








AMERICAN STATE PAPERS. 





CLASS VIII. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 








i ARDEA ag an eee! hn ar NAT 





RRS A DAO BY Re 


RRP PN Bi tape ee 


Eagle scat ACM 


i e BOSS ke ee / 44 
1: \ AF ae ra / 
Tee * i ‘ / f 


Sf 


—w 4 /—~ LY pra 
AMERICAN STATE PAPERS. 


<i tetl ad e 





DOCUMENTS, 


ee ed 


LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE, 


OF THE 


CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 


FROM THE FIRST SESSION OF THE FIRST TO THE THIRD SESSION OF THE 


THIRTEENTH CONGRESS, INCLUSIVE: 


COMMENCING MARCH 3, 1789, AND ENDING MARCH 3, 1815. 





SELECTED AND EDITED, UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF CONGRESS, 


BY WALTER LOWRIE, Secretary of the Senate, 
AND 


MATTHEW ST. CLAIR CLARKE, Clerk of the House of Representatives. 





VOLUME 





WASHINGTON: 


PUBLISHED BY GALES AND SEATON 


1832. 











_— 


a sn al aD Bn 





PRI yt MI 








TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


No. 
4 Land claimants in the Northwestern territory, - 


6 Virginia military bounty lands, - - 


7 Land claimants in the Northwestern territory, - 


9 Unclaimed lands in the territory ceded by North Carolina i in the North and Southwest territories, 


10 Virginia military bounty lands, - - 


18 Indian grants to the inhabitants of Post Vincennes, 


46 Commission to settle land claims with Georgia, 
66 Frauds by land jobbers in the Indiana a 
69 Georgia cession, 


97 Description of the lands and settlers i in the vicinity of Detroit, 
99 Fraudulent practices in acquiring lands in Louisiana, 
103 Description of the lead mines in Upper meena 


112 Land titles in the Michigan territory, - 





Ts ie ae ake: Ta 


147 Public ground in and adjacent to the city of New Orleans, (Batture,) 


150 Claims of certain subjects of Great Britain to lands in the territory of the Missiseippi, 


ie Re bo 


COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


7 Land claims in the Northwestern territory, 


9 Unclaimed lands in the territory ceded by North Carolina i in the North ‘and Southwest territories, 


110 Evidences of title derived from the State of Georgia, - 


COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 


3 Plan for disposing of the public lands, - 
40 Progress of surveys northwest of the Ohio, 
47 Refugees from Nova Scotia, - - 
56 Ditto, - - ‘ ‘ 


68 Instructions to land officers—petition of Arthur Morrison, 
129 Claims in the districts of Vincennes and Kaskaskia, and the Jocation of certain grants, 


132 Land claims in the district of Vincennes, 
135 Land claims in the Michigan territory, - 
136 Land claims in the district of Vincennes, 


- 


- 


143 Quantity and quality of public lands in the Orleans territory, - 
145 Alteration proposed in surveying the public lands in Orleans territory, 


146 Pre-emption rights west of Pearl river, 
148 Land claims in the district of Kaskaskia, 
149 Land claims in the Michigan territory, - 
154 Land claims in the Mississippi territory, 


S oC a se 


COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 


14 Refugees from Canada and Nova Scotia, 
47 _ Ditto, - - - - 
56 Ditto, 
128 Military land warrants, - 


‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 


COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE 


15 French settlers at Galliopolis, - - 


e 


UNITED STATES. 


21 Claims to lands in the southwestern parts of the United States, under a law of the State of Georgia, 


23 Contract with John Cleves Symmes, _— - 
72 Ditto, ditto, = 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


1 Virginia military bounty lands, - - 


2 Cessions from New York and Massachusetts—petition of Nathaniel Gorham and Oliver Phelps, 


5 Land claims in the Northwestern territory, 


8 Virginia military bounty lands, - . 
11 Illinois and Wabash land companies,_ - 
12 Ditto, ditto, - - 


13 Refugees from Canada and Nova Scotia—petition of J ohn Blake and others, 


16 Claims on the lands ceded by North Carolina, 


17 Refugees from Canada and Nova Scotia—petitions of Thomas Faulkner and other S, 
19 Indian grants to the inhabitants of Post Vincennes—petition of inhabitants, 


20 Claims on the lands ceded by North om 


22 Reservations in Ohio, - - 


24 Pre-emption rights northwest of | the Ohio, 


25 Slavery, and the exchange of certain donations of land in the Northwestern territory, 
26 Military land claims prior to the revolution—petition of Alexander Fowler, 
27 Claims of certain companies under a law of the State of Georgia, 


- 


28 Application for land at reduced prices—petition of Hannibal William Dobbyn, 


29 Land claimants in the Northwestern territor ial of Amos Ailes and = 


31 Extension of credit on lands sold, - - 
32 Illinois and Wabash land company, - - 


Se RE AE RT NE TE 


Page. 
Dec. 23, 1790, 9 
Jan. 17, 1791, 17 
Feb. 18, 1791, ~ 18 
Nov. 10, 1791, © 22 
Jan. 23, 1792, 25 
April 15, 1794, 32 
Dec. 31, 1799, 92 
Feb. 18, 1802, 122 
April 26, 1802, 125 
Feb. 16, 1804, 190 
Feb. 29, 1804, 193 
Nov. 8, 1804, 206 
Dec. 23, 1805, 247 
March 7, 1808, 589 
April 22, 1808, 594 
Feb. 18,1791, 18 
Nov. 10,1791, 22 
Feb. 14, 1805, 219 
July 20, 1790, 8 
May 3, 1798, 81 
Feb. 17, 1800, 92 
May 8, 1806, 106 
April 6, 1802, 124 
April 5, 1806, 285 
Dec. 20, 1806, 288 
Dec. 30, 1806, 305 
Jan. 3, 1807, 558 
Jan. 23, 1808, 586 
Feb. 22, 1808, 587 
Feb. 27, 1808, 589 
March 7, 1808, 590 
March 7, 1808, 592 
Jan. 2, 1809, 598 
March 2, 17938, 28 
Feb. 17, 1800, 92 
May 8, 1800, 106 
March 29, 1806, 285 
March 24, 1794, 29 
April 26, 1796, 34 
May 5, 1796, 67 
Jan. 28, 1808, 127 
July 31, 1789, 5 
July 31, 1789, 3 
Jan. 6, 1791, ri 
March 3, 1791, 22 
March 26, 1792, 27 
April 3, 1792, Ze 
Feb. 19, 1793, 28 
Feb. 19, 1794, 30 
April1, 1794, 31 
April 3, 1794, 32 
March 10, 1796, 33 
May 3, 1796, 67 
May 12, 1796, 68 
May 12, 1796, 68 
May 17, 1796, 70 
May 20, 1796, 71 
May 31, 1796, 71 
Jan. 3, 1797, 71 
Jan. 30, 1797, 74 
Feb. 3, 1797, 74 














No. 


33 Contract with John Cleves Symmes, - - - - - = = = 
35 Claims on the lands ceded by North Carolina, - - - = a . . 
37 Southern and western limits of Georgia, - ‘ 
38 Application for lands at reduced prices—petition of J ohn Spafford and wine, : 
39 Virginia military bounty lands—petitions of John Nelson and S. Russell, - 

41 Application for land at reduced nn of H. W. anys and John Ellyson, 
42 Sale oflands, - - 3 Z 
43 Alterations suggested in canned! the meridian lines in the surveys, - - : 
48 Sale oflands, - - - - : 4 
49 Renewal of a military land warrant—petition of. John Mountjoy, - - ‘ 
50 Confirmation of an Indian grant to Isaac meee, E E : z 
51 Connecticut western reserve, - 3 


TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES—Continued. 


52 Land claimants in the Mississippi territory—petitions of Thos. Burling, * Collier, C. West, and others, 
53 Claims on the lands ceded by North Carolina—petitions of William Hill and others,  - = 
54 Settlers on the lands ceded od South Carolina ask a retrocession—memorial of Matthew Prtterwon, 


and others, - - - - 3 . ‘ zs, ¢ = 


55 Claimants under John Cleves Symmes, - - - . i > ‘ 
57 Sales of lands acquired by the cession from North Carolina, - - - - . ° 
58 Refugees from Canada and Nova Scotia, - - 
59 Application for the renewal of a lost Vir ginia military bounty bind warrant—petition of Griffin Taylor, 
60 Pre-emption rights in the Northwestern territory—petition of inhabitants, - 2 2 


61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
67 
70 
71 
73 
£6 
79 
81 
83 
84. 
87 
88 
90 
91 
92 
94 
95 
96 
98 
100 
101 
105 
106 
108 
109 
111 
115 
116 
117 


118 
119 
120 
121 


122 
123 
124. 
125 
126 
127 
130 
131 
134 
138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
151 
153 
155 
157 


30 
34 
36 
75 
77 
78 
80 
82 
85 


Claims of Georgia in the Mississippi territory—remonstrance of Legislature of Georgia, - 


Pre-emption rights to claimants under John Cleves Symmes—petition of James McCashen and others, 
Time extended for locating military land warrants, - - - - 2 : a 
Confirmation of an Indian grant--petition of Isaac Zane, . : - 3 : 
Permit to accept an Indian grant--petition of George Ash, — - - 2 P 


Claims on the lands ceded by North Carolina—petition of Memucan Hunt and ‘nee, 
Contract with John Cleves Symmes, - - - : 2 
Bounty land warrant—-petition of Samuel Frazer, - 
Virginia military land warrant—-petition of Bernard Glenn, 
Indiana territory—-petition of inhabitants, - - 
Revision of the laws respecting the sale of lands, - 
Claims of the city of Natchez, - - : - 
Military land warrants, - : - : - - i 

Claim to land for military services before the declaration of Independence-—petition of J “ T hompson, 
South Carolina and Virginia Yazoo companies, - - : = i ‘ <= 


ee ee oF 6 ee 
' 


Land claims in Tennessee, - - . . - - : . 
Applications for donations to actual settlers in the Mississippi terr wnety, - - 2 z 
Alterations of the laws for the sale of public lands, - : 3 " z E 
Land claims in Mississippi, - : - - - - - = = 


Revision of the laws for the sale of lands, - - ‘ . 
Warrants of survey issued by the British Government of West F lorida—petition of Matthew Phelps, 
Illinois and Wabash land company—petition of John en, - : : 2 i 
Revision of the laws for the sale of lands, . “ = 2 5 = 
Claim to land adjoining Natchez-—petitions of William Seitibeae oul others, - x é . 
South Carolina and Virginia Yazoo companies, 3 . ' 
Time extended for registering titles to lands south of Temewee, conte from the State of Georgia, 
Claims of the United States to lands in Tennessee, - : 2 a ; x 
Land claims in the Mississippi territory—memorials of sundry land companies, - i az 
Claims to land in and adjoining Natchez--memorial of trustees of Jefferson college, &c. - : 
Application to confirm an Indian grant—petition of George Rogers Clark, - a - i 
Ohio company—memorial, - - - - . ‘ ‘ : 7” : 
Settlers in Randolph and St. Clair counties, in Indiana—-petition, - % 
Application to confirm to certain Indians the lands they sney in Ohio—petition of Pim-c-ne-ee, or 
William Ward, and others, - i : 3 : 4 
Cultivation of the vine—petition of Frencis ein, . 2 a a z ie 
Application to confirm an Indian grant--petition of George Ash, - - - . ‘ 
Land claims in West Florida—petition of Roger Enos, - - - S 2 
Error in the Treasury instructions to the land officers in the Northwestern territory, relative to calcu- 
lating the discount for prompt payment—petition of Samuel Dick, William Bruce, and Asa Kitchell, 
Lands for the support of schools in the territory of Orleans—memorial of Legislature, - - 
Claims to land in and adjoining Natchez, - - - 2 2 
Pre-emption rights in Indiana and Mississippi—petition of inhabitants, - - 
School lands, surveys, and pre-emption rights in the eine: ey, - - 
Land titles in the Michigan territory,  - - - a 
Application of purchasers of ae lands for an extension of credit, - - - = 
Credit on public lands, - 
Application for lands on terms differ ent fr om those established by hw, by inhabitants of Ovid, N. York, 
Virginia military land warrants, - - - - - . ‘ ; 
Recognition of certain grants of land made by Virginia—petition of Thomas Rogers, - - = 


Land claimants under a proclamation of the King of Great Britain, of 1763, - - - 
Application to confirm an Indian grant—-petition of George Ash, - - - - 

Claim of the United States to lands in Aiaeanaaate - - - - 4 = a 
Refugees from Canada and Nova Scotia, . - A 
Claim to bounty land for military service rendered to the State of V irginia—petition of William Biggs, 
Pre-emption titles in the Mississippi territory—memorial of the Legislature,  - 

Relief to purchasers, reduction of the price, and repeal of the credit system in the sale of public lands, 
Land warrants fraudulently obtained—-petitions of John Sheldon, William Irwin, and Richard Long, 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Illinois and Wabash land company, - - : - - - - - - 
Claimants under John Cleves Symmes--G. Turner and Peyton Short, - 

Claims to land in Luzerne county, Pennsylvania—petition of Putnam Catlin and others, 
Georgia land claims—memorial of William Payne and others, - - - 
Illinois and Wabash land companies, - - - - - - . 
Land claims in Mississippi—memorial of the Legislative Council, - . - 
Claims of Tennessee—memorial of Joseph Anderson and others, - - - - - 
Amendments suggested to the laws relating to surveys and sale of lands, - - - - 
South Carolina Yazoo company, - - . - : - - - - 


86 Virginia Yazoo company, ° : . é 


89 
93 


Claims on the lands ceded by North Carolina—petition of Thomas Dillon, - - - - 
Claim to land adjoining the city of Natchez—petition of William Dunbar, - - - - 


102 Claimants under the Georgia and Tennessee companies—memorial of Thomas heii : - 


104 Claimants under the Georgia Mississippi company, - - 
107 Lands in Wayne county, Indiana—memorial of citizens, - - - - - - 


Feb. 9, 1797, 

March 1, 1797, 
March 2, 1797, 
Jan. 16, 1798, 

Jan. 23, 1798, 
May 19, 1798, 

June 13, 1798, 
June 13, 1798, 
Feb. 19, 1800, 
Feb, 21, 1800, 
Feb. 21, 1800, 


March 21, 1800, 


April 2, 1800, 
April 4, 1800, 


April 7, 1800, 
April 16, 1800, 
May 9, 1800, 
May 9, 1800, 
Feb. 2, 1801, 
Feb. 25, 1801, 
Feb. 28, 1801, 
Dec. 14, 1801, 
Dec, 30, 1801, 
Jan. 11, 1802, 
Feb. 5, 1802, 


March 24, 1802, 


April 29, 1802, 
Jan. 12, 1803, 
Feb. 11, 1803, 
March 2, 1803, 
Dec. 2, 1803, 
Dec. 15, 1803, 
Dec. 26, 1803, 
Dec. 26, 1803, 
Jan. 7, 1804, 
Jan. 10, 1804, 
Jan. 23, 1804, 
Jan. 23, 1804, 
Jan. 25, 1804, 
Jan. 27, 1804, 
Feb. 13, 1804, 
Feb. 14, 1804, 
Feb. 22, 1804, 


March 10, 1804, 
March 13, 1804, 


Dec. 4, 1804, 
Jan. 8, 1805, 
Jan. 18, 1805, 
Feb. 7, 1805, 
Dec. 23, 1805, 
Jan. 17, 1806, 
Jan. 21, 1806, 


Jan. 24, 1806, 
Feb. 3, 1806, 
Feb. 3, 1806, 
Feb. 24, 1806, 


Feb. 26, 1806, 
Feb. 27, 1806, 
March 4, 1806, 


March 11, 1806, 
March 11, 1806, 
March 18, 1806, 
March 22, 1806, 


April 5, 1806, 
Dec. 8, 1806, 
Dec. 30, 1806, 
Jan. 27, 1807, 
Feb. 3, 1807, 
Feb. 17, 1807, 
Feb. 17, 1807, 
Dec. 22, 1807, 
April 23, 1808, 
Nov. 21, 1808, 
Jan. 19, 1809, 
Feb. 27, 1809, 


Jan. 13, 1797, 
Feb. 25, 1797, 


March 2, 1797, 


Feb. 22, 1803, 
Oct. 27, 1803, 

Nov. 25, 1803, 
Dec. 5, 1803, 

Dec. 25, 1803, 
Dec. 28, 1803, 
Dec. 28, 1803, 
Jan. 16, 1804, 
Jan. 26, 1804, 
Feb. 17, 1804, 
Nov. 30, 1804, 
Jan. 17, 1805, 
































































Page, 


75 
78 
79 
80 
80 
82 
82 
83 
93 
93 
93 
94 
99 
102 


103 

104 

108 

110 

110 

111 

111 

112 

114 

121 

122 
123 
126 
127 
131 
160 
162 
162 
164 
165 
178 
179 
181 
182 
184 
187 
189 
189 
193 
194, 
197 
211 
211 
215 
219 
247 
255 
256 


256 
256 
257 
257 


258 
258 
259 
261 
262 
263 
284. 
286 


ee - 





TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS—Continued. 
No. Page. 


113 Land titles in the territory of Orleans, the culture of sugar, and the endowment of public schools— 


memorial of Legislature, - : - - - . - - - Dec. 31, 1805, 250 
114 Land claims in Mississippi—memorial of claimants under Upper Mississippi company, . Jan. 7, 1806, 252 
133 Application for the sale of the reserved lands in Ohio—petition of John Hoover and others, Dec. 30, 1806, 304 
137 Application for an exchange of certain school lands in Ohio—memorial of Legislature, Dec. 25, 1806, 582 
144 Claimants under the Georgia grants, —- =e - - - > - Feb. 5, 1808, 587 
152 Pre-emption titles in the Mississippi territory —memorial of the Legislature, - - Nov. 7, 1808, 597 
156 Reclaimed lands in the Orleans territory—petition of J. Boydras and others, - Feb. 15, 1809, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


44 Grants to the settlers in Vincennes and the Illinois country--from Winthrop Sargent, March 18, 1798, 
45 Ditto, ditto, from Arthur St. Clair, - Jan. 7, 1799, 
47 Refugees from Nova Scotia, = - : - - - - - - - Feb. 17, 1800, 
56 Ditto, ; . rf ‘ : : , . May 8, 1800, 
74 Georgia land claims, = - ’ , ° ° ° . : Feb. 16, 1803, 


























AMERICAN STATE PAPERS. 





PUBLIC LANDS. 





ist ConcRESs. ] No. 1. Ust Sesstow. 





VIRGINIA MILITARY BOUNTY LANDS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JULY 31, 1789. 


Mr. Wurre, from the committee to whom it was referred to examine into the measures taken by Congress and the 
State of Virginia, respecting the lands reserved for the use of the officers and soldiers of the State, on conti- 
nental and State establishments, in the cession made by the said State to the United States of the territory 


northwest of the Ohio river, made the following report: 


TT'HAT the Legislature of Virginia, by their act of the 2d of January, 1781, resolved that they would yield to the 
Congress of the United States, for the benefit of the said States, all right, title, and claim, which the said Common- 
wealth had to the northwest of the river Ohio, upon condition (among others in the said act expressed) that, in case 
the quantity of 1.3 lands on the southeast side of the Ohio, upon the waters of Cumberland river, and between the 
Green river and Tennessee river, which have been reserved by law for the Virginia troops upon continental esta- 
blishment, should, from the North Carolina line, bearing in further upon the Cumberland lands than was expected, 
prove insufficient for the legal bounties, the deficiences should be made up to the troops in good lands, to be laid off 
between the rivers Scioto and Little Miami, on the northwest side of the river Ohio, in such proportions as have 


been engaged to them by the laws of Virginia. ' : .. 
That Congress, by their act of the 13th of September, 1783, agreed to accept the said cession, on the condition 


above mentioned. 

That the Legislature of Virginia, by their act of the 20th of October, 1783, authorized their delegates in Con- 
gress to convey, transfer, and assign to the United States, the right, title, and claim, of the said State, to the lands 
within her charter, and northwest of the river Ohio, on the terms agreed to by Congress, including the above men- 
tioned condition, which conveyance the said delegates accordingly made. |. ; 

That, on the 17th of July, 1788, Congress resolved that the State of Virginia be informed that Congress consider 
all locations and surveys which shall be made by, or on account of, the said troops, on the said lands between the 
Scioto and Little Miami, before the said deficiency, if any, on the southeast side of the Ohio, shall be ascertained 
and stated to Congress, invalid, and that the Executive of the State of Virginia be requested to inform Congress 
whether there has been any deficiency of good lands, reserved by the laws of that State, on the southeast side of the 
Ohio, for the Virginia troops upon continental establishment; and if there has been any deficiency, what is the 
amount; and, also, what cinchs have been provided by the said State to prevent the said troops taking up more 
lands than are actually due to them; in order that measures may immediately be taken for laying off, for the benefit 
of such troops, a sufficient quantity of good land between the rivers Scioto and Little Miami, and that Congress 
may be prepared to dispose of the remaining land between those rivers, for the general benefit of the Union. 

That the Council of Virginia, on the 4th of August, 1788, took the said resolutions into consideraticn, and 
thereupon advised that the acting superintendent, appointed by virtue of an act of Assembly, entitled “ An act for 
surveying the lands given by law to:the officers and soldiers on continental and State establishments, and for other 
purposes,” do state io that Board the quantity of good lands on the southeast side of the Ohio; whether all the 

ood lands were located or surveyed before they proceeced to locate on the northwest side of the Ohio; how much 

as been located or surveyed on the southeast side for the Virginia troops on State establishment; how much. for 
the Virginia troops on the southeast side; what is the real deficiency of good lands on the southeast side; what 
locations or surveys have been made for the Virginia troops on continental establishment, on the northwest side; 
and what quantity on the southeast side is allotted to the continental and State lines, by the agreement of their 
respective deputations, on the 17th of December, 1783; that an answer be written to Congress, in the words by 
the said advice recommended; and that copies of the said advice shall be immediately despatched, by express, to 
the superintendents aforesaid, together with the copies of the abovementioned resolution; and that a copy of that 
advice be transmitted to the delegates of the State in Congress. 

In compliance of which advice the Governor of Virginia, on the said 4th of August, 1788, wrote to the Presi- 
dent of Congress a letter, of which an attested copy is produced. [No. 1.] 

The Governor also transmitted to the superintendents, before mentioned, copies of the said resolution of Con- 
= “ ance eit from whom he received a letter, dated 17th November, 1788, the original of which is 
produced. 0.2.) - 

That, on the Ist of September, 1788, Congress resolved that the Executive of the State of Virginia be informed 
that the act of Congress of 17th July, 1788, was not meant, nor is it to be interpreted, to infringe any stipulation in 
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the cession made by Virginia to the United States; and that it is not the intention of Congress to take any further 
measures, at present, respecting the lands. between the Scioto and Little Miami, but to allow a reasonable time for 
the returns mentioned in the act of Congress aforesaid; and for all other measures which may be requisite for ascer- 
taining and carrying into effect, on fair and liberal principles, the intention of the parties to the said act of cession. 

That the Legislature of Virginia, on the 30th of December, 1788, resolved, that the protest of the Executive 
against the right of the United States to interfere in the locations and surveys of the officers and soldiers of the 
Virginia line on continental establishment, as expressed in the letter of the said Executive to the President of 
Congress, of the 4th of August, 1788, ought to be approved, as containing the sense of the General Assembly 
upon the true construction of the terms of cession of the Western territory by this Commonwealth to the United 
States, and that the other proceedings of the said Executive upon that subject ought also to be approved. 

That the Governor of Virginia, in a2 ietter dated 6th January, 1789, transmitted to the delegates in Congress for 
the State of Virginia, the letter from the superintendents before mentioned; also, a certificate from T. Meriwether, 
dated 30th December, 1788, stating that certificates for land warrants had issued to the late officers and soldiers of 
the Virginia line, on continental establishment, for two millions eight hundred and sixty thousand acres, and to the 
officers and soldiers of the State line and navy, for one million one hundred and seven thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-four acres. [No. 3.] 


No. 1. 


Ricumonn, 4ugust 4th, 1788. 
SIR: 
Our desire to comply with the request of Congress induces us to haste an answer to their act of the 17th 
ultimo, without waiting tor that full, oflicial information which we shal! immediately endeavor to procure, and shall 
transmit as soon as it may be received. We therefore trust that no definitive measures may be pursued by your 
honorable body, with respect to the lands between the Scioto and Little Miami, until that full official information 
shall arrive. 

But, sir, we are compelled to protest, that nothing contained in this communication, made at the special instance 
of Congress, is to be interpreted into an acquiescence of Virginia under that resolution, which invalidates locations 
and surveys between those two rivers, or into an abandonment or diminution of rights existing under any act of this 
Commonwealth; we are compelled thus to protest, because we have grounds for believing, that this resolution will ex- 
cite an alarm highly injurious to the tranquillity of the Union, as those adventurers who will be affected by it have al- 
ready incurred heavy toil and expense. 

We do not yet possess any formal documents, upon which we can positively assert that there is a deficiency of 
good land on the southeast side of the Ohio. But we are thoroughly persuaded, from the number of acres for 
which warrants have already issued, that a deficiency, great indeed, does exist. For ascertaining the fact we shall 
immediately despatch an express to the superintendents appointed. under the authority of law, to regulate the surveys 
for the benefit of the Virginia troops. Congress will, doubtless, allow a sufficient time for obtaining an answer fron. 
persons at so great a distance as the neighborhood of the Mississippi or Ohio. 

The law to which we have now alluded is entitled ** An act for surveying the land given by law to the offi- 

, cers and soldiers on continental and State establishments, and for other purposes.” It was passed at the same 
session with another act, under which the United States succeed to the rights of Virginia, to the territory north- 
west of the Ohio, and which is entitled ‘* An act to authorize the delegates of the State in Congress to convey to the 
United States, in Congress assembled, all the right of this Commonwealth to the territory northwestward of the 
river Ohio;”’ and is prior in order. Congress, then, have accepted our cession, subject to the operation of the first 
mentioned law; a part of the fourth clause in which runs in these words: ‘* 4nd be it further enacted, That the 
surveyors, under the direction of the superintendents, and the claimants having a right to survey from the priority of 
their numbers, shall proceed, in the first place, to survey all the good lands, to be adjudged of by the superinten- 
dents in that tract of country lying on the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers, as set apart by law for the said officers 
and soldiers; and then proceed, in the like manner, to survey on the northwest side of the river Ohio, between the 
— Scioto and the Little Miami, until the deficiency of all military bounties in lands shall be fully and amply 
made up.” 

The cepiiidiaiiaiak and principal surveyors, therefore, having adjudged all the good lands on the Cumberland 
and ‘Tennessee rivers to be exhausted, and having proceeded to locate on the northwest side of the Ohio, it would 
seem that Congress cannot annul their locations or surveys if any have been made in that district. 

The checks provided to prevent the troops taking up more lands than are actually due to them, will be found in 
the law, of which a copy is now sent. The summary of proceedings, according to that law, is as follows: 

The documents of the officer or soldier are submitted to Colonel Meriwether, (an officer appointed for this, 
and other military purposes) examined, and reported by him to the Governor, who certifies the claim of the party, 
if entitled to the bounty, to the land office, upon which certificate the register issues his warrant, directed to the 
principal surveyor of the lands set apart for military bounties, and makes a record of the warrant. 

The party then carries the warrant to the surveyor’s office, makes his location, and leaves the warrant with the 
surveyor, who has it registered, and filed away till the survey is made, when he returns it, with the survey, to the 
land office, where it is again examined with the record in the land office, and cancelled. ‘The survey remains six 
months in the land office, and, if no better right is asserted within that time, by caveat is then carried into grant. 

I bave the honor to be, 
’ EDM. RANDOLPH. 

The Honorable the Prestpent of Congress. 
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P. S. The Honorable Delegates of Virginia will receive, by this mail, a printed copy of the laws referred to; and 
{ have taken the liberty of requesting them to furnish Congress with the laws herein referred to. 


No. 2. 
Ricumonp, November 17, 1788. 
Sir: 

We have received from the Executive a copy of a resolution of Congress, together with an order of council of the 
ith of August last, requiring from the acting superintendents appointed by law for locating and surveying the lands 
allotted to the officers and soldiers of the late army and State navy, a report of the quantity of good lands on the 
southeast side of the Ohio. Whether all the good lands were located and surveyed, before they proceeded to 
locate on the northwest side of the Ohio? _How much has been located and surveyed on the southeast side for the 
Virginia troops on State establishment? How much for the Virginia_troops on continental establishment, on the 
southeast side? What locations and surveys have been made for the Virginia troops on continental establishment on 
the northwest side? And what quantity on the southeast side is allotted to the continental and State lines by the 
agreement of their respective deputations on the 17th of December, 1783? ; ; 

Without an actual survey of the whole of the country within the boundaries described by the laws reserving the 
lands on the southeast side of the Ohio, including that between the Tennessee and the Mississippi, it is impossible to 
ascertain the quantity contained therein, or the quantity allotted to each of the lines by the agreement above alluded 
to; but from the best estimate we could make, it was adjudged that the whole country contained about six millions 
of acres, and the dividing line agreed on left, as was estimated, about two millions five hundred thousand acres in 
that part allotted to the continental line, and about three millions five hundred thousand to the State line, which, on 
our exploring it, was found to be far inferior in quality to what was expected, from the description that had been 
given of it; fully one third of it being extensive open barrens, which are large tracts of land, without timber, covered 
with a coarse sedge, and not more than one tenth fit for cultivation, and a great proportion of the wood land moun- 
tainous, poor, and stony. It was estimated that not more than one third of the whole could be called good land. 
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From this calculation the quantity of good lands within the part allotted to the continental line would be eight 
hundred and thirty-three thousand three hundred and thirty-three and one. third acres, or thereabouts; from which, 
considerably upwards of one hundred thousand acres is taken by the grant to William Henderson and company, at 
the mouth of Greea river; and it appears from the rgturn made by the surveyor for the continental line, that seven 
hundred and twenty-four thousand forty-five and one third acres have been located on those lands, some part ot 
which have been located on lands of an inferior quality, by individuals, on account of salt springs, or other natural 
advantages. And from our own observations, while engaged in the business, and from the best information, we are 
well assured that the whole of the good lands in that district are taken: from the same estimation, it will appear 
that the quantity of good Jands within the allotment to the State line would be one million one hundred and sixty-six 
thousand six hundred and sixty-six and two third acres, or thereabouts, of which, as appears from the report of the 
deputy surveyor of that line, eight hundred and sixty-seven thousand six hundred and seventy-two and two third 
acres lowe been located, which leaves one hundred and ninety-eight thousand nine hundred and ninety-four acres 
remaining unlocated, which, from the amount of warrants issued, willbe no more than sufficient to answer the whole 
of these claims. Moreover, it is probable there will bea great deficiency of good lands to the State line, as near 
three hundred thousand acres of the lands between the Tennessee, part of which were located by the superinten- 
dents, were covered with treasury warrants, previous to that country being reserved to them by the Legislature in 
1781, the right to which is now in dispute, depending, as we are informed, before the High Court of Appeals; and if it 
is decided in favor of the treasury claimants, the deficiency will, by so much, appear wanting to the military claimants. 

Wecannot undertake to determine what the deficiency to the continental line may be, because we have not been 
informed of the amount of the warrants issued from the register’s offices therefore we can only say what is deficient 
on the warrants already lodged in the surveyor’s office. It appears f the report. from the surveyor of the continen 
tal line, that the amount of the warrants filed in his office is two millions seven hundred-and sixty-nine thousand 
and seventy-nine and one third acres, seven hundred and twenty-four thousand and forty-five and one third acres of 
which are located on the southeast side of the Ohio, which leaves a deficiency of two millions forty-five thousand and 
thirty-four acres; and we are well assured, that warrants, to a considerable amount, have issued from the register’s 
office, which have not been lodged in the surveyor’s office. Our locations on the southeast side of the Ohio com- 
menced on or about the Ist of August, 1784, from which time the office was kept open, and the business continued 
until all the good lands in that country, within the continental boundary, which could be found, were located and 
entered on, to the amount before stated; and finding that there would be no more within the Siate boundary than 
sufficient to satisfy their claims, and a great probability of a deficiency, the locations on the northwest side com- 
menced by the directions of the superintendents on the Ist day of August, 1787; and it appears by the report from 
the surveyor that one million three hundred and ninety-five thousand three hundred and eight-five and one third 
acres have since been located in that country: and we beg leave to observe that it is our opinion, from the extent of 
the area of the reserved lands between the Scioto and Little Miami, that there will be found a deficiency of good 
lands there, to satisfy the claims now to be located. 

We cannot close this address without observing that, in transacting the whole of this business, we have endea- 
vored to do the strictest justice to the public, as well as the individuals for whom we were trustees; and notwith- 
standing the difficulties and dangers which we have unavoidably encountered, we hope it will be found that we 
have discharged the trust with fidelity; and if it should be found that we have fallen short, it will be attributed to 
the difficulties attendant on a business which we were obliged to pursue in a country far distant from any inhabit- 
ants, which none can rightly judge of, but those who have experienced them. 

We have the honor to be, your most obedient humble servants, 


M. CARRINGTON, 


A. PARKER, 
R, ARCHER. 
. Superintendents for the Continental Line. 
The Honorable Bevertey Ranpowpn, Esq. Lieutenant Governor of Virginia. 
No. 3. 


Certificates for land warrants have issued to the late officers and soldiers of the Virginia line, on continental esta- 
blishment, for —- - - - a le - - - - 2,860,000 acres 
And to the late officers and soldiers of the State line and navy, for - - - 1,107,774 acres 





Total, - - - 3,967,774 acres. 
T. MERIWETHER. 








Councit CuamBer, December 30, 1788. 








ist Coneress. ] No. 2. [ist Session. 


CESSIONS FROM NEW YORK AND MASSACHUSETTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JULY 31, 1789. 


Mr. HentincTon, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of Nathaniel Gorham, of the State ot 
Massachusetts, stating that he and Oliver Phelps are interested, by purchase from said State, in certain lands. 
which will be materially affected by the line directed to be run between the United States and the State of New 
York, and praying that such measures may be taken therein as shall be consistent with a due regard te the rights 
of himself and the said Phelps, made the following report: 


That, on the Ist day of March, 1781, James Duane, William Floyd, and Alexander McDougal, Esquires, by vir- 
tue of powers given them by the State of New York, made and executed to the United States, in Congress assem- 
bled, a deed of cession, by which they ceded to the United States the right and claim of the said State of New York 
to a large territory in the western country, restricting the western ri. sth of the said State, with respect of juris- 
diction, as well as the right of pre-emption by the lines, and in the manner following, that is to say: By a line from 
the northeast corner of the State of Pennsylvania, along the north bounds thereof to its northwest corner, continued 
due west until it be intersected by a meridian line to ve drawn from the forty-fifth degree of north latitude, through 
the most westerly bent or inclination of Lake Ontario; thence, by the said meridian line to the forty-fifth degree of 
north latitudes and thence, by the said forty-fifth degree of north latitude. 

But if, on experiment, the above meridian line shall not comprehend twenty miles due west from the most west- 
erly bent or inclination of the river or strait of Niagara, then, by the said deed of cession, the western boundary ot 
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the said State of New York is limited in manner following, that is to say: by a line from the northeast corner of the 
State of Pennsylvania, along the north bounds thereof, to its northwest corner, continued, until it sha! be mtersected 

by a meridian line, to be drawn from the forty-fifth degree of north latitude, through a point twenty miles due west 

from the most westerly bent or inclination of the river or straitof Niagara; thence, by the said meridian line, tu the 

forty-fifth degree of north latitude; which said deed of cession*was accepted by Congress on the 29th day of Octo- 
ber, 1782. 

T hat, at the time of accepting the said deed of cession by Congress, the northwest corner of the State of Penn- 
sylvania was not known, but was supposed to be east of the meridian lines above mentioned, and _has since been 
ne» Sa 3 within the waters of Lake Erie, and is now supposed to be some miles west of both the above mentioned 
meridian lines. 

That, on the 18th day of April, 1785, Congress accepted of a cession from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
of the same western territory ceded by the State of New York, restricted and bounded by the same meridian lines 
described in the cession of the last mentioned State, with this difference only: that the said cession of the State of 
Massachusetts. has no reference to any boundary of the State of Pennsylvania; but describes the eastern boundary 
of the territory ceded to be a meridian line to be drawn through the most westerly part of Lake Ontario, in case 
such meridian line shall comprehend twenty miles due west from the most westerly bent or inclination of the river 
or strait of Niagara, and thence, by the said meridian line, to the most southerly side line contained in the charter 
of Massachusetts. 

That it is the opinion of your committee that the western boundary of the State of New York is limited by one 
of the aforesaid meridian lines, to be found by experiment, as is by the said deeds of cession expressed. 

That the memorialist proposes, in behalf of himself and partner, to agree, so far as concerns the property of the 
land in question, to submit the principles of the said cessions, and the ascertaining of the said meridian lines, to 
commissioners, whose determination, on the hearing of all parties, shall be conclusive. 

~That the said meridian line, when ascertained, will be the line of property between the United States and the 
lands of the said memorialist and partner, and will also be the line of jurisdiction between the United States and 
the State of New York. 

From the foregoing statement of facts, your committee beg leave to recommend the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States be authorized and requested to take proper measures for as- 
certaining the eastern boundary of the aforementioned cessions from the States of New York and Massachusetts, 
in conformity to the descriptions therein contained. 








Ist Concress. ] No. 3. [2d Sesston. 


PLAN FOR DISPOSING OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JULY 22, 1790. 
Treasury DeparTMENT, July 20, 1790, 


In obedience to the order of the House of Representatives, of the 20th of January last, the Secretary of the Treasury 
respectfully reports: 


That, in the formation of a plan for the disposition of the vacant lands of the United States, there appear to be 
two leading objects of consideration: one, the facility of advantageous sales, according to the probable course of pur- 
chases; the other the accommodation of individuals now inhabiting the Western country, or who may hereafter 
emigrate thither. The former, as an operation of finance, claims primary attention; the latter is important, as it re- 
lates to the satisfaction of the inhabitants of the Western country. It is desirable, and does not appear impracticable, 
to conciliate both. Purchasers may be contemplated in three classes: moneyed individuals and companies, who will 
buy to sell again; associations of persons, who intend to make settlements themselves; single persons, or families 
now resident in the Western country, or who may emigrate thither hereafter. ‘The two first will be frequently blend- 
ed, and will always want considerable tracts. ‘The last will generally purchase small quantities. Hence, a plan tor 
the sale of the Western lands, while it may have due regard to the last, should be calculated to obtain all the advan- 
tages which may be derived from the two first classes. For this reason, it seems requisite that the General Land 
Office should be established at the seat of Government. It is there that the principal purchasers, whether citizens 
or foreigners, can most easily find proper agents, and that contracts for large purchases can be best adjusted. 

But the accommodation of the present inhabitants of the Western Territory, and of unassociated persons and 
families who may emigrate thither, seems to require that one office, subordinate to that at the seat of Congress, 
should be opened in the Northwestern, and another in the Southwestern Government. __ 

Each of these officers, as well the general one as the subordinate ones, it is conceived, may be placed with 
convenience under the superintendence of three commissioners, who may either be pre-established officers of the 
Government, to whom the duty may be assigned by law, or persons specially appointed for the purpose. The former 
is recommended by considerations of economy, and, it is probable, would embrace every advantage which could be 
derived from a special appointment. To obviate those inconveniences, and to facilitate and ensure the attainment 
of those advantages which may arise from new and casual circumstances springing up from foreign and domestic 
causes, appear to be an object for which adequate provision should be made, in any plan that may be adopted. For 
this reason, and from the intrinsic difficulty of regulating the details of a specific provision for the various objects 
which require to be consulted, so as neither to do too much nor too little for either, it is respectfully submitted 
whether it would not be advisable to vest a considerable latitude of discretion in the Commissioners of the Genera 
Land Office, subject to some such regulations and limitations as follows, viz: ; ; 

That no land shall be sold, except such in respect to which the titles of the Indian tribes shall have been pre- 
viously extinguished. fen : 

That a sufficient tract or tracts shall be reserved and set apart for satisfying the subscribers to the proposed loan 
in the public debt, but that no location shall be for less than five hundred acres. : 

That convenient tracts shall, from time to time, be set apart for the purpose of locations by actual settlers, in 
quantities not exceeding, to one person, one hundred acres. : ; : 

That other tracts shall, from time to time, be set apart for sales in townships of ten miles square, except where 
they shall adjoin upon a boundary of some prior grant, or of a tract so set apart, in which cases there shall be no 
reater departure from such form of location than may be absolutely necessary. ; Ew 

That any quantities may, nevertheless, be sold by special contract, comprehended either within natural boun- 


daries or lines, or both. 
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That the price shall be thirty cents per acre, to be paid either in gold or silver, or in public securities, comput- 
ing those which shall bear an immediate interest of six per cent. as at par-with gold and silver; and those which bear 
a future or less interest, if any, they shall be ata proportional value. That certificates issued for land upon the 
proposed loan shall operate as warrants within the tract or tracts which shall be specially set apart for satisfying the 
subscribers thereto, and shall also be receivable in all payments whatsoever for lands by way of discount, acre tor acre. 

That no credit shall be given for any quantity less than a township of ten miles square, nor-more than two years’ 
credit for any greater quantity. : 

. That in every instance of credit, at least one quarter part of the consideration shall be paid down, and security, 
other than the land itself, shall be required for the residue. And that no title shall be given for any tract or part 
of a purchase, beyond the quantity for which the consideration shal] be actually paid. 

That the residue of the tra.t or tracts set apart for the subscribers to the proposed loan, which shall not have 
been — within two years after the same shall have been set apart, may then be sold on the same terms as any 
other land. ; 

That the Commissioners of each subordinate office shall have the management of all sales, and the issuing of 
warrants for all locations in the tracts to be set apart for the accommodation of individual settlers, subject to the su- 
perintendency of the Commissioners of the General Land Office, who may also commit to them the management of 
any other sales or locations, which it may be found expedient to place under their direction, That there shall be a 
Surveyor General, who shall have power to appoint a Deputy. Surveyor General in each of the Western Govern- 
ments, and a competent number of deputy surveyors to execute, in person, all warrants to them directed by the Sur- 
veyor General or the Deputy Surveyors General, within certain districts to be assigned to them respectively. ‘That 
the Surveyor General shall also have in charge all the duties committed to the Geographer General, by the several 
resolutions and ordinances of Congress. ‘That all warrants issued at the General Land Office shall be signed by 
the Commissioners, or such one of them as they may nominate for that purpose, and shall be directed to the Surveyor 
General. That all warrants, issued at a subordinate office, shall be signed by the Commissioners of such office, or 
by such one of them as they.may nominate for that purpose, and shall be directed to the Deputy Surveyor General 
within the Government. ‘That the priority of locations upon warrants shall be determined by the times of applica- 
tions to the Deputy Surveyors; and, in case of two applications for the same land at one time, the priority may be 
determined by lot. That the Treasurer of the United States shall be the receiver of all payments for sales made at 
the General Land Office, and may _ also receive deposites of money or securities for purchases intended to be made 
at the subordinate offices, his receipts or certificates for which shall be received.in — at those offices. ‘That 
the Secretary of each of the Western Governments shall be the receiver of all payments arising from sales 
at the office of such Government. That controversies concerning rights to patents or grants of land, shall be deter- 
mined by the Commissioners of that office under whose immediate direction or jurisdiction the locations, in respect 
to which they may arise, shall have been made. That the completion of all contracts and sales, heretofore made, 
shall be under the direction of the Commissioners of the General Land Office. That the Commissioners of the Ge- 
neral Land Office, Surveyor General, Deputy Surveyors General, and the Commissioners of the Land Officein each 
of the Western Governments, shall not purchase, nor shall others purchase for them in trust, any public lands. That 
the Secretaries of the Western Governments shall give security for the faithful discharge of their we as receivers 
of the Land Office. That all patents shall be signed by the President of the United States, or by the Vice Presi- 
dent, or officer of Government acting as President, and shall be recorded in the office, either of the Surveyor Gene- 
ral, or of the Clerk of the Supreme Court of the United States. That all officers, acting under the laws es- 

tablishing the Land Office, shall make oath faithfully to discharge their respective duties, previously to their 
entering upon the execution thereof. That, all surveys of land shall be at the expense of the purchasers or gran 
tees. ‘That the fees shall not exceed certain rates, to be specified in the law, affording equitable compensations 
for the services of the surveyors, and establishing reasonable and customary charges for patents and other office pa- 

ers for the benefit of the United States. That the Commissioners of the General Land Office shall, as soon as may 

e, from time to time, cause all the rules and regulations, which they may establish, to be published in one gazette, 
at least, in each State, and in each of the Western Governments where there is a gazette, for the information of the 
citizens of the United States. Regulations like these will define and fix the most essential particulars which can 
regard the disposal of the Western lands, and where they leave any thing to discretion will indicate the general 
principles or policy intended by the Legislature to be observed: for a conformity to which the Commissioners will, 
of course, be responsible. ‘They will, at the same time, leave room for accommodating to circumstances, which can- 
not, beforehand, be accurately appreciated, and for varying the course of proceeding, as experience shall suggest to 
be proper, and will avoid the danger of those obstructions and embarrassments in the execution, which would be to 
be apprehended from an endeavor at greater precision and more exact detail. 


All which is humbly submitted. 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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LAND CLAIMANTS IN THE NORTHWESTERN TERRITORY. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, DECEMBER 23, 1790. 


Unirep States, December 23d, 1790. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives: 

It appearing by the report of the Secretary of the Government northwest of the Ohio that there are certain cases 
respecting grants of land, within that territory, which require the interference of the Legislature of the United States, 
I have directed a copy of said repart, and the papers therein referred to, to be laid before you, together with a copy of 
the report of the Secretary of State upon the same subject. 

G. WASHINGTON. 


Vincennes, County oF Knox, July 31, 1790. 


Sir: 

The absence of the Governor having made it my duty to carry into effect, as far as possible, the resolution of 
Congress of the 29th of August, 1788, respecting the inhabitants of Post Vincennes, I bes leave to report not only 
my proceedings under that resolution, but some circumstances which, in my opinion, ought at this time to be com- 
municated, as very materially concerning the interests of the United States as well as individual settlers. 

The claims and pretensions of the people have very generally been exhibited; but, notwithstanding they were early 
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since been repeatedly called upon by me, yet I have no doubt there are a few instances of inattention and neglect. 
which I have provided for by publication No. 8, a copy of which is hereunto annexed. . 

For all the possessions which appear to have been made by French or British concessions, I have issued warrants 
of survey, as by the last page of Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, of theland records for the county of Knox, copies of al! 
which accompany this report. ; 

I have also directed that the four hundred acre lots to be given to every head of a family, should be laid off for 
the persons named in Nos. 1 aud 2, and allotted, excepting those that might fall to the absentees mentioned in the 
pages b and c of No. 2, which are to be retained, as there set forth, until the pleasure of Government is known. 

I beg leave, sir, to observe that there are a few instances where the ancient inhabitants (by removing from Vin- 
cennes to the Illinois country, or from that country to this place) cannot be included under the description of persons 
entitled to donation lands, and they humbly solicit that Congress would be graciously pleased to consider their situ- 
ation, and permit them to participate in the general bounty. 

I think it necessary here to remark, sir, that, although the lands and lots which have been ordered to be surveyed. 
appear, from very good oral testimony, to belong to those persons under whose names they are respectively entered. 
either by original grants to them made, purchase, or inheritance, yet there is scarcely one case in twenty where the 
title is complete, owing to the desultory manner in which public business has been transacted, and some other un- 
fortunate causes. 

The original concessions by the French and British commandants were generally made upon a small scrap of 
paper, which it has been customary to lodge in the notary’s office, who has seldom kept any book of record, but com- 
mitted the most important land concerns to. loose sheets, which, in process of time, have come into the possession 
of persons that have fraudulently destroyed them, or, unacquainted with their consequence, innocently lost or trifled 
them away: for, by the French usage, they are considered as family inheritance, and often descend to women and 
children. In one instance, and during the government of Mr. St. Ange here, a royal notary ran off with all the 
public papers in his possession, as by a certificate produced to mes; and I am very sorry further to observe that, in 
the office of Mr. Le Grand, which continued from the year 1777 to 1788, and where should have been the vouchers 
for important land transactions, the records have been so falsified, and there is such gross fraud and forgery, as to 
invalidate all evidence and information which I might otherwise have acquired from his papers. 

in addition, sir, to the ancient possessions of the people of Vincennes, under French and British concessions 
here, is about one hundred and fifty acres of land, constituting a part of the village, and extending a mile up the 
Wabash river, in front of their improved claims, which was granted by Mr. St. Ange to some of the Piankeshaw 
Indians, allotted into small divisions for their wigwams, and by them occupied and improved, until the year 1786, 
when the last of them moved off, selling, individually, as they took themselves away, their several parts and propor- 
tions. ‘The inhabitants now hold th's land, parcelled out amongst them in small lots, some of which are highly im- 
proved, and have been built upon before and since 1783. But imagining that a confirmation of any Indian purchase 
whatever might virtually involve some future questions of magnitude in this territory, I have postponed all order 
upon the subject until the pleasure of Congress can be known; in the mean time giving to the claimants my private 
opinion that they would be permitted to retain them, either by free gift or for some small consideration. 

A court of civil and crimina! jurisdiction, established at this place by J. Todd, Esq. under the authority of Vir- 
ginia, in June, 1779, and who eked out their existence to the summer of 1787, have, during that long period, con- 
tinued to make large grants of lands, even by their own acknowledgments, and without more authority for so doing 
than is set forth in No. 9. Many of the concessions which have been exhibited to me, in their name, they deny to 
have had any knowledge of; and, indeed, there are some reasons to conclude they may have been forged in the 
office of Mr. Le Grand, beforementioned, who was a servant of the court, and in whose hand writing the deeds have 
all been made out. 

I cannot find, from any information I have been able to acquire, that Mr. Todd ever delegated any power of 
granting land in this country, or, in fact, that he was endowed with it himself. On the contrary, I find by the acts 
of Virginia of 1779, that the lands northwest of the river Ohio were expressly excepted from location, and that it was 
declared no person should be allowed pre-emption, or any benefit whatever, from settling this side the said river; 
and the Governor was desired to issue his proclamation requiring all persons to remove themselves, and, in case of 
disobedience, to make use of an armed force. This is not to extend to French and other old inhabitants actually 
settled on or before that time in the villages of Post Vincennes and upon the Mississippi. It appears, however, by a 
proclamation of Mr. Todd’s, No. 10, given at Kaskaskias, the 15th day of June, 1779, that a, kind of authority was 
meant to be implied somewhere in the country. to grant lands, not only upon the river bottoms and prairies under the 
French restrictions, but in large quantities, and with more latitude at a distance therefrom; and twenty-six thousand 
acres have been granted away from that time to 1783, inclusive; and to the year 1787, (when General Harmar checked 
the abuse) twenty-two thousand more, though generally in parcels of four hundred acres, though some are much 
smaller, and do not exceed the size of house lots. The court has also granted to individuals, in some instances, tracts 
of many leagues square; but a sense of the impropriety of such measures has prevented the bringing forward those 
claims. Notwithstanding that some of tne four hundred acres and small lots, on or before 1783. yet the authority 
whence they were derived has been such that I could not consider them as “* rightful claims.”? ‘They are, however. 
sir, in a few: instances, under considerable cultivation and improvement, and some of the plantations and many of 
the small lots which have been granted by the court since that time, are now cultivated in tillage, and have been 
possessed by the present claimants, at much expense; but by far the greatest number of them were obtained at the 
cost of office fees only, and remain to this hour in a state of nature, or with no other alteration than has been neces- 
sary to convert them into sugar camps. , 

Upon the subject of those lands, sir, a petition has been presented to me by, and in behalf of, eighty Americans. 
setting forth that they were induced to come into this country by the court of Post Vincennes, with every assurance 
of their authority to make grants. That, in good faith of this, they have formed their establishments at consider- 
able expense, and must be involved in ruin, unless the generosity of Congress shall permit their holding them. 

The French inhabitants have also petitioned me upon the subject of court grants; some of which are now under 
cultivation, at no small expense and labor. 

I beg leave, sir, to lay the situation of those people before Government, most respectfully representing that 
the welfare and prosperity of a number of industrious and god citizens in this territory must depend very much 
upon their order. ; ; lt 

A petition has also been presented by the inhabitants of Vincennes, praying a confirmation of their commons, 
comprehending about two thousand four hundred acres of good, and three thousand acres of sunken lands. ‘They 
have been, it appears, thirty years under a fence, which is intended to confine their cattle within its boundaries. 
and keep them out of their wheat fields: for, contrary to the usage of farmers generally, the cattle are enclosed, and 
the cultivated lands are left at large, except those parts which immediately approach the commons. But this fence, 
and quiet possession under the French and British Governments, they seem to imagine entitles them to a good pre- 
scriptive right. It has been the usage of the commandants to make all their grants in writing; and, as this has not 
oo or any evidence of it, I think it my duty to refer the matter to Congress, as I am not authorized to 

ecide upon it. : 

One other petition, sir, I am constrained to introduce. It has been signed by one hundred and thirty-one Cana- 
dian, French, and American inhabitants, all enrolled in the militia, setting forth that many of them were heads of 
families soon after the year 1783. That, from their situation, they are liable to, and willing to perform, an extraordi. 
nary proportion of military duty, and soliciting that Congress would be pleased to make them a donation of lands. 
In justice to the petitioners, I think it incumbent on me to observe, that the commanding officer of the regular 
troops here has been obliged in some instances to demand their services for convoys of provisions up the Wabash 
river; and, from the weakness of the garrison, and the present difficulties of communication with other posts and 
the Ohio, that he may have frequent occasion for their aid, which I have no doubt will be yielded at all times with 
the greatest cheerfulness. 
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Before I close this letter, sir, I must take the liberty of representing to Congress, by desire of the citizens of 
this country, and as a matter which I humbly conceive they should be informed of, that, there are, not only at this 
place, but in the several villages upon the Mississippi, considerable claims for supplies furnished the troops of Vir- 
cinia before and since 1783, which no person yet has been authorized to attend to, and which is very injurious to 
the interest and feelings of men who seem to have been exposed to a variety of distresses and impositions by charac- 
ters pretending to have acted under the orders of that Government. | ; aks 

The people of Vincennes have requested me to make known their sentiments of fidelity and attachment to the 
sovereignty of the United States, and the satisfaction they feel in being received into their protection, which I beg 
leave to communicate in their own words, by the copy of an address presented me on the 23d instant. 

If, in this long letter of report and representation, I may appear to have tediously dwelt upon the claims and 
pretensions of the people of this country, f request, sir, that it may be attributed to that desire which I feel at all 
times faithfully to execute the attentions necessary to individual interests, and the great duty I owe to Government. 

With every sentiment of respect to your Excellency and Congress, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedi- 


ent humble servant, 
WINTHROP SARGENT. 
The Presiwenr of the United States. 


No. I. 


Town at Post Vincennes, July 13, 1790. 
SIR! 

From the best information I have been able to acquire, confirmed by the testimony of the gentlemen of the 
Courts of Quarter Sessions of the Peace and Common Pleas, as well as Judge of Probate, given me in the presence 
of yourself, Major Hamtramck, and Major Vigo, I believe the following to be an accurate list of .the heads of fami- 
lies settled at Post Vincennes, on and before the year 1783, and residents here at this time: consequently they are 
entitled to the donation lands promised them by Congress; and you will please to consider this as your sufficient 
warrant for surveying and allotting them agreeably to the commission given you for that purpose. Patents will 





issue as soon as your returns are made into my office. 


To Samve. Barrp, Esq. 


Joseoh Andrez, 
Louis Alare, 
Francois Brouillet, 
Vital Boucher, 
Francois Fearoye, jr. 


Marie, widow of Louis Boyer, 


John Babtiste Binette, 
Amable Boulon, 
Charles Bonneau, 
Charles Bugand, 
Michael Bordeleau, 
Nicholas Baillarjon, 
Michael Brouillet, 
Francois Bosseron, 
Francois Baroye, sen. 
Antoine Bordeleau, sen. 
Louis Brouillet, 

Louis Boyer, jr. 

John Babtiste Cardinal, 
Francois Coder, 

Pierre Carnieyer, 
Joseph Chabot, 

Antoine Caty, 

Francois Compagnot, 
Jacques Cardinal, 
Joseph Chartier, 

John Charpentier, 
Louis Coder, 

Jacob Charbonneau, 
Pierre Chartier, sen. 
Moses Carter, 

Antoine Drouettee, 
John Babtiste Dubois, 
John Babtiste Ducheme, 
Charles Dielle, 

Charles Delisle, 

Pierre Daigneau, 
Antoine Darrys, ° 
Louis De Claureier, 
John Babtiste De Elaureier, 


Honorez Darrys, 
Charles Dudevoir, 
Amable Delisle, 
Jacque Denye, 
Joseph Ducharme, 
Bonnaventure Derogier, 
Nicholaus Ditard, 
Francois Desause, 
Louis Edeline, 
Joseph Flamelin, 
John Babtiste Joyale, 
Paul Gamelin, 
Charles Guielle, 
Toussaint Goder, 
Antoine Gamelin, 
Pierre Gamelin, 
Amable Gaurguipis, 
Alexis Asttuse Gallionois, 
Pierre Gilbert, 

John Babtiste Harpin, 
Joseph Hunot, sen. 
Etienne Jacques, 
Edward Johnston, 
Jacques Latrimouille, 
Francois Legnon, 
Joseph Lognon, 
Jacque Lacroix, 
Pierre Laforest, 
Antony Luneford, 
Charles Languedoc, 
Jacque Lamotte, ~ 
Andrez Languedoc, 
Renez. Langlois, 
Joseph Levrond, 
Louis Laderoute, 
Francois Languedoc, 
Louis Lamare, 

John Babtiste Maugen, 
Pierre Malette, 
Antoine Malette, 


WINTHROP SARGENT. 


Andrez Monplesir, 
Louis Meteyer, 
Francois Minie, 

John Babtiste Milliet, 
Nicholas Mayot, 
Francois Mallet, 

Joseph Mitchel, 

Antoine Marier, 
Frederick Mahl, 

Joseph Malette, 

John Babtiste Mois, 
Michael Neau, 

John Babtiste Ouilette, 
Joseph Perodeau, 
Guillaume Payes, 

Pierre Perret, 

Amable Perron, 

Pierre Quenez, sen. 
John Babtiste St. Marie Racine, 
Pierre Regnez, 

Francois Racine, 

Pierre et Andrez Racine, 
Louis Ravalet, 

Louis Roupiault, 

Joseph Raux, 

Joseph St. Marie, 
Joseph Sabolle, 

John Babtiste St. Aubin, 
Etienne St. Marie, 
Francois Turpin, 
Francois Trudel, 

Joseph Tougas, 

Frangois Vachetie, 

John Babtiste Vaudrye, 
John Babtiste Vaudrye, jr. 
Francis Vigo, 
Alexander Vallez, 
Antoine Vaudrye, 

John Babtiste Vilray, 
Nicholaus Charpaid. 





Angelic, widow of Etienne Phillibert, 
Mary Louis, widow of Nicholas Perrot, 
Felicité, widow of Francois Peltier, 
Louisa, widow of André Peltier, 
Angelic, widow of Francis Basinet, 
Marie, widow of Nicolaus Cardinal, 
Susanna, widow of Pierre Coder, 


Ann, widow of Moses Henry, 

Catarine, widow of John Babtiste Lafontaine, 
Maudeline, widow of St. Jean Lagarde, 

Veronic, widow of Gabriel Legrand, 

Marie Louise, widow of John Phillip Marie Legrats, 
Louisa, widow of Antoine Lefevre, 

Catarine, widow of Amable Lardoise, 

Marian, widow of Louis Denorgon, Maudeline, widow of Joseph Stone, 

Marie, widow of Joressaints Denorgon, Genevieve, wife of Joseph Labuissiere, the husband 
Veronique, widow of Gilliome Daperon, deserted, 

Francoise, widow of Ambreise Dagenet, Renez Godere dit Pannah, 

Genevieve, widow of Pierre Gumare, Agate, widow of Amable Dumay. 


es ac nati Anebeeenhiae Recetas 
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The following list of names is certainly within the letter of the resolution of Congress; and it appears to me that 
they are entitled to donation lands; but the consideration annexed to the grants in the Illinois country, leaves some 
doubts in my mind as to the propriety of decision until I can refer the matter. You will, however, lay off the 
necessary number of lots, to be for their use and benefit if Congress shall so direct, or otherwise to revert to the 


United States.. 
WINTHROP SARGENT. 


Thomas Dalton, He was a military officer here on and before the year 1783, head of a family, and owner of lands, 
which he has not disposed of, but in the last year he went to New Orleans, where he is a tavern keeper. 

William Hamilton. A settler and head of a family in 1783, but now resident in Kentucky; he has lands here. 

Joseph Rouse. Head of a family here in 1783, sold his property and removed to the Illinois, but claims his dona- 


tion lands at this place. Lae ene rad 
André Roy. Head of a family in 1783, now living at the Illinois, owner of lands, and also claims his donation. 


lot Post Vincennes. my ; 
Louis Bergeron. Head of a family in 1783, has sold his property, and removed to the Illinois, but claims the 


donation lot here. ; 
John Babtiste Chartier. Head of a family in 1783, has sold his property, and gone over to the Spanish settlements, 


but claims his donation land. ae 
Joseph Dubé. Head of a family in 1783, now gone to the Spanish settlements, has lands here, and claims the 


donation lot. 

Guilbaut Charles. A claimant as Dubé, and in similar situation. ; 

The widow of Pier Peron. Is gone to New Orleans, but left children at this place; her husband was the head o! 
a family, and the donation land is claimed for the children. 


N. B. It is observed of these people that the scarcity of provisions and their poverty forced them away, but that 


they will return. 
Louis Lem.y. Now living at Kahokia. 
Andrez Roy. Retains his property here, but is absent. 
Francois Roussiant. Now living at Kahokia. 
Ambrose Dumais. Has property here, but is absent. 
Dennis Le Barge. Ancient settler, but absent. 
Frangois St. Marie. Ancient settler, but absent. 


Sir: 

You are also to survey, lay off, and bound, the several tracts and parcels of land hereafter specified, for, and at 
the expense of, the proper claimants, and return plats thereof, as soon as may be, into the office of the Secretary of the 
Territory. And you will please to observe that the measurements of all ancient rights must be by the French acre 
or arpent, which has heretofore been the standard of land measure in this as well as the Illinois country. 

WINTHROP SARGENT. 


Samvex Batrp, Esquire. 


For Frederic Berger. A lot in Post Vincennes, of twenty-five toises, one side to the church lands, another to An- 
drez Montplesir, and two others to streets. 

John St. Aubin. A piece of land, two acres in front, and the usual depth, one side to Nicholas Chasseau, and ano- 
ther side to Dayneaux. A lot of one hundred and fifty feet, one side to Levron, and the three others to streets. 
Another lot, fifty-one feet by thirty; one side to. Regis, another to the common, and two sides tostreets. Another, 
seventy-two feet by one hundred and fifty; one side to Brisard, another to unlocated lands, and two sides to streets. 
’ The rie Denorgon. A piece of land three acres in front, and usual depth; one side to Barr, and the other te 

zappamboise. 

Michael Neau. A lot one hundred and fifty feet, one side to Peter Coder and another to Louis Mallet. 

Charles Bonneau. A lot one hundred and seventy four by one hundred and fourteen feet, one side to Bene Coder. 
= dacs 2 egg ge . — and ag mer = one ¢ main street. 

‘rancis Mallet. piece of land, two acres in front and usual depth, by the meadow of the Bi ; 
one hundred and fifty by one hundred and a feet situated above ie fort. en a iat 
Nicholas Chapart. A lot two hundred and four by one hundred and eighty feet; one side to a street running 
to rn — — pape toa ae running to _ not — re 
ouis Edeline. A piece of land two acres in front, and customary depth, one side to Dainaux, anotherto Sans- 
chagrin, and by the Big Marsh Meadow. One lot of twenty-five toises, one side to Chabot, and three sides to aeets 
A piece of land, four acres ir front by the usual depth, one side to J. L. Denorgon, and other side church land. 
— ver se & ei - eo cg i — — streets. 
ichael Bordeleau. A piece of land, two acres front the usual depth, one side to Proux and the 
Buelle. A lot one hundred and fifty by one hundred and shirty cit fect, facing four streets. Another Jy ‘the 
town, on which stood a barn. The quantity and boundaries are not expressed in the original concession, and it 
must be so laid off as not to interfere with the streets of the village, or lot of any other person. 
Laurent Bazadonne. A lot thirty-eight fee+ wide, from a street to a lane—one side to Louis Boyer. 
John Binet. A lot one hundred and fifty by one hundred and thirty-two feet, one side to Arpin, another to 


Charles Lachin, and two sides to streets. 
Antony Caty. A piece of land, two acres front by the usual depth, one side to Louis Edeline and the other to 


Joseph Leveron, near the Big Marsh. ; 

Alexander Vallee. A lot one hundred and fifty feet, one side to Francois Barois, another to Michael Neal!, and 
two sides to streets. "Two acres, by the usual depth, one side to Touissant Noyon, and the other by St. Louis. 

Joseph Tougas. A lot one hundred and fifty feet, one side to Sansosy and another to Anoyon. Twoarpents in 
front by usual depth, by the marsh of Cathilinettes, one side to Tougas and the other Louis Bergeron. Three acres 
in front by usual depth, in Cathilinette, aside to Francois Barois and another to Joseph Raux. 

James Cardinal. A piece of land three acres in front and usual depth, on the other side the Hog Swamp, and 
joining the lands of Lachine. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Languedoc and another to Carron. 

Peter Mallet. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Lewis Mallet, and the other thiree sides to streets. 

John ‘Toulon. A lot one hundred and fifty feet square, one side to Bakus, another to Jacques Lamotte. 

Nicholaus Ballaidron. ‘Two acres in front and the usual depth, in the prairie of the Grand Marsh, one side to 
Peter Godere, the other to Vaudrye. 

Nicholaus Ballaidron. A lot three hundred feet by one hundred and fifty, one side to church, another to Moreau. 
A lot one hundred and fifty feet, one side to St. Jean and to two streets, other boundary not mentioned. 

John Decker. A lot one hundred and fifty by one hundred and fourteen feet, in the common. 

Frangois Languedoc. A lot eighteen toises by twenty-five, one side to a street and one side to Redyente. A 
piece of Jand two acres in front by forty in depth, one side to Plifford and ariother to vacant lands. 

John Babtiste Millet. A lot in the village, one side to Peter Pecon and another to Francis Dagneau. 

Stephen St. Marie. A lot of twenty-five toises, one side to Cardinal, another to Raperault and facing two streets. 

James Walls. A lot fifty by twenty-five toises, one side to Andres and three sides to the streets. 

Nicholaus Myot. A lot twenty-six toises, one side is Yeter Coder and the other to streets. 

Alexis Ouilette. A lot twenty-five toises by twelve and a half, one side to Bolon and another to Derozier. 

Vital Boucher. A lot twenty-eight toises, one side to Cardinal and another to Dubois. 
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_ Also a lot of twenty-five toises, one side to Joseph Charretiere, another to John Baptiste Harpin. 
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idow of Joseph Leveson. _A piece of land, two acres in front, by the usual depth; one side to Sanschagrin,. 
PP ye = by Chaboute, near the Big Swamp. Also a lot twenty-five toises; one side by Sanschagrin, and others by 
streets, both supnosed to belong to A. Languedoc. ; ; 

‘Andrew Lan, iedoc. A piece of land, nine acres in front by the usual depth, to begin at the common fence to- 

ittle m.ver. . ; : 
— Ba tiste Frichette. A lot of twenty-five toises, one side to Hamilton, and another to Vigo. 

Charles Cate. A piece of land, two acres front by the usual depth; one side to-Laceste, and another to Riendo. 
A lot twenty-eight toises square, and house thereon. Ors 

The widow and children of Nicholas Cardinal. A lot twenty-six toises square; one side to widow Tranbulle, 
and another to Peter Queret. A lot in the village, twenty-five toises; one side to Bonneau, and another to the do- 
main.’ A tract of land, two acres by forty; one side to Berthuit, and the other to Godere. 

Peter Queret. A lot in the village; one side to his father, and another to M. Vigo. ; 

The widow of Antvine Lefevre. A lot of eighteen toises five feet by twenty-four toises five feet; one side to 
Bonneau, and another to Vaudrye. A tract of two acres in front, and the usual depth in the Little Prairie; one side 
to Racine, and the other to Crepeaux. ; ‘ 

Joseph Perredeau. A lot twenty-five toises; one side to Trudel, and another to Bonneau. _ 

Joseph Perredeau the younger. A lot of twenty-five toises; one side to Johnston, and three sides to streets. 

Andrez Monplesir. 8 wo acres in front, and usual depth, near the Cathilinette; one side to Lamotte, fronting 
on the river. A lot twenty-five toises by three streets, and a barn thereon, granted by St. Marie. Alsou a lot twenty- 
five tuises; one side to Bergen, and fronting two streets, formerly belonging to Brouillet. AR 

The children of Andrew Pelliere. ‘Two acres in front by the ordinary depth, by lands of Diri. A lot twenty- 
five toises; one side to Astringus, and another to J. B. Richard. mi svn, ds oA 

The widow of Charles Lefevre. ‘Two acres in front by the usual depth, in ihe prairie of Cathilinette, bounding 
on lands of Dubras, called the Italian. A lot in the village, bounded by M. Vigo and three streets. 

James Latrimouille. Two acres in front by the usual depth, at the Nut Point; one side to Vaudrye, and the 
other to Coder. A lot of twenty-five by twenty-four toises; one side to Dagnet, and another to Drouet. 

Charles Dudevoir. A lot twenty-two feet by ten toises; one side to Small, and another to Connoyer. ‘T'wo lots 
fifty by twenty-five toises, to Binet, and three streets. Two acres in front, at the Nut Point, bounded by the ancient 
common fence and Baptiste Ducheane. Two acres in front by forty in depth, at the Big Swamp Prairie; one side 
to Mallet, and another to Bordeleau. 

For the church. Four arpents front upon the Wabash, by the usualdepth. A lot where the church stands, about 
twenty toises, for the church or Mr. Antoine Gamelin, 

Louis Leneveu. A lot of twenty-five toises; one side to Read, and another to Luntsford.. 

Honore Danis. A lot of a toises, on which is his house. Two acres of land in front by the usual 
depth, near the little river; one side to St- Aubin, and the other to Bourger. ; 

Francis Vachet. A lot of twelve toises square; one side to Cardinal, and another to Dubois. Vachet also 
claims, by purchase from the Indians, land in addition, sufficient to inake the lot twenty-one by twenty-five toises; 
but I cannot warrant the survey of the latter part. ' 

Francis Baril. A lot of thirty toises; one side to churchyard, and another to John Larue. 

The heirs of Moses Henry. A lot seventy feet by twenty-five toises; one side to Bordeleau and to three streets. 

Rene Langlois. A lot twenty-five toises; one side to Monplaisir, and two others to Charles Languedoc. Two 
acres in front by the ordinary depth, at the Cathilinette; one side to Barois, and another to Bordeleau. 

Francis Vigo. ‘The house where he now resides, and two lots: one twenty-five toises square, bounding to Queret, 
and the other thirty toises by twenty-five; one side to Latippe. Also, four lots joining each other, and twenty-five 
toises square each: on one of the lots is a house belonging formerly to Saboulle. Also, two acres in front by the ordi- 
nary depth, from the Elm Road, one side to Connoyer, and the other to Michael Brouillet: a continuation to the river 
is also mentioned in the claim, but this is an Indian purchase, and not now to be surveyed. Also, a lot twenty-five r 
toises; one side to Villeneuve, and the three others to streets. Also, a lot twelve toises in front, from St. Louis’s to 
St. Honore’s street; one side to widow Legras. Also, two tracts of two acres each in front by forty deep, north side 
of the Wabash, and opposite the villages one side by a road leading to the prairies, and the other side by the lands 
of Paquin. Two lots twenty-five by fifty toises, and a barn thereon; one side to J. B. Vaudrye the younger and 
Frangois Barois, and three sides to streets. : 

The widow Astargus. A lot one hundred and fifty feet; one side to Laforet, and another to Boisverd, and two & 

sides to streets. 

Philip Chats. A lot seventy-five by one hundred and fifty feet; one side to Renez Langlois, another to the 
widow Peltier, and facing two streets. Another lot one hundred and fifty feet; one side to Charles Berjon, another 
to Francis Basseron, and to two streets. 

Peter Kerre, senior. A lot one hundred and seventy-four by one hundred and fifty feet; one side to Gaynolet, 
another to Harpin, and two sides to streets. : 

Robert Johnson. ‘Two house lots in town, on which his house now stands. 

Late widow of Joseph Brassard. A lot of twelve toises fronting St. Louis street; one side to Bassadon, and 
another to Connoyer. . . 

John Baptiste Richard. A lot in the village; one side to Boisverd, and another to Lafuellarde. 

Stephen St. Marie. A lot twenty-five toises; one side to Cardinal, and another to Rapuault. 

John Baptiste Binet. Two acres in front on the river Wabash, and to Dagneau and St. Pierre, near Cathilinetie. 

John Dovritt. A lot twenty: five toises by twenty-three, one side to Delorier, and three sides to streets. Also 
two acres in front by usual depth, in the Nut Prairie, one side to Dennis and another to Connoyer. 

James Lamothe. ‘Two acres in front by the ordinary depth, one side to Joachin, the other Mentelveir. 

The heirs of Joseph’ Lafuillarde. A lot twenty by twenty-five toises, one side to Sucrot and the other to 
Richards. Two acres in front by the usual depth, at the Cathilinettes, one side to Godere, another to Barada. 

Francis Basseron. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Philip Chattes, another to Haslin. 

Francis Lognion. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Francis Brouillet and another ¢o Corneau. 

Peter Laforest. A lot of twenty-four by twenty toises, one side to Nicholas and the other to Caty. 

Louis Seguin. A lot eleven toises by twenty-five, one side to the widow Gumau and another to Mrs. Hunot. 

Anthony Marie. A lot twenty-five toises, or nearly that, bounded by four streets. Also, a lot twenty-five toises, 
one side to Marie. ' 

Allen Ramsay, A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Cuntz and another to Bogle. 

Ursule Cointe. A lot thirty-six by twenty-five toises, one side to Keepler and another to Church Lands. 

Charles Bergaud. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Philip Chat, another to vacant ground, and _ two sides to 
streets. ‘T'wo acres in front, one side to Vallez and another to Languedoc, near the Big Swamp. Some of this 
land is sold to Page, and the boundaries are not well expressed. Care must be taken not to exceed the ancient 
possession. 

Francis Campagnote. A lot of twenty-five toises, one side by Meteiller, another by Brirard, and by two streets. 

The widow of Peter Grimare. A*house and lot, the boundaries not expressed, but to be pecenche:f agreeable to 
possession, not interfering with the streets. 

Louis Coder. A lot of land twenty-five toises, one side to Danis and three others by streets. Two acres in 

front the usual depth, in the prairie des Cathilinette, one side to Laforest. 

Joseph St. Marie. A lot one side to Joseph Andrews, another to St. Louis street, and one side to the Wabash. 


Louis Aller. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Villeray and three sides to streets. 

Amable Bolon. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Antoine Richarville, and another to Dubvis. 

Joseph Hunot. A lot eighteen toises by twenty-five, one side to Peter Peret and another to Laderoute. 
3 p 











~ 


— 


ggg: = ee at at ee a 


a 
ann ee 
ag Se SS Set 





mer reny ra 


a 
' 
: 








F. P. A. and John Baptiste Racine, heirs of J. B. Racine. A lot of thirty toises, from St. Honore street to 


the next ensuing street, one side by Crely. ‘Two acres in front by the usual depth in the Little River Prairie, one 


side to Brouillette and the other to Madame Chapau. > 

Francis Boyer. A lot of twenty-five toises, one side to Lafraniere and the other to Richard Francis Turpin. 
A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Dagneau and the three others to streets. 

James McNutty. A lot in the village, one side to Mr. Boyer, another by Charbonneau. 

Joseph Chartier. A lot-in the village, one side to Small and another to Joseph St. Marie. Two acres in front 
by forty deep at Nut Point, one side to Charbonneau and another to Vaudrye. 

Michael Brouillet. A lot eighteen tvises in front, one side to Connoyer and fronting St. Louis and St. Honore 
streets. Also a lot twenty-five toises, one side to Charpentier and two others by streets. Also a tract two acres 
in front, in Nut Prairie, one side to St. Marie, and another to Codere. ‘| 

Louis Mallet. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Peter Mallet and three others by streets. Two acres in 
front by the usual depth, in the Big Swamp Prairie, one side to Nicholas and the other to Champagnotte. 

Antoine Bordelau. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Dagneau. 

Antoine Marie. A lot twenty-five toises, one side by his own lot. Three acres in front by forty deep, in the 
Big Swamp Prairie, one side to Pagé and the other to Hunot. 

John Baptiste Vaudrye. A lot twenty-six toises and two feet by seventeen and a half toises, one side to Gi- 
bault, and another to Madame Chapau, and another to, Pierre Gamelin. Also a lot twenty-five toises, one side to 
M r. Cartier and to three streets. Also two acres by the usual depth, in the Big Swamp Prairie, one side to La- 
franieu and the other by Baillargon. Also, two acres by the usual depth, in the Prairie on the Little River, one 
side to Charretier and the other to Latrimouille. 

Francis Miny. A lot twelve and a half toises by twenty-five, one side to Dubois and another to McNutty. 

John Baptiste Ouillette. ‘Three acres in front, by the usual depth, on the mill creek at the Yellow Banks, 
where is a saw and a grist mill. 

Thomas Dalton. A lot in St. Louis street, thirty-one and an half feet front, and extending to the river, one side 
to Joseph André. ; 

The widow of Lewis Bowyer. A lot thirteen toises by twenty-five, one side to McNutty and to Charbonneau. 
Part of this lot supposed to be claimed by McNutty. 

Jacob Pea. A lot of twenty-five tuises, one side to Wyant and another to Sullivan. 

Peter Bonneau. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Antoine Lefevre and another to Peter Gamelin. Also 
one acre in front by forty deep, on the Elm road, one side to Honore Darris and the other to John Baptiste St. Aubin. 

Francis Dumais. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Bonneau and another to Lognon. 

Peter Connoyer. A lot where he now lives, one side to Michael Brouillette, and three sides by streets. Also, 
another lot nearly opposite, one side by the late widow Brassard, another to Lachine, and in front by St. Louis 
street. Also, a lot sixteen toises in front, one side to Michael Brouilette, and another to a cross street that leads to 
the river and St. Honore street. Also, a lot fronting out on St. Louis street, and to the banks of the river, one 
side to Mr. Vigo, and another to widow Legrand. Also, a lot twenty-four toises, one side to Defisle, and another 
to Madame Cardinal, and two sides to the streets. Also, a tract two acres in front, by the usual depth east of the 
village by the Elm road, one side to Peter Querez, and the other to Mr. Vigo. A small lot and house thereon, upon 
the bank of the river, formerly belonging to Peltier. : 

Antoine Vaudrye. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Barois. 

Ursule Clermont. Two acres in front, by forty deep, in the Big Swamp Prairie, one side to Peter Coder, and 
another to Lachine. 

Peter Perret. A Jot twenty-five toises, one side to Hunot, and another to Denoyon and two streets. 

Louis St. Aubin. A lot about twenty-five toises square, one side to Toujas, in rear to church lands, and by two 
streets. 

Luke Decker. A lot twenty-five toises by fifty, one side to Sullivan, and three sides to streets. A tract of two 
acres in front, by forty in depth, on the river Du Chi, and one side to Martin. This tract is said to have been by a 
French concession: but none has yet been produced. His house is built thereon. 

Gennevieve Vilieneuve. A lot of twenty-five toises, one side to Ranger, and another to Mr. Bosseron, and by 
two streets. ‘Two acres in front, by forty deep, in the prairie of the big marsh, one side to Charles Villeneuve, and 
another to Charles Bonneau. 

Charles Villeneuve: A lot nineteen toises by twenty-nine, one side to Mr. Vigo, and on three sides by streets. 
Also, a lot to Madame Cardinal, Delisle’s lots, and Pierre Bonneau, and fronting two streets. Also, two acres in 
front by the usual depth, in the Big Swamp Prairie, one side to Jean Lazarde and Chapart, and the other Hapelin. 

John Francis Hamtramck. A lot thirty-three by thirty-four feet, one side to another lot of his, and a side to 
Adamhar St. Martin. Another lot bounding on the last, and one side Mr. Bassadon, in front to a street, and the 
rear to the river bank. . 

Reverend Peter Gibault. A lot about fourteen toises, one side to Mr. Millet, another to Mr. Vaudrye, and to 
two streets. 

James Charbonneau. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to McNutty, and on three sides by streets. Also, two 
acres in front by forty in depth, in the Little River Prairie, one side to Beloup, and another to Antoine Lefevre. 

Louis Ravelet. A lot twenty-five tuises, one side to Metier, and another to Campagnote, and by two streets. 

John Baptiste Villeraye. A lot of twenty-five toises, one side to Louis Allare, and three sides to streets. 

William Page. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Baillargon, another side by ‘next described lot, and two 
sides to streets. Another lot twenty-five toises, one side to last lot. A tract of land of two acres in front, which 
has been directed for survey under Bengaud’s name, and it seems is in dispute. Also, a tract of land of three acres 
in front by forty in depth, in the Big Swamp Prairie, one side to Marie, and another to Arpent. 

Nichslas Chapart. Two acres in front by forty in depth, near the Big Swamp, one side to Villeneuve, and the 
other to Dagneau. Another tract, two acres in front by forty in depth, in the Big Swamp Prairie, one side to Mal- 
let, and another to Roi. ts 

Vitalle Boucher. ‘Two acres in front by forty in depth, in front by the Elm road, and one side to Cardinal, the 
other to Ducherne. 

Ann Springer. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Andre Languedoc, and three others to streets. 

Peter Latour. A lot twenty-nine toises by nine, one side to Turdelle, another to Bonneau, and two sides to 
streets. 

Toussaints Dubois. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Peter Gamelin, and_ another to James Cardinal, and 
two sides to streets. Two acres in front by forty in depth, one side to Andrez Roi, and another to John Baptiste 


ol. 
Charles Dielle. Two acres by front and forty deep on the north side of the Wabash, one side to Paul Gamelin, 
and — to Peter Latour. The original concession, or the best evidence of it, must be produced, before this sur- 
vey is made. 
' kann Petit. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to John Baptiste St. Aubin, another to Francis Languedoc, 
and by two streets. : 

Susannah Bolon. A lot of twenty-five toises by twenty-four; one side to Nicholas Mayot, the other three to 
streets. 

William Park. <A lot of twenty-five toises, one side to Cotis, and another to Guitar, and two sides by streets. 
Two acres in front by forty in depth, in the Big Swamp Prairie, one side to Richarville, and another by Peter Car- 
tier. A lot of twenty-five toises, one side to Ganuchon, another to Bawhus, and by two streets. 

Robert Ficron. A lot twenty-five toises, one side by Stephen .St. Marie, and another to the next lot. A lot 
twenty-five toises, one side to last lot, another to Lafremiere, and by two streets. ‘Those lots are supposed to be 
old French concessions. 
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Widow of Gabriel Legrand. A lot about fourteen toises in front, one side to Connoyer, one side to the river, 
and two sides to streets. : : . 

Amable Guarguepie. A lot of twenty by twenty-five toises, one side to Bosseron, another to Dubois. Two 
acres in front by forty in depth, at the Nut Point, one side to Cardinal and another to Latrimouille. 

Watts, McNutty, and Simson. Two acres in front by the ordinary depth in the Cathilinette Prairie, one side 
to Reaux and another to Dielle. : : ; 

John Baptiste Harpin. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to John Small, another to Joseph St. Marie, and to 
two streets. A tract of land two acres in front by forty deep, one side to Mr. Page and another to J. B. Vaudry. 
Also one acre'in front by forty deep in the grand Marais Prairie, one side to Perodeau, and another to Neau. Also 
a lot twenty-five toises, one side toeDockac and another to Peter. ; 

Gerome Crely. A lot eight toises by nineteen, one side to St. Marie’s heirs, another to Francois Barois and on 
two others by streets. ye E ¢ , , 

Joseph Duchram. One acre and ‘three quarters in front by forty in depth, north side the Wabash, one side to 
Paul Gamelin and another to Carron. ‘ ’ ; 

Amable Delisle. A lot twelve and a half toises by twenty-five, one side to Nicholas Baillargon, and another to 
Stephen Bowyer, and the rear to William Page, front a street. ; ; 

The widow of Peter Coder. A tract of land, two acres in front by forty in depth, in the Grand Marsh Prairie, 
une side to Baillargon, and another to Chabot. ; 

Peter Gamelin. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Joseph Hamelin, another to Toussaints Dubois, and by 
two streets. Another lot eighteen by twenty-five toises, one side to J. B. Milliet, another to Bonneau, near to 
Vaudrey. Also two acres in front by forty in depth in the Cathilinettes, one side to Barois and another to Peltier. 

John Small. A lot about fifty-two toises in front on St. Louis street, running back to the river bank, and on 
two sides streets. Also alot twenty-five by eighteen toises, one side to Arpent, another to Shiskey, and on two 
sides streets. 

Louis Brouillet. A lot of thirteen toises, fronting on St. Honore street and back to the beach, one side to 
Antoine Mallet, and the other by a street. ‘There seems to be some additional claim of a amall part of a lot adjoin- 
ing, which must be inquired into upon the survey; by the papers handed in it is very unintelligible. 

John Tougas. A lot of twelve toises in front on St. Honore street, one side to J. M. Barovis, and three sides to 
streets. 

Paul Gamelin. A lot twelve and a half toises on St. Louis street, and extending back to the beach, one side to 
Adamher St. Martin, and the other by Calvary street. Two acres in front by forty in depth, north side of Wabash. 
This in two tracts, one bounded by Ducharm and Gueille, and the other to Detau and Connoyer. 

The heirs of Daniel Sullivan. A lot twenty-five toises by thirty-eight, one side to Chabot, and another to 
church lands, and by two streets. Also a tract eight acres in front and sixty in depth, fronting on the Wabash, 
originally granted to Chapart: four acres are to be on each side the Little River, whereon is built a mill. T'wo acres 
in front by forty in depth in the Cathilinette Prairie, one side to Dominique Bergand, and the other to Laforest. 
Another tract, two acres in front, situated in the Cathilinette Prairie, behind the ancient lands, and extending back 
to Otter Pond, one side to Ballargon, and old French improvement. | 

John Martin. T'wo acres in front by forty in depth in the Cathilinette Prairie, one side to Meteller, and another 
to the lot of Sims on McNutty and Watts. 

Benjamin Bawhus. A lot of thirty toises by twenty-five, one side to Ganuchon, and on the other by the next 
lot and by two streets. A lot thirty toises by twenty-five, one side to the above lot, another Meldrum and Park, 
and by two streets. A tract two acres in front situated on the Grand Prairie west of the village from the Wabash 
to the Cathilinette swamp, one side to James Dony’s, and the other to Alexander Vallez. 

James McNutty. A lot, south to Page—west by church lands, and by twe streets. 

Adambher St. Martin. A lot upon the Wabash, front to St. Louis street, one side to Nicholas Perrot, and the 
other to Paul Gamelin. He claims this as a mortgagee. 

James Johnson. A lot twenty-five toises, one side to Joseph Lafleure, and by three streets. 

Alexander Fowler. A house Jot in the village, one side to Decker, another to Baptiste Commefaux. 

Louis Meteiller. A lot twenfy-six toises by fifty, one side to Joseph Levron, another to Brizard,, and two 
sides by streets. ae ; 

Peter Cartier. A lot twenty-six toises by nage: 3 nine, one side to Francis Mallet, and on three others by streets. 
Another lot of twenty five toises, one side to Mr. Vigo and three sides to streets. A tract of two acres in front by 
forty, in the prairie below the village, one side to park, and another to John Baptiste Lafreniere. 

ohn Baptiste Tougas. A tract of land a to the village, two acres and a half front by the usual depth. 
This was originally granted to Noveaux, with the addition of another half acre, which has been transferred. Mr. 
‘lougas claims at this time three acres, half an acre of which having been granted by the court, cannot be confirmed 
by me at this time. 

Antoine Gameljn. A lot of about thirty toises, fronting on St. Honore street and running to the Wabash. 
This lot, it appears from certificates, was originally granted to the church, and has been by the church wardens 
exchanged for the ground upon which the church now stands. It will be confirmed either to the church or Mr. 


Gamelin. 
WINTHROP SARGENT. 
VincEennEs, July 31, 1790. 


No. 8. 
Proceedings of July 18th, from the Journals. 


July 18th, was made the following publication, viz: 


All persons who have exhibited their claims to lands in this settlement are desired to call and receive their 
papers at Major Vigo’s, between the hours of twelve and two this morning, or from four to six this evening. 

If there be ary who have not yet attended to the repeated demands upon this business, they are to leave their 
papers at the office of the notary public, within sixty days from the date hereof. 

Warrants of survey for most of the ancient claims and possessions will be put into the hands of Mr. Baird, and 
patents of confirmation are to be issued, as svon as he shall have completed the surveys, and returned plats thereof 
into the office of the Secretary of the Territory. But where the titles have not yet been properly explained, which 
is the case in some instances, it will be necessary that the persons applying for their patents, give the best possible 

roof that they are entitled to them. There can be no doubt, but many of the ancient concessions may have been 

ost, and all record of them destroyed. In such cases it will be proper to produce the testimony of some of the old 
—_ that lands, claimed under such circumstances, have heretofore been occupied, under the authority of the 

rench and British Governments, by the persons from they pretend to derive their rights or titles. And whenever 
the original concession is produced, unless by the person to whom it was made, it will be absolutely necessary to 
show how it was acquired. In several instances concessions have been exhibited by persons of different names and 
families from those to whom they were primarily made, without any apparent assignment whatever, and it is not 
impossible that a confirmation to such claimants might be an act of very great injustice. 


WINTHROP SARGENT. 
VINCENNES. 
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No. 9. 


To the Honorable Winthrop Sargent,; Esquire, Secretary in and for the Territory of the United States north- 
west of the river Ohio, and vested with all the powers of Governor and Commander-in- chief. 


Sir: , 
As you have given verbal orders to the magistrates who formerly composed the court of the district of Post Vin- 


cennes, under the jurisdiction of the State of Virginia, to give you their reasons for having taken upon them to grant 
concessions for the lands within the district; in obedience thereto, we beg leave to inform you that their-principal rea- 
son is, that, since the establishment of this country, the commandants have always appeared to be vested with the 
owers to give lands. Their founder, Mr. Vincennes, began to give concessions, and all his successors have given 
ands and lots. Mr. Legras was appointed commandant of Post Vincennes, by the lieutenant of the county; and 
Commander-in-chief John ‘Todd, who was, in the year 1799, sent by the State of Virginia for to regulate the Govern- 
ment of the country, and who substituted Mr. Legras with his powers. In his absence, Mr. Legras, who was then 
commandant, assumed that he had, in quality of commandant. authority to give lands according to the ancient usages 
of other commanders, and he verbally informed the court of Post Vincennes that, when they would judge it proper to 
give lands or lots to those who should come into the country to settle or otherwise, they might do it, and that he 
gave them permission so to do. ‘These are the reasons that we acted upon, and if we have done more than we 
ought, it was on account of the little knowledge which we had of public affairs. 
We are, with the greatest respect, your honor’s most obedient and very humble servants, 
; F. BOSSERON, 
L. E. DELINE, 
PIERRE GAMELIN, _. 
PIERRE QUEREZ, his + mark. 


Post Vincennes, 3d July, 1790. 
No. 10. 


PROCLAMATION. 


[xiinois, fo wit: 

Whereas, from the fertility and beautiful situation of the lands bordering upon the Mississippi, Ohio, IIli- 
nois, and Wabash rivers, the taking up the usual quantity heretofore allowed for a settlement by the Government 
of Virginia, would injure both the strength and commercé of this country: I do, therefore, issue this proclama- 
tion, strictly enjoining all persons whatsoever from making any new settlement upon the flat lands of the said rivers, 
or within one league of said lands, unless in manner and form of settlements as heretofore made by the French inha- 
bitants, until further orders herein given. ‘ 

And in order that all the claims to lands within the said county may be fully known, and some method provided 
for perpetuating by record the just claims, every inhabitant is required, as soon as conveniently may be, to lay before 
the persons in each district, appointed for that purpose, a memorandum of his or her land, with copies of all their 
vouchers, and where vouchers have never been given, or are lost, such depositions and certificates as will best tend 
to support their claims. ‘The memorandum to mention the quantity of land, to whom originally granted, and when, 
deducing the title, through the various occupants, to the present possessor. 

The number of adventurers who will shortly overrun this country renders the above method necessary as well 
to ascertain the vacant lands as to guard against trespasses, which will probably be committed upon lands not of 


record. 
Given under my hand and seal, at Kaskaskias, the fifteenth day of June, in the third year of the Common- 
{x.s.] wealth, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine. 
; JOHN TODD, Jr. 





The Secretary of State, having had under his consideration the report made by the Secretary of the Government 
northwest of the Ohio, of his proceedings for carrying into effect the resolution of ne of August 29th, 1788, 
respecting the lands of the inhabitants of Post Vincennes, makes the following report thereon, to the President of 


the United States: 


The resolution of Congress of August 29th, 1788, had confirmed in their possessions and titles, the French and 
Canadian inhabitants, and other settlers at that post, who, in or before the year 1783, had settled there, and had 
professed themselves citizens of the United States, or any of them; and had made a donation to every head of a family, 
of the same description of four hundred acres of land, part of a square, to be laid off adjoining the improvements 
at the post. . 

T 1 Secretary of the Northwestern Government, in the absence of the Governor, has carried this resolution into 
effect, as to all the claimsto which he thought it could be clearly applied. ‘There remain, however, the following de- 
criptions of cases on which he asks further instructions: 

1. Certain cases within the letter of the resolution, but rendered doubtful by the condition annexed to the grants 
of lands in the Illinois country: the cases of these claimants, fifteen in number, are specially stated in the paper 
hereto annexed, No. 2, and the lands are laid off for them, but remain un-granted until further order. 

_ 2, Certain persons, who, by removals from one part of the territory to another, are out of the letter of the resolu-: 
tion; but within its equity, as they conceive. ' 

3. Certain heads of families, who became such soon after the year 1783, who petitioned for a participation of the 
donation, and urge extraordinary militia service, to which they are exposed. 

4. One hundred and fifty acres of land within the village, granted under the former government of that country, 
to the Piankeshaw Indians, and, on their removal, sold by them in parcels to individual inhabitants, who, in some 
instances, have highly improved them both before and since 1783. 

5. Lands granted both before and after 1783, by authority from the commandant of the post, who, according to 
the usage under the French and British Governments, thinking himself authorized to grant lands, delegated that 
authority to a court of civil and criminal jurisdiction, whose grants, before 1783, amounted to twenty-six thousand 
acres, and between that and 1787, (when the practice was stopped) to twenty-two thousand acres; they are generally 
in parcels from four hundred acres down to the size of house lots; and some of them under considerable improve- 
ment. Some of the tenants urge that they were induced by the court itself to come and settle these lands, under 
assurance of their authority to grant them, and that a loss of the lands and improvemesits will involve them in ruin. 
Besides these small grants, there are some much larger, sometimes of many leagues square, which a sense of their 
impropriety has prevented the grantee from bringing forward; many pretended grants, too, of this class, are believed 
to be forgeries, and are therefore to be guarded against. 

6. Two thousand four hundred acres of good land, and three thousand acres of sunken land, held under the French, 
British, and American Governments, as commons for the use of the inhabitants of the village generally, and for 
thirty years past kept under enclosure for these purposes. 

The Legislature alone being competent to authorize the grant of lands in cases as yet unprovided fcr by the laws, 
the Secretary of State is of opinion that the report of the Secretary of the Northwestern Government, with the papers 
therein referred to, should be laid before Congress for their determination. Authentic copies of them are herewith 


enclosed to the President of the United States. 
TH: JEFFERSON. 
DecEemMBER 14, 1790, 
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LAND CLAIMANTS IN THE NORTHWESTERN. TERRITORY. 
. COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, JANUARY 6, 1791. 


Mr. Srrone made the following report: 


The committee appointed to take into consideration the message of the President of the United States, of the 23d 
of December, respecting grants of land within the territory of the Government northwest of the Ohio, together 
with the papers accompanying it, and report what is proper to be done thereon, beg leave to report: 


That, in their opinion, the heads of families who were at Vincennes in the year 1783, and afterwards removed 
without the limits of the said territory, are, notwithstanding, entitled to the donation of four hundred acres of land, 
made by the resolve of Congress, of August 29, 1788. 

That four hundred acres of land should be given to each of those persons who, in the year 1783, were heads. of 
families at Vincennes, or in the Illinois country, on the Mississippi, and who since that time have removed from one 
of the said places to the other; and that the Governor of the said territory be directed to cause the same to be laid 
out for them, at their own expense, either at Vincennes, or in the Illinois country, as they shall severally choose. 

That a donation should be made, of one hundred and fifty acres of land, heretofore in possession of the Pianke- 
shaw Indians, and now under actual improvement, and constituting a part of the village of Vincennes, to the per- 
sons who are severally in possession of the said land. 

That a tract of land, containing about five thousand four hundred acres, which for many years has been freed 
and used by the inhabitants of Vincennes as a common, should be confirmed to the said inhabitants, to be used as a 
common, until a division thereof in severalty among the said inhabitants shall be directed by law. 

That, when lands have been actually improved and cultivated at Vincennes, or on the Mississippi, under a sup- 
posed grant thereof by any commandant or court claiming authority to make such grant, the Governor of the said 
territory should be authorized to confirm to the persons who made such improvements, their heirs, and assigns, the 
lands supposed to have been granted, as aforesaid, or such parts thereof as he, in his discretion, may judge reason- 
able, not exceeding, to any one person, four hundred acres. 

That the said Governor should also be authorized to make a rant of land, not exceeding one hundred acres, to 
each person who hath not obtained any donation of land from the United States, and who, on the first day of August, 


1790, was enrolled in the militia at Vincennes, and has done militia duty. __ 
And, in the opinion of the committee, it would be proper to direct that a bill be brought in for the purposes above- 


mentioned. 
All which is submitted. 
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VIRGINIA MILITARY BOUNTY LANDS. 


COMMUNICATED TO-CONGRESS, JANUARY 17, 1791. 


Unitep States, January 17, 1791. 


Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives: 
I lay before _youa copy of two resolutions of the Legislature of Virginia, and of a petition of sundry officers and 
assignees of officers and soldiers of the Virginia line on continental establishment, on the subject of bounty lands 


allotted to them on the northwest side of the Ohio. 
G. WASHINGTON. 


Extract of a letter from the Governor of Virginia to the President of the United States, dated 
* Cotncm CuamsBeEr, January 4, 1791. 


“ T beg leave also to lay before you copies of two other resolutions of the General Assembly, together with the 
petition of sundry officers of the Virginia line on continental establishment, on the subject of the bounty lands allot- 
to them on the northwest side of the Ohio. 


‘*Thave the honor, &. BEVERLEY RANDOLPH.” 


VIRGINIA. 
In THE House or Detecates, Monday, December 20, 1790. 


Resolved, That the act of Congress, entitled ‘* An act to enable the officers and soldiers of the Virginia line on 
continental establishment to obtain titles to certain lands lying northwest of the river Ohio, between the Little 
Miami and Scioto,” renders the entries and surveys made for the officers and soldiers of the continental line of this 
State, on the northwest side of the Ohio, doubtful and precarious, and destroys the rights of their assignees, which 
rights have been sanctioned by the laws of this Commonwealth. : ; 

Resolved, That the expression of the said act is so vague as to leave it uncertain whether officers having title to 
lands under the acts and resolutions of the General Assembly of this Commonwealth, but who have not continued 
in service to the end of the war, shall have grants on the warrants which have been issued to them. 

___ Resolved, That the Executive be requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing resolutions, together with the pe- 
tition of the officers and soldiers of the Virginia line, to the President of the United States. 


December 22d, 1790. Agreed to by the Senate. 
H. BROOKE, C. 8. 


Test. 
CHARLES HAY, C. H. D. 
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To the Honorable the General Assembly of Virginia, the petition of sundry Officers of the Virginia line on Con- 
et es and of sundry assignees of Officers and Soldiers of the same line in behalf of themselves 
and others, showeth: 


That the interposition of Congress by their act of the 17th of July, 1788, annulling the entries and surveys made 
for the continental line of this State on the northwest side of the Ohio, has occasioned great uneasiness and delay to 
your petitioners, inasmuch as we apprehend it to be an infraction of the terms of the cession made to Congress, and 
an interference in judging exparte of private property, which we think ourselves secured in by the laws of this State, 
antecedent to the cession; and an act of the last session of Congress, relative to the said land, instead of quieting 
contributes to increase our uneasiness, and greatly perplexes your petitioners by totally deranging the business. 

The process heretofore established by the State, under whose authority those bounties were derived, for obtaining 
the lands, are as follows, viz: ‘The document of the officer or soldier to be submitted to Col. Meriwether, an accu- 
rate officer, appointed for this and other military purposes, examined and reported by him to the Governor, who cer- 
tifies the claim of the applicant, if entitled to the bounty, to the land office, upon which certificate the register issues 
his warrant, directed to the principal surveyor, appointed for the special purpose of surveying those lands, authoriz- 
ing him to survey, in one or more surveys, for the claimant, his heirs or assigns, the quantity of land to which he is en- 
titled. Of this warrant the register makes a record; the claimant or his assignee then carries his warrant to the sur- 
veyor’s office, makes or causes to be made his location, leaves the warrant with the surveyor, who has it registered 
and filed away till the survey is made, when he returns it, with the survey, to the land office, where it is again ex- 
amined with the record, and cancelled. ‘The survey remains six months in the land offices; and if no better right is 
asserted within that time, by caveat is carried into grant, in conformity to this modes warrants for all claims have 
long ago issued, many of them have been assigned, the holders have lodged them with the surveyor; and in many in- 
stances have deposited with him considerable sums of money for completing the whole business, and in addition to 
the fees for location and sob the assignees have.uniformly deposited with the surveyors, to be applied to contin- 
gent purposes, a tax, imposed by law, of one dollar for every one hundred acres by them lodged: hence have the as- 
signees had and paid for a second sanction for their purchases. Your petitioners further show that the second and 
third sections of the act of Congress totally annul these proceedings, and direct a process to be undertaken anew, 
thereby depriving the persons concerned, not only of the great labor and toil already bestowed on the business, but 
of all the moneys they have expended. Your petitioners apprehend great delays will be occasioned by the mode pre- 
scribed in the fourth section of the said law, as no return can be made to the office of the Secretary of State till the 
whole business is finished, which may not be in many years, as some of the present claimants are infants, some live 
at considerable distances, and numbers, from indolence or other causes, will not attend, nor can your petitioners 
know in what manner, or where, in case of interference or other disputes, they are to be settled, and by whom. It 
letters patent issue in the name of the original claimants, notwithstanding their having assigned their claims, the as- 
signees will be subjected to extraordinary inconvenience, and remediless, except by tedious and expensive suits, as 
numbers of the original claimants are dead, others removed to considerable distances, dispersed in remote places, un- 
known to the assignees. ‘This will bear uncommonly hard on a part of your petitioners, viz: the assignees, who were 
countenanced and secured in their purchases by the laws of the State, as is fully expressed on the face of the war- 
rant; nor have your petitioners any more certainty respecting the surveyor’s fees and surveyor; they know not what 
officer is to execute that business, where he is to reside, what laws he is amenable to, or what penalties attend his 
malfeasance or misfeasance. 

Another great inconvenience will be occasioned by the delay in transmitting from the seat of the General Govern- 
ment to the Executive of this State, the President’s letters patent, and the industrious will have no incitement to 
execute their surveys, as they cannot obtain their titles, by their most strenuous exertions in encountering toil or 
danger, sooner than the most supine or tardy. _ ; 

Your petitioners therefore pray the interposition of your honorable body, to have the acts of Congress relative to 
the premises revised and amended so as the business may go on in the old mode, as the most convenient, or to devise 
some other relief for your petitioners, such as to the wisdom of the Legislature may seem meet, and your petition- 


ers, &c. &c. 
THOMAS EDMUNDS, and others. 
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LAND CLAIMANTS IN THE NORTHWESTERN TERRITORY. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, FEBRUARY 18, 1791. 


it Unirep States, February 18, 1791. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives: . 


I have received from the Secretary of State a report on the proceedings of the Governor of the Northwestern 
Territory, Kaskaskia, Kahokia, and Prairie, under the resolution of Congress of August 29, 1788, which containing 
matter proper for your consideration, I lay the same before you. 

G. WASHINGTON. 


ee 


The Secretary of State, having received from Arthur St. Clair, Esquire, Governor of the Northwestern Territory, 
a report of his proceedings for carrying into effect the resolve of Congress of August 29th, 1788, respecting the 
lands of the inhabitants of Kaskaskia, la Prairie du Rochers, and Kahokia, which report was enclosed to him in 
a letter bearing date the 10th instant, and observing therein several passages proper to be laid before the Legisla- 
ture, has extracted the same, and thereupon makes to the President of the United States the following report: 


In that which he made on the 14th of December, 1790, relative to the execution of the same resolution of 
Congress at Post Vincennes, he brought under certain general heads of description the claims to lands at that piace, 
which had not been provided for by the said resolution of Congress. To keep the subject simplified as well as short, 
he will observe that the cases at Kaskaskia, described in the extract, marked A, — to the fourth class of the 
said report for St. Vincennes; that those at Kaskaskia, of the extract B, belong to the fifth class of the report for St. 
Vincennes; and that those of Kahokia, in the extract C, belong to the sixth class of the same report, and may be 
comprehended in the provision to be made for them. a 

he extracts marked D, E, F, G, and H, describe other cases, out of the a of the resolution, which have 
arisen at Kaskaskia and Kahokia, differing from each other, as well as from all the former classes. 
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The extracts marked I, K, state that the line which, by the resolve of Congress, of June 20th, 1788, had been so 
described as to place the lands to be allotted to the inhabitants of Kaskaskia and Kahokia in a fertile and convenient 
situation, had been so shifted, by the resolution of August 29th, 1788, as to throw those allotments into parts too 
distant and dangerous to be cultivated by them, and pray that the line of June 20th may be re-established. 

The extract L brings into view the purchase of Flint and Parker, in the Illinois country, which may need at- 
tention in the formation of a land law. ; . 

The extracts M, N, O, with the papers they refer to, contain the reasoning urged by the inhabitants of Kaskaskia, 
Prairie, and Kahokia, against the demand of the expenses of certain surveys made of their lands neither, at their 
desire nor for any use of theirs. ss ee Ue 

P explains certain demands for the revoked emissions of continental money remaining in the office of a notary 
public of Kaskaskia, and Q the expediency of having a printing press established at Marietta. : 

Which several matters the Secretary of State is of opinion should be laid before the Legislature for their con- 


e tion. ; 
sideration TH: JEFFERSON. 
Frsruary 17, 1791. 


Extracts from the Report of the Governor of the Territory of the United States northwest of the Ohio. 


A. Among the claims for land that have been rejected, there are several that are founded on purchases made 
from individual Indians, and the conveyances set forth that they were inherited from their parents, and were not 
the property of the nation. It could not, however, be discovered that any division of the lands of the Kaskaskia In- 
dians had ever taken place among themselves, and the Chief of that nation has applied to be confirmed in a tract of 
land of about five or six thousand acres, where their village was situated not long ago, and which would take in the 
parcels that have been sold and applied for as above. On this claim, no decision has been made. It appeared to be 
a subject that ought to be referred to Congress; but I may be allowed to observe, if one Indian sale is approved it 
is probable that a great many will be brought forward. Pei 

B. A. gentleman of the name of Todd had been appointed by the Governor of Virginia lieutenant of the county 
of Illinois, and some few grants of land are said to have been made by him, although by his instructions, which he 
put upon record at Kaskaskia, he had no authority to that purpose, but seems rather to have been restrained. A 
copy of those instructions were transmitted by the Secretary. On Mr. Todd’s leaving that part of the country, a 
person of the name of De Numbrun was substituted, who made grants of land without number. The power of 
granting lands was also assumed by the civil courts that had been established, and that assumed power they used 
very liberally, still pretending, however, that they had been authorized so to do by Mr. Todd, who is styled Grand 
Judge for the United States. It is most probable that such power was never delegated to the courts by Mr. Todd; 
at least, it does not appear. All those grants have been rejected; but I beg leave to suggest, that it might be proper 
to allow a right of pre-emption to those who have actually settled and made improvements under them. Some of 
the parties seem, respectively, to have had two different objects in view—the applicants, the engrossing lands for a 
very small consideration, and the grantors, the accumulation of perquisites, the courts and sub-lieutenants having 
exacted four dollars for each grant. There are a number of American settlers in possession of such grants, whose 
claims have been equally rejected; their case seems to be a hard one. Not doubting the authority of the courts, 
which they saw every day exercised, they applied for lands, and obtained them, and made settlements, in conse- 
quence, distinct from those of the French; but having removed into that country after the year 1783, they do not 
come within the resolution of Congress which describes who are to be considered _as ancient settlers, and 
confirmed in their possessions. As Aehecttene, they have been the peculiar objects of Indian depredation, while 
their neighbors, the French, from having had much intercourse with the Indians, and frequently intermarrying with 
them, until very lately, were generally safe; they have, in consequence, been driven off of the lands they had im- 
proved, and have lost both their time and their labor. No. 7 is a representation from them —_ this subject. 

C. No. 14 is a representation of the inhabitants of Kahokia respecting their common. What they set forth is 
true, _ with respect to their having been loug in the occupation of it, and the quality of what they ask for upon 
the hills. 

D. At Kaskaskia the Jesuits held valuable possessions; the buildings are gone entirely to ruin, but the Iands are 
still of some value. On the suppression of the order in France, the officers of the French King disposed of their 
property at that place, by public sale, but before the sale took place the country had been ceded to Great Britain— 
a circumstance that was not known there. The British officer who took possession for that Crown considered the 
sale as illegal, and laid hold of the property; and the purchaser, a Mr. Beauvais, and his descendants, have been 
kept out ever since. A son of Mr. Beauvais now lays claim to it in virtue of the purchase, and throws himself 
upon the United States to be confirmed in what yet remains of the property for which his father paid a very large 
sum of money. 

E. The same steps were taken to obtain a knowledge of the lands that were claimed by the people at Kahokia 
as at Kaskaskia, and after due examination, orders of survey for such as fell within the resolution of Congress 
were put into the hands of Mr. Girardin, the only person that could be found in all that country who understood 
any thing of surveying. There are a good many persons in that quarter, also, whose claims have been rejected, 
who. nevertheless, may be properly considered as having an equitable right, at least, to the pre-emption. 

F. No. 24 is the request of a Mr. Gibault for a small piece of land, that has been in the occupation of the priests 
at Kahokia, for a long time, having been assigned to them by the French; but he wishes to possess it in propriety; 
and it is true that he was very useful to General Ciarke upon many occasions, and has suffered very considerable 
losses. I believe no injury would be done to any one by his request being granted, but it was not for me to give 
away the lands of the United States. 

G. No. 9 is a plot of the reserved tract, including Fort Chartres. It is, however, to be observed, that part of 
this tract appears to have been granted before the country was in possession of the French. 

Great numbers of people have abandoned the Illinois country, and gone over to the Spanish territory. A 
claim, however, is still kept up by them to their ancient possessions; but it is to be remarked, that very few grants 
were made by the French in fee simple. When any person quitted their possessions, the soil seems to have re- 
verted, of course, to the domain of the King, and was re-granted at the pleasure of the officers commanding. It is 
—_— that, strictly, the possessions of all those who have so expatriated themselves are fallen to the United 

tates, had they even been granted originally in fee simple, and may be disposed of as they shall see fits but the 
loss of the people is severely felt. May I be permitted to suggest that a law declaring those possessions escheated, 
unless the former owners return and occupy them within a certain time, would not be an improper measure? 

Mr. Samuel Baird was appointed to survey the lands held by the people of Kaskaskia, and to run the lines 
that had been directed by Congress to embrace the donations. On examination of the claims, however, it was 
found that many grants of land had been made which would fall to the eastward of the line to be drawn from the 
mouth of the river au Marie, and as all grants that proceeded either from the Government uf France, that of Great 
Britain, or of the State of Virginia, on or before the year 1783, were to be confirmed, the running of that line was 
delayed until Congress should be informed that it would not take in all the claims, and therefore appeared to be 
incurring an unnecessary expense. ; 

K. The donations to the ancient settlers have not been laid out, because, at Kaskaskia and the Prairie du 
Rocher, no person could be found to do it. At Kahokia an authority was given to Mr. Girardin for that purpose, 
but nothing, I presume, has been done in consequence of it: for the alteration that was made in the location of these 
donations 4 the act of the 29th of August, from the west to the east side of the Hills or Ridge of Rocks, throws 
. them at such a distance from their present possessions (the hills being of a considerable breadth and not very fit 
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for cultivation) that, in the existing circumstances of the country, they could not possibly occupy them. They 
humbly pray that the location pointed out by the act of the 20th of June, 1788, may be restored. : 

. A contract subsists between Flint and Parker and the late Board of Treasury for a great tract of land in the 
Illinois country. No part of the contract has, I believe, been complied with on their parts, and probably never 
will; but if it is not attended to before a law passes for erecting an office for the sale of the lands, it may create 
embarrassments hereafter. ‘ ; é 

M. Orders of survey were issued for all the claims at Kaskaskia that appeared to be founded agreeably to the 
resolution of Congress, and surveys were made of the greater part of them. A part only of those surveys, how- 
ever, have been returned, because the people objected to paying the surveyor, and it is too true that they are ill able 
to pay. The Illinois country, as well as that upon the Ouabash, has been involved in great distress ever since it 
Gil ender the American dominion. With great cheerfulness the people furnished the troops under General Clarke, 
and the Illinois regiment, with every thing they could spare, and often with much more than‘they could spare, with 
any convenience to themselves: most of the certificates for those supplies are still in their hands, unliquidated and 
unpaid; and in many instances, where application for payment has been made to the State of Virginia, under 
whose authority the certificates were granted, it has been refused. The Illinois regiment being disbanded, 
a set of men, pretending the authority of Virginia, embodied themselves, and a scene of general depredation and 
plunder ensued. ‘To this succeeded three successive and extraordinary inundations from the Mississippi, which 
either swept away their crops or prevented their being planted. The loss of the greatest part of their trade with 
the Indians, which was a great resource, came upon them at this juncture, as well as the hostile incursions of some 
of the tribes which had ever before been in friendship with them; and to these was added the loss of their whole last 
crop of corn by an untimely frost. Extreme misery could not fail to be the consequence of such accumulated mis- 
fortunes. The paper No. 5 contains the orders for a compensation to the surveyor; and No. 6 is the representation 
of the people praying to be excused from paying it. ; 

N. Having finished the business at Kaskaskia, as far as it was possible at that time, on the fifth day of April I 
embarked, aud proceeded up the Mississippi to Kahokia, having stopped at Fort de Chartres, and visited the village 
of the Prairie du Rocher, which is about a league distant from it, by land, on the way. Mr. Baird had been directed 
to make the surveys there as well as at Kaskaskia, and the same objections to paying for them were raised there as 
at the latter place. No. 8 isa power to certain of the inhabitants to make representations to me on the subject, 
which was done. 

O. No returns of survey from Kahokia are as yet come to hand, and it is probable that not many have been 
made, as the same objections to paying for them were raised here as elsewhere, and the inhabitants of that place are 
joined in the remonstrances which have been made by those of the other villages. 

. When the two emissions of paper money were called in by Congress, a considerable sum of those emissions 
were lodged in the office of a notary public at Kaskaskia, by the direction of the Lieutenant of the county of Illinois; 
there it yet remains, and the owners have received no satisfaction for it of any kind. They complain of this, and it 
would seem not without reason. ; ie 

Q. Before I close this report it may be necessary to mention the necessity there is for a printing press in the 
Western territory. The laws adopted, or made by the Legislature, are declared to be binding upon the people until 
they are disapproved by Congress. ‘There is no way of giving them any publicity but by having them read at the 
courts, and but few people become thereby acquainted with them; even the magistrates who are to carry them into 
execution are strangers to them, for the secretary does not conceive it to be his duty to furnish them with copies. 
Indeed the business of his office increases so fast, that it would be impossible to do it; besides, they are in English, 
and the greatest part of the inhabitants do not understand a word of it; the translation of them, therefore, seems to 
be necessary, and that a sufficient number of them should be printed in both languages; and that can only be done in 
the territory where the original rolls are deposited. Every public act and communication, of what kind soever, I 
was myself obliged to translate into French; and having no person to assist me, it made the business extremely trou- 


blesome and laborious. 


No. 7. 
Great Run, May 23, 1790. 


We, your petitioners, beg leave to represent to your excellency the state and circumstances of a number of 
distressed but faithful subjects of the United States of America, wherein we wish to continue, and that, under your 
immediate government; but, unless our principal grievance can be removed by your excellency’s encouragement, 
we shall despair of holding a residence in the State we love. The Indians, who have not failed one year in four past 
to kill our people, steal our horses, and at times have killed and drove off numbers of our horned cattle, render it 
impossible for us to live in the country any way but in forts or villages, which we find very sickly in the Mississippi 
bottom; ‘neither can we cultivate our land, but with a guard of our inhabitants equipped with arms; nor have we 
more tillable land, for the support of seventeen families, than what might be easily tilled by four of us: and as those 
lands whereon we live are the property of two individuals, it is uncertain how long we may enjoy the scanty privi- 
leges we have here; nor do we find by your excellency’s proclamation that those of us which are the major part, who 
came to the country since the year 1783, are entitled to the land we improved, at the risk of our lives, with a design 
to live on. Those, with many other difficulties which your excellency may be better informed of by our reverend 
friend Mr. James Smith, hath very much gloomed the aspect of a number of the free and loyal subjects of the United 
States. In consideration of which your petitioners humbly request, that, by your excellency’s command, there may 
be a village, with in-lots and out-lots sufficient for families to subsist on, laid out and established in or near the 
Prairie de Morivay. We know the other American settlers near the Mississippi to be in equal deplorable circum- 


stances with ourselves, and, consequently, would be equally benefited by the privileges we ask; and that those of 


us that came to the country and improved land since the year 1783, may be confirmed in a right of pre-emption to 
their improvements, is the huinble request of your petitioners; and we, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 
} ‘JAMES PIGGOT, and forty-five others. 
To His Excellency Arruur St. Crair, Esq. 
Gov. and Commander-in-Chief of the territory of the U. S. Northwest of the River Ohio. 


No. 14. 
Conos, pril 28, 1790. 


Sir . 
The inhabitants of the villages of the Cohos, and Prairie du Pont, take the liberty of informing you that, in 
consequence of the connexion which you have been pleased to make of the seigniory of the Cohos with the domain 
of the States, in which are included the lands and commons set apart for their cattle, which they have possessed for 
several years, which lands you have led them to hope would be continued to them: it is found that, by adding this 
seigniory to the domain, they are deprived of a sufficiency of land on which to support their cattle, and of wood 
not only for building, but for fuel. a 
It is for these reasons, sir, that they have recourse to your clemency and bountiful authority, that you may be 
pleased to grant them a sufficient common surrounding their lands, which shall commence by a line drawn between 
the land called Ottach, at the end of the morass along the coasts, running at two-thirds of a league above the coasts 
to the Mississippi, and taking the said line above the coasts in returning northeast, one-fourth north, to_the end of 
the bounty lands granted to them by Congress, and which are bounded by a straight line drawn from the Mississippi 
to that running two miles above the coasts. This small portion of land above the coasts n’etant remplie d’entonoirs 
et bas fond, which render it unfit for cultivation, at the same time it is of great utility to them on account of the 


w 
wood, which they cannot do without. 


See ee 
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We request you, sir, that when you shall be pleased to put us in possession of the four hundred acres of bonny 
land which the Congress has granted to each family, you will order a certain breadth of front, in order to furnis 


each with four hundred acres, from the Mississippi to the line which shall run two miles above the cgasts, observing 


that if these four hundred acres were given by a square of twenty acres, some. of them would be found to fall totally 
in morass, others in wood, and others in meadows and, that each person may suffer no injury, lots may be cast for 
each parcel. ‘ , a ne . ; 
We, who are faithful subjects of the United States, expect every thing from your equity. 
G. AUBUNIERE, and thirteen others. 


To A. Sr. Cratr, Governor General, civil and military, of the Mlinois country. 


No. 24, 
Kanoxrta, May 1, 1790. 


The undersigned memorialist has the honor to represent to your excellency, that, from the moment of the con- 
quest of the Illinois by Colonel George Rogers Clarke, he has not been backward in venturing his life on the many 
occasions in which he found that his presence was useful, and sometimes necessary, and at all times sacrificing his 

roperty, which he gave for the support of the troops, at the same price that he could have received in Spanish dol - 
ars, and for which, however, he has received only paper dollars, of which be has had no_ information since he sent 
them addressed to the commissioner of Congress, who required a statement of the depreciation of them at the Belle 
Riviere in 1783, with an express promise, in reply, that particular attention should be paid to his account, because it | 
was known to be no way exaggerated. ; ; ig 

In reality, he parted with his tithes and his beasts, oniy to set an example to his parishioners, who began to per- 
ceive that it was intended to pillage them, and abandon them afterwards, which really: took place. ‘The want of 
seven thousand eight hundred livres, of which the non-payment of the American. notes has deprived him the use, 
has obliged him to sell two good slaves, who would now be the support of his old age, and for the want of whom he 
now finds himself dependent on the public, who, aithough well served, are very rarely led to keep their promises, 
except that part, who, employing his time in their service, are supporied by the secular power, that is to say, by the 
civil government. 

The love of his country and of liberty have also led the memorialist to reject all the advantages offered to him 
by the Spanish Government. And.he endeavored by every means in his power, by exertions and exhortations, and 
by letters to the principal inhabitants, to retain every person under the dominion of the United States, in expecta- 
tion of better times, and giving them to understand that, our lives and property being empioyed twelve years in the 
aggrandisement and preservation of the conquests of the United States, would at last receive an acknowledgment, 
and be compensated by the enlightened and upright ministers who, sooner or later, would come to examine into, and 
relieve us from, our sad situation. We bégin to see the accomplishment of these hopes, under the happy government 
of your excellency, and as your memorialist has reason to believe, from proofs which would be too long to explain 
here, one of the number who has been the most forward in risking his life and fortune for his country. 

He also hopes that his demand will be listened to favorably. It is this: The missionaries, like lords, have at all 
times possessed two tracts of land near this village, one three acres in front, which produces but little hay, three- 
quarters being useless by a great morass, the other of two acres in front, which may be cultivated, and which the 
memorialist will have cultivated with care, and proposes to have a dwelling erected on it. with a garden and orchard, 
in case his claim is accepted. Your excellency may think, perhaps, that this might injure some of the inhabitants; 
but it will not. It would be difficult to hire them to cause an enclosure to be made of the size of these tracts, so 
much land have they more than they can cultivate. May it please your excellency, then, to grant them to the memorialist 
as belonging to the domain of the United States, and to give him a concession to be enjoyed in full propriety in his 
private name, and not as to a missionary and priest, to pass to his successor, otherwise the memorialist, not wishing 
to labor for others, would not accept it. It is for the services he has already rendered, and those which he still hopes 
to render, as far as circumstances may oiler, and he may be capable, and particularly on the bounty with which you 
relieve those who stand in need of assistance, that he founds his demand. In hopes of being soon of the number of 
those who praise Heaven for your fortunate arrival in this country, and who desire your prosperity in every thing, 
your memorialist has the honor of being, with the most profound respect, ; 

Your excellency’s most obedient and most humble servant, 
P. GIBAULT, Priest. 

To His Excellency Artuur Sr. Crair, 

Major General of the Army of the United States, Governor of the territory possessed by 
the United States northwest of the river Ohio, &c. &c. 


{No. 9, the plat referred to on page 19, is here purposely omitted. ] 


No. 5. 
Kaskaskia, June 5, 1790. 
BY THE GOVERNOR. 


Mr. Baird. the surveyor appointed to survey the lands held by the inhabitants at the Prairie du Rocher, having 
executed that business as far as claimants appeared, is to be paid for his services at the rate of two dollars and a half 
per mile, reckoning upon one line in the length of each survey, and two dollars for each Jot in the village. When 
that expense is defrayed, new concessions will be made out for the proprietors as soon as possible. 


. ARTHUR ST. CLAIR. 
To the Inhabitants of the Prairie du Rocher. 


Extract of a letter io Major Hamtramck, at Post St. Vincennes, dated 
Port Stevsen, January 23, 1790. 


“It is with great pain that I have heard of the scarcity of corn which reigns in the settlements about the post. 
I hope it has been exaggerated, but itis represented to me that. unless a supply of that article can be sent forward, the 
people must actually starve. Corn can be had here in any quantity, but can the people pay for it? I entreat to inquire 
into that matter, and if you find that they cannot do without it, write to the contractor’s agent here, to whom I will! 
give orders to send forward such quantity as you may find to be absolutely necessary. They must pay for what they 
can of it, but they must not be suffered to perish; and though I have no direct authority from the Government for 
this purpose, I must take it upon myself.” 


No. 6. 


To His Excellency Arruur Sr. Crair, £sg. Governor and sarong ae 3 of the territory of the United States 
northwest of the river Ohio, the memorial of the inhabitants of Kaskaskia, la Prairie du Rocher, and 
Kahokia, county of St. Clair, humbly showeth: : 


.,. that, by an act of the Congress, of 20th June, 1788, it was declared that the lands theretofore possessed by the 
said inhabitants should be surveyed at their expense, and that this clause appears to them neither necessary nor 
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adapted to quiet the minds of the people. It does not appear necessary, because, from the establishment of the colo- 
ny to this day, they have enjoyed their property and possessions without disputes or lawsuits‘on the subject of their 
limits; that the surveys of them were made at the time the concessions were obtained from their ancient Kings, Lords, 
or Commandants; and that each of them knew what belonged to him, without attempting an encroachment on his 
neighbor, or fearing that his neighbor would encroachon him. It does not appear adapted to pacify them, because, 
instead of assuring to them the peaceable possession of their ancient inheritances, as they have enjoyed it till now, 
that clause obliges them to bear expenses which, in their present situation, they are absolutely incapable of paying, 
and for the failure of which they must be deprived of their lands. 

Your excellency is an eye-witness of the poverty to which the inhabitants are reduced, and of the total want of 
provisions to subsist on. Not knowing where to find a morsel of bread to nourish their families, by what means can 
they support the expense of a survey which has not been sought for on their parts, and: for which it is conceived by 
them there is no necessity? Loaded with misery, and groaning under the weight of misfortunes, accumulated since the 
Virginia troops entered their country, the unhappy inhabitants throw themselves under the protection of your ex- 
cellency, and take the liberty to solicit you to lay their deplorable situation before Congress; and as it may be inter- 
esting for the United States to know exactly the extent and limits of their ancient possessions, in order to ascertain 
the lands which are yet at the disposal of Congress, it appears to them, in their humble opinion, that the expense of 
survey ought more properly to be borne by Congress, for whom alone it is useful, than by them who do not feel 
the necessity of it. Besides, this is no object for the United States; but it is great, too great, for a few unhappy beings 
who your excellency sees yourselfare scarcely able to support their pitiful existence. 

To these motives they venture to add that of the generosity worthy of a great people: the taking upon them a 
burthen too heavy for a small number of unhappy individuals will give lustre to their dignity. 

They venture to hope that the paternal goodness of your excellency towards your adopted children will induce 
you to present their humble supplication to the honorable Congress, and that you will second it with your protection. 

They will ever pray to heaven for the preservation and prosperity of your excellency. 


P. GIBAULT, Priest, and eighty-seven others. 


County or St. Crair, June 9, 1790. 





Ist ConcRrEss. ] No. 8. [3d Sesston. 


VIRGINIA MILITARY BOUNTY LANDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, MARCH 3, 1791. 


Mr. Monror, from the committee appointed to take into consideration the extract of a letter from Governor Ran- 
dolph to the President of the United States, containing a resolution of the Legislature of Virginia, relative to 
the bounty lands to the officers and soldiers of the Virginia line; and to whom was also referred the resolutions 
of the same Legislature upon the claims of sundry individuals, with the papers accompanying them, made the 
following report: 


‘That it appears to your committee that the provisions made by the act, entitled ‘* An act to enable the officers 
and soldiers of the Virginia line on continental establishment to obtain titles to certain lands lying northwest of the 
river Ohio, between the Little Miami and Scioto,” are, in the opinion of your committee, sufficiently extensive to 
enable the said officers and soldiers, or their legal representatives, to obtain patents for the bounty lands promised 
them by acts of the United States, and by the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and that further legislative 
jaterference seems unnecessary. 

[See No. 6.] 








2d Concress. ] No. 9. fist Srssron. 





UNCLAIMED LANDS IN THE TERRITORY CEDED BY NORTH CAROLINA, IN THE NORTH 
AND SOUTHWESTERN TERRITORIES. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, ON THE 10TH-OF NOVEMBER, 1791. 


: Unrtep Srares, November 10, 1791. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives: 


The resolution passed at the last session of Congress, requesting the President of the United States to cause 
an estimate to be laid before Congress, at their next session, of the quantity and situation of the lands not claimed 
by the Indians, nor granted to, nor claimed by, any of the citizens of the United States, within the territory ceded 
to the United States by the State of North Carolina, and within the territory of the United States northwest of the 
river Ohio, has been referred to the Secretary of State; a copy of whose report on that subject I now lay before you, 
together with the copy of a letter accompanying it. 

G. WASHINGTON. 


Puitapetpuia, November 8, 1791. 
Sir: 
I have now the honor to enclose you a report on the lands of the United States within the Northwestern and 
Southwestern Territories, unclaimed either by Indians or by citizens of these States. 

In order to make the estimate of their quantity and situation, as desired by the Legislature, it appeared neces- 
sary, first, to delineate the Indian boundaries which circumscribe those territories, and then, to present a statement 
of all claims of citizens within the same; from whence results the residuary unclaimed mass, whereon any land law 
the Legislature may think proper to pass may operate immediately, and without obstruction. 
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[have not presumed to decide on the merits of the several claims, nor, consequently, to investigate them minutely; 
this will only be proper, when such of them as may be thought doubtful, if there should be any such, shall be taken 
ip for final decision. ; i 
™ I have the honor to be, with sentiments of the most perfect respect and attachment, 


Sir, your most obedient and most humble servant, 


: TH: JEFFERSON. 
The Presiwwent of the United States. 





The Secretary of State, to whom was referred, by the President of the United States, the resolution of Congress, 
requesting the President ‘* to cause an estimate to be laid before Congress, at their next session, of the quantity 
and situation of the lands not claimed by the Indians, nor granted to, nor claimed by, any citizens of the United 
States, within the territory ceded to the United States by the State of North Carolina, and within the territory 
of the United States northwest of the river Ohio,” makes thereon the following report: 


The territory ceded by the State of North Carolina to the United States, by deed bearing date the 25th day of 
February, 1790, is bounded as follows, to wit: Beginning in the boundary between Virginia and North Carolina, that 
is to say, in the parallel of latitude 363 degrees north from the equator on the extreme height of the Stone mountain, 
where the said boundary or parallel intersects it, and, running thence along the said extreme height, to the place 
where Watauga river breaks through it; thence a direct course to the top of the Yellow mountain, where Bright’s 
road crosses the same; thence along the ridge of the said mountain, between the waters of Doe river and the waters 
of Rock creek, to the place where the road crosses the Iron mountain; from thence along the extreme height of said 
mountain to where Nolichucky river runs through the same; thence to the top of the Bald mountain; thence along 
the extreme height of the said mountain to the Painted rock on French Broad river; thence along the highest ridge 
of the said mountain to the place where it is called the Great Iron or Smoky mountain; thence along the extreme 
height of the said mountain to the place where it is called Unaka mountain, between the Indian towns of Cowee and 
Old Chota; thence along the main ridge of the said mountain to the Southern boundary of the said State of North 
Carolina, that is to say, to the parallel of latitude 35 degrees north from the equator; thence, westwardly, along the 
said boundary or parallel to the middle of the river Mississippi; thence up the middle of the said river to where it is 
intersected by the first mentioned parallel of 363 degrees; thence along the said parallel to the beginning: which 
tract of country is a degree and a half of latitude from north to south, and about three hundred and sixty miles, in 
general, from east to west, as nearly as may be estimated from such maps as exist of that country. 

The Indians, having claims within the said tract of country, are the Cherokees and Chickasaws, whose bounda- 
ries are settled by the treaties of Hopewell, concluded with the Cherokees on the 28th day of November, 1785, and 
with the Chickasaws on the 10th day of January, 1786, and by the treaty of Holston, concluded with the Cherokees 
July 2d, 1791. ‘These treaties acknowledge to the said Indians all the lands westward and southward of the following 
lines, to wit: Beginning in the boundary between South and North Carolina where the South Carolina Indian boun- 
dary strikes the same: thence, north, to a point from which a line is to be extended to the river Clinch that shall pass 
the Holston at the ridge which divides the waters running into Little river from those running into the Tennessee; 
thence up the river Clinch to Campbell’s line, and along the same to the top of the Cumberland mountain; thence, 
in a direct course towards the Cumberland river, where the Kentucky road crosses it, as far as the Virginia line or 
parallel aforesaid of 363 degrees; thence westwardly or eastwardly, as the case shall be, along the said line or paral- 

el- to the point thereof, which is due northeast from another point, to be taken on the dividing ridge of Cumberland 
and Duck rivers, forty miles from Nashville; thence, southwest, to the point last mentioned on the said dividing ridge, 
and along the said dividing ridge northwestwardly to where it is intersected by the said Virginia line or parallel of 
363 degrees. So that there remained to the United States the right of pre-emption of the lands westward and south- 
ward of the said lines, and the absolute right to those northward thereof, that is to says; to one parcel to the east- 
ward, somewhat triangular, comprehending the counties of Sullivan and Washington, and parts of those of Greene 
and Hawkins, running about one hundred and fifty miles from east to west on the Virginia boundary as its base, 
and between eighty and ninety miles jfrom north to south, where broadest; and containing, as may be conjectured, 
without pretending to accuracy, between seven and eight thousand square miles, or about five millions of acres; and 
to one other ee to the westward, somewhat triangular also, comprehending parts of the counties of Sumner, Da- 
vidson, and ‘Tennessee, the base whereof extends about one hundred and fifty miles also from east to west, on the 
same Virginia lines and its height, from north to south, about fifty-five miles, and so may comprehend about four 
thousand square miles, or upwards of two and a half millions of acres of land. 

Within these triangles, however, are the following claims of citizens, reserved by the deed of cession, and, con- 
sequently, forming exceptions to the rights of the United States: 


I. Appropriations by the State of North Carolina for their continental and State officers and soldiers. 
II. Grants, and titles to grants vested in individuals by the laws of the State. 


III. Entries made in Armstrong’s office, under an act of that State of 1783, for the redemption of specie and 
other certificates. 


The claims covered by the first reservation are, 

Ist. The bounties in land given by the said State of North Carolina to their continental line, in addition to those 
given by Congress. ‘These were to be located within a district bounded northwardly by the Virginia line, and south- 
wardly by a line parallel thereto, and fifty-five miles distant; westwardly by the Tennessee, and eastwardly by the me- 
ridian of the intersection of the Virginia line and Cumberland river. Grants have accordingly issued for one mil- 
lion two hundred and thirty-nine thousand four hundred and ninety-eight acres, and warrants for the further quan- 
tity of one million five hundred and forty-nine thousand seven hundred and twenty-six acres, making, together, two 
millions seven hundred and eighty-nine thousand two hundred and twenty-four acres. It is to be noted that the 
southwestern and southeastern angles of this district, constituting perhaps a fourth or a fifth of the whole, are south 
of the lines established by the treaties of Hopewell and Holston, and, consequently in a country wherein the Indian 
title is acknowledged and guarantied by the United States. No information is received of the exact proportion of 
the locations made within these angles. 

2nd. Bounties in land to Evans’s battalion, raised for State purposes. These were to be taken west of the Cum- 
berland mountain. ‘The locations are not yet made. 


The second reservation covers the following claims: 

Ist. Lands for the Surveyor General’s fees for laying out the military bounties, to be located in the military dis- 
trict. The grants already issued on this account amount to thirty thousand two hundred and three acres. 

2nd. Grants to Isaac Shelby, Anthony Bledsoe, and Absalom Tatum, commissioners for laying out the military 
bounties; and to guards, chain carriers, markers, and hunters, who attended them, already issued to the amount of 
sixty-five thousand nine hundred and thirty-two acres, located in the military district. 

3rd. Entries in Washington county, amounting to seven hundred and forty-six thousand three hundred and six- 
ty-two and an half acres, tor two hundred and fourteen thousand five hundred and forty-nine and three quarters of 
which grants have already issued. Of the remaining five hundred and thirty-one thousand eight hundred and 
twelve and three quarters acres, a considerable proportion were declared void by the laws of the State, and were 
—- excluded from the cover of the reservation in the deed of cession by this clause in it, to wit: ** Provided 

hat nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to the making good any entry or entries, or any 


_ grant or grants, heretofore declared void, by any act or acts of the General Assembly of this State.” Still it is to be 


considered that many of these persons have settled and improved the lands, are willing, as is said, to anes § with 
such conditions as shall be required of other purchasers, form a strong barrier on the new frontier acquired by the 
treaty of Holston, and are, therefore, objects meriting the consideration of the Legislature. 
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4th. Entries in Sullivan county, amounting to two hundred and forty thousand six hundred and twenty-four 
acres; for one hundred and seventy-three thousand three hundred and thirty-two acres of which grants have already 
issued.. Of the remaining entries, many are certified to be void, and others understood to be lapsed, or otherwise 
voidable, under the laws of the State. ; Nae 

5th. Certain pre-emption rights granted to the first settlers of Davidson county, on Cumberiand river, amounting 
to three hundred and nine thousand seven hundred and sixty acres. 

6th. A grant of two hundred thousand acres to Richard Henderson and others on Powel’s and Clinch’s rivers, 
extending up Powel’s river ina breadth of not less than four miles, and down (linch’s from their junction in a 

breadth not less than twelve miles. A great part of this is within the Indian territory. 

Among the grants of the State now under recapitulation, as forming exceptions cut of the absolute rights of the 
United States, are not to be reckoned here two grants, of two thousand acres each, to Alexander Martin and David 
Wilson, adjacent to the lands allotted to the officers and soldiers; nor a grant of twenty-five thousand acres on Duck 
river, to the late Major General Greene; because they are wholly within the Indian territory, as acknowledged by 
the treaties of Hopewell and Holston. ! 

The extent of the third reservation in favor of entries made in Armstrong’s office, is not yet entirely known, nor 
can be till-the 20th of Decémber, 1792, the last day given for perfecting them. The sum of certificates, however, 
which had been paid for these warrants into the treasury of the State, before the 20th day of May, 1790, reaches, in 
all probability, near to their whole amount. | ‘This was three hundred and seventy-three thousand six hundred and 
forty-nine pounds six shillings and five pence currency of that State, and, at the price of ten pounds the hundred 
acres, established by law, shows that warrants had issued tor three millions seven hundred and thirty-six thousand 
four hundred and ninety-three acres. For one million seven hundred and sixty-two thousand six hundred and sixty 
of these, grants have passed, which appear to have been located partly in the counties of Greén and Hawkins, and 
partly in the country from thence to the Mississippi, as divided into eastern, middle, and western districts.. Almost 
the whole of these locations are within the Indian territory. Besides the warrants paid for, as beforementioned, it 
is known that there are some others outstanding and not paid for; but, perhaps, these need not be taken into 
aceount, as payment of them has been disputed, on the ground that the lands, being within the Indian territory, 
cannot, now, be delivered to the holders of the warrants. 

On a review of all the reservations, after making such conjectural allowance as our information authorizes, for 
the proportion of them which may lie within the Indian boundaries, it appears probable that they cover all the ceded 
lands susceptible of culture, and cleared of the Indian title, that is to say, all the habitable parts of the two triangles 
beforementioned, excepting only the lands south of French Broad and Big Pidgeon rivers. These were part of the 
tract appropriated by the laws of the State to the use of the Indians, whose title, being purchased at the late treaty 
of Holsten,.they are now free to be disposed of by the United States, and are probably the only lands open to their 
disposal, within this southwestern territory, which can excite the attention of purchasers. ‘They are supposed to 
amount to about three hundred thousand acres, and we are told that three hundred families have already set down 
upon them without right or licence. 

The territory of the United States northwest of the Ohio is bounded on the’ south by that river, on the east by 
magn on the north and west by the lines which divide the United States from the dominions of Great Bri- 
tain an ain. 

The sant of this territory occupied by Indians is north and west of the following lines, established with the Wy- 
andots, Delawares, Chippewas, and Ottawas, by the treaty of Fort McIntosh, and, with the Shawanese, by 
that of the Great Miami, to wit: beginning at the mouth of the Cayahoga, and running up the river to the portage 
between that and the Tuscaroras branch of the Muskingum; then, down the said branch to the forks at the crossing 
place above Fort Lawrence; then, westwardly, towards the portage of the Big Miami, to the main branch of that river; 
then down the Miami to the fork of that river next below the Old Fort, which was taken by the French in 1752; 
thence, due west, to the river de ]a Panse, and down that river to the Wabash. So far the lines are precisely defined, 
and the whole country southward of these lines, and eastward of the Wabash, cleared of the claims of those Indians, 
as it is also of those of the Pattawatamies and Sacs, by the treaty of Muskingum. How far, on the other side of the 
Wabash, the southern boundary of the Indians has been defined, we know not. It is only understood, in general, 
that their title to the lower country, between that river and the Illinois, has been formerly extinguished by the 
French while in their possession. As to that country, then, and what lies still beyond the itinsis, it would seem 
expedient that nothing be done till a fair ascertainment of boundary can take place, by mutual consent, between us 
and the Indians interested. 

The country within the Wabash, the Indian line before described, the Pennsylvania line, and the Ohio, contains, 
on a loose estimate, about fifty-five thousand square miles, or thirty-five millions of acres. 

During the British Government, great numbers of perscns had formed themselves into companies under different 
names, such as the Ohio, the Wabash, the Illinois, the Mississippi, or Vandalia companies, and had covered with 
their applications a great part of this territory. Some of them had obtained orders on certain conditions, which, 
having never been fulfilled, their titles were never completed by grants. Others were only in a state of negotiation, 
when the British authority was discontinued. Some of these claims being already under a special reference by order 
of Congress, and all of them, probably, falling under the operation of the same principles, they will not be noticed in 
the present report. 

The claims of citizens to be here stated will be, I. Those reserved by the States in their deeds of cession; 
II. Those which have arisen under the Government of the United States themselves. 

Under the first head presents itself the tract of country from the completion of the. 41st degree to 42° 2! of 
north latitude, and extending from the Pennsylvania line before mentioned one hundred and twenty miles westward, 
not mentioned in the deed of Connecticut, while all the country westward thereof was mentioned to be ceded. 
About two and a half millions of acres of this may, perhaps, be without the Indian lines before mentioned.. 

2d. A reservation in the deed of Virginia of the possessions and titles of the French and Canadian inhabit- 
ants, and other settlers of the Kaskaskias, St. Vincent’s, and the neighboring villages, who had professed themselves 
citizens of Virginia; which rights have been settled by an act of the Tast session of Congress, entitled ‘* An act for 
granting lands to the inhabitants and settlers at Vincennes, and_ the Illinois country, in the territory northwest of 
the Ohio, and for confirming them in their possessions.” ‘These lands are in the neighborhood of the several villages. 

3d. A reservation in the same deed of a quantity not exceeding one hundred and fifty thousand acres of land for 
General George Rogers Clarke, and the officers and soldiers of his regiment, who were at the reduction of Kaskas- 
kias and St. Vincennes, to be laid off in such place, on the nerthwest side of the Ohio, as a majority of the officers 
— choose. ‘They chose they should be laid off on the river, adjacent to the rapids, which, accordingly, has 
been done. 

4th. A reservation in the same deed, of lands between the Scioto and Little Miami, to make up to the Virginia 
troéps, on continental establishment, the quantity which the good iands in their southern allotment might fall short 
of the bounties given them by the laws of that State. By a statement of the 16th of September, 1788, it appears that 
seven hundred and twenty-four thousand and forty-five acres and two-thirds had been surveyed for them on the 
southeastern side of the Ohio; that one million three hundred and ninety-five thousand three hundred and eighty- 
five acres and one-third had been surveyed on the northwestern side; that warrants for six hundred and forty-nine 
thousand six hundred and forty-nine acres more, to be laid off on the same side of the river, were in the hands of 
the surveyor, and it was supposed there might still be some few warrants not yet presented: so that this reservation 
may be stated at two millions forty-five thousand and thirty-four acres and one-third, or perhaps some small matter 
more. 

II. The claims of individual citizens, derived from the United States themselves, are the following: 

Ist. ‘Those of the continental army, founded on the resolutions of Congress of September 16th, 1776, August 12th 
and September 30th, 1780, and fixed by the ordinance of May 20th, 1785, the resolution of October 22d, 1787, and 
the supplementary ordinance of July 9th, 1788, in the seven ranges of townships, beginning at a point on the Ohio 
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due north from the western termination of a line then lately run, as the southern boundary of Pennsylvania; or, in 
econd tract of a million of acres, bounded east by the seventh range of the said townships; south, by the lands of 
r and Sargent; north, by an extension of the northern boundary of the said townships, and going towards the 
s to include the above quantity; or, lastly, in a third tract of country, beginning at the mouth of the 

Vause; thence up the same, till it meets a west line from the 


as 
Cutle 
west so far as te  abov ‘ 
Ohio, and running up the Mississippi to the river au eB ) 

abash; thence along that line to the Great Wabash; thence down the same and the Ohio to 


mouth of the Little € ong that. 0 the: y abash; 
the beginning. The sum total of the said military claims is one million eight hundred and fifty-one thousand and 


ight hundred acres. : wee 
= Those of the individuals who made purchases of land at New York, within the said seven ranges of town- 
ships, according to the resolutions of Congress of April 21st, 1787, and the supplementary ordinance of July 9th, 1788, 

which claims amount to one hundred and fifty thousand eight hundred and ninety-six acres. _ YY 
3d. The purchase of one million and a half acres of land by Cutler and Sargent, on behalf of certain individuals 
associated under the name of the Ohio Company. T his begins where the Ohio is intersected by the western bound- 
ary of the seventh range of townships, and runs due north on that boundary one thousand three hundred and six 
chains and twenty-five links; thence due west, to the western boundary of the seventeenth range of townships; thence, 
due south, to the Ohio, and up that river to the beginning: the whole area costaining one million seven hundred and 
eighty-one thousand seven hundred and sixty: acres of land, whereof two hundred and eighty-one thousand seven 

hundred and. sixty acres, consisting of various lots and townships, are reserved to the United States. 

4th. The purchase by the same Cutler and Sargent, on behalf also of themselves and others. This begins at the 
northeastern angle of the tract of their purchase before described, and runs due north to the northern boundary of 
the tenth township from the Ohio; thence, due west, to the Scioto; thence down the same, and up the Ohio, to the 
southwestern poe of the said purchase before described, and along the western and northern boundaries thereof, to 
nning: the whole area containing four millions nine hundred and one thousand four hundred and eighty acres 


the begi ; : : ss 
7 ; out of which, however, five lots, to wit, Nos. 8, 11, 16, 26, and 29, of —_ township of six miles square, 
i 


of lan ’ , 
are retained by the United States; and out of the whole are retained the three townships of Gnadenhutten, Schoen- 


brunn, and Salem, and certain lands around them, as will be hereafter mentioned. = 
5th. ‘The purchase of John Cleves Symmes, bounded on the west by the Great Miami; on the south, by the Ohio; 


on the east, by a line which is to begin on the bank of the Ohio, twenty miles from the mouth of the Great Miami, 
as measured along the several courses of the Ohio, and to run parallel with the general course of the-said Great 
Miami; and on the north, by an east and west line, so run as to include a million of acres in the whole areas whereof 
five lots, numbered as before mentioned, are reserved out of every township by the United States. 

It is suggested that this purchaser, under color of a first and larger proposition to the Board of Treasury, which 
was never closed, (but pending that proposition) sold sundry parcels of land between his eastern boundary before 
mentioned and the Little Miami, and that the purchasers have settled thereon. If these suggestions prove true, the 
settlers will, perhaps, be thought to merit the favor of the Legislature as purchasers for valuable consideration, and 
without notice of the defect of title. ’ 

The contracts for lands, which were at one time under consideration with Messrs. Flint and Parker, and with 
Colonel Morgan, were never so far prosecuted as to bring either party under any obligation. All proceedings thereon 
were discontinued at a very early stage, and it is supposed that no further views exist with any party. These, there- 
fore, are not to be enumerated among existing claims. 

6th. Three townships were reserved by the ordinance of May 20th, 1785, adjacent to Lake Erie, for refugees from 
Canada and Nova Scotia, and for other purposes, according to resolutions of Congress made, or to be made, on that 
subject. ‘These would, of course, contain sixty-nine thousand one hundred and twenty acres. 

7th. The same,ordinance of May 20th, 1785, appropriated the three towns of Gnadenhutten, Schoenbrunn, and 
Salem, on the Muskingum, for the Christian Indians formerly settled there, or the remains of that society, with the 
grounds round about them; and the quantity.of the said circumjacent grounds for each of the said towns was deter- 
mined, by the resolution of Congress of September 3d, 1788, to be so much as, with the plat of its respective town, 
should make up four thousand acres; so that the three towns and their circumjacent lands were to amount to twelve 
thousand acres. ‘This reservation was accordingly made out of the larger purchase of Cutler and Sargent, which 
comprehended them. .The Indians, however, for whom the reservation was made, have chosen to emigrate beyond 
the limits of the United States; so that the lands reserved for them still remain to the United States. 

On the whole, it appears that the United States may rightfully dispose of all the lands between the Wabash, the 
Qhio, Pennsylvania, the forty-first parallel of latitude, and the Indian lines described in the treaties of the Great 
Miami and Fort McIntosh, with exceptions only of the rights saved by the deed of cession of Virginia, and of all 
rights legally derived from the Government of the United States; and supposing the part south of the Indian lines to 
contain, as before conjectured, about thirty-five millions of acres, and that the claims of citizens before enumerated 
may amount to between thirteen and fourteen millions, there remain at the disposal of the United States upwards of 
twenty-one millions of acres in this northwestern quarter. 

And, though the want of actual surveys of some parts, and of a general delineation of the whole on paper, so as 
to exhibit to the eye the locations, forms, and relative positions of the rights before described, may prevent our form- 
ing a well defined idea of them at this distance, yet, on the spot, these difficulties exist but in a small degree; the 
individuals there employed in the details of buying, selling, and locating, possess local informations of the parts which 
concern them, so as to be able to keep clear of each other’s rights: or, if in some instances a conflict of claims should 
arise, from any want of certainty in their definition, a local ge will doubtless be provided to decide them without 
delay, at least provisionally. ‘Time, instead of clearing up these uncertainties, will cloud them the more, by the 
death or removal of witnesses, the disappearance of lines and marks, change of parties, and other casualties. 

TH: JEFFERSON, Secretary of State. 


NoveMBER 8, 1791, 
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COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, JANUARY 24, 1792. 
Unitep Srates, January 23d, 1792. 


Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives: 

Having received from the Governor of Virginia a letter enclosing a resolution of the General Assembly of that 
State, and a report of a committee of the House of Delegates respecting certain lands located by the officers and 
soldiers of the Virginia line, under the laws of that State, and since ceded to the Chickasaw Indians, I lay copies 

_of the same before you, together with a report of the Secretary of State on this subject. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
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VIRGINIA. 


In THE House or Detecates, December 12th, 1791. 


Mr. Johnson reported, from the Committee of Propositions and Grievances, that the committee had, according to 
order, had. under their consideration the petition of Charles Russell, to them referred, and had agreed upon a report, 
and come toa resolution thereupon, which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the clerk’s table, 
where the same was again twice read, and is as followeth: 

It appears to your committee that the petitioner, in the year 1776, entered into the service of this State and 
joined the continental army; that he continued in service from that period until the end of the war, during which 
time he was with the troops to the northward and southward. ' 

It further appears to your committee that, by an act of Assembly, passed in the year 1781, entitled ‘* An act to 
adjust and regulate the pay and accounts of the officers and soldiers of the Virginia line’on continental establish- 
ment, and also of the officers, soldiers, sailors, and marines in the service of this State, and for other purposes,’? it 
is stated that a considerable part of the tract of country ‘allotted for the officers and soldiers by the act of Assem- 
bly, passed in the year 1779, entitled * An act for establishing a land office and ascertaining the terms and manner 
of granting waste and unappropriated lands,’ hath fallen into the State of} North Carolina, whereby the intention of 
the act is, so far, frustrated; and that by the said act it is enacted that all that tract of land included within the rivers 
Mississippi, Ohio, and Tennessee and the Carolina boundary line, shall be, and the same is thereby, substituted in 
lieu of such Jands so fallen into the State of North Carolina, to be in the same manner subject to be claimed by the 
said officers and soldiers.”” That, under the said laws, the petitioner obtained warrants to locate the quantity of 
two thousand six hundred and sixty-six and sixty-ninetieths acres of land, which he directed to be laid off into two 
equal lots of one thousand three hundred and thirty-three and_thirty-ninetieths acres each, to wit: lot No. 4, on the 
Mississippi, near the intended town of Columbia, and lot No. 484, on a branch of Clark’s river, on the south side 
of Tennessee river, and that the said two tracts or lots of land are within the bounds of the lands claimed by the 
Indians, gv that the petitioner is unable to obtain a right thereto. ; ; 

It also further appears to your committee that, by a proclamation issued in the year 1785, by Patrick Henry, 
Esq. then Governor, all lands south of the Ohio river should be and remain to the native Indians, unless fairly pur- 
chased from them; and that by another proclamation of the Congress of the United States, part of the said lands, 
including those located by the petitioner, were ceded to the neighboring Indians. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that such parts of the petition of the said Charles Russell as 
pray that the bounty in lands allowed by law to a lieutenant may be secured to him, is reasonable. - 

And the-said resolution being read a second time, was, on motion made, ordered to be committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Commonwealth. 

Extract from the Journals. Test, 


CHARLES HAY, C. H. D.: 


VIRGINIA. 


In THE House or DeLecates, December 16th, 1791. 


Resolved, That the Governor of this Commonwealth be requested to transmit to the President of the United 
States a statement of facts in the case of Charles Russell and others, officers and soldiers in the Virginia line, who 
located their bounty lands between the Mississippi, Ohio, and Tennessee rivers, which lands have been since ceded 
to the Indians, and to request the President of the United States to lay the same before the Congress of the United 


States. 
Test, CHARLES HAY, C. H. D. 
December 17th, 1791. 


Agreed to by the Senate. 
H. BROOKS, C. 8. 


Ricumonp, January 7, 1792. 
Sir: 

I do myself the honor to transmit herewith a resolution of the General Assembly, with respect to certain 
lands located by the officers and soldiers of the Virginia line, under the laws of the Commonwealth, and since 
ceded to the Chickasaw Indians, together with a report of a committee of the House of Delegates on the sam 
subject. , . ; 

Permit me, sir, to express my hope that some general regulations will take oe during the present session of 
Congress, relieving Mr. Russell, and all others in the same situation, from the difficulties nto which they have been 
innocently involved. ee . ; 

I have the honor to be, sir, with entire respect, your most obedient humble servant, 


HENRY ‘LEE. 


The Secretary of State, to whom was referred, by the President of the United States, the letter of the Governor 
of Virginia of January 7, 1792, with the report of a committee of the House of Delegates of tiiat Commonwealth, 
of December 12, 1791, and resolution of the General Assembly. thereon, of December 17, on the case of Charles 
Russell, late an officer in the service of the said Commonwealth, stating that a considerable part of the tract of 
country allotted for the officers and soldiers, having fallen into the State of North Carolina, on the extension of 
their common boundary, the Legislature of the said State had, in 1781, passed an act substituting in lieu thereof 
the tract of country between the said boundary and the rivers Mississippi, Ohio, and Tennessee, and subjecting 
the same to the claims of their officers and soldiers: that the said Charles Russell had, in consequence thereof, 
directed warrants for two thousand six hundred and sixty-six and two-thirds acres of land to be located within 
the said tract of country; but, that the same belonging to the Chickasaws, he is unable to obtain a right thereto, 
and that there are other officers and soldiers of the said Commonwealth under like circumstances, reports— 


That the tract of country, before described, is within the boundaries of the Chickasaw nation, as established by 
the treaty of Hopewell, the 10th day of January, 1786. ; 

That the TT of occupancy of the said lands, therefore, being vested in the said nation, the case of the said 
Charles Russell, and_ other officers and soldiers of the said Commonwealth, becomes proper to be referred to the 
Legislature of the United States for their consideration. 

TH: JEFFERSON. 


January 22, 1792. 
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ILLINOIS AND WABASH LAND COMPANIES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, MARCH 26, 1792. 


Mr. Srronc, from the committee of the Senate, to whom was referred the memorial of the Illinois and Wabash 
Land Company, made the following report: 


That the claims of the petitioners are founded on two deeds mentioned in the said petition, one of which, to 
William Murray and others, who are called the Illinois company, is dated July 5th, 1773, and the other to Lord Dun- 
more and others, who are styled the Wabash company, bears date: October 18th, 1775. 

That the said petitioners have proposed to surrender and convey to the United States all the lands described or 
meant to be described in the abovementioned deeds from the Indians, on the proviso that the United States re- 
convey to the company one-fourth part of the said lands. ee! : 

That, in the opinion of the committee, deeds obtained by private peop from the Indians without any antece- 
dent authority or subsequent confirmation from the Government, could not vest in the grantees mentioned in such 
deeds a title to the lands therein described. ; 

That the said petitioners do not suggest any such antecedent authority on subsequent confirmation in the present 
case; and therefore, in the opinion of the committee, the said petitioners have not a legal title to the said lands. 

That the proceeds of the sales of lands in the Western territory, belonging to the United States, are appropriated 
towards discharging the debts for the payment whereof the United States are holden. 

The petitioners allege that the considerations specified in the said deeds were paid to the Indians, and were a‘ 
least as valuable as any that were given on similar occasions, and that the Indians named in the said deeds, were 
owners of the land. On these points the committee give no opinion. But, for the reasons above expressed, they 
think it would not be expedient in the Government of the United States to accede to the aforementioned proposition 
of the petitioners. 


To the Honorable the Senate of the United States, the memorial of the MMlinois and Wabash Land Companies most 
respectfully showeth: 


That, during the years 1773 and 1775, your memorialists purchased from different Indian tribes, aborigines and 
possessors of the country, lying on part of the waters of the rivers Illinois and Wabash, two parcels of land, as de- 
scribed in the deeds now in their possession, and which, when required, are ready to be siniaead: 

That the consideration, as specified in the aforementioned deeds, was at least as valuable as any that was given 
on similar occasions; that the negotiation was of the most public notoriety; that the meaning and intention of the 
parties were interpreted and explained by persons duly qualified, of whom His Britannic Majesty’s interpreter was 
one, all deposing that they were present, either at the delivery of the bargained property to the Indians, or at the 
execution of the deed, as will be found authenticated by Hugh Lord, Esquire, captain in the eighteenth British regi- 
ment, and then commanding in that territory. ‘The registry of Kaskaskias will also show the record of the whole 
transaction. ; 

That further formalities (if from the British Government, more were necessary to be obtained) were prevented 
by the almost immediate rupture with Great Britain. : 

That the a of the lands in question was, at the time of purchase, in the natives. 

That, however clear the claim of the company to the whole of their purchase may be, they hesitate not to express 
pe -_ and desire that a reasonable compromise upon the subject may take place between the United States 
and them. ; 

They therefore pray, that your honorable House may appoint a committee td hear and report upon the justice of 
their case, and such proposals as they shall lay before it. 

This prayer they, with confidence, hope will be complied with, both from your known love of justice and 
the evident advantage that must result to the community, if, by a compromise with the company, the necessity of a 
second purchase from the uatives would be precluded. Of this, but little doubt can be entertained, since the Indians 
never have denied, and are still ready, as the company are credibly informed, to acknowledge the honesty of the 


purchase made from them by your memorialists. 
By order, and on behalf of the company, 
. JAMES WILSON. 
WILLIAM SMITH. 
JOHN SHEE. 
December 12, 1791. 


Nots.—For report of the committee of the House of Representatives, see No. 12, 
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ILLINOIS AND WABASH LAND COMPANIES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 3, 1792. 


Mr. Livermore, from the committee to whom was referred the memorial of the Illinois and Wabash Land Compa- 
nies, made the following report: 


‘That the claims of the petitioners are founded on two deeds mentioned in the said petition; one of which to 
William Murray and others, who are called the Illinois Company, is dated July 5th, 1773, and the other, to Lord 
Dunmore and others, who are styled the Wabash Company, bears date October 18th, 1775. ; 

That the said petitioners have proposed to surrender and convey to the United States all the lands described or 
meant to be described in the above mentioned deeds from the Indians, on the proviso that the United States recon- 
vey to the company one fourth part of the said lands. ; 

That in the opinion of the committee, the said deeds being given by the Indians, proprietors of the soil, before 
the declaration of the independence of the United States, for a valuable consideration Seka fide paid, are sufficient 
to extinguish the Indian title to the lands therein described: and, therefore, that, on principles of justice and equity, 
the United States should agree to the proposal aforesaid made by the petitioners. 


Notr.—For adverse report and memorial see No. 11. 
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REFUGEES FROM CANADA AND NOVA SCOTIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 19TH DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1793. 


Mr. Dayton, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of John Blake, Joseph Bindon, John D. Mercier, 
and Benjamin Thompson, Canadian refugees, made the following report: 


That the prayer of the petitioners is, that compensation be made to them for their loss of property and sufferings 
in the cause of American liberty. ‘ ; 

In detailing the reasonis in justification and support of their application, they allege that, “in consequence of their 
espousal of the American cause, they were driven to the necessity of flying from Canada, and of taking refuge 
within these United States; and that finding themselves, at the close of the Jate American war, in very distressed 
circumstances, especially as they seemed precluded from all hope of returning to Canada to recover their property 
and effects, no notice having lften taken of their interests, nor any provision made for them in the treaties of peace 
between the United States and Great Britain, they did, in behalf of themselves and others, refugees from Canada, in 
the month of April, 1783, present a memorial fo Congress, praying that honorable body to take their unhappy case 
into consideration, and to grant them such relief as should be deemed just and proper. ‘That, accordingly, on the 
23d of the same month, Congress were pleased to pass several resolves in their favor, to which they beg to refer, 
-and which they were then given to understand fully included themselves and their fellow sufferers. That, with 
unlimited faith in the justice of Congress, and satisfied with the assurances given to them by the resolves before 
re to, they have patiently waited the convenience ef the public to fulfil the promised relief, till the present 
MT he resolutions of Congress of the 23d of April are in the following words, viz: “ That the memorialist be 
informed that Congress retain a lively sense of the services the Canadian officers and men have rendered the United 
States, and that they are seriously disposed to reward them for their virtuous sufferings in the cause of liberty.” 

** That they be further informed, that whenever Congress can consistently make grants of lands, they will re- 
ward, in this way, as far as may be consistent, the officers, men, and other refugees from Canada.” — 

These resolutions unequivocally acknowledge the meritorious services and sufferings of ‘that description of men 
whose case is referred, and contain a promise that they shail be rewarded by grants of land, whenever it may consis- 
tently bedone. Although there may not exist a doubt of the merit of those in whose favor the petition has been 
made, and of the justice of their claim upon the United States for the stipulated retribution, yet the resolution above 
recited, and the petition itself, which directly refers to them, neither render it proper, nor indeed leave the com- 
mittee at liberty to report in favor of a compensation in any other species of property than lands. 

Under this impression and restriction, the committee have sought for that kind of information which might, as 
far as possible, enable them to form a right judgment as to the number of acres, and the situation and value of the 
land which ought to be set apart for that purpose, or, at least, what value in specie should be established as the 
measure of the donation. In this inquiry, they confess that they have not received as: full satisfaction as they had 
hoped for from the undertaking. Although estimates of the actual losses and sacrifices of some individuals have 
been made out, and laid before the committee, they are, however, so few in number, and bear so small a proportion 
to the whole, that they affurd no satisfactory rule by which a tolerably accurate decision may. be made as to the 
aggregate of the losses sustained. From the best information which the committee have obtained, there appear to 
have been about two hundred ‘and twenty-nine refugees from Canada, some with and others without families, 
twenty-two of whom are suggested to have been the principal sufferers, and the rest to be sufferers in a small degree. 
Of both descriptions, some, as has been suggested and is believed, have been already compensated, either wholly or 
in part, and not a few returned to Canada both before and since the peace, to possess their property, or to pursue 
their business; neither the names nor numbers of whom have been exactly ascertained. It appears from returns, 
the originals of which are in the War Office, that two hundred and ninety-two men, women, and children, were 
victualled at Albany and Fishkill, from the public stores, in 1784; and that in the following year, rations were 
drawn for ninety-three only. It also appears, from another voucher in. the same office, that two hundred and five 
were returned for, and entitled to lands inthe State of New York, pursuant to an act of the Legislature thereof, of 
the 11th of May, 1784. In this state of uncertainty, not only as to the extent of the losses or sufferings of the Cana- 
dian refugees, but as to the number of those who remain uncompensated, or whose compensation was inadequate, it 
is not easy for the committee to decide, with satisfactory precision, what specie value the lands to be distributed 
among them should bear, and still more difficult to ascertain the number of acres which ought to be allotted to them: 
because this must altogether depend upon their goodness and situation. 

Having thus acknowledged the insufficiency of the materials upon which they are to found an important part of 
their report, they propose, with a diffidence which arises from that circumstance, the following resolutions, viz: 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law, for donations of land to the Canadian and Nova Scotia relu- 
gees, in conformity with the resolutions of Congress of the 23d of April, 1783, promising the same. 

Resolved, ‘That the lands, so as aforesaid to be given, ought not to exceed in their specie value, at a reasonable 
estimate, the sum of ——— dollars. 
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REFUGEES FROM CANADA AND NOVA SCOTIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 2, 1793. 


The Secretary of the Department of War, to whom were referred the petitions hereinafter enumerated, with in- 
structions to examine the same, and report his opinion thereon, respectfully reports: 


_ That, from the evidence produced, it appears that Thomas Faulkner, Edward Faulkner, and Simeon Chester, 
are refugees from the —— of British Nova Scotia; and that Joseph Green, Prisque Trepagnie, Augustine T're- 
nie, and Gregoire Trahan, also Mary, the widow of Frangois des Jardins, and Margaret, the widow of Francois 
Re utaille, are refugees from the province of Canada. 
That the petitioners are persons who, from attachment to the American cause, were constrained to abandon their 
residences, and probably their property, in Canada and Nova Scotia, and take refuge within the United States. 
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The object is to obtain from the United States grants of lands, as some compensation for the losses and injuries they 
have sustained by their political conduct. ‘ ha ; 

It appears that the resolve of Congress, of the 23d of April, 1783, being in the words following, involves an obli- 
gation of a grant of lands to the Canadian refugees, to wit: 

«That the memorialist (Brigadier General Hazen) be informed that Congress retain a lively sense of the ser- 
vices the Canadian officers and men have rendered the United States, and that they are seriously disposed to reward 
them for their virtuous sufferings in the cause of liberty. ; 

** That they be further informed that, whenever Congress can consistently make grants of land, they will reward 
in this way, as far as may be consistent, the officers, men, and others, refugees from Canada.” 

And it further appears by the ordinance for ascertaining the mode of disposing of lands in the Northwestern Ter- 
ritory, passed by Congress on the 20th of May, 1785, that Congress ordained ** that the three townships adjacent to 
Lake Erie be reserved, to be hereafter disposed of by Congress for the use of the officers, men, and others, refugees 
from Canada, and the refugees from Nova Scotia, who are or may be entitled to grants of land under resolutions of 
Congress now existing, or which may hereafter be made respecting them, and for such other purposes as. Congress 
may hereafter direct.” a aren 

That, independent, however, of these resolutions, it would seem that the principles of justice and policy unite to 
render the compliance with the prayer of the petitioners, and others similarly circumstanced, by granting them rea- 
sonable quantities of land. But as claims of this nature may be liable to considerable abuse, it will be necessary to 
establish guards for the prevention thereof. 

All which is humbly submitted. 
H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 
War Department, 23d February, 1793. 
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FRENCH SETTLERS AT GALLIOPOLIS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, MARCH 24, 1794. 


The Attorney General of the United States, to whom was referred the petition of the French settlers at Galliopolis, 
with instructions to report to the Senate “* upon the validity of their claims to lands under purchases from the 
Ohio or Scioto Company, or other persons, together with his opinion on the means proper to be pursued for the 
obtainment of justice,” respectfully reports, that, in his examination of these claims the following facts presented 
themselves for consideration: : 


. In the month of July, 1787, upon the application of certain persons associated for the purpose of purchasin 
lands on the Ohio river, Congress, by their resolve of that date, authorized the Board of Treasury of the Unite 
States to contract with any person or persons for a grant of a tract of land (bounded by the Scioto, the Ohio river, the 
western boundary of the seventh range of townships, and the northern boundary of the tenth township, continued 
due west to the ver upon the terms therein mentioned. 

On the twenty-sixth day of the same month proposals were made by the agents of that company, in behalf of 
themselves and their associates, for the purchase of the whole tract of land thus described, provided the payments 
were so reguiated, that half a million of dollars only should be paid when the contract was executed, another half 
million when the whole should be surveyed, and the remainder in six equal half: yearly payments, from the date of 
the second payment. ' 

To these proposals Congress, with some qualifications, acceded onthe following day, and directed the Board of 
Treasury to take order thereon. 

On the 27th of October, 1787, the same agents for the Ohio Company contracted, on behalf of themselves and 
their associates, with the Board of Treasury, for one million and a half acres, part of the said tract, the northwestern 
boundary whereof is found to strike the Ohio river, about midway between the mouths of the Great Kanhaway and 
Scioto rivers. On the samé day another contract was made with the Board of Treasury for the purchase of the re- 
sidue of the tract which they were authorized by the resolves of Congress to grant. ‘This contract is stated to be 
made with Winthrop Sargent and Manasseh Cutler, and their associates; but some parts of that contract, as well as 
the subsequent conduct of the parties, leave it doubtful whether these associates were the Ohio Company or other 
persons. But as that Company had the pre-emption right granted to them—as the Board of ‘Treasury were autho- 
rized to contract in that manner with their agents only—as both instruments torm, in substance, but one contract, 
and as the payments to be made by the Ohio Company were the consideration of the long credit given for the pay- 
ment of the residue purchase money—the legal and equitable construction, it is apprehended, must be, that they 
purchased as agents for the Company, ‘and not for themselves or others. This is corroborated by the sense of the 
Company, as expressed in certain resolutions passed on the 4th day of October, 1788, in which they declare ** that 
their r ight of pre-emption of the whole land mentioned in the resolves of Congress cannot be justly called in 
question. 

By articles of agreement, dated the 29th day of October, in the year 1787, made between Manasseh Cutler and 
Winthrop Sargent, for themselves and their associates, on the one part, and William Duer, and his associates, on 
the other part, a moiety of the residue land (described in the second contract with the Board of Treasury) is assigned 
to William Duer and his associates, who agree to interest Messrs. Cutler, Sargent, and their associates, in the pro- 
fits arising from the sales of these lands in Europe, or elsewhere; William Duer being thereby authorized to make 
such sales, and employ an agent for that purpose. But, in order to secure the right of pre-emption which was de- 
pendent on the second payment to be made by the Ohio Company, William Duer engaged to advance, on account of 
that Company, one hundred thousand dollars, part of which was to be repaid out of the first money tliat these agents 
of the Ohio Company might receive from subscriptions. ' 

From certain expressions in these articles (in which the second contract with the Treasury Board seems to be 
represented as the contract of Messrs. Sargent and Cutler, and the land therein mentioned stated to be at their dis- 
posal) it again becomes doubtful whether, by the term “ their associates,” the Ohio Company, or other persons, were 
intended. But as this inchoate title to the land was really vested in the Company, and as Messrs. Sargent and 
Cutler could not convey a moiety of these lands, except in the quality of agents, it is conceived that, to give an 
legal effect to this instrument, it must be considered as the grant fof the Ohio Company by their agents, provide 
these —_ had sufficient authority so toconvey. How far they were so authorized does not appear; but from the 
proceedings of the Company above referred to, they seem to be of opinion that their agents had no such power. 

In consequence of this agreement, Joel Barlow was sent to Europe as the agent of the contracting parties, to dis- 
pose of these lands. What instructions he had does not appear; but for the purpose of aiding the sale, a company 
was formed under the name of the Scioto Company, to whom these lands were conveyed, and their agent, in con- 
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unction with Barlow, disposed of considerable quantities of these lands to.companies and individuals in France. 
The lands intended to be sold were represented (on a general map of the whole tract, comprised in the resolve of 
Congress) as divided from the lands of the Ohio Company, (that is, from the million and a half of acres) by a line 
striking the Ohio, nearly opposite the mouth of the Great Kanhaway. The purchasers, on their arrival in America, 
were received by William Duer, as agent for the Scioto Company, and by him directed to Galliopolis, which was 
laid out about three miles below the mouth of the Great Kanhaway. Each settler was presented by William Duer 
with two lots in the town, and one four-acre out-lot, and the adjacent country was represented as that where their 
respective rights were to be located. But though this was the spot described on the map, and referred to in their 
deeds, yet it appears that it is within the limits, not only of the tract comprised in the first contract with the Trea- 
sury Board, but.even within that portion of it which has been confirmed by act of Congress passed on the 2Ist day 
of April, in the year 1792. Notwithstanding this, no objections were made by the Ohio Company to this settlement, 
nor was any notice given of their claim for a considerable time. This is accounted for by the information commu- 
nicated by a member of the House of Representatives, who certifies, That in order to accommodate the French set- 
tlers with land, without carrying into execution the second contract with the Board of Treasury, (which had become 
burthensome, by the rise in the price of certificates) Messrs. Duer and his associates purchased of the Ohio Com- 
pany one hundred thousand acres on the west end of their tract, (comprehending the site of Galliopolis and part of 
the tract of land originally pointed out to the French settlers.) The deed between the parties was seen by a com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives, and is believed to have contained words of absolute conveyance, and not to 
have been articles merely executory. But this deed nas veen since delivered up and cancelled, the purchase money, 
as is alleged, not having been paid. It is further certified, that the agents of the Ohio Company, at the time that 
they solicited a bounty cf one hundred thousand acres from Congress, stated this grant, and the loss they were likely 
to sustain in consequence of it, in order to enforce their claims before the committee of the House of Represen- 
tatives. 

These are the facts relative to the claims‘of the French settlers at Galliopolis, as far as the Attorney General has 
been able to ascertain them; but it is proper to observe that, as no agent on behalf cf the Ohio Company has appeared 
since the papers came into his hands, he has not been able to attain such satisfactory information on some points as the 
case seemed to require. But, assuming the above state of facts to be accurate, he is of opinion that the French set- 
tlers at Galliopolis have a valid equitable title to the settlement so made, and a right to locate their respective pur- 
chases within the bounds of the one hundred thousand acres conveyed to Wm. Duer and his associates by the agents 
of the Ohio Company. That Company can make no title to these lands, because they parted with them to Wm. 
Duer and his associates; and Wm. Duer and his associates would be stopped from setting up the deed against their 
own precedent sales. ‘The act of Congress confirming the title of the Ohio Company does not affect the individual 
rights of the purchasers under the Ohio Company, nor (as the contract with Wm. Duer and his associates is stated) 
can any failure of payment on their part, or the destruction of the deed, impair the equitable claims of the settlers. 
On the contrary, it is apprehended relief may be had in a court of equity. where a bill may be filed for a discovery, 
and compelling the execution of another deed in the place of that which is destroyed. . 

Again, if the agents of the Ohio Company were fully authorized to enter into the deed of the 29th of October, 
1787, and if the Ohio Company were comprehended under the general term “ associates,” they thereby became 
parties’ to the sales in Europe, and, in such case, cannot impeach the title of the settlers: for those lands, though 
not comprehended within the description of the above mentioned deed, were a cheater by the agent to be so; and, 
by a reference to the map, are contracted for. ‘There is reason, however, to believe that the Ohio Company cannot 
be considered as parties to these sales; but that fact may be fully ascertained, if necessary, by a bill of discovery 
in a court of equity. 

But if, upon a fail disclosure, the Ohio Company should not appear to be parties to those sales, and if the con- 
tract between the Company and Wm. Duer and his associates should be found to be of such a nature as to convey 
no title till the payment of the purchase money, in such case the French settlers have no remedy but by action at 
law against the parties contracting with them by their agents, and who guarantied them against * eviction or im- 
peachment of title.” 

It is but justice, however, to observe that great inconveniences will result to the settlers in prosecuting their 
claims either at law or in equity. ‘There is no court within the Western territory with jurisdiction competent to 
sustain a bill for discovery, for perpetuating testimony, or for compelling the renewal of a cancelled ica And, 
although the courts of equity in the other parts of the United States, proceeding in personam and not in rem, have 
jurisdiction in this case, yet difficulties may arise if the parties should not be within the reach of their process. 
At law each purchaser must bring his separate suit; and against whom it ought to be brought is rendered somewhat 
doubttul by the interposition of the Scioto Company (whoever they were) between the purchasers and those who 
were the parties to the deed of 1787. So unavailing do the settlers consider any proceedings at law, that their agent, 
in his letter of the 26th of December last, declares ** that the settlers at Galliopolis are by no means able to prose- 
cute at law the authors of their misery; and, admitting that the prosecutions should be carried on in the name of 
the United States, the length of time requisite to bring such a prosecution to an issue is such that he considers the 
ruin of the settlement as unavoidable. ‘That the circumstances of the settlers are such that the least rsemgherws 4 
or delay must quite wear out their constancy, almost exhausted by the many disappointments and difficulties whic 
they have had to struggle with for the space of three years. And they offer to cede to the United States all their 
rights and pretensions both on the Ohio or Scioto companies, if the grant they solicit should be made. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
WM. BRADFORD, Attorney General. 


Marcu 22, 1794. 
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CLAIMS ON THE LANDS CEDED BY NORTH CAROLINA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 19, 1794. 


Mr. Wit.1am Situ, from the committee to whom was referred the message of the President of the United States, 
enclosing the copy of a letter from the Governor of North Carolina, covering a resolution of the Legislature of 
that State; as also, the petitions of Thomas Person, and others, proprietors of lands in the territory of the United 
States south of the river Ohio, and of the trustees of the university of North Carolina,* made the following 
report: 

That, in the cession of a certain district of territory by the State of North Carolina to the United States, it is 
made a condition of the said cession, ** that all entries made by, or grants made to, all and every person or persons 


* These papers have all been lost. 
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whatsoever, agreeable to law, and within the limits thereby intended to be ceded to the United States, should have 
the same force and effect as if such cession had 1iot been mades and that all and every right of occupancy and _pre- 
emption, and every other right reserved by any act or acts, to persons settled on, and occupying lands within the 
limits of the lands thereby intended to be ceded, should continue in full force, in the same manner as if the said ces- - 
sion had not been made, and as conditions upon which the said lands were ceded to the United States.” ‘That it fur- 
ther appears that the boundary which has been guarantied to certain Indian tribes, by a ‘treaty made between the 
United States and those tribes at Holston, does interfere with some of the rights reserved by the said act of cession ° 
to certain citizens of the State of North Carolina, and others, who have heretofore delivered into the treasury of the 
said State, or into the Land Office thereof, certificates in payment for lands, which, by that treaty, have been relin- 
quished to said Indian tribes; which certificates were originally issued for services and supplies, during the late war. 

That it appears to the committee, that, such being the case, the said certificates ought of, right to be restored to 
their former proprietors, and that they should be assumed and provided for, asa part of the debt of the United 
States, and that the said proprietors should moreover be reimbursed all expenses incurred in entering, locating, and 
surveying the said land. ; ; 

The committee, therefore, submit the following resolutions: 

ist. Resolved, ‘That it shall be lawful for the Executive of the State of North Carolina to subscribe, by way of 
loan, to the United States, the amount of all such certificates as have been deposited in payment for any lands (re- 
served by the act of cession aforesaid) in payment for any lands which may been relinquished to the Indians by the 
treaty aforesaid, in trust for the persons by whom they were so deposited, according to their respective rights and 
interests. 

2d. Resolved. ‘That the United States ought to reimburse the said persons the money which they have expended 
in having entries and surveys made, and in obtaining grants, and any other incidental charges which they have ne- 
cessarily incurred, with interest; and that they should, moreover, make a reasonable allowance for the loss and 
damage which the petitioners have sustained, by having possession of the said land withheld from them. 

3d. And whereas, the grants to thé aforesaid lands, made by virtue of an act of the Legislature of North Caro- 
lina, are valid to all intents and purposes, as coming fully within the purview of a condition contained in the act of 
cession from the said State to the United States: Therefore, 

Resolved, That whenever the United States shall think proper to extinguish the Indian claim to the said lands, 
by purchase, or otherwise, it will be just and reasonable that the several persons who have obtained grants, or made 
surveys or entries, should have such rights confirmed and established, and their titles perfected, in preference to 
any other persons, on repaying to the treasury of the United States the amount of what they may now receive, as 
a compensation for their disbursements and losses, in case such persons shall think proper to make such repayment 
within a certain time, to be limited by Congress for that purpose. 





$d Concress. ] No. 17. [ist Session. 





REFUGEES FROM CANADA ANDNOVASCOTIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 1, 1794. 


Mr. Greenup, from the committee to whom were referred the petitions of ‘Thomas Faulkner, Edward Faulkner, 
Simeon Chester, William Lawrence, and Joseph Green, and others, refugees from Nova Scotia and Canada, 
made the following report: . 


That your committee have examined the resolution of Congress of the 23d of April, 1783, on the memorial of 
Brigadier General Hazen, promising that, whenever Congress can consistently make grants of land, they will 
reward in this way, as far as may be consistent, the officers, men, and others, refugees from Canada, as recited by 
the Secretary in his report, but which does not apply to the petitioners from that province, who, as they set forth 
in their petition, do not claim as refugees, but for services rendered in Canada by the orders of General Schuyler 
and Colonel Livingston, for which they say they were promised pay, and some a bounty in lands. From all the 
inquiry your committee could make, f S cannoc find that those officers had any authority to promise bounty in 
lands to be paid by the United States to the petitioners; nor are there returns or vouchers filed by which the vay 
claimed can be ascertained. Your committee also find a resolution of Congress of the 13th April, 1785, (which has 
been omitted by the — the following words, viz: 

Resolved, ‘That Jonathan Eddy, and other refugees from Nova Scotia, on account of their attachment to the 
interest of the United States, be recommended to the humanity and particular attention of the several States in 
' which they respectively resided, and that they be informed that, whenever Congress can consistently make grants 
of land, they will reward in this way, as far as may be consistent, such refugees from Nova Scotia, as may be dis- 
posed to live in the Western country. That the petitioners, Thomas Faulkner, Edward Faulkner, and, Simeon 
Chester, were inserted .in the list returned by the said Jonathan Eddy, as refugees from the British province of 
Nova Scotia, and had abandoned their property there on account of their attachment to the cause of America. 
That William Lawrence has produced sufficient proof that he is also a refugee from the said province, and has 
abandoned his property there from the same cause. hat in the ordinance passed by Congress the 20th of May, 
1785, it is ordained ‘* That three townships, adjacent to Lake Erie, be reserved, to be hereafter — of by 
Congress for the use of the officers, men, and others, refugees from Canada, and the refugees from Nova Scotia, 
who are or may be entitled to grants of lands under resolutions of Congress now existing, or which may hereafter be 
made respecting them; and for such other purposes as Congress may hereafter direct.” From the exposed situa- 
tion of those townships, a grant there, at present, would afford but little relief to the petitioners; but from the best 
information the committee could obtain, the United States possessed no lands adjacent to Lake Erie which they can 
now grant or dispose of. On consideration whereof your committee submit the following resolutions: s 

Hesolved, That the prayer of the petitioner, Joseph Green, and others, from Canada, praying a bounty in lands, 
and other pay, for services rendered in the late war with Great Britain, ought not to be granted. — 

Resolved, that a tract of land not exceeding acres, northwest of the Ohio river, beginning at the mouth of 
the Great Miami, and extending down the Ohio, not exceeding three times the breadth in length, be immediately 
appropriated to compensate the refugees from the British provinces of Canada and Nova Scotia, pursuant to the 
resolves of Congress of. the 23d of April, 1783, and the 13th of April, 1785. 

Resolved, That each refugee be entitled to five hundred acres of land. ; 

—" That the following conditions and restrictions ought to be observed to entitle the applicants to a grant 
of lands: 

ist. That the applicant shall make proof before some court of record of his actual residence in one of the pro- 
vinces aforesaid, previous to the day of p 

2d. That he was compelled to abandon his residence aforesaid, in consequence of his attachment to the Ameri- 
can cause. 
3d. That all such applications be made and lodged with the Secretary for the Department of War within — years 
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3d Concress. ] No. 18. : [ist Sxssrow- 





INDIAN GRANTS TO THE INHABITANTS OF POST VINCENNES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE.UNITED STATES, APRIL 15, 1794. 


Extract from a paper dated at Post Vincennes, 20th November, 1793, addressed to George Washington, President 
of the United States of America, and signed by Pierre Gamelin and fifteen others. 


The petition of the inhabitants of Post Vincennes humbly showeth: 


That your petitioners having lately heard of the publication of the laws of Congress, made for the regulation of 
the commerce with the Indians, and of your proclamation in consequence, forbidding any person whomscever to 
establish himself upon lands belonging to them, being ignorant whether we are comprised therein, wishing to second, 
as much as possible, the good and just intentions of the United States, and to avoid drawing on ourselves any 
reproach, by precipitating the views we had of going upon limits which those same Indians. gave to us,as soon as the 
peace between them and the United States should permit, we would submit to the equity of Congress this exposi- 
tion of our titles to those lands, in the hope that that tribunal will guarantee to us the peaceable possession, by a 
solemn act, and, by that means, enable us to.commence an establishment which we have for some time had in con- 
templation, and so flattering, after having groaned within the limits of a small village. 

2 1742, some time after the foundation of this post, the natives of the country made the French and their heirs 
an absolute gift of the lands lying between the point above (pointe coupée en haut) and the river Blanche, below the 
village, with as much land on both sides of the Wabash as might be comprised within the said limits. At first, the 
ignorance of the value of those lands was the reason why there have been no authentic writings concerning this 

onation; but such as were in existence an unfortunate register carried off, with several other consequential 
papers; afterwards, the war of 1759 prevented the obtaining of them. However, the donors ratified the gift in all 
the councils which have since been held both with the officers of France and with those of His Britannic Majesty; 
and when the English agents, in 1774, came to purchase lands of the Indians, the donors, at that time, also ratifie 
anew the said donation. We observe, that at the time of the purchase made by the’ English, as they wished to.de- 
ceive the unfortunate Indians, by inserting in the contract both sides of the river instead of one, which the latter 
consented to dispose of, they would not subscribe to it. 

. The last year in councils, the first which have been held between the United States and these Indians, they unani- 
mously spoke of the donation in these terms: ‘* Americans, this is the first time I have come to see you and to 
hearken to you. I shall, however, tell you the truth.. Our fathers gave to the French and their heirs all the lands 
from la pointe coupée and the river Blanche, on both sides of the Wabash river, to enable them to live, and for the 
pasturage of their animals. The French and us are but one peoples our bones are mingled in this earths we are not 
now come to take it from them; on the contrary, we say that all those who are here dwell here; these lands are 
theirs; we have never sold lands. I do not think that there is a sen capable of selling the grave of his mother. Were 
we to sell our lands, the Grand Source of Life would be displeased, for we should also sell the bones of our fathers 
and the roebucks, and we should die with hunger. I do not come to jest with you, or to ridicule our brethren. the 
French. I refer to the writings for what our fathers have given to the French; writings properly drawn never de- 
ceive. ‘ell the great chief what I have just said; they are our unanimous sentiments.” 

It would doubtless be advantageous to us, also to state here, in detail, the endless difficulties we have surmount- 
ed; the dangers we have braved on the part of the Indian enemies of our neighbors, because we were not willing to 
abandon this country; the reiterated and expensive efforts we have used since our establishment to keep our neigh- 
bors within the limits of moderation, and to prevent tueir inroads on our brethren; the favorable disposition towards 
the United States in which General Clarke found us, as well as our neighbors, by the means of our councils. Ina 
word, the considerable losses we have experienced, principally because we had fraternized with the Americans, and 
took the advantage of supporting our rights with them. But we had.rather appeal to the equity of the United States 
than to all these considerations, however dear they may be to our recollection; persuaded as we are that Congress 
will dissipate our doubts by an act in which regard will be had to these circumstances; to the little knowledge we 
possess of affairs of this nature; to the antiquity of our titles; and, above all, to our truly deplorable situation. 


Faithfully translated from the original by 
GEO. TAYLOR, Junr. 


4th AprRiL, 1794. 





3d Concress. ] No. 19. [ist Session. 





INDIAN GRANTS TO THE INHABITANTS OF POST VINCENNES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 3, 1794. 


Mr. Crark, from the committee to whom was referred. the petition of the inhabitants of Post Saint Vincennes, 
communicated by a written message from the President of the United States, of the 15th instant, made the 


following report: 


That Congress, by their act of the 29th of August, 1788, directed measures to be taken for confirming, in their 
er atc and titles, the French and Canadian inhabitants, and other settlers at Post Saint Vincennes, who, on or 

fore the year 1783, had settled there, and had professed themselves citizens of the United States, or any of them; 
and for laying off to them, at their own expense, the several tracts which they rightfully claimed, and which might 
— allotted to them according to the laws and usages of the Government under which they have respectively 
settled: 

That. four hundred acres of land should also be reserved and given to every head of a family of the above 
description, settled at Post Saint Vincennes: 

That the Governor of the Western Territory should cause to be laid ont, at the public expense, in the form 
of a square, adjoining to the present improvements at Post Saint Vincennes, and in whatever direction the settlers 
shall prefer, a tract of land sufficient for completing the above donations; which tract should afterwards be divided 
by lot among the settlers who were entitled to any part of the same, in such manner as they should agree: That, 
in pursuance of the above act of Congress, it appears that the claims of the settlers at Post Saint Vincennes have 
been examined, and surveys made, both of the land they were originally entitled to, and also of the donation of 
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four hundred acres to each head of a family; which surveys have been returned into the office of the Secretary of 
thd territory; but that no grants or confirmations have been issued. No complaint of a failure in the execution of 
the above act of Congress, as far as the same respects individuals, has, to the knowledge: of the committee, been 
made; but the petitioners state a claim toa tract of land among the settlers in common, founded on what they call a 
gift from the Indians, made in the year 1742. The lands then granted, the petitioners describe as follows: ‘* Lying 
between the point above, and the river Blanche below, the village, with as much land on both sides of the Wabash 
as might be comprised within the said limits.” ney 

This grant had not been produced.to the committee; but in case of such a grant, the bounds, limits, and quantity 
of the land, as described in the petition, cannot, in the opinion of the committee, be ascertained; besides, whatever 
might have been intended as to the bounds and quantity of the land, your committee are informed that the grant 
or gift, in question, was made to the French Government, and not, in particular, to the inhabitants of Post Saint 
.Vincennes; but that, in consequence of this grant, it is probable that the respective claims of the inhabitants, settled 
as above, under the act of Congress, were founded by grants under the French Government; and could the land 
mentioned in the grant be ascertained, and any part thereof should now remain unlocated to the inhabitants, such 
surplusage would now belong to the United States, having been ceded by France to Great Britain, and by Great 
Britain to the United States, at the treaty of peace. - : iv: 

The committee, therefore, upon as full an investigation of the claim of the petitioners as they have been able to 

make, are of opinion, that they have no legal or equitable claim to any land from the United States, other than what 


have already been allowed to them. 





4th Concress. ] No. 20. _ [1st Session. 





CLAIMS ON THE LANDS CEDED BY NORTH CAROLINA. 
| COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 10, 1796. 


Mr. Hittuovse, from the committee instructed to inquire whether any, and what relief ought to be granted to 
persons claiming /ands in the ¢erritory of the United States south of the ‘river Ohio, under purchases made 
from the State of North Carolina, which have been since secured to the Jndians, by treaty, made the follow- 


ing report: 


That the chartered limits of North Carolina extend westerly to the Mississippi, and comprehend a large tract of 
country occupied and used by the Indians for their residence and hunting ground. ‘I'hat, on the 2d of May, 1778, 
the General Assembly of North Carolina passed a law, therein and thereby ascertaining and declaring the western 
boundary of the said State, and running a line which comprehended all the lands claimed at that time to have been 
ceded by the Indians, or conquered from them; which line did not extend so far westerly, or into the Indian coun- 
try, as the present boundary line between the United States and the Indian tribes; and by the said law, all past 
entries or surveys which had been nade over and beyond the said line; were declared void, and all future entries 
or surveys were prohibited. Another law of the said State, passed _on the 13th of September, 1780, recognized the 
same boundary line, and prohibited entries of surveys beyond it. On the 17th of May, 1783, another law of the said 
State was passed, declaring it to be expedient to extend the western boundary of the State; and did, in and by the 
said law, extend the same to the Mississippi, including all the Jands within the chartered limits of the. State; and 
opened a land office for entering and surveying the same, for the purpose of discharging certain debts contracted 
during the late wars excepting from such entry or survey, a certain tract bounded and described in the said act, 
and declared to be reserved for the Indians, and certain other tracts reserved for special purposes. In pursuance 
of, and in conformity to, the provisions of this act, and an act of June 2d, 1784, the claimants did enter and survey 
the lands in questions but the principles or grounds upon which North Carolina founded the said act for thus ex- 
tending their western boundary are not made known to the committee, nor have they the means of information on 
that subject; it appears, however, that the same session of Assembly that passed the said land office law also 
passed a law directing a treaty to be holden with the Indians, and providing for the expense of such treaty, and 
presents to be given to the Indians, in consideration of the lands by them to be ceded to the States; but it does not 
appear that any such treaty was ever holden. On the 28th day of November, 1785, the United States made the 
treaty of Hopewell, with the Cherokees, and established a line between the United States and the said tribe, ex- 
cluding a large portion of the lands which had been entered and surveyed under the said act; at which treaty the 
agent of North Carolina attended, and protested against it, as intrenching upon the rights of that State; this treaty 
was, however, agreed to, and ratified by the United States and the said tribe. On the 2Ist of November, 1789, 
North Carolina acceded to the present constitution of the United States, and on the 22d of December following, 

assed an act ceding to the United States all her western territory, including all the said lands; in which cession 
it is, among other things, made a condition, “* that all entries made by, or grants made to, all and every person or 
persons whatsoever, agreeable to law, and within the limits thereby intended to be ceded to the United States, 
should have the same force and effect as if such cession had not been made; and that all and every right of occu- 
peney and pre-emption, and every other right reserved by any act or acts, to persons settled on and occupying 
ands within the limits of the lands hereby intended to be ceded, as aforesaid, shall continue to be in full force, in 
the same manner as if the cession had not been made, and as conditions upon which the said lands are ceded to the 
United States.” Which cession was, by an act of Congress, passed April 2d, 1790, accepted. On the 2d of July, 
1791, the treaty of Holston was made with the said Cherokee tribe of Indians; in which the present boundary line, 
-between the United States and the said Indian tribe was established, and all the lands lying beyond the said line 
secured thereby. to the said tribe. No documents or proofs have been produced to the committee, nor have they, 
by their researches, been able to find any satisfactory evidence that North Carolina ever did extinguish the Indian 
title or claim toany of the lands lying without the said present boundary line between the United States and the 
said Cherokee tribe of Indians. Should any such proof be hereafter produced, it will merit the attention of Con- 
gress. From the most accurate view which the committee are able to take of the subject, from the information now 
before them, they cannot find that the said claimants have any other than a pre-emptive right to the said lands, and 
are of opinion that.they cannot, of right, claim any thing more of this Government than a confirmation of that title, 
and an assurance that, whenever the Indian title is extinguished, they shall be permitted to enter into the quiet and 
peaceable possession and enjoyment of the said lands, and therefore recommend the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That provision ought, by law, to be made, authorizing and ee every person who, under the laws 
of North Carolina, and in conformity to the regulations and provisions thereof, have so entered, surveyed, located 
or obtained grants of any of the lands ceded by the said State to the United States, as would have vested a good 
title, under the said State of North Carolina, if such cession had not been made to enter upon, occupy, and possess 
the same, whenever, and as soon as the Indian title or claim to such lands, shall be extinguished, under the autho- 
rity of the United States, by purchase or otherwise; and to confirm and establish such title in as full and ample a 
. manner as if the same had been derived from or under the United States. 


Nore. See No. 16. 
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4th Coneress.] No. VAw ' [Ist Session. 





CLAIMS TO LAND IN THE SOUTHWESTERN PARTS OF THE UNITED STATES, UNDER A 
: LAW OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, ON THE 29TH DAY OF APRIL, 1796. 
PuHILavELpuia, April 26, 1796. 


Sir: . 

I have the honor to transmit to Congress a report in pursuance of their resolution of the 3d of March, 1795, 
respecting the title to the land situate in the southwestern parts of the United States, claimed by certain companies 
in that resolution described under a law of the State of Georgia, passed the 7th day of January, in the year 1794. 
It is accompanied with all the charters, treaties, and other documents relative to the subject which it has been in my 
power to procure, except the most modern treaties to which I have taken leave to refer. However imperfect it may 
be deemed, I have yet supposed it better to obey, without delay, the order of Congress, in the best manner in my 
power, than to suffer the session to pass without a communication of some kind. : 

With the most perfect respect, I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 
CHARLES LEE, 
Attorney General of the United States. 
The Present of the Senate of the United States. 


To the Congress of the United States, the Attorney General most respectfully reports: 


That, in obedience to the resolution of Congress, bearing date the 3d day of March, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five, directing the Attorney General to collect, digest, and report to the next Congress, 
the charters, treaties, and other documents relative to and explanatory of the title to the land situate in the south- 
western parts of the United States, and claimed by certain companies under a law of the State of Georgia, passed 
the 7th day of January, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, namely, a tract of land claimed 
by James Gunn, Matthew McAllister, and George Walker, and their associates; also, a tract of land claimed by 
Nicholas Long, Thomas Glasscock, Ambrose Gordon, aud Thomas Cumming, and their associates: also, a tract of 
land claimed by John B. Scott, John C. Nightingale, and Wade Hampton, and their associates; and also, a tract 
of land claimed by Zachariah Cox, and Matthias Maker, and their associates; a collection was begun by his prede- 
cessor in office, which he has endeavored to complete and digest, and is as follows, to wit: 

L. No. 1. The seventh article of the treaty between England and Spain, made in the year one thousand six hun- 
dred and seventy, whereby it is stipulated that the King of Great Britain should remain in possession of what he 
then possessed in the West Indies and America; and prior to this period, nothing is known to have been done to 
settle the pretensions of those crowns relative to America, and at this time the principal colonies of Great Britain 
were settled. In this situation, the boundaries of the territories in America of those nations, remained till the peace 
of 1763, during which time they were the subject of many disputes, which were not adjusted till the cession of Flo- 
rida in that year to the King of Great Britain. 

J.. No. 2. An article of the treaty of Seville, in 1729, referring to commissioners to ascertain the territorial 
limits of each nation in America, founded on any pre-existing treaty; but this commission does not appear to have 
been ever executed. 

L. No. 3. An extract from the treaty in 1763, relative to the cession of Florida by Spain to Great Britain, it 
being comprehended in the 19th article. . 

L. No. 4. The proclamation of the King of Great Britain in 1763, after the aforesaid cession, by which, amon 
other things, an addition is made to Georgia of ‘* all the lands lying between the rivers Altamaha and St. Mary’s.” 

A. No. 1. An extract from a representation of the Board of ‘Trade to the King, dated in 1728, in which are cited 
two grants, one by Charles the First, in the fifth year of his reign, unto Sir Robert Heath, of Carolina, Florida, of 
the land lying from the river Matheo in the 30th degree, to the river Passa Magna, in the 36th degree of northern 
latitude; the other by Charles the Second, in the seventeenth year of his reign, unto certain persons as proprietors, 
all that part of. North America which lies between the 36th and 29th degrees of northern latitude, and in which Fort 
King George, on Altamaha, within the bounds of each, is stated to be claimed and contested by Spain. 

A. No. 2.. A report from'the.Board of Trade to the King, respecting the erection, in 1720, of Fort King George. 
its subsequent abandonment on account of unhealthiness, and recommending it to be again occupied, and held as an 
evidence of his possession. This is dated Ist December, 1727. 

B. A surrender dated 25th July, 1729, to George the Second, of seven parts, into eight equal parts, to be divided 
of all that territory, situate, &c. extending from the north end of the island called Lucker Island, which lyeth in 
the southern Virginia seas, and within six and thirty degrees of the northern latitude, and to the west as far as the 
South Seas, and so southerly as far as the river St. Mathias, which bordereth upon the coast of Florida, and within 
one and reef degrees of northern latitude, and so west in a direct line as far_as the South seas; also, of all that 
territory north and eastward as far as the north end of Carahtuke river or gullet, upon a straight westerly line to 
Wyonoake creek, which lies within about the degrees of thirty-six and thirty minutes northern latitude, and so west 
in a direct line as far as the South Seas, and south and westward as far as the degrees of twenty-nine, inclusive, 
northern latitude, and so west in a direct line as far as the South Seas. 

H. No. 1. Commission to Robert Johnson, Governor of South Carolina, dated 9th December, 1729, in which the 
limits of the province are not defined, and by which he is authorized to grant lands to individuals. 

No. 2. Instructions from the Board of Trade to Governor Robert Johnson, dated 10th June, 1730, concerning 
grants of lands and laying off townships. ; a - 

C. No. 1. A report of the Board of Trade to the Privy Council, dated 17th December, 1730, advising an incorpo- 
ration of a society by the name of “ the corporation for establishing charitable colonies in America,” and a grant to 
then of “all that tract of land in the province of South Carolina, lying between the rivers Savannahand Altamaha, 
to be bounded by. the most navigable and largest branches of the Savannah, and the most southerly branch of the 
Altamaha,” who were to be a colony independent of South Carolina, except as to the command of the militia. 

C. No. 2. A report of the Board of ‘Trade to the Privy Council, dated 22d December, 1731, that the western 
boundary of the new colony (meaning Georgia) may extend as far as that described in the ancient patents of Caro- 
lina, namely, westward. ne : , 

C. No. 3. An extract from the charter of Georgia, dated in 1732, whereby seven undivided eighth parts of that 
part of South Carolina which “ lies from the northern stream of a river, there commonly called the Savannah, all along 
the seacoast to the southward, unto the most southern stream of a certain other great water or river, called the Al- 
tamaha, and ‘westward from the heads of the said rivers respectively, in direct lines to the South Seas, and all that 
space, circuit, and precinct of land lying within the said boundaries, &c. are disposed of. : 

C. No. 4. An extract from a state of the province of Georgia, attested upon oath in the court of Savannah, 
copied from a printed journal of William Stevens, which was published in London in 1742, vol. 2. “ It lies from 
the most northern stream of the river Savannah, the mouth of which is in the latitude of thirty-two degrees, along 
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the seacoast, to the most southern stream of Altamaha, the mouth of which is in thirty and a half degrees, and 
westward from the heads of the said rivers respectively, in direct lines to the South Seas.” a 

D. Additional instructions to Robert Johnson, Governor of South Carolina, dated 6th September, 1732, reciting 
the charter of Georgia, bearing date the 9th June, 1732, and requiring it tobe registered among the records of that 

vince. Saas ; 

“a A surrender of the trustees of Georgia unto the King, of all their rights, under the charter of 1732, for seven- 
eighths of that territory, and under the deed from Earl Granville to them of the remaining eighth part, dated 28th 
February, 1732, which charter and deed are therein recited, and which surrender bears date in the year 1752. 

C. No. 5. A commission to John Reynolds, appointing him Governor of the province of Georgia, lying ** between 
the most northern stream of a river, there commonly called Savannah, all along to the seacoast tu the southward, 
to the most southern stream of a certain other great water or river, called the Altamaha, and westward from the 
heads of the said rivers respectively, in straight lines to the South Seas.” ; 

F. No. 1. A letter of the Board of Trade to Governor Ellis, of Georgia, disapproving of -his license to Gray and 
others, to settle south of the Altamaha, as it was out of his governmental limits, and might provoke a Spanish war, 


dated 21st April, 1758. : - 
F. No. 2. A letter from the Board of Trade to Secretary Pitt, dated Ist March, 1758, complaining of the settle- 


ment of Gray and his associates south of the Altamaha. - 

F. No. 3. A letter from the Board of Trade to Governor Lyttleton. of South Carolina, complaining and remon- 
strating against the same settlement of Gray, &c. dated 21st April, 1758. ce NEN 

F. No. 4. A letter of James Wright, Governor of Georgia, dated 17th October, 1761, giving information of set- 
tlements south of Altainaha without license, which he states out of his jurisdiction; and also, that Oglethorpe had 
extended his settlements to the south of the true boundary of Georgia. 

G. No. 1. A protest of Governor Wright, of Georgia, to Governor Thomas Boone, of South Carolina, dated 
30th March, 1763, against his grants of any lands south of the river Altamaha, recorded in the books of grant of 
South Carolina. ; 

G. No, 2. A letter from the Board of Trade to Governor Boone, dated 30th May, 1763, disapproving of his 
conduct in granting lands south of the Altamaha, supposed to be in Florida, and expressing an intention to enlarge 
the boundaries of Georgia, &c. NO 

G. No. 3. A letter from Governor Boone to the Board of Trade, dated 17th August, 1763, explaining his rea- 
sons for granting the lands south of Altamaha, in which he states that the boundaries of Georgia were fixed, and 
did not include those lands; that there is a latitude of thirty-eight miles to the south of Georgia, which was not in 
Florida, and over which the Governor of South Carolina had before exercised jurisdiction; and other particulars are 
mentioned by him. 

G. Nos. 5 & 6. Two letters from Governor Wright to the Board of Trade, one dated 20th April, 1763, in which 
he suggests the necessity and expediency of extending the boundaries of Georgia, and of vacating the grants of 
South Carolina, of lands south of Altamaha, &c. a 

G. No. 4. An inquiry of the Board of Trade respecting the grants of Governor Boone, before mentioned, 
bearing date 20th December, 1764. 2 

K. No. 1. A report of the Board of Trade to the King, dated Ist June, 1763, advising the ceded country to be ° 
divided into two provinces, East and West Florida, the boundary of each to be the thirty-first degree of North 
latitude, us far as could be settled without interfering with the Indians, and advising the land north of St. Mary’s 
to be joined to Georgia. 

. No. 2.. A commission to James Grant, Governor of East Florida, in which are described the bounds of that 
province, bearing date 4th October, 1763, viz: ‘* to the northward by a line drawn from that part of -Appalachicola 
river where the Chattahoochee and Flint rivers meet, to the source of St. Mary’s thence, by the course of that river, 
to the Atlantic.” : ne : 

K. No. 3. A commission to John Elliott, Governor of West Florida, dated 29th July, 1767, describing its 
bounds ‘* to the northward, by a line drawn due east from that part of the river Mississippi which lies in thirty-one 
degrees north latitude; to the river Appalachicola, or Chattahoochee, and to the eastward by the said river.” 

K. No. 4. A representation from the Board of Trade, dated 23d March, 1764, for altering the bounds of West 
Florida by an instrument under the great seal, as was done in the extensién of the south boundary of Georgia, which 
should declare West Florida to be bounded on tie north by a line drawn from the mouth of the river Yazoo, where 
it unites with the Mississippi, due east to the river Appalachicola, in order to comprehend settlements. 

I. No..1._ A representation from the Board of Trade on the act of Georgia, passed in March, 1765, respecting 
grants of lands by South Carolina, lying south of Altamaha, in which it is stated, that the cession in 1763, by Spain, 
had put an end to the disputes concerning the lands south of Altamaha, which had not been previously occupied by 
either nation, exclusively of the other; that all south of St. Mary’s were Last Florida, and all north of that river 
were annexed to Georgia; for which boundaries reference is made to the proclamation bearing date the 7th October, 
1763; but the act is objectionable and ought not to receive the royal assent; and that all documents concerning those 
granted lands should be transcribed, and the transcripts sent from South Carolina to Georgia, and there recorded. 

No. 2. Additional instructions from the King, in the 7th year of his reign, (that is to say in the year 1767) 
to Montague, Governor of South Carolina, in conformity to the representation last mentioned, whereby his approba- 
tion thereof is expressed, and the same is carried into effect. 

It may be feces to observe here, that no document has come to the hands of the Attorney General by which the ; 
extension of West Florida appears to have been made, conformably to the suggestion of the Board of jTrade in the 
paper marked K. No. 4, herein before mentioned; and perhaps this may be deemed a matter worthy of further 
inquiry, unless the declaration of George Chalmers be so considered, which wil! be referred to. 

M. A copy of a treaty of peace between South Carolina and Georgia of the one part, and the Cherokee nation on 
the other, dated 20th of May, 1777. relative to the boundaries of their countries. 

N. An agreement for establishing the boundary line between the States of South Carolina and Georgia, bearing 
date 28th April, 1787. 

The Attorney General forbears to transmit the treaty of peace between Great Britain and Spain, in the year 
1783, and the treaty of the same date between Great Britain and the United States, as well as the treaty lately con- 
cluded, though not yet ratified, by the King of Spain, with the United States, because they are already in possession 
of Congress and in print; nor need he observe that these establish the present boundaries of the United States; 
but he prays leave tc remark that most of the documents herein reported have been obtained through the aid of 
George Chalmers, in the office for trade at Whitehall, at the instance of Samuel Bayard, by direction of the late At- 
torney General Bradford, who, in a long letter accompanying them, has presented his view of their operation, rela- 
tive to the boundary of Georgia; and, whether correct or otherwise, the same is communicated herewith for the use 
and consideration of Congress. , 

P. A note from —_ Pendleton of Georgia, in which he represents that the north boundary of Florida was 
extended in 1764, but he has not sent any documents to support the assertions. If further time were allowed, per- 
haps some useful information might be obtained on this point. 

All which is most respectfully submitted. 


; CHARLES LEE. 
APRIL 28, 1796, ; 
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L No. 1. 


Extract from the treaty between England and Spain, made in the year 1670, taken from 2d vol. Chalmers’s Treaties, 
° page 37. 


7th. All offences, damages, losses, injuries, which the nations and people of Great Britain and Spain have at any 
time, heretofore, upon what cause or pretext soever, suffered by each other in America, shall be expunged out of 
reme:nbrance and buried in oblivion, as if no such thing had ever past. 

Moreover, it is agreed, that the most serene King of Great Britain, his heirs and successors, shall have, hold, 
keep, and enjoy forever, with plenary right of sovereignty, dominion, possession, and propriety, all those lands, re- 
gions, islands, colonies, and places whatsoever, being or situated in the West Indies, or in any part of America, 
which the said King of Great Britain and his subjects do at present hold and possess; so as that in regard thereof, or 
upon any color or pretence whatsoever, nothing more may or ought to be urged, nor any question or controversy be 
ever moved concerning the same hereafter. . 

A true copy, 
CHARLES LEE. 


L No. 2. 


Extract from the treaty between Great Britain, France, and Spain, concluded at Seville,in 1729, taken from 
2d vol. Chalmers’s Treaties, page 222. 


6th. Commissaries shall be nominated, with sufficient powers, on the -part of their Britannic and Catholic 
Majesties, who shall assemble at the court of Spain, within the space of four months after the exchange of the ratifi- 
cations of the present treaty, or sooner, if it can be done, to examine and decide, what concerns the ships and effects 
taken at sea on either side, to the times specified in the preceding article. The said commissaries shall likewise 
examine and decide, according to the treaties, the respective pretensions which relate to the abuses that are sup- 
posed to have been committed in commerce, 2s wel] in the Indies as in Europe, and all the other respective preten- 
sions in America, founded on treaties, whether with respect to the limits, or otherwise. ‘The said commissaries shall 
likewise discuss and decide the pretensions which His Catholic Majesty may have, by virtue of the treaty of one thou- 
gand seven hundred and twenty-one, for the restitution of the ships taken by the English fleet, in the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighteen. And the said commissaries, after having examined, discussed and decided the above 
said points and pretensions, shall make a report of their proceedings to their Britannic and Catholic Majesties, who 
promise that, within the space of six months after the making of the said report, they will cause to be executed 
punctually and exactly what shall have been so decided by the said commissaries.. 
. A true copy, 
CHARLES LEE. 


L No. 3. 
Extract from the treaty of peace in 1763, taken from the 3d vol. of Collection of Treaties, page 188. 


20th. In consequence ef the restitution stipulated in the preceding article, His Catholic Majesty cedes and guaran- 
ties; in full right, to His Britannic Majesty, Florida, with Fort St. Augustin and the bay of Pensacola, as well as all 
that Spain possessed on the continent of North America, to the east or to the southeast of the river Mississippi; 
and, in general, every thing-that depends on the said countries and lands, with the sovereignty, property, possession, 
and all rights, acquired by treaties or otherwise, which the Catholic King and the crown of Spain have had till now 
ever the said countries, lands, places, and their inhabitants, so that the Catholic King cedes and makes’ over the 
whole to the said King and to the crown of Great Britain, and that in the most ample manner and form. 


A true copy, 
CHARLES LEE. 
L No. 4. 


BY THE KING, A PROCLAMATION. 
Georce R. 


Whereas, we have taken into our royal consideration the extensive and valuable acquisitions in America, 
secured to our crown by the late definitive treaty of peace concluded at Paris the 10th day of February last; and 
being desirous that all our loving subjects, as well of our kingdoms as of our colonies in America, may avail them- 
selves, with all convenient speed, of the great benefits and advantages which must accrue therefrom to their com- 
merce, manufactures, and navigation: we have thought fit. with the advice of our privy council, to issue this our 
royal proclamation, hereby to publish and declare to all our loving subjects that we have, with the advice of our said 

rivy council, granted our letters patent under our great seal of Great Britain, to erect within the countries and 
islands, ceded and confirmed to us by the said treaty, four distinct and separate Governments, styled and called by 
the names of Quebec, East Florida, West Florida, and Grenada, and limited and bounded as follows, viz. 

First, The Government of Quebec, bounded on the Labrador coast by the river St. John, and from thence by a 
line drawn from the head of that river, through the lake St. John, to the south end of the lake Nipissim; from whence 
the said line, crossing the river St. Lawrence and the lake Champlain in 45 degrees of north latitude, passes ome 
the high lands, which divide the rivers that empty themselves into the said river St. Lawrence from those which fal 
into the sea; and also along the north coast of the Baye des Chaleurs, and the coast of the Gulph of St. Lawrence to 
Cape Rosieres, and from thence, crossing the mouth of the river St. Lawrence, by the west end of the island of Anti- 
costi, terminates at the aforesaid river St. John. : ; 

Secondly, The Government of East Florida, bounded to the westward by the Gulph of Mexico and the Appala- 
chicola river; to the northward, by a line drawn from that part of the said river where the Chattahoochee and Flint 
rivers meet, to the source of St. Mary’s river, and by the course of the said river to the Atlantic Ocean, and to the 
east and south by the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulph of Florida, including all islands within six leagues of the sea- 


cuast. 

Thirdly, The Government of West Florida, bounded to the southward by the Gulph of Mexico, including all 
islands within six leagues of the coast from the river Appalachicola to the lake Pontchartrain; to the westward by the 
said lake, the lake Maurepas, and the river Mississippi; to the northward, by a line drawn due east from that part of 
the river Mississippi which lies in thirty-one degrees north latitude, to the river Appalachicola, or Chattahoochee; 
and to the eastward by the said river. ; : 

Fourthly, The Government of Grenada, comprehending the island of that name, together with the Grenadines, 
and the islands of Dominica, St. Vincent, and Tobago. P 

Aud to the end that the open and. free fishery of our subjects may be extended to, and carried on, upon the coast 
of Labrador and the adjacent islands, we have thought fit, with the advice of our said privy council, to put all that 
coast, from the river St. John’s to Hudson’s Straights, together with the islands of Anticosti and Madelaine, and all 
other smaller islands lying upon the said coast, under the care and inspection of our Governor of Newfoundland. 

We have also, with the advice of our privy council, thought fit to annex the islands of St. John and Cape Bre- 
ton, or Isle Royale, with the lesser islands adjacent thereto, to cur Government of Nova Scotia. 

We have also, with the advice of our privy council aforesaid, annexed to our province of Georgia all the lands 
lying between the rivers Altamaha and St. Mary’s. . ; 

And whereas, it will greatly contribute to the speedy settling our said new Governments, that our loving subjects 
should be informed of our paternal care for the security of the liberties and properties of those who are, and shall 
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become inhabitants thereof; we have thought fit to publish and declare, by this our proclamation, that we have, in 
the letters patent under our great seal of Great Britain, by which the said Governments are constituted, given ex- 
press power and direction to our Governors of our said colonies respectively, that, so soon as the state and circum- 
stances of the said colonies will admit thereof, they shall, with the advice and consent of the members of our council 
summon and call general assemblies within the said Governments respectively, in such manner and form as is use 
and directed in those colonies and provinces in America, which are under our immediate Governments; and we have 
also given power to the said Governors, wigh consent of our said councils, and the representatives of the people, so 
to be summoned as aforesaid, to make, conStitute, and ordain laws, statutes, and ordinances for the public peace, 
welfare, and good government of our said colonies, and of the people and inhabitants thereof, as near as may be, 
agreeable to the laws of England, and under such regulations and restrictions as are used in other colonies; and in 
the meantime, and until such assemblies can be called as aforesaid, all persons inhabiting in, or resorting to, our said 
colonies, may confide in our royal protection for the enjoyment of the benefit of the laws of our realm of Englands 
for which purpose we have given power under our great seal to the Governors of our said coloniés respectively, to 
erect and constitute, with the advice of our said councils, respectively, courts of judicature and public justice within 
our said colonies for the hearing and determining all causes, as well criminal as civil, according to law and_ equity, 
and as near a may be agreeable to the Jaws of. England, with liberty to all persons who may think themselves ag- 
grieved by the sentence of such courts, in all civil cases, to appeal, under the usual limitations and restrictions, to 
us in our privy council. : 

We have also thought fit, with the advice of our privy council as aforesaid, to give unto the Governors and 
councils of our said three new colonies upon the continent, full power and authority to settle and agree with the in- 
habitants of our said new colonies, or to any other person who shall resort thereto, for such lands, tenements, and 
hereditaments, as are now, or hereafter shall be, in our power to dispose of, and them to grant to any such person or 
persons, upon such terms, and under such moderate quit-rents, services, and acknowledgments, as have been ap- 
puinted and settled in other colonies, and under such other conditions as shall appear to us to be necessary and ex- 
pedient for the advantage of the grantees, and the improvement and settlement of our said colonies. 

And whereas. we are desirous, upon all occasions, to testify our royal sense and approbation of the conduct and 
bravery of the officers and soldiers of our armies, and to reward the same, we do hereby command and impower our 
Governors of our said three new colonies, and other our Governors of our several provinces on the continent of 
North America, to grant, without fee or reward, to such reduced officers as have served in North America during 
the late war, and are actually residing there, and shal! personally apply for the same, the following quantities of land, 
subject, at the expiration of ten years, to the same quit-rents as other lands are subject to in the province within 
which they are granted, as also subject to the same conditions of cultivation and improvements, viz. 

To every person having the rank of a field officer, five thousand acres. 

To every captain, three thousand acres. 

Yo every subaltern or staff officer, two thousand acres. 

To every non-commissioned officer, two hundred acres. 

To every private man, fifty acres. 

We do likewise authorize and require the Governors and Commanders-in-chief of all our said colonies upon the 
eontinent of North America, to grant the like quantities of land, and upon the same conditions, to such reduced of- 
ficers of our navy of like rank, as served on board our ships of war in North America, at the times of the reduction of 
Louisburg and Gachec, in the late war, and who shall personally apply to our respective Governors for such grants. 

And whereas, it is just and reasonable, and essential to our interest, and the security of our colonies, that the 
several nations or tribes of Indians, with whom we are connected, and who live under our protection, should 
not be molested or disturbed in the possession of such parts of our dominions and territories as, not having been 
ceded to or purchased by us, are reserved to them, or any of them, as their hunting grounds; we do, therefore, with 
the advice of our privy council, declare it to be our royal will and pleasure, that no Governor or Commander-in- 
chief, in any of our colonies of Quebec, East Florida, or West Florida, do presume, upon any pretence whatever, 
to grant warrants of survey, or pass any patents for lands beyond the bounds of their respective Governments, as 
described in their commissions; as aso that no Governor or Commander-in-chief of our other colonies or plantations 
in America, do presume for the present, and until our further pleasure be known, to grant warrant of survey, or 
pass patents for any lands beyond the heads or sources of any of the rivers which fall into the Atlantic Ocean from 
the west or northwest; or upon any lands whatever, which, not having been ceded to, or purchased by us, as aforesaid, 
are reserved to the said Indians, or any of them. 

And we do further declare it to be our royal will and pleasure for the present, as aforesaid, to reserve under our 
sovereignty, protection, and dominion, for the use of the said Indians, all the land and territories not included within 
the limits ot-our said three new Governments, or within the limits of the territory granted to the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany; as.also all the land and territories lying to the westward of the sources of the rivers which fall into the sea 
from the west and northwest, as aforesaid; and we do hereby strictly forbid, on pain of our displeasure, all our lov- 
ing subjects from making any purchases or settlements whatever, or taking ec of any of the lands above 
reserved, without our especial leave and license for that purpose first obtained. 

And we do further strictly enjoin and require all persons whatever, who have either wilfully or inadvertently 
seated themselves upon any lands within the countries above described, or upon any other lands which, not having 
been ceded to or purchased by us, are still reserved to the said Indians, as aforesaid, forthwith to remove themselves 
from such settlements. 

And whereas, great frauds and abuses have been committed in the purchasing lands of the Indians, to the great 

rejudice of our interests, and to the great dissatisfaction of the said Indians; in order, therefore, to prevent such 
irregularities for the future, and to the end that the Indians may be convinced of our justice and determined resolu- 
tion to remove all reasonable cause of discontent, we do, with the advice of our privy council, strictly enjoin and re- 
quire that no private person do presume to make any purchase from the said Indians of any lands reserved to the 
said Indians within those parts of our colonies where we have thought proper to allow settlements; but that, if at any 
time any of the said Indians should be inclined to dispose of the said lands, the same shall be purchased only for us, 
in our name, at some public meeting or assembly of the said Indians, to be held for that purpose by the Governor or 
Commander-in-chief of our colony respectively within which they shall lie; and, in case they shall lie within the 
limits of any proprietaries, conformable to such directions and instructions as we or they shall think proper to give 
for that purpose: and we do, by the advice of our privy council, declare and enjoin that the trade with the said [n- 
dians shall be free and open to all our subjects whatever, provided that every person, who may incline to trade with 
the said Indians, do take out a license for carrying on such trade from the Governor or Commander-in-chief of any 
of our colonies respectively where such person shall reside, and also give security to observe such regulations as we 
shall at any time think fit, by ourselves or commissaries to be appointed for this purpose, to direct and appoint, for 
the benefit of the said trade: and we do hereby authorize, enjoin, and require the Governors and Commanders-in- 
chief of all our colonies respectively, as well those under our immediate government as those under the government 
and direction of proprietaries, to grant such licenses without fee or reward, taking especial care to insert therein a 
condition that such fhconms shall be void, and the security forfeited, in case the person to whom the same is granted 
shall refuse or neglect to observe such regulations as we shall think proper to prescribe as aforesaid. 

And we do further expressly enjoin and require all officers whatever, as well military as those employed in the 
management and direction of Indian affairs within the territories reserved, as aforesaid, for the use of the said Ins 
dians, to seize and apprehend all persons whatever, who, standing charged with treasons, misprisions of treason, 
murders, or other felonies or misdemeanors, shall fly from justice’ and take refuge in the said territory, and to 
send them, under a proper guard, to the colony where the crime was committed of which they shall stand accused, in 
erder to take their trial for the same. 


Given at our court at St. James’s, the 7th day of October, 1763, in the third year of our reign. 
God save the King. 
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A. No. i. 


To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty. 


May it please your Majesty: 

In obedience to your Majesty’s commands, signified to us by his Grace the Duke of Newcastle’s letter of 
the 9th of the last month, directing us to lay before your Majesty a state of the possessions of your Majesty and 
your subjects in America, which are disputed by the King of Spain, par@cularly those of Fort King George, on the 
borders of South Carolina, of the island of Providence, and the rest of the Bahama islands; and of the settlement 
your Majesty’s subjects have in the bay cf Campeachy; as also the complaints upon which redress has not yet been 
obtained, of injuries done by the Spaniards to your Majesty’s subjects in America, or trading thither: as the seizin 
of their ships and effects by the guarda costas, and other depredations and acts of violence and injustice vemied 
on the part of Spain, and the damage sustained thereby; we take leave to represent to your Majesty: 

That Carolina was formerly known by the names of Florida and Carolina Florida; this province was first dis. 
covered by Sr. Sebastian Cabot, in the year 1497, who by commission from, and at the expense of, King Henry 
VII. discovered all the coast of America, from the 56th to the 28th degrees of northern latitude, about thirty years 
before any other Eurepeans had visited the northern continent of America: and it dees not appear that ever the 
Spaniards attempted any discovery of that part_of America till 1527, under Pamphilio Narvaez, nor any conquest 
till 1539, when Ferdinando Soto landed upon Florida from the Havanna, and, wandering over a great part of that 
country in search of mines, which he could not find, died of grief in May, 15423 and such of his men as were lefi 
alive, returned again to the Havanna, without making any settlement on that continent. 

_ The first grant that we find of this country by your Majesty’s royal predecessors was by King Charles I. in the 
fifth year of his reign, to Sir Robert Heath, his Attorney General; in that patent it is called Carolina Florida 
and the boundaries fixed for it are from the river Matheo, in the 30th degree, to the river Passa Magna, in the 36th 
degree of northern latitude. © 

We have good reason to believe that possession of this country was taken under the said patent, and large sums 
of money expended by the proprietor and those claiming under him in making settlements theres but whether this 
grant was afterwards surrendered, or whether the same became vacant, and obsolete by non-user or otherwise, King 
Charles II. made two other grants of the same country, with some small difference in the boundaries, to the lords 
proprietors of Carolina. 

_ The last of these grants bears date the 30th day of June, in the seventeenth year of King Charles IT.’s reign, and 
gives to the lords proprietors al! that part of North America which lies between the 36th and 29th degrees of north- 
ern latitude. : 

Fort King George, upon the river Altamaha, now complained of by the Spaniards, lies within the bounds of both 
the abovementioned grants, to Sir Rebert Heath, and to the iords proprietors, who have made and continued many 
flourishing settlements in Carolina, whereas it is notoriously known that the Spaniards have never maintained or kept 
possession of any im those parts except St. Augustine; and your Majesty might with as much reason cgntest their 
title to the settiement, as they dispute your Majesty’s right to Fort King George, which was neither settled by the 
Spaniards, nor any other European nation, when your Majesty’s troops first took possession of that place whereon 
that fort was afterwards erected. 

This is not the first time that disputes have arisen between the crowns of Great Britain and Spain, concerning their 
respective dominions in America: but to prevent all contests of this sort in times to come, a treaty was concluded at 
Madrid, in the year 1670, by the seventh article of which treaty, it was expressly agreed between the then Kings of 
Spain and Great Britain, that the King of Great Britain aud his heirs should hold and enjoy forever all those lands 
and places in any part of America, which the said King of Great Britain or his subjects then held or possessed; which 
treaty is subsequent to the two grants to Sir Robert Heath and the lords proprietors of Carolina, and to the mak- 
ing of several settlements under both the said patents; it is therefore matter of surprise that the Spaniards should 
now pretend a title toa part of a province which they have so long ago given up by the said treaty, which hath been 
confirmed by many subsequent treaties between the two crowns. 7, 


_ Thereby certify, that the before written paper is an extract of a representation from the Board of Trade to the 
King copied from the Trade Entry, N. page 347. 
GEO. CHALMERS. 


Orrice ror TRADE, WuHITEHALL, Septemder 14, 1795. 
A. No. 3. 
To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty. 
Wuirenay, December 1, 1727. 


May it please your Majesty: 


His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, one of your Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, having lately 
transmitted to us the copy of a letter to your Majesty’s Secretary at War, from Captain Edward Massey, who 
commands an independent company of foot at Fort King George upon the Altamaha river in South Carolina, set- 
ting forth divers hardships which the company suffers trom the unwholesome situation of the said fort and the bad- 


~ ness of accommodation there: and we having, since the receipt of the said letter, seen several other papers from Caro- 


lina, by which it appears that Captain Massey, at the request of the council and assembly, has actually withdrawn all 
his men to Port Royal, and abandoned the fort at Altamaha. 

We take leave to acquaint your Majesty that, in the year 1720, it being suspected that the French or Spaniards 
would take possession of the Altamaha river, his late Majesty was pleased to order a company of one hundred men, 
under the command of General Nicholson, your Majesty’s Governor of South Carolina, to secure that river, as 
being within the bounds of South Carolina; and to erect a fort, as well to maintain His Majesty’s property there, a 
to command the navigation of the said river, which runs up the country very near to the French settlements onthe 
Mississippi; a fort was accordingly built, and called Fort King George, which was some time afterwards. burnt by 
accident and rebuilt, but in a very bad manner, at the expense of the province, which is one of the causes why the 
soldiers complain fur want of proper accommodations; though we cannot believe their condition to be so bad as 
is set forth, because General Nicholson has informed us, that the inconveniences which the garrison labored under 
there were chiefly owing to the inactive and lazy disposition of the soldiers, who are mostly old invalids, of which 
the General has given us a remarkable instance, tor he says, they could not be prevailed upon to fetch wholesome 
water for themselves, as the natives did, when they assisted in building the said fort, whereby they preserved them- 
selves in good health. 

General Nicholson has also informed us, that he had often proposed to the said company the making of gardens 
and enclosures, and had offered to send them stocks of cattle, as he had done powder and fishing tackle, by which 
means, had they been industrious, they might have saved their pay by victualling themselves, there being in that 
county great plenty of deer, wild fowl], and fish. 

This being the true state of the case, although the situation of the fort may not be very healthy, and although 
there may be some reason to complain for want of proper accommodations, whatever inducements the council and 
assemtly might have to withdraw the garrison for any immediate service from thence to Port Royal, yet we are of 
opinion that the fort ought not to be abandoned, but that orders should be sent without loss of time for resuming the 
possession of it, lest the same should fall into the hands of the French or Spaniards; the reasons being at present 
rather stronger for maintaining of this fort than they were at first for the erecting of it: this may be done by sending 
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e . 
only a detachment of the company to Altamaha; for we look upon this fort at present rather as an evidence of your 
Majesty’s possession, than asa place capable of making any considerable defence. . : 

This detachment may, from time to time, be relieved from Port Royal, by which means the soldiers will have the 
means of preserving or recovering their healths, and it may be left to the discretion of your Majesty’s Governor there, 
to change the situation of the fort to any other place not liable to the same objections with this, provided the same be 
situated in a place that may command the navigation of the said river. : 

We the rather recommend this, because we are informed the Spaniards are equipping several periaugas to cruize 
upon that coast, and they may probably take possession of this river if not speedily prevented. : 

At the same time we would propose to your Majesty that orders may be sent to your Majesty’s Governor there to 
furnish the soldiers with all proper conveniencies, and to give all possible encouragement for the carrying on so im- 
portant a service. ; f ; oe h 

Tt may likewise be necessary that your Majesty should be graciously pleased to give directions to your Board of 
Ordinance to send soine powder and ball to Carolina for the service of the said fort, their stores being entirely ex- 


hausted. al ; 
All which is most humbly submitted. 


P. Docminique, J. Chetwynd, 
T. Pelham, E. Ashe, 
M. Bladen, Orlo Bridgeman, 


W. Cary. 
Orrice For TrapE, WHITEHALL, September 14, 1795. 


Thereby certify that the before written paper is a representation from the Board of Trade to the King, copied 
from the Carolina Entry, A. page 233. clea . 
GEO. CHALMERS. 


Quinta pars claus de anno regni Regis Georgi Secundi tertio. 


et of our Sovereigne Lord George the Second by the grace of God of Great Britain France and Ire- 
Bertie Ar. & al. ) land King Defender of the Faith &c Annog Domini one thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
nine Between our said Sovereign Lord the Kings most excellent Majesty of the first part Edward 
(19) Bertie of Grays Inne in the county of Middlesex Esquire Samuel Horsey of Mortlake in the 
county of Surrey Esqr Henry Smith of Caversham in the county of Oxon Esquire and Alexius 
Clayton of the Middle ‘Temple London Esgqr of the second part The most noble Henry Duke of Beaufort the Honour- 
able James Bertie of the parish of St. John the Evangelist in the liberty of Westminster in the county of Middlesex 
Esquire the Honourable Dodington Greville of Bulford in the county of Wilts Esquire (the said Dodington Greville 
and James Bertie being the surviving devisees named in the Jast will of the most noble Henry Duke ef Beaufort de- 
ceased In trust fur the said Henry now Duke of Beaufort and for the Right Honourable Charles Noell Somerset 
Esquire commonly called Lord Charles Noell Somerset his brother an infant) the Right Honourable William Lord 
Craven Joseph Blake of the province of South Carolina in America Esquire Archibald Hutcheson of the Middle 
Temple London Esquire John Cotton of the Middle Temple London Esquire Sir John Colleton of Exmouth in the 
county of Devon Baronet the Honourable Henry Bertie of Dorton in the county of Bucks Esquire Mary Danson of 
the parish of St. Andrew Holborne in the county of Middlesex widow and Elizabeth Moor of London widow of the 
third part Whereas his late Majesty King Charles the Second by his letters patent under the great seal of Great 
Britaine bearing date at Westminster the four and twentieth day of March in the fifteenth year of his reigne did 
grant and confirme unto Edward then Earl of Clarendon George then Duke of Albemarle William then Lord Cra- 
ven John then Lord Berkley Anthony then Lord Ashley Sir George Carteret knight and baronet Sir William Berk- 
ley and Sir John Colleton knight and barronet all since deceased their heirs and assignes All that territory or tract 
of ground scituate lying and being within his said late Majesties dominions in America extending from the north end 
of the island called Lucker Island which lyeth in the southern Virginia seas and within six and thirty degrees of 
the northern latitude and to the west as far as the South Seas and so southerly as far as the river Samt Matthias 
which bordereth upon the coast of Florida and within one and thirty degrees of northern latitude and so west in a 
direct line as far as the South Seas aforesaid Together with all and singular ports harbours bays rivers isles and isletts 
belonging unto the countrey aforesaid And also all the soyle lands fields woods mountaines farmes lakes rivers bays 
and isletts scituate or being within the bounds and limitts aforesaid with the fishing of all sorts of fish whales and 
sturgeons and all other royall fishes in the sea bays isletts and rivers within the premisses and the fish therein taken 
And moreover all veins mines quarries as well discovered as not discovered of gold silver gems and pretious stones 
and all other whatsoever whether of stones mettalls or any other thing whatsoever found or to be found within. the 
countrey isles and limitts aforesaid And also the parsonage and advowsons of all churches and chappells which as 
Christian religion should increase within the countreys isles isletts and limitts aforesaid should happen thenafter to 
be erected together with lycense and power to build and found churches chappells and oratories in convenient and 
fitt places within the said bounds and limitts and to cause them to be dedicated and consecrated according to the ec- 
clesiastical laws of the kingdom of England together with all and singular the like and as ample rights jurisdictions pri- 
viledges prerogatives royalties liberties immunities and franchises of what kind soever within the country isles isletts 
and limitts aforesaid To have use exercise and enjoy and in asample manner as any Bishop of Durham in the kingdom 
of England ever thentofore had held used or enjoyed or of right ought or could have use or enjoy And his said late 
Majesty did thereby for’ himselfe his heirs and successors make create and constitute the said Edward Earl of Cla- 
rendon George Duke of Albemarle William Lord Craven John Lord Berkley Anthony Lord Ashley Sir George Car- 
teret Sir William Berkley and Sir John Colleton their heirs and assignes the true and absolute lords and proprietors 
of the country aforesaid and of all other the premisses saving as therein is mentioned To have hold possesse and en- 
joy the said country isles isletts and all other the premisses to them the said Edward Earl of Clarendon George Duke 
of Albemarle Wiiham Lord Craven John Lord Berkley Anthony Lord Ashley Sir George Carteret Sir William 
Berkley and Sir John Colleton their heires and assignes for ever to be holden of his said late Majesty his heires and 
successors as of his mannor of East Greenwich in the county of Kent in free and common soccage and not in capite 
or by knights service And whereas his said late Majesty King Charles the Second by other letters patent under the 
great seale of England bearing date the thirtieth day of ines in the seventeenth year of his reign reciteing the letters 
patent herein first recited did grant unto the said Edward Earl of Clarendon George Duke of Albemarle William 
Lord Craven then Earl of Craven John Lord Berkley Anthony Lord Ashley Sir George Carteret Sir John Colleton 
and Sir William Berkley their heirs and assignes all that province territory or tract of ground scituate lying and 
being within his said late Majesties dominions of America extending north and eastward as far as the north end of 
Carahtuke river or gullet upon a streight westerly line to Wyonoake creeke which lies within or about the degrees 
of thirty-six and thirty minutes northern latitude and so west in a direct line as far as the South Seas and south and 
westward as far as the degrees of twenty-nine inclusive northern latitude and so west in a direct line as far as the 
South Seas together with all and singular ports harbours bays rivers and isletts belonging unto the province or terri- 
tory aforesaid And also all the soyl lands fields woods fermes Jakes rivers bays and isletts scituate or being within 
the bounds or limitts last before mentioned with the fishing of all sorts of fish whales sturgeons and all other royal] 
fishes in the sea bays isletts and rivers within the premisses and the fish therein taken together with the royalty of 
the sea upon the coast within the limitts aforesaid And all veins mines and quarries as well discovered as not disco- 
~vered of gold silver gems and pretious stones and all other whatsoever be it of’ stones mettalls or any other things 
found or to be found within the province territory isletts and limitts aforesaid And furthermore the patronages 
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and advowsons of all churches and chappells which as Christian religeon should increase within the province territory 
isles and limitts aforesaid should happen then after to be erected together with license and power to build and found 
churches chappells and oratories in convenient places within the said bounds and limitts and to cause them to be 
dedicated and consecrated according to the ecclesiastical law of the kingdom of England ‘Together with all and sin- 
gular the like and as ample rights jurisdictions priviledges prerogatives royalties liberties immunities and franchises 
of what kind suever within the territories isles isletts and limitts aforesaid To have hold use exercise and enjoy the 
same as amply and fully and in as ample manner as any Bishop of Durham in the kingdom of England even thento- 
fore had heid used or enjoyed or of right ought or could have use or enjoy And his said late Majesty did thereby for 
himselfe his heires and successors make create constitute and appoint them the said Edward Earl of Clarendon 
George Duke of Albemarle William Earl of Craven John Lord Berkley Anthony Lord Ashley Sir George Carteret 
Sir John Colleton and Sir William Berkley their heirs and assignes the true and absolute lords and proprietors of 
the said province or territory and of all other the premisses saving as therein is mentioned To have hold possess and 
enjoy the said province territory isletts and all and singular other the premisses to them the said Edward Earl of 
Clarendon George Duke of Albemarle William Earl of Craven John Lord Berkley Anthony Lord Ashley Sir George 
Carteret Sir John Colleton and Sir William Berkley their heirs and assignes for ever to be holden of his said Ma- 
jesty his heirs and successors as of his mannor of East Greenwich aforesaid in free and common soccage and not in 
capite or by knights service as in and by the said severall recited letters patents relation being thereunto had may 
appear And whereas the part share interest and estate of the said Edward late Earl of Clarendon of and in the pro- 
vinces territories isletts hereditaments and premisses in and by the said several recited letters patents granted 
and comprised did come unto and vest in the said James Bertie in his own right and the part share interest and 
estate of the [said] George late Duke of Albemarle of and in the same premisses did come unto and vest in the said 
Henry Duke of Beaufort and in the said James Bertie and the said Dodington Greville trustees as aforesaid some 
or one of them and the part share interest and estate of the said William late Earl of Craven of and in the same pre- 
misses did come unto and vest in the said William Lord Crayen and the part share interest and estate of the said John 
late Lord Berkley of and in the same premisses did come unto and vest in the said Joseph Blake and the part share 
interest and estate of the said Anthony late Lord Ashley of and in the same premisses did come unto and vest in the said 
Archebald Hutcheson in trust for the said John Cotton and the part share interest and estate of the said late Sir John 
Colleton of and in the same premises did come unto and vest in the said Sir John Colleton party hereunto and the part 
share interest and estate of the said Sir William Berkley of and in the same premisses did come unto and vest 
in the said Henry Bertie or in the said Mary Danson or in the said Elizabeth Moor some or one of them and 
the said Henry now Duke of Beaufort and the said James Bertie and Dodington Greville as trustees in manner 
aforesaid some or one of them were seized in fee of and in one full undivided eighth part the whole into eight 
equall parts to be divided of the premisses in and by the said recited letters patents granted and comprized, And 
the said James Bertie in his own right was seized in fee or of some other estate of inheritance of and in one 
other full undivided eighth part and each of them the said William Lord Craven Joseph Blake Archibald Hut- 
cheson as trustee for the said John Cotton Sir John Colleton and the said Henry Bertie Mary Danson and Eliza- 
beth Moor some or one of them was or were respectively seized in fee or of some other estate of inheritance of and 
in one other full undivided eighth part of and in the said provinces territories islands hereditaments and premis- 
ses the remaining eighth part or share of and in the said provinces territories and premisses which formerly belong- 
ed to the said Sir George Carterett being now vested in the Right Honorable John Lord Carterett Baron of Hawnes 
His reapers A Lieutenant General and General Governour of the kingdom of Ireland And whereas by a judgment 
or order of the House of Lords made the twenty-seventh day of March last past upon the appeal of the said Mary Dan- 
son widow of John Danson Esquire deceased from a decree of the high Court of Chancery made the seventh day of 
November one thousand seven hundred and twenty-one and from a subsequent order of the fifteenth day of Janu- 
‘ary one thousand seven hundred and twenty-three It was ordered and adjudged that the said decree and subsequent 
order complained of in the said appeal should be reversed and it being offered on the part of the appellant to pay the 
respondent the said Henry Bertie the money that he paid for the purchase of the proprietorship in question in the 
said cause together with interest for the same It was thereby further ordered that the Court of Chancery should direct 
and cause an inquiry to be made what was the principal sume of such purchase money and from the time of payment 
thereof to compute interest for tke same and on the appellants payment of what should be found due for such princi- 
pal money and interest to the said Henry Bertie It was further ordered and adjudged that he should convey the said 
proprietorship to her and her heirs And also that the respondent Elizabeth Moor should likewise by proper convey- 
ances at the charges of the appellant convey all her right to the said proprietorship to the appellant and her heirs 
AND WHEREAS silice the making the said several recited letters patents the lords proprietors of the provinces and terri- 
tories aforesaid for the time being have made diverse grants and conveyances under their common seal of several offi- 
ces relateing to and of diverse parcells of land scituate within the said provinces and territories to severall persons 
under certaine quitt rents or other rents thereby respectively reserved aud subject to severall conditions limitations 
or agreements for avoiding or determining the estates of the grantees therein mentioned some of which may have 
become forfeited and have also made diverse grants of several baronies and large tracts of land lying within the said 
provinces or territories unto and for the use and benefitt of several of the said lords proprietors or those under whom 
they claime to be held and enjoyed by them and their heirs in severalty eight of which baronies so granted as afore- 
said did vest in the said Henry now Duke of Beaufort or in the said James Bertie and Dodington Greville as trustees 
for the purposes aforesaid or in some or one of them eight other of the said baronies in the said William Lord Craven 
six other baronies in the present Sir John Colleton six other baronies in the said Archibald Hutcheson as trustees for 
the said John Cotton nod os other baronies in the said Joseph Blake each of the said baronies containing or being 
mentioned or intended to containe twelve thousand acres of land or thereabouts except one of the said baronies whic 
vested in the said William Lord Craven and contains or is mentioned to contain eleven thousand acres of land or 
thereabouts AND wHereas the said Henry now Duke of Beaufort William Lord Craven James Bertie Henry Bertie 
Sir John Colleton and Archibald Hutcheson trustee for the said John Cotton as aforesaid being six of the lords pro- 
prietors of the provinces and territories aforesaid did by their humble petition to his Majesty in councill offer and pro- 
pose to surrender to his said Majesty their said respective shares and interests not only of and in the said government 
royalties and franchises in and by the said recited letters patents granted but also all the right and property they 
then had in and to the soil in the aforesaid provinces or territories under the said several recited letters patents or 
either of them And also did further propose to make an entire surrender to his Majesty of their right to all the lands 
which they then held under the said grants made to the said lords proprietors as aforesaid except only one barony 
belonging to the present Sir John Colleton which hath been setled and improved by his son And also all their right 
and interest in all lands granted and conveyed to other persons as aforesaid which by not being improved within the 
time limitted in the said grants or conveyances or for any other reason would revert to them praying that in conside- 
ration of such surrender his Majesty would be pleased to direct and cause to be paid to each of them the said Henry 
Duke of Beaufort William Lord Craven James Bertie Henry Bertie Sir Johu Colleton and Archibald Hutcheson the 
sume of two thousand five hundred pounds apiece without any deduction ANp WHEREAS Samuel Wragg of London 
merchant being duely authorized by letter of attorney under the hand and seal of the said Joseph Puke bolas date 
the eleventh day of July one thousand seven hundred and twenty eight did propose for and on the behalfe of the said 
Joseph Blake to surrender and convey unto his Majesty his heires and successors all the estate right and interest of 
the said Joseph Blake in and to the premisses upon payment of the like sume of two thousand five hundred pounds to 
the said Joseph Blake without any deduction Anp wuereas they the said Henry Duke of Beaufort William Lord 
Craven James Bertie Henry Bertie Sir John Colleton and Archibald Hutcheson trustee for the said John Cotton as 
aforesaid laid before a committee of the lords of his Majesties most honourable privy councell an estimate of all the ar- 
rears of quit rents and other rents and sume and sumes of money then due and owing to them and the said Joseph 
_ Blake and to the said John Lord Carteret which estimate as computed amounted to the sume of nine thousand five 
hundred pounds And they the said Henry Duke of Beaufort William Lord Craven James Bertie Henry Bertie Sir 
John Colleton and Archibald Hutcheson did likewise humbly propose that if his Majesty would please to allow the 
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sume of five thousand pounds for the said arrears (over and above the said several! sumes of two thousand five hun- 
dred pounds to be paid them respectively) they were willing to assign and make over to his Majesty, their right and 
title to the said arrears and all other demands whatsoever which they then had or could have upon the farmers ten- 
ants or inhabitants of the provinces or territories aforesaid or any of them Anp wHereas the said Samuel Wragg 
for or on the behalfe of the said Joseph Blake did propose to assigne to his Majesty all the right and interest of the 
said Joseph Blake in and to the said arrears and demands upon the terms aforesaid which proposals his Majesty was 
gratiously pleased to accept and to agree to the same with such variations as are herein after mentioned Ann WHEREAS 
by an act made and passed in the last session of this present Parliament intituled an act for establishing an agree- 
ment with seven of the lords proprietors of Carolina for the surrender of their title and interest in that province to 
his Majesty reciting to the effect herein before recited It was enacted that all those seven undivided eighth parts (the 
whole into eight equall parts or shares to be divided) and all other the part or share parts or shares interest and 
estates of them the said Henry Duke of Beaufort William Lord Craven James Bertie Dodington Greville Henry Ber- 
tie Mary Danson and Elizabeth Moor, Sir John Colleton Archibald Hutcheson as trustee for the said John Cotton 
and Joseph Blake and each of them of and in the aforesaid provinces or territories called Carolina And all and 
singular the royalties franchises lands tenements hereditaments and premisses in and by the said several recited let- 
ters patent or either of them granted or mentioned or intended to be granted by his said late Majesty King Charles 
the second to the said Edward Earl of Clarendon George Duke of Albemarle William Earl of Craven John Lord 
Berkley Anthony Lord Ashley Sir George Carteret Sir John Colleton deceased and Sir William Berkley their heirs 
and assignes aforesaid with their and every of their rights members and appurtenances And also all such powers 
liberties authorities jurisdictions preheminences licenses and priviledges as they the said Henry Duke of Beaufort 
William Lord Craven James Bertie Dodington Greville Henry Bertie Mary Danson and Elizabeth Moor the present 
Sir John Colleton the said Archibald Hutcheson as trustee for the said John Cotton and Joseph Blake every or any 
of them could or might have hold use exercise or enjoy by virtue of or under the said recited letters patent or either 
of them And also all and singular baronies tracts and parcells of land tenements and hereditaments which they the 
said Henry Duke of Beaufort William Lord Craven James Bertie Dodington Greville Henry Bertie Mary Danson 
and Elizabeth Moor the present Sir John Colleton the said Archibald Hutcheson as trustee for the said John Cotton 
and Joseph Blake any or either of them then was or were seized or possessed of or intituled to within the said pro- 
vinces or territories (except all such tracts of land tenements and hereditaments as had been at any time before the 
first day of January one thousand seven hundred and twenty seven granted or conveyed by or comprized in any 
grants deeds instruments or conveyances under the common seal of the said lords proprietors either in England or 
in the provinces aforesaid And also except all such plantations and lands as were then in the possession of the said 
Joseph Blake his undertenants or assignes by virtue of grants formerly made by the lords proprietors of the said 
provinces for the time being to other persons and since conveyed to or vested in the said Joseph Blake And also ex- 
cept all that barony and tract of land containing twelve thousand acres or thereabouts the possession whereof had 
some time before been delivered by the present Sir John Colleton unto Peter Colleton Esquire his second son And 
all that other barony or tract of land containing twelve thousand acres or thereabouts some time since conveyed by 
Sir John Tyrrell Barronet formerly owner of the said eighth part or share in the said act mentioned to belong to the 
said Archibald Hutcheson as trustee for the said John Cotton to William Wight Esquire and his heirs Provided 
that the afore mentioned exceptions or any of them should not include or extend to any lands comprised in any 
grant or grants made either in England or Carolina under the common seal of the lords proprietors for the time being 
which since the making of such grant or grants had become forfeited by virtue of any clauses contained therein or 
to any of the baronies before in the said act recited or mentioned to be then remaining and vested in the said Henry 
Duke of Beaufort and the said James Bertie and Dodington Greville as trustees some or one of them and in the said 
William Lord Craven the present Sir John Colleton and the said Archibald Hutcheson as trustee for the said John 
Cotton respectively nor to any rents services seignories or rights of escheat reserved upon or incident to any such 
grant or grants or any lands or estates thereby granted all such forfeited lands and all such rents seignories and rights 
of escheat reserved upon or incident to any such grant or grants or any lands or estates thereby granted And also 
the said baronies being intended by the said act to be vested in the persons and for the purposes therein after men- 
tioned And the revertion and revertions remainder and remainders yearly and other rents issues and profitts of the 
same parts or shares baronies lands tenements hereditaments and premisses so as aforesaid proposed and agreed to be 
surrendered to his Majesty and of every part and parcell thereof and alsve all the estate title terest trust property 
right of action right of entry claim and demand whatsoever of them the said Henry Duke of Beaufort William Lord 
Craven James Bertie Dodington Greville Henry Bertie Mary Danson and Elizabeth Moor the present Sir John Col- 
leton Archibald Hutcheson John Cotton and Joseph Blake and of each of them of in unto and out of the same every 
or any part or parcell thereof by virtue of the said severall recited letters patent or either of them or of any grant as- 
signment conveyance or assurance made under or by force of the same recited letters patent or either of them or 
otherwise howsoever should from and after the first day of June in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred 
and twenty nine be vested and setled and the same were thereby vested and setled in and upon the said Edward 
Bertie Samuel Horsey Henry Smith and Alexius Clayton and their heirs to the use of them their heirs and assignes 
freed and discharged and absolutely acquitted exempted and indemnifyed of and from all estates uses trusts entailes 
revertions remainders limitations charges and incumbrances titles claims and demands whatsoever but nevertheless 
upon trust and to the intent that they the said Edward Bertie Samuel Horsey Henry Smith and Alexius Clayton 
and the survivors and survivor of them and the heirs of such survivor up.n payment by his Majesty his heirs or suc- 
cessors to the said Edward Bertie Samuel Horsey Henry Smith and Alexius Clayton or to the survivors or survivor 
of them or the executors or adm/’ors of such survivor of the sume of seventeen thousand and five hundred pounds free 
and clear of all deductions on or before the twenty ninth day of September in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and twenty nine should by deed indented and to be inrolled in his Majesty’s high Court of Chancery 
surrender convey and assure unto his Majesty his heirs and successors all and singular the said seven eighth parts or 
shares (the whole into eight equall parts to be divided) and all other the parts or shares interests and estates of and in 
the aforesaid provinces or territoryes and all and singular the premisses thereby vested in them and their heirs as 
aforesaid which said sume of seventeen thousand five hundred pounds they the said Edward Bertie Samuel Horsey 
Henry Smith and Alexius Clayton the survivors or survivor of them or the executors or administrators of such sur- 
vivor should immediately after receipt thereof pay apply and dispose of in manner herein after mentioned (that is 
to say) the sume of two thousand five hundred pounds part thereof to the said James Bertie and Dodington Greville 
trustees as aforesaid or to the survivor of them or to the executors or administrators of such survivor two thousand 
five hundred pounds other part thereof to the said William Lord Craven his executors or administrators two thousand 
five hundred pounds other part thereof to the said James Bertie in his own right his executors or administrators two 
thousand five hundred pounds other part thereof unto such person or persons and in such shares and proportions as 
the same according to the tenor purport and true meaning of the said order or judgment of the House of Lords ought 
to be paid and applyed twothousand five hundred pounds other part thereof to the said Sir John Colleton his executors 
or administrators two thousand five hundred pounds other part thereof to the said John Cotton his executors or ad- 
ministrators and two thousand five hundred pounds residue thereof to the said Samuel Wragg for the use of the 
said Joseph Blake or to the said Joseph Blake his executors or administrators And it was thereby further enact- 
ed that seven eighth parts (the whole into eight equal parts to be divided) of all and every the said arrears of quit 
rents and other rents sume and sumes of money debts duties accounts reckonings claims and demands whatsoever 
then due and owing to the said Henry Duke of Beaufort or to the said James Bertie and Dodington Greville trustees 
as aforesaid and to the said John Lord Carteret William Lord Craven James Bertie in his own right Henry Bertie 
Mary Danson and Elizabeth Moor Sir John Colleton Archibald Hutcheson John Cotton and Joseph Blake or any of 
them whether the same were more or less than was computed as aforesaid And all and every other parts and shares 
of the said Henry Duke of Beaufort James Bertie and Dodington Greville trustees as aforesaid William Lord Craven 
James Bertie in his own right Henry Bertie Mary Danson and Elizabeth Moor Sir John Colleton Archibald Hutche- 
son John Cotton and Joseph Blake or any of them of or in the said arrears or which they or any of them their or any 
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of their heirs executors administrators or assignes then had or could or might have claime challenge or demand of 
or from the farmers tenants or lmhabitants of ihe provinces or territories aforesaid or any part thereof or any of them 
should from and after the said first day of June in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred. and twenty 
nine be vested in the said Edward Bertie Samuel Horsey Henry Smith and Alexius Clayton the survivors and sur- 
vivor of them and the executors and administrators of such survivor upon trust and to the intent that they and the 
survivors or survivor of them or the executors or administrators of such survivor should upon payment by his 
Majesty his heirs or successors of the sume of five thousand pounds of lawfull money of Great Britaine free and 
clear of all deductions on or before the twenty ninth day of September in the same year to the said Edward Bertie 
Samuei Horsey Henry Smith and Alexius Clayton the survivors or survivor of them or the executors or adminis- 
trators of such survivor to be applyed for the purposes and in the manner in the said act in that behalfe directed and 
appointed by deed indented and to be inrolled in the high Court of Chancery grant and assigne to his Majesty his 
heirs and successors the said seven eighth parts or shares (the whole into eight equal parts to be divided) And all 
other parts and shares of the said arrears thereby vested in them as aforesaid And it was thereby farther enacted 
that the receipt or receipts of the said Edward Bertie Samuel Horsey Henry Smith and Alexius Clayton or the sur- 
vivors or survivor of them or of the executors or administrators of such survivor under their or his hands or hand 
respectively should be a sufficient discharge to his Majesty his heires and successors of and fur the said severall sumes 
of seventeen thousand five hundred pounds and five thousand pounds or so much thereof or of either of them as such 
receipt or receipts should be given for and that his Majesty his heirs and successors upon and after such receipt or 
receipts given as aforesaid should be absolutely acquitted and discharged of and from the same moneys and should 
not be answerable or accountable for any loss non-application or misapplication of the said money or any part there- 
of as in and by the said act of Parliament herein before recited relation being thereunto had may amongst other things 
more fully appeare Now this [ndenture witnesseth that for and in consideration of the said sume of seventeen thou- 
sand five hundred pounds lawfull money of Great Britaine to them the said Edward Bertie Samuel Horsey Henry 
Smith and Alexius Clayton by the King’s most Excellent Majesty att or before the sealing and delivery of these pre- 
sents well and truly paid to be by them the said Edward Bertie Samuel Horsey Henry Smyth and Alexius Clayton 
paid distributed and applyed pursuant to the directions in the said recited act of Parliament contained The receipt 
of which said sume of seventeen thousand five hundred pounds they the said Edward Bertie Samuel Horsey Henry 
Smith and Alexius Clayton do hereby respectively acknowledge and thereof and of every part thereof do and each 
of them doth acquitt and discharge his said Majesty his heirs and successors by these presents ‘They the said 
dward Bertie Samuel Horsey Henry Smith and Alexius Clayton in pursuance of the trust in them reposed in and 
by the said recited act of Parliament have bargained sold and surrendred and by these presents do and each and 
every of them doth bargaine sell and surrender And they the said Henry Duke of Beaufort William Lord Craven 
James Bertie Dodington Greville Henry Bertie Mary Danson Elizabeth Moor Sir John Coileton party to these pre- 
sents Archibald Hutcheson John Cotton and Joseph Blake have ratifyed and confirmed and by these presents doe 
and every of them doth ratify and confirme unto his said Majesty his heirs and successors the said seven undivided 
eighth parts (the whole into eight equal parts to be divided) and all other the part or share parts or shares interests 
and estates in and by the said recited act of Parliament vested in them thé said Edward Bertie Samuel Horsey 
Henry Smith and Alexius Clayton of and in the aforesaid provinces or territories called Carolina and of and in all 
and singular the royalties franchises lands tenements hereditaments and premisses in and by the said several 
recited letters patent or either of them granted or mentioned to be granted by his said late Majesty King Charles 
the second to the said Edward Earl of Clarendon George Duke of Albemarle William Earl of Craven John Lord 
Berkley Anthony Lord Ashley Sir George Carteret Sir John Colleton deceased and Sir William Berkley their 
heirs and assignes as aforesaid with their and every of their rights members and appurtenances and also all powers 
libertyes authorityes jurisdictions preheminencies licenses and priviledges and all and singular baronies tracts and 
parcells of land tenements hereditaments and premisses in and by the said recited act of Parliament vested in them 
the said Edward Bertie Samuel Horsey Henry Smith and Alexius Clayton and their heirs upon the trusts afore- 
mentioned with their and every of their appurtenances (except asin the said act is excepted) Aud all the estate right 
title interest trust property possession claim and demand whatsoever of them the said Edward Bertie Samuel Hor- 
sey Henry Smith and Alexius Clayton and of the said Henry Duke of Beaufort James Bertie Dodington Greville 
William Lord Craven Henry Bertie Mary Danson Elizabeth Moor Sir John Colleton party to these presents Ar- 
chibald Hutcheson John Cotton and Joseph Blake every or any of them of in and to the same To have and to hold 
the said seven undivided eighth parts (the whole into eight equall parts to be divided) and all other the parts shares 
royalties franchises baronies lands tenements hereditaments and premisses hereby bargained sold and surrendred 
with their and every of their appurtenances (except as is before excepted) unto the King’s most Excellent Majesty his 
heires and successors to the use and behoofe of his said Majesty his heires and successors for ever And this inden- 
ture further witnesseth that for and in consideration of the sume of five thousand pounds of like lawfull money of 
Great Britaine to them the said Edward Bertie Samuel Horsey Henry Smith and Alexius Clayton by his said 
Majesty att or before the sealing and delivery of these presents well and truly paid in full fer the purchase of the 
arrears of quitt rents and other rents and sumes of money so proposed to be assigned to his Majesty as aforesaid te 
be by them the said Edward Bertie Samuel Horsey Henry Smith and Alexius Clayton paid applyed and disposed of 
pursuant to the directions in the said recited act of Parliament contained the receipt of which said sume of five 
thousand pounds they the said Edward Bertie Samuel Horsey Henry Smith and Alexius Clayton do hereby respec- 
tively acknowledge and thereof and of every part thereof do and each of them doth acquitt and discharge his said 
Majesty his heirs and successors executors and administrators by these presents they the said Edward Bertie Sam- 
uel Horsey Henry Smith and Alexius Clayton in pursuance of the trust in them reposed in and by the said recited 
act of Parliament have granted bargained and sold assigned transferred and sett over and by these presents do and 
each and every of them doth grant bargaine and sell assigne transferr and sett over And they the said Henry 
Duke of Beaufort William Lord Craven James Bertie Dodington Greville Henry Bertie Mary Danson Elizabeth 
Moor Sir John Colleton party to these presents Archibald Hutcheson John Cotton and Joseph Blake have ratifyed 
and confirmed and by these presents doe and every of them doth ratifye and confirme unto his said Majesty his 
heirs and successors the said seven eighth parts the whole into eight equall parts to be divided of all and every the 
arrears of quitt rents and other sums of money debts duties accounts reckonings claims and demands whatsoever 
which at the time of makeing the said act were due and owing to them the said Henry Duke of Beaufort or to the 
said James Bertie and Dodington Greville trustees as aforesaid and to the said John Lord Carteret William Lord 
Craven James Bertie in his own right Henry Bertie Mary Danson and Elizabeth Moor Sir John Colleton party to 
these presents Archibald Hutcheson John Cotton and Joseph Blake or any of them whether the same be more or 
less than was computed as aforesaid and all and every the arrears parts and shares sumes of money and premisses in 
and by the said recited act vested or mentioned or intended to be vested in them the said Edward Bertie Samuel 
Horsey Henry Smith and Alexius Clayton in trust for the purposes aforesaid and all the right title interest trust 
property benefitt advantage claim and demand whatsoever of them the said Edward Bertie Samuel Horsey Henry 
Smith and Alexius Clayton and of them the said Henry Duke of Beaufort James Bertie Dodington Greville William 
Lord Craven Henry Bertie Mary Danson Elizabeth Moor Sir John Colleton party to these presents Archibald 
Hutcheson John Cotton and Joseph Blake every or any of them of in and to the same To have hold receive and 
enjoy the same arrears sumes of money and premisses herein last before granted bargained and sold and assigned 
unto his said Majesty his heirs and successors to and for his and their own use and benefitt And the said Edward 
Bertie for himselfe his heires executors and administrators and every of them doth covenant and agree to and with 
his said Majesty his heirs and successors by these presents that he the said Edward Bertie hath not at any time 
heretofore inade done or committed any act matter or thing whatsoever whereby the premisses hereby respectively 
granted bargained and sold surrendred and assigned as aforesaid or any part thereof is are or can or may be any 
ways charged or incumbred. And the said Samuel Horsey for himselfe his heirs executors and administrators and 
every of them doth covenant and agree to and with his said Majesty his heirs and successors by these presents that 
he the said Samuel Horsey hath not att any time heretofore made done or committed any act matter or thing what- 
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soever whereby the premisses hereby respectively granted bargained and sold surrendred and assigned as aforesaid 
or any part thereof is are or can or may be any ways charged or incumbred And the said Henry Smith for himself 
his heirs executors and administrators and every ef them doth covenant and agree to and with his said Majesty his 
heirs and successors by these presents that he the said Henry Smith hath not att any time heretofore made done or 
committed any act matter or thing whatsoever whereby the premisses hereby respectively granted bargained and sold 
surrendred and assigned as aforesaid or any part thereof 1s are or can or may be any ways charged or incumbred 
And the said Alexius Clayton for himselfe his heires executors and administrators and every of them doth covenant 


and agree to and_ with his said Majesty his heirs and successors by these presents That he the said Alexius Clayton 


hath not att any time heretofore made done or committed any act matter or thing whatsoever whereby the premisses 
hereby respectively granted bargained and sold surrendred and assigned as aforesaid or any part thereof is are or 
ean or may be any ways charged or incumbred And the said Dodington Greville for himselfe his heires executors 
and administrators and every of them doth covenant and agree to and with his said Majesty his heires and succes- 
sors by these presents That he the said Dodington Greville hath not at any time heretofore made done or commit- 
ted any act matter or thing whatsoever whereby the premisses hereby respectively granted bargained and sold sur- 
rendred and assigned as aforesaid or any part thereof is are or can or may be any ways charged or incumbred And 
the said Henry Bertie for himselfe his heirs executors and administrators and every of them doth covenant and agree 
to and with his said Majesty his heirs and successors by these presents That he the said Henry Bertie hath not at 
any time heretofore made done or committed any act matter or thing whatsoever whereby the premisses hereby re- 
spectively granted bargained and sold surrendred and assigned as aforesaid or any part thereof is are or can or may 
be any ways charged or incumbred And the said Elizabeth Moor for herselfe her heirs executors and administra- 
tors and every of them doth covenant and agree to and with his said Majesty bis heirs and successors by these pre- 
sents That she the said Elizabeth Moor hath not att any time heretofore made done or committed any act matter or 
thing whatsoever whereby the premisses hereby respectively granted bargained and sold surrendred and assigned as 
aforesaid or any part thereof is are or can or may be any ways charged or incumbred And the said Archibald 
Hutcheson for himselfe his heires executors and administrators and every of them doth covenant and agree to and 
with his said Majesty his heirs and successors by these presents That he the said Archibald Hutcheson hath not at 
any time heretofore made done or committed any act matter or thing whatsoever whereby the premisses hereby re- 
spectively granted bargained and sold surrendred and assigned as aforesaid or any part thereof is are or can or may 
be any ways charged or incumbred And the said Henry Duke of Beaulort doth hereby for himselfe his heires exe- 
cutors and administrators covenant promise grant and agree to and with our said Sovereigne Lord the King his 
heirs and successors in manner and form following (that is to say) That our said Sovereign Lord the King his 
heirs and successors shall and may for ever hereafter peaceably and quietly have hold and enjoy all that part 
and share of and in the said provinces or territories and of and in all and singular the said royalties 
franchises lands tenements hereditaments and premisses in the said recited act mentioned to be then vested 
in the said Henry Duke of Beaufort or the said James Bertie and Dodington Greville trustees as aforesaid 
and also the said eight baronies in the said recited act mentioned to be then vested in the said Henry Duke of 
Beaufort or the said James Bertie and Dodington Greville trustees as aforesaid with the appurtenances without any 
lawfull lett suit trouble denyall disturbance or interruption of or by the said Henry Duke of Beaufort James Bertie 
Dodington Greville or Francis Clerk Esqs deceased or of or by any other person or persons lawfully claiming any 
estate right title trust or interest either in law or equity of in to or out of the same premisses or any part thereof 
from by under or in trust for the said Henry Duke of Beaufort James Bertie Dodington Grevile Francis Clerke 
Henry Duke of Beaufort deceased Rebecca Lady Granvile deceased John Lord Granvile deceased John Earl of 
Bath deceased Christopher Duke of Albemarle deceased or George Duke of Albemarle deceased or any of them 
respectively and that free and clear of from and against all and all manner of former and other gifts grants 
bargaines sales surrenders leases mortgages joyntures dowers titles of dower uses trusts wills intayles statutes 
recognizances judgements extents and executions and of from and against all and singular other estates titles 
troubles charges and incumbrances whatsoever had made done committed occasioned or suffered by the said 
Henry Duke of Beaufort James Bertie Dodington Greville Francis Clerke deceased Henry Duke of Beaufort 
deceased Rebecca Lady Granville deceased John Lord Granville deceased Join Earl of Bath deceased Chris- 
topher Duke of Albemarle deceased or the said George Duke of Albemarle deceased respectively or their re- 
spective heires or assignes or by any other person or persons lawfully claiming or to claim from by or under or in 
trust for them respectively or by or with their or any of their means consent act privity or procurement And the 
said William Lord Craven doth hereby for himselfe his heirs executors and administrators covenant promise grant 
and agree to and with our said Sovereigne Lord the King his heirs and successors in manner and form following 
(that is to say) that our said Sovereigne Lord the King his heires and successors shall and may forever hereafter 
peaceably and quietly have hold and enjoy all that part and share of and in the said provinces or territories and of 
and in all and singular the said royalties franchises lands tenements hereditaments and premisses in the said recited 
act mentioned to be then vested in the said William Lord Craven And also the said eight baronies in the said 
recited act mentioned to be then vested in the said Willian Lord Craven with the appurtenances without any law- 
full lett suit trouble denyall disturbance or interruption of or by the said William Lord Craven party to these presents 
or of or by any other person or persons lawfully claiming or to claim any estate right title trust or interest either in 
law or equity of in to or out of the same premisses or any part thereof from by under or in trust for the said William 
Lord Craven party to these presents William Lord Craven deceased Sir William Craven deceased or William 
Earl of Craven deceased or any of them respectively And that free and clear of from and against al! and all manner 
of former and other gifts grants bargaines sales surrenders leases mortgages joyntures dowers titles of dower uses 
trusts wills intayles statutes recognizances judgements extents and executions and of from ana against all and sin- 
gular other estates titles troubles charges and incumbrances whatsoever had made done comitted occasioned or suffered 
by the said William Lord Craven party to these presents William Lord Craven deceased Sir William Craven de- 
ceased or William Earl of Craven deceased respectively or their respective heirs or assignes or by any other person 
or persons lawfully claiming or to claime from by under or in trust for them respectively or by or with their or any 
of their means consent act privity or procurement And the said James Bertie doth for himselfe his heirs executors 
and administrators covenant promise grant and agree to and with our said Sovereigne Lord the King his heirs and 
successors in manner and forme following (that is to say) that our said Sovereigne Lord the King his heirs and 
successors shall and may for ever hereafter peaceably and quietly have hold and enjoy all that part and share of and 
in the said provinces or territoryes and of and in all and singular the said royalties franchises lands tenements heredi- 
taments and premisses in the said recited act mentioned to be then vested in the said James Bertie without any 
lawfull lett suit trouble denyall disturbance or interruption of or by the said James Bertie or of or by any other 
person or persons lawfully claiming or to claime any estate right title trust or interest either in law or equity of in 
to or out of the same premisses or any part thereof from by or under or in trust for the said James Bertie or the said 
Edward Earl! of Clarendon deceased or either of them respectively and that free and clear of from and against all 
and all manner of former and other gifts grants bargaines sales surrenders leases mortgages joyntures dowers titles 
of dower uses trusts wills intayles statutes recognizances judgements extents and executions and of from aud against 
all and singular other estates titles troubles charges and incumbrances whatsoever had made done comitted occa- 
sioned or suffered by the said James Bertie or Edward Earl of Clarendon deceased respectively or their respective 
heirs or assignes or by any other person or persons lawfully claiming or to claim from by under or ia trust for them 
respectively or by or with their or any of their means consent act privity or procurement And the said Mary Dan- 
son doth hereby for herself her heirs executors and administrators covenant promise grant and agree to and with our 
said Sovereigne Lord the King his heirs and successors in manner and form following (that is to say) That our said 
Sovereigne Lord the King his heirs and successors shall and may for ever hereafter peaceably and quietly have hold 
and enjoy all that part and share of and in the said provinces or territoryes and of and in all and singular the said 
royalties franchises lands tenements hereditaments and premisses in the said recited act mentioned to be then vested 
in the said Henry Bertie Mary Danson or Elizabeth Moor some or one of them without any !awiull lett suit trouble 
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denyall disturbance or interruption of or by the said Mary Danson or of or by any other person or persons lawfully 
claiming or to claim any estate right title trust or interest either in law or equity of in to or out of the same premisses 
or any part thereof from by under or in trust for the said Mary Danson or the said Sir William Berkley deceased 
his heirs or assigns or any of them respectively And that free and clear of from and against all and all manner of 
former and other gifts grants bargaines sales surrenders leases mortgages joyntures dowers titles of dower uses trusts 
wills intayles statutes recognizances judgements extents and executions and of from and against all and singular 
other estates titles troubles charges and incumbrances wt-soever had made done comitted occasioned or suffered or 
to be had made done committed occasioned or suffered by the said Mary Danson or the said Sir William Berkley 
deceased his heires or assignes or any of them respectively or by any other person or persons lawfully claiming or 
to claim by from under or in trust for them respectively or by or with their or any of their means consent act privity 
or procurement And the said Sir John Colleton party hereunto doth hereby for himoelf his heirs executors and ad- 
ministrators covenant promise grant and agree to and with our Sovereigne Lord the King his heirs and successors 
in manner and form foilowing (that is to say) That our said Sovereigne Lord the King his heirs and successors shall 
and may for ever hereafter peaceably and quietly have hold and enjoy all that part and share of and in the said pro- 
vinces or territorys and of and in ail and singular the said royalties franchises lands tenements hereditaments and 
premisses in the said recited act mentioned to be then vested in the said Sir John Colleton party to these presents 
And alsoe the said six baronies in the said recited act mentioned to be then vested in the said Sir John Colleton party 
to these presents with the appurtenances without any lawfull lett suit trouble denyall disturbance or interruption of or 
by the said Sir John Colleton party to these presents or of or by any other person or persons lawfully claiming or to 
mF any estate right title trust or interest either in law or equity of in to or out of the same premisses or any part 
thereof from by under or in trust for the said Sir John Colleton party to these presents or the said Sir John Colleton 
deceased respectively and that free and clear of from and against all and all manner of former and other gifts grants 
bargaines sales surrenders leases mortgages joyntures dowers titles of dower uses trusts wills intayles statutes recog- 
nizances judgements extents and executions and of from and against all and singular other estates titles troubles 
charges and incumbrances whatsoever had made dore committed occasioned or suffered or to be had made done com- 
mitted occasioned or suffered by the said Sir John Colleton party to these presents or the said Sir John Colleton deceased 
respectively or their respective heirs or assigns or by any other person or persons lawfully claiming or to claim from 
by under or in trust for them respectively or by or with their or any of their means consent act privity or procure- 
ment And the said John Cotton doth hereby for himselfe his heires executors and administrators covenant promise 
grant and agree to and with our Sovereigne Lord the King his heires and successors in manner and forme following 
(that is to say) That our said Sovereigne Lord the King his heirs and successors shall and may for ever hereafter 
peaceably and quietly have hold and enjoy all that part and share of and in the said provinces or territories and all 
and singular the royalties franchises lands tenements hereditaments and premisses in the said recited act mentioned 
to be then vested in the said Archibald Hutcheson in trust for the said John Cotton And alsoe the said six baronies 
in the said recited act mentioned to be then vested in the said Archibald Hutcheson as trustee for the said John 
Cotton with the appurtenances without any lawfull lett suit trouble denyall disturbance or interruption of or by the said 
John Cotton or of or by any other person or persons lawfully claiming or to claim any estate right title trust or 
interest either in law or equity of in to or out of the same premisses or any part thereof from by under or in trust for 
him or the said Anthony Lord Ashley deceased his heirs or assignes And that free and clear of from and against 
all and all manner of former and other gifts grants bargaines sales surrenders leases mortgages joyntures dowers 
titles of dower uses trusts wills intayles statutes recognizances judgements extents and executions and of from and 
against all and singular other estates titles troubles charges and incumbrances whatsoever had made done committed 
occasioned or suffered by the said John Cotton or the said Anthony Lord Ashley deceased his heirs or assignes or 
by any other person or persons lawfully claiming or to claime from by and under or in trust for him or them or b 
or with his or their means consent act privity or procurement And the said Joseph Blake doth hereby for himselfe 
his heirs executors and administrators covenant promise grant and agree to and with our said Sovereigne Lord the 
King his heirs and successors in manuer and forme following (that is to say) That our said Sovereigne Lord the King 
his heirs and successors shall and may for ever hereafter peaceably and quietly have hold and enjoy all that part and 
share of and in the said provinces or territories and of and in all and singular the said royaltyes franchises lands 
tenem": hereditam*: and premisses in the said recited act mentioned to be then vested in the said Joseph Blake 
And also the said six baronies in the said recited act mentioned to be then vested in the said Joseph Blake with the 
appurtenances without any lawfull lett suit trouble denyall disturbance or interrupcion of or by the said Joseph Blake 
or of or by any other person or persons lawfully claiming or to claim any estate right title trust or interest either in 
law or equity of into or out of the same premisses or any part thereof from by under or in trust for the said Joseph 
Blake or the said John Lord Berkley deceased his heirs or assigns or either of them respectively And that free and 
clear of from and against all and all manner of former and other gifts grants bargaines ude surrenders leases 
mortgages joyntures dowers titles of dower uses trusts wills intayles statutes recognizances judgments extents and 
executions and of from and against all and singular other estates titles troubles charges and incumbrances whatsoever 
had made done committed occasioned or suffered by the said Joseph Blake or the said John Lord Berkley deceased 
respectively or their respective heirs or assigns or by any other person or persons lawfully claiming or to claim from 
by under or in trust for thea respectively or by or with their or any of their means consent act privity or procure- 
ment And each of them the ait tears Duke of Beaufort William Lord Craven James Bertie Mary Danson Sir 
John Colleton John Cotton and Joseph Blake doth hereby for himself and herself his and her heirs executors and 
administrators severally and respectively and'not the one for the other nor for the heirs executors or administrators of 
the other covenant promise and agree to and with our said Sovereigne Lord the King his heirs and successors in 
manner and form following (that is to say) ‘That att the time of the passing the said recited act there was really and 
bona fide due and owing to them the said Henry Duke of Beaufort William Lord Craven James Bertie Dodington 
Grevile Henrie Bertie Mary Danson Elizabeth Moor Sir John Colleton Archibald Hutcheson John Cotton and Joseph 
Blake or to some of them together with the said John Lord Carteret from the farmers tenants and inhabitants of the 
said provinces or territoryes or some of them for arreares of quitt rents and other rents dutyes and services as afore- 
said the full sume of five thousand pounds and upwards Provided nevertheless and it is hereby declared and agreed 
by and between all and every the parties to these presents that the surrender hereby made or any clause matter or 
thing herein contained shall not in any sort alter change or prejudice the right of any of the parties hereto or of any 
other person or persons whatsoever to any office place or employment by or under any grant of grants thereof made 
before the first day of January one thousand seven hundred and twenty seven under the comon seale of the said lords 
proprietors either in England or in the provinces aforesaid a 
in witness whereof the said Edward Bertie Samuel Horsey Henry Smith Alexius Clayton Henry Duke of Beaufort 

James Bertie Dodington Greville William Lord Craven Joseph Blake by the said Samuel Wragg his Attorney 
Archibald Hutcheson John Cotton Sir John Colleton Henry Bertie Mary Danson and Elizabeth Moor have hereunto 
sett their hands and seals the day and year first above written 


EDW. BERTIE JOS: BLAKE 

SAML. HORSEY ARCH: HUTCHESON 
HENRY SMITH JNO: COTTON 
ALEXIUS CLAYTON JOHN COLLETON 
BEAUFORT NIC: BERTIE 

JA: BERTIE MARY DANSON 
DOD: GREVILE ELIZABETH MOORE 


CRAVEN 
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Received the day of the date of the within written indenture of our Sovereigne Lord the Kings most excellent 
Majesty the several! sumes of seventeen thousand five hundred pounds and five thousand pounds amounting in the 
whole to twenty-two thousand five hundred pounds being the consideration moneys within mentioned to be paid to us. 


Witness our hands 
EDW. BERTIE HENRY SMITH 
SAML. HORSEY ALEXIUS CLAYTON 
Present Perer Leneup Wittram Moore 


icHs. PaxTon 
Sealed and delivered (being first duly stampt) by the within named Edward Bertie Samuel Horsey Henry Smith 
Alexius Clayton Henry Duke of Beaufort James Bertie Dodington Grevile William Lord Craven Archibald Hutch- 
eson John Cotton Sir John Colleton Henry Bertie Mary Danson Elizabeth Moore and by Samuel Wragg as attor- 
ney for Joseph Blake by virtue of a letter of attorney hereto annexed. 
In the presence of Prerer Leneup Wiiiam Moore 
Nicus. Paxton 


Et memorandum quod vicesimo sexto die Julij anno suprascript prefat Edrus Bertie Samuel Horsey Henricu$ 
Smith et Alexius Clayton vener coram dicto Dno Rege in Canc sua et recognover Indentur predict ac omnia 
et singula in eadem content et spificat in forma suprascript necnon indentur predict impress fuit scdm tenorem 
statuti fact anno regni nup Regis et Regine Gulielmi et Marie Anglie &c sexto. 

In vicesimo secundo die Octobris Anno predicto. 

This is a true copy from the original record remaining in the Chapel of the Rolls, having been examined. 


JOHN RIPLING. 


} Know all men by these presents that I Joseph Blake of Berkley countey in the province of 


Bake fr , 
et \ South Carolina Esquire and one of the proprietors of the provinces of South and North Caroli- 
WracG (na have made ordained constituted authorized and appointed and by these presents do make 


Lre of Attorney) ordaine constitute authorize and appoint Samuel Wragg of London merchant to be my true 
(18 ) and lawfull attorney for me and in my name and to my use to grant bargaine sell and dispose 
of all that my one eighth part of the provinces of South and North Carolina by whatsoever names 
and descriptions the same be called or known together with all the arrears of quit rents due or to grow due there- 
out, unto such person or persons as shall be minded to purchase the same in fee or otherwise for and upon such terms 
and considerations and under such powers provisoes limitations and agreements and by such deeds conveyances and 
assurances in the law as to the said Samuel Wragg shall seem fit together with all and singular the rights jurisdic- 
tions.priviledges prerogatives royalties liberties immunities and franchises whatsoever to the said provinces and 
either of them belonging and in any wise appertaining in as full large ample and beneficial a manner to all intents 
and purposes whatsoever as the same was granted to the originall proprietors by his late Majesty King Charles the 
Sccond by the two severall charters of his said Majesty King Charles bearing date respectively the four and twen- 
tieth day of March in the fifteenth year of his said Majesty’s reign and the thirtieth day of June in the seventeenth 
year of his said Majesty’s reign and either of them And I the said Joseph Blake doe and shall hereby ratifye and 
confirm all and every such articles of agreement deeds writings conveyances and assurances in the law whatso- 
ever which at any time hereafter shall be made by the said Samuel Wragg for or in my name to any person or 'per- 
sons whatsoever tor the absolute granting conveying and assuring of the said eighth part or share of the said pro- 
vinces of North and South Carolina aforesaid and either of them and all and singular other the premisses. with. their 
and every of their appurtenances Know ye further that I, the said Joseph Blake do hereby nominate constitute and 
appoint the said Samuel Wragg to be my attorney for me and in my aame and to my use to ask demand sue for 
recover and receive of and from all and every person and persons whomsoever all and every sum and sums of mo- 
ney whatsoever which have or shall be paid to any person or persons whatsoever for and towards the purchase of 
the said premises which shall belong or be coming to me the said Joseph Blake for my one eighth part interest and 
share in the proprietorship of South and North Carolina aforesaid and upon receipt thereof acquittances or other 
discharges for me and in my name to make seal and execute and also for the better execution of the premisses 
the person of me the said Joseph Blake before all Judges Justices Officers Ministers and Persons whatsoever to 
represent and in all Courts of Judicature to appear and there on my behalfe to answer defend and reply unto all ac- 
tions causes matters and things whatsoever relateing to the premisses with full power to make and substitute one 
or more attorneys under him the said Samuel Wragg and the same again at pleasure to revoke and generally to 
say do transact determine accomplish and finish all matters and things whatsoever relateing to the premisses as 
fully amply and effectually to all intents and purposes whatsoever as if I the said Joseph Blake was personally 
age and did the same or although the matter should require more authority than is herein comprised And last- 
y 1 the said Joseph Blake do and shall at all times hereafter ratifye and confirm all and whatsoever the said Sam- 
uel Wragg or his substitutes shall do or cause to be done in or about the premises by virtue of these presents 
In witness whereof | the said Joseph Blake have hereunto set my hand and seal the eleventh day of July in the 
second year of the reign of our Sovereigne Lord George the second by the Grace of God of Great Britsine France 


and Ireland King Defender of the Faith &c Annog: Dom: 1728 
JOSEPH BLAKE 


Sealed and delivered in the presence of us 


W. Hype 
Hen. Harcrave 


Et memorandum quod per mandat p*honobil viro Josephi Jekyll Mil Magro Rotulor in hec verba (8th Janry 
1729 Let this instrument or writing be inrolled per salva custodia tantum J. Jekyll) Scriptum p’dict de verbo in 
verbum put prescribitur inotulaco in die et anno predict 


Soutnu CAROLINA 


By the Honorable Arruur Mivvteron Esquire President and Commander-in-chief in and over his Majesties 
rovince of South Carolina 


Personally appeared before me William Hyde and Henry Hargrave the subscribing witnesses to the power of 
attorney hereunto annexed who being duely sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God declare hen were 
present and did see Joseph Blake of Berkley county in this Province Esquire sign seal and as his act and deed deliver 
the power of attorney hereunto annexed for the uses therein mentioned and that their severall names subscribed 
thereto as witnesses are of the deponents hand writing respectively. And the said Joseph Blake at the same time 
before me acknowledged his executing the said power of attorney in manner above mentioned 


Given in council at the request of the said Joseph Blake under my hand and the great seal of this his Majes- 
tys province this eleventh dayof July one thousand seven hundred and twenty-eight and in the second year of 


his Majesties reign 
AR. MIDDLETON. 
Certifyed per Cuan. Hart, Sec’ry. LEON 
7 Pp 
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Et memorandum quod per mandat p*honobil viro Jusephi Jekyll Mil Magro Rotulor in hec verba (8th Janu- 
ary 1729 Let this instrument or writing be inrolled per salva custodia tantu J Jekyll) Scriptum p’dict de ver- 
bo in verbum put p’scribitur inotulaco in die et anno predict. 


This is a true copy from the original record remaining in the Chapel of the Rolls, having been examined. 
JOHN RIPLING. 


[Nore. In the foregoing instruments we have thought it advisable to print them verbatim et litteratim, together with the 
contractions in Latin, as given in the memorandum at the end of each instrument. ] 


H. No. 1. 
Extract from the Commission to Robert Johnson, Esqr. Governor of Carolina. 
DEcEMBER 9th, 1729. 


And we do likewise give and grant unto you full power and authority, by and with the advice and consent of 
our said council, to settle and agree with the inhabitants of our said province for such lands, tenements, and heredi- 
taments, as now are or hereafter shall be in our power to dispose of, and them to grant to any person or persons up- 
on such terms, and under such moderate quit rents, services, and acknowledgments, to be thereupon reserved unto 
us, as you, by the advice aforesaid, shall think fit; which said grants are to pass and to be sealed by our public seal 
of our said province, and being entered upon record by such officer or officers as are or shall be appointed thereunto, 
shall be good and effectual in law, against us, our heirs, and successors. 


Orrice ror Trapve, WHITEHALL, 25th September, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the above written paper is an extract from the commission to Robert Johnson, Esqr. Gover- 
nor of Carolina, copied from the Carolina Entry, A. p. 265. 
GEO. CHALMERS. 


H. No. 2. 


Extract from the Instructions to Robert Johnson, Esgqr. Governor of South Carolina. 
June 10th, 1730. 


Whereas great inconveniences have arisen in many of our colonies in America, from the granting excessive 
quantities of land to particular persons, which they have never cultivated, and have thereby prevented others more 
industrious from improving the same, more particularly in South Carolina, where several persons claim a right to 
many thousand acres which they have not yet taken up; you are hereby directed to recommend to the Assembly 
of our said province to pass an act or acts, whereby the owners of all lands already granted by the late lords pro- 
prietors, shall be obliged within a reasonable time to take possession of and cultivate the lands by them claimed, on 
penalty of forfeiture of such right of claims; and to prevent the like inconvenience for the future in all grants of lands 
to be made by you, by and with the advice and consent of our council, you are to take especial care that no grants 
be made to any person but in proportion to his ability to cultivate the same, and that proper clauses be inserted for 
vacating the said grants, on failure of cultivation or payment of the quit rents reserved thereon. And as the most 
probable measures for your judgment in this particular will be to proportion the quantity of land to the number of 
persons and slaves in each grantee’s family, you are hereby directed not to grant to any person more than fifty 
acres for every white or black man, woman, or child, of which the grantee’s family shall consist at the time the grant 
shall be made. But in the laying out of all lands for the future, where such lands shall be contiguous to rivers; you 
are to take care that not above one fourth part of the land granted shall border upon the river, that is to say, there 
shall be four chains in depth backwards to every chain in front upon the said river respectively, and so in roportion 
for any larger quantity; and that a free passage to and from the said river be reserved for the use of all His Ma- 
jesty’s subjects. ; ; ; 

Wiewes it has been found by long experience in our provinces of New Hampshire and Massachusetts Bay; that 
the settling of such persons as were disposed to become planters there in townships, hath redounded very much to 
their advamage, not only with respect to the assistance they have been able to afford each other in their civil con- 
cerns, but likewise with regard to the security they have thereby acquired against the insults and incursions of the 
neighboring Indians. We have thought it for our service, and you are hereby required to mark out and set apart 
eleven townships in our said province on the banks of rivers at sixty miles distance from Charlestown, that is to 
sa 
Pe 2 townships upon the river 4/tamaha. 

2 on the Savannah river. 
1 on the head of Ponpon river. 
2 on Santee river. 
1 on Watry river. 
1 on Black river. 
1 on Pedee river. 
1 on Wacomace river. 
11 

tis our further will and pleasure that each of these townships do consist of twenty thousand acres of land, to be 
laid out in square plats of ground, one side thereof to front the respective rivers on which they shall be settled. In 
each of these townships you shall mark out a proper place for the situation of a town contiguous to the river where 
the township lies, to consist of so many lots, and each lot of such quantity of land as you shall judge convenient, and 
to each inhabitant at their first settling there, besides their respective town lots, you shall grant fifty acres, part of 
the above mentioned twenty thousand, for every man, woman, or child, of which the grantee’s family shall consist; 
which grants shall be augmented from time to time, as the abilities of the respective inhabitants shall render them 
capable of cultivating more lands, always taking care to proportion the profitable and unprofitable land in each grant, 
and to mark the same out in such manner, that every grantee, by the situation of his land, may reap equal advantage 
of access to the river to which the township shall be contiguous; and to the intent that land near the said townships 
may not be wanting for the convenience of the inhabitants as their substance shall increase, no person except the inhabi- 
tants shall be allowed to take up any lands within six miles of the said townships respectively, to which the said 
townships shall be contiguous. 

It is our further will and pleasure, that each of these townships, together with all the lands on the same side of 
the river lying within six miles of the said township, respectively, be erected into a distinct parish, and that, when 
any of the said intended parishes shall have one hundred householders, they be entitled to send two members to our 
assembly, and to enjoy all such other privileges as do of ,right and common usage belong to other parishes in our 
said province. 

‘And as a further encouragement to such persons, as shall be disposed to settle in these townships, we are gra- 
ciously pleased to allow the inhabitants thereof a right of common and herbage in and —— all such lands con- 
tained within the extent of the said townships pa se as shall not be taken up by particular grants made to the 
said inhabitants. And, that a quantity of land not exceeding three hundred acres, contiguous to the said town, shall 
be set apart for a common in perpetuity to each of the said towns, free from quit rent. And it is our will and plea- 
sure that you do, with all convenient speed, lay out these townships, and that no person claiming a right to take up 

































1796. } CLAIMS TO LAND IN THE SOUTHWEST. AT 








land in South Carolina, by former grants from the late lords proprietors, be allowed to take up lands within six miles 
of these townships, by: virtue of such grants. : : 64 f 

“And whereas, we have been informed that the number of white men in our said province bears too small a pro- 
portion to that of the blacks, which is not only a hindrance to the peopling and settling the same, but may be also 
of dangerous consequence from the attempts of an enemy, and even from an insurrection of the negroes. It is our 
will and pleasure, that you recommend, in the strongest terms to the assembly, that they pass an act giving suitable 
encouragement to all who shall import servants into the province, either men or women; and as an encouragement 
for white servants to go thither, we are graciously pleased to allow you to grant fifty acres of land, free of quit rent 
for ten years, to all white servants, men or women, who shall have served their masters the whole time of their agree- 
ment, and shall be willing afterwards to become planters or settlers in the said province. 

And whereas, by our commission, you are empowered to settle and agree, by and with the advice and consent 
of our said council, with the inhabitants of our said province, for such lands, and tenements, and hereditaments, as 
now are, or hereafter shall be, in our power to «dispose of, and them to grant to any person or persons, upon such 
terms, and under such moderate quit rents, services, and ee to be thereupon reserved unto us, as 
you, by the advice aforesaid, shall think fit; it is nevertheless our will and pleasure, that you do not make any grants 
of land to any person whatsoever, under a less quit rent than four shillings proclamation money, for every hundred 
acres, except for the first ten years, to white servants, as mentioned in the foregoing article, and the like term for 
those who shall undertake to settle the eleven forementioned townships, or any of them. 


Orricr ror TrRaDE, WHITEHALL, Seplember 25th 1795. 


I hereby certify, that the before written paper is an extract from the instructions to Robert Johnson, Esq. Gov- 
ernor of South Carolina, copied from the South Carolina Entry, A. p. 324. 
, 3 GEO. CHALMERS. 


C. No. 1. 


Report to the Loris of the Committee of Council upon the petition of the Lord Percival, Edward Digby, George 
Carpenter, Esq. &c. about establishing a charitable colony in South Carolina. 


DecemsBer 7th, 1730. 


To the Right Honorable the Lords of the Committee of His Majesty’s most honorable Privy Council. 
My Lorps: 

Your lordships having been pleased to refer to us the petition of the Right Hon. the Lord Viscount Percival, the 
Hon. Edward Digby, the Hon. George Carpenter, James Oglethorpe, Esq. and several others whose names are thereto 
subscribed, setting forth that the cities of London and Westminster, and the parts adjacent, do abound with great 
numbers of indigent persons who are reduced to such necessity, as tov become burthensome to the public, and who 
would be willing to seek a livelihood in any of His Majesty’s plantations in America, if they were provided with a 
passage and means of settling there; and newbie proposing to undertake the trouble and charge of transporting all 
such poor persons and families, provided they may obtain a grant of lands in South Carolina, for that purpose, together 
with such powers, as shall enable them to contract with persons inclinable to settle there, and to receive the charita- 
ble contributions and benefactions, of all such persons as are willing to encourage sv good a design. We have con- 
sidered the several particulars therein contained, and having discoursed with the petitioners thereupon, we have 
received certain proposals from them relating to the subject matter of their petition; whereupon we take leave to re- 
present to your lordships— 

That, as the petitioner’s design appears to us to be a very laudable one in every respect, and may, if — exe- 
cuted, produce — good effects to the public, we think it may deserve due encouragement, and are humbly of 
opinion, that it may be proper for His Majesty to grant them all reasonable powers for the promoting and carrying 
on so good a work, and therefore we would propose to your lordships 

That His Majesty may be graciously pleased to incorporate the petitioners, according to the prayer of their peti- 
tion, as a charitable society by the name of the Corporation for establishing Charitable Colonies in America, with 
perpetual succession. 

‘hat they may be empowered to purchase lands of inheritance in Great Britain, to the value of one thousand 
pounds per annum, and estates for lives or years, and goods and chattels to any value; and tu receive and take by 
grant, gift, purchase, or otherwise, any lands in America, with power to make reasonable by-laws, not repugnant 
to the laws of Great Britain, for the government of their corporation; together with all other clauses, usual and ne- 
cessary for such a corporation; and to give an annual account of all moneys or effects by them received, or expended 
for the carrying on this charity in the high court of chancery. ° , 

And, as a further encouragement to this design, we are of opinion, His Majesty may be graciously pleased to 

grant to the petitioners, and to their successors forever, all that tract of land in his province of South Carolina, lying 
between the rivers Savannahand Altamaha, to be bounded by the most navigable and largest branches of the Savan- 
nah, and the most southerly branch of the Altamaha, with the islands in the sea lying opposite to the said land, reserv- 
ing to His Majesty, his heirs, and successors, a quit rent, at the rate of four shillings proclamation money, for every 
hundred acres contained in the said tract, which shall be leased or granted out by the corporation to their under 
tenants, or taken up, settled, or improved by them or their agents, the said quit-rent not to commence or be paid 
till ten years after such leases, settlements, takings up. or improvements respectively. 
_ And that His Majesty may always be duly informed of what quantities of land are granted, taken up, settled, or 
improved by the said corporation, that a constant register shall be kept by their officers, of all such leases, grants. 
takings up, settlements, and improvements; and authentic transcripts thereof, annually transmitted to His Majesty’s 
auditor of the plantations, or his deputy in South Carolina, and also to His Majesty’s land surveyor in that province. 
sorre to the said surveyor in His Majesty’s behalf, a right of inspecting the lands so leased, granted, taken up, 
— or settled, to prevent any abuses with respect to the quit rents, hereby intended to be reserved upon such 
ands. 

And whereas, it is the desire of the petitioners, that the tract of land, by them petitioned for, which is at present 
entirely uninhabited, except by some few Indian families, may be separated from the province of South Caroline, 
and be made a colony independent thereof with respect to their laws, government, and economy, both civil and 
military, save only in the command of their militia, which is to remain with His Majesty’s Governor of South Car- 
olina, for the time being. Weare humbly of opinion, that His Majesty may be graciously pleased to indulge them in 
this particular likewise, saving always the dominion of the crown, and the dependence which every British colony 
ought to have upon His Majesty; and for this purpose, we would humbly propose, that the corporation may have the 
liberty, from time to time, to lay before His Majesty, lists of all such officers, both civil and military, as shall be 
thought necessary, by them, for the support, conduct, and government of their intended colony,.and which are usual - 
ly appointed by commissions from His Majesty, or from His Majesty’s Governors in other colonies in America; and 
that, when His Majesty shall have approved of such officer by his order in council, the corporation may be empow- 
ered to give them commissions under their common seal. 

And, as it will be necessary that there should be power of making laws for the government of this colony, we 
would propose that His Majesty may empower the corporation, from time to time, to prepare laws for that purpose. 
to be laid before the King in council, and if not disapproved by His Majesty in thirty days, that they may be sent 
over, and be in full force until the King shall think fit to signity his disallowance of them. 

And as in process of time it is to be hoped this colony may prove a flourishing settlement, and thereby become 
sharers in the trade of South Carolina, it will be necessary that the person who superintends this settlement, although 
he should not act under the title of Governor, should, according to the act of the 7th and 8th of King William, not 
only be approved of by His Majesty, as has been before proposed, but ‘also take the usual oath to observe the 
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acts of trade and navigation; for which purpose, it will be necessary that the usual instructions upon that head, which 

are given to the Governors in America, should likewise be given to him; and that the corporation do give constant 

accounts of all proceedings to this office that we may lay the same before His Majesty. 
We are, my lords, your lordship’s most obedient, and most humble servants, 

WESTMORELAND. 

P. DOCMINIQUE. 

T. PELHAM. 

M. BLADEN. 

A. CROFT. 


Wurrenaty, December 17, 1730. 


Orrice ror TRADE, WaiTEHALL, 14th September, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the before written paper is a report from the Board of Trade to the Lords of the committee 
of council for plantation affairs, copied from the South Carolina Entry, B. page 8. 
GEO. CHALMERS. 


C. No. 2. 


A Report to the Lords of the Committee of Council, about settling a western boundary to the colony to be established 
in South Carolina by a charter for which the Lord Percival and others have petitioned. 


Wuitenat., December 22, 1731. 


To the Right Honorable the Lords of the Committee of His Majesty’s most honorable Privy Council. 


My Lorps: 

In pursuance of your lordships’ order of the 14th of this month, referring to us the following points, viz‘ 
the setting a western boundary to the colony to be established in South Carolina, by virtue of a charter petitioned 
for by the Lord Percival and others, and for ascertaining the distance of the islands upon the eastern shore from the 
continents as likewise for fixing the number of acres proper to be granted to each person who shall settle there; 
we have been attended by some of the petitioners, and take leave to represent to your lordships: 

That we think the western boundary of this new charter may extend as far as that described in the ancient pa- 
tents granted by King Charles II. to the late lords proprietors of Carolina, whereby that province was allowed to 
extend westward in a direct line as far as the South seas. 

With respect to the islands upon the eastern shore from the continent, we think this new charter may include 
such as lie opposite to, and within twenty leagues of, the coast between the rivers Savannah and Altamaha, which 
are not already inhabited or settled by any authority derived from the Crown, and, as to the quantity of land to be 
granted to each person who shall settie within the limits of this charter, we are humbly of opinion that the proprie- 
tors should be restrained from granting above five hundred acres to any one person. 

Weare, my lords, &c. 
P. DORMINIQUE, 
T. PELHAM, 
OR. BRIDGEMAN. 


Orricr For TRapE, WuITEHALL, September 14, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the before written paper is a report from the Board of Trade to the Lords of the Com- 
mittee of Counci! for plantation affairs. Copied from South Carolina Entry, B. page 23. 
GEO. CHALMERS. 


C. No. 3. 
From the Georgia charter in 1732. 


Know ye, therefore, that we, greatly desiring the happy success of the said corporation, for their further en- 
couragement in accomplishing so excellent a work, have, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, 
given and granted, and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant to the said corporation 
and their successors, under the reservations, limitations, and declarations, hereafter expressed, seven undivided 
parts (the whole into eight equal parts to be divided) of all those lands, countries, and territories, situate, lying, 
and being. in that part of South Cisalinn, in America, which lies from the northern stream of a river there com- 
monly called the Savannah, all along the seacoast to the sunthward, unto the most southern stream of a certain 
other great water or river called the Altamaha, and westward from the heads of the said_ rivers, respectively, in 
driect lines tu the South Seas, and all that space, circuit, and precinct, of land lying within the said boundaries, 
with the islands in the sea, lying opposite to the eastern coast of the said islands, within twenty leagues of the same, 
which are not already inhabited or settled by any authority derived from the crown of Great Britain, together with 
all the soils, grounds, havens, ports, guifs and bays, mines, as well as royal mines of gold and silver, as other mi- 
nerals, precious stones, quarries, woods, rivers, waters, fishings, as well as royal fishings of whale and sturgeon, as 
other fishings, pearls, commodities, jurisdictions, royalties, franchises, privileges, and pre-eminences, within the 
said territories, and the precincts thereof, and thereunto, in any sort, belonging or appertaining, and which we, by 
our letters patent, may or can grant, and in as ample manner and sort as we, or any of our royal progenitors, have 
hitherto granted to any company, body politic or corporate, or to any adventurer or adventurers, undertaker or un- 
dertakers of any discoveries, plantations, or traffic of, in or into any foreign parts whatsoever, and in as large and 
ample manner as if the same were herein particularly mentioned and expressed. 


OrricE ror TRADE, WHITEHALL, September 14, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the before written paper is an extract from the Georgia charter, taken from the printed 


copy. 
GEO. CHALMERS. 
C. No. 4. 


A state of the Province of Georgia, attested upon oath in the court of Savannah, November 10, 1740, 


The province of Georgia lies from the most northern stream of the river Savannah, (the mouth of which is in 
the latitude of 32°) along the seacoast, to the most southern stream of the Altamaha, (the mouth of which is 30° 30’) 
and westward from the heads of the said rivers, respectively, in direct lines to the South seas. 

This province was part ofSouth Carolina, but the eastern and southern parts of it inhabited by the Creek In- 
dians: the northern by the Cherokees and Chickasaws; the western by the Choctaws; the Blewmouths and other 
Indian nations to the South sea. The Creek Indians, who always acknowledged the King of England for their 
sovereign, yet made war with the people of Carolina, to obtain satisfaction for injuries done by their peddling 
traders: the war was concluded by a peace which obliged the people of Carolina not to settle beyond the river Sa- 
vannah; aud no Englishman was settled within this district, that we know of, when the first colony of Georgia ar- 
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rived. The country was then all covered with woods. Mr. Oglethorpe agreed with the Indians, and purchased of 
them the limits mentioned in the treaty. _ ; 
When the east part of the province of Georgia was taken possession of under the trustees’ charter by Mr. 
Oglethorpe, according to the limits of the British dominions in America, forts were erected upon the extremities to 
keep up narks of possession; the strength and materials were of such a nature as the men he had with him could 
make, and sufficient for defence against any strength that could be brought against them by the neighboring Indians, 
or Spaniards in Florida. 
Orrice For Trape, Wuirenatt, Sepiember 14, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the before written paper is an extract from a State of the province of Georgia, attested 
upon oath in the court of Savannah, copied from the printed journal of Wim. Stevens, which was published at 


sondon, in 1742, Vol 2. 
London, in 0 GEO. CHALMERS. 


dD. 


Additional Instructions to Robert Johnson, Esq. His Majesty’s Captain General and Governor in-chief in and 
over His Majesty’s Province of South Carolina, in America, or to the Commander-in-chief of His Majesty’s 
said Province, for the time being. Given, &¢. 

SEPTEMBER 6, 1732, 


Whereas application hath been made fo us by the humble petition of the trustees for, establishing the colony 
of Georgia, in America, setting forth that the petitioners being incorporated by His Majesty’s royal charter, bearing 
date the 9th day of June last, for settling a regular colony within the bounds of the province of South Carolina, 
they find it necessary, for carrying on the said service, that notice should be given of the said charter to the Go- 
vernor of the said province, with a signification of our royal pleasure, that all due countenance and encouragement 
should be given for settling the said colony; and, therefore, most humbly praying that we would be pleased to give 
such instructions to the Governor of the said province as may be proper upon this occasion, and likewise a direction 
for registering the said charter in the records of the said province, from a copy to be annexed to the said instruc- 
tions: we have been graciously pleased to condescend to the petitioners’ request, and have thought fit, in His Ma- 
jesty’s name, hereby to will and require you to give all due countenance and encouragement for the settling of the 
said colony of Georgia, by being aiding and assisting to such of His Majesty’s subjects as shall come into the said 
»rovince of South Carolina for that purpose, according to His Majesty’s gracious intentions declared in his royal 
charter aforementioned, a copy whereof is hereunto annexed; which we do, in His Majesty’s name, hereby further 
require you to cause to be forthwith registered and entered upon record, and by the proper officer in His Majesty’s 
said province of South Carolina. 


Orricr ror TrapE, WuirEHALt, September 14, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the before written paper is a copy of an additional instruction to Robert Johnson, Esq. 
Governor of South Carolina, copied from the South Carolina Entry, B. 
GEO. CHALMERS. 


E. 


This indenture, made the —— day of ——,, in the twenty —— year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George 
the Second, by the grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. and in 
the year of our Lord Christ one thousand seven hundred and fifty-two, between our said Sovereign Lord the King’s 
most excellent Majesty. of the one part, and the trustees for establishing the colony of Georgia, in America, of the 
other part: Whereas, his said Most Excellent Majesty, by his letters patent under the great seal of Great Britain, 
bearing date at Westminster, the ninth day of June, in the fifth year of his reign. did (amongst divers other mat- 
ters and things therein contained) for himself, his heirs, and successors, constitute and appoint John Lord Viscount 
Percival, of his kingdom of Ireland, Edward Digby, George Carpenter, James Oglethorpe, George Heathcote, 
Thomas ‘Tower, Robert More, Robert Hucks, Roger Holland, William Sloper, Francis Eyles, John Laroche, 
James Vernon, William Belitha, Esquires, Stephen Hales, Master of Arts, John Burton, Bachelor of Divinity, 
Richard Bundy, Master of Arts, Arthur Bedford, Master of Arts, Samuel Smith, Master of Arts, Adam Ander- 
son, and Thomas Coram, Gentlemen, and such others as should be elected in the manner therein mentioned, to be 
one body politic and corporate, by the name of the trustees for establishing the colony of Georgia, in America, with 
perpetual succession, with divers jurisdictions, powers, franchises, and privileges, therein expressed; and did also 
give and grant to the said corporation and their successors, under the reservations, limitations, and declarations, 
therein expressed, seven undivided parts (the whole into eight equal parts to be divided) of all those lands, countries 
and territories, situate, lying, and being in that part of South Carolina, in America, which lies from the most northern 
stream of a river there commonly called Savannah, all along the sea-coast to the southward unto the most southern 
stream of a certain other great water or river called the Altamaha, and westward from the heads of the said 
rivers, respectively, in direct lines to the South Seas; and all that space, circuit, and precinct of land, lying within 
the said boundaries, with the islands in the sea lying opposite to the eastern coast of the said lands, within twenty 
leagues of the same, which were not then already inhabited or settled by any authority derived from the crown of 
Great Britain, together with all the soils, grounds, havens, ports, gulfs, and bays, mines, as well royal mines of 

gold and silver as other minerals, precious stenes, quarries, woods, rivers, waters, fishings, as well royal fishings of 
whale and sturgeon, as other fishings, pearls, commodities, jurisdictions, royalties, franchises, privileges, and pre- 
heminences, within the said territories and the precincts thereof, and thereunto in any sort belonging or appertain- 
ing, and which his said Majesty by his letters patent, might or could grant, and in as ample manner and sort as his 
said Majesty or any of his royal progenitors had then before granted to any company, body politic, or corporate, or 
to any adventurer or adventurers, undertaker or undertakers, of any discoveries, plantations, or traflic, of, in, or 
into, any foreign parts whatsoever, and in as large and ample manner asif the same were therein particularly men- 
tioned and expressed, to have, hold, possess, and enjoy, the said seven undivided parts (the whole into eight equal 
parts to be divided as aforesaid) of all and singular, the said lands, countrys, and territories, with all and singular 
other the premises therein before by the said letters patent granted or mentioned, or intended to be granted to them, 
the said corporation, and their successors for ever, for the better support of the said colony: to be holden of his said 
Majesty, his heirs and successors, as of his honor of Hampton court, in his county of Middlesex, in feeand common 
soccage, and not in capite: yielding and paying therefore to his said Majesty, his heirs and successors, yearly for 
ever, the sum of four shillings for every hundred acres of the said lands which the said corporation should grant, 
demise, plant, or settle; the said payment not to commence or be made until ten years after such grant, demise, 
planting, or settling, and to be answered and paid to his said Majesty, his heirs and successors, in such manner, and 
in such species of money or notes as should be current in payment by proclamation from time to time in his said 
province of South Carolina: all which lands, countries, territories, and premises, thereby granted or mentioned, or 
intended to be granted, his said Majesty did, by the said letters patent, make, erect, and create, one independent 
and separate province, by the name of Georgia; and did, by the same letters patent, ordain, will, and establish, that 
for, and during the term of twenty-one years, to commence from the date of the said letters patent, the said cor- 
poration should and might form and prepare laws, statutes, and ordinances, fit and necessary for the government 
of the said colony, and not repugnant to the Jaws and statutes of England, and to present the same to his Majesty, 
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his heirs and successors, in their privy council, which being approved, should be from thenceforth in full force: and 
his said Majesty did, by the said letters patent, will and declare, that after the determination of the said term of 
twenty-one years, such form of government and method of making laws and ordinances for the better government 
of the said province of Georgia and the inhabitants thereof, should be established and observed within the same, as 
his said Majesty, his heirs, or successors, should thereafter ordain and appoint, and should be agreeable to laws; and 
that from and after the determination of the said term, the Governor of the said province, and all officers, civil and 
military within the same, should from time to time be nominated and appointed by his said Majesty, his heirs and 
successors. And whereas by an indenture made the 28th day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and thirty-two, and in the sixth year of his said Majesty’s reign, between the Right Honorable John 
Lord Carteret, Baron of Hawnes, in the county of Bedford (now Karl Granville) of the one part, and the trustees 
for establishing the colony of Georgia, in America, of the other part, (reciting as therein is recited) for the considera-’ 
tions therein mentioned, he the said John Lord Carteret did give, grant, bargain, and sell, unto the said trustees 
for establishing the colony of Georgia, in America, and their successors, all that one undivided eighth part of or 
belonging to the said John Lord Carteret (the whole into eight™equal parts to be divided) of and in all and singular 
the lands, countries, territories, and premises, before mentioned and described in the said in part recited letters 
patent, with the appurtenances, and all the part and share, estate, right, title, interest, use, trust, possession, pro- 
perty,claim, and demand whatsoever, both in law and equity, of him the said John Lord Carteret, of, in, and to, all and 
singular the said lands, countries, territories, and premises aforesaid, lying and-being within the limits and boundaries 
in the above recited letters patent mentioned and described, with the appurtenances and every part and parcel 
thereof, together with all and singular royalties, rights of government, jurisdictions, privileges, prerogative rights, 
liberties, immunities, and franchises whatsoever, and of what kind soever, within’ the said territories and premises, 
to him the said John Lord Carteret belonging, or in any wise appertaining, and the reversion and reversions, re- 
mainder or remainders, rents, issues, and profits thereof; to have and to hold all and singular the said one undi- 
vided eighth part of all and —_ lar the said lands, countries, and territories, and all and singular other the pre- 
mises thereby granted, bargained, and sold, or mentioned or intended so to be, and every part and parcel thereof, 
with all and singular the appurtenances, unto the said trustees for establishing the colony of Georgia, in America, 
and their successors, upon the several trusts, and to and for the several intents and purposes, and subject to the 
several conditions, limitations, and declarations, in his said present Majesty’s said letters patent specified and con- 
tained, and to and for no other use, intent, or aaheoes whatsoever, yielding and paying therefore to the said John 
Lord Carteret, and his heirs, yearly, for ever, the sum of six-pence for the eighth part of every one hundred acres 
of the said lands, which the said corporation should grant, demise, plant, or settle;.the said payment not to com- 
mence or be made until ten years after such grant, demise, planting, or settling, and to. be answered and paid unto 
the said John Lord Carteret, and his heirs, and in such manner and in such species of money or notes as should be 
current, in payment by proclamation from time to time, inthe said province of South Carolina, as in and by the 
said recited letters patent and indenture (relation being thereunto respectively had) amongst diverse other matters 
and things therein contained, may more fully and at large appear. ‘ And whereas, the said trustees have, from their 
consideration of the present state and condition of the said province, and to the end that proper means may be pro- 
vided for putting the Government thereof on’a more sure foundation, proposed and agreed to make an absolute sur- 
render and grant of the said province, and all the lands, territories, powers, and jurisdictions, to his said Majesty, 
in the manner herein after mentioned, which his said Majesty has been graciously pleased, by and with the advice 
of his privy council, to accept. Now this indenture witnesseth, that the said trustees for establishing the colony of 
Georgia, in America, for themselves and their successors, have, for the considerations and motives aforesaid, and 
for divers other good considerations them thereunto moving, ——, surrendered, and yielded up, and by these 
presents do, for themselves and their successors, grant, surrender, and yield up, unto his said most excellent Ma- 
jesty, his heirs and successors, the said recited letters patent and their said corporation, and all right, title, and au- 
thority, to be or continue a corporate body, and all the powers of government, and all other powers, jurisdictions. 
franchises, preheminences, and privileges, therein and:thereby granted or conveyed to them, and have granted, and 
do hereby grant, unto his said Majesty, his heirs and successors, all the said lands, countries, territories, and pre- 
mises, as well the said one eighth part thereof granted, meant, or intended to be granted, by the said John Lord 
Carteret, to them as aforesaid, as also the said seven eighth parts thereof, granted, meant, or intended to be granted, 
as aforesaid, in and by his said Majesty’s letters patent or charter above recited, together with all the soils, grounds, 
havens, ports, gulphs, and bays, mines, as well royal mines of gold and silver as other minerals, precious stones, 
‘quarries, woods, rivers, waters, fishings..as well royal fishings of whale and sturgeon as other fishings, pearls, com- 
- modities, jurisdictions, royalties, franchises, privileges, and preheminences, within the said territories and the pre- 
cincts thereof, and thereunto in-any sort belonging or appertaining, and all other the premises, and all rents, rever- 
sions, remainders, and other profits, reserved, due, or payable, or which may happen upon, or by virtue of, any de- 
inise or grant heretofore made of the — or any part thereof, and all their estate, + omy title, interest, claim, 
or demand whatsoever, of, in, or to, the said premises, and every part thereof; to have and to hold all and singular 
the premises to his said Majesty, his heirs and successors, to the use of his said Majesiy, his heirs and successors, 
subject neverthetess, and without prejudice, to all such grants, leases, contracts, estates, and interests, in law or 
equity, as have been heretofore lawfully made or granted by the said trustees for establishing the colony‘of Georgia, 
in America, or by any acting in authority under them in America, and which are now subsisting according to the 
said letters patent, which said surrender and grant his said most excellent Majesty hath accepted, and by these 
presents, for himself, his heirs and successors, doth accept. In witness whereof, to one part of this indenture re- 
maining with the trustees for establishing the colony of Georgia, in America, his said most excellent Majesty has 
omead ds Great Seal to be affixed, and to the other part thereof, remaining with his said Majesty, the said trustees, 
with the privity and by direction of the Common Council of the said Corporation, have caused their Common Seai 
to be affixed, the day and year above mentioned. Witness, &c. 


OrFicE ror Trape, WuHITEHALL, 14th September, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the before written paper is a va | of the surrender of the Trustees of Georgia of their 
cights under the Georgia charter, copied from the Georgia Bundle, A. No. 3. 
g 
GEO: CHALMERS. 


C. No. V. 
Aveust 6th, 1754. 


George the Second, by the grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, 
&c. to our trusty and well beloved John Reynolds, Esq. greeting: We, reposing especial trust and confidence in the 
prudence, courage, and loyalty of you, the said John Reynolds, of our especial grace, certain knowledge, and mere 
motion, have thought fit to constitute and appoint, and by these presents do constitute and appoint you, the said John 
Reynolds, to be our Captain General and Governor-in-chief, in and over our colony of Georgia, in America, lyin 
from the most northern stream of a river there commonly called Savannah, all along the sea-coast to the southwar 
unto the most southern stream of a certain other _ water or river ¢alled the Altamaha, and westward from the 

-heads of the said rivers, respectively, in straight lines to the South Seas, and of all that space, circuit, and precinct 
of lands lying within the said boundaries, with the islands in the sea lying opposite to the eastern coastyof the said 
lands, within twenty leagues of the same. 


Orrice ror TrapE, WuHiTEHALL, September 14th, 1795, 
I hereby certify that the before written paper is an extract from the commission to Governor Reynolds, copied 


he Georgia Entry, A. page 68. 
from the Georgia Entry, A. page GEORGE CHALMERS. 
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F. No. 1. 


Extract of a letter from the Board of Trade to Governor Ellis. 
Apri 2ist, 1758. 


The settlement of Gray and his adherents, to the southward of the Altamaha, and their forming themselves into 
a civil community without the license, and in defiance of the authority of the Crown, appears to us to be a matter of 
a very extraordinary: nature, and of a very dangerous tendency and operation; not only as it is subversive of all legal 
order and government, but as it lays the foundation of a dispute with the Crown of Spain upon questions of territo- 
rial claims, which, at all times, but especially in the present situation of this country, it was to be wished could be 
avoided. ‘The preventing this man, by proper arguments and. persuasions, from putting himself under the protec- 
tion of the Spanish Government was certainly a very proper and prudent measure, but we cannot approve your hav- 
ing given him a license to. settle at the river St. Mary’s and trade with the Indians there, not only as that place 
(being greatly to the southward of the Altamaha) is not within your jurisdiction, but as it may be considered by 
the,Spanish Governor of St. Augustine as an open declaration of the right of the Crown of Great Britain to those 
lands, and also as it seems to us to be a measure which counteracts every other prudent step you appear to have 
taken to remove the jealousies and suspicions he had entertained of your having secretly encouraged and supported 
the hostilities which the Creek Indians had committed in the settlements under his protection: for whatever other 
motives the Indians may have had for attacking the Spaniards, there is great ground to suspect that Gray may have 
had his views in instigating them to it. , : : ; 
he papers relative to this extraordinary proceeding of Mr. Gray and his adherents, which we have received 
from yourself and Governor Lyttleton, have been laid before His Majesty, and though we cannot yet inform you 
what steps His Majesty may direct to be taken upon it, yet we thought it proper that you should not remain igno- 
rant of our sentiments with respect to your having given a license to Gray to settle at the river St. —T. which 
appeared to us inconsistent with the great prudence and discretion with which you seem to have acted in every 
other circumstance of this transaction. 


Orrice For TRapE, WHITEHALL, 24th September, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the before written paper is an extract of a letter from the Board of Trade to Governor Ellis, 
copied from the Georgia Entry, B. page 33. 
GEO. CHALMERS. 


F. No. 2. 


A leiter to the right honorable William Pitt, one of His Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State. 


Wauirrenatt, March 1st, 1758. 
Sir: 

We have lately received several letters and papers from William Henry Lyttleton, Esq. His Majesty’s Go- 
vernor of South Carolina, and from Henry Ellis, Esq. Lieutenant Governor of Georgia, giving an account of a set- 
tlement which certain of His Majesty’s subjects, without any license or authority from His Majesty, or any actin 
under his authority, have made to the southward of the river Altamaha, which is the reputed southern boundary o 
the province of Georgia, and acquainting us with the conduct of the Spanish Governor at St. Augustine upon this 
occasion, and with their own proceedings with respect to the said settlers. 

This extraordinary transaction appears to us to be of the greatest importance, not only as it is an open defiance 
of His Majesty’s lawful authority, and may, by means of the influence which these people are represented to have 
with the neighboring Indians, be of very dangerous consequence to the colonies of Georgia and South Carolina; but 
also as it may disturb that peace and friendship which at present so happily subsists between His Majesty and the 
King of Spain, no limits having, as we apprehend, ever been finally settled between the two Crowns in this part of 
America. We therefore think it our duty to transmit to you the enclosed extracts and copies of the said letters and 
papers, which contain ali the information we have received upon this subject, and to desire that you will be pleased 
to lay them before His Majesty for His Majesty’s directions thereupon. 

We are, sir, your most obedient and most humble servants, 
DUNK. HALIFAX, 
JAMES OSWALD, 
T. PELHAM, 
W. G. HAMILTON, 
WM. SLOPER. 


OrricE ror TrapE, WHITEHALL, 25th September, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the before written paper is a copy of a letter from the Board of Trade to Mr. Secretary Pitt, 
copied from the South Carolina Entry, A. page 335. 
GEO. CHALMERS. 


F. No. 3. 
Extract of a letter to William Henry Lyttleton, Esq. Governor of South Carolina, dated 


AprIL 21s8/, 1758. 


The settlement of Gray and his adherents to the southward of the Altamaha, and their forming themselves into 
a civil community, under the regulations of government, without the license, and in-defiance of the authority of the 
Crown, appears to us to be a matter of a very extraordinary nature, and of a very dangerous tendency and operation, 
not only as it is subversive of all legal order and government, but as it may lay the foundation of a dispute with the 
Crown of Spain upon points of territorial, claim, which at all times, but especially in the present situation of this 
country, it was to be wished could be avoided; as the matter appeared to us in this light, we thought it our-duty to 
Jay all the papers which we have received from you, as well as those received from Mr. Ellis, upon this.subject, 
before His Majesty for his directions thereupon, and we have, in consequence thereof, received His ‘Majesty’s com- 
mands to report our opinion what orders it may be most advisable to give .for effectually preventing the bad conse- 
quences to be apprehended from so irregular a proceeding. 


Orricr ror TraDE, WHITEHALL, 24th September, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the above written paper is an extract of a letter from the Board of Trade to Governor Lyt- 
tleton, copied from the South Carolina Entry, D. page 242. 
GEO. CHALMERS. 


F. No. 4. 


—— Savannan, 1n Georsia, the 17th of October, i761. 


‘ .On the Ist instant, I had the honor to receive _ lordships’ commands, of the 28th of April, requiring me, 
rom time to time, to give your lordships frequent and very full information of the state and condition of this pro- 
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vince, as well with respect to the administration of government and justice, as to the trade and commerce thereof: 
also, regularly and punctually to transmit the several papers required by His Majesty’s instructions; all which | 
shall most carefully and diligently observe. I found the journals a little backward when I came here, but have 
iven strict orders. that they be immediately brought up, and shall take care that they are kept up for the future. } 
sh already sent two copies of the bills passed on the 9th of June last. Also, the minutes of the Council, as an 
upper House, and of the Assembly, to that time. Danes 
Your lordships were likewise pleased to send mea set of queries for my speedy answer thereto, which I have 
now under consideration, and shall transmit my answer as speedily as the nature of the inquiry will admit of. 
I think it my duty to acquaint your lordships that it has very lately come to my knowledge that a set of people who 
some years ago settled themselves to the southward of the river Altamaha, at a place by them called New Han- 
over, and who were, in 1759, by His Majesty’s command, and in his name, ordered to remove from thence, did only 
make a show or appearance of so doing, and immediately returned back to their settlements, where they have con- , 
tinued ever since, and yet are. By the best information [ can get, these people, in the whole, amount to between 
seventy and eighty men, and are a mixture of runagates from the two Carolinas, Virginia, &c. &c. They are noi 
settled together, but scattered about the country, and on lands at present not within my jurisdiction or authority. 
But { must beg leave to observe that, notwithstanding this nominal boundary by the King’s charter to the trustees 
of the southernmost stream of the Altamaha, yet General Oglethorpe extended his settlements southward without 
any regard to that boundary, and many plantations were settled far beyond the Altamaha, and marks of possession 
held and the lands claimed quite to St. Juan’s river. And there has been, and to this day 1s, by His late Majesty’s 
order, a sergeant’s guard kept at Fort William, near the south end of Cumberland island, by a detachment from His 
Majesty’s independent companies in South Carolina, not under my direction or authority, but of the Governor of 
South Carolina. : £5 ‘ 
The inlet from the sea at the south end of this island is called Amelia, and is at the mouth of the river St. Mary’s, 
I believe fifty miles further south than where the New Hanover people are settled. I have acquainted Mr. Secre- 
tary Pitt with this matter, and also wrote to the Governor of Carolina on the subject, as [ think it my duty to do to 
your lordships, and have the honor to be, with the highest esteem, 


My lords, your lordships’ most obliged and obedient servant, 
JA. WRIGHT. 


Orrics ror TRapE, WutrenaLL, 25th September, 1795. 
I hereby certify that the before written paper is a copy.of a letter from Governor Wright to the Board of Trade, 
copied from the Georgia Bundle, KE. No. 40. 
GEO. CHALMERS. 


G. No. 1. 


To Thomas Boone, Esq. His Majesty’s Captain General and Governor-in-chief in and over the province of Souti: 
Carolina, and to all others to whom these presents shall come or may concern: 

The protestation and caveat of James Wright, Esq. His Majesty’s Captain General and Governor-in-chief in 
and over the province of Georgia, against any warrants being issued or attempts made to survey any lands to the 
southward of the river Altamaha, by pretence or color of any right or authority from or under the said Thomas 
Boone, as Governor of South Carolina, or from or under the said Thomas Boone and His Majesty’s council in tha: 
province, ‘and against any grant or grants being passed or signed by the said Thomas Boone, for any of the lands 
aforesaid, to any person or persons whatsoever, until His Majesty’s royal will and pleasure shall be known concern- 
ing the same. ; Aas 

Whereas his late most gracious Majesty by letter from one of his principal Secretaries of State, dated the 10th 
day of June, 1758, was pleased to signify his commands to the Governor of the province of Georgia that he should 
immediately give orders, in His Majesty’s name, to the inhabitants of a certain settlement to the southward of the 
river Altamaha, made without His Majesty’s license or authority, and called by themselves New Hanover, to 
remove immediately from thence, and that the Governor should take all due care that no settlements whatever be 
made without leave of His Majesty or by his authority. In the execution of which orders the Governor of Georgia 
was directed to act in concert with the Governor of Carolina, who had received His Majesty’s commands to the 
same purpose. Sl 

And although the reasons which possibly induced His Majesty not to suffer his subjects to settle the aforesaid 
lands may now be thought not to subsist, because His Catholic Majesty, by the 19th preliminary article of peace. 
cedes to our most gracious Sovereign all that Spain possesses on the continent of North America, to the east or to 
the southeast of the river Mississippi; yet, as the ratification of the definitive treaty of peace between Great Britain 
and Spain, if it has taken effect, is not notified, it would be premature in any of His Majesty’s Governors to proceed 
as though it actually was notified. : 

And, from the state and light in which these lands have been, for some years past, considered by His Majesty, to 
attempt to intermeddle therein, until His Majesty’s royal will and pleasure be known, and his commands signified 
thereon, it is conceived, would be highly improper and contrary to His Majesfy’s intention. 

Therefore, for preservation of the rights and claims of the province of Georgia, in and to the premises aforemen- 
tioned, against any extraordinary or injurious attempts of the said Governor and council of South Carolina, for the 
reasons herein before given, and many others transmitted to Great Britain to be laid before His Majesty, I, the said 
James Wright, as Governor of the province of Georgia aforesaid, do protest against all or any attempts whatsoever 
to survey any lands to the southward of the aforesaid river Altamaha, by pretence or color of any authority from or 
under the Governor or the Governor and Council of South Carolina; and do by these presents enter a caveat against 
any grant or grants being passed or signed by the Governor of South Carolina, for any of the lands aforesaid, to any 
person or persons whatsoever, until His Majesty’s royal will and pleasure shall be known concerning the same; and 
in the most full and solemn manner protest and declare against all proceedings whatsoever that have already or may 
hereafter be had or done by the said Governor and Council in or about the disposal of the lands aforesaid, as express- 
ly contrary to His Majesty’s royal intention, and null and void. 

And, that no person or persons may plead ignorance of this protestation and caveat, I so request and demand that 
it may be entered in the book of caveats against grants, usually kept in the Secretary’s office in the proviice of 


South Carolina. | 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal at Savannah, in Georgia, the thirtieth day of March, 
0 


in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and sixty-three. 
JAMES WRIGHT. 


By His Excellency’s command. 
JOHN TALLEY, Deputy Secretary. 


Orrice FoR TrapE, WHITEHALL, September 14, 1795. 
I hereby certify that the before written paper is a copy of Governor Wright’s caveat and protest copied from the 
GEORGE CHALMERS. 
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G..No. 2. 
Letter to Thomas Boone, Esquire, Governor of South Carolina. 
WuirtenaL., May 30, 1763. 


IR: 

S A report having prevailed that you had, with the concurrence of the members of His Majesty’s councils in 
South Carolina, issued orders or warrants for surveying large tracts of land in that part of His Majesty’s dominions 
in America which lies to the south of the river Altamaha, in order to pass grants of such lands, as being within your 
jurisdiction; and the truth of this report having been confirmed by the copy of a protest or caveat of the Governor 
of Georgia against making such surveys and grants, which has been communicated to us by the agent of that pro- 
vince, it is our indispensable duty to avail ourselves of the opportunity by a vessel now ready to depart for Charles- 
ton, of expressing to you our surprise and concern that you should have engaged in a measure of this nature so in- 
onsistent with and prejudicial to His Majesty’s interests and authority. at ; ; 

The making grants of any part of this country is certainly contrary to the spirit and intention of His late Ma- 
jesty’s orders for the removal of Gray and his adherents from the settlement of New Hanover, and must not only 
embarrass the execution of what general arrangements may be necessary in consequence of the cession of Florida, 
but will also interfere with those measures it may be reasonably supposed His Majesty, will now pursue to extend the 
Government of Georgia, and thereby to remove those obstacles and difficulties which that well-regulated colony has 
so frequently and justly stated to arise out of the narrow limits to which it is confined. ay 

We hope, however, that this letter will reach you time enough to prevent any grants passing in consequence of 
the surveys; and as to any equitable claims which those persons, in whose favor the surveys have been made, may 
have, in consequence of the expenses they have been at, such claims must remain for His Majesty’s determination, 
upon a consideration of each particular case; but if it shall appear, as it has been suggested, that this measure has 
been calculated with a view to the particular benefit of those who advised and acted in it, such persons may be as- 
sured that any claims on their part will not cnly be discountenanced, but that, as officers of the crown, their conduct 
will meet that censure and disapprobation it so _ merits. 

We are, sir, your most obedient humble servants, 
SHELBURNE, 
EDWARD ELIOT, 
JOHN YORKE 
GEORGE RICE. 


Orrice ror TRADE, WHITEHALL, September 25, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the before written paper is a copy of a letter from the Board of Trade to Thomas Boone, 
Esquire, Governor of South Carolina, copied from the South Carolina Entry, E. 
GEORGE CHALMERS. 


G. No. 3. 
Cuareston, S.C. August 17, 1763. 
My Lorps: : 

I am excessively concerned to find by your lordship’s letter of the 30th of May, which I had ‘the honor 
to receive yesterday, that any part of my conduct should be deemed by your lordships inconsistent with, and preju- 
dicial to His Majesty’s interest and authority; it is the more afflicting to me, as it has been my invariable study to 
promote the one, and to assert the other. I receive, with the utmost deference, your lordships’ reproof, and, though 
{ shall not presume to enter into a justification of what your lordships are pleased to condemn, yet you will, I dare 
say, forgive me for stating the reasons which led me to offend so undesignedly, by granting warrants for land to the 
south of the Altamaha river. 

By the second charter granted to the lords proprietors by Charles II. the limits of this province were extended 
southward as far as the Jatitude of 29°, no sort of alteration, that [ know of, was ever made by the crown: for the 
grant of Georgia to a corporation was nothing more than a favor conferred upon a number, which His Majesty might 
have gratified an individual with; the boundaries of this corporation were fixed and ascertained, and neither at this 
time, nor when the King thought proper to take it under his immediate protection, did His Majesty, that ever I heard 
of, restrain the province of Carolina from exercising jurisdiction beyond the Georgia southern boundary. Some pro- 
vinces in America are surrounded in a manner by others, and some of the greatest powers of the crown in one pro- 
vince are, by the King’s commission, entrusted to Governors of others; besides this, my lords, the King has, and 
has had for many years, a post to the southward of the Altamaha river, garrisoned by detachments from this pro- 
vince. I am sensible, however, my lords, that, admitting the power to be in me to do what I am very sorry to have 
done, that I had acted wilfully and knowingly against the spirit and intention of His late Majesty’s order, I should 
have been, notwithstanding, highly blameable; but the Secretary of State’s letter, for the removal of Gray and his 
adherents, I never saw—the journals of the Council were searched by my orders, and the clerk applied fruitless} 
for a copy to Georgia, upon a‘ supposition the one sent to that Government might be similar. Your lordships, 
dare say, will not impute it to me as acrime, that I treated with disregard an insolent letter from a Governor, and a 
caveat in behalf of a province, which, from its vicinity to the lands in question, in prospect, perhaps, might be inter- 
ested, but, upon this occasion, had no more right to interfere than the most distant colony, though it had the pre- 
sumption, in this very caveat, to recite its rights and claims to lands which it is still to receive from His Majesty’s 
mere grace and favor. But, my lords, if i had thought myself obliged to pay regard to the Georgia caveat, 1 could 
have collected from thénce nothing, but that certain persons who had settled at New Hanover without His Majesty’s 
license or authority, were, by the late King’s orders, to be removed, and that no settlements were to be made with- 
out leave of His Majesty, or by his authority. It was, my lords, upon a presumption that this authority was vested 
in me, that I exerted it. It could not be exercised by the Georgia Governor, for he had not a shadow of right; and 
the settling without any authority at all was the reason, as I apprehended, of the New Hanover people being dispos- 
sessed. If those lands were not granted before, it was owing to the resolution taken here not to give umbrage to 
the Spaniards; but when war was declared that reason no longer subsisted, and warrants would then have been 
issued, could the surveys have been performed with security. ‘The preliminaries gave this security: for I senta 
copy to the Governor of St. Augustine, as well on this account, as to stop the depredations of their privateers. 
was not so ignorant as to suppose these lands to be a part of the cessions intended by the preliminaries, though the 
author of the Georgia caveat seems to be of that opinion; but the pust above mentioned, to the southward of the Al- 
tamaha, would determine, if nothing else would, to which crown the territory belonged. Before I took this step, 
my lords, I got all the information I could; I mentioned it more than once in Council; I desired their recollection of 
His Majesty’s orders regarding Gray; and all the light it was possible for me to get, intended to place this intention 
of mine in an advantageous light to the crown, and a beneficial one to the province. ‘The Council was unanimous in 
advising me to issue the warrants, nor have I the least reason to believe that on this, or any other occasion, they were 
biassed in their counsel by any thing but a persuasion of the utility and propriety of the measures proposed or adopted. 
His Majesty’s instructions were rigidly complied with, and every person’s right made to appear before the grant 
passed. Long before your lordships’ letter came to my hands, I had stopped issuing any more warrants, and I hear- 
tily hope that what has been done will not obstruct any arrangement whatever. If the grants — by me should 
be declared void by His Majesty, any projected alterations may have their full force. Should they be confirmed, 
by the tenor of the grants the lands must be settled immediately, and as immediately will accrue an accession of 
» revenue to the crown, of strength to whatever province His Majesty thinks proper to allot them, and of income in 

point of on | taxes; it can be no disadvantage to any country to have foreign settlers when the present ones are not 
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cramped for room, as is the case of Georgia, in proportion to its numbers. But besides, my lords, by an observation 
taken, in consequence of my orders, of the mouth of St. Juan’s river, there are thirty-eight miles of latitude, and an 
immense tract of country westward, of which | have not granted a foot, within the limits of our charter. I hope, my 
lords, after what I have said, that your lordships will rather look upon it as my misfortune than my fault that T 
have incurred your displeasure. It has been my ambition to deserve the marks of favor which the King has conferred 
upon me, and it is beyond measure painful to me to know from your lordships that I have not. But though I do, 
and shall, most respectfully submit to your lordships’ censure of my conduct, yet I rely on your lordships’ candor, 
that no suggestions will have weight against me without proof. If there is any man ignorant enough of my charac- 
ter, and yet wicked enough to impute an action of mine to a consideration of my interest, I hope, my lords, unless 
he proves his insinuations, that he will meet from your lordships that discountenance and abhorrence which I should 
richly deserve were they true. According to the pretensions which His Majesty is pleased to allow, I have a family 
right to eight or ten thousand acres of land; but neither in my own name, nor in that of any other person, have [ 
ever got anacre. Grants to myself would have, of course, been void (though Iam told the doctrine is not admitted) 
in Georgia, and I am too scrupulous in examining other people’s claims not te have every indirect practice of mine 
own laid open. [ have been Governor of this province above two years, with as many, or more, opportunities of 
benefiting myself than any of my predecessors ever had, had I chose to be as remiss in my duty as I have been 
strenuous in the practice of it; yet I never received twenty pounds, except from the King, and the lawful and 
established fees of office; these I have’often remitted, and have discharged those of other officers, where poor settlers 
applying for lands have been unable to prosecute their grants. These circumstances to my_own advantage could 
only have been extorted from me in vindication of myself, against any malevolence in which I suppose myself com- 
prehended; but I beg your lordships to be persuaded that I would net, upon any account, have granted these lands, 
could [have supposed that, in the smallest degree, the granting them was blameable, or that [ can be wilfully regard - 
less of my duty to His Majesty or deference to your lordships. 
4 have the honor to be, my lords, your lordships’ most obedient and most humble servant, 
THOMAS BOONE. 


The Right Honorable the Lorps or Trang, &c. 
OFFICE FOR TRADE, WHITEHALL, 25th September, 1795. 


I hereby certify, that the before written paper is a copy of a letter from Thomas Boone, Esq. Governor of 
South Carolina, to the Lords of the Committee of Council for Trade, copied from the South Carolina Bundle, M. 


No. 76. 
GEO. CHALMERS. 
G. No. 4. 
At a meeting of His Majesty’s Commissioners for Trade and Plantations, 18th December, 1764. 
Present: Earl of Hillsborough, Mr. Bacon, 
Mr. Jenyns, Mr. Dyson. 


Mr. Gascoyne, 


The Secretary laid before the Board an account of lands granted to the southward of the Altamaha river by 
Governor Boone, and doqueted in the Auditor General’s office. 
Their lordships agreed to take the state of these grants into further consideration on Thursday next, and the 
Secretary was ordered to write to Governor Boone to desire his attendance. 


DEcEMBER 20fh, 1764. 


Their lordships took into further consideration the state of the grants of land made by the Governor of South 
Carolina in the territory to the south of the river Altamaha, and Governor Boone attending, was desired to inform 
the Board of the foundation of those grants, and how the same are reconcilable to his instructions; whereupon, he 
referred toa letter from himself to the Board, dated 17th August, 1763, containing a full state of this matter, which 
letter was read; and Mr. Boone, having been asked some further questions in respect to the survey ef the lands, 


withdrew. 
Orrice ror TraDE, WuiTEHALL, 25th September, 1795. 


I hereby certify, that the above written paper is a copy of the proceedings of the Board of Trade, copied from 
their Journal, 1764, page 509. 
GEO. CHALMERS. 


G. No. 5.. 


Savannan, in Georgia, 20th April. 1763. 
My Lorps: 

_A matter which I conceive to be a very extraordinary procedure of the Governor of South Carolina, is the 
occasion of my troubling your !ordships at this time. I was informed that Mr. Boone had come to a resolution te 
give grants for all the lands to the southward of the river Altamaha, towards St. Augustine, without limits: and 
although, my lords, I received this account in such a manner as to admit of little or no doubt of the truth of it, yet, as 
Mr. Boone had not thought proper to take any the least notice of it to me, and considering His Majesty’s commands 
signified to the Governors of Georgia and Carolina on the 10th of June, 1758, relative to these very lands, and for 
a number of other obvious reasons, [ could not think it possible for Mr. Boone to take such a step, and therefore 
desired Mr. Gray Elliott, one of His Majesty’s council for this province, to go to Charleston to Mr. Boone on the 
occasion, and in case it should prove true, I furnished him with a protest and caveat to enter against their proceed - 
ings, a copy whereof your Jordships have here enclosed; and on Mr. Elliott’s return, it appeared that such a resolu- 
tion was come to, and that on Tuesday, the 5th instant, warrants were actually issued for upwards of three hun- 
dred and forty-three thousand acres of land to several persons, inhabitants of South Carolina, in the whole not ex- 
ceeding the number of two hundred persons. The reception my protest and caveat met with from Governor Boone 
will appear to your lordships from Mr. Elliott’s attestation underneath it, and he could not get copies of the seve- 
ral orders for warrants, by which the particular quantities of land and persons’ names would appear: but if the of- 
ficers from whom these are to be had are not forbid to give them, (as the secretary was to receive the protest) I shal! 
very speedily transmit an exact account to your lordships. But Mr. Elliott came to the a of part, viz: 
that thirty-five thousand acres of land were ordered to four persons; sixteen thousand acres to one Howarth, on ac- 
count of the estate of James Michie, deceased, eight thousand to Mr. Thomas Smith, sen. seven thousand five hun- 
dred acres to Stephen Bull, and three thousand five hundred acres to Mr. James Parsons, and that several other 
very large tracts had been ordered for other persons. 

Your lordships will very well remember the frequent application from this province for an extension of our south 
boundary, a thing, my lords, absolutely necessary for making this colony opulent and considerable; and your Jordships 
also well remember the reasons that I conceive prevented its being done, and which now, by the happy peace. do not 
subsist. And, my lords, when I was in daily expectation of receiving such orders from His Majesty as would ef- 
fectually make the province considerable, and put it in a condition of being useful to the mother country, to receive 
almost its death wound or destruction by (what with great submission I conceive to be) an extraordinary stretch 
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of power by the Governor of Carolina, has occasioned a general discontent and dejection amongst the people. The 
pretence, my lords, for this measure is the charter to the proprietors of Carulina, which extends to the latitude of 
99° inclusive, and which, my lords, takes in St. Augustine, Pensacola, and Mobile, and therefore Mr. Boone may just 
as well pretend a right to grant those places, as any spot of land to the southward of the river Altamaha; indeed the 
persons who have warrants may actually run out St. Augustine; for Mr. Elliott, who saw and read some of the war- 
rants, says they are in general words without limitation or restriction, but to take up and survey lands fo the south- 
ward of the river Altamaha; and it is humbly conceived that this charter, being purchased by the crown from the 
lords proprietors, could no longer continue to operate with respect to His Majesty, and who alone, from the time of 
that purchase, had and still has the right of declaring what shall or shall not be his province of Carolina, without 
any regard to the limits mentioned in the charter to the proprietors. 

I say, my lords, this procedure has struck a general damp and dispirited the whole province. I have called this, 
my lords, the death or destruction of the province; for an extension of limits to the southward, if the lands were 
properly parcelled out and granted to people who would really cultivate and improve them, would draw some thou- 
sand inhabitants here; whereas, by this step taken in Carolina, great part of the lands, my lords, are ordered in very 
large tracts to some wealthy settlers in Carolina, who probably will never see it themselves, and some of whom, it is said, 
have already more lands in that province than they can cultivate orimprove. This, my lords, is pretty well known on 
this side of the water;and who, having a great number of slaves, claim what they call their family right, that is, fifty 
acres of land for each slave, although it is highly probable that their ancestors have already had land for those very 
slaves, and it is well understood here that many of those persons, especially those who have the largest tracts, have no 
intention to remove there or settle them; but probably some years hence, when it begins to be valuable, will sell it, and 
in the mean time those vast tracts of land are to lie waste and unimproved, as very great bodies yet do in Carolina; and 
if they should do any thing at all with these lands, it is expected it will only be by sending an overseer and a few ne- 
groes just to make a trifling settlement, seemingly to comply with the terms of the grant, or by way of taking possession. 
What I mention here, my lords, is not barely imaginary, but proceeds from a number of instances of the like kind in 
Carolina, and facts which are well known to every body in these parts, and what, my lords, it is pretty certain will be 
the consequence of these proceedings in Carolina if they are suffered to take effect. I speak with respect to the large 
tracts; for possibly some of those who have small tracts may remove and settle them. Your eres will be pleased to 
observe, that no less than thirty-five thousand acres are ordered to four persons, so that your lordships see that if this 
procedure is not set aside by His Majesty, it will be the ruin of this province: for, my lords, yan eo thousand acres 
of land, at four hundred acres to each family, would accommodate eighty-seven good substantial settlers, who would 
each of them bring a family of white people into the province, besides, perhaps, each as many, if not more negroes 
than the person in Carolina who holds eight thousand acres; and, as many of the grants to new settlers would not 
exceed two hundred and two hundred and fifty acres, your lordships see it might very probably accommodate one 
hundred and twenty or onehundred and thirty good settlers, instead of being held uncultivated and waste by four Ca- 
rolina planters; and, my lords, this ‘quantity of land was all ordered in one day, the first day on about two hundred 
petitions; and I am informed that the Surveyor General of Carolina, who is one of the Council, has said that it is ex- 
pected double that number will apply the next land day, or in a short time. And, my lords, give me leave to mention 
another reason: your lordships “i remember an intention, some time ago, to remove the seat of Government from Sa- 
vannah, further south; and although there might not be occasion for that, whilst the province remained confined to the 
river Altamaha, yet, with submission, my lords, it may be a very proper measure, when His Majesty shall be pleased 
to extend the province; and the best navigation, and most convenient place, in every respect, ior trade and the seat of 
Government, is just where these great tracts of Jand are surveying for the people of Carolina. How, then, my 
lords, is this land to be come at, and what town can ever be settled with advantage in this part of the world, or 
supported, when three hundred and forty-three thousand acres of land, all around, is held by so few persons, and it 
is highly probable, waste and unimproved, and thirty-five thousand acres of it by only four persons? and this, as [ 
have observed, is only the quantity already ordered, and as much more wil! be very speedily: possibly, by the time 
this reaches your lordships, a a of acres may be granted to persons now settled in Carolina, and the greatest 
part of which, it is expected, will continue to live there. Your lordships will be pleased to consider, how greatly this 
will affect His Majesty’s service in the settlement of this frontier province; and how much it must be weakened and 
impeded by these vast tracts being held by sucha handful of people, who live in another province. And this further 
ill effect it will have: for nobody will think of coming this way when they hear that the Carolinians have engrossed 
all the lands. And how contrary, my lords, does this step seem to be to His Majesty’s rdyal intention. And your 
lordships will be pleased te observe, that t’:ose who have these very great tracts, or any of the persons who are to 
have these lands, have not one negro, or one shilling property on this side of Savannah river. I have had ac- 
counts, my lords, of many hundred families, I may say some thousand people, who were ready to come into this 
province, (chiefly from North Carolina.) as soon as it was extended, and I should be authorized to grant these 
very lands, all mx es will be prevented if these proceedings are suffered to take effect. I must beg leave, my lords, 
to mention another objection against these grants, which seems an equitable one, on the side of this province; Mr. 
Elliott informs me, that one Mr. Young, who has some negroes in Carolina, and also some in Georgia, petitioned for 
a tract of land for all his negroes; and on his saying that part of these negreos were in Georgia, he was refused 
lands for them, and told he should only have lands for such negroes as he had in Carolina,.so that your lordships 
see the inhabitants of this province are totally excluded. This, my lords, seems to us here to be very unequi- 
table, that the people of this province, who have borne the brunt and fatigue of settling a new colony, and who have 
encountered and struggled with innumerable difficulties and hardships, besides dangers from the savages, and dur- 
ing the war from the neighboring French and Spaniards, and who, by great industry and labor, have acquired a few 
negroes, and are in a capacity of settling out their children, or making other settlements for themselves; I say, my 
lords, it seems to them hard and unequitable, that they are not to have an inch of these lands, but that the 
whole, or most of the best, is to be swallowed up by strangers, who never contributed {one farthing or one hour’s 
fatigue or hardship towards the support of the province. And for these reasons, and many more that must occur, 
your lordships will see why I call it the death wound or destruction of Georgia. I have never yet, my lords, 
granted any lands but to people who actually undertook to settle and improve them forthwith, and only in mode- 
rate quantities; for, my lords, it is the number of inhabitants we want here: and aithough these lands may be an- 
nexed to Georgia, yet, if they are engrossed and held by the Carolinians, in the manner I have mentioned, it will 
nevertheless ruin the province; for, my lords, as I have already said, although some of those who have small tracts 
may prebably remove there, and settle them, yet those who have large tracts, it is pretty certain have no such inten- 
tion, and never will; and your lordships will observe, that no less than three hundred and forty-three thousand 
acres are ordered to less than two hundred persons, and which quantity alone would accommodate a thousand very 
good families and settlers, and such as are the sinews, wealth, and strength of an infant colony. 

It might be peta in me to trouble your lordships any furthe* on this subject, the consequence of which 
your lordships will see with so much more perspicuity and extension than I can. On the one hand, my lords, with 
great deference, it seems to be a considerable step towards the ruin of a very flourishing province. On the other, 
the advantage rather of a private nature; and this done (it is humb/y conceived) contrary to His Majesty’s royal in- 
tention, and at a time when, even in Charleston, it is the genera!-opinion, and they daily expect to hear, that those 
lands are annexed to this province. All which is submitted to your lordships’ consideration. 

As His Majesty’s commands relative to the settlers on these lands was signified in June, 1758, by the Secretary 
of State, therefore [ have now wrote to the Secretary of State to the same p»rpose as [ have done to your lordships, 
in which I hope I have not acted improperly, as my instrucéions are to correspord with the Secretary of State on all 
matters that come from that office, and as I conceive their proceedings in Carolina are in some measure contrary to 


those orders. . 
On the 7th instant I assented to twelve bills and an ordinance, which I have ordered to be copied, and as soon 


~ as they are ready shall transmit them to your — with my observations on them. 


have the pleasure to acquaint your lordships that there is a very good prospect of a fine crop of silk this 


season. 
And have the honor to be, with the utmost respect, my lords, &c. 
JA. WRIGHT 
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OrricE ror TRADE, WHITEHALL, September 25th, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the before written paper is a copy of a letter from Governor Wright to the Board of ‘Trade, 
copied from the Georgia Bundle, E. No. 66. 
we GEO. CHALMERS. 


G. No. 6. 
Savannau, in Georgia, May 6th, 1763. 
My Loxps: 

On the 20th of April I did myself the honor of writing to your lordships on the subject of Governor Boone’s 
granting warrants to survey the lands to the southward of the river Altamaha, in which letter, my lords, I men- 
tioned, on the information of Mr. Gray Elliott, several large quantities of lands that had been ordered to some par- 
ticular persons, amongst others that sixteen thousand acres had been ordered to one Howarth, on account of the 
estate of James Michie, deceased. but that { should transmit to your lordships a articular account if I could pro- 
cure it from the offices; and by a letter I have just received from Charleston, I find that the person I directed to 
apply has not yet been able to get an authentic account of the lands ordered, and to what persons. Iam informed 
that twenty-seven thousand two hundred and‘ fifty acres were ordered to eleven persons, viz. to one Donnam, on 
account of Colonel Bee’s estate, five thousand acres; to Lord William Campbell two thousand; to Charles Ogilvie, 
now in England, two thousand; to Henry Middleton three thousand; to one Stephens three thousand; to Henry 
Laurence three thousand; to William Hopton two thousand; to William Guering two thousand; and to David John 
Deas and one Vanderhout together, five thousand two hundred and fifty acres. But, my lords, until I can get pegper 
certificates from the officers, it will be impossible for me to come at the exact truth and knowledge in this case. ‘The 
same information that I received of those tracts being ordered, mentions that Mr. Gray Elliott was mistaken in the 
accounts he gave me, that sixteen thousand acres were ordered to Mr. Howarth, who, it is said, had only one thou- 
sand six hundred acres; but all the other parcels mentioned, I believe will appear to be right, at least, they are so, 
from the best information I am as yet able to come at. What I wrote your lordships rélative to the lands ordered 
to Mr. Howarth, was on Mr. Elliott’s information, whom I sent to Charleston on the occasion, and who still says that 
it was asserted to be so when he was there; but as I have heard from other hands that he is mistaken, and that 
Howarth has only one thousand six hundred acres, and as my duty and sole intention is only to state facts accord- 
ing to the best information 1 can get—and it would give me the greatest uneasiness to misrepresent any one circum- 
stance—therefore take this first opportunity to rectify that matter, which does not now appear to be as Mr. Elliott 
was informed, and represented it to me. 

On Tuesday last a great many more warrants were ordered to other persons for lands to the southward of the 
river Altamaha, to the amount of about one hundred and sixty thousand acres, as appears by their gazette; but it is 
notin my power to give you lordships ny further particulars. I shall only add that those large grants will soon reach 
St. Augustine. Some, it is said, have already gone far up St. Juan’s lake or river: and the Creek Indians are 
greatly alarmed at seeing a number of armed men surveying those lands and marking trees. They have sent run- 
ners all over the nation to assemble them together, and what the consequence may be I cannot yet say, but am apprehen- 
sive it may involve us in difficulties; for, my lords, there is a great difference between extending our settlements 
gradually and easily, and an appearance as though the whole country was to be swallowed up at once, and that b 
armed people, and this the Indians say is a confirmation of what the French have told them, that we should take all 
their lands from them, and drive them back, and extirpate them in time. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 


JAMES WRIGHT. 
The Right Honorable Lorps or Trae. 


OrFicE ror TrRapeE, WHITEHALL, September, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the before written paper is a copy of a letter from Governor Wright to the Board of Trade, 
copied from the Georgia Bundle. E. No. 69. 
GEO. CHALMERS. 


K. No. 1. 
JuNE 8th, 1763. 


Florida and that part of Louisiana to the eastward of the Mississippi, both which tracts are ceded to your Ma- 
jesty by the late way may be compared to Canada, in respect to extent of territory and the number of Indian 
tribes, with which they have immediate communication; but in other respects they seem entirely different; the 
number of settled inhabitants, either French or Spaniards, we apprehend, has never been considerable, and there is 
little probability, from the facility of their removal, that any of them will remain after the cessions are completed, 
though we are of opinion, as well from this circumstance of their paucity, as with a view to the immediate settlement 
of this country, that every expedient should be used to induce as many to remain as can be prevailed upon. The pro- 
duce of Canada, with its trade, the navigation of the river St. Lawrence, with its communication to the great lakes of 
North America, are, from authentic information in these particulars, tolerably well understood; but we are sorry it 
is not in our power, either from any materials in our office, or from any other to be depended upon, to give your Ma- 
jesty that certain information we could wish, either in regard to the coast, harbors, and rivers of Florida, or as to the 
variety of produce which there is the greatest probability may be raised in that extended country. We shall there- 
fore content ourselves with suggesting at present, that, whenever a Government is established in this country, in- 
structions should be given for surveying, with all possible accuracy, as well the seacoast and places fit for harbors, 
as the internal country and rivers, particularly of that part which lies between the great mountains and the Missis- 
sippi. of which there are not extant any charts or accounts on which we can depend, for which purpose it will be 
necessary that a proper number of able and skilful surveyors be appointed. 


The great tract of seacoast from St. Augustine round Cape Florida, along the Gulf of Mexico, to the mouth of 


the Mississippi, makes it, we apprehend, indispensably necessary that this country should be divided into two dis- 
tinct Governments, and for the present the chief residence of the Governor of the one should beat St. Augustine, with 
orders to ae particular attention to Cape Florida, (as that cape commands the whole navigation from the bay of 
Mexico) the residence of the other at Pensacola, with particular instructions regarding the Mississippi, the free 
navigation of which ought, we apprehend, to be most accurately understood, not only in respect to that river being 
the future boundary between your weg a Oo dominions and those of the French, but as this river, by its communi- 
cation with the Ohio, the Illinois, &c. is of the utmost importance to all connexion with the Indian nations, and the 
only outlet to the great internal trade which may be carried on amongst them. 

If it shall be —— proper to divide Florda into two distinct Governments, they may be distinguished by the 
names of East and West Florida, and may be rounded as follows: 

East Florida to be bounded by the coast of the Atlantic sea from Cape Florida to the north entrance of St. John’s 
river on the east, by a line drawn due west from tke north entrance of St. John’s river to the Chattahoochee, or Flint 
rivers on the north; and on the west and southwesiby that part of the Gulf of Mexico, which extends from Cape 
Florida to the mouth of the Chattahoochee river, and trom thence following the course of the said rivers to where the 
north line falls in. 

West Florida to comprehend all the seacoast of the Gulf of Mexico, extending west from the Chattahoochee river, 
or Flint river towards the Mississippi as far as your Majesty’s territories extend, and stretching up into the land as 
far as the 31° of north latitude, which, we humbly apprehend, is as far north as the settlements can be carried without 
interfering with lands claimed or occupied by the Indians. 

By this plan of division, which is formed with a view to make the two colonies as distinct as possible, by estab- 
lishing a natural line of separation between them, and by giving to each a due proportion of the natural advantages 
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niences of commerce and navigation, a large tract of land lying between the north boundary line of East 
omlbcaper the river Altamaha, the present south boundary of Georgia, which has hitherto been unoccupied as to 
any permanent settlement either by your Majesty’s subjects or those of Spain, remains to be put under some proper 
establishment; and we think it cannot, in any respect, be better disposed of than by putting it under the jurisdiction 
and within the Government of Georgia; by this means the principal obstacles which have hitherto impeded the pro- 
gress of that advantageous and well regulated colony will be removed, and its settlements extended to the great 


d advantage of the mother country. 
eur " Orrice ror TRapE, WHITEHALL, September 25th, 1795. 


[hereby certify that the before written paper is an extract of a representation of the Board of Trade, with regard 
to the peace of 1763, copied from Plantations General, M. page 248. 
GEO. CHALMERS. 


K. No. 2. 
Ocrroser 4th, 1763. 

GEORGE: | 

We, reposing especial trust and confidence in the prudence, courage, and loyalty, of you, the said 
James Grant, of our especial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have thought fit to constitute and appoint 
you, the said James Grant, to be our Captain Genera and Governor-in-chief in and over our province of East Flo- 
rida, in America, bounded to the westward by the Gulf of Mexico and the Appalachicola river; to the northward, by 
a line drawn from that part of the said river where the Chattahoochee, and Flint rivers meet, to the source of St. Mary’s 
river, and by the course of the said river to the Atlantic Ocean; and to the eastward and southward by the Atlantic 
Ocean and je Gulf of Florida, including all islands within six leagues of the seacoast. 


OrricE For TRADE, WHITEHALL, September 25, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the above written paper is an extract of the commission of Governor Grant, in and over the 
province of East Florida, copied from the East Florida Entry, A. page 6. 
GEO. CHALMERS. 


K. No. 3. 
JuLy 29, 1767. 
GEORGE: 


To our trusty and well beloved John Elliot, Esquire, greeting: Whereas we did, by our letters patent, under 
our great seal of Great Britain, bearing date at Westminster the twenty-first day of November, in the fourth year 
of our reign, constitate and appoint George Johnstone, Esq. Captain General and Governor-in-chief in and over 
our province of West Florida, in America, bounded, to the southward, by the Gulf of Mexico, including all islands 
within six leagues of the coast, from the river Appalachicolz io lake Pontchartrain; to the westward, by the said lake, 
the lake Maurepas and the river Mississippi; to the northward, by a line drawn due east from that part of the river 
Mississippi which lies in thirty-one degrees north latitude, to the river Appalachicola or Chattahoochee; and to the 
Pee by the said river. 


OrricE For TRADE, WHITEHALL, 25th September, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the above written paper is an extract of the commission of the Governor in and over the 
Province of West Florida, copied from the West Florida Entry, A. page 229. 
GEORGE CHALMERS. 


K. No. 4. 


To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty. 
May it please your Majesty: 

By your Majesty’s royal proclamation of the 7thof October last, and your Majesty’s commission to your Go- 
vernor ot West Florida, it is declared that the said province shall be bounded to the north by a line drawn due east 
from that part of the river Mississippi which lies in thirty-one degrees north latitude, to the river Appalachicola; but it 
is our duty to represent to your Majesty, that we are informed by your Majesty’s Governor, that it appears from 
observations and surveys made since the said province has been in your Majesty’s possession, that there are not only 
very considerable settlements upon the east bank of the Mississippi, above that line, but also that the town and set- 
tlement of Mobile itself is some miles to the north of it; and, therefore, we humbly beg leave to propose, that an 
instrument may pass under the great seal (in like manner as was directed in the case of the extension of the south 
boundary of Georgia) declaring that the province of West Florida shall be bounded to the north, by a line‘drawn 
from the mouth of the river Yazoo, where it unites with ae due east to the river Appalachicola, by 
which we humbly conceive every material settlement, depending upon West Florida, will be comprehended within 
the limits of that Government. ae ; 

Which is most humbly submitted. 

HILLSBOROUGH, 
SOAME JENYNS, 
ED. ELIOT, 

GEO. RICE. 
ORWELL, 

. BAM. GASCOYNE. 
Wuirteuat., March 23, 1764. 


OFFIcE For TRADE, WHITEHALL, 25th September, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the before written paper is a representation to the King for enlarging the boundaries of West 
Florida, copied from the West Florida Entry, A. page 165. 
; GEORGE CHALMERS. 


I. No. 1. 


To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty. 
May it please your Majesty: 
; ae have had under our consideration an act passed in your Majesty’s colony of Georgia, in March, 1765, 

entitle 

‘An act for the better strengthening and settling this province, by compelling the several persons who claim to 
hold lands within the same, under any grant or grants from His Majesty, witnessed by the Governor of South Ca- 
rolina, to bring or send into this province a number of white persons or negroes, in proportion to the lands they 
claim to hold, agreeably to His Majesty’s royal instructions for granting lands, and to cultivate and improve the 
same; and for the better ascertaining the said several tracts of tenis by regulating the surveys, and marking the lines 
thereof, and recording the several plots, in the Surveyor General’s office; also, for registering and docketing such 
grants in the other proper offices in this province.” f 

It will be necessary, before we enter into a consideration of the particular provisions of this act, briefly to state 


_ to your Majesty the occasion and ground upon which it has been enacted. 


The cession made to your Majesty, by the treaty of Paris, of all the territories possessed by Spain on the conti- 
nent of North America, having put an end to the disputes concerning the title to those lands which lay to the south 
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of the Altamaha river, and which, pending such dispute, had never been occupied and settled by either nation, the 
consideration of what might be expedient to be done, in respect to these lands, necessarily fell under the attention of 
Government; and it being the opinion of your Majesty’s ministers, that all the territories to the south of the river St. 
Mary should be erected into a separate government, under the name of East Florida, and that all the lands between 
that river and the river Altamaha to the north should be annexed to the colony of Georgia, which, before, was 
bounded to the south by the last mentioned river, this arraignment was notified by your Majesty’s proclamation of 
the 7th of October, 1763. Previous, however, to this signification of your Majesty’s will and pleasure, as to the dis- 
position of these lands, your Majesty’s Governor of the province of South Carolina thought fit, upon the ground that 
they lay within the limits of South Carolina, according to the charters of King Charles the Second, to pass patents 
for a considerable part of them, to many of the opulent planters in the settled part of that province, upon the terms 
and conditions prescribed in your Majesty’s royal instructions to the said Governor. 

This measure, taken by your Majesty’s Governor of South Carolina, was soon followed by complaints on the part 
of your Majesty’s Governor of Georgia, not only of the irregularity of the measure itself, but also that the surveys, 
in consequence thereof, had been slightly and incorrectly made, and that in respect to the greatest part of the lands, 
no steps had been taken, or were likely to be taken, for a proper cultivation of them. 

Upon the ground of these representations, and upon a consideration of all the circumstances which accompanied 
this transaction, this Board thought fit to signify to the Governor of Georgia, in general terms, that they would rea- 
dily concur in any law that should be enacted there for obliging the grantees of those lands to cultivate them accord- 
ing to the conditions of their grants, adopting, upon this occasion, a measure which appeared to them not only just 
and necessary in itself, but strictly agreeable to former precedents. 

In consequence of this signification, the law now in question was passed, with a clause suspending its execution 
until your Majesty’s royal will and pleasure shonl!d be known. 

We need not, upun this occasion, enter into any consideration of such parts of this law as appear, by implication, 
to draw into question either the propriety of the measure taken by your Majesty’s Governor of South Carolina, or 
the validity of the grants themselves, but shall confine our observations to the enacting clauses of the act itself, and 
the objection stated to the particular provisions of it by Mr. Dunning, who appeared before us as counsel on the 
occasion for the grantees, whose interest are to be affected by this law. 

The principal objections were, that this act not only prescribes other terms and conditions than those upon which 
the lands were granted conformably to your Majesty’s instructions to the Governor of South Carolina, but also in 
the manner of ascertaining the proof of those requisites, leaves it entirely to the discretion of the Governor and 
Council to decide what that proof shall be; and further, does limit the time of adducing such proofs to six months 
from the receipt and notification in the gazette there of your Majesty’s confirmation of the act, without any excep- 
tion in the case of infants, insane persons, or those under other natural disabilities; which exceptions, by the strict 
rules of law, ought to be provided for in every case of this nature. 

These objections do appear to us so essentially to vitiate this act, that we cannot recommend it to your Majesty 
to confirm it. : 

At the same time we think it our duty to represent to your Majesty that, as there is the greatest reason to believe, 
as well from the letters we have received from your Majesty’s Governor of Georgia, as from what has deen laid 
before us by his agent, who appeared in support of the act, that not only the surveys made under the warrant of the 
Governor of South Carolina have been incorrect, but also that few, if any, of the grantees have taken an steps 
for the due and proper settlement and cultivation of the lands, and none have paid the quit-rents due to your Majesty, 
according to the terms of their grants. We do entirely agree in opinion with our predecessors in office, that it is 
both just and necessary that some effectual means ought to be taken to correct an abuse of this nature, operating to 
the prejudice, as well of the public interest, as of your Majesty’s revenue; and, therefore, we humbly beg leave to 
propose, that your Majesty’s Governor of South Carolina be instructed to give positive directions to the proper offi- 
cers in that colony forthwith to prepare transcripts, duly authenticated, of all the patents granted under the seal of 
that province for lands to the southward of the river Altamaha, and also of all orders, warrants, and proceedings 
thereupon, and to transmit the same, with all convenient despatch, to the Governor of your Majesty’s province of 
Georgia. 

That your Majesty’s Governor of Georgia should be instructed to cause such transcripts, when received by him, 
to be entered upon record in all the proper offices in that colony. 

That if the said Governor shall, upon an examination of these documents, or from any other evidence or infor- 
mation, have reason to think that there have been any frauds or abuses in the survey of these lands, he do forthwith 
issue a warrant to the Surveyor General of lands in the province of Georgia, to cause a resurvey to be made thereof, 
in the presence of the grantees, or of such persons as they shall appoint within a reasonable time for that purpose. 
And in case it shall be discovered upon such resurvey that a greater nuinber of acres has been taken in than are 

expressed in the original grant, that the said Governor do forthwith grant such surplus to such other persons as shall 
apply for the same, upon the terms and conditions prescribed by your Majesty’s instructions to the said Governor. 

hat the said Governor be further instructed to recommend to the Council and Assembly of the province of 

Georgia, to pass an act for establishing a method of enforcing the cultivation of lands, causing an inquest to be held, 
on the oaths of a jury of twelve men, before a commissioner of escheats and forfeitures, to be appointed by the said 
Governor for that purpose, and enacting that all lands which, upona return of such inquest into the office of Register 
of the Court of Chancery, shall appear not to have been duly cultivated according to the terms and conditions of 
the grant, be vested in your Majesty. your heirs and successors, without any further or other process. 
Which is most humbly submitted. 
CLARE. 


SOAME JENYNS. 
WM. FITZHERBERT. 
THO. ROBINSON. 


Wuitenatt, May 26th, 1767. 
OrricE FoR T'rapeE, WHITEHALL, 25th September, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the before written paper is a representation to the King of the Board of Trade, on an act 
of Assembly of Georgia, with regard to the settlement of the lands on the southward of the river Altamaha, copied 


from the Georgia Entry, C. page 311. 
vai ° ve : GEO. CHALMERS. 


. I. No. 2. 


Additional instruction to our trusty and well beloved Charles Greville Montagu, Esquire, commonly called Lord 
Charles Greville Montagu, our Captain General and Governor-in-chief + Province of South Carolina, in 
America. Given at our court at St. James’s, the —— day of ——, in the seventh year of our reign. 


[t is our will and pleasure, and you are hereby directed and required, forthwith upon the receipt hereof, to give 
positive orders to the proper officers in our province of South Carolina, forthwith to prepare transcripts, duly authen- 
ticated, of all the patents granted under'the seal of that our province, for lands to the southward of the river Al- 
tatmaha, and also of all orders, warrants, and proceedings thereupon; and to transmit the same, with all convenient 
despatvli, to the Governor or Commander-in-chief of our Province of Georgia for the time being, that they may be 
entered upon record in the proper offices in that province. 


Orrice For TRADE, WHITEHALL, 25th September, 1795. 


I hereby certify that the above written paper is a copy of an additional instruction to Charles Greville Montagu, 
Esquire, Governor of South Carolina, copied from South Carolina Entry, E. page 374. 


GEO. CHALMERS. 
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The Definitive Treaty of Peace between South Carolina and Georgia on the one part. and the Cherokee Nation on 
the other, convened at Dewit’s Corner, in South Carolina, the 20th day of May, in the year of our Lord 1777, 


and in the first year of the independence of America. 
Be it known unto all persons to whom these presents may or shail in any manner belong: 


The King of Great Britain, in the prosecution of his unjust design to enslave America, regardless of the means 
through his ministers, officers, and superintendents, by false representations having deceived the Cherokee nation, 
and persuaded them to massacre indiscriminately, according to their custom in war, the men, women, and children, 
inhabitants of the western frontier of South Carolina and other States, at the time, last summer, when his forces 
invaded that State from the sea; and then, having abandoned his Cherokee allies, whom he had deceived, urged, 
and persuaded into the war, to the just resentment of the people: thus, at the same time, suddenly and unexpect- 
edly, attacked on the seacoast and opposite frontier. It has pleased the Master of Breath so to direct the progress 
of the war, and the inclination of the contracting parties, that, at the conclusion of the last summer, they were dis- 
posed to extend mercy and to do justice. And the Cherokee nation having, during the course of the last winter, 
sent deputies to Charleston to implore pardon, and thereupon it being determined to bury the hatchet and to re- 
establish peace, the contracting parties, for these purposes, named and appointed their respective commissioners 


and deputies in manner following: 


THE SOUTH CAROLINA FULL POWERS. 


By his Excellency Joun RutLepce, Esq. President and Commander-in-chief of South Carolina. 


J. RuTLepGE, (L. s.) 
To Colonel AnprEw Wituiamson, Colonel Le Roy Hammonp, Georce Ga.patn, Esq. the Honerable Witu1am 


Henry Drayton, and Colonel Daniet Horry, Greeting: 


Whereas, in pursuance of an ordinance of the General Assembly of this State, passed on the 13th day of 
February last, and entitled ‘‘an ordinance appointing commissioners, in manner therein mentioned, to conclude a 
ace with the Cherokee nation,” you, the said Andrew Williamson, Le Roy Hammond, George Galphin, William 
have been duly elected commissioners for the purpose therein and hereinafter 


e 
omy Drayton, and Daniel raf : } 
have therefore, and in compliance with the request of the General Assembly of 


mentioned. Now know ye, that ! es 
this State, commissioned, and do ereby commission you, the said Andrew Williamson, Le Roy Hammond, 


George Galphin, William Henry rip ig and Daniel Horry, or a majority of you, to meet such commissioners as 
e States of Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia, or any of them, on the 


have been or may be appointed by t g ( ( 
12th day of May, instant, at Dewit’s Corner, or at any other time and place which you, or a majority of you, may 


judge fit, in Congress, with the Cherokee Indian, or their deputies, and to conclude a peace with the. Cherokee na- 


tion upon such terms as may be just and equitable. . ae ; 
Given under my hand and seal at Charleston, in South Carolina, this sixth day of May, in the year of our Lord 


one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven. 


THE GEORGIA FULL POWERS. 
In Councit. 
SavaNNAH, 16th April, 1777. 


Resolved, That Jonathan Bryan, Jonathan Cochran, John Wereat, John Walton, and William Glascock, 
Esquires, or any three of them, be the commissioners appointed by this State, agreeably to the desire of the State 
of South Carolina, to attend the Indian Congress, to be held at Dewit’s Corner, on the 7th day of May next, or 
when or where the same may be so held. ae 

Resolved, That it be an instruction to the commissioners appointed to attend the Indian Congress, that they 
join and concur in all matters that appear likely to insure a firm and lasting peace with the Indians. 


A true copy taken from the minutes, 
SAMUEL STIRK, Secretary C. 


THE CHEROKEE FULL POWERS. 
May 16, 1777. 


In open Congress witn the South Carolina and Georgia commissioners for establishing peace, and in presence of 
a great number of their own people, Canatiskeetuowie, or the Red-Bird of No-ewee, and Oustassittee, or the Man- 
killer of Chote, for themselves, and Skalaluska, or the Second Man, Cleeroonakee, Clocoheta, Chooconattee, Cos- 
kua and Chinistisha, beloved men and warriors of the Cherokee nation, declared that, according to the manner and 
custom of their nation, they are nominated and appointed, on the part of their nation, deputies, with full powers 
for them, and, in their name, to meet the commissioners of South Carolina and Georgia, and of such other States as 
_ be present; and with them to treat of, conclude upon, and make such terms and conditions of peace as may 
be likely to re-establish peace and friendship between the parties assembled for that purpose. 

And the commissioners and deputies, having regularly met and communicated to each other their full powers, 
have agreed upon the articles of peace, the tenor of which is as follows: 


Articte I. The Cherokee nation acknowledge that the troops that, during the last summer, repeatedly defeated 
their forces, victorionsly penetrated through their lower towns, middle settlements, and valleys, and quietly and 
unopposed built, held, and continue to occupy, the fort at Esennecca, thereby did effect and maintain the con- 
quest of all the Cherokee lands eastward of the Unacaye mountain; and to and for their people did acquire, pos- 
sess, and yet continue to hold, in and over the said lands, all and singular the rights incidental to conquest: 
~ ~ Cherokee nation, in consequence thereof, do cede the said lands to the said people, the people of South 

arolina. 

Arr. IT. South Carolina will immediately send a supply of goods into the Cherokee nation and settlements for 
sale, and permit the Cherokees, during their good behavior, to inhabit the middle settlements and valleys westward 
of the highest part of Ocunnee mountain; but they! shall not, beyond a line extended southwest and_ northeast 
across the highest part of Ocunnee mountain, proceed or advance, without permission from the commanding officer 
at Fort Rutledge; to apply for which, one runner may, at any time, be sent by the Cherokees. Provided, never- 
theless, that, during this present year, the Cherokees may raise, gather, and remove the corn they have planted on 
the east side of Ocunnee mountain. 

Art. IIT. The Government of South Carolina will endeavor that the Cherokees shall be furnished with supplies 


of goods, as usual, and that the trade shall be put under the best regulations. Every pos bemoan proper 
immediately apprehend an 
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deliver to the commanding officer at Fort Rutledge, and seize to their own use, all the cattle, horses, goods, and 
effects, conducted into their nation or settlements by every such person. 

Art. IV. Each white person who instigated, or endeavored to instigate the Cherokees to the late war, or en- 
couraged or aided them, or endeavored to do so in the prosecution of it, and who now is, or hereafter may be in 
their power, shall, without delay, by the Cherokees, be apprehended and delivered to the commanding officer at 
Fort Rutledge; and the Cherokees shall take to their own use all the effects which, in their nation or settlements, 
they may find in the possession of, or belonging to, every such white person; and for every such white person so 
delivered, shall be paid five hundred pounds weight of dressed leather, or the value thereof. ; 

Art. V. Any Indian who, in the Cherokee nation or settlements, shall murder a white person, shall be imme- 
diately apprehended and conveyed to Fort Rutledge by the Cherokees, who, in presence of the commanding officer 
at that post, shall put the murderer to death. And if any white, or other person, belonging to South Carolina or 
Georgia, shall, in the Cherokee nation, or any white, or other person shall, in South Carolina or Georgia, murder a 
Cherokee Indian, every such person, duly convicted thereof, shall suffer death in presence of Cherokee Indians, 
if any shall attend at the time and place of execution. And that they may have an opportunity of attending, due 
notice of the time and place of such intended execution shall be sent to the Cherokees. 

Arr. VI. All white and Indian prisoners shall be set at liberty as soon as_ possible; all negroes taken during 
the late war, and who now are, or hereafter may be, in the power of the Cherokees, shall, as soon as possible, be 
delivered up to the commanding officer at Fort Rutledge, together with the horses, by any of their people, before the 
late war, stolen from South Carolina, Georgia, North Carolina, or Virginia, and which now, or hereafter may be, in 
the power of the Cherokees, to the end that restitution may be made to their true owners. 

Arr. VII. For every runaway negro that shall be apprehended and delivered by the Cherokees to the com- 
manding officer at Fort Rutledge, shall be paid one hundred pounds weight of leather, or the value thereof. 

Arr. VIII. The hatchet shall be forever buried, and there shall be an universal peace and friendship re-esta- 
blished between South Carolina, including the Cattawba and Georgia on the one part, and the Cherokee nation on 
the others there shall be a general oblivion of injuries. The contracting parties shall use their utmost endeavors to 
maintain the peace and friendship now re-estabiished, and the Cherokees shall, at all times, apprehend and deliver 
to the commanding officer at Fort Rutledge, every person, white or red, who, in their nation or settlements shall, 
by any means, endeavor to instigate a war by the Cherokee nation, or hostility or robbery by any of their people, 
against or upon any of the American States or subject thereof. In witness of all and every thing herein deter- 
mined between South Carolina, Georgia, and the Cherokee nation, we, their underwritten commissioners and 
deputies, by virtue of our full powers, severally, and not one for the other, have signed this present definitive treaty 
in their respective names, and have caused our seals to be hereunto affixed. 


Done at Dewit’s corner, this twentieth day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-seven. 


A. Williamson, (L. s.) Le Roy Hammond, (tL. s.) 

W. H. Drayton, (1. s.) Daniel Horry, (1. s.) 

Jon. Bryan, (t. s.) Jon. Cochran, (1. s.) 

William Glascock, (1. s.) Oustassittee, his x mark, (1. s. ) 
Cleeroonakee, his x mark, (L. s. ) Clocoheta, his x mark, (1. s.) 
Coskua, his x mark, (L. s.) Chinistisha, his x mark, (1. s.) 
Canatiskeetuowie, his Xmark, (L. s.) 


N. B. In this deed is included the last cession of land by the Cherokee Indians to South Carolina, and which 
ascertains so much of boundary lines between the State and them. 
A true copy taken from the original in the Secretary’s office, 
By my order, 
BEN. GUERARD. 
Soutn Caro.ina, CHarLeston, May 31st, 1784. 


N. 


Stare oF Soutu CaRoLina. 


By his Excellency Thomas Pinckney, Esq. Governor and Commander-in-chief in and over the State aforesaid. 


To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that Peter Freneau, Esq. who certifies the writing hereunto annexed, to be and to contain a true 
copy of the convention entered into, and agreed upon, between the States of South Carolina and Georgia, taken from 
the original of record in the Secretary’s office, is Secretary of the State of South Carolina: Therefore, all due faith, 
credit, and authority, are, and ought to be, had and given to his proceedings and certificate as such. 

In testimony whereof, [ have hereunto set my hand, and caused to be affixed the great seal of the State, 
in the city of Charleston, this twenty-third day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
{u.s.] hundred and eighty-seven, and of the sovereignty and independence of the United States of America 


the twelfth. 
' THOMAS PINCKNEY. 
By His Excellency’s command. 
Perer Freneau, Secretary. 





CONVENTION BETWEEN THE STATES OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND GEORGIA, 


Concluded at Beaufort, in the State of South Carolina, on the twenty-eighth day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-seven, and in the eleventh year of the independence of the United States of America. 


To all to whom these presents shall come, the underwritten Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, Andrew Pickens, and 
Pierce Butler, Esquires, commissioners appointed by the State of South Carolina, of the one part, and the 
underwritten John Habersham and Lachlan M’Intosh, Esquires, a majority of the commissioners appointed 
by the State of Georgta, of the other part, sEND GREETING: 


Whereas, the State of South Carolina did heretofore present a petition to the United States in Congress as- 
sembled, and did, therein set forth, that a dispute and difference had arisen and subsisted between the States of 
South Carolina and Georgia, concerning boundaries; the said States claiming, respectively, the same territories, 
and that the case and claim of the State of South Carolina was as follows, that is to say, “* Charles the Second, King 
of Great Britain, by charter, dated the 24th day of March, in the fifteenth year of his reign, granted to eight persons, 
therein named, as lords proprietors thereof, all the lands lying and being within his dominions of America, between 
thirty-one and thirty-six degrees of north latitude, in a direct west line to the South Seas, styling the lands so de- 
scribed the province of Carolina: that, on the 30th day of June, in the seventeenth year of his reign, the said King 
granted to the said lords proprietors a second charter, enlarging the bounds of Carolina, viz: from twenty-nine de- 
grees of north latitude to thirty-six degrees thirty minutes, and from those ‘points on the seacoast, west, in a direct 
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line to the South seas: that-seven of the said proprietors of Carolina sold and surrendered to George the Se- 
cond, late King of Great Britain, all their title and interest in the said province, and the share of the remaining pro- 
prietor was separated from the King’s, and allotted to him, in the north part of North Carolina: that Carolina was 
afterwards divided into two provinces, called North and South Carolina: that, by a charter, dated the 9th day of 
June, 1732, George the Second, King of Great Britain, granted to certain persons, therein named, all the lands ly- 
ing between the rivers Savannah and Altamaha, and between lines to be drawn from the heads of those rivers, re- 
speetively, to the South sea, and styled the said colony Georgia: that, by the treaty of peace concluded at Paris on 
the 10th day of February, 1763, the river Mississippi was declared to be the western boundary of the North Ameri- 
can colonies: that the Governor of South Carolina, in the year 1762, conceiving that the lands to the southward of 
the Altamaha still belonged to South Carolina, granted several tracts of the said lands: that the Government of Geor- 
gia complained to the King of Great Britain respecting those grants, as being for lands within its limits, and_there- 
upon His Majesty, by proclamation, dated the 7th day of October, 1763, annexed to Georgia all the lands lying be- 
tween the rivers Altamaha and St. Mary’s, the validity of the grants passed by the Governor of South Carolina, as 
aforesaid, remaining, however, acknowledged and uncontested, and the grantees of the said land, or their represen- 
tative, still holding it as their legal estate: that South Carolina claims the lands lying between the North Carolina 
line and the line run due west from the mouth of Tugoloo river to the Mississippi, because, as the said State con- 
tends, the river Savannah loses that name at the confluence of ‘Tugoloo and Keowee rivers, consequently that spot 
is the head of Savannah river. The State of Georgia, on the other hand, contends that the source of Keowee river 
is to be considered as the head of Savannah river: that the State of South Carolina also claims all the lands lying 
between a line to be drawn from the head of the river St. Mary’s, the head of Altamaha, the Mississippi, and Flo: 
rida, being, as the said State contends, within the limits of its charter, and not annexed to Georgia by the said pro- 
clamation of 1763. The State of Georgia, on the other hand, contends that the tract _of country last mentioned is 
a part of that State. The State of South Carolina did, therefore, by their said petition, pray for a hearing and de- 
termination of the difference and dispute subsisting, as aforesaid, between the said State and Georgia, agreeable to 
the articles of confederation and perpetual union between the United States of America. And whereas, the State of 
Georgia was duly notified of the said petition, and did, by its lawful agents, appear, in order to,establish its 
right to the premises in manner directed by the said articles of confederation; and proceedings were thereon had in 
Congress, in order to the appointment of judges to constitute a court for hearing and determining the said matter in 
question. And whereas, it appeared to be the sincere wish and desire of the said States of South Carolina and Geor- 
gia, that all and singular the differences and claims subsisting between the said States relative to boundary should 
be amicably adjusted and compromised. And whereas, the Legislature of the State of South Carolina did elect the 
above named Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, Andrew Pickens, and Pierce Butler, Esqs. commissioners, and did 
invest them, or a majority of them, with full and absolute power and authority in behalf of that State, to settle and 
compromise all and singular the differences, controversies, disputes, and claims, which subsist between the said 
State and the State of Georgia relative to boundary, and to establish and permanently fix a boundary between the 
two States. And the said State of South Carolina did declare that it would, at all times thereafter, ratify and con- 
firm all and whatsoever the said commissioners, or a majority of them, should do in and touching the premises, and 
that the same should be forever binding on the said State of South Carolina. And whereas, the Legislature of the 
State of Georgia did apron John Houston, John Habersham, and Lachlan M’Intosh, Esquires, commissioners, and 
did invest them with full and absolute power and authority, in behalf of that State, to settle and compromise all and 
singular the differences, controversies, disputes, and claims, which subsist between the said State and the State of 
South Cerolina relative to poundary and to establish and permanently fix a boundary between the two States. And 
the said State of Georgia did also declare, that it would, at all times thereafter, ratify and confirm all and whatso- 
ever the said last mentioned commissioners, or a majority of them, should do in and touching the premises, and that 
the same should be forever binding on the said State of Georgia. 

Now therefore know ye, That the underwritten commissioners, on the part of the States of South Carolina and 
Georgia, respectively, having, by mutual consent, assembled at the town of Beaufort, in the State of South Caro- 
lina, on the twenty-fourth day of this a month of April, in order to the due execution of their respective trusts; 
and having reciprocally exchanged and considered their full powers, and declared the same legal, and forever bind- 
ing on both States, and having conferred together on the most effectual means of adjusting the differences subsisting 
between the two States, and of establishing, and permanently fixing, a boundary between them, have agreed, and by 
these presents for, and in behalf of, their respective States, do mutually agree to the following articles: that is to say, 

Artic.e 1. The most northern branch, or stream of the river Savannah, from the sea, or mouth of suclistream, 
to the fork or confluence of the rivers now called Tugoloo and Keowee, and from thence, the most northern branch 
or stream of the said river Tugoloo, till it intersects the northern boundary line of South Carolina, if the said branch 
or stream of Tugoloo extends so far north, reserving all the islands in the said rivers Savannah and Tugoloo, to 
Georgia; but if the head, spring, or source of any branch or stream of the said river Tugoloo does not extend to the 
north boundary line of South Carolina, then a west line to the Mississippi, to be drawn from the head, spring, or 
source of the said branch or stream of ‘Tugoloo river, which extends to the highest northern latitude, shall forever 
hereafter form the separation limit and boundary between the States of South Carolina and Georgia. 

Arr. 2. The navigation of the river Savannah, at and from the bar and mouth, along the northeast side of Cock- 
spur Island, and up the direct course of the main northern channel, along the northern side of Hutchinson’s Island, 
opposite the town of Savannah, to the upper end of the said island, and from thence up the bed, or principal stream, 
of the said river, to the confluence of the rivers Tugoloo and Keowee, and from the confluence * the channet of the 
most northern stream of Tugoloo river to its source, and back again by the same channel to the Atlantic ocean, 
is hereby declared to be henceforth equally free to the citizens of both States, and exempt from all duties, tolls, 
hindrance, interruption, or molestation whatsoever, attempted to be enforced by one State on the citizens of the 
other, and all the rest of the river Savannah to the southward of the foregoing description is acknowledged to be the 
exclusive right of the State of Georgia. 

Art. 3. The State of South Carolina shall not, hereafter, claim any lands to the eastward, southward, south- 
eastward, or west, of the boundary above established, but hereby relinquishes and cedes to the State of Georgia, all 
the right, title, and claim, which the said State of South Carolina hath to the government, sovereignty, and jurisdic- 
tion in and over the same, and also the right of pre-emption of the soil from the native Indians, and all other the 
estate, property, and claim, which the State of South Carolina hath in or to the said land. 

Art. 4. The State of Georgia shal! not, hereafter, claim any lands to the northward or northeastward of the 
boundary above estabiished, but hereby relinquishes and cedes to the State of South Carolina, all the rights, title, 
and claim which the said State of Georgia hath to the government, sovereignty, and jurisdiction in and over the 
same; and also the right of pre-emption of the soil from the native Indians, and all other the estate, property, and 
claim which the State of Georgia hath in or to the said lands. 

Art. 5. The lands heretofore granted by either of the said States, between the forks of Tugoloo and Keowee, 
shall be the private property of the first grantees and their respective heirs and assigns, and the grantees of any of 
the said lands under the State of Georgia shall, within twelve months from the date hereof, cause such grants, or 
authentic copies thereof, ratified under the seal of the State of Georgia, to be deposited in the office of the ‘Secretary 
of the State of South Carolina, to the end that the same may be recorded there, and after the same shall have been 
so recorded, the grantees shall be entitled toreceive again, from the said noe their respective grants, or the 
copies thereof, whichsoever may have been so deposited, without any charge or fee of office whatsoever, and every 
grant which shall not, or of which the copy certified, as above mentioned, shall not be so deposited, shall be adjudged 
void. 

Art. 6. The commissioners on the part of the State of South Carolina do not, by any of the above articles, mean 
to cede, relinquish, or weaken, the right, title, and claim, of any of the individual citizens of the State of South 
Carolina to any lands situated in Georgia, particularly to the lands situated to the south or southwest of the river 
Altamaha, an i on during the administration of Governor Boone, in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
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sixty-three; and they do hereby declare, that the right and title of the said citizens to the same is, and ought to re- 
main, as full, strong, and effectual, as if this convention had not been made, The commissioners on the part of 
the State of Georgia do decline entering into any negotiation relative to the lands mentioned in this article, as they 
conceive they are not authorized so to do by the powers delegated to them. 

In testimony whereof, the said Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, Andrew Pickens, and Pierce Butler, for and in 
behalf of the State of South Carolina, and the said John Habersham and Lachlan M’Intosh, for and in be- 
half of the State of Georgia, have, to these presents, and a duplicate thereof, both indented interchangeably, 
set their hands and affixed their seals. Done at Beaufort, in the State of South Carolina, the twenty-eighth 
day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, and in the eleventh year 


of the independence of the United States of America. 
CHARLES C. PINCKNEY, [z. s.} 
ANDREW PICKENS, [L. s.] 
PIERCE BUTLER, [L. s.] 
JOHN HABERSHAM, [L. s.] 
LACHLAN McINTOSH. [1 s.] 


THE FULL POWER OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA. 


GrorGIA: 
By the Honorable Georcr Matruews, Esq. Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over the 
State aforesaid. 
5 To all to whom these presents shail come, GREETING: 

Know ye, That John Milton, Esq. who hath certified the annexed copy of an ordinance, entitled “ an ordinance 
to appoint commissioners to ascertain and settle the boundaries of this State with the State of South Carolina,” is 
Secretary of the said State in whose office the archives of the same are deposited, Therefore, all due faith, credit, 
and authority, are, and ought to be, had and given to the said copy. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the great seal of the said State to be put and 

affixed, at Augusta, this fourteenth day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 


eighty seven, and of our sovereignty and independence the eleventh. 
GEORGE MATTHEWS, [z. s.] 


By His Honor’s command. 
J. Mitton, Secretary. 


AN ORDINANCE to appoint commissioners to ascertain and settle the boundaries of this State with the State of South Carolina. 


Be it ordained by the representatives of the freemen of the State of Georgia in General Assembly met, and by 
the authority of the same, ‘That John Houston, John Habersham, and General Lachlan M’Intosh, Esquires, be and 
they are hereby appointed commissioners, and invested with full and absolute power and authority in behalf of this 
State, to settle and compromise all and singular the differences, controversies, disputes, and claims, which subsist 
between this State and the State of South Carolina, relative to boundary, and to establish, and permanently fix, a 
boundary between the two States. And this State shall and will, at all times hereafter, ratify and confirm all and 
whatsoever the said commissioners, or a majority of them, shall do in and touching the premises, and te same shall 
be forever binding on this State: Provided, always, That the commissioners appointed by the State of South Caro- 
lina should have as extensive powers vested in them by the said State as are hereby vested in the commissioners of 


this State. 
Aveusta, February 10, 1787. 


By order of th: House. 
WILLIAM GIBBONS, Speaker. 


Grorara, Secretary’s Office, February 14, 1787. 


I do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy taken from the original ordinance deposited in my office. 
JOHN MILTON, Secretary. 


THE FULL POWER OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Strate or Sourn Caronina: 
By His Excellency Tuomas Pinckney, Esq. Governor and Commander-in-chief in and over the State aforesaid. 


To all to whom these presents shall come, GREETING: 


Know ye, That the Honorable John Julius Pringle, Esq., who certifies that the resolves of the General Assembly 
of this State, hereunto annexed, are true copies from the journals of the House of Representatives, is Speaker of the 
said’ House of Representatives; and that Peter Freneau, Esq., who certifies the copy of an ordinance of this State, 
also hereunto annexed, to be truly taken from the original of record in the Secretary’s office, is Secretary of the 
said State of South Carolina: Zherefore, all due faith, credit, and authority, is and ought to be had and given to 
their proceedings and certificates as such. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the great seal of the State, in the 
city of Charleston, this fourteenth day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-seven, and of the sovereignty aud independence of the United States of America the eleventh. 

THOMAS PINCKNEY, [_. s.] 


By His Excellency’s command. 
Peter Freneau, Secretary. ; 


AN ORDINANCE to appoint commissioners to ascertain and settle the boundaries of this State with the States of Georgia and 
North Carolina, and to authorize His Excellency the Governor to appoint agents to act in behalf of this State at the Federal 
Court, in the controversy between this State and the State of Georgia, relative to boundary. 


Be it ordained by the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives now met and sitting in General As- 
sembly, and by the authority of the same, That three commissioners be chosen, by joint ballot, of the Legislature, 
which commissioners, or a majority of them then chosen, shall be, and they are hereby, invested with full and abso- 
lute power and authority, in behalf of this State, to settle and compromise all and singular the differences, contro- 
versies, disputes, and claims, which subsist between this State and the State of Georgia, relative to boundary, and 
to establish and permanently fix a boundary between the two States; and this State shall and will at all times here- 
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after ‘ratify and confirm all and whatsoever the said commissioners, or a majority of them, shall doin and touch- 
ing the premises, and the same shall be forever binding on this State: Provided, always, ‘That the commissioners to 
be appointed by the State of Georgia shall have as extensive powers vested in them by the State of Georgia, as are 
above vested in the commissioners of this State; and, as it may so happen that the said commissioners may not be able 
to settle and compromise the above differences, but it may be necessary to have the same decided by a Federal court, 
Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That his excellency the Governor, or the Commander-in-chief for the 
time being, be, and he is hereby, empowered to appoint proper persons to prosecute the claim, and to manage the 
affairs of this State in the Federal court, with full power and authority to do, transact, perform, and execute, all 
and every such matter and things touching the same, as shall be requisite and necessary; and this State shall and 
will, at all times hereafter, ratify and confirm what shall be so done, transacted, performed, and executed. 4nd be 
it further ordained by the authority aforesaid, That three commissioners be chosen, by joint ballot, of the Legisla- 
ture; which commissioners, or a majority of them, when chosen, shall be, and they are hereby, invested with full and 
absolute power and authority in behalf of this State, to settle and compromise all and singular the differences, contro- 
versies, and disputes, and claims, which subsist between this State and the State of North Carolina, relative to boun- 
dary, and to establish, and permanently fix, a boundary between the two last mentioned States; and this State shall 
and will, at all times hereafter, ratify and confirm all and whatsoever the said commissioners, or a majority of them, 
shall do in and touching the premises, and the same shall be forever binding on this State: Provided, always, That 
the commissioners to be appointed by the State of North Carolina shall have as extensive powers vested in them by 
that State, as are hereby vested in the commissioners of this State. 4nd be it further ordained by the authority 
aforesaid, That his excellency the Governor, or Commander-in-chief for the time being, shall be, and he is hereby, 
empowered to draw upon the treasury for any sum or suis, not exceeding ten thousand dollars, for the reasonable 
expenses of the said commissioners, and for the carrying this ordinance into full execution. 


In the Senate House, this twenty-second day of March, Anno Domini one thousand seven hundred and_ eighty - 
six, and in the tenth year of the independence of the United States of America. 
JOHN LLOYD, President of the Senate. 
JOHN FAUCHEREAUD GRIMKK, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


State oF Sourn Caroxina, Secretary’s Office. 


I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy from the original ordinance of record in this office. 
PETER FRENEAU, Secretary. 


Aprit 14, 1787. 


A message was sent to the Senate desiring their attendance in this House, to proceed to the election of three 
commissioners, to‘ascertain and settle the boundaries of this State with the State of Georgia. The Senate accord- 
ingly attended and voted with this House for the said commissioners; upon casting up the ballots, it appeared that 
the following gentlemen, viz: Brigadier General Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, Brigadier General Andrew Pickens. 
and Major Pierce Butler, had a majority of votes of the members present; Mr. Speaker thereupon declared 
the said gentlemen to be duly elected commissioners to ascertain and settle the boundaries of this State with the 
State of Georgia. 


I certify the above to be exactly copied from the Journals of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN J. PRINGLE, Speaker. 


Cuar.eston, April 14, 1787. 


In THE House oF REPRESENTATIVES, March 23, 1787. 


On motion, 

Whereas, the Legislature of this State have received information that the State of Georgia has re-granted a con- 
siderable quantity of iand, the property of some of the citizens of this State, and which lands were originally 
granted to them in the year 1763, and confirmed by the King in Council, whilst this State and Georgia acknowledged 
the sovereignty of the King of Great Britain: Therefore, resolved, That the commissioners for settling the boundaries 
between this State and the State of Georgia do use their endeavors to have that business amicably settled, and 
the claims of the citizens of this State reorganized by the State of Georgia: Ordered, That the resolution be sent to 
the Senate for their concurrence. 


By order of the House. 
JOHN SANFORD DART, C?Pk H. of Reps. 


In THE Senate, March 23,. 1787. 


Resolved, That this House do concur with the House of Representatives in the foregoing resolution. 
Ordered, That the resolution be sent to the House of Representatives. 


By order of the Senate. 
FELIS WARLEY, C. S. 


Cuareston, April 14, 1787. 


I certify the above to be extracted truly from the Journals of the House of Representatives. 
; JOHN J. PRINGLE, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Srate or Soutu Carouina, Secretary’s Office, July 23d, 1787. 


I hereby certify that the foregoing, contained on eight pages of this, are true copies taken from the original con- 
vention between this State and the State of Georgia, and the full powers of the said States thereunto annexed. 
PETER FRENEAU, Secretary. 


g Orrice ror TrapE, WHITEHALL, September 25, 1795. 
Sir: 
I now proceed with pleasure to communicate to you such information, with regard to the questions which 
Mr. Attorney General Bradford desired you to ask me about the boundaries of South Carolina and Georgia, as it is 
in my power to give, in so limited a time, amidst the pressure of other business. 

It will be necessary to make some preliminary observations, before I answer the main question; namely, “ whether 
the lands west of the Ocmulgee belonged to Georgia or to South Carolina; and whether they have at any time been 
placed by the crown under the jurisdiction of any other Government.” 

When the treaty of peace between England and Spain was negotiated, .in 1604, there was an attempt made to 
settle the pretensions of the two powers in America: but, as the two parties could not agree, either upon the facts or 
the principles, which applied to the point, it was prudent! resolved to pass over in silence what could not be adjust- 
ed in the treaty by adequate words. At that epoch, England had not any colonies in America. Colonization, how- 
ever, immediately began: and before the year 1670, all the principal colonies were settled. It was in 1670 that England 
and Spain entered into stipulations for composing differences in America, which stipulations have since been called 
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the American Treaty. It was the 7th article of that treaty, which stipulated that the King of Great Britain and his 
subjects should remain in possession of what they then possessed in the West Indies and America. In every sub- 
sequent period, the American treaty of 1670 was appealed to in the disputes between Great Britain and Spain, as to 
the boundaries of Carolina and Florida, though there seems to have been no document which, on either side, applied the 
fact to the principle. Those disputes were frequent, during the reigns of George I. and George II. from 1714 to 1731: 
and it was referred by the treaty of Seville, 1729, to commissaries to settle, among other points, the northern boun- 
dary of Florida, which was to be the southern limit of Carolina. But nosettlement was ever made till Florida was 
ceded to Great Britain by Spain, at the peace of 1763. These circumstances explain sufficiently the reasons of keepi 
a small post on.the southern point of Cumberland island, where the river St. Mary’s mingles its waters with the ocean; 
in order to retain the possessions of the debatable ground, which neither party would relinquish or define. [On 
this point, see the papers marked A. Nos. 1 and 2.) This post became still more necessary, if the principle of retain- 
ing debatable ground be right, after the grant of Georgia, which fixed its southern boundary by the most southern 
stream of the river Altamaha: for this had been construed by Spain as a relinquishment of the territory between the 
rivers Altamaha and St. Mary’s. cee ' 

The other preliminary observations, which I beg to submit, is, that the right of the crown to divide and subdi- 
vide its American territories (for which charters had not been granted to proprietors) is one of the clearest princi- 
ples in colonial jurisprudence. And the history of the thirteen colonies, from the successive settlement of each, to 
the epoch of the independence of all, is a demonstration of the general principle, which is the solid basis whereon 
the United States rest in full stability, as to boundaries. : 

I now proceed to more minute observation, both as to fact and principles. In the year 1719, the people of 
South Carolina revolted against their prepecues- In the subsequent year, Francis Nicholson was appointed by the 
crown provisional Governor. of South Carolina, upon a recital of mismanagements. Neither his commission nor 
instructions gave him any power to grant lands; because the right to the soil was still in the proprietors. It was in 
his time that a fort was built at the ferk of the Altamaha in order to preserve the possession of the country thus 
far to the southward. In 1729, the proprietors of Carolina surrendered the sovereignty, and seven-eighth parts of the 
soil to the crown, under the authority of the act of Parliament, 2. Geo. II. chap. 34. The deed of surrender was 
enrolled in chancery, and remains in the chapel of the Rolls. [A copy from the roll has been obtained, and is marked 
B.] _ Lord Grenville soon after proposed to surrender his one-eighth: but, as the parties could not agree, his share 
was located in after times along'the northern boundary of North Carolina, on the confines of Virginia. 

It was in December, 1729, that Robert Johnson was appointed royal Governor of South Carolina, with the full 
authority of Captain General and Commander-in-chief, in the room of Nicholson. This commission extends 
over South Carolina, without expressing any boundaries, supposing that the country and its limits were known 
and ascertained. This indefinite mode of expression, which continued to the present reign, gave rise to the mis- 
chiefs of uncertainty, and, in fact, is the cause of the present inquiry. Governor Johnson was also empowered to 
grant lands on particular terms. ‘The Governor’s authority on this head, and instructions, which, as they remained 
unaltered to the year 1763, and furnished much matter for this inquiry, may be seen in the papers marked H Nos. 
land 2. Governor Johnson was also instructed to re-establish a deserted post on the Altamaha, soas to preserve 
the navigation of the river. Das ed 

It was in the year 1730, that an application was made to the British Government, on a principle of charity, for a 
grant of lands in Carolina, and conceded in 1731, 0n a principle of policy. The charter of Georgia was granted in 
1732, in order to form a barrier to South Carolina. -‘The Board of Trade settled deliberately the boundaries of Geor- 
gia, on the north, by the northern stream of the river Savannah; on the south, by the most southern stream of the Al- 
tamaha; and westward, from the heads of the said rivers respectively, in direct lines to the South Seas. The context 
and common sense require that the west lines should be run from the heads of the north stream of the Savannah, and 
from thehead of the most southern stream of the Altamaha. And the context and common sense equally reject all 
other points, from whence torun the west lines to the South Sea, than the heads, not of the Savannah and Altamaha, 
but from the heads of the north stream of the one river and of the most southern stream of the other. The context and 

‘common sense are supported by the fact, that it was known, at the epoch of the Georgia grant, that its boundaries 
on the north and south had more streams than one, and consequently had forks. There had been a fort, or post, 
at the great fork of the Altamaha, for some years before. A smail map, which was prefixed to a quarto pamphlet’ 
that was published at London, in 1733, entitled ** Reasons for establishing the colony of Georgia,” exhibits distinctly 
the fork of the Altamaha. 1n none of the inquiries, or reasonings of the Board of Trade, at any period, is it ever 
supposed, that the west lines before mentioned, were to run from any other point than the head of the most southern 
stream of the Altamaha, and the head of the north stream of the Savannah. Add to all these, the State of Georgia, as 
attested upon oath by several inhabitants of Georgia, at Savannah, on the 10th of October, 1740. [See the papers 
marked C. Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, for proofsof the facts.) 

The trustees of Georgia applied to the crown for directions to the Governor of South Carolina, both to record 
their charter and to help their settlers. An additional instruction was thereupon sent to Governor Johnson for that 
effect, on the 6th of September, 1732. [See the paper D.] This may be deemed legal notice of the charter of 
Georgia; of the settlement under it; and of the retraction of the southern boundary of South Carolina. In fact, 
the Government of South Carolina did receive kindly the colonists of Georgia; did ettectually help the settlers, who 
began to form their —— town on the Ist of February, 1733, under the direction of Oglethorpe. It is moreover 
to be observed that, as Governor Johnson had been instructed to lay out certain townships on the rivers Savannah 
and Altamaha, this instruction was withdrawn after the establishment of Georgia, when he received contrary in- 
structions. 

It is material to state that the power of commanding the militia of Georgia was reserved to the Governor of 
South Carolina, as the King’s officer: yet, on.the 20th of June, 1737, James Oglethorpe was appointed Commander- 
in-chief of the troops, both of South Carolina and Georgia; and the Governor of South Carolina was thereupon 
ordered not to meddle with the General’s command. Oglethorpe was ordered to keep possession of the country 
which had been granted by the charters of Carolina. These facts evince that, when Oglethorpe, during the Spa- 
nish war, which was ended by the peace of 1748, marched with troops southward of the Altamaha, and built forts 
on the lands between that river and the river St. Mary’s, he acted as the King’s General, and not as Governor of 
Georgia. If it be asked whose lands they were, which lay between the rivers Altamaha and St. Mary’s, the an- 
swer must be, that Great Britain and Spain were fighting for them. The treaty of Aix la Chapelle left the title 
upon the same footing as it had been left by the American treaty of 1670. The right to those debatable lands was 
in the crown. ‘The claim of the proprietors of Carolina no longer existed. The eo of the Governor of South 
Carolina could only arise from the ing’s commission and instruction. ‘The formal communication of the charter 
of Georgia to the Governor of South Carolina was a formal supercession of his commission and instructions, as to 
the country within its limits. There does not appear, indeed, any formal supercession of the authority of the Go- 
vernor of South Carolina, with regard to the country on the south of the river Altamaha, except as to the power of the 
sword, which had been put into the hands of Oglethorpe. Whether the establishment of Georgia, and the proceed- 
ings which followed in consequence thereof, were a virtual supercession of the power of the Governor of South 
Carolina, as to the country on the south of the Altamaha, is a point for consideration. 

The charter of Georgia, and the powers of Government, which were thereby conferred, were established only 
for a limited time. ‘This term expired in 1752, when the trustees surrendered to the crown what had been confer-~ 
red by the charter. (See the paper E.] And a royal government was soon after established over the same country, 
within the same limits, with the usual powers of the royal governments. , 

Events are now coming forward which throw additional light on the present inquiry. One-Grey, a Virginian by 
birth, and an enthusiast in yoo after acting a busy part in the first Assembly which met in Georgia, passed the 
river Altamaha in 1756, and settled, with a few followers, near the river St. Mary’s. Governor Ellis, of Georgia, per- 
suaded Grey not to put himself under the protection of Spain, and gave him a license to settle on the south of the 
river Altamaha. The Spaniards of St. Augustine regarded Grey with their usual jealousy. When the British 

ministers, who then wished to conciliate Spain, heard of those transactions of Grey, they expressed the greatest 
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discontent. They blamed Governor Ellis for giving him a license to settle without his jurisdiction. The proceed- 
ings of Grey, who acted without authority from any Power, were considered as of very. dangerous consequence. 
Mr. Secretary Pitt sent orders to Governor Ellis of Georgia, and Governor Lyttleton of South Carolina, to remove 
Grey by force, if he did not remove by fairness. In 1759, Governor Ellis appointed one Powel, and Governor 
Lyttleton named one Hern, as commissioners to communicate those orders to Grey,. and to persuade him¢and his 
followers to obey. Grey did make a show of obedience; but he returned ere long to his first settlement. Governor 
Wright of Georgia communicated, in 1761, to the British ministers minute information of the proceedings of Grey 
and his followers: but the part which Spain had now taken with France made the British Government less zealous 
to enforce their first orders, by removing Grey from the situation which he had chosen for himself, without the pro- 
per jurisdiction of any colony. [See the papers marked F, Nos, 1, 2, 3, 4.) 

In January, 1762, war was declared against Spain. The prelimmary articles of peace were announced in De- 
cember, 1762. The knowledge that Spain was thereby to cede Florida to Great Britain, was received in South Ca- 
rolina early in the subsequent year. 05 1 ¥ 

During the same moment, wherein the British Government were considering in what manner it might be ad- 
visable to dispose of the British acquisitions by the peace, a measure was adopted at Charleston, in South Caro- 
lina, for monopolizing the lands on the south of the river Altamaha. Governor Wright, when he heard of that 
purpose, sent Grey Elliott, one of his council, to Charleston, in order to enter a caveat and protest against that 
measure, as inconsistent with the King’s intentions, and as injurious to Georgia. This protest was treated with 
disregard. The Board of Trade soon heard of those transactions; and the Board hastened to declare its disapproba- 
tion, and to give its directions that no charters should be issued for any lands which might have been surveyed, un- 
der warrants from South Carolina, for lands on the south of the river Altamaha. The orders of the Board came 
too late. The surveys had been made, and charters had issued thereon, before the disapprobation and directions 
of the Board arrived. ‘The Governor of South Carolina wrote an apology for his conduct, and was afterwards heard 
in justification y proceedings which the Board of Trade deemed unwarrantable. [See the papers marked G, Nos. 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. 7 eens 

” "The Board of T rade, on the 8th of July, 1763, applied to the Attorney and Solicitor General for their opinion, whe- 
ther the grants of land to the southward of the river Altamaha, by the Governor of South Carolina, under all the 
circumstances, were valid in law. ‘The documents which were laid before the crown lawyers, were the protest of 
the Governor of Georgia, before mentioned; the two charters of Carolina; the statute of the 2d Geo. II. ch. 34; an 
extract of that part of the commission to Governor Johnson, in 1729, authorizing him to grant lands, which had 
continued the same to all succeeding Governors; [See the papers H, Nos. 1, 2,] the Secretary of State’s order, 
dated the 10th of June, 1758, for removing Grey and his followers from their settlements on the south of the Al- 
tamaha; ‘a country, which the Board were pleased to add, it does not appear the province of South Carolina has 
at any time exercised any jurisdiction in, or taken any possession of, either while it was under the government of 
the proprietors, or since it has been in the hands of the crown;” but it does not appear that the Attorney and Solici- 
tor General ever gave any opinion. 

The Board of ‘Trade seem at one time to have resolved to vacate, by some process at law, those unwarrantable 
grants. They, however, finally determined to admit virtually, but not positively, their validity in point of law, 
and to endeavor to prevent the mischief of them, since they could not abrogate what had been improvidently done. 
They ordered transcripts of the said grants to be sent by the Governor of South Carolina to the Governor-of Georgia, 
for the purpose of — recorded in the proper offices of Georgia. ‘These improvident grants were thus, in some 
measure, legalized, and incorporated into the system of Georgia. [See the papers marked I, Nos. 1 and 2.] 

The peace of 1763 was scarcely concluded when the British Government began to deliberate how to make the 
most of Ker acquisitions by the war. On the 8th of June the Board of Trade made a representation as to the state 
of Florida and the neighboring lands. The country, between the rivers Altamaha and St. Mary’s, was placed un- 
der the jurisdiction of Georgia. ‘The northern boundary of the province of East Florida was, in the end, settled to 
be the river St. Mary’s, from the sea to its source, and from its'source westward, to that part of the Appalachicola 
where the Chattahoochee and Flint rivers meet. The northern line of the province of West Florida was at first fixed 
to be in the latitude of 31 degrees north; but, upon a representation that this latitude was to the southward of Mo- 
bile itself, a new boundary was settled in March, 1764, so as to bound West Florida on the north by a line, drawn 
from the mouth of the Yazoo, where it unites with the Mississippi, due east to the river Appalachicola. In Lieuten- 
ant Hutchin’s map of the west parts of Virginia, Carolina, Georgia, &c. published in 1778, he takes notice that the 
Yazoo is the north boundary of West Florida, but he states erroneously the junction of that river with the Mis-. 
sissippi to be in latitude 32° 30’, which is nine minutes too far to the southward, as indeed all the maps place the 
junction of the Yazoo too far to the southward. [See the papers marked K, Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4.] 

The definitive treaty of peace between Great Britain and the United States of America, and the definitive treaty 
between Great Britain and Spain, were both signed on the same day, viz: the 3d of September, 1783. By the treaty 
with Spain, Great Britain ceded to Spain East Florida and West Florida, without any signification of boundaries, 
which Spain will contend, I presume, must be the existing limits, at the date of the treaty. By the treaty with 
the United States, Great Britain ceded to the country on the east of the Mississippi, as far southward as the 31st 
degree of north latitude. Mr. Faden, the King’s geographer, assures me that it appears, from an accurate observa- 
tion made by the late George Gaul, who surveyed West Florida for the British Government, that the junction of 
the Yazoo with the Mississippi is in latitude 32° 39’, Here, then, is a fair field of a degree and three quarters for 
contending nations to fight upon. 


Allow me, now, to make a few cursory remarks for the purpose of recapitulation: 


1st. There are no documents which can show the heads of the rivers Altamaha and the Savannah to be other 
than what the charter and commissions make them to be, as I have already shown. Every document proves that the 
heads of those rivers were not at the fork of the Altamaha, where the Oconee and Ocmulgee meet, nor at the junc- 
tion of the Tugoloo and the Keowee, but at the head of the northern stream of the one, and the head of the southern 
stream of the other. ; 

2d. There are no maps, which had belonged to the trustees of Georgia, in the collections of the Board of Trade. 
It was never considered by the British Government that the country annexed to Georgia, in 1763, was bounded on 
the west by a line drawn from the source of the St. Mary’s river to the junction of the Oconee and Ocmulgee: on 
the contrary, the British Government considered the south boundary of Georgia to be the north boundary of the two 
Floridas as far as the Mississippi. The British geographers have always formed the boundaries of Georgia on this 
principle of extending it westward to the river Mississippi. ‘There was a boundary line run and established, in 
1769, between Georgia and the Creek Indians, which, passing in a northern direction across the frontiers of Georgia, 
has induced some of the map makers to draw a line in the same northern direction, and which has sometimes been 
mistaken for the western boundary of Georgia. There is a map of the Creek line, before mentioned, among the 
papers of the Board of ‘Trade, but it does not apply to the question. } 

3d. The boundary of West Florida was not only extended northward to the 31st degree, in 1763, but,in 1764, to 
32° and 39’, as I have before stated. ‘This leads me to remark what will throw great light on the whole subject. The 
junction of the Yazoo with the Mississippi being fixed by the British Government, who had a right to do so, as the 
north line of West Florida, and this junction being in latitude 32° and 39’, an east line projected from the junction 
of the Yazoo would cross the Savannah river near Hutchin’s ferry, as the same is laid down:in Faden’s map of 
South Carolina and Georgia, 1780. ‘These positions leave a very narrow frontier to Georgia, contrary to what was 
intended by the British Government when that boundary was settled. ‘The extent of this frontier can only be, ac- 
cording to those premises, from the point where the latitude of 32° 39’ intersects the meridian of the head of the 
northern stream of the Savannah river, northward to the head of the northern stream of Savannah. 
; 4th. ‘* With respect to the great question, whether the lands west of Ocmulgee belonged to Georgia or to South 

Carolina, after the grant of Georgia, and whether they have, at any time, been placed by the crown under the juric- 

diction of any other Government,” [ take the liberty to answer, Ist. That the lands lying westward of the Ocmul- 
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gee did not belong to Georgia after the granting of the charter; because, the Ocmulgee being the southern stream of 

the Altamaha, in the contemplation of the crown when the charter was granted, the Ocmulgee must be taken as 
the south boundary of Georgia, the western extent of which was torun tothe South sea from the head of that southern 
stream. 

2d. The surrender of the rights of the proprietors to the crown in 1729, and the authority ‘of an act of Parlia- 
ment, were supposed to suppress the charters granted to them, and to re-invest in the crown any title which they 
could claim under them. The new right, which the crown had thus acquired, was soon exerted in the establishment 
of Georgia. Georgia was settled upon the very principle of being a southern frontier to Carolina. Zhe northern 
stream of the Savannah river was virtually made the southern boundary of South Carolina. The British Govern- 
ment, from this epoch, never considered Carolina, or any part thereof, to lie to the southward of Georgia. 

3d. The country on the south and west of Ocmulgee was, from 1732 to 1763, considered by the crown as its 
waste territories, which were in dispute between Great Britain and Spain, and which, for that reason, had never 
been placed under the jurisdiction of any colonial Government. In fact, neither the Governor nor Legislature of 
South Carolina ever performed any act of jurisdiction over those debatable lands from 1732 to 1763. , 

4th. The grants, which were made of some of those lands by the Governor of South Carolina, in 1763, were 
made in opposition to a strong protest from the Governor of Georgia; were made contrary to the intentions of the : 
crown; and they were made wnwarrantably, as the Board of Trade thought and declared. Whether the law officers : 
of the crown declined to give their opinion of the legality or illegality, of those unwarrantable grants, from design, or : 
accident, does not appear: the Board of Trade virtually admitted their legality, for the purpose of quieting settlement. : 
Had ejectments been brought for the recovery of the lands thus veoh in the courts of Georgia, where they must 
have been brought, the judges and juries of Georgia had declared those grants to be illegal. 

[ have now discussed, in the best manner that I am able, from the documents belonging to the Board of Trade, 
and from other notices, the several points, as to which Mr. Attorney General Bradford desired information: and 
I beg to refer to the several papers, which I have quoted, as the proper vouchers; and which will be found to be the 
same papers, whereof Mr. Attorney Bradford requested to have certified copies. If the research, which I have 
made with pleasure, shall be found to be answerable to his wishes, this agreeable consideration will be my best 
reward. You were indeed so good as to mention, in your letter to me, that a compensation would be made me for 
my services, I must, however, desire you to believe, that the only compensation which I can receive, is the real 
satisfaction of showing my desire of usefulness, and of ‘demonstrating to the United States the liberality of those 
who are connected with the British Government. 

- I embrace the opportunity, which this business gives me, of assuring you of the sincere respect wherewith I very 


truly am, 





Your most faithful and most obedient servant, 


GEO. CHALMERS. 


To Samvuet Bayarp, Esq. &c. &c. 
y. 
Note from Judge Pendleton, of Georgia, in respect to the north boundary of Florida. 


It appears by what has transpired of the negotiations between the United States and Spain, that our commis- 
sioners, as well as those of Great Britain, at the treaty of 1783, took the boundaries of Kast and West Florida as 
laid down in the proclamation of the King of England, dated the 7th of October, 1763, to have been the true boun- 
daries of those provinces when they were finally confirmed to Spain in 1783. Mr. Jefferson, I understand, after all 
his inquiries on the subject, takes the same proclamation as the foundation of our right to extend to the latitude of 
31° north. All our writers on that subject, that I have seen, and all our maps, state 31° as our southern boundary, 
from the same authority. The fact is, that this remained but for a short time the northern boundary of West Flo- 
rida. In the beginning of the year 1764, Governor Johnstone, the first British Governor of that province, obtained 
an extension of its northern boundary, and a new commission was sent him. On the first of November, 1764, Go- 
vernor Johnstone published, by proclamation, his instructions for settling the province, in which he describes the 
northern boundary of West Florida tobe ‘‘a line drawn due east from the confluence of the Mississippi and the 
river Yazoo, which lies in thirty-four degrees north latitude, to the river Appalachicola, or Chattahoochee.” The 
commissions of Governor Elliott,* who succeeded Johnstone, and Chester, who succeeded Elliott, all fixed on 
the same boundaries, and they granted near one million of acres of the lands lying north of the latitude thirty-one 
to individuals. tt seems probable that neither Mr. Jefferson nor the Spanish ministers were apprized of this exten- 
sion of the boundaries of West Florida, but have taken them to be as they were by the proclamation of 1763. 


(The following note was made by Mr. Jefferson after the paper was printed, by order of the Senate.] 


George the Third, by the grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. 
to our trusty and well beloved James Wright, Esquire. greeting: 


Whereas we did, by our letters patent under our great seal of Great Britain, bearing date at Westminster, the 
fourteenth day of May, in the first year of our reign, constitute and appoint you, the said ** James Wright, Esq. to be 
our Captain General and Governor-in-chief in and over our colony of Georgia, in America, lying from the most 
northern stream of a river there commonly called Savannah, all along the seacoast to the southward, unto the most 
southern stream of a certain other great water or river called the Altamaha, and westward: from the heads of the 
said rivers respectively, in direct line to the South seas, and of all that space, circuit, and precinct of lands lying 
within the said boundaries, with the islands in the sea lying opposite to the eastern coast of the said lands within 
twenty leagues of the same, for and during our pleasure,” as by the said recited letters patent, relation being there - 
unto had, may more fully and at large appear. Now know you, that we have revoked and determined, and by 
these presents do revoke and determine, such part, and so much of the said recited letters patent, and every clause. 
article, and thing therein contained, which doth any way relate to, or concern the, limits and bounds of our said 
province as above described. And further know you, that we, reposing especial trust and confidence in the courage 
and loyalty of you, the said James Wright, of our especial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have thought 
fit to constitute and appoint, and by these presents do constitute and appoint you, the said James Wright, to be our 
Captain General and Governor-in-chief-in and over our colony of Georgia, in America, bounded on the north by 
the most northern stream ofa river there commonly called Savannah river as far as the head of the said river, and from 
thence westward as far as our territories extend; on the east, by the sea coast from the said river Savannah to the 
most southern stream of a certain other river called Saint Mary, including all islands within twenty leagues of the 
coast lying between the said rivers Savannah and Saint Mary; and on the south by the said river Saint Mary, as far 
as the head thereof, and from thence westward as far as our territories extend by the north boundary line of our pro- 
vinces of East and West Florida; and we do hereby declare, ordain, and appoint that you, the said James Wright, 
shall and may hold, execute, and enjoy the office and place of our Captain General and Governor-in-chief in and 
over our colony of Georgia, limited and bounded as above described; together with all and singular the powers and 
authorities contained in our said recited letters patent, under our great seal of Great Britain, bearing date at West- ; 
minster, the fourth day of May, in the first year of our reign, except as are herein excepted, for and during our will! ) 








* See Elliott’s commission, page 57, reciting Johnstone’s commission in terms the reverse of .vhat is here stated. 
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and pleasure. In witness whereof, we have caused these our letters to be made patent. Witness our seal at West- 
minster, the twentieth day of January, in the fourth year of our reign. 
' YORK & YORK. 


By writ of privy seal. i 
[Great seal of Great Britain. } 


Georeia, Secretary’s Office, 14th April, 1797. 


(Stamp 40s. ] 


The foregoing contains a true copy from commission beok B, fo. 140. 
; HORATIO MARBURY, for 
JOHN MILTON, Jr. 


An extract from the instructions to the British Governor of West Florida, Peter Chester, taken from an authentic 
copy now in the possession of Philip Livingston, Esq. of New York, who was Secretary of that province under 


Governor Chester, viz: 

“G. R. Instructions to our trusty and well beloved Peter Chester, Esq. our Captain General and Governor-in -chief 
in and over our province of West Florida, in America, and all other our territories dependent thereon. Given 
at our court of St. James’s, the 2d day of March, 1770, and in the tenth year of our reign. 


1, ** With these our instructions you will receive our commission, under our great seal of Great Britain, con- 
stituting you our Captain General and Governor-in-chief in and over our province of West Florida, in America. 
bounded to the southward by the gulf of Mexico, including all islands within six leagues of the coast, from the 
river Appalachicola to lake Pontchartrain; t» the westward, by the said lake, the lake Maurepas, and the river Mis- 
sissippi; to the northward, by a line drawn due: east from the mouth of the Yazoo river, where it unites with the 


Mississippi, due east to the Appalachicola.” 





4th Concress.]} No. 22. [1st Szssron. 





RESERVATIONS IN OHIO. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MAY 3, 1796. 


Mr. Manson, from the committee appuinted to inquire into, and makea statement of, the number of lots of land 
together with the number of acres they contain, as near as may be, that are reserved for the future disposition o 
Congress, in the sale of the lands made to the Ohio Company and others, and to consider the expediency for Gov- 
ernment, at this time, to make provision for the sale thereof, made the following report: 


That they have made such inquiry as in their opinion was necessary to enable them to make the statement re- 
quired, which, however, if not with the greatest degree of precision, ygt, perhaps, sufficiently so for the House to 


act upon. 
The committee find that there have been, by letters patent, under the ov of the President of the United 


States, granted to Rufus Putnam, Manassah Cutler, Robert Oliver, and Griffin Green, in trust for the persons com- 
posing the Ohio Com any, nine hundred and thirteen thousand eight hundred and eighty-three acres of land, mak- 
ing thirty-nine townships and two-thirds of a township within a small fractional part; in each of which townships 
three lots of six hundred and forty acres each, for the future disposition of Congress, making in the whole seventy- 
six thousand one hundred and sixty acres. In the lands granted by letters patent to John Cleves Symmes and his as- 
sociates, amounting to three hundred and eleven thousand six hundred and eighty-two acres, making thirteen and a 
half townships and a small fractional part, in each of which townships there are similar reservations, and which 
amount in the whole to twenty-five thousand nine hundred and sixty acres, making a reservation of one hundred 
and two thousand one hundred and twenty acres, laid out in lots of six hundred and forty acres each, subject to the 
disposition of Congress. Your committee having taken into consideration the situation of those reserved lots of land, 
are of opinion that the public interest will be more promoted by postponing the sale thereof to a future period than 


by offering of them for sale at the time. 
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CONTRACT WITH JOHN CLEVES SYMMES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 5TH OF MAY, 1796. 


The Atrorney GENERAL respectfully reports to the House of Representatives of the United States: 


That, in obedience to their resolution of the 22d of April last, he has examined the several matters set forth in 
their resolution, bearing date the 8th day of March last, and is of opinion that the contract, bearing date the 15th 
day of October, in the year 1788, between the Commissioners of the late Board of Treasury and John Cleves 
Symmes, for a tract of land situate in the northwestern territory, has not been completely fulfilled; that it appears 
to have originated from certain proposals of the said John Cleves Symmes tu Congress, which were agreed to by their 
resolution of the 2d of October, in the year 1787, and to have been made in pursuance of that resolution, and another, 
bearing date the 23d day of the same month; that, substantially, the terms of it were assimilated to those of the con- 
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tract with Cutler and Sargent; and the United States having, in the year 1793, accepted the whole proportion, pay- 
able in military land rights, of the whole quantity of land contained in the contract, and also having passed a law, 
in 1792, respecting the locality of the tract, thereby allowing the boundaries to be changed, appear, by those acts, to 
have recognized and confirmed the special terms of the original contract, the nature of which has not been altered 
by any acts of the parties, so as to render the further interference of Government unnecessary; but, on the con- 
trary, it is indispensably necessary that a law be passed before the thirtieth day of next September, authorizing the 
President of the United States to reserve, for their use, forever, one mile square, within the distance of four miles 
of the mouth of the Great Miami, and to cause the same to be surveyed, marked, and located, by some person to be 
appointed by him; and also authorizing the President of the United States to re-convey and release, unto the said 
John Cleves Symmes, and his associates, in fee simple, within one year after the passing of the said law, the quan- 
tity of fifteen acres, heretofore reserved for the use and accommodation of Fort Washington, and the garrison 
thereof, as will more manifestly appear by reference to the letters patent, dated 30th September, 1794, altering the 
locality of the lands contained in the original contract. 

The Attorney General further reports, that it is necessary, for the completion of the said-contract on the part of 
the United States, that a tract of land, described in the act of the 12th of April, 1792, should be actually surveyed, 
and the boundaries marked by the geographer, or other officer of the United States, and a map, or plot thereof, re- 
turned to the Secretary of the Department of State, who is to be directed to receive it. The period of returning the 
map, or plot, regulates all the further payments yet remaining to he made by the said John Cleves Symmes, and his 
associates, and, therefore, it should be returned without delay. Other considerations, pressing for expedition in this 
business, might be mentioned, if it were necessary. 


All which is most respectfully submitted. ; 
CHARLES LEE, Attorney General. 
May 5, 1796. 








4th Conergss. } No. 24. [1st Session. 


PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS NORTHWEST OF THE OHIO. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MAY 12, 1796. 


Mr. Wurm Smirn, from the committee to whom were referred the petitions of sundry persons claiming pre- 
emption rights, on the ground of an alleged settlement and improvement, made the following report: 


In respect to the petitions of sundry individuals, claiming pre-emption rights on the ground of alleged settle- 
ment and improvement, the committee report: That, inasmuch as illegal settlements on the lands of the United 
States ought not to be encouraged, and, as yielding to the said claims would interfere with the general provisions for 
the sale of the said lands, in their opinion, the prayer of the said petitions ought not to be granted. In respect to 
the petition of James Garnett, legatee and executor of James Mercer, deceased, as the subject therein referred to 
will require more investigation than the lateness of the session will permit, the committee request to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same. 





4th Coneress. ] No. 25. [ist Sesston. 





SLAVERY, AND THE EXCHANGE OF CERTAIN DONATIONS OF LAND IN THE NORTH- 
WESTERN TERRITORY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MAY 12, 1796. 


Mr. Cort, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of John Edgar and others, in behalf of the inha- 
bitants of the counties of St. Clair and Randolph, in the Illinois country, made the following report: 


That the petitioners pray for some alteration or modification of that part of the ordinance of Congress, passed 
on the 13th day of July, 1787, for the government of the territory of the United States northwest of the river Ohio; 
which declares it as one of the ‘‘ articles of compact between the original States and the people and States in the 
said territory, and forever to remain unalterable, unless by common consent; that there shall be neither slavery nor 
involuntary servitude in the said territory.” : 

The petitioners being only four in number, and producing no power by which they claim to petition, even in 
behalf of the inhabitants of the said counties; and no evidence appearing of the wishes of the rest of the inhabitants 
of the said counties; and your committee having information that an alteration of the ordinance, in the manner 
prayed for by the petitioners, would be disagreeable to many of the inhabitants of the said territory: they have con- 
ceived it needless to enter into any consideration of the policy of the measure; being persuaded that, if it could be 
admissible, under any circumstances, a partial application, like the present, could not be listened to: they are 
therefore of opinion that this part of the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted. 

The petitioners further state that, by a resolve of Congress, passed on the 20th day of June, 1788, provision was 
made for laying off certain lands to the heads of families a in the I}inois country; and that a great part, if 
not the whole, of the locations where the said lands were ordered to be laid out is covered by titles acquired under 
the ancient Government of the country; and that part of the said locations is rocky and of little value: wherefore, 
they pray that the said lands may be ordered to be laid out in a different place, and at the public expense. 

‘the committee find that, by the said resolve, the Governor of the territory of the United States northwest of 
the river Ohio was authorized and directed to lay out, as a donation to each of the families residing in the several 
villages of Kaskaskia, Kahokia, La Prairie du Rochers, Fort Chartres, and St. Philip’s, four hundred acres of land, 
in three parallelograms, adjoining, to the villages of Kaskaskia, La Prairie du Rochers, and Kahokia, and be- 
tween the river Mississippi and a ledge of rocks which runs from the Kaskaskia to the river Illinois, af the pubiic 
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expense. That, by an act of Congress, passed on the 3d of March, 1791, the said Governor was authorized and 
directed to confirm all lands which had been actually improved and cultivated, at Vincennes or in the Illinois coun- 
try, under a supposed grant of the same, by any commandant or court claiming authority, to make such grant to the 
persons who have made such improvements, or such — thereof, as he, in his discretion, might judge reasonable, 
not exceeding, to any person, four hundred acres; and the said Governor was further directed to lay out the said do- 
nation lands agreeably to the said resolve of the 20th of June, 1788. 

The committee are not informed that any proceedings have been had under the resolve or act aforesaid, as rela- 
tive to the péople living at Kaskaskia, La Prairie du Rochers, Kahokia, Fort Chartres, or St. Philip’s; and are in- 
formed by the Governor of the Northwestern territory that the locations pointed out in the said resolve for the said 
donation lands are nearly, if not entirely, covered by grants made under the ancient Government of the country, 
or by irregular grants, which are confirmed by the act aforesaid. 

y the late Indian treaty, Post Vincennes, on the Wabash, and the lands adjacent, of which the Indian title has 
been extinguished, and the lands at all other places in the possessiun of the French people, and other white settlers 
among them, of which the Indian title had been extinguished, are reserved to the United States; whether the lands 
on which the petitioners pray to have their donations Taid are included within these reservations does not appear 
with certainty, although it is =— they are not claimed by any Indian tribe. _ ; 

It not appearing how much of the lands on which the said donations were originally directed to be laid, is not 
covered by the said ancient grants, and it being probable that there does not remain uncovered by the said grants a 
sufficiency for satisfying the said donations, the public faith engaged to the people settled at those villages seems to 
require that some further provision should be made. ; 

The committee therefore submit the following resolution: ; : 

Resolved, That the Governor of the territory northwest of the river Ohio be authorized and directed to cause to 
be laid out certain donation lands to the inhabitants of the villages of Kaskaskia, La Prairie du Rochers, Kahokia, 
Fort Chartres, and St. Philip’s, in manner as directed by a resolve of Congress, of the 20th of June, 1788, on an 
lands of equal value with those in the location directed by the said resolve, in the vicinity of those villages, whic 
are the property of the United States, and to which the Indian title has become extinct. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, the humble 
— of the Inhabitants of the counties of St. Clair and Randolph, in the Illinois country, respectfully 
showeth: 


That the sixth article of compact contained in the ordinance of Congress of 1787, for the government of the terri- 
tory northwest of the Ohio, which declares ‘‘'That there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the 
said territory, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes,” is, as your eh humbly conceive, not only con- 
trary to the promise and assurances made them on behalf of the State of Virginia, by the then Colonel, afterwards 
Brigadier General George Rogers Clark, on his taking possession of this country, in the name of the said State, 
whose troops he then commanded, but also contrary to an express fundamental principle in all free countries, 
** that no ex post facto laws should ever be made.” 

Your petitioners then were, and now are, possessed of a number of slaves, which the article above recited seems 
to deprive them of, (perhaps inadvertently) without their consent or concurrence. It may be said, as is the better 
opinion, that all such as were slaves at the date of that ordinance are to continue so during their lives; but then it 
is also said that the issue of such slaves born after that period are absolutely free. Your petitioners, however, hum- 
bly contend that such after-born issue are as much slaves as those born before, because the owners of their parents 
have, and, as your petitioners humbly conceive, always had, as fixed and incontrovertible right to, and interest 
in, the future issue and increase of such slaves as they have to the slaves themselves. That, notwithstanding the 
articles in the said ordinance are said to be ‘‘ articles of compact between the original States and the people and 
States of the said territory,.it is, however, a truth that they were made ex parte by the original States only: for sure 
your poem are that, if the people then in the territory had been called upon to make such compact, they never 
would have consented to enter into one that would deprive them of their most valuable property. 

Your petitioners humbly hope, they will not be thought presumptuous in venturing to disapprove of the article 
concerning slavery in toto, as contrary not only to the interest, but almost to the existence of the country they in- 
habit, where laborers cannot be procured to assist in cultivating the grounds under one dollar per day, exclusive of 
washing, lodging, and boarding; and where every kind of tradesmen are paid from a dollar and a half to two dollars 
per day; neither is there, at these exorbitant prices, a sufficiency of hands to be got for the exigencies of the inhabi- 
tants, who, attached to their native soil, have rather chose toencounter these and many other difficulties, than, by 
i them, remove to the Spanish dominions where slavery is permitted, and consequently the price of labor 
much lower. 

Your petitioners do not wish to increase the number of. slaves already in the dominions of the United States; all 
they hope for or desire, is, that they may be permitted tu introduce from any of the United States such persons, and 
such only, as by the laws of such States are slaves therein. This request your petitioners humbly hope will not be 


_ objected to as unreasonable, even by the greatest opposers to slavery, seeing they do not pray for the introduction of 


any foreign slaves into the territory. 

It is laid down by Blackstone, in his Commentaries, vol. 1, pages 424, 425, ** That a slave or negro, the moment 
he lands in England, becomes a freeman; that is, the law will protect him in the enjoyment of his person and pro- 
perty. Yet with regard to any right which the master may have acquired'to the perpetual service of John or Thomas, 
this will remain exactly in the same state as before: for this is no more than the same state of subjection for life, 
which every apprentice submits to for the space of seven years, or sometimes for a longer term. And whatsoever 
service a negro owed to his American master, the same is he bound to render when brought to England.” It may 
then be clearly deduced from the above authority, that any person purchasing, or otherwise acquiring a slave in any 
of the States, 1s entitled to his perpetual service in this territory as a servant; but as a diversity may happen in the 
opinions of different judges, your petitioners therefore humbly desire and request, should it, in the wisdom of Con- 
gress, be thought unadvisable to repeal the article concerning slavery in toto, that a law may be passed declaratory 
of the above maxim laid down by Blackstone, but under such regulations as may be thought necessary; and that in 
such case, it may be thereby declared how far, or for what period of time, the masters of servants are to beentitled 
to the service of the children of parents, born during such servitude, as an indemnity for the expense of bringing 
them up in their infancy. ae 

_ This mode, it is humbly conceived, will obviate any objections that may be made to the continuation or introduc- 
tion of slavery into the territory, even by its most strenuous opposers; will undoubtedly ameliorate the condition of 
those, who, being slaves in the United States, may be so fortunate as to be brought into the territory as servants for 
lifes and will be the means, perhaps, in a great degree, of attaining that object so much wished for by some—* a gra- 
dual abolition of slavery.” 

And your petitioners further beg leave to represent, that the resolves of Congress, of 20th June and 29th August, 
1788, making a donation of four hundred acres of land to each of those who were heads of families in the [Illinois 
country in the year 1783, does, generally speaking, direct the same to be laid off on lands the private property of 
different inhabitants in the respective villages therein, who claim the same, by virtue of grants made thereof, ih fee 
by the former Governments of the country; and that especially, every foot of land (Fort Chartres excepted) between 
the ridge of rocks and the river Mississippi, and between the mouth of the river Kaskaskia and the villages of Kas- 
kaskia, Prairie du Rochers, and St. Philip’s, and for several miles upwards, is private property, the same having, as 
before mentioned, been granted and conceded in fee by authority of the French Government, and now owned and 
occupied by divers _ individuals. And they beg leave also to observe, that the lands on the face of the said 
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ridge of rocks, and for some distance in rear, are broken limestone lands, full of sink holes, with, in general, but a 
very thin soil, and in many places none at all, the rocks appearing on the surface, so that they are not of any present 
value or utility: that there is, however, a body of good farming Jands on the Kaskaskia river, a few miles above the 
village of that name, at a place called ‘‘the Long Prairie,”? where they would wish to lay their donation lands on, 
and as it was the humane intention of the then Congress to give such of your petitioners as are entitled thereto such 
lands as would prove a resource to them, whenever the Indian trade should be exhausted, and which is now in a 
manner entirely decayed, they cannot but hope, but that they will be permitted to lay the same at that place, the 
Indian titles to which, they are credibly informed, are extinguished. This method of laying off the donation lands 
in one compact body will, they humbly submit, be more beneficial to the United States, than laying them off, accord- 
ing to the last law, in four different bodies, for the four respective villages. ; 

And your petitioners further show, that, by a late law of the United States, it is ordained, that the expense of 
surveying the lands belonging to the inhabitants of * Vincennes should be defrayed by the public; and as the same 
reasons which conduced to the making of that law may be equally applied to the Illinois country, they have every 
reason to hope that no distinction will be made between the inhabitants of both places, and that therefore the bene- 
ficial effects thereof will be also extended to them. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, that the sixth article of compact in the ordinance of 1787 may either be 
repealed or altered, so as to give permission to introduce slaves into the said territory from any of the original States, 
or otherwise; that a law may be made permitting the introduction of such slaves as servants for life, and that it may 
be enacted for what period the children of such servants shall serve the master of their parents. That the expense 
of surveying their lands may be paid by the United States; that they may be permitted to lay their donation of four 
hundred acres of jand at the said prairie, called the Long Prairie, and running up the river Kaskaskia, in such form 
as may be directed by law for quantity; and that they may have such further and other relief in the premises, as to 
the — and wisdom of the United States may seem meet. And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever 

ray, &c. 
. For and on behalf of the inhabitants of the said counties of St. Clair and Randolph. 
JOHN EDGAR, 
WILLIAM MORRISON, 
WILLIAM St. CLAIR, 


Kaskaskia, January 12, 1796. JOHN DUMOULIN. 
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MILITARY LAND CLAIMS PRIOR TO THE REVOLUTION. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MAY 17, 1796. 


Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Alexander Fowler, made the 
following report: 

That this petitioner claims a right to locate certain land warrants, now in his possession, on unlocated lands 
now belonging to the United States in the territory northwest of the Ohio. ‘These warrants he obtained on the 
16th day of February, 1781, in Virginia, signed by John Harvie, Register of the Land Office, directed to the 
principal surveyor of any county within the Commonwealth of Virginia, to the amount of ten thousand acres, on a 
right he acquired by virtue of a proclamation of the King of Great Britain in 1763; which gave him (the petitioner) 
_ right, as a reduced military officer, to locate lands in any of the then British provinces on the continent of North 
America. 

He further states, that, in the year 1783, he petitioned Congress for a right to locate his warrants in the Western 
territory, which petition was referred to a committee, who reported a resolution in his favor. He now prays that he 
may be allowed to locate his warrants in the territory northwest of the river Ohio, in pursuance to the resolution 
reported by the above mentioned committee. 

On an investigation of this claim the committee find, that the King of Great Britain, on the 7th day of October, 
1763, issued a proclamation, directing the Governors of the then several provinces on the continent of North 
America, to grant, without fee or reward, to such reduced officers as had served in North America during the then 
late war with France, as were actually residing in North America, and should personally apply for the same; to each 
subaltern officer, two thousand acres, &c. The committee find that this petitioner has in his hands, which are 
herewith laid before the House, five land warrants, for two thousand acres of land each, signed by John Harvie, 
Register of the Land Office, directed to the principal surveyor of any county within the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
dated 16th day of February, 1781: one purporting to have been issued to the petitioner himself, in his own right, and 
the other four to him as assignee for the several officers therein named, all counting on the proclamation of the King 
of Great Britain of 1763, and declaring that the petitioner had complied with the act of the Commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia in such case provided. On the back of these warrants there are endorsements as follow, viz. on one, Alex- 
ander Fowler, six thousand acres, entered February 25th, 1782; on another, five thousand acres, entered December 
26th, 1783; on another, five thousand acres, entered December 26th, 1783; on another, Alexander Fowler, four thou- 
sand acres, entered February 25th, 1782. 

Another document attends these papers, which is a certificate of A. Breckenridge, surveyor of Jefferson county, 
in Kentucky, dated 25th June, 1795, certifying that he did, on the 25th day of April, 1794, put into the hands of 
James Francis Moore, Esquire, the warrants now presented herewith, and that they were, at that time, unappro- 
priated, and that no land had been, or could be, obtained in that State by virtue of said warrants. 

The above statement contains all the facts proved to your committee. together with the proof itself. 

The petitioner has further stated that he could not obtain lands on these warrants in Virginia. 2 

From this statement of facts the committee do not conceive themselves justified in granting any thing on this pe- 
tition. The resolution reported by the committee in 1783, contemplates the petitioner having a right ‘‘to locate 
these warrants, on proving his claim under the proclamation of the King of Great Britain in 1763; and not only on 
proving the same, but on producing a certificate of his having returned into the Land Office of Virginia those war- 
rants which were issued in consequence of his said claims.” All the proof which the committee have been able to 
extract from the above, is, that in 1781 the petitioner obtained warrants, as has been stated above, for ten thousand 
acres of land. It is not in proof before the committee, that any timely exertions have been made by the petitioner 
to obtain Jands, or that he has not obtained lands upon them, unless the appearance of the warrants and Brecken- 
ridge’s certificate shall justify such a conclusion; nor is there proof that the petitioner was a reduced officer. The 
committee suppose, that when the petitioner had made his option to take land warrants from the State of Virginia, 
for his claim under any right he might have by virtue of the said proclamation of 1763, his right was satisfied, unless 
it should appear that, by some mistake, he could obtain no lands by said warrants; which last fact does not appear, 
and even if it did, his claim would be doubtful: and the committee are convinced there was a sufficiency of the best 
of lands, which might have been obtained in the then State of Virginia on those warrants. 

They are, therefore, of opinion the prayer of this petitioner ought not to be granted. 
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CLAIMS OF CERTAIN COMPANIES UNDER A LAW OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, MAY 20, 1796. 


Mr. Burr, from the committee to whom was referred the report of the Attorney General on the 29th April, re- 
specting the lands situated in the southwestern parts of the United States, made the following report: 


Whereas, from documents laid before Congress pursuant to a resolution of the 3d day of March, 1795, questions 
appear to arise as toa claim of the United States, as, well of property as jurisdiction, of certain lands within the 
bounds following, to wit: North by the cession of South Carolina, west by the Mississippi, south by the thirty- 
first degree of latitude, and east by the river Chattahoochee, and a line from the head thereof due north to the south 
Carolina cession; the jurisdiction of which territory is also claimed by the State of Georgia, and the property there- 
of, or of certain parts thereof, as well by the State of Georgia as by certain individuals claiming under the said 
State; and whereas, it is highly expedient that the rights of the parties as well to property as to jurisdiction, should 
be ascertained and dectared, and that the minds of those claiming or holding should be quieted, and that provision 
should be made for the temporary government of the inhabitants of the territory aforesaid. It is, therefore, Resolved, 
That the President of the United States be authorized to treat and conclude (subject to the ratification or dissent of 
Congress) with the State of Georgia, for the cession of the claim of said State to jurisdiction in and over the said 
territory, and to adopt such measures as to him shall seem expedient (subject to the future approbation of Congress) 
for ascertaining, declaring, confirming, by an agreement to be entered into between the parties aforesaid, their respec- 
tive claims to the territory aforesaid. 2d. That as soon as the ratifications of the treaty lately concluded with His 
Catholic Majesty shall be exchanged, the President of the United States be authorized to establish a temporary 
Government in and over the inhabitants of all that tract of country lying within the territory aforesaid, and bounded 
as follows, to wit: West by the Mississippi, north by a line to be drawn due east from the mouth of the Yazoo to 
the Chattahoochee, east by the Chattahoochee, and south by the thirty-first degree of latitude, conformably with the 
ordinance of Congress of the 13th day of July, 1787, such temporary government to continue until the end of the e 
next session of Congress, without prejudice to the right of any State or individual whatsoever. 


Notse.—For the report of the Attorney General, see No. 21. 





(1st Szssron. 


4th Concress. ] No. 28. 





APPLICATION FOR LAND AT REDUCED PRICES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MAY 31, 1796. 


Mr. Tracey, from the committee to whom was —< the petition of Hannibal William Dobbyn, made the fol- 
owing report: 


That the petitioner prays for a special license to purchase lands in the Northwestern territory of the United States, 
at as cheap a rate by the acre as he could have done in 1789, if a land office had at that time been opened. 

He applied, he says, to Congress, in 1789, for leave to purchase lands for himself and several others, all reputa- 
ble people of Ireland, and that a committee was appointed, who reported in his favor, and in consequence, many 
persons, his associates, sold their property with a view of emigrating to America, and have lived on their capital ever 
since, in expectation of purchasing lands agreeably to the prayer of the aforesaid petition. 

The committee find an application was made to Congress in 1789 by the petitioner, for leave to purchase lands in the 
Western territory: that a committee reported on the said petition, that liberty should be given to purchase a tract 
not less than fifty thousand acres in one survey, at a price which was left blank in the report. 

That the House took up the same, and made no Seciden, but referred the whole to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, in July, 1790;* the Secretary of the Treasury reported on the said petition a general plan for the sale of the 
Western lands. In this situation the matter has rested until the present application, and no decision has been made 

_ by Congress that could relate to the subject, until this session. 

The committee are of opinion no discrimination can be made in favor of the present petiticner, and that to allow 
any person to purchase at a price lower than the general law provides, would be attended with many evil conse- 
quences. They are, therefore, of opinion that the prayer of this petition ought not to be granted. 








*See No. 3. 
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LAND CLAIMANTS [IN THE NORTHWESTERN TERRITORY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 3, 1797. 


Mr. Griswoxp, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of Amos Ailes and others, inhabitants of Red 
Stone settlement, in the State of Pennsylvania, made the following report: 


_ That the petitioners state in their petition that, in the year 1785, they obtained from the district court at Post St. 
Vincennes a grant of four aundred acres of land each, and, on the payment of the consideration and fees, the said 
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court issued patents therefor, which were recorded. ‘That they employed a person to erect a cabin, and to clear and 
fence a small piece of ground, on each of their lots; that the person whom they employed afterwards fell by the 
Indians. That, in 1786, they proceeded to the rapids of the Ohio, with an intent to settle said lands, but found the 
attempt too hazardous. That they have since made two other attempts to settle said lands, but have been prevented 
by Indian hostilities. That, in 1796, they applied to Governor Sinclair for a confirmation of their titles to said 
lands, but the Governor, on full consideration, hath declined confirming their titles. They pray for a confirmation 
of their titles to said lands. th a 

The committee did not find any vouchers accompanying this petition, or any person possessed of vouchers, to 
establish the facts therein stated; they did not, however, think it necessary to delay their report for the purpose of 
pane 4 pas as the petition itself, in the opinion of the committee, afforded sufficient consideration on which to 
ground a report. 
~The on have not found any document which authorized the District Court at Post St. Vincennes, in the 


. year 1785, to grant the lands of the United States, or issue patents therefor: they are of opinion that every grant, at 


that time, by that court was unauthorized and void. 

On examining the Journals of Congress, the committee find that measures were adopted, soon after the American 
war, to quiet ancient settlers in the lands they possessed, in the year 1783, at Post St. Vincennes, and to prevent 
intruders from possessing the lands of the United States in that vicinity; and, so early as April, 1787, Congress 
directed a military force to dispossess certain lawless intruders who had taken possession of Post St. Vincennes. 

The committee further find that, in March, 1791, Congress passed an act to quiet the ancient settlers at Post St. 
Vincennes in their lands, and likewise, in the same act, authorized the Governor of the Northwestern territory to 
confirm to the actual settlers at that place such land or parts thereof as they had obtained by supposed grants from 
any court claiming authority to make such grants, not exceeding four hundred acres to each settler. 

As these petitioners did not come within the provisions of this act, not having been actual settlers at Post St. Vin- 
cennes, their claim was rejected by the Governor of the Northwestern territory; and the committee are of opinion 
that Congress have gone as far in that act to quiet the unauthorized settlements at that place as justice or policy 
requires, and that the claim of these petitioners, having nothing to support it but a grant issued from a tribunal unau- 
thorized to make it, ought to be rejected. 
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ILLINOIS AND WABASH LAND COMPANY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, JANUARY 13, 1797, 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, the memo- 
rial of the Illinois and Wabash Land Company respectfully showeth: 


That your memorialists, with all deference, as becometh good and faithful citizens, have heretofore presented 
sundry memorials and petitions to Congress, setting forth their claim and title to certain lands lawfully and bona 
Side purchased, as they conceive, from the native lords and absolute proprietors of the soil, under the sanction of 
the British Government, prior to the Revolution and declaration of American independence; that our first memo- 
rial and petition was taken up in the year 1781, by the committee to whom the cessions of New York, Virginia, 
Connecticut, and the petitions of the Indiana, Vandalia, and the said Illinois and Wabash Land Companies were 
referred, and a report thereupon made to Congress; but it does not appear that the said report was any further acted 
upon, under the old confederation, than so far as related to the land cessions of the said dheee States of New York, 
Virginia, and Connecticut, the claims of the private companies being postponed or left undetermined; that the Illi- 
nois and Wabash company continued to prosecute their claim, by subsequent memorials and petitions to Congress, 
until the formation and adoption of the present happy constitution of the United States, and then afterwards took 
an early opportunity to renew their memorials and petitions to the Senate and House of Representatives, recapitu- 
lating their former memorials and petitions, and stating anew— 

1. That their purchase was made with full notoriety, from Indian tribes, aborigines, and lawful possessors of the 
soil, who, being free and independent, and having never alienated their property nor the pre-emption thereof, had. 
at the time of the purchase by your memorialists, an absolute and indefeasible right to sell and convey the same to 
any persons or companies whomsoever, and that they did sell and convey, accordingly, tojyour memorialists, no law 
or prerogative of any power on earth prohibiting, or having a right to prohibit them, by treaty or conquest, or other- 
wise, in their transactions or doings. 

2. That the said purchase was made antecedent to the American Revolution, in open council, at a public treat 
held under the sanction and authority of the.Crown of Great Britain, and when it was well understood that such 
purchase was lawful from any of the native lords of the soil (the Six Nations only excepted, who had sold the right 
of their territory to the Crown of Great Britain.) : 

In support of this doctrine your memorialists submitted to the committees of both Houses of Congress the follow- 
ing Jaw documents, as set forth more at large in the printed state of their case, which accompanies this memo- 
rial, viz: 

The great Crown lawyers of England, Pratt, Yorke, and Dunning, two of whom were afterwards Lords Chan- 
cellors of the realm, gave their opinion to the Crown as followeth, viz: 


‘“* That, with respect to such places as have been or shall be acquired by treaty or grant from any of the Indian 
Princes or Governments, even the King’s letters patents or confirmation was not necessary, the property of the 
soil pape ne the grantees by the Indian grants, subject only to His Majesty’s right of sovereignty over the settle- 
ments, as English settlements, and over the inhabitants, as English subjects.” 

In the famous case of Major Mason’s purchase of the Moheagan Indians, on the 15th of August, 1659, (which 
was litigated for near seventy years, and at last determined in England before the highest appellate judicature for 
the colonies) the greatest law characters, (some of whom have been mentioned before) such as Yorke, De Grey, 
Dunning, Jackson, Wedderburne, &c. being concerned, it was agreed in every stage of the transaction, and decided, 
after repeated hearings, ** that the fo grant, subsequent to Mason’s purchase from the natives, could give no legal 
title to the lands in dispute; and, although a title might have been unquestionably derived under the charter of Con- 
necticut, and subsequent patents from the colony, yet that title was deserted by the counsel on both sides, and the 
title to the lands established upon the foundation of the Indian deeds, and the conveyance made by Major Mason 
to the colony, (although the deeds from the Indians appeared to be attended with many exceptionable circum- 
= the payment of the consideration to the natives, at such distance of time and place, could not be fully 
proved. 


That the purchase made by your memorialists was not only notorious and of recent date, has been stated above; 
and the consideration specified in the deeds was bona fide paid by the company, in open council, at the said public 
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treaty, the receipt thereof publicly acknowledged in the body of the deeds then publicly executed, and the deeds 
themselves acknowledged and recorded, in the proper places of record in the country, according to law, in the Go- 
vernment then existing. ; . ; ; 

That the consideration paid (besides many valuable presents made during the treaty) exceed in value what had 
ever before been paid for any similar purchase, by States or individuals, and the receipt of the same as well as the 
validity of the purchase never denied, but on all subsequent public occasions constantly acknowledged by the said 
tribes and nations, and their descendants, to the present day. Nor have any other nation or nations, tribe or tribes 
of Indians, set up or pretended any right or claim to the lands in question, nor any State or individual citizen or 
citizens to the pre-emption right of the same. | : : : ; ; 

That such being the state of your memorialists’ claim and title prior to the declaration of the independence of 
the United States, they conceive their rights remain sound and unforfeited, and have never been relinquished under 
the Revolution, nor can be touched by any ex post facto ordinance or law, but continue unimpeached and upon the 
same basis of law and equity as they were under the British Government prior to the Revolution, saving to the 
United States the sovereignty over the citizens and settlers in point of jurisdiction and Government. 

That your memorialists, nevertheless, considering the extent of their purchase and title, and that from reasons of 

olicy and public good, States as well as individual companies and societies may and ought to accommodate their 
interests to the interests and good order of the General Government; and, considering further, that subsequent 
negotiations with the native Indians, notwithstanding the alienation of their property, may be necessary, in order to 
a complete settlement of. their country, with their perfect consent, so far as sold and alienated, your memorialists, 
in their last (in part) recited memorial proposed ‘‘ to surrender and convey to the United & ates the lands described 
or meant to be describe¢ in their deeds from the Indians, on the proviso that the United States re-convey one-fourth 
part of the said lands to the company, according to such location or locations of the same as may be reasonably 
agreed upon, whereby the United States may derive from the true and native proprietors of the soil a just and abso- 
lute title to a large and valuable tract of —- not otherwise treated for nor purchased by them, nor the pre- 
emption thereof, and this without any new purchase or consideration, except so far as is usual in the recognition of 
purchases, and brightening the chain of friendship at subsequent treaties.” ; 

That, in pursuance of our former memorial to the effect above stated, the Senate and House of Representatives 
appointed committees of their respective bodies to take the same into consideration, and report thereon; that the 
said committees having met jointly and heard them, (your memorialists) were pleased to report separately, viz: 


The committee of the Senate reported as followeth, viz: 


“ The committee of the Senate, to whom was referred the memorial of the Illinois and Wabash Land Companies, 
report: 


‘“* That the claims of the petitioners are founded on two deeds mentioned in the said petition; one of which to 
William Murray and others, who are called the Illinois Company, is dated July 5th, 1773, and the other to Lord 
Dunmore and others, who are styled the Wabash Company, bears date October 18th, 1775. ; 

‘* That the said petitioners have proposed to surrender and convey to the United States all the lands described, 
or meant to be described, in the abovementioned deeds from the Indians, on the proviso that the United States 
re-convey tu the company one-fourth part of the said lands. ; 

‘¢ That, in the opinion of the committee, deeds obtained by private persons from the Indians, without any ante- 
cedent authority or subsequent confirmation from the Government, could not vest in the grantees mentioned in such 
deeds a title to the lands therein described. 

* That the petitioners do not suggest any such antecedent authority, or subsequent confirmation, in the present 
case; and, therefore, in the opinion of the committee, the said petitioners have not a legal title to the said lands. 

** That the proceeds of the sales of lands in the Western territory belonging to the United States are appropri- 
ated towards discharging the debts for the payment whereof the United States are holden. 

‘* The petitioners allege that the considerations specified in the said deeds were paid to the Indians, and were, 
at least as valuable as any that were given on similar occasions, and that the Indians named in the said deeds were 
owners of the land. ca 

**On these points the committee give no opinion; but, for the reasons above, expressed, they think it would not 
be expedient for the Government of the United States to accede to the aforementioned proposition of the petitioners.” 


The committee of the House of Representatives reported as followeth, viz: 


* The committee to whom was referred the memorial of the Illinois and Wabash Land Companies, report: 


“‘ That the claims of the petitioners are founded on two deeds mentioned in the said petition, one of which, to 
William Murray and others, who are called the Illinois Company, is dated 5th July, 1773, and the other to Lord 
Dunmore and others, who are styled the Wabash Company, bears date October 18th, 1775. 

** That the said petitioners have proposed to surrender and convey to the United States all the lands described. 
or meant to be described in the abovementioned deed from the Indians, on the proviso that the United States re-con- 
vey to the company one-fourth part of the said lands. 

‘* And that, in the opinion of the committee, the said deeds having been given by the Indians, proprietors of the 
soil, before the declaration of the independence of the United States, for a valuable consideration, bona fide paid, 
are sufficient to extinguish the Indian title to the lands therein described. 

“ And, therefore, that, on principles of justice and equity, the United States should agree to the proposal afore- 
said, made by the petitioners.” 

_ The foregoing reports have not yet been taken into discussion by either House of Congress, and your memori- 
alists cannot help beng urgent that a decision should be speedily had, as the original cost and interest, exclusive of 
the consideration money to the Indians, amounts to forty thousand pounds sterling, at least. 

The a of the committee of the House of emmy is, “* That on the principles of equity and justice 
the United States should agree to our proposal.” e report of the committee of the Senate is, that ** deeds obtain- 
ed by private persons from the Indians, without any antecedent authority or subsequent confirmation from the Go- 
vernment, vest no title in the grantees.” This, we have already shown, from the highest law authorities, was not 
the doctrine under the Government of Great Britain at the time of the purchase, “a that no antecedent authority 
nor subsequent confirmation was necessary for that Government, except in the case of the Six Nation Indians, 
who alone had sold their pre-emption rights to that Government. 

Your memorialists, therefore, anxious that this business should be brought to a speedy decision, comporting with 
the magnanimity of the United States and justice to all their citizens, respectfully pray that the reports of the com- 
mittees aforesaid may be now taken up in their respective Houses, in order that, if a compromise cannot be made, 
agreeably to the principles of the memorial and the report of the committee of the House of Representatives, the 
Congress may, in their wisdom and justice, devise some method for a judicial decision of the principle on which the 
report of the committee of the Senate is founded. And your memorialists shall ever pray, &c. 

By order and on behalf of the company. 
' JAMES WILSON, President. 


Norz. This memorial was referred to a committee consisting of Messrs. Ross, Livermore, Tracy, Tazewell, and Stockton, 
and on the 3d February, 1797, Mr. Ross reported ‘* That it will be expedient to adopt the report of the committee of the Senate 
of the United States, made upon the memorial of this Company on the 26th of March, 1792.” (See No. 11.) On this report the 
Senate passed the following resolution: (February 16, 1797) ** Resolved, That the report be adopted.” ‘ 
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EXTENSION OF CREDIT ON LANDS SOLD. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 30TH DAY OF JANUARY, 1797. 


Mr. Nicnuotas made the following report: 


The committee appointed to inquire into the progress made in carrying into effect the act, entitled “An act providing 
for the sale of the lands of the United States, in the territory northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth 
of Kentucky river,” and, also, whether any, and what alterations may be necessary in the same, 


Beg leave to refer tu a letter from the Secretary of the ‘I'reasury, and sundry papers accompanying the same, 
for information respecting the proceedings under the said law; and are of opinion that it is expedient to extend 
a time of credit directed by the said law; and therefore submit the following resolution to the consideration of the 

ouse: 

Resolved, That the act, entitled ‘*An act providing for the sale of the lands of the United States, in the' territory 
northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river,” ought to be amended s0 as to require only 
one-fifth of the amount of any purchase money, including the deposit, to be paid within thirty days from the sale, 
and to require the payment of the residue of any purchase money only in four equal annual sums. 


Treasury DepartMeENT, January 24, 1797. 


Sir: 

In reply to your letter of the 11th, transmitting the resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 5th 
instant, I have the honor to inform you, that as soon as the surveys and documents could be collected and arranged, 
relative to the seven ranges of townships, which were surveyed in pursuance of an ordinance of Congress, passed on 
the 20th of May, 1785, measures were taken for executing the directions contained in the act of the last session, 
passed on the 18th day of May, 1796. _ ; 

The papers marked A and Bb, herewith transmitted, are copies of the notifications which were published in each 
of the States. The map C contains a specification of the lots sold in New York, those reserved by the United States, 
and those directed to be sold at Pittsburg and Philadelphia. 

The accounts of sales at Pittsburg have not been adjusted: from the returns received, it appears that nearly forty- 
nine thousand acres were sold, subject to the conditions of the law. The amount of the sales is reported to be one 
hundred and twelve thousand one hundred and thirty-five dollars and forty-five cents, of which forty thousand six 
hundred and sixteen dollars and fifty-eight cents have been received. It is represented that some forfeitures have 
occurred, and that more may be expected; the result cannot be known until the accounts shall have been adjusted. The 
enclosed statement, marked D, by the auditor. exhibits a general view of the returns already made to the treasury. 

The whole of the sections were repeatedly exposed to sale, at Pittsburg, but without success, further than has 
been mentioned; the actual sales were confined to sections near the river Ohio. 

The quarter townships, directed to be exposed for sale in Philadelphia, have been repeatedly offered since the 
4th instant, but without the least success. 

Indeed, it is now certain that none of the quarter townships will be sold. 

The resignation of Mr. De Witt, who was first appointed Surveyor General; the unavoidable delays which at- 
tended a designation of his successor; the want of an appropriation of money; and the constant pressure of more 
urgent business, have delayed any definitive arrangements, in respect to the new surveys directed by the act of 
Congress; they are expected to be completed, however, during the present winter. 

In the surveys made pursuant to the ordinance of May 20, 1785, only the exfernal lines of the townships were 
surveyed; the interior divisions into sections were never actually run; of course, the quantities of land in the frac- 
tional townships and sections are no otherwise known than by a calculation by a geometrical scale. ‘This calcula- 
tion cannot be accurate. ‘fo prevent future complaints of deception by the public, this circumstance was publicly 
announced at Pittsburg, at the time of sale. 

It is alleged by some, that the price of two dollars is above the value of the lands, especially for. such considera- 
ble tracts as quarter townships; this opinion, and the present scarcity of money, are the causes which prevent sales. 

I apprehend that the purchasers of sections, and fractions of sections, will be exposed to great trouble in 
ascertaining the situation of their lands, owing to the defective plan upon which the surveys were made, under the 
ordinance of 1785. ‘This tends to discourage purchasers, not resident in the neighboring country, and to expose the 
lands belonging to the United States to the hazard of intrusive settlements. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
- OLIVER WOLCOTT, Jun. 
Joun Nicuonas, Esq. Secretary of the Treasury. 
Chairman of a Committee of the House of Representatives. 
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ILLINOIS AND WABASH LAND COMPANY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE THIRD DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1797. 


Mr. Jeremran Suirn made the following report: 


The cominittee to whom was referred the memorial of the Illinois and Wabash Land Companies, recalling to the 
view of Congress their former memorial, and the reports of the committees of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives thereon, have met a committee of the Senate, appointed on the same subject, and, after hearing the 
agents of the said companies, both committees have agreed to the following report: 


That it will be expedient to adopt the report of the committee of the Senate of the United States, made on 
the petition of the said companies, en the 26th of March, 1792, as follows: 


a 








* 
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“The committee of the Senate, to whom was referred the memorial of the Illinois and Wabash Land Companies, 
report: 

‘‘ That the claims of the petitioners are founded on two deeds mentioned in the said petition; one of which to 
William Murray and others, who are called the Illinois Company, is dated July 5, 1773; and the other to Lord 
Dunmore and others, who are styled the Wabash Company, bears date October 18, 1775. ; 

*¢ That the said petitioners have proposed to surrender and convey to the United States all the lands described, 
or meant to be described, in the above mentioned deeds from the Indians, on the proviso that the United States re- 
convey to the company one-fourth part of the said lands. 

‘‘ That, in the opinion of the committee, deeds obtained by private persons from the Indians, without any ante- 
cedent authority, or subsequent confirmation from the Government, could not vest in the grantees mentioned in such 
deeds a title to the land therein described. ; 

‘* That the petitioners do not suggest any such antecedent authority, or subsequent confirmation, in the present 
case; and, therefore, in the opinion of the committee, the said petitioners have not a legal title to the said lands. 

‘* That the proceeds of the sales of lands in the Western territory belonging to the United States are appro- 
priated towards discharging the debts for the payment whereof the United States are holden. 

“ The petitioners allege that the considerations specified in the said deeds were paid to the Indians, and were 
at least as valuable as any that were given on similar occasions; and that the Indians named in the said deeds 
were owners of the land. j 

‘On these points, the committee give no opinion; but, for the reasons above expressed, they think it would not 
be expedient for the Government of the United States to accede to the aforementioned proposition of the petitioners.” 


The committee, therefore, report the following resolution: : 
Resolved, That the prayer of the memorial of the said Illinois and Wabash Land Companies, cannot be granted. 
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CONTRACT WITH JOHN CLEVES SYMMES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 9, 1797. 


Mr. Gatiatin made the following report: 


The committee to whom were referred the memorial of John Cleves Symmes, and the report of the Attorney Gene- 
ral,* relative to the contract entered into between the said Symmes and the United States, for some Western 


lands, report the following statement of facts: 


On the fifteenth of October, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, the late Board of Treasury, by virtue 
of resolutions of Congress of the twenty-third and twenty-seventh of July, and twenty-third of October, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty-seven, contracted with John Cleves Symmes and his associates, for a grant of a tract 
of land lying in the Western country, and bounded westwardly by the Great Miami, southwardly by the Ohio, east- 
wardly by a line beginning on the Ohio, at a spot twenty miles distant, and above the mouth of the Great Miami, 
and extending from the said spot, in a course parallel with the general course of the Great Miami, and northwardly 
by a line running due east and west, from the last mentioned line to the Great Miami, so as to include one million 
of acres, reserving, however, five lots out of each township, contained in the said million of acres, and agreeing that 
the United States should cause the said tract to be surveyed, and the boundary lines of the same to be plainly mark- 
ed; a plat thereof to be returned to the Board of ‘Treasury, and a counterpart of the same to John Cleves Symmes. 
For which tract the said John Cleves Symmes agreed to pay at the rate of two-thirds of a dollar per acre (an allow- 
ance of one-third of a dollar being made from the sum of one dollar per acre for bad lands and incidental — 
for such quanty of land as should be found to be comprised in the said tract, after deducting the lots to be reserve 
as aforesaid. The sum of eighty-two thousand one hundred and ninety-eight dollars, (one-seventh in military rights, 
and the residue in public securities of the United States) had been paid into the treasury of the United States by the 
said Symmes, before the ensealing of the contract, and the remainder was to be paid in manner following, that 

housand one hundred and ninety-eight dollars within one month after the said plat 


is to say: the sum of eighty-two thous and | : i t Y i 
should have been delivered, and the lines and boundaries of the said tract ascertained, as aforesaid, and the residue 


in six equal payments, to be respectively made at the expiration of six months, one year, eighteen months, two years, 
two years and a-half, and three years after the delivery of the said plat; the said payments to be made in gold or 
silver, or securities of the United States; provided that, if such payments, or any part thereof, were made in securi- 
ties, only the principal sums therein specified should be applied to such payments, the said Symmes agreeing to take © 
indents for the interest that might be due thereon, prior to the completion of the plat aforesaid, and that the interest 
which might have accrued upon the same, after the date of the completion of the said plat, should be the property of the 
United States, without any allowance to the said Symmes for the same, and should be paid and allowed to the said 
United States: And provided also, that one equal seventh part of the said payments might be made in rights for 
bounties of lands, by rendering the same acre for acre, instead of gold or silver, or public securities. _[t was fur- 
ther agreed, that the said John Cleves Symmes should, at his expense, within seven years after the delivery of the 
said plat, subdivide the whole of the same tract into townships and lots; that he should have a right to take immedi- 
ate prone of a part of the same tract, bounded on the river Ohio, including one hundred and twenty-three thou- 
sand two hundred and ninety seven acres; (still excepting the lots reserved as aforesaid) that, upon his making the 
payment of eighty-two thousand one hundred and ninety-eight dollars, specified to be made within one month after 
the delivery of the plat aforesaid, he should receive a conveyance in fee simple from the United States, for two hun- 
dred and forty-six thousand five hundred and ninety-four acres, part of the said tract of land, and that, upon every 
remaining payment being made, he should receive a similar conveyance for 4 further proportional part of the said tract. 

By a resolution of Congress, passed the twelfth of August, one thousand seven hundred and ninety, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury was authorized to direct the making any surveys that remained to be made so as to comply, 
on the part of the United States, with several contracts made with the late Board of Treasury, for lands in the West- 
ern territory: and, on the twentieth of November, one thousand seven hundred and ninety, the late Secretary of the 
Treasury did accordingly commit to Mr. Israel Ludlow, the making, amongst others, of the survey of the tract con- 
tracted for with Mr. Symmes. But, owing toa variety of incidents and disappointments, caused by the Indian war, 
detailed in Mr. Ludlow’s letter, to the Secretary of the Treasury, dated the sixth of May, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-two, he had not been able, at that time, to complete the survey. But it appeared that the line in- 
tended for the eastern boundary of the survey would cross several times the Little Miami, and interfere with the 
tract of land reserved by the State of Virginia; and on the other hand, Mr. Symmes had taken possession of, and, 
in a great degree, sold a tract not included within the boundaries of his contract, and extending from the upper limit 
of the same, on the Ohio, up and along the said river to the mouth of the Little Miami. 


*See No. 23. 
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By an act of Congress, passed the twelfth of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, the President 
of the United States was authorized, at the request of John Cleves Symmes, or his agent, to alter the contract above 
mentioned for the sale of a tract of land of one million of acres, in such manner, that the said tract might extend 
from the mouth of the Great Miami, to the mouth of the Little Miami, and be bounded by the river Ohio on the 
south, by the Great Miami on the west, by the Little Miami on the east, and by a parallel of latitude on the north 
extending from the Great Miami, to the Little Miami, so as to comprehend the proposed quantity of one million of 
acres, provided that the northern limits of the said tract should not interfere with the boundary line established by 
the treaty at Fort Harmar between the United States and the Indians. ; 

On the eleventh of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, a petition was presented to Congress, 
signed ** John Cleves Symmes, by Jonathan Dayton, his agent, and one of his associates,” stating, that from the ad- 
vanced price of certificates, resulted the impossibility of a strict fulfilment of the contract, and requesting that a 
title might be made to him for so much of the land as had already been paid for, and that he might be indulged with 
terms as favorable as those granted to the Ohio Company. 

And by another act of Congress, passed the fifth of May, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, the 
President of the United States was authorized to grant, in fee simple, to John C. Symmes, and his associates: First, 
as much land as the payments already made by them, under their contract aforesaid, would pay for, estimating the 
lands at two-thirds of a dollar per acre: Secondly, one other tract of one hundred and six thousand, eight hundred 
and fifty-seven acres; enabed, that the said Symmes, his agents or associates, should pay, within six months, war- 
rants which issued for army bounty rights, sufficient for that purpose, according to the provisions of the resolves of 
Congress, of the twenty-third of July and second of October, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven: and 
thirdly, a township of six miles square, in trust for the use of an academy, agreeably toa clause of the original con- 
tract. ‘ 

The care of making the survey, in conformity to the act of Congress of the twelfth of April, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-two, was, on the twenty-fifth of November, ensuing, committed by the late Secretary of the 
Treasury, to Mr. Israel Ludlow, and this last, by a letter, dated the tenth of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-three, informed the Secretary that he had carried into effect, as far as practicable, his instructions, having 
completed the survey of the tract contained between the two Miami rivers, extending as far northwardly as the head 
of Little Miami, and had found that little more than five hundred thousand acres were included therein. ‘The plat 
of the survey itself, as returned to the Treasury Department, and bearing date the tenth of January, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four, is certified by Mr. Ludlow.to have been made, according to the said act of the 
twelfth of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, and to contain five hundred and forty-three thousand 
nine hundred and fifty acres, within the boundaries designated by that law. No document has been furnished to the 
committee showing that the counterpart of the plat was officially delivered to Mr. Symmes, although it appears that 
he is at present possessed of it. 

On the 8th of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, Mr. Symmes, by a letter to the late Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, declared, that he agreed to alter the contract, in the manner proposed in the act of Congress 
of the 12th of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, and, on the 29th September, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-four, he formally requested the President, that the said contract should be altered, so as to in- 
clude only the tract mentioned in the act of the 12th of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, butted, 
bounded, and described, as in the said act was set forth; and at the same time he, for himself, his associates, and 
their heirs, remised, released, and quitted claim unto the United States, all right, title, interest, claim, and demand 
whatever, in and to so much of the lands contained and included within the bounds and limits described in the first 
contract, as is not contained, meant, and intended to be contained and included within the bounds and limits desig- 
nated by the abovementioned act of Congress of the 12th of April, one thousand seven hundred and santy aah 
On the 30th of September, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, the President of the United States, by his* 
letters patent, assented to the alteration; and on the same day, in conformity to the act of Congress of the 5th of 
May, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, he also granted to the said Symmes, and his associates, all that 
tract of land bounded on the south by the river Ohio, on the west by the Great Miami, on the east by the Little 
Miami, and on the north by a parallel of latitude to be run from the Great Miami to the Little Miami, soas to com- 
prehend three hundred and eleven thousand six hundred and eighty-two acres, reserving five lots out of each town- 
ship contained in the said tract, and further declaring that one oe township of six miles square, to be located 
nearly in the centre of the tract thus granted, was granted, and should be holden in trust, for the sole purpose of 
erecting an academy and endowing the same; the said parallel of latitude forming the boundary of the tract, thus 
eranted, to be run within five years, by the said Symmes, from certain points which shall have been ascertained by 
{srael Ludlow, on the two Miamis, according to the survey returned to the Treasury Department, on the 24th of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four. 

Upon a consideration of those facts, the committee are of opinion— 


ist. That the application made by Mr. Symmes to have the original boundaries altered, in conformity to the act 
of the 12th of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two (which application was made more than nine 
months after the return of the survey ascertaining the quantity of Jand contained within the boundaries designated 
by that act) and his release of all the lands not included within the new limits set forth in that law, are a complete 
relinquishment of all the lands not contained in Mr. Ludlow’s survey returned to the Treasury Department, and 
that he has no claim whatever, either in justice or equity, to any part of the land out of the said survey. 

2dly. That, although Mr. Symmes has made: no payment since the completion of the survey, yet as he never 
has formally reiinquished his claim to the lands contained within the same, and as there is no proof of the counter- 
part of the plat having been formally delivered to him, he still preserves an equitable claim on two hundred and 
thirty-two thousand two hundred and sixty-eight acres, being that part of Mr. Ludlow’s survey not included in 
the patent already granted to Mr. Symmes; from which quantity must, however, be deducted as usual, the lots re- 
served by the original contract. 

The committee further state, that, in settling the accounts of Mr. Symmes and associates, at the time the patent 
aforesaid, for three hundred and eleven thousand six hundred and eighty-two acres, was granted to them, they 
were credited by ninety-five thousand two hundred and fifty acres, in army land warrants, at the rate of one dollar 
per acre, and pine been charged for the lands included in the patent, at the rate of two-thirds of a dollar per 
acre, according to the terms of the contract, they, in fact, received one hundred and forty-two thousand eight hun- 
dred and seventy-five acres for the ninety-five nat two hundred and fifty acres paid in army land warrants, 
or at the rate of one acre and a half for every acre in military bounties paid by them. Although this mode of set- 
tlement was approved by the then Attorney General, the committee are of opinion, that it was directly in opposi- 
tion to the original resolutions of Congress, and terms of the contract, by which it is declared, that the purchasers 
may pay a certain proportion in military bounties, by rendering the same acre for acres and they further find, by 
a letter of Mr. Symmes, dated the seventeenth of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, and by a 
copy of the propositions and statement of the late ‘l'reasury Board to John Cleves Symmes, enclosed in the said 
letter, that it was well understood by both parties, at the time of making the contract, that the purchaser was to be 
allowed only one acre for every acre in military bounties paid by him. 

The committee also find, that it is essentially necessary, that immediate measures should be taken to locate the 
township reserved for an academy, which is included in the patent granted to Mr. Symmes and his associates; they 
therefore submit the foilowing resolution: : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, authorizing the President of the United States to 
grant in fee simple, to John C. Symmes and his associates, that part of the tract of land, the boundaries whereof 
are ascertained by a survey executed in conformity to the act of Congress, entitled, ‘‘ An act for ascertaining the 
bounds of a tract of land purchased by John Cleves Symmes,” and returned to the Treasury Department, the 10th 
of January, onz thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, which is not included within the bounds of the grant al- 
ready made on the 30th of September, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, to the said John Cleves Symmes 
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and his associates, excepting and reserving out of the same the lots reserved by the original contract entered into 
between the United States and the said Symmes and his associates: Provided, that the said John Cleves Symmes 
and his associates shail, previously, in conformity to the terms of the original contract, make the requisite payments 
for the tract to be granted to them, and for the forty-seven thousand six hundred and twenty-five acres, part of the 
grant already made to them on the 30th of September; one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, for which they 
have not yet paid any consideration. And provided, also, That the township reserved for an academy shall have pre- 
viously been located and secured, according to the terms of the contract, and of the resolutions and law of Congress 
relative thereto. 
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CLAIMANTS UNDER JOHN CLEVES SYMMES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, FEBRUARY 25, 1797. 


To the Honorable the Senate of the United States, the memorial of the subscribers respectfully shows: 


That, by the act of 1792, ‘ for ascertaining the bounds of a tract of land purchased by John Cleves Symmes,” 
the said tract is declared to “‘extend from the mouth of the Great Miami to the mouth of the Little Miami, and be 
bounded by the river Ohio on the south; by the Great Miami on the west; by the Little Miami on the east; and 
by a parallel of latitude on the north, extending from the Great Miami to the Little Miami; so as to comprehend 
the proposed quantity of one million of acres: Provided, That the northern limits of the said tract shall not interfere 
with the boundary line established by the treaty of Fort Harmar.” 

That, afterwards, it appears Mr. Symmes accepted a patent for three hundred thousand acres of this land, 
without formally relinquishing his right of pre-emption to the remainder. ae : 

That he applied to Congress, during their present session, for a grant of the land so remaining; and that a bill 
has, in consequence, passed the House of Representatives, intending to vest in him a part only of the whole pre- 
emption he claims: and which bill, should it pass into a law, would prove seriously injurious to your memorialists, 
who have accepted different releases from Mr. Symmes, of all his right of pre-emption to the following lands lying 
within the Miami purchase, viz: Those parts of the seventh, eighth, and ninth entire ranges, which lie between the 
Great Miami and Chillicothe, or Mad river, are released to the subscriber, Peyton Short; and to the subscriber, 
George Turner, are released the contents of a township in the ninth entire range, bounded westwardly by Chilli- 
cothe river: which lands your memorialists have caused to be completely and accurately surveyed; have established, 
in their respective parts thereof, towns and flourishing settlements, and caused roads of communication to be sur- 
veyed and cut. That, in the prosecution of these improvements, your memorialists have severally incurred heavy 
expenses, as can be made to appear by vouchers in their possession. 

That these settlements form the present frontier of the Miami country; and, being but a short distance from 
Greenville, and other military posts, have proved of real advantage to the public, by furnishing to the army supplies 
of corn, beef, &c. on cheap terms; and that they are important, besides, to the country in the rear, by contributing 
to the protection of its inhabitants. ; 

And, lastly, that your memorialists are each allowed, by the abovementioned deeds of release, to accept of a patent 
for the lands in their own names, without the intervention of Mr. Symmes, on paying the United States for the 
same the price per acre established by the contract. 

Your memorialists, therefore, pray your honorable House to take into consideration the peculiar hardships of their 
respective cases, and to propose such a modification of the bill, recently passed through the other House, as may 
entitle your memorialists to patents for the lands in question, upon payment, at a short day, of the contract price 


for the same. 
G. TURNER, 
PEYTON SHORT. 


Information for the Committee on the Memorial of Judge Turner and Mr. Short. 


Putvapecpuia, February 28, 1797. 


I have given to Jonathan Donnel, for surveying and laying off in sections, of one mile square each, a tract of 
land, lying between the Big Miami and Mad rivers, and containing, by his map, the quantity of eighty-six thousand 
seven hundred acres, nearly the sum of four hundred dollars. I cannot precisely name the sum, as I have no papers 
with me relative tu that business; not having contemplated that any occurrence might make it necessary for me to 
produce them in this place. : 

_ Thave, moreover, established a town on the Big Miami river, about thirteen miles above its confluence with Mad 
river, to which I have given the name of Livingston, the laying out of which into in and out lots, has cost mea consi- 
derable sum of money; and have caused to be cut, from the town of Dayton to the said town of Livingston, a wagon 
road of about aegen or eighteen miles in length; the undertaker of which I have not yet fully paid, although I have 
advanced him upPWards of sixty dollars. 

As this town was to be the most remote frontier of the Northwestern territory, to encourage settlers thereon, I 
was under the necessity of giving them a considerable bounty in the lots thereof, and to sell them, of any lands 
within the aforesaid survey, to the amount of eight sections, above a line to include twenty thousand acres within 
the confluence of the Big Miamii and Mad rivers, their choice at one dollar per acre; which, in the opinion of the 
best judges on that subject, would be in a ratio of valuation as one dollar is to thirty-three and a third cents; there- 
by, to a certain extent, reducing the average value of lands purchased by me at sixty-six and two-thirds cents, 
fifty per cent.; and, in addition to the within recited expenses, making a sacrifice to that amount for the common 
good of the Western country. . 

These are things, however, which candor directgaé to confess I should not have done, had I considered Judge 
Symmes’s contract as standing on questionable ground. Nor did I ever hear more than a faint rumor on this head, 
until a few months previous to the present session of Congress. 

The lands which I have sold, as marked by asterisks in my map, are the following, viz: 


The North half of the twenty second section, first township, ninth range. 
Do. thirty-third section, second township, ninth range. 

Do. twenty-fifth section, second township, ninth range. 

Southwest quarter of the twenty-third section, first township, ninth range. 


“ 0. ninth section, first township, ninth range. 
Pp 
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Southwest ga of the seventh section, second township, ninth range. 
0 second section, second —— ninth range. 
I 


Do. ° thirtieth section, second township, eighth range. 
Do. thirty-third section, second township, eighth range. 
Do. twentieth section, second township, eighth range. 
Do. twenty-first section, second township, eighth range. 
Do. seventh section, second township, ninth range. 

Do. second section, second township, ninth range, 

Do. twenty-eighth section, first township, ninth range. 


On the last mentioned section the town of Livingston is established. The other sections, being partly fractional, 


make up, in the whole, somewhat more than eight entire sections. ; 
The tenor of my contract with the purchasers of the aforesaid sections, (who are now actual settlers) is, to the 


best of my recollection, in this form: 








Received of the sum of ——, in consideration for —— section, —— township, —— range of townships in 
the Miami purchase; and I do oblige myself, my heirs, &c. so soon as Judge Symmes shall be invested with the fee 
thereof, under title from the United States, to make, or cause to be made, to the said —— a good and sufficient 
title, in fee simple, for the aforesaid section of land. 

PEYTON SHORT. 
4th Coneress. ] No. 35. [2d Szsston. 





CLAIMS ON THE LANDS CEDED BY NORTH CAROLINA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, MARCH 1, 1797. 


Mr. Hittuovse, from the committee to whom were referred the letter and enclosures from the Governor of North 
Carolina, relative to the extinguishment of the Indian title to lands granted to T. Glasgow & Co. by the State 
of North Carolina, the address of the Legislature of the State of ‘Tennessee on the same subject, and also the 
petition of J. Glasgow and others, relative to lands entered in the office of John Armstrong, Esq. and since ceded 


to the United States, reported: 


That the State of North Carolina did, by a law passed on the 2d day of May, 1778, declare the western boun- 
dary, or line of said State, comprehending all the lands then claimed to have been ceded by the Indians or conquered 
from them, which line did not extend so far westwardly or into the Indian country as the present boundary line 
between the United States and the Indian tribes; declaring all past entries or surveys to be void, and prohibiting all 
future entries or surveys over and beyond said line, which was also recognized by a law passed the 13th of Septem- 
ber, 1780. On the 17th of May, 1783, said State passed a law declaring it expedient to extend the western boun- 
dary of said State, and that the same was in and by said law extended to the Mississippi, including the lands in 
question, and opening a land office for entering and surveying the same for the discharge of certain debts of said 
State contracted during the late war; excepting from such entry and survey, certain tracts described in said act, 
and declared to be reserved for the Indians and other special purposes. The entries and surveys which have been 
made by the claimants on the lands in question, were under said act and an act of the 2d of June, 1784, but it does 
not appear that the Indian title to said lands has ever been extinguished. ‘The treaty of Hopewell, between the 
United States and the Cherokee tribe of Indians, made on the 28th of November, 1785, established a line between 
the United States and said tribe, excluded a large portion of the lands which are claimed to have been entered and 
surveyed under said acts; at which treaty the agent of North Carolina attended and entered his protest against it as 
intrenching upon the rights of that State; this treaty was, however, agreed to, and ratified by the United States and 
said tribe, on the 21st of November, 1789. North Carolina acceded to the present constitution of the United States, 
and on the 22d of December following, passed an act ceding to the United States all her claim to territory lying 
west of a certain line, and including all the said lands; in which cession it is, among other things, made a condition, 
* that all entries made by or grants made to all and every person or persons whatsoever, agreeably to law, and 
within the limits thereby intended to be ceded to the United States should have the same force and effect as if such 
cession had not been made; and that all and every right of occupancy and pre-emption, and every other right re- 
served by any act or acts to persons settled on and occupying lands within the limits of the lands hereby intended 
to be ceded as aforesaid, shall continue to be in full force, in the same manner as if the cession had not been made, 
and as conditions upon which the said Jands are ceded to the United States; which cession was, by an act of Con- 
gress of the 2d of April, 1790, accepted. On the 2d of July, 1791, the treaty of Holston was made with the said 
Cherokee tribe of Indians; in which the present boundary line between the United States and the said Indian tribe 
was established, and all the lands lying beyond the said line secured thereby to the said tribe. It appears to the 
committee that whatever right the claimants have can be no other than a pre-emptive right to said land, and only 
such of them as by conforming to the laws of the State of North Carolina, so as to have secured to themselves a title 
under such laws, and cannot claim of the United States any thing more than a confirmation of that title; and, there- 
fore, recommend the following resolution: 

Resolved, That as soon as the Indian title to the said lands shall be extinguished under the authority of the 
United States, by purchase or otherwise, provision ought by law to be made to secure to such of thé said claimants, 
as by conforming to the laws of North Carolina have secured to themselves a title to the right of pre-emption 


under such laws, the occupancy and possession of such lands. 


Nore.—For the papers referred to in this report, see Indian Affairs, No. 75, page 624. 
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CLAIMS TO LAND IN LUZERNE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, MARCH 2, 1797. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
the petition of the subscribers, holders of land in the county of Luzerne, and State of Pennsylvania, respectfully 


represents: 


That, by the charter of Charles II. to the colony of Connecticut, that colony was bounded on the north by the 
Massachusetts colony, and extending from the Narraganset bay on the east to the South Sea on the west, in longi- 
tude as the Massachusetts colony. That in the year 1753, a large number of persons, to the amount of six hundred 
and ninety, relying on the force of that charter, formed themselves into a company under the name of the Susque- 
hanna Company, who afterwards, by consent of the colony of Connecticut, purchased of the Indians assembled at a 
council fire at Albany, by a deed dated the 11th day of July, 1754, a large tract of land containing in breadth one 
degree of latitude, and in length extending from ten miles east of the Susquehanna river, one hundred and.twenty 
miles west. That in the year 1762, the company made settlements on the land, and ever since, although with sume 
interruptions, have continued to hold and possess the same under the title of the ther colony, now State of Connec- 
ticut; that the settlers before and during the late war were numerous, so that they furnished the continental army 
with three hundred men at one time, and they now exceed thirteen thousand persons. 

Your petitioners would further represent, that the same lands were claimed by the successors of William Penn, 
as coming within the charter granted to him by Charles II. nineteen years posterior to the grant to the colony of 
Connecticut. The colony of Connecticut, however, maintained its jurisdiction, and the settlers were organized 
into a county, and Sh hapa in its Legislature, until the 30th day ot December, 1782, when the jurisdiction of the 
purchase was decreed to be in the State of Pennsylvania, bya court of commissioners formed at Trenton, agreeably 
to the second clause of the ninth article of the confederation of the United States. That the State of Pennsylvania, 
soon after that decree, attempted to dispossess the settlers by military force, without a trial for the private right of 
soil. That the Susquehanna Company had no right to a hearing before that court, nor could the settlers be impli- 
cated in that decree; but they applied to Congress fora court to be instituted to decide the private right of soil between 
them and the State of Pennsylvania, and the claimants under that State. That this application was opposed by Penn- 
sylvania, and although once ordered by Congress, through various obstacles and delays which the applicants could not 
vane, the court of commissioners never met. That the violence of the, measures taken by the State of Pennsylvania 
prevented the settlers from becoming citizens of that State for several years, although they frequently offered to submit 
to their laws and jurisdiction, on condition that they might be guarantied in the peaceable possession of their lands. 
That afterwards the Legislature of Pennsylvania embraced their offers, and on the 28th day of March, 1787, con- 
firmed to the settlers the lands acquired by them previous to the decree before mentioned, and the ‘inhabitants 
thereupon adopted the laws, and have ever since demeaned themselves as citizens of Pennsylvania, That in con- 
sequence of that law many strangers came into that county and purchased the land thus confirmed to the original 
settlers, whereon great and valuable improvements have been made. ‘That afterwards, on the Ist day of April, 
1790, the Legislature of Pennsylvania passed an act purporting the repeal of the confirming act aforesaid, by which 
means the dispute has been procrastinated to this time. ‘The settlers and holders of land under that purchase, now 
find suits instituted against them before the circuit court for Pennsylvania district, and before the common law 
courts of the State of Pennsylvania. That the establishment of the new constitution of the United States has super- 
seded the fair and impartial trial provided in such cases under the old confederation, and no law under the former 
has contemplated a trial by jury, where the whole of the citizens of a State are strongly interested in the suit. As 
the law now stands, the trials of our titles must be had in Pennsylvania, and the jury must be composed of its citi- 
zens. In this situation, those who are to decide on our rights, on the just decision of which depend the comforts and 
happiness of a numerous people, prejudiced against us as they are, we can have no expectation of that fair and im- 
partial result, which would tend to reconcile us to that fate, which, if unfavorable, must prove our ruin. We, 
therefore, pray that Congress will take our peculiar circumstances into consideration, and provide us the means of 
having a trial by an impartial jury in some State which is not interested in the controversy, or in such manner as 
shall seem to -ou expedient. And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

PUTNAM CATLIN, Agent for the inhabitants of Luzerne county. 
NATHAN BEACH, 

BENJAMIN SMITH, 

ABRAHAM BRADLEY, Jr. 

JOHN FRANKLIN, 

JOHN JENKINS. 


Puitapetenia, March 1st, 1797. 





4th Coneress. } . No. 37. [2d Session. 


SOUTHERN AND WESTERN LIMITS OF GEORGIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, MARCH 2, 1797. 


Mr. Ross made the following report: 


‘The committee to whom were referred the resolutions of the Senate respecting the southern and western boundary 
of Georgia, having had the same under consideration, beg leave to submit the following report: 


Georgia was created by charter from the King of Great Britain, dated in June, 1732, and originally bounded on 
the north by the northern stream of the river Savannah, on the south by the most southern stream (the Ocmulgee) 
of the Altamaha, and westward from the heads of the said rivers, respectively, to the South Seas. It was intended 
as a frontier establishment to strengthen and protect the settlements of South Carolina, and probably to form the 
southern and western boundary of that province. The country between the Altamaha and St. Mary’s, being in 
dispute between Britain and Spain, was excluded from the Georgia charter. 

In 1752, the charter of Georgia was surrendered to the Crown, which, from thenceforward, possessed exclusively 
over this, as well as over all other colonies which were Crown a the power of enlarging or diminishing the 
boundaries of the province. By a proclamation, dated 7th of October, 1763, the lands lying between the rivers A! - 
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tamaha and St. Mary’s were added to Georgia, and, by the same instrument, “all the lands and territories lying to 
the westward of the sources of the rivers which fall into the sea from the west and northwest are reserved under 
the sovereignty, protection, and dominion of the King,” which would appear to have excluded and extinguished all 
jurisdiction in Georgia over the lands beyond the sources of these rivers, and to have vested it in the Crown. Like 
the country beyond the Ohio, the lands thus reserved west of Georgia constituted a territory out of which new co- 
lonies might from time to time be erected. This opinion is fortified by the actual exercise of this _— of juris- 


diction by the Crown. It enlarged the government of West Florida, by extending its limits northward toa line 
drawn due east from the mouth of the river Yazoo to the Appalachicola, thereby adding more than a degree and a half 
in breadth to that province. This was not complained of in Georgia, nor was it considered as an encroachments nor 
does it appear from any document that Georgia, before the Revolution, ever claimed or exercised any jurisdiction to 
the westward of the sources of the Ocmulgee river. 

The King of Great Britain having, previous to the independence of the United States, severed and annexed to 
West Florida that portion of the reserved territory which lies to the south of a parallel drawn due east from the 
mouth of the Yazoo to the Appalachicola, there can be no doubt that this territory did not revert to Georgia by our 
treaties with Great Britain and Spain, but now belongs to the United States. And, if the foregoing construction of 
the proclamation is just, Georgia can have no good title to the lands lying west of a line drawn from the head of 
St. Mary’s river to the source of Ocmulgee, or west of the sources of the rivers which fall into the sea from the 
west and northwest. But. inasmuch as this boundary has never been ascertained, and, in its nature, must, in 
many places, be uncertain, and as the State of Georgia has claimed and exercised jurisdiction over a great portion of 
this territory, your committee are of opinion that an amicable and conciliatory plan of accommodating these adverse 
claims should be adopted by the United States, and for that purpose they recommend the following resolutions: 

1. That the President of the United States be authorized to appoint three commissioners, who, or any two of 
whom, shall have full power to treat, adjust, and determine, with such commissioners as shall be appointed for that 
purpose by the State of Georgia, all interfering claims of the United States and Georgia to the lands lying west of 
a line drawn from the head of St. Mary’s river to the source of the Ocmulgee, and west of the sources of the 
rivers which fall into the sea from the west and the northwest. 

2. That the President of the United States be requested to take measures for ascertaining the number of inha- 
bitants in this disputed territory, the places of their residence, and their right to the soil they now possess. And 
that he request from the State of Georgia its consent that a temporary government be established, under the author- 
ity of the United States over this territory, to continue no longer than the duration of the present dispute; and it is 
hereby declared that the assent of the State to this measure shall, in no respect, be construed so as to affect its title 
to the lands or the jurisdiction of the country. 

3. That, if the consent of Georgia shall be obtained for that purpose, the President is hereby authorized to 
establish a territorial government in the above described country, similar to that of the Western territory, and to 
appoint all the necessary officers therein, whose commissions shall be in force until the end of the next session of 
Congress; and they shall respectively enjoy and receive the same compensations for their services as the present 
officers for the Western territory are entitled to receive by law. 
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APPLICATION FOR LANDS AT REDUCED PRICE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 16, 1798. 


Mr. Griswotp, from the committee to whom was referred the memorial of John Spafford, and others, made the fol- 
lowing report: 


That these memorialists request permission to purchase of the United States a tract of land in the Northwest ter- 
ritory, on terms different from those prescribed by the law regulating the sale of the public lands. The committee 
are of opinion that the sale of lands of the United States can, with propriety, only be regulated by established rules 
prescribed by law; and if the mode of sale now adopted is defective or inconvenient, those defects can only be 
remedied by a revision of the law already in force. 

The committee are likewise of opinion that no individual applications to the Legislature for the purchase of land 
can be admissible; and that the prayer of this petition ought not to be granted. 
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VIRGINIA MILITARY BOUNTY LANDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 23, 1798. 


Mr. Dwicut Fosrer, from the Committee of Claims, to whom were referred the petitions of John Nelson, and of 
Susannah Russell, widow and administratrix of Charles Russell, deceased, made the following report: 


That the object of these petitions is to obtain compensation for lands located under the laws of Virginia, before 
its deed of cession to the United States, in the part of the country ceded to the Indians by the treaty of Hopewell, 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-six. 

This subject has repeatedly been presented to the view of the House. A report of Mr. Jefferson, when Secre- 
tary of State, upon the petition of John Rogers, an officer in the Virginia line, in the same situation with Mr, Nelson 
and Mr. Russell, stating the situation and merits of these claims, is subjoined. ‘To that report the committee ask 
leave to refer; and at the same time they report, as their opinion, that the United States are not bound to satisfy 
these claims, or any others of the like kind. 
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Fesruary 16, 1793. 


The SzereTary or Stare, to whom was referred, by the House of Representatives of the United States, the petition 
of John Rogers, setting forth, that, as an officer of the State of Virginia, during the late war, he became entitled 
to two thousand acres of lands on the northeast side of the Tennessee, at its confluence with the Ohio, and to 
two thousand four hundred acres in different parcels, between the same river and the Mississippi, all of them 
within the former limit of Virginia, which lands were allotted to him, under an act of the Legislature of Virginia, 
before its deed of cession to the United States; that by the treaty of Hopewell in 1786, the part of the country 
comprehending those lands, was ceded to the Chickasaw Indians, and praying compensation for the same, reports: 


That the portion of country comprehending the said parcels of land has been ever understood to be claimed, 
and has certainly been used by the Chickasaw and Cherokee Indians, for their hunting grounds; the Chickasaws 
holding exclusively from the Mississippi to the ‘Tennessee, and extending their claims across that river, eastwardly, 
into the claims of the Cherokees, their conterminous neighbors. , 

That the Government of Virginia was so well apprised of the rights of the Chickasaws to a portion of country 
within the limit of that State, that, about the year 1780, they instructed their agent residing with the southern In- 
dians, to avail himself of the first opportunity which should offer, to purchase the same from them; and that, there- 
fore, any act of that Legislature, allotting these lands to their officers and soldiers, must probably have been passed 
on the supposition that a purchase of the Indian right would be made, which purchase, however, has never been 


made. 

That, at the treaty of Hopewell, the true boundary between the United States, on the one part, and the Chero- 
kees and Chickasaws, on the other, was examined into, and acknowledged; and, by consent of all parties, the un- 
settled limits between the Cherokees and Chickasaws were at the same time ascertained, and in that part particu- 
larly were declared to be the high lands dividing the waters of the Cumberland and ‘Tennessee, whereby the whole 
of the petitioner’s locations were found to be in the Chickasaw country. _ ‘ ; 

That the right of occupation of the Cherokees and Chickasaws, in this portion of country, having never been 
obtained by the United States, or those under whom they claim, it cannot be said to have been ceded by them at the 
treaty of Hopewell, but only recognized as belonging to the Chickasaws, and retained to them. ; 

hat the country south of the Ohio was formerly contested between the Six Nations and the Southern Indians 
for hunting grounds. ‘di 
That the Six Nations sold, for a valuable consideration, to the then Government their right to that country, de- 
scribing it as extending from the mouth of the Tennessee upwards. ‘That no evidence can, at this time and place, 
‘be procured, as to the right of the Southern Indians, that is to say, the Cherokees and Chickasaws, to the same 
countrys but it is believed that they voluntarily withdrew their claims within the Cumberland river, retaining their 
right so far, which consequently could not be conveyed from them, or to us, by the act of the Six Nations, unless it 
be proved that the Six Nations had acquired a right to the country between the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers, 
by conquest over the Cherokees and Chickasaws, which, it is believed, cannot be proved. ; ; ; 

That, therefore, the location of the petitioner must be considered as made within the Indian territory, and in- 
susceptible of being reduced into his possession, until the Indian right be purchased. 

That this places him on the same footing with Charles Russell, and others, officers of the same State, who had located 
their bounty lands in like manner within the Chickasaw lines, whose case was laid before the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States at their last session, and remains undecided on: and that the same, and no other measure, 
should be dealt to this petitioner, which shall be provided for them. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, Secretary of State. 


JANUARY 22, 1792. 


The Secretary or Stare, to whom was referred, by the President of the United States, the letter of the Governor 
of Virginia, of January 7th, 1792, which, with the report of a committee of the House of Delegates of that Common- 
wealth, of December 12th, 1791, and resolution of the General Assembly thereon, of December 17th, on the case 
of Charles Russell, late an officer in the service of the said Commonwealth, stating that a considerable part of 
the tract of country allotted for the officers and soldiers, having fallen into the State of North Carolina, on the 
extension of their common boundary, the Legislature of the said State had, in 1781, passed an act, substituting 
in lieu thereof the tract of country between the said boundary and the rivers Mississippi, Ohio and ‘Tennessee, 
and subjecting the same to the claims of their officers and soldiers: that the said Charles Russell had, in conse- 
quence thereof, directed warrants for two thousand six hundred and sixty-six and two thirds acres of land, to 
be located within the said tract of country; but that the same belonging to the Chickasaws, he is unable to obtain 
aright thereto, and that there are other officers and soldiers of the said Commonwealth under like circum- 
stances, reports: 


That the tract of country before described is within the boundaries of the Chickasaw nation, as established by 
the treaty of Hopewell, the 10th day of January, 1786. 

That the right of occupancy of the said lands, therefore, being vested in the said nation, the case of the said Charles 
Russell, and other officers and soldiers of the said Commonwealth, becomes proper to be referred to the Legislature 
of the United States for their consideration. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON. 
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PROGRESS OF SURVEYS NORTHWEST OF THE OHIO. ° 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, MAY 3, 1798, 


The Secretary of the Treasury, in obedience to the order of the Senate, passed on the 17th day of April, 1798, 
respectfully submits the following report: 


Ist. In March, 1797, soon after an appropriation was made for defraying the expenses incident to the office of 
the Surveyor General, instructions were issued to that officer to take measures for ascertaining the outlines of the 
lands to which the Indian titles were extinguished by the treaty of Greenville, in August, 1795. In consequence, 
an agreement was made for running the line from Fort Recovery to Loraine’s Stone, and from thence to the ‘Tus- 

arawas branch of the Muskingum river. Information has been received that the line from the Tuskarawas river 
_ to the point mentioned in the treaty near Loraine’s Stone, has been actually run and marked, with only a deviation 
of about twenty-three chains, near the latter place. As the error has happened to be disadvantageous to the Indians, 
measures for correcting it have been recommended, especially if the Indians shall appear to be dissatisfied. 
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2d. No contracts have been yet made for surveying the lands below the Great Miami, or between the Scioto. 
and the purchase made by the Ohio neg or the lands between the Connecticut claim, and the seven ranges of 
townships surveyed under the ordinance of May 20th, 1785. Surveys in one or more of the above mentioned tracts 
are, however, expected to be commenced during the ensuing session. 

3d. The tract allotted for satisfying the military land warrants, by the act passed on the Ist of June, 1796, enti- 
tled ‘* An act for regulating the grants of land appropriated for military services, and for the Society of the United 
Brethren for propagating the Gospel among the Heathen, has been principally surveyed. It was expected that the 
surveys and returns would have been completed before this time. 

The delay is to be attributed to the sickness of some of the surveyors, and to the severity of the last winter. 
Whenever it shall be ascertained that the surveys are finished, the notification required by the second section of the 
aforesaid act will be immediately published. 

4th. The tracts granted to the Moravian Society at Schoenbrunn, Gnadenhutten, and Salem, have been surveyed, 
and the necessary returns made to the Departments of State. 

The Secretary respectfully suggests that inconveniences are experienced from the direction contained in the fifth 
section of the act of May 5, 1796, which requires that the time of commencing sales shall be previously notified for 
two months in all the States, and in the Northwestern territory. If the law should be so modified as to authorize 
sales at certain stated Fe it 1s believed that the good effects of the existing regulation would be secured, while, 
at the same time, the disadvantages, delay, and expense, incident to repeated notifications would be avoided. 

It appears necessary that the Senate should be informed that John Cleves Symmes, Esq. has requested that a 
survey may be made, and a map furnished, of the remainder of a tract of one million of acres of land, mentioned in a 
contract made with the late Board of Treasury, and not included in the patents granted, pursuant to the acts passed 
on the 12th day of April, and the 5th day of May, 1792, and that notice has been given of an intention to make a 
tender at the Treasury under the said contract. No measures have been taken for effecting a survey as requested, 
nor has the proposed tender been yet made. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


OLIVER WOLCOTT, Secretary of the Treasury. 


REASURY DEPARTMEN b. 2, 1798, 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, Feb. 2, 1798 
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APPLICATIONS FOR LAND AT REDUCED PRICES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MAY 19, 1798. 


Mr. Gattatin, from the committee to whom were referred the memorial of Hannibal William Dobbyn, and the 
petition of John Ellyson, made the following report: 


That the petitioners respectively applied for a grant of lands in the territory northwest of the Ohio, upon terms 
different from those now provided by law. 

That the committee, being instructed to inquire generally whether any amendments are necessary in the law 
providing for the sale of the said lands, are of opinion, that it would be improper to alter the terms of sale in favor 
of any individual; but, that any alterations that may be thought expedient ought to apply generally. 

he committee, therefore, submit the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the memorial of Hannibal William Dobbyn, and of the petition of John Ellyson, 

ought not to be granted. 
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SALES OF LANDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JUNE 13, 1798. 


Mr. Gattatin, from the committee appointed to inquire and report what progress has been made in the execution 
of the act “* providing for the sale of the lands of the United States, in the territory northwest of the river Ohio, 
and above the mouth of the Kentucky river,” and whether any and what amendments ought to be made therein: 
and particularly, whether any alteration ought to be made in the rate at which the said lands may be sold under 
the said act; and also to inquire into the expediency of selling a certain tract extending along the Indian territorial 
line to actual settlers, made the following report: 

That it appears by a letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, hereunto annexed, and to which the committee beg 
leave to refer, that forty-nine thousand nine hundred and ten and eleven one-hundredths, acres, (part of the seven 
ranges of townships surveyed under the ordinance of Congress, passed on the 20th of May, 1785) were sold at Pitts- 
burgh in sections and fractional parts of sections; that the whole amount of purchase money obtained for the same. 
was one hundred and twelve thousand one hundred and thirty-five dollars and forty-five cents; that of the above 
sales, five thousand three hundred and thirty-seven and a half acres reverted to the public for failure of payment, 
leaving the amount of lands actually sold forty-three thousand five hundred and seventy-two and sixty-one hun- 
dredths acres, which produced (including five hundred and twelve dollars and ninty-six cents forfeited by the pur- 
chasers of the above mentioned five thousand three hundred and thirty-seven and a half acres) one hundred thou- 
sand six hundred and seventy-four dollars and twenty-one cents. ‘That a quarter township, containing. five thou- 
sand one hundred and twenty acres, was sold at Philadelphia, at the rate of two dollars per acre, payable in funded 
stock, pursuant to the act passed on the third of March, 1797; and that the sections and quarter townships in the 
seven ranges have been repeatedly offered for sale without success. ; : 

It further appears, that progress has been made in ascertaining the outlines of the lands to which the Indian 
title has been extinguished, and in surveying the tract allotted for satisfying military warrants, and that it may be 








1798.] ALTERATIONS SUGGESTED IN THE SURVEYS. 83 





expected that the whole will be completed, and that surveys of the lands designed for sale will be commenced dur- 
ing the course of the summer. eid 

The committee are of opinion that, if it shall be found necessary to alter the terms on which the said lands may 
be sold, a plan may be better matured, and more correct information may be expected at the ensuing session of 
Congress pt at present, nor would any alteration that might be adopted during this session operate until after the 
lands shall have been surveyed. | . . 

They therefore recommend that the further consideration of the alteration which may be necessary in the above 
mentioned act be postponed unti! the next session of Congress. 
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ALTERATIONS SUGGESTED IN RUNNING THE MERIDIAN LINES IN 
THE SURVEYS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JUNE 13, 1798. 


Mr. Gatatix, from the committee to whom was referred the consideration of a letter of Rufus Putnam, Surveyor 
General, suggesting the expediency of repealing that part of the law ‘* providing for the sale of the lands of the 
United States in the territory northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river,” which 
requires that north and south lines, &c. shall be run according to the true meridian, made the following report: 


That, in their opinion, it would be improper to repeal the part of the law above mentioned. 


Manruistta, March 10th, 1798. 
To the Honorable the Congress of the United States. 


I conceive it my duty to inform Congress that I find it will be extremely inconvenient and embarrassing, if not 
altogether impracticable, for the deputy surveyors to run the north and south lines of townships, &c. according to the 
true meridian, as expressed in the act entitled ‘‘ An act providing for the sale of the lands of the United States in 
the territory northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river.” ‘That there is a difference: in 
the variation of the magnetic needle from the true pole, in different places, and those at no great distance from each 
other, in the Northwest territory, as well as other parts of the globe, is a fact well ascertained; so that a compass rec- 
tified or adjusted to the true meridian in one place, will not cut that meridian in all parts of the territory, or the 
tract of country to be surveyed. To be certain, therefore, that the north and south lines, in all instances, are run 
according to the true meridian, as the express words of the law require, it will be necessary to take very frequent ob- 
servations, in order to discover whether you are running according to the true meridian or not. The following state- 
ment of facts will show that this is altogether impracticable. : 

From the exception in the aforesaid act in certain cases of running according to the true meridian, I conceived 
myself not only allowed but required, that, in surveying all the lands from the seven ranges west to the Scioto river, 
the north and south lines should be run as near as possible parallel to the west boundary line of the seven ranges. 
Accordingly I had all the compasses of the surveyors employed in the survey of the military tract rectified to one 
meridian, corresponding to the west boundary line of the seventh range. At the same time, in order to obtain the 
variation of the needle in different parts of the tract as far as practicable, and ascertain the practicability or imprac- 
ticability of running the north and south lines of the townships in all cases according to the true merid:an, two of the 
surveyors, on whose abilities I could depend, were instructed to ascertain the variation of the needle from the true 
meridain in various parts of their districts; but they both failed in the attempt, by reason of fogs, clouds, &<. Capt. 
Ludlow observes, “ that for six weeks a view of the stars was intercepted by clouds in such a manner that he could 
not take an observation.” 

I was myself up the Muskingum last June, at the Moravian towns, and crossing the above Fort Lawrence, and 
ina whole month obtained but two observations. ‘These facts I conceive prove that, should we attempt to run by 
the true meridian, it will be impossible to carry it through, in an uniform manner, and the lines will not correspond 
0 well with each other as if we survey by the meridian adopted for the military tract, or any other uniform magnetic 
meridian. It may be objected that compasses differ from each other, and therefore there can be no certainty in 
trusting to a magnetic meridian. I answer, by adjusting all the instruments made use of to one meridian, the sur- 
vey throughout will be uniform, except what shall arise from local attraction or variation, which would not be 
avoided by attempting to run according to the true meridian, unless observations were more frequently taken than 
there is any probability they can be in the ordinary course of surveying. 

Besides, to ascertain the true meridian with such exactness as ought to be depended on, requires much care and 
attention in taking the observations, and ought to be made more than once in the same place, to justify the surveyor in 
governing himself thereby. And with respect to ascertaining hereafter any line which shall be run in the present day, 
it may be obtained by having the variation of the needle noted on the plan, with the date of the survey, as well as if 
the lines had been run according to the true meridian. 

_ With the utmost deference, therefore, I beg leave to suggest, for the consideration of Congress, the expediency 
of repealing that part of the law which requires that north and south lines, &c. shall be run according to the true 
meridian; and to require instead thereof, that the Surveyor General cause all instruments made use of in the surveys, 
to be adjusted to‘one meridian; that the variation of this meridian with the true meridian, in various parts of the 
territory, or tracts of land to be surveyed, be ascertained and noted on the plat of each township or district. 

Which is humbly submitted by the Government’s obedient servant, 
RUFUS PUTNAM, S. G. 


JonaTHAN Drayton, Speaker. 

















94 PUBLIC LANDS. [1798. 








5th Concress.} No. 44. [3d Srssion. 


GRANTS TO THE SETTLERS IN VINCENNES AND THE ILLINOIS COUNTRY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, DECEMBER 17, 1798. 


, Mississippi Territory, March 18, 1798, 
Sir: 

The resolution of the honorable Senate of the United States, enclosing copies of petitions from sundry inhabi- 
tants of the Northwestern territory, and requesting the Governor thereof to report a correct and full statement of 
what had been done in pursuance of the resolves of Congress of the 20th of June, and 29th of August, and of the 
act of Congress of the 3d of March, 1791, came to my hand just before my leaving that Gevernment, and in the ab- 
sence of his excellency Arthur St. Clair, with whom the said resolution was left at my departure for ‘this territory. 

All the proceedings of his excellency relative to land claims of the inhabitants in the several districts of the 
Mississippi, so far as they ever came to my knowledge, have been regularly transmitted to the Secretary of Con- 
gress, and the office of the Secretary of State, and the Governor wi!l, no doubt, seasonably advertise the Senate of 
the saine, with all further illustration necessary. 

The claims of the inhabitants of Vincennes were by me specially attended to in the absence of the Governor, 
and my report bearing date the 30th of July, 1790, is now in the office of the Secretary of State, minutely detailing 
my proceedings at that time, and accompanied by a warrant of survey for all the land which I was authorized to 
confirm under the resolves of the 20th of June and 29th of August, 1788, to which I beg leave to refer the honora- 
bie Senate. With those papers is also an address made unto ine by all the prircipal people of that country, express- 
ing their high satisfaction for my attention to, and decision upon, their land claims, which I take liberty to mention, 
and oppose to the improper manner and matter of some of the petitions which you did me the honor to enclose, and 
also to add, that the donation tract, which is represented to embrace many of the old claims and improvements, was 
laid off, after inspection of the same, by some of the oldest and best informed inhabitants, and assurance given me 
that one old improvement only could fall within the same, which I agreed should be compensated elsewhere, and 
which has been done to the perfect satisfaction of the claimant. 

The act of Congress of the 3d of March, 1791, which I presume was passed upon my representation, giving a 
discretionary power for further grants and confirmations of lands, I have exercised with such liberality as I was 
sometimes apprehensive might be construed into prodigality. From this act, and the example of the Governor, I 
have confirmed every ‘* concession” of land not exceeding four hundred arpents that had been made on or before 
1783, which has been presented unto me, and which was not an arrant forgery. Ihave, in proportion to actual ex- 
pense madé, and improvements, ordered to be surveyed all subsequent grants under any supposed authority, to the 
year 1791, with the indulgence of laying warrants for militia services upon the whole of any tract, a part of which 
only shou!d have been confirmed in consequence of improvements, &c. 

I have admitted real testimony in all due latitude to confirm titles where it has been pretended “‘ concessions” 
have been lost, and even where no record of claim could be produced. 

After a notice of years given to the inhabitants of Vincennes to furnish me with complete lists of heads of fami- 
lies, and the militia entitled to donation lands, I permitted an addition of sixty to the former, and fifty-nine to the 
militia, upon my going to the country in 1797. In fine, I have, to the very best of my abilities, endeavored to carry into 
execution the beneficent intentions of Congress to their very fullest extent; but the people, I have too much reason 
to believe, will not a// be satisfied short of a grant of the whole country; and at the date last mentioned, they actu- 
ally made unto me a petition that I would parcel out amongst them all the lands lying between two parallel lines 
ranning twelve leagues‘above and twelve below Vincennes, and lines at right angles with the same thirty leagues 
east, and forty west, which they said had been given unto them by the Indians, and with all which I have long 
since made the Secretary of State acquainted. 

I enclose, sir, a copy of my last warrants of survey, which it was intended should be delayed until I had got the 
Surveyor’s returns. By those and former warrants, there have been confirmed unto the people claiming under 
France, England, and a court never authorized to make grants, about twenty-two thousand five hundred and seventy- 
two acres. 

The very liberal donations from Congress amount to one hundred and three thousand eight hundred acres, almost 
five times the first mentioned quantity. 

If, sir, the Governor of the Northwestern territory should not make a full and correct statement, &c. agreeably 
to the resolution of the honorable Senate, and the information contained in this letter or enclosure may be anywise 
in point, I request of you they may be made use of, or otherwise preserved for my order. Far removed from the re- 
cords of the Northwestern territory, where I pledge myself that a faithful journal of all proceedings of the Go- 
vernor in the executive department, so far as have come to my knowledge, has always been kept, I have it not in my 
power to be more particular, and I assure you that my present engagements leave me very little time for retrospect. 

have the honor to be, with respectful esteem, your humble servant, 


WINTHROP SARGENT. 
Samvex A. Oris, Esq. 


Vincennes, Knox County, October 23, 1797. 


Sir: 

The Governor, it seems, permitted, in his instructions to you, that actual improvements, made before his 
visiting the country in 1795, might be covered by militia rights; and [ have further to add that, where parts or por- 
tions have been confirmed by me, upon grants of the court since 1783, (in consequence of improvements) claimants 
may be permitted to cover by militia rights, not, however, to extend their plantations beyond four hundred arpents; 
the residue must be laid in one tract, and the concerned consulted as to the situations but it must not be carried to 
such a distance as to alarm or render uneasy the Indians, (and with due attention to this consideration, as it seems 
to be the wish of the concerned) it may be taken across the White river, near to Derkus station; and although it is 
intended the militia should have good lands, yet such regard must be paid to the interests of the United States that 
this location shal! not militate with further settlements that may be intended. . ‘ 

The tract to be divided by lot amongst the claimants. I herewith furnish you with a list of the names of 
ersons entitled to lands, from being of the militia, as reported to me; also an additional number of names to m 
fist of those entitled to the donation of four hundred acres, which was made out in the year 1790, and for ich 
lands must be surveyed adjoining the former tract, of good quality, and so as to continue said tract of as regular 
form as may be; I aid, also, a considerable list of lands to be surveyed by you for persons therein named, as appear- 
ing to me to have due claims. But, sir, you must consider it a part of your duty, as an officer of Government, to re- 
port to me, with the return of surveys, all errors of boundaries, and also of evidence to title, that shall come to 
your knowledge; for any tracts ordered to be surveyed, in consequence of deeds, on or before 1783, and which may 
happen to fall within the donation tract, you are to satisfy the persons, upon whose lands they may fall, by surveys 
elsewhere. The term acres must be considered arpents, excepting where it applies to donations, or is especially 
signified to be English measure. You are authorized to administer the necessary oaths of qualifications for chain 
carriers, &c. as also where it may be necessary to give you information of lines and boundaries proper to be known 


in making your surveys. 
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For your surveying fees, the establishment of Congress is a good general rule; but, in going a distance to survey 
a single tract, it cannot be sufficient; and for small town or out lots, there must be some agreement between you and 
those concerned, as no one rule can apply. : : 

Messieurs Harlein and Dubois have asked permission to lay some militia rights upon the White and Embarras 
rivers, for the purpose of establishing ferries. A single right may be laid at each place, the public accommodation 
seeming to require its a high road to be left in front of the same, and security must be given for keeping up the 
ferries as long as the public convenience may require them. 

WINTHROP SARGENT. 


Rozert Buntin, Surveyor of Knox County. 


Pierre Kerre, the elder, a piece of land on the east side of the Little river; two ~ in front, and forty deep; 
—— to Pierre Cartier, towards the northeast by Baptiste Voillette; before by the Wabash, and behind by vacant 
land. 

Jean Baptiste du Cherne, a piece of land four arpents in front, and forty deep, lying on the Wabash, and bound- 
ed on one side by Voilette, on the other by the Wabash, but to be diminished so far as it may interfere with the 
donation tract. 

Charles Bosseron, a lot in Vincennes thirteen toises and a half in fronts one side to a public road, and joining 
Francis Vigo; on the other side a small piece of land belonging to said Bosseron and Mr. Vanderburgh, facing the 

rolongation of St. Honore street, and behind by a street not named. Another lot of eleven toises and a half in 
ront, on St. Honore street, extending back to the next street, and on both sides by Bosseron’s other lots. 

The heirs of Francis Bosseron, a piece of land four arpents in front and forty deep on the north side of the 
Wabash, bounded on one side by lands of Le Grand to the northeast, and on the other side by Jean Cardain; the 

river in front and lands not granted in rear. , ; ; 

A piece of land four arpents by forty on the north side the river St. Jerome, with a house thereon of twenty 
feet; one side to Louis le Moye, and on the other to the sieur Privet, lying along the river to the great road, and be- 
hind by vacantland. Another piece of land on the north side of the Wabash, with a house thereon twenty feet square; 
one side to Charles Guebriants, the other to Hugh Heward; in front by the river to the great road, and from the 

road to vacant lands. 

A piece of land, four arpents in front and forty deep, on the north side of the Wabash; one side to John Pott, 
and on the northeast by Gabriel le Grand. The heirs know not of this—supposed a mistake. 

Luke Decker, a piece of land two arpents in front and forty deep, on the river Du Chi; one side to the lands of 
De Coteau, the other to Jean Baptiste Martin. ; 

A piece of land two arpents wide and forty deep upon the river Du Chi, twenty arpents of which lie upon the 
northwest, and twenty on the southeast side of the river, joining other lands of said Decker on two sides, and va- 
cant land behind and before. ; . a ; 

Four hundred acres of land in the prairie Du Chi. At one corner of this land isa marked Elm, and it runs 
from thence to the southward, across the river, and is bounded on the west by Moses Henry, on the east by Harpain, 
and on the north and south by vacant land. ; - ; : 

A piece of land four arpents wide and forty deep, in the prairie of the river Du Chi; on the west to the grand 
Millet, on the east by the forest, and on the north and south by vacant land. 

Francis Vigo, a lot in Vincennes twenty-five toises square; one side to Villeneuve, and by three streets. A lot 
in Vincennes thirteen toises in front, lying on the street St. Louis, and running back to the street St. Honore, join- 
ing Louis Brouillet on one side, and a public road left for astreet on the other side. Two lots in Vincennes, twenty- 
five toises square each; one bounded on one side by Peter ‘Thorn, and on the other by Mrs. Winne, and on two 
others by streets; the other bounded on one side, towards the southwest, by vacant land, on the northeast by Reple; 
and on the north and south by vacant lots. A piece of land of an irregular figure, containing ten acres, more or less, 
near the town of Vincennes, bounded on one side by the road leading to Bosseron’s mill, and on another by lands 
; — Dorret, on a third side by Mr. Bosseron, and on a fourth. by Louis Bayen the son, and James 

ulty. ; 

Two lots in Vincennes, opposite each other, twenty-five toises each in front; the one running from the street of 

.St. Louis to the street of St. Honore, joining Paul Gamelin on one side, and Jean Baptiste Vaudrey on the other 
side; the other running from the street of St. Honore to the next street, not yet named, joining Mr. Bosseron on 
one side, and Vaudrey and Charles Bosseron on the other side. 

A tract of land, with a house and other buildings thereon, two arpents in front and forty deep, on the north side 
of St. Jerome, or Wabash, joining Jean Baptiste Chartier on one side, and on the other the widow Dumas. Also, 
a — = land on the same side of the river, opposite the town, joining a public road, on one side, and Vigo’s lands 
on the other. 

A piece of land two arpents in front and forty deep, on the north side of Wabash, joining, on one side, lands of 
said Vigo, and on the other Francis Paquine. ' 

A piece of land two arpents in front, by the ordinary depth, at the Point aux Noyer, from the Elm Tree road to 
the river St. Jerome, joining Francois l’Ognion and said Vigo. a 

_A piece of land, two arpents in front by forty deep, from the Elm Tree road, to the river St. Jerome, joining 

said Vigo on both sides. ; 

A piece of land eight arpents in front by forty deep, to the east of the town of Vincennes, joining Tousaints Co- 
der on one side, and Antoine Vaudrey on the other side; bounded before by Joseph Hamelin, and behind by vacant 
lands. This grant seems to have been made to Rene Coder for certain services, and duly conveyed to Vigo. It 
falls within the donation tract, but an equal quantity must be surveyed for Mr. Vigo upon vacant lands near the do- 
nation tract, as they may be had of good quality. ; 

A piece of land three arpents in front by forty deep, below the Little rocks to the northeast of Vincennes, join- 
ing Tousaints du Bois to the northeast, and Jean Baptiste du Cherne to the southwest. 

A piece of land two arpents in front by forty deep, to the right of the road to the island beyond the common, 
bought of Jean Baptiste du Bois. 

A piece of land four arpents in front by forty deep near the ‘* Belle Fontaine,” bounded on one side by other 
lands of said Vigo towards the southwest, and to the northeast by Pierre du Bois. ; 

Two lots in Vincennes of about twenty-five toises square, each joining each other, and lying upon three streets, 
and joining James McNulty to the northeast. 

A lot in Vincennes joining Lemon Spring on one side, vacant land on the other, and the two other sides on two 
streets. 

A house and lot in Vincennes fourteen toises in breadth, lying on the street St. Louis in front, on one side a 
street that runs to the river, and on the other by a lot of the late Mr. Le Gras. ; 

A lot in Vincennes ten toises and something more, lying on the street of St. Louis, and running to the public 
road along the St. Jerome river, and from thence to the beach; joining lands of the late Phillipe Le Gras on one side, 
and on the other side the public road_reserved for a street. , 

A lot in Vincennes ten toises in front, or thereabouts, running from the street St. Louis to the public road along 
the river St. Jerome, and from thence to the beach, joining Mr. Le Gras on one side, and: on the other the public 
road reserved for a street. <a : ; 

A piece of land two arpents in front, running from the river St. Jerome to the Elm Tree road, and joining 
Jands of said Vigo on one side, and the widow of Jean Baptiste Vaudrey on the other side. 

A piece of land on the north side of the Wabash, a little above the town of Vincennes, four arpents in front and 
forty deep; bounded on one side by lands of St. Marie, and on the other by Hunat. 
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A lot towards the east corner of the town of Vincennes, joining Anthony Dunceford, and a street not named. 
A piece of land four and two-thirds of an arpent in front, running from the King’s road to the Wabash, joining 


Nicholas Cardinal on one side, and !'ominique Bergante on the other side. 

A piece of land in the old Piankeshaw town, sold by James Croche to Lieberge, joining Lebanon on one side, 
and Le Beuf onthe other. 

A piece of land near the village of Vincennes, joining Wigg on the east, on the north St. Louis street, and ex- 
tending westerly to the village, and south to the great road. 

Three fields or pieces of land joining the village, ranning north 42° west eight perches, then north 26° east twelve 


perches, then south 53° eight perches, and north 34° east eleven perches. ; 
Three pieces of land in the old Indian village sold by Montour and other chiefs to Spring and Bosseron, in April 


and May, 1786. . ; ; 
Five pieces of land in the old Piankeshaw town at Vincennes, sold by Montour and other chiefs to the same per- 


sons as the former. 
The field lots and land formerly held by the Kettle Carrier, sold by Quiquilaquia, grandson to the said Kettle Car- 


rier, with the approbation of Montour and the other Chiefs, to Spring and Bosseron. 

A piece of land running from the street of St. Louis to a street where Drouette de Richerville lives, joining on 
one side the last concession or acquisitions of the town of Vincennes, on the other side to the heap of stones and Mr. 
Vigo’s land, sold by Montour and to Francois Bosseron and Jean Baptiste Vaudrey. 

A lot in the ancient village of the Piankeshaws, sold by Cuntaral to Frangois l’Ognion, joining said Vigo on 


every side. 

A piece of land on the little river of the Windmill, joining Mr. Cournoye on one side, and said Vigo on the 
other, fronting the road and running to Jones’s field, fifty toises broad and thirty deep, bought of the widow Boye. 

A lot in the old Piankeshaw town, joining on one side to Louis Levere and Francis du Mois, two other sides on 
two streets, and the fourth towards the little river joining James McNulty. 

A piece of land fifty-two toises in front and thirty-four deep, to the east of Vincennes, bounded on one side by 
Christopher Reple, on the other by Francois Bosseron, and two others by captain Doyle, bought by Jean Guaries of 


Joseph l’?Ognion. : 

Six lots, twenty-five toises square each, and running back to a street, there joining Pierre Cournoye on one side 
and Bosseron on the other side, and fronting the river, the other five joining Vigo on one side. 

Two fields or pieces of land to the east of Vincennes, one nineteen toises in front on the Elm Tree road, and 
sixty-eight toises deep, joining Leuis Boyen on one side, and on the other lands late of Samuel Bradley, and run- 
ning back to the fields formerly cultivated by the Indians; the other bounded on the north by the Mill road and by 
Mr. Bosseron, and running sixty-eight toises to Pierre Gamelin, and thirty toises to the east to lands late of Simon 
ae and having eighty-one toises on a third face, and forty-one on the fourth, bought of Louis St. Aubin by James 

ohnston. 

A piece of land containing one hundred and eighty acres, part of a tract said to have been granted by the court 
of Vincennes, 1779, to John Cardine, (but the concession is lost) situated about five miles from Vincennes, on the 
road to the forks of White river, and lying between two small water courses that fall into the mil! creek, joining 
lands of the said Gadine to the westward, sold to him by Jean Cardine. 

Four hundred acres on the north side of the Wabash in the Grand Prairie about a league from Vincennes, granted 
to him by the court by certain courses, and bounded to the north by John Johnson. 

Francis Vigo, the following, viz: A house and lot near the town of Vincennes thirty toises in front, and bounded 
on one side by Spring, and on the other by Montour; a street in front and a public road in the rear; sold by Mon- 
tour to Leboye, &Xc. 

James McNulty a field or piece of land in Vincennes fronting on the public road, and joining La Chine on one 
side, and Simon Spring on the other two; sold to him by Grosseblanc and wife. 

Another field joining Lielarge on the east, Jean Baptiste Vaudrey on the north, fronting on the public road to the 
barrier, and behind, joining Pierre Gamelin; sold to him by Montour chief of the Piankeshaws. 

Francis Wilson a lot in Vincennes twenty-five toises square, bounded on the east by Benjamin Bride, on the 
west and north by streets, and on the east by vacant land. 

John Small a piece of land two arpents square on the northeast side of Vincennes, joining lands of Bosseron on 
the southwest; and Johnson on the southeast and northeast, and the great road on the northwest; sold him by Bap- 
tiste du Bois. 

A piece of land on the Wabash above the town of Vincennes, bounded on the north by the river, on the east by 
Vigo, running sixty-six perches north 30° east, and forty perches north, 47° —— of the Indian village. 

A piece of land two arpents in front and forty deep, in the prairie of the river Du Chis one side to Jean Baptiste 
Millcet, another to Jean Baptiste Braton; sold to him by Joseph Pederot, jun. | 

A piece of land in the prairie of the river Du Chi two arpents in front and forty deep, on the north side to John 
Decker, on the south to John Small, on the east and west to vacant land; sold him by Jean Baptiste Millcet. 

A piece of land four arpents in front and forty deep on the saw mill run, bounded south by Bosseron, west by 
Starkey, north by the run, east by Jolin Martin; sold him by Joseph Amelin. 

Four hundred arpents of land on the little river, joining Daniel Sullivan on the west, Francis Bosseron on the 
north, vacant lands on the east and south; sold him by Pierre Kerre and wite. Mr. Small has no deed for this, but, 
as it has been proved to Col. Sargent that this (in part) was an ancient concession, you are to satisfy the same with 
the usual quantity. that is, one hundred and sixty arpents. 

Laurent Bassadon a lot in Vincennes twelve toises in front by twenty-five in depth, joining Cardinal on one side, 
Du Bois on another, and the other two lying on streets sold by Frangois Brouilet. 

A lot in Vincennes, twenty-five toises square, joining said Bassadon on one side, and Vital Boucher on the other, 
and to two streets sold by Joseph Drouen. ' 

Four arpents in front by the ordinary depth, on the west side of the Wabash, one side to lands of Deshom, on 
the other by Pierre Racine, on the third by Andrew Racine, on the fourth by the Wabash; sold by Francis Racine. 

Rebert Buntin, a house and lot in Vincennes, front to the Wabash, back to the Indian fields, one side by Ma- 
onaam, on the other by Francis the Cat’s Paw, about one acre in length each way. 

Another lot, and the buildings thereon, in Vincennes, eighty feet in front, and running from the road on the bank 
of the Wabash to the street St. Louis, one side by lands late of Antoine Marie, on the other by Henry Richard sold 
by Maonaam to Richard and wifes; two arpents of land, by forty deep, on the north side of the Wabash. opposite the 
Indian village, one side to Du Cherme, the other to Baradi, being a part of four arpents granted by St. Marie to 


Pierre Barthe. 
Samuel Baird, one arpent of land in front, by forty deep, on the north side of St. Jerome river, running from the 
river, and leaving a public road on the bank thereof, according to the custom, joining Pierre Cournoye on one side, 


and Joseph Brossard on the other, with a house thereon. 
Jacob Howell, a lot in Vincennes, twenty-five toises square, on the south and west to streets, on the east by 


David Howell, and north by another street. ; 
Michael Barrackman, a lot in Vincennes, in the common, twenty-five toises square, on the north and east by 
streets, on the south by John Day, and on the west by William Morrison. ; ; 
Christopher Wyant claims four hundred acres of land, on the head of the south fork of the little river of Mill 
creek; one side to Charles Langelo, the other by vacant lands bought of Louis Levron Mettye. It has been proved 
to Colonel Sargent, that there was ancient possession upon this tract of one hundred and sixty arpents; this quantity, 


therefore, must be a for Wyant. 
The heirs of Joseph Tougas, six arpents of and in front and fifty deep, situated at the Terre Noire, bounded by 


Nicholas Barjaron on one side. 
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Francois Mallet, a piece of land at a place called the Fauxchenaille. You must endeavor to ascertain the old 
boundaries; the quantity must not, however, exceed one hundred and sixty arpents, but upon good proof it was 
originally more. A piece of land on the river Du Chi, and another at the Bois Jaune. No boundaries for those are 
mentioned; endeavor to govern yourself by the old ones; they must not, at any rate, exceed one hundred and 
sixty arpents each. ; : : 

cary Vanderburgh, a piece of land, twelve arpents, more or less, being a partof sundry fields formerly the lands 
of the Piankashaws, containing, in the whole, about nineteen arpents, lying at the east of the village of Vineaieiass 
bounded westerly by T. Doyle, north by Francis Bosseron, and others; sold by Simon Spring. A piece of land 
containing, of two fields joining each other in the old Indian village, sixty toises on one side, and forty in the other, 
, bounded in front by the street where Du Betz lives, and, on the rear, partly by the fields of Alebomane, and ye 
by that of Nisbreche; part of Samuel Bradley’s lot on one side, and on the other the field of Saspacona and Nez. 
du Carbin; sold by the Nez du Carbin to Pierre Gamelin. A piece of land, two arpents in front, in the prairie of 
the Grand Marais, and forty arpents deep, joining, on one side, lands now or late of Jean Baptiste Perrot, and vacant 


Jand on the other side. ; 
John Savage, a piece of land, four arpents in front and forty deep, lying on the mill run; bounded on the east 


by Bellow, and on the northwest and south by vacant lands. ; 

Charles Chartres, four hundred acres of land upon the river Du Chi, to the east of Cardinal; bounded south by 
the river,and west by Louis; granted by the court of Vincennes to Jean Marie le Grand, 19th of February, 1781; 
by him transferred to Small, by Small to Chartiers, and mortgaged to Small for the purchase money; the original 
concession lost; the record in point apparently falsified, 1785 being changed to 1781. No survey to be made of this 
till proof of the early date be established—a forgery. f 

ean d’Argilleure, called St. Pierre, a lot in Vincennes, twenty-five toises on one side and twenty on the other, 
joining Pierre Gamelin on one side, a_street on the other, the widow Bosseron on the third; granted by Lieutenant 


Ramsey to Jacque la Tremouille, 9th November, 1768. ; 
Jacob Pea, one hundred and sixty acres of lands bought of Frederick Bergen, granted by the court in 1783, and 


on which he lived in 1795. , ; 

Benjamin Beckes claims four hundred arpents by a grant to Moses Carter, in the year 1780,'and conveyed to him 
regularly. It seems ¢his or a part thereof is within the donation tract; if so, it must be satisfied adjoining the same, 
or otherwise laid off agreeable to the expression of the concession. : 

The heirs of Francis Bosseron claim a piece of land, ten arpents by forty, one side to Vaudrey, the other to 
Lefevere, granted to Bosseron, by the court, in 1785. ‘This has been well improved, and, in the year 1790, it was 
promised by Colonel Sargent, that, should it fall within the donation tract, he should receive an equal quantity ad- 
joining the sam: the survey to be made accordingly. ; 

Four hundred acres of land on the river Du Chi, bounded on the west by Hainton, and on three other sides by 
vacant lands; — originally to Thomas Jones. If this has fallenin the additional donation tract, the heirs must 
be satisfied by lands adjoining the same. : 

Michael Bronliett, a piece of land upon the northeast of Vincennes, on the Chemin du Glaize, joining Charles 
Villeneuve and Jacque Cardinal, occupied by permission from the court, in 1777, four arpents by forty. 

The widow of Charles Villeneuve claims a grant from the court, in 1777, of one hundred and sixty arpents, about 
four — east of Vincennes, and joining Brouillet upon the east. Depositions prove this, and it must be surveyed 
accordingly. 

A claim is made, for Joseph Chertier, of four hundred acres of land; Chertier knows nothing thereof, but gave a 
quit claim, verbally, to John Westgall, for two arpents by forty, which was once or given to him by Joseph 
Lerche, an old inhabitant. This land lies upon the south side of the Island road, and may be surveyed for West- 
gall, upon his producing regular conveyance thereof from Learche, who appears to have been entitled to the same. 

Benjamin Beckes claims four hundred acres of land at the forks of the river Du Chi; the river upon the east 
Asturgas on the west, vacant lands on south. ‘This, by a grant from the court, January 22d, 1785: survey for him 


two hundred acres, English measure. ; : 
A piece of land, by purchase from Frangois Mallet, lying on the Poplar Ridge, of four arpents by forty; granted 


by St. Ange, 1760. 

Joshua Harbin; a piece of land on the river Du Chi, and the island Trace, of four arpents by forty, granted by 
the court, February 16th, 1785, to Bordelaux, by him to Vigo, and from Vigo to Harbin. ‘This piece of land was 
given by St. Ange to Bordelaux, more than thirty years ago. 2a 

For John B. Delorie four arpents by forty, about ten arpents from the lowest concessions in the lower prairie. 
This from St. Ange to Antoine Mallet, and from Mallet to Delorie. ; 

The heirs of Peter Cannoyer, ten lots, of twenty-five toises square each, situated east of Vincennes, a part of 
the old Indian lands, and a house and lot, one side to St. Louis street, the other to the Wabash; Vigo at one end, 
Marshall on the other. ; 

_ Four arpents by forty, claimed by conveyances from Rouissant and Lemay. By the oath of Mr. Pierre Gamelin, 
it — the same was granted upwards of thirty years ago, and improved ever since. 

Jenry Vanderburgh, by a conveyance from the heirs of Jean Baptiste La Guard, four arpents by forty, lying on 
the front line of the donation allotted by St. Ange to La Guard, thirty-five years ago. 

‘Tousaints Dubois, two arpents by forty, on the south west by Pierre Carter, on the north east by Jean Baptiste 
Quilette, by a concession from the court, 1783, to Pierre Kerre, and from Kerre to him. 

Seven arpents by iifty, situated below the little rock on the Wabash, bounded on both sides by vacant lands, and 
granted in 1759, by St. Ange, to Marie Joseph Richard Widow Autire; by the heirs assigned to Pierre Gamelin, by 


Gamelin to Dubois and Vigo, and by Vigo to Dubois. ? ; 
Four arpents by forty, at the rock, beginning on the Wabash, granted by the court to Pierre Gamelin, 1783, and 


assigned by him to Dubois. ; . 
Four arpents by forty, joining the aforesaid tract, granted by the court, 1783, to Pierre Gamelin, jr. and by him 


also assigned to Dubois. ; 
Isaac Decker claims four-hundred arpents on White river, under a concession from the court of June, 1784; from 


consideration of the improvements, the whole granted. ; 

Joseph Decker claims four arpents by forty, on the north side of the Wabash, granted, in 1780, to Hannah Dal- 
ton, and assigned to him from Val. Thom. Dalton, and wife Hannah. . 

Thomas Jones claims one and three quarters of an arpent of land by forty deep, on the north side of the Wabash, 
by purchase from Du Charme, who purchased of Ruissient, who purchased from Bosseron; Bosseron’s grant believ- 
ed to have been from St. Marie, 1772. - : 

Henry Vanderburgh, two arpents by forty, in the lower prairie, purchased from old Louis Levron, called Met- 
tie. Mrs. Gremare obtained this from St. Marie, and sold to Levron, who sells to Vanderburgh. 

Moses Decker claims four arpents by forty on the north side af the Wabash; this, a grant from the court in 1783, 
to Andre Robinson. Dalton assigns it to Decker, but there is no assignment to Dalton. It may be surveyed, but 


cannot be conveyed to Decker till this error is corrected. ae. 
Jean Baptiste Villray, four arpents by forty, on the river Embarras, joining Joseph Page on the south, by a grant 


from the court, of the 14th of March, 1782. Se 
The heirs of Mainard Arturgus, four hundred arpents in the forks of Du Chi, joining Moses Henry on one 
side, Benjamin Beckes on another, Johnson on another, and Countzs on the other; by a grant from the court in 1785. 
From the state of improvements in 1791, and other causes, the whole of this is granted. 
James Johnson, Esquire, claims nine acres in front, (more or less) and forty deep, situated on the fork road, 
bounded, in front, by Tousaint Codere, and, on the other side, by vacant land; purchased from Pezodo, who had it 
in right of his wife, sister to Denoyon, who received it from St. Ange more than thirty years ago. 
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Robert Mays claims four hundred acres by a grant from the court, in 1784, situated between the river Du Chi 
and White river, one side.to Matssou south, north and east by vacant lands. From the state of improvement cer- 
tified to me, you are to survey for this claim one hundred acres English measure. 

John Small, four arpents by forty, granted by the court to Cardine, the 12th of June, 1782, on Saw Mill run, 
joinmg Amelin. Cardine sold to Jones, and Jones to Martin, as appears from the testimony of Esquire Johnson and 
John Dorets and a bill of sale from Martin appears to ‘Thomas Small, whose heir is John Small, the claimant. 

Charles Thorn, by a grant from the court, 25th June, 1781, four arpents by forty; front on the Wabash, on the 
south and south west by James Bourne, and on the north and north east by John Beckey. 

Michael Thorn, by a grant from the court of the 15th of May, 1783, claims four hundred arpents, which has fallen 
in the donation tracts the same to be satisfied where he now lives, provided it does not interfere with any legal claim. . 

‘Tobias Decker claims four hundred acres, settled upon by permission of the court. which he proves to have been 
given in 1785, and then, and before 1791, a number of fruit trees had been planted there, and several houses built; 
some two or more acres of corn planted, and other improvements. One hundred acres of land to be surveyed for 
him: he now lives upon the land. 

~— peter a case exactly like the formers; living now upon his claim. One hundred acres thereof to be sur- 
veyed for him. 

Jacque Coteau, by a grant of the court in 1782, at the black grounds on the Embarras, joining to Vilray, four 
hundred arpents. 

Samuel Watkins, by a grant from the court, of 1782, four arpents by forty, on the other side the river Du Chi, 
joining the Cypress swamp. é ; 

William Hall claims four arpents by forty, a grant from the court, of 1780, on the Wabash; one side to Jabee 
Ruland, another to Gabriel Le Grand. 

William Hali claims four arpents by forty, by a court grant, of 1781, on the Wabash; one side to Louis Paine, 
another side to Thomas Hall. : 

Louis Paine, four arpents by forty, granted by the court, 1781, on the Wabash; joining William Hall on one 
side, and Depree on the other. 

Thomas Hall, four arpents by forty, granted in 1781, on the Wabash; joining William Hall on one side, and 
Henry Cotton on another. 

Robert Johnson claims four hundred and forty arpents on the river Du Chi, granted by the court to Felix Countz, 
December, 1783, assigned to Pierre Gamelin, 16th June, 1789, for four hundred arpents, and by him to Johnson. 
Four hundred arpents to be surveyed for Johnson. 

Four arpents by forty, in the common, and at the end of Lafoe’s tract; one side to Moses Henry, the other to 
vacant land, by a court grant, of 1783, to Henry Stophe, by him assigned to Ann Collins, widow of Moses Henry, 
now _ Johnson’s wife. If it should be in the tract reserved by Congress for the commons, it must not be sur- 
veyed. 

Four arpents by forty, granted, in 1783, to Martin Leche, on the north side of Wabash, below the little villages 
- side to Martin Spetch, and the other to Henry Spetch, conveyed to the widow Ann Collins, now Johnson’s 
wile. 

R. Johnson also claims four arpents by forty, granted to Moses Henry in 1783; bounded northeast by Cardinal, 
southwest by Johnson, on the north side of Wabash. This to be surveyed and deeded to Moses Henry’s heirs. 

Barclay Hoche four arpents by forty, north side of the Wabash, below the Little Prairie, by Dalton on one side, 
vacant lands on the other. Grant of the court in 1783. 

_John Rice Jones four hundred arpents on the north side of the river Du Chi; one side to Countz, south by the 
a two other sides by vacant lands. By assignment from Dalton, to whom the land was granted De- 
cember, 1783. 

Four arpents by forty on the north side of the Wabash, within a league of the villages; granted by the court to 
Dalton, November, 1780, and assigned to Jones by Dalton. 

Thomas Mallet claims two grants from St. Ange, dated in 1760. One of them from St. Ange is four arpents by 
forty on the river Du Chi, along the Island tract, and to be surveyed; the other not intelligible. Ifit can be explain- 
ed, and should not exceed four arpents by forty, it may also be surveyed. Observe if warrants of survey have not 
been before entered for those tracts. It 1s believed the claims were exhibited to the Governor. 

Daniel Sullivan, four arpents by forty on the banks of the Wabash, one side to Ruland, and another to William 
Hall; granted to John Bailey in June, 1782, assigned to Sullivan. 

John Askin, two.arpents by forty, north side of the river Wabash, by purchase from Etienne St. Marie, who held 
ander Joseph Rivet. Sold by decree of the court. Rivet purchased of Boisverd. Supposed to have been a part of 
Bosseron’s grant. 

Jacque Latramoux, four arpents by forty at the end of the second concession; one side to Baptiste Dubois. 

Angelique Racine, four arpents by forty at the Big Hill, granted and allotted to her.father Francois Racine up- 
wards of thirty years ago, about three miles east of Vincennes. 

John Small claims four hundred arpents between the rivers Bosseron and Marie; on the west to Thomas Small; 
on the south and east by vacant land; on the north by Richard; granted in °85 by the court. Some small improve- 
ments are made to appear. Survey for him fifty acres English. 

_ Thomas Small claims four hundred acres between the rivers Bosseron and Marie; granted as the formers in the 
situation also of the former; survey alse to satisfy the same, fifty acres. John Small appears the heir of Thomas. 

Robert Buntin claims four hundred acres on the big hill, about three miles northeast of Vincennes, on the road 
leading to the lick, by purchase from Jacque Cardinal. By the oath of Esquire Ediline, it is proved that Cardinal 
had permission to take up this land, and that in 1782 and 1791, there were upon it twenty acres under good cultiva- 
tion, to be satisfied by four hundred arpents. 

Robert Johnson four arpents by forty, in the common at the end of the church land, by a court grant of 1783 to 
Moses Henry, and Ann his wife, now the wife of Johnson. If in the tract reserved as commons by the United 
States, must not be surveyed. 

Patrick Simpson claims four hundred acres by purchase from Racine, where he now lives. Seven acres and a 
half only seem to have been conveyed even by Racine to Simpson. This must be surveyed for Simpson. 

The heirs of Paul Gamelin four arpents by forty, granted in 1783 to Paul Gamelin, being part of a general divi- 
on of a thirty-two acre tract, which was subdivided into four arpents for eight grantees; lying at the rock above 

incennes. 

For the minor children of Antoine Danis and Josete Naux, a tract of land on the White Oak level, about four 
miles from Vincennes, four arpents dy forty; a grant from St. Ange. If this is out of the commons, it must be sur- 
veyed conformably to the ancient boundaries. 


Cincinnati, January the 8th, 1798. 


The following you will be pleased to consider as a supplement to my warrants for survey in Knox county, bear- 
ing date the 23d of October, 1797: 


For Abraham Decker, claiming four hundred arpents between the river Du Chi and White river, and joining to 
Benjamin Beckes by a court grant of March the 20th, 1785, and some small improvements thereupon; the grant was 
to John Decker, his father, and assigned by Luke Decker, the heir at law, to the said Abraham; survey fifty acres. 

For Francois Barrais, six arpents by forty in the Cathalinette, one side to Dumais, and another to the common, 
— by Lieut. Rumsey, July the 24th, 1768, to St. Perthuion, and by him assigned to the said Barrais; survey 
the same. 

For Guilliam Page, four arpents by forty on the river Embarras, joining on one side to Joseph Page, b 
grant of the 14th of March, 1782; survey the same. : . , siiecibiaaa 
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For Joseph Page, four arpents by forty on the Embarras, joining Guilliam Page, by a court grant 14th March, 
1782; survey the same. . ; 

For Laurance Bayadone, four arpents by forty, on the north side of the Wabash; one side to Ducharm, and 
another to Lamotte, and nearly opposite the fort, by purchase from the heirs of Jean Baptiste Racine, once comman- 
dant of Vincennes, and who improved the same twenty-five years past; survey the same. 

For Joseph Lamotte, four arpents by forty, joining the above tract, by purchase from Racine’s heirs also, and 
proved by him to have been cultivated as the former; survey the same. , 

For George Rogers Clerk, three hundred and twenty arpents on the north side of the Wabash, in the grand 
prairie of the little village, beginning on the river, by a.court grant in the year 1781; survey the same. 

For Antoine Marshall, two arpents by forty on the west of the village, and joining the lower prairie, beginning 
on the Wabash an ! running back to the Cathalinette swamp, on the east to Andrew Montplesure, and on the west 
to William Page, by purchase from Andrew Coder, to whom it was assigned by the commandant Racine twenty 
years past; survey the same. Lb hale 7 

Guilliam Page, two arpents by forty, joining the lower prairie, beginning on the Wabash, and running back to the 
Cathalinette swamp; one side to Coder, another to vacant lands, granted to him by the commandant Mr. St. Marie; 
survey the same. > a ; ; 

Laurent Bayadone, one lot in town, twelve toises by twenty-five, joining Cardinal on one side, and Dubois on 
the other, by purchase from Turner Vachet, who held from Andrew St. Dezier, who possessed by exchange with 
Mr. Brouillettes to be surveyed, but the right of Brouillette must be determined before a deed will issue. 

One other lot, twenty-five toises square, by purchase from Dubois, who purchased from Louis Browne in 1773, 
one side Bayadone’s land, another to Bouche, and two others to streets; this also may be surveyed, but Browne’s 
title must be ascertained before a deed can issue. : 

The heirs of Peter Barrackman, four hundred arpents on the waters of the river Du Chi, granted by the court 
the 10th of March, 1782, to John Cardine; by him sold to Saint Pierre, the curé of Illinois; and by him assigned to 
Elizabeth, the wife of Peter Barrackman; survey the same. 

Also one other tract of four hundred arpents on the waters of the river Du Chi, granted by the court 10th of 
March, 1782, to Louis Cardine, by him assigned to St. Pierre, and by St. Pierre to Elizabeth, the wife of Peter 
Barrackman; survey the same. 

The heirs of Peter Barrackman claim, also, four hundred acres more upon the waters of the river Du Chi, adjoin- 
ing the before named tracts, by a grant from the court, 10th of May, 1785. As there were early and considerable 
improvements on this tract, two hundred acres may be surveyed to satisfy the claim. 

They claim, also, one lot in the back part of the town, twenty-five toises square, by a court grant of 1785, which 
is to be surveyed, the same having been considerably improved. , 

Peter Barrackman, Jun. claims a lot joining the same granted also in 1785, upon which are considerable im- 
provements. If it does not exceed the common size of the lots, it is to be surveyed. 

Phillip Cott claims four hundred arpents taken up by permission, and an order of court for survey of the same 
in 1785, in favor of Christian Holk, from whom he has purchased some small improvements, were early made upon 
this place; therefore fifty acres may be surveyed to satisfy the same. 

Robert Day claims a lot, in the rear of Vincennes, twenty-five toises square, in virtue of a court grant of 1785. 
If there are improvements upon this lot it may be surveyed. 

William Howell claims a lot, under the same authority as the former, of twenty-five toises. 

Jacob Howell claims a lot, of twenty-five toises, situated and circumstanced as William Howell’s; they may 
both be surveyed if they have been improved. 

Nicholas Chappard, two arpents on the Wabash, south of the, village, and running back to the Cathalinette 
swamp, one side to Lalemere, by an old grant from St. Marie; survey the same. 

Isaac Miner, four arpents by forty on the north side of the Wabash, at the little village, by a grant of the court, 
in December, 1783, to Peary Spoch, conveyed by him through his attorney, Antoine Gamelin, to Ann Collins, 
widow of Moses Henry, and now the wife of Robert Johnson, and by Robert Johnson to said Miner; survey the 
same. 

Antoine Lalemere, two arpents by forty, joining Chappard’s tract,and running back to the Cathalinette, by an 
old grant from St. Maries survey the same. 

Daniel Smith, four arpents by forty, at the Rock, by a court grant of 1783, to Bonday, and sold by him, through 
his attorney, Gamelin, to Levrie, and by him to Murphy, and by Murphy to the said Smith; survey the same. 

Alexander Vallee claims four.arpents by forty on the Wabash, below the rock, joining on one side to Latulippe, 
by a grant from the court, 1785. Some foot improvements having been made, survey, to satisfy the claim, 
twenty-five acres. 

Margaret Bolon, widow of Antoine Marie, claims four arpents, by forty, on the Wabash, bounded on the south- 
west, to her husband, by a grant of 1785, from the court to her for services in interpreting the Indian language or 
— cera some improvements can be proved, or the case be a most special one, it is not probable this claim 
can be granted. 

The one other tract of similar quantity and adjoining, claimed by her as granted unto her husband, is exactly 
alike circumstanced. 

John Day claims a lot of twenty-five toises square, back of the town, by a court grant of 1785, which is to be 
surveyed if it has been improved. 

William Morrison, four apents by forty, north side of the Wabash, at the little village, granted to Robert Jen- 
nings, in the year 1783, and by him assigned to Jones, and by him to the said Morrison: survey the same. ~ 

oseph Baird claims three severai tracts of four arpents by forty, each, said to have been granted by the court 
in 1783, to Nicholas Joseph and Alexis Edeline. Query, Were they then minors? were they capable of improvin 
lands? or was the grant intended as an imposition? The court never possessed the right to make grants, and al 
confirmations, on or before 1783, (after Virginia had assumed the government) must be passed to the account of 
—, e is a pity those claims were not before exhibited, and they must be better understood before they 
are confirmed. 

Samuel Baird, one arpent by forty, on the north side of the Wabash; one side to Connoyer, and the other to 
Joseph Bresaid, by purchase from St. Jean, called Detard, who purchased from Louis Lemay 15th of October, 1787, 
Lemay’s title to be proved previous to an order of survey. . 

Ann Dalton, wife of T’. Dalton, four arpents by forty, on the north side of the Wabash, by a grant in 1783 (sup- 
posed to be a court grant) and assigned by T. Dalton, 11th of May, 1784, to Adam Shoemaker, and by him to Da- 
niel Barton, who is supposed to be the claimant if he has not forfeited by absence; it must be surveyed. 

The heirs of Jean Baptiste Beaux Chein, one hundred and sixty arpents of land joining the donation; survey 
the same, agreeably to old boundaries, it appearing to have been very cut with he family. : 

The heirs of Daniel Sullivan claim four arpents by forty in the river Du Chi prairie, where the station formerly 
stood. It appears from Mr. Decker’s testimuny that the written claim to this land is supposed to have been lost, 
or mislaid, at the time Colonel Sargent formerly examined the claims at Vincennes. Every paper relating to the 
lands in that quarter, which was presented, has been recorded or entered; there were very many from Sullivan, but 
this is not in the number; there would be risk in ordering it to be surveyed for the heirs at this time. 

George Cott, two — by forty, on the river Du Chi prairie, by concession of the Government, twenty-five 
years past to Francis Lamar, and who exchanged the same with Pierre Gramaud, who sold it to Luke Decker, 
from whom the said Cott purchased it; survey the same. 

Lawrence Slouter, four arpents by forty, granted by the court in 1781, on the north side the Wabash; one side to 
Le Grand; survey the same. 

Moses Decker, four hundred arpents between White river and Du Chi; although there appears to have been 
early improvements upon this tract, yet, as no authority is produced for entry or occupancy, it cannot be surveyed. 
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Abraham Decker, Jun. four hundred arpents in the White river prairie, by a court grant of 1784, and joining to 
Isaac Decker. It being proved that there were considerable and early improvements upon this tract, two hundred 
acres must be surveyed to satisfy the claim. __ ; 

Patrick Simpson’s claim of seven and a half arpents by forty, upon which he lives, being an old grant to Racine, 
from whose heirs he purchased it, you must survey it; and, if I mistake not, this, your application for the same, is 
a second, and this also my second warrant of survey for Simpson’s land. 

This claim of Simpson’s is the last you have transmitted me, and, I trust, Iam now through this disagreea- 
ble business. Ihave endeavored to do justice to the United States, and also to individuals, and to deal generously 
by them. 

‘ I suppose copies of the claims you have transmitted me are kept; upon those where I have observed silence a 
total rejection must be understood, and amongst them, for such as were in the donation tract, notwithstanding smal} 
improvements which may have been evidenced, it was out of my power to order the smallest compensation, though 
I did this, in one or two instances, at Vincennes, where I had so pledged myself, previous to the order for laying off 
the tract as a matter of general accommodation. 

In all cases, where | have conditionally ordered surveys, it will be necessary that you state to me with your 
returns that the conditions have been complied with: that is, that improvements are made where such are required, 
and that the claim of conveyance, &c. is produced to make titles complete. 


I am, sir, your humble servant, 
W. SARGENT. 
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GRANTS TO SETTLERS IN VINCENNES AND THE ILLINOIS COUNTRY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, FEBRUARY 21, 1799. 
Cincinnati, January 7, 1799. 


Sir: 

I have the honor to return to you the paper referred to me by the Senate of the United States, and enclosed 
in your letter of the 6th March last, together with my report upon them; which I request you will be pleased to lay 
before the Senate. An accident prevented their coming to my hands so early as they ought to have done, or the 
report would not have been so late. 


I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
AR. ST. CLAIR. 


Samue. A. Oris, Esq., Secretary of the Senate. 


— Cincinnati, January 7, 1799. 
To the Senate of the United States: 


In obedience to the resolution of the 6th of March last, the Governor of the territory of the United States northwest 
of the Ohio, on the papers referred to him, reports: 
That, early in the year 1790, he proceeded to the Illinois country, in order to organize the Government in that 
quarter, and to carry into effect the resolutions of Congress, of the 20th June and 29th August, 1788. 

That, in pursuance of the resolution of the 20th of June, the inhabitants were directed to exhibit their titles and 
claims to the lands they held and claimed, that they might be examined and confirmed. A great many claims and 
title deeds were accordingly exhibited, examined, and decided upon, and orders of survey, for such as were found 
authentic, were issued; which was necessary to be done before patents of confirmation could be made out. 

That the several tracts of land ordered to be laid out near the villages in that country, and distributed in pieces 
of four hundred acres to the heads of families who had been residing there in the year 1783, were neither laid out 
nor distributed; because the inhabitants represented that, from the change of location, by the resolution of 29th 
August, they would be thrown into a part of the country entirely unfit for cultivation, and at such a distance from 
their settlements as to render them useless to them; circumstances which they supposed Congress had not been in- 
formed of, and were in the hope that they might be allowed to have them in some more advantageous situation. 
Their petition on that subject, together with a particular report of all the Governor’s proceedings in that country. 
was delivered tu the Secretary of State in 1791, and is in his office; and to that report the Governor begs leave to 
refer, as he has no copy of it at present within his reach. 

That very few returns of the plots of surveys have as yet come into the office of the Secretary of the Treasury; 
few, indeed, had been made when the Governor returned to that country in the year 1795, owing, in some measure, 
to the incapacity of the person who had been appointed surveyor, (who was, however, the only person in the country 
who could run a single line) and to the ignorance and poverty of the people. 

That it became necessary to re-examine many of the claims, the act of the 3d March, 1791, having recognized, 
under certain restrictions, the grants of lands which had been made by the officers of the State of Virginia posterior 
to the cession of the country to the United States, and by the courts of justice who had assumed that power, all of 
which had been rejected. ‘he Governor, therefore, returned to that country in 1795, and many claims were then 
brought forward which had not been presented before; and it is probable that there are others yet to be presented: 
for, both the old rights and the court grants had become subjects of traffic, and scattered in different parts of the 
United States. A new surveyor was then appointed, and the warrants of survey unexecuted put into his hands. 

That the act of 3d March, 1791, having repealed the resolution of the 28th August, 1788, so far as respected the 
location of the donations to the heads of families, the original location was restored, and they ought to have been 
laid out; but it was not done, because it was found that the lands near the villages, to the westward of the ridge of 
rocks, (which is better known by the name of the Mississippi bottom) which was intended for them, was nearly all 
covered by old grants, and the people again petitioned for leave to lay them on other lands, as they have done 
several times since. Some of those petitions have passed through the hands of the Governor, and were by him trans- 
mitted to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, when the Congress were in session, and to the Secretary of 
State when they were not in session. ; 

That few returns of surveys have come into the Secretary’s office since the last appointment of a surveyor for 
the Illinois country; but the Governor is informed that some progress in the business has been made. The com- 
munication with that country is difficult and uncertain, and the surveyor would not trust his returns to casual oppor- 
tunities; and the moment when he was ready to have come on with them, he was thrown from a horse, and his thigh 
broken, which confined him for a great length of time. He is expected at Cincinnati in the course of this month. 

That there have been only twenty-one patents of confirmation issued, and according to the form herewith trans- 


mitted. 
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That the hostile disposition of the Indians in the year 1791, an attack having been actually made upon the settle- 
ment near Kahokia, at the time the Governor was there, and their declining to meet him at St. Vincennes, which 
had been te osed to them, convinced him that war was determined on by them; and, conceiving that they might 
ve forestalled, he left the Illinois country, and hastened to the head quarters of General Harmer, to concert with 
‘him the plan of an expedition, which, should it be approved by the President, might disconcert them, and put the 
settlements in safety; and committed the execution of the resolutions, relative to the lands and people about St. 
Vincennes, to Mr. Secretary Sargent, on whom the powers of the Governor devolved in his absence; and he was in- 
structed to consider him as absent as soon as he embarked upon the Mississippi, that his power might be competent. 
His proceedings were reported on the 31st July, 1790, to the President of the United States. The person, however, 
who had been appointed surveyor by him, left the country soon after, and little progress was made in the business, 
except that a tract of land for the donations to the heads of families was laid out. Another surveyor was appointed 
by the Governor in 1795, and was, by him, directed to lay off the donations of one hundred acres to the militia, as 
contiguous to the village of St. Vincennes as might be; and that, in case any of them were settled upon lands by a 
court grant which had been rejected, or without grant, to lay the donation on the lands they were settled upon, so 
as to cover their improvements, ; ; 

That, within the tract of land at St. Vincennes, set apart to satisfy the donations to the heads of families, several 
parcels of land, claimed by the ancient inhabitants as concessions from commanding officers, as well as by court 
grants, had fallen, and the surveyor was directed to satisfy the claimants by other lands, which would have readily 
been accepted, in equal quantity. , hea ; 

That, in 1797, the Secretary being again at St. Vincennes, and few of the militia donations laid out, the surveyor 
was, by him, directed to lay the remainder in a body together on_the south side of White river. ‘The Indians have 
since, and very justly, complained of those surveys; and as the Governor had expressly forbidden any surveys to be 
i of that river, and did not know that the Secretary had authorized them, he supposed it had 


made to the southward of I , 
been the act of some private adventurers. He told the Indians that they had been made without authority, and 
would not be suffered to be occupied. ‘The surveyor has been since at Cincinnati, and produced his authority from 


the Secretary. He was directed to inform the persons to whom they had been allotted, that they would all be vaca- 
ted; but as the Governor had submitted the matter to the Secretary of State, he did not choose to give any definitive 
order until he should receive an answer from him. 

That, by the act of the 3d March, 1791, the Governor is empowered, where lands have been actually improved 
and cultivated under a supposed grant for the same, to confirm to the persons who made such improvements, their 
heirs, and assigns, the lands supposed to have been granted, or such part thereof, as he, in his discretion, may judge 
reasonable, not exceeding, to any one person, four hundred acres. , 

That the Governor had taken measures for ascertaining the nature of the improvements which had been made 
upon those lands; but, perceiving there would be great difficulty in exercising that discretionary power in a satis- 
factory manner, he had deferred its and, in a conversation with the Secretary of State, in September, 1797, he stated 
the difficulties to him. In many cases there would be very small improvements, while the persons were equally 
deserving of the bounty of Congress as those who had made much larger, and, indeed, were objects of compassion: 
for, having been intercepted or driven off by the Indians, they had lost their time, and the benefit that would have 
accrued to them from their labor being bestowed upon the lands they had obtained; and many of them, from the 
dangerous and unsettled state of the country, were reduced to extreme poverty; while others, who had been able to 
continue their possession, were wealthy and had fine farms. Many lost their lives, and their widows and children 
have little left except their claim to that land which the loss of the husband or the father prevented the cultivation 
of. ‘That it would be impossible for the Governor to do perfect justice; and, even if he could:do justice strictly, he 
would not escape the charge of partiality, when exercising a discretionary power. ‘That it was his opinion, it was not 
so much the nature or quantity of improvement which should be considered as the intention of the party in making 
it; and that wherever it could be made to appear that a person had obtained a grant, and began to improve the land, 
with the intention bona fide to make a settlement, that the whole quantity should be confirmed to him. The opinion 
of the Secretary coincided with that of the Governor, and he recommended it to him to proceed in that manner. In 
the mean time the Secretary of the territory had returned to that country, and proceeded to allot the lands accord- 
ing to his discretion. Some rough minutes of his transactions are left in the office, but it is not easy to discover by 
what rule they were governed; in some cases four hundred acres are given, in some two hundred, and in some twen- 
ty-five acres; and in one, where the improvement was proved to have been worth eight hundred dollars, fifty acres. 
In the cases where the lands claimed fell within the donation tract, this short note appears: “In the donation tract, 
and cannot be confirmed.” ‘The people are extremely dissatisfied. 

That a claim to certain lands near to St. Vincennes was, in the year 1795, presented to the Governor by Benja- 
min Reed, but the papers, which were the foundation of it, had been so injured by water that, in many parts, they 
were not legible. ‘They appeared, however, to have been grants, but for what lands it was impossible to make out. 
But this much the Governor perfectly recollects, that, in no part of them, did it appear that they had ever been 
transferred to Reed; that he informed Reed that, from any thing that appeared, if the grants could be made out, the 
Jand mentioned in them could not be confirmed to him, but to the person named in them, his heirs, or assigns. But 
the Governor is persuaded that Reed never presented to him any claim as assignee of Bradley, assignee of Lan- 
guedoc. The circumstance of the grant having been conditioned for the building a saw mill, would have naturally 
ied to an inquiry whether the condition had been performed; and there could have been no difficulty in ascertaining 
the facts neither is there any in it now. If Languedoc obtained a grant from St. Marie on conditions, these condi- 
tions having been performed, he is entitled as an ancient inhabitants and, if the chain of conveyance is perfect, Reed 
will come in under him. If the chain of conveyance is not perfect, either the heirs of Languedoc, or Bradley, as 
the case may be, will come in. The Governor presumes, that, as the land has fallen within the donation tract, and 
of — has been allotted to another person, an equal quantity of land, in another place, would be readily accepted 
in lieu of it. : 

That the representations of the American inhabitants, and heads of families, are in general just; and, as a former 
part of this report applies to them, the Governor will not trouble the Scnate with a repetition. 

That a very considerable number of people are settled upon the Scioto river, from its entrance, into the Ohio for 
more than sixty miles; but the principal settlement is in the upper part, eight or ten miles above and below Chilli- 
cothe. ‘There are many families, likewise, upon the Ohio bask, from the Scioto upwards; and likewise below the 
Great Miam}, and on the tract of land claimed by: Judge Symmes, beyond what has been granted tohim. It is be- 
lieved their numbers together are upwards of two thousand, and the most of them express a desire to purchase when 
the lands shall be offered for sale; few of them, it is thought, will be found prepared to pay even for one hundred 
and sixty acres, at two dollars per acre. In Pennsylvania, under the proprietary Government, the people were in- 
dulged in taking up lands, in quantities not exceeding three hundred acres, on credit, at a moderate price, but pay- 
ing interest for the whole purchase money, and both principal and interest remained a lien upon the land until the 
whole was paid up; neither could they obtain a patent until that was done. ‘The lands were surveyed by the officers 
of the Government, at the expense of the applicants; valuable improvements soon followed; and, in time, both prin- 
cipal and interest were paid without inconvenience to any one. Whether such a mode of disposing of the lands in 
the Northwestern territory would be eligible, the Governor will not take upon himself to say; but, as the money 
arising from the sales of those lands is appropriated to the payment of the public debt, though little money would be 
immediately received, an interest would accrue equal to the value of them, to meet a like sum of interest accruing 
on the debt. Besides, should it become necessary that those people, already so numerous, and daily increasing in 
number, should be removed, very considerable difficulty may attend it; and of that the Governor has long been 
aware, and has often represented it. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
AR. ST. CLAIR. 
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COMMISSION TO SETTLE LAND CLAIMS WITH GEORGIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, DECEMBER 31, 1799. 


Gentlemen of the Senate: 


I nominate Timothy Pickering, Secretary of State; Oliver Wolcott, Secretary of the Treasury; and Samuel 
Sitgreaves, Esq. of Pennsylvania; to be commissioners to adjust and determine, with commissioners appointed un- 
der the legislative authority of the State of Georgia, all interfering claims of the United States and that State, to 
territory situate west of the river Chattahoochee, north of the thirty-first degree of north latitude, and south of the 
cession made to the United States by South Carolina; and also to receive any proposals for the relinquishment or 
cession of the whole, or any part of the other territory claimed by the State of Georgia, and out of the ordinary juris- 
diction thereof, according to the law of the United States, of the 7th of April, 1798. 








JOHN ADAMS. 
Unitep Sratres, December 31; 1799. 
co 
6th ConeRrEss. ] No. 47. [ist Srssron. 


REFUGEES FROM NOVA SCOTIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 17, 1800. 


The Secretary of War, and the Secretary and Comptroller of the Treasury, in pursuance of the act passed on the 
seventh day of April, 1798, entitled ‘* An act for the relief of the refugees from the British Provinces of Canada 
and Nova Scotia,” respectfully submit to Congress the following special report on the claim of Seth Harding: 


The following facts appear to be satisfactorily established: 


Ist. That the claimant removed from Norwich, in Connecticut, in the year 1771, to Liverpool, in Nova Scotia, 
and carried with him personal property of the value of about two thousand dollars. 

2d. That he was for several years a member of the General Assembly; and in the year 1773 was appointed a 
Justice of the Peace, and one of the Justices of the Court of Common Pleas for Queen’s county, in said province; 
that he lived in apparently easy and prosperous circumstances, on an income which is declared by the claimant to 
have amounted to about five hundred dollars per annum. 

3d. That he privately retired from Nova Scotia in August, 1775, with an inconsiderable proportion of his property; 
that the residue left behind was sold at public auction by the commander of a British sloop of war, as the property 
of an enemy, and that no part thereof was afterwards recovered by the claimant. 

4th. That the intention of the claimant, as declared at the time of his return to Connecticut, was to engage ac- 
tively on the side of this country, in the war which had then commenced with Great Britain. 

5th. That the claimant, during the late war, commanded the brigantine Defence, equipped by the State of Con- 
necticut; also, the States’ ship Oliver Cromwell; and was afterwards promoted to command the United States’ frigate 
Confidency: that, in every service, he was distinguished as a brave, enterprising, and successful commander, until 
the year 1781, when the Confidency was captured by a greatly superior force; and that the court of inquiry whoin- 
vestigated the causes of said capture, reported, that the conduct of the claimant had been proper and becoming his 
station. 

6th. That, early in 1776, while he was commander of the brigantine Defence, the claimant captured three vessels, 
having on board a regiment of troops, five thousand stands of arms, besides supplies of ammunition, tents, and mili- 
tary clothing, which, at that time, were of essential importance to the public defence; that, subsequently, other 
valuable prizes were made; and that, during the war, about eleven hundred soldiers and seamen were captured by 
vessels commanded by the claimant. 

7th. That, owing to the depreciation of the public currency, the insolvency of prize agents, and other casualties, 
the claimant has, at no time, derived the emoluments which might have been reasonably expected as the result of 
his perseverance, bravery, and good fortune, as a naval commander. 

8th. That the claimant is now in a state of poverty, unable, from age, to support himself by exertions of industry; 
and that the representation made by himself is believed to be true; namely, that he is indebted more than one thou- 
sand dollars, chiefly in consequence of sickness in his family. 

Upon the facts before stated, and with reference to the scale of compensation established by the act of Congress 
above recited, we respectfully submit it as our opinion, that a grant ought to be made in favor of Seth Harding, of 
two thousand acres of land, to be located in such manner as Congress may please to prescribe. 


All which is respectfully submitted by 
JAMES McHENRY, Secretary of War. 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, Secretary of the Treasury. 
JOHN STEELE, Comptroller of the Treasury. 
Treasury Deparrment, February 15, 1800. 
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SALE OF LANDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 19, 1800. 


Mr. Harrison, from the committee appointed to inquire whether any, and if any what, alterations are necessary in 
the laws providing for the sale of the lands of the United States, northwest of the Ohio, made the following 
report: 


That, upon inquiring into the situation of the salt springs and licks, the property of the United States, they 
have been informed, from respectable authorities, that those on the west side of the Scioto, on the east of the Mus- 
kingum, and one or two near the Great Miami, are now in the occupancy of a number of persons who are engaged in 
the making of salt to a very considerable extent; and that these persons, by a destructive waste of the timber in the 
neighborhood of the springs, are daily diminishing their value. he committee, therefore, think it advisable that 
measures should be immediately taken to secure to the United States the benefit8 arising from these springs, and 
therefore submit to the House the oe resolution: ‘ : ; 

Resolved, That all the salt springs and licks, the property of the United States, in the territory northwest of the 
Ohio, ought to be leased for a term not less than ———— nor more than ———— years. 











6th Concress. ] No. 49. [ist Session. 


RENEWAL OF A MILITARY LAND WARRANT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEB. 21, 1800. 


Mr. Davis, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of John Mountjoy, made the following report: 


That it appears to the committee that the petitioner was a captain in the service of the United States, in the Re- 
volutionary war with Great Britain, and entitled tobounty land. It appears, also, by an extract from the office of the 
Secretary of War, that the land warrant of the petitioner was cut out of the book; a receipt, dated the 26th of 
February, 1793, and not signed, was left in the office. ‘The land warrant, No. 2492. 

The committee are of opinion that, in consequence of the neglect, or the misconduct of an officer in the War 
Office, no loss ought to fall on the innocent party. 

Resolved, therefore, That the Secretary of War be directed to give to John Mountjoy, late a captain in the ser- 
vice of the United States, a land warrant, No. 2492, for three hundred acres of bounty land. 





6th Conoress. ] No. 50. [ist Sessron. 





CONFIRMATION OF AN INDIAN GRANT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 21, 1800. 


Mr. Harrison, from the committee appointed to inquire whether any, and if any what, alterations are necessary in 
the laws authorizing the sale of the lands of the United States northwest of the Ohio, and to whom was referred 
the petition of Isaac Zane, have taken into consideration the said petition, and make thereon the following 
report: 


That the petitioner states that he was made a prisoner by the. Wyandot Indians, when an infant of nine years 
of age, with which nation he has ever since remained, having married an Indian woman, by whom he has many 
children; that his attachments to the white people has subjected him to numberless inconvenienciesand dangers dur- 
ing the — continual wars which existed between the United States and the Indians, until the peace of Green- 
ville, in 1795. 

That, previous to that period, a tract of land on which he now lives, had been assigned to him by the Wyandot 
Indians, and that no idea was entertained, when that treaty was made, that the land which had been given him 
would fall within the boundary of the United States, (which now appears to be the case) and, of consequence, that 
no provision was made in that treaty in his favor. All of which the committee have reason to believe is perfectly 
true: and it further appears from a certificate given by Governor St. Clair, the agent for Indian affairs in the North- 
western territory, that, at a conference with the chiets of the Wyandot nation, in the month of October, 1799, the 
said chiefs declared it to be the wish of their nation, that a tract of land four miles square, at a place called the Big 
Bottom, on Mad river, a branch of the Great Miami, should be confirmed to the said Zane, this land having been set 
apart for him previous to the treaty of Greenville. Having taken these circumstances into consideration, and hav- 
ing been creditably informed that the petitioner has, in the course of the Indian war, rendered great and repeated 
services to the frontier settlements, by giving information to them of any hostile design meditated against them by the 
Indians, at the no small risk of his life; and having, as far as his power extended, protected and sustained the unfor- 
tunate persons who were occasionally carried into captivity: the committee have concluded that the petitioner 
ought to have confirmed to him a tract of land equal, in some degree, to the intentions of the Indians, and to the 
services rendered by the petitioner to the United States; they,therefore recommend to the House the adoption of the 
following resolution: : : ; 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill authorizing the President of the United States to con- 
vey, in fee simple, to Isaac Zane, two thousand five hundred and sixty acres of land, to be laid off in a square, two 
miles each way, ata place called the Big Bottom, on Mad river, a branch of the Great Miami river, and where the 
said Zane now lives. 
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6th Coneress. ] No. 51. (1st Session. 





CONNECTICUT WESTERN RESERVE. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, OX THE 21st OF MARCH, 1800. 


Mr. Marsuatt, from the committee to whom was.referred the consideration of the expediency of accepting, from 
the State of Connecticut, a cession of jurisdiction of the territory west of Pennsylvania, commonly called the 
Western Reserve of Connecticut, with directions to report by bill, or otherwise, made the following report: 


That, in the year 1606, on the 10th of April, James I, King of England, on the application of Sir Thomas Gates 
and others, for a license to settle a colony in that part of America called Virginia, not possessed by any Christian 
prince or people, between the thirty-fourth and forty-fifth degrees of nerth latitude, granted them a charter. In 
order to facilitate the settlement of the country, and at the request of the adventurers, he divided it into two colo- 
nies. ‘To the first colony, consisting of citizens of London, he granted, ‘** That they might begin their first planta- 
tion and habitation at any place on the said coast of Virginia or America, where they shall think fit and convenient, 
between the said four-and-thirty and one-and-forty degrees of the said latitudes and they shall have all lands, &c. 
from the said first seat of their plantation and habitation, by the space of fifty miles, of English statute measure, 
all along the said coast of Virginia and America, towards the west and southwest, as the coast lieth, with all the 
islands, within one hundred miles, directly over and against the same seacoast; and also all the lands, &c. from 
said place of their first plantation and habitation, for the space of fifty like English miles, all along the said coast of 
Virginia and America, towards the east and northeast, or towards the north, as the coast lieth, with all the islands, 
within one hundred miles, directly over and against the said seacoast; and also all the lands, &c. from the same 
fifty miles every way on the seacoast, directly into the main land, by the space of one hundred like English miles: 
and that no other subjects should be allowed to settle on the back of them, towards the main land, without written 
license from the council of the colony.” 

To the second colony, consisting of ‘Thomas Hanham and others, of the town of Plymouth, King James granted 
the tract between the thirty-eighth and forty -fifth degrees of north latitude, under the same description as the afore- 
said grant was made to the first colony. ‘To these grants a consideration was annexed, that a plantation should not 
be made within one hundred miles of a prior plantation. 

By the same charter, the King agreed that he would give and grant, by letters patent, to such persons, their heirs, 
and assigns, as the council of each colony, or the most part of them, should nominate or assign, all the lands, tene- 
ments, and hereditaments, which should be within the precincts limited for each colony, to be holden of him, his 
heirs and successors as for the manor of East Greenwich, in the county of Kent, in free and common soccage only, 
and not in capite. And that such letters patent should be sufficient assurance from the patentees, so distributed 
and divided amongst the undertakers for the plantations of the several colonies, and such as should make their plan- 
tations in either of the said severa! colonies in such manner and form, and for such estates, as shall be ordered, 
and set down by the council of said colony, or the most part of them, respectively, within which the same lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, shall lie or be: although express mention of the true yearly value or certainty of the 
premises, or any of them, or of any other gifts or grants, by the King, or any of his progenitors, or predecessors, to 
the guarantees was not made, or any statute, &c. to the contrary notwithstanding. 

On the 23d of May, 1609, King James, on the application of the first colony for a further enlargement and expla- 
nation of the first grant, gave them a second charter, in which they were incorporated by the name of ‘* The ‘Trea- 
surer and Company of Adventurers and Planters of the city of London, for the first colony of Virginia.” 

** In this charter the King grants tu them all the lands, &c. in that part of America called Virginia, from the 
point of land called Cape or Point Comfort, all along the seacoast, to the northward, two hundred miles; and from 
the said Point of Cape Comfort, all along the sea-coast, to the southward, two hundred miles; and all that space and 
circuit of Jand, lying from the seacoast of the precinct aforesaid up into the main land throughout, from sea to sea, 
ores - northwest; and also all the islands within one hundred miles along the coast of both seas of the precinct 
aforesaid. 

On the 12th of March, 1611-12, on the representation that there were several islands without the foregoing 
grant, and contiguous to the coast of Virginia, and on the request of the said first colony, for an enlargement of the 
former letters patent, as well for a more ample extent of their limits and territories into the seas adjoining to and 
upon the coast of Virginia, as for the better government of the said colony, King James granted them another char- 
ter. After reciting the description of the second grant, he then proceeds to give, grant, and confirm, to the Trea- 
surer and Company of Adventurers and Planters of the city of London for the first colony of Virginia, and their 
heirs, &c. “ all and singular those islands, whatsvever, situate and being in any part of the ocean, seas, bordering on 
the coast of our said first colony in Virginia, and being within three hundred Seaaaes of any of the parts heretotore 
granted to the said Treasurer and Company in said former Jetters patent as aforesaid, and being within the one- 
and-fortieth and thirtieth degrees of northerly latitude, with all the lands, &c. both within the said tract of land on 
the main, and also within the said islands and seas adjoining, &c. Provided, always, That the said islands, or any 
premises herein mentioned, or by these presents intended, or meant to be conveyed, be not actually possessed or 
inhabited by any other Christian Prince or State; nor be within the bounds, limits, or territories, of the northern 
colony, heretofore by us granted, to be planted by divers of our loving subjects in the north part of. Virginia. 

On the 15th day of July, 1624, James I. granted a commission for the government of Virginia, in which it is 
alleged that the charters to the Treasurer and Company of Adventurers and Planters of the city of London, for the 
first colony of Virginia, had been avoided upon a quo warranto brought, and a legal and judicial proceeding therein 
by due course of law. ; oa 

On the 20th day of August, 1624, James granted another commission for the government of Virginia, in which it 
is alleged ** Whereupon we, entering into mature and deliberate consideration of the premises, did, by the advice 
of our Lords of the Privy Council, resolve, by altering the charters of the said company, as to the point of govern- 
ment, wherein the same might be found defective, to settle such a course as might best secure the safety of the peo- 
ple there, and cause the said plantation to flourish; and, yet, with the preservation of the interests of every planter 

and adventurer, so far forth as their present interests shall not prejudice the public plantations; but because the 
said ‘Treasurer and Company did not submit their charters to be reformed, our proceedings therein were stayed for 
a time, until, upon quo warranto brought, and a legal and judicial proceeding therein, by due course of Jaw, the said 
charters were, and now are, and stand avoided.” 

On the 13th of May, 1625, Charles I. by his proclamation, after alleging that the letters patent, to the colony of 
Virginia, had been questioned in a legal course, and thereupon judicially repealed, and judged to be void, declares 
that the government of the colony of Virginia, shall immediately depend on himself, and not be committed to any 
company or corporation. ; : 

rom this time Virginia was considered to be a royal Government, and it appears that the Kings of England, from 

time to time, granted commissions for the government of the same. 

The right of making grants of lands was vested in and solely exercised by the Crown. 

‘The Colonies of Maryland, North and South Carolina, Georgia, and part of Pennsylvania, were erected by the 
Crown, within the chartered limits of the first colony of Virginia. ; d 

When the King of France had dominions in North America, the land in question was included in the province 
of Louisiana. but no part of it was actually settled by any of his subjects. After the conquest of the French ain 
sions in North America by Great Britain, this tract was ceded to the King of Great Britain, by the treaty of Paris, 


in 1763, 
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In the year 1774, the Parliament of Great Britain passed an act, declaring and enacting ‘That all the territories: 
islands, and countries, in North America, belonging to the Crown of Great Britain, bounded on the south by a 
line from the bay of Chaluers, along the high lands which divide the rivers that empty themselves into the river St. 
Lawrence, from those that fall into the sea, to a point in forty-five degrees of north latitude on the eastern bank of 
the river Connecticut, keeping the same latitude directly west, through the lake Champlain, until in the same lati- 
tude it meets the river St. Lawrence; from thence, up the eastern branch of said river to the lake Ontario; thence 
through the lake Ontario and the river commonly called Niagara; and thence, along by the eastern and southeastern 
bank of lake Erie, following the bank until the same shall be intersected by the northern boundary, granted by the char- 
ter of the province of Pennsylvania, in case the same shall so be intersected; and from thence, along the said northern 
and western boundaries of said province, until the said western boundary strike the Ohio. But in case the said bank 
of the said lake shall not be found to be so intersected, then, following the said bank, until it_shall arrive at the 
point of the said bank, which shall be nearest to the northwestern angle of the said province of Pennsylvania; and 
thence by a right line to the said northwestern angle of said province; and thence, along the western boundary of said 

rovince, until it shall strike the river Ohio, and along the bank of the said river, westward, to the banks of the 
iiiesiscipels and northward to the southern boundary of the territory granted to the Merchants, adventurers of 
England, trading to Hudson’s Bay; and, also, all such territories, islands, and countries, which have, since the 10th 
of iveny, 1763, been made part of the government of Newfoundland, be, and they are hereby, during His Majes- 
ty’s pleasure, annexed to and made part and parcel of the province of Quebec, as created and established by the 
said royal proclamation of the 7th of October, 1763. 

** Provided, always, That nothing herein contained relative to the boundary of the province of Quebec shall in 
any wise affect the boundaries of any other colony. 

“ Provided, always, and be it enacted, That nothing in this act contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, 
to make void, or to vary, or alter any right, title, or possession derived under any grant, conveyance, or otherwise 
howsoever of, or to any lands within the said province or provinces thereto adjoining; but that the same shall be in 
force and have effect as if this act had never been made.” 

In the year 1620, on the 3d of November, King James gave a charter to the second colony of Virginia: after 
reciting the grants made to the first colony of Virginia, at stating an application from the second colony for a 
further enlargement of privileges, he proceeded to declare ‘* that the tract of land, in America, between the for- 
tieth and forty-eighth degrees of north latitude, from sea to sea, should be called New England; and for the planting 
and governing the same, he incorporated a council at Plymouth, in the county of Devon, and granted to them 
and their successors,” all that part of America, lying and being in breadth, from — degrees of northerly latitude, 
from the equinoctial line, to forty-eight degrees of the said northerly latitude inclusively, and in length of, and 
within all the said breadth aforesaid, throughout all the main lands from sea to sea, together with all the firm lands, 
&c. upon the main, and within the said islands and seas adjoining. Provided, the said islands, or any of the pre- 
mises before mentioned, and intended by said charter to be granted, be not actually possessed or inhabited by any 
Christian Prince or State, nor be within the bounds, limits, or territories of the Southern colony, granted to be planted 
in the south part. King James, by said charter, commanded and authorized said council at Plymouth, er their suc- 
_—- or the major part of them, to distribute and assign such portions of Jand to adventurers, &c. as they should 
think proper. 

In the year 1628, 4th March, the council of Plymouth, pursuant to the authority vested in them “| tneir charter, 
ranted to Sir Henry Roswell, and others, a tract of land called Massachusetts; and King Charles I. on the 4th of 
March, 1629, confirmed the sale, and granted them a charter. After reciting the description of the grant to the coun- 

cil of Plymouth, and their grant to Sir Henry Roswell, and others, he grants and confirms to them, “all that part of 
New England in America, which lies and extends between a great river there commonly called Morromack river, 
alias Merrimack river, and a certain other river there called Charles river, being in the bottom of a certain bay, there 
called Massachusetts, alias Mattachusetts, alias Massactusetts bay: and also alland singular those lands and heredi- 
taments whatsoever, lying within the space of three English miles, on the south part of the said river, called Charles 
river, or of any or every part thereof; and also all and singular, the lands and hereditaments whatsoever, lying and 
being within the space of three English miles to the southward of the southernmost parts of the said bay, called 
Massachusetts, alias Mattachusetts, alias Massactusetts bay; and also all those lands and hereditaments whatsoever, 
which lie and be within the space of three English miles to the northward of the said river, called Morromack, 
alias Merrimack; or to the northward of any and every part thereof; and all lands and hereditaments whatsoever, 
lying within the limits aforesaid, north and south, in latitude and in breadth, and in length and longitude of, and 
within all the breadth aforesaid, throughout the main lands there, from the Atlantic and Western sea and ocean 
on the east part to the South sea on the west part, with a proviso not to extend to lands possessed by a Christian 
Prince, or within the limits of the southern colony.” 

In the year 1631, on the 19th of March, the Earl of Warwick granted to Lord Say and Seal, and others, all 
that part of New England in America, which lies and extends itself froma river there called Narraganset river, the 
space of iy leagues, upon a straight line near the sea shore, towards the southwest, west and by south or west 
as the coast lieth towards Virginia, accounting three English miles to the league, and also all and singular the 
lands and hereditaments whatsoever, lying and being within the lands aforesaid, north and south, in latitude and 
in breadth, and in length and longitude of, and within all the breadth aforesaid, throughout the main lands there, 
from the Western ocean to the South sea, &c. and also all the islands, lying in America, aforesaid in said seas, or 
either of them, on the western or eastern coasts, &c. ‘The territory aforesaid having been in the year preceding 
by the council of Plymouth granted to said Earl of Warwick. 

In 1635, the 7th of June, the council of Plymouth, after having made sundry other grants, surrendered their char- 
ter to the Crown. 

In the year 1635, Lord Say and Seal, and other associates, appointed John Winthrop their governor and agent, 
to enter upon and take possession of their territory, which he accordingly did, and began a settlement near themouth 
of Connecticut river. About the same time, a number of English colonists emigrated from the Massachusetts to 
Connecticut river, and after having found themselves to be without the patent of that colony, formed into a political 
association by the name of the Colony of Connecticut, and eine Tome of Lord Say and Seal, and others, their 
grant from the Earl of Warwick, made in 1631; and in 1661 petitioned King Charles the II. setting forth their colo- 
nization, their adoption c* a voluntary form of Government, their grant from Lord Say and Seal, and others, and 
their acquisition by purchase and conquest, and praying him to give them a charter of Government, agreeably to 
the system they had adopted, with power equal to those conferred on Massachusetts, or the lords and gentlemen 
whose jurisdiction right they had purchased, and to confirm the grant or patent which they had obtained as afore- 
said of the assigns of the Plymouth council, according to the tenor of a draft or instrument, which they say was 
— to be tendered at his gracious order. 

ing Charles II., referring to the facts stated in the petition aforesaid, granted a charter, dated the 23d of April 
1662, in which he constituted and declared Jchn Winthrop and others his associates, a body corporate and politic, 
by the name of the Governor and Company of the English Colony of Connecticut in New England, in America, 
with privileges and powers of government, and granted and confirmed to the said Governor and company and their 
successors, all that part of his dominions in New England in America, bounded on the east by Narraganset river, 
commonly called Narraganset bay, where the said river falls into the sea; and on the north by the line of Massa- 
chusetts plantation, and on the south by the sea, and in longitude as the line of Massachusetts colony, running from 
east to west, that is to say, from the said Narraganset bay on the east, to the South sea, on the west, with the islands 
thereto adjoining; (which is the present charter of Connecticut.) : . 

On the 23d of April, 1664, King Charles addressed a letter to the Governor and company of Connecticut, in 
which, among other things, he speaks of having renewed their charter. 
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On the 12th of March, 1664, Charles II. granted to James, Duke of York, “all that part of the main land in 
New England, beginning at a certain place called and known by the name of St. Croix, next adjoining to New 
Scotland in America, and from thence extending along the seacoast, unto a place called Pennique, or Pennequid, 
and so up the river thereof unto the furthermost head of the same, as it tendeth northward, and extending trom 
thence unto the river Kennebequie, and upwards by the shortest course to the river called Canada, northward; and 
also all that island or islands, called by the several name or names of Mattawacks, or Long Island, situate, ying, 
and being towards the west of Cape Cod and the Narragansets, abutting on the main lands, between the two rivers 
there called and known by the names of Connecticut, and Hudson’s river, together also with the said river called 
Hudson’s river, and all the lands from the west side of Connecticut river to the east side of Delaware bay, and all 
the several islands, &c. 

As the charter to the Duke of York covered part of the lands included in the charter of Connecticut, and as a 
part of the country had been settled by christian nations prior to the Charter of Connecticut, for which an excep- 
tion had been made in the charter to the council of Plymouth, though not in that to Connecticut; a dispute arose 
between the Duke of York and the spe of Connecticut, respecting the bounds of their respective grants. King 
Charles II. having appointed Richard Nichols, and others, commissioners to visit the New England colonies, with 
power to hear and determine all complaints and appeals, and proceed in all things for providing for and settling 
the peace of said country. 

nthe 13th October, 1664, the General Assembly of the colony of Connecticut appointed agents to wait on said 
commissioners, which appointment was expressed in the following terms, to wit: Mr. Allen, &c. are desired to 
accompany the Governor to New York to congratulate His Majesty’s honorable commissioners, and if an opportu- 
nity offers itself, that they can issue the bounds between the Duke’s patent and ours (so as in their judgment may be 
for the satisfaction of the court) they are empowered to attend the same, &c. Said commissioners undertook the 
settlement of said bounds, and on the 30th of November, 1664, determined as follows: 


“By virtue of His Majesty’s commission, we have heard the difference about the bounds of the patent granted 
to the Duke of York,.and the colony of Connecticut, and having considered the same, &c. we do declare, and order, 
the southern bound of His Majesty’s colony is the sea, and that Long Island is to be under the government of His 
Royal Highness the Duke of York, as is expressed by plain words in said charters respectively. And also by virtue 
of His Majesty’s commission, and by consent of both the Governors and gentlemen above named, we do also order 
and declare that the creek or river which is called Monoromock, which is reputed to be about twelve miles to the 
east of Westchester and a line to be drawn from the east point or side where the fresh water falls into the salt, at 
high-water mark, north northwest to the line of the Massachusetts, be the western bound of said colony of Con- 
necticut, and all plantations lying westward of that creek and line so drawn shall be under His Royal Highness’s 
governments and all plantations lying eastward of that creek and line to be under the government of Connecticut.” 


To this the commissioners from Connecticut subscribed in the following manner, viz: 


** We the underwritten, on behalf of the colony of Connecticut, have assented unto the determination of His 
Majesty’s commissioners in relation to the‘ bounds and limits of His Royal Highness the Duke’s patent and the 
patent of Connecticut.” 


This was a settlement of boundary between the interfering charter of Connecticut and that to the Duke of York, 
as it respected the eastern extent of the latter. 

New York being June 1673, recovered by the Dutch, and their Government revived, was, in 1674, ceded on 
a treaty of peace. The Duke obtained a renewal of his patent, and claimed a re-settlement of the same, which was 
finally effected in 1735, when Biram river, the present line, was established. 

Charles the second, on the 4th day of March 1681, granted to William Penn, the first proprietary and Governor 
of Pennsylvania, all that tract or part of land in America, with the islands therein contained, as the same is bounded 
on the east by Delaware river, from twelve miles distance, northward of Newcastle town, unto the three-and-for- 
tieth degree of northern latitude, if said river doth extend so far northward; but if the said river shall not extend so 
far northward, then, by the said river so far as it doth extend, and from the head of the said river, the eastern bounds 
are to be determined by a meridian line, to be drawn from the head of said river, unto the said forty-third degree; 
the said land to extend westward five degrees in longitude, to be computed from the said eastern bounds; and the 
said lands to be bounded on the north by the beginning of the three-and-fortieth degree of northern latitude; and on 
the south by a circle drawn at tweive miles distance from Newcastle, northward and westward, unto the beginning 
of the — degree of northern latitude; and then by a straight line, westward, to the limits of longitude above 
mentioned. 

On — of November, 1779, the Legislature of Pennsylvania vested the estate of the proprietaries in the Com- 
monwealth. 

The charter of Pennsylvania comprehended a part of the land included in the charter of Connecticut, viz: 
between the forty-first and forty-second degrees of north latitude, in consequence of which a dispute arose respect- 
ing the right of soil and jurisdiction. 

This dispute came to a final decision before a court of commissioners appointed pursuant to the articles of con- 
federation, on the 30th day of December, 1782, when it was determined that the State of Connecticut had no right to 
—— included in the charter of Pennsylvania; and that the State of Pennsylvania had the right of jurisdiction 
and pre-emption. 

The State of Connecticut acquiesced in the decision aforesaid, respecting the lands claimed by Pennsylvania, and 
the court of commissioners having final jurisdiction, the claim of Connecticut respecting both soil and jurisdiction is 
conclusively settled. But Connecticut did not abandon her claim to lands west of Pennsylvania, and at a General 
Assembly, holden at New Haven on the second Thursday of October, 1783, the following act was passed, viz. 
‘* Whereas this State has the undoubted and exclusive right of jurisdiction and pre-emption to all the lands lying 
west of the western limits of the State of Pennsylvania, and east of the river Mississippi, and extending throughout 
from the latitude 41° to latitude 42° and 2’ north, by virtue of the charter granted by King Charles the Second to 
the late colony, now State of Connecticut, bearing date the 23d day of April, A. D. 1662, which claim and title to 
make known, for the information of all, to the end that they may conform themselves thereto. 


*¢ Resolved, ‘That his excellency the Governor be desired to issue his proclamation, declaring and asserting the 
right of this State to all the lands within the limits aforesaid; and strictly forbidding all persons to enter or settle 
thereon, without special license and authority first obtained from the General Amedity of this State.” 


Pursuant to this resolution, Governor Trumbull issued a proclamation, bearing date the 15th day of November 
1783, making known the determination of the State to maintain their claim to said territory,and forbidding all per- 
sons to enter thereon, or settle within the limits of the same. 

On the 29th of April, 1784, Congress adopted the following resolution: 

Congress, by their resolution of September 6th, 1780, having thought it advisable to press upon the States having 
claims to the Western country a liberal surrender of a ~~ of their territorial claims; by that of the 10th of 
October in the same year, having fixed conditions to which the Union should be bound on receiving such cessions; 
and having ecm proposed the same subject to those States in their address of April the 18th, 1783, wherein stating 
the national debt, and expressing their reliance for its discharge, on the prospect of vacant territory in aid of other 
resources, they, for that purpose, as_ wel! as to obviate disagreeable controversies and confusions, included in the 
same recommendations a renewal of those of September 6th, and of October the 10th, 1780, which several recom- 
mendations have not yet been fully complied with. 

Resolved, That the same subject be again presented to the said States; that they be urged to consider, that the 
war being now brought to a happy termination, by the personal services of our soldiers, the supplies of property by 
our citizens, and loans of money from them as well as foreigners; these several creditors have a right to expect that 
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funds will be provided, on which they may rely for indemnification; that Congress still consider vacant territory 
as an important resource; and that, therefore, said States be earnestly pressed by immediate and liberal cessions to 
forward these necessary ends, and to promote the harmony of the Union. : 

The State of Connecticut, prior to the decree of Trenton, offered to make a cession of Western territory, but 
under such restrictions that Congress refused to accept the same. In consequence of the above recommendation of 
Congress, the Legislature of Connecticut resumed the consideration of a cession of their Western territory: and, at 
a General Assembly of the State, on the second Thursday of May, 1786, passed the following act: 

** Be it enacted - the Governor, Council, and Representatives, in general court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, That the delegates of this State, or any two of them, who shall be attending the Congress of the United 
States, be, and they are hereby directed, authorized, and fully empowered, in the name and behalf of this State, to 
make, execute, and deliver, under their hands and seals an ample deed of release and cession of all the right, title, 
interest, jurisdiction, and claim of the State of Connecticut, to certain Western lands, beginning at the completion 
of the forty-first degree of north latitude, one hundred and twenty miles west of the western boundary line of the 
Commonwealth of cnatenin, as now claimed by said Commonwealth; and from thence by a line to be drawn north 
parallel to, and one hundred and twenty miles west of the said west line of Pennsylvania, and to continue 
north until it comes to 42° and 2’ north latitude: whereby all the right, title, interest, jurisdiction, and claim of the 
State of Connecticut to the lands lying west of the said line, to be drawn, as aforementioned, one hundred and 
twenty miles west of the western boundary line of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as now claimed by said Com- 
monwealth, shall be included, released, and ceded to the United States in Congress assembled, for the common 
use and benefit of said States, Connecticut inclusive. 

On the 26th of May, 1786, Congress resolved, ** that Congress, in behalf of the United States, are ready .to ac- 
cept all the right, title, interest, jurisdiction, and claim of the State of Connecticut to certain western lands, begin- 
ning at the completion of the forty-first degree of north latitude, one hundred and twenty miles west of the west- 
ern boundary line of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as now claimed by said Commonwealth; and from thence, 
by a line to be drawn north parallel to, and one hundred and twenty miles west of the said west line of Pennsyl- 
vania, and to continue north until it comes to forty-two degrees two minutes north latitude, whenever the delegates 
of Connecticut shall be furnished with full powers, and shall execute a deed for that purpose.” 

On the 14th of September, 1786, the delegates from Connecticut executed a deed of cession agreeably to the 
above resolution, and it was resolved “ that Congress accept the said deed of cession, and that the same be recorded 
and enrolled among the acts of the United States in Congress assembled.” 

The cession from Connecticut was accepted by Congress in the same manner and form as the cessions from Vir- 
ginia, New York, and Massachusetts. es 

The Legislature of Connecticut, on the second Thursday of October, 1786, passed an act directing the survey of 
that part of their western territory not ceded to Congress, — of Pennsylvania, and east of the river Caya- 
hoga, to which the Indian right had been extinguished; and by the same act, opened a land office for the sale thereof. 
Under this act, a part of said tract was sold. 

The Legislature of Connecticut, in 1792, granted five hundred thousand acres of said territory, being the west 
part thereof, to certain citizens of the State, as a compensation for property burned and destroyed in the towns of 
New London, New Haven, Fairfield, and Norwalk, by the British troops in the war between the United States of 
America and Great Britain. Many transfers of parts of this land have been made for valuable considerations. 

In May, 1795, the Legislature of Connecticut passed a resolve in the words following: 

** Resolved by the Assembly, That a committee be appointed to receive any proposals that may be made by any ¢ 
person or persons, whether inhabitants of the United States, or others, for the purchase of the lands belonging to 
this State lying west of the west line of Pennsylvania, as claimed by said State. And the said committee are 
hereby fully authorized and empowered, in the name and-behalf of this State, to negotiate with any such person or 
persons, on the subject of any such proposals, and also to form and complete any contract or contracts for the sale 
of the said lands, and to make and execute, under their hands and seals, to the purchaser or purchasers, a deed or 
deeds, duly authenticated, quitting, in behalf of this State, all right, title, and interest, juridical and territorial, in 
and to said lands to him or them, and to his and their heirs forever. 

“ That before the executing of such deed or deeds, the purchaser or purchasers shall give their personal note or 
bond, payable to the Treasurer of this State, for the purchase money, carrying an interest of six per centum per 
annum, payable annually, to commence from the date thereof, or from such future period, not exceeding two years 
from the date, as circumstances, in the opinion of the committee, may require, and as may be agreed on between 
them and the said purchaser or purchasers, with good and suflicient sureties, inhabitants of this State; or with a suf- 
ficient deposite of bank stock, or other stock of the United States, or the particular States; which note or bond shall 
be taken, payable at a period not more remote than five years from the date, or if by annual instalments, so that the 
last instalment be made payable within ten years from the date, either in specie, or six per cent., three per cent., or 
deferred stock of the United States, at the discretion of the committee. 

** That if the said committee shall find that it will be most beneficial to the State or its citizens, to form several 
contracts for the sale of the said lands, they shall not consummate any of the said contracts apart by themselves, while 
the others lie in a train of negotiation only; but all the contracts, which, taken together, shall comprise the whole of 
the quantity of the said lands, shall be consummated together, and the purchasers shall hold their respective parts, 
or proportions, as tenants in common of the whole tract, or territory, and not in severalty. 

*¢ That the said committee, in whatever manner they shall find it best to sell the said lands, shall, in no case, be at 
liberty to sell the whole quantity fora principal sum less than one million of dollars in specie, with interest at six 
per cent. per annum from the time of such sale.” 

The Legislature, at the same time, appointed a committee to sell said lands, who advertised the same in various 
newspapers in the United States, and particularly in the Gazette of the United States, published in Philadelphia. 

Said committee sold said lands to sundry citizens of Connecticut, and of other States, for the sum of one million 
two hundred thousand dollars; and on the 9th day_ of September, 1795, executed to the several purchasers, deeds 
quitting to them and their heirs forever, all right, title, and interest, juridical and territorial of the State of Connec- 
ticut; to lands belonging to said State, lying west of the west line of Pennsylvania, as claimed by said State. 

The Legislature of Connecticut have appropriated the money arising on the sale of said lands, for the support of 
schools, and have pledged the annual interest as a perpetual fund for that purpose. The proprietors have paid the 
principal part of two years’ interest to the State, making about the sum of one hundred chousand dollars. 

The purchasers have surveyed into townships of five miles square, the whole of said tract lying east of the river 
Cayahoga, and to which the Indian right has been extinguished; they have made divisions thereof according to their 
respective proportions; commenced settlements in thirty-five of said townships; and there are actually settled there- 
in about one thousand inhabitants. A number of mills have been built, and roads cut in various directions through 
said territory, to the extent of about seven hundred miles; numerous sales and transfers of the land have been made, 
and the proprietors, in addition to the payments of interest aforesaid, have already expended about the sum of eighty 
thousand dollars. . j 

While the State of Connecticut was making a disposition of said territory, the following acts took place in the 
Government of the United States. 

In the report of the Secretary of State, respecting the quantity and situation of the lands not claimed by the 
Indians, nor granted to, nor claimed by any of the citizens of the United States within the territory ceded to-the 
United States by the State of North Carolina, and within the territory of the United States northwest of the river 
Ohio, are the fo eee clauses: ; ‘ 

__ Under the head of lands reserved by States in their deeds of cession, it is said, ‘‘ the tract of country presents 
itself from the completion of the forty-first degree to forty.second degree two minutes of north latitude, and ex- 
tending to the Pennsylvania line before mentioned, one hundred and twenty miles westward, not mentioned in the 
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deed of Connecticut, while all the country westward thereof was mentioned to be ceded; about two and an half 
millions of acres of this may, perhaps, be without the Indian lines before mentioned.” 

In the act of Congress passed May 18th, 1796, entitled ‘* An act providing for the sale of the lands of the United 
States northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of the Kentucky river,” is the following section: 


Sec. 4. Beit further enacted, That whenever seven ranges of townships shall have been surveyed below the 
Great Miami, or between the Scioto river and the Ohio Company’s purchase, or between the southern boundary of 
the Connecticut claims, and the ranges already laid off, beginning upon the Ohio river, and extending westwardly; 
and the plats thereof made and transmitted, in conformity to the provisions of this act, the said sections of six hun- 
dred ian forty acres (excluding those hereby reserved) shall be offered for sale at public vendue, under the direc- 
tion of the Governor, or Secretary of the Western Territory, and the Surveyor General; such of them as lie below 
the Great Miami, shall be sold at Cincinnati; those of them that lie between the Scioto and the Ohio Company’s pur- 
chase, at Pittsburg; and those between the Connecticut claim and seven ranges at Pittsburg, &c.”* 

At a meeting of commissioners from sundry of the then colonies at Albany, on Tuesday, the 9th of July, 1754, 
it was, among other things, agreed and resolved, as follows: 

That His Majesty’s title to the northern continent of America appears to be founded on the discovery thereof 
first made, and the possession thereof first taken in 1497, under a commission from Henry VII. of England, to 
Sebastian Cabot. That the French have possessed themselves of several parts of this continent, which, by treaties, 
have been ceded and confirmed to them. 

That the right of the English to the whole seacoast from Georgia on the south, to the river St. Lawrence on the 
north, excepting the island of Cape Breton, and the islands in the Bay of St. Lawrence, remains indisputable. 

That all the lands or countries westward from the Atlantic Ocean to the South Sea, between 48 and 34° north 
latitude, was expressly included in the grant of King Charles I. to divers of his subjects, so long since as the year 
1606, and afterwards confirmed in 1620, and under this grant the colony of Virginia claims extent as far west as 
the South Seas and the ancient colonies of the Massachusetts Bay and Connecticut were by their respective char- 
ters made to extend to the said South Sea; so that not only the right of the seacoast, but to all the inland countries 
from sea to sea, has, at all times, been asserted by the Crown of England. 

In 1754, some settlements were made from Connecticut on lands on the Susquehannah, about Wyoming, within 
the chartered limits of Pennsylvania, and also within the chartered limits claimed by Connecticut, which produced 
a letter from the Governor of Connecticut to the Governor of Pennsylvania, of which the following is an extract: 


“ Winpsor, March 13, 1754. 


** There being now no unimpropriated lands with us, some of our inhabitants, hearing of this land at Susquehan- 
nah, and that it was north of the grant made to Mr. Penn and that to Virginia, are upon a design of —s a pur- 
chase from the Indians, and hope to obtain a grant of it from the Crown. But Mr. Armstrong informs me that this 
land is certainly within Mr. Penn’s grant. If so, I don’t suppose our people had any purpose to quarrel with Pennsyl- 
vania. Indeed, I don’t know the mind of every private man, but I never heard our leading men express themselves 


so inclined.” 
On the same day, Lieutenant Governor Fitch wrote from Hartford a letter on the same subject, of which the 


following is an extract: 

** T do well approve of the notice you take of the attempt some of the people of this colony are making, and the 
concern you manifest for the general peace, &c. I know nothing of any thing done by the Government to coun- 
tenance such a procedure as you intimate, and, I conclude, is going on among some of our people. I shall, in all 
proper ways, use my interest to prevent every thing that may tend to prejudice the general good of these govern- 
ments, and am inclined to believe that this wild scheme of our people will come to nothing, though I can’t certainly 
say. 
Ata General Assembly for Connecticut, holden in May, 1755, the Susquehannah Company, as were styled those 
who were seating lands on that river west of New York, and within the boundaries claimed by Pennsylvania and 
Connecticut, presented a petition praying the assent of the Legislature to a petition to His Majesty for a new colony 
within the chartered limits of Connecticut, and describing the Jands lying west of New York; whereupon, the 
Assembly of Connecticut, after reciting the said petition, came to the following resolution: 


Resolved, by this Assembly, That they are of opinion that the peaceably and orderly erecting and carrying on 
some new and well regulated colony or plantation on the lands above mentioned would tend to fix and secure said 
Indian nations in allegiance to His Majesty and friendship with his subjects; and accordingly hereby manifest their 
ready acquiescence therein, if it should be His Majesty’s royal pleasure to grant said land to said petitioners, and 
thereon erect and settle a new colony, in such form and under such regulations as might be consistent with his royal 
wisdom; and also take leave humbly to recommend the said petitioners to his royal favor in the premises. 

On the 31st of August, 1779, an agreement was concluded between commissioners duly appointed for that pur- 
pose by the States of Virginia and Pennsylvania, respectively, whereby it was agreed ‘* That the line commonly 
called Mason’s and Dixon’s line be extended due west five degrees of longitude, to be computed from the river Dela- 
ware, for the southern boundary of Pennsylvania; and that a meridian drawn from the western extremity thereof 
to the northern limits of the said States, a be the western boundary of Pennsylvania forever;” which 
agreement was ratified and ard confirmed by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, by resolution bearing date the 3d 


day of September, 1780, and by the State of Virginia on the ——day of 178-.'See Journals of Pennsylvania Assem- 
bly, vol. 1. page 519. 


On the 6th day of June, 1788, Congress directed the geographer of the United States to ascertain the boundary 
line between the United States and the States of New York and Massachusetts, agreeably to the deeds of cession of 
the said States, and also directed that the meridian line between lake Erie ca the State of Pennsylvania being 
run, the land lying west of the said line, and between the State of Pennsylvania and lake Erie, should be surveyed, 
and return thereof made to the Board of Treasury, who were authorized to make sale thereof. 

The said land having been sold, in conformity with the above mentioned resolution, to the State of Pennsylva- 
nia, Congress, on the 3d of September, 1788, passed a resolution relinquishing and transferring all the right, ‘title, 
and claim, of the United States to the government and jurisdiction of the said tract of land, to the State of Penn- 
sylvania forever. ; ; 

As the purchasers of the land commonly called the Connecticut Reserve hold their title under the State of Con- 
necticut, they cannot submit to the Government established by the United States in the Northwestern territory, 
without endangering their titles, and the jurisdiction of Connecticut could not be extended over them without much 
inconvenience. Finding themselves in this situation, they have applied to the Legislature of Connecticut to cede 
the jurisdiction of the said territory to the United States. In pursuance of such appljcation, the Legislature of 
Connecticut, in the month of October, 1797, passed an act authorizing the Senators of the said State in Congress to 
execute a deed of release in behalf of said State to the United States of the jurisdiction of said territory. 

‘The committee are of opinion that the cession of jurisdiction offered by the State of Connecticut, ought to be 
accepted by the United States, on the terms and conditions specified in the bill which accompanies this report. 


* On the 21st January, 1799, Mr. Read, from a committee to whom was referred a bill to accept a cession from Connecticut 
of the Western Reserve, made a report to the Senate, of which the preceding is a transcript. 
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LAND CLAIMANTS IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 2, 1800. 


Mr. SewaLt, fromi the committee to whom were referred the memorials of Thomas Burling and others, of John 
Collier and others, and of Cato West and others, made the following report: 


On so much thereof as respects the uncertainties and interfering claims, to which the rights and locations of 
land in the Mississippi Territory are liable, and as to rewarding and encouraging actual settlers by allowances of 
land to be made to them in consideration of their improvements. ; ! 

In considering this part of the subjects referred to them, the committee have thought it necessary to examine 
‘by whom, and in what manner, the general rights of soil and jurisdiction in the Mississippi ‘Territory, have been 
heretofore claimed and exercised. ‘They have particularly consulted, for this purpose, the report of the Attorney 
General to Congress, containing a collection of charters, treaties, and other documents, relative to, and explanatory 
of, the titles to the lands situate in the southwestern parts of the United States:* and a digest of the laws of the 
State of Georgia, lately published, and submit the following brief statement of the most material circumstances 
which have occurred to them in this inquiry. ; ; x A 

A contest between England and Spain, respecting the boundaries of their territories in this part of America, 
commenced with the earliest settlements or colonies which the English attempted in Carolina, and the Spaniards in 
Florida. At that period, England claimed as far south as the twenty-ninth degree of north latitude. Charles the . 
First, in the fifth year of his reign, granted to Sir Robert Heath, Carolina, Florida lying from the river Matheo in 
the thirtieth degree, to the river Passa Mana, in the thirty-sixth degree of north latitude. 

In 1662, Charles the Second granted the same country, with some small difference of boundary, that is, fixing its 
southern boundary as within one-and-thirty degrees of north latitude, to Lord Clarendon and others, called the 
lords proprietors, and established it as a province, by the name of Carolina: and a subsequent charter by the same 
Prince, in 1664, confirming the last mentioned grant, extended it southwards to the twenty-ninth degree of north 
latitude, inclusive. J 

In 1670, by the seventh article of the treaty of peace then concluded between Great Britain and Spain, it was 
declared that the King of Great Britain should remain in possession of what he then possessed in the West Indies 
and America. It is understood, however, that the hesadine between Florida and Carolina continued to be a sub- 
ject of contest, and a disputed jurisdiction between those powers. 

In 1726, seven of the lords proprietors of Carolina, (Lord Carteret retaining his share,) relinquished, and sur- 
rendered to George the Second, then King of Great Britain, seven-eighth parts of the proprietary and their rights, 
under the two last mentioned charters; and this surrender was confirmed by act of Parliament. About this time, 
Carolina was divided into South and North Carolina: and after the surrender, a part of the latter province was 
assigned to Lord Carteret for his share in the original proprietary. 

In 1732, George the Second granted and established within the boundary of South Carolina, the colony of Georgia, 
bounding it from the northern stream of a river called the Savannah, all along the seacoast to the southward, unto 
the most northern stream of a certain other river called the Altamaha, and westward from the head of the said rivers, 
respectively, in direct lines to the South Seas. South Carolina, after the establishment of the province of Georgia, 
continued to claim and exercise jurisdiction over the territory lying to the southward of the Altamaha; and in 1758, 
particularly, the Governor of South Carolina encouraged a settlement which had been commenced by one Grey, 
and his adherents, and granted them patents of land, in that territory. 

In , the trustees for establishing the colony of Georgia surrendered their charter to George the Second; 
and in 1754, John Reynolds was appointed Governor of Georgia, then constituted a royal province, by the same 
boundaries which had been given to the colony in the original charter. In 1763, by the treaty of peace concluded 
between Great Britain and Spain, His Catholic Majesty ceded and guarantied in fall right to His Britannic Majesty, 
Florida, with fort St. Augustine, and the bay of Pensacola, as well as all that Spain possessed on the continent 
of North America, to the east or southeast of the river Mississippi. In the same year, the King of Great Britain, 
then possessing entirely the right and control of this part of America, established by his proclamation the provinces 
of East and West Florida. The northern boundary of the former was declared to be a line drawn from the junc- 
tion of the Chattahoochee and Flint rivers to the source of Saint Mary’s river, and by the course of that river to the 
Atlantic ocean. The northern boundary of West Florida was declared to be a line drawn due east from that part 
of the river Mississippi which lies in thirty-one degrees of northern latitude to the river Chattahoochee. By the 
same proclamation, all the lands lying between the rivers Altamaha and St. Mary’s were annexed to Georgia. 

By letters patent dated in January, fourth year of King George the Third, James Wright, who is recited to have 
been appointed Governor of Georgia, in the first year of George the Third, was again constituted Governor of that 
province, of which the southern boundary was described to be “-by the most southern stream of the river St. Mary, 
2 = head thereof, and thence westward, as far as our territories extend, by the north boundary of East and West 

orida.’ ' 
_ _In March, 1764, a representation was made by the Board of Trade to the King of Great Britain, that, upon the 
information‘of the Governor of West Florida, the northern boundary of that province, as lately established, had been 
found by actual surveys to exclude some considerable settlements on the Mississippi, and the town of Mobile itself; 
and, therefore, it was recommended and proposed, that an instrument might pass under the great seal in like man- 
ner as was directed in the case of the extension of the south boundary of Georgia, declaring the province of West 
Florida to be bounded to the north by a line drawn from the mouth of the river Yazoo, where it unites with the 
Mississippi, due east to the river Appalachicola. 

It appears that, by letters patent, dated 21st November, fourth year of King George the Third, George Johnstone, 
Esq. was appointed Governor of West Florida,-bounded on the north by a line drawn due east from that part of the 
river Mississippi which lies ia thirty-one degrees of north latitude, to the river Appalachicola: and that by other 
letters patent, dated 6th June, in the same year of the King, so much of the last mentioned commission to Governor 
Johnstone, as related to the bounds and limits of the said province was revoked, and he was appointed Governor of 
West Florida, bounded to the northward by a line drawn from the mouth of the river Yazoo, where it unites with 
Mississippi, due east to the river Appalachicola. 

In 1765, an act was passed by the Legislature of Georgia, confirming, on certain conditions, the grants which 
had been made by South Carolina to Grey and others, of certain lands.lying south of the Altamaha. * 

It appears also that, by letters patent, dated in July, 1767, John Elliot was appointed Governor of West Florida, 
comprehended within the limits and bounds which had been established by the commission. granted to Governor 
Johnstone in June, 1764: and that the commission and instructions, which were issued to Peter Chester, Esq. on 
the 2d of March, 1770, constituting him Governor of West Florida, gave the same extent to his authority as 
had been given to Governor Elliot. 

In 1777, the Natchez district, so called, described to be on the Mississippi, and to extend from Loftis clifts up 
the river to the mouth of the Yazoo, being one hundred and ten miles, now a part of the Mississippi territory, was 
purchased by the British superintendent of Indian Affairs from the Choctaws. 

_ In May 1781, the province of West Florida was conquered by Spain. It appears that, from June, 1764, until 
» this conquest, when this province was surrendered by Governor Chester, patents and locations of lands within the 
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mary = pi -"iagaaaag were granted and made by the authority, and under the protection, of the British Governor of 
est Florida. 

In November, 1782, by the provisional articles of peace between the United States and His Britannic Majesty, 
the southern boundary of the;United States is determined to be a line to be drawn from the Mississippi, due east, in 
the northernmost part of the thirty-first degree of {north latitude, to the Chattahoochee; thence to its junction with 
the Flint river, and thence to the head of the Saint Mary’s river, and by that river to the oceans; thereby adopting 
and coinciding with the northern boundary of East and West Florida, as established by the proclamation of the 
King of Great Britain, 1763, and his commission to Governor Wright, as before mentioned. 

In February, 1783, the State of Georgia, by an act, entitled “ An act for opening the land office, and for other 
purposes,” declared the southern boundary of that State to be, a line drawn from the Mississippi, in the latitude of 
thirty-one degrees, in a due east course to the river Chattahoochee; and in other respects according to the southern 
boundary of the United States, as settled by the provisional treaty beforementioned. 

The definitive treaty between the United States and Great Britain, as concluded on the 3d September, 1783, 
confirmed the same southern boundary to the United States. The treaty of peace concluded on the same day, be- 
tween Great Britain and Spain, declared an entire cession, in full right, of East and West Florida, to Spain; but 
without defining the boundaries of those provinces. 

In February, 1785, the Legislature of Georgia established into a'county, by the name of Bourbon, a district de- 
clared to be within that State, and described within the following lines, viz: _— at the mouth ‘of the river 
Yazoo, where it empties itself into the river Mississippi; thence by a line to be drawn along the middle of the said 
river Mississippi, until it shall intersect the northe:most part of the thirty-first degree of north latitude; south by a 
line tobe drawn due east from the termination of the line last mentioned in the latitude of thirty-one degrees north 
of the equator, as far as the lands reach which.in that district have been at any time relinquished by the Indians; 
then, along the line of such relinquishments to the said river Yazoo; and thence, down the said river, to the begin- 
ning. By the same act, the said Legislature, considering it as not then proper to grant out the lands within the said 
district, declared, that whenever that measure should be determined on by any future Legislature, there should be a 
right of preference reserved to possessors of the said lands, who shall be citizens of the United States, or the sub- 
jects of any Power that was friendly to the United States during the war: Provided, such persons do actually live on, 
and cultivate such lands, or a part thereof, and shall apply and present themselves on equal terms with other _peti- 
tioners. It is also thereby enacted, that when it shall be determined on to grant the said lands, the price thereof shall 
not exceed one quarter of a dollar per acre. By the same act, certain persons therein named, and among whom the 
committee notice the names of several of the present petitioners were appointed justices of the peace there, and 
provision was made for qualifying them upou such appointments; and the same justices, and any two of them, were 
authorized to administer to any inhabitant in said district, not proscribed by this or some other of the United States 
of America, the oath of allegiance to the State of Georgia; and persons who should be qualified by such oaths, were 
declared to be entitled to vote for and serve as members of Assembly or militia officers. ; 

In March, 1785, a petition in behalf of South Carolina was rtf to the Congress of the United States, setting 
forth the difference and dispute which had arisen and then subsisted between that State and the State of Georgia, 
concerning their respective boundaries. By that petition, the State of South Carolina claimed,.as within their char- 
ters, all the lands lying between a line to be drawn from the head of the river St. Mary, the head of Altamaha, the 
Mississippi and Florida; and because the State of Georgia contended for the same tract of country as a part of that 
State, it was prayed that Congress would proceed to have such dispute determined agreeably to the articles of con- 
federation. Georgia was notified, appeared to her agents, and commissioners were appointed. 

In 1787 this dispute of boundaries between Georgia and South Carolina was amicably concluded by their respec - 
tive commissioners. By that ‘convention the northern boundary of Georgia was distinctly ascertained, and it was 
agreed that the State of South Carolina should not thereafter claim any lands to the eastward, southward, southeast- 
ward, or west of the boundary then established; and South Carolina thereby relinquished and ceded to Georgia 
“ all the right, title, and claim which the said State of South Carolina had to the government, sovereignty, and 
jurisdiction in and over the same; and also the right of pean of the soil from the native Indians, and all other 
the estate, property, and claim which the State of South Carolina had in, or to, the said land. 

“In February, 1788, the Legislature of the State of Georgia authorized the delegates of that State in Congress, 
to cede to the United States all right, title, and claim, as well of soil as of jurisdicton, which that State had to that 
territory, or tract of country within the limits of Georgia, comprehended within these boundaries, viz. beginning at 
the middle of the river Chattahoochee or Appalachicola, where it is intersected by the 31st — of north latitude; 
and from thence, due north, one hundred and forty British statute miles; thence, due west, to the middle of the river 
Mississippi; thence down the middle of that river to where it intersects the 31st degree of north latitude; and thence 
along mo 9 degree to the beginning, upon certain conditions recited in said act, to be performed on the part of the 
United States. By the same act the State of Georgia repealed the act before mentioned, establishing the county of 
Bourbon, within that territory. ; 

** A cession in the terms of the said act of the State of Georgia was accordingly proposed to Congress, and was by 
them rejected by their resolution of the 15th July, 1788, the terms of such cession being deemed inadmissible. Con- 
gress at the same time declared “ that in case the said State shall authorize her delegates in Congress to make a 
cession of all her territorial claims to lands west of the river Appalachicola, or west of a meridian line running 
through or near the point where that river intersects the 31st degree of north latitude, and shall omit the last proviso 
in the said act, and shall so far vary the proviso respecting the sum of one hundred and seventy-one thousand four 
hundred and twenty-eight dollars and forty-five cents, expended in quieting and resisting the Indians, as that the 
said State shall have credit in the specie requisitions of Congress to the amount of her specie quotas in the past re- 
quisitions, and for the residue in her account with the United States for moneys loaned, Congress will accept the 
cession.” 

In a representation made to the court of Spain, on the subject of boundary, by the commissioners for the United 
States, on the 7th of December, 1793, it is stated that the southern boundary of Georgia was fixed by the proclama- 
tion of the King of Great Britain in 1763, at a time when no other Power had a claim to any part of the country 
through which it run, to begin in the Mississippi, in latitude 31° north, and running eastwardly to the Appalachicola. 
A like representation was made in the course of the same negotiation, in August, 1795, and by the treaty which was 
concluded in that year betwen the United States and Spain, the southern boundary of the United States was finally 
agreed to be as it is described in the definitive treaty before mentioned between them and Great Britain. It appears 
that, after the acquisition of West Florida by Spain, the Spanish Governor of that province granted patents and per- 
mitted locations of lands within the Mississippi Territory, until, and even subsequent to, the relinquishment of it by 
Spain, in his treaty with the United States. sack ad 

The Legislature of the State of Georgia, by an act passed December 22d, 1789, in which it is recited that divers 
persons from the State of Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina, had made a for the purchase of 
certain tracts and parcels of land, lying and bordering on the Tennessee, ‘Tom or Donbigbee, Yazoo, and Mississippi 
rivers, within the State of Georgia, and had offered to engage to settle the same; and that a part of such territory 


had been already settled on behalf of some of the applicants under and by virtue of the act before mentioned for lay- 
ing out and establishing the county of Bourbon, granted and engaged to reserve, as a pre-emption for certain compa- 
nies, which are named in the said act, distinct tracts of the said territory for the term of two years thereafter and to be 
conveyed to them respectively, in case certain payments of money as a consideration of such grants should be 
made within that term. ; ees ee, SaSeN ; : 

In 1795, the Legislature of Georgia, by an act in which the territorial and jurisdictional rights of the said State. 
according to boundaries coinciding with the southern boundary of the United States are again recited and declared, 
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granted and transferred for valuable considerations to several companies therein mentioned, all their vacant terri- 
tory bordering westerly on the Mississippi river, in distinct tracts; and among the others, a tract comprehending a 
part of the Mississippi territory. The valuable considerations to the amount of five hundred thousand dollars re- 
quired by the said act to be paid for the said purchases, it is said, were actually paid into the treasury of the State 
of Georgia, and patents were made of the said tracts to the respective purchasers, by the then Governor of Georgia 
pursuant to the same act. 

A succeeding Legislature of the same State, by an act of the 13th February, 1796, declared the last mentioned 
act and all sales and proceedings by virtue thereof, to be utterly null and void for certain reasons therein set forth. 

The committee have not been able to procure — documents relative to the claims of the petitioners or other 
inhabitants, for particular grants and locations of lands in the Mississippi territory. Respecting these, the repre- 
sentations in the memorials are probably correct, some claimants will derive their titles, or supposed titles, under 
the authority of the British Government: while others claim under grants from the Spanish Governor of West 
Florida, and others hold only by settlement and improvemeng. A list of the disputes known or apprehended to exist, 
exhibited to the committee by an agent for the petitioners is herewith submitted. 

From this view of the subject, it has appeared to the committee, that, besides the interfering claims between the 
United States and Georgia, to the soil and jurisdiction of this and the adjacent territory on the Mississippi, other 
interfering claims to parts of the soil of the same territory, and especially the claims in the Mississippi territory re- 
presented by the petitioners, deserve the immediate attention of Congress. 

The committee are, however, aware that Congress ought not to proceed to adjust, under the authority of the United 

States, any claims of the soil until the jurisdiction of this territory shall be established in them, in full right, by the 
determination or adjustment of the commissioners who have been mutually appointed by the United States and 
Georgia for this purpose. But considering that an adjustment to this effect will a“ probably accomplished at an early 
period between the United States and Georgia; that the petitioners and other claimants will require time to prepare 
the specifications and evidence of their respective claims; that the anticipation of a summary tribunal, to which the 
claimants may resort for a determination and adjustment of their numerous disputes, will afford them a desirable 
relief from their present anxieties and uncertainties; that actual settlers, under whatever jurisdiction they have pro- 
ceeded, may reasonably expect to be quieted in their improvements, and that the value of what might remain of this 
territory to the United States, its population and improvement will be increased and promoted by a speedy determi- 
nation on these subjects; the committee beg leave to recommend the following resolutions to be adopted by the 
House: 
Resolved, That provision be made by law to enable the inhabitants of the Mississippi Territory, and all claim- 
ants of land there, to make, as soon as may be, to the Executive Department of the Government of the United States, 
full and distinct specifications of their respective claims; also to direct the mode of taking and certifying the evi- 
dence which shall be required to establish the same. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States shall be authorized by law to appoint —— commissioners, who 
shall have authority to inquire into, adjust, and determine, according to justice and equity, and by such rules as 
shall be prescribed to them by the Congress of the United States, all interfering claims and titles of Jand in the Mis- 
sissippi Territory: Provided, ‘That such commissioner shall not proceed herein until the jurisdiction of the said ter- 
ritory shall be by a determination and adjustment of the interfering claims thereto, or by a cession from the State of 
Georgia, vested in full right in the United States. 

Resolved, ‘That provision be made by law to enable the President of the United States to confirm by letters patent, 
in the name and behalf of the United States, to the respective claimants who shall be entitled to all such rights and 
locations of land in the said territory, as shall be awarded and adjudged to them by the said commissioners, and 
pursuant to such awards and judgments, which confirmation shall avail to the respective claimants, and shall be 
effectual against all interfering claims which shall have been determined by the said commissioners, upon the sub- 
mission of the parties interested, and against all other claims which shall not be pursued in due course of law within 
—— years after the awards and judgments of the said commissioners shall be published in the United States. 


An enumeration of claims, as subjoined to a draft of a memorial transmitted to the committee by William Dunbar, 
Esq. late Deputy Surveyor under the said Government, in his own hand writing. 


Enumeration of the various species of titles and claims of land now existing in the Mississippi territory. 
1. Lands granted by the British Government, and held in possession by their first proprietors, or their assigns, 


to the present time. ; 

2, Lands granted by the British Government, by virtue of mandamus from the King, and which have never been 
actually occupied or improved by their proprietors or agents. : 

3. Laat granted by the British letters patent from the provincial Governors of West Florida, containing cer- 
tain conditions of improvement to be made within three years from the date of the grant, and forfeitable for failure 
of performances of said improvements; and which said lands have never been occupied or improved by their propri- 
etors or their agents, who have sot even resided in the country for many years past. 

4. The last description of lands once improved in a small degree during the British Government, but afterwards 
abandoned for many years to the present time. 

Before we come to enumerate Spanish grants, it is necessary to premise that the time granted by the treaty of 
peace for British subjects to seil, dispose of, convey, or settle their lands, was prolonged, by the indulgence of the 
Spanish Government, to an unusual length of time, which was made public by reiterated proclamations; and it was 
not until after the expiration of a period of three years added to the term allowed by the treaty of peace, that the 
Spanish Government commenced granting of lands, which had formerly belonged to British subjects, who paid no 
attention to the invitation frequently renewed of the Spanish Governors of West Florida. 

5, Spanish grants of lands which have always been vacant, under the British Government. ; 

6. Spanish grants laid upon British titles by mandamus; the lands being now established into plantations by the 
Spanish grantee, but which were never occupied and improved by the British proprietor. é 

7. Spanish grants on lands formerly granted by letters patent from British Governors, but which lands have 
never been occupied by the British patentee not residing in the country. ; 

8. The last description of title, with this difference, that the British patentee, although he never occupied or 
— the lands, was nevertheless a residenter in another part of the colony, who, upon_ resisting this new grant 
of his lands, by petition to the Spanish Government, has been rejected upon the double principle of non-occupancy 
and failure of improvement, agreeably to the conditions of his British grant, as well as disobedience to the reiterated 
Spanish proclamations to the same effect. ; 

Note.—Some of those original proprietors have always resided on the Spanish colony, and some of them in this 
territory, and are supposed, in many cases, to have petitioned for, and received of, the Spanish Government com- 
pensations by new grants of lands for such of these as had been given to others. ) 

9. Lands purchased at public sale, or otherwise, of the Spanish Government; which lands had been declared 
forfeited in consequence of an insurrection, or species of rebellion, in favor of the British, during the siege of Pen- 
sacola, and some time after the Natchez had been surrendered by capitulation. Within the above description, are 
lands which had been granted by British mandamus, as also by patent from Governors of West Florida. 

10. Lands, for which warrants of survey had been obtained of the Spanish Government, surveyed, and planta- 
tions established long before the Spanish treaty; but by delay, through inattention, not patented until after the rati- 
fication of said treaty. 

11. Lands, with the above described titles, with this difference, that the proprietors have neglected to complete 
their titles by taking out patents, now holding the Spanish warrant of survey, with plot and certificate of the district 
surveyor. 

14 p 





102 PUBLIC LANDS. [1800. 





12. Lands for which Spanish warrants of survey were obtained before the ratification of the treaty; surveyed 
and patented after the treaty. . : ' 

13. Lands of the last description, with this difference, that they have never been patented. 

14. Warrants of survey and patent obtained since the treaty, but during the exercise of the Spanish jurisdiction, 
assented to by the representatives (then present) of the Government of the United States, viz. Commissioners Elli- 
cott and Lieutenant Pope. as appears by an instrument of writing, containing a convention between the Spanish 
Governor and people, ratified, approved, and guarantied by Messrs. Ellicott and Pope. 

15. Warrant of survey, with plot and certificate of the district surveyor, obtained since the treaty, but no patent. 

16. Warrant of survey obtained before the treaty, and improvement, land not measured. 

17. Warrant of survey obtained since the treaty, with improvement, including houses, crop, &c. but land not 
measured. 

18, Warrant before the treaty, without improvement or measurement of land. 

19. Warrant since the treaty, without improvement or measurement. 

20. Improvement by occupancy, including houses, crop, &c. by verbal permission of the Spanish Governor, with 
surveyor’s certificate of the land being vacant at the time of taking possession. 

— improvements to those last described, with residence, but without any authority by warrant, written 
or verDal. 

22. Lesser improvements, by raising a smal! crop, but without residence. 

23. To the above list may be added the claims of the New England Company purchasing from the State of 
(seorgla. 

ef A true copy: . CATO WEST, Chairman of the Committee. 
Octoser 21st, 1799, 
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CLAIMS ON THE LANDS CEDED BY NORTH CAROLINA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 4, 1800. 


Mr. Pinckney, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of William Hill and others, made the follow- 
ing report: 


That the limits of the State of North Carolina, which they claimed by charter, previous to the adoption of the 
Federal constitution, were the Atlantic Ocean on the east, the State of Virginia to the north, the river Mississippi on 
the west, and the state of South Carolina on the south; within which limits was comprehended a considerable tract 
of country occupied and used by the Indians for their residence and hunting grounds. That, in the month of No- 
vember, 1777, the General Assembly of the State of North Carolina passed an act for establishing offices for receiv- 
ing entries for claims for lands in the several counties within the State, whereby they authorized the granting of any 
iand lying in any county within the State which had not been granted by the crown of Great Britain nor the lords 
proprietors of Carolina, before the 4ih day of July, 1776, or which had accrued or should accrue to the State by 
treaty or conquest. That, in the month of May, 1778, the General Assembly passed another act to amend the above 
mentioned act, and they did therein ascertain and declare the western boundary of the said State, describing a line 
which comprehended all the lands claimed at that time to have been ceded by the Indians, or conquered from them; 
which line did not extend so far westward as the present boundary line between the United States and the Indian 
tribes; and, by that law, all past entries or surveys which had been made over and beyond the said line were declared 
voids the money which had been received for them by the entry takers, including their own fees, was ordered to 
be refunded, and all future entries or surveys prohibited. 

On the 17th of May, 1783, another law of the said State was passed, whereby the western boundary of the same 
was extended to the Mississippi, including all the lands within the limits of the State, and a land office was opened 
for entering and surveying the same, for the purpose of discharging certain debts contracted during the late war; 
excepting from such entry or survey a certaii tract bounded and described in the said act, and declared to be re- 
served for the Indians, and certain other tracts reserved for special purposes. 

That, in pursuance of the provisions of this act, and of an act passed in June, 1784, various entries and surveys 
were made of the lands in question. _ It appears, also, that, on the said 17th of May, 1783, another act of the Legis- 
lature was passed, whereby, after stating that ‘* holding treaties and appointing agents to keep upa continual friendly 
intercourse with the Cherokee Indians might prevent future wars, and save expense of blood and treasure,” provi- 
sion was made for holding a ay with the Indians and providing for the expense of such treaty, and of presents to 
be given to the Indians, in consideration of lands by them to be ceded to the State; but it does not appear that any 
such treaty was holden. | 

On the 28th day of November, 1785, the United States made the treaty of Hopewell with the Cherokees, and esta- 
blished a line between the United States and the said tribe, excluding a large portion of the lands which had been 
entered and surveyed by virtue of the said acts, at which treaty the agent of North Carolina attended and protested 
against it, as intrenching upon the rights of that State; this treaty was, however, 2 pee toand ratified by the United 
States and the said tribe. On the 21st of November, 1789, North Carolina acceded to the constitution of the United 
States, and, on the 22d of December following, passed an act ceding to the United States all her western territory, 
including all the said lands; in which cession it is made a condition that ‘‘ all entries made by, or grants made to, all 
and every person or persons whatsoever, agreeable to law, and within the limits thereby intended to be ceded to the 
United States, should have the same force and effect as if such cession had not been made, and that all and every 
right of occupancy and pre-emption, and every other right reserved by any act or acts to oe settled on and oc- 
cupying lands within the limits of the lands hereby intended to be ceded as aforesaid, shall continue to be in full 
force, in the same manner as if the cession had not. been made, and as conditions upon which the said lands are ceded 
to the United States.”” Which cession was, by an act of Congress passed April 2d, 1790, accepted. 

On the 2d of July, 1791, the treaty of Holston was made with the heres tribe of Indians, in which the pre- 
sent boundary line between the United States and the said Indian tribe was established, and all the lands lying be- 
yond the said line secured thereby to the said tribe, whereby a considerable portion of the lands intended and sur- 
ie ni! virtue of the said acts, and entered to have been secured to the proprietors, by the said deed of cession is 
excluded. 

The committee, having, in compliance with the order of the House, examined and considered the above facts, are 
of opinion that provision should be made by law, enabling the President of the United States to extinguish by treaty 
the title of the Indians to the lands, the title whereto was specifically reserved and secured by the above recited con- 
dition in the deed of cession of North Carolina, or to so much of the lands ceded by the said State as will be sufli- 
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cient to satisfy the claims so reserved, by removal of the locations made under the authority of North Carolina. 
They, therefore, recommend the following resolutions: 

Toestoed, That the sum of dollars ought to be appropriated by law, to defray the expense of such treaty 
or treaties as the President of the United States may deem it expedient to hold with any nation or nations of Indians 
southwest of the river Ohio. 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law, authorizing and enabling ail persons who, under the laws of 
North Carolina, and in conformity to the regulations and provisions thereof, have entered, surveyed, located, or ob- 
tained grants of any of the lands ceded by the said State to the United States, in such manner as would have vested 
a good title under the said State of North Carolina, if such cession had not been made, to enter upon, occupy and 
possess the same, or to remove thereto their locations from such lands, the titles whereto shall not be extinguished, 
whenever and as soon as the Indian title or claim to a sufficient portion of the said land shall be extinguished under 
the authority of the United States, and to possess and enjoy the same in as full and ample manner as if the same had 
been derived from or under the United States. 
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SETTLERS ON THE LANDS CEDED BY SOUTH CAROLINA ASK A RETROCESSION. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 7, 1800. 


Mr. Harper made the following report: 


The committee to whom was referred the memorial of Matthew Patterson and sundry other persons, residing on the 
western borders of North and South Carolina, having taken into consideration the matter of the said memorial, 
and such information relative thereto as it has been in their power to obtain, beg leave to submit to the House the 
following report thereon: 

Between the latitude thirty-five. which is the southern boundary claimed by North Carolina, and the northern- 
most boundary of Georgia, as settled by a convention between that State and South Carolina, in the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty-seven, there intervenes a tract of country supposed to be about twelve miles wide. 
from north to south, and extending in length from the top of the main ridge of mountains which divides the eastern 
from the western waters to the Mississippi. This tract, consequently, remained within the limits of South Carolina, 
and in the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven it was ceded by that State to the United States, who 
accepted the cession. war 

On the eastern extremity of this tract, immediately at the foot of the main ridge of mountains above mentioned, 
are situated the people whose case is now under consideration, and who appear to amount in number to about fift 
families. It does not appear at what period they made the settlement, nor have they any title to the lands on which 
they have settled and made improvements. No such title, indeed, could have been created, as those lands remained 
within the boundaries of the Cherokees, till the last cession made by them to the United States. It appears that 
they are included in that cession, and have, thereby, become completely the property of the United States. 

It does not appear that the lines which bound the tract of land in question and divide it from North Carolina, on 
one side, and Georgia on the other, have ever been established by public authority; but they have been so far ascer- 
tained, by private surveys of a very authentic nature, as to leave little doubt that the settlement in question is con- 
tained within that tract. On this point, and others relative to the subject in general, the committee beg leave to refer 
to the subjoined extract of a letter from General Pickens, of South Carolina, to one of its members. The high cha- 
racter of that gentleman, and his thorough acquaintance with the subject, leave no room to doubt the accuracy of 
his representations. a ; 

The relief prayed by the memorialists is twofold. First, to be placed under some Government; and, secondly, 
to have some confirmation of their right to the lands on which they have settled and made improvements. 

As to the first, they represent that they prefer the Government of South Carolina, and lie much more contiguous 
to the settled parts of that than any other State. This the committee find to be the case. They are very remote 
from the settlements of Tennessee, equally so from those of North Carolina, and so near to South Carolina as to be 
able to attend one of its courts without great inconvenience. ‘They therefore pray to be annexed to that State. 

As they are at present wholly destitute of government, it appears to the committee that their request is rea- 
sonable, and ought to be complied with, since the settlement is far too inconsiderable and detached to warrant the 
establishment of a territorial government. This annexation may be effected by a cession of the jurisdiction to 
South Carolina, which, it is presumed, that State will readily accept. Such a measure the committee recommend. 

As to the second point, the confirmation of title, the committee conceive that it would be inexpedient to make 
any direct confirmation of titles to land under such circumstances; and as the lands belonging to the United States, 
in that quarter, are too inconsiderable in value and extent to justify the adoption of a general system for the sale of 
them, a right of pre-emption to these settlers would be of little avail. To grant such a right, might, moreover, tend 
to the introduction of a principle which ought to be carefully avoided. ‘The best expedient, as the committee con- 
ceive, would be to cede the right of soil, as well as of jurisdiction, to South Carolina; which State, should it accept the 
cession, will, no doubt, take proper measures for protecting the claims of these people, so far as they may be just 
and reasonable. i : ; 

In conformity to this view of the subject, the committee beg leave to submit to the consideration of the House the 
following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That, for extending the benefits of civil government to the settlers on and near the head of French 
Broad river, it is expedient to cede to the State of South Carolina the right of soil and jurisdiction in, of, and to such 
part or parts of any lands which may be found to belong to the United States, contiguous to the western boundary 
of that State, as will include the lands at present occupied by the said settlers. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Pickens, of South Carolina, to the Honorable Mr. Nott, Representative in 
Congress from that State, dated 


January Ist, 1800. 


‘“‘ There is one other matter which I would wish to draw your attention to, which is the land on French Broad 
river, which was purchased from the Cherokees, at a treaty held in 1798, by George Walton and Colonel Butler, at 
Tellico, and the line run last summer by Captain Butler, as commissioner appointed by the President for that pur- 
pose. ‘The land is settled by about forty-five or fifty families: they knowing it to be within the Indian claim, and 
* within the ancient limits of this State, but ceded to the United States by this State some years ago. 
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“ But before these people settled on the land, it was surveyed,and grants obtained for most parts of it from the 
State of North Carolina; and perhaps by men who paid little regard whether it was within the Indian claim or 
the limits of South Carolina. Those people live, lam convinced, south of the thirty-fifth degree of latitude. When 
i ran that part of the Indian boundary under the Holston treaty, made by Blount, the South Carolina Indian boun- 
dary was to extend N. E. to the North Carolina boundary. The boundary between North and South Carolina had 
not been extended, by authority, so far as where the northeast line from Toogslo river would intersect. I sent the 
surveyor, Colonel Kirkpatrick, to the place where the commissioners under the British Government for running the 
boundary between the two provinces, now States, had stopped near Thigon mountain, and run with the compass due 
west. ‘I'wo experiments were made, at different times, by different artists, near the intersection of the two lines 
which I had made, and both made the thirty-fifth degree near a mile north of where I made the junction of the 
indian boundary. All which proves to me that those people live on the land which this State has ceded to the 


United States.” 


T» the honorable the Speaker and other the members of the House of Representatives of the United States of Ame- 
rica, the memorial of the undersigners humbly showeth: 


That your memorialists, the uppermost inhabitants near the head of French Broad river, consisting of about fifty 
families, live south of the thirty-fifth degree of north latitude, and, consequently, without the chartered limits of North 
Carolina and within the ancient limits of the State of South Carolina, though at present without the bounds of 
that State, since its cession by act of the Legislature thereof, passed on the 8th day of March, in the year 1787, 
to Congress. of all claim to the jurisdiction and territory of such part of the said State as lay west of the main ridge of 
mountains which divides the eastern from the western waters. Y our memorialists further show that, by a line lately 
run by commissioners, under public authority, they are placed within the line of the United States, so run, and 
without the Indian claims; that the settlement is bounded north by North Carolina, south by South Carolina, and 
west by the Cherokee natien of Indians. Thus situated, detached from, and without the actual limits of any of the 
existing States in the Union, they are left unprotected and unguarded by any Jegal civil authority. Your memo- 
rialists, therefore, pray that their perilous and distressed situation may be taken into your most serious consideration, 
and that they may have relief extended to them, either by annexing to the State of South Carolina, as a part thereof, 
their beforementioned settlement, for the present, or to afford such other redress as the Federal Legislature, in their 
wisdom, shall think proper to grant. And your memorialists will ever pray. 


MATTHEW PATTERSON, and others. 
Frencu Broan, 8th January, 1800. 
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CLAIMANTS UNDER JOHN CLEVES SYMMES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE SIXTEENTH OF APRIL, 1800. 


Mr. Bruce, from the committee to whom were referred sundry petitions of persons residing in the Northwestern 
territory, between the Great and Little Miami rivers, on the subject of Judge Symmes’s purchase, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

That, on the 15th of October, 1788, the late Board of Treasury, by virtue of resolutions of the 23d and 27th of 
July, and 23d of October, 1787, contracted with John Cleves Symmes, and his associates, for a grant of a tract of 
land lying in the Western country, and bounded westwardly by the Great Miami; southwardly by the Ohio; east- 
wardly by a line beginning on the Ohio, at a post twenty miles distant, and above the mouth of the Great Miami, 
and extending from the said spot in a course parallel with the general course of the Great Miami; and northwardly 
by a line running due east and west, from the last mentioned line to the Great Miami, so as to include one million 
of acres; reserving, however, five lots out of each township contained in the said million of acres, and agreeing that 
the United States should cause the said tract to be surveyed, and the bounding lines of the same to be plainly mark- 
ed; a plat thereof to be returned to the Board of Treasury, and a counterpart of the same to John Cleves Symmes. 
For which tract the said J. C. Symmes agreed to pay at the rate of two-thirds of a dollar per acre (an allowance of 
one-third of a dollar being made from the sum of one dollar per acre, for bad lands and incidental charges) for such 
quantity of land as should be found to be comprised in the said tract, after deducting the lots to be reserved as 
aforesaid.. The sum of eighty-two thousand one hundred and ninety-eight dollars (one-seventh in military rights, and 
the residue in public securities of the United States) had been paid into the ‘Treasury of the United States by the 
said Symmes, before the ensealing of the contract, and the remainder was to be paid in the manner following, that 
is to say: the sum of eighty-two thousand one hundred and ninety-eight dollars within one month after the said plat 
should have been delivered, and the lines and boundaries of the said tract ascertained, as aforesaid, and the residue 
in six equal payments, to be respectively made at the expiration of six mouths, one year, eighteen months, two years, 
two years and an half, and three years, after the delivery of the said plat; the said payments to be made in gold or 
silver, or securities of the United States: Provided, That if such payments, or any part thereof, were made in se- 
curities, only the principal sums therein specified should be applied to such payment, the said Symmes agreeing to 
take indents for the interest that might be due thereon, prior to the completion of the plat aforesaid, and that the 
interest which might have accrued upon the same after the date of the completion of the said plat should be the pro- 
perty of the United States, without any allowance to the said Symmes for the same, and should be paid and allowed 
to the United States: And provided, also, That one equal seventh part of the said payments might be made in 
rights for bounties of land-, by rendering the same acre for acre, instead of gold or silver, or public securities. It 
was further agreed that the said John Cleves Symmes should, at his expense, within seven years after the delivery 
of the said plat, subdivide the whole of the same tract into townships and lots; that he should have a right to take 
immediate possession of a part of the same tract bounded on the river Ohio, including one hundred and twenty- 
three thousand two hundred and ninety-seven acres, (still excepting the lots reserved, as aforesaid;) that upon his 
making the payment of eighty-two thousand one hundred and ninety-eight dollars, specified to be made within one 
month after the delivery of the plat aforesaid, he should receive a conveyance in fee simple from the United States 
for two hundred and forty-six thousand five hundred and ninety-four acres, part of the said tract of land; and that, 
—_ mer remaining payment being made, he should receive a similar conveyance for a further proportionable part 
of the said tract. 

By a resolution of Congress, passed the 12th of August, 1790, the Secretary of the Treasury was authorized to 
direct the making any surveys that remained to be made, so as to comply, on the part of the United States, with 
the several contracts made with the late Board of Treasury, for lands in the Western territory; and, on the 20th 
of November, 1790, the late Secretary of the Treasury did accordingly commit to Mr. Israel Ludlow the making, 
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amongst others, of the survey of the tract contracted for with Mr. Symmes; but, owing to a variety of incidents and 
disappointments, caused by the Indian war, and detailed in Mr. Ludlow’s letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
dated the 6th of May, 1792, he had not been able, at that time, to complete the survey. But it appeared that the 
line, intended for the eastern boundary of the survey, would cross several times the Little Miami, and interfere 
with the tract of land reserved by the State of Virginias and, on the other hand, Mr. Symmes had taken possession 
of, and, in a great degree, sold a tract not included within the boundaries of his contract, and extending from the 
upper limit of the same to the Ohio; up and along the said river, to the mouth of the Little Miami. 

By an act of Congress, passed the [2th of April, 1792, the President of the United States was authorized, at 
the request of John Cleves Symmes, or his agent, to alter the contract above mentioned for the sale of a tract of 
land of one million of acres, in such manner that the said tract might extend from the mouth of the Great Miami 
to the mouth of the Little Miami, and be bounded by the river Ohio on the south; by the Great Miami on the west; 
by the Little Miami on the east; and by a parallel of latitude on the north, extending from the Great Miami to the 
Little Miami, so as to comprehend the proposed quantity of one million of acres; provided, that the northern limits 
of the said tract shall not interfere with the boundary line established by the treaty at Fort Harmer, between the 
United States and the Indians, &c. 

On the 11th of April, 1792, a petition was presented to Congress, signed ‘*‘J. C. Symmes, by Jonathan Dayton, 
his agent, and one of his associates,” stating that. from the advanced price of certificates, resulted the impossibility 
of a strict fulfilment of the contract; and requesting that a title might be made to him for so much of the said land 
- had been already paid for, and that he might be indulged with terms as favorable as those granted to the Ohio 

ompany. 

pag another act of Congress, passed the 5th of May, 1792, the President of the United States was autho- 
rized to grant, in fee simple, to John Cleves Symmes and his associates, Ist. As much Jand as the payments already 
made by them under their contract aforesaid would pay for, estimating the lands at two-thirds of a dollar per acre. 
2d. One other tract of one hundred and six thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven acres, provided, that the said 
Symmes, his agents or associates, should pay, within six months, warrants which issued for army bounty rights, 
sufficient for that purpose, according to the provisions of the resolves of Congress of the 23d of July and 2d of 
October, 1787. And 3d. A township of six miles square, in trust, for the use of an academy. 

The care of making the survey, in conformity to the act of Congress of the 12th of April, 1792, was, on the 25th 
vf November ensuing, committed by the late Secretary of the Treasury to Mr. Israel Ludlow, and this last, by a 
letter dated 10th July, 1793, informed the Secretary that he had carried into effect, as far as practicable, his instruc- 
tions, having completed the survey of the tract contained between the two Miami rivers, extending as far north- 
wardly as the head of Little Miami, and had found that little more than five hundred thousand acres were in- 
cluded therein. The plat of the survey itself, as returned to the Treasury Department, and bearing date the 10th 
of January, 1794, is certified by Mr. Ludlow to have been made according to the said act of the 12th of April, 1792, 
and to contain five hundred and forty-three thousand nine hundred and fifty-acres within the boundaries designated 
by that law. It does not appear that Mr. Ludlow was instructed by the Treasury Department to deliver the coun- 
terpart of that plat to Judge Symmes. But Mr. Ludlow informed the committee that, soon after the survey had 
been completed, and before the same was returned in the Treasury Department—that is to say, prior to the 10th of 
January, 1794—he gave information to said Symmes of the contents of that survey; and that afterwards, in the 
same year, and he believes before Mr. Symmes came to the city of Philadelphia in order to obtain his patent, and in 
order to assent to the alteration of the boundaries of the tract he had originally contracted for, he did give to the 
said John Cleves Symmes a copy of the plat of the said survey for his own private information. 

On the 8th of June, 1793, Mr. Symmes, by a letter to the late Secretary of the Treasury, declared that he agreed 
to alter the contract in the manner proposed by the act of Congress of the 12th of April, 1792, and, on the 29th of 
September, 1794, he formally requested the President that the said contract should be altered so as include only the 
tract mentioned in the act of the 12th of April, 1792, butted, bounded, and described, as in the said act was set forth; 
and, at the same time, he, for himself, his associates, and their heirs, remised, released, and quitted claim unto the 
United States all right, title, interest, claim, and demand whatever, in and to so much of the lands contained and 
included within the bounds and limits described in the first contract, as is not contained, meant, and intended to be 
a and included, within the bounds and limits designated by the above mentioned act of Congress of the 12th 
of April, 1792. 

On the 30th of September, 1794, the President of the United States, by his letters patent, assented to the altera- 
tion; and, on the same day, in conformity to the act of Congress of the 5th of May, 1792, he also granted to the 
said Symmes and his associates, all that tract of land bounded on the south by the river Ohio; on the west by the 
Great Miami; on the east by the Little Miami; and on the north by a parallel of latitude, to be run from the Great 
Miami to the Little Miami, so as to comprehend three hundred and eleven thousand six hundred and eighty-two 
acres, reserving five lots out cf each township contained in the said tract; and further declaring that one complete 
township of six miles square, to be located nearly in the centre of the tract thus granted, was granted, and should 
be holden in trust, for the sole purpose of erecting an academy, and endowing the same; _ the said parallel of latitude 
forming the boundary of the tract thus granted, to be run within five years, by the said Symmes, from certain points 
which shall have been ascertained by {srael Ludlow, on the two Miamies, according to the survey returned to the 
Treasury Department on the 24th of March, 1794. 

The township conveyed for the purpose of erecting an academy, &c. must contain twenty-three thousand and forty 
acres, but has never yet been Jocated and secured for the purposes intended; and part of the township originall 
designated for the purpose has been sold by Mr. Symmes to private individuals. The five lots reserved in eac 
section were supposed to amount to five thirty-sixth parts of the whole grant, exclusively of the academy township. 
Deducting twenty-three thousand and forty acres from the three hundred and eleven thousand six hundred and 
eighty-two acres included in the grant, there remain two hundred and eighty-eight thousand six hundred and forty- 
two acres, five thirty-sixth parts of which (the supposed amount of reserved lots) are equal to forty thousand and 
eighty-nine acres, leaving the amount of land actually granted to Mr. Symmes and his associates equal to two 
hundred and forty-eight thousand five hundred and fifty-three acres. For this land they had paid in public securi- 
ties seventy thousand four hundred and fifty-five dollars and thirty-eight ninetieths of a dollar, which, at two-thirds 
of a dollar per acre, paid for one hundred and five thousand six hundred and eighty-three acres. This quantity, deducted 
from the two hundred and forty-eight thousand five hundred and fifty-three acres granted, leaves one hundred and forty- 
two thousand one hundred and seventy acres, for which they were to pay in warrants granted for military bounties, nade 
according to the terms of the original contract, acre for acre. They have paid, however, only ninety-five thousand 
two hundred and fifty acres in military bounties for the said one hundred and forty-two thousand eight hundred and 
seventy, leaving forty-seven thousand six hundred and twenty acres yet unpaid for, unless they shall be allowed, 
according to the settlement of the Treasury Department, to obtain one acre and an half of land for every acre of 
military bounties by them paid. 

From the time when the boundaries of the tract originally contracted for were altered, as above mentioned, that 
is to say, from the 30th of September, 1794, to the present day, no further payments have been made by Mr. 
Symmes for the lands not included in his patent; and he seems to have insisted, notwithstanding the survey returned 
by Mr. Ludlow was executed in pursuance of the act of the 12th of April, 1792; and although when he did, as 
above mentioned, relinquish his claim to all the lands not contained within the limits designated by the said act, 
he knew the contents of that official survey which had been returned several months before, that he had never relin- 
quished his claim to the original quantity of one million of acres; and that he was not bound to make any further 
payments until a survey, containing that quantity, had been executed under the authority of the United States. 

Congress considering, it seems, his claim as forfeited on account of his failure of payment, did, on the 2d of 
March, 1799, pass a law giving a right of pre-emption, at the rate of two dollars per acre, to persons who had, before 

.the -—— day of April, 1797, made contracts in writing with Mr. Symmes for any lands between the two Miamies, 
not included within his patent, provided they should give notice of their intention before the —— day of Septem- 
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ber, 1799. Very few individuals have availed themselves of that provision; and the petitioners, whose petitions 
have been referred to this committee, and who live chiefly within the limits of Ludlow’s surveys, have generally re- 
presented that they were Lona jide purchasers; that most of them have paid Mr. Symmes for the Jand, and are on 
that account unable to purchase a second time from the United States; that, till very lately, they had not heard any 
doubt suggested on the validity of Mr. Symmes’ titles that the present increase of the price of land in that part of 
the country is principally due to themselves, who have settled and improved that wilderness, and persisted in their 
settlements during a long and dangerous Indian war; and that if the United States shall, however, persist in con- 
sidering Mr. Symmes’s claim as forfeited, the time assigned for their notifying their right of pre-emption should be 
extended, and the price of the land reduced to the original rate agreed on between the United States and Mr. 
Symmes. 

. The committee are of opinion that, so far as relates to the lands contained in Ludlow’s survey, and not included 
in Mr. Symmes’s patent, which, after deducting the lots reserved and excepted, amount to two hundred thousand 
acres, the said Symmes has never relinquished his claim thereto, and that if he has forfeited it, it is owing only to his 
not having made the payments in due time. ‘To exact the forfeiture would be peculiarly hard on the purchasers and 
settlers under him; and it seems equitable that, in order to enable him to complete their titles, he should be permit- 
ted to make payment within a reasonable time, paying interest from the time when the purchase money should have 
been paid, (that is to say, from one, six, twelve, eighteen, twenty-four, thirty, and thirty-six months, respectively, 
on each seventh part of the said purchase money, after the 10th of January, 1794, the date’of the survey) and that, 
upon such payment, a patent should be granted to him in trust for himself and the purchasers under him, on condi- 


tion, however, that the purchasers shall become entitled, in their own right, to the benefit of the same provision in. 


case of failure on his part. It will be necessary, at the same time, to provide for the securing of the academy 
township, and for the payment of any balance which, on a due investigation of the subject, may still appear due for 
the lands included within his patent. 

Respecting the lands lying north of Ludlow’s survey, to which Mr. Symmes has relinquished every claim as 
early as 1794, nothing further can be requisite than to extend the time, without charging the terms allowed to pur- 
chasers under Mr. Symmes by the act of the 2d of March, 1799. 


Upon those principles the committee have prepared a bill, which they submit to the consideration of the House. 
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REFUGEES FROM CANADA AND NOVA SCOTIA. 
‘COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 8TH DAY OF MAY, 1800. 


The Secretary of War, and the Secretary and Comptroller of the ‘Treasury, in pursuance of the act passed on the 
7th day of April, 1798, entitled ‘‘ An act for the relief of the refugees from the British provinces of Canada and 
Nova Scotia,” respectfully submit to Congress the following report: 

That they have examined all the claims which were presented to the Secretary of War during the time limited 
by the act above recited, and are of opinion that the claims of forty-nine individuals are duly substantiated, and 
that they are entitled to the quantities of lands annexed to their names, respectively, in the list herewith transmitted, 
amounting in the whole to thirty-three thousand five hundred acres. _ 

11 which is most respectfully submitted, by 
JAMES M’HENRY, Secretary of War. 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, Secretary of the Treasury. 
JOHN STEELE, Comptroller of the Treasury. 
May 8, 1800. 


A list of Canadian and Nova Scotia refugees who have exhibited claims for bounty in pursuance of an act of Con- 
gress passed the 7th day of April, Anno Domini, 1798. 


A list of claimants who are entitled to special rates of allowance. 


The heirs of James Boyd, two thousand acres. He lost fifty thousand acres of land, on which were some valua- 
ble improvements, on the east side of what is now known to be the river St. Croix. 

Martha Walker, widow of Thomas Walker, two thousand acres. His services, sacrifices, and sufferings, appear 
to have been equal to any of those of the refugees. He lost property to the amount of £2,500 sterling, beside aban- 
doning a lucrative business. 

John Edgar, two thousand acres. He rendered many important services. His losses were very great, and his 
sufferings still greater. 

Seth Harding, two thousand acres. The commissioners have heretofore reported on this case. * 


Al list of claimants who are entitled to the first rate of allowance. 


Jonathan Eddy, one thousand acres. He is particularly mentioned in one of the resolutions of Congress. His 
losses and services were equal to S. Harding’s; but Colonel Eddy has already received some compensation from 
Massachusetts. 

Colonel James Livingston, one thousand acres. His services and losses, taken together, would entitle him to two 
thousand acres; but Colonel Livingston has already received one thousand acres from New York. 

Parker Clark, one thousand acres. 

John Allan, one thousand acres. 

The heirs of John Dodge, one thousand acres. 


A list of claimants who are entitled to a second rate of allowance. 


Thomas Faulker, seven hundred and fifty acres. William How, seven hundred and fifty acres. 
Edward Faulker, seven hundred and fifty acres. Ebenezer Gardner, seven hundred and fifty acres. 
David Gay, seven hundred and fifty acres. The heirs of Simon Chester, seven hundred and fifty 
Martin Brooks, seven hundred and fifty acres. acres. 

Lieut. Col. Bradford, seven hundred and fifty acres. John M’Gown, seven hundred and fifty acres. 

Noah Miller, seven hundred and fifty acres. Jonas C. Minot, seven hundred and fifty acres. 
Joshua Lamb, seven hundred and fifty acres. P. Francis Cazeau, seven hundred and fifty acres. He 
Atwood Fales, seven hundred and fifty acres. received one hundred and thirty-three and one- 


John Starr, seven hundred and fifty acres. third acres from the State of New York. 


*See No. 47. 
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A list of claimants who are respectively entitled to a third rate of allowance. 


Jacob Vander Heyden, five hundred acres. He would have been entitled to the first rate of allowance, had he 
not already received five hundred acres from the State of New York. 

John Livingston, five hundred acres. He would also have been entitled to one thousand acres, had he not already 
received five hundred acres from New York. 

James Crawford, five hundred acres. 

Isaac Danks, five hundred acres. 

Major B. Von Heer, five hundred acres. 
” Sp ag Thompson, five hundred acres. He received from New York six hundred and sixty-six and two- 
thirds acres. , 

Joseph Bindon, five hundred acres. He received from New York five hundred acres. 

Joseph Levittre, five hundred acres. é 

Lieutenant William Maxwell, five hundred acres. 

John D. Merceir, five hundred acres. He received five hundred acres from New York. 

James Price, five hundred acres. He received five hundred acres from New York. 

Seth Noble, five hundred acres. 

Lewis F. Delesdernier, five hundred acres. 

John Halsted, five hundred acres. He received from New York one hundred and thirty-three and one-third acres. 


A list of claimants who are entitled to the fourth rate of allowance. 


David Jenks, two hundred and fifty acres. 

Ambrose Cole, two hundred and fifty acres. 

James Cole, two hundred and fifty acres. 

Adam Johnson, two hundred and fifty acres. 

James Duggan, two hundred and fifty acres. He received five hundred acres from New York, otherwise he 
would have been entitled to seven hundred and fifty acres. 

Daniel Earl, Jr. two hundred and fifty acres. He received five hundred acres from New York, or he would 
have been entitled to seven hundred and fifty acres. 

John Paskel, two hundred and fifty acres. 

Edward Chinn, two hundred and fifty acres. He received one thousand acres from New York. 
‘“ — two hundred and fifty acres. He received six hundred and sixty-six and two-thirds acres from 
New York. 

John Torrey, two hundred and fifty acres. 


Claimant entitled to the lowest rate of allowance. 


Samuel Fales, one hundred acres. ‘This man isa son of Atwood Fales, who is in the second class of claimants. 


A list of claimants whose proofs are incomplete, and the decisions on their claims suspended. 


Lewis Rouse. It is not sufficiently proved that he fled to the United States. 

Martha Bocart, relict of Abraham Bocart, and formerly relict of Daniel Tucker. ‘There is no proof of the ex- 
tent of the losses and sufferings of Daniel Tucker. 

James Gouett. Itis not proved that his services were voluntary, nor that he migrated to the United States. 

—— Rodgers. He requests that time may be allowed him for producing the requisite proofs to entitle him to 

a bounty. 

saced Rodgers, heir to George Rodgers, deceased. Suspended for the same reasons as in the case next above. 

The heirs of Nathaniel Reynolds. Some of the dates in the depositions are written on an erasure. 


A list of claimants who are not, in the opinion of the commissioners, entitled to bounty from the United States. 


Nathaniel Earl. He was liberally compensated by New York. He received one thousand acres from that State. 

Lewis Gosline. He has also received one thousand acres from New York, which is an adequate compensation. 

Josiah Throop. Liberally compensated by New York, by a grant for one thousand acres. 

Jonas Earl, and Daniel Earl. Each of them hath received five hundred acres from New York. 

James Robisheaux. Liberally compensated by New York. 

Nathaniel and Patrick Welsh. No principle upon which an allowance can be made. 

Abraham Livingston. He has been compensated by New York. He received one thousand acres. 

Oliver Miller. Not entitled. 

Lieutenant Colonel J. F. Hamtramck. He has received ample compensation from the State of New York and 
the United States. a 

William Torrey. He received from New York one thousand acres. He is not entitled to any more. 

Gideon and Mary Delesdernier. It is not proved that they were obliged to leave Nova Scotia, nor that they came 
hither with intent to aid the United States. ‘Their son, whom they followed, is included in the third class. 

The heirs of Jonathan Delesdernier. This case does not come within the provisions of the law. 

Henry Weibble. Nothing can be allowed. His case is not embraced by the law. 

Philip Leibert. He has been already a New York. He received one thousand acres. 

Major Lorant Oliver. He is compensated. New York granted him one thousand acres. 

John Gauley. He received five hundred acres from New York, which is a sufficient compensation. 

Peter Cayeau. He also received five hundred acres from New York, which is sufficient compensation. 


RECAPITULATION, viz. 


4 special case 8,000 acres. 


s - - = = = ~ = 
5 cases of the first class, - - . - ‘ - 5,000 
15 cases of the second class, . ° ‘ - ‘ . - 11,250 
14 cases of the third class, - “ i ‘ é . - 7,000 
10 cases of the fourth class, - " i - 2,500 
1 case of the fifth and lowest class, - : ‘ Ps a ; 100 
33,850 


6 cases suspended. 
18 cases disallowed. 


73 


The foregoing abstract contains the names of all persons whose claims were presented before the expiration of 
the time fixed by the act of Congress. The suspended cases will be further examined and reported on hereafter. 


JAMES M’HENRY, Secretary of War. 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, Secretary of the Treasury. 
JOHN STEELE, Comptroller of the Treasury. 
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SALE OF LANDS ACQUIRED BY THE CESSION FROM NORTH CAROLINA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, MAY 9, 1800. 


Mr. AnveErson, from the committee to whom was referred the resolution authorizing an inquiry into the situation 
and extent of the vacant and unappropriated lands claimed by the United States under the cession of the State 
of North Carolina, and the expediency of making provision fer the disposition thereof, reported: 

That the State of North Carolina on the —— day of December, 1789, being then rightfully possessed of the 
jurisdiction, and also of the soil, (except in particular tracts, which she had previously sold) in and over all that 
territory which now forms the territory of the State of Tennessee, did, by her legislative authority, pass an act on 
the said —— day of December, entitled “‘ An act for the purpose of ceding to the United States of America certain 
western lands therein described,” in the words following, to wit: 

Whereas the United States in Congress assembled have repeatedly and earnestly recommended to the respec- 
tive States in the Union, claiming or owning vacant Western territory, to make cessions of part of the same asa further 
ineans, as well of hastening the extinguishment of the debts, as of establishing the harmony of the United States: 
and the inhabitants of the said Western territory, being also desirous that such cession wane F be made, in order to 
obtain a more ample protection than they have heretofore received: now this State, being ever desirous of doing 
ample justice to the public creditors, as well as the establishing the harmony of the United States, and complying 
with the reasonable desires of her citizens: 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of North Carolina, and it is hereby enacted by the authority 
of the same, That the Senators of this State in the Congress of the United States, or one of the Senators and an 
uwo of the Representatives of this State in the Congress of the United States, are hereby authorized, empowered, 
and required, to execute a deed or deeds, on the part and behalf of this State, conveying to the United States of 
America all right, title, and claim, which this State has to the sovereignty and territory of the lands situated within 
the chartered limits of this State, west of a line beginning on the extreme height of the Stone mountains, at the 
place where the Virginia line intersects it; running thence along the extreme height of the said mountain, to the 
ore where the Watauga river breaks through it; thence a direct course to the top of the Yellow mountain, where 
Bright’s road crosses the same; thence along the ridge of said mountain, between the waters of Doe river, and the 
waters of Rock creek, to the place where the road crosses the Iron mountain; from thence along the extreme height 
of said mountain, to where Nolachucky river runs through the same; thence to the top of the Bald mountain 3 thence 
along the extreme height of the said mountain, to the Painted Rock on French Broad rivers thence along the highest 
ridge of the said mountain, to the place where it is called the Great Iron or Smoky mountain; thence along the ex- 
treme height of the said mountain, to the place where it is called Unicoy or Unaka mountain, between the Indian 
towns of Cowee and Old Chota; thence along the main ridge of the said mountain, to the southern boundary of this 
State; upon the following express conditions, and subject thereto, that is to say: 

First. That neither the lands nor inhabitants, westward of the said mountain, shall be estimated after the cession 
made by virtue of this act shall be accepted, in the ascertaining the proportiun of this State with the United States 
in the common expense occasioned by the late war. 

Secondly. That the lands laid off, or directed to be laid off, by any act or acts of the General Assembly of this 
State, for the officers and soldiers thereof, their heirs and assigns, respectively, shall be and enure to the use and 
benefit of the said officers, their heirs and assigns, respectively; and if the bounds of the said lands already prescribed 
for the officers and soldiers of the continental line of this State shall not contain a sufficient quantity of lands fit for 
cultivation, to make good the several provisions intended by laws; that such officer or soldier, or his assignee, who 
shall fall short of his allotment or proportion, after all the lands fit for cultivation within the said bounds are appro- 
priated, be permitted to take his quota, or such part thereof as may be deficient, in any other part of the said territory, 
intended to be ceded by virtue of this act, not already appropriated. And where entries have been made agreeably 
to law, and titles under them not perfected by grant or otherwise, then, and in that case, the Governor for the time 
being shall, and he is hereby required, to perfect, from time to time, such titles, in such manner as if this act had 
never been passed. And that all entries made by, or grants made to, all and every person or persons whatsoever, 
agreeably to law, and within the limits hereby intended to be cedec to the United States, shall have the same force 
and effect as if such cession had not been made; and that all and every right of occupancy and pre-emption, and 
every other right reserved by any act or acts to persons settled on, and occupying lands within the limits of the 
lands hereby intended to be ceded as aforesaid, shall continue to be in full force, in the same manner as if the cession 
had not been made, and as conditions upon which the said lands are ceded to the United States. And further, it 
shall be understood, that if any person or persons shall have, by virtue of the act, entitled “* An act for opening the 
land office for the redemption of specie and other certificates, and discharging the arrears due to the army,”’ passed 
in the year 1783, made his or their entry in the office usually called John Armstrong’s office, and located the same 
to any spot or piece of ground on which any other person or persons shall have previously located any entry or 
entries; that then, and in that case, the person or persons having made such entry or entries, or their assignee or 
assignees, shall have leave and be at full liberty to remove the location of such entry or entries, to any lands on 
which no entry has been specially located, or on any vacant lands included within the limits of the lands hereby 
intended to be ceded: provided, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to the making 
— yd — or entries, or any grant or grants, heretofore declared void by any act or acts of the General Assem- 
bly of this State. 

Thirdly. That all the lands intended to be ceded, by virtue of this act, to the United States of America, and 
not appropriated as before mentioned, shall be considered as a common iund for the use and benefit of the United 
States of America, North Carolina inclusive, according to their respective and usual prpportion in the general 
— and expenditure, and shall be faithfully disposed for that purpose, and for no other use or purpose whatever. 

ourthly. That the territory so ceded shall be laid out and formed into a State or States, containing a suitable 
extent of territory, the inhabitants of which shall enjoy all the privileges, benefits, and advantages set forth, in 
the ordinance of the late Congress for the government of the Western territory of the United States; that is to say. 

whenever the Congress of the United States shall cause to be officially transmitted to the Executive authority o! 

this State an authenticated copy of the act to be passed by the Congress of the United States, accepting the cession 

of territory made by virtue of this act, under the express conditions hereby specified, the said Congress shall, at the 
same time, assume the government of the said ceded territory, which they shall execute in a manner similar to that 
which they support in the territory west of the Ohio; shall protect the inhabitants against enemies; and shall never 
bar or deprive them of any privileges which the people in the territory, west of the Ohio, enjoy: Provided, always, 
That no regulations made, or to be made, by Congress, shall tend to emancipate slaves. 


Fifthly. That the inhabitants of the said ceded territory shall be liable to pay such sums of money as may, from 


taking their census, be their just proportion of the debt of the United States, and the arrears of the requisitions of 


Congress on this State. 
ixthly. That all persons indebted to this State, residing in the territory intended to be ceded by virtue of this 
act, shall be held and deemed liable to pay such debt or debts in the same manner, and under the same penalty or 
penalties, as if this act had never been passed. 
Seventhly. ‘That if the Congress of the United States do not accept the cession, hereby intended to be made, 
in due form, and give official notice thereof to the Executive of this State, within eighteen months from the passing 


of this act, then this act shall be of no force or effect whatsoever. 
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Eighthly. ‘That the lands in force and use in the State of North Carolina, at the time of ~—— this act, shall 
be, and continue in full force, within the territory hereby ceded, until the same shall be repealed, or otherwise 
altered, by the Legislative authority of tie said territory. ; 

Ninthly. That the lands of non-resident proprietors, within the said ceded territory, shall not be taxed higher 
than the lands of residents. : 

Tenthly. ‘That this act shall not prevent the people, now residing south of French Broad, between the rivers 
Tennessee and Big Pigeon, from entering their pre-emptions in that tract, should an office be opened for that pur- 
pose, under an act of the present General Assembly. . . ; 

** And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the sovereignty and jurisdiction of this State, in and 
over the territory aforesaid, and all and every the inhabitants thereof, shall be, and remain the same, in all respects, 
until the Congress of the United States shall accept the cession to be made by virtue of this act, as if this act had 
never passed.”’ 

Here follows the deed of cession: 

** Now, therefore, know ye, That we, Samuet Jounson and Bensamin Hawkins, Senators aforesaid, by virtue 
of the power and authority committed to us by the said act, and in the name, and for and on behalf of the said 
State, do, by these presents, convey, assign, transfer, and set over unto the United States of America, for the benefit 
of the said States, North Carolina inclusive, all right, title, andclaim, which the said State hath to the sovereignty 
and territory of the lands situated within the chartered limits of the said State, as bounded and described in the 
above recited act of the General Assembly, to and for the uses and purposes, and on the conditions mentioned in 


the said act.” 

The act of Congress, consequent upon this deed, is in the words following, viz: 

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the said deed be, and the same is, hereby accepted.”” Approved, pri/ 2d, 1790. 

Whence it follows, in the opinion of the committee, that the right of sale, as well as of jurisdiction, which pre- 
viously belonged to the State of North Carolina, in and over the said territory, was, by the deed aforesaid, vested 
in the United States, upon the conditions therein specified. 

And this opinion, as to the right of soil, is the more fully impressed on the minds of the committee upon an 
ey perusal of the third condition stipulated in the aforesaid act of cession, which is in the words fol- 

owing, viz: . 

“ Thirdly. That all the /ands intended to be ceded, by virtue of this act, to the United States of America, and 
not appropriated, as before mentioned, shall be considered as a common fund, for the use and benefit of the United 
States of America, North Carolina inclusive, according to their respective and usual proportion in the general! 
— and expenditure, and shall be faithfully disposed of for that purpose, and for no other use or purpose 
whatever. : 

It being very clear, from this provision in the act of cession, that it was intended the right of sale should pass to 
the United States, as a common fund, to be disposed of for the benefit of the whole Union. 

To question the right of the Legislature of North Carolina to dispose ofthis sale, is to question the title of every 
man in Tennessee who holds the soil by deed from North Carolina. Since, it is evident, that, if the State of North 
Carolina had a right to dispose of the soil to individuals, she had an equal right to dispose of it to the United States. 
And if she could make her terms in the first case, so she could also in the last. She has done so in both; and both 
have as good a title to their respective parts, as North Carolina had before she alienated to them. ; 

The fourth condition, in the said act of cession, provides, that the territory so ceded shall be laid out and formed 
into a State, or States, containing a suitable extent of territory, the inhabitants of which shall enjoy all the privileges. 
benefits, and advantages set forth in the ordinance of the late Congress, for the government of the Western territory 
of the United States, &c. 

Under this provision, the inhabitants of the said ceded territory, first formed into a temporary government, since 
become a separate State. And, on the first day of June, 1796, by an act of the Congress of the United States, the said 
ceded territory, so formed into a State, was ‘‘ declared to be one of the United States of America, on an equal footing 
with the original States in all respects whatever, by the name and title of the State of Tennessee.” Whereby, 
in the opinion of the committee, the said State of ‘Tennessee acquired the jurisdiction over, but not the right of soil 
within the said territory. 

And this is the more satisfactorily evinced to the committee, from the consideration, that the Government of the 
United States held only a limited and temporary jurisdiction over the said territory, determinable on an event fore- 
seen and specified; which the Government of the United States could not control; and upon which, the inhabitants 
and territory were to become an independent State or States of the Union. Hence the State of ‘l’ennessee does not 
derive even her jurisdiction from the Government of the United States; but has it by operation of the act of cession, 
— the State ef North Carolina, after it had been exercised for a time, in virtue of the same act, by the United 

tates. 
There is, therefore, no ground for the claim of Tennessee to the soil, upon the principle that a grant of the juris- 
diction over territory possesses the right of soil therein; because, in fact, there is no grant of jurisdiction from the 
United States to the State of Tennessee. 

But the right of jurisdiction, and the right of soil, are distinct rights, and may be severed. Thus, North Caro- 
lina, while she retained the jurisdiction over the territory in question, disposed of a great proportion of the soil to 
individuals, and upon various considerations, such as military service, paper money, specie, and other certificates. 
So, in the aforesaid act of cession, North Carolina authorized the disposition of the soil, on such considerations and 
conditions as she chose to stipulate to the United States. Many of these considerations were pecuniary: one of the 
conditions was, that the United States should exercise jurisdiction in a particular way, and determinable on certain 
events; conformably to which, a deed was executed on the part of North Carolina, and accepted by the United 
States. Hence_the right of soil, vested in the United States, for the uses expressed in the deed. And it became 
a duty in the United States, by virtue of the same deed, to exercise jurisdiction over the territory until it grew 
into a State. The United States did exercise jurisdiction accordingly, until that event took place; upon which, that 
duty ceased, and the jurisdiction was of right necessarily in the State; but the right of soil remained in the United 
States, as well as other rights; therefore, it is presumed that the United States may proceed to dispose of such parts 
of the soil to which she has a right, under the deed of cession from North Carolina, as shall have been freed frem 
the Indian claim. 

Of this description, it appears to the committee, that. besides other inconsiderable vacancies lying between former 
appropriations, that much the greater parts of the counties of Blount, and Sevire, lying on the south side of French 
Broad, between the Tennessee river and Big Pigeon, are not yet legally appropriated, although actually settled, by 
people who claim a right of pre-emption to the tracts they have settled. ‘The.committee have no information which 
will enable them to ascertain the precise situation, or extent of the residue of the lands claimed by the United States, 
within the State of Tennessee; nor is it deemed important at this time, since it remains covered by the Indian claim. 


The committee, therefore, offer the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That it is expedient for the United States, by law, to open an office for the sale of the lands to which 
the United States have the legal right, within the State of Tennessee. so far as the Indian claim thereto has been 
extinguished; and that the right of pre-emption, determinable by the priority of occupancy, be allowed to all the 
heads of families, respectively, to any quantity of land not exceeding six hundred and forty acres, to include their 
actual settlement at the lowest price to be fixed on the sale of the aforesaid Jands. 

fesolved, That the Attorney General be, and he is hereby requested to collect all the laws of the State of North 
Carolina, and such other information as he shall deem material, relative to the rights of individuals to the lands with- 
in the said ceded territory, and lay the same before the Senate at their next session. 
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Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing report be transmitted to the Executive authority of the State of Tennessee, 
and that any representation, or claim, which may be made to the next session of Congress by the State aforesaid, 
on the subject of the said lands, will be duly considered. 








6th Coneress. ] No. 58. [ist Session. 


REFUGEES FROM CANADA AND NOVA SCOTIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 9TH OF MAY, 1800. 


Mr. Gatxatrn, from the committee to whom was referred the report of the Secretary of War, Secretary and Comp- 
troller of the Treasury, on the subject of the refugees from Canada and Nova Scotia, made the following report: 


That seventy-three ee have presented claims as entitled to relief under the provisions of the act of April. 
1798. That eighteen claims have been disallowed; six are suspended, for want of sufficient proofs; and forty-nine 
have been allowed. In four = ge cases, the Secretaries and Comptroller recommend an allowance of two thou- 
sand acres. The forty-five other claimants have been arranged in five classes, allowing to those of the first class, 
five in number, one thousand acres each; to those of the second class, fifteen in number, seven hundred and fifty 
acres each; to those of the third class, fourteen in number, five hundred acres each; to those of the fourth class, ten 
in number, two hundred and fifty acres each; and to the only claimant of the fifth class, one hundred acres; making 
altogether, and including the special cases, thirty-three thousand five hundred acres. The six suspended cases, if 
allowed, would not increase the quantity of land to forty thousand acres. 

The committee, considering that the whole amount of claims falls short of what was generally expected; that all 
the claimants are original holders; that their losses or sufferings have been ponalihinsiates that the greater number 
are now, and have been for many years, in indigent circumstances; and that not only they have been thus reduced 
on account of their having joined the American cause, but have waited twenty years for a compensation, recommend 
that there should be allowed to those of the fourth class half a section, or three hundred and twenty acres, instead 
of two hundred and fifty, aud to others in the same proportion, which will make a difference of only four thousand 
seven hundred and forty acres. 

On the particular cases, the committee propose only two alterations. 

The first relates to the case of L. F. Delesdernier, a Nova Scotia refugee, who is placed in the third class, at the 
rate of five hundred acres. The claim for his deceased brother John, who enlisted in the army of the United States, 
and served to the end of the war, and that of his father and mother, have been disallowed. The last is disallowed 
because ‘‘it is not proved that they were obliged to leave Nova Scotia, nor that they came hither with intent to aid 
the United States.” Although it was proper to have rejected the claim for that proof, yet, as it appears that on 
account of their leaving Nova Scotia during the war, and joining their son, they lost their property, and have ever 
since been supported by that son; (they being both past seventy, and the father having been deprived of his senses 
for a number of years) this appeared to the committee a sufficient reason for raising the son, who was a meritorious 
and useful officer during the war, from the third to the second class. 

The other case is that of the heirs of James Boyd, whose claim is considered by the Secretaries and Comptroller 
as one of the specific cases, and to whom they have allowed two thousand acres. The Secretaries and Comptroller 
state that ** James Boyd lost fifty thousand acres of land, on which were some improvements, on the east side of 
what is now known io be the river St. Croix.” One of the heirs, who attends to the business, considering the com- 
pensation as altogether inadequate, has requested that the claim should not be included amongst those now reported 
on, rather choosing that it should be referred, with the other suspended cases, to the next session of Congress, when 
there will be time to investigate its merits. The committee recommend a compliance with his request. 

With those alterations, adopting, in every other respect, the report of the Secretaries and Comptroller, the third 
a of the bill, reported by the committee on the subject of the Nova Scotia and Canada refugees, will stand as 
follows: 

‘That the following persons be entitled, &c. viz: Martha Walker, widow of Thomas Walker, John Edgar, and 
Seth Harding, respectively, two thousand two hundred and forty acres each; Jonathan Eddy, Colonel James Liv- 
ingston, Parker Clark, and John Allan, respectively, one thousand two hundred and eighty acres each; and the heirs 
of John Dodge, one thousand two hundred and eighty acres. - 

Thomas Faulkner, Edward Faulkner, David Gay, Martin Brooks, Lieutenant Colonel Bradford, Noah Miller, 
Joshua Lamb, Atwood Fales, John Starr, William How, Ebenezer Gardner, Lewis F. Delesdernier, John Mc- 
Gown, Jonas C. Minot. and P. Francis Cazeau, respectively, nine hundred and sixty acres each; and the heirs of 
Simon Chester, nine hundred and sixty acres. 

Jacob Vander Heyden, John Livingston, James Crawford, Isaac Danks, Major B. Von Heer, Benjamin Thom- 
son, Joseph Bindon, Joseph Levittre, Lieutenant William Maxwell, Jonathan De Merceir, James Price, Seth Noble, 
and John Halsted, respectively, six. hundred and forty acres each. 

David Jenks, Ambrose Cole, James Cole, Adam Johnson, James Duggan, Daniel Earl, jun., John Paskel, Ed- 
ward China, Joseph Cone, and John Torrey, respectively, three hundred and twenty acres each. 

Samuel Fales, one hundred and sixty acres. 

Which several tracts of land shall, except the last, be located in half sections by the respective claimants. 











6th ConGRrEss. ] No. 59. [2nd Session, 





APPLICATION FOR THE RENEWAL OF A LOST VIRGINIA MILITARY BOUNTY. LAND 
WARRANT. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 2, 1801. 


Mr. Hoimes, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of Griffin ‘Taylor, made the following report: 


That the petitioner states he purchased from William Eskridge, a lieutenant in the Virginia continental line, a 
military land warrant, for two hundred acres, granted to the said Eskridge for his military services; that some time 
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afterwards, he casually lost the same, and has never since known what became of it. He further states that, shortly 
after losing the said warrant, he entered a caveat in the War Office, and at the same time procured a certificate of 
its number, date, and quantity. On application to the Secretary: of War for a renewal of the warrant, he was in- 
formed that no relief could be afforded in his case unless Congress were to pass a law for that purpose. ; 

Your committee were of opinion that the legislating upon individual cases ought to be avoided as much as possible. 
It would, in all probability, be productive of invidious distinctions, or create precedents that might prove injurious 
to the public interest; they, therefore, turned their attention solely to the propriety of recommending a general law 
on the subject, containing such provisions as would guard the public against fraud and imposition; contemplating 
this as the only mode advisable to be adopted, they requested the Secretary of War to give them such information 
as he might suppose would assist the judgments of the committee in forming an opinion, and particularly to let them 
know what checks there would be against deception in his Department, in the event of a general law being enacted. 
The answer of the Secretary satisfied your committee that no general regulations could, with safety, be adopted. 
It appears that the most important checks, which might serve to render deception less practicable in that event, were 
destroyed with the other records in the Department. While your committee regret that any part of this misfortune 
should have fallen upon any of those, or their representatives, who have so dearly earned the bounty in land from 
their country, by submitting to great danger, toil, and hardship, during the contest for its independence, yet they 
cannot devise any mode of relief consistent with the public interest. ‘They, therefore, recommend the adoption of 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition of Griffith Taylor ought not to be granted. 








6th Coneress. ] No. 60. [2d Session. 


PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS IN THE NORTHWESTERN TERRITORY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 25th or FEBRUARY, 1801. 


Mr. Dennis, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of sundry inhabitants in the Northwestern ter- 
ritory, made‘the following report: 


That the petitioners state that, with much labor and difficulty, they have settled upon, cultivated, and improved 
certain lands, the property of the United States, between the waters of the Scioto and Muskingum rivers, and have 
thereby not only enhanced the value of the lands upon which they have respectively settled, but of other lands in 
the vicinity of the same, to the great benefit of the United States, and pray for a pre-emption right to those lands, 
at two dollars per acre, and such credit as Congress may think proper to extend to them, clear of interest. 

They also state that, some of the petitioners have settled upon and improved lands reserved by the United 
States, without knowing of such reservation, and pray for a right of pre-emption on the terms before mentioned. 

Your committee are of opinion that, as there are many others in the situation of the petitioners, if the indul- 
gence prayed for be granted, it ought to be general: but, whatever may be the hardships sustained by the petitioners, 
and however great our disposition to relieve them therefrom, believing, as the committee do, that —— the in- 
dulgence prayed for would operate as an encouragement to intrusions on the public lands, and would be an unjus- 
tifiable sacrifice of the public interest, report, as their opinion, that the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted. 





Sth Conersss. ] No. 61. [2d Sesston. 


CLAIMS OF GEORGIA IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 
_COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 28, 1801. 


Mr. Dana, from the committee to whom was referred the address and remonstrance of the Legislature of the State 
of Georgia, made the following report: 


The remonstrance complains of two acts of Congress respecting the Mississippi territory; one passed in April, 
one > on seven hundred and ninety-eight; the other in May, one thousand eight hundred; and prays for their 
repeal. 

The tract of gone called the Mississippi territory, is bounded on the west by the river Mississippi; on the 
east, by the river Appalachicola, or Chattahoochee; on the south, by the southern boundary of the United States; 
and on the north, by a line drawn from the confluence of the river Yazoo with the Mississippi, due east, to the 
beforementioned river Chattahoochee. 

For a view of the claim of the United States to the territory in question, the committee, in the present instance, 
deem it sufficient to refer toa report of the Attorney General, made to the Senate at the first session of the fourth 
Congress, (1) and toa report of the committee of the House of Representatives, made at the first session of the sixth 
Congress. (2) The last mentioned report also contains a summary statement of a variety of individual claims to 
lands within the territory. 

The claim of Georgia is particularly stated in the remonstrance referred to your committee. 

The two acts of Congress, of which the remonstrance complains, have provided for an adjustment of those claims, 
through the agency of commissioners; and also for the establishment of a Government over the Mississippi territory, 
similar to that established by the ordinance of Congress of July, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, for 
pt prints northwest of the river Ohio; saving and reserving ‘to the State of Georgia all her right or claim to the 
said territory. ; 

Cusuinavie have accordingly been appointed on the part of ihe United States, and also on the part of Geor- 
gia, for negotiating an adjustment of their respective claims. No report has yet been laid before Congress from the 
commissioners of the United States; but the business of their commission is understood to be yet pending. 


(1) See No, 21. (2 See No. 52. 
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Considering this state of things, the committee deem it proper for them to abstain from any particular discussion 
of the several claims to the Mississippi territory, while a hope is cherished that an amicable adjustment may be 


ultimately effected: nor do they think it expedient to adopt any measure which may be prejudicial to an object so 


desirable. , ‘ 
The committee, therefore, submit the following resolution: 
Resolved, That it would not be proper, at this time, for the House to take any further order on the address and 


remonstrance of the Legislature of the State of Georgia. 





7th Congress. ] No. 62. [ist Session. 





PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS TO CLAIMANTS UNDER JOHN CLEVES SYMMES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 14, 1801. 


¥ 


Mr. Davis, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of James M’Cashen and others, reported: 


That on the 15th day of October, in the year 1789, the late Board of Treasury, under resolutions of Congress 
of the 23d and 27th of July, and 23d of October, 1787, entered into a contract with John Cleves Symmes and cer- 
tain others, his associates, for a tract of land in the Western country, now called the Northwestern territory, and 
bounded westwardly by the Great Miami; southwardly, by the river Ohio; eastwardly, by a line beginning on the 
Ohio, ata spot twenty miles above the mouth of the Great Miami, and extending from the said spot ina course parallel 
with the general course of the Great Miami; and northwardly, by a line running due east and west, so as to include 
one million of acres, with certain reservations to the United States, out of each township contained in said tract. of 
land; for which the said John Cleves Symmes agreed to pay at the rate of two-thirds of a dollar per acre (one third 
of a dollar being deducted from one dollar for bad land and incidental charges) for such quantity as should be found, 
on a survey, to be in said bounds as before described; which contract was, at several different periods, altered by 
consent of Congress, so as to materially change the boundaries from the first original contract; which several alter- 
ations can be seen by referring to a statement of facts reported by a committee of the House of Representatives, on 
the 9th of February, 1797, and contained in the reports of committees of the second session of the fourth Congress.* 
The committee find that one of the petitioners, to wit, John Haggin, contracted with John Cleves Symmes, on the 
i9th of May, 1789, for two thousand six hundred and eighteen acres of the Jand, in the aforesaid bounds, and paid 


him for the same two thousand one hundred and eighty-one dollars and seventy-five cents and five-thirteenths, in . 


liquidated certificates; and there are good grounds to believe that the other pores have paid money for lands by 
them purchased of John Cleves Symmes, within the bounds of his original purchase, though no written proof is 
shown to the committee by them. The committee also find, that after John Cleves Symmes had sold to Haggin two 
thousand six hundred and eighteen acres of the land contained in his original purchase, and received payment for 
the same, as before stated, he, at his own request, and request of Jonathan Dayton, his associate and agent, so al- 
tered the contract first made by him, as to leave Haggin, one of the petitioners, and several others, out of the patented 
lands granted him by act of Congress of the 5th of May, 1792. The committee find that, onthe 3d day of March, 
1801, a law passed, giving to the description of purchasers, such as the petitioners represent themselves to be, a 
right of pre-emption to the lands purchased of John Cleves Symmes, before the passing of the said law, at two dol- 
lars per acre; and commissioners were appointed by said law to adjust the claims to purchasers under John Cleves 
Symmes, or his associates, to whom the purchasers were to make known their respective claims, on or before the 
ist day of November now last past, and on or before the Ist day of January next ensuing, to make the first payment 
for said pre-emptions; or, on failure thereof, the right of pre-emption became forfeited. ‘The commissoners were, by 
the provisions of the last law herein specified, to meet at Cincinnati, between the first day and the tenth day of No- 
vember last past, to adjust the right of pre-emption to a certain description of purchasers under John Cleves Symmes; 
of which meeting three weeks’ notice was to be given in a public newspaper, printed at Cincinnati. The committee 
find the provisions in the law, in this respect, have not been rigidly adhered to in the two following particulars, to 
wit: Ist, The notice of the meeting of the commissioners was given in small handbills; and no rapes is before the 
committee to show that the notice was published in the public newspaper at Cincinnati. 2dly, The notice so given 
bears date the 23d day of October, and gives notice of the meeting of the commissioners to be on the 9th day of 
November following, which afforded to the persons entitled to the right of pre-emption only eighteen days’ notice, 
including the date of the notice and day of meeting, instead of twenty-one days, as the law required. 

The committee are of opinion, that, to demand of the purchasers under John Cleves Symmes the sum of two 
dollars per acre for land purchased of him prior to the 5th day of May, 1792, under the sanction of the Government, 
and which had been sold him by the Gevernment at two-thirds of a dollar per acre, is highly injurious to the pur- 
chasers; as they contracted with John Cleves Symmes, and paid him for the land before any alteration in the con- 
tract took place. The committee, therefore, submit the following resolutions to the House: 

Resolved, That so much of the law of the 3d of March, 1801, as requires the purchasers of lands under John 
Cleves Symmes, or his associates, prior to the 5th day of May, 1792, to pay two dollars per acre for the benefit of the 
right of pre-emption, and so much of the said law as requires the first payment to be made on or before the first day 
of January next, ought to be repealed; and the purchasers under Symmes, or his associates, who actually purchased 
land, and paid money for the same, prior to the fifth of May, 1792, ought to be entitled to the land purchased of 
Symmes, on the same terms the said John Cleves Symmes was to have had it from the United States, by his original 


contract. 
ersons who purchased land of John Cleves Symmes since the 5th of May, 1792, ought to 


Resolved, That those ? 0 
have further time allowed them to pay the money than is allowed by the act of Congress of the 3d March, 1801. 


INFORMATION. 


Whereas, pursuant to a law of the United States, entitled ** An act giving a right of pre-emption to certain per- 
sons who have contracted with John Cleves Symmes, or his associates, for lands lying between the Miami rivers, 
in the territory of the United States, northwest of the river Ohio,” (which had been published in the Western Spy, 
on the 8th and 15th of April last) William Goforth and John Reily, with the Receiver of Public Moneys, have been 
appointed commissioners to adjust the claims of persons entitled to pre-emption rights by virtue of said law, 

Therefore, notice is hereby given, that the said commissioners will meet at Mr. Yeatman’s, in Cincinnati, on the 
9th day of November next, to adjust said claims, at which time and place all persons intending to avail themselves 


* See No. 33. 
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of the benefit of the aforesaid act are required to attend, with their proper vouchers and evidences necessary to sub- 
stantiate their respective claims. 
Given under our hands at Cincinnati, this 23d day of October, 1801. 
JAMES FINDLAY, 
WILLIAM GOFORTH, 
JOHN REILY. 


*,* Agreeably to the above recited act, it is indispensably necessary for all persons intending to avail themselves 
of the benefit of the same, to file their evidence of claim, or statement thereof, with the Receiver of Public Moneys - 
at Cincinnati, on or before the first day of November next. - | 


pee - 


[The following documents were subsequently appended to the foregoing report, by order of the committee. ] 


, Treasury DepartMENT, February 1st, 1802. 
IR: 
I have the honor to enclose a letter from the Receiver of the Land Office at Cincinnati, enclosing a report of the 

lands applied for, under the act of the last session, a pre-emption right to certain purchasers under J. C. Symmes. 

You will thereby perceive that a very full compliance with the terms of the law has taken place. Not less than 
one hundred and thirty thousand six hundred and ninety acres were applied for; and the one-fourth part of the pur- 
chase money was paid on one hundred and two thousand six hundred and sixty-three and ahalfacres thereof. For 
the residue, amounting to twent yg thousand six hundred and twenty-six and a half acres, to applicants, not hav- 
ing paid the fourth part required by law, before the first of January, have lost their right of pre-emption. 
It —_— to me that the purchasers, or claimants under J. C. Symmes and associates, whe have not yet applied, 
or who, having applied, have lost their pre-emption, may, without any inconvenience to the public, be permitted to 
apply to the Receiver at Cincinnati, for a term not exceeding, say three months, after the day of notification, paying, 
however, interest on the first payment from the first of January, to the date when they shall pay the same, and fix- 
ing the dates of subsequent payments on the same days with those who have heretofore applied. And the same 
privilege might be extended to claimants for lands lying north of Ludlow’s survey. But seeing the successful opera- 
tion of the act of last session, I think any essential alteration in the terms, or innovation in the general principle, 
should be TT avoided. 

a 


ve the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


Hon. Mr. Davis. 


Copy of a letter to the Secretary of the Treasury en Cincinnati, January 7th, 1802,” and signed “ James 
; indlay. 


Sir: 

Your letter of the 4th ultimo, came duly to hand, and I must offer the great press of business, under the act 
giving the right of pre-emption to certain persons who have contracted with John Cleves Symmes, or his associates, 
as an apology for not taking more early notice of it. 

I have the pleasure to inform you, that the commissioners have succeeded in their business equal to their most 
sanguine expectations, and forfeitures have been made in fewer instances than was generally supposed; some few 
have made payment in full. 

Tesiaeed you have a short statement showing the circumstances of that tract of land, which comes within the pur- 
view of the act above mentioned, which statement is made, on the best information which could be obtained, having no 
document in my possession, that will show the quantity contained in the said tract of land. That part of the land 
which has not been applied for probably appears more than it really is, for this reason: that there are a great many 
fractions on the two Miamies and Mad rivers, which have not been surveyed, and those fractions have been estimat- 
ed at a much less quantity than they will be found to contain on admeasurement; consequently, this will make the 
quantity granted more than appears on the report. 

[ cannot ascertain what proportion of the land J. C. Symmes, Esq. may have sold out of the quantity that re- 
mains unapplied for, and the quantity he had retained is uncertain. 

I herewith enclose you my report for last month, and my accounts it will be some time before I can possibly send 
you my quarterly return; the people generally postponed payment until the last few days of the time they could 
make payment, and my being one of the commissioners, (who did not finish their business until the 31st ultimo) put 
it out of my power to have it prepared. — 

Permit me to state a case to you, which appears to me to bea hard one: John Rippy and John Reed purchased 
a section of land in the abovementioned tract several years ago, and made —— in full; when the law passed 

f not be returned; one of them went 
into Virginia for cash to make the payment; on his return, his horse died, and he did not reach this place until the 
morning on the first instant. He offered the money in payments I told him the time of payment having expired the 
evening before, it could not be received; he asked me to take the money in keeping, and state the case to you; if you 
could, with = direct me to report the money, it would be doing them great justice. There are five families 
living on the land, all relations; each of them has a good improvement on the section. 


I am respectfully, sir, you most obedient servant, 
JAMES FINDLAY. 


Al statement showing the circumstances of a tract of land granted by a law of the United States, entitled An act 
giving a right of pre-emption to certain persons who have contracted with John Cleves Symmes, or his associates, 
for lands lying between the Miami rivers, in the territory of the United States, northwest of the river Ohio. 


This tract of land is estimated to contain within the boundary mentioned in the abovelaw,- - 295,410 acres. 
This quantity, being 5-36 parts of the whole tract, has always been considered by John Cleves 
Symmes, Esq. as reserves for the use of schvols, religious purposes, and the future disposition of 
Congress, known by numbers 8, 11, 16, 26 and 29; which reserves amount to 41,025 acres 
This quantity, the one-fourth part of the purchase money, and the surveying expenses, 
“have been paid to the Receiver of Public Moneys for the district of Cincinnati, 
agreeably to the said recited law, - - - - - - 102,063 50-100 
This quantity has been applied for, and the commissioners have granted the certifi- 
cates for the same, to certain persons, who have not paid the one-fourth part of the 
purchase money to the aforesaid Receiver of Public Moneys, —- - - 28,626 50-100 
This quantity remains unapplied for by any person. How much of this last quantity 
John Cleves Symmes, Esq. may have sold is uncertain, and the quantity retained 


by him unknown, - - - - - 123,695 
——— 295,410 





Recerver’s Orrice, Cincinnati, 8th January 1802 
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7th ConcreEss. ] No. 63. [1st Session. 





TIME EXTENDED FOR LOCATING MILITARY LAND WARRANTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 30, 1801. 


Mr. Davis, from the committee to whom were referred the resolutions of the House of Representatives in relation 
to the expediency or inexpediency of giving further time to the owners and holders of military land warrants, 
to register and locate the same, made the following report: 


That, on the Ist day of June, 1796, Congress, by law, directed the Surveyor General to lay off by actual sur- 
vey a tract of land in the territory of the United States northwest of the river Ohio, to be reserved for satisfying 
claims granted for military services; which said tract of land was to be bounded as follows, to wit: Beginning at 
the northwest corner of the seven ranges of townships, and running thence fifty miles, due south, along the western 
boundary of the said ranges; thence, due west, to the main branch of the Scioto river; thence, up the main branch of 
the said river, to the place where the Indian boundary line crosses the same; thence, along the said boundary line, to 
the Tuscarora branch of the Muskingum river, at the crossing place above Fort Lawrence; thence, up the said river, 
to the point where a line, running due west from the place of beginning, will intersect the said river; thence, along 
the line, to run to the place of beginning: which said tract of land was directed to be laid off into townships of 
five miles square, by running, marking, and numbering, the exterior iines of said townships, and marking corners 
. the said lines at the distance of two and an half miles; a plat of which was to be sent to the Secretary of the 

reasury. 

em aumuiite further report that the tract of land before described was to be granted to the proprietors or 
holders of military land warrants, in quarter townships, to contain four thousand acres each. But the committee 
find the survey aforesaid was not executed with the accuracy the law had intended; but Congress did, by an act, 
passed the Ist day of March, 1800, establish the said survey in the manner in which it had been executed. . 

That, owing to the inaccuracy in the survey aforesaid, some of the quarter townships contained more than four 
thousand acres, and some less; and that provision was made by law to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 

rant a certificate, in the nature of a land warrant, to the person locating on a quarter township that fell short of 
four thousand acres, for the deficiency; but no certificate could issue for a less quantity than fifty acres. 

The committee find that the number of certificates issued under the act aforesaid, for deficiencies in the quarter 
townships, are thirty-six in all; and that their aggregate amount is thirteen thousand seven hundred and eighty-one 
acres. Of the certificates granted as aforesaid, fifteen of them were outstanding on the 24th day of December 
instant: their aggregate amount is four thousand five hundred and eleven and six-tenths acres. [See document B. ] 

Your committee further report that, after the priority of location had been determined, and the proprietors or 
holders of military land warrants had designated their respective tracts, the act aforesaid directed the Secretary of 
the Treasury to designate, by lot, fifty quarter townships, together with the fractional part of townships unlocated 
which were reserved to individuals for their military services. ‘ 

Your committee find that the last mentioned tract of land was to be laid off in lots of a hundred acres each, 
and no patent can issue for any of the aforesaid lots, except in the name of the person originally entitled, or his 
heirs. Under the third section of the act before alluded to, the Secretary of the Treasury issued fourteen certificates 
for fifty acres each, for deficiencies in the one hundred acre lots, the aggregate amount of which is seven hundred 
acres, as by document C. 

Your committee find the total amount of fractional se ions open for location on the 24th day of December 
instant was ninety-three thousand two hundred and twenty-five acres, of which three hundred and sixty acres are 
on the river Scioto; seventy-one thousand one hundred and ninety-two and three-tenths acres on the Indian boun- 
dary line; eight thousand one hundred and thirty-four acres on the town of Salem; “ve thousand two hundred and 
eighty-one and two tenths acres on the town of Schoenbrunn; and seven hundred anu fifty and seven-tenths acres 
on the town of Gnadenhutten: besides what remains unlocated of the fifty quarter townships. [See document A.] 

Your committee also find that, in dividing the fifty quarter townships into one hundred acre lots, there are sixty- 
five fractional lots of less than a hundred acres, which, in the aggregate, contain two thousand 4. twenty-four 
and three-tenths acres. 

Your committee find that a less quantity than four thousand acres cannot be located in the general tract set 
apart for satisfying military claims, which have been passed from the original holders, as betore described; and that 
not less than a hundred acres can be located in the tract set apart for original holders of warrants, under the 5th 
and 6th sections of the act aforesaid. That, in many instances, original warrants, issued for uneven num- 
bers, when compared with the location number of acres, say for one hundred and fifty, four hundred and fifty, and 
eight hundred and fifty acres of military land; and no law exists under which the odd number of acres canbe lo- 
cated, except where they make a component part of a quarter township. Hence, holders of such warrants, or cer- 
tificates in the nature of warrants, have been unable to locate them. : 

The committee find the number of acres contained in the unregistered warrants for military services, as out- 
standing on the 28th day of December instant, amounted to five hundred and fifty-two thousand six hundred and 
five and three-fourths. [See document D.] 

Your committee also find that the time allowed by law for the holders or proprietors of warrants granted for 
military services to locate the same, expires on the Ist day of January next ensuing. 1 

Your committee, therefore, submit the following resolutions, to wit: 

Resolved, That further time ought to be given to the holders or proprietors of military land warrants, to register 
and locate the same. 4 i 

That provision ought to be made, by law, authorizing the holders of warrants, or certificates in the nature of 
varrants, under a hundred acres, to locate the same. 

That all warrants or certificates located on a less quantity than four thousand acres shall be located on the unlo- 
cated parts of the fifty quarter townships and fractional quarter townships. 

That warrants, or certificates in the nature of warrants, which have or shall issue for a quantity less than a. hun- 
dred acres shall be located on the fractional parts of lots that are less than a hundred acres, and in no other place 

_ That the holders or proprietors of warrants for military services who shall locate the same on the quarter town- 
ships, or fractional part of quarter townships, after the —— day of —— next, shall obtain patents in their own name. 
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B. 


List of — issued by the Register of the Treasury for the surplus deposited above the contents of each 
ocated section, and fractional section; showing, also, those since returned to the Treasury. 





















































Certificates issued to entitle toa Certificates issued for surplus of Deposit: 
ocation. 
Register’s certificates 
S qj Outstanding the 24th 
= | Acres %| Acres | By whom returned to the |% % | December, 1801. 
2 & 10ths. In whose favor. Date. = & 10ths. Treasury. S 4 
= 79 
i : Z 2% 
No. 
9 | 3,819.6 | John Heckewelder, - |Mar. 10, 1800, 1] 180.4 | - . -| - | No. 1 acres 180.4 
40 | 3,936.0 | Caleb Swan, a" 2 “TS SER «x . er 2 *% 64.0 
1 | 3,133.8 | Elijah Backus, -{ ‘© 13, “ | 3! $61.2 | Elijah Backus, - | 249 
165 | 3,682.2 | Martin Baum, -{ “* 10, “ | 4) 317.8 | Martin Baum, - | 38 
51 | 3,478.8 | Robert Underwood, - | ‘* 10, “ | 5} 521.2 | John Mathews, » | 250 
53 | 3,874.6 | Jonas Stansberry, -j “ 10, “* | 6 125.4) Jonas Stansberry, - | 68 
83 | 3,809.7 | Nicholas Gilman, -} “ 10, “* | 7} 190.3 | NicholasGilman, - | 85 
107 | 3,894.4 | Jonathan Burrall, -j| “* 10, “ {| 8) 105.6 | Jchn Mathews, = - | 250 
90 | 3,613.4 | John Warder, ~| ** 10, “ | 9) 386.6] - . = oe 9 * 396.6 
86 | 3,543.5 | James Johnston, and 
others,* - - se 31, ** {10) 456.5 - - -| - 10 ** 456.5 
223 | 3,344.9 | Robert Campbell, -]| “* 10, ‘ jI1] 655.1] - 2 eal te li ** 655.1 
61 | 3,455.8 | John Rathbone, - |May 24, 1801,)12} 544.2 | John Rathbone, -| 59 
130 | 3,807.0 | William Steele, : 13| 193.0 | Zaccheus Briggs & Z. 
Mar. 10, 1800, A. Beatty, - | 253} 
152 | 3,460.0 | Joseph Hardy, -}| “ 10, ‘* |14) 540.0 | Joseph Hardy, - | 154 
119 | 3,080.0 | Jonathan Dayton, -{ “ 10, “ {15) 920.0] Jonathan :ayton, - | 251 
91 | 3,196.8 | Sampson Davis, -{ “ 10, “ {16} 803.2] - > ae 16 * 803.2 
133 | 3,080.0 William Steele, -| “ 10, “ {17} 920.0 | Zaccheus Briggs & Z. 
A. Beatty, - | 253 
144 | 3,644.2 | Jonathan Dayton, -| ‘* 10, “ {18! 355.8 | Jonathan Dayton, - | 251 
92 | 3,081.9 Ditto, —- -| * 20, * i198] 918.1 Ditto, - - | 251 
202 | 3,430.2 | Galbreath and Elmes, ; “ 20, “* /20; 569.8) - - -| - 20 ** 569.8 
135 | 3,882.0] William Steele, -| “ 10, ‘* [21| 117.73] - . wh 21 417,72 
32 | 2,363.0] J. F. Hamtramck, -| “ 10, ‘ {22) 1,637.0 | John Mathews, - | 250 
244 | 3,934.3] Wm. Wells and J. 
Armstrong, -| “ 10, ‘* |23) 65.7} Nicholas Gilman, -{ 85 
93 | 3,137.0} Jonathan Dayton, -| “* 10, ‘* |24) 863.0) Jonathan Dayton, - | 251 
4 | 4,050.0 | Elijah Backus, -| “ 10, * )25) 50.0 | Elijah Backus, - | 249 
17 | 4,050.0 } George Skinner, -| “ 10, “ 26) 50.0] - . =) 26 * 50.0 
86 | 3,543.5 | James Johnston and 
others,* - -| ** 31, ** }27| 50.0] James Morrison, - | 97, 
229 | 4,050.0 | Ebenezer Pierce, -| ‘* 10, “* (28; 50.0] - - -| - 28 * 50.0 
239 | 4,050.0 | James Johnston, -| “ 10, ‘ {29} 50.0 | William Simmons, - 31 
96 | 4,050.0 | Alex’r M’Glaughlin, Ae 10, * as 50.0 | Caimoel Medowell, - | 13 
1 April 30 : 200.0 - - ae 66 
250 | 3,185.9 | John Mathews, Pt 30, «© |ggl mag | _ ‘ a S med “ yor 
251 | 2,611.8 | Jonathan Dayton, -/| “ 30, * {34 445.1] - - ~1* 34 * 445.1 
128 | 4,920.0 | Theodorus Bailey,t - |Feb. 19, 1801,)35} 130.0] - . =o 35 * 130.0 
_ 61 | 3,455.8 | John Rathbone,t = - (Sept. 12, “* |36; 325.3 | - - - 36 “ 395.3 
13,781.0 Acres, 4,511.62 




















* Nos. 10 and 27, certificates for surplus, were issued for the same location. 

+ Land warrants deposited for five thousand and fifty acres, left a surplus of one hundred and thirty, for which No. 35 issued. 

+No. 36, issued for the residue of No, 12, paid in to satisfy a deficiency on location No. 59, of two hundred and eighteen and 
nine-tenths acres. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


No. 11. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, March 10, 1800. 


In‘pursuance of the act, entitled *‘An act in addition to an act, entitled An act regulating the grants of land 
appropriated for military services, and for the society of the United Brethren for propagating the Gospel among the 
Heathen,” passed on the Ist of March, 1800; and, in consequence of directions from the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 
{ hereby certify, that six hundred and fifty-five and one-tenth acres of land remain unsatisfied of a registry of military 
land warrants, by Robert Campbell, for Robert Campbell, for which a certificate, numbered two hundred and 
twenty-three, and dated 25th February, 1800, was issued at this office, in consequence of a location of the right ac- 
quired by the certificate, on the second quarter of the sixth township, in the eleventh range, containing, by the Sur- 
veyor General’s return, three thousand three hundred and forty-four and nine-tenths acres of land, surveyed for 


satisfying warrants granted for military services. : 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Explanation ef one item. 





Acres. 

Deposit in land warrants, —- e - - - 4,000 
Certificate No. 223; contents of section located, —- - 3,344 2, 
Surplus Ne. 11, as per copy above, - 655 4, 
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C. 


List of Certificates issued by the Register of the Treasury to original holders of warrants for surplus deposited 
above the amount of their actual locations; showing also, such of them as are since returned into the treasury. 


























2 = CERTIFICATES ISSUED FOR SURPLUS OF DEPOSIT. 
r= © E 
E 3 5 
3) sS ° Pa 
Cc o o + 
an Pa ¥ ro = E = ro z 
sz = os & g aa 2 ss 9 
we 8 S o § o Q a 33 § 
o & = 36 5B = 2 $4 Sait 2 
he} 2 -— os E > “5 53 
a = ° > 5 : : gm 2” 
= & te 3 es ~ & oo ~ 
: e | E : Bae oy tea) 
Zz Z Zz a Z < 6 S 
946 | Joseph Hait, - - - - - 56 450 | January 27, 1801, 50 . 
185! John Bishop, -- - - -— - 45 | 150] May 10,1800, | 50 
2,092 | Thomas E. Sumner and Jacky S. | : 
Blount, late Sumner, heirs of 36 850 | April 29, 1800, 50 
JethroSumner, - -— - ° 
447 | Jonathan Clark, ~~ = eS 26 450 | April 29, 1800, 50 
2,404 | Levin Winder, - - - - 22 450 Ditto, 50 
1,549 | Lachlin M’Intosh, - - -~ - 16 | 850 Ditto, 50 
1,009 | Josiah Harmar, - - ~ « 11 450 Ditto, 50 
2,364 —— se ig - ; ‘a - - 4 450 Ditto, 50 
2,129 | Daniel Titcomb, son of — . 
Titcomb, i if z i 3 450 Ditto, 50 
1,879 | John Stark, - - - = - 74 850 | August 3, 1801, 50 
1,237 | Jacob Leonard, - - = - - 86 150 | August 22, 1801, 50 
1,410} John M’Ewen, - - - - = - 87 150 Ditto, 50 
382} Abner Cole,  - - - - - 90 |. 150 | Sept. 17, 1801, 50 
2,207} Edward Tillard, - - -~ - 92 450 Ditto, 50 
700 



































700 acres, amount of Register’s certificates for surplus of deposits, outstanding. 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, December 24th, 1801. 


D. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, < ecember 28th, 1801. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to reply to your inquiry, that according to a register of numbers of land warrants, issuable 
to officers of the late Revolutionary army, ; 
2,900 is stated for the several grades, if the average is calculated at two hundred and fifty acres, the 























amount to the officers will be, - - - - - Acres, 725,000 
11,257 is stated for privates, at one hundred each, - - - - - - 1,125,700 
1,850,700 
Cancelled in payment of lands by the Ohio Company, and Symmes’ purchase—deduct — - - 238,694.66 
. 1,612,605. 34 
Locations made on warrants to 25th November, 1801, - - - 1,045,259. <5 
Paid in since, about, - - - - - - - 14,740.43; 
i 1,060,000 
Estimated to be outstanding, - ~ - - - - - acres. 552,605.34 








I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient and most humble servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE. 
Honorable Tuomas T. Davis. 
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[The following documents were subsequently appended to the foregoing report by order of the committee.] 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, Reeister’s OrricE, 14th January, 1802. 


SIR: 
I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a statement of the number of acres contained in the fifty townships set 
apart ior satisfying the claims of the original holders of land warrants; the amount located, and the amount which 


remained unlocated on the Ist peed he 1802. ; 
In reply to your inquiry, ‘‘ if any locations have or could be made by law on the general tract set apart for mili- 
tary services, since the priority of location has been determined, according to the meaning of the fifth section of the 


act aforesaid,” I beg leave to remark, that the fifty sections, together with the fractional sections designated, have 
invariably been reserved for the location of land warrants issued to original holders, and when locations (in lots. of 
one henkend acres) have been made, patents have been issued in their names; but, that, with respect to holders of 
parcels of land warrants, they have been permitted to deposit land warrants or certificates, issued by the direction 
of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, to an amount equal to the quarter township applied for by them to be located. Of 
this description, nine locations have been made upon whole quarter townships, since the determination of the prior- 
ity of location by lot. This ag was founded on the third section of the act of Ist June, 1796, and from the 


construction of the act of Ist March, 1800. ; 
I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, sir, your most obedient and most humble servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE. 


Honorable Tuomas T. Davis. 


Schedule of the Fifty Reserved Sections within the boundaries of the Military District. 


































































































Range. Township. Section. Contains in the whole. Locations made. Remains Unlocated. 
Acres. Acres. Acres. 
I. i, No. 3 4,000 - - 4,000 
do. VIII. 2 3,736 4-10 300 3,436 4-10 
do. do. 4 4,000 100 3,900 
do. ie 1 4,000 1,060 3,000 
Total, 15,736 4-10 1,400 14,336 4-10 
Ii. I. 3 4,000 700 3,300 
do. Il. 4 4,000 - - 4,000 
do. V. 1 4,125 3-4 - - 4,125 3-4 
do. do. 3 4,182 - - 4,182 
Total, 16,307 3-4 700 15,607 3-4 
Ill. I. ! 4,000 300 3,700 
do. VII. 1 4,000 : - 4,000 
do. do. 2 4,048 : - 4,048 
do. VIII. 4 4,000 - - 4,000 
Total, 16,048 300 15,748 
IV. IV. 3 4,000 - - 4,000 
do. ae 3 3,983 7-10 . - 3,983 7-10 
Total, 7,983 7-10 - - 7,983 7-10 
7. III. 3 4,000 - - 4,000 
do. Vil. 1 4,000 - - 4,000 
do. IX. 3 4,000 : - 4,000 
Total, 12,000 - - 12,000 
VI. Il. 1 4,000 - - 4,000 
do. VI. 2 3,372 6-10 1,000 2,372 6-10 
do. VII. 3 3,415 1-4 - - 3,415 1-4 
do. VI. 2 3,361 - : 3,361 
do. do. 3 3,468 8-10 800 2,668 8-10 
Total, 17,617 6-10 1,800 15,817 6-10 
VII. ry. 2 4,000 - - 4,000 
do. VI. 1 4,000 1,300 2,700 
do. Vil. 2 4,000 - - 4,000 
Total, 12,000 1,300 10,700 
VIII. If. 1 3,956 2-10 600 3,356 2-10 
do. do. 3 3,976 1,200 2,776 
do. [V. 3 3,971 8-10 - - 3,971 8-10 
Total, 11,904 1,800 10,104 
x. I. 3 3,962 1,100 2,862 
do. VII. 3 4,000 700 3,300 
do. IX. 4 4,423 4-10 - - 4,423 4-10 
Total, 12,385 4-10 1,800 10,585 4-10 
x, A, 2 4,000 - - 4,000 
do. Ill. 4 4,019 100 3,919 
do. VII. 1 4,000 600 3,400 
Total, 12,019 700 11,319 
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SCHEDULE—Continued. 












































































































































Range. Township. Section. Contains in the whole. Locations made. Remains Unlocated. 
Acres. Acres. Acres. 
XI. 7. °. 1 4,000 - i 4.000 
do. VII. 1 4,000 3 . 4,000 
Total, 8,000 - . 8,000 
142,001 8-10 9,800 132,201 8-10 
XIII. VIll. 4 2,568 8-10 1,200 1,368 8-10 
Total, 2,568 8-10 1,200 1,368 8-10 
XV. I $ 4,000 100 3,900 
do. II. 2 4,000 1,500 2,500 
do. Vil. 3 4,000 - - 4,000 
do. do 4 4,000 1,600 2,400 
Total, 16,000 3,200 12,800 
*XVI. II. 4 4,000 1,400 2,600 
do. ill. 4 4,000 1,600 2,400 
do. ; Vil. 2 4,000 - - 4,000 
do. do. 4 4,000 - - 4,000 
do. VI. 1 4,000 ‘ 4,000° 
Total, 20,000 3,000 17,000 
XVII. VIL. 4 . 4,000 - - 4,000 
42,568 6-10 7,400 35,168 6-10 
The whole amount of the fifty reserved sectionsis —- ae: 184,570 6-10 acres. 
Locations made on these sections, - - - - - 17,200 
Remains unlocated, - - - . - - - 167,370 6-10 
Total, 184,570 6-10 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, 14th January, 1802. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
7th Coneress. ] No. 64. [ist Session. 


CONFIRMATION OF AN INDIAN GRANT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 11, 1802. 


Mr. Joun G. Jackson made the following report: 


The committee to whom the petition of Isaac Zane was referred on the 7th instant, have taken the same into con- 
sideration, and make thereon the following report: 


‘Indians when an infant of nine years of age, 
ashad many children. 


That his attachment to the whites has subjected him to numberless inconveniences and dangers during the almost 

continual wars which existed between the United States and the Indians, until the peace of Greenville, in 1795. 

That previous to that period, a tract of land, on which he now lives, had been assigned to him by the Wyandot 

Indians, and that no idea was entertained when that treaty was made, that the land which had been given him 

would fall within the boundary of the United States, (which now appears to be the case) and, of consequence, no pro- 

vision was made in his favor by the treaty; all of which the committee have reason to believe is perfect oe = 
, on the 


it further appears from two certificates, one given by five Indian chiefs, at a place called the Big Rock, or i 
the said Zane a tract of land, of four miles 


day of September, 1800, that the Wyandot nation of Indians allotted i 
square, on Mad river; and that the said Zane had a pre-emption rent ever since the year 1758, to the lands of the 
yandot nation. The second certificate is given by Abraham C apline (a gentleman of character in the State of 
ear 1780, by the Wyandot ie that at that 


Kentucky) who certifies, that he was made a prisoner in the y t 
time the British Indians were marching, with formidable force, to attack the Kentucky country; : . — — 
o alarm the 


found it out, and gave Mr. Chapline a gun and ammunition, with directions what course to procee 
whites; and the said Zane also purchased another prisoner from the Mingoe Indians, which he gave one hundred 
bucks for, and furnished him with a gun also, to go with the said Chapline to alarm the Kentuckians; and that the 
said Zane was very friendly to the prisoners in general. And it further appears, from a certificate which was filed 
among the reports of the first session of the sixth Congress, given by Governor St. Clair, the agent for Indian affairs 


That the petitioner states, that he was made a prisoner by the Wyandot 
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in the Northwestern territory, that at a conference with the chiefs of the Wyandot nation, in the month of October, 
1799, the said chiefs declared it to be the wish of their nation that a tract of land, four miles square, at a place 
called the Big Bottom, on Mad river, a branchof Great Miami, should be confirmed to the said Zane, this land 
being set apart to and for him previous to the treaty of Greenville. Having taken these circumstances into consid- 
eration, and having been informed by Mr. Wells, the Indian interpreter, now in this city, that he was at the said 
treaty of Greenville, and that he understood the said Zane was to have a grant of land at or near the said Big Bottom; 
and the said Wells knew that the said Zane lived on the said tract of land in the year 1793, and that the Wyandot 
Indians told him that they had given the said land to the said Zane, and that the said Zane then was very friendly 
to the prisoners that were taken by the Indians into captivity. Therefore, the committee have considered that the 
petitioner ought to have confirmed a tract of land, equal in some degree to the intentions of the Indians, and to the 
services rendered to the United States by the petitioner; they, therefore, recommend to the House the adoption of 
the following resolution: ; Se fa ‘ Nes : . ; 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill authorizing the President of the United States to 
convey, in fee simple, to Isaac Zane, six sections of land, of one square mile each, within the Northwestern terri- 
tory, on any lands not heretofore appropriated, and that the Indian title thereto has been extinguished. 


We, the Wyandot nation, having given to Isaac Zane a lot.of land, consisting of four miles square, on the heads 
of Mad river, these five years past, and seems at present to encroach on the American lands; in that case we, the said 
Wyandot nation, allow the American Government to take possession of as much land of theirs, to replace the said 
land given to the said Isaac Zane, although, at same time, the said Isaac Zane has had a pre-emption right since 
the year 1758. 


Signed at the Big Rock, this sixteenth day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred. 


SAS TA RED ZI, his+mark. 
SA EN TES CON, his+mark. 
DES CHA RA MAN, his+mark. 
SY ET TA, his+mark. 
DA RI ON, his+mark. r 
Signed in the presence of 
James MELvIN, 
ApaM Brown, 
. Wiiiam Wa ker, 
J. B. P. Beaveranp, 
James M’RE.p. 


I do certify that, in the spring, 1780, I was a prisoner with the Wyandot Indians, and that the British and Indians 
were marching to attack the Kentucky country with; a formidable force, and Isaac Zane furnished me with a gun 
and ammunition, with instructions what course to proceed to alarm the people in Kentucky; and that he was very 
friendly to the prisoners in general, and certified to me his friendship to es native country people, and believe that 
he was, notwithstanding his situation, a friend to the whites; he also purchased another prisoner from the Mingoes, 
which he gave one hundred bucks for; and furnished him with a gun also, to go with me. 


Given under. my hand, this 2d of November, 1800. 
ABRAHAM CHAPLINE. 





7th Coneress.] No. 65. [1st Session. 








PERMIT TO ACCEPT AN INDIAN GRANT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 5, 1802. 


Mr. Davis, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of George Ash, made the following report: 


’ That the petitioner asks the United States to permit him to receive as a present from the Chiefs of the Shaw- 
anese and Delaware Indians, a tract of Jand, four miles square, opposite the mouth of the Kentucky river, which 
tract of land is claimed by the Indian tribes aforesaid. ‘The committee waited on the Chiefs of the Shawanese and 
Delaware tribes of Indians, and conversed with them, by an interpreter, on the subject of the gift of the land afore- 
said. From the information aed committee gained, it appeared to them, that the Indians were willing to give the 
petitioner a tract of land in the following shape: to begin at the Indian boundary line, opposite the mouth of Ken- 
tucky river; thence with the Ohio river to the mouth of the Little Kentucky; thence up the same one mile; from 
thence a direct line at right angles to the boundary line aforesaid. Your committee do not know what quantity of 
land these boundaries will include, nor do they approve of the plan of giving to individuals the right of receivin 
large tracts of land from the Indians; it may possibly be a source of evil at a future period, should enterprizing an 
intriguing men prevail on the Indians to make those gifts to a large extent. But your committee think it would not 
be unsafe to permit the petitioner to accept of one mile square from the Indians, to begin where the Indian boun- 
dary line touches the Ohio river, thence with the Ohio one mile; which line will form the basis of the mile square. 








7th ConeRgss. | No. 66. {ist SEsston. 


FRAUDS BY LAND JOBBERS IN THE INDIANA TERRITORY. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, FEBRUARY 18, 1802. , 


Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives: 


In a message of the 2d instant,* I enclosed a letter from the Secretary of War on the subject of certain lands 
in the neighborhood of our military posts, on which it might be expedient for the Legislature to make some pro- 
visions. A letter recently received from the Governor of Indiana presents some further views of the extent to 
which such provision may be needed. I therefore now transmit it for the information of Congress. 


TH: JEFFERSON. 
Fesrvary 18, 1802. 


* See Military Affairs, No. 47. 
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Vincennes, January 19th, 1802. 
Sir: 
The circumstances mentioned in this letter I have considered of sufficient importance to be communicated to 
the President. The court established at this place, under the authority of the State of Virginia, in the year 1780, 
(as I have before done myself the honor to inform you) assumed to themselves the right of granting lands to every 
applicant. Having exercised this power for some time without opposition, they began to conclude that their right 
over the land was supreme, and that they could with as much propriety grant to themselves as to others. Accord- 
ingly, an arrangement was made, by which the whole country to which the Indian title was ee to be extin- 
guished, was divided between the members of the courts and orders to that effect entered on their Journal, each 
member absenting himself from the court on the day that the order was to be made in his favor, so that it might 
appear to be the act of his fellows only. The tract thus disposed of extends on the Wabash twenty-four leagues 
from La Pointe Coupée to the mouth of White river, and forty leagues into the country west, and thirty east from 
the Wabash, excluding only the land immediately surrounding this town, which had before been granted to the amount 
of twenty or thirty thousand acres. ; 

The authors of this ridiculous transaction soon found that no advantage could be derived from it, as they could 
find no purchasers, and I believe that the idea of holding any part of the land was by the greater part of them aban- 
doned a few years ago; however, the claim was discovered, and a part of it purchased by some of those speculators 
who infest our country, and through these people, a number of others in different parts of the United States have be- 
come concerned, some of whom are actually preparing to make settlements on the land the ensuing spring. Indeed, 
I should not be surprised to see five hundred families settling under these titles in the course of a year. The price 
at which the land is sold enables any body to become a purchasers one thousand acres being frequently given for an 
indifferent horse or a rifle gun. And as a formal deed is made reciting the grant of the court, (made as it is pre- 
tended under the authority of the State of Virginia) many ignorant persons have been induced to part with their 
little all to obtain this ideal property, and they will no doubt endeavor to strengthen their claim, as soon as they 
have discovered the deception, by an actual settlement. The extent of these speculations was unknown to me until 
lately. I am now informed that a number of persons are in the habit of a to this place, where they purchase 
two or three hundred thousand acres of this claim, for which they get a deed properly authenticated and recorded, and 
then disperse themselves over the United States, to cheat the ignorant and credulous. In some measure, to check this 
practice, [ have forbidden the recorder and prothonotary of this county from recording or authenticating any of 
these papers; being determined that the official seals of the Territory shall not be prostituted to a purpose so base 
as that of assisting an infamous fraud. ; 

I have the honor to be, with the most perfect respect, your obedient servant, 


WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON. 
To the Hon. James Manison, Esq. Secretary of State. 





7th Conerzss. ] No. 67. [1st Sesston- 








CLAIMS ON THE LANDS CEDED BY NORTH CAROLINA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 24, 1802. 


Mr. Srantey, from the committee to whom had been referred a petition of Memucan Hunt and others, addressed 
to the General Assembly of the State of North Carolina, and sundry resolutions of the said Assembly, respect- 
ing a claim of the petitioners for the value of certain lands in the State of ‘Tennessee, held under grants from 
the State of North Carolina, prior to the cession of the said lands to the United States, made the following 
report: 


That the limits of the State of North Carolina under their charter, and as claimed in their bill of rights prefixed 
to their constitution, previous to the adoption of the Federal constitution, were the Atlantic ocean on the east, the 
State of Virginia on. the north, the river Mississippi on the west, and the State of South Carolina on the south; 
within which limits was comprehended a considerable tract of country occupied and used by the Indians for their 
residence and hunting grounds. That, in the year 1777, the General Assembly of the State of North Carolina 
passed an act for establishing offices for receiving entries for claims for lands in the several counties within the 
State, whereby they authorized the entering and granting “ any lands lying in any county of said State, which had 
not been granted by the crown of Great Britain, or the lords proprietors of North Carolina, or any of them, in fee, 
before the 4th day of July, 1776, or which have accrued or shal! accrue to said State by treaty or conquest.” That, 
in May, 1778, the General Assembly passed another act, to amend the above mentioned act, in which they ascer- 
tain and declare the boundary eastward of the Indian hunting ground, excluding all the lands at that time claimed 
to have been ceded or conquered from the Indians, which line did not extend so far westward as the present boun- 
dary line between the United States and the Indian tribes, and by that law ‘‘all entries and surveys of land which 
had been made over and beyond the said line are declared void; the money received by the entry takers, with their 
own fees, was directed to be refunded; and all future entries or surveys prohibited. 

That, during the late war, the Cherokee Indians, within the limits of said State, were at open war and declared 
hostilities with the United States. And, the State of North Carolina, in the year sent an army into their 
country, and, at great expense of blood and treasure, subdued them. That, after this expedition, to wit: on the 17th 
May, 1783, another law of said State was passed, whereby the boundary of lands admitted to be entered was ex- 
tended westwardly to the Mississippi; including all the lands within the limits of the State, and a land office was 
opened for the purpose of making entries and obtaining surveys of the same, ‘‘ for the redemption of specie and 
other certificates, and discharging the arrears due to the army,” excepting from such entry or survey a certain 
tract, bounded and described in the said act, reserved for the Indians, and certain other tracts reserved for special 
purposes. 

hat, in pursuance of the provisions of this act, and of an act passed in June, 1784, amending the same, various 
entries and surveys were made of the lands in question. It further appears that, on the 17th May, 1783, an act of 
the Legislature was passed; whereby, after stating that ** holding treaties and appointing agents to keep up a friend- 
ly intercourse with the Cherokee Indians might prevent future wars and save expense of blood and treasure,” pro- 
vision was made for holding a treaty with the Indians, and providing for the expense of such treaty with the Indians, 
and of presents to be given to the Indians, in consideration of lands by them to be ceded to the State; but it does 
not appear that any such treaty was holden. 

On the 28th May, 1785, the United States made the treaty of Hopewell with the Cherokees, and established a 
line between the United States and said tribe, excluding a large portion of the lands, which had been entered and 
surveyed by virtue of the said acts of the Legislature of North Carolina, at which treaty the agent of North Caro- 
lina attended and protested against it, as intrenching upon the rights of that State; but it does not appear to your 
committee that said treaty was ever ratified by the United States. 
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On the 21st November, 1789, North Carolina acceded to the Constitution of the United States, and on the 22d 
December following, passed an act ceding to the United States all her Western territory, including all the said 
lands; in which cession it is made a condition, ‘* that all entries made by, or grants made to all and every person 
or persons whatsoever, agreeably to law, and within the limits thereby intended to be ceded to the United States, 
should have the same force and effect as if such cession had not been made; and that all and every right of occu- 

ney and pre-emption, and every other right reserved by any act or acts, to persons settled in, and occupying 
ands within the limits of the lands hereby intended to be ceded as aforesaid, shall continue to be in full force, in 
the same manner as if the cession had not been made, and as conditions <i which the said lands are ceded to the 
United States;”’ which cession was by an act of Congress passed April 2d, 1790, accepted. 

On the 2d July, 1791, the treaty of Holston was made with the Cherokee tribe of Indians, in which the present 
boundary line between the United States and the said Indian tribes was established, and all the lands lying beyond 
the said line secured thereby to the said tribe; whereby a considerable portion of the lands, entered and surveyed 
by — of the said acts, and intended to have been secured to the proprietors by the said deed of cession, is ex- 
cluded. 

The committee further report, that, at the first session of the sixth Congress, the petition of persons claiming 
under the State of North Carolina, lands situated as those of the present petitioners, was referred to a committee, 
who reported the facts nearly as they now appear to your committee, and recommended that a sum should be appro- 
priated to enable the President to extinguish, by treaty, the title of the Indians to the lands, the titles whereto were 
specially reserved and secured by the condition of the deed of cession, herein before recited; which report was ac- 
cepted, and an act thereupon passed, entitled, ** An act to appropriate a certain sum of money, todefray the expense 
of holding a treaty or treaties with the Indians;” whereby, a sum not exceeding fifteen thousand dollars was appro- 

riated to defray the expense of such treaty, as_ the President of the United States should deem it expedient, to 
hold with the Indians south of the river Ohio. 

That, at the last session of Congress, the subject matter of said petition was again referred to a committee, who 
reported, that, having received information that measures had been taken by the Executive, preparatory to holding 
a treaty under the act before recited, they were of opinion that adequate relief would be xtaded to the petition- 
ers by the measures proposed by this House, at the first session of the sixth Congress; and that they were, therefore, 
of opinion, it was unnecessary to adopt any new regulations on the subject, until the result of those already pro- 
posed should be known. 

Your committee further report, that it appears from the communication of the Executive to the present Congress, 
that measures have been taken for carrying into effect the act herein before cited, and a treaty has been holden with 
the said Indians, which failed in effecting the measure contemplated, of extinguishing the Indian title to said lands; 
nor does there appear from said communication, any ground to hope that any lands can be obtained from said In- 


dians by treaty. : ee ae 
From these circumstances, your committee are of opinion that measures ought to be taken for relieving the pe- 


titioners; and recommend the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law, authorizing and enabling all persons who, under the laws of 
North Carolina, pod in conformity to the regulations and provision thereof, have entered, surveyed, located, or ob- 
tained grants of any of the lands ceded by said State to the United States, in such manner as would have vested 
a good title under the said State of North Carolina, if such cession had not been made, to receive from the United 
States a compensation. ; ; 

Resolved, That commissioners ought to be appointed to ascertain the quantity of lands ceded to the United 
States by the State of North Carolina, for which such compensation ought to be made. 
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INSTRUCTIONS TO LAND OFFICERS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 6, 1802, 


Treasury DeparTMENT, 5th April, 1802, 


The Secrerary oF THE TREAsuRY, to whom was referred Arthur Morrison’s petition, respectfully reports: 


That the petitioner having previously paid, according to law, to the Receiver of Public Moneys at Steubenville, 
sixty-four dollars as deposite, and six dollars for surveying expenses, did, on the 26th day of October, 1801, apply 
to the Register of the Land Office, at the same place, for the purchase of section four, in township No. 8, of range 
No. 5, containing six hundred and forty acres; that, on the 4th day of December following, being within forty days 
after the date of his application, he paid to the above mentioned Receiver, the sum of two hundred and fifty-six dol- 
lars, which, with the preceding payment of sixty-four dollars, was in full of the first instalment of the purchase 
money of the said section; that he did not produce the receipt for such payment to the Register aforesaid within 
three months after the date of his application; but that he produced the same on or before the 9th day of February 
last, that is to say, within fourteen days after the expiration of the said three months, 

The fifth section of the act of May the 10th, 1800, provides that every purchaser of public lands shall, at the 
time of purchase, depcsite one twentieth part of the purchase money, to be forfeited if, within forty days, one-fourth 
part of the purchase money, including the said twentieth part, is not paid. Under that section, the petitioner has 
not incurred any forfeiture. 

The seventh section of the same act provides that the Register of the Land Office shall, three months after the 

date of each application, if the party shall not have, within that time, produced to him a receipt of the payment of 
one-fourth part of the purchase money, including the twentieth part above mentioned, enter under its proper date 
in the book of entries that the payment has not been made, and that the land has reverted to the United States 
The petitioner did not produce the receipt within three months, and the entry, stating that the land had reverted to 
the United States, has accordingly been made by the Register. 
As neither this nor the other section of the act contemplates the forfeiture of any other part of the purchase money 
than the deposite of one-twentieth part, the Receiver at Steubenville will be instructed to reimburse to the petitioner 
the sum of two hundred and fifty-six dollars, being the amount of his second payment, unless the land for which he 
had applied shall not have been applied for by any other person; in which case, the Register of the Land Office may, 
in the opinion of the Secretary, permit the petitioner to re-enter the said land, and accept, as proper evidence of 
payment therefor, the receipts of the Receiver of public moneys heretofore produced by him. 

No doubt is entertained that the instruction to the Receiver will ueoerd with the most rigid construction which 


can be put on the law. It is believed that the decision, included _in the instruction contemplated for the Register, 
is not inconsistent with the provision of the seventh section. The object of that provision is only to ensure the 
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accountability of the Receivers, by causing to be entered with the I.egisters, an account of all moneys received by 
those Receivers, but not to affect the purchasers otherwise’ than by laying the land open to new applicants, if the 
former ones shall neglect to enter the receipts with the Register. Under a liberal construction of the law, which 
appears to be consistent with sound policy, the United States should not derive from that neglect any advantage to 
_—— provided that the payment has actually been made, and that the rights of other individuals shall not be 
affected. 

If, however, any other person shall, in this instance, have applied for the land, it does not appear to be consistent 
with the law, nor eligible on general principles, to reimburse to the petitioner the sixty-four icles paid as deposite; 
inasmuch as the admission of such a principle might enable purchasers, without any risk to themselves, to withdraw 
or vary their applications. ; : 

In order to prevent hereafter similar inconveniences, which have a tendency to impede the sales of public lands, 
instructions are preparing for the land officers generally, by which the Receivers will be directed to deliver, once 
every month, to the Registers, transcripts of the receipts issued by them for purchase money, and the Registers to 
consider the Receivers, in that respect, as agents of the parties, and to act upon those transcripts as if the original 
receipts had been produced by the purchasers themselves. ; Me 

pon a due consideration of the petition referred to the Secretary, he is of opinion that all the relief which ought 
to be afforded may be given without any legislative interference. | 
All which is most respectfully submitted by 
‘ . ALBERT GALLATIN. 
The Honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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GEORGIA CESSION. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, APRIL 26, 1802. 


Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives: 


In pursuance of the act, entitled ‘*An act supplemental to the act, entitled An act for an amicable settlement 
of the limits with the State of Georgia, and authorizing the establishment of a Government in the Mississippi terri- 
tory,” James Madison, Secretary of State, Albert Gallatin, Secretary of the Treasury, and Levi Lincoln, Attorney 
General of the United States, were appointed commissioners to settle, by compromise, with the commissioners ap- 
pointed by the State of Georgia, the claims and cession to which the said act has relation. 

Articles of agreement and cession have accordingly been entered into, and signed by the said commissioners of 
the United States and of Georgia; which, as they leave a right to Congress to act upon them legislatively at any 
time within six months after their date, I have thought it my duty immediately to communicate to the Legislature. 


TH: JEFFERSON. 
APRIL 26, 1802. 


City or WasuinoTon, 4pril 26, 1802. 
Sir: 

We have the honor to enclose a copy of an agreement entered into between the commissioners of the Unitec: 
States and those of Georgia, in pursuance of the act, entitled ‘* An act supplemental to the act, entitled An ac- 
for an amicable settlement of limits with the State of Georgia, and authorizing the establishment of a Governmen: 
in the Mississippi territory.” 

The nature and importance of the transaction have induced the insertion of a clause which renders it necessary 
that the subject should be communicated to Congress, during their present session. 


We have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servants, 


JAMES MADISON, 
ALBERT GALLATIN, 
LEVI LINCOLN. 

The Presipent of the United States. 


Articles of agreement and cession, entered into on the twenty-fourth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
two, between the commissioners appointed on the part of the United States, by virtue of an act, entitled *‘ An 
act for an amicable settlement of limits with the State of Georgia, and authorizing the establishment of a Govern- 
ment in the Mississippi territory”? and of the act supplemental to the last mentioned act, on the one part, and 
the commissioners appointed on the part of the State of Georgia, by virtue of an act, entitled “* An act to carry 
the twenty-third section of the first article of the constitution into effect,” and of the act to amend the last men- 
tioned act, on the other part. 


Articte I. The State of Georgia cedes to the United States all the right, title, and claim, which the said State 
has to the jurisdiction and soil of the lands situated within the boundaries of the United States, south of the State of 
Tennessee, and west of a line, beginning on the western bank of the Chattahoochee river, where the same crosses 
the boundary line between the United States and Spain; running thence up the said river Chattahoochee, and along 
the western bank thereof, to the great bend thereof, next above the place where a certain creek or river, called 
** Uchee,” (being the first considerable stream on the western side, above the Cussetas and Coweta towns) empties 
into the said Chattahoochee river; thence, in a direct line, to Nickajack, on the Tennessee rivers then crossing the 
said last mentioned river; and thence, running up the said ‘Tennessee river, and along the western bank thereof, to 
= southern boundary line of the State of Tennessee; upon the following express conditions, and subject thereto; 
that is to say: 

First, That out of the first net proceeds of the sales of the lands thus ceded, which net proceeds shall be esti- 
mated by deducting, from the gross amount of sales, the expenses incurred in surveying, and incident to the 
sale, the United States shall pay, at their treasury, one million two hundred and fifty thousand dollars to the State 
of Georgia, as a consideration for the expenses incurred by the said State, in relation to the said territory; and that, 
for the better securing as prompt a payment of the said sum as is practicable, a land office, for the disposition of the 
vacant lands thus ceded, to which the Indian title has been, or may hereafter be extinguished, shall be opened with- 
: n . ices, after the assent of the State of Georgia to this agreement, as hereafter stated, shal! have been 

eclared. 
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Secondly, That all persons who, on the twenty-seventh day of October, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
five, were actual settlers within the territory thus ceded, shall be confirmed in all the grants legally and fully exe- 
cuted prior to that day, by the former British Government of West Florida, or by the Government of Spain, and in 
the claims which may be derived from any actual survey or settlement made under the act of the State of Georgia, 
entitled * An act for laying out a district of Jand, situate on the river Mississippi, and within the bounds of this 
a ad a county, to be called Bourbon,” passed the seventh day of February, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-live. 

¥: Thirdly, That all the lands ceded by this agreement to the United States shall, after satisfying the above men- 
tioned payment of one million two hundred and fifty thousand dollars to the State of Georgia, and the grants 
recognized by the preceding condition, be considered as a common fund, for the use and benefit of the United States, 
Georgia included, arid shall_be faithfully disposed of for that purpose, and for no other use or purpose whatever: 
provided, however, that the United States, for the period, and until the end of one year after the assent of Georgia 
to the boundary established by this agreement shall have been declared, may, in such manner as not to interfere 
with the abovementioned payment to the State of Georgia, nor with the grants hereinbefore recognized, dispose of 
or appropriate a proportion of the said lands, not exceeding five millions of acres, or the proceeds of the said five 
millions of acres, or of any part thereof, for the purpose of satisfying, quieting, or compensating, for any claims other 
than those hereinbefore recognized, which may be made to the said lands, or to any part thereof. It being fully un- 
derstoed that, if an act of Congress !making such disposition or appropriation shall not be passed into a law within 
the abovementioned period of one year, the United States shall not be at liberty thereafter to cede any part of the 
said lands on account of claims which may be Jaid to the same, other than those recognized by the preceding condi- 
tion, nor to compensate for the same; and in case of any such cession or compensation, the present cession of Geor- 
gia to the right of soil over the Jands thus ceded or compensated for shall be considered as null and void, and the 
Jands thus ceded or compensated for shall revert to the State of Georgia. 

Fourthly, That the United States shall, at their own expense, extinguish, for the use of Georgia, as early as the 
same can be peaceably obtained, on reasonable terms, the Indian title to the country of Talassee, to the lands left out 
by the line drawn with the Creeks, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, which had been pre- 
viously granted by the State of Georgia, both which tracts had formally been yielded by the Indians; and to the 
lands within the forks of Oconee and Ocmulgee rivers; for which several objects the President of the United States 
has directed that a treaty should be immediately held with the Creeks; and that the United States shall, in the same 
manner, also extinguish the Indian title to all the other lands within the State of Georgia. 

Fifthly, That the territory thus ceded shall form a State, and be admitted as such into the Union, as soon as it 
shal! contain sixty thousand free inhabitants, or at an earlier period, if Congress shall think it expedient, on the same 
conditions and resirictions, with the same privileges, and in the same manner, as is provided in the ordinance of 
Congress of the thirteenth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, for the Government of the 
Western territory of the United States; which ordinartce shall, in all its parts, extend to the territory contained in 
the present act of cession, that article only excepted which forbids slavery. 

Art. II. The United States accept the cession above mentioned, and on the conditions therein expressed: and 
they cede to the State of Georgia whatever claim, right, or title, they may have to the jurisdiction or soil of any 
lands lying within the United States, and out of the proper boundaries of any other State, and situated south of the 
southern boundaries of the States of Tennessee, North Carolina, and South Carolina, and east of the boundary line 
hereinabove described, as the eastern boundary of the territory ceded by Georgia to the United States. 

Art. III. The present act of cession and agreement shall he in full force as soon as the Legislature of Georgia 
shall have given its assent to the boundaries of this cession: provided, that the said asseint shall be given within six 
months after the date of these presents; and provided, that Congress shall not, during the same period of six months, 
repeal so much of any former law as authorizes this agreement, and renders it binding and conclusive on the United 
States: but if either the assent of Georgia shall not be thus given, or if the law of the United States shall be thus re- 
pealed, within the said period of six months, then, and in either case, these presents shall become null and void. 


In faith whereof the respective commissioners have signed these presents, and affixed hereunto their seals. 
Done at the city of Washington, in the District of Columbia, this twenty-fourth day of April, one thou- 


sand eight hundred and two. 
JAMES MADISON, [L. s.] 
ALBERT GALLATIN, [. s.] 
LEVI LINCOLN, [L. s.] 


Commissioners on the part of the United States. 


JAMES JACKSON, [L. s.] 

ABRAH. BALDWIN, Iz. s.] 

JOHN MILLEDGE, [u. s.] 
Commissioners on the part of the State of Georgia. 


J. Franxxiin, Senaior of the United States for North Carolina, 2 n 
Samumy A. Oris, Secretary of the Senate of the United States, Witnesses. 
Joun Becxiey, Clerk of the House of Representatives of the United States. 5 
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CONTRACT WITH JOHN CLEVES SYMMES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, APRIL 29, 1802. 


Mr. Ocpen, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of John Cleves Symmes, Esq. made the following 
report: 


1. That, in the year 1788, the petitioner entered into a contract with the United States, upon a fair considera- 
tion, for the purchase of one million of acres of land in the Northwestern territory. 

2. That, in consequence of such contract, the petitioner made a settlement upon the tract, and sold many parcels 
thereof to adven‘ rers, who went together with him into that new country, and located themselves there. 

3. That, in the year 1794, the petitioner obtained a patent, under the authority of a law, which enabled the 
President of the United States to make the same, for such proportion of the one million of acres which had, at that 
time, been paid for, pursuant to the said contract, amounting to three hundred and eleven thousand six hundred and 


_ eighty-two acres of the said million of acres of land. 


4, That the ee after the said in part fulfilment of the contract, on the side of both the parties to the 
same, proceeded to make sales, (as he before had done, in respect to the lands for which he had lately received the 


patent, as above mentioned) in the residue of the one million of acres, expecting to make the title when he should 
receive his patent therefor agreeably to his contract, as he had before practised. 
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5. That no authority has been given, by law, or otherwise, that can be found by your committee, whereby the 
said contract can be carried into execution, on behalf of the United States, upon the payment of the sums further 
stipulated to be paid by the petitioner, agreeably to his contract, whereby he is entitled toa patent upon payment of 
suchstipulated sums, which payments the petitioner avers he always has been, and still is, ready to pay and perform, 
as thereunto required by his contract. 

6. That your committee, from the papers and documents laid before them by the petitioner, or from the state- 
ment which he has made, do not perceive that the petitioner has done any one act, or omitted to do any act, where- 
by he has forfeited any right to the full benefit of his contract before stated. 

7¢ That no authority exists, by law, enabling any person to carry into execution the said contract on behalf of the 
United States; but, on the contrary, that two laws have been passed, predicated upon the idea that the obligation of 
the United States, under the said contract, has ceased and determined; under the operation of which laws, the said 

etitioner states, and your committee believe, that the said petitioner 1s suffering very great hardships, tending to 
the utter destruction and total waste of his whole property. 

. Your committee, the premises considered, beg leave to recommend the adoption of the resolution accompany- 
ing this report: 

"eaelesd, That the President of the United States be requested to direct the Attorney General to examine into 
the contract entered into between the United States and John Cleves Symmes, Esq., and others, bearing date on the 
15th October, 1788, and all the contracts and laws relative thereto, and all the transactions which may legally or 
equitably effect the same, as far as they may come to his knowledge ,and to make a report of the same to the Senate, 
at their next session, together with his opinion, whether the said John Cleves Symmes has any claims, and what, 
upon the United States, in virtue of the said contract, or any other contract or law predicated upon the same: and 
that the further consideration of the petition of said John Cleves Syaimes, Esq., of and concerning the premises, be 
postponed to the first day of the next session of Congress. 





7th Coneress. ] No. 71. [2d Session. 








BOUNTY LAND WARRANT. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 12, 1803, 


Mr. Joun Corron Situ, from the committee of claims, to whom was referred the petition of Samuei Frazer, made 
the following report: 


The petitioner states that he was justly entitled to bounty Jand for his services as a private soldier during the 
revolutionary wars and that the warrant was issued the 24th January, 1792, to one William Thomas, to whom, the 
petitioner says, he had given no authority whatever for that purpose. 

Cases of this kind are not susceptible of satisfactory proof; warrants have doubtless issued, in many instances, on 
forged powers of attorney; but the impossibility of ascertaining whether the party originally entitled to the land 
may not have beenaccessory to the fraud, has hitherto been deemed by Congress a sufficient reason for refusing their 
interposition. And when it is further considered that the application for land warrants by attorney is an accommo- 
dation to the individual merely, and not to the public, it cannot be thouglit unreasonable that the party injured by a 
false power should be left to his remedy at law against the person by whom he has been thus defrauded. 

Your committee are of opinion that the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted. 
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CONTRACT WITH JOHN CLEVES SYMMES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, JANUARY 28, 1803. 


Wasuincton, January 26, 1803, 
Sir: 
I have the honor to transmit herewith a report, the result of an examination of the contract between the 
United States and John Cleves Symmes, bearing date October 15th, 1788, as altered September 30th, 1794, to- 
gether with such other documents as I could obtain, having a legal or an equitable relation to the subject. 
I am, most respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
LEVi LINCOLN. 


The Preswent of the Senate of the United States. 


To the Senate of the United States: 

In obedience to their resolution of the thirtieth of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
two, the Attorney General of the United States, having made the examinations therein required, respectfully 
submnits the following report: 


Of the various and numerous transactions respecting the sale, or the contracts for the Miami lands, with John 
Cleves Symmes, those hereafter particularly referred to are alone, under existing circumstances, considered as. 
affecting the question. From his original applications to Congress, their resolutions, and his subsequent communi- 
cations to the Board of Commissioners, previous to the making of the contract of the 15th of October, 1788, ncthing 
can be collected materially affecting, at the present time, the legal or equitable view of his case. 

By this contract, of the above date, it was agreed that there should be granted to John Cleves Symmes, and his 
associates, a tract of land, situa: in the Western country, bounded westwardly, by the Great Miami; southwardly, by 
the Ohio; eastwardly, by a line beginning on the Ohio, at a spot twenty miles distant, and above the mouth of the 
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Great Miami, and extending from the said spot, in a course parallel with the general course of the Great Miami, 
so as to include one million of acres; (with a reservation of five lots out of each township) and that the United States 
should cause the said tract to be surveyed, the boundary lines to be plainly marked, and a plat thereof to be returned 
to the Board of Treasury, and a counterpart of the same, to John Cleves Symmes. 

By the same contract. it was further agreed that the said Symmes should pay at the rate of two-thirds of a dollar 
per acre (an allowance of one-third of a dollar being made from the sum of one dollar per acre, for bad lands and 
incidental ve: for the land contained in the said tract, after deducting the lots to be reserved. And eighty- 
two thousand one hundred and ninety-eight dollars." being then acknowledged to have been previously paid, (one: 
seventh in military rights, and the residue in public securities) that he should pay the remainder in the folloWin 
manner, viz: eighty-two thousand one hundred and ninety-eight dollars, within one month after the said plat shal 
have been delivered, and the lines and boundaries of the said tract ascertained, as aforesaid; and the residue in six 
equai payments; one of which, to be made at the expiration of every six months after the payment as aforesaid; the 
same to be made in gold or silver, or securities of the United States, or, instead thereof, to the amount of one-seventh 
part of the same, in rights, for bounty lands, by rendering the same acre for acre. It was further agreed by the 
same contract, that the said Symmes should, within seven years after the delivery of the said plat, as aforesaid, sub- 
divide the whole of the said tract into townships and lots; should also have a right to take the immediate possession 
of one hundred and twenty-three thousand two hundred and ninety-seven acres, a part of the same land, and bound- 
ed on the Ohio river; and upon his making the said popes of the eighty-two thousand one hundred and _ ninety- 
eight dollars, within one month after the delivery of the said plat, he should receive a conveyance, in fee simple, for 
two hundred and forty-six thousand five hundred and ninety-four acres, part of the said tract; and upon every 
remaining payment a similar conveyance for a further proportional part of the said tract. It was also further pro- 
vided, by the same contract, that the said Symmes, on or before the return of the said survey, should execute 
and deposite at the Treasury of the United States, such a power of attorney, as, by counsel, should be judged ade- 
quate to the authorizing the parties to the second part of the said’ agreement for their entering into the same; and, 
in case of his failure, the whole of the said contract should cease, so far.as it respected the said Symmes, and be 
transferred to the parties of the second part, and that they should be entitled to all the benefits of the covenants 
therein contained, which the said Symmes would otherwise have been entitled to, and have the same plat made for 
them which, by said contract, was to have been made for him. April 11th, 1792, the abovementioned contract 
remaining in full force, there having been no failure by either party, neither having lost the right of exacting its per- 
formance, John Cleves Symmes, by his agent, and one of his associates, represented to Congress, that, from the 
advanced price of certificates had resulted an impossibility of a strict fulfilment of the contract, and for various. 
reasons, on insisting on a strict fulfilment of the original terms of the contract, would have occasioned the dispersion 
of all, and the ruin of most of the settlers, and therefore prayed for indulgencies, and a grant of so much of the land 
as should be equal to the payments which had been made. Accordingly, the next day, April 12, Congress passed an 
act authorizing the President, at the request of said Symmes, or his agent, to alter the contract above mentioned, 
for the sale of one million of acres, in such a manner that‘ the said tract should extend from the mouth of the Great 
to the mouth of the Little Miami, and be bounded by the river Ohio on the south; by the Great Miami on the west; 
by the’ Little Miami on the east; and by a parallel of latitude on the north; extending from the Great Miami to the 
Little Miami, so as to comprehend the proposed quantity of one million of acres; provided, that the northern limits 
of the said tract should not interfere with the boundary line established by the treaty at Fort Harmar, between the 
United States and the Indians. 

May the 5th, 1792, Congress passed an act authorizing the President to grant, in fee simple, to Symmes and his 
associates, as much land as the payments made by them, under their contract, would amount to,”estimating the land 
at two-thirds of a dollar per acre; and one other tract of one hundred and six thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven 
acres; provided, the said Symmes should pay, within six months, warrants which issued for army bounty rights 
on for that purpose, according to the provisions of the resolves of Congress of the 23d of July and the 2d of 
October, 1787. 

Mr. Israel Ludlow, who had been employed by the Government to survey the tract contained within said Symmes’s 
contract, by his letter of the 10th of July, 1793, informed the Secretary, that he had carried into effect, as far 
as practicable, his instructions, having completed the survey of the tract contained between the two Miami rivers 
extending as far northwestwardly as the head of the Little Miami; and had found that little more than five hundred 
thousand acres were included therein. 

By the plat of the survey, returned to the Treasury Department, bearing date the 10th of January, 1794, and 
certified by Mr. Ludlow, it appears that the tract, with its northern boundary, by a parallel of latitude run from the 
Great Miami to the head of the Little Miami, contained five hundred and forty-three thousand nine hundred and 
fifty acres. 

Mr. Ludlow, in the winter of 1797, on an examination before a committee of the House of Representatives, to 
whom was re-committed a report of the Attorney General relative to the contract between the United States and 
the said Symmes, together with documents accompanying the same, stated to the said committee, that, soon after 
the survey had been completed, he gave Judge Symmes information of its contents, and that afterwards, in the 
same year, when the survey was returned to the Treasury Department, gave to him a copy for his own private uses; 
and that he thinks this was done after he, Ludlow, returned to the Western country, and before Judge Symmes 
went to Philadelphia to obtain his patent. 

On the 29th of September, one thousand seven hundred and ninety -four, Judge Symmes, having on the 8th of 
June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, consented by /eéfer, formally, by deed, requested the President 
to alter the contract in the manner proposed by the act of Congress of the 12th of April, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-two, so as to include onxy the tract mentioned in the same act, and bounded and described as was 
therein expressed; and by the same deed released to the United States, for himself, and, as the instrument purports, 
for his associates, all right and claim whatever, in and to so much of the land as was contained within the bounds 
and descriptions of the said contract, and not contained, or meant to be contained, within the limits of the above- 
mentioned act of the 12th of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two. 

Qn the 30th of September, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, the President, by his letters patent, 
consented to and made the alteration; and on the same day, in conformity to the act of the 5th of May, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-two, granted to the said Symmes and his associates all the tract of land bounded on the 
south by the river Ohio, on the west by the Great Miami, on the east by the Little Miami, so as to comprehend three 
hundred and eleven thousand six hundred and eighty-two acres, reserving five lots out of each township contained 
in the said contract; and further declaring that one complete township of six miles square, to be located in the centre 
of the tract thus granted, was granted, and should be holden in trust for the sole purpose of erecting an academy, 
and endowing the same; the said parallel of latitude forming the boundary of the tract thus granted, to be run within 
five years by the said Symmes, from certain points, which shall have been ascertained by Israel Ludlow, on the two 
Miamies, according to the survey returned to the Treasury Department on the 24th of March, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-four. ; 

In the abovementioned application of Judge Symmes to the President for the alteration of his contract, he re- 
quests that it might be so altered as to be subject to the same conditions, limitations, and reservations, as were ex- 
pressed in the original contract and the act of Congress. Accordingly, the said patent of the 30th of September, 
after reciting the first mentioned contract substantially, and the application for its alteration, together with the law 
authorizing such alteration, it expressly provides that the land to be granted to John Cleves Symmes be on the same 
terms and conditions as in and by the first contracts were stipulated; and that it should extend from the mouth of 
the Great Miami to the mouth of the Little Miami, and be boas by the river Ohio on the south, by the Great 
Miami on the west, by the Little Miami on the east, by a parallel of latitude on the north, extending from the Great 
Miami to the Little Miami; so as to comprehend one million of acres. ; me 

What were or ought to have,been the respective effects, rights, and duties, resulting from the several transac- 
tions and the provisions of the acts and contracts contained in the preceding statement, are necessary to be considered. 
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The original contract of the 15th of October, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, contains provisions, 
some of which are mutual and independent; others dependent in reference to one of the parties. By this contract, 
the following articles or particulars were covenanted to be done: 

ist. The United States were to cause, as soon as could be, a survey of the land, consisting of one million of 
acres, its lines marked, and a plat thereof returned to the Treasury Office. 

_ 2d. ‘To cause a counterpart of the same map to be delivered to said Symmes, on condition of his having depo- 
sited with the Treasurer a power of attorney, as before described, on or before the said return should be made. 

_ 3d. On Symmes completing the stipulated payment within one month from the delivery of the said plat, as 
aforesaid, in gold, silver, or public securities, at the rate of two-thirds of a dollar per acre, or in military rights 
equal to one-seventh part, acre for acre, the United States were to convey to him to the amount of such payment. 

4th. On every after payment which should be made by the said Symmes, in conformity to the covenants, the 
United States were to make a similar conveyance of such a further proportion of the land as each payment 
should amount to, until the whole should be conveyed. 

5th. The United States were to permit Judge Symmes to take the immediate possession of one hundred and 
twenty-three thousand two hundred and ninety-seven acres of the land, it being a quantity equal to the payment 
which had been made. 

6th. Symmes was to pay, in manner as expressed in the third article, eighty-two thousand one hundred and nine- 
ty-eight dollars, within one month after the said plat should be returned, and one-sixth part of the residue at the 
expiration of every six months afterwards, until the whole should be paid. ; 

_ 7th. Judge Symmes was, within seven years from the delivery of the said plat, to have subdivided the said land 
into townships and lots, and to cause the same to be returned to the Board of Treasury, or to some person au- 
thorized to receive the same. 

8th. And lastly, by the aforesaid patent in fee, Symmes was to have located, with the approbation of the Governor 
of the territories, within five years from the date of the same, one township six miles square, and as near the centre 
of the granted land as could be, for the use of the academy and schools. 

The design of the parties, and the equitable object and operation of the alteration patent, appear to be merely to 
substitute the tract of land described therein, for that which was contained in the first contract; and this being done 
by altering the same so far as it respected boundaries only, and such incidents or particulars as were necessarily 
connected with or involved in that alteration, they both may be considered as now forming one entire contract; or 
the first as having the land described in the last, as its subject matter; or the last, which in effect will be the same 
thing, as adopting the covenants and provisions contained in the first, in respect to the rights or the duties created 
thereby in reference to the parties. In either alternative, from the nature of such a contract, and the character of 
the parties, as government and citizens, it ought to be subject to a construction on equitable considerations, rather 
than by rigid legal principles. It: viewing the subject, in reference to the first and second articles, it is conceived 
that the United States are chargeable with no omissions which Judge Symmes can or ought to avail himself of. 
Before the arrival of the time in which the United States, by the terms of their original agreement, were obliged to 
survey, mark the lines, and return the plat of the million of acres, and the counterplat, he, by his agent, had in- 
formed the United States of the impossibility of that strict performance on his part, on which alone they would 
have been held to have executed the contract on their parts Symmes, by his letter of the 8th of June, 1793, closed 
the agreement for the alteration of bounds. This contract, as it destroyed the reason for having the plan stipulated 
by the first agreement, released the United States from the obligation to make it. 

By this new contract, which was consummated on the said 29th and 30th of September, Symmes, from the reason 
of the thing, was released from being liable to forfeit his contract, on his failing to deposite a power as aforesaid, the 
necessity of it being entirely superseded. ‘Io the purpose of deciding on the other articles, it is necessary to con- 
sider the effect of the alteration of the contract in reference to the quantity of land contained therein, a plan thereof, 
its return to the Treasury Office, and a counterpart to Symmes, in conformity to the intent and spirit of the original 
agreement. By the alteration patent, all the covenants, provisos, and conditions contained in the first contract, 
were to be preserved, applied, and be operative in the altered contract which could be applicable to the subject 
matter, and no further changed than that was changed. 

By the altered contract of September, 1794, and the adopted or preserved covenants, Government were obliged 
to cause a plan of the land meant to have been conveyed, and its counterpart to be placed in the stipulated situation, 
or they were not. If not, then not one of the covenants for the payments could have had any force, although on these 
payments alone the land was to have been conveyed. This construction would have destroyed the contract altoge- 
ther. If the United States were thus obliged, then Symmes was entitled to the land contracted for only on his ma- 
king those payments, which were the precedent conditions, on the performance of which alone Government were 
held to make the conveyance to him. 

The plan, or its counterpart, which was to be placed in the Treasury Office, and in Symmes’s hands, respectively, 
upon which he was to have regulated his payments, was one of the lands described by the altered contract. It is de- 
scribed by its quantity, courses, lines, and monuments; that is, as bounded by the rivers Ohio, Great and Little Mia- 
mies, and northwardly by a paraliel of latitude extending from the Great Miami to the Little Miami, and so as to in- 
clude one million of acres. The quantity of acres, mentioned so far as it respects that contract of the tract, or its 
description, which is inconsistent with the lines and monuments expressly stated, might, it is conceived, on settled 
principles, be so construed and so controlled by these lines and monuments, as to include that land alone which is 
contained within their limits. As weil might the southerly and westerly boundaries be departed from, as the 
easterly and northerly be passed over, for the purpose of covering the million of acres; the latter being as clearly 
fixed by the contract, and in nature, as the formers; the legal effect of the contract, as altered on the 30th of Sep- 
tember, in reference to the quantity and situation of the land, confining it to what was within the three rivers and the 
most northwardly parallel of latitude, extending from the one Miami to the other. It is certain that Symmes could 
not have been compelled to have paid for land not included within these limits, or the United States to convey it. 
And the presumption is, or ought to be, that neither party contemplated such a conveyance. However difficult it 
may be to account for Government’s, or for Symmes’s supposing there were a million of acres within these boundaries, 
or for their actually executing a contract for a million of acres by these bounds, eight months after the former had 
been furnished with a plan, and the /aéfer had at least been informed that it contained but little more than half that 
quantity, it is obvious that the above construction, in principle, for some time after the contract was made, would 
have been considered as beneficial to the purchaser, as in practice it was made still moreso. [n principle, the con- 
structive and, legal contract was more valuable to the purchaser than the supposed one would have been, as he was 
to pay by theacre, and the lands between, adjoining, and in the neighborhood of those rivers, were better, and their 
average value much greater, than similar quantities northwardly of them. A one 

This is apparent, not only from their relative situations, but from the purchaser’s great and continued solicitude to 
locate on the first, in preference to the last situations. A construction, which would have given to the purchaser a 
better bargain than was intended, can have furnished him with no grounds of complaint. bE NI 

Nor is it perceived that there has been any injury, infact, to the purchaser, but the reverse from his being limit- 
ed by the most northwardly waters of the Little Miami, or from the error in supposing there were a million of 
acres contained within the boundaries of his contract, if a mistake is to be presumed, after the return and inspec- 
tion of a part of an actual survey. From this erroneous supposition, the purchaser or his associates deduced the right 
and had the advantage of paying almost two-sevenths of their contract, and above one-half of their actual payments 
in military warrants of one acre for an acre and a half of the supposed million, instead of one-seventh part of the 
actual payments. The increased proportion of warrant payments, and their excess in value, from estimating one 
military for an acre and a half of die supposed million, and above its average value, although they were great prac- 
tical advantages against the spirit of the contract, and at an expense or loss to the United States of more than thirty 
thousand doliars; yet, as they were settled by competent authority, and perhaps in balance of some equitable claims 
against the Government, they ought not to be unravelled against the purchaser. Judge Symmes states, what here- 
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ofore he repeatedly has done, that, from these advantages, he derived no personal advantage; it is certain he could 
no injury, and thus far, on the score of the contract or its execution, he had no cause of complaint. : 

It appears to be unnecessary to consider what effect the altering of the contract, by the first and third party to it, 
had on the second, or to their associates, who were not apparently consenting to such an alteration, as no materia 
question from this circumstance attaches itself to the present inquiry. It is, however, perfectly clear, as they were 
not to make the payments, and as Symmes alone had become responsible to the United States, and they to him, the 
counterpart of the plan was in no event to be delivered to them, and as they were released from the covenants con- 
tained in the first contract which were transferred to the last, that the alteration was for the benefit cf Symmes 
alone 

By the contract thus altered between the United States and Symmes, they were to cause to be placed in the 
‘freasury Office, a plan of the land to be conveyed, and to make the ;conveyances on his making the stipulated pay- 
ments, after the plan should be placed as had been agreed. The éimes, as respectively stated in the first contract, tor 
the several payments, were binding on the purchasers or there were none stated, and he would have had his whole 
life to have made his payments in, which has never been pretended. 

‘The question then is, has the month commenced, in a fair and equitable construction of the agreement, at the 
expiration of which Symmes was to have made his first payment; or, in other words, has a plan been taken and de- 
posited according to the agreement? And if so, when was it done? As, at the time of making the last contract, the 
survey had been made, and the plan thereby required actually in the office, the month must be considered as com- 
mencing, either at this time, or on Symmes’s having notice of its being thus placed, or on its counterpart being deliv- 
ered to him. If, at the time of altering the contract, Judge Symmes knew that the plan, in fact, was in the office, or 
afterwards had that notice, or was obliged to take notice at his peril, and the delivery of the counterpart was not 
parcel of the condition, on the performance of which the first payment was to have been made, then the month com- 
menced at the time of altering the contract, or on such notice being had. If the delivery of the counterpart formed 
a part of the condition, then the periods for the payments are to be determined by such adelivery, if such there has 
been; and, in either case, the payments not being made or offered, the contract may be considered as void, at the 
election of the United States. 

Considering the interest Symmes had in the Miami lands, in the survey, in its return, and his connexion 
and frequent opportunities for interviews with Ludlow after he had made the return, both before and after the exe- 
cution of the deed of alteration, the presumption of his knowing ,of its return at or about that time is very strong— 
is violent. Ludlow lived on this very land with Judge Symmes, went out with him, and was with him at Phila- 
delphia, when he was there for the very purpose of returning the plan. Although he was not instructed by the 
Treasury Department to deliver one to Symmes, the evidence of a presumptive kind is not equally strong of the 
actual delivery of the counterpart to Judge Symmes, and he denies that it ever was delivered. But Ludlow stated 
to the committee of 1797, as before related, that in the year in which he made his return, (being in 1794) having 
previousty informed Judge Symmes of the contents of the survey, he delivered to him a copy of the plan for his own 
private use. ‘This, if true, on a construction of the contract the most favorable to Judge Symmes, made it neces- 
sary for him to have made his payment, as stipulated, within one month from that time, and the other payments 
semi-annually, to have entitled himself to the benetit of his contract. The reasonings of Judge Symmes, in his 
various communications on the subject, admit, if he has been furnished with a plan according to the agreement, that 
he has forfeited his contract. Ludlow’s pian being sucha one, on the above construction of this contract, renders 
his testimony important; it is impossible for one, to whom he is a stranger, correctly to appreciate it. His being em- 
ployed by Government for such an important survey is a strong testimonial in favor of his capacity and integrity. 
And, if he is honest, his testimony, taken by a very respectable committee of the House of Representatives, about 
three years after the return was made, although not under oath, demands respect. A transaction so important, 
requiring so much and such nice attention, involving such varigus and important interest, and referring to parties 
and a contract with which he was perfectly acquainted, as the copying and delivering a plan of the Miami lands, 
could not have been so soon forgotten or confounded with any other transaction of a similar natures; especially as 
he considered his original plan to be in conformity to the act of April 12, 1792, which appears from his certificate on 
the same, and also probably knew. by the terms of the contract, a copy thereof was to be delivered to the purchaser. 

On the idea that the preceding statements and principles are correct, Government have been chargeable with no 
omissions in reference to their contract with Judge Symmes, it having been long since released from the obligation 
~o make the conveyances to him, as expressed in the above stated third and fourth particulars, and having permitted 
him to take the pessession, as provided for in the fifth. 

ft results that the neglect, constructively, legally, and in fact, by which Judge Symmes may have been injured, 
is chargeable on himself; originating, probably, from a different construction of the contract, at least so far as it 
respects the sixth and seventh articles. 

In reference to the eighth and last beforementioned particular, there appears to have been a total and indepen- 
dent failure on the part of the purchaser. He has neither located the township for the use of an academy and. 
schools, nor will his other dispositions admit of its being now done in the stipulated situation. He states that he 
has reserved a township near the mouth of the Great Miami, instead of one in the centre of his grant, for the use 
of these schools. 

But to a part or proportion of this township, it seems, there is a claim of a third person, which has been the foun- 
dation of a suit in chancery, now pending against Judge Symmes. Of the validity of this claim, or the event of the 
action, it is difficult to form, and improper to express, any opinion. 

One further circumstance requires attention. By the foregoing construction, Judge Symmes’s contract covered 
ail the lands between the said three rivers and a parallel of latitude extending from the most northwardly waters of 
the Little Miami, and, of course, a plan thus extended was the stipulated plan which should have been taken, 
returned, and its counterpart delivered tohim. The Little Miami,from its source, bends round southwardly, then 
northwardlys; so that a plan limited by a paraliel of Jatitude drawn from its head, not extending so far northwardly 
as one from its most northwardly bend, is net, in strictness, the plan of the land contracted for, but of a part of it. 
This being undoubtedly true, in fact, and making a difference of ten or fifteen thousand acres, had the exception 
have been originally taken, and the controversy placed on this point, it would have been a substantial one in favor 
of the purchaser. He ought not to have been abridged in his grant, or to have been bound by any mistake of the 
surveyor or of the opposite party. But the case is far otherwise. ‘The object was to make a complete plan of the 
land, as described within its northwardly bounds, limited by the most nortiwardly waters of the Little Miami. As 
such it was taken, returned, received, and in the office at the time of altering the contract; as such was Symmes 
informed of its contents, and its counterpart delivered to him by Ludlow: as such has it remained in the office, and 
with him, as a complete and correct map of the tract of land above described, to every purpose for which such a 
map could be considered as material has it been viewed by all parties; no exception appears to have been taken on 
account of this mistake, until since the last session of Congress; no one measure appears of either party to have been 
in the least influenced by its nor is it easy to perceive, from the ground ou which the respective parties have placed 
the controversy, that any possible injury has or could result therefrom. Every step of the concerned appears to 
have been taken on the idea of the plan’s including all the land between the Miamies and most northwardly parallel 
of latitude, from the waters of one of them; and their measures have, in fact, been precisely the same, and have had 
the same effect as they would have been and had, had the parallel been drawn from the most northwardly point. 
Symmes had no objections to the plan, from its not extending a little further; Government had not, to its being 
thus extended: about this there was no disagreements the difference was no object to either party; neither appear to 
have noticed it, or, if they did, to have been dissatisfied with it. Symmes claimed, in virtue of his contract, a plan 
extending toa — of latitude including a million of acres; he rejected Ludlow’s supposing it to extend to those 
most northward! waters, not because it did not so extend, but because it did not include the million of acres. And 
Government, view _Z the depositedand its counterpart as the stipulated ones, have rejected the Judge’s claims, not 
on the ground of a non-compliance on ifs part, but on his part, in his refusal to accept of any plan limited by these 
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waters, as reaching this northern boundary of his contract. Whether he was or was not confined to the most north- 
wardly part of the Little Miami, has been the only question. On this issue have the present demands, as matters 
of right, been always placed by Symmes and by Government. If the decision is against him, he can have no grounds 
for equitable or legal claims, under existing circumstances, as claims by contract. ‘The surveyor’s returning, the 
Government’s receiving, retaining, and refusing to take another, and Symmes not rejecting a plan having the 
parallel of latitude marked on it, are proofs that it was viewed by them as conforming to the contract, if ‘hat con- 
tract did not extend northwardly of the Little Miami; and if so, as such, now it ought to bind him. Every act and 
word of his touching a map declaring to Government that one extending a little further north than the one delivered 
would not have been preferable, or have been received as the one contracted for, superseded the equitable, and, it 
is believed, the legal necessity of producing suchaone. If so, the one taken and delivered by Ludlow, from its 
not having been objected to, on the principles of its stopping short of the most northwardly point of the Little Miami, 
and from its having been considered as correct, in reference to this northern boundary, ought now to be so considered. 

It is, from the preceding view taken of the subject, that Judge Symmes appears to -have no claims on the Govern- 
ment, founded on a legal right, or a particular equity growing out of a fair and reasonable construction of his con- 
tract. Ifhe has claims, they appear to rest on that voluntary justice and liberal and general equity, which Govern- 
ment or an individual will, or ought, always to extend, in a matter of a common concern, towards the unfortunate, 
whose acts inducing the misfortune, have been to them productive of particular benefits. Generally, the establish- 
ing a settlement in a large, new, and wilderness country, is attended with trouble, expense, hardships, and danger, 
to the first settlers, and with profit and various advantages to the proprietors of the country, by increasing its pupu- 
lation, the value and sale of their lands, and, as the case has been, the security of a frontier. On these grounds, the 
Judge is pathetic in the statement of his claims. ‘They are, at least, specious, and perhaps deserve the more atten- 
tion, as his disappointments and sufferings appear to have resulted, in part, from an opinion of the extent of his con- 
pom although differing from Government’s, yet at least colorable, and supported by some official reports on the 
subject. 

How far there are countervailing circumstances; how far there was a benefit to the purchaser, in exchanging the 
land described in the first contract for that contained in the second; what advantage he derived from the payment 
of military rights, one acre for one and a half, and to the full proportion of a million of acres; what from dumagie 
of the township near the centre of his grant, or from any other source, are submitted to the consideration of the 
honorable Senate. For this purpose, more and other knowledge than could be collected in the course of this inquiry 
would be necessary. 

The Attorney — has examined, with attention, all the papers and documents accompanying this case, with 
the communications which Judge Symmes, from time to time, has thought proper to make. He has unreservedly 
stated to him the principles of this report, and, submitting it to his inspection, heard, and considered his remarks - 
thereon, has, nevertheless, remained impressed with a belief of its —— correctness. 


All which is most respectfully submitted. 
LEVI LINCOLN. 
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COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 11, 1803. 


Mr. Joun Corron Smitu, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Bernard Glenn, made 
the followingreport: 


This is an application for a grant of land on the north side of the river Ohio, to satisfy a land warrant issued by 
the State of Virginia to the petitioner, as a lieutenant in the Virginia State establishment. The petitioner states that 
the lands appropriated by Virginia for this purpose are situated on Cumberland river, and are now within the limits 
of the State of Gentecky, whose Legislature have prohibited the location of any warrants within the same, issued 
by the authority of any other State. He also further represents to your committee, that, in the year 1791, the United 
States ceded to the Cherokees the land on Cumberland river, so appropriated by Virginia; that this cession, indepen- 
dent of the acts of the Legislature of Kentucky, would have effectually prevented the petitioner, and all others pos- 
sessing similar claims, from locating their warrants; and that, although in the Virginia reservation of land between 
the rivers Miami and Scioto, no provision was made for warrants of this description, yet that a sufficiency of land 
will remain in that tract to satisfy the warrants issued by Virginia to the troops on her State establishment, after the 
other objects of the reservation are fully answered. 

It is not easy to conceive in what manner the refusal of Kentucky to recognize the rights of grantees under Vir- 
ginia can constitute a claim on the General Government. If, by amicable adjustment between those two States, the 
rights ~— under Virginia cannot be secured, itis presumed that her regard to justice will ensure to the concerned 
an equivalent. 

Nor, in the view of your committee, does the treaty made with the Cherokee tribe of Indians, in 1791, materially 
affect the question. ‘That treaty merely defines the boundaries between the United States and the Cherokees, 
and only guaranties to that nation the enjoyment of what it was before the acknowledged proprietor. If, when 
the Indian title to the land on Cumberland river shall be extinguished, provision be made that the holders of mili- 
tary land warrants shall enjoy the benefit of the appropriation ‘heretofore made by Virginia, the General Govern- 
ment will then have shown as much attention to the present claim as, in the opinion of your committee, it is enti- 
tled to receive. ‘ 

Your committee are of opinion that the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted. 
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GEORGIA LAND CLAIMS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 16, 1803. 


The commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act, entitled ‘* An act for an amicable settlement of limits with the 
State of Georgia, and authorizing the establishment of a Government in the Mississippi territory,” in obedience 
to the provisions of the act, supplemental to the last mentioned act, respectfully submit the following report on 
the claims made by settlers, and other persons, to lands within the territory situate west of the-river Chattahoochee, 
and south of the cession made to the United States by South Carolina: 


The territory of the United States, south of the State of Tennessee, extends in breadth two hundred and seventy- 
five miles from the thirty-first to the thirty-fifth degree of north latitude; from east to west, its greatest length, 
from the river Chattahoochee to the Mississippi, measures three hundred and eighty miles, along the northern boun- 
dary of West Florida; the length of its northern boundary, along the State of Tennessee, is not precisely ascertained, 
but it is believed that the average length of the whole may, without material error, be estimated at three hundred 
miles, and the contents of the territory at fifty-two millions of acres. 

The only portions of that vast extent, to which the Indian title has been extinguished, are, a tract of about one 
million and a half of acres, extending along the Mississippi, from the mouth of the river Yazoo, southwardly to the 
Spanish lines and another tract, at least equal in extent, and extending between the rivers Pascagola and Mobile, or 
Tombigbee, more than fifty miles north of that line. 

The settlements within those two tracts, which are separated from each other by a wilderness of one hundred 
and twenty miles in breadth, form the whole population of the Mississippi territory. 

The claims to lands within these boundaries are derived either from the British Government of West.Florida, 
from the Spanish Government, from occupancy and settlement, or from the State of Georgia. 

The British Governors of West Florida, after the boundaries of that province had been extended as far north as 
the parallel of latitude which crosses the Mississippi at the mouth of the river Yazoo, granted lands south of that 
parallel until the year 1781, when the province was conquered by Spain. 

A great portion of the lands granted in that manner has since been re-granted by the Spanish Government; several 
tracts have continued in the occupancy of the original grantees or of their representatives; and several remain unoc- 
cupied, or are inhabited by persons who have no other claim but that of possession. 

The grants of the Spanish Government appear to have been confined to persons actually residing on the lands; 
but they were made indiscriminately on every unoccupied tract, whether the same had been previously granted by 
the British Government or not; nor did they discontinue making concessions, even after Spain had, by the treaty of 
i recognized the right of the United States to the whole territory north of the thirty-first degree of 
north latitude. 

Until the eyacuation, which was delayed for nearly two years, had taken place, grants were issued, sometimes 
bearing their real date, and sometimes, as is alleged, antedated. 

On the 7th of February, 1785, the State of Georgia passed an act for the purpose of laying out that tract of coun- 
try rore-vg | along the Mississippi, from the thirty-first my a of north latitude to the mouth of the river Yazoo, 
to which the Indian title had been extinguished, into‘a county by the name of Bourbon; and declared that, whenever a 
land office should be opened, there should be a right of preference reserved to the possessors of lands within that 
—— provided they actually lived on and cultivated the said lands. That act was repealed on the 1st day of 

ebruary, 1788. 

By the articles of agreement and cession between the United States and Georgia, it is provided that the persons 
who, on the 27th of October, 1795, (being the date of the treaty with Spain) were actual settlers within that terri- 
tory shall be confirmed in all the grants Saitie and fully executed, prior to that day, by the former British Govern- 
ment of West Florida, or by the Government of Spain, and in all the claims which may be derived from any actual 
survey or settlement made under the act of Georgia, commonly called the Bourbon act. 

The persons, in whose favor that clause was inserted, were, at the request of the commissioners, invited by the 
Governor of the Mississippi territory to exhibit their claims. This has been partially done in that ‘ part of the ter- 
ritory which lies contiguous to the Mississippi; claims amounting to about two hundred and forty thousand acres. 
and said to be derived from British and Spanish patents, have been transmitted. A few applications have also been 
filed for lands claimed under the Bourbon act, most of which, however, are for tracts improved after the act had been 
repealed. Including even these, the Governor is of opinion that there cannot be, in the whole, more than three hun- 
dred and fifty thousand acres on the Mississippi covered by claims confirmed by the articles of agreement. From 
that part of the territory which lies on the Mobile, no returns have been received. ' 

he claims derived from the British and Spanish Governments, or from occupancy, and not recognized by the 
agreement with Georgia, are: 

ist. British grants held by persons who were not resident in the territory on the 27th October, 1795, and have 
not improved their lands. The West Florida patents were, with but few exceptions, accompanied with a clause of 
forfeiture, unless the land should be improved within ten years; and the Spanish Government seem to have consi- 
dered all the unimproved lands as forfeited. It is, however, alleged, on the part of the grantees, that, although a 
condition of settlement was commonly annexed to the grants in the British provinces under the royal Governments. 
with a penalty of forfeiture, in case of default, this has never been enforced either by the British Government, or, 
after the Revolution, by the States; and that the Indians at first, and the Spanish conquest, afterwards, rendered. 
in this case, a fulfilment of the condition impossible. 

Where the land has been re-granted by Spain, the parties must be left to a judicial decision; but where it remains 
unclaimed by any other person, the commissioners are of opinion that it would be improper for the United States to 
grant it again, until the amount and nature of the grants shall have been fully ascertained. 

2d. British and Spanish incomplete grants. 

As lands were granted under both Governments, upon the petition of the party, and as the first evidence of titie 
was a warrant or order of survey directed to the surveyor of the district, it has happened, in many instances, that 
the Spanish conquest in 1781, and the treaty with Spain in 1795, found persons who had only a survey executed, or, 
perhaps, an order of survey, and who could not, on account of the change of Government, complete their titles. 

This circumstance is stated both in the petition of the settlers on Mobile, which has been referred by the House 
of Representatives to the commissioners, and ;in the letter of the Governor of the Mississippi territory, hereunto 
annexed, (A) as more particularly involving claimants under ‘Spanish titles; it having been customary, until the 
American settlers at Natchez requested patents, to consider a Spanish order of survey, when executed and returned, 
as a suflicient title; whilst, on the other hand, few settlers are obliged to claim under incomplete British titles, as 
they — applied, in lieu of them, for Spanish grants, and now claim under these. ; 

3d. Settlement, without any evidence of title. It is stated by the Governor of the territory, that one hundred 
and thirty heads of families had, prior to October, 1795, formed settlements, without any other title but what might 
be derived from the Bourbon act; and that seven hundred more have settled in the country since that time, who 
either have no title whatever, or rest their claims on Spanish orders of survey and grants issued after the date of the 
treaty. It is apprehended that very few of the claimants of the first description will be found to come strictly within 
the terms of the Bourbon act. Some stress is laid by those of the last description, who migrated to that country 
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before the Spanish posts had been evuacuated, on ‘aeir ignorance at first of the treaty, and on the subsequent acqui- 
escence of the American Government, in the coniinued possession by the Spanish Government. ' # iy: 

To these three several classes of claims may be siden that of persons, principally from Connecticut, styling 
themselves a Company of Military Adventurers, who, under a mistaken expectation of obtaining a large grant from 
the British crown, sent agents, in 1773, to West Florida, for the purpose of exploring the country. The Governor 
of that province promised. to grant lands to such as should become settlers, on as advantageous terms as he was 
authorized to do, and to reserve till next spring, for that purpose, nineteen townships, which had been selected and 
surveyed by the ——_ A number of emigrants from Connecticut, accordingly, removed to the Mississippi in, 1774; 
the war prevented the progress of the settlements; and one hundred and forty of the settlers left the country in 1781, 
when the Spanish conquest took place, and, traversing the Choctaw and Creek country, reached the inhabited parts 
of Georgia. 'The claim which is now set up, in the name of the company, for the nineteen townships, has no foun- 
dation. Such of the settlers'as had obtained grants, or have continued on the lands, will be embraced by the pro- 
visions made for other claimants of a similar description. It will remain for Congress to decide whether any special 
provision should be made for those who abandoned the lands in the manner above stated. 

It would require more correct information than has been obtained by the commissioners, to enable them to offer 
a plan perfectly satisfactory to themselves, en the subject of those variousand clashing claims. The following out- 
lines are with diffidence submitted to the consideration of Congress: 

Ist. That persons who were resident in the territory on the 27th day of October, 1795, be confirmed. in. their 
claims to those tracts of lands then actually cultivated and inhabited, for which they had received orders of survey, 
dated before that day, either from the British or Spanish Governments, in the same manner as if their title had been 
completed; provided, that no such incomplete title shall be ratified unless the person in whose favor such order had 
issued was of full age at the time of its date. 

2d. That every head of a family (including single persons of twenty-one years of age, and above, who did not 
reside with their parents) who was a resident in the territory on the —— day of —— 1797, when the Spanish ‘garri- 
sons were evacuated; who claims no land in the territory under British or Spanish grants; and who did, on that day, 
occupy and cultivate a tract of land not otherwise claimed, shall be confirmed in the possession of such tract, not 
exceeding six hundred and forty acres. ' 

3d. That every head of family who resided in the territory on the —— day of —— 1802, when the articles of 
agreement with a were ratified by that State, and who did on that day occupy and cultivate a tract of land 
not otherwise claimed, shall have a right of pre-emption to such tract, not exceeding six hundred and forty acres. 

4th. ‘That commissioners be appointed, with a fixed salary, and without fees, who shall immediately proceed to 
the settlements on the Mississippi, and on the Mobile, with power to receive, examine, and decide on all claims 
embraced by the articles of agreement with Georgia, and by the preceding provisions, and to issue certificates stating, 
as the case may be, that the party is entitled to the land, or to aright of pre-emption to the same; but no patents 
shall issue until after the lands shall have been surveyed, and the interferences arising from clashing claims ascer- 
tained; nor shall any other evidence of title but the commissioner’s certificate issue in cases where the fond is claimed 
by either a British or Spanish title fully and completely executed. 

5th. That all claims derived from the agreement with Georgia, from British or Spanish grants, or from occupancy, 
which shall not be filed with the commissioners within a twelvemonth, shall forever after be barred. 

6th. That the commissioners shall make a full report to Congress of the British grants filed with them, on which 
no improvement had been made by or for the grantees, and which are not claimed under subsequent Spanish grants. 

7th. ‘That so much of the five millions of acres reserved for that purpose by the agreement with Georgia, as may 
be necessary to satisfy the claims not confirmed by that agreement, and which are embraced by the preceding pro- 
visions, and all those which may be derived from British grants, be appropriated for that purpose. 

The last class of claims consists of those which are derived, or pretended to be derived, from Georgia. On the 
21st December, 1789, the Legislature of that State passed an act, entitled ‘* An act for disposing of certain vacant 
‘ands, or territory, within that State;” by which it is enacted that two tracts of land, comprehending, together, the 
whole tract of country lying between the Mississippi and ‘Tombigbee, and extending from the parallel which crosses 
the Mississippi at the mouth of Cole’s creek (about 31° 45’) to the northern boundary of the State, together with a 
third tract lying on the Tennessee river, shall, for two years from and after the passing of that act, be respectively 
reserved as a pre-emption for three companies called the South Carolina Yazoo, the Virginia. Yazoo, and the Ten- 
nessee Company; and that the Governor shall issue grants for the said tracts to the said companies, if they shall, 
within the term of two years, pay into the public treasury of the State the following sums, that is to say: the South 
Carolina Yazoo Company, the amount of sixty-six thousand nine hundred and sixty-four dollars; the Virginia Yazoo 
Company the amount of ninety-three thousand seven hundred and forty-one dollars; and the ‘Tennessee Company, the 
amount of forty-six thousand eight hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

An inconsiderable sum was paid, in the paper medium of the State, by the two first mentioned companies, and 
they did, within the two years, tender in payment to the Treasurer of the State the whole amount of the purchase 
money in evidences of the public debt of the State. ‘The payment was refused on the part of Georgia. 

The money which had been deposited by the Virginia Yazoo Company was withdrawn; but the South Carolina 
Company instituted, before the Supreme Court of the United States, a suit against the State, which was terminated 
by the amendment to the constitution, relative to the suability of States. 

Both companies now claim at least an indemnification on account of the expenses and damages incurred by 
reason of what they consider as a violation of contract on the part of Georgia. There is nothing on the face of. the 
act which justifies the construction contended for by the claimants; and it is by collateral evidence only that they 
attempt to prove that it was the intention of the Legislature, when the law was passed, that the payments should be 
made in evidences of the public debt of the State. In support of that construction, they bring their own petitions 
to the Legislature, applying for the land, which petitions are referred to in the preamble of the act, and the protest 
of the minority in the Legislature, who voted against the law, principally, as they allege, because the payments were 
to be made in depreciated certificates. : 

Upon a full view of the subject, the commissioners do not perceive that those companies have any equitable claim 
either for the land or for compensation from the United States. 

On the 7th day of February, 1795, the State of Georgia .passed an act, hereunto annexed, (K) authorizing the 
sale of four tracts of land, therein described, and comprehending the!greater part of the oomey lying west of the 
river Alabama, to four companies, called the Georgia, the Georgia Mississippi, the Upper Mississippi, and the 
Tennessee Companies; for which they were to pay five. hundred thousand dollars. of Sensh 

To the Georgia Mississippi Company was assigned all that tract lying between the Mississippi and Tombigbee 
rivers, and bounded by the parallels of latitude 31° 18’, and 32° 40’, for which they were to pay one hundred and 
fifty-five thousand dollars. } 

The tract designated for the Georgia Company was bounded on the north by the thirty-fourth degree of latitude; 
on the est, by the Alabama river; on the west and south, by the Mobile, or Tombigbee, trom the Spanish line to the 
northeast corner of the lands assigned to the Georgia Mississippi Company, by the northern boundary of the said 
lands, and by the Mississippi; for which they were to pay two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

The Tennessee Company were to pay sixty thousand dollars for a tract lying between the northern boundary of 
the State and the parallel of latitude passing by the head spring of Bear creek, and bounded on the west by ‘Fennes- 
see and Bear cota and om the east by a meridian crossing the last mentioned parallel, one hundred and twenty 
miles east from the source of Bear creek. ; 

And the Upper Mississippi Company were, in consideration of thirty-five thousand dollars, to receive a tract of 
twenty-five miles in breadth, adjoining the northern boundary of the State, and extending from the. Mississippi.to 
Tennessee and Bear creek, its boundaries on the east. ' 

‘ ‘Two millions of acres were reserved out of these several tracts, for the use of such citizens of Georgia as chose 
to subscribe on 3 original terms of the purchase: the moneys paid by those citizens to the State being considered 
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as part of the purchase money of the companies in whose territory they subscribed: the quantities thus reserved out 
of each tract being one million of acresin the Georgia Company; six hundred and twenty thousand acres in the 
Georgia Mississippi Company; two hundred and forty-two thousand acres in the Tennessee Company; and one 
hundred and thirty-eight thousand acres in the Upper Mississippi Company. The price paid by the citizens who 
did subscribe, was two cents and one-third per acre, it being the price then supposed to have been paid by the com- 
anies: which (five hundred thousand dollars being the purchase money) would give about twenty-one millions five 
foantved thousand acres for the estimated quantity of land in the four tracts. it was further declared by the act, 
that the lands lying westward of the eastward boundary of the several companies’ purchase, were estimated at one- 
third of the lands within the purchase, and were — to contain seven millions two hundred and fifty thousand 
acres, which would give twenty-one millions seven hundred and fifty thousand acres for the quantity intended to be 
sold. ‘The land contained within those. purchases amounts, however, to nearly thirty-five millions of acres; and 
the present claimants estimate the quantity at near forty millions of acres. 
he several companies did, it is understood, pay the purchase money, and obtain grants from the Governor of 
Georgia, for the several tracts designated in the law: the lands have since passed through several hands, and so far 
as has come within the knowledge of the commissioners the title derived from the grants appears to be now held in 
the following manner: be : 

The whole tract granted to the Georgia Mississippi Company was divided into sixteen hundred equal undivided 
shares, and the President and Directors of the Company, in January, 1796, sold the whole, with the exception of 
the six hundred and twenty thousand acres reserved for citizens’ subscriptions, to certain individuals in Massachu- 
setts, who style themselves the New England Mississippi Company. ‘The title has been conveyed to trustees, for 
the use of the company, which consists of two thousand two hundred and seventy-six equal shares. 

It is urged by sundry associates or sharers of the original Mississippi Company, that they have not been paid, 
and that they are still entitled to a portion of the land. . 

The tract granted to the Upper Mississippi Company appears to be divided into twelve equal undivided shares, 
and to be unentangled by militant claims. 

The tract granted to the Tennessee Company was, by the grantees Mathias Maher, and Zachariah Coxe, divided 

into four hundred and twenty equal shares. Several hundred thousand acres are, besides, claimed under deeds 
signed by Z. Coxe alone, and which appear to be exclusively of the shares which he held. ‘The greater part of the 
original shares are held by trustees for the use of the proprietors. 
The Georgia Company consisted of ten shares, exclusively of a number of sub-shares, and of money shares, 
which have been either purchased in by the company, or absorbed in the payment of certain tracts sold by them. 
That company, however, no longer exists, having sold the greater part of the territory by metes and bounds, and 
surrendered the remainder to the State of Georgia. Instead, therefore, of being held by trustees, or in undivided 
shares, the lands originally assigned to that company are claimed by several individuals, each claiming distinct tracts 
in their own name. There are a number of militant claims in that part of the tract which lies between the Alabama 
and Tombigbee rivers, south of the parallel thirty-three degrees twenty minutes of north latitude. 

On the 13th day of February, 1796, the Legislature of Georgia passed an act, (L.) declaring the act of the 7th 
January, 1795, above mentioned, null and void, as having been obtained by fraud and corruption; directing all re- 
cords of grants or conveyances, relating to the sale, to be expunged; and forbidding the recording, thereafter, of any 
such conveyances or contracts. ‘The document (F.) contains the evidence on which the Legislature acted. 

By the articles of agreement of the Georgia Company, and schedule thereuntofannexed, bearing date Ist and 10th 
of January, 1795, a copy of which (B. No. 9.) was transmitted to the commissioners, amongst other documents, by 
the attorneys of Hugh Rose and Valentine Jones, two of the claimants under that company, it appears that the 
company had disposed of a considerable quantity of the lands they intended to purchase, to divers persons, (whose 
names, with the amount in dollars paid by each, appear in the schedule) for the purpose of raising a fund to effect 
the purchase of the lands; and that they had also found it necessary to distribute, to a variety of citizens of the State, 
certain sub-shares, or quantities of land, in order that the benefit should be as generally diffused as possible. — 

By the form of the sub-share (C.) it appears that the holders were entitled to a certain quantity of land, without 
making any immediate payment, but on paying, within seven months, what was supposed the original purchase money, 
viz. two cents and a third per acre. : 

A comparison of the schedule annexed to the articles, and which is declared to be a part of the agreement, with 
the yeas and nays on the passage of the act authorizing the sale, (E. ) shows that all the members both in the Senate 
and House, who voted in favor of the law, were, with one single exception, (Robert Watkins, whose name does not 
appear) interested in, and parties to, the purchase. : 

The articles of agreement, and list of associates, of the Tennessee Company, which have been voluntarily furnish- 
ed by one of the trustees, show that a number of members of the Legislature were also interested in that company. 

It is also proper to state, that all the deeds given by the companies, which have been exhibited to the commis- 
sioners, as well as all the subsequent deeds, with only two or three exceptions, not only give a special instead of a 
general warranty, but have also a special covenant in the following words: ‘‘ And, lastly, it is covenanted and ex- 
pressly agreed and understood, by and between the parties to these presents, that neither the grantors aforesaid, 
nor their heirs, executors, or administrators, shall be held to any further or other warranty than is hereinbefore 
expressed, nor liable to the refunding of any money in consequence of any defect in their title from the State of 
Georgia, if any such there should hereafter appear to be.” 

The act of Georgia, of the 13th February, 1796, as well as several subsequent acts, had made provision for the 
repayment of the money deposited as the consideration of the purchase; and the document (G.) shows that three 
hundred and ten thousand six hundred and ninety-five dollars and fifteen cents have been withdrawn under those 
laws. ‘The commissioners have not been able to procure the evidence on which those sums were paid; it is, how- 
ever, understood that, supposing the title from Georgia to have been valid, not more than five or six milfions of acres 
have been fairly surrendered by the parties who have received that money. A great — of the persons who 
claim the lands not surrendered, have signed the —_ of compromise hereunto annexed, (H.) by which they 
offer to relinquish their claims, provided that the United States shall pay them, at the rate of twenty-five cents per 
acre, for the nominal ) ners of land claimed by them; which, after making the proper deductions for lands which 
have been surrendered, would make a gross sum of about eight millions five hundred thousand dollars, with interest 
from the year 1806; provided, however, that the principal and interest shall not exceed the proceeds of those five 
millions of acres in the territory which shall ultimately be sold for the highest price. ; 

The commissioners think those propositions inadmissible; and, without pretending to affirm that the Legislature 
of the State of Georgia was competent to make the decision, they feel no hesitation in declaring it as their opinion, 
that, under all the circumstances which may affect the case, as they have come within their knowledge, and as 
herein stated, the title of the claimants cannot be supported. my 

But they, nevertheless, believe that the interest of the United States, the tranquillity of those who may hereafter 
inhabit that territory, and various equitable considerations which may be urged in favor of most of the present claim- 
ants, render it expedient to enter into a compromise on reasonable terms. : ; 

Under that impression, a plan is respectfully submitted to the consideration of Congress, which, although it 
does not give a full indemnity to every claimant, is believed, from such information as has been received, to give, in 
the aggregate, nearly as much as has been paid, in the whole, by all the present claimants. ; , 

As it is understood, and ore te agreed, that the five millions of acres, reserved by the agreement with Georgia, 
constitute the fund from which the indemnity is to be paid, it is of primary importance, in order to guard against 
any depreciation, that the nominal sum in money which may be offered as an indemnity should not exceed what the 
fund may be thought amply sufficient to discharge. The probable amount of the annual sales, and the price affixed 
te the land by Congress, feriich the only data by which that sum can be determined. The commissioners have 
supposed that the sales could not reasonably be estimated to yield more than three or four hundred thousand dollars 
annually; and, although it has been presumed that in opening a land office the price of the land will, at present, be 
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fixed at two dollars per acre, they have believed. that it would be improper to assume the payment of any sum out of 
the proceeds of the lands, which would bind Congress not to reduce the price hereafter, if other considerations shall 
render that reduction expedient. ; 


It is after having considered the subject in that point of view, that the commissioners have been induced to sub- 
mit the following propositions as the basis of a compromise: 


Ist. That so much of five millions of acres as shall remain after having satisfied the claims of settlers, and others, 
not recognized by the agreement with Georgia, which shall be confirmed by the United States, be appropriated for 
the purpose of satisfying and quieting the Sites of the persons who derive their claims from an act of the State of 
Georgia, passed on the 7th day of January, 1795; for which purpose the several companies, or claimants under those 
companies, shall be permitted to locate the quantity of land allotted to them, on any part of the territory. they claim, 
to which the Indian title has not Ya been extinguished: Provided, however, That the whole shall be located in no 
more than six tracts: nd provided, also, That each tract shall extend the whole breadth or length of the territory 
claimed by the parties respectively, and shall not have a greater proportionate front on the rivers than the whole ter- 
ritory thus claimed. mbar : 

2d. ‘That the claimants may, nevertheless, receive, in lieu of the said lands, certificates, bearing interest from 
the Ist January, 1804, to the amount of two millions five hundred thousand dollars, or, at their option, certificates 
without interest, to the amount of five millions of dollars; which certificates shall, in either case, be paid (principal 
and interest) out of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands in the territory of the United States above men- 
tioned, next ensuing the completion of the payment of one million two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, to be 
made to the State of Georgia; and shall also be receivable in payment for the lands purchased in the territory, as 
soon as the payment to Georgia shall have been completed. ae : 

3d. That the lands, or certificates, sha.1 be apportioned amongst the several companies in the following manner, 
that is to say: the proportion of each company, exclusively of the tracts which may have been surrendered, shall, 
on every five hundred dollars or acres which shall be allowed in the whole, be as followeth: 


For the Upper Mississippi Company, exclusively of citizens’ rights, - - 35 
For the Tennessee do. 0. do. - - - 60 
For the Georgia Mississippi do. do. do. - - - 155 
For the Georgia do. not exceeding - - : - . - - 225 
For citizens’ rights, not exceeding — - - - - - - - 25 

500 


4th. That every original grant, deed, or other evidence of claim, from which the companies or claimants derive, 
or pretend to derive, their respective claims, shall be exhibited to the Secretary of State, within a twelvemonth, and 
there recorded at the expense of the parties; and, unless thus recorded, shall never after be admitted or considered 
e hen in any of the courts of the United States, against any other grant from the State of Georgia, or from the 

nited States. 

5th. That, after all the claims shall have been exhibited, the lands or certificates allotted to each company shall 
be apportioned in proportion to the quantity of land supposed to be contained within the respective claims, amongst 
the several claimants under each company, by commissioners, who shall also have power to decide, in conformity to 
the principles of law and equity, on all conflicting claims within each company. 

6th. That each individual claimant shall be allowed to have the benefit of these terms, for the amount of his 
claim thus ascertained, and to receive, at his option, his proportion, either of lands, of certificates bearing interest, 
or of certificates without interest. 


JAMES MADISON, 
ALBERT GALLATIN, 
LEVI LINCOLN. » 


All which is respectfully submitted. 


Fesruary 14, 1803. 


A. 
g Near Natcuez, November 5, 1802. 
IR: 
_ [have now the honor to reply more particularly to your letter of the 26th of July last, and to lay before you 
such information as I kave been enabled to collect in relation to the various objects of your inquiries. . 

In conformity to your request, the claimants of lands (of the description you mentioned ),were invited, by public 
advertisement, “to file, prior to the 1st day of November, before the proper county officers, (the clerks of the 
county courts) the particular authority and extent of their respective claims, and the claim of title derived, to the 
present claimants, from the original title.” 

I had flattered myself that the acquiescence with this invitation would have been such as to have afforded ground 
for accurate estimates. But, from various causes, the returns are not so general as I had wished. Some few claim- 
ants, whose titles I have reason to believe are fully and legally executed, have omitted to state them, either through 
inattention, or from an unaccommodating disposition; and there are some others who have avoided exhibiting their 
claims (probably) from an unwillingness to expose their weakness, and a fear produced by areport, which some de- 
Signing characters circulated with industry, that the call for titles was intended to work their immediate injury. 

aving premised thus much with a view to apprise you tnat the return of claims which accompany this letter is not 
complete, (a) I will proceed to notice your inquiries in the order you have placed them. _ : 

_Ist. ‘* With respect to the extent of territory, both on the Mississippi and the Mobile, which has been relin- 
quished by the Indians.” . 

Until the boundary line between the United States and the Choctaw Indians shall have been retraced and plainly 
marked, (a work which I understand will shortly be executed under the direction of General Wilkinson) the quan- 
tity of land to which the Indian claim has been extinguished, cannot be correctly ascertained. But, from the best 
information in my possession, I do conjecture that there may be on the Mississippi two thousand five hundred square 
miles, or about one million six hundred thousand acres, which comprehend the counties of Jefferson, Adams, Wil- 
kinson, and Claiborne. : 

On the Mobile, I do also conjecture, without pretending to accuracy, that there may be about four thousand six 
hundred square miles, or near three millions of acres, which compose the county of Washington. SAS 

The greater part of the land on the Mississippi above alluded to, is fertile, and well adapted to cultivation. Of 
the three millions of acres on the Mobile, there are supposed to be near two millions of pine barrens, little of which 
is — of culture; the balance is said tobe good land, and I am informed that most of it may be cultivated 
to advantage. 

A small map of the settled country adjoining the Mississippi, (marked No. 1) and a map of the land in Wash- 
ington county, to which the Indian claim has been eetinguieved, (marked No. 2) are herewith enclosed. 

2d. ** With respect to the claims recognized by the second article of agreement with Georgia.” 

I will class these claims under three distinct heads. : 

Ist. Grants to persons who were actual settlers within the ceded territory on the 27th day of October, 1795, 
legally and fully executed prior to that day, by the former British Government of West Florida. 

The packet marked (A) contains all the claims of this description which have been filed. 

2d. Grants to Peciens who were actual settlers within the ceded territory, on the 27th of October, 1795, legally 
and fully executed prior to that day by the Government of Spain. This species of titlesare numerous. The packet 
marked (B) contains all which have been filed. 
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3d. Claims of persons who were settlers within the territory on the 27th of October, 1795, derived from actual 
surveys or settlements made under the law of Georgia, passed February 7, 1785, commonly called the Bourbon 
Act. The packet (C) contains claims of this class which have been filed. Few of those claimants allege to have 
made actual surveys; it would have been unsafe to have done so during the existence of the Spanish Government. 

he settlements which they formed by a verbal permission from the then existing Government, 


But they rely upon t orn 
and the invitation held out by the State of Georgia in the Bourbon Act. oT te 
Among the titles recognized in the agreement of compromise with Georgia, there will arise a few which clash, 


viz. “lands claimed by different persons under British and Spanish titles, who were both settlers in the territory on 
the 27th October, 1795.” This will be found to-have been occasioned by one of two causes. “ The British pro- 
prietor did either not reside in the territory, or, being present, had not complied with the conditions of his patent at 


the time of re-granting by the Spanish Government.” 
I have endeavored to inform myself as to the manner in which grants were made and completed, under both the 


British and Spanish Governments. 

Under the British Government, grants were sometimes issued by the King himself, but more frequently by his 
representative, the Governor of West Florida. The former title was conferred for some signal services rendered 
by an individual; the latter title, which was the most usual, was obtained in the following manner: the applicant 
for land presented a petition to the Governor and Council of West Florida, and, upon the petition being granted, an 
order fromthe Governor to the Surveyor General of the province was made, which was called the warrant of sur- 
vey; when the survey was completed, and returned to the Secretary’s office, the patent issued, it frequently happen- 
ed, that by delay in the office, occasioned by various circumstances, and in some instances, by reason of the Spanish 
conquest of Florida, those persons who had obtained warrants, and paid the price of surveying, never acquired a 
complete patent. I have procured a copy of a British patent, which is herewith enclosed, marked (A 1.) 

The manner of obtaining titles under the Spanish Government, was similar to the last mode of British grant. 
The applicant for land applied by petition to the Spanish Governor General of Louisiana, or the Governor at Natchez. 
If the petition was granted, an order in writing was given to the Surveyor General (which was called the warrant) 
to survey and put the petitioner in possession of a certain quantity of land (which was named.) 

On the return of the survey to the office of the Secretary for the province of. Louisiana, at Orleans, a forma! 


patent, with the plat and certificate of survey prefixed, was issued and signed by the Governor General of the pro- 
vince of Louisiana. In this case, also, 7 in the intermediate steps sometimes prevented persons who had pro- 
cured warrants of survey, and were in complete possession of the land, from obtaining perfect patents. A copy of 
a petition, warrant of survey, and Spanish patent, are herewith enclosed, marked (A 2.) 

I will now proceed to notice other claims not recognized in the agreement of compromise, but concerning which 


you request information. 

Ist. ‘* With respect to the claims grounded on the alleged grants of Georgia, subsequent to the Bourbon act.” 

I cannot learn that any tract of land is now occupied by any of those purchasers, or by persons claiming under 
them. A copy of an original letter upon the subject of the Georgia sale, dated at Boston, October Ist, 1799, signed 
by several persons styling themselves *‘ agents for the proprietors of Georgia lands,” addressed to some respectable 
pre in = he ie together with a copy of the answer which was returned thereto, are herewith enclosed, mark- 
e 3, an 4, 

' 2d. **Claims, if any, derived under the French Government, previous to the peace of 1763.” 

No title arising from this source has been filed, and I have it from good authority, that no claim on the part of the 
ancient French proprietors ever appeared, during the existence of the British or Spanish Government in this territory. 
** The frequent contest between the French and the Natchez aborigines caused the former to abandon their agricul- 


tural possessions in this quarter of Louisiana, long before the peace of 1763.” : 
3d. ** Claims derived under the British and Spanish Governments previous to the treaty of 1795, unaccompanied 


by actual settlement at the date of the treaty.” cee ; 

No claims of this description have been filed, noris it probable there are many such of Spanish origin. But it is 
a matter of great notoriety, that British claims of this species are numerous; by far the greater part of the valuable 
improvements and plantations is made upon lands heretofore granted by the British Government of West Florida, 
but which were re-granted by the Spanish Government. ; 

It may be proper in this place to state that the time allowed by the treaty of peace of 1783, for British subjects to 
sell, convey, or settle their lands, was prolonged by the Spanish Government, and that two or three years beyond the 
term granted by the treaty had elapsed, before the Spanish Government commenced re-granting of lands which had 


formerly belonged to British subjects. , 
Claims derived under the Spanish Government by grants made subsequent to the Spanish treaty of 1795. 


‘These may be distinguished into three classes. : : 
ist. When patents were issued subsequent to the treaty, on Spanish warrants of survey made previous to the 


treaty. 
2d. When the warrants as well as the patents were subsequent to the treaty. 


3d. When both warrants and patents were indeed subsequent to the treaty, but both antedated, so as to make 


them appear prior to the treaty. 
I. When patents were issued subsequent to the treaty, on Spanish warrants of survey, granted previous to the 


treaty. ; 

cia understood that many patents of this description were issued, although few have been filed; warrants had, 
in many instances, been obtained from the Spanish Government. accompanied with an actual survey and settlement, 
which, agreeable to the Spanish customs, were recognized as good titles, even before the patents issued. 

Claimants in this situation were often not anxious about obtaining patents, which could at any time be procured 
as a matter of course. Hence it happened, that the treaty caught many in the Sree of those incomplete rights. 
Some persons thought it advisable to obtain patents from the Spanish office, which continued open after the treaty. 
But. others, conceiving such patents as conferring no additional security, trusted entirely to the: justice and liberality 
of the United States, to make valid in law what they considered a perfect equitable title. 

II. ** Where the warrants of survey, as well as the patents, were subsequent to the treaty.” Of this description. 
four or five only have been returned; but others certainly exist. Some men in favor with the Spanish officers, and 
trusting to the temporary continuance of the Spanish Courts and Government, acquiesced in by the people, and 
Commissioner Ellicot and Lieutenant Pope, the only representatives of the United States then preewt, received 
titles for iands, which were dated agreeably to the true time of obtaining them. ‘The number of these claims is un- 


certain, but said not to be numerous. ; 
ILI. ‘** When warrants and patents were indeed subsequent to the treaty, but both antedated, so as to make them 


appear previous to the treaty.” _ ‘ ’ i 
Although no claims of this kind have (to my knowledge) been filed, yet no doubt is entertained here of their 
existence. ‘They are reported to be of great extent, and are supposed to cover much valuable land near the settle- 


ments. 
5th. ** Claims founded. on the third section of the Bourbon county act.” we 
Many citizens, who, subsequent to 1795, have settled and improved vacant lands, suppose that under this third 
section, they will be entitled to a right of preference, when a land office may be opened. The Bourbon act was 
repealed by Georgia, in February, 1788, but, from the little intercourse between that State and this territory, it is 
probable the repealing law was but partially known; and that some citizens might have made their improvements 


under the invitation ore them in the Bourbon act. ’ " 
e * aggregate quantity of land covered by claims under the second article of compromise, and 


With respect to t ntity, d cov 
of the like aggregate of other claims,” it is impossible for me to form accurate estimates; but from the best lights I 
can procure, I do suppose there cannot be more than three hundred and fifty thousand acres on the Mississippi, 
covered by claims justly falling under the second article of the compromise. As to the extent of private claims on 
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the Mobile, I can hazard no opinion until the returns from Washington county are received. It, however, is under- 
stood eos rasa a large tract of pine barrens, there is some valuable lands which remain to be disposed of by the 
United States. ; . 

In order that you may be more fully informed as to the true state of land claims in this territory, I have forwarded 
all the returns which have been made and received, carefully filed under their different classes; among them you - 
will discover some claims which cannot, strictly considered, be comprehended under any of the descriptions you 
have enumerated. — : ; 

The titles, for instance, by Spanish warrants of survey, and possession without patents, may be viewed of this 
kind. But; permit me to remark that this species of title is esteemed here as very strong, in an equitable point of 
view; and I am well informed they were viewed as legal under the Spanish Government, and, by custom, the pro- 
prietor was authorized to sell after three years occupancy. ; 

It will not have escaped your observation, that a great, proportion of the present population in this territory is 


composed of citizens who have formed settlements upon vacant lands. : 
he heads of families of this description. in the counties of Jefferson, Adams, Wilkinson, and Claiborne, exceed 


seven hundred, and their wives and children amount to near three thousand. 
I do sincerely hope that these citizens may be secured in their improvements, and that the Government will sell 


out the vacant land in this district upon moderate terms, and in small tracts, to actual settlers. If this policy is not 
observed, much distress will attend many of the settlers, and the certain effect will be their leaving the territory in 
disgust, to become subjects ina country where heretofore the most flattering invitations have been offered to the 
poorer class of industrious citizens, by bestowing upon every applicant, without price, portions of the richest land, 
proportioned to the extent of their families. (£) The present farms of these settlers would then probably fall into 
the hands of rich speculators, either iu this district or from the United States. 

Thus we may lose a considerable portion of our present population, and the further increase of our numbers be 
retarded, by the best and most convenient spots beg monopolized by men possessing large tracts of unoccupied 
lands. ‘The consequence would be, that this, the most distant and infant settlement of the United States, at pre- 
sent insulated and defenceless, would be rendered more weak and defenceless by the banishment of the poorer class 
of white citizens, and the introduction of a few wealthy characters, with a large increase of negroes; a description 
of inhabitants already formidable to our present population. 

With sentiments of great respect and esteem, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
WILLIAM C. C. CLAIBORNE. 


(a) I have not received a return of the claims which have been filed in Washington county. 

(g') Claims have been filed by persons who were actual settlers within the ceded territory, on the 27th October, 
1795, under British — for fifty-two thousand seven hundred and _ fifty-four acres; and under Spanish patents, 
for one hundred and ninety thousand four hundred and six acres; which patents were legally and fully executed 
prior to that period. 

Claims of the following descriptions have also been filed, viz. 

Claims under Spanish patents, dated subsequent to the 27th October, 1795, by persons who were settlers at that 
period, for eight thousand nine hundred and eighty acres. 

Claims under British warrants without patents, by persons who were settlers on the 27th October, 1795, for ten 
thousand nine hundred acres. 

Claims under Spanish warrants of survey and possession, by persons who were actual settlers on the 27th Octo- 
ber, 1795, for twenty-one thousand two hundred and three acres. 

For these claims see packet D. 

There are about one hundred and thirty heads of families, who, on the 27th of October, 1795, were settled upon 
vacant lands, and now claim a right by occupancy under the Bourbon act. 

There are also about seven hundred heads of families who, subsequent to 1795, have settled upon vacant lands, 
and made considerable improvements. 

(f.) Should the contemplated change in the masters of Louisiana take place, it is not improbable but our new 
neighbors, with a large extent of vacant country to settle, may also offer great encouragement to emigrants. 


Be i: 


West Fioripa, 83. 
George the Third, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and 
so forth, to all to whom these presents shall come, GREETING: 


Know ye, That we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and by 
these presents, for us, our heirs, and successors, do give and grant unto Daniel Clark, Esquire, a reduced captain 
in the Pennsylvania troops, and to his heirs and assigns, all that tract of land situated three miles south of Pan- 
mure, at the Natchez, on the river Mississippi, at a place known by the name of St. Catherine’s creek, and is bound- 
ed on all sides by vacant land, in our province of West Florida, and having such shape, form, ana marks, both 
natural and artificial, as are represented in the plat thereof hereunto annexed, as drawn by our Surveyor General 
of lands, which said tract of land contains three thousand acres, and is bounded as in and by the further certificate, 
hereunto likewise annexed, under the hand of our said Surveyor General of Lands in our said province, may more 
fully and at large appear; together with all woods, under-woods, timber and timber trees, lakes, ponds, fishings, 
waters, water courses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging, or in 
anywise appertaining; together, also, with privitere of hunting, hawking, and fishing, in and upon the same, and all 
mines and minerals; reserving to us, our heirs and successors, all mines of gold and silver. To have and to hold 
the said tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby granted, with the appurtenances, unto the said Daniel 
Clark, his heirs and assigns forever, in free and common soccage, yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and suc- 
cessors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time being, or such other officer as shall be appointed to 
receive the same, a quit-rent of one half-penny sterling per acre, at the feast of St. Michael every year. The first 
payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michael, which shall first happen after the expiration-of ten years 
from the date thereof, or within fourteen days of the said feast, annually: Provided, always, and the said grant is 
upon condition, nevertheless, that the said Daniel Clark, his heirs or assigns, shall and do within three years after 
the expiration of the term of ten years, as aforesaid, for every fifty acres of plantable land, hereby granted, clear 
and cultivate three acres at least in that part thereof which he or they shall judge most convenient and advantageous, 
or else do clear and drain three acres of swampy or sunken ground, or do drain three acres of marsh, if any such 
shall be contained therein; and shall further, within the time aforesaid, put and keep, upon every fifty acres thereof 
accounted barren, three neat cattle, and continue the same thereon until three acres for every fifty acres be fully 
cleared and improved; and if it shall so happen that there be no part of the said tract of land fit for cultivation, within 


' the time aforesaid, without manuring and improving the same, if the said Daniel Clark, his heirs and assigns, shall, 


within three years after the expiration of the said ten years, as aforesaid, erect, on some part of the said land, one 
goud dwelling house, to contain, at least, twenty feet in length, sixteen feet in breadth, and put on his said land the 
number of three neat cattle, as aforesaid, on every fifty acres therein contained; or, otherwise, if any part of the ° 
said tract of land, that is stony or rocky ground, not fit for culture or pasture, shall, and do, within three years, as 
aforesaid, after erecting the said house, begin to employ therein, and continue to work three years then next ensuing, 
in digging any mine, quarry, or draining any sunken or swampy grounds, it shall be accounted sufficient cultivation 
and improvement: Provided, also, That every three acres which shall be cleared, and worked or cleared, and 
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drained as aforesaid, shall further be accounted a sufficient seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement, to save 
forever from forfeiture fifty acres of land in any part of the tract hereby granted; and the said Daniel Clark, his 
heirs and assigns, shall be at liberty to withdraw his or their stock, and to forbear working in any quarry or mine, 
in proportion to such cultivation and improvements aforesaid, as shall be made upon the plantable lands, swamps, 
sunken grounds, or marshes, therein contained: Provided, also, That this grant shall be day registered in the Re- 

ister’s office. of this province within six months from the date hereof; and also that a docket thereof shall be entered 
in the Auditor’s office within the same time, if such establishment shall take place in this province: Provided, al- 
ways, That the said Daniel Clark, his heirs and assigns, at any time hereafter, having seated, planted, cultivated, 
and improved the said land, or any part thereof, according to the directions and conditions above mentioned, may 
make proof of such seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement, in the general court, or in the court of the 
county district or precinct where the said land lieth, and have such proof certified to the Register’s office, and there 
entered with the record of this grant, a copy of which, duly attested, shall be admitted on any trial, to prove the 
seating and planting of said land: Provided, always, nevertheless, That if the said Daniel Clark, his heirs and as- 
signs, do not in all things fully comply with, and fulfil the respective directions and conditions herein set forth for 
the proper cultivation of the said land, within the time herein above limited for the completion thereof; or if the said 
Daniel Clark, his heirs or assigns, shall not pay to us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our 
quit rents, or to the proper officer appointed to receive the same, the said quit-rent of one half-penny sterling per 
acre on the said feast of St. Michael, or within fourteen days after annually for every acre contained in this grant, 
that then, and in either of these cases, respectively, this grant shall be void, any thing herein contained to the con- 
trary, pn ch and the said lands, tenements, hereditaments, and premises, hereby specified, and every 
part and parcel thereof, shall revert to us, our heirs and successors, as fully and absolutely as if the same had never 
been granted. Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida. Witness our trusty and well beloved 
Montfort Browne, Esq. our Lieutenant Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over our said province. At 
Pensacola, the fifteenth day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and sixty-eight, and 


in the eighth year of our reign. sehen 
FORT BROWNE. 


Secrerary’s OFFICE. 


Certified by Dantet Crark, D. S. 


_ Pursuant to a warrant from His Honor Montfort Browne, Esquire, Lieutenant Governor and Commander-in- 
chief, in and over His Majesty’s said province, to me directed, bearing date the 25th day of February, A. D. 1767, 
I have caused to be surveyed and laid out unto Daniel Clark, Esquire, a reduced officer in the Pennsylvania troops, 
a plantation or tract of land containing three thousand acres, situated three miles south of Fort Panmure, at the 
Natchez, on the river Mississippi, ata place known by the name of St. Catherine’s creek, and is bounded on all 
sides by vacant land, and hath such marks, both natural and’artificial,‘as are truly represented in the plat annexed. 


Certified this 28th day of September, A. D. 1767, by 
ELIAS DUNFORD, Surveyor General. 
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To THE GovERNOR: 


I, Charles Howard, resident in this district, with due respect, present myself before your worship, and say 
that, desiring to settle a plantation in order to reside thereon, and labor to support my wife and five children: may 
it please dead worship to grant me, for this end, a piece of land situated on Fairchild’s creek, adjoining lands of John 
Jones, it being vacant and causing no prejudice to any of the adjoining neighbors. 

A favor which 1 expect from the distributive justice which you administer. 
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NatcuEz, 4ugust 28, 1794. 


Natcuez, January 28, 1795. 
To THE GovEeRNoR GENERAL: 


I consider this petitioner entitled to four hundred acres of land. 


Si a 


MANUEL GAYOSO DE LEMOS. 


New Orteans, February 24, 1795. 


The Surveyor General, or particular nominated by him, will establish this petitioner on four hundred square 
acres of land in the place mentioned in the foregoing petition, being vacant and in no wise causing prejudice to the 
adjoining neighbors, with the express condition, to make the road and a regular clearance within the peremptory term 
of one year; and this grant to be null, if, at the expiration of the precise space of three years, the land be not settled; 
nor shall he be enabled to alienate it within the same. Under which supposition he may make a survey thereof, and 
return it to me, to furnish the party interested with a corresponding title in form. 


F. L. BARON DE CARONDELET. 


7 “eer Sot 


Dn. Charles Trudeau, Royal and Particular Surveyor of the province of Louisiana, §c. 


oI a 


I eege ry there was surveyed and laid out in favor, and ip the presence of Ebenezer Dayton, and with the 
assistance of both the adjoining neighbors, a tract of land of four hundred superficial acres, measured with the pole 
of the city of Paris, of eighteen feet, King’s measure, in length, each acre forming a square of ten poles on each side, 
conformable to the use and practice of this colony, which tract of land is situated in the district of Natchez, on the 
south bank of the river Homochitto, about sixteen miles to the southeast of the fort; bounded on one side by the land 
of William Henderson; on the other side by Nathan Swayzies and on another by vacant land of His Majesty’s do- 
main; the limits fixed agreeably to the lines in the plan, without paying attention to the variation, varying east eight 
degrees to the northeast, in which limits the trees and land mark, figured in the plan were marked for boundaries, 
in the actual survey thereof, conformably to the decree of the Governor General, &c, dated the 24th day of January, 
1789. In testimony of the foregoing declaration, I give the present certificate, with the figurative plan annexed, 
drawn agreeably to the survey made by Mr. William Dunbar, Deputy Surveyor, dated the 31st of December last. 


Aprit 6, 1791. 
Given for a second expedition, the 28th day of May, 1793. 


cs 
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CHARLES TRUDEAU, Surveyor Royal. 





Dn. Francis Luis Hector Baron Carondelet, Knight of the Religion of St. John Colonel of the Royal Armies, 
Governor, Intendant General, Royal Vice Patron of the provinces of Louisiana and West Florida, and Inspector of 
the veteran troops and militia of the same, &c. examined the foregoing actual survey made by the surveyor of this 
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rovince, Dn. Charles Trudeau, on the possession whieh he has given to Ebenezer Dayton of the quantity of four 
eaaees acres of land situated in the district of Natchez, on the south bank of the river Homochitto, about sixteen 
miles to the southeast of the fort; bounded on the one side by lands of William Henderson; on another by those of 
Nathan Swayzie; and on another by vacant lands of His Majesty’s domain, as is more fully shown in the precedin 
figurative plan; and finding it to be conformed to the rules of mensuration, and to the grants of the aforementioned 

joining neighbors, without causing them any prejudice, nor having made any opposition, but given their ‘consent, 
which their assisting in the same operations proves, allowing them, we also do allow them; using the power which 
the King has given us, we grant in his royal name to the aforenamed Ebenezer Dayton, the aforesaid four hun- 
dred superficial acres of land, that as his own property he may dispose of them, and the profits thereof, being go- 
verned by the said survey, and observing the conditions provided and the regulations thereunto added. 


We grant the present, signed with our hand, and sealed.with our arms, and countersigned by the under- 
written, His Majesty’s Secretary of this Government and Intendancy, at New Orleans, the 29th of March, 


one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three. 
. F. L. BARON DE CARONDELET, [1..s.] 
By order of his Lordship, 
AnprEz Lopez ARMESTO. 


B. 
WasuineTon, November 24, 1802. 


The undersigned respectfully presents to the commissioners of the United States, appointed under an act of 
Congress to settle the claims of the State of Googie, and of individuals to the territory commonly called the Mis- 
sissippi Territory, the representation of John Miller, Jr., Thomas W. Francis, Henry Pratt, John Ashley, and 
Jacob Baker, trustees of James Greenleaf, and of Thomas Fitzsimons, Samuel Bennet, and Thomas Stretch, attor- 
neys for Hugh Rose and Valentine Jones: he begs leave to inform the commissioners that he shall remain here some 
time, in order to give any explanations that may be necessary. 4 

The documents marked A. Nos. 1 to 4, represent the title of James Greenleaf’s trustees to two millions five 
hundred thousand acres of land in the Georgia Company, to wit: 


A. No. 1. Memorial of Henry Pratt, Thomas W. Francis, John Miller, Jr., John Ashley, and Jacob Baker. 
2. Copy of the deed of conveyance from the grantees of the Georgia Company to James Greenleaf. 
3. Deed of trust to George Simpson. ; 
4, ~~ - — George Simpsom to Henry Pratt, Thomas W. Francis, John Miller, Jr., John Ashley, and 
acob Baker. 
The documents marked B. Nos. 1 to 15, represent the title of Hugh Rose and Valentine Jones, to land within 
the Georgia Companes’ purchase, and Upper Mississippi Companey’s, to wit: 


B. No. 1. Memorial, Samuel Bennet, Thomas Stretch, and Thomas Fitzsimons, attorneys to Hugh Rose and 
Valentine Jones. ° 

. Power of attorney, Hugh Rose to Samuel Bennet. , 

. Power of attorney, Valentine Jones to Thomas Stretch and ‘Thomas Fitzsimons. 

. Notarial copy of the grant of the State of Georgia to the Georgia Company. 

. Ditto of the conveyance Mw. McAllister to Wade Hampton of his remaining interest. 

. Ditto of the conveyance, J. Walburger to James Gunn and Wade Hampton. 

. Ditto of Zach. Cox to James Gunn. 

. Ditto George Walker and. W. Longstreet, to James Gunn and Wade Hampton. 

. Articles of agreement between the grantees of the Georgia Company, to which is annexed a list of sun- 
dry conveyances, &c. 

. Copy of conveyance, James Gunn and Wade Hampton, to Hugh Rose, for one half of a tract of land 
therein described, the half to contain one million two hundred thousand acres. 

11. James Warrington’s conveyance to Hugh Rose, for one-twelfth and one-fifth of one-twelfth of the Upper 

Mississippi Company. 

12. Lease, Rose to Jones. 

13. Release, same to same. 

14, Articles of agreement, Wade Hampton and Hugh Rose. 

15. Articles of agreement, James Gunn, Hugh Rose. 


B. No. 


© WOs3Q Om 


1 


o 


Note.—Hugh Rose’s conveyance to Valentine Jones is in England, but expected daily. 
GEO. SIBBALD. 
Hon. James Mapison, 
ALBERT GALLATIN, 
Levi Lincotn, Esquires. 


B. No. 1. : 


To the Honorable James Manison, Aizert Gatzatin, and Levi Lincoin, Esquires, Commissioners on the part 
of the United States, for treating with ihe Commissioners appointed by the State of Georgia, &c. &c. 


The subscribers, attorneys to Hugh Rose and Valentine Jones, Esquires, of Great Britain, respectfully represent: 


That, in pursuance of an act of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, passed on the 7th day of January, 
in the year of our Lord 1795, entitled ‘* An act supplementary to an act for appropriating a part of the unlocated 
territory of this State, for the payment of the State troops, and for other purposes therein mentioned, and declaring 
the right of this State to the unappropriated territory thereof, for the protection and support of the frontiers of this 
State, and for other purposes therein mentioned.” George Matthews, then Governor of the State, under the 
seal of the same, did, on the 13th day of January of the same year, giveand grant unto James Gunn, Matthew M’Al- 
lister, and George Walker, and their associates, called the Georgia Company, their heirs and_assigns forever, a 
certain tract of country described in the deed, an exemplified copy of which is deposited in the office of your honors, 
and by one other deed under the great seal of the same State, did. on the 15th day of January, 1795, grant unto John 
B. Scott, John C. Nightingale, and Wade Hampton, under the style and title of the Upper Mississippi Company, one 
other tract of land described in the deed likewise deposited in your office. 

hat Wade Hampton, being one of the associates in the said Georgia Company, and James Gunn, one of the gran- 
tees under them, stood seized as tenants in common, in fee simple, of the following described tract; (being part of that 
granted to the Georgia Company) that is to say, beginning on the river Mississippi, where the latitude of 33° 20’ north 
of the equator intersects the same therein, running a due east course (by lands conveyed by the said Georgia Com- 
pany to James Greenleaf) to the main Tombigbee river; thence, up the said river, to where the parallel of latitude 
33° 20 intersects the said Tombigbee river; thence, a due west course, along the said parallel, being the distance of 
twenty-four British statute miles as aforesaid, north of the latitude of 33° 20’, to the river Mississippi; thence, down 
the Mississippi, to the place of beginning, 

That the said Wade Hampton, standing seized of the one equal moiety thereof, and James Gunn of the other half, 
the said Wade Hampton and James Gunn, on the 4th day of February, 1797, sold to Hugh Rose, then in Philadel- 
phia, one full, equal, and undivided moiety of their respective shares, and interest in the last described tract (except 
one-tenth of the whole) which moiety should contain one million two hundred thousand acres, and for which full 
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payment and satisfaction was made, as, by the deeds and contracts accompanying this memorial, will more fully 
appear. 

eT hat John B. Scott being one of the grantees in the Upper Mississippi Company, did, on the 16th day of January, 
1795, transfer and assign over to Wade Hampton, his heirs and — forever, all the right, title, interest, and benefit 
which he, the said John B. Scott, as grantee or otherwise, had or did hold in the said Mississippi Company, being 
seven twenty-fifth parts thereof; and John C. Nightingale, by indenture, bearing date the 17th day of January in the 
same year, did sell and convey to the said Wade ampton, his heirs and assigns forever, all his right, title, and 
interest, which he,as grantee, or otherwise, held in the said Mississippi Company, being nine twenty-fifth parts thereof, 
by which the whole territory or tract of country ‘granted to the said Mississippi Company was solely vested in the 
said Wade Hampton, his heirs and assigns, in as full and ample a manner as the same was by the grant of the State, 
vested in the said John B. Scott, John C. Nightingale, and Wade Hampton, as trustees, or otherwise. 

That Wade Hampton, by indenture, bearing date the 6th day of March, 1795, granted and sold to Adam Tunno, 
James Miller, and James Warrington, their heirs and assigns forever, the whole of the said tract as contained within 
the original grant from the State of Georgia to the said Mississippi Company, with all the rights, privileges, and pre- 
emptions appurtenant thereto. And that James Warrington on the 21st day of February, 1795, sold and conveyed 
to Hugh Rose, all the right, title, and interest, which he, the said James Warrington, held in the said Mississippi Com- 
pany, being the one-twelfth part and the one-fifth of one-twelfth, making together one-tenth thereof, containing one 
hundred and fifty thousand acres. : 

‘That Hugh Rose, by indenture, under his hand and seal, bearing date the 20th day of February, ——, conveyed 
to Valentine Jones the one-half as well of the one million two hundred thousand acres, purchased of James Gunn 
and Wade Hampton, (part of the tract granted by the State of Georgia to the Georgia Company) as of the one- 
twelfth and one-fifth part of one-twelfth of the tract granted to the Upper Mississippi Congeny, purchased of James 
Warrington; so that the said lands are now held in equal and undividedproportions between the said Hugh Rose and 
Valentine Jones, who have never conveyed the same, or any part thereof, toany other person or persons, nor have they 
received or authorized any other person to receive any part of the original purchase money from the State of Georgia. 

‘That the said several tracts of land having been lately ceded by the State of Georgia to the United States, your 
memorialists have judged it necessary to lay this their claim before your honors, with copies of the several papers 
therein referred to, the originals whereof, when called for, will be pruduced, and if it shall be thought proper by the 
United States to grant a reasonable compensation in lieu of this their clau., they will be ready to treat for the same, 
at such time, and in such manner, as you will be pleased to point out. 

- ’ 
THOMAS STRETCH, Attorneys to V. Jones. 


B. No. 9. 


Accompanying the preceding letter, B. No. 1. 
SraTe oF Georeia: 

Articles of agreement made and concluded upon this first day of January, in year of our Lord, 1795, between 
James Gunn, Matthew M’Allister, George Walker, Zachariah Cox, Jacob Waldburger, William Longstreet, James 
Gunn, in trust for his friend Wade Hampton, as well for himself as for William Stick, jun., and Gideon Denison, 
all at present of the town of Augusta, gentlemen. Whereas, the aforesaid persons did form themselves into a com- 
pany, known and distinguished by the name of the Georgia Company, for the purpose of purchasing from the said 
State a part of her unlocated Western territory, and on the written application of the aforesaid James Gunn, Mat- 
thew M’Allister, and George Walker, for themselves and their associates, the beforenamed personsdid propose to 
purchase trom the Legislature of the said State all that tract or district of country described as follows: all that 
tract or parcel of land, including islands, situate, lying, and being within the following boundaries, this is to say 
beginning on the Mobile bay, where the latitude thirty-one degrees north of the equator intersects the same running 
thence up the said bay, to the mouth of the lake Tensaws; thence, up the said lake Tensaw, to the Alabama river, 
including Curry’sand all other islands therein; thence, up the said river Alabama, to the junction of the Cousee and 
Oakfuskee rivers; thence, up the Cousee river above the big shoals, to where it intersects the latitude of thirty-four 
degrees north of the equator; thence, a due west course to the Mississippi river; thence, down the middle of the said 
river to the latitude thirty-two degrees forty minutes; thence, a due east course to the Den or Tombigbee river; 
thence, down the middle of said river toits junction with the'Alabama river; thence, down the middle of the said river 
to the Mobile bay; thence, down the said Mobile bay, to the place of beginning. And whereas, it has been found ex- 
pedient to dispose of a considerable quantity of the said lands to divers persons, for the purpose of raising a fund to 
effect the purchase of the same; and the said parties have also found it necessary to distribute toa variety of citizens 
of this State certain sub-shares or quantities thereof, in order that the benefit of such purchase, if any there be, 
should be as generally diffused as possible; now therefore, it is mutually agreed upon, by and between the said James 
Gunn, Matthew M’Allister, George Walker, Zachariah Cox, Jacob Waldburger, William Longstreet, James Gunn, 
in trust for his friend Wade Hampton, as well for himself as for the said William Stick the younger, and Gideon 
Denison, and their several and respective heirs, executors and administrators, for the better securing the remaining 
quantity of land, within the limits aforesaid, to the abovenamed James Gunn, Matthew M’Allister, Compr Walker, 
Zachariah Cox, Jacob Waldburger, William Longstreet, James Gunn, in trust for his friend Wade Hampton, as 
well for himself as for the said William Stick the younger, and Gideon Denison, and their respective representatives, 
as aforesaid; they mutually agree with each other for themselves and their respective representatives, in the follow- 
ing manner, that is to say that the said several persons and their respective representatives, as aforesaid, except the 
said William Stick the younger, and Gideon Denison, who have transferred their respective shares to the said 
Wade Hampton, shall be, and they are hereby equally entitled to all the lands that may remain unappropriated and 
undisposed of, and also to any surplus which now is, or may hereafter appear, to be within the limits before described, 
share and share alike, as tenants in common, and not as joint tenants, and all expenses and disbursements which 
have taken place, or reasonable charges which may hereafter accrue in carrying the disposition of the company into 
effect, shall be borne by the said parties and their respective representatives equally, and the profits or produce of 
any sale, which shall be made at any time or times hereafter, by direction of a majority of said company, or their 
respective representatives as aforesaid, of any part or parcel, or the whole of said land, shall be divided between the 
company and their respective representatives, share and share alike, as aforesaid: and further, it is the true intent 
and meaning of these presents, and of the parties hereunto subscribing, that the said parties and their repective re- 
presentatives shall be equally benefited by the purchase of the aforesaid territory, and shall share in all respects the 
same advantages or disadvantages. In witness whereof, the said parties have interchangeably set their hands and 


seals the day and year above written. 
JAMES GUNN, for self and friend [1. s.] 
MATTHEW M’ALLISTER, [L. s.] 


GEORGE WALKER, [L. s. 

ZACH. COX, [L. « 
JACOB WALDBURGER, He 8. ] 
W. LONGSTREET, L. 8.] 
W. HAMPTON, [L. s.] 


Sealed and delivered in presence of 


JoserH Ware, 
T. Sumter, Jr. 
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Whereas, since the execution of the annexed instrument of writing, the Legislature, in and by an act passed 
and dated at Augusta, the 7th day of January, in the present year of our Lord, 1795, entitled An act supplementary 
to an act for appropriating part of the unlocated territory of this State, for the payment of the late State troops, and 
for other purposes therein mentioned; declaring the right of this State to the unappropriated territory thereof, for the 
protection and support of the frontiers of this State, and for other purposes. ‘The land included within the limits 
described 7 the annexed agreement is sold unto James Gunn, Matthew M’ Allister, and George Walker, and their 
associates the Georgia Company, being the persons named in the said agreement. Now we, the said members of 
the Georgia company, for us and our respective representatives, do hereby ratify by these presents, every matter 
and thing contained in said agreement, and do hereunto annex a schedule or list of persons whoare entitled to our 
interest in said company, and the quantity contained therein, which is the whole quantity of land disposed of by the 
said company, in any manner or way whatever, and which list forms a part of this agreement: and it is fully under- 
stood and agreed upon that the said Georgia Company do consist of the following persons and number of shares, 
that is to say: James Gunn, one share for himself, and another for his friend; Matthew M’ Allister, one share; George ° 
Walker, one share; Zachariah Cox, one share; Jacob Waldburger, one share; William Longstreet, one share; 
and gg Hampton, three shares; being ten equal parts, or original shares, and that each share shall be entitled to 
one vote. 

Witness our hands and seals, this 10th day of January, 1795. 


JACOB WALDBURGER, [1. s.] 
WILLIAM LONGSTREET, [t. s.} 
W. HAMPTON, Lz. s. 
JAMES GUNN, /or self and friend, (1. s.] 
MAT. M’AI.LISTER, [1. s.] 
GEO. WALKER, [z. s.] 
ZACH. COX, [L. s.] 
Sealed and delivered in presence of 
JosepH Ware, 
T. Sumpter, Jun. 























Shares. Cash. Acres. | Shares. Cash. Acres. 
The Hon. James Wilson, 10 £25,000 750,000 || Mat. and James Johnstone, 
Mr. Andrew M’Credie, 2 2,000 150,000 | and James Robertson, - 1 £1,000 75,000 
John Currie, - - 2 2,000 150,000 || Richard Wayne, - - 1 1,000 75,000 
Thomas Young, - - 4 5,000 300,000 || George Woodruff, - 03 666 662 50,000 
Joseph Miller, - - 2 2,000 150,000 || James Warrington, - 4 4,000 300,000 
John Fox, - - 2 2,000 150,000 || John Davis, - - | 200 56,000 
Owen Owens, - - 3 3,000 225,000 || Mrs. Elizabeth Carnes, - 05 178 50 50,000 
John M’Iver, - - Q 2,000 150,000 || R. (+. Harper, - a 9 1,000 75.000 
Emanuel Warbersie, - 2 2,000 150,000 entation 
Benjamin Sims, - 1 1,000 75,000 3,006,000 
George Ker, : « 4 1,000 75,000 = 
1. John King, - - - 112,000 |) 44. Matthew Talbott, - - - 28,000 
2. Ferdinand O’ Neal, - - 112,000 || 45. Arthur Fort, . - - 28,000 
3. William Cauthorn, - - 74,000 || 46. Jeremiah Cuyler, - - - 28,000 
4. Roger P. Saunders, (for Davis Gresham) 74,000 || 47. Darold M’Leod,_ - - - 28,000 
5. Robert Walton, . - - 74,000 || 48. Edward Watts, = - - - 37,000 
6. Thomas Wylly,  - - - 74,000 || 49. John Randolph, — - - - 28,000 
7. Samuel Wright, - - : 74,000 || 50. Benj. Harris, (for self and sons,) - 28,000 
8. Joseph Watts, (for Luke Mann,) - 74,000 || 51. John Green, - - - 28,000 
9. Henry Hampton, - - - 74,000 }| 52. John Appling, - - - 28,000 
10. Roberts Thomas, - - - 74,000 || 53. John Foster, - - - 28,000 
11. Thomas Napier, (in name of Rob. Randolph,) 56,000 || 54. Henry Hughes, — - - - 37,000 
12, 55. Jacob Wood, - - - 28,000 
13. Roger Parker Saunders, - - 112,000 |} 56. John Cobb, : - - 28,000 
14, Stephen Heard, - - - 56,000 || 57. Robert Flournoy, - - - 28,000 
15. Archibald Gresham, - - 56,000 || 58. Abraham Simons, - - 28,000 
16. Reuben Wilkinson, - - 56,000 || 59. Brighton Dawson, Hugh M’Gehee, and 
17. Henry Gindrat, — - - - 56,000 - Wm. Howell, - - - 28,000 
18. Benjamin Sims, (for Richard Warsham,) 74,000 || 60. William Fitzpatrick, and Oliver Porter, 28,000 
19. Rosewell King, ~- - - 56,000 || 61. Col. Gamble, of Virginia, — - - 28,000 
20. P. J. Carnes, (for Richard Carnes,)  - 74,000 || 62. Robert G. Harper, . - 56,000 
21. William Moubray, - - 56,000 || 63. William Poe, - - - 28,000 
22, James Warrington, (for William Harden,) 56,000 || 64. Alexander M’Millan, : - 28,000 
23. William T. Booker, (for William Moore,) 56,000 || 65. James Warrington, - - 50,000 
24. Wm. G. Gilbert, - - - 56,000 || 66. Andrew M’Credie, (for Mrs. M’Laws, ) 28,000 
25. Philip Howell, (for Caleb Howell,) — - 56,000 || 67. Robert Raines, - - : 28,000 
26. John Davis, (one-third for self, and one sub- 68. Thomas Raiburn, : : - 56,000 
share, and one-third for J. Walker,) 74,000 || 69. Thomas Heard, - - - 56,000 
27. Lachlan M’ Intosh, - - 112,000 || 70. William Urquhart, - - 28,000 
28. Benjamin Sims, - - - 28,000 || 71. Harrison Musgrove, - - 56,000 
29. Seaborn Jones, . “ - 112,000 || 72. Samuel Jack, - - - 56,000 
30. Richard Dickenson, - - 28,000 |} 73. Brig. Gen. Glasscock. - - 56,000 
31. The Hon. J. P. Carnes, - . 112,000 || 74. John C. Nightingale, - 56,000 
32. George Henning, - - - 28,000 aa 
33. Benj. Sims, (for Thomas McCall) - 112,000 6,700,C00 
34. Philip Clayton, — - - - 112,000 |] 75. Robert and John Forsyth. = - - 28,000 
35. James Clay, Jr. (for himself and C. Wood- = 
ruff) - ; : - 28,000 6,728,000 
36. Francis Tennil, —- > - 28,000 || One million reserved by law, to be subscribed 
37. John Powell, - - - 28,000 by the citizens, - - - 1,000,000 
38. John Y. Noell, - - - 28,000 — 
39. Charles Crauford, - - - 28,000 7,728,000 
40. David Creswell, = - - - 28,000 || John Clark, = - - - - 28,000 
41, William Triplett, - . - 28,000 ———. 
42. Wm. T. Booker, - - - 28,000 7,756, 000 
43. Elijah Clark, - - . 56,000 ” 





James Moss and Joun Tasor. 
19 P 
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NOTE BY THE COMMISSIONERS, 


The persons designated as money sharers do not appear to have all become associates. Exclusively of the land 
assigned to James Wilson, the persons in whose name a deed was made by the Company on account of that advance 


n money, were: 


Number of Shares. Number of Shares. 
Thomas Young, - - 6 Emanuel Wambersie, - - 2 
Joseph Miller, - - - 2 John M’Iver, = - - - 2 
Benjamin Sims, - - 1 John Fox, “ * - 2 
Owen Owen, - - - 3 Richard Wayne, - - 1 
Andrew M’Credie, : - 2 George Ker, - - - 2 
John Currie, - - - 2 





All of which, the nine first shares excepted, have been surrendered, and the purchase money drawn from the 
treasury by the parties. 

The names of the sub-sharers who were members of the Legislature, and voted in favor of the law, are printed 
in italics. Numbers 11 and 13 were members, but did not vote on the law. 


C. 


FORM OF A SUB-SHARE. 


STATE OF GEORGIA: No. 37. 

We, the grantees of the Georgia Company, do hereby certify that John Powell, Esq. of the aforesaid State- 
holds to himself, his executors and administrators, one-half of a sub-share, containing twenty-eight thousand acres» 
in this company, he paying the sum of two cents and one-third per acre, to the said grantees, or their agent, on or be- 
fore the 7th day of August next; otherwise the said land shall become forfeited to the company, and this certificate 
void, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the said company: and we do further certify that, so soon as the 
mortgage on the lands. contained in this company’s purchase from the said State, shall be fully paid and satisfied, the 
said John Powell shall, upon returning this certificate to the company, receive from them a certificate of a ne- 
gotiable nature. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands, at Augusta, the 9th day of January, 1795. 

JAMES GUNN, 
MATTHEW McALLISTER, 
GEORGE WALKER. 


Attest, 
W. Uraquuart, Assistant Secretary, Georgia Company. 


Received, Augusta, 24th July, 1795, six hundred and fifty-three dollars and thirty-three and one-half cents, 
being the purchase money on the above. 
W. URQUHART, Assistant Secretary. 


(Endorsed on the back, Joun Powe tt.) 


Dp. 
STATE OF GEORGIA: 

We, Zachariah Cox and Matthias Maher, under the firm of the Tennessee Company, by an act of the General 
Assembly of the State aforesaid, passed at Augusta, the 7th day of January, 1795, vesting in us all that tract of ter- 
ritory, including islands, situate, lying, and being within the following boundary lines, that is to say: ‘* Beginning 
at the mouth of Bear creek, on the south side of the Tennessee river; thence, up the said creek, to the most southern 
source thereof; thence, due south, to the latitude of 34° 10 north of the equator; thence, a due east course, one hun- 
dred and twenty miles; thence, a due north course, to the Great Tennessee river; thence up the middle of said river, 
to the northern boundary line of this State; thence, a due west course, along the said line, to where it intersects the 
Great Tennessee river, below the Mussel shoals; thence, up the said river, to the place of beginning.” 

__ We have agreed between ourselves to let sundry persons have part of the said territory, as will appear by cer- 
tificates issued by us, and quoted in the following words, that is to say: 


STATE OF GEORGIA: No. —. 

In pursuance of an act of the Legislature of the State aforesaid, passed at Augusta, on the 7th day of January, 
1795, vesting in the subscribers a certain tract of territory of the said State, lying on the great bend of the river Ten- 
nessee, as fully described by the said act. We hereby certify, that —-——, or his assigns, is entitled to the one 
four hundred and twentieth part of the said territory: Provided, the sum of the one four hundred and twentieth part of 
the full purchase money for said territory is paid unto ————, or his agent, on or before the 1st day of August 
next ensuing, when a deed of conveyance will be issued, in lieu of this certificate, to the said » or his as- 
signs, conformably to the said act. And in case the said ————, or his assigns, should fail in paying the sum 
above specified, then this certificate is declared by the subscribers to be null and void. 

Dated at Augusta, this —— day of ——, 1795. - a 







































































By His Excellency 


Know ye, 
ge one to three, Y 
hath certified the proceedings of the Senate, 
dings are hereunto annexed. Therefore, all | 
heir and each of their certificate and attestation as such. 
eof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the great seal of this State to be put and affixed, 
in Louisville, this twentieth day of January, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and 
three, and in the twenty-seventh year of the independence of the United States of America. 


JOHN MILLEDGE, [z.s.] 


procee 
given t 


In testimony wher 
at the State House, 
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Names of persons to whom certificates of shares are issued, viz: 
Date Names. No. Agents. Date. Names. No Agents 
1795. 1795. 

Jan. 9 Lachlan M’Intosh, 1 | M. Maher. |} Jan. 10. Wn. Fitzpatrick, 71 | M. Maher 
Do. Do. 2 Do. Do. Du. 72 Do. 
Do. Do. 3 Do. Do. Joseph Philips, 73 Do. 
Do. _ Do. 4 Do. Do. Do. 74 Do. 
Do. Ferdinand O’Neal, 5 Do. Do. James Scarlet, 75 | Zach. Cox 
Do. Do. 6 Do. Do. 0. 76 Do. 
Do. Do. 7 Do. Do. Francis Willis, 77 | M. Maher 
Do. Do. 8 Do. Do. Do. 78 Do. 
Do. Roger P. Saunders, 9 Do. Do. Bedford Brown, 79 | Zach. Cox 
Do. Do. 10 Do. Do. Do. 80 Do. 
Do. Do. 11 Do. Do. John Clark, 81 Do. 
Do. Do. 12 Do. Do. : Do. 82 Do. 
Do. Benjamin Sims, for 13 Do. Do. Elijah Clark, 83 Do. 
Do. Richard Worsham, 14 Do. Do. Do. 84 Do. 
Do. Roswell King, 15 Do. Do. Samuel H. Marlow, | 85 | M. Maher 
Do. 0. 16 Do. Do. Do. 86 Do. 
Do. John Z. L. M. Maxwell. | 17 Do. Do. Thomas P. Carnes, 87 Do. 
Do. Do. 18 Do. Do. 0. 88 Do. 
Do. Thomas Wylly, 19 Do. Do. Joseph Ryan, 89 | Zach. Cox 
Do. Do. 20 Do. Do. Do. 90 Do. 
Do. Samuel Wright, 21 Do. Do. Do. 91 Do. 
Do. Do. 22 Do. Do. Do. 92 Do. 
Do. Do. 23 Do. Do. George Walker, 93 | M. Maher 
Do. 0. 24 Do. Do. Do. 94 Do. 
Do. John King, 25 Do. Do. Do. 95 Do. 
Do. 0. 26 Do. Do. Do. 96 Do. 
Do. Do. 27 Do. Do. John Smith, 97 | Zach. Cox 
Do. Do. 28 Do. Do. Do. 98 Do. 

Jan. 10 Isaac Walker, 29 Do. Do. Do. 99 Do. 
Do. Do. 30 Do. Do. Do. 100 Do. 
Do. Richard Carnes, 31 Do. Do. John F. Gardiner, 101 | M. Maher 
Do. 0. 32 Do. Do. Do. 102 Do. 
Do. Do. 33 Do. Do. Do. 103 Do. 
Do. Do. 34 Do. Do. _ De. 104 Do. 
Do. Joseph Farbrough, 35 Do. Do. William Cox, 105 | Zach. Cox 
Do. Do. 36 Do. Do. Do. 106 Do. 
Do. Do. 37 Do. Do. Do. 107 Do. 
Do. Do. 38 Do. Do. Do. 108 Do. 
Do. Benjamin Porter, 39 | Zach. Cox Do. Stephen Heard, 109 Do. 
Do. Do. 40 Do. Do. Do. 110 Do. 
Do. Robert Reins, 4l Do. Do. Do. 111 Do. 
Do. Do. 42 Do. Do. __ Do. 112 Do. 
Do. William Poe, 43 | M. Maher Do. Daniel Gains, 113 | M. Maher 
Do. Do. 44 Do. Do. Do. 114 Do. 
Do. Do. 45 Do. Do. Do. 115 Do. 
Do. John Thomas, 46 Do. Do. 0. 116 Do. 
Do. 0. 47 Do. Do. William Downs, 117 | Do. 
Do. Benajah Smith, 48 Do. Do. Do. 118 Do. 
Do. Thomas Napier, 49 Do. Do. Do. 119 Do. 
Do. Do. 50 Do. Do. Do. 120 Do. 
Do. Robert Flournoy, 51 Do. Do. John Strother, 121 Do 
Do. Do. 52 Do. Do. Do. 192 Do. 
Do. Reuben de Jernatte, | 53 Do. Do. Do. 193 Do. 
Do. 0. 54 Do. Do. Do. 124 Do. 
Do. Wade Hampton, for | 55 Do. Do. Thomas Gilbert, 125 Do. 
Do. Jarrad Banks, 56 Do. Do. Do. 126 Do. 
Do. Do. 57 Do. Do. Do. 127 Do. 
Do. Do. 58 Do. Do. Do. 128 Do. 
Do. Charles Crawford, 59 Do. Do. Anderson Watkins, {129 Do. 
Do. Laird M. Harris, 60 Do. Do. Do. 130 Do. 
Do. James Warrington, 61 Do. Do. Do. 131 Do. 
Do. 0. 62 -Do. Do. Do. 132 Do. 
Do. Archibald Gresham, | 63 Do. Jan. 11, Zach. Cox, 133 Do. 
Do. _ Do. 64 Do. “12. From No. 133 to 252 Do. 
Do. Davies Gresham, 65 Do. 98, Matthias Maher, 253 | Zach. Cox 
Do. 0. 66 Do. ~ From No. 253 to 372 Do. 
Do. Wn. Poe, 67 Do. Feb. 25 Matthias Maher, 373 Do. 
Do. Do. 68 Do. Do. From No. 373 to 396 Do. 
Do. Arthur Ford, 69 Do. Do. Zachariah Cox, 397 | M. Maher. 
Do. Do. 70 Do. Do. From 397 to 420 Do. 

GEORGIA: 


Joun Mittepce, Governor and Commander-in-chief of the Army and Navy of this States 
and of the Militia thereof, to all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


That James Bozeman, Esq. who hath certified the proceedings of the House of Representatives, from 


is Deputy Clerk of the said House 


of Representatives; and that William Robertson, Esq. who 


from page four to five, is Secretary to the said Senate, and all of which 


By the Governor 


ue faith, credit, and authority, are and ought to be had, and 


HOR. MARBURY, Secretary of the State. 
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No. 1. 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Fripay, January 2, 1795. 


The bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act for appropriating a part of the unlocated territory of 
this State for the payment of the late State troops, and for other purposes therein mentioned, declaring the right of 
this State to the unappropriated territory thereof, for the protection and support of the frontiers of this State, and 
for other purposes, was read the third time, and several amendments made thereto. 

On motion of Mr. Moubray, 

Resolved, That the bill as amended do pass, and that the bill be an act, supplementary to an act, entitled an act 
for appropriating a part of the unlocated territory of this State, for the payment of the late State troops, and other 
purposes therein mentioned, declaring the right of this State to the unappropriated territory thereof, for the protec- 
tion and support of the frontiers of this State, and for other purposes. 


On the question put thereupon, the yeas and nays being required, are as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Carnes, Gindrot, Gresham, Gelbert,S. Heard, Hardin, ‘T. Heard, Howell, King, Longstreet, 
Moubray, Musgrove, Moore, McIntosh Raburn. Watkins, Wilkinson, Worsham, and Walker—19. 
Nays—Messrs. Gibbons, I. Jones, G. Jones, [. Jones, Lanear, Lewis, McNeil, Mitchell, and Shepherd—9. 


Ordered, That the clerk do carry the same to the Senate, and desire their concurrence. 


en 


a ee 


I certify that the foregoing is truly taken from the Journal of the House of Representatives. 


JAMES BOZEMAN, for 
HINES HOLT, Clk. House of Representatives. 


LovisviILiE, January 20, 1803. 


ee 


IN SENATE—Satourpay, January 3, 1795. 


is saben AR ES ee aes 


The bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled an act for appropriating a part of the unlocated 
territory of this State for the payment of the late State troops, and for other purposes therein mentioned, declaring 
the right of this State to the unappropriated territory thereof, for the protection and support of the frontiers of this 
State, and for other purposes, was taken up and read a second time. 

The Senate then proceeded to the third reading of the bill, and 

On question, shail the bill pass under the title above? ‘The yeas and nays being required, are as follows: 
Yreas—Messrs. King, Wright, O’Neal, Wyllie, Walton, Hampton, Cawthorn, Gresham, Thomas, Mann—10. 
Nays—Messrs. Milledge, Lanier, Morrison, Irwin, Blackburn, Pope, Mitchell, Wood—8. 


So it passed in the affirmative. 
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I certify that the aforegoing is truly taken from the Journal of the Senate. 


WILL. ROBERTSON, Secretary of the Senate. 
LovIsviLLe. January 20, 1803. 
F, 
GEORGIA: 


By his honor David Emanuel, President of the Senate, and Commander-in-chief of the army and navy of this State, 
and of the militia thereof. 


“oe: 


To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that George R. Clayton, Esq., who certifies the annexed extract from the Journals of the House of 
Representatives of this State, is duly authorized to act for Hines Holt, Esq., Clerk thereof. ; 
Therefore, all due faith, credit, and authority, are, and ought to be had and given to his attestation and certificate 
as such. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the great seal of this State to be put and affixed, 
at the State House, in Louisville, this 25th day of August, in the year of our Lord 1801, and in the 26th year of the 


independence of the United States of America. 
DAVID EMANUEL, [1. s. ] 
By the President and Commander-in-chief. 
, HOR. MARBURY, Secretary of State. 


<r t eete 


GEORGIA: 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Monpay, January 25, 1796, 


Mr. James Jackson, from the committee to whom the constitutionality and validity of the act for the disposal of the 
western lands, together with the petitions and remonstrances of the people were referred, brought in a report, 
which being delivered in at the clerk’s table, was read, and agreed to by the House, and is as follows: 


The committee to whom the constitutionality and validity of the act for the disposal of the western lands, to- 
gether with the petitions and remonstrances of the people were referred, report five other affidavits on the corruptions 
practised to obtain the act, and submit the propriety of entering the proofs already laid before the House, and those 
which may be laid before them, on the journals of the House, in order to perpetuate such testimony, and for that 
purpose recommend the following resolution. : : 

Resolved, That all such proots relating to the fraud and corruptions practised to obtain the act for the disposal of 
the Western territory of this State, be entered by the Clerk on the Journals of the House, in order that the testi- 
mony so given may be perpetuated, as well for the satisfaction of the Legislature and to show the grounds on which 
they proceeded, as to hand down to future Legislatures the base means by which the rights of the people were at- 
tempted to be bartered. 

Agreeably to the foregoing report and resolve, the affidavits taken before the committee and exhibited to the 


House, being read, are as follows: 
Groraia, Burke County, January 16, 1796. 


Russe. Jones, Senator from the county of Franklin, being duly sworn, maketh oath, that some time in the last 
summer, Thomas Raburn, Esq. a representative from the said county in the last Legislature, was at his house, when 
James Cail and several others were also present, and talking together on the subject of the sale of the Western 
territory of this States the said Cail told Raburn that he did not blame him for selling the land, but for selling his 
vote so much lower than what other members did; that he, Raburn, had sold his vote for six hundred dollars, and 
that others had got a thousand; Raburn replied, that it showed he was easily satisfied, and was not greedy. 

RUSSELL JONES. 

Sworn in presence of the committee of the House of Representatives, before me, 

Tuomas Lewis, J. P. 
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Stare or Georaia, Burke County. 


Before Thomas Lewis, Esquire, one of the Justices of Peace for the county aforesaid, personally appeared Clem- 
ent Lanier, Esquire, one of the representatives of the Legislature of this State, who being sworn on the Holy Evange- 
lists of Almighty God, desposeth and saith, that during the last session of the Legislature at Augusta, in the winter 
of the year 1794, he being a member of the House of Representatives, and sitting on the same seat with Henry 
Gindrat, another of the members of that House, before the Speaker took the chair, the said Gindrat recommended 
to him to be in favor of selling the Western lands, for that he, the said Gindrat, understood it worth our notice, for 
Mr. Thos. Wylly, a Senator from Effingham county, had told said Gindrat that he, the said Wylly, could have eight 
or ten likely negroes for his part; and the deponent further saith, that, on the same day, in the afternoon, the said 
Thos. Wylly came into the lobby of the House, and beckoned to the deponent, who followed him out, when a 
conversation commenced about the Yazoo act; that, at this time, a Mr. Denison came by and asked what we were 
upon; the said Wylly answered the land business; the said Denison then came up, and Wylly withdrew; the said 
Denison then told the deponent that he did not pretend to advise any member to be in favor of selling the land, but 
those who were in favor of it were handsomely provided for, and that if the deponent thought proper to be in favor 
of selling, that he should have part, and that the said Denison said he was a purchaser of such of the members? parts 
as had a mind to sell, but understood that some of the members pretended to ask eight or ten negroes for a share, 
or their share; he said he could not give so much, but the deponent might depend he would purchase; the deponent 
further saith that, previous to any of the before recited circumstances, Mr. William Longstreet, one of the members 
of the said Legislature, frequently called on the deponent, and asked him why he was not in favor of selling the 
Western lands? who answered, he did not think it right to sell to companies of speculators; the deponent at this time 
wishing to make further discovery of the conduct of the members on that sale, and, therefore, affected to be inclined 
to come into the measure, and by that means kept up a conversation about it occasionally: that, on the day the bill 
received its first reading, before the House was convened, the said Longstreet spoke to the — to get his ap- 
probation to the sale; the deponent asked him to show him what security the members had of the purchasers; when 
the said Longstreet presented a certificate entitling the bearer to two shares of twenty-five thousand acres each, 
signed by Nathaniel Pendleton, chairman; he, the deponent, then told the said Longstreet, that that was not what 
he had formerly told him was a member’s share; for that the said Longstreet had before said a member’s share was 
seventy-five thousand acres, that the said Longstreet then told the deponent if he would wait a few minutes, or an 
hour, he would bring him another certificate from Gunn’s company for the same number of acres; that the de- 
ponent, in order to disengage himself from the conversation, then said the security was not sufficient to entitle him 
to the land. That the said Longstreet then told the deponent, if he was not satisfied with the certificate, he would 
give him one thousand dollars for it, or for them; the deponent then presented the certificate tothe said Long- 
street, and went into the House, which was the last interview hehad on the subject. The deponent further saith, 
that the shares offered him, as aforesaid, were expressly designed to induce him, the deponent, to vote for the bill 
for disposing of the Western territory. 

CLEM. LANIER, 


Sworn to, 2s aforesaid. 


Peter L. Van Allen, being duly sworn, saith that, on or about the 12th or 13th of January, 1795, he was in 
company with Mr. Gindrat, who, the deponent understood, was a member of the Legislature then. lately adjourned; 
that, in consequence of the advice of R. P. Sanders, Esquire, another member of the same Legislature, who advise 
the deponent to purchase some of the Western lands which the said Legislature had sold, and in the purchase of 
which the deponent understood the said R. P. Sanders, Esquire, was interested, and from the information of the said 
R. P. Sanders, Esquire, that they would purchase between them two shares in Gunn’s company, and, to best of the 
deponent’s recollection, two shares in Glascock’s company, for one thousand dollars; that the said Gindrat told the 
deponent, in a conversation on that subject, that he should have his, said Gindrat’s, shares for that sum, provided the 
money was paid by a certain time; that, in consequence, the deponent went to exchange some Governor’s warrants 
for money, and when he returned Gindrat refused'to let him have them, having, as the deponent understood and 
believed, met with a better market. The deponent further saith, that he believes, and then understood, that a cer- 
tain quantity was allotted to each member in the majority, who were not to pay any money therefor in advance, and 
were particularly indulged, until the whole of the purchase money was payable at the treasury, in consequence of 
their vote and support of the law for selling the pail ' 

The deponent further saith, that Roger P. Sanders, Esquire, told the deponent that he had made a contract with 
Lachlan M’Intosh, Esquire, who was, as the deponent understood, a member of the same General Assembly, for all 
the shares the said M’Intosh held in different companies, for which he had contracted to give him eight negroes, 
fifty barrels of rice, and a certain sum of money, which the deponent does not recollect; that this contract was 
made before the first bill was negatived by the Governors but that reservation being made in the second bill, in favor 
of the citizens and the State, would deduct considerably from the quantity of land in each share; he, the said R. P. 
Sanders, »bjected to giveso much; the said M’Intosh, however, urged the completing of the contract; the said R. P. 
Sanders! irther told the deponent that the contract was broken off by reason of that deduction. ‘The deponent 
further +. ith, that he was present in company with Lachlan M’Intosh, Esquire, and others, when some one of the 
company, he thinks Mr. M’Iitosh himself, said that he, the said M’Intosh, held six sharesin the Georgia Missis- 
sippi Company, which he offered at three hundred dollars premium each, and on the same day the deponent under- 
stood that he did sell them for a premium of two hundred and fifty dollars each, to one of the grantees of that 


company. 
PETER L. VAN ALLEN. 


Sworn to, as aforesaid. 


James Meriwether, Esquire, being first sworn before Thomas Lewis, Esquire, in presence of the committee of 
the House of Representatives, was asked the following questions: 


Ist. Were you not, or are you not now, treasurer to one of the companies which purchased the territory, claimed 
under the act of the last Legislature for disposing of the same, passed on the 7th January, 1795, entitled ** an act 
supplementary,”’ &c. 

2d. Who were associates in that company? 

3d. Do, or do you not, know where the list of the associates are kept? 

4th. Are you, or are you not, acquainted with the means by which the said act was obtained? 

5th. Do you, or do you not, know that some one or more of the members of the Legislature were holders of shares, 
directly or indirectly, in the purchase? 

6th. Did, or did not, some one or more of the members of the Legislature, pay unto you, as treasurer, money in 
payment of the purchase, and who and which of them? 

7th. Who was the treasurer previous to yourself P 

8th. Has the Georgia — paid up the whole of the purchase money? 

9th. At what time was it paid 

10th. Who are the treasurers of the other companies? 


Answers of James Meriwether to the questions uf the committee. 


Answer. 1st. Question—I was treasurer to the Georgia Mississippi Company, and received seventy pounds per 
annum for that duty, and resigned on coming to this place. 
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2d. Ido not know who they were; the accounts were opened, not in the names of persons, but by the number 
of certificates; when I received money, I receipted by the number of the certificate. 

3d. I do not. 

4th. Iam not. I am interested as a purchaser in that company. 

5th. Idonot. | ; mie ; 

6th. I never received any money from any member of the Legislature, as I recollect; but I am pretty certain I 
did not. 

7th. Mr. Amasa Jackson. 

8th. They have. 

9th. About the last of August, he thinks. 


I certify that the foregoing were the answers of James Meriwether to the questions of the committee, set down 
in the half-sheet hereunto annexed, the said James Meriwether being first sworn before me, in presence of the com- 


mittee. 
THOS. LEWIS, J. P. 


Questions asked Philip Clayton, Esquire. 


Ist. Question—Were you intimately acquainted with Roberts Thomas, Esquire, deceased, one of the Senate of 
the State of Georgia, during the last session of the Legislature at Augusta; and did he live in your house during that 
session: 

2d. Had you, or had you not conversation with him on the subject of the sale of the Western territory of this 
State, whilst that subject was in agitation, or before or after that time? 

3d. Did he, or did he not, tell you, or give you to understand, that he held a share or shares in some one or more 
of the companies who purchased the lands; and did he, or did he not, make known to you that such share or shares 
were given to him by the company or companies, without being liable to pay any money therefor; and that his certi- 
ficate differed from those given to persons out of the Legislature in that respect? 

4th. Are you, or are you not, acquainted with some one or more of the grantees of the said companies and have 
you, or have you not, heard some one or more of them say that the said Roberts Thomas did receive a gratuitous cer- 
tificate for a share or shares in the purchase, and that he would not be content with one in the usual form? 

5th. Have you, or have you not heard the said Roberts Thomas say, that he received any sum or sums of money 
from any of the companies, or any individual of those companies, either in consideration of his share or shares, or 
otherwise, for being in favor of the sale of the lands or have you, or have you not, heard any member of either of the 
said companies declare that the said Roberts Thomas did receive any sum or sums of money for, or on account of, 
such shares or otherwise, from any of the members of the said companies, for that consideration? 

6th. From every circumstance which has come to your knowledge, do you, or do you not know or believe that 
the said Roberts ‘Thomas, or any of the members of the last Legislature, were absolutely interested in the purchase 
of the Western lands, or did receive money, or other thing, to induce them or him to vote for the sale thereof? 

7th. Did you, or did you not, understand from the question you put to. Roberts ‘Thomas, when he brought you the 
money, and the manner in which he answered it, that he had received the money for his vote in the Legislature, or 
being in favor of the sale of land? 

8th. Do you, or do you not, know the associates of the respective companies? 


Answer. 1st Question—I was intimately acquainted with Mr. Thomas; he did live in my house during that 


session. 

2d. He had before, at, and after the passing the act. 

3d. After the passing of the act, he brought a considerable sum of money to my house, and asked me to take care 
of it; I believe it was two thousand dollars; on which I asked him how he got it, or if he got it for his proportion of 
the Jand, or words to that effect; he said, it is nothing to you, take care of it; and smiled. 

4th. Iam acquainted with the grantees of the companies; I never heard it from any of them. 

5th. I did not, but had my opinion. 

6th. I do not know, but suppose they were, from general suppositions. 

7th. I did suppose, from a knowledge of Mr. ‘Thomas’s circumstances, that he could not have got that sum of 


money, unless it had been in that way, either directly or indirectly. ; ; 
8th. Ido not. Mr Longstreet executed a renunciation of dower of lands belonging to the Georgia Company, 


in favor of Mr. Maher. 
PHI. CLAYTON. 
Sworn to, as aforesaid. 


James Terrell, Esq, being duly sworn, saith, Thomas Raburn, Esquire, one of the members of the last Legislature 
said in presence of this deponent, some small time after the rising of the General Assembly, that he, the said Raburn, had 
purchased a part of the Western lands, during that session, and whilst he was a member of the House of Represen- 


tatives, and that he had sold it again. 
JAS. TERRELL. 


Sworn to, as aforesaid. 


John Shepperd, Esquire, a member of the last Legislature at Augusta, being duly sworn, saith, that just before'the 
bill for the disposal of the Western lands came before the House at the last session, he had frequent conversations 
with William Longstreet, Esquire, another member of the Legislature, who recommended to the Fe AG em y tobe 
in favor of selling the lands, and if he would, he should come in for shares to the amount of one hundred thousand 
acres. ‘The deponent said he did not think it right to sell the lands, but the said Longstreet told him if he would, 
he might make a fortune for himself and family forever, or words to that effect. ‘The deponent said it would be 
injurious to the community, and it would be displeasing to our constituents to dispose of their rights. The said 
Longstreet then said it was no matter; that the deponent nor himself need not care, provided they could get the 
Jand, whether they ever came there again, or words to that effect. That the deponent had a conversation with Philip 
Clayton, at the State House, about the 20th of December, 1794, concerning the lands, when the said Clayton urged 
him, the deponent, to go home; that the same evening, the siid Clayton called the deponent into his office, and told 
the deponent that, provided he would give him, the said Clayton, an order on the Speaker for his warrant, which 
he said, by his calculation, was twenty-eight pounds, and go home immediately and return no more, that he would 
give the deponent seventy pounds; the deponent answered, that he had business up town, and returned to him no 
more that night; a few evenings afterwards, the said Clayton told the deponent he need not be angry with him, for 


that it was at the request of General Gunn, and he would pay the expense. 
JOHN SHEPPERD. 
Sworn to, as aforesaid. 


David Glen, sworn, saith, that he went down to Augusta during the last session of the Legislature, whilst the act 
for the sale of the Western lands was under the deliberation of the General Assembly; that he put up with Mr. Wil- 
kinson and Mr. Shepperd, two members of the General Assembly, at Mr. M’Teer’s in Augusta; that he frequently 
talked with Mr. Wilkinson on that subject, and advised him not to agree to sell it, for it would hurt his popularity; 
that the said Wilkinson said it would not, for that he thought it was best. That, after the deponent found the land 
would be sold, he was desirous to get part of it, and applied to Mr. Cox, one of the trustees in one company, to 
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know if he could get part; that Mr. Cox told the deponent he could not, for that all the shares were taken up; that he 
then applied to the said Reuben Wilkinson to know if he could act him a part, who said he would, and did let the depo- 
nent have a share, which was in the name of the said Reuben Wilkinson, and was for about twenty-seven thousand 
acres, or thereabout, subject to a deduction. The deponent further saith, that he frequently heard Reuben Wilkin- 
son say, after the Legislature rose, that he should make a great deal of money by that measure; that during the sit- 
ting of the Legislature, Mr. Longstreet frequently urged the deponent to try to prevail on Mr. Shepperd, another 
member, to go home; the — said he could not influence Mr. Shepperd: the deponent understood, and believed 
that the said Longstreet wished to get Mr. Shepperd to go home, to prevent him voting against the sale of the lands, 
that he likewise had a conversation with Mr. Wilkinson, whoalso asked the deponent if Shepperd would not go home. 
The deponent answered he did not know. When Wilkinson replied, by God I wish he would. The deponent 
further saith, that, before the Assembly rose, and before the Governor signed the bill, he, the said Wilkinson, showed 
the deponent two written certificates, for four shares each, or for a certain number of acres, the deponent does not 

recisely recollect, which said certificates did not mention that any sum was to be paid for them. They were signed 
by Nathaniel Pendleton, Chairman. He believes that, afterwards, the said Wilkinson showed the deponent two 
printed certificates from the Tennessee Company, one from the Georgia Company, for fifty-six thousand acies, sign- 
ed by James Gunn, Matthew M’ Allister and George Walker, he believes, and two printed certificates from the Geor- 
gia Mississippi Company; that the said Wilkinson informed the deponent the first two written certificates had been 


given up, and that he had received the last two printed ones in lieu thereof. 
DAVID GLEN. 


Sworn to, as aforesaid. 


Robert Flournoy, Esq. being duly sworn, saith that, at the last session of the Legislature before the last, he made 
an acquaintance with Judge Pendleton; that the said Judge Pendleton contemplated and made proposals to the 
Legislature to purchase a part of the vacant territory; that he then offered the deponenta share, provided the business 
succeeded; that not being the case, the deponent attended at the last session, when that subject came on the carpet 
again. That then William Longstreet called on the deponent one morning, at his lodgings, and informed him that 
he, the deponent, was set down for a share of seventy-five thousand acres, in the Georgia Company; that the depo- 
nent was informed that he was set down by the influence of General Gunn: the deponent further saith that the 
meetings of the Georgia Mississippi Company were held at the deponent’s quarters; that he was present at some of 
their meetings, and during the passage of the act for the disposal of the Western lands, he thinks General Gunn sent 
for the deponent, and asked him if he was intimate with Henry Mitchell, Esquire, a Senator from the county of War- 
ren. ‘The deponent answered he was. General Gunn then requested the deponent to go to him, the said Mitchell, 
and propose to him to take a share of seventy-five thousand acres of the lands, on the same terms of the other pur- 
chasers, and, at the same time, to urge him to vote for selling the land: the said Gunn mentioned that Captain Raines 
had a share of fifty-six thousand acres, or thereabouts, who was a brother-in-law to Mr. Mitchell, but that Mr. 
Mitchell should have a share exclusive of that. The deponent did make such a proposal, which Mr. Mitchell refus- 
ed. The deponent further saith, that the said General Gunn requested him, at some time during that session, and 
before the bill for selling the land was passed, to go to Roberts Thomas, a member of the Senate from Hancock 
county, and know if he was earnest in the business, for that he was fearful he did not intend to be uniform, for -he 
was afraid the fellow was frightened, or words of that_nature; that the deponent did call on Mr. ‘Thomas for that 
purpose, who told him that he meant to be uniform. The deponent, after the rising of the Legislature, saw the said 

homas in the streets of Augusta, when the said Thomas made this observation, *“*they blame me for speculation, 
now I will speculate, Flournoy; you have been speculating all your life, and I will make more money in two years 
than you have made in your whole life.” The deponent replied, I believe you have made more in two months, or 


less time. 
R. FLOURNOY. 
Sworn to, as aforesaid. 


Robert Flournoy, Esq. further saith, that Roberts Thomas, Esq. in a conversation on the subject before the meet- 
ing of the last Legislature, told the deponent he should be in favor of a sale, as he thought it would be an advantage 
to the State, if it came forward in a favorable shape. The deponent further saith, that General Gunn likewise told 
the deponent, during the sitting of the Legislature, that no member of the Legislature should or could expect to have 


a share if he did not vote for the bill. 
R. FLOURNOY. 


Tuomas Lewis. 


James Simms, Esq. one of the Representatives from the county of Columbia, being duly sworn, saith, that he had 
frequent conversations with Roberts Thomas, Esq. a member of the Senate of this State, at the last session of the 
Legislature at Augusta; that the deponent did frequently, during that session, and whilst the act for the disposal of 
the Western territory was in agitation, advise the said Roberts ‘Thomas not to vote for the. sale of the lands; that 
the said Thomas said there was an opportunity of making something very clever, and if he did vote for it, he would; 
the deponent told the said Roberts Thomas, that the purchasers would deceive him, and after he had voted in favor 
of it, = would get nothing; to which the said Thomas replied, he would take care to make himself secure before he 

ave his vote. 
. The deponent further saith, that, during the last session of the Legislature, whilst the said bill for the disposal of 
the Western lands was on-the carpet, General Gunn called on the deponent, and told him that he was fearful the 
bill would be lost. Luke Mann, Esq. a member of the Senate, as the deponent understood that day, voted against 
the bill; Gunn then said, Simms, I suppose, from what I have heard, you are a poor man, and you now have an op- 
portunity of making something handsome for yourself and family; if'you will prevail on Mann to vote for the bill, I 
will give you fifty thousand acres of iand. The deponent further saith, that the said Gunn told the deponent he 
would give the same, if he would get Mr. Wood, a senator, to vote for it, or any other member of the Senate; that 
he was in company with Mr. John King, and Mr. Samuel Wright, two members of the same Senate, at their quar- 
ters in Augusta; that a conversation arose about the sale of the Western lands; the deponent expressing himself op- 
posed to that measure, the said John King and Samuel Wright told the deponent he ought not to oppose it, for he 
might make something clever if he would come into the measure, or words of that nature. 
JAMES SIMMS. 


Sworn to, as aforesaid. 


Burrall Pope, Esq. one of the members of the last and present Senate of this State, being duly sworn, saith, that 
being a member of the Senate at the last session of Legislature, he lodged at Mr. Herbert’s, in Augusta, with Mr. 
Harrison Musgrove, then a member of the House of Representatives, from the said county; that one evening, whilst 
the bill for the disposal of the Western territory was in its passage, the said Musgrove told the deponent he had found 
out more than ever he knew before; that he had teat there were two shares in Cumming’s Company reserved 


for himself and every member that would take them; the deponent further saith that, at another time, said Musgrove 
said to the deponent, Friend Pope, I am authorized to tell you that you can have one hundred guineas for your part; 
to which the deponent answered he had no part; that another time the said Musgrove further told the deponent he 


might get five hundred silver dollars. 
BURRALL POPE. 
Sworn to, as aforesaid. 
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Henry G. Caldwell, Esq. being duly sworn, saith that, during the sitting of the last convention at Louisville, the 
deponent had a conversation with General Gunn, when the said Gunn asked the deponent who was to be Governor 
next year; the deponent said he heard Judge Stith mentioned; the said Gunn shook his head and said it would not 
do, that Stith had been ungrateful to his poor relations, for that he had made a great deal of money by the specula- 
tion and had not been generous to them: the deponent asked the said General Gunn, how much Judge Stith had 
made by that business; General Gunn answered, thirteen thousand dollars. The deponent then asked the said 
Gunn if the said Stith had a share in the lands; to which General Gunn gave no direct answer, but said he had en- 
gaged to give Judge Stith thirteen thousand dollars for his influence in passing the law for disposal of the lands; that 
if the law passed, Stith was to have the money; that the law had passed, and that, in consequence, he had given 
him a draught for the money, and he either had received, or would receive it. 

HENRY G. CALDWELL. 


David B. Mitchell, a member of the last as well as the present Legislature of the said State, being duly sworn, 
maketh oath and saith, that on his return from Augusta, after the rising of the Legislature, he rode in company with 
Thomas Wylly, Esq. a member of the Senate of that Legislature from the county of Effingham, when a conversa- 
tion took place between this deponent and the said Thomas Wylly, on the subject of the sale of the Western territory 
of this State, which took place during that session; when the said Thomas Wylly told this deponent that he, the 
said Wylly, had sold a share which he held in one of the companies who had purchased the said territory, to one 
Wilson, a merchant in Augusta, for which he had got a negro fellow named Dublin, which was either in full or in 
part for the said share; but this deponent believes the negro was only in part, for the said Wylly also informed this 
deponent that he had some money besides, which was 9 him on account of said shares and further, that the said 
negro Dublin was then riding behind the carriage in which the said Wylly and this deponent were; and this depo- 
nent further saith that, at the same time, the said Wylly told this deponent that he fees * make eight or ten negroes 
by the shares he held in the different companies who purchased the said territory; that this deponent then observed 
to the said Wylly, that he had not made as much as some others of the Senate had when the said Wylly observed 
that he had engaged too soon, that he was not so lucky as some of them who had held off until the last. 


D. B. MITCHELL. 
Sworn to, as aforesaid. 


Henry Mitchell, Esq. Senator from the county of Warren, in the last and present General Assembly, being 
duly sworn, saith, that during the sitting of the last Legislature at Augusta, the deponent was sent for by Mr. 
Cumming, one of the grantees of the Georgia Mississippi Company, to his house, where, in a conversation about the 
sale of the Western ssa {: the said Mr. Cumming asked the deponent his opinion as to the propriety of such 
sale; the deponent answered it was a subject that would come before him in the Senate, and, consequently, he did 
not think proper to form his opinion before it did come forwards that the said Mr. Cumming further told the depo- 
nent, that, provided he thought it right to sell the lands, he should not be precluded from having a share, although a 
member, for that the companies had made provision for shares for all the members, provided they thought fit to take 


them. 
; HENRY MITCHELL. 
Sworn to, as aforesaid. 


James M’Niel, Esq. a member of the Representative branch of the last Legislature. and now a member of the 
Senate, being duly sworn, saith that, in a short space of time after the adjournment of the last Legislature, he was 
in the town of Augusta, in company with Andrew Innis, who told him that he was one of the associates contemplated 
in an act passed by the aforesaid session, for disposing of a part of the Western territory of this State; that the 
purchasers and their associates were reduced to the necessity of passing a credit in favor of Roberts ‘Thomas, then 
Senator of Hancock county as an associate, for the full amount of eight clear shares of land, without his paying one 
shilling for the same; whereby they did procure the vote and interest of him, the said Thomas, in passing the afore- 
said act. That after the Legislature adjourned, the said Roberts was alarmed, and did propose to sell or let his 
eight shares, as aforesaid, revert to the grantees and their associates, for a sum not less than three nor more than five 
thousand dollars, which proposal was acceded to; and that he, as one of the associates, was called in for his propor- 
tionate part of the aforesaid sum, which he did pay; whereby the claim of the aforesaid Roberts was thereby extin- 
guished for and in the behalf of the grantees and their associates, or words to that effect. 

, JAS. M’NIEL. 


Sworn to, as aforesaid. 


John Thomas, being duly sworn, saith, that his late brother, Roberts ‘Thomas, a member of the Senate at the last 
Legislature, told the deponent that the companies who purchased the Western lands had complimented the said 
Roberts Thomas with something, either a share or shares, or something of that kind; that he does not suppose that his 
late brother could have had the sum of two thousand dollars in cash before the meeting of the Legislature, nor had 
he sold any part of his property about that time, as the deponent knew of; the deponent further saith, that his late 
brother was possessed of a note of hand for nine hundred dollars given by Jacob Walburgher, to which the name 
of A. Jones is signed as a witness; that he does not know that his brother sold Mr. Walburgher any property. 
The deponent further saith, that after his brother was wounded, he told the deponent he had voted for Fo sale of 
the lands, and thought he had done right, and was it to do again, he should do the same; that the deponent does not 
believe that the companies gave the said R. Thomas any moneys; and that if he had a large sum of money, he must 
have got it by the sale of the lands or shares which the companies had given him, as he supposes. 


‘ JOHN THOMAS, Jr. 
Sworn to, as aforesaid. 


James Lucas, being duly sworn, saith, that some time after the breaking up of the last Legislature, when Roberts 
‘Thomas, Esq. as a member of Senate in that Legislature had returned to Hancock county, that this deponent heard that 
the said Roberts Thomas was either selling, or about to sell off all his property, and to remove; that this deponent 
then went, with some of his neighbors, to the house of said ‘Thomas, and had some conversation with him on the 
sale of the Western territory; when the said Roberts Thomas informed him, this deponent, that he was, and always had 
been, in favor of the sale of said territory, and that the companies who had purchased the same had let him have a 
share or two in the said lands; and this deponent further saith, that on the day of election for members to Congress, 
the deponent saw a Mr. Walburgher at the election for Hancock county, who informed the deponent that he had 
purchased a share of the said lands from the said Roberts Thomas, and that he had given his note of hand for the 
same for nine hundred dollars, which share he, the said Walburgher, had afterwards sold, by which he made a profit 
of one hundred and twenty-five dollars; and this deponent further saith, that on or about the day on which the last 
Legislature adjourned, he was in Augusta, and that John King, Esq. a member of the Senate, carried the deponent 
to the house of Mr. Thomas Cumming, and there spoke, as he believes, to one of the grantees of the Georgia Mis- 
sissippi Company, to let ‘the deponent have a share in said company; that the deponent did, in consequence thereof, 
receive a certificate for one share, for which he paid one hundred dollars; and further, that some time in the begin- 
ning of August last, this deponent, being in Augusta, saw Mr. Reuben Wilkinson, a member of the last Legislature, 
there, who informed the deponent that he had a share in the Tennessee Company, and that he had but a few minutes 
before paid the balance of the purchase money therefor. 

JAMES LUCAS. 


Sworn to, as aforesaid. 
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Captain Robert Raines, being duly sworn, saith, that a day or two before the adjournment of the last Legislature, 
he was in Augusta, and in <a. with John King, Esq. a member of the Senate in that Legislature; that this 
deponent introduced to the said John King, Captain James Lucas; that said King then asked the said Lucas into - 
the house where the said King lodged, to drink some grog with; that, when the said King came out of the house, he 
informed this deponent he had given the said Lucas a share, by which he understood a share in some of the compa- 
nies who purchased the Western territory, and observed, at the same time, with an oath, that he had more lands 
besides than he and his sons knew what to do with; and that the deponent afterwards asked Captain Lucas whether 
the said King had given him the said share, and was answered that he had, but that he, the said Lucas, was to pay 
the purchase money, And this deponent further saith, that, during the sitting of the last Legislature, and previous 
to the passing of the act for the sale of the Western territory, Philip Clayton, Esq. Treasurer of this State, called 
on this deponent, and informed him, if you could prevail on Mr. Mitchell, a member of the Senate in that Legisla- 
ture, and the brother-in-law of this deponent, to go home, he, the deponent, might have five hundred dollars, pounds, 
or guineas, this deponent does not remember which, and any appointment from the Legislature he would ask, which 
was in their power to give. The said Clayton observed, at the same time, that as the deponent was the brother of 
Mr. Mitchell, he thought he might have influence enough with him to prevail on him to go home, as the act would 
be passed whether he went home or not; to which the deponent made some small reply, and the said Clayton then 
pa he hoped the deponent would not think any thing of him, for he was authorized to say what he did. “And this 
deponent further saith, that some time on or about the Ist of August last, he was in Augusta, and saw Richard 

arsham, a member of the last Legislature, there, who had a share in the Georgia Company, commonly called 
Gunn’s Company, and was offering the same for sale to Mr. Maher; that this deponent also saw Reuben Wilkinson, 
a member of the last Legislature, in Augusta, at the same time, who informed this deponent he had shares in the 
purchase of the Western lands, and that he wished to sell them. 
ROBERT RAINES. 


Sworn to, as aforesaid. 


Andrew Baxter, being duly sworn, maketh oath, that some time previous to the passing of the first bill for the 
disposal of the Western territory of this State, by the last Legislature, the deponent being at Augusta, and con- 
ceiving it a step hurtful to the country, thought it his duty to give-his thoughts to the representation of his county, 
which was Hancock, and accordingly called on Senator Roberts ‘Thomas, and reprobated the act, which said Thomas 
vindicated; that the deponent told him that it would be generally thought he was interested, if he voted in favor of 
the bill, when it was so generally disapproved of by his constituents; to which the said Thomas replied, that he did 
not know he was interested, but that those who voted in favor of the bill were provided for in the articles of the 
different companies; upon which the deponent replied, he should consider that as indirect bribery. 


: ANDREW BAXTER. 
Sworn to, as aforesaid. 


William Sallard, of the county of Hancock, being duly sworn, maketh oath, that on or about the 22d, 23d, or 
24th day of January, 1795, he, the deponent, was at Augusta, procuring some articles and «disposing of some tobacco, 
and that, during the said term, he was at General Glascock’s, one of the grantees of the Western territory; that a 
conversation took place between the General and himself relative to it, and concerning Roberts Thomas, the Senator 
(in the Legislature which disposed of it) for the said county of Hancock; that the General asked the deponent what the 
people of Hancock thought of Thomas, and if they would kill him; the deponent replied, he did not know they would 
kill him, but that he would stand a good chance of chugging a sapling, or words to that effect; for they had an idea 
that Thomas was bribed; the General replied that he did not know that he was bribed, but he had a good deal of the 
land; that he himself had purchased some of the shares, and had paid himself, with a Mr. Nightingale, to Thomas, 
seventeen hundred dollars, to the best of this deponent’s recollection; and four hundred dollars to John Thomas, as 
he believes Roberts Thomas’s brother, for the land. “hat the General further said, the other companies he expected 
had also paid the said Roberts ‘Thomas as much money for lands or shares as he had paid. ‘That he, yesterday, in his 
way down, met with John Thomas, the said Roberts Thomas’s brother, who acknowledged to the deponent that he 


had received money from General Glascock. 
WILLIAM SALLARD. 


Sworn to, as aforesaid. 





OrricE or CLERK oF THE HousE oF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Georata, Louisville, 25th August, 1801. 


I do certify that the annexed eight sheets contain a true extract from the journal of the House of Representatives 
of this State, at a session of the General Assembly in January, 1796. 
GEO. R. CLAYTON, for 


HINES HOLT, Clerk H. R. 


G. 
Accompanying the report of the Commissioners appointed to settle limits with the State of Georgia. 


There were deposited in the treasury of the State of Georgia, under the usurped act of the 7th of January, 1795, 
five hundred thousand dollars, as the pretended consideration money for the Western territory of this State, by the 
pretended purchasers, who formed themselves into the following companies, to wit: 


Georgia Company, consisting of James Gunn, Matthew McAllister, George Walker, and their associates, 250,000 
Georgia Mississippi Company, consisting of Nicholas Long, ‘Thomas Glascock, Thomas Cumming, Am- 


brose Gordon, and their associates, == - -— - - - - - 155,000 
Tennessee Company, consisting cf Zachariah Cox, Matthias Maher, and their associates, -__ - . 60,000 
Upper Mississippi Company, consisting of John B. Scott, John C. Nightingale, and Wade Hampton, - 35,000 

$500,000 





From which several sums of money, the following applicants, under acts of the Legislature of this State, have 
withdrawn the respective amounts opposite their names. 
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Names of Applicants. To which Company belonging. | Number and date of return order. | Amount. 
John Whitney, - - - | Georgia Company, - - | No. 1, January 23, 1798, = - 141 01 
Thomas Johnson, = - - - | Tennessee Company, - 2, June 1, 1798, - 229 60 
John B. Gerrideau, - - - do. do. 3, do. - 70 00 
John B. Gerrideau, - : - | Georgia Mississippi Company, 4, do. - 138 11 
George Parker, - - - Geor gia Company, - 1, February 20, 1799, - 5,880 00 
John Curry, : . - do. lo. - - 2, February 21, 1799, - 3,500 00 
Owen Owens, - - . do. do. ’ 0. - 3,500 00 
Richard Wayne, jun. - - | Georgia Mississippi Company, 4, March 16, 1799, - 400 00 
Fanny Forsyth, on behalf of her son 
L fat, a minor, - : do. do. - 5, March 18, 1799, — - 400 00 
John Fox, - - - | Georgia Company, - - 6, March 25, 1799, - 2,000 00 
George Ker, - : . do. do. . - 2, do. - 1,000 00 
Emanuel Wambersie, - - do. do. - - 8, do. - 2,000 00 
Matthew Johnson, James Robertson, 
and James Johnston, - - do. do. - - 9, do. - 1,000 00 
John M’lver, . - - do. do. 10, do. - 2,000 00 
John Taylor, - - - | Georgia Mississippi Company, 11, March 27, 1799, = - 2,400 00 
John Taylor. - - - do. do. 12, do. - 714 25 
Andrew MCredie, : . - | Georgia Company, 13, do. - 6,899 993 
Andrew M’Credie, - - - | Georgia Mississippi Company, 14, do. - 400 00 
Andrew M’Credie, - - - | Tennessee Company, 15, March 28, 1799, = - 876 01 
Andrew M’Credie, - - - | Upper Mississippi ompany, 16, do. - 118 24 
Richard Wayne, - . - | Georgia Company, 17. March 30, 1799, - 1,000 00 
Michael Burke, - - - | Georgia Mississippi Company, 18, April 29, 1799, - 365 50 
William Longstreet, - - | Georgia Company, - 19, June 8, 1799, - | 16,838 33 
Andrew M’Credie, David M°Credie, ; 
and James Gregory, - - do. do. . - 20, August 7, 1799, - 4,184 692 
The same three persons just above, - | Georgia Mississippi Company, 21, do. - 2,625 53 
Do. do. - | Tennessee Company, - 22, do. - 658 61 
Do. do. - | Upper Mississippi Company, 23, do. - 421 67 
Joseph Downs, - - - | Tennessee Company, - 24, September 23, 1799, - 116 663 
Thomas Napier, = - - - do. do. - 25, September 28, 1799, - 143 00 
Zachariah Cox, - - - do. do. 26, September 30, 1799, - 2,000 00 
Joseph Miller, - | Georgia Mississippi Company, 27, October 9,1799, = - 116 662 
Messrs. Kenneday and Parker, - | Georgia Company, - - 28, do. - 1,000 00 
James Hamilton, = - - - | Tennessee Company, - 29, November 8, 1799, - 143 00 
Charles Crawford, - - - do. do. 30, November 20, 1799, - 143 00 
James Murren & Co. - - | Georgia Mississippi Company, 31, December 13, 1799, - 1,823 00 
Do. 2 - - - Upper Mississippi Company, 32, do. - 273 10 
Do. do - - - | Georgia Company, - - 33, do. - 364 79 
Messrs. Hamilton and Harper, - 0. do. - - 34, January 15, 1800, - 233 33% 
John Wilson, ~ - - | Georgia Mississippi Company, 35, do. - 1,200 00 
Gustavus Gaines, - - - | ‘Tennessee Company, - 36, March 6, 1800, - 429 00 
Henry Smerdon,_ - - - | Georgia Mississippi Company, 37, March 8, 1800, - 116 673 
James Murren & Co. - - | Georgia Company, - | 38, March 25, 1800, - 2,683 53 
Do. do - - - | Tennessee Company, - 39, do. - 214 32 
Do. do. - - - do. do. - 40, do. - 350 00 
Do. do. - : - | Georgia Mississippi Company, 41, do. - 1,403 352 
James = ington, - - : do. do. 42, April 7, 1800, - 3,600 00 
- - ° Georgia Company, - - 43, do. - 9,473 33 
Sacineinh Cox, - . - do. - - 44, April 9, 1800, -| 13,267 073 
Thomas D. M. Johnston, - - | Tennessee Company, - 45, April 15, 1800. - 74 662 
David M’Cormick, - - - | Georgia Company, - 46, April 18, 1800, - 165 86 
Do. - - | Upper Mississippi Company, 47, do. - 182 533 
Geo. Sibbald, att’y for Jas. Greenleaf, Tennessee Company, - 48, April 22, 1800, - “ 350 00 
Joseph G. Posner, - Georgia Company, - 49, do. - 2/824 103 
Do. - . - | Upper Mississippi Company, 50, do. - "646 333 
Do. “ - - | Georgia Mississippi Company, 51, do. - 321 12 
Do. Tennessee Company, - 52, do. - 121 33 
M. Maher, A. Harper, and Q. Ham- 
ilton, - | Georgia Mississippi Company, 53, May 7, 1800, - 5,600 00 
Peter Robinson, by attorney, - do. do. 54, do. - 800 00 
John Powell, by attorney, - - do. do. - 55, do. . 400 00 
Joseph Ryan, - - | Tennessee Company, - 56, May 9, 1800, - 828 00 
Joseph G. Posner, - - - do. __ do. - 57, May 27, 1800, - 405 412 
John A. Hoffer, - - | Georgia Mississippi Company, 58, August 12, 1800, - 116 662 
Richard and Charles Tubman, by at- 
torney, - : - do. do. 59, November 15, 1800, - 1,600 00 
John Hall, - . - | Georgia Company, 60, November 21, 1800, - | 157,219 932 
David Robinson, by attorney, - Georgia Mississippi Company, 61, December 5, 1800, - 400 00 
Thomas Gilbert, - - - | Tennessee Company, - 62, January 31, 1801, - 2,728 00 
Zachariah Cox, = - |. - - do. do. - 63, March 2, 1801, - | 21,080 614 
Andrew M’Credie, - - - | Georgia Mississippi Company, 64, April 13, 1801, - 1,600 00 
Levin Wailes, - - - do. 0. 65, May 9, 1801, - 7,520 00 
Oliver Porter, by attorney, - - do. do. - 66, July 3, 1801, - 509 65 
Benajah Smith, by attorney, - | Tennessee Company, - 67, do. - 140 81 
William Kenneday, - - | Georgia Mississippi ompany, 68, October 1, 1801, = - 400 00 
William F. Booker, - : - 0. 0. 69, November 12, 1801, - 400 00 
James Murren, - - - | Georgia Company, 70, February 1, 1802, - 604 71 
S - 800 00 


Thomas Davis, - - 








Georgia Mississippi Company, 





71, May 17, 1802, 





$310,695 142 


> 





Treasury Orrice, Georeia, Louisville, 10th August, 1802, 


EDWIN MOUNGER, 7reasurer. 
I. MERIWETHER, Comptroller General. 
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To James Manison, Aubert Gariatin, and Levi Lincotn, Esquires, Commissioners of the United, States, ap- 
pointed in pursuance of an act of Congress, entitled ** An act for an amicable settlement of limits with the State 
of Georgia, and authorizing the establishment of a Government in the Mississippi territory,” and of an act 


supplementary to the same act. 


GENTLEMEN: 
The undersigned having exhibited claims to certain portions of the territory lately ceded by the State of Geor- 
gia to the United States, and the vouchers in support thereof, which, they trust, are full and satisfactory, do now, in 
conformity to the further — of said acts of Congress, submit to your consideration and opinion the follow- 
ing propositions, which they offer as the terms of a compromise of the claims of themselves and their respective 
constituents. 
The individuals, and companies of individuals, whose claims the undersigned represent, will release to the Unit- 
ed States all their right, title, and interest, in and to the territory, lands, and soil, by them claimed, on the follow- 


ing conditions, that is to say: ; 

Ist.. That the Government of the United States will, during the present session of Congress, provide, by law, for 
the appropriation of five millions of the most valuable acres of the land ceded to the United States by the State of 
Georgia, in such manner as not to interfere with their engagements to the State of Georgia, in their late act of ces- 


sion, or the grants therein recognized, to be disposed of under the authority of the United States, for a sum not 
ess than two dollars per acre, clear of all expense or charge, for the purpose of compensating for the claims for 
which the said five millions of acres are therein reserved; and that said five millions of acres shall be the first sold, 
after a quantity of other of the ceded lands shall be disposed of sufficient to pay the State of Georgia the one million 
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, contracted to be paid in their said act of cession. ; 

2d. In order to make a complete settlement of said compensation at this time, and to vest the title of the claim- 
ants in the United States, as soon as may be, the ee for themselves and thuse whom they represent, pro- 
five millions of acres of land be now estimated at the 


pose and consent that the proceeds of the sales of the sai il] ) L 
minimum sum of ten millions of dollars, and that the same be divided and apportioned between the United States, 


for the purposes hereinafter expressed, and the individuals and companies of individuals, whose claims the under- 
signed represent, in the following manner: 

3d. The United States shall retain, out of the said gross sum of ten millions of dollars, the proportion of two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, for the purpose (if they think it just and fit) of quieting, or compensating for, 
any claims supposed to fall within the description of those for which the said five millions of acres of land were re- 
served in the cession aforesaid, other than those which derive their title from the State of Georgia, under ‘the act of 
said State, passed January 7th, A. D. 1795, and granted to four companies, called in said act, ** 7he Georgia Com- 
pany,” * The Georgia Mississippi Company,” ** The Tennessee Company,” and ‘* The Upper Mississippi Com- 

any. 

4th. Of the remainder of said gross sum, four millions eight hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars, shall 
be the apportionment to the holders of the title of “ Zhe Georgia Company,’ out of which the United States shall 
retain the proportion of ‘wo hundred and fifty thousand dollars, to represent one million of acres of land, reserved 
in said grant for citizens’ rights, to be disposed of to those who may lawfully represent the same; the remaining pro- 
— of four millions six hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars shall be apportioned among those who now 

old the residue of the title of the said ‘* Georgia Company,” according to their respective interests therein. And 

whereas, it is suggested that claims may be made to some parts of the land granted to the said ‘* Georgia Com- 
pany’? by the act aforesaid, and under the same grant, other than those ‘represented by the undersigned, and some 
of the individual claims under said grant may conflict with each other in whole or in part, as well as that the United 
States may make claim to some part thereof, under the same grant; it is, therefore, proposed and agreed that, in 
case any such claims shall be made, or so conflict, the same shall be adjudged and decided on, according to the... 
rules which govern in courts of law and chancery, by the commissioners to whom these propositions are addressed; 
or, in case the parties shall not agree thereto, by three arbitrators, one of whom shall be chosen by each party, an 
the third by both the parties; and in case both parties shall not agree in the choice of a third arbitrator, he shall be 
chosen by the other two arbitrators: and the award, in writing, under the hands of said commissioners, or any two 
of them, or of said arbitrators, or any two of them, after a hearing of the parties by the three, shall be final. And 
the United States shall retain the proportion of allowance made to any claimants in said Georgia Company who shall 
not agree to such compromise, and release their title to the United States, agreeably to such decision. And the 
United States shall also retain all such portions of the aggregate residue sum assigned to said Georgia Company, as 
shall not appear to be represented by any claim, or established by decision, as aforesaid, but subject to the contin- 
gency hereinafter mentioned. It is understood, however, that those claimants. in said Georgia Company, whose 
claims do not appear to be subject to controversy, as aforesaid, shall in no way be delayed by any thing contained 
in this article, from receiving the proportion which may be due to them, but they shall be entitled to receive the 
same as speedily as the claimants in any other company, in which no such controversy exists. 

5th. Three millions twenty-two thousand five hundred dollars shall be the apportionment of the holders of the 
title of the ** Georgia Mississippi Company,’’ out of which the United States shall retain the proportion of one hundred 
and fifty.five thousand dollars, to represent six hundred and twenty thousand acres of land, reserved in said grant 


for citizens’ rights, to be disposed of to those who may lawfully represent the same; and the remaining proportion 
— among the mem- 


of two millions eight hundred and sixty-seven thousand five hundred dollars shall be appoi 
eir trustees, Leonard Jar- 


bers of the “ Mew England Mississippi Land Company,” so called, who hold, under th tees, I 
ull, all the residue of the title of the said ‘* Georgia Mississippi Company,” 


vis, Henry Newman, and William ' ‘ _“ Georg 
which apportionment shall be made by the directors of said ** New England Mississippi Land Company,” agreea- 


bly to their articles of covenant and agreement. . , 
d. seventy thousand dollars shall be the apportionment to the holders of the title 


6th. One million one hundred an ! f J I 
of ** The Tennessee Company,” out of which the United States shall retain the proportion of sixty thousand five 


hundred doliars, to represent two hundred and forty-two thousand acres of land, reserved in said grant for citizens’ 
represent the same; and the United States shall also retain 


rights, to be disposed of to those who may lawfull t , 
4 Jive hundred dollars, to represent what is called the commis- 


thereout the further proportion of twelve thousanc t , to re 
sioners’ reservation in said grant; the remaining proportion of one million ninety-seven thousand dollars shall be 


apportioned among those who now hold the residue of the title of the said “* Tennessee Company,” according to their 
respective interests therein. And whereas, it is suggested that controversies of a nature similar to those which are 
supposed to exist among the claimants in the Georgia Company may also take place among those of the Tennessee 
Company; it is, therefore, agreed, that in case any such may exist, they shall be adjudged and decided on, in the 
same mode and manner, and under the same conditions and restrictions, as are provided for the termination and 

decision of such controversies among the claimants under ** The Georgia Company.” 
7th. Six hundred and eighty-two thousand five hundred dollars shall be the apportionment to the holders of the 
title of ** The Upper Mississippi Company,” out of which the United States shall retain the proportion of thirty- 
Sour thousand five hundred dollars, to represent one hundred and thirty-eight thousand acres of land, reserved in 
said grant for citizens’ rights, to be disposed of to those who may _lawtully represent the same; and the remaining 
proportion of six hundred and forty-eight thousand dollars shall be apportioned, among the associates who hold, 
d James Warrington, the whole of the residue of the title of said ** Upper 


under Adam Tunno, James Miller, an ‘ 
portioned according to the shares held by each. 


Mississippi Company,” to be a 
8th. ‘The undersigned, for themselves and those whom they represent, further propose and consent to the fol- 
owing terms of payment of the several allowances, apportioned, and to be apportioned among them, as aforesaid, viz: 


That the Government of the United States will, during the present session of Congress, further sprovide by law 
certificates or evidences of the several allowances to the indi- 


for the issuing from the treasury of the United States t } , - : 
viduals, or companies of individuals, who are or shall be found entitled to the same, as aforesaid; which certificates 
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shall bear date the first day of April, A. D. 1803, and shall be made payable in three annual and equal instalments, 
the first of which shall be payable on the first day of April, A. D. 1805, out of the first proceeds of the sales of the 
said five millions of acres of land, appropriated as aforesaid; and in case of the suspension of the payment of any in- 
stalment, on account of the deficiency in the proceeds of the sales, an interest of six per cent. annually, shall be 
allowed thereon, from the time when due, to the time when paid; and if the proceeds of the sales shall exceed the 
sum due on any instalment, the United States shall not be held to anticipate the payment of the next instalments but, 
if the proceeds of the sales are less than the amount of any instalment when due, the holders of the certificates shall 
be obliged to receive, and the United States will pay, the whole amount of such proceeds at the time the instalment 
falls due; and the United States shall never be held to make payment of any part of the principal or interest men- 
tioned in said certificates, excepting from the actual proceeds of the sales of five millions of the most valuable acres 
of land, ceded as aforesaid; but in case the proceeds of the sales of such portions of the said five millions of acres of 
land, as are represented by the holders of said certificates, shall not be found sufficient for the entire payment of 
the principal and interest of said certificates, then all such portions of the said five millions of acres of land as are 
retained by the United States, (except such parts of the two hundred and fifty thousand dollars as shall have been 
appropriated by them to the extinguishment of any other claims within the reservation of the act of céssion of the 
State of Georgia, ) together with all such sums of money as shall be received into the treasury for the said sales of said 
ae millions of acres, above the said two dollars per acre, shall remain an eventual fund for the payment of any such 
deficiency. 
9th. t hat the said certificates shall be issued for such amount, in each certificate, as shall be most convenient to 
the holders; and they shall be made transferable in the same manner as is provided by law for the transfer of the 
domestic debt of the United States; and after the payment of one million two hundred and fifty thousand dollars to 
the State of Georgia is completed, the said certificates shall be receivable in payment from any purchaser of any part 
of the land ceded by the State of Georgia, at the nominal amount of the sum expressed therein, with the interest (if 
any) which may have accrued thereon at the time of such payments and no discount shall be made on any certifi- 
cate paid for land, although such payment be made before the certificate has fallen due; but the amount of any cer- 
tificates thus paid in, shall not be considered as money in the treasury, by which any part of an instalment is to be 
paid to the holders of the certificates in circulation. 
10th. In case the proceeds of the five millions of acres of land which shall be first sold, or so much thereof as the 
claimants under the aforesaid act of Georgia may be entitled to receive, according to the foregoing propositions, shall 
prove insufficient to discharge the principal and interest of said certificates, the holders of said certificates shall be 
entitled to receive what may so remain due thereon out of the proceeds of the sales of any other of the lands ceded 
as aforesaid: Provided, That they shall not, in any event, receive, in the whole, a greater amount than the pro- 
ceeds of those five millions of acres, in said lands, which shall ultimately be sold for the highest price or prices. 
11th. The claimants consent that no certificates shall be delivered, until all such deeds, documents, and other 
papers, by them exhibited, as the commissioners of the United States shall judge necessary, nor until a deed of re- 
lease to the United States of all the claimants’ right, title, and interest, in and to the lands by him or them claimed, 
who are to receive the certificates, shall be duly lodged in the office of the Secretary of State of the United States. 
These propositions, gentlemen, are made by the undersigned, as the result of your communications, and are 
shaped more under the influence of a sincere desire to meet the wishes and views of the Government of the United 
States, in the arrangement of this important object, than from an expectation of realizing a full compensation for pro- 
perty surrendered to public use; they feel confident that Congress will view them in the same light, and readily 
accede to the terms; but should they be disappointed in their expectations, and should these propositions of compro- 
mise fail of meeting the approbation and sanction of Congress, we tink it necessary te make it clearly understood, 
that nothing contained herein shall be construed to imply an assent, on the part of the claimants, to the act of ces- 
sion of the State of Georgia, or in any way to avail the United States, to the prejudice of the claimants. 
With the highest considerations of respect, and attachment to the Government of the United States, and of per- 
sonal esteem to yourselves, we are, 
Gentlemen, your obedient servants, 
WILLIAM HULL, 
PEREZ MORTON, 
SAMUEI DEXTER, 
: WIL. PAYNE, 
For the New England Mississippi Land Company, and such portions in the 
Georgia Company as are stated in claims by us exhibited. 
JNO. PECK, 
For myself, as represented in my claim. 
JOSEPH SANDS, 
For those he represents. 


JOSEPH PEPPIN, 
Agent to the whole of the Upper Mississippi Company. 


JONA. ARNOLD, for himself. 
N. LE FAVRE, 
For himself, relying on the equity of his claim, and the honor of the Government. 


JAMES STRAWBRIDGE, 
Trustee for the Tennessee Company. 
THO. YOUNG, 
For self, and as attorney for Ben. Sims, claiming lands in the Georgia Company, as fully set forth in his 
memorial to the commissioners of the United States in November last; he knows of no conflicting claims 
to said lands, and believes they have equal pretensions with any of the claimants in any of the companies. 


GEO. SIBBALD, 
For those he represents. 


SAM’L F. CONOVER, 


For himself, and those he represents. 
Janvary 19, 1803. 


K. 


An act supplementary to an act, entitled ‘* An act for appropriating a part of the unlocated territory of this State for the payment 
of the late State troops, and for other purposes therein mentioned, declaring the right of this State to the unappropriated 
_ territory thereof, for the protection and support of the frontiers of this State, and for other purposes.” 


Whereas, in and by the articles of confederation entered into and finally ratified on the first day of March, one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-one, by the then thirteen United States of America, the territory within the 
limits of each of the said States is to each of them respectively confirmed and pone first, by the second article, 
to wit: ‘*Each State retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every power, jurisdiction, and right, 
which is not by the confederation expressly delegated to the United States in Congress assembled: and, secondly, 
by the last clause in the second section of the ninth article, no State shall be deprived of territory for the benefit of 
the United States. ' 

And whereas, in and by the definitive treaty of peace, signed at Paris on the third day of September, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty-three, the boundaries of the United States are established; and those boundaries 
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which limit the westward and southwestward parts of this State, are therein thus defined: ‘* Along the middle of 
the river Mississippi, until it shall intersect the northernmost part of the thirty-first degree of north latitudes south, 
by a line drawn due east from the termination of the line last mentioned, in the latitude of thirty-one degrees north 
ot the equator, to the middle of the river Appalachicola or Chattahoochee; thence, along the middle thereof, to its junc- 
tion with the Flint river; thence, straight to the head of St. Mary’s river; and thence, down along the middle of St. 
Mary’s river, to the Atlantic ocean.”” Which boundaries coincide with the southwardly and westwardly boundaries 
recited in the land act now in force, passed at Savannah, on the seventeenth day of September, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-three; and by the convention held at Buford, on the twenty-eighth day of April, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-seven, between this State and the State of South Carolina, the northern boundary of the 
State is established “from the mouth of the river Savannah, up the said river to the confluence of ‘Tugaloo and 
Keowee; thence up the Tugaloo, and from the source thereof, a due west line to the Mississippi, including islands.” 

And whereas, in and by the first clause of the sixth articie of the Federal constitution of the United States of 
America, all engagements entered into before the adoption of the said constitution shall be as valid against the United 
States, under the said constitution, us under the confederation; by the third clause of the ninth section of the first 
article of the said constitution, no ex post facto |aw shall be passed; and by the second clause of the third section of 
the fourth article, the Congress shall have power to dispose of, and make all necessary rules and regulations respecting 
the territory or other property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this construction shall be so construed 
as to prejudice any claims of the United States, or of any particular State. 

And whereas, the cession made by the State of North Carolina to the United States, by them accepted on the 
second day of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety, is a full acknowledgment and recognizal on their part, 
that the several States not only have the right of pre-emption, but are in the full exercise of all territorial right 
within their respective limits. nd whereas, notwithstanding the United States did, on the twenty-second day of 
July, one thousand seven hundred and ninety, by an act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, 
enact and declare, that no sale of lands made by em, or any tribe or nation of Indians, within the United States, 
shall be valid to any person or persons, or to any State, whether having the right of pre-emption to such lands or 
not, unless the same shall be made and duly executed at some public treaty held under the authority of the United 
States; and did, on the seventh day of August, one thousand seven hundred and ninety, by a treaty held at New York 
with certain Creek Indians, stipulated by the fourth article of the said treaty, that the boundary between the citizens of 
the United States and the Creek nation is, and shall be, “ from where the old line strikes the Savannah; thence up the 
said river, toa place on the most northern branch of the same, commonly called the Keowee, where a northeast line, 
to be drawn from the top of Ocunna mountain, shall intersects thence along the said line, in a southwest direction, to 
the ‘Tugaloo river; thence to the top of the Currahee mountain; thence to the head, or the source of the main south 
branch of the Oconee river, called the Appalachee river; thence down the middle of the main south branch and river 
Oconee, to its confluence with the Ocmulgee, which form the river Altamahas; and thence down the middle of the 
said Altamaha, to the old line on the said river; and thence along the said old line to the river St. Mary’s;”? and, by 
the fifth article, ** that the United States solemnly guaranty to the Creek nation all their lands within the limits of 
the United States, to the westward and southward of the boundary described in the preceding article.” 

And, finally, whereas the State of Georgia aforesaid hath by no act, or in any manner whatever, transferred, 
alienated, or conveyed her right of soil or pre-emption, in any part of the vacant territory within the limits of the 
said State, to the United States, the cession dated the fifth day of February, one thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
eight, offered by the State of Georgia to the United States, having been by the said United States, in Congress as- 
sembled, on the fifteenth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, rejected, in which rejection 
territorial rights are declared to rest on the spirit and meaning of the confederation. nd whereas, the said proposed 
cession became void, and, on the part of this State, is hereby declared to be null and void, to all intents, purposes, 
and constructions. 

Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and Representatives of the freemen of the State of Georgia, in General 
Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That the State of Georgia aforesaid is in full 
possession, and in the full exercise of the jurisdictional and territorial right, and the fee simple thereof; and that the 
right of pre-emption to vacant and unappropriated lands lying westwardly and southwestwardly of the present 
Indian temporary line, and within the limits of the said State, and the fee simple thereof, together with the right of 
disposing thereof, are, and are hereby declared to be, in the State of Georgia; and for the purpose of raising a fund for 
carryitfg this act fully into effect, 

Be it enacted, That all that tract or parcel of land, including islands, situate, lying, and being within the follow- 
ing boundaries, that is to say: Beginning on the Mobile bay, where the latitude thirty-one degrees north of the 
equator intersects the same; running thence up the said bay, to the mouth of lake Tensaw; thence up the said lake 
Tensaw, to the Alabama river, including Curry’s, and all other islands therein; thence up the said Alabama, to the 
junction of the Coosa and Oakfuskee rivers; thence up the Coosa river, above the Big Shoal, to where it intersects 
the latitude of thirty-four degrees north of the equator; thence, a due west course, to the Mississippi river; thence 
down the middle of the said river, to the latitude of thirty-two degrees, forty minutes; thence a due east course to 
the mouth of ‘Tombigbee river; thence down the middle of the said river to its junction with the Alabama river; 
thence down the middle of the said river to the Mobile bay; thence down the said Mobile bay to the place of begin- 
ning, shall be sold unto James Gunn, Matthew M’Allister, and George Walker, and their associates, called the 
Georgia Company, and their heirs and assigns, forever, in fee simple, as tenants in common, and not as joint tenants 
for the sum of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, to be paid in specie, bank bills of the United States, an 
warrants for the years one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, and one thousand seven 
hundred and.ninety-five; drawn by the Governor, the President of the Senate, and Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in the following manner, that is to say: fifty thousand dollars to be deposited in the treasury previous to 
the passing of this act, and the remaining two hundred thousand dollars are to be paid on or before the first day of 
November next. 

And be it further enacted, That whenever the said James Gunn, Matthew M’Allister, and George Walker, and 
their associates, or their agent or agents, shall produce to his excellency the Governor a receipt signed by the Treasu- 
rer, that they have deposited the aforesaid sum of fifty thousand dollars, according to the tenor and effect of this act, it 
shall then be the duty of his excellency the Governor, and he is hereby re uired to issue and sign to the said James 
Gunn, Matthew M’ Allister, and George Walker, and their associates, their heirs and assigns, in fee simple, as tenants 
in common, and not as joint tenants, a grant for the aforesaid tract of country, they a the last payment of two 
hundred thousand dollars to the State, by a mortgage to his excellency the Governor, and his successors in office, 
on the whole of the land so granted; which mortgage shall be immediately foreclosed, in case default shall be made in 
the payment of the said sum of two hundred thousand dollars, on or before the first day of November next, as afore- 
said, in the Superior Court of any county within the State of Georgia, at the discretion of his excellency the Governor, 
any law or usage regulating the mode of foreclosing mortgages to the contrary, notwithstanding; and the whole sum 
of fifty thousand dollars deposited shall become forfeited to and for the use of the States and the grant to be given 
to the said James Gunn, Matthew M’Allister, and George Walker, and their associates, to be, and the same, in 
that case, is hereby declared to be null and void. : 

And be it further enacted, That the said Georgia —— shall reserve for and to the use of the citizens of 
Georgia, exclusively, the quantity of one million of acres of their purchase, in the following manner, to wit: at the 


expiration of three months from and after the passing of this act, a subscription book shall be opened at the Trea- 
sury Office of this State, and be kept open for the term of four months thereafter, for the purpose of receiving sub- 
scriptions of the citizens, for the said reserved lands; Provided, That no person who shall otherwise become a 
member, or interested in either of the companies herein contemplated, shall be allowed to subscribe for an 

part of said reserved lands no person shall be permitted to subscribe for more than five thousand acres in his 
own name, or in the name of any other citizen, unless duly authorized and appointed by him for that purpose, under 
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a warrant of attorney, executed in the presence of two or more witnesses, one of whom, at least, shall be a justice 
appointed for holding the inferior court of the county, where the subscriber resides; which said power of attor- 
ney shall be lodged with the ‘Treasurer, as his voucher for entering such subscription; And provided also, ‘That the 
citizens of the respective counties shall not, at any time within three months from and after the opening of the 
books of subscription, as aforesaid, be allowed to subscribe for more or greater quantity of the said reserved lands 
than the proportion hereinafter particularly described and limited, to wit: Chatham, one hundred and seventy 
thousand acres; Effingham, sixty-two thousand acres; Burke, one hundred and fifty-five thousand acres; Rich- 
mond, one hundred and fifty-five thousand acres; Columbia, one hundred and fifty-five thousand acres: Wilkes, 
two hundred and seventy-two thousand acres; Washington, one hundred and thirty-one thousand acres; Elbert, 
ove hundred and thirty-one thousand acres; Greene, one hundred and twenty-five thousand acres; Franklin, 
seventy-eight thousand acres; Liberty, sixty-nine thousand acres; Glynn, thirty-two thousand acres; Camden, 
thirty-two thousand acres; M’Intosh, thirty-five thousand acres; Bryant, thirty-two thousand acres; Warren, nine- 
ty-three thousand acres; Oglethorp. one hundred and sixteen thousand acres; Montgomery, twenty-three thousand 
acres; Scriven, thirty-eight thousand acres; and Hancock, ninety-six thousand acres. And it shall be the duty of 
the ‘Treasurer, in all. cases of application to subscribe, to require, an affidavit, in writing, in the following words: 
** J do solemnly swear, or affirm, that amin no way interested, directly or indirectly, either as a member, or other- 
wise, in any company’s purchase of lands in the western part of this State, ard that the subscription which I propose 
to enter is in my own proper right, and to my use and benefit only.” And it shail be the duty of the justices of the 
inferior courts, before whom warrants of attorney authorizing subscriptions shall be executed, to require a like 
affidavit on the back of such warrant of attorney, before attestiug the same; and the land.so subscribed and paid 
for shall be held by such subscribers, in fee simple, as tenants in common, and not as joint tenants, on the same 
terms, and upon the same principles with original purchasers of the company, in which they shall subscribe, and 
shall be entitled to fair and equal representations in such company, in proportion to the quantity of land, so by them 
subscribed and paid for. 

And be it further enacted, ‘That upon entering any subscription, as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the Treasu- 
rer, and he is hereby required, to receive of the subscribers the purchase money, being the proportion of one-fifth 
part of such subscription, in terms of this act; the remaining four-fifths, or balance of the purchase money, shall, 
within four months from and after the opening of the said book of subscriptions, be paid unto the treasurer, in like 
manner, as aforesaid; and, in case such balance shall not be paid on or before the expiration of the said seven months 
from the passing of this act, then, and in that case, the subscriber or subscribers so failing shall be at liberty to with- 
draw their said subscription, together with the money so paid by them, and the lands so subscribed for by them 
shall revert to, and be vested in the company, in which such subscription shall have been made or entered. 

And be it further enacted, That all that tract of country, including islands, situate, lying, and being within the 
following boundaries, that is to say: beginning on the river Mississippi, at the place where the latitude of thirty- 
one degrees and eighteen minutes north of the equator, intersects the same; thence, a due east course, to the middle 
of Don or Tombigbee river; thence, up the middle of the said river, to where it intersects the latitude of thirty-two 
degrees and forty minutes north of the equator; thence, a due west course, along the Georgia Company line, to the 
river Mississippi; thence, down the middle of the same, to the place of beginning, shall be sold to Nicholas Long, 
Thomas Glascock, Ambrose Gordon, and Thomas Cumming, and their associates, called the Georgia Mississippi 
Company, to them, and their heirs and assigns, forever, in fee simple, as tenants in common, and not as joint tenants, 
for the sum of one hundred and fifty-five.thousand dollars, to be paid in gold or silver coin, bank bills of the 
United States, and such warrants as are made payable in the Georgia Company’s purchase, in the manner follow- 
ing, that is to say: thirty-one thousand dollars to be deposited previous to the passing of ‘'"s act, and the remaining 
one hundred and twenty-four thousand dollars to be paid on or before the first day of November next. 

And be it further enacted, That, whenever the said Nicholas Long, Thomas Glascock, Ambrose Gordon, and 
‘Thomas Cumming, and their associates, or their agent or agents, shall produce to his excellency the Governor a 
receipt signed by the Treasurer, that they have deposited the aforesaid sum of thirty-one thousand dollars, accord- 
ing to the tenor and effect of this act, it shall then be the duty of his excellency the Governor, and he is hereby 
required to issue and sign to the said Nicholas Long, Thomas Glascock, Ambrose Gordon, and Thomas Cumming, 
and their associates, their heirs and assigns, in fee simple, as tenants in common, and not as joint tenants, a grant 
for the aforesaid tract of country, they securing the last payment of one hundred and twenty-four thousand 
dollars to the State, by a mortgage to his excellency the Governor, and his successor in office, on the whole of the 
land so granted, which mortgage shall be immediately foreclosed, in case default shall be made in the payment of 
‘the said sum of one hundred and twenty-four thousand dollars on or before the first day of November next, as 
aforesaid, in the Superior Court of any county within the State of Georgia, at the discretion of his excellency the 
Governor, any law or usage regulating the mode of foreclosing mortgages to the contrary, notwithstanding; and the 
whole sum of thirty-one thousand dollars deposited will become forfeited to and for the use of the State; and the 
graut to be given to the said Nicholas Long, Thomas Glascock, Ambrose Gordon, and Thomas Cumming, and their 
associates, as aforesaid, to be, and the same is hereby declared to be, null and void. 

And he it further enacted, ‘That the said Georgia Mississippi Company shall reserve, for the use of the citizens 
of Georgia, exclusively, the quantity of six hundred and twenty thousand acres of their purchase, to be subscribed, or 
held and appropriated on the same terins, and to be represented in like manner, as the land reserved by the Geor- 
gia Company, as aforesaid. : ciee, ; ; ; 

And be wt further enacted, That all that tract of country, including islands, situate, lying, and being within the 
following boundaries, that is to say: beginning at the Mississippi river, where the northern boundary line of this State 
strikes the same thence, along the said northern boundary Ime, due east, to the Tennessee river; thence, along the 
said ‘J'ennessee river, to the mouth of Bear creek; thence, up Bear creek, to where the parallel of latitude twenty - 
five British statute miles, south of the northern boundary line of this State, intersects the same; thence, along ie 
said last mentioned parallel of latitude, across Tombigbee or Twenty Miles creek, due west to the Mississippi river; 
thence. up the middle of the said river to the beginning shall be sold to John B. Scott, John C. Nightingale, and 
Wade Hampton, called the Upper Mississippi Company, and to their heirs and assigns, forever, in fee simple, as te- 
nants in common, and not as joint tenants, for the sum of thirty-five thousand dollars, to be paid in specie, bank bills 
of the United States, and such warrants as are made payable in the Georgia Company’s purchase, in manner fol- 
jowing, that is to say: five thousand dollars, part thereof to be deposited previous to the passing of this act, and the 
remaining sum of thirty thousand dollars, to be paid on or before the first day of November next. 

And be it further enacted, ‘That whenever the said John B. Scott, John C. cs and Wade Hampton, or 
their agent or agents, shall produce to his excellency the Governor, a receipt signed by the treasurer, that they 
have deposited the aforesaid sum of five thousand dollars, according to the tenor and effect of this act, it shall then 
be the duty of his excellency the Governor, and he is hereby required to issue and sign to the said John B. Scott, 
John C. Nightingale, and Wade Hampton, their heirs and assigns, in fee simple, as tenants in common, and not as 
joint tenants, a grant for the aforesaid land, they securing the last payment of thirty thousand dollars to the State, 
by a mortgage to his excellency the Governor, and his successors in office, on the whole of the land so granted; 
which mortgage shall be immediately foreclosed, in case default shall be made in the payment of the said sum of 
thirty thousand dollars, on or before the first day of November next, as aforesaid, in the Superior Court of any coun- 
ty within the State of Georgia, at the discretion of his excellency the Governor, any law or usage regulating the 
mode of foreclosing mortgages to the contrary, notwithstanding; and the whole sum of five thousand dollars deposit- 
ed shall become forfeited to and for the use of the State; and the grant to be given to the said John B. Scott, John 
Cc. ~ ightingale, and Wade Hampton, as aforesaid, to be, and the same in that case is hereby declared to be, null and 
void. 

And be it further enacted, That the said Upper Mississippi Company shall reserve to and for the use of the ci- 
tizens of Georgia, exclusively, the quantity of one hundred and thirty-eight thousand acres of their purchase, to be 
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subscribed for, held, and appropriated, on the same terms, and to be represented in like manner, as hercinbefore 
pointed out, in respect to the lands reserved for the citizens in the Georgia Company. Paes : 

And be it further enacted, That all that tract of land including islands, situate, lying, and being within the fol- 
lowing boundary lines: beginning at the mouth of Bear creek, on the south side of the Tennessee river; thence up 
the said creek, to the mast southern source thereof; thence, due south, to the latitude of thirty-four degrees ten mi- 
nutes north of the equator; thence, a due east course, one hundred and twenty,miles; thence, a due north course, to the 
Great Tennessee river; thence, up the middle of the said river, to the northern boundary line of this State; thence, a 
due west course, along the said line, to where it intersects the Great Tennessee river, below the Mussel shoals; 
thence, up the said river, to the place of beginning, shall be sold unto Zachariah Cox, Matthias Maher, and their as- 
sociates, called the Tennessee Company, and to their heirs and assigns, forever, in fee simple, as tenants in common, 
and not as joint tenants, for the sum of sixty thousand dollars, to be paid in specie, bank bills uf the United States, 
and such warrants as are made payable in Georgia Company’s purchase, that is to say: twelve thousand dollars to be 
deposited as part thereof, previous to the passing of this act, and the remaining forty-eight thousand dollars to be 
paid on or before the first day of November next. ; 

And be it further enacted, That whenever the said Zachariah Cox and Matthias Maher, and their associates, or 
their agent or agents, shall produce to his excellency the Governor a receipt signed by the treasurer that they 
have deposited the said sum of twelve thousand dollars, according to the tenor and effect of this act, it shall then 
be the duty of his excellency the Governor, and he is hereby required to sign and issue to the said Zachariah Cox 
and Matthias Maher, and their associates, their heirs and assigns, in fee simple, as tenants in cominon, and not as 
joint tenants, a grant for the aforesaid tract of country, they securing the last payment of the forty-eight thousand 
dollars to the State, by a mortgage to his excellency the Governor, and his successors in office, on the whole of the 
land so granted, which mortgage shall be immediately foreclosed in case default shall he made in the payment of 
the said sum of forty-eight thousand dollars, on or before the first day of November next, as shiseoil, in the su- 
perior court of any county within the State of Georgia, at the discretion of his excellency the Governor, any law 
or usage regulating the mode of foreclosing mortgages to the contrary, notwithstanding; and the whole sum of 
twelve thousand dollars deposited, shall become forfeited to and for the use of the State, and the grant to be given 
to the said Zachariah Cox and Matthias Maher, and their associates aforesaid, to be, and the same in that case is 
hereby declared to be, null and void. 

And be it further enacted, ‘That the said Tennessee Company shall reserve for and to the use of the citizens of 
Georgia, exclusively, the quantity of two hundred and forty-two thousand acres, to be subscribed for, held, and ap- 
ig: nate the same terms, and to be represented in like manner, as the lands reserved by the Georgia Company, 
as aforesaid. 

And be it further enacted, That the said Tennessee Company shall reserve a further quantity of fifty thousand 
acres, to be gratuitously divided, share and share alike, between the commissioners appointed by this State, for the 

urpose of examining the quantity, quality, and circumstances of the Great Bend of ‘Tennessee river, which shall be 
held by them as tenants in common, and not as joint tenants, and be represented in like manner as the lands reserv- 
ed by the other companies, for the use of the citizens, as a compensation tu the said commissioners, for their ser- 
vices rendered the State in that capacity. 

And be it further enacted, That all sums so paid by the citizens for lands subscribed for by them, agreeably to 
the _ of the act, shall be received in payment, and as part of the purchase money of the said companies respec- 
tively. 

‘And be it further enacted, That the grants to be issued to the respective companies, in virtue of this act, shall be 
free from all further or other expense whatsoever, the fees of office accruing upon one grant to each company except- 
ed, which shall be to the Surveyor General, three dollars; to the Governor of the State, three dollars; and to the 
Secretary of State, three dollars; and that the lands to be granted in pursuance of this act shall be free from taxa- 
tion, until the inhabitants thereof are represented in the Legislature. 

And be it further enacted, That the said grantees and purchasers of the land aforesaid shall forbear all hostile 
and wanton attacks on any of the Indian tribes which may be found within the limits of this State, and keep this 
State free from all charges and expenses which may attend the preserving of peace between the said Indians and the 
grantees, and extinguishing the Indian claims to the territory included within their respective purchases: 2nd pro- 
vided further, That this State and the Government thereof shall at no time hereafter be subject to any suit at law 
or in equity, or claim or pretension whatever, for or on account of any deduction in the quantity of the said territory, 
or on account of the amount of the purchase money to be paid, as aforesaid, by any recovery which may or shall be 
had on any former or other claim or claims whatever. 

And be it further enacted, That the money arising from the sale of the said territory, except what shall be appropria- 
tedfto the extinguishment _of Indian claims, as hereinafter expressed, shall be vested in six per cents. or such other 
stock in the funds of the United States as may be directed by this or a future Legislature; and the interest. arising 
thereon, or so much thereof as may be necessary, shall be applied to the payment of the civil establishment and con- 
tingent expenses of the Gevernment of this State. ; 

And be it further enacted, That immediately after the Indian claims to the land lying between the Oconee and 
Ocmulgee rivers, including that tract of country lying east of a line to be drawn from the place called Fort Romu- 
lus, on the Ocmulgee river, to the head of St. Mary’s river, or the northern extremity of the Akinfonoka swamp, may 
be extinguished, the — of the several companies and their associates are hereby authorized to apply to the 

' Government of the United States for their concurrence in extinguishing the Indian claims to the different tracts of 
country by them severally hereby purchased, or as much thereof as to them may seem practicable, which extinguish- 
ment of i Sen to the lands so purchased shall be at the proper expense of the respective companies and within five 
years thereafter the said companies shall severally form settlements on the lands where the claims may be so extin- 
guished, or forfeit the further sum of five thousand dollars for each company so failing. 

And be it further enacted, That the sum of ten thousand dollars, part of the first payment to be made by the 
companies aforesaid, shall be, and the same is hereby declared to be, appropriated and set apart for the purpose of 
extinguishing the Indian claim, in addition to the twenty thousand dollars appropriated by the act, entitled An act 
appropriating a part of the unlocated territory of this State, for the payment of the late State troops, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned. ; 

And be it further enacted, That the several grantees and their associates shall not be entitled to dispose of the 
said territory, in part or in whole, in any way or manner, to any foreign King, Prince, Potentate, or Power whatever; 
which condition shall be specially expressed in the face of the grant. 

And be it further enacted, That all the lands iying westward and southward of the eastern boundary of the se- 
veral company purchases, and not included therein, estimated at one-fourth of the whole lands lying westward and 
southward of the eastern boundary of the said purchases, and supposed to contain seven millions two hundred and 
fifty thousand acres, shall be, and the same is hereby declared to be, reserved and set apart to and for the use and 
benefit of this State, to be granted out, or otherwise disposed of, as a future Legislature may direct. 

f . THOMAS NAPIER, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
BENJAMIN TALLIAFERRO, President of the Senate. 


GEORGE MATHEWS, Governor. 


Concurred, January 7, 1795. 
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AN ACT declaring null and void a certain usurped act, passed by the last Legislature of this State, at Augusta, on the seventh 
day of January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, under the pretended title of ‘* An act supplementary to an act, 
entitled ‘ An act for appropriating a part of the unlocated territory of this State for the payment of the late State troops, and 
for other purposes therein mentioned,’ declaring the right of this State to the unappropriated territory thereof, for the pro- 
tection of the frontiers, and for other purposes,” and for expunging from the face of the public records the said usurped 
act, and for declaring the right of this State to all lands lying within the boundaries therein mentioned. 


Whereas, the free citizens of this State, or, in other words, the community thereof, are essentially the source of 
the sovereignty of the State, and no individual or body of men can be entitled to, or vested with, any authority which 
is not expressly derived from that source, and the exercise or assumption of powers not so derived, become, of them- 
seives, oppression and usurpation—which it is the right and duty of the people, or their representatives, to resist, 
and to restore the rights of the community so usurped and infringed. : 

And whereas, the will or constitution of the good people of this State is the only existing legal authority derived 
from the essential source of sovereignty, and is the only foundation of the legislative power or government thereof, 
and, so far as that will or constitution expressly warrants, the Legislature may go, but no furthers and all constructive 
powers, not necessarily deduced from that expressive will, are violations of that essential source of sovereignty and 
oe of = citizens, and are, therefore, of no binding force or effect on the State, or the good people thereof, but 
null and void. 

And whereas, the last Legislature of this State, not confining itself to the powers with which that body was con- 
stitutionally invested, did usurp a power to pass an act on the seventh day of January, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-five, entitled ‘* An act supplementary to an act, entitled an act for appropriating a part of the unlocated 
territory of this State for the payment of the late State troops, and for other purposes therein mentioned, declaring 
the right of this State to the unappropriated territory thereof, for the protection and support of the frontiers, and for 
other purposes,” by which an enormous tract. of unascertained millions of acres of the vacant territory of this State 
was attempted to be disposed of to a few individuals, in fee simple, and the same is not only unfounded, as being 
without express constitutional authority, but is repugnant to that authority, as well as to the principles and form of 
government, the good citizens of this State have chosen for their rule, which is democratical, ora government found- 
ed on equality of rights, and which is totally opposed to all regined ag or monopolies in favor of a few, which 
tend to build up that destructive aristocracy in the new, which is tumbling in the old world; and which, if permit- 
ted, must end in the annihilation of pores d and equal rights—those rights and principles of government, which 
our virtuous forefathers fought for and established with their blood. 

And whereas, the fourth section of the fourth article of the constitution of the United States declares, ** The 
United States shall guaranty to every State in this Union a republican government,” which could never have been 
intended to be a republican aristocracy, and which such extravagant grants tend to establish, the constitution 
of the United States expressly acknowledging a republican democracy as: the foundation of the people, it receiv- 
ing all its force and power from their hands or their gift, which is manifest from its context, ‘* We, the people of the 
United States.” ; 

And whereas, as beforementioned, the said usurped act is repugnant to the constitutional authority, inasmuch as 
that by the sixteenth section of the first article of the constitution of this State, it is declared ‘* That the General 
Assembly shall have power to make all laws and ordinances which they shall deem necessary and proper for the 
good of the State, which shall not be pF te reg to this constitution.”” And the said usurped act is opposed to the 
-_ e the State, and it is self-evident that the Legislature which assumed the power did not deem it for the good 
of the State— 

Ist. Because self-preservation, or the protecting itself, is the greatest good and first duty of every Government; 
and, as has been shown, immense monopolies of land, by a few individuals, under the sanction of the Government, 
are opposed to the principles of democracy or the fundamental laws the citizens of this State have chosen for their 
rule, which, so far from being for the good or self-preservation of the democratical or equal government, is most 
manifestly for its destruction and injury. 

2d. Because the expression ‘‘ good of the State” embraces the good of the citizens composing the State, and the 
good of the citizens consists in the peaceable pursuit of happiness, and the enjoyment of all rights, natural or ac- 
quired, not expressly delegated for the eee of government; and a sale of such an enormous tract to a few spe- 
culators, which was and is the common right of all the good citizens of this State, is contrary to those rights, and, 
therefore, to their manifest injury, and, of course, to the injury of the State. 

3d. Because, even supposing constitutional authority to have been vested in the Legislature, for the purpose of 
such disposal, the Legislature was not vested with power to transfer the sovereignty and jurisdiction of the State over 
the territory attempted to be disposed of, which it has done, by opening a door for sale to foreign ;Powers, and a 
relinquishment of the powers of taxation, until the proprietors choose to be represented; which is, in fact, dismem- 
bering the State, and which transfer and relinquishment of taxation cannot be for the good of the State. 

4th. Because there was no necessity or pressing urgency for the sale of such an immense tract of territory, equai 
to some European kingdoms, to carry into execution and operation the extinguishment of the Indian claims to the 
lands between the Oconee and Ocmulgee, contemplated by the act, entitled ‘* An act for appropriating a part of 
the unlocated territory of this State for payment of the late State troops, and for other purposes therein mentioned: 
the subterfuge on which the said usurped act of the seventh of January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
five, was founded, when the whole amount of the appropriation for that purpose was but thirty thousand dollars, and 
funds to a greater amount were then in the treasury unappropriated; and because no State or nation is justified in 
wantonly dissipating its property or revenues, and a legal alienation of which can only take place from the most 
pressing necessity; and the territory attempted to be disposed of (was the said usurped law valid) was wantonly dis- 
sipated, it being disposed of for the trifling sum of five hundred thousand dollars, a sum not adequate to the annual 
quit-rents such lands were charged with previously to the Revolution, by the British King; which wanton dissi- 
pation cannot be for the good of the State. 

5th. Because, exclusive of the immense loss of revenue to which the State is exposed, from the relinquishment 
of taxation, the sum of five hundred thousand dollars was accepted as the consideration money for the sale, and the 
sum of eight hundred thousand dollars offered by persons of as large a capital, and as much respectability and cre- 
dit, and on terms more advantageous to the State, was refused; which, as it was (should the said usurped act have 
been considered valid) a clear loss of three hundred thousand dollars to the revenies of the State, it is evident that 
the law authorizing the sale was not deemed by the Legislature for “ the good of the State,” which must have con- 
sisted in obtaining the highest price and the most advantageous terms. 

6th. For the very excellent reasons given by his excellency the Governor, in his dissent to the first bill for the 
disposal of the said territory, delivered to the House of Representatives on the twenty-ninth of December, one thov- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four, and which bill was not materially different from the act in question. and which 
reasons prove that his excellency, as a negative branch of the Legislature, although he concurred in the law, did not 
deem it for “ the good of the State,” and which dissent was in the words following: 


Ist. I doubt whether the proper time is arrived for disposing of the territory in question. 

2d. If it was the proper time, the sum offered is inadequate to the value of the land. 

3d. The quantity reserved for the citizens is too small, in proportion to the extent of the purchase. 

4th. That greater advantages are secured to the purchasers than to the citizens. 

5th. That so large an extent of territory being disposed of to companies or individuals, will operate as monopo- 
lies, which will prevent or retard settlements, population, and agriculture. 

6th. That, should such disposition be made, at least one-fourth of the lands should be reserved for the future dis- 
posal of the State. 
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7th. That if public notice was given that the land was for sale, the rivalship in purchasers would most properly 
have increased the sums offered. 

sth. ‘The power given to the Executive by the constitution, the duty I owe the community, and the sacredness 
of my oath of office, will, I flatter myself, justify this dissent in the minds of the Legislature, and of my other fel- 
low-citizens. . 


And whereas, the said usurped law, passed on the seventh day of January, one’ thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-five, is also repugnant to the aforerecited sixteenth section, inasmuch as it is repugnant to the seventeenth or 
subsequent section of the said first article, which declares, “* They (the Legislature) shall have power to alter the 
boundaries of the present counties, and to lay off new ones, as well out of the counties already laid off, as out of the 
other territory belonging to the State. When a new county or counties shall be laid off out of any present county 
or counties, such new county or counties shall have their representation apportioned out of the number of repre- 
sentatives of the county or counties gut of which it or they shall be laid out; and when any new county shall be laid 
off in the vacant territory belonging to the State, such county shall have a number of representatives, not exceeding 
three, to be regulated and determined by the General Assembly;” and the territory disposed of not lying within 
the limits of any county already laid off, and a sale and grant thereof, should the said usurped law be deemed 
valid, having been made, it could not be defined the vacant territory belonging to the State, whereby the constitu- 
tional powers vested in the General Assembly, by the said seventeenth section, would be barred and prevented, and, 
consequently, the settlers on the territory sold be deprived of the constitutional right of representation, and is not 
only thus repugnant to the said sixteenth and seventeenth sections, but thereby, and by the relinquishment of the 
right of taxation, until the settlers were represented, which they cannot constitutionally be, is also repugnant to the 
whole letter and spirit of the constitution, it operating as a dereliction of jurisdictional rights, and a virtual dismem- 
berment of the State. 7 

And whereas, in and by the articles of confederation entered into and finally ratified on the first day of March, 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one, by the then thirteen States of America, the territory within the limits 
of each of the said States is, to each of them, respectively, confirmed and guarantied, first by the second article, to 
wit: ‘* Each State retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every power, jurisdiction, and right, 
which is not by the confederation expressly delegated te the United States in Congress assembled.” And second, 
by the last clause of the second section of the ninth article, ‘‘ No State shall be deprived of territory for the benefit 
of the United States.” And in and by the first clause of the sixth article of the federal constitution of the United 
States, ‘* All engagements entered into before the adoption of the said constitution, shall be as valid against the 
United States under the said constitution as under the confederation;” and by the twelfth article of the amend- 
ments to the said constitution, ratified and adopted, ‘** The powers not delegated to the United States by the con- 
stitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States, respectively, or to the people.” 

And whereas, in and by the definitive treaty of peace signed at’ Paris, on the third of September, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-three, the boundaries of the United States were established, and the said United States 
fully recognized and acknowledged by the first article thereof, in the words following: ‘* His Britannic Majesty 
acknowledges the said United States, viz: New Hampshire, Massachusetts-bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, y 2 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, to 
be free, sovereign, and independent States; that he treats with them as such, and for himself, his heirs and suc- 
cessors, relinquishes all claims to the government, proprietary, and territorial rights of the same;” and by the second 
article it is declared, ** And that all disputes which might arise in future on the subject of the boundaries of the said 
United States may be prevented, it is hereby agreed that the following are, and shall be their boundaries.” And 
those boundaries thereby declared, which limit the westwardly and southwardly parts of this State, are thus defined: 
‘* Along the middle of the Mississippi, until it shall intersect the northernmost partof the thirty-first degree of north lati- 
tude; south, by a line drawn due east from the termination of the line last mentioned, in the latitude of thirty-one degrees 
north of the equator, tothe middle of the river Appalachicola or Chattahoochee; thence along the middle thereof, 
to its junction with Flint rivers thence straight to the head of St. Mary’s river; and thence along the middle of St. 
Mary’s river, to the Atlantic ocean:” and the King of Great Britain did, by proclamation dated the 7th day of 
October, in the year 1763, annex to the then province of Georgia all the lands lying between the said river St. 
Mary’s and the Altamaha, its former boundary, claimed by South Carolina under her charters; and the State of 
South Carolina, in and by a convention held and concluded between the commissioners of the said States, at Beau- 
fort, under the authority and articles of the confederation, on the 28th day of April, 1787, did confirm to the State 
of Georgia the southward and westwardly boundaries described in the said treaty of Paris, by a cession and relin- 
quishment of all right, title, and claim, which the said State possessed from the original charter thereof, to the Govern- 
ment, sovereignty, and jurisdiction in and over the same, and also the right of pre-emption of the soil from the native 
Indians, and all other the estate, property, and claim, in or to the said Jand 3 and the boundaries so described also 
coincide with the boundaries of this State as described by the land act of this State now in force, passed at Savannah, 
’ the 17th of September, in the year 1783, (except as to the northern boundary of the State) which by the said conven- 

tion is thus established and ratified by the first article thereof: “ ‘The most northern branch or stream of the river 
Savannah, from the sea or mouth of such stream, to the fork or confluence of the rivers now called ‘Tugaloo; or Keowee; 
and from thence to the most northern branch. or stream of the said river ‘Tugaloo, till it intersects the north boundary 
of South Carolina, if the said branch or stream of Tugaloo extends so fer north, reserving all the islands in the said 
rivers Savannah and Tugaloo to Georgia; but if the head, spring, or source of any branch or stream of the said river 
‘Tugaloo does not extend to the north boundary of South Carolina, then a west line to the Mississippi.”’. 

And whereas, until the formation of the confederation, there could possibly belong no territorial rights to the 
United States, nor after such formation within the chartered limits of any State, but such as were specially ceded 
and relinquished by the respective States; and the people of the State of Georgia have by no act of theirs, or in any 
manner or shape whatever, transferred or alienated, or delegated a power to transfer or alienate the territory 
attempted to be disposed of by the said usurped act passed on the 7th of January, in the year 1795; and the same 
and every part thereofis hereby declared to be vested in the State and people thereof, and inalienable, but by a 
convention called by the people for that express purpose, or by some clause of power expressed by the people dele- 
gating such express power to the Legislature in the constitution. 

And whereas, divested of all fundamental and constitutional authority which: the said usurped act might be de- 
clared by its advocates, and those who claim under it, to be founded on fraud, has been practised to obtain it and 
the grants under it; and itis a fundamental principle, both of law and equity, that there cannot be a wrong with- 
out a remedy, and the State and the citizens thereof have suffered a most — injery in the barter of their 
rights by the said usurped act and grants, and there is no court existing, if the dignity of the State would permit her 
entering one, for the trial of fraud and collusion of individuals, or to contest her a with them, whereby 
the remedy for so notorious an injury could be obtained; and it can no where better lie than with the representa- 
tives of the people chosen by them, after due promulgation by the grand juries of most of the counties of the State, 
of the means practised, and by the remonstrances of the people of the convention, held on the 10th day of May, in the 
year re =" forth the atrocious peculation, corruption, and collusion, by which the said usurped act and grants 
were obtained. 

And whereas, the said petitions and remonstrances of the good people composing the State, to the said late con- 
vention, held at Louisville on tie said 10th day of May, 1795, produced a resolution of that body in the followin 
words: ‘* Resolved, ‘That it is the opinion of this convention that, from the numbers, respectability, and ground of 
complaint stated in the sundry petitions laid before them, that this is a subject of importance, meriting legislative 
deliberation: Ordered, therefore, That such petitions be preserved by the Secretary, and laid before the next Legis- 
lature at their ensuing session.” Which resolution invests this Legislature with conventional powers, guoad hoc, 
_ Or, in common terms, for the purpose of investigating the same, and which gives additional validity to legislative 

authority, were the powers of one Legi ‘uture over the acts of another to be attempted to be questioned. 
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And whereas, it does appear from sundry affidavits and a variety of proofs satisfactory to this Legislature, as well 
as from the presentments of the grand juries, on oath, of a considerable majority of the counties of the State, and by 
the aforerecited petitions and remonstrances of the good people thereof to the convention, and by numerous peti- 
tions to this present Legislature to the same purport, as also from the self-evident proof of fraud, arising from the 
rejection of eight hundred thousand dollars, and the acceptance of five hundred thousand dollars, as the considera - 
tion money for which the said territory was sold; that fraud and corruption were practised to obtain the said act and 
grants, and that a majority of those members of the Legislature who voted in favor of the aforesaid act were en- 
gaged in the purchase; and a majority of one vote only appeared in favor of this said usurped act in Senate, and on 
which majority in that branch the same was passed, and corruption appears against more than one member of that 
body; which, exclusive of the many deceptions used, and the inadequacy of price for such an immense and valua- 
ble tract of country, would be sufficient in equity, reason, and law, to invalidate the contract, even supposing it to 
be constitutional, which this Legislature declares it is not. 

Be it therefore enacted, That the said usurped act, passed on the 7th day of January, in the year 1795, entitled 
** An act, supplementary to an act, entitled An act for appropriating a part of the unlocated territory of this State, for 
the payment of the late State troops, and for other purposes therein mentioned, declaring the right of this State to 
the unappropriated territory thereof, for the protection of the frontiers, and for other purposes,” be, and the same is 
hereby, declared null and void; and the grant or grants, right or rights, claim or claims, issuing, deduced, or derived 


therefrom, or from any clause, letter, or spirit of the same, or any part of the same, is hereby also annulled, ren-- 


dered void, and of no effect; and, as the same was made without constitutional authority, and fraudulently obtained, 
itis hereby declared of no binding, force, or effect, on this State, or the people thereof; but is and are to be consi- 
dered, both law and grants, as they ought to be ipso fucto, of themselves void, and the territory therein mentioned 
is also hereby declared to be the sole property of the State, subject only to the right of treaty of the United States, 
to enable the State to purchase, under its pre-emption right, the Indian title to the same. 

2. And be it further enacted, That, within three days after the passing of this act, the different branches of the 
Legislature shall assemble togethers at which meeting, the officers shal! attend, with the several records, documents, 
and deeds, in the Secretary’s, Surveyor General’s, and other public offices; and which records and documents shall 
then and there be expunged from the face and indexes of the books of record of the State, and the enroiled law or 
usurped act shall then be publicly burnt, in order that no tract of so unconstitutional, vile, and fraudulent a trans- 
action, other than the infamy attached to it by this law, shall remain in the public offices thereof; and it is hereby 
declared the duty of the county officers of record, where any conveyance, bond, or other deed whatever, shall have 
been recorded, relating to the sale of said territory, under the said usurped act, to produce the book wherein the 
said deed, bond, or conveyance may be so recorded, to the superior court, at the next session of the court after the 
passing this law, and which court is hereby directed to cause such clerk or keeper of the public records of the count 
to obliterate the same in their presence; and if such clerk or keeper of records neglect or refuse so to do, he shall 
be, and is hereby, declared incapable of holding any office of trust or confidence in this State, and the superior 
court shall suspend him; and, from and after the passing of this act, if any clerk of a county, notary public, or 


other officer keeping record, shall enter any transaction, agreement, conveyance, grant, law, or contract, relative to 


the said purchase under the said usurped act on their books of record, whereby claim can be derived of authority of 
record, he or they shall be rendered incapable of holding any office of trust or profit within this State, and be liable 
to a penalty of one thousand dollars, to be-:recovered in any court within and under the jurisdiction of this State; one 
half thereof to be given for the benefit of the informer, and the other half to be lodged in the treasury for the use 
of the Commonwealth. 

3. And be it further enacted, That the said usurped law, passed on the 7th of January, in the year 1795, shall not, 
nor shall any grant or grants, issued by virtue thereof, or any deed or conveyance, agreement or contract, scrip or 
paper relative thereto, be received as evidence in any court of law or equity of this State, so far as to establish a right 
to the said territory, or to any part thereof: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent 
such deed or conveyance, agreement or contract, between individuals, scrip issued by the pretended purchasers, or 
g received as evidence in private actions fur the recovery of any moneys given, paid, or ex- 


other paper, from bein C sf id, 
changed, as the consideration for the pretended sales by the original pretended purchasers, or persons claiming and 


selling by and under them. 

4. And beit further enacted, That his excellency the Governor be, and he is hereby empowered and required 
to issue warrants on the Treasurer, after the expiration of sixty days, in favor of such persons as may have bona fide 
deposited moneys, bank bills, or stock, in the funds of the United States, or warrants, in part or in whole payment 
of pretended shares of the said) retended purchased territory: Provided, The same shall be now therein, and not 
otherwise: And provided, also, That the risk attending the keeping the sum or sums so paid in, be deemed, and is 
hereby declared to lie entirely with the persons who deposited them; and that any charge of guards or other expenses 
for safe keeping thereof be deducted therefrom; and in case of neglect of application to his excellency therefor, 
within eight months after the passing this act, the same shall be, and is hereby, deemed property derelict, and es- 
cheated. to and for the use of this State. 

5. And be it further enacted, That any pretended power assumed, usurped, or intended by the said act, or any 
clause or letter of the same, or which may or can be construed to that purpose by the said usurped act, grant or grants 
under it, or from the Journal of the Senate or House of Representatives, to apply to the Government of the United 
States, for the extinguishment of the Indian claims to the lands within the boundaries in the said usurped act men- 
tioned, and the holding any treaty by the said General Government, in consequence of any application therefor, by 
the company purchasers, under the said usurped act, so far as may effect the rights of this State to the lands 
therein described, is, and are hereby also declared, null and void; and the right of applying for, and the extinguish- 
ment of Indian claims to, any lands within the boundaries of this State, as herein described, being a sovereign right, 
ishereby further declared to be vested in the people and Government of this State, to whom the right of pre-emption 
to the same belongs, subject only to the controlling power of the United States to authorize any treaty or treaties 
for, and to superintend the same. 

6.. And be it further enacted, That, in order to prevent future frauds on individuals, as far as the nature of the 
case will admit, his excellency the Governor is hereby required, as soon as may be after the passing of this law, 
to promulgate the same throughout the United States. 

THOMAS STEPHENS, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


BENJAMIN TALIAFERRO, President of the Senate. 


Concurred, February 13th, 1796. 
JARED IRWIN, Governor. 
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GEORGIA LAND CLAIMS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 22, 1803. 


To the honorable Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States: 


The undersigned, claimants and agents of claimants of lands situate in the territory lately ceded to the 
United States by the State of Georgia, beg leave, through you, to communicate to the honorable House of Repre- 
sentatives, their respectful acknowledgments for the opportunity offered to them of being heard at the bar of the 
House in support of their claims, and, at the same time, to decline occupying the time of the House, so near the 
close of the session of Congress, and when so many important subjects are ss for consideration. ‘The under- 
signed have never considered the law under which the report* was made by the honorable commissioners of the 
United States, and which is now before the honorable House, as providing for a trial of the merits of their claims, 
and are, therefore, not prepared with the documents and evidence necessary for submitting them to the consideration 
of Congress. Their title has not been investigated by a hearing befure the commissioners, and they presume the 
unfavorablé impression, which appears from their report to have been made on their minds, respecting the merits of 
their claim, has probably been produced from having one side of. the cause only brought into view by statements and 
ex parte depositions, made necessary, no doubt, to the formation of that opinion, which the law required them to 
give, but 2 the claimants had not seen until they appeared in print among the documents accompanying the 
report: considerable time must be deemed necessary to prepare for the full examination of a subject so complex 
both in principles and in facts; especially when such examination is to he made by persons principally residing at 
the distance of one thousand miles from the place where the occurrence happened, and who, from being innocent 
purchasers, without notice of the fraud or corruption, if any such should be found to have existed, have very limited 
means of encountering the testimony, that a powerful and vigilant majority there, with full opportunity and dispo- 
sition for investigation, have been able to produce. Were the claimants to enter into the question of title thus un- 
prepared at the bar of the House, the frauds that have been suggested must probably be considered as admitted. 
heir only defence against the accusation would be, that fraud by the Legislature of the State of Georgia, in passing . 
a law, could not be alleged to deteat the rights of innocent subsequent purchasers upon the faith of that law. The 
claimants do not consider it prudent in them to abandon all other ground, without examination, and rely on this alone, 
although, to their apprehension, it is unanswerable. ‘They conceive that the Legislature were the State, and that 
Georgia can no more allege their fraud to vacate their grant, than an individual can vacate his deed by alleging his 
own fraud. ‘They conceive that the Legisiature were the supreme power of the State, and that it is a contradiction 
to say that, asa Legislature, they can be charged with malconduct, and their alienation of property be vacated by 
another tribunal. They conceive it is equally against principles to say that a subsequent Legislature can sit in 
judgment on the conduct and motives of a former Legislature, convict them of fraud and corruption, and vacate 
their grants. They conceive that, according to long established principles of distributive justice, when the question 
is, which of two innocent parties shall suffer by the misbehavior of a third person, that party is to suffer which has 
placed that confidence in the offender, which has enabled him to deceive others by his false credit, and. of course, 
been accessary to his fraud and misconduct. That the employer is to suffer by the fraud of his agent, and not an 
innocent person, whom the employer has induced to deal with him. They apply this —— thus: If the question 
be, who shall bear the loss, the people of Georgia or the purchasers under the law ot Georgia, the former ought to 
bear it, as they appointed the Legislature, and authorized them to make laws, and grant public property; the latter, 
in purchasing, only gave confidence to the solemn act of the supreme power of the State. 

The undersigned hope to be pardoned for introducing these preliminary remarks, which seem to be rendered 
necessary by the report of the commissioners. ‘They conceive, however, that a compromise of their claims, and 
not a decision on their title, is the object of the report before the House. With immediate reference, therefore, to 
this object, they respectfully propose two amendments to the plan founded on the report of commissioners, which 
they consider perfectly coincident with the principles of the commissioners, as expressed in the report, and to be 
liable to none of the objections which they have stated. ‘The first amendment proposed is, that the proportion of 
the five millions of acres, that may be appropriated for satisfying claims, other than those under the act of the State 
of Georgia of the 7th of January, 1795, should be limited by law. They are confident, from all the information they 
can obtain, as wellas from the report of the commissioners, that five hundred thousand acres would be abundantly 
sufficient for that purpose. The second amendment proposed is, that if any surplus should remain of the proceeds of 
the sales of the five millions of acres, after deducting the said proportion for other claims, and after paying the cer- 
tificates that may be issued to the claimants under the act. such surplus, not exceeding the rate of two dollars 
per acre, shall hereafter be divided among the claimants under the act, in the same proportion as the certificates to 
them are now to be issued and claimable by them, their executors, and administrators. Justice, predicated on the 
report of the commissioners, seems to require these amendments, because the commissioners state that the plan 
reported by them * does not give a full indemnity to every claimant,” but “ gives, in the aggregate, neurly as much 
as has been paid in the whole by all the present claimants.”” When it is considered that the agen moneys 
were paid years ago, and that great expenses have been incurred by the purchasers, it is evident that the plan pro- 
posed is far short of an average indemnity, and yet the report itself speaks of a sum which may be offered as an 
indemnity. The amendments proposed are in perfect conformity with the act of cession from Georgia, which 
seems to contemplate the appropriation of five millions of acres, or the proceeds thereof, to satisfying claims. The 
proposed amendments are not lable to either of the objections stated in the report. ‘There can be no danger of 
** depreciation,” or that ** the nominal sum offered as an indemnity will exceed what the fund may be sufficient to 
discharge,” when certificates are to issue only for the sum reported by the commissioners, and the subsequent 
dividend to be contingent on there being a surplus at the minimum price, and to be Jimited by it. The proposed 
ainendments will not ** bind Congress not to reduce the price of those lands below two dollars per acre, if other 
considerations shall render the reduction expedient.”” The commissioners, in their report, are pleased to say that 
** they believe the interest of the United States, the tranquillity of those who may hereafter inhabit the country, 
and various equitable considerations, which may be urged in favor of most of the present claimants, render it expe- 
dient to enter into a compromise on reasonable terms.” The undersigned humbly conceive that the above proposed 
amendments of the plan reported by the commissioners form “ reasonable terms;” and to which they will assent, 
notwithstanding they consider that, in so doing, they make a great sacrifice of individual rights, in order fo attain 
the public objects, stated as above by the commissioners, and to put an end to an unpleasant controversy between 
the Government of their country and themselves; it is for the wisdom of Congress to determine, whether the volun- 
tary assent of the claimants to the arrangements of this object is not of more substantial benefit to the Govern- 
ment, than the small additional boon they require for that assent. th 

With the highest considerations of respect to the supreme Legislature of the nation, we subscribe ourselves your 


most devoted servants, 
WILLIAM PAYNE, JOSEPH SANDS, 
SAMUEL DEXTER, N. LE FAVRE, 


Sir: 


WILLIAM HULL, JOHN PECK by 
PEREZ MORTON, P. MORTON, 
JOSEPH PEPPIN, JONATHAN ARNOLD. 


*See No. 74., 
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7th Concress. ] No. 76. [2d Session. 








INDIANA TERRITORY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE: HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 2, 1803. 


Mr. Ranpoxpu, from the committee to whom were referred a letter from William Henry Harrison, President ot 


the Convention, held at Vincennes, declaring the consent of the people of Indiana to the suspension of the sixth 


article of compact between the United States and the people of that territory; also, a memorial and petition of the 
inhabitants of the said territory; made the following report: 


That the rapid population of the State of Ohiv sufficiently evinces, in the opinion of your committee, that the 
labor of slaves is not necessary to promote the growth and settlement of colonies in that region. That this labor, 
demonstrably the dearest of any, can only be employed to advantage in the cultivation of products more. valuable 
than any known to that quarter of the United States: that the committee deem it highly dangerous and inexpe- 
dient to impair a provision wisely calculated to promote the happiness and prosperity of the Northwestern country, 
and to give strength and security to that extensive frontier. In the salutary operation of this sagacious and benevo- 
lent restraint, it is believed that the inhabitants of Indiana will, at no very distant day, find ample remuneration for 
a temporary privation of labor and of emigration. 

On the various objects of the memorial, your committee beg leave to observe: 

That, an appropriation having been made, empowering the Executive to extinguish Indian titles to lands within 
the limits of the United States, the particular direction of that power rests entirely with that department of the 
Government; that, to permit the location of the claims under the resolve of Congress of the 29th of August, 1788, 
and the act of the 3d of March, 1791, (of whose number and extent the committee are entirely ignorant) in the 
mode pointed out in the memorial, would be an infringement upon that regular mode of survey and of location 
which a been so happily adhered to in relation to the public lands. At the same time, the committee are of opinion 
that, after those lands shall have been surveyed, a certain number of townships should be designated, out of which 
the claims aforesaid ought to be satisfied. Ina country abounding in new and unsettled lands, it is presumed that 
every individual may become a proprietor of the soil; and inasmuch as the people of Indiana will, at a period not 
far distant, be enabled to establish the right of suffrage on such principles as the majority may approve, the com- 
mittee deem it inexpedient to alter a regulation whose effect is to retain in the hands of persons necessarily attached 
to the welfare of the country, the Government of a remote dependency, which, from its vicinage to the territories 
= foreign States, and from the sparseness of its population, might, otherwise, be exposed to foreign intrigue and in- 

uence. 

Measures having been taken to put the salt spring below the mouth of the Wabash river in a situation to yield 
every possible benefit to the adjacent country, the committee are of opinion that it is, at this time, inexpedient to 
vest that property in the Legislature of the Indiana territory. From such a consideration as they have been enabled 
to bestow on the subject at this late period of the session, and under the pressure of accumulating business, they 
recommend the following resolutions, which are respectfully submitted to the judgment of the House: 

1, Resolved, That it is inexpedient to suspend, for a limited time, the operation of the sixth article of compact 
between the original States and the people and States west of the river Ohio. : 

2. Resolved, That a provision, not exceeding one thirty-sixth part of the public lands within the Indiana territory, 
ought to be made for the support of schools within the same. ' ; ‘ 

3. Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, required to cause an estimate to be made 
of the number and extent of their claims to lands under the resolve of Congress of the 29th of August, 1788, and 
the act of the 3d of March, 1791; and to lay the same before this House at the ensuing session of Congress. 

4. Resolved, ‘That in all sales of the public lands within the territory of Indiana, the right of pre-emption be 
given to actual settlers on the same. eee aah , 

5. Resolved, ‘That it is inexpedient to grant lands to individuals for the purpose of establishing houses of enter- 
tainment, and of opening certain roads. ; 

6 Resolved, That it is, at this time, inexpedient to vest in the Legislature of Indiana the salt spring below the 
mouth of the Wabash river. 

7. Resolved, ‘That it is inexpedient to alter the existing regulation of the right of suffrage within the said 


territory. 
8, Trtaleed, That compensation ought to be made to the Attorney General of the said territory, for services per- 
formed by him in behalf of the United States. 


Notr.—See further report, No. 173, miscellaneous. 





8th Coneress. ] No. 77. [ist Session. 





ILLINOIS AND WABASH LAND COMPANIES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 27TH OF OCTOBER, 1803. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States, the memorial and petition of the Illinois and Wabash Land 
Companies, humbly showeth: 


That the memorial by them presented to your honorable House, during the last session of Congress, and refer- 
red, as is understood, to a committee of your body, has not been reported on; that their solicitude to obtain 
the sense of Congress, on a subject so interesting to them as is that on which they again address your honorable 


body, is forcibly excited by publications announcing, though not officially, the purchase, by a Government agent, of 


a considerable tract of country from the Kaskaskias tribe of Indians; that repeated representations have been made 
by your memorialists to Congress of a similar purchase long since by them effected, not only from the aforemen- 
tioned Indians, and other tribes comprehended under the general term of Illinois Indians, but likewise from other 
Indian tribes, aborigines, and possessors of lands in the vicinity, and contiguous to the river Wabash and its 
waters; that, should the purchase, said to have been negutiated under the authority of the United States, unexpect- 
edly and unfortunately interfere with either of those heretofore made by your memorialists, whose boundaries, as 
described in the original deeds, formerly submitted to a joint committee of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, copies of which remain on the files of your honorable House, and which the companies had proposed to cede 
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conditionally to the Union, they must ascribe it to a benevolent and liberal policy, extended towards an indigent 

and helpless race, rather than to any doubts entertained of the aforenamed Indians having alienated the therein . 
described property, or of the validity of the title of your memorialists; that your memorialists still adhere to the 

cession as heretofore offered by them to the United States, and on which proposal a committee of your House re- 

ported as follows: 


“¢ That, in the opinion of the committee, the said deeds (meaning those obtained by your memorialists from the 
different tribes of Indians) having been given by the Indians, proprietors of the soil before the declaration of the 
independence of the United States, for a valuable consideration, bona fide paid, are sufficient to extinguish the 
Indian title to the lands therein described; and, therefore, that, on ane ex of justice and equity, the United States 
should agree to the proposal aforesaid, made by the petitioners.” In the “* justice and equity” of Congress, alike 
the protectors of the rights of individuals, as guardians of the public interests, they confidently confide; praying, 
at a convenient moment, the attention of the House of Representatives to the memorial and accompanying docu- 
ments, presented during the last session of the Legislature of the Union, by your memorialists. 





JOHN SHEE, 
Sole survivor of the committee appointed and authorized to solicit, manage, and negotiate the affairs of the company with 
Congress. 
Ocroser 17, 1803. 
8th Conaress. } . No. 78. List Session. 


LAND CLAIMS IN MISSISSIPPI. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, NOVEMBER 25, 1803. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled, the petition 
of the Legislative Council and House of Representatives of the Mississippi territory, respectfully showeth: 


That your petitioners acknowledge the liberality of Congress in peeriding, by law, for the confirmation of certain 
titles to lands within this territory, in addition to those conditioned for by the articles of agreement and cession be- 
tween the United States and the State of Georgia; certain claims have, nevertheless, been omitted, which your 
petitioners cannot suppose to have proceeded from design, but because such descriptions of title did not present 
themselves to view at the moment of enacting the law regulating the grants of land south of the State of Tennessee. 

The first claim to landed property, which your petitioners are now desirous of stating to your honorable body. 
depends upon a warrant of survey, granted by the Spanish Government, and, in consequence thereof, the land 
actually surveyed, and the proprietor furnished with a plat and certificate by the surveyor, executed previous to the 
27th of October, 1795. ‘This species of title the inhabitants have been in the habit of considering as an absolute 
right, although not completed by patent, and such titles have been permitted to descend by inheritance, or to be 
transferred by sale, although no improvement or actual settlement has been made. 

Your petitioners respectfully present, also, to the notice of your honorable body, that, in the first section of the 
aforesaid act, it is provided that any person who had obtained a warrant of survey of lands from the British or Spa- 
nish Government shall be confirmed in his titles, provided that the lands were actually inhabited and cultivated by 
such person, or for his use, on the 27th day of October, 1795, (no survey of the land being here required.) In pur- 
suing the strict letter of this section of the act, a person may be deprived of his lands, who had improved and cul- 
tivated them for many years, but who, by the rotation of crops, and the necessary repose to be given to the soil, had 
judged it expedient to discontinue the cultivation of lands of the last mentioned description, during the year 1795, 
which, your petitioners are fully persuaded, was not the intention of Congress. 

It is also provided by the aforesaid act, that no certificate shall be issued by the commissioners for lands lying 
east of the Tombigbee river, although a considerable number of persons are settled to the east of that river, on lands 
to which the Indian title has been extinguished, holding such rights as are customary within other parts of the terri- 
tory;and which provision, your petitioners presume, would not have been admitted, had Congress been duly apprized 
of the abovestated circumstance. ; a 

An injury would also arise from that part of the aforesaid act, (if carried into effect) which provides that minors, 
not being the ‘heads of families, shall not be confirmed in their claims to lands held by warrant of survey and im- 
provements; many elderly persons residing in this country have preferred making application, in the names of their 
children, to the Spanish Government for lands, on which large improvements are now made. The operation of the 
aforesaid provision would, in many cases, turn out to beggary and misery families which are now comfortably settled. 

Your petitioners, therefore, respectfully solicit that your honorable body will be pleased to take into considera- 
tion the premises, and enact such supplementary ordinance as shall authorize the commissioners to confirm all 
claims and titles to lands under the circumstances above described. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, &c. 

WILLIAM CONNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN ELLIS, 
President of the Legislative Council. 
Attest: Ricuarp S. WHEATLEY, 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 


Note.—See Report No. 92. 
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No. 79. [1st Gansson. 





8th Conergss. } 


REVISION OF THE LAWS RESPECTING THE SALE OF LANDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 2, 1803. 


Mr. Nicpoxson, from the committee who were directed to inquire into the expediency of amending the several acts 
providing for the sale of the public lands of the United States, made the following report, in part: 


By an act passed at the last session of Congress, entitled “‘ An act regulating the grants of land, and providing 
tor the disposal of the lands of the United States south of the State of Tennessee,” so much of the five millions of 
acres, which were reserved by the articles of agreement between the United States and the State of Georgia, as 
might be necessary for that purpose, were appropriated for the purpose of satisfying, quieting, and compensating, 
the various claims to lands lying within the Tisctiosines territory, which were destver from an act of the State of 
Georgia, passed on the —— day of , in the year 1795, the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and the Attorney General, were authorized to receive from the claimants propositions of compromise and settlement, 
and to report their opinion thereon to the present session of Congress. 

The committee are of opinion that the final extinguishment of these claims is an object of primary importance; 
inasmuch as the sales of land by the United States, in the Mississippi territory, will, of necesssity, be materially af- 
fected by the conflicting titles which may be derived from the United States, and from the claimants under the act 
of Georgia, although the titles derived from the latter source may ultimately prove defective. 

It is probable that propositions of compromise may have been offered by some of the claimants, but the nature 
and extent of these the committee are totally unacquainted with; nor is it known whether all the claimants, who 
are numerous, and reside generally at a considerable distance from the seat of Government, can make their proposi- 
tious during the present session. ‘This circumstance will, of course, very much retard the final settlement of a 
dispute, which the interest of the United States requires should be speedily adjusted. 

The committee, therefore, beg leave to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Attorney General, for the time 
being, be authorized to receive propositions of compromise and settlement from the several companies or persons, 
claiming public lands in the territory of the United States, lying south of the State of Tennessee, and west of the 
State of Georgia; and finally to adjust and settle the same, in such manner as, in their opinion, will conduce to the 


interests of the United States. 





Notz.—See further report, No. 94. 





(ist Session. 


8th Concress. ] ‘ No. 80. 


CLAIMS OF TENNESSEE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, DECEMBER 5, 1803. 


To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 


The undersigned respectfully represent that the State of Tennessee, being particularly desirous to preserve that 
harmony which hath hitherto happily subsisted between the United States and that State, hath, on her part, ap- 
nointed the undersigned commissioners, with full powers to settle the disputes between the United States and said 
State, respecting the vacant and unappropriated lands lying within the limits of the State of Tennessee. The un- 
dersigned, therefore, respectfully suggest the expediency of passing a law, authorizing the President of the United 
States to appoint commissioners, a majority of whom shall have power to adjust and determine, with such as are 
appointed under the legislative authority of the State of ‘Tennessee, all interfering claims of the United States and 
that State, to the vacant and unappropriated lands, lying within the limits of the said State of Tennessee. 

JOS. ANDERSON, 
WM. COCKE, 

WM. DICKSON, 
JOHN RHEA, 

GEO. W. CAMPBELL. 





8th Concress. ] No. 81. (ist Sessiov. 








CLAIMS OF THE CITY OF NATCHEZ 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 15, 1803. 


Mr. Latrimore, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Assistants . 


of the city of Natchez, made the following report: 


That, from investigating the subject of the said petition, it appears, that in the aforementioned city are two lots, 
(upon which is a public building) and between twenty and thirty acres of unoccupied land, lying between the houses 
and the Mississippi river; which said lots and land are claimed in behalf of the said city, by the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Assistants of the same; but to which no legal evidence of title has been exhibited. 

In the 12th section of an act passed the last session of Congress, entitled ‘* An act regulating the grants of land, 
and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United States, south of the State of Tennessee,”’ an exception is 
made “ of such town lots, not exceeding two in the town of Natchez, and of such an out lot adjoining the same, not 
exceeding thirty acres, as may be the property of the United States, to be located by the Governor of the Mississippi 


territory, for the use of Jefferson College.” 
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From all the information which your committee possess relative to the number of town lots, it does not appear 
that the location can be made in favor of the college, pursuant to the 12th section of the act above cited, vite 
depriving the town of the two lots which it claims, as having been originally reserved for its use and convenience. 

Whether the land lying between the houses and the river can be ‘Jocated, by virtue of sé much of the said 12th 
section as excepts thirty acres of an out lot, in favor of the said college, is a point which is not so clear in the view of 

our committee; seeing that, through this land is the only road to another part of the town, which lies below the hill, 
immediately on the bank of the river. But, believing it expedient to secure to the city the use of the said lots and 
land, your committee beg leave to state the reasons upon which their opinion is founded. 

The town of Natchez, from its situation, is necessarily frequented by a great concourse of people in descending 
and ascending the Mississippi, and in returning home by land from the lower country. From its situation, also, it 
is always subject to an influx of Indians, who, from excess and intoxication, (which it is exceedingly ditticult to 
prevent) often breed riots and tumults, to the no small annoyance of the inhabitants. Hence arises a necessity for 
a strong and vigilant police, and, of consequence, for a court-house and gaol, which convenience and security would 
require to be in a central part of the city. The two lots claimed by the town appear to furnish a site peculiarly 
adapted for such buildings. But if the nght to them shal! be vested in the college, it is not probable that the town 
could obtain them for that purpose, without paying a far greater sum than its present resources would allow. From 
the exclusive support of a number of paupers and sick persons, from all parts of the Western country and other 
places; and from a variety of local purposes, for which considerable sums are necessary, besides a full portion of 
county and territorial taxes; the corporation have already to sustain such a burthen of expense, as your committee 
—- : would be improper to increase, by a deprivation of any. advantages that its own internal circumstances 
may afford. ; 

y there appears to be no other Jand claimed by the town, which is suitable for commons, besides that which 
lies between the houses and the river, it would also be improper, in the opinion of your committee, to deprive the 
town of the convenience thereof, by providing for an. object which might be otherwise effected. But another, and 
much more weighty consideration, influences their opinion on this subject. If this land is held by the town, expe- 
rience will dictate the propriety of keeping it unoccupied by buildings, and of planting it with trees, in order to pre- 
serve the health of the inhabitants; but if it is possessed by the college, the interest of that institution will require 
that it should be either leased or sold; in which case it would be crowded with houses, which, by confining and 
vitiating the air, would render the town unpleasant and unhealthy. ; 

While your committee conceive it to be at all* times honorable and proper to make liberal provision for the 
establishment of literary institutions, they cannot but regret that this provision cannot be fully applied to the lauda 
ble purpose for which it was made, without producing injuries, for which it will not be within the competence c: 
Congress to make reparation. But your committee believe, thai, if the exceptionable part of this provision shall be 
—_— Congress will possess the disposition as well as the power to compensate the college, by other suitable 

onations. 

From these considerations, and from a persuasion that the claim of the town of Natchez to the aforementioned 
lots and land, and its important uses for the same, were both unknown to Congress at the time that the law except- 
ing them for the use of the college was enacted; your committee are of opinion, that so much of the said law as 
makes the exception, ought to be repealed; and, therefore, respectfully submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That so much of the 12th section of the,act passed the 3d day of March last, entitled ** An act regu- 
lating the grants of land, and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United States, south of the State of Ten- 
nessee,” as excepts *‘ such town lots not exceeding two in the town of Natchez, and of such an out lot adjoining the 
same, not exceeding thirty acres, as may be the property of the United States, to be located by the Governor of the 
Mississippi territory, for the use of Jefferson College,” vught to be repealed. ' 


Note.—See No. 100. 





No. 82. [ist SEssron. 


8th Concress. ] 








AMENDMENTS SUGGESTED TO THE LAWS RELATING TO SURVEYS AND SALE OF 
LANDS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 23, 1803. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, in Congress assembled, the peti- 
tion of the undersigners, residents and purchasers in the State of Ohio, respecfully showeth: 


That your petitioners, whilst. they highly approve of the “ adopted in surveying the public lands, tending 
effectually to prevent the uncertainty of title, and the many unhappy effects attending it, with much deference, give 
it as their opinion, that the existing laws of the United States, providing for the sale of the public lands, are suscep- 
tible of sundry amendments, which, whilst they will greatly increase the sale of the lands, and, of course, promote 
the interest of the Union at large, will enaule the industrious resident or emigrant to purchase a quantity proportion- 
ate to his capital, and, by this means, be mutually advantageous to the Government and individuals. Your petition- 
ers very respectfully offer, for the consideration of your honorable body, the amendments which they believe will 
produce the effects above mentioned: _ , | 

First, then, your petitioners are convinced, from the knowledge and experience of many of them, that the land is 
sold in tracts too large for purchasers generally, which tends to encourage speculation in more wealthy citizens, as well 
as to prevent the settlement of the country, your petitioners, in order to remedy this evil, respectfully propose the 
following amendment, which will not alter the present system of surveying the lands, nor be attended with any 
additional expense to the United States, viz: ‘That the lands be surveyed into tracts containing one-sixth of a 
section, or one hundred and six and two-thirds acres, at the expense of the purchaser, by surveyors appointed for 
that purpose. __ ‘ ; ; 

Secondly, Your petitioners have ever viewed that part of the law imposing an interest of six per centum per 
annum, on the amount of purchase money unpaid after and from the day of sale, as being severe, and contrary to the 
general custom which prevails in the several States and among individuals in the sale of lands; many of your peti- 
tioners have sold their property in the Atlantic States, on long payments, and without interest, until the payments 
become due; others of your petitioners removed to the country at an early period, witha view to provide a home for 
their rising families, and, having settled, and expended much labor on public land, were, in some measure, obliged to 
purchase, although much dissatisfied with this part of the law. When your honorable body reflect, that the mini- 
mum price of the lands per acre is two dollars; a higher price than has been asked by any State in the Union for 
uncultivated lands; the difficulties encountered by the first settlers in this new country; exposed, by want of accom- 
modation and the necessaries of life, to sickness, frequent losses of property, no regular market, as yet, for their 
surplus produce, with many other difficulties which might be enumerated; and, above all, when your honorable 
body reflect that the United States have at least two hundred millions of acres of land on the Mississippi and Ohio 
rivers, and their respective waters, at present a wilderness, your petitioners trust you will believe it good 
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policy to encourage the settlement of the country, for reasons which your st believe too = to men- 
tion. Your petitioners, therefore, es geome d request that the payments for land purchased of the United States 
may not be charged with interest until after the periods fixed for payment. Your petitioners are the more sanguine 
in expecting this amendment will take place, when they recollect that when the law of May 10, 1800, passed the 
House of Representatives, the principle your petitioners advocate was adopted, but by an amendment of the Senate; 
the features of the bill were greatly altered, and, as your petitioners conceive, to the disadvantage of the United 
States, and of individuals. i ; : 

Thirdly, Your petitioners respectfully request the three reserved sections in each township may be offered for 
sale as soon after the next session of Congress, and on such terms as your honorable body shall think most proper. 

Fourthly, Your petitioners respectfully request that fractions, or part of sections, may be sold separate from the 
adjoining entire sections; it frequently happens that two, three, four, and sometimes five, fractional sections are 
attached to one entire section, making, in some cases, a tract of more than two thousand acres of land, no part of 
which can be sold, and very few are able to purchase the whole. | 

Fifthly, Your petitioners respectfully submit to the consideration of your honorable body, the propriety of charg- 
ing entry and patent fees, and most respectfully request the law on this subject may be altered, that the purchasers 
may obtain their patents from the registers, respectively. and not be obliged to go or send to the seat of the General 
Government for them. Your petitioners are very deeply impressed with a sense of their obligations to the General 
Government for their late repeated acts of friendship and disinterestedness towards the citizens of Ohio; and, on 
their part, they can only assure pm honorable body that it is their sincere wish to promote the interest of. the 
Union at large, by facilitating all in their power the sale of the public lands on such terms as Congress shall think 
best calculated to promote the general interest. Your petitioners, having now a representation in Congress, refer 
your honorable body to them for more correct information in detail on the foregoing subjects. 

And your petitioners, very respectfully, as in duty bound, &c. 
JOHN BOGGS, Senr. and others. 





Sth ConereEss. ] No. 83. [ist Session. 


MILITARY LAND WARRANTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 26, 1803. 


Mr. Van Horne, from the committee appointed, in pursuance of a resolution of the fifth instant, ** to inquire into 
the expediency of giving further time to the proprietors of military land warrants, to obtain and locate the same,”’ 
and to whom were referred several petitions on the same subject, made the following report: 


That, so early as the 16th September, 1776, a resolution was passed by Congress, promising the officers and sol- 
diers who should continue in service during the war, a bounty in lands. 

* That, on the 20th May, 1785, an ordinance was made, setting apart certain portions of land within the seven 
ranges of townships northwest of the Ohio river, to be drawn for, under the direction of the Secretary of War; but, 
by another ordinance, of 22d October, 1789, it was in part repealed, and two other tracts set apart for satisfyin 
military claims, viz: one million acres west of the seven ranges of townships, and a tract lying on the northwest o 
Ohio, and between the Wabash and Mississippi rivers. 

That provision was also made the 9th July, 1788, authorizing the Secretary of War to issue land warrants to offi- 
re and soldiers, and their assigns, or legal representatives; and locations permitted on townships of six miles square 
only. 

That, during the existence of those provisions, and the frequent variations thereof, under the former Govern- 
ment, your committee cannot find that the claimants were, or could become, possessed of their promised bounty. 

In pursuing the inquiry, since the establishment of the present Government, they find that a law passed the first 
day of June, A. D. 1796, appropriating (in lieu of the former) a tract of land east of the Scioto river, and south of 
the Indian boundary line, amply sufficient to satisfy all military claims, which provides for surveying the same in 
townships and quarter townships, and the manner of locating military land warrants, but limits the time for making 
co pm to the Ist day of January, 1800. These provisions appear to have expired before any locations were 
made. 

By a supplementary law, passed the 21 March, 1799, the time for registering warrants and making locations was 
extended to the Ist day of January, A. D. 1802, but no locations, on a less quantity than four thousand acres, could 


‘be made before the 17th March, 1800. It is, therefore, believed that many meritorious claimants, unable to locate 


a quarter towoship, and not knowing with whom to associate for that purpose, have become discouraged, and proba- 
bly never heard of the latter provision until its expiration; for, although subsequent laws extended, partially, the 
provisions down to April last, the whole time afforded for locating military land warrants will not be found to 
exceed three years—a period of time, in the opinion of your committee, too limited for a class of citizens scattered 
over so immense an extent of territory as the United States, to avail themselves of it, for obtaining a bounty to which 
they are so justly entitled. 

They, therefore, submit to the House the following resolutions: 
: Ist. Resolved, ‘That further time ought to be given to claimants of military land warrants to obtain and locate 
the same. 

2d. Resolved, That further time ought to be given to the holders of military land warrants to locate the same. 

3d. Resolved, ‘That all locations, hereafter to be made, shall be on the unlocated parts of the fifty quarter town- 
ships, and fractional parts of townships, appropriated for satisfying the claims of individuals for military services, by 
a law of the Ist day of January, one thousand eight hundred. 


Dear Sir: Fesruary 4, 1804. 


i find no other safe way to extend the time for obtaining and locating military warrants, than to revive and 
continue in force, till the 1st January next, the act of 26th April, 1802, with two provisoes; the one to confine the 
locations to the reserved quarter townships, and the other to ascertain that no warrant shall be located, a duplicate 
for which issued by virtue of the act of 3d March, 1803. In this way, holders of warrants already issued will be 
able to locate them till 1st January next; and the Secretary of War will receive applications on claims (for which 
the warrants have not yet been issued, or have been lost) till the same time. And next session a law may be passed 
similar to the second section of the act of 3d March, 1803, to authorize the issuing and locating of warrants for 
os thus applied for. The destruction of papers in the War Office prevents any other safe mode of granting 
relief. 

With respect, your obedient servant, 
; ALBERT GALLATIN. 
The sketch of a bill to that effect is enclosed. 


Honorable Mr. Van Horne, in Congress. 
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CLAIM TO LAND FOR MILITARY SERVICES BEFORE THE DECLARA- 
TION OF INDEPENDENCE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 26, 1803, 


Mr. Joun Corron Smirn, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the petition of John Thompson, 
made the following report: 


The petitioner states that, in consequence of having served as ensign three years in the British service, he 
became entitled, in virtue of the royal proclamation of 1763, to two thousand acres of land, which quantity was 
— surveyed to him on the waters of the Salt Lick creek, in the year 1773. He prays that this tract, or an 
equivalent for it, may be granted to him. : 

If the petitioner acquired a title to the land by the proclamation and survey to which he refers, what prevents 
his establishing its validity in a court of justice? If no title was acquired, where is the obligation on the part of the 
United States to pay debts contracted, or to perform engagements made, by the King of Great Britain anterior to 


the Revolution? re - 
Your committee are of opinion the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA YAZOO COMPANY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 28, 1803, 
To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress now assembled. 


The memorial of Alexander Moultrie, of South Carolina, in behalf of himself and others, claimants of compensa- 
tion, under the late session and convention between Georgia and the United States, and the acts lately passed 
in Congress thereon, as purchasers of Mississippi territory, in the year 1789, from Georgia, respectfully showeth: 


That your memorialist, in the behalf aforesaid, some time in December, 1802, presented to the commissioners 
appointed by Congress to receive and adjust the claims for compensation, under the convention aforesaid, the peti- 
tion and representation hereunto annexed, marked A, setting forth fully their right to a certain territory therein 
mentioned, and oa sone from the State of Georgia, in December, 1789, and which has been ceded by Georgia in 
April, 1802, to the United States, praying, by said petition and representation, compensation for the damages and 
losses sustained by such purchase, and the cession so made of the same to the United States, as by the said petition 
and representation more fully and particularly will appear, and to which your memorialist begs leave to refer. 

That, after the said petition and representation had been presented, your memorialist was heard on the same 
before the honorable the House of Representatives, on the 22d day of February last, in support of the rights claimed 
therein, and of the application for compensation, under the convention with Georgia; and certain measures were 
thereon adopted, in the Legislature of Congress, as set forth in the memorial B, hereunto also annexed, and lately 
presented to the commissioners therein named, as by the said memorial, and the journals of Congress, will more 
particularly _ ; ‘ 5 , 

That, by the said memorial B, and the said journals, it will appear, your memorialist’s claim of right, and com- 
pensation for the same, were duly and formally admitted by the House of Representatives, and extended _ generally 
to the like claims, under like circumstances, derived from the act of the Legislature of Georgia, passed in December. 
1789, equally with other claims then exhibited by purchasers from Georgia in 1795, and as founded in equity and 
justice, and the true spirit of the convention with Georgia. ; 

That your memorialist understands a measure is to be proposed for the adoption of this honorable body, and to 
be introduced into the House of Representatives, giving to the commissioners aforesaid full and absolute powers 
finally to determine and conclude the different claims under the convention aforesaid (although they were already 
admitted by the House of Representatives, and acted upon, as aforesaid) without any right of appeal, in case the 
terms of compensation, or the decision respecting their rights, should not be satisfactory to any of the claimants, 
or settled by mutuai compromise. 

Your memorialist, therefore, apprehending the rigid effects of such a measure, humbly prays that this honorable 
House do take his case into consideration, and that they will adopt some such other mode of settling merely the 
compensation due him and his associates, as, in their wisdom, they shall judge the best to advance the merits of his 
case, and administer the liberal relief provided by the convention, and handle sought for in his application. 

And your memorialist will ever, &c. 
ALEXANDER MOULTRIE. 


DecemseEr 27th, 1803. 


A. 
THE PETITION AND REPRESENTATION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA YAZOO COMPANY. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed by the Congress of the United States of America, in pursuance o 
articles of agreement and cession, made between the said Congress and the State of Georgia, on the 24th "hort, 
1802; relative to her Mississippi territory, and to whom catiatien are to be submiited by individuals, for 
compensation of any rights and claims they may have on any contract with Georgia, relutive to any part of 
the said territory, as under and by virtue of the said agreement and cession is directed to be made. 


The petition and representation of Alexander Moultrie, William Clay Snipes, the representatives of General 
Isaac Huger, deceased, and Doctor James Moultrie, for and in behalf of themselves and others, whose claims are 
also herein submitted for compensation, members of the South Carolina Yazoo Company, on the grounds and facts 
represented in their regular order, and authentically stated in this representation, respecting a contract made with 

. Georgia for Mississippi lands, showeth: ; } 

That your petitioners, in order to put their case in as clear, comprehensive, and compact point of view as possi- 

ble, beg leave - lay the same before your honorable board, under three grounds of consideration. First, The natute 
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and the proof of the contract made with Georgia, as aforesaid, and on which their claims are founded. Secondly, 
the proof of the full compliance therewith on their part, and the rights naturally resulting therefrom to them; and 
Thirdly, the losses and injuries they have sustained, by Georgia having refused to fulfil her part of the contract. 

To the first ground, your petitioners beg leave to state, that it will appear, from the brief of the bill of complaint. 
and proceedings in equity filed, and of record in the Supreme Court of the United States, held at the seat of Govern- 
ment: and the documents and testimony therein of record, in a suit against Georgia; to which brief (a copy of which 
is hereunto annexed) and the mec plenary proceedings, documents, and proofs so recorded, your petitioners 
crave leave as often as may be necessary to refer. ‘That application was made to the Legislature of Georgia, some 
time in December, 1789, in consequence of encouragements held out by that State, by a petition to the said Legisla- 
ture, for a purchase of part of her Mississippi territory, (which afterwards became designated by the name of the 
South Carolina Yazoo territory) and that the proposals and terms expressly stipulated and offered in and by said 
petition, were to pay for the same in the paper credits of Georgia; to the official copy of which petition, duly authen- 
ticated under the seal of Georgia, and marked H, amongst the documents filed with the bill in the Supreme Court 
aforesaid, your petitioners beg leave to call your particular attention. 

Your petitioners further represent to your honorable board, that after the said petition was so presented, 
and referred to a committee, a bill was brought into the Legislature of Georgia, for the purpose of such purchase so 
applied for, and passed into an act. An authenticated copy of which act, under the seal of Georgia, is annexed 
as an exhibit and document to the bill of complaint filed, as aforesaid, and is amongst the records aforesaid, and 
marked A, and to which your petitioners crave leave, for a greater certainty, to refer. 

That it will appear by said act A, the lands so purchased were specifically located, and said to be about five 
millions of acres; and the ** amount’ of sixty-six thousand nine hundred and sixty-four dollars was to be paid for 
the same, within two years from the 21st December, 1789, the date of that act. ‘That the purchasers, under the 
said act, were, at their own expense, to extinguish the Indian claims to the said territory; and keep the peace of Georgia 
with them in doing so, and to settle the same as soon as possible, as appears by the preamble of the act as an express 
stipulation; and that the State of Georgia was not to be responsible for any loss, or deduction of the quantity sold, 
by any prior claims, but that the purchasers were to take the same for more ar less. 

Your petitioners also further represent, that, whilst the said act was passing the Legislature, it being the express 
terms of the purchase to pay for the same in Georgia paper, and it being understood certain billsof credit of Georgia, 
called Rattlesnake money, were then of no value, and never likely to be so, and might, under the general terms of 
said purchase, be offered in payment; objections were made by certain members of the Legislature, to the passing the 
bill into an act, unless the purchasers would agree that particular species of paper should be excluded; and a com- 
mittee was appointed to confer with them, and did stipulate with them to that effect: which being done, the said bill 
passed accordingly into the law A, as aforesaid. For the authentic proof of which, your said petitioners beg leave to 
reter to the testimony of Lachlan M’ Intosh, Esq. and Col. Habersham, late Postmaster General of the United States, 
who were both members of the Legislature of Georgia at the time, and present; and the which testimony is of re- 
cord amongst the proceedings in equity aforesaid, in answer to interrogatories exhibited under a commission of the 
Supreme Court aforesaid. 

And your petitioners further represent, as an additional proof of the real intention of the parties to the contract of 
purchase aforesaid, and that the payment was to be received in paper, that they beg leave to refer to exhibit B, filed 
and of record, with the bill of complaint aforesaid, being a copy of a protest made by the minority of the House of 
Representatives, immediately after the said act A had passed into a law, in December, 1789; and further, to the 
testimony of Lachlan M’Intosh, Doctor John Hall, and Col. Habersham, aforesaid, to the 5th interrogatory admin- 
istered them, under the commission aforesaid, for Pennsylvania, in full confirmation and proof of the said exhibit B: 
whereby, it appears, the said minority thought a better bargain could have been made by Georgia, by taking part 
only in paper, with the rest in specie and produce, for the sale she had made; which protest is indubitable evi- 
aes of their own, in confirmation of the contract having been made with the South Carolina Yazoo Company, only 

or paper. 

And your petitioners further represent, on the second ground submitted, and as a further proof and confirmation 
of the said contract of purchase being made, to be payable only in papers as well as a proof that the contract, from 
being merely an executory one, became an executed contract on the part of the purchasers, and binding on Georgia; 
that they beg leave to refer to the original exhibits and documents of two receipts filed, and of record, with the bili 
of complaint aforesaid, and in the proceedings aforesaid, from the Secretary of the Executive Department of 
Georgia, (copies of which are also printed in the pamphlet herewith accompanying this petition,) also to the testi- 
mony of Doctor John Hall, Peter Conway, Lachlan M?’Intosh, and Colonel Habersham, to the 7th and l0th in- 
terrugatories administered to them, in proof thereof, under the commission aforesaid, and of record as aforesaid; 
whereby it appears, by the first receipt, that on the 13th August, 1790, six hundred and thirty pounds, eighteen 
shillings were paid, and received into the treasury of Georgia, from Wm. Gibbons, in part payment of the pur- 
chase aforesaid in * bills of credit,” and certified to be in ** part of” the ** amount of” sixty-six thousand nine hun- 
dred and sixty-four dollars, purchase money aforesaid; and whereby it appears, in the second receipt, that on the 
1Jth September, 1790, five hundred pounds **paper medium,” were also in like manner paid and received, ** as a 

Surther payment in part” of the “ amount of” the said purchase in Georgia. All which payments are now retained 
by the State of Georgia. 

And your petitioners further represent, as a proof of the further compliance of payment, pursuant to their con- 
tract, and in full completion and execution thereof on their side, that they beg leave to reter to the exhibit and 
document G, filed with the bill aforesaid, and of record with the same, being a certificate by Mr. Meals, ‘Treasurer 
of Georgia, of a tender being made to him, pursuant to the act A, exhibited within the two years limited by their con- 
tract aforesaid, of the balance then due. And the which facts relative to such tender, as well as the certificate, is 
also fully proven, by the testimony of Edwin Gairdner, of Charleston, merchant, and Richard Smith, (who were pre- 
sent at the time,) by their answer to interrogatory exhibited to them, under a commission from the Supreme Court 
aforesaid, and of record as aforesaid. The which tender was refused by the Treasurer of Georgia, though it was 
on better terms (if possible) than the payments contemplated by the contract, and in fair compliance with it; and 
far better than that, the minority of the House contended by their protest, ought to have been asked by the Legisla- 
ture of Georgia as aforesaid. 

Your petitioners, therefore, humbly submit, on their first and second grounds, submitted herein for consideration, 
as aforesaid, that the facts and proofs hereinbefore adduced, with the documents referred to, establish, beyond a 
doubt, the full completion and execution of the contract for the purchase aforesaid, with Georgia, on behalf of the 
purchasers, as to the payments to be made to the same; whereby every right therein became absolutely and irrevo- 
cably vested in them, pursuant to such purchase, independent of the expenses hereinafter proven to be made and 
incurred, to promote the settlement of their purchase, pursuant to their engagement stipulated by the requisition of 
Georgia, in the act A, aforesaid, and which only were incurred and gone into by them but from a sacred regard to 
their contract with that State, and a firm reliance on the support of that public body, and her plighted faith. 

And your petitioners, on their third and last ground of claim, beg leave further to represent, that, after ali the 
transactions before stated and brought into proof, had taken place; after the payments had been made and tendered 
by them, as aforesaid, notwithstanding, in addition thereto, an enormous expense had been entered into and incur- 
red, to forward the settlement of the purchase aforesaid, in further execution of their contract, and pursuant to the 
stipulated requisition of Georgia, as aforesaid, (the particulars of which will hereafter appear by undoubted testi- 
mony referred to, and a just schedule of the same.) ‘The State of Georgia, neglecting her contract aforesaid, and 
the expenses, losses, and enormous injury she had done, by refusing to comply with the same, with the purchasers 
aforesaid, sold the same property purchased of them, as aforesaid, together with a larger quantity of the same kind, 
to four different companies, and conveyed the same to them, by an act of her Legislature, passed in February, 1795, 
to which act, marked A A, amongst the exhibits and documents of record, with the bill of complaint aforesaid, your 
petitioners crave leave, for greater certainty, to refer. 

And your petitioners further represent, that, by the sale made by the said act, it will appear from the description 
of property sold the different companies therein mentioned, that the property sold two companies therein mentioned, 
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to wit, the Georgia Company and the Georgia Mississippi Company, is located on, and takes away the whole pro- 
perty sold the South Carolina Company, as aforesaid; and that the said two companies, as members of the public 
corporate body of the State of Georgia, acting by their agent and representative body in Legislature assembled, can 
never plead ignorance of the representative and legislative acts of the Legislative and Representative body of their 
country, nor the constituted authorities acting thereunder, is a principle too well recognized on every ground of law 
and civil policy, established from the oldest adjudications. Nor can such ignorance be alleged, in fact, when, by the 
answer of ‘Thomas Glascock, Ambrose Gordon, and Thomas Cumming, filed in the Supreme Court, to the bill of 
complaint aforesaid, they confess that they knew of the payments and tender made as hereinbefore is alleged, from 
report, (as by the said answer will appear) all which, without intending to injure the present claims of these com- 
panies, proves they were at least, what is called in law, purchasers, with notice of a former right. 

And your petitioners beg leave to represent that, formerly, the subject of this property sold by Georgia te other 
companies, as well as to the four companies herein last mentioned, was a common bone of contention and dissension 
between them all; and from the variety of conflicting interests involved under different claims, and so generally 
disseminated through the different States of the Union, threatened a melancholy source of complaint, discord, and 
division; which, in all human probability, might have greatly disturbed the peace of our Government, and embittered 
every source of public happiness. ‘That they are happy to find the magnanimity of the Government hath interfered 
to put an end to all these evils—to destroy all collision of interest and useless distinctions of right—to embrace the 
claims of all, by her protecting sovereignty and justice, upon one indiscriminate principle of accommodation—and 
to harmonize and compensate all who stand now upon no other than one common ground of injury and injustice 
done to them—and from a source, too, which, whilst it will prove an almost incalculable fund of wealth, population, 
and strength to the United States, will fully compensate all claimants under Georgia for any injury, with what 
(though sounding large) will be but a drop in the bucket, to the benefit the Union will receive. Fifty-three millions 
of acres of the richest territory, diversified with almost every climate of our hemisphere, worth now two guineas an 
acre, which will be increasing in value with the rapid population, every reason induces to expect, besides the source 
_ it will afford in future for revenue, by direct or indirect taxation, added to the strength of population, will, in a few 
years, exalt the grandeur of the United States, as a nation, equal to that of the most distinguished powers of the 
earth, if not superior to them. : 

Your petitioners further beg leave to represent, that the land contracted for by the South Carolina Yazoo Com- 
pany, though sold for more or less than five millions of acres, contains, by accurate calculation, from the description 
in exhibit A, and correct maps, at least ten millions of acres, if not mere. 

They further beg leave to represent that, by a reference to the schedule A B, hereunto annexed, some idea can 
be had (of at least part) of the expenses incurred by the contract aforesaid, with Georgia, and which only can now 
be submitted with authenticity. ** ‘To which schedule, for the — application of ” each sum, and account of 
expenses, and the authenticity of which the testimony of Jacob Jacobs, Edmund Phelon, William Shirtliff, Alexan- 
der Rose, James Matthews, Andrew Kerr, Edwin Gairdner, William M’Cleod, Adam Tunno, Robert Hazlehurst, 
and William Robertson, gentlemen of established respectability in Charleston, is referred to; which testimony is 
recorded with the bill and records of the suit aforesaid, in the Supreme Court of the United States, and which peti- 
tioners beg leave to submit as proof to your consideration. All which, with the other facts adduced, show the mag- 
nitude of injury (to say no more) done to the "wernt from Georgia aforesaid. And the more so, it will appear, 
when we contemplate the property sacrificed, the funds —— the loss of interest now accrued thereon, the dis- 
appointments, loss of credit, and the various oppressive and injurious circumstances of embarrassment attendant on, 
and arising therefrom, and in so great an object of pursuit, and of so much expectation. 

And your petitioners further beg leave to represent, that it will be found that no attention has been wanting in 
them to the duties of their contract with Georgia, nor their interest arising therefrom. Their bill of complaint in 
the Supreme Court of the United States was filed, and proceedings had against Georgia, for a specific execution of 
her contractin manner, and at the time, as by the same and the proceedings thereon had of record, as aforesaid, will 
appear; and was about to come to a hearing, (the same being set down, and briets delivered for that purpose) for 
February court, 1798. But the alteration of the constitution, in — to the suability of States, being ratified im- 
mediately before, and which, by’an ex post facto operation, abated the said suit so instituted, your petitioners have 
been without remedy, until the Jate provision of Congress, in her agreement and cession with Georgia, as aforesaid. 

And, lastly, your petitioners beg leave to represent that they know of no person from the South Carolina Yazoo 
Company (the specific appropriation of the property —_— for by them with Georgia, being given up to the United 
States, and only compensation from their contract and its injuries being now to be sought for) who can claim from 
Congress any compensation, but the petitioners herein named, and nominally distinguished, and Wm. Gibbons, of 
Georgia, in right of the money paid by him, as a member of the company, as aforesaid. Thomas Washington, men- 
tioned in the proceeding, having only paid about three hundred pounds to Wm. M’Leod, and having dissipated the 
funds of the company, and broken in upon them in a manner not now to be specified, to many thousands, and every 
other who had taken, at different times, a part in the company, having withdrawn their contributions and relinquish- 
ed the business, and borne no burthen of expenditures: that, by misfortunes and accidents, their funds have been 
exhausted, except to about four thousand pounds sterling, ina Georgia certificate, bought of Alexander Rose, for 
above six thousand pounds; one thousand five hundred of which were reserved by Mr. Rose; that twenty-one thou- 
sand and ten pounds, four shillings, and one penny, of the indents of the State of South Carolina, and belonging to 
the State, were loaned by Alexander Moultrie to the company, when of little value; that the State has received for 
such from others, and may receive for the same, one pound in five, by compromise: but from whatever compensation 
Congress may make your petitioners, it will be necessary that that amount of the indents may be retained by Con- 
gress, to secure the State on any compromise to be made with her; and that the balance may be distributed amongst 
your petitioners in equal proportions. 

And your petitioners pray, that such generous compensation be made them, as not only to extricate them from 
the difficulties they have been drawn into, and which they now labor under, by their contract, but, with a full consi- 
deration of the magnitude of the cession made by Georgia to Congress, and its great value and advantages to the 
Union, as well as the magnitude, and value, and the justice of the claims of the petitioners to the property contracted 
for with Georgia; the immense expenses they have been plunged into by such contract; the sacrifice of capital to 
raise funds, and the loss of interest sunk with it; the loss, also, of time and credit, from the embarrassments arising 
from their disappointment, as well as the most precious years of their lives; and the sacrifice of that domestic hap- 
piness, which is beyond the _ of language to express. 

All which they most humbly submit, Xe. 


IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mouttrie, ef al. ' 
versus In Equity. Compiarnants’ Brier. 
Strate or Georeia, ef al. 


The bill states that complainants, citizens of South Carolina, for themselves and others,, associates of the same 
State, show: That, in the year 1789, complainants, with one Thomas Washington, now dead, and several others, were 
applied to unite in application to the Legislature of Georgia, to purchase the territory in bill mentioned; also to pur- 
a of Georgia the pre-emption right of extinguishing Indian claims thereto; that the application was made in De- 
cember, 1789, and, on the 21st of December, 1789, an act of that Legislature passed, vesting said pre-emption and 
all right of Georgia in said territory, as by said act (exhibit A) appears; that, whilst said act was under deliberation, 
* and immediately’ before its passing, the House of Representatives appointed a committee to meet the — of parties 

applying for purchase, to stipulate as a condition on which said House would pass said act; that, in all payments for 
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said purchase, a paper emission of the State of Georgia, called Rattlesnake money, should be excepted and deemed 
inadmissible in such payments; that it was so agreed by agent of complainants and the committee, who returned 
satisfied to House, and bill passed into a law; that as demonstration of intention of parties that every paper credit 
current in Georgia, to the amount of sixty-six thousand nine hundred and sixty-fourdollars, (except Rattlesnake) was 
to be received by Georgia for said purchase; a protest was entered by minority of House of Representatives disap- 
proving of said purchase, and showing more advantageous offers had been made for said purchase, payable in tobacco 
and other property and paper issues, and public securities of Georgia; and that only certificates and public paper 
credits were to be paid by complainants for their purchase, (as by exhibit B appears;) that, in June, 1790, Legisla- 
ture of Georgia passed a resolve (filed with bill marked C,.and an exhibit, also marked I) attempting to defeat 
their contract with complainants; that, after such resolve, two sums of money were paid, in part execution of com- 
plainants’ contract, into treasury of Georgia, as by complainants’ exhibits with bills E and F; that, on the 19th day 
of December, 1791, before expiration of two years allotted by contract of complainants to complete said purchase, 
complainants tendered John Meals, then ‘Treasurer of Georgia, the balance due on their said contract, and demanded 
their grant, which tender said Meals refused, allowing the Carolina medium to be as specie and good tender, refus- 
ing specially only Georgia certificates, which were then twenty shillings in pound, and of far more value than when 
the act passed. Said certificate of tender and refusal by J. Meals, exhibited in paper G, to Carolina commission, 
annexed and proven. 

That complainants, by (the law A exhibited) their contract, contracted to settle the said territory, and being de- 
sirous to carry speedily into execution every part their contract. laid out and expended many thousand pounds ster- 
ling to accomplish extinction of Indian right, and forwarding settlement, an arduous work intended beneficial to 
Georgia; that, encouraged by contract, great sacrifices made by complainants of money and property; many asso- 
ciates advanced nothing, especially Washington, who was means of their loss of above thirty thousand pounds sterling: 
new association now formed and present associates burthened with every loss; that, in tender of balance made to 
Meals, as in exhibit G, neither Washington nor his representatives had any concern or contribution; and complain- 
ants submit how far his representatives, and under what restriction, ought to be admitted, or whether they ought to 
be admitted, to partake of complainants. 

That, before tender made in December, 1791, as in exhibit G, the whole amount of sixty-six thousand nine hun- 
dred and sixty-four dollars, in Hillhouse’s and Wereat’s certificates, had been tendered Meals, who took charge of 
them only as a private person, and could not officially receive them in payment; and that they were returned before 
the tender made 19th December, 1791, and distributed to each associate. 

Combination charged against complainants’ interest by sale from Legislature of Georgia to James Gunn, Matthew 
M?Allister, and George Walker, of part of the territory purchased before by the complainants, as aforesaid; also 
by said Legislature selling since complainant’s purchase, viz. 7th January, 1795, to Nicholas Long, Thomas Glas- 
cock, Ambrose Gordon, and Thomas Cumming and associates, by name of Mississippi Company, the other part of 
the territory purchased by complainants, as aforesaid, (as appears by exhibit A A) although they were fully apprized 
of complainants’ rights before confederates so purchased. 

Prayer of bill for subpoenas against the State, and Attorney General and Treasurer of said State, and David 
Murray Washington, heir of aforesaid Washington; also to James Gunn, M. M’Allister, George Walker, and to 
Nicholas Long, Thomas Glascock, Ambrose Gordon, and Thomas Cumming, to answer bill and to file two copies 
authenticated of complainants’ exhibits, also, to answer respecting the Rattlesnake committee, and that confederates 
file a copy of law, A A, and that D. M. Washington show what right he can have to merit protection of this courts 
also that confederates show what part of complainants’ territory purchased by them. And that this court decree 
complainants’ right, in territory so purchased by them, be deemed and held absolute, on their paying or tendering the 
Treasurer of Georgia, in public securities or specie, or the value in any money current in Georgia, the balance due 
for the amount of doilars contracted for to be paid. And that the right of Georgia in premises, and all others de- 
rived from the same, he bound by and decreed to be held and stand liable to claim and title of complainants, their 
heirs and assigns. That Georgia be deemed to confirm the same on complainants paying amount of bill due in 
specie, or valuable paper current in Georgia, and equal to gold and silver, or such certificates and paper credits as 
come within meaning of their contract; also, decree what interest the heir of Washington can have. 

On this bill, process being served on defendants in summer of 1796, and proven in due form, for each party ap- 
pearing in the court held at Philadelphia, in February, 1797, a decree was then made, pursuant to the rule of the 
August, 1796, that the complainants proceed ez parte to their examination of proofs and to a final decree. 
This cause, set down for hearing at August term of 1797, was adjourned over to the next sitting. 

Since the adjournment of the term for August, 1797, an answer from the defendants, Thomas Glascock, Am- 
brose Gordon, and ‘Chomas Cumming, hath been (sworn to in Augusta, in Georgia, before John Wilson, Justice of the 
Peace) filed in the office of the clerk of this court in Philadelphia, setting forth: ‘That they believe to be true that, 
in 1789, complainants applied to Georgia for purchase of territory, as described in bill, and they admit that exhibit 
A, to complainants’ bill is, in substance, (if not literally) a copy of the act of the Legislature, passed in pursuance 
thereof, and that a committee was appointed to confer on what kind of moneys was to be taken in payment, but 
were not members then of the Legislature; also, admit there was a publication of the members of the ph eres in 
handbills, or public prints, expressing their disapprobation of the law so passed; but don’t know if exhibit B of com- 
plainants be a true copy, or if the majority was of the same opinion with the minority, as to kind of money or 
public securities to be received in payment; but, if permitted to form opinion, it appears, majority originally under- 
stoud, as declared in their resolves, (exhibit C) filed with complainants’ bill, and in respondents’ answer, that they 
knew of payments made by complainants, also of their tender made, but by report and the losses of complainants; 
that, some time in November or December, 1794, they applied to General Assembly of Georgia to purchase part of her 
unlocated Western territory, and described in exhibit A A, and that they obtained a grant, and paid Georgia for 
same, as in exhibit A A. Deny at time of their said purchase any knowledge of complainants’ title to any part of 
same; and have, for valuable consideration, sold their said purchase to Wm. Wetmore, Leonard Jarvis, and Henry 
Newman, and their associates, called the New England Land Company, prior to hearing of complainants’ claim, 
now set up, and the filing of their bill, and with no intention to weaken complainants’ claim. Submit whether 
bound to provide, at their own expense, documents from public officers for complainants, having liberty to do so 


themselves. Deny combination, and pray in usual form. 
Exhibits by complainants, as documents. 


ist. Law A, under seal of State of Georgia, in usual form. Pennsylvania commission. 

2d. Resolve C, filed with bill, proven under seal of State of Georgia, by document I. 

3d. Document H, under seal of State of Georgia, being original petition of complainants to Georgia Legislature 
for purchase, for paying in Georgia paper, and on which law passed. 

4th. Annexed to Carolina commission, exhibit G, certificates of tender by Meals, Treasurer. 

5th. Annexed to Pennsylvania commission, receipt of Meriwether for payment made, certified in form under 


seal of State of Georgia. 





Brief of complainants’ proofs under the Carolina commission. 


Jacos Jacoss proves he knows complainants. ‘To sixth interrogatory says: Knows of purchase by them from 
A. Kerr of about two thousand nine hundred pounds sterling in goods, sold by deponent at auction for one thousand 
six hundred and sixteen pounds, four shillings, and five pence half-penny, which he understood intended to make 
payment of part of the purchase money to Georgia for Yazoo lands. : 

Epmunp Pueton, that he knows complainants. To sixth interrogatory: Knows of a contract by director of South 
Carolina Yazoo Company with Thomas Basket, a trader amongst Creeks and Chocktaw nations, and to pay him 
one hundred pounds sterling to pilot deponent through Choctaw nations, and to the Natchez, and to serve deponent 
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as an interpreter to Indians; that me ng mission was to prepare them for a settlement of South Carolina Yazoo 
Company at Walnut Hills, and on the Yazoo river; that deponent, to effect this, expected to meet Dr. I. O. Fallon 
and a Colonel Holder there, with a quantity of goods and settlers from Kentucky, to build houses on the Yazoo, and 
divide the goods with the Indians; that he arrived at Natchez 25th September, 1790, with Basket, and remained till 
August, 1791; that neither Fallon nor Holder arrived; and, in January or February, 1791, he saw a letter in posses- 
sion of Don Gayoso, Governor of Natchez, written by Fallon, mentioning deponent’s mission as an amicable one, 
requesting treatment of him accordingly; and that he, O. Fallon, was collecting settlers on the Ohio, and means for 
them, and would be down with them shortly. Believes Fallon was prevented going by the President’s proclama- 
tions; that, before deponent went on his mission, he saw in the hands of A. Moultrie, signed by Fallon, receipts for 
money advanced Fallon, as agent of South Carolina Yazoo Company; that deponent received from Washington, be- 
fore departure, twenty pounds, and, after return, receipt for company, from General Hugar, three hundred dollars. 

Wituiam SuirtiirF knows complainants. To sixth interrogators that, when treasurer for South Carolina Yazoo 
Company, he expended for company one thousand one hundred and fifty-one pounds, sixteen shillings, and four pence 
sterling, and part for bills drawn by Fallon, as agent, whilst in Western territory; i. e. one bill to Robert Hazle- 
hurst, for one hundred and twenty-five pounds, sixteen shillings, and one penny, sterling, and one to Adam and 
William ‘Tunno, for two hundred and fifty pounds; and that he paid Basket, as a guide, and other expenses; and 
understood and believes they were for making a settlement on the Yazoo territory. To thirteenth interrogatory, 
says Phelon was sent by company about making settlements on Yazoo. ; 

ALEXANDER Rose knows complainants. ‘To seventh interrogatory, that State of Georgia granted him a certi- 
ficate for six thousand one hundred and three pounds sterling, current money of Georgia; out of which he sold J. 
Gairdner, of Charleston, for South Carolina Yazoo Company, four thousand six hundred and three pounds, at the 
rate of sixteen to seventeen shillings in the pound; which purchase he understood was to go towards paying Georgia 
for Yazoo lands. odie 

James Maruews knows complainants. ‘To sixth interrogatory, knows Fallon, and that he was sent agent for com- 
pany; that Fallon quitted South Carolina, but knows not on what mission. Seen him write, and knows his hand; and 
seen in possession of A Moultrie four receipts, in Fallon’s hand, to amount all of two hundred and thirty-seven pounds 
sterling, moneys received by Fallon of A. Moultrie: saw these receipts before Fallon departed; and Fallon departed 
well provided with horses. A. Moultrie then director of the company. Persuaded Fallon went about Yazoo lands. 
That deponent assisted in counting twenty-one thousand and ten pounds, four shillings, and one penny, sterling, in 
South Carolina general indentures, and saw and attested a bond, from J. Huger, Thomas Washington, J. Weed 
Alexander Inglis, for self and Alexander M’Gilvray, and Edward Penman, (and that W. C. Snipes signed it 
after) for twenty-one thousand and ten pounds, four shillings, and one penny, sterling, to A. Moultrie, dated 17th of 
February, 1790, about the day deponent counted indents, which he believes was loaned to the company; and to pay 
for Yazoo lands, and that the indents were sold for that purpose. Also, was witness to a receipt from Jacob Weed 
to Alexander Moultrie, (dated 17th of February, 1790) as director, for two thousand five hundred pounds sterling, 
in Carolina medium, to be applied towards company’s payment to Georgia for Yazoo lands; which medium then at 
par with specie. Believes members of Yazoo Company resident at Charleston paid considerable sums of money, 
and incurred large debts, and much involved, in providing to pay for Yazoo territory. 

Anprew Kerr knows complainants. To sixth interrogatory, Jacobs and Son bought of deponent’s goods, to two 
thousand nine hundred pounds, for A. Moultrie and others, of Yazoo Company, and believes to raise money to pay 
for Yazoo land: knows of purchase of Rose’s certificate from the State of Georgia, (of which Rose reserved fifteen 
hundred) to pay Georgia for Yazoo lands. 

Epwarp Garrpner knows complainants. To seventh interrogatory, knows the purchase of goods from Kerr, of 
two thousand nine hundred pounds, and sold for about one thousand six hundred, which sum, with Wereat?s certi- 
cates of Georgia, South Carolina medium, then at par with specie, some gold and silver, amounting (exclusive of 
the one thousand six hundred) to seven thousand pounds; also, some other Georgia paper was carried to Augusta, 
in December, 1791, to discharge last payment to Georgia for Yazoo territory: on arriving, found the last inentioned 
Georgia paper would not be received, and then sent to Charleston, to James Gairdner, to purchase Rose’s certifi- 
cates for about six thousand pounds; that some bought at seventeen and six pence per pound sterling, and brought 
to Augusta December, 1791, and formed part of the tender then made; that, the company then having sufficient 
funds, Mr. Thomas Young, Richard Smith, Robert Forsythe, and the deponent, attended John Meals, treasurer, 
at Augusta, on the 19th of December, 1791, and, in behalf of company, tendered him fourteen thousand four hun- 
dred and ninety-four pounds, five shillings, and eight pence, the balance then due for company’s purchase of Yazoo 
lands; that the tender was composed of part specie, part Carolina medium, the rest Georgia Wereat’s certificates 
in the proportions mentioned in complainants’ exhibit G; and that Meals refused the same in manner as declared 
in said exhibit G: that Meals was then Treasurer of the State of Georgia; that the name of J. Meals, subscribed to 
Exhibit G, is Meals’s own hand writing, and written in deponent’s presence. 

Wm. M’C.eEop knows complainants. Sixth, that Washington and Snipes, as two members of South Carolina 
Yazoo Company, bought of him, in 1789, goods to about two thousand pounds sterling, and found, after, Moultrie 
and Hugar equally concerned in that purchase; that the goods, he understood from a Colonel Holder, who chose 
them out, were intended to establish a store or settlement on the Yazoo territory. 

James GarRDNER knows complainants. To seventh interrogatory, knows of the purchase of goods from Kerr, to 
amount two thousand nine hundred pounds, and the sale, by Jacobs, to pay Georgia for Yazoo lands; knows of the 

urchase of Rose’s certificate, of about six thousand one hundred and three pounds sterling, and of one thousand 
ive hundred pounds reserved for Rose, and that it was bought at seventeen and six pence per pound; that it was 
bought to tender to Georgia for Yazoo lands; that A. Moultrie also deposited one hundred barrels of rice, and Dr. 
Moultrie fifty barrels, to raise money towards tenders and that, on 16th of December, 1791, Carolina medium at 
par with specie, and Wereat’s certificates at seventeen shillings and six pence per pound. 

Apvam Tunno knows complainants; in 1790, a bill of exchange from Fallon, for two hundred and fifty pounds, 
dated at Kentucky, and directed to the treasurer of the Yazoo Company, was remitted the deponent by John 
Holmes, of Baltimore; and that, in February, 1791, the bill was paid, with damages, by A. Moultrie, to two hun- 
dred and ninety-eight pounds, eight shillings, and nine pence. 

Rosert Hazrenursr knows complainants; that, in 1789, 1790, or 1791, he received a bill, drawn by Fallon at 
Kentucky, directed to A. Moultrie and William Clay Snipes, on account of Yazoo Company, to pay five hundred 
dollars, which was afterwards paid by A. Moultrie. 

Wit1am Rosertson knows complainants; sixth, knows purchase of Kerr’s goods to near three thousand 
—_ and sale by Jacobs to pay for Yazoo lands; a bond was given for the goods, and was paid by Dr. Moultrie; 
cnows that J. Gairdner was sent to from Augusta to purchase Rose’s certificate, and which was done. 

{Isaac TraspaLe knows complainants; to eleventh interrogatory, that, in month December, 1789 and 1791, the 
~~ medium of South Carolina passed in Georgia at par with specie; and Georgia medium at fifty per cent. 

iscount. 

Ricuarp Situ knows complainants; to sixth interrogatory, that, in December, 1791, he came from Augusta to 
Charleston, to buy Rose’s certificate, and which was purchased by James Gairdner, for company, and carried by 
deponent to Augusta, previous to 19th December, 1791; and that, on 19th December, 1791, deponent, with others 
appointed, attended J. Meals, Treasurer of Georgia, in Augusta, to tender fourteen thousand four hundred and 
ninety-four pounds, five shillings, and eight pence, to entitle company to grants; that such tender was then and there 
made in deponent’s presence, in manner of the terms of exhibit G., Rose’s Wereat’s certificate composing part of 
the tender; deponent refers to exhibit G. for probate of it, &c.; that,on the Ist December, 1789, ar-! 19th December, 
1791, paper medium of South Carolina passed in Georgia at par with specie. 
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Exhibits and documents annexed to the complainants’ commission, issued for witnesses to be examined on in 
Pennsylvania, viz: 


Ist. The resolve of the Senate of Georgia, 17th December, 1791, on the complainants’ remonstrance pr 

2d. B. Protest of the minority of the House of Representatives of Georgia, i passing the bill to iene ia 
December, 1789, showing it was the sense of the Legislature, Georgia paper and certificates were to be received by 
Georgia in payment. : ; 

3d. C. Resolve of Georgia Legislature, 11th June, 1790, after protest and bill passed to complainants, directing 
Treasurer to receive only gold and silver, and paper medium, after a certain time in August following, in payment. 

4th. Copy of a receipt for a payment made Georgia. 

5th. An original receipt for a payment made Georgia. 

6th. Specimens of Georgia certificates. 

7th. An exhibit under the grand seal of the State of Georgia; containing— 

8th. The law passed to complainants in December, 1789, by the Legislature of Georgia. 

9th. A certificate of the payment made by complainants. 


Depositions of witnesses on Pennsylvania commissions. 


Joun Hatt, of city of Philadelphia. 
_ .To 1st interrogatory. That he knows complainants had a part of share in the company; but now not directly or 
indirectly concerned in event of suit. ‘ 

To 2d. Can’t say. ; ; 

To 3d. Was not a member in Georgia Legislature in December, 1789, and did not attend there. 

td Wy es ne q i 

o 5th. Knows nothing, except he read a paper purporting a protest, which he believes was pri i C3 
in Georgia, in December, 1789, and believes the paper B, niece ay a copy of same. penne on ats, 

To 6th. Knows nothing. 

To 7th. That, 13th of August, 1790, on behalf of company, at Augusta, in Georgia, he paid Treasurer of Georgia 
five hundred pounds, in sated medium thereof; which said ‘Treasurer received of him, on account of complainants 
and in part payment of the purchase of land on the Yazoo and Mississippi, under an act passed about 21st Decem- 
ber, 1789; and that Treasurer also acknowledged a receipt of another payment made him, upwards of six hundred 
pounds in paper medium, the 14th August, 1790. 

To 8th. That John Meals was Treasurer of Georgia on the 13th of August, 1790, and some time before and since 

To 9th. He never was Secretary to Executive Department of Georgia. 

To 10th. That J. Meriwether was for many years Secretary of Executive Departments and, in the year 1790 
knows he was Secretary, knows his hand writing, and that the signature Meriwether, subscribed to writing F, 
hereto subjoined, and shown this deponent, is the writing of the said Meriwether. P 

To 11th. Cannot say. : 

To 12th. Believes the seven papers, bills subjoined, and now shown, to be genuine bills of Georgia. 


To 13th. Knows no more. 


Peter Conway, Esq. of Philadelphia. 


To Ist. Knows complainants. 

To 2d. Cannot say. 

‘To 3d. Was not a member of the Legislature of Georgia in December, 1789. 
To 4th. Cannot say. 

‘To 5th. Cannot say. 


To 6th. Cannot say. ; 
To 7th. That he has seen a certificate dated 18th August, 1790, signed by J. Meals, Treasurer of Georgia. 


(whose writing he knows) for five hundred pounds, paid in paper medium, by Dr. Hall, fur the company, under the 
act of Assembly mentioned in interrogatory; and knows that said certificate was received in the office of Secretary 
of Executive Department of Georgia. 

To 8th. That J. Meals was Treasurer of the State of Georgia during the period mentioned in interrogatory; but 
— of no payment or tender made by company, or any other for them, but what mentioned in his answer pre- 
ceding. 

T " 9th. That he was never Secretary to Executive Department of Georgia. 

To 10th. That J. Meriwether was Secretary to Executive of Georgia at times mentioned in interrogatory: that 
he knows said Meriwether’s hand writing, and that signature to exhibit F, hereto subjoined and shown, ‘is said 


Meriwether’s proper hand writing. 
To 11th. Knows not. ; 
To 12th. Believes the seven bills shown to be genuine. 


Lacuian M’Intosu, of Sunbury, in Georgia. 


To Ist. Knows complainants. 


To 2d. Says not. 
To 3d. That he was a member of the Senate of the State of Georgia, in December, 1790, and attended the session 


then. 

To 4th. That representative branch of Legislature appointed a committee to confer with the companies: 
Moultrie appeared before them as representative of Carolina Yazoo Company: does not recollect the kind of coed 
to be received; was one of the points the committee instructed on; recollects it was objected in deponent’s presence 
by a member of the Legislature; (though not certain one of the committee) that the Rattlesnake money, so called, 
would be tendered, which way, disavowed by each of the Representatives of the several companies; does not recol- 
lect the names of the committee; that committee met Moultrie, as representative of South Carolina Yazoo Company; 
but made no contract, being empowered only to receive proposals and report; knows of no money agreed to be en 
cluded, but the Rattlesnake, which, when objected to, was disavowed by representatives of companies; that a report 
was made to the House of Representatives, but how far modified, cannot say; does not know whether entered on 
journals or not; and if not, why not. 

To 5th. Has examined paper B, annexed; knows a protest was made by minority of House of Representatives 
alluded to in interrogatory; that the names appearing to be subscribed thereto, are, to recollection, real names of pro- 
testors, members of said House; and believes document B substantially a copy of protest so made; whether entered 
on journals, and if not, why not, cannot say; but was published in a newspaper in Georgia, at the close of the session 
mentioned; was not disavowed by persons whose names are to it, but understood to be published by their authority. 


To 6th and 7th. Cannot say. ; 
To 8th. That Meals was Treasurer of Georgia on the 21st December, 1789; but how long after recollects not. 


To 9th. Deponent never Secretary of Executive. _ 
To 10th. That I. Meriwether, Secretary of Executive of Georgia, for time mentioned in interrogatory; knows 


his writing, and that signature I. Meriwether to exhibit F is his writing. 


To 11th. Cannot say. ’ ; 
To 12th. Believes bills exhibited to be genuine. 
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Cot. Hasersuam. 


To 1st. Knows complainants. 

To 2d. Cannot say. 

To 3d. That he was member of Georgia Legislature at the time, and attended. y 

* To. 4th. Knows House of Representatives appointed committee to confer with agent of South Carolina Yazoo 
Company: what the particular objects, cannot say; but it was about purchase of lands. 

To 5th. Has examined writing B, purporting to bea protest; knows such a protest was made by persons whose 
names are to it, about time mentioned; that protestors were members of House of Representatives; and deponent one 
of them; not entered on journals, and cannot say why; it was published in Augusta, by authority of protestors; 
believes exhibit contains the substance, and deponent did sign same. 

‘To 6th and 7th. Cannot say. 

To 8th. J. Meals was ‘T'reasurer of Georgia on 21st December, 1789, and some time after; that he was called on 
by Legislature subsequent to session of December, 1789, to know if any tender and payment was made by South 
Carolina Yazoo Company, and Meals answered payments had been tendered, and refused by him; which refusal met 
Legislature’s approbation; he thinks the tender was made in certificates. 

fo 9th. He, deponent, not Secretary of Executive. ; 

To 10th. Meriwether Secretary of Executive of Georgia at the time mentioned; knows his writing; the signa- 
ture of exhibit F Meriwether’s writing. 

To 11th. Saith not. 

To 12th. Believes the bills genuine. 


Ricuarp S. Easr 


Proves he was present when George Scott made the affidavit to the exhibit annexed under the seal of Georgia, 
in manner as therein made, and saw the seal of city council affixed thereto by the clerk. 


B. 


To the Honorable James Mapison, AtBert Gattatin, and Levi Lincoin, commissioners nominated by the late 
act of Congress, entitled an act * regulating the grants of lands, and providing for the disposal of the lands of 
the United States south of the State of Tennessee;” and for receiving propositions of compromise and settlement, 

Sor claims arising from persons, by virtue of any act, or pretended act, of the State of Georgia, respecting lands 
of the United States south of the Tennessee. 


The memorial and claim of Alexander Moultrie, William Clay Snipes, Doctor James Moultrie, and the represen- 
tatives of General I. Huger, deceased, in behalf of themselves only, showeth: 


That, during the last session of Congress, begun on the 6th day of December, 1802, an application was made, 
under the sanction of the late convention between the United States and the State of Georgia, respecting the Missis- 
sippi territory, in the name of your present applicants, in behalf of themselves, and such others, generally, as might 
thereupon come forward, with like just grounds of application for redress and compensation, supported by equal or 
sufficient documents of injuries and losses actually sustained, individually, from a certain contract or purchase of 
lands by a company called the South Carolina Company, in December, 1789, from the State of Georgia, as former 
members of said company, and by reason of the non-compliance of Georgia with such contract, and her sale thereof 
to the United States. 

That, in the said application (as appears by a copy thereof, annexed) a full statement and representation was 
made, of the particulars of the said contract so entered into with Georgia, and of the final completion thereof (after 
a part execution and binding efficacy had been given to the same) by the purchasers or company aforesaid, in order 
to show the real magnitude of rights divested by the said cession of Georgia; to evince the reality and justness of the 
grounds of application for compensation to the parties actual sufferers, from their faith in the State of Georgia; to 
make appear fairly, by no less than judicial authority and proof, the extent, and losses, and injuries, sustained by 
such applicants, as actual, and not merely speculative losses, and particularly by whom; and to distinguish, in its 
true character, the case of your applicants, from that of any fraudulent or speculative application, which might be 
made, similar, but upon pretended grounds, not supported by equal proof. 

That, after such application was made to your honorable board, the same was, on a hearing of the applicants by 
counsel, by leave of the honorable the House of Representatives in Congress, submitted on the 23d day of February 
last, to the decision of that honorable body, on the third reading of a bill in that house, entitled ** 2 bill for settling 
certain claims to public lands of the United States south of the Tennessee,” in order that the said applicants might 
be admitted to_a participation of the benefits of the said bill, if deemed s\ -atitled, where, after such hearing was 
had, the said House of ro ig eh on the passing of the said bill, amended the same_by recognizing, fully, 
your applicants claim, and by admitting your applicants thereby, by a very great majority of votes, to an equal par- 
ticipation of the provisions, made for compensation, by the said bill, with the other applicants who were originally 
inserted in the said bill, as meriting, at least, the same measure of justice as, by the Journals of the said Honse of 
Representatives will more fully appears and that, after the said bill had so passed the said House of Representa- 
tives, it being then too near the period at which the session of that representation of Congress was to expire, to pass, 
with the necessary readings, in the Senate, into an act of the Legislature; an amendment was made in the Senate 
to another act then passing, (and which passed there into an act) entitled ‘* 4n act regulating the grants of lands, 
and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United States south of the Tennessee,” by which said amendment 
the eighth clanse of the said act was altered, so as to embrace your applicants’ claims, and to provide for all claims 
under ** any act or pretended act of the State of Georgia,” in manner as in such act is expressed, as, by the said 
act, and the Journals of the Senate of Congress, will more fully appear. 

That the magnitude of injury suffered by your applicants will appear from a perusal of their former represen- 
tation, now annexed to this, and their accounts and by the same, as well as the acts already solemnly done by the 
House of Representatives and the Senate, in Congress assembled, in confirmation of their right and of their claims, 
they trust the justice of this application will become fixed and indisputable: that they do not come to demand any of 
the territory contracted for with Georgia, and since purchased by the United States, or to dispute their rights, or 
to repel the claims of other claimants who may have suffered in like manner, and may be equally entitled to com- 
pensation; but only as the only sufferers in pecuniary interest, sacrifice of estate, health, peace of mind, and 
family happiness, in addition to the consideration of the great loss of a portion of cinaeted purchased from Georgia, 
fairly and conclusively, in point of title, and now taken from them, to receive a liberal compensation from the pro- 
visions made by Congress for that purpose, adequate to the damage and injury they have suffered, for not only a 
privation of a portion of a just right, but the actual injuries and losses sustained from vast and unavoidable expendi- 
tures of money, sacrifice of property and estate, peace of mind, length of time, health and credit, in supporting 
the contract made with Georgia. 

That they solemnly know of no one who has suffered any of the losses herein enumerated but themselves, or advanc- 
ed any sum of any magnitude but William Gibbons, who has advariced £500, now in the treasury of Georgia: that 
all others who had advanced any moneys have, by express provision,’ made before such advance, had the same re- 
stored, and left your applicants solely burthened, with their losses proven. That Mr. William Gibbons has not 
authorized any of your applicants to apply, for him, for any compensation, though notified to doit; and that your 
applicants would be happy to promote the just claims of any others, with their own, herein offered for compensation 
of losses, did they know of any, and were authorized to do so by proper documents, as well as sufficient powers, 





esas 


fr nr 


es ae ee 


Ee 
er 
— 


172 PUBLIC LANDS. (180s. 








a 


but, being ignorant of any, (and which they think must have been known to them, if any such were) they, therefore, 
on their own behalf only, without hostility to any just claim, pray such compensation as may be given them, be 
given to be divided between them nominally, in ratio of their respective losses, individually, and in full satisfaction 
thereof; all which losses are fully proven, and sufficiently vouched from the records of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, authenticated copies of which are now lodged in the office of the Secretary of State, pursuant to law. 
Besides its being notorious, that, from the losses and incumbrances incurred to your applicants by the conduct of 
the State of Georgia, large amounts of property, belonging to each of them, have been sacrificed by the pressing de- 
mands against them thereon, and sales made of the same; in consequence of which, at least two-thirds of their value 
have been sacrificed: and the which property, did your applicants but now possess, without having been forced to 
such sales, might extricate them from their difficulties, and leave them still independent. 


All which is most respectfully submitted. 
ALEXANDER MOULTRIE. 
27th December, 1803. 
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COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 28, 1803. 


To Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States. 
The memorial of the Virginia Yazoo Company, humbly showeth: 


That, in the year 1788, the State of Georgia offered a cession of part of its Western territory to the United States, 
obviously to discharge the debt incurred by them in defence of that country against the Indians, which was, by the 
United States (as was presumed) deemed not advantageous. 

In July of 1788, the United States proposed to receive a cession of all the territorial claim of Georgia west of the 
Appalachicola, &c. containing, as is believed, about forty millions of acres, at the price of —— dollars, a small 
portion only considered as specie, the balance certificates. : 

These transactions were, in truth, the principal inducement which led the Virginia Company to make propositions 
to the Legislature of Georgia at the session of 1789; not as a subject of speculation, no such thing was ever intended 
or attempted—but sincerely designing a settlement in that country with sober and industrious citizens, whenever 
leave to effect that purpose might have been regularly obtained of the General Government, and to have been ac- 
companied by civil and military officers appointed according to law. 

‘The company deputed two of their members to wait on the Legislature, and present their petition, and thereby 
proposing for the tract of country included within the following boundary: “‘ beginning at the mouth of Bear creek, 
on the south side of the Tennessee rivers running thence up the said creek, to the head, or source, thence a due west 
course, supposed to be twenty miles, to the ‘ombigbee or Twenty Mile creek, thence down the same to latitude 
thirty-three; thence along the said latitude, a due west course, to the Mississippi; thence up the said river, to the 
northern boundary line of this State; thence along the said line, in due east course, to the Tennessee river; thence up 
the said river, to the beginning. ‘* To give sixty thousand dollars, payable in the currency of the State, or any 
liquidated debts against the State.” - 

Among other proceedings had upon the petition, the Senate ordered a committee to confer with the memorialists 
on the subject of the bill and petition. The House of Representatives made the same order, and that the committee 
consist of a member from each county. In the various conferences there did not appear even a wish by any mem- 
ber of the committees to change the mode of payment proposed. 

In due time, the bill agent upon the petition stated passed into an act, which granted to the Virginia Yazoo 
Company pre-emption of the land stated in their memorial, and designated by the same lines of boundary for the 
amount of ninety-three thousand seven hundred and forty-one dollars; and if payment made within two years to 
the Treasurer, his receipt authorized the Governor to sign and deliver a grant to the company. 

In a short time after the passing the act, two small payments at different periods, were made to the Treasurer, in 
the paper currency of the State, in part payment of the purchase. ; 

Within the two years, the whole amount due was at the Treasury Office tendered to the Treasurer, and receipt 
demanded to entitle to a grant. Tender refused, without assigning any reason therefor. The tender was in the 
liquidated papers and debts of the State, acknowledged such, and to be genuine; which receipt is as follows: 


Acknowledgment of the Treasurer of Georgia, of the tender made of payment by the Virginia Yazoo Company. 


SraTe or Georeia: 
I, John Meals, Treasurer of the said State, do hereby acknowledge and certify, that on the 12th day of December, 
in'the year 1791, personally appeared before me at the Treasury Office, John Watts, Esquire, a member of the Vir- 
ginia Yazoo Company, invested with full powers by the said company, to pay into the treasury of the State, the 
balance still due of the consideration and price of a certain tract of country, contracted for and purchased by the 
said company, from the Legislature of this State, agreeable to an act for disposing of certain vacant lands or territory 
within this State; and the said Jehn Watts did accordingly, in the presence of George Handly, Benjamin Porter 
and Anderson Watkins, produce, count out, and tender to me, as Treasurer of the said State, in behalf of the said 
Virginia Yazoo Company, certificates and orders on the treasury for claims liquidated and signed by persons legally 
authorized to issue the same for debts due and owing from this State, amounting to the sum of twenty-one thousand 
five hundred and nineteen pounds, eleven shillings, and four pence sterling, which is equal to the amount of ninety- 
two thousand two hundred and twenty-six dollars, and forty fifty-sixths of a dollar, which sum, together with the 
payments heretofore made, and received into the treasury, in part payments of the lands aforesaid, amounts to the 
sum of ninety-three thousand seven hundred and forty-one ils, the price stipulated for the said tract of country 
in the act of Assembly before mentioned. And the said John Watts, Esquire, did accordingly demand of me, in the 
name, and in behalf of the said company, to receive the certificates and orders on the treasury now tendered, and to 
certify the receipt of the same as ‘I'reasurer of this State, to entitle the said company to a grant of the lands aforesaid, 
in consequence of their stipulations with the Legislature, and the act of Assembly before cited; which sum of twenty- 
one thousand five hundred and nineteen pounds, eleven shillings, and four pence. sterling, equal to the amount, of 
ninety-two thousand two hundred and twenty-six dollars and forty fifty-sixths of a dollar, in the aforesaid liquid- 
ated debts, now tendered to me, I did refuse to receive and certify, as a payment for the balance due by the said 


company for the land aforesaid. ; 
iven under my hand, as Treasurer of the said State, at my office, in the town of Augusta, on the date first above 


mentioned. 
JOHN MEALS, Treasurer. 


Witness, 
Grorce ‘HanDLey, 
B. Porrer, 
ANDERSON WaArTKINs. 
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[Annexed to the preceding. ] 


GEORGIA. 
By his excellency Governor Telfair, Governor and Commander-in-chief in and over the State aforesaid. To all 


to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 
Know ye, that John Meals, Esquire, is Treasurer of the State of Georgia, and that Thomas Watkins, Esquire, 
is Secretary of the honorable Senate of the said State. ‘Therefore. all due faith, credit, and authority, are, and 


ought to be had and given to the annexed documents by them respectively subscribed. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the said State to be affixed, at the 


State House, in Augusta, this 24th day of December, 1791, and in the sixteenth year of the independence of the 


United States of America. 
: EDWD. TELFAIR. 
By his Excellency’s command, JOHN MILTON, Secretary. 


Proof is now adduced to show, that, through every stage of the business, and particularly at the time the bill 

assed into an act, and after it became a law, not only specie was not contemplated by the Legislature, but that it 

was their | eect intent by that law, to meet the mode of payment proposed by the petition of the Visginis Com- 
pany; and this arises from— 


ist. The petition contemplated and proposed such mode of payment only. 
2d. The conferences of committees appointed for that purpose with the agents of the company, and no shadow 


of alteration from the mode of payment proposed by the petition even wished by any of the gentlemen forming the 
committees. 

3d. The act itself recognizing the petition or memorial, thereby ingrafting it as part. 

4th. The protest of the minority, after the passage of the bill, grounded upon the precise mode of payment, stated 
in the memorial of the Virginia Company. ‘This protest recognized by depositions of Seaborn Jones, and of Joseph 
Habersham, two of that minority, and by the deposition of the printer. 

5th. The testimony of five gentlemen of the majority of that Legislature, to wit: 


STATE OF GEORGIA. 


Green County. 
I do hereby certify that I was a member of the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of this 


State in the year 1789, when, and at which session, a part of the Western territory of this State was sold to a com- 
pany of persons styled and called the Virginia Yazoo Company. As well as I recollect, I voted in favor of the sale, 
and did myself fully understand at that time that the said Virginia Yazoo Company, by the terms of the contract 
made, had of right the privilege to pay for the said territory so purchased of the General Assembly, in the State 
certificates and orders on the treasury, for claims liquidated at their nominal or expressed amount or value, and I 
believe such was the general understanding and received opinion of the General Assembly, and how that omission 


happened in the law I do not know. 
Given under my hand this 17th day of October, 1803. 
WM. FITZPATRICK. 


Test, F. Jounson. 
STATE OF VIRGINIA. 


Friuvanna County. 
This day came Francis Johnson before me, one of the commonwealth’s justices, in and for said county, and 


made oath that Wm. Fitzpatrick, _— signed and subscribed the within certificate in his presence. 
Given under my hand this 28th of November, 1803. 
JEDEDIAH JOHNSON. 


I do hereby declare, that I was a member of the Legislature of the State of Georgia, in the year 1789, at the ses- 
sion of which a part of the vacant territory of said State was sold to a company styled the Virginia Yazoo Company 
in payment for which, it was understood, as I then conceived, and still think, the State was to receive its audited 
certificates and other liquidated claims of the same nature; under which impression I voted in favor of the said sale, 
believing it to be the interest of the State to redeem its papers, and, at the same time, doing justice to the individual 


holders of them, as early as possible. 
JOHN SHELMAN. 


LouisviLLeE, November 11th, 1803. 
(The same affidavit by Mr. Johnson.) 


STATE OF GEORGIA. 
NoveMBER 14th, 1803. 


I do hereby certify and declare that I was a member of the Legislature of the State aforesaid, in the year 1789, 
at the session of which a part of the vacant territory of said State was sold to a company styled the Virginia Yazoo 
Company, in ‘edge for which it was understood as I then conceived, and still think, was to have been made 
either in the then paper medium in circulation, audited certificates, or other liquidated demands against the said 


State. 
Given under my hand, the day and year as above. 
J. APPLING. 


(The same affidavit by Mr. Johnson. ) 
GEORGIA. 


CotumsBia County. 

Personally appeared before me Neil Cleveland, Esquire, and, after being duly sworn on the Holy Gospels of 
God, saith, he was a member of the Legislature of the aforesaid State in the year 1789 and 1790, when a sale of the 
western part of the said State was made to the Virginia, South Carolina, and Tennessee Companies, and that this 
deponent voted in the affirmative on the passage of the law for the sale of the aforesaid land, and that his impres- 
sions, at the time of the sale, was, that the State securities, or certificates, were to be received in payment for the 
said lands. NEIL CLEVELAND. 


Sworn to, this 14th November, 1803, before Peter Crawford, J. P. ex officio. 


STATE OF GEORGIA. 


Hancock County, to wit: 

I do hereby certify that I was a member of the Senate of the Legislature of this State, in the year 1789, at 
which session a part of the Western territory of this State was sold to a company of persons styled and called the 
Virginia Yazoo Company, and that I voted in favor and for the said sale. I further certify that specie was not 
during the progress of the transaction, offered by the Virginia, asked by the Legislature, or contemplated by either 
party. That the Virginia Yazoo Company offered in payment for the said territory the State certificates and 
orders on the treasury of the State for claims liquidated. And that no other kind of payments was, by the Legisla- 
ture at that time expected, as it was clearly so understood; and how the omission happened in the law I do not 


_know. 


In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and name, this 19th October, 1803. 
JAMES EVANS. 


25 p 
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STATE OF GEORGIA. 
Hancock County, 88. 


This day. Major James Evans, of the county aforesaid, who has subscribed the above certificate, came before 
me, one of the Commonwealth justices of the peace, in and for said county, and made cath to the truth of the forego- 
ing certificate in due form. | 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 19th of October, 1803. 


B. SHIVERS, J. P. (1. s.) 


GEORGIA. 
Hancock County. 


By Martin Martin, clerk of the superior court of said county. 
To all to whom these presents may come, GREETING: 


Know ye, That Barnaby Shivers, Esquire, whose signature is affixed to the foregoing affidavit, is an acting 
justice of the peace for said county. : : : 
rherefore, full faith, credit, and authority are justly due to his official attestation as such. 


[ In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of the county, at office, this 19th 
L. S.] October, 1803. 
MARTIN MARTIN, Clerk Superior Court. 


To which they add the testimony arising from the report of the committee of the Senate, to whom was referred 
(in consequence of refusal of tender by the Treasurer, the payment offered by the Virginia Company) the petition 
of the company, and therein stating their original petition, mode of payment therein set forth and proposed, their 
compliance, bona fide, with every thing incumbent on them to perform, to render the contract, on their part, 
executed and complete, the refusal of tender by the Treasurer, without assigning any reason therefor, and praying 
the Legislature to give directions to their Treasurer to receive, &c., and which is as follows: 


“In Senate, December 17th, 1791. The committee, to whom was referred the memorial of the Virginia Yazoo 
Company, report that they have duly considered the same, and find it to contain a true statement of facts;’’ there- 
fore recommend the following resolution: 


“ Resolved, That the State Treasurer be directed to receive, in payment for the lands sold to the Virginia Yazoo 
Company, specie, paper medium, or any liquidated demands against this State, provided the payment be made at 
or before the 21st instant.” 

Although, on the question, it passed in the negative, yeas, 4, nays, 5, yet the testimony, arising from the report 
of a committee in every respect competent to such investigation, and professedly appointed for such purpose, is 
respectable, and must have weight. 

he amount of this solemn and concurrent testimony is believed competent fully to evince that the express intent 
of the Legislature, by their act of 1789, was to stipulate the same mode of payment as the Virginia Company had 
proposed, and thereby meet the proposition contained in their memorial, which in the act they notice, and therein 
ingraft. And it will be worthy of observation, that the testimony, in general, applies to the act, not only when in 
re character of a bill susceptible of modification, but at the time of passing, and when passed into a solemn legis- 
ative act. 

The conclusion (it is presumed) must necessarily be that the Virginia Yazoo Company having performed every 
thing incumbent upon them to render the contract executed and complete, they were entitled to their grant for the 
specific territory purchased. 

Some of the gentlemen of the majority, it is true, have not sworn to their signed declaration, and the company 
had not the means, by process, to compel; but, surely, what they have declared and signed may be fairly presumed 
to be truth, especially when corroborated by others who have made oath. Their signed declarations are proved to 
be genuine by the deposition of Francis Johnson, who subscribed as a witness, and, although informal, is believed to 
be sufficiently luminous to make efficient impression. 


STATE OF VIRGINIA. 
FLuvanna County, 383. 


This day Francis Johnson came before me, Jedediah Johnson, one of the Commonwealth’s justices in and for 
the said county, and made oath, that, in the month of September last, he was employed by David Ross, Esquire, on 
the part of the Yazoo Company, to repair to the State of Georgia, and there to make application to such of the 
gentlemen who composed the Legislature of that State, in the year 1789, as voted in the affirmative of the contract 
made with the said company during that session, for part of the vacant territory belonging to the said State, as could, 
with convenience at this period, be met with, for affidavits and certificates, to prove the nature and understanding of 
the contract as to what was to be received in payment by the State for the territory then contracted for. That, in 
the progress of this business, he applied, severally, to Mr. Middleton Woods, of Elbert county, Colonel Harman 
Reynolds, of Clarke county, and Mr. Archer Gresham, of Green county, who were members of that Legislature, 
and voted in the affirmative of that sale, as ef told him, for affidavits or certificates comprising their belief or 
understanding of what kind of oe the real contract embraced, whether gold or silver, paper medium, funded 
or liquidated claims, or what. That they severally refused to give any affidavit or certificate upon the subjects that 
he also applied to Major David Gresham, of Green county, one of the Senate that year, and who also voted in the 
affirmative of the said sale; that Major Gresham informed him his recollection was clear that the Virginia Com- 
pany had, agreeably to his idea and understanding of the contract of right, the privilege to pay for the territory so 
sold and purchased, in the paper medium of the State, certificates and orders on the treasury for claims liquidated 
against the State; but, being in the Legislature of that State, in the year 1795, when the lands were again sold by 
the Legislature, he would not grant an affidavit or certificate, unless the Virginia Company would promise not to 
use it to the prejudice of the purchasers of 1795; and, if they would make that assurance, * would make an affidavit 
comprehending his belief and understanding of the contract. 

‘hat of those who voted in the affirmative of the said contract, from the best information he received, there are 
dead, Messrs. Bisset and Osborne, of the Senate, Messrs. Little, Love, and Weed, and by some informed that Mr. 
Watts was also dead, and by others that he removed to the Western country—removed and absent from the State, 
Messrs. Few, M’Intosh, Fletcher, and Williamson, and to Messrs. Kerr, Mackintosh, and O’Neal, he did not apply. 

This deponent further states that he was instructed to apply and get copies and extracts from the minutes or 
journals of Senate and House of Representatives of Georgia, of certain resolves, &c. which were denied him, and 
for further and more full information upon that point, he refers to copies of his memorandums and letters of the 23d 
October last and 9th November, hereto subjoined, to the Secretary of the Senate and House of Representatives, as 
also their answers thereto of the 9th instant, also annexed; he further states that, after those communications had 
passed, the said Secretary aud Clerk jointly made application to the House of Representatives, by Major Charlton, 
a member of that House, for instructions how to act, (the memorandum and communications accompanying the 
application) which were ordered to lie on the table; this information he received from the said Secretary and Clerk. 


FR. JOHNSON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 28th November, 1803. Given under my hand as a justice of the peace 
in and for the county first abovementioned. 
JEDEDIAH JOHNSON. 
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To such depositions as there are, the seal of the State authenticating is wanted. This is admitted; and here 
again there were no means to — that justice to be done the Virginia Company which was their due. Applica- 
tion was made to the Secretary of State to authenticate with the seal of the State; it was refused, unless the Go- 
vernor would specially direct it. His excellency was applied to and refused to direct or permit it to be done, as 
appears from the deposition of George Holman, which is as follows: 


State or Georata, City of Augusta: 


Before me, John Wilson, one of the justices of the inferior court of the county of Richmond, and State aforesaid, 
and intendant of the city of Augusta, in the said county and State, personally came and appeared George Holman, 
at present of the same place, and being duly sworn, made oath that, on Wednesday, the 8th instant, he applied in 
Louisville, the seat of Government, to Horatio Marbury, Esq. the Secretary of State for the said State of Georgia, 
and requested the said Secretary to procure the Governor’s testimonial and seal of the State, to authenticate more 
fully that William Robertson, Esq. is Secretary of the Senate, and that Hines Holt, Esq. is Clerk of the House of 
Kepresentatives of the State of Georgia, and also, that John Wilson, Esq. is one of the justices of the inferior court 
of the county of Richmond, in the said State; the names of which William Robertson and Hines Holt, are to cer- 
tain extracts from the journals of the General Assembly of the said State, for the year 1789 and 1791, hereunto an- 
nexed, and the name of the said John Wilson to a certain affidavit made before him by one Seaborn Jones, Esq. of 
the city aforesaid, also hereunto annexed; but was answered and told by the said Secretary of State that it could 
not be done unless his excellency the Governor would pass an Executive order for that purpose. That, in conse- 
quence thereof, (his excellency Governor Milledge being at his seat near Augusta) he, this deponent, on the 10th 
instant, ‘waited in person on his excellency Governor Milledge, and, after explaining to him the nature of the appli- 
cation made on Wednesday last to the Secretary of State, and the reference to the Governor, his excellency retused 
to order or permit the said testimonial to be given. And this deponent doth further say, that he was two weeks or 
upwards in Louisville aforesaid, during the Tate session of the General Assembly of this State, and is personally 
acquainted with William Robinson and Hines Holt, before mentioned, and doth know that they severally acted, the 
former as Secretary of the Senate, and the latter as Clerk of the House of Representatives, and doth verily believe 
that they have been duly and regularly appointed as such. And he doth further say that he was present when the 
extracts hereunto annexed were taken from the journals, which he particularly examined, and verily believes they 


were correctly extracted. 
GEORGE HOLMAN. 
JOHN WILSON, J. P. 


Sworn to before me, December 13, 1802. 


Other testimony was expected to appear from the jvurnals of the Senate and of the House of Representatives of 
Georgia; application was regularly made to the proper officers at their respective offices, and copies of such extracts 
as were required were refused by them to be given or made, not feeling themselves at liberty to certify any thing 
(as they were pleased to say) relative to Yazoo, as by their joint letter to, and deposition of, Francis Johnson will 
appear; which letters are as follows: 

Lovisvitte, November 9th, 1803. 
Sir: 

The extracts required by my communication of the 23d ultimo, it is indispensably requisite that they should 
be [furnished] at this time. They are conceived by the Virginia Yazoo Company to be all important, and I trust you 
have had sufficient time and opportunity to make them out. I have been detained already much longer than I could 
have expected, and much to the injury of my business. I trust, therefore, any longer delay will not be contem- 
plated or permitted. The copies before pointed out were, I believe, first, a copy of the resolution of the Senate, in 
the year 1790, declaratory of their understanding of the contract made with the Virginia Yazoo Company in the 
year 1789, by the Legislature of this State, for a part of their vacant or Western territory, as it respects the mode or 
subjects of the payments to be made by the said_company for the said territory. 

Secondly. A copy of the resolution of the Senate for repaying to the Virginia Yazoo Company the money by 
them paid into the treasury of this State in the year 1790, in part performance of their contract for the said territory; 
this resolution, if such there be, probably passed in the year 1794 or 1795. 

Thirdly. Whether any other, save the first petition, was presented by the Virginia Yazoo Company to the Ses- 
sion or Assembly of 1789, concerning or in any wise touching the subject of the Western or vacant territory of this 
State; upon this point I wished a certificate. 

Hoping and entreating you not longer to detain me, I remain, with the highest esteem, &c. 


F. JOHNSON. 
To the Secretary of the Senate. 


An exact copy of the above last mentioned letter was made by Mr. Johnson, and directed ‘* Zo the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives.” 


Their joint answer is as follows: 


Sir: 

Your communication of the 23d ult. and letter of this day, we have before us, and notice the contents. 

After obtaining advice on the subject, we, from the diversity of opinion, do not feel at liberty to certify any thing 
relative to Yazoo!!! ; 

As the State of Georgia has disposed of the territory in question to the Union, it is thought advisable in her offi- 
cers to embarrass the General Government as little as possible on that subject. 

The State of Georgia, we have reason to believe, will withhold nothing that will tend to the furtherance of any 
object the United States may have in view. 

The Legislature is now in session, and should you be dissatisfied with our proceedings, we advise you to apply 
to them; and, in every instance, we shall feel ourselves bound by their decision. 

Weare, with respect and consideration, &c. 


WILL. ROBERTSON cree of the Senate. 
HINES HOLT, Clerk House of Representatives. 


LovIsvit_eE, 9th November, 1803. 


Frank Jounson, Esq. 


It was stated by the commissioners in their report to Congress last session, that the Virginia Company withdrew 
the money from the treasury, which they had paid in part of the purchase made. ' 
There is no doubt but the honorable gentlemen had what they presumed ground for such statement, but, in truth, 
the fact is not so. Facts stated will illustrate and evince. ; ik a 
After the tender and refusal, as stated, the Virginia Company hoping, from time to time, the honorable the Le- 
islature of Georgia would do them that justice they felt themselves entitled to, at their session of 1795, deputed 
ohn B. Scott to make application to that Legislature for a fulfilment of the contract stated, and, if necessary, to 
make some sacrifices to the State in order to obtain the grant in an amicable manner, without delay or disputes; he 
was instructed so to do, but he had no authority to do any act which ought to impair, or in any manner affect the 
original contract; he found the Legislature not in a temper to accept his propositions of accommodation for the 
former sale, as they_were deeply engaged in selling the same lands, with additional tracts, to a set of new purcha- 
sers. The object of Mr. Scott’s mission being thus unattainable, he had no further powers to act for the company; 
and it is here to be observed that, upon his return from Georgia, at the first meeting of the company, he informe 
them that he had inconsiderately accepted of the money which had been paid into the treasury, in part of the price 








‘ 





of the land, which he was willing to pay to them; this information was received with astonishment, and immedi- 
ately there was a unanimous protest against this transaction, which is as follows: 

** That he (John B. Scott) having inadvertently accepted of the said money from the Treasurer, and was ready 

to deliver it unto them; but they unanimously refused to accept of it, and in the most express terms deny that they 
either gave any orders for withdrawing the money, or had any such intention. And they not only disavow the right 
of receiving the said money, but they declare it is, and ever has been, their uniform intention to pay up the balance 
whenever the Government of Georgia shall perform their part of the contract, and permit a grant to issue agreeably 
to the original purchase.” 
The Virginia Company determined, as far as they could, to understand the transaction (though they know it 
could not affect their title) deputed a messenger to obtain copies of such documents as they supposed would be illus- 
trative of it, that is to say, copy of the resolution of the Legislature, (if such there was) directing the Treasurer to 
re-pay, and which (if such there be) was, by the proper officers, refused to be given. 

From the Treasurer was required a copy of the receipt (if such there was) given by John B. Scott, for money 
said ta be received by him, as agent of the Virginia Yazoo Company, perhaps in 1795, and paid into the treasury by 
the said company, in the year 1790, in part payment of their purchase, and any order of authority by which the said 
John B. Scott withdrew that money, if any such authority is filed. ‘To which the Treasurer returned the following 
answer: 
Treasury Orrice, Grorera, Louisvitte, November 9, 1803. 


Sir: 

I have searched this office, and have not been able to find either of or any such papers mentioned in the 
above letter. 
I am, sir, your most obedient, 


EDWIN MOUNGER. 


Mr. Francis JonHnson. 


It is understood to be insinuated that the Virginia Company are indirectly concerned in the purchases said to 
be made from the Legislature of Georgia, in 1795, and, perhaps, accompanied with a wish that belief should be at- 
tached thereto. The Virginia Company professing themselves, at all times, to have been governed by the strictest 
principles of honor and probity, to wipe off, as far as depends upon themselves, individually, the insinuation as dis- 
honorable as it is unjust, have made their solemn appeal to the Searcher of Hearts, that they never were, nor are, ei- 
ther as a company, nor individually, nor in any other way or manner, originally or as assignees, directly or indirectly, 
concerned in the purchases said to be made in 1795. It is true, that it appears that John B. Scott, one of the members 
of the Virginia Yazoo Company, has taken part in those purchases, and, until the late report of the commissioners 
upon the business and transactions of the session of the Georgia Legislature, in 1795, in that work the Virginia 

azoo Company were absolutely ignorant of the relation in which he stood to the companies then formed; but what- 
ever impropriety or blame may appear to arise from that transaction, it cannot, with truth or justice, apply to the 
Virginia Company as such, nor to individuals of that company, other than himself: except the present glance, (the 
Virginia Company having done so from necessity) they do not wish further to interfere in the transactions of 1795, 
of the purchases then made, unless rendered necessary and urged thereto, in defence of their just right; but if so, 
they presume they are able to adduce such authority as to evince that those presumed purchasers, and all having 
notice, claiming under them (and this will be shown to be more extensive than at present probably presumed) in 
point of right and justice, (notwithstanding their holding the evidence of legal grants) cannot have more than equal 
pretension with the Virginia Yazoo Company. 

The only suggestion that has been, at any time, hinted against the absolute right of the Virginia Company to 
their grant for the seven millions of acres of land, more or less, that has appearance of difficulty, even in a court of 
law. is this—that the act itself not specially stipulating that liquidated papers of the State might be paid, the act is 
not susceptible of explanation any other way than from itself. 

It is confidently believed that, on this precise point, the law is otherwise, which governs the exposition of statutes 


by which any contract is formed. ; ‘akan 4 ow: 
The act of the Legislature, under which the Virginia Company claim, has all the validity and force of a contract, 


and admits of similar construction. 

In defining the meaning of those clauses which relate to payment, latitude of construction is admissible; they 
are ambiguous, not special. ‘The memorial proposes a specitic mode of payment: the act cannot be properly con- 
strued as an alteration thereof. The words of the law are, the amount of ninety-three thousand dollars; but neither 
specie, paper money, nor certificates, are mentioned. How is the intention to be ascertained? It is necessary to recur 
to the propusition on which the act is founded. ‘To it the preamble refers, and it must be considered as constituting, 
in fact, a part of the act, and as ingratted therein. In any uncertainty of construction, whether from ambiguity, from 
a deficiency or profuseness of expression, by the act, reference must be had to the memorial for the due ascertain- 
ment of the meaning. ‘This mode of reasoning is presumed to be correct, and it is deemed equally so to state that 
the testimony of the members of a Legislature is admissible evidence in a court of equity, to explain any ambiguity 
in their legislative acts; and to explain the intent where a contract is thereby formed, (when a municipal regulation 
it is admitted to be otherwise, because here a rule prescribed is given for action) because the Legislature acts in its 
moral character, and is taken as a moral person. 

A few adjudications (from amongst a variety) are extracted from Viner’s abridgment. 

Every thing which is within the tment of the makers of the act, though not within the letter, is as strongly within 
the act as that which is within the letter, and the intent also. 

The words of statutes are not to be considered only, but rather the intent of the. matter is to be weighed, for 
many times things which are within the words of statutes are not within the purview of them, which extends no fur- 
ther than the intent of the makers, which is the principal thing to be considered. 

The intent of the act is always to be regarded, and to such purpose only the words ought to be construed. 

The intent ought to be found partly from the words, and partly from the mischief they intend to remedy. 

Constructions are to be made of the whole act, according to the intent of the makers, and so sometimes are to 


be expounded against the letter, to preserve the intent. ae ; 
The intent of the makers may be collected from the cause or necessity of making the act, or by the words in other 


parts of the act, or by foreign circumstances. ; ; mA é 
In acts that are to be construed according to the intent and meaning of the makers of them, the original intent 


and meaning is to be observed. *) a oo 
To these may be added the reading and decision of Puffendorf and Vattel, on the exposition of legislative acts 


forming . contract with individual members of the society; and distinguishing such from laws prescribing a rule of 
civil conduct. 

The sovereign authority of a State may be contemplated in two distinct capacities; the one, being the exercise of 
this authority, in prescribing municipal regulations for the conduct of the citizens; the other, in the capacity of an 
agent for the State, in matters of contract and negotiation. The former comprehends all those acts of the Legislature 
which operate over the whole community, and apply themselves universally to the transactions of the people. ‘These 
are rules of civil conduct prescribed for the regulation of society; and, as applied to the conduct of men, dictate the 
rules of right and wrong. Acts of this description are rere laws; and as the circumstances of mankind in a state 
of society are liable to mutations, a change of these municipal precepts is thereby rendered necessary; from whence 


originates the authcrity of the Legislature to alter, amend, or repeal them, and substitute others in their place, as 
appearances may direct, or policy dictate. This power is a necessary concomitant of the legislative authority; and, 
having its origin in justice, is a foundation principle in the social compact, and devolves, therefore, on succeeding 
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Legislatures by delegation; but this principle, so well founded, and so necessary to be exercised in the case of laws, 
if applied to other acts of the Government, would become the instrument of injustice and the agent of despotism. 
‘+ Hence,” say¥Puffendorf, “ we must take care to distinguish the other acts of sovereigns from their laws, lest 
any should imagine that all their just donations, alienations, and compacts, may be retracted by themselves or their 
successors. For upon these acts a right is obtained by other men, which ought not to be taken from them against 
their consent.” As, in all forms of government, there must be a moral agency attached to the.sovereign power, 
which shall hold the tenure of the public property, and represent the nation in matters of contract and negotiation; 
it follows, that this agency, in respect to its contents, must be subject to the same rules of right and wrong, and under 
the control of the same principles of justice, which govern the transactions of private individuals. 

The body politic, or public agency of a state, then, with respect to its contracts, stands in the same relation to the 
person with whom the contract is made, and subject to the same obligations that individuals are in similar circum- 
stances; and as the contract of an individual will bind his heirs, and all others claiming under him, so the contract of 
— binds its members in eternal succession, to which the moral agency of a State bears a just and defina- 

e analogy. 

The moral agency of the State of Georgia, from the powers and. qualities adherent thereto, might have made to 
the Virginia Company a sule of any portion of her unappropriated territory, without any exercise whatever of the 
legislative authority for that purpose, if the existing laws, at that time, had provided for such a measure. But, as 
such provisions had not been made, it became necessary to enact a law, directing the State agency in the case con- 
templated. In this case, therefore, the sovereign legislative power and the incidental power of selling were exercised 
in co-operation; and before the moral agency of the State could effect the contract, an act of legislation was neces- 
sary to prescribe the rules by which the transaction should be governed. Accordingly, an act was passed. After the 
passage of this act, which operated as an express declaration of what the State agency willed to be done, as well as 
a legislative direction, as to the manner of executing that will, the Governor, under the direction of this law, and in 


observance to that will, was, certain stipulations — — with by the company, to carry the latter into effect, 
the former. 


in compliance with and according to the ee of t ; nad wy ¥ 
In this transaction may be discerned the exercise of the sovereign will in two distinct capacities: the first, as a 


Legislature prescribing rules; the second, as a moral person disposing of a part of its property, according to these 
rules. After the passing of this law, it became legal to sell in ¢his method. It was an act of the body politic, author- 
ized and sanctioned by law. And, as this contract was not dissolved by any failure of the company, in the perform- 
ance of the actual conditions contemplated, but carried, so far as the same was practicable, under the subsequent 
irregularities. of the opposite contracting party, virtually into effect, it ought to be viewed, (to the extent, at least, 
dependent on the act of the company) as equitably standing on similar grounds, not with contracts imperfect or exe- 
cutory, but of contracts already in a state of execution. It could not, therefore, be affected by any thing ex post 
facto, nor its obligation impaired by any subsequent legislative act or disposition. 

In the formation of the contract under consideration, the Legislature of the State of Georgia acted not by any 
intermediate commission, but directly in its capacity as a moral agent. The formalities customary in engagements 
between man and man must, of course, be dispensed with. ‘These, from the mode adopted by the sovereign will 
for employing this agency, and the nature of the agent itself, could not, in the usual mode of acting, appertain. It 
becomes, of course, necessary, and is admissible, to give to the whole transaction some liberality of construction, to 
fill up what may justly be considered tacit, without violating the evident meaning contemplated; to add what, by 
undoubted testimony, taay be evinced was in actual intendment by the parties. [n support of this general principle, 
authorities may be adduced, tending to establish that the contract, as understood, at the period of formation, is that 
which at all subsequent periods ought to be acknowledged. 

(Vattel, lib. 2, section 268.) *‘* The interpretation of every treaty and every act ought to be made according to 
certain rules proper to determine the sense of them, such as the parties concerned must naturally have understood 
when the act was prepared and accepted. The question, in the interpretation of a treaty or any act whatsoever, is to 
know what the contracting powers have agreed upon, in order to determine precisely, on any particular occasion, 
what has been promised and accepted; that is to say: not only what one of the parties has had the intention to. pro- 
mise, but also what the other has reasonably and sincerely thought to be promised, what has been sufficiently de- 


clared to him, and upon which he must have regulated his acceptance.” 
‘* [f the sense in any place of a discourse,” says Puffendorf, ‘* be expressed clearly and plainly, the doubtful or 


obscure phrases are to be interpreted by those plain and familiar ones.” 
‘¢ The interpretation ought to be made in such a manner, that all the parts appear consonant to each other; that 


what follows, agrees with what went before.” (Vatt. 1. 2, sec. 285.) 

And here, not irrelevantly, may be superadded, (as might many others of the preceding character, in illustra- 
tion,) the following maxim of Vattel: ** that neither the one nor the other contracting or interested powers or par- 
ties has a right to interpret the act at his pleasure. For, if you are at liberty to give my promise whatever sense 
you please, you will have the power of obliging me to do_ whatever you have a mind, contrary tomy intention and 
beyond my real engagements and reciprocally, &c.” (Lib. 2, sec. 265.) 

The preceding authorities would evince that, in the interpretation of contracts and of all acts whatsoever, 
what, by the intention of the parties, may be presumed to be contemplated or to have been contemplated, at the pe- 
riod of contract or engagement; or what, by the general tenor of the act, and of explanatory concurrences, can rea- 
sonably be assumed as a fundamental basis, shall, in defiance of any casual modification of term, deficiency of ex- 
pression, or ambiguity, by equitable construction, be adopted as the tenor of engagement by the parties. 

Adjudications in courts of equity for specific performance of contract have their general principles so firmly es- 
tablished, that it is deemed superfluous to be quoting authorities. They are numerous and decisive; that, a con- 
tract deliberately entered into, and bona fide complied with on one side, shall be specifically enforced; and that a 
claim in equity arising upon an antecedent purchase is preserved against a subsequent purchaser with notice, and it 
is presumed would defeat such subsequent purchase also, if united with posterior legal title in a third person. 

It is presumed, that, in whatever point of view the claim of the Virginia ee 8 4 is placed, the result will be 
the same, that they did bona fide fulfil their contract, and entitled themselves to the benefit of it; and they can sug- 
gest no reason why a specific performance on the part of the State’ was not complied with, after two payments in 
paper currency of the then circulation had been received by the Treasurer, and receipted for, and the balance due 
tendered, unlessa resolution of the Legislature of that State, passed the 11th of June, 1790, directing their Treasurer 
to receive only gold and silver and paper medium, after a certain time in August following, in payment, might have 
had influence thereupon. a i 

It does not appear, as your memorialists have understood, that any provision has been made by the honorable the 
Legislature of Georgia, for the redemption of the certificates tendered as stated. Your memorialists had an oppor- 
tunity of subscribing a great many of those papers, which have not only been at but above par, but kept them 
together, expecting, from time to time, to pay them, whenever the Legislature of Georgia might think proper to direct 
their grant to issue, until such opportunity for subscription was lost, and, at this day, many of those certificates re- 
main in the hands of individual members of the company. _ ' sist 

It may be proper to state, that the Virginia Company directed suit to be instituted in the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and paid fees to counsel; but, the same was suffered to be discontinued, after the passing of the act 
of Georgia in 1796, rescinding that of 1795, and the amendments to the constitution, as to the suability of States. 

The resolution before your honorable House contemplates that the late commissioners should proceed finally to 
adjust the various claims. Your memorialists feel themselves in an inexpressibly embarrassed situation. With the 
deepest veneration and ce ior those most honorable characters, your memorialists must state the awkward Sit- 
uation in which they must be placed, in exhibiting their claim before those who have already reported a decision, as 
well upon the claims derived under the act of 1789, as those of 1795. ‘That, the former have no equity, that the title 
of the latter cannot be supported; but, that they recommend a resolution in favor of the latter, embracing hearly the 
whole of the reservation, and entirely excluding the former from any reasonable participation with them. 
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It is humbly submitted whether commissioners would proceed (unless specially authorized) but upon evi- 
dence competent in a court of law or equity, and whether, from the natuve of the equitable dispensation to be made 
amongst the claimants by this honorable House, inferior testimony, carrying with it rational conviction to the mind 
will not be deemed competent. 

Your memorialists state that, besides their loss of the specific subject, which, they humbly presume, they have 
shown themselves well entitled to, their expense, sacrifice made of property, immense fatigue, and personal hazard, 
in exploring the country, loss by certificates, and expense in making arrangements for extinguishing Indian claims, 
have gone far in impairing the private fortune of individual members. 

Your memorialists pray this honorable House will consider the subject matter of their memorial, and recognize 
their right to such reasonable participation with other claimants, either in the ratio that the quantity of land which 
your memorialists ,may have shown themselves entitled to bears to the whole quantity claimed, or such other mode 
of relief, and in such proportion with others, as the justice and equity of their case may entitle them to. And your 
memorialists, as in duty bound, shall pray, &c. 

WM. COWAN, 


Agent on behalf of the Virginia Yazoo Company. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA AND VIRGINIA YAZOO COMPANIES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 7, 1804. 


Mr. NicHo son, from’the’committee to whom was referred the memorials of Alexander Moultrie, of South Carolina, 
in behalf of himself and others, styling themselves the South Carolina Yazoo Company, and of William Cowan, 
agent of the Virginia Yazoo Company, made the following report: 


It appears, from the memorials, and from the documents submitted with them, that, on the 2Ist day of De- 
cember, 1789, the Legislature of the State of Georgia passed an act te dispose of certain vacant lands lying within 
that State, by which it was enacted, that the tract of country lying between the Mississippi and Tombigbee rivers, 
and extending from the parallel of latitude, which crosses the Mississippi at the mouth of Cole’s creek to the northern 
boundary of the State, together witha third tract, lying on the Tennessee river, should, for two years from and after 

assing the act, be reserved as a pre-emption for three companies, styled the South Carolina Yazoo Company, the 

irginia Yazoo Company, and the Tennessee Company; and that the Governor should issue grants for the said 
tracts, according to certain boundaries defined in the act, to these companies, respectively, if they should, within the 
two years. pay into the treasury of the State, the following sums, viz: the South Carolina Yazoo Company, the 
amount of sixty-six thousand nine hundred and sixty-four dollars; the Virginia Yazoo Company, the amount of 
ninety-three thousand seven hundred and forty-one dollars; and the Tennessee Company, the amount of forty-six 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

It further appears from the documents exhibited, that the South Carolina Yazoo Company, on the 18th August, 
1790, paid into the treasury of Georgia, in bills of credit, the sum of six hundred and thirty pounds, eighteen shil- 
lings; and, on the 11th of September, 1790, the sum of five hundred pounds, in paper medium; making, in the whole, 
one thousand one hundred and thirty pounds, eighteen shillings, in part of the purchase money; and that, on the 19th 
of December, 1791, the said company made a tender of the balance to the Treasurer of the State. This tender was 
made, as it is alleged, partly in specie, partly in South Carolina paper medium, and partly in Georgia certificates; 
but was rejected by the Treasurer, either upon a presumption that the law itself did not authorize the payment to be 
made in this description of paper, or in pursuance of a resolution of the same Legislature, passed in June, 1790, di- 
recting the Treasurer to receive, after a certain day, in the month of August following, payment for these lands 
only in gold or silver, or the paper medium of the State. ; 

The Virginia Yazoo Company, in a short time after the passing of the act, (but when not np paid the sum of 
one thousand five hundred and fifteen dollars, in the paper currency of the State, as part of the purchase money; and, 
on the 12th of December, 1791, made a tender of the balance to the Treasurer, in State certificates and orders on 
the treasury, for liquidated claims. This tender was also refused, as it is presumed, for the same reason which 
governed in the other case, as above stated. toa 

In consequence of the neglect or refusal, on the part of these companies, to pay, within the stipulated period of 
two years, in such description of money as the Treasurer of the State conceived himself authorized to receive, no 
grant issued, and the State ceded the same tract of country to the United States, by the articles of compact and 
cession, bearing date the —— day of ——, 1802. : 

The money deposited by the Virginia Company was withdrawn by John B. Scott, who was their agent, but who, 
the memorialist alleges, was not authorized to receive the same. ‘That deposited by the South Carolina Company 
is said still to remain in the treasury of Georgia. oe a 

Both companies now contend, that they have a claim against the United States for compensation for losses sus- 
taincd by them in consequence of the refusal, on the part of Georgia, to carry what is called their contract into ef- 
fect; and urge, that if the constitution of the United States had not been changed in relation to the suability of States, 
they could have compelled the State of Georgia to a specific execution of their contract. ‘The act of 1789 is called 
a contract, because the memorialists say their petition to the Legislature upon which the law is founded, is referred 
to in the preamble of the act, and thereby becomes a part of it; and they state that, in this petition, it was proposed 
to make the payments in that description of paper which was afterwards tendered. The committee have not seen 
the petition, but they conceive that the idea of the petition being engrafted into, and thereby becoming a part of, the 
act, is too novel in its nature to require any comment from them to prove its inadmissibility. They do not consider 
the transaction in the light of a contract, as the companies were not bound by it to a compliance, and might have re- 
fused, at any time, to make a payment, without subjecting themselves to any penalty whatever. They view the act 
as a conditional grant, not of the land itself, but of the pre-emption right; and the title of the companies was to be 
perfected upon their remy br with the condition contained in it. is condition was the payment of a sum of 
money, and if it had been fulfilled on their part, would have given them a claim upon the honor and justice of the 
State, for a perfect and complete title. ‘To show their compliance with the condition, they offer the evidence of their 
own petition, referred to in the preamble of the law, the depositions of some of the members of the Legislature, and 
the protest of the minority who voted _— the passage of the act, to prove that it was the intention of the Legis- 
lature that payment might be made in that description of paper which was tendered. 

The preamble of a statute is sometimes referred to, but always with caution, to a$sist in the interpretation of the 
enacting clauses; but the preamble of the act in question can throw no light on the present subject, as it contains no 
expression relative to the species of money or paper which was to be received in payment. The testimony of indi- 
viduals who were members of the Legislature, and the protest of the minority, should be resorted to with still greater 
caution, as they are mere matters of opinion, and the same, or a greater number of other individuals, who were mem- 
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bers of the same body, might have entertained opinions of a directly contrary nature. Indeed, the resolution of 
June, 1790, passed by the same Legislature who framed the act of 1789, directing the Treasurer to receive in pay- 
ment, from these companies, only gold and silver, and the paper medium of the State, is a stronger evidence of its 
spirit and intention, than any which has been offered, and this is in complete hostility to the pretensions of the pre- 
sent claimants. Itis believed to be a sound doctrine. that laws should, if possible, be interpreted, without calling 
in the aid of any foreign materials; and that the meaning of the Legislature should be collected from the language 
which they themselves have used to express it. If there should be an obscurity in one clause, all the others of the 
same act ought to be carefully examined, and compared with that in which the obscurity exists. If, in this manner, 
the meaning of the Legislature can be found, and that can be rendered clear which was obscure before, it is the 
safest method of interpretation, and is always preferred. : 

The memorialists appear to rely with much confidence upon one expression contained in the first section of the 
act of 1789, and this is the only one which favors their construction. They allege that, as the law declares they shall 
be entitled to a grant upon paying into the treasury the amount of sixty-six thousand and ninety-three thousand dol- 
lars, respectively, they were at liberty to pay, in any paper at that time current in Georgia, (except what was called 
Rattlesnake money) whether bills of credit, certificates, or liquidated claims upon the treasury. The expression 
(the amount of sixty-six thousand dollars, &c.) is certainly not a very common one, as here applied, the word sum 
being more general MN used in this sense; but it is by no means an incorrect expression. If the companies were au- 
thorized to give it the construction which they contend for, it might, with equal plausibility, be extended to wheat, 
flour, corn, tobacco, or almost any other article which is a subject of traffic between individuals, or, indeed, to the 
old continental currency, and to the bills of credit issued by any other State in the Union. ‘This certainly cannot 
be permitted, as, in such case, the lands might have been paid for in paper not worth more than one dollar in the 
hundred. It, however, the use of the word amount. instead of the word sum, in the first section, creates any doubt 
as to the intention of the Legislature, this doubt will be removed by referring to the fourth section of the same act, 
which is in these words, viz: ** That the Treasurer of this State shall, on application of any agent of either of the 
said companies, within the said term of two years, receive the sum or sums of money which they are hereby, respec- 
tively, directed to advance; a certificate or certificates of which payments, under the hand of the Treasurer, shall be a 
sufficient veucher for the Governor to issue the grants to the respective companies aforesaid.”’ In this clause the 
intention of the Legislature is clearly and accurately expressed, as they speak of the sums of money which the com- 
panies were, by the act, directed to advance, thereby referring to the sixty-six thousand and ninety-three thousand 
ee which were to be paid for the land, and rendering it clear, beyond a doubt, that money alone was to be re- 
ceived. 

The committee have been thus minute in investigating this case, because the memorialists appear to entertain an 
opinion that, if the State of Georgia had been guilty of a breach of faith, the United States were bound, in equity, to 
make good the damages, they being second purchasers, with notice. Without undertaking to decide this question, 
or to say whether it would be proper to place these companies on the same footing with those who claim under the 
act of 1795, the committee are decidedly of — that the Virginia Yazoo Company, and the South Carolina Yazoo 
Company, have no claim whatever upon the United States. 


Nore. See further Report, No. 101. 
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LAND CLAIMS IN TENNESSEE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 10, 1804, 


Mr. Dicxson, from the committee to whom were referred the memorial of the Legislature of the State of Tennessee, 
and certain resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of North Carolina, on the petition of Memucan 
Hunt, and others, claimants of lands in Tennessee, made the following report: 


That the Indian boundaries, as established by existing treaties, include all the lands within the State of Tennes- 
see, except the two following parcels, to wit: one at the east end of the State, bordering on the lines of the States of 
North Carolina and Virginia, supposed to contain about five millions of acres, and designated as East Tennessee; and 
one other parcel near the west end of the State, adjoining the boundary line of the State of Kentucky, supposed to 
contain about two and a half millions of acres, and known as West Tennessee; which twe tracts of country are 
separated by a wilderness, claimed by the Cherokee nation of Indians, of about seventy-five miles in length, through 
which all communications from East to West Tennessee must pass. 

The committee further report: That in the cession of this district of territory, by the State of North Carolina to 
the United States, it is made a condition ** ‘That all entries made by, or grants made to, all and every person or 

ersons whatsoever, agreeable to law, and within the limits hereby intended to be ceded to the United States, shall 
ave the same force and effect as if such cession had not been made; and that all and every right of occupancy and 
re-ewption, and every other rignt reserved by any act or acts to persons settled on and occupying lands within the 
imits of the lands hereby intended to be ceded, shall continue to be in full force, in the same manner as if the ‘ces- 
sion had not been made, and as conditions on which said lands are ceded to the United States.” 

‘That it appears that the boundaries which have been guarantied to certain Indian tribes, by a treaty concluded 
at Holston, on the 2d day of July, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, by the United States, do include 
some of the lands reserved by said act of cession, to which titles had been made by the State of North Carolina to 
many officers and soldiers of the continental line of that State, for services performed during the Revolutionary war, 
and also to many citizens, for a legal consideration paid into the treasury, or land office of said State, in specie, or 
other certificates which had been issued for services or supplies furnished during said war. 

The committee, having examined and considered the above facts, are of opinion that a purchase of this tract of 
country from the Indians would give complete redress, and that provision ought to be made, by law, to enable the 


President of the United States to extinguish, by treaty, the Indian title to said lands; they, therefore, recommend 
the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the sum of dollars ought to be appropriated, by law, to defray the expense of such treaty 
or treaties as the President of the United States may deem it expedient to hold with any nation or nations of Indians 
south of the river Ohio. 
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CLAIMS ON THE LANDS CEDED BY NORTH CAROLINA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 16, 1804. 


To the Honorable the Speakers and members of both Houses of the General Assembly of North Carolina, the peti- 
tion of Thomas Dillon, for himself, and on behalf of others, humbly showeth: 


That, several years ago, your petitioner invested a considerable part of his property in lands within the char- 
tered limits of the State of North Carolina; that, when’ your petitioner became seized of those lands, he was igno- 
rant, in many cases, .of any obstacle or impediment towards possessing and occupying the same. Deceived in his 
hopes on this head, he made it his business to examine into the justice and legality of his respective titles, and, to the 
conviction of his mind, found they were bottomed on an authority strictly legitimate, and constituting that essential 
combination of circumstances that ever distinguish the proceedings of a State faithful to its trust, and actuated by 
principles of justice and sound policy. Your petitioner, therefore, does not presume to insult the understanding of 
the members of your honorable House, by a recapitulation of the respective laws, giving existence to the several de- 
scription of titles which emanated from the State of North Carolina. Suffice it to observe, that there are two of 
them that imperiously claim and demand the attention of the Legislature, even at the present period. First, the 
lands allotted for the officers and soldiers of the North Carolina Tine engaged in the Revolutionary war. Second, 
those lands that were disposed of by an act of 1783, **for the redemption of specie and other certificates, and dis- 
charging the arrears due to the army.” Thus, twenty years have elapsed since many individuals have invested their 
property on the faith and credit of the Government. Warrants of survey issued at that periods some are surveyed; 
some not, almost all are insecure. ‘ 

The preamble of the cession act of 1789 states it, as one of the causes giving birth to the measure, “that it would 
be the. means of establishing harmony and obtaining a more ample protection than they had heretofore received.” 
But a cursory view of subsequent proceedings show the fallacy of those ill-founded hopes. One of the stipulations 
in said cession was ** that the laws in use and force in the State of North Carolina should be in full force and vir- 
tue within the ceded territory, until the same should be repealed or altered by the legislative authority of said 
territory.” It was legal, at that time, to survey land and occupy it, and no act of the territory, while it remained 
as such. or of the State of ‘Tennessee, sitice its organization, has forbid or prohibited any such measures. Yet the 
General Government have done it by that imperious act that imposes both fine and imprisonment on any person that 
should cut, mark, chop, or survey, within those bounds of circumvallation, that deprived individuals of what they 
were justly entitled to. Thus, instead of receiving a more ample protection, we are constrained to say that those 
rights have been abandoned to the fanciful chimera of civilizing the Indians. It is observable that the State of North 
Carolina, with the most perfect ideas of justice and humanity, did allot a sufficient portion of land for the use and 
benefit of the Cherokees for their hunting ground, while, at the same time, the several other legislative appropria- 
tions of land were subject to be acted on by the citizens of the State. Accordingly, certain bounds were laid off for 
the officers and soldiers, and one of the conditions of the cession act provides “ that, if the bounds laid off for that 
purpose shall not contain a sufficient quantity of land fit for cultivation, &c. then such officer or soldier shall be per- 
mitted to take it in any other part of said territory intended to be ceded.” Notwithstanding many of these claims 
were laid out of those bounds, and now wholly within the Indian boundary, yet what remains is altogether insuffi- 
cients for there are upwards of one thousand six hundred military warrants still to be acted on, and it is doubtful 
whether the one-twentieth part of that number can be laid on lands, such as were contemplated by the cession act, 
exclusive of lands within the Indian lines. It is here alleged that, in the southeast corner of the military reserva- 
tion, there are upwards of four hundred square miles, equal to two hundred and eighty-one thousand six hundred 
acres; and, in the southwest corner of said reservation, not less than three hundred and ten square miles, contain- 
ing one hundred and ninety-eight thousand four hundred acres, every foot of which is within the present Indian 
boundary. It is, then, a question that may come home to every feeling mind, whether the hardy veteran, who has 
spent the prime of life and shed many a vital drop in defence of his country and its independence, shall this meri- 
torious class of citizens be deprived of the fruits of their well-earned services? oe as is the situation of many 
of them, they still look up with confidence to that legislative authority from which their claims are honorably de- 
rived. Yet, obvious as these facts are, and well-founded as to the claims, other great evils must necessarily arise, 
unless a speedy Congressional decision takes place, so as to enable us to occupy the land, or to make the necessary 
remuneration to the respective claimants. Many of the original holders cf those claims have sold them, and almost 
as many were ignorant of any obstacle towards the settlement of them; suits have been multiplied on this score, and 
adjudications taken place, that the party could give no better title than what arose under a patent from the State. 
Nor is this all. Of the locators and surveyors of those lands, many of them are deceased, the remainder dropping 
off daily, so that it will be impossible, in a short time, to identify one tract out of a hundreds and thus shall we be 
left without a guide or compass to steer by in that great ocean of confusion which now presents itself to every think- 
ing mind. | 

OF no less importance are the claims for land issuing from the office, commonly called John Armstrong’s office, 
before alluded to, than those of the military ones. Upwards of two thousand warrants issued from that office; about 
one thousand two hundred of them have been acted on; three-fourths of which are laid within what is now called 
the Indian boundary. About eight hundred more still remain to be acted on, which will cover upwards of a million 
acres of jand, the whole of which are, consequently, laid within said Indian lines. 

The epoch of a general peace with the Indians duced an expectation in your petitioners that the General Go- 
vernment would attend to those grievances; and, although there has been an appearance of seeing the Indian claims 
extinguished, yet have they been conducted in a manner so as to blast our fairest hopes. We allege that the appoint- 
ment of commissioners, for the attainment of ,this desirable object, has been fatal, inasmuch as they have been Indian 
agents, or officers of the army, that were generally appointed. Consonant to this idea, the petitioners beg leave to 
state that Henderson’s purchase from the Indians at Wataga, in 1774, was made to cover all the waters of Cumber- 
land river; the ae made by other individuals, at the Long Island on Holstein, (under the sanction of the State 
of Georgia) included all the lands south of the North Carolina line, and north cf the ‘Tennessee, comprehending, 
perhaps, not less than one hundred and fifty miles long, and sixty miles broad. Both those purchases are within the 
present Indian boundary: that is to say, the whole of the last mentioned one, and so much of Henderson’s as is wa- 
tered by Cumberland river. But, by treaties under the authority of the United States, both those justly acquired 
rights have been abandoned, to wit: by the treaty of Ho ewell, held by Pickens, Hawkins, &c. wherein they gua- 
rantied to the Cherokees the land lying west of Cumberland mountain, which comprehends a considerable portion 
of what is now called the State of Tennessee; and, until that period, the Cherokees never claimed a foot of soil west 
of said mountain. It was in vain one of the commissioners, appointed by the State of North Carolina, protested 
against the measure. The superior authority of Federal representatives prevailed. 

‘The subsequent treaty held at Holstein, under the aforesaid authority, proved not less disastrous, for the claims 
of the officers and soldiers of the North Carolina line were. in some measure, abandoned. But, bad as this treaty was, 
it was executed still worse: for Pickens and Hawkins, who were two of the commissioners in running said line, gave 
a construction to the treaty that neither reason nor sound policy could justify. ‘The treaty says (running westwardly ) 
**to run toa point forty miles above Nashville.” It is here confidently asserted that, in place of running forty miles 
above Nashville, said line was not run more than twenty-one miles, before they departed from the ridge on the north- 
east course. In like manner, one of the commissioners, residing in the State of Tennessee, did object to the construction 
of the treaty by the two other commissioners; but the opinion of the majority prevailed, and to the prejudice and great 
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injury of the whites, in a tract of land not less than fourteen miles wide, and one hundred and fifty long, including 
two thousand one hundred square miles. 

Your petitioners forbear further to dilate on the subject of those claims, but appeal to the justice and magnani- 
mity of your honorable body, to the end that you pursue such constitutional measures as are most likely to obtain 
that redress that the nature and importance of their case demands, and your petitioners will pray, &c. 

THOMAS DILLON. 


A copy. 
J. HUNT, Cl’k. H. C. North Carolina. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA. 
In rue Houst or Commons, December 15, 1803. 


The committee, to whom the petition of Thomas Dillon, for himself and others, was referred, report: 


That your committee have had the petition under consideration, and fully investigated the facts therein stated. 
It appears that Thomas Dillon, as well as divers other citizens of the State of North Carolina, made entries for lands 
in the office lately kept by John Armstrong, and faithfully _ the consideration, either in actual cash or specie cer- 
tificates, conformably to the existing laws at that time. That the faith of the State, by the said acts, was pledged 
that these entries should enure to the rightful owners or enterers, and that they were permitted to survey the lands 
so entered, and to perfect their claims by grant. _ ; ; 

Your committee, in the investigation of this claim, adverted to the cession act of this State to the United States, 
of the lands lying west of a certain line or boundary as therein described, by which it appears that the United States 
unequivocally stipulate to and with the State of North Carolina to guaranty the claims of its citizens to lands lying 
within the said ceded territory; that, notwithstanding this solemn compact, the United States, by treaties subse- 
quently held with the Cherokee and Chickasaw Indians, have absolutely forbid any person from surveying lands 
within the limits of the lands secured to the Indians aforesaid, thereby directly infringing the principles of the said 
cession act, and depriving the petitioners of their just rights. 

Your committee, relying on the good faith of the United States, and believing that, whenever the more pressing 
exigencies of Government will permit, they will comply strictly with the conditions of the cession act aforesaid, and 
believing also that the petitioners ought to obtain redress through the interference of the Legislature of North Caro- 
lina, recommend the adoption of the following resolutions: 

Resolved, ‘That the Senators of this State in the Congress of the United States be directed, and the Representa- 
tives requested, to use their best endeavors to obtain redress for the petitioner, and all others in his situation, agree- 
ably to the stipulations and conditions of the cession act aforesaid, either by extinguishing the Indian titles to the 
lands in question, or permitting the enterers to subscribe to the funded debt of the United States, to the amount of 
the consideration money aforesaid, the interest accruing thereon, and the actual expenditures in procuring surveys, 
to be made on the lands so entered. 

Resolved, further, That his excellency the Governor be requested to forward to the Senators and Representa- 
tives of this State, in the Congress of the United States, copies of the petition of the said Thomas Dillon, the re- 
port of your committee on the subject, and the foregoing resolution, which is submitted. 

JOHN MOORE, Chairman. 


Read, and resolved that the House do concur thereof. 
S. CABARRUS, Sp’r. H. C. 
In Senate, December 16, 1803. 


Read, and resolved that this House do concur therewith. 
JOSEPH REDDICK, Speaker of Senate. 


A co 
PYs J. HUNT, CPE. H. C. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR DONATIONS TO ACTUAL SETTLERS IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 23, 1804. 
Mr. Nicuotson, from the committee to whom were referred sundry memorials of the people of the Mississippi ter- 
ritory, made the following report: 


The petitioners state that a great increase of population would be derived to the Mississippi territory, if Congress 
would consent to make a donation of lands to actual settlers, and pray that provision be made by law for this pur- 


pose. , P , : 
As a bounty of this kind has uniformly been refused by the United States, in the disposal of their public lands, 


the committee are of opinion that the prayer of the several petitions ought not to be granted. 
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ALTERATIONS OF THE LAWS FOR THE SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


a a eS ted nam 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 23, 1804. 
Mr. Nicuo.son made the following report: 


The committee appointed to inquire into the expediency of amending the several laws providing for the sale of the 
public lands of the United States, and to whom were likewise referred several petitions from sundry persons 
residing in the State of Ohio, upon the same subject, report, and recommend to the House the adoption of the 
following resolutions: 


1. Resolved, That from and after the —— day of ——— next, the public lands of the United States, lying north 
of the river Ohio. shall be sold on payment of one-twentieth part of the purchase money, at the time of making the 
purchase, and the remainder within sixty days thereafter; the first payment to be forfeited, and the sale to be void, 
unless the second payment is made within the time above limited. 

2. Resolved, That from and after the said —— day of next, those townships which have heretofore been 
sold in half sections may be purchased at the option of the purchaser, either in half pr quarter sections; in which last 
case, the half sections shall be divided on the application, and at the expense of the purchaser, into two equal parts, 
by a line running due east and west. 

3. Resolved, ‘That from and after the said —— day of next, those townships which have heretofore been sold 
in entire sections, may be purchased either in entire or in half sections, at the option of the purchaser; in which last case, 
the sections shall be divided into two equal parts, on the application, and at the expense of the purchaser, by a line 
are due north and south. - : 

4. Resolved, That the sections heretofore reserved in the Steubenville district, and in the tract lying between the 
two Miamies, south of the twelfth range of townships, shall from and after the said —— day of next, be offered 
for sale on the same terms, and in the same quantities, as the other lands within the same townships, respectively. 

5. Resolved, That the public lands north of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river, including 
the reserved sections mentioned in the preeeding resolution, shall be offered for sale in half sections and in quarter 
sections, before the said —— day of next, at the respective land offices, to the highest bidder; provided, that 
no half section shall be sold for less than —— per acre, and no quarter section for less than —— per acre, to be paid 
within forty days after the day of sale. 

6. Resolved, That the said lands may, after the said —— day of next, be purchased at the respective land 
offices at the rate of —— per acre, for each entire or half section, and at the rate of —— per acre, for each quarter 
section. 

7. Resolved, That no interest shall be charged to persons who have purchased, or who, before the said —— day 
of next, shall purchase any of the said lands, in pursuance of the act of the 10th of May, 1800, and shall not 
have'alienated the same; provided, that they shall have discharged, and shall hereafter discharge, the instalments due 
on the said lands, on or before the days on which the same have or may become due; but the interest shall be de- 
mandable, in conformity with the provisions of the said act, from the date of the purchase, on each instalment, which 
shall not have been paid on the day on which the same became or shall become due. 

8. Resolved, That certificates receivable in payment for lands, shall be granted to persons entitled to the benefit 
of the last preceding resolution, and who shall have completed their payments before the passing of this act, for a 
sum equivalent to the interest which has been charged them, and from the payment of which it is intended they 
should be exonerated. 

9. Resolved, That the authorities vested in, and the duties enjoined on, the Surveyor General, shall extend to all 
the public lands to which the Indian title has been extinguished, north of the river Ohio, and east of the river Mis- 
sissippl. 

10, Resolved, That whenever any of the public lands shall have been surveyed, in conformity with the existing laws, 
they shall be divided by the Secretary of the Treasury into convenient districts; and a Deputy Surveyor shall, with 
the approbation of the said Secretary, be appointed for each district by the Surveyor General, whose duty it shall be 
to run and mark such lines as may be necessary for dividing and closing the surveys of the lands sold by the United 
States; for which services they shall receive —— dollars for every mile thus surveyed and marked from the purcha- 
ser of such lands. ; 

11. Resolved, That from and after the —— day of next, each of the Registers and Receivers of the land 
offices heretofore established by law, shall, in addition to the commission heretofore allowed, receive one-half per 
cent. on all the moneys paid for public lands, and an annual salary of five hundred dollars, the Register and Receiver 
of the land office at Marietta excepted, the annual salary of each of whom shall be only two hundred and fifty dollars. 

12, Resolved, ‘That from and after the —— day of next, the fees payable by virtue of theact of the 10th of 
May, 1800, for surveying expenses, patents, entry of lands, and certificates granted by the Register, shall no longer 
be demandable from, and paid by the purchasers. 

13. Resolved, ‘That the two tracts of land lately purchased from the Indians on the Wabash, and between tie 
rivers Mississippi and Ohio, shall be surveyed and offered for sale, in the same manner, and on the same terms, as 
the public lands north of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of the river Kentucky, and in conformity with the pre- 
ceding resolutions. 





























DeEcEMBER 1, 1803. 


Sir: 

The committee appointed to inquire into the expediency of amending the several laws providing for the sale 
of the public lands of the United States, discovering that a variety of objects, embraced by the several petitions re- 
ferred to them, are connected with, and may materially effect the revenue, they have directed me to submit to you 
the following propositions, and to request such information as the nature of the subject may _— 

Will the sales of the lands be retarded or accelerated; and how will the revenue be affected? 

ist. By selling the lands in smaller tracts. ; 

2dly. By charging no interest on the amount of sales until after the purchaser has made default in payment. 

3dly. By,selling for cash, instead of giving the credit now authorized by law. 

4thly. By reducing the price of the lands. ; 

5thly. By making grants of small tracts to actual settlers and improvers. 

As from the nature of your official duties, your attention has necessarily been frequently drawn to the several 
laws providing for the sale of the public lands, the committee will thank you to point out any defects which may 
have occurred in carrying them into effect, and to suggest such amendments as may appear to you proper to remedy 
an inconveniences. : 

have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
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Treasury DeparTMENT, January 2, 1804. 
Sir: 

In conformity with the request contained in your letter of the Ist ultimo, I have the honor to communicate 
such observations respecting the proposed alterations in the laws providing for the sale of public lands, as have been 
suggested by their operation. ; 

nder the present system, the public lands north of the river Ohio, and east of the river Muskingum, are sold 
only in sections of one mile square, and containing six hundred and forty acres each. The other lands north of the 
Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river, are sold one half in sections, and the other half in half sections, 
containing three hundred and twenty acres each. No provision has yet been made by law for the sale of the re- 
served sections which are interspersed through those lands, nor for that of the tracts lying below the mouth of Ken- 
tucky river, and lately purchased from the Indians, one of whieh is situated on the Wabash river, around St. Vin- 
cennes, and the other between the Mississippi and Ohio, above the confluence of those two rivers. 

The price at which all the lands offered for sale may be purchased is two dollars per acre, payable in specie or 
in six per cent. stock, at par, and in four equal instalments; the first of which must be paid at the time, and the three 
others within two, three, and four years after the time of making the purchase. In every instance, except in the 
case of persons who had made contracts with Judge Symmes for lands lying between the two Miamies, interest at 
the rate of six per cent. a year is charged on the three last instalments, from the date of the purchase; and, in 
oa case, a discount at the rate of eight per cent. a year is allowed for prompt payment. 

‘he cash price of the lands is, therefore, only one dollar and eighty-four cents per acre, except for lands lying 
between the two Miamies, for which contracts had been made with Judge Symmes, which may be paid for at the 
rate of one dollar and sixty-four cents per acre. It follows from thence, that, if all the lands were sold on the same 
terms as the last mentioned, that is to say without charging interest until after the instalments had become due, it 
would operate a reduction on their cash price of twenty cents per acre. 

The reasons which probably influenced the Legislature in fixing a price so much beyond what had been the usual 
terms on which vacant lands had theretofore been granted in the several States were, a wish to prevent monopolies 
and large speculations, and, at the same time, to secure a permanent revenue to the Union. 

The first object has been fully obtained; and. aithough the proceeds of the sales have not been commensurate 
with the vast increase of population, more than nine hundred thousand acres have been sold in three years, on which 
near a hundred thousand dollars have been received, and about eleven hundred thousand remain due by the 
purchasers. 

It must, however, be observed that the price of public securities, at the time of passing those laws, would have 
reduced the real cash price of lands at about a dollar and a half per acre, and that the sales have been affected by 
the competition of lands held by individuals in the Connecticut reserve, in the military tracts, and in Kentucky, 
and which might generally be purchased for a less price than that set on the public lands. 

_ A considerable reduction of the price might be considered as a waste of the public property, and _as promoting 
migration beyond its natural and necessary progress. It would certainly be injurious to private landholders, and, 
by throwing the lands into the hands of a few individuals, prevent that gradual and equal distribution of propert 
which is the result of the present system. To reduce it only to what may be considered as the market price whic 
actual settlers give for small tracts in similar situations, would only satisfy the demand for land created by the existing 
population, and. without promoting migrations or speculations on a large scale, would increase the receipts in the 
treasury; provided that reduction was connected with another measure which is considered as of first importance 
for the security of that branch of the revenue. 

It has been observed that about eleven hundred thousand dollars are due to the United States on account of pre- 
ceding sales. Great difficulties may attend the recovery of that debt, which is due by nearly two thousand individu- 
als: and its daily increase may ultimately create an interest hostile to the general welfare of the Union. It appears 
extremely desirable, in every point of view, that lands should hereafter be sold without allowing any other credit 
than that of forty days, now given for the payment of the first instalments; and, as that provision might be considered 
injurious to that part of the community who are not able to make large payments, it would seem proper to connect 
: with a moderate reduction in the price, and with a permission to purchase smaller tracts than is now allowed by 

aw. 

Supposing that the lands which are now sold in entire sections should be offered for sale in half sections; that 
those which are now sold in half sections should be offered for sale in quarter sections; and that the price of entire 
and half sections should be reduced to one dollar and twenty-five cents, and that of quarter sections to one dollar 
and a half, per acre; it is believed that the benefits resulting from the present system would not be impaired, and 
that several important advantages would be obtained. Peon 

1. The price being still as high as that at which lands held by individuals in similar situations are generally sold, 
and higher than can be afforded for any other purpose than that of improving the land, or securing it for the use of 
the purchaser’s family, monopolies and large speculations would be as effectually prevented as under the existing 

rovisions. 

i 2, The poorest individuals, as they cannot at present purchase less than three hundred and twenty acres, must, 
in order to become freeholders, be able to pay one hundred and sixty dollars, and become bound for four hundred 
and eighty more, payable within four years; and it is proper to observe that, if they have no other resources, it is 
almost impossible that they should, during the first four years of a new settlement, draw the means of payment from 
the produce of the land. By the proposed alteration, a man might, by the payment of two hundred and forty dol - 
lars, acquire a freehold of one hundred and sixty acres, without encumbering himself with any debt whatever. The 
difficulty of raising eighty dollars more at first is unimportant, if it shall be admitted that the subsequent payments 
must at present be provided for from other resources than those arising from the land itself; and, in every other re- 
spect, the purchaser will evidently be placed in a much more eligible situation. _ ; ; 

3. Whatever revenue may be derived from that source will be collected in the most simple manner, and will 
be completely secured. There will be no outstanding debts, and the interest of every new purchaser will become 
identified with that of the Union. ah Me 

4. It has already been observed, that the sales have not, by any means, been commensurate with the demand 
for land and the increase of population; they have been limited, partly by the competition of other lands in the 
inarket, and partly by the existing means of payment. Under the system, altered as has been suggested, they 
would be limited only by the last clause, and be altogether regulated by the amount of circulating medium acquirable 
by the purchases. It is evident, indeed, that it would be more easy to sell three hundred thousand acres at a dollar 
and a third, than two hundred thousand acres at two dollars per acres and no doubt is entertained that the revenue 
would be not only secured, but also increased, by the proposed alterations. : 

The only difference to the United States will be, that they will transfer the property of a greater quantity of land 
for the same sum of money than they do at present. The estimated revenue of four hundred thousand dollars, de- 
rived from that source, is predicated on annual sales of two hundred thousand acres, at two dollars; or rather of 
about two hundred and twelve thousand acres, at one dollar and eighty-four cents per acre; two hundred and sixty-six 
thousand six hundred and sixty-six acres, at one dollar and a half, or three hundred and twenty thousand acres, at 
one dollar and twenty -five cents per acre, would produce an equal sum. It would, therefore, under the proposed al... 
terations, cost annually to the United States about one hundred thousand acres more than at present, to raise a re- 
venue equal to that which may be collected under the existing regulations. Compared with the quantity of land 
north of the Ohio and east of the Mississippi, not less, certainly, than one hundred and rch millions of acres, the 
soil of which belongs to the United States, that difference is so trifling, and ‘the effect which, in that respect, may 
result from the alteration, so distant, that neither of them seems to afford sufficient ground of objection. 

A more serious difficulty will arise from former purchasers, who may complain that they should be leftin a worse 
situation than those who shall purchase under the new arrangement. It is true that those persons have had the 
selection of the most eligible spots, in point of situation and of soil; yet, under all circumstances, and also in order 
to secure punctual payments, it might be expedient to release them from the payment of interest until after their 
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instalments had become due. That provision which, itis believed, would be perfectly satisfactory, should be ex- 
tended only in_favor of those who shall discharge those instalments with punctuality, and who have not alienated 
the property. In the few cases where the purchasers have already completed their payments. certificates, receivable 
in payment for land, might be given to them for the sums which may have been charged for interest. 

It is believed that the alterations which have been suggested will enable a great portion of the actual settlers to 
become purchasers; but the principle of granting them a right of pre-emption, exclusively of the abuses to which it 
is liable, appears irreconcilable with the idea of drawing a revenue from the sale of lands. Nor would the reduc- 
tion of price, and especially the sale in smaller tracts, be an eligible measure, so far as respects the revenue, un- 
Jess connected with a suppression of the credit which is now given to purchasers. 

Should those outlines be adopted, it may be proper to provide that, before the reduction, either in the price or in 
the size of the tracts, shall take place, all the lands shall be offered at public sale, as on a similar occasion had been 
directed by the act passed on the 10th May, 1800; and some other modifications of less importance, though not im- 
mediately connected with that part of the subject, may, at the same time, be taken under consideration. 

The powers of the Surveyor General extend only over the lands lying north of the river Ohio, and above the 
mouth of the river Kentucky; it seems proper, on account of the late purchases, that they should be extended 
over all the public lands lying north of the Ohio and east of the Mississippi; for the surveys of the lands above the 
mouth of Kentucky river, to which the Indian title has been extinguished, being nearly completed, it is hardly ne- 
cessary to create a new office for the others; and it would be useful to provide, that that officer should also ascer- 
tain, by astronomical observations, the situation of some of the most important points of that part of the country. 

The surveys are now executed by assistants, appointed by the Surveyor General, whose offices cease with the 
completion of their work. For the purpose of making legal re-surveys, when called on by the parties, of survey- 
ingand marking the lines which, in conformity with the mode prescribed by law, have been left open, and also of 
subdividing the tracts into quarter sections, in pursuance of the proposed modifications, it would be eligible to have 
‘* district surveyors” appointed, who should receive, for their several services, stated fees, to be paid by the parties 
for whose benetit they may be rendered. That arrangement, exclusively of other advantages, would preclude the 
necessity of any advance from the treasury for the subdivision of lands into quarter sections. 

Whatever price it may be thought proper to fix on the lands, it will be more simple and convenient for the pur- 
chasers, that, with the exception of the last mentioned expense, the several fees now paid to the United States for 
surveying expenses and for patents, as well as those paid to the Registers for entry and certificates, and which, in the 
— of ahalf section, amount altogether to about three cents and a half per acre, should be incorporated with 
the price. 

: The Receivers of Public Moneys receive now one per cent. on all the moneys paid into the treasury; and the Re- 
gisters one-half per cent. on the same, besides the fees, amounting to about two-thirds per cent. mores the suppres- 
sion of which is submitted. ‘Those compensations are much lower, in proportion to the revenue collected, than those 
allowed to most of the officers employed in the collection of the other revenues of the Union, and appear inadequate 
to the responsibility attached to the offices, and to the rate of talents and knowledge necessary to discharge their du- 
ties. The propriety of increasing the commission of both offices one-half per cent. and of aving to each of them a 

lent for clerk hire and office rent, is respectfully submitted. ‘The salary might, in 


small annual salary, as an equiva I 4 ally. 
that instance, be five hundred dollars to each officer, those of the Marietta district excepted, for whom two hun- 


dred and fifty dollars would be sufficient. This, on account of the suppression of the Register’s fees, would give a 
greater increase to the Receivers than to the Registers; which, considering the risk attached to the safe keeping of the 
public moneys, appears reasonable. 

he expediency of excluding the reserved sections from the sales is doubtful, as the destruction of timber is per- 
haps more than equivalent to the supposed increase of value, and it is particularly complained of in the Steubenville 
district, and in the tract lying between the two Miamies, where the greater part of the adjacent lands is sold and 


occupied. 

; the preceding observations have been made only in relation to the lands north of the river Ohio. It would be 
inexpedient to apply many of the regulations which have been submitted to the public lands south of the State of 
Tennessee, and | will beg leave to make a separate communication respecting the operation of the law passed during 


the last session on that subject. : 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, Sir, your obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


Honorable Josep H. Nicnotson, Chairman, &c. 
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LAND CLAIMS IN MISSISSIPPI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 25, 1804. 


Mr. Larrimore, from the committee to whom were referred two petitions, one from the Legislature of the Missis- 
sippi territory, and the other from sundry residents and claimants of lands on the Alabama river, and on the 
east side of the river and bay of Mobile, praying Congress to confirm certain claims to lands therein specified, 


made the following report: 


The claims stated in the abovementioned petitions are as follow: 

The first class of claims is founded upon a warrant of survey granted by the Spanish Government, and, in conse- 
quence thereof, the lands actually surveyed, and the proprietor furnished with a plat and certificate, by the surveyor, 
executed previous to the 27th of October, 1795; which species of title, the petitioners say, the inhabitants have 
been in the habit of considering as an absolute right, although not completed by patent; and that such titles have 
been permitted to descend by inheritance, or to be transferred by sale, although no improvement or actual settle- 
ment had been made. ; 

The second is to lands which had been cultivated and improved for many years, but, by the rotation of crops, 
and the necessary repose to be given to the soil, the cultivation thereof had been discontinued during the year 1795. 

The third is to lands lying east of the Tombigbee river, on which are settled a considerable number of persons, 
holding such rights as are customary in other parts of the territory, and to which, the petitioners state, the Indian 
title has long since been extinguished. : } . : 

The fourth is to lands held by warrant of survey and improvement, the claimants being minors, in whose name, 
the petitioners state, their parents had- preferred making application to the Spanish Government for lands on which 
large improvements are now made, and the loss of which, it is said, would reduce to beggary and misery families 
which are now comfortably settled. ; ; 

In the third condition of the first article of the “ articles of agreement and cession,” between the United States 
and the State of Georgia, it is provided ‘* that the United States, for the period, and until the end of one year after 
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the assent of Georgia to the boundary established by this agreement shall have been declared, may, in such manner 
as not to interfere with” other stipulations specified in that agreement ‘‘ dispose of, or appropriate, a portion of the 
lands” ceded by that agreement, “* not exceeding five millions of acres, (or of the proceeds of the said five millions 
of acres,) or of any part thereof, for the purpose of satisfying, quieting, or compensating fur, any claims other than 
those thereinbefore recognized, which may be made to the said lands, or to any part thereof: It being fully under- 
stood that, if an act of Congress making such disposition or appropriation shall not be passed into a law within the 
abovementioned period of one year, the United States shall not be at liberty, thereafter, to cede any part of the said 
lands on account of claims which may be laid to the same, other than those recognized by the preceding conditions, 
nor to compensate for the same; and in case of any such cession or compensation, the present cession of Georgia 
to the right over the lands thus ceded or compensated for shall be considered as null and void, and the lands thus 
ceded or compensated for shall revert to the State of Georgia.” 

In the first section of an act passed at the last session of Congress, entitled ‘* an Act regulating the grants of 
land, and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United States south of the State of Tennessee,” it is enact- 
ed, ** That any person or persons, or the legal representatives of any person or persons, who were resident in the 
Mississippi territory on the 27th day of October, 1795, and who had, prior to that day, obtained either from the 
British Government of West Florida, or from the Spanish Government, any order or warrant of survey for lands 
lying within the said territory, to which the Indian title had been extinguished, and which were, on that day, actu- 
ally inhabited and cultivated by such person or persons, or for his or their use, shali be confirmed in their claims 
to such lands, in the same manner as if their titles had been completed: Provided, however, ‘Chat no such incom- 
plete title shall be confirmed, unless the person in whose name such warrant or order of survey had been granted, 
was, at the time of its date, either the head of a women or above the age of twenty-one years.” 

In the second section of the act aforesaid, it is further enacted, ‘* That, to every person, or to the legal repre- 
sentative or representatives of every person who, being either the head of a family, or of twenty-one years of age, 
did, on that day of the year 1797, when the Mississippi territory was finally evacuated by the Spanish troops, actu- 
ally inhabit and cultivate a tract of Jand in the said territory, not claimed by virtue either of the preceding section, 
or of any British grant, or of the articles of agreement and cession between the United States and the State of Geor- 
gia, the said tract of land thus inhabited and cultivated shall be granted.” 

The assent of Georgia to the boundary established by the articles of agreement and cession, having been declared 
on the 16th day of June, 1802, some doubts may possibly arise whether, after the 16th day of June, 1803, Congress 

ossessed a power to confirm any claims to lands within the Mississippi territory, other than such as are embraced 

y the appropriation in the eighth section of the act abovementioned. The first class of claims hereinbefore enume- 
rated, not being recognized, and the fourth being expressly precluded by that act, your committee are of. opinion 
that the further consideration of this part of the subject ought to be postponed to the next session of Congress. 

The second class of claims being, in the opinion of your committee, recognized and provided for by the act 
aforementioned, it belongs to the commissioners appointed under that act to judge and determine between claims 
=e as these are described to be in the petition, and those to lands which may have been altogether aban- 

oned. 

The third class of claims being founded on such principles as are recognized by the act aforesaid, and supported 
by such evidences as support claims to lands in all other parts of the territory, and, therefore, in the opinion of 
your committee, fully embraced by the appropriation; the only question that remains is, whether it be expedient 
to confirm those claims, by repealing so much of the eighth section of the act aforementioned, as provides ‘* that ‘no 
certificate shall be granted for lands Tying east of the Tombigbee river.” It appears, by a note from the Secretary of 
War, that the running and marking of the lines between the Choctaw and Creek nations, and the United States, in 
that quarter, have been completed; that these lines have been run, in conformity to a cession made tothe British 
Government, while that Government possessed the Floridas, and that some lands, claimed by two or three settlers, 
are on the Indian side of the line, to the eastward of the Mobile. Hence your committee conclude, that nearly all 
the lands claimed by the petitioners, east of the Tombigbee river, are out of the Indian boundary line, and that, of 
consequence, the Indian titles thereto are extinguished. 

Whatever good reasons, besides a want of the information now obtained, may have produced an insertion of the 
prohibitory clause above cited, when the law in question was enacted, your committee are of opinion that no rea- 
sons for a continuance of that prohibition now exist, and, therefore, respectfully recommend the following resolu- 


w10n: 
Resolved, ‘That so much of the eighth section of the act passed at the last session of Congress, entitled ‘an Act 
regulating the grants of land, and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United States, south of the State of 
Tennessee,” as provides ‘* that no certificate shall be granted for lands lying east of the Tombigbee river,” ought to 
be —_— : rovided, That no certificate shall be granted for any lands to which the Indian title has not been 
extinguished. 

Hesolved, That the commissioners —— in pursuance of an act passed at the last session of Congress, en- 
titled ‘* An act regulating the grants of land, and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United States south 
of the State of Tennessee,” be authorized and required to make, on or before the 1st day of December next, a full 
report to the Secretary of the Treasury, of all claims that may be laid before them, for lands held by warrant of 
survey and improvement, in cases where the claimants were minors, and not heads of families, at the time such war- 
rants were issued, with the circumstances which occasioned the issuing of such warrants, and the validity which 


has been considered as attached to them. 
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CLAIM TO LAND ADJOINING THE CITY OF NATCHEZ. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 26, 1804, 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled, 
the petition of William Dunbar, of the Mississippi territory, respectfully showeth: 


That your petitioner obtained from the Spanish Government of Natchez a title or conveyance to a lot of land, in 
compensation of services; that this title being dissimilar in certain respects to all others existing within the terri- 
tory, a doubt has arisen in the minds of some persons, (however equitable or even legal the title may be) whether 
the commissioners of land claims can, consistently, under the articles of agreement and cession between the United 
States and the State of Georgia, confirm the same: notwithstanding this uncertainty, your petitioner did intend to 
submit his title to the investigation of the commissioners; and if their decision should prove unfavorable, he enter 
tained no doubt that a speedy relief might be obtained by application to Congress. But this supposed uncertainty 
of the legality of your petitioner’s title has engendered in the minds of the infant corporation of the town of Natchez 
~ apossibility of snatching from your petitioner the well-earned fruits of his labor in the service of the former Govern- 

ment; a petition has, therefore, been presented (without the knowledge of — petitioner) in the name of the corpora- 
. tion, to your honorable body, praying that the title to all vacant lands within the limits of the city may be confirmed 
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to them by Congress, directing their views principally to the lot of your petitioner, in the expectation that, should 
the commissioners fail to confirm his title, the first grant obtained from Congress might entirely defeat his just 
expectations of receiving relief by application to your honorable body. bali : 

Your petitioner being thus constrained to abandon his first intentions, and step furward in his own defence 
against an attack made within the walls of Congress, has now the honor of submitting respectfully to your honorable 
body the decision of his claim. ‘ ; 

our petitioner’s title stands upon the following ground: A tract of land was granted by patent from the Spanish 
Government to an individual; this land was sold by the first to a second individual, and considerably improved: 
the Spanish Government purchased a part of this tract, with a view to erect public buildings, and establish a town; 
and the plan of a small town was accordingly traced out upon one part of its and on another part, the Governor 
caused to be erected, at his private expense, a large building, destined for his own residence, but, before it was com- 
pleted, it was blown down by a hurricane. After the Spanish treaty was known at Natchez, but before the 
withdrawing of the Spanish Government, your petitioner applied to the Governor for compensation of various 
unsatisfied services, and a lot containing twenty-seven arpents (about twenty-three English acres) upon which the 
Governor’s private building had been erected, was offered to be conveyed, in satisfaction of your petitioner’s demand, 
by his excellency, in the double capacity of Governor and private proprietor, as will more clearly appear from an 
inspection of the Spanish titles herewith presented. Your petitioner accepted the proposition, believing in the legality 
of the proffered title, for the following reasons: because this land was no part of the King’s public domain, but a 
portion of an improved tract, the title of which was derived from an ancient patent; and because the purchase by 
the Spanish Government constituted a private not a public property, disposable under an article of the treaty which 
permitted the two Governments and individuals, reciprocally, to withdraw their settlements; which expression could 
have no meaning, if the right of selling or disposing is denied; for settlements cannot by any other mode be with- 
drawn for the benefit of the holder. 

Your petitioner prays the patience of your honorable body, while he draws from the annals of the United States 
an example in favor of his claim. It appears (if your petitioner be rightly informed) that when the State of Pennsyl- 
vania annulled the right of the proprietors over the public domain of that State, her sense of justice confirmed to the 
family of the Penns, (notwithstanding their adherence to the enemies of the republic) all their manors and every portion 
of land which had been by public act separated from the public domain, although existing in the hands of the proprie- 
tors: it is not Seeetaable that the justice and magnanimity of the United States will deny to a friendly Power, 
relinquishing in their favor a valuable cultivated country, the privilege of compensating one of their servants, but 
now a citizen attached to the United States, with a grant of a pittance of land, long separated from the public domain, 
and deriving its title from a patent recognized by the articles of agreement and cession between the United States 
and the State of Georgia. ’ ; ' wr 

Your petitioner presumes that his claim will present itself before your honorable body in a highly equitable, 
probably in a legal form, and prays that the premises may be taken into consideration, and such relief granted by a 


— 


confirmation of the title of your petitioner as ee seem fit to the wisdom of Congress. 
And your petitioner shall ever pray, &c. 
WILLIAM DUNBAR. 


Translation from the Spanish of a title to a lot of land. 


PETITION. 
May it please the Governor: 


William Dunbar, Assistant Surveyor of this district, respectfully showeth: That he hath, for a considerable 
time, exercised the functions of his employment, without any gratification on the part of the Government, or any 
other recompense except ordinary fees. It is known to your excellency that he has been employed in matters of 
public service, such as the laying off and measuring the lots of this city, forming plans of the elevations in the vi- 
cinity of the fort, copying charts, and several journeys performed, by order of your excellency, for the public ser- 
vice, at his own expense; for which he has not been recompensed otherwise than by the promise of a grant of land 
within this district, in compensation of those services; but as the treaty between His Majesty and the United 
States presents an obstacle to such grants, he respectfully prays your excellency will be pleased to present to the 
consideration of his excellency the Governor General of these provinces the services which the petitioner hath ren- 
dered, in order that he may be pleased to grant him such gratification as he may judge proper; or, otherwise, he 
prays your excellency that, as His Majesty possesses in the vicinity of this city a lot of twenty or thirty arpents of 
vacant land, being a part of what was purchased and paid for to Don Stephen Minor, you will be pleased to concede 
to him the said lot by way of grant or conveyance, in consequence of its being a private property, and not belonging 
to the domain; in which case the petitioner will consider himself sufficiently recompensed, and hopes to receive this 
favor from the benevolence of your excellency. 

WILLIAM DUNBAR. 
NatcueEz, pril 4, 1797. 


As Mr. William Dunbar will be satisfied for his services with the recompense only of a grant of the vacant 
land adjoining this town, he will, therefore, measure the said lot for himself; when this shall be done, he shall make 
me a return of his operation, for the purpose of issuing a title of property. 

MANUEL GAYOSO DE LEMOS. 

NatcHeEz, April 5, 1797. 


I certify having measured, and bounded in my favor, the vacant lot mentioned in the foregoing decree, contain- 
ing twenty-six acres and ninety-one perches, French superficial measure; bounded on one side by the lots and 
streets of this city, and on other sides by lands belonging to the fort of His Majesty, and those belonging to Captain 
Stephen Minor, as is represented by the foregoing figured plat, the boundaries being fixed according to the explana- 
tions of said plat, without paying attention to the variation of the magnetic needle, which variation is eight degrees 
and a half from north rte the east, 

In witness whereof, I sign these presents, in Natchez, the 11th of April, 1797. 


WILLIAM DUNBAR, Assistant Surveyor. 


Whereas, Mr. William Dunbar, Assistant Surveyor of this district, will consider himself recompensed for the 
services performed by him for this Government, as mentioned in his memorial, if the land which he solicits be granted 
to him; in consideration, therefore, of his aforesaid services, performed without -pay or gratification whatsoever, I 

rant, as by these presents I do hereby grant, by virtue of powers vested in me to that effect, to Mr. William Dun- 

ar, twenty-six arpents ninety-one perches of land, square measure, according to the foregoing return of survey, 
made by him in compliance with my decree; bounding on one side with the lots and streets of this city, and on other 
sides with lands belonging to the fort of His Majesty, and those of the property of Captain Stephen Minor, includ- 
ing, within the said twenty-six arpents and ninety-one perches, square measure, the lots which, with permission, I 
had appropriated to myself in the year 1790, and upon which I had, at that time, caused buildings to be erected in 
front of the lot granted to the late Mr. Benjamin Monsanto. In consequence whereof, I grant and give unto him 
the property of the aforesaid twenty-six arpents and ninety-one perches of land, being a portion of a greater quan- 
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tity which His Majesty purchased and paid for to Captain Stephen Minor, in order that he may dispose of the same 
as his absolute property, and make use of the fruits thereof, regulating himself by the said return of survey, and 
observing the prescribed conditions. 


Given under my hand, and sealed with the seal of my arms, and countersigned by the King’s Secretary for this 


Government, at Natchez, the 19th of April, 1797. 
MANUEL GAYOSO DE LEMOS, 
Brigadier of the Royal Armies, Governor Military and Civil of the Post and District of Natchez, &c. 
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REVISION OF THE LAWS FOR THE SALE OF LANDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 27, 1804. 
Mr. Nicuotson made the following report: 


The committee appointed to inquire into the expediency of amending the several laws providing for the sale of 
the public lands of the United States, submit a further additional report, in part, and recommend the adoption 
of the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the two Boards of Commissioners, appointed in pursuance of an act passed at the last session of 
Congress, entitled ** An act regulating the grants of land, and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United 
States south of the State of ‘I'ennessee,”’ be authorized to employ, each, an assistant clerk, and a translator of the 
Spanish language, to assist them in the despatch of the business which may be brought before them. 

Resolved, That each of the said Boards be invested with the same powers, to compel the attendance of witnesses, 
as are now exercised by the courts of law of the United States. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized to employ an agent, whose duty it shall be to appear 
before the said commissioners, and defend the rights of the United States. 

Resolved, That, when any grant shall be = uced to the said commissioners for lands, which were not, at the 
date of the said grant, or within —— thereafter, occupied by or for the use of the grantee, the grant shall not be 
considered as conclusive evidence of title, but the burthen of proof of its validity shell fall upon the claimant. 

Resolved, That the tract of country bounded on the south by a parallel of latitude, passing by the mouth of Ya- 
z00 river; on the east by the State of Georgia; on the north by the State of ‘Tennessee; and on the west by the Mis- 
sissippi river, shall be annexed to the Mississippi territory. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, January 5, 1804. 
Sir: 

I have now the honor to enclose the copy of a letter received, since my communication of the 2d instant, from 
the commissioners appointed under the act ‘‘ regulating the grants of land, and providing for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States south of the State of Tennessee,” for the adjustment of certain claims to the said lands west of 
the Pearl river. 

As the commissioners have a right to give what they may deem the legal construction of the statute, it is pre- 
sumable from their letter that, unless otherwise directed by Congress, they will extend the benefits of the second 
section of the law to persons who inhabited and cultivated a tract of land in the Mississippi territory in the month of 
March, 1798, which, contrary to the impression when the law was passed, they state to be the date of the final 
evacuation by the Spanish troops. There are no documents in this department by which the circumstances attend- 
ing that event, and what ought to be considered as its real date, can be ascertained. 

A donation of land to those settlers who migrated into the territory subsequent to its evacuation by the Spanish 
troops, instead of the right of pre-emption contemplated by the law, does not seem more proper in that case than in 
that of the actual settlers on the public Jands north of the Ohio, to whom it has been uniformly refused, and who 
have not even, except in one instance, been allowed a right of pre-emption. How far, also, such an alteration would 
be consistent with i. articles of agreement and cession between the United States and Georgia, appears doubtful. 

The suggestions of the commissioners on the subject of fraudulent and antedated Spanish grants, seem to deserve 
particular consideration. It is ascertained, by information received through various and authentic channels, that the 
same frauds are attempted on a much larger scale in Louisiana; and it appears desirable that principles should be 
adopted in relation to those grants in the Mississippi territory, which may hereafter be applied to similar cases in the 
newly acquired territories. The commissioners may not only be vested with sufficient powers to compel the attend- 
ance of witnesses, and counsel be employed to defend the rights of the United States, but, since it cannot be doubted 
that antedated grants are in existence, it might be provided that the grants shall not alone be considered as conclu- 
sive evidence, and that in all cases where the land claimed was not occupied by or for the benefit of the grantee, at 
the time of or within a limited period after the date of the grant, the burthen of the proof of its validity shall fall on 
the claimant. For the purpose of showing the magnitude of the fraudulent speculations attempted on that ground, and 
at this time in Louisiana, extracts of letters from two public officers of the United States are enclosed. 

The assistance of a Spanish translator seems indispensable to enable the commissioners to carry into effect the 
provisions of the act; and an assistant clerk would certainly contribute to the despatch of the business committed to 
their care. 

Permit me to remark, though not qoapgenee 4 connected with the disposal of the public lands, that the Missis- 
sippi territory is bounded on the north by a parallel of latitude passing by the mouth of the Yazoo river. The tract 
off country ceded by Georgia to the United States, which lies between that parallel and the State of Tennessee, not 
being included in any State or territory, serious inconveniences may arise in the prosecution of crimes and offences 
against the United States, committed within its boundaries. ; 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient humble servant, 


ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Honorable Josern H. NicHotson. 


Wasuineton, Misstssrpp1 Terrrrory, December 16th, 1803. 


The commissioners appointed under the act ‘‘ regulating the grants of land and providing for the disposal of the 
lands of the United States, south of the State of Tennessee,” passed the last session of Congress, having met and 
formed a Board on the 1st instant at this place, agreeably to the directions of that act, proceeded to business; and, 
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upon an attentive review of the law, with a slight understanding of the business to be performed under it, they beg 
leave to suggest several things which appear as defects in that law. 

The second section of the law makes a donation of land, not exceeding six hundred and forty acres, to a certain 
description of persons, “* who did on that day of the year 1797, when the Mississippi territory was finally evacuated 
by the Spanish troops actually inhabit and cultivate,” &c. Now it seems that the final evacuation of the territory 
by the Spanish troops, took place on the 30th day of March, in the year 1798. It is doubtful, therefore, which of 
these periods shall be observed by the Board in regulating those donations. Government will see the propriety of 
rectifying this; and, in the meantime, the commissioners conclude to observe the time of final evacuation, considering 
that to be the intention of the Legislature. 

The sixth section gives the Board of Commissioners power to administer oaths and examine witnesses, but no 
express power to enforce their attendance; nor are they Sewn any executive officer to attend the Board or execute 
process, though the law has submitted to their determination more important matter than, perhaps, comes before any 
court in the Union. The Board are of opinion, from the best information they can get, that many of the claims to 
be made are fraudulent, and to prove which will require a variety of testimony, which, they are informed, exists in 
the territory, and, if not procured in opposition to those false and fraudulent claims, will leave but little lands for 
the United States. And here the Board would also suggest the propriety of the appointment of some person, whose 
business it shall be to procure this evidence, and to advocate the rights of the United States; and, at the same time 
that the Board suggest this, they declare their intention to use every means in their power to secure the interest of the 
United Siates, as well ds to do justice to the individuals; but the impropriety, if not impossibility, of their acting in 
23 cag capacity of judge and advocate, will, it is presumed, be cbvious to every person conversant in business 
of this kind. 

The Board also observe, that most of the title papers of those who claim under the Spanish Government are in 
the Spanish language, and as the commissioners do not perfectly understand that language, they are forced to prevail 
on the parties to have them translated before they produce theth for decision: this is suggested, in order that Govern- 
ment may consider the propriety of appointing some person capable of making a true and faithful translation on 
vath. In the meantime, the Board must use the translator as a witness produced by the partys; and yet they are 
sensible of the inconvenience and danger of this mode. 

The Board further observe, that the law requires “ perfect and correct minutes of the proceedings, decisions, 
meetings, and adjournments of the Board, together with the evidence on which such decisions are made; which 
books,” &c. Now the Board conceive that those expressions include both written and unwritten evidence to be 
recorded by their clerk, as well in relation to claims which may be rejected as those allowed. ‘They also find that 
most of the claims to be made, as well those founded on grants as otherwise, will require witnesses, and some of 
them many, (even where no fraud is suggested, which will often be the case) to prove that the conditions of the 
grant, settlement, or laws under which they claim, have been complied with, so as to entitle the party to a confirma- 
tion of title; all of which, together with the translations, must be recorded by their clerk. The Board, therefore, 
-espectfully suggest the necessity of allowing an assistant clerk; or they apprehend they will be necessarily detained 
much beyond the time in which they could otherwise complete the business assigned them; and in this application, 
they are the more solicitous, inasmuch as they find the business more considerable, and requires a greater length of 
time than, it is presumed, was contemplated at the passing of the law, especially as by far the greater part, perhaps 
nine-tenths, of the business, comes within the jurisdiction of this Board, as will appear by two letters of his excel- 
lency Governor Claiborne to the Secretary of State; the first dated on the 5th day of November, 1802, and the other 
on the 20th day of January, 1803, to which they beg leave to refer. 

The commissioners respectfully suggest the expediency and justice of bringing the claimants described in the 
third section of the act within the provisions of the second section; or, at least, to allow them a quantity of land not 
exceeding acres. This additional provision for actual settlers is suggested from the opinion which those 
settlers entertained at the time of settling, of the liberality of tne General Government towards those who should 
venture with their families into this insulated territory. Most of those people are poor, and claim but a small quan- 
tity of land, which they are not able to purchase, and, without such a provision, they must leave their little habita- 
tions or become tenants; and it is conceived that this additional provision will not interfere with the intention of 
the law, which was, not to exclude the poor and honest settler striving to raise his family, but those of a different 


character. 





All which is respectfully submitted by 
THOMAS RODNEY, 


ROBERT WILLIAMS, 
EDWARD TURNER. 


To the Honorable Auperr GALLaTIN, 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. 


Extract of a letter from the Mississippi territory, dated 
SEPTEMBER 8, 1803. 


‘* But gaining a knowledge of some circumstances, which, although not immediately connected with my depart- 
ment, I deem of high importance to my country, and, therefore, think it my duty to disclose them without delay. 

** In consequence of information from numerous and respectable sources, I am compelled to believe that practices, 
highly fraudulent and injurious to the United States, are very prevalent in the newly acquired territory of Louis- 
jana. 
‘** [ have no doubt of the correctness of my information, that a vast number of adventurers, many of them from 
this territory, are daily making extensive surveys, on the west side of the Mississippi; and Spanish officers have 
lately set up claims to, and are now disposing of, large tracts, some even sixty miles square, at reduced prices; in 
some instances not more that ten cents per acre. 

** It seems that some respectable citizens of this territory, who have spurned the nefarious offer, have been invited 
to a participation in this harvest of iniquity; the inviters alleging that land of the first quality might be obtained for 
a few cents per acre; and, respecting titles, as good may be had (say they) as those by which lands are held on this 
side of the river, (probably antedated Spanish g'rants.) 

‘** A knowledge of former transactions in this territory, during the interval between the treaty of 1795, and 
evacuation by the Spanish Government, will lead one to an easy solution of the mystery by which this peculation 
will be veiled. The warrant of survey, the surveyor’s certificate, and the final grant, will bear concurrent date, 
prior to the cession of Louisiana to France. ; : 

“Tam told that in most, if not in all, cases, these surveyors are Spanish subjects, and_their assistants and 
chain carriers Spanish soldiers, who will probably all move off with the Spanish Government. I therefore apprehend 
that for any tribunal hereafter to discriminate between the just and the fraudulent claim will be difficult, even if 
oral testimony be admitted; but if, to its exclusion, the Spanish record be paramount evidence, impossible.” 





Extract of a letter from New Orleans, dated 
SEPTEMBER 29, 1803. 


** We ar? told that your Government is treating with Spain for the purchase of West Florida; and the intendant 
here, probably foreseeing the cession, has opened a sale, within these few days, for the uninhabited lands in that 








1804. ] ILLINOIS AND WABASH COMPANIES. 189 





rovince; and orders of survey have, I believe, been already issued, for three or four hundred thousand acres. No 
individual thinks of purchasing less than forty to fifty thousand acres, the value of which is supposed may be esti- 
mated from twelve to twenty-five cents per acre, to be paid for by different instalments. I presume that, within ten 
days from this time, orders of survey will be issued for every acre of vacant land in West Florida. No lands are 
yet offered for sale in Louisiana, but I think it not improbable there will be soon.” wants A 
Nore.—The writer, living in New Orleans, was not aware that the western part‘of the British province of West 
Florida makes part of the territories ceded to the United States by France. 


Extract of a letter from Kaskaskias. 


Dein Sia: Inpiana TERRITORY, KasxkaskIas, October 18, 1803. 

You have no guess how the United States are imposed on by the Spanish officers, since they have heard of the 
cession of Louisiana: grants are daily making for large tracts of land and dated back; some made to men who have 
been dead fifteen or twenty years, and transferred down to the present holders. ‘These grants are made to Ameri- 
cans, with a reserve of interest to the officer who makes them; within fifteen days the following places have been 
granted, to wit: forty-five acres choice of the lead mines, sixty miles from this, heretofore reserved to the Crown of 
Spain; the iron mine on Wine creek, with ten thousand acres around it, about eighty miles from this place, and 
formerly reserved by the Crown of Spain; sixty thousand acres, the common touching St. Louis, heretofore given 
by the Crown of Spain to the inhabitants of the village; the tin mines, (though of duubtful value) and fifteen thou- 
sand acres adjoining; and many other grants of ten, fifteen, twenty, and thirty thousand acres have been made.” [ 


could name persons as well as places.” 


ALBERT Ga.iatin, Esq. 
Nore:—See Reports Nos. 79 and 98. 
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WARRANTS OF SURVEY ISSUED BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT OF WEST FLORIDA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 13, 1804, 


Mr. Nico son, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of Matthew Phelps, in behalf of himself and 
' others, made the following report: ; 


The petitioners state that, under the claim of, and in connexion with, the Company of Military Adventurers, 
they settled in the Mississippi territory, between the years 1774 and 1780, in virtue of warrants of survey issued to 
them by the British Government of West Florida; but, in consequence of that country having been taken possession 
of by the Spaniards, during the Revolutionary war, they abandoned their settlements, and now pray that some pro- 
vision may be made, by law, to compensate ees for those. lands on which they had heretofore settled. 

The claim of the A am of Military Adventurers was laid before the House daring the last session, and the 
subject was fully discussed. At that time Congress refused to make provision for them, under an impression, it is 
presumed, that they were not entitled to the consideration of the Government; and as the five millions of acres, re- 
served in the convention with Georgia, were, during the last year, appropriated for the purpose of compensating 
claims other than those of the Military Adventurers, and to their exclusion, the committee are of opinion that Con- 
gress are not authorized to compensate these without the consent of the State of Georgia. 

They, therefore, recommend that the petitioners have leave to withdraw their petition. 
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ILLINOIS AND WABASH COMPANY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 14, 1804. 


Mr. Lets made the following report: 


The committee to whom was referred the petition of John Shee, ‘‘ sole survivor of the committee appointed and au- 
thorized to solicit, manage, and negotiate, the affairs of the Illinois and Wabash Company with Congress,” sub- 
mit the following report, viz: 5 
That the petitioner, in behalf of the Illinois and Wabash Company, claims a certain tract of country, now the 

property of the United States, described in two deeds; the one bearing date July 5, 1773, and the other October 18, 

1775, which are-said to have been given to William Murray and others, who are styled the Illinois Company, and 

to Lord Dunmore and others, who are denominated the Wabash Company, by the Illinois and Piankeshaw Indians. 

That the petitioner has proposed to surrender and convey to the United States all the land described, or meant 
to be described, in the abovementioned deeds from the Indians, on the proviso that the United States re-convey to 
the company one-fourth part of the said land. _ ; 

It does not satisfactorily appear to the committee that the [Illinois and Wabash Companies had authority. to make 
the contract for the lands claimed by them; neither has it been made to appear that the grantors were authorized by 
the Indian nations to make the sale. No acknowledgment by the Indians is made of the purchase by the companies, 
in the treaties lately concluded by the United States with the Indian nations. The lands claimed by the petitioner 
have been ceded to the United States by treaty, and an adequate compensation stipulated for them; the committee 
are, therefore, of opinion that, inasmuch as the legal title of the petitioner is not established, and inasmuch as the 
United States are already rightfully possessed of those lands, and the grantors have received an adequate compen- 
sation, and inasmuch as a further allowance for the said territory would be a gratuity to the petitioner, which the 
representatives of the nation cannot justly award, the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted. 


25 Pp 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE LANDS AND SETTLERS IN THE VICINITY OF DETROIT. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, FEBRUARY 17, 1804. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 


Information having been received some time ago that the public Jands in the neighborhood of Detroit required 
particular attention, the agent appointed to transact business with the Indians in that quarter was instructed to in- 
quire into and_ report the situation of the titles and occupation of the lands, private and public, in the neighboring 
settlements. His report is now communicated, that the Legislature may judge how far its interposition is necessary 
to quiet legal titles, confirm the equitable, to remove the past, and prevent future intrusions, which have neither law 


nor justice for their basis. 
TH: JEFFERSON. 


February 16, 1804. 


Detroit, July 25th, 1803. 
Sir: : 
I have endeavored, in the following report, to ascertain and state concisely all those facts concerning which 
I imagined the Government would wish to be informed. It is little more than’ an outline, exhibiting the promi- 
nent features. ‘She geographical remarks are all made from actual observation; and I have as seldom as the na- 
ture of the business would admit depended on the information of others. My inquiries commence at Otter creek, the 
southwesterly extremity of the settlements, from whence I proceeded regularly through them to the river Sinclair. 
I have avoided neither trouble nor fatigue; and have thus long delayed to advise you, with respect to my progress, 
only that I might, by minute investigation, be enabled to give you a more satisfactory account. ; 
Should the report, however, be still defective, if I have omitted the notice of subjects which require investiga- 
tion, you have only to instruct me, that I may renew my inquiries. 


I am your most obedient servant, 
C. JOUETT. 


The Honorable Henry Dearrorn, Esq. Secretary of the United States for the Department of War. 


OTTER CREEK empties itself into lake Erie forty-two miles southwest of the town of Detroit, and six miles south 
of the river Raisin. The settlement commences at its mouth, on the lake, and extends up the creek three miles. 
The native right was extinguished by purchase from the Pattawatamies, Ottawa, and*€hippawa Indians, in the year 
17793 and in the year, 1794 the present occupants, to the number of twenty-three, deriving their claims from the first 
purchasers, began their improvements. ‘The farms contain from seventy-five to'two hundred French acres, and 
their boundaries extend back from the creek in parallel lines. Those lands are fertile. ‘Those immediately bor- 
dering on the lake have a rich, black soil, well adapted to the cultivation of wheatand hemp. They are without timber 
of any kind, and in the language of the country are called prairies. ‘The wood lands, furtherremoved from the lake, 
abound in hickory, walnut, and elm, and have a soil of equal fertility, and in a great degree.similar to those already 
described. Notwithstanding the many advantages this spot possesses, in point of seil.abd: convenience to market, 
the settlers are extremely poor. ‘They are, however, considered freeholders; and inetheir own minds entertain few 
doubts respecting their titles. ; pelt, 3 # . 

River RAISIN Is a delightful stream navigable for small craft about sixteen miles, to the,highest farm. It falls into 
the lake six miles north of Otter creek, and thirty-six south of Detroit. There aredin this settlement one hundred 
and twenty-one families, who hold their farms by one tenure, namely, deeds of bargain and sale from the Patta- 
watamy, Uttawa, and Chippawa chiefs, executed in the year 1784, 1785, and 1786. ‘The,purchasers have been in 
actual possession since that time. Their farms contain, variously, from one to four hundred French acres, each, 
fronting on the river from two to six acres, and extending back from forty to a hundred and eighty, until they meet 
the swamps on either side of the river, which serves as a rear boundary for all the farms. 

The lands about the mouth of this river are of little value, being too wet for any kind of culture. ‘Those further 
up are of an excellent soil, producing from twenty-five to thirty bushels to the acre, of wheat, or other grain, in the 
he proportion. The farms are tolerably well improved, having comfortable dwelling houses, built of hewn logs, 
and most generally the necessary out-houses, such as barns, stables, &c. ‘Their orchards are yet young, but pro- 
mise in a few years to be very productive. ‘The inhabitants are Canadian French, with only three exceptions. 
Among these people, disputes have frequently arisen relative to their titles; and those disputes have always termi- 
nated by an adjudication in favor of the oldest Indian deed. a Sat 

‘They are considered as freeholders, and enjoy every privilege which appertains to a fee simple estate; a number 
of them holding offices under the territorial Government. 

SANDY CREEK empties itself into river Raisin but a few paces from its mouth, turning abruptly to the south, 
having before meandered in a direction nearly parallel with that river, about three\miles northward. The settle- 
ment extends three miles, amounting in number of inhabitants to sixteen, who took possession of their farms in the 
year 1792, under purchases from Joseph Benack, who claimed the native right since the year4780._ None of these 
farms exceed two hundred acres; specifying two, three, and four, in front of the creek, and from twenty-five to fifty 
back. The soil is much the same as that of river Raisin; black, rich and favorable to,thecproduction of grass, 
hemp, Indian corn,and wheat. ‘The improvements in this settlement are mean. . ‘TI TES or huts are of such 
aaa and workmanship as scarcely to shut out the inclemencies of the seasons: "THe people are all Cana- 
dians. or 

Rocky r1vER discharges itself into lake Erie, three miles north of the river Raisinjand tight south of river 
Huron. It is a small winding stream, too shallow to admit the passage of the:st Hest boats,” ‘Vhe soil here differs 
little from that already described in the adjacent country; black and fertile, though rather'too wet for the cultiva- 
tion of wheat. It is timbered with elm, oak, hickory, and maple. At the mowthof this streath there ‘is a safe harbor, 
formed by the projection into the lake of Point Reason on the one side, and Recky Point on therether. The tenure 
by which these lands are held is derived from an Indian deed, executed by the chiefs in the ‘¥édr 1786, to Francis 
Pepin. ‘The conveyance extends thirty acres on the margin of the lake, and’runs back into thé/eountry one hun- 
dred, pursuing the meanders of the river. Pepin sold his claim to George MacDougall, who,isume years since, 
conveyed two-thirds of the tract to Meldrum and Parks, a mercantile house'in Detroit, and, conjéintly with them, has 
erected very valuable improvements. About half a mile above the mouth of the river they:hiave-a dwelling house, 
a distillery, and a merchant mill, with every necessary appendage for the convenient manufactory: of wheat. 

These buildings are worth, on a moderate calculation, ten thousand dollars. ue 

The north side of the stream is claimed by Gabriel Godfroy, undef an Indian deed ‘in’, hibyp, 
the year 1788.. The conveyance specifies the same quantity as was granted on the south sit 
has made little or no improvements. cts pias ; 

There are only two families who now are on the river, those being ‘immediately engaged4ncthe management of 
the mill and distillery. ee Bie RY oS 
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River Huron is eight miles north of Rocky river, and twelve south of the river Ecorce, and-empties itself into 
the lake Erie, about four miles north of Detroit or the strait. With respect to soil, there is a great degree of simi- 
larity throughout this part of the country, dark,, or rather black, “tight, and wherever, with few exceptions, it has 
been cultivated productive. 

In these respects none are superior to the lands on this river. They consist of extensive prairies, covered so 
closely with hazel and other shrubberies, as to afford a pleasant shade to the delighted traveller, who cannot but 
take an agreeable interest in the beautiful sceneries by which he is surrounded, 

The river, though narrow, 1s navigable twenty miles for boats, and has a deep and gentle current. ‘There is but 
one claim, which arises under an Indian deed, dated in the year 1794, purporting to be a conveyance. to Gabriel God- 
froy, of four thousand five hundred acres of land, upon which tract he has placed a tenant, who lives near the river 
asaferryman. The deed is signed by one chief only, and that without‘a witness.. To a title the claimant can 
have no pretensions. 

Ecorce, or Bark river, enters the strait eleven miles north of Huron, and eleven miles south of Detroit; asa 
channel of communication, presents but few advantages. ‘The country is level, the soil rich, and sufficiently dry for 
any kind of cultivation. ‘The grass and wheat are astonishingly luxuriant; and nature requires to be but aided to 
produce, in abundance, all the necessaries of life: yet, the people are poor beyond conception: and no description 
could give an adequate idea of their servile and degraded situation. ‘They are sixteen in number, principally Cana- 
dian French, and hold from one to three hundred French acres of land each. 

Six of these fi ‘ms were settled in the years 1792, 1794, and 1797, without any kind of authority. The others 
were purchased from the Indians in the year 1776 by Peter F. Comb, and settled soon afterwards. "This appears to 
be the tenure by which they now hold them. The different claims were at one time confused and complicated; but 
one or two adjudications have settled the principle confirmatory of those titles held under P. Comb. In the terri- 
tory these people are considered as freeholders, and enjoy the appurtenant privileges. 


River Roveg, so called from its reddish appearance, is four miles north of Ecorce, and six south of the town of 
Detroit. . It is navigable six and eight miles for boats, and three for vessels of one hundred and _ fifty tons burthen. 
Narrow, winding, and almost stagnant, the current is so gentle as to be scarcely observable. It has at all times the 
complexion arid appearance of a pool; and its exhalations, in the summer months, are extremely unhealthful. The 
ague and fever are, in these seasons, very prevalent; and fevers sometimes of more malignant nature confine whole 
families to their beds for weeks together. It is only on the south side of this river that the lands are fertile. The 
soil is such as has been so frequently described in the rich parts of the neighboring country. On the north side it is 
poor, gray, sandy, and unproductive. ‘The settlements extend eight miles on both sides of the river; and the same 
order is observed in laying off their farms as has been noticed on river Raisin and Otter creek. Few or none of 
these exceed four hundred acres, and generally fall short of that quantity. No disputes, and few misunderstand- 
ings have taken place with respect to boundaries; as those lines extend collaterally from the river, forming each 
tract into a regular parallelogram. ‘The total amount of these are forty-three, five of which were entered on and 
improved without authority, in the year 1798. The claims to all the others arise from a transference of the native 
right in the year 1780, at which time they were generally settled. ‘The majority of the people are Canadian French, 
and better informed than those on the river Ecorce. They can have no legal title. 


Settlements from the river Rouge to the town of Detroit. 


The strait by which the waters of the upper lakes discharge themselves into lake Erie is thirty computed miles 
from the latter to lake Sinclair. Few rivers in the United States can vie in beauty and convenience of navigation 
with this pleasant and valuable stream.. It is about three-quarters of a mile broad, and, generally, in the channel four 
or five fathoms in depth. ‘The detached settlements on its banks and its neighborhood have been already noticed 
as high up as Rouge or Red river; two miles above the mouth of which the country begins to assume the appearance 
of connexion, regularity, and continued improvement. There are twenty-three farms, all of which are at this time 
occupied. The scarcity of springs throughout this country has compelled the people to bound their farms in front by 
some water courses and their dwelling houses are, of necessity, erected on hi banks of the streams. ‘The farmers 
here are not an exception from this general practice. ‘The lateral boundary lines extend: forty, sixty, and some- 
times one hundred acres back; and no tract contains more than four hundred acres. ‘The soil was originally good, 
though it has been much impoverished, and its strength in some instances entirely exhausted from many years’ 
inattentive cultivation. Most of the farmers have been assiduously careful in the rearing of fruit trees. Their 
apple orchards are generally well enclosed with pickets, and produce fruit and cider in sufficient abundance for the 
— ofthe country, and even for the supply of many of the Canadian settlements to which they are ex- 
sorted. 

The houses and out-houses are tolerably goods and, although the country is level, the height of the bank affords a 
commanding prospect for several miles of the river and its borders. 

The titles to lands in this settlement are variously founded. ‘Three are derived from grants of the Marquis de 
Quisné, French Governor Commandant of Louisiana and the Canadas in the year 1740; ten from the Marquis de 
la Jousvire, vested with the like powers, in the year 1750: seven from Indian deeds of gift in the year 1771, and 
confirmed in the year 1772, by the honorable Henry Basset, a British officer, at that time commanding the fort; and 
the native right to three was conveyed by the Indians in the year 1780. It is unprecedented; and I should conceive 
that none of those commandants cow/d have had any Jegal right to convey lands. to individuals; consequently. their 
titles were originally bad. However, the length of their possession, and that being peaceable, too, will, no doubt, 
vest them witha fee simple. ‘Those who hold simply from the Indians stand upon grounds somewhat questionable. 

Tue town oF Derrorr.—The charter, which is for fifteen acres square,:was granted in the time of Louis XIV. 
of France, and is now, from the best information I have been able to collect, at Quebec. Of those two hundred and 
twenty-five acres, only four are occupied by the town and fort Lenault. The remainder is a common, except 
twenty-four, which were added twenty years ago toa farm belonging to William Macomb. As to the titles to the 
lots in town, I should conceive that the citizens might legally claim, from a length of undisturbed and peaceable 
possession, even in the absence of a more valid and substantial tenure. Several of those lots are held by the com- 


- 


manding officer as appendages of the garrison. A stockade encloses the town, fort, and citadel. The pickets, as well. , 


as the public houses, are in a state of gradual decay, and, in a few years, without repairs, they must fall to the ground. 
he streets are narrow, straight, regular, and intersect each other at right angles: The houses are, for the most 


part, low and inelegant; and although many of them are convenient and suited to the occupations of the people, there 


are perhaps a majority of them which require very considerable reparation, 


Gros Ise is generally a mile wide, and nine miles in length, running parallel with the Western or United 
States bank, to which it approaches more nearly than to the other. Its lower end extends to the mouth of the 
— where it discharges itself into lake Erie, and is immediately opposite Malden, the British garrison at Am- 
herstburg. 

This island is now cultivated by ten farmers, who pay an annual rent to the est&te of William Macomb, by whom 
it was purchased by the Indians in the year 1776, and settled at. that time or soon afterwards. The height of the 
situation, the richness of the soil, the quantity of valuable timber, consisting of oak and hickory, with which it 
abounds, together with its nearness to market, obliges me to believe that it is a spot holding forth as many advan- 
tages as any other in this country. : 

Adjacent to this lies Stoney island, held by the same tenure. It is nearly one mile in length, and a third of a 
mile broad, and rendered of.value only by a quarry of lime-stone, which affords the estate of Macomb a very con- 
siderable yearly income, independently of the lime. This island is of no consideration. It has but little timber, 
and is remarkable for a poverty of soil which unfits it for cultivation. 


Hoc Istanp is situated in the strait three miles above the town, on the United States side of the channel, and 
contains, by estimation, three thousand five hundred acres of land. The poverty of the soil renders it of but little 
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value to private persons; but, as public property, I should conceive it a spot of great national importance, and highly 
eligible for a garrison; as the elevation of its western end has a complete command of the river. It was formerly 
held as an appendage of the garrison, and used by the different commandants at Detroit for cutting fire-wood and 
for pasturage. 

The oldest and best informed inhabitants of this place have assured me that it was chartered with the town of 
Detroit, and held by the garrison until the year 1765, at which tire it was purchased of the Indians by George Mc-- 
Dougall, whose heirs, in the year 1786, sold it to William Macomb, in whose possession, or in the possession of 
his representatives, it has since that time remained. : 

Having considered and reported the situation of lands settled in this country south and southwest of the town of 
Detroit. and made some hasty remarks on the town itself, I shall proceed to the settlements above. 

They extend themselves from the town to Gros Point, at the outlet of lake Sinclair into the strait; from thence, 
on the borders of said lake to Mill rivers; they then become detached and irregular as high up as the river Sinclair, 
through which lake Huron discharges itself. I shall observe those divisions, in order to give you a more clear and 
distinct knowledge of the country upon which those settlements have been made. 


Settlements on the Strait from the town to Gros Point. 


The distance is nine miles, and contains sixty farms, all of which are at this time occupied. They are for the 
most part two acres in front, by forty deep, and laid out in the same parallel order as has been already remarked in 
all the other settlements. The situation of these lands is low, and very unhealthy, owing to a wide marsh, which ex- ' 
tends several miles on the strait. ‘The soil is impoverished, and produces but little. The buildings which were 
once, comparatively, of the better kind, are now in a state of rapid decline. On traversing this settlement, no emo-- 
tions of pleasure are experienced, except of that gloomy kind which are excited by the contemplation of a ruin. 

‘The claims to lands here are'similar to those below the town, viz. transfers of the native right to individuals; and 
confirmations of those transfers by the French commandants in the years 1740, 1750, and 1757._I have already ex- 
pressed my opinion as to the original invalidity of those claims, and the subsequent title acquired by length of undis- 
turbed possession, together with the respectable light in which they were received by the British Government. The 


people are Canadians, with few exceptions. 
Settlement on Lake Sinclair from Gros Point to Milk River. 


This settlement is six miles in length, and contains twenty-four farms, with a front on the lake of from three to 
five acres, and an extent back of forty acres. The face of the country is level, though the situation is high and com- 
mahding; and possesses, from its elevation, a pleasant and extensive view of lake Sinclair and its banks. The soil 
is dark, rich, and strong, and extremely favorable to the cultivation of wheat. Art here has done but little, and 
even less than that little which nature had left her to dos for the Canadian settlers are very indolent; of course, very 
poor, and consequently very wretched. Perhaps, on a barren svil, necessity would have been an incitement to in- 
dustry, the natural or rather the legitimate parent of affluence. __ 

‘The tenure by which these people hold their farms are of two kinds. Four of them may be denominated French 
titles. The remaining twenty are derived from the Indians, perhaps by purchase, in the year 1783, at which time 


they were settled. 
Setilement from Milk River to River Huron. 


Mixx River is so inconsiderable a rivulet, and rendered, from its particular situation, so very unimportant, that 
I shall not waste my time, nor tire your patience, with its description. From its mouth to river Huron is twelve 
wniles—less calcuiated for a settlement than any other [have seen in this couatry. It is low, flat, and marshy. 
These disadvantages, combined with its unhealthful effluvia, from obstacles which neither the industry nor the per- 
severance of the agriculturalist will be able to surmount. There are, nevertheless, thirty settlers on this tract. 
notwithstanding its apparent destitution of the advantages of soil, situation, and market. ‘These people came into 
possession in the year 1797, without authority, even from the Indians. ‘Their divisional lines are marked by them- 
selves; and they are ignorant of the number of acres contained in the respective farms. This settlement, however, 
possesses that regularity which is so remarkable in this country. ‘The farmers are as poor as they are unfortunate 
in the choice of their situation. All of them are Canadians. 

‘The river Huron is discharged into lake Sinclair twenty-seven miles above Detroit, and eighteen above the 
strait. ‘The‘sameness observable in many parts of this country compels me to fail into a monotony of expression 
which will be to you fatiguing; yet, simple truth must be preferred to every other consideration. The river is a 
gentle, narrow stream, navigable for boats thirty miles above its mouth. ‘The settlements extend up the river nine 
iniles, and contain thirty-four families in present occupancy, laid off as these on the river Raisin, with this difference, 
that they have by survey no fixed or determinate rear boundaries, each tract extending back from the river or front 
boundary to a bog at the distance of forty or fifty acres. ‘This land is level, and the soil is dark and rich, laboring 
under no inconvenience from too great a quantity of water. It is tolerably wel! timbered: hickory, oak, and elm, 
are most observable. Some of the people are agreeably situated; but, in general, they are poor in the extreme, 
owing to that indolence and want of skill in agriculture, which so conspicuously mark the Canadian character in 
this country. All the settlers are of this description except four, who are Englishmen of industry and enterprise. 
Twenty of those farms were purchased of the Indians, and settled in the year 1788; ten in the years 1793, 1795 
and 1796; and four in the year 1800, without authority of any kind. 

From the river Huron to Sinclair river, the distance, following the circuitous margin of the lake, is fifteen miles. 
With respect to the intermediate space, it may be necessary to make some observations. ‘The first and most im- 
portant subject relative to the interest of the United States is a salt spring, on a small stream, four miles east of 
river Huron, and three miles up the said stream, from the Jake. From experiments which have been made, I am 
justified in saying that this spring deserves the public attention. It was wrought some time by a couple of men, who, 
owing to their want of capital, were incapable of conducting the business on an advantageous plan. By those men [ 
have been assured, that a quart of water did with them turn out one gill of salt; and in all their trials with greater 
quantities it never failed to produce in the like proportion. ‘There is a sufficient quantity of water for the supply 
of works to any extent. : 2. oe ; 

It is scarcely necessary to observe that this spring is claimed by a mercantile house, under the firm of Meldrum 
and Parks; the particulars of which claim, | considered as unworthy of investigation, well knowing it must have 
been recently obtained from the Indians. ‘The lands about the spring are rich and favorable for tillage, particularly 
for the cultivation of wheat. Those extending to the mouth of the river Sinclair are rather too low and marshy. 
Two Canadian families have, notwithstanding, settled on them, who took possession of the spots they respectively 
occupy in the year 1801. ; ; ae ere 

Point O’TrRamBLE. From the mouth of the river Sinclair, six miles up, are twelve farms, that front the river in 
the usual manner, from three to four and five acres, and forty back, none exceeding in quantity two hundred and 
forty. This land differs from the face of this country generally. Its soil possesses every mark of poverty; sandy 
and low in the extreme. Nothing exists to recommend this settlement, except its bordering on one of the most de- 
lightful rivers in the Western world. : ag" i 

The only pretension those ppopie have to their farms is derived from a simple possession, taken obtrusively, in 
the years 1780, 1785, and 1790. They are all Canadians. From this settlement, for twelve miles up the river, not 


a vestige of a house can be seen, owing, I suppose, to its being for that distance a perfect barren; when you are sud- 
denly and agreeably surprised with the presentation of a number of fertile and well improved farms, edging the river, 
for the extent of ten miles, to the amount of twenty-five farms, now under cultivation, and laid off on the. river, as 
other settlements in this country; with this ¢“fference, that the claimants extend their farms ten and twenty acres in 
front of the river, and, in two instances, from forty-five to fifty, all running back to one rear line, which is, by survey, 


forty acres. 
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Three thousand seven hundred and fifty-nine acres of this land were purchased of the Indians by Patrick Sin- 
clair, British Commandant at Fort Sinclair, in the year 1765, who held it until the year 1782: during that time de- 
riving from it a considerable profit asa pinery. In the year 1782, he left this country, and gave it, by deed of gift,. 
toa Canadian by the name of Vatiren, who sold it in the year 1784, by the auctioneer at public sale, at which time, 
Meldrum and Parks, a mercantile house of this country, became the purchasers, who have since that period claimed 
it as their property, and erected upon it valuable improvements. There are, notwithstanding, five farmers upon it, 
besides the tenant of Meldrum and Parks, who forcibly settled the farms they severally occupy, in the year 1800. 


‘The other nineteen farmers claim under Indian deeds in the years 1780 and 1782. 
The river Sinclair is in length ee miles, and, in beauty and convenience of navigation, preferable to Detroit, 
though it is not quite as wide. Such is its transparency, that the eye can distinguish, at its bottom, in fifteen feet 


water, the most minute object. In it there are no shoals, and in depth, generally five and six fathoms. 
I am your most obedient servant, 
C. JOUETT, Indian agent, Detroit. 
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REVISION OF THE LAWS FOR THE SALE OF LANDS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEB. 22, 1804. 


—_ several 


Mr. Nicuotson, from the committee who were directed ‘‘ to inquire into the expediency of amendi 
ouse of the 


acts providing for the sale of the Public Lands,” in the manner proposed by a resolution of the 

17th instant, made the following report: ; 

That, in their opinion, an additional compensation ought to be allowed to the several commissioners, and to 
the surveyor, appointed in pursuance of the act entitled ** An act regulating the grants of land, and providing for 
the disposal of the lands of the United States south of the State of T ennessee;” and that further time ought to be 


allowed for laying claims before the registers of the land offices in the Mississippi territory. 
They are, likewise, of opinion that no additional allowance ought to be made for the expense of surveying the 


lands in the said territory; ’ 
That no alterations ought to be made in such parts of the aforesaid act as provide for laying out the public lands 


in townships and sections; 
That no reduction in the price and quantity of land ought to be made in favor of those settlers, who hold under 


the third section of that act; ; 
That it is not expedient to exempt from a re-survey such tracts of land as are held by titles legally and fully 


executed, or such tracts the quantities of which are already ascertained, and the titles to which are confirmed by 


the act aforesaid; and , ‘ 
That an act of Congress is not necessary to legalize the proceedings of the commissioners for the district east of 


Pear] river, in consequence of their not having met on or before the first day of December last. 


The following resolutions are respectfully submitted: 
Resolved, That an additional compensation ought to be made to the several commissioners, and to the surveyor 


appointed in pursuance of the act entitled ** An act regulating the grants of land, and providing for the disposal of 


the lands of the United Ste ‘es south of the State of Tennessee. 
Resolved, That further ume ought to be allowed for laying claims before the Registers of the land offices in the 


Mississippi territory. 
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FRAUDULENT PRACTICES IN ACQUIRING LANDS IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, FEBRUARY 29, 1804. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 
I communicate, for the information of Congress, a letter stating certain fraudulent practices for monopolizing 


lands in Louisiana, which may, perhaps, require legislative provisions. 
TH: JEFFERSON. 


Fesrvary 29, 1804. 
KasxasktA, 10th January, 1804, 


Sir 
The Attorney General of the Indiana territory, who, a few days since, visited the Louisiana side, has given 
me some information which I think it my duty to communicate. 

Attempts are now making to defraud the United States. As nearly as can be estimated, two hundred thousand 
acres of land, including all the best mines, have been surveyed to various individuals in the course of a few weeks 
past. All the official papers, relative to these lands, bear the signature of M. ——, the predecessor of the present 
Lieutenant Governor. He now commands a Spanish garrison in the neighborhood of New Orleans. To under- 
stand the nature of this fraudulent transaction, it will be necessary to state the mode of acquiring titles. The 
settler applies to the commandant by way of petition, and prays a grant of certain lands described by him. At the 
bottom, or on the back of the same petition, the commandant accedes to the prayer, and directs the surveyor to run 
out the lands prayed for. This petition and order, together with the proceedings of the surveyor, entitle actual 
settlers to grants on application to the proper officer at New Orleans. But the fact seems to be that the great body 
of the people have no other title to their Jands than what results from their original petitions, orders, and surveys. 
Very few of them have taken the trouble to procure grants. Under these circumstances, they seem to-have an 
equitable claim to their lands, and really expect a confirmation of them by the United States. This state of things 
has suggested the possibility of a successful fraud; and the progress of it will probably turn out to be this: M.— 
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(who, when commandant, was certainly authorized to cause surveys of land to be made to settlers) has been pre- 
vailed on to put his signature to blank papers; to suffer some persons in this quarter to insert the necessary petition 
and order of survey over it, and to affix the necessary dates. The persons concerned in this transaction probably 
expect that, as the dates of these spurious papers are confounded with those of a just nature, our Government can- 
not, or will not, attempt to distinguish the one from the other. It is now about five years since M. —— was com- 
mandant of Upper Louisiana, to which time these papers appear to be antedated. Extensive surveys have been 
made, and are now making, under his orders; and many of them to persons who have not resided two years in the 
country. It is also understood that each purchaser gives forty dollars for every one hundred or four hundred acres, 
and that this sum is divided between three persons, the projectors of the speculation. 
I am, with sentiments of high respect, your humble servant, 


AMOS STODDARD, Capt. Corps of Artillerists. 
The SecrErary or War. 
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CLAIM TO LAND ADJOINING NATCHEZ. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 10TH OF MARCH, 1804, 


Mr. Tuomas M. Ranpotpn, from the committee to whom was referred, on the 26th of January, the petition of William 
Dunbar, of the Mississippi territory of the United States; and to whom was re-committed, on the 3d of February 
last, the petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Assistants of the city of Natchez, in the said Mississippi terri- 
tory, together with the report of a select committee thereon, made the following report: 


That it appears there are, in the city of Natchez, two lots, with a building, whichis used at present for public 
urposes; and there is. adjacent to the city, within the prescribed limits of it, on the side next the river, a piece of 
and of about twenty-three acres; which lots and land are at present out of regular possession by any one, and form 

the object of these petitions. The city claims both the land and the lots, without exhibiting any regular evidence of 
title to either, while William Dunbar claims the former upen a Spanish grant. ‘These contending claims do not, in 

the opinion of the committee, come regularly under the cognizance of the Board of Commissioners established by an 

act of Congress for settling certain enumerated descriptions of land claims in the Mississippi territory of the United 
States. ‘The lots and land in question appear to be the same which, being deemed unappropriated, and considered 

as having passed, or been restored to the United States by the treaty of friendship, &c. with Spain, in pursuance of 
which the place was relinquished to them, were, by the twelfth section of an act passed at the last session of Con- 
gress, entitled * An act regulating the grants of land, and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United 
States south of the State of Tennessee,” directed, if truly the property of the United States, to be located for the 
use of Jefferson college. These small pieces of land constitute part of a large tract which had been granted many 
years before the treaty, to an individual, by patent from the Spanish Government: of which tract, after it had been 

improved, and had passed through the hands of several different proprietors, a considerable portion was re-purchased 

by the Government of the district, for the purpose of erecting public buildings, and of establishing the town of Natchez, 
which was accordingly laid off thereon. ‘The whole of this land is now in possession of individuals, either as town 
lots or out lots, except the two town lots now in question, with three others of inconsiderable value, according to the 
petition of the city; of course not fit for such a purpose as the erection of public buildings, and perhaps a fraction of 
a fourth also unfit, and the out piece of land claimed by William Dunbar. His claim rests upon a grant of Governor 
Gayoso, dated 19th of April, 1797. The application upon which the grant was made, treats the land in question as the 
private property of the King of Spain and denies it to be part of the public domain; while the grant itself, although 
it does not abandon this latter view, strives, as does also an explanatory communication from the claimant to the 
former committee, to blend therewith some private right in the Governor himself, which creates much confusion in 
the view of the foundation of the claim. But this last ground not being supported by any mention of a title on the 
part of the Governor, in his private capacity, and being absolutely incompatible with the others, the committee have 
no hesitation in passing it over. With respect to the other ground of claim, that this piece of land was the private 
property of the King of Spain, and was granted as such by the Governor, the committee could not fail to observe, 
at once, that this is absolutely incompatible, to its view. with the acknowledgment, that the whole land was pur- 
chased with the public money, and appropriated for public buildings and a town; that is, with the funds of the dis- 
trict, for a use arising out of the district itself; and that this part of it was granted to William Dunbar, as compensa- 
tion for public services rendered to the district. ‘The committee cannot see how this land, purchased for the pur- 
pose mentioned, should, afterwards, the necessity for its application to that purpose still existing, become the pri- 
vate property of the royal family of Spain; or how the Governor could makea grant of such private property, as com- 
pensation for public services, without special permission, which, from the dates of the application and grant, could 
not have been obtained. ‘The land, therefore, must be considered as re-annexed to the public domain, after the pur- 
chase by the Government; and, accordingly, it appears, thata very great part of it has been re-granted to individuals, 
as such, before the treaty. ‘The ungranted part must certainly have passed to the United States by the treaty, and 
could not be legitimately granted after the date of it by a Spanish Governor. Nor can it be admitted, even if the 
term “ withdraw settlements,” used in the treaty was intended to signify the right of disposing of all improved lands 
for the benefit of the private holders, that, under it, lands still held by the Government could be so disposed of; such 
being always deemed the property of the acquiring nation. ‘The committee, therefore, regretting the loss of com- 
pensation for important services, which a meritorious subject is likely to undergo, and hoping the generosity of the 
Spanish Government will not suffer such services to go in this way unrewarded, pronounces that the claim of Wil- 
liam Dunbar cannot, in their opinion, upon any of the grounds adduced, be sustained. Upon the propriety of adopt- 
ing a liberal policy on this occasion, and making that compensation from other lands of the United States, through 
respect for the King of Spain, and in consideration that these services were rendered to the district of Natchez, in 
a great measure, not very long before the relinquishment, by a person at present a citizen of the United States. 
reflecting lustre on his adopted country, by his profound science and great public worth, and that the United 
States reaped thé benefit of that part of them, it is not within the province allotted this committee to give an opinion. 
The object of the petition of the corporation of Natchez is to procure a grant from the United States of the lots and 
the piece of land in question, for the use and accommodation of the city. No legal title, on the part of the city, is 
pretended. . It appears, however, with respect to the piece of land, that it has all along been considered as destined 
for the common ground of the city, and that this consideration had its influence in enhancing the price of the city 
lots to many of their present holders. The two lots in question seem indispensable to the city, being the only fit 
situations for the erection of public buildings, which are not in possession of private persons, and being actually the 
most fit of all within it for that purpose. ‘Their peculiar fitness, and the reservation of them after the alienation of 
all the others, (with the exception of three indifferent ones, and the fraction of a fourth, before mentioned) give 
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strong grounds to believe that they were really destined for this use by the Spanish Government. They were for- 
mally relinquished by it to the United States. The citizens of Natchez have always had reason to believe that they 
were permanently allotted for some public use to their city, either civil or religious, by the Spanish Government. 
The committee, reflecting on the peculiar local situation of this infant city, cannot avoid considering its — 
as a matter of some national importance. The Mississippi must soon become the greatest highway on the earth. Its 
long arms extended in every direction throughout the greatest and most valuable portions of the globe, which are 
united by any natural cause, all, with a single exception, concenter above this place. ‘The diffusion of American 
principles and American arts through all the wide space it embraces; the occupancy of this whole fertile surface by 
American citizens, is now ensured beyond all risk. ‘The immense wealth which will be produced by the industry 
and ingenuity of those citizens, with the aid of soils superior to all, and climates inferior to none on the earth, must, 
with the exception mentioned, be carried for the purpose of exchange along this highway. . The city of Natchez. is 
an inn established upon it in a chosen spot. There, the thousands of American citizens, engaged in the transporta- 
tion, and the superintendence of the transportation of that wealth, with great numbers of the owners of it, will stop 
for refreshment and for rest. Before pon the margin of the river at this place will, perhaps, be constantly 
fringed with boats, and its banks be covered with American citizens, the navigators of them. ‘There is a narrow 
strip of land, at present the property of the United States, which extends very nearly along the whole front of the 
city upon the river, and separates the buildings of it by a convenient distance from the water. This the city asks 
as a boon from the Government, that it may preserve it as an open space, next the water, for the joint accommodation 
of the citizens, and those strangers when they land. If they are denied this boon, the buildings will quickly extend 
to the water’s edge; where, otherwise, only a few scattered store-houses for the temporary shelter of passing wealth 
would be admitted. Of this, dreadful insalubrity must be the certain consequence. Scientific observation, and 
melancholy experience in the great maritime cities of the United States, have demonstrated that the germ of pesti- 
lence, if not always engendered, at least always developes first in the dense and stagnant air of those streets and 
buildings which he nearest the water. ‘Thence, if favored by the seasons, it quickly spreads through the whole pe- 
culiar factitious atmosphere of the city. It may reasonably be expected that, if only a single row of unconnected 
buildings, next the water, was suffered, and a due interval of free and unconfined air scrupulously maintained be- 
tween that row and the main body of the city, this tremendous agent of human misery might be stifled in its birth,.its 
advances stopped, and its progress completely prevented. An occasion offers itself to the Government of: the United 
States to make this important experiment in the city of Natchez at this time. Nor ought the extreme distance of 
the result te produce an indifference towards the experiment, since it embraces such a serious national object as the 
probable prevention, in one chance at least, of the greatest physical ill which can possibly befall this nation—pestilen- 
tial contagion. ‘The day cannot be very distant on which, if pestilence arises in Natchez, it may ramify itself with 
the wide spread arms ot the Mississippi, through the vitals of the Union. ‘To provide for this experiment nothing is 
requisite but to grant this strip of land to the city of Natchez, on condition that it shall be preserved forever as a 
public ground for the health, comfort, and enjoyment of all citizens and strangers, indiscriminately; and shall never 
be built on, or cultivated; but, on the contrary, shall be disposed into public walks‘and lawns, and planted with 
trees, at the expense of the corporation, and so maintained by it as long as it exists. The only obstacle to this dona- 
tion is, in the opinion of the committee, very easily removable, withoutinjustice to any party. The interest of Jeffer- 
son college cannot be injured by the revocation of the grant to it of these city lots and small piece of land, if full 
equivalent in other valuable lands within the Mississippi territory be assigned it in lieu thereof. Such the United 
States possess there, in a quantity which cannot all be disposed of to purchasers in a great length of time; certainly 
not before the population of the territory has become so considerable as to make public instruction within it an ob- 
ject of high national importance. A fund of this kind, too, if wisely managed by judicious grants of Jong leases to 
men unable to purchase, who may be found in great numbers in all the States, willing to move thither on such terms, 
will not only oh some certain annual revenue to the college very soon, but will increase with the growth of the in- 
stitution, and keep pace in productiveness with its wants. : 

The committee, having thus endeavored to estimate all the different claims, and having weighed all considerations; 
moreover, having just learned that no patents have yet issued to Jefferson college for the lots and land in question, 
but that means are using by the trustees of that institution to obtain them with all speed, that a disposition may be 
made of the property immediately, which will entirely defeat the salutary views, with regard to the city, it enter- 
tains; begs leave to recommend the following resolution: k 

Resolved, That the execution of so much of the twelfth section of the act, passed the 3d. of March, 1803, entitled 
** An act regulating the — of land, and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United States south of the 
State of Tennessee,” as directs the Governor of the Mississippi territory to locate lots in the city of Natchez, and a 
piece of land adjoining thereto, (if the property of the United States) tor the use of Jefferson college, be suspended 
until further order be taken thereon by Congress. 


Narcuez, 17th December, 1803. 
GENTLEMEN: 


I have observed, by the printed journals of Congress, that a petition has been presented from the corpora- 
tion of the city of Natchez, praying that Congress will confirm to the petitioners the title of such lots and land as 
may be found vacant within the present limits thereof; which petition has been referred to you, gentlemen, in com- 
mittee; and being informed that last week private testimony of an ex parte nature was procured and sent on in sup- 

ort of the petition, it appears to be my duty to bring forward the’ following circumstances, which ought to be made 
nown to Congress, in order that they may be more fully enabled to judge of the propriety or impropriety of grant- 
ing the prayer of the petition at the present juncture. 

Two lots and thirty acres of Jand, adjoining thé city of Natchez, were granted for the use of Jefferson college, 
by Congress, at their last session, to be located by the Governor. If this has been done, it will be found that pro- 
bably not an inch of Jand within the limits of the town remains unclaimed, under some species of title, upon which 
the commissioners of land titles are now preparing to decide. ‘The corporation has presumed to decide for itself, 
that certain titles to lands or lots within the liberties of the city are illegal; and upon such presumption is founded 
their petition. Itis certain that no title to lands within this territory can be called legal until it shall receive the 
sanction of the commissioners; and as there are contained at least two thousand acres of the most precious land of 
the country within the limits of the city, it. must be altogether uncertain what would be the extent of the solicited 
donation. Itis presumed that the above information being duly stated, Congress will see the impropriety of taking 
out of the hands of the commissioners decisions which, by law, are submitted to their investigation and judgment, 
more particularly upon an ex parte representation, by which injustice would be done to individuals who are now 
patiently waiting the decision of the commissioners. 

‘I am, respectfully, &c, 
WILLIAM DUNBAR. 

Messrs. LaATTIMORE, ALSToN, and STEDMAN. 


NatcueEz, 31st December, 1803. 
GENTLEMEN: 

_ I took the liberty of troubling you with a few remarks upon the subject of the petition of the corporation of 
the city of Natchez, addressed to Congress, soliciting a donation of lands within the limits of the said city. At that 
time I considered the petition to be of a general nature, but have since discovered, notwithstanding the secrecy with 
which measures are conducted, that they have made a covert attack against myself within the walls of Congress, 
hoping to obtain, by surprise, an object upon a partial view of testimony, but carefully concealing circumstances, the 
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simple knowledge of which must defeat their expectations, and which an uprightness of conduct cught certainly to 
have revealed. Self-defence calls upon me to bring to your view such matters as are necessary to i.row light upon 
this subject. Itappears that the corporation covets a certain lot of land adjoining to their town, for which they know 
that I hold a title, derived from the last Spanish Governor of Natchez; but as this title is of a peculiar nature, unlike 
to any other in the territory, it appears doubtful to certain members of the corporation whether the commissioners 
are fully authorized, under the existing laws, to confirm this title, although it is not doubted that Congress would, 
in this case, give relief. ‘This presents a fine opportunity for seizing the prize, by obtaining from Congress, by sur- 
prise, a grant of the lot in question, hoping that, should the commissioners not confirm my title, they might thus cut 
me off from all future relief; and, in order to attain this favorite object, they have, collecting from sources of their 
own selection, evidence that a Spanish Governor (whose will is one thing to-day and another to-morrow) had been 
heard to say that the Jot in question, commonly called the Green, was destined as a common for the use of the town, 
and perhaps much more, of which I am ignorant; it is unnecessary to say that no document exists to justify this 
idea. ‘The last evidence they have called for is a declaration of Major Stephen Minor, to which I am told he has 
subscribed his name. This certainly is one of the most respectable they could obtain; this gentleman was Aid- 
Major of the post of Natchez, and attended the Governor, officially, almost perpetually, and was certainly more 
intimately acquainted with his motives and actions than any one here, his Secretary only excepted, who is a Span- 
iard, and is gone by the way of the United States to Spain. I have no doubt of his being at this time at Philadel- 
phia; or perhaps at the city of Washington; he isa very respectable person, speaks English tolerably well, and his 
name is Don Joseph Vidal. But to return to the declaration of Major Minor; a friend has obtained for me a cor- 
rect copy of it, and it proves to be so little favorable to their views, that I rather doubt its being forwarded to you. 
I shali, eenee, take the liberty of enclosing a copy of it for your perusal, pledging my honor for its correctness. It 
is almost unnecessary to remark, that the evidence of this gentleman is more to be considered than a score of vague 
declarations, picked up at random, from which the most favorable only are selected. 

My title to the lot in question stands upon the following ground: A tract of land was granted, by patent, to an in- 
dividual by the Spanish Government; this land was sold by the first toa second individual, and considerable im- 
provements made thereon; the Spanish Government purchased three hundred acres of this tract, with the view to 
erect public buildings, and establish a town; a church was built, and a small town laid off, and on another part of 
the land Governor Gayoso caused a large building to be erected for his own residence, at his private expense; but 
before it was finished 1t was blown down by a hurricane, and the Governor then found it more convenient to rent a 
house for the use of Government, in which he continued afterwards to reside. Some time before the withdrawing 
of the Spanish troops I applied to Governor Gayoso for a compensation of various unsatisfied services; the Governor 
proposed land; I observed that we had lately heard of the confirmation of the treaty between the United States and 
Spain, and that, consequently, no Spanish grant above 31° lat. would be legal, and that a grant below would not 
suit my purpose, as I intended to continue my residence at Natchez; he assented to the justness of the observation, 
but observed that this objection did not hold against the land adjoining the town of Natchez, which was no part of 
the King’s domain, but being an ancient grant much improved, and purchased by the money of Government, 
stood in a different point of view; that, by treaty, both parties had leave to withdraw their settlements; and if that 
expression had any meaning at all, it must imply the right of selling or disposing of settlements, which could in no 
other way be withdrawn for the benefit of the holder; that, moreover, he (the Governor) possessed a private right 
by virtue of the building he had caused to be erected with a view to his own residence, and with the permission and 
approbation of the General Government of the province of Louisiana; that, therefore, he would convey to me this 
lot, including his own right, in the double capacity of Governor and private proprietor. I was convinced by the 
Governor’s arguments, and accepted of a patent for twenty-six acres of land, in consideration of an account of ser- 
vices to a considerable amount. 

An example, if wanted, may be drawn from the annals of the United States in favor of my claim. It appears 
(as I am informed) that when the State of Pennsylvania annulled the right of the proprietors over the public domain 
of that State, her sense of justice confirmed to the family of the Penns (notwithstanding their adherence to the ene- 
inies of the republic) all their manors, and every inch of land which had been separated from the domain by any public 
act, and although in the possession of the proprietor, was held sacred, asa private property. Will the United States 
be less just or less magnanimous than an individual State? Will they refuse to a friendly Power the right of com- 
pensating one of their servants, by conveying to him their right to a pittance of land, which has so long been a pri- 
vate property, and purchased by the money of Government? I would suppose not. 

I presume, gentlemen, that the above mentioned circumstances will convince you that I possess a very strong, 
equitable, and, most probably, a legal right to the lot in question. Under your protection, I will flatter myself with 
the hope that no act of Congress will be passed infringing my right. 

have the honor to be, &c. 
WILLIAM DUNBAR. 


Messrs. Lartmore, ALsTon, and STEDMAN. 


Copy of Major Stephen Minor’s declaration. 


At the request of the corporation of the city of Natchez, I declare that the space of ground adjoining to the city, 
generally called the Green, was, at the time of laying out the town, reserved by order of the Governor, to be after- 
wards disposed of as Government might think fit. That the Governor caused a house to be commenced, for his own 
residence, upon a part of this space, but being blown down by a hurricane, he thought proper to rent the house of 
the subscriber for Government use, and his own was not rebuilt. _ a 

With respect to the shed called the market-house, the materials of which were purchased by subscription, and 
which was built upon aline of one of the streets of the town, it is well known that John Scott, the carpenter, presented 
his account for building the same to Governor Gayoso, some time before the departure of the Spanish troops, and 
the funds subscribed not having been sufficient payment of said account, the Governor ordered that the materials of 
the market-house should be taken away by the said Scott, in payment of his demand; and that afterwards, Mr. 
Dunbar having received of the Government titles to the said Green, did purchase of John Scott his right to the said 


shed called the market-house. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA AND VIRGINIA YAZOO COMPANIES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 13, 1804. 


Mr. Nicuoxsow, from the committee to whom was re-committed a report* upon the petitions of the South Carolina 
and Virginia Yazoo Companies, made the following report: 


That, when this subject was re-committed to them, there had been a pape that the Virginia Yazoo Com- 
pany, and the Upper Mississippi Cumpany, were in fact the same. Upon this point, a great variety of documents 
were submitted to the committee, but the subject appeared to be involved in so much intricacy that no satisfactory 
— could be drawn. The documents are laid on the table, in order that the House may, if they think proper, 
examine them. 

The committee, however, have no reason to change the opinion expressed by them in their former report. 


Sir: 

I have sent you, agreeably to your request, sundry documents relating to the Virginia Yazoo Company; to 
which I have subjoined a narrative of such facts, and circumstances connected with the subject, as have fallen within 
my knowledge. ; 

I am, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
W. HAMPTON. 
The Hon. Josreru H. Nicnoxson, Chairman of a Committee of the House of Representatives. 


Jl narrative explanatory of the documents respecting the el ledg: Yazoo Company, sent to Mr. Nicholson, on 
the 27th January, 1804, by Wade Hampton. 


Some time in the month of October, 1794, at the city of Philadelphia, I met a Mr. William Call, of the State of 
Virginia, and, in some conversations I had with him, understood, I believe for the first time, the expectations enter- 
tained that the State of Georgia would offer for sale, at the next meeting of her Legislature, some part of her West- 
ern territory. Mr. Call further stated, that the company known by the name of the Virginia Yazoo Company had 
it in contemplation to renew their proposals to purchase; that he was engaged in an agency for that company, the 
object of which was to obtain funds to meet the purchase; and for this ce he had_been authorized to admit 
some new partners into the company. ‘These conversations with Mr. Call produced, at Richmond, on my return to 
South Carolina in December following, an interview with Mr. David Ross, and the agreement between him and 
myself, marked A. Soon after my arrival at home, I transmitted to Mr. John B. Scott, the agent of that company 
at Augusta, a copy of this agreement, and signified my readiness to fulfil it. His answer is contained in two letters 
marked B, Nos. 1 and 2. These letters, as I then thought, not affording a sufficient security for the advance of so 
considerable a sum of money as he required, I concluded to wait upon Mr. Scott in person, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing from him an evidence of the interest I might be allowed to hold, and of fixing, explicitly, the terms upon which I 
was to hold it. I arrived at Augusta on the 22d or 23d of December, and, to the best of my recollection and belief, 
on the day on which the last vote in the Legislature of Georgia was given to the act passed for disposing of her 
Western territory. On my arrival, Mr. Scott consented that [ should old the share, or twentieth part embraced in 
my agreement with Mr. Ross, on condition of my paying that proportion of the expenditures of the company from its 
commencement in 1789, and a like proportion of the sum of five thousand dollars, deposited by Mr. Scott in the 
treasury, in part payment of the purchase. pe 

The tract of country proposed to be purchased by Mr. Scott, at this time, does not appear to be so large by one- 
half as that of 1789. His proposals to the Legislature will be seen in the paper marked C, and probably one of the 
causes for reducing his purchase will appear from the papers marked D, Nos. 1 and 2. From the latter papers, and 
other information, I learn that Mr Scott did not arrive at Augusta until after the Georgia Company had made their 
a in which they had included the country in question. , MUA 

n the act which had now passed the Legislature, Mr. Scott’s boundaries were the same which his proposals con- 
tained, and each individual that held under him in Georgia, so far as I know, myself among the number, held the 
same under a certificate signed by him, as agent for the Virginia Yazoo Company. This act, after — through 
the various forms, and being signed by the Speakers of the two Houses, was sent to the Governor for his assent. He, 
however, thought proper to reject it, and, on the 29th of December, returned the bill to the House in which it origi- 
nated, with his objections stated. ; ; 

To remove these objections, the supplementary act was passed, and ratified on the 7th of January, 1795. By this 
act, as the ‘Governor had recommended, about one-fourth of the lands proposed to be purchased by the different 
companies was reserved to the State. Each company, I have been told, had to relinquish in that proportion. 

In the progress of the latter act, Mr. Scott thought proper to get the style of his company changed from the Vir- 
inia Yazoo to the Upper Mississippi, and to have my name added as a grantee. His reasons for the first measure 
never understood, nor have I any recollection of being consulted about the latter, until_after it had been adopted. 

In this state the business remained, until some days after the supplementary act was ratified, and Mr. Scott had ob- 
tained the grant under it. On the 9th of January, he called the Sonbabien together, and stated to them, Ist. that 
as the purchase had been so much reduced by the supplementary act, it was reasonable their shares should be reduc- 
ed in the same proportion; and for this purpose, the purchase was divided into twenty-five, instead of twenty shares; 
and 2dly, that all certificates of shares issued by him, as agent for the Virginia Yazoo Company, should be returned 
into his hands, and that the persons holding them should receive, in lieu thereof, certificates signed by all the grantees. 

To both these propositions the shareholders assented, and Mr. Scott then produced to the other grantees a view 
of the company, similar, as well as I recollect, to the one contained in the paper marked E, Mr. Scott, until this 
moment, having been the sole agent. The other grantees, as well as all interested, were alike ignorant of the dis- 
positions he had made of the purchase; nor did any one feel it his duty, or right, to inquire 9! further into the state 
of the business than res wah his own particular interest. About the 16th of January, Mr. Scott made an offer to 
sell all his interest in the company, and Mr. Nightingale made a similar offer about the same time—I became the 
the purchaser of both. Neither received less, and I believe both something more, than one thousand four hundred 
dollars for each share over and above the purchase money to the State. By this transaction, Mr. Scott put about ten 
thousand dollars, in cash, in his pocket. ; i 
_ What the engagements or stipulations between him and _ his other partners were, I never was informed; but the 
impressions left on my mind were, that all his original associates would have had a right to a participation of the land 
he purchased, had he not made sale of the same, and, of course, that they were entitled to a proportion of the proceeds 
of it, unless, by some act of their own, they had forfeited their right. 

io W. HAMPTON. 


*See No. 87. 
26 p 
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A. 
Ricumonp, December 8th, 1794 


Sir: 

In virtue of powers vested in me by the Virginia Yazoo Company, by a resolution passed at their meeting on 
the 14th of July last, and in consequence of your propositions made to me through William Call, jun. of the 14th of 
October last, I do agree, in behalf of the said company, that you shail be admitted a partner therein for one share, or 
twentieth part thereof, on the following terms. The sum of one hundred and seventy-six dollars and eighty-eight cents 
of a dollar, is the amount of the sum actually expended on each Share, prior to the 14th of July last, which sum is pay- 
ble to the company whenever demanded, together with a due proportion of all other expenditures from the said 14th 
of July last. Also, the sum of four thousand six hundred and eighty-seven dollars and five cents, as one-hundredth 
part of the sum originally contracted for, with the State, together with the sum of three hundred and twelve dollars 
and ninety-five cents, assessed on each share, as a fund to supply the delinquencies of partners ofa certain descrip- 
tion, on whose lands, in the company’s hands, there will be a lien for the repayment of this advance. 

This makes, in all, exclusive of the proportion of expenses, the sum of five thousand dollars, specie, to be‘held sub- 
ject to the call of the company, but will not be asked for until there is a certainty of obtaining the grant, for which 
purpose you are to be prepared to pay the said sum of five thousand dollars at Augusta, during the present session 
of Assembly, or as soon as you shall be advised it is actually necessary. 

You Siilbe pleased to subjoin your acceptance of these terms, and execute a power of attorney to some person to 
sign ¢he articles for you, and to vote, as your proxy, at the meeting of the company; and I shall take care to have 
you recognized as a partner, and your share entered on the books at the first meeting of the company. 

Iam, sir, your humble servant, 
DAVID ROSS, 


in behalf of the other partners of the Virginia Yazoo Company. 


Col. Wave Hampton, present. 
Acceded to December 8, 1794. 
W. HAMPTON. 


B. No. 1. 
Aveusta, December 17, 1794. 


Yours of yesterday is just handed to me by your brother; I am very sorry it had not come a few days sooner. 
The funds of the company having not been sent on to me, particularly those from our partners in Philadelphia, 
has greatly embarrassed me, and I shall not be freed from the embarrassment unless I get four thousand dollars from 
them or yourself before the bill for disposing of the Western lands shall actually pass the Legislature. It has al- 
ready passed one branch, and is at this moment on its second reading before the other. Mr. Watkins, whom I beg 
leave to recommend to your attention, has undertaken to deliver you this, and will return immediately with your 
answer. I am, however, happy to find from your letter, that I am at liberty to call on youffor the sum above men- 
tioned. I trust, with certainty, that Mr. Watkins will be enabled to return in time to save a forfeiture, which the 
company will otherwise certainly incur. If I do not see you in Augusta, before I return to the northward, I shall 


with pleasure callon youasI return. : 
I am, dear sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
JOHN B. SCOTT, 


Agent for the Virginia Yazoo Company. 


Sir: 


Col. W. Hampton. 
B. No. 2. 
Aveusta, December 17, 1794. 

Since my letter of to-day, [have hada conversation with your brother on the subject of your connexion with 
the Virginia Yazoo Company. The views and designs of the company have necessarily undergone considerable 
change from another company applying for the lands which the Virginia Company have pretensions to. I learn, 
from Mr. Ross’s letter, that you are also one of that company. I find myself unable to answer your brother satisfac- 
torily on the subject, since [ have no power of dissolving the contract entered into between yourself and Mr. Ross; 
yet it may not be improper for me to give my opinion, which, although it cannot do away or alter the contract, will 
show that I have no design to do you injustice. 1 suppose, as the extent of our purchase has been so reduced as 
that the sum stipulated by your contract will exceed your proportion, including the past charges, ‘yet the company 
will consider themse!ves bound to refund whatever that overplus may be. I hope it will be in your power to be in 
Augusta before the end of the session; should this be the case, 1 have nodoubt but you will find that, although the 
purchase is much reduced from the original design, yet, that the prospect; of gain is only reduced in the same pro- 
portion; and when that reduction has been the effect of necessity only, it will be cordially acceded to by all who are 


interested. 


Sir: 


I am, sir, with great respect, your faost obedient servant, 
JOHN 6. SCOTT. 


oe 


John B. Scott, on behalf of the Virginia Company, proposes to purchase from the State of Georgia vacant terri- 
tory included in the following boundary: Beginning at the mouth of Bear creek, on Tennessee river} thence up 
the most southern source of the same; thence, a due west course, to the Tombigbee; thence, along the said Tombig- 
bee, to a parallel of latitude that shall be forty-five British statute miles, south of the northern boundary line of the 
State of Georgia; thence, along the said parallel of latitude, a due west course, to the Mississippi; thence up the Mis- 
sissippi, to the northern boundary line of the State of Georgia; thence along the said boundary line to the Tennessee 
river; thence along the said river to the place of beginning. The said John B. Scott to pay to the State in the same 
proportion per acre and in the same manner that the Georgia Company shall pay. The said boundaries are supposed 


to contain two millions eight hundred and eighty thousand acres. 
J. B. SCOTT. 
NoveMBER 23d, 1794. 


D. No. 1. 


Whereas, by agreement dated the 27th day of November, 1794, made and entered into between John B. Scott, 
agent for the Virginia Yazoo Company, of the one part; and James Gunn, George Walker, and Matthew McAllister, 
and their associates, called the Georgia Company, of the other parts; it was understood that the said John B. Scott 
should, on or before the 5th day of December, 1794, advance and loan to the said James Gunn, George Walker, and 
Matthew McAllister, the sum of ten thousand dollars, in consideration that the said James Gunn, George Walker, 
and Matthew McAllister, and their associates, called the Georgia Company, should withdraw their then application 
to the Legislature of Georgia, for the purchase of a part of the vacant and unappropriated lands within the said State, 
and should aid and assist the said John B. Scott in procuring from the State an act for disposing of the said lands 
to the said John B. Scott, as agent aforesaid. Now these presents witness, that the said James Gunn, George 
Walker, and Matthew McAllister, and their associates, hath released, _— up, and cancelled the said agreement. 
He, the said John B. Scott, agent as aforesaid, in consideration thereof, doth agree that the said James Gunn, George 
Walker, and Matthew McAllister, or their agents or assigns, shall hold, as tenants in common with the said Virginia 
Yazoo Company, three-twentieth parts of all the lands which the said Virginia Yazoo Company may purchase from 
the State of Georgia, under an act of Assembly now before the Legislature, for disposing of a part of the Western 
territory of the State, and for other purposes; upon condition that the said James Gunn, George Walker, and Mat- 
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thew McAllister, or their agents or assigns, shall pay to the agent of the Virginia Yazoo Company, three-twentieth 
parts of the sum which the said company shall contract to give to the State for the land aforesaid, or deposite the 
same in the treasury of Georgia, whenever thereunto required by the said Virginia Yazoo Company, after the Ist 
day of August next; and shall at all times hereafter, when called on, pay three-twentieth parts of all expenses 


which the company shall hereafter incur in extinguishing Indian claims. . 
iven under my hand and seal, as agent for the said Virginia Yazoo Company, at Augusta, this 27th day 


[t. 8] of December, 1794. 
JOHN B. SCOTT, “gent for the Virginia Yazoo Company. 


D. No. 2. 


In answer to your note, I have only to say that my agreement with the Georgia Company was founded on an 
understanding by both parties, that the agreement was only to take effect in case the companies succeeded in their 
views. It is now believed we shall succeed, and I shall consider myself bound to loan the money to your company. 
But a very great doubt remains with me whether the funds I expected from the northward will arrive in time to 
enable me to make payment for you. I shall give you the earliest information in my power if this event should take 


place. 


Sir: 


With real respect, I am your humble servant, 
JOHN B. SCOTT. 


GrorceE Wa ker, Esq. 
E. 
Shares held in the Upper Mississippi Company, viz: 


John Powell, Britton Dawson, William Howell, Benjamin Harris, Hugh McGee, George Wyche. 
Reuben Coleman, Edward Watts, Nathaniel Cocke, Fanny Forsyth, Thomas Watkins, A. 


Watkins, and three or four other citizens of Georgia, each in proportion, as to make - - 5 shares 
Wade Hampton, by virtue with his agreement with Mr. Ross, - - - - - 1 do. 
John C. Nightingale, - . - . - - - - - - - 9 do. 
The Georgia Company,* - . P ¥ . ‘ a : ar ee 
Remaining to Mr. Scott, - - - - - - - . : -. 7 

25 in all 


F. 


Ordered, That the three shares which Matthew M’Allister holds, for this company, in the Upper Mississippi 
Company, be by him transferred to Thomas Glascock and John C. Nightingale, they having produced the certificate 
of this company for that amount. 


A copy from the minutes. 
GEO. WALKER, Sec’y Geo. C. 


Dear Sir: Ricumonp, November 14, 1794. 


I am just favored with letters from Mr. Watkins, of the 7th and 9th instant, communicating the very agree- 
able intelligence that you had accepted of the agency for the company, and had set out for Augusta. From your 
intimate acquaintance with this business from the commencement, and through all its stages, you are surely the best 
calculated to ensure success, and I already presage the most favorable consequences from your negotiations. 

I have written te Mr. Fitzsimons that you are, by this time, at Augusta. Ihave urged him, in the strongest 
terms, to have their funds ready at Augusta, and to make such communications to you as he thought proper, and 
have apprized hin that you are invested with ample discretionary powers to bring the business to a close, by com- 
promising with the State on the best terms you can. ‘ 

I concur in opinion with Mr. Watkins, that, rather than fail in our object, we had better yield to a discount on 
the certificates, or we can relinquish a portion of the land to the State in the manner mentioned between Mr. Wat- 
kins and myself, but more fully digested. The relinquishment of a part of the land and a discount on the certifi- 
cates will be the consequence of necessity, and adopted, if better cannot be done. 1 trust the conduct of the Virginia 
Company has given umbrage to none, and will meet the approbation of many, which may smooth the way to success. 

The present rage for speculating in Jands has set every body in motion. The extent and the variety of the ap- 
plications which will be made to the present session of Assembly, will nota little embarrass the members, and, I 
fear, increase your difficulties. It is impossible for us here to foresee what turn the business may take, and impossi- 
ble to give you instructions; every thing depends on your own good judgment and prudence, and to this I very 
cheerfully submit my interest. Although caution and circumspection be essentially necessary, yet, in the critical 
moment, you must act with decision, or the object may be lost. I have urged Mr. Venable to call upon Mr. Fitz- 
simmons and enferce the necessity of immediate attention to this business, which I hope will be done. As there 
is now a regular post to and from Augusta, I request the earliest information of your prospects and I shall not fail to 
make the communication which may be essential. 

I am, with great regard, your very humble servant, 
DAVID ROSS. 
Joun B. Scott, Esq. of Virginia, 
at present at Augusta, in Georgia. 


Vireinia, Ricnmonp, November 28, 1794. 


Dear Sir: 
Last post brought me your favor of the 14th instant, from ot, and am glad to find you were then so 
Ww 


far advanced on your journey. On the same day that you wrote to me, I wrote to you, which you have, no doubt, 
received ere now. As soon as I was advised of your accepting the agency, I communicated the same to Mr. A. B. 
Venable, and also to Mr. Fitzsimons. I reminded the latter to have the funds for the four shares taken by 
himself and others, at Augusta, in due time, and requested that he might correspond with you, and make such com- 
munications as he thought necessary for your information and governance. This is the second letter written to him 
still unanswered; but T hope he has done the needful, and written to you fully by the post. I received a letter from 
Mr. V. last post, dated 20th instant: he has also reminded Mr. Fitzsimons of the critical period, and he promised 
to speak to the others. Mr. Watkins would inform you that Colonel Hampton and Major Nailor poet each to 
take a share. Mr. V. recommends to part from but one share, as they can now be sold upon much better terms: 
from this letter, there is no doubt of it. I have just written to him to re and negotiate for one or two shares more, 
that you may have ample funds; so that it would seem they are fond of the purchase to the northward. Here we are 
too poor to engage in any adventure. I have, by every stage, for five weeks, expected Colonel Hampton and Mr. 
Call; they are not yet arrived. I have again written to the latter, that the proposition made by Colonel Hampton 


* See paper marked F. 
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must be put on a.certainty, and the funds at hand; and have written to Mr. V. that, if the business be not immedi- 
ately closed, he may take other measures. I have no late letters from Mr. Watkins. 
it is impossible for me to form any tolerable idea what turn our affairs may take. There will be a great many 
applicants, most of them dependent on the same source for efficient funds; it is not impossible but those gentlemen 
may have an agent there to co-operate with those most likely to succeed. ‘This is mere conjecture; you will judge 
for yourself from circumstances. I understand a Mr. Hooper is the ostensible agent for our friends in Philadelphia. 
f Mr. Fitzsimons corresponds with you, as I recommended to him, he will no doubt go fully into the subject, 
and let you know his agent for paying the money: if you receive such a letter, you will know what to do; if no such 
letter, you will be embarrassed. However, after all, you will find that very much depends on the idea which may 
be entertained by the other companies, whether the Virginia Company can be useful to the others, or whether 
the interest of the others can be promoted by the ruin of the Virginia Company; and it is more than probable they 
will pursue that conduct most likely to accomplish their own views. Ihave no doubt but you will have a difficult 
task to reconcile so many different interests. Hence, I repeat it, that we can form no proper judgment here. It is 
likely that this is the last session that we may hope for doing any thing; and a compromise, on liberal terms, will be 
better than keeping the business longer in suspense. What compromise will be more acceptable to them I know 
not—whether to extend the price for the said land; to pay part specie, in lieu of part of the certificates; or all spe- 
cie, and allowing a discount on the certificates, or relinquishing to the State a part of the land chequered in with 
ours—all is uncertainty just now. Whilst it may be dangerous to attach yourself too closely to any particular party, 
it vill be no less dangerous to draw on yourself the ill will and enmity of any party; but I am sure that these 
hints are unnecessary to you. I need nottell you how anxious I shall be to hear from you, and I request that you 
may omit not a single post after your arrival. 
I am, sir, your humble servant, 
peace DAVID ROSS. 
Capt. Joun B. Scort, of Virginia, 
at present at Augusta, in Georgia. 


PuitapeLputia, December 3, 1794. 


Sir: 

By a letter I have received from Mr. Daniel Ross, I learn that you had been engaged by the Virginia Yazoo 
Company to attend the meeting of the Legislature of Georgia, for the purpose of obtaining information of the sale 
made by the State to that company, and he wished me to inform you (in case you were successful in your applica- 
tion) how you could be furnished with the proportion of four shares held here, so as to be in time to make good the 
conditions of the purchase. The holders of these shares here (of which I am one) are very doubtful whether the 
grant will be obtained, and have, therefore, thought it unnecessary to send in advance so considerable a sum of mo- 
ney; but, as soon as you can ascertain the practicability of obtaining it, you may either draw upon this place, say 
upon Robert Morris, Esq. for three-fourths, and upon me for one-fourth; or, if that shall be found impracticable, 
either to advise me when the money will be wanted, or send forward an express, and, in_ either case, the money 
shall be forthcoming. If you should have occasion to send, I will thank you to advise me whether bills on Charles- 
ton could be negotiated for any part; because, in that case, I would establish a credit there. You will oblige me 
by advising, from time to time, what the prospects are, and be assured 


I am, with respect, sir, your most humble servant, 
THOS. FITZSIMONS. 
Mr. Joun Scort. 


To the Honorable the Legislature of the State of Georgia. 


The memorial of Patrick Henry, David Ross, Abraham B. Venable, John B. Scott, William Cowan, John Waits, 
and Francis Watkins, in behalf of themselves and others of Virginia Yazoo Company, humbly showeth: 


That your memorialist, in the session of 1789, presented a petition to this honorable House, praying that they 
might become purchasers, for themselves and their associates, of a tract of land in the Western territory of this State, 
which was submitted to a select committee composed of a member from each county, and formed, as your memorialists 
conceive, the contracting party on behalf of the public, who, after mature deliberation, agreed with your memorial- 
ists, agents for the sale of a certain district of land contained within the boundaries particularly described, at the 
price of ninety-three thousand seven hundred and forty-one dollars, payable in paper medium or liquidated debts of 
the State; and a law passed, accordingly, securing to your memorialists the said district of lands, on the payment of 
the aforesaid ninety-three thousand seven hundred and forty-one dollars into the public treasury. 

Your memorialists beg leave to show further, that they lost no time in ratifying and confirming, in the most 
ample manner, the contract which their agents had made; they notified to the Executive Department of the State 
their acceptance of the contract in such terms as bound them for the payment agreed upon, and would have sub- 
jected your memorialists to the suit of the State, had they failed to perform their part of the contract; and your me- 
morialists very reasonably concluded that the agreement for the lands was fully binding upon both parties, and would 
be duly complied with. From this moment your memorialists considered their fortunes as pledged to the State, and 
their reputations with the world, for the performance of the contract on their part. 

They accordingly proceeded to provide payment, in conformity to the true intent and meaning of their contract, 
which sum they tendered to the Treasurer of the State within the time open by law, and which payment was 
refused by the Treasurer, without assigning any reasons therefor: and thus your memorialists have been hitherto 
delayed in obtaining any satisfaction for their money, which remains invested in the capital, for the payment stipu- 
lated to be made, as aforesaid; nor for their trouble, fatigue, and waste of time, which have been greats whilst their 
expenditures in unavoidable and necessary expenses (free from imprudences) amount toa heavy sum. 

And, being conscious of the rectitude of their conduct, as well as the justness of their claim, thus respectfully 
submitted, they presume to ask and look up to the honorable the Legislature for that justice which they humbly 
trust they are entitled to, and which they fondly hope, for the honor and dignity of the State, will not be withheld 
from them. 

Your memorialists, taking a review of their conduct through every part of this business, cannot discover that 
they have been wanting in any matter or thing incumbent upon them to do or perform; nor can it be suggested that 
they have done any thing inconsistent with the respect due to the State, or to lessen that confidence reposed in them. 
They are free to acknowledge that, from sentiments of great respect for the State, and a high regard for the public 
opinion, they have an ardent desire that their negotiations with the Legislature may be such as will accord with and 
be agreeable to the public mind. 

They huinbly pray that this honorable House will be pleased to take up the subject of the purchase made by the 
Virginia Yazoo Company; to revise and so model the same as the justice and wisdom of the House shall devise more 
satisfactory to the public, and consistent with justice to your memorialists; and, relying on the honor and liberality 
of the Legislature, fondly hope that the terms which they shall adopt will be such as the memorialists may with pro- 
priety accept of, and enable them to put their original plan in execution, and become useful citizens of the State. 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 


The foregoing is the original, a copy of which I presented to the Legislature of Georgia while in session in the 
winter 1794-95, 


JOHN B. SCOTT. 
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To the Honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The undersigned, as agent for the Virginia Yazoo Company, finding that the terms proposed by him to purchase 
a part of the Western territory of this State have not been acceded to, and that other terms are held out by the Legis- 
lature for the acceptance of the said company, begs leave to notify to you that he cannot, agreeably to the views of 


the company, accept thereof. 
JOHN B. SCOTT, 


Agent for the Virginia Yazoo Company. 
January Ist, 1795. 


Vireinia, Prince Edward County, to wit: 


This day, William M. Watkins (son of Joel Watkins of Charlotte) came before me, a Justice of the Peace for 
the county aforesaid, who, being first sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, deposeth and saith, that he 
accompanied General John B. Scott in the fall, 1794, to the Legislature of the State of Georgia, then in session at 
Augusta; that he was well acquainted with the transactions of the said Scott, as agent of the Virginia Yazoo Com- 

any, and believes no part of the conduct of the said Scott in that business was concealed from him; that, in 
behalf of the said company, some short time after his arrival, he made propositions to the Legislature respecting 
their claim, and various proceedings were had thereon. At length, it was determined by the said Scott that, as 
the Legislature did not accede to his propositions, to withdraw them; that, immediately upon tlie withdrawal, a 
new company was formed, called the Upper Mississippi Company, who made propositions for the said tract of ter- 
ritory, ——— the Virginia Yazoo Company, in their emma aa were withdrawn; that, in this 
company, the Virginia Yazoo Company had no interest, as this deponent believes: for he knew of the formation of 
the company, saw their articles of agreement, and was himself interested in the said company; that the said Scott 
held seven shares in the said Upper Mississippi Company, but the greater part for others, one of which was for this 
deponent, but no part, as this deponent believes, for the Virginia Yazoo Company; that this deponent has never 
heard it even suggested, until lately, that the Virginia Company had any interest in the purchase made by that, 
or any company, in 1795, and believes they had none; that the above suggestion, as this deponent understands, 
comes from Colonel W. Hampton, who was also interested in the said Upper Mississippi Company, and to whom 
the said Scott, acting as a private individual, made sale of a considerable part, if not of the whole, mf the interest he 
held; and that, in the said sale, this deponent’s interest was included. This deponent being: interrogated, whether 
the said Colonel Hampton was interested in the Georgia Company, says, that, of his own knowledge, he does not 
know it, but that he understood that he was very largely interested. And further this deponent saith not. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, this 16th of February, 1804. 
W. M. WATKINS. 


Sworn to, before me, this 16th of February, 1804. 
C. Scort. 


Whereas John B. Scott, John C. Nightingale, and Wade Hampton, called the Upper Mississippi Company, as 
grantees of the said company, have given to each of us, signers hereto, a certificate that we do and shall hold such 
share, or parts thereof, as are hereafter placed against our names, respectively, of the interest held by the said com- 
— ow these presents witness that we, and each of us, will consider ourselves bound by such rules and regu- 
lations as the said company may adopt for the government and disposition of the general interest of the company, 
in the proportion that we hold in the said company. Given under our hand this ninth day of January, 1795. 


William Howell, one-tenth of a share. 
Hugh Magee, two-tenths of a share. 
Britton Dawson, one-tenth of a share. 
Ben. Harris, two-tenths of a share. 
Reuben Coleman, two-tenths of a share. 
John Powell, one-seventh of a share. 
Fanny Forsyth, one-tenth of one share. 
Nath. Cocke, two-tenths of one share. 
Zach. Cox, for Arthur Fort. 

Nath. Cocke, for Geo. Wyche, one-tenth 
Thomas Watkins, one third of a share. 
Geo. Walton, one share. 


In THE House or REPRESENTATIVES, 11th June, 1790. 


Resolved, That the Treasurers be directed and required to receive no payment, in discharge of any moneys due, 
or owing to the State, but gold or silver, or the paper medium, except where the laws of the State clearly, posi- 
tively, and particularly direct otherwise; any resolution of a former Assembly to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Ordered, That the same be sent to the Senate for concurrence. 


(A copy) Test. JAMES M. SIMMONS, Clerk, H. R. 


In THE SENATE, 11th June, 1790. 


The Senate took up the resolution of the House of Representatives, and agreed to the same, with the followin 
amendment: between the words ‘*medium” and “except,” insert ‘‘issued under authority of ‘an act passe 
the 14th day of August, 1786, entitled an act for emitting the sum of fifty thousand pounds in bills of credit, and 
for establishing a fund for the same, and for other purposes therein mentioned,’ such paper medium to be received 
until the 14th day of August next, and no longer.” 

Ordered, That the same be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 


Extract from the journal. 
Test. THOMAS WATKINS, Secretary. 


The foregoing was concurred with by the House of Representatives. 
(A copy) Test. JAMES M. SIMMONS, Cierk H. R. 


A true copy of exhibit 6, filed with the record in the case of Moultrie and others vs. the State of Georgia, in my 


office. 
EK. B. CALDWELL 
Clerk Supreme Court, United States. 
Ruoves’s, January 31st, 1804. 
Sir: 


It has been communicated by an individual, whose name it is unessential to express, that papers have been 
placed before the select committee appointed to investigate the rights of the Virginia Yazoo Company, which, from 
their supposed character, at the same time that rope | are injurious to the claim of the Virginia Company, have a ten- 
dency, direct or indirect, towards supporting the claims of purchasers claiming under the act ef Georgia of the year 
1795. This has been conveyed in a manner that leaves scarcely a dubitable impression of its truth. It is conceived 
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that the character of these papers ought to be known to the agents of the Virginia Yazoo Company. With what 
propriety such papers are now introduced, or are received by the committee, the agents of the company undertake 
not to decide. ‘They take not the liberty either to discuss or determine the right of the committee to form conclu- 
sions from papers or documents unofficial, which do not appear upon the records of that office. where it explicitly is, 
by law, declared, that within a limited period, every sustaining document should be placed. But granting papers to 
be before the honorable committee affecting the right of the Virginia Company yet unknown to their agents, whatever 
may be their character, or however irregular, it is presumed to be proper, betore a report be drafted, that their nature 
should be ascertained, in order, if not cast aside by the committee as inadmissible, opportunity may be given for 
the introduction of counteractive testimony. © 

With deference and respect, we are, sir, your most obedient servants, 

DAVID ROSS, 
WILLIAM COWAN, 
Agents on behalf of the Virginia Yazoo Company. 
The Honorable Joseph H. Nicuoxson, 
Chairman of the Committee. 


At a meeting of the Virginia Yazoo Company, present, Francis Watkins, Patrick Henry, John Walls, Abraham 
B. Venable, William Call, John B. Scott, and David Ross, for himself, and us attorney in fact for Wade 
Hampton, Esq. in virtue of a power of attorney produced and delivered to the Director, at the house of Francis 
Watkins, Esq. in Prince Edward, 25th July, 1795. 


The company, taking into consideration the purchase which they made some years ago from the Legislature of the 
State of Georgia of a certain tract of country within the same, and upon a review of their negotiations with the said 
State, find they have with good faith done all that was incumbent upon them, as one of the contracting parties; but 
that the State, un their part, had not only refused to permit a grant to issue to the company, but have proceeded to 
make new contracts for the sale of the greater part of the said tract of country to divers persons associated into new 
companies; and whereas every friendly and respectful application to the Government of the said State, for a grant 
for the lands aforesaid, has been made by the company, and withheld by the Government, and being fully impressed 
with the justice of their claim, they will in future prosecute the same in the courts of the United States. 

Resolved, therefore, That the claim of the company to the tract of country purchased from the said State, or so 
much thereof as may be included in the sale or sales lately made by their Legislature, be prosecuted in the Supreme 
Court of Chancery of the United States against the late purchasers, and all others claiming a legal right therein. 

Resolved, also, That Patrick Henry and David Ross be appointed a committee to proceed, immediately in the 
most ee and effectual manner, to prosecute and assert the company’s claims to the said tract of country, and 
that the Director is hereby authorized and empowered to nominate and appoint any member of the company, or other 
fit and proper person, to treat with the said companies, or either of them, upon just and liberal terms, for the same 
tract of country included within their purchases, or any part thereof, as shall be mutually agreeable, in order to 
terminate all differences in the most amicable manner, and that funds shall be provided for the aye of such 
compromise when the said company or companies shall be capable of making a sufficient title for the lands so com- 
promised for, and shall in due form execute the same. : ‘ 

Resolved, That measures be taken for the immediate collection of the sums due from Messrs. Morris, Nielson, 
Greenleaf, Fitzsimons, and Hampton, to be reserved in the hands of the Director, for the purposes of the said 
prosecutions, and other contingent expenses; and that the proceeuings of this meeting be notified to the said gentle- 
men, and their concurrence requested in the future operations of the company, which may render a further advance of 
money necessary, to the amount of five thousand dollars on each share, to be paid into the hands of the Director by 
the 10th day of October next, if called for by him. 


Copy transmitted to Messrs. Morris, Fitzsimons, Greenleaf and Nielson. 


David Ross, Francis Watkins, and Patrick Henry, or any two of them, are appointed a committee to carry into 
execution any measures which they may judge most conclusive for carrying into effect the views of the company, in 
obtaining from the Land Company in Georgia, by compromise, such part or parts of their lands, as to them may 
seem most for the interest of this company. _ 

F. WATKINS, Director. 


26th Jury. 


John B. Scott, who was appointed to attend the Legislature of Georgia at their last session, in order to solicit a 
grant for the tract of country formerly purchased from them by the company, which they refused to comply with, 
and proceeded to make new contracts for the same lands with others, directing the Treasurer, by an order of their 
House, to return the money formerly paid on account of said purchase, now informed the company that he had inad- 
vertently accepted of the said money from the Treasurer, and was ready to deliver it to them; but they unanimously 
refused to accept of it, and in the most express terms deny that they either gave any orders for withdrawing the 
money, or had ariy such intentions; and they not only disavow the right of receiving the said money, but they declare 
that it is, and ever has been, their uniform intention to pay up the balance whenever the Government of Georgia 
shall perform their part of the contract, and permit a grant to issue, agreeably to the original purchase. 


F. WATKINS, Director. 


Lunensurs County, February 14th, 1804. 
Dear Sir: 

In the progress of the business of the Virginia Yazoo Company now before a committee of the honorable the 
House of Representatives of the United States, that committee is desirous to be informed whether there is any 
minute or resolution of the company showing John B. Scott’s powers as agent of the said company to the session of 
the Legislature of Georgia in the winter of 1794-5, in order to obtain the grant claimed by them as purchasers 
under the act of 1789, or to effect terms of compromise therefor; or any such respecting the protest taken by the 
company against the act of Mr. Scott’s receiving back the money (so stated by him) paid by them into the treasury 
of Georgia, in part payment of the said contract. ; 

Please give me your answer, enclosing such originals as you may find relating to the above. 


Yours, sincerely, k 
WILLIAM COWAN. 
Mr. Francis Watkins, Prince Edward. 


Prince Epvwarp, February 16th, 1804. 


Dear Sir: 

I have, as you desire, examined, and do not find in my possession any minutes or resolution of the company, 
which has relation to the powers given General Scott, as agent for the company, to the Legislature of Georgia, the 
session of 1794-5. He did not accept the agency till about November, 1794, and believe there was no meeting of 
the company for the occasion. I did expect he knew the sentiments of the company, with regard to the object of his 
mission, which I understood to be to assert the rights of the company to the land purchased, or to compromise with 
the State. If there were any written instructions of the company for General Scott, I have no recollection of them. 
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The original protest was sent on to you at Washington city, and I have not seen other minutes of the company 


respecting the same. | 
Respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, ; 
F. WATKINS. 


Mr. Wiruiam Cowan, Limenbure. 


Strate or Virernia, Prince Edward county: 


This day Francis Watkins made oath before me, a magistrate for said county, that the facts stated in his foregoing 
letter to Mr. Cowan, are true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 


Given under my hand this 16th day of February, 1804. 
C. SCOTT. 
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CLAIMANTS UNDER THE GEORGIA AND TENNESSEE COMPANIES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, FEBRUARY 17, 1804. 
To the Honorable the Senate of the United States now sitting: 


The memorial of ‘Thomas Young, of the city of Savannah, in the State of Georgia, respectfully showeth: 


That he holds, and is entitled to a certain portion of that tract of land which was, on the —-—— day of Jan- 
uary, 1795, granted by the State of Georgia to James Gunn, Matthew M’Allister, George Walker, and their associ- 
ates. under the name of the Georgia Company: that the tract of land in which your memorialist is so interested, 
being only part of the land granted to that company, is described and ascertained by well known metes and bounds: 
that all the title papers, which evidence the right of your memorialist to this tract of land, have been duly recorded 
in the office of the Secretary of State, previous to the Ist day of January last past: 

That on the —--—— day of February, 1803, your memorialist preferred to the House of Representatives of the 
United States, a memorial upon the subject of the said grant, a copy of which is hereto annexed, to which he refers, 
and prays that the same may be taken as a part of this his memorial. 

our memorialist still maintaining and insisting upon the principles advanced and contended for in that former 
memorial, holds himself bound, and is willing to accept of any or either of the alternatives in that memorial proposed 
for settling and adjusting this unpleasant, troublesome, and expensive business. But more than twelve months 
- having elapsed since that memorial was presented, and your memorialist having already incurred great expense and 
fatigue in pursuing this business, is sorry to find that he is now as distant as ever from this final adjustment, so much 
desired by him, and, as he presumes, by the United States. : 

Your memorialist, therefore, respectfully solicits this honorable body to take up this subject, and to make some 
provision for obtaining, from some competent tribunal of justice, a fair and just decision upon his claim, if any doubt 
exists as to its validity in law or in equity, or that this honorable body will make some provision for having the same 
finally adjusted by compromise. : ake 

Your memorialist having made this purchase, and paid his money, in the ordinary course of business, for property 
guarantied by a legislative act of the State of Georgia, entertains a belief and a confidence that it comports mt the 
honor, dignity, and interest of the United States, and of the Government thereof to protect the individuals of that Go- 
vernment in the possession and enjoyment of their honest and fair acquisitions. As the agents of the United States, 
to whom that honor, dignity, and interest are confided, your memorialist respectfully addresses himself, believing that 
it never can be consistent therewith, or with the wishes of those who manage the affairs thereof, to suppress, by the 
strong hand of power, without regard to right, the just claim of an individual, or in that manner to prevent and evade 
the fair and full discussion of a claim in the way most likely to ensure a decision conformably to the justice and right 


of the case. 
Thus impressed, your memorialist prays this honorable body to take this subject into consideration, and to take 


such measures therein as to justice appertaineth. 
THOMAS YOUNG. ‘ 


by JOHN*T. MASON, his Attorney for this purpose. 


> 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United State, in Congress now assembled: 


The memorial of Thomas Young respectfully showeth: 


That he, the undersigned, is a proprietor in a company entitled to certain lands, derived by purchase from a 
company commonly called the Georgia Company, to whom the lands were originally granted by the State of Georgia, 
under a law of that State, and is deeply interested in a law depending before this honorable body. The grant to the 
original company was for upwards of twenty million acres of land, of which one million nine hundred and eleven 
thousand acres were purcnased by the company in which the undersigned is concerned, having a specific desig- 
nated location, appearing on the plat herewith filed. To these one million nine hundred and eleven thousand 
acres, no part of the Indian title has yet been extinguished. ‘There are no settlers on it, and no conflicting claims 
derived from British, Spauish, or other grants; and, consequently, the company’s pretensions stand on high and 
strong foundation. This purchase, so made from the original grantees, of one million nine hundred and eleven thou- 
sand acres, was divided into twenty-five shares of seventy-six thousand four hundred acres each; of these the under- 
signed holds, in his own right, six twenty-fifths, equal to four hundred and fifty-eight thousand four hundred acres, 
and is attorney and representative of three twenty-fifths, equal to two hundred and twenty-nine thousand two hun- 
dred acres, making, in the whole, nine twenty-fifth parts of said purchase, equal to six hundred and eighty-seven 
thousand six hundred acres, the remaining sixteen twenty-fifths being relinquished by the other purchasers, as he has 
been informed, are now vested in the United States by their treaty with the State of Georgia. 

The undersigned, and those whom he represents, were purchasers from the original company, bona fide, for a 
valuable consideration, and obtained a deed, or conveyance, for their one million nine hundred and eleven thousand 
— on * 4th day of November, 1795, which title so derived, he is informed, and believes, is good and available 
in Jaw and equity. 7 rs Pie ; 

Unwilling to be a judge in his own cause, and not admitting the jurisdiction of this honorable body to decide titles, 
the undersigned will, notwithstanding, most cheerfully submit to have a decision of his right according to the laws of 
the land, in such mode as this honorable body shall suggest, to effectuate it in the most speedy and impartial manner. 
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The land he claims is free from aeons, has superior advantages of soil and situations, is finely 
watered, and has easy access to market, by the Mississippi and Mobile rivers, 

Thus circumstanced, and with the deep interest held by the undersigned, he yet, for the sake of quiet, to avoid 
a. and delay, to harmonize with the operations of Government in the settlement of this tract of country, is 
willing.on behalf of himself, and those whom he represents, to come to a fair, just, and equitable compromise; and, 
therefore, submits the following propositions: 

Your memorialist wishes to be considered as standing alone, unconnected with any other company or individual, 
as the representative of nine shares, or twenty-five parts of the lands before described, which he will sell, surrender, 
and release to the United States, upon the following terms: Let the said six hundred and eighty-seven thousand 
six hundred acres of land be estimated at twenty-five cents per acre, which will make the gross sum of one hundred 
and seventy-one thousand nine hundred dollars. As the original grant to the Georgia Company contained twenty- 
two millions of acres, and in that grant there were reserved one million of acres for citizens to subscribe; deduct 
from the gross sum above stated one twenty-second part thereof to satisfy these claims, that is, seven thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen dollars, and the balance remaining will be one hendeed and sixty-four thousand and eighty-five 
dollars. ‘This sum, divided into nine parts, will show each share to be worth eighteen thousand two hundred and 
thirty-one dollars. 

_ Your memorialist, at this price, will agree to sell and surrender to the United States all the aforesaid shares under 
his control; and, for that sum, receive certificates or evidences of debt for each share, transferable, bearing an in- 
terest from the 1st day of January, 1806, payable only out of the proceeds of sales of the lands contained within the 
limits of the grant to the Georgia Company, and receivable, at all times, according to their value upon the face of 
them, together with the interest thereon accrued, if any there ba, in the purchase of lands, hereafter to be sold by the 
United States,’within the limits ceded by the State of Georgia to the United States, at the current selling price fixed, 
or from time to time to be fixed, by the United States. Or, if preferred by the United States, your memorialist will 
receive evidences of debt, in like manner, at the rate or price of one thousand four hundred and forty dollars per 
share, being twenty cents per acre, to bear an interest from the Ist day of January, 1804, transferable and payable 
out of the beforementioned funds; and, in like manner, receivable for the price of lands. Your memorialist agrees, 
in either event, to postpone the payment of these certificates, till the sum stipulated to be paid to the State of Geor- 
gia is fully discharged. ‘That, if any conflicting claim should arise, or be brought forward by any person claiming 
under the said grant, from the State of Georgia to the Georgia Company, which may or can interfere with any of the 
shares so represented by your memorialist, the same may, and shall, by commissioners to be appointed by the United 
States, be decided in conformity to the principles of law and equity. 


The Honorable the Senate of the United States, now sitting. 


The memorial of James Strawbridge. of the city of Philadelphia, and Thomas Young, of the city of Savannah, 
respectfully showeth: that they are interested in, and, for a valuable consideration, bona fide purchasers of a large part 
of that tract of land, granted on the 24th day of January, 1795, by the State of Georgia, to the ‘Tennessee Company. 
That your memorialist, James Strawbridge, in his own right, and that of others, represents and holds complete power 
over three hundred and nine shares or four hundred twentieth parts of that grant; and that your memorialist, ans 
Young, holds in his own right four shares, or four hundred twentieth parts of the same grant. That, as they are 
informed and believe, most of the other shares in that grant have been surrendered to the State of Georgia. 

That soon after the passage of the act of Congress, entitled, ‘* An act for an amicable settlement of limits with 
the State of Georgia, and authorizing the establishment of a Government in the Mississippi territory,” to wit, on 
the, 18th day of January, 1802, your memorialist, James Strawbridge, then representing a great portion of those who 
were and are interested in the said grant, wrote a letter to the commissioners appointed on the part of the United 
States, in virtue of that act, in which he exhibited to them fully the title and claim of himself, and those that he 
Ages a copy of which letter, marked A, is hereto annexed, which your present memorialists pray ma 
taken as a part of this their memorial. That after the commissioners appointed in the beforementioned act of Con- 
gress had reported to Congress upon the subjects by the said act referred to them, to wit, on the 23d day of Feb- 
ruary, 1802, your memorialist, James Strawbridge, preferred to the House of Representatives of the United States 
a memorial upon the subject of the said grant, and the rights derived under it; a copy of which memorial is hereto 
annexed, marked B, which your present memorialists pray may be taken asa part of this their memorial. 

Your memorialists, still maintaining the principles advanced and contended for in that memorial of James Straw- 
bridge, hold themselves bound to accept. if offered to them, any or either of the alternatives in that memorial pro- 
posed for settling this unpleasant, troublesome, and expensive business. But, having now wasted more than a year 
since that memorial was presented, and having incurred great expense and fatigue, they are sorry to find that they 
“ns now as distant as ever from this final adjustment, so much desired by them, and, as they presume, by the United 

tates. 

Your memorialists, therefore. respectfully solicit this honorable body to take up the subject and make some pro- 
visions for obtaining, {rom some competent and authorized tribunal of justice, a fair and just decision upon their re- 
spective claims, if any doubt exists as to their validity in law or in equity; or to make some provision for having the 
same settled and finally adjusted by compromise. 

Your memorialists, having paid their money in the ordinary course of business, for the purchase of this property, 
guarantied by a legislative act of the State of Georgia, entertain a belief and a confidence that it comports with the 
honor, dignity, and interest of the United States, and of the Government thereof, to protect the individuals of that 
Government in the possession and enjoyment of their honest and fair acquisitions. ‘To the agents of the United 
States, to whom that honor, dignity, and interest are confided, your memorialists respectfully address themselves, be- 
lieving that it never can be consistent with either or with the wishes of our Government to suppress by the strong hand 
of power, without regard to right, the just claim of an individual, or, in like manner, to evade and prevent the dis- 
cussion of aclaim in that way most likely to ensure a decision conformable to justice and right. ; 

Under these impressions your memorialists have applied, and do apply to this honorable body, praying that the 
subject may be by them considered, and that done in the premises}which to justice and right appertaineth; and your 


memorialists, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, &c. 
JAMES STRAWBRIDGE, 


Trustee for the Tennessee Company. 
THOMAS YOUNG, 
Marcu 16th, 1804. by John T. Mason, his Attorney for this purpose. 


A. 
Wasuineron, 18th January, 1802. 
GENTLEMEN: 

I understand commissioners have been appointed by the State of Georgia, and now in this city, for the purpose 
of ceding to the United States part of their Western territory, and that you are appointed by the President of the 
United States to receive the same. ; 

As I am interested, and trustee for a company claiming a tract of land, situated on the waters of the Tennessee 
river, which will be included in that territory, said to be now offered for your acceptance by the State of Georgia, 
for the use of the United States; I therefore beg leave to submit the following documents relative to our claim, for 

our consideration, with the hope that such order will be taken by you, that no dispute may hereafter take place 
twixt the United States and our company, should they succeed to the jurisdiction of that country. 
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First. I hand you a copy of a law passed by the Legislature of Georgia, in December, 1794, and January 1795, 


entitled “ An act for appropriating a part of the unlocated territory of this State for the payment of the late State 
troops and for other purposes therein mentioned.” ' 
By this law lands were sold to four companies; the one by the name of the Tennessee Company is the one we 


a econ, ‘Daa deed of bly to said law, by George Math 
econd. The deed of conveyance, agreeably to said law, by George Matthews, Esq. then Governor of Georgia, to 
Zachariah Cox, Matthias Maher, and their eiaveiatien dated January 24th, 1795; sulk , ry 

Third. A deed of trust from Matthias Maher, and others, now proprietors of these lands, to James Strawbridge, 
Ebenezer Jackson, and Samuel Dexter, trustees, whose authority to act for the company yoo will fully understand, 
by perusing the same. ‘ 

When the company first got organized, they agreed, for their mutual benefit and convenience, to divide their in- 
terest in this tract of land into four hundred and twenty shares, and certificates for that number of shares. were 
issued by Zachariah Cox and Matthias Maher, certifying that the proprietor was entitled to the one four. hundred 
and twentieth part of the interest in said lands. The proprietors of three hundred of these shares have signed the 
deed of trust, and I, as acting trustee, have these shares in my possession. Ihave heard that James Greenleaf, who 
lately failed in the city of Philadelphia, held about forty shares which he gave to his creditors, and that they have 
relinquished them to the State of Georgia; but: this I have no: proof of the remaining shares, I am informed, are in 


the hands of gentlemen in Georgia and Boston. | ' . 
If eny other information you may call for, and it is in my power to give, I will render it with great pleasure. 


With regard, I am, gentlemen, your humble servant, 

JAMES STRAWBRIDGE, 
i Trustee for the Tennessee Company. 
James Mappison, ALBERT GaLuaTin, and Levit Lincoin, Esquires. 2 


To the Honorable the House of Representatives of the United States in nee now assembled, the memorial of 
James Strawbridge respectfully showeth: 


That the report lately submitted to this honorable House by the commissioners appointed in pursuance of the 
act, entitled ** An act for an amicable settlement of limits with the State of Georgia, and authorizing the establish- 
ment of a government in the Mississippi territory,’ has been so recently submitted, that little opportunity has been 
afforded to examine the same with that care and attention that the intevests of your memorialist, and those he repre- 
sents, demand of him. 

That your memorialist, in his own right, owns and possesses thirty-one shares, or four hundred and twentieth 
parts, of that tract of land which was granted, on the 24th day of January, 1795, by the State of Georgia to the Ten- 
nessee Company; that he purchased these shares in the city of Philadelphia in the spring of the year 1795, and paid 
a valuable consideration for the same; that he also represents two hundréd and seventy other shares, or four hun- 
dred and twentieth parts of the said grant, which belong to sundry individuals who purchased the same from the 


original grantees, and paid a valuable consideration therefur, he believes in the spring or summer of the year 1795; 


that these last mentioned shares have been conveyed by the respective owners thereof to your memorialist, in trust, 


with a view to consolidate the interests of so many of the proprietors of this land. 

To these portions or shares of the lands included within the above mentioned grant from the State of Georgia to the 
‘Tennessee Company, your memorialist holds himself clearly and unquestionably entitled, both in law and in equity, 
and will be at all times ready to support and maintain that title whenever the same may or can be brought for deci- 
sion before a tribunal of justice competent to decide thereon. . 

The commissioners, in their report above mentioned, and in the eighteenth page thereof, have expressed them- 
selves thus: ** And without pretending to affirm that the Legislature of the State of Georgia were competent to make 
the decision, they feel no hesitation in declaring it as their opinion that, under all the circumstances which may 
affect the case as they have come within their knowledge, and as herein stated, the title of the claimants cannot be 
supported.” That men should think differently on this subject is not matter of surprise: your memorialist cannot 
have the power or the right to decide upon the validity of his own title, nor can he admit that such a right exists in 
any body, natural or politic, who is or may be interested in the decision of the question. He hopes that it will be 
considered by this honorable House that he is not suing for charity or asking for favors, but that he is asserting and 

a right that he deems unquestionable; he therefore hopes that such measures may be adopted as the wis- 


pursuing a at | Fy a 
dom and justice of this honorable House shall suggest, to enable your memorialist to bring his title for adjudication 


before a competent tribunal of justice. : 
But if it is the wish of this honorable House to purchase and possess the United States of the title held by your 


meinorialist, to free himself from further trouble and expense, he will sell the whole interest therein by him repre- 
sented, not, indeed, upon the terms proposed in the report of the commissioners above mentioned, but upon terms 
which the compact between the United States and the State of Georgia will justify, although your memorialist does 
not concede that this compact can in any way affect or diminish his rights. 

Without meaning to call in question the validity of the title of any of the claimants under grants from the State 
of Georgia, your memorialist begs leave to state, that there never was and never can be a doubt but that the whole 
of the lands contained within the grant from the State of Georgia to the Tennessee Company, are within the esta- 
blished and admitted boundary of the State of Georgia; that the Indian titles te any part. of at tent having never 
been extinguished, there can be no conflicting claims arising from settlement rights. _Whether these circumstances 
make these lands more valuable than those claimed by others, and justify a discriminating price, it is for this honor- 
able House to determine. 

Your memorialist wishes to be considered as standing alone, unconnected with any other company, as the repre- 
sentative of certain portions of the land granted by the State of Georgia to the ‘Tennessee Company, the title to 
which he will #ll and release to the United States upon the following terms: 

The sum of one million two hundred thousand dollars shall be considered as the price or value of the whole 
tract of land granted by the State of Georgia to the ‘Tennessee Company. From this take sixty thousand five hun- 
dred dollars for citizens’ rights, twelve thousand five hundred dollars to satisfy the grant from the State of Georgia 
to the commissioners who surveyed those lands, and seventy-seven thousand dollars as a fund to satisfy and extin- 
guish the claims of settlers, if any such there now be upon this particular tract of country; these sums to be retained 
by the United States. ‘This will reduce the first mentioned sum to one million and fifty thousand dollars, which 
divided into four hundred and twenty parts or shares, will show each share to be worth two thousand five hundred 
dollars; a sum less than twenty-five cents per acre for the said land. 

Your memorialist, at this price, will agree to sell and surrender to the United States all the shares that are or 
may be under his control, and receive for such price certificates or evidences of debt made transferable, and bear- 
ing an interest-at the rate of six per centum per annum from the Ist day of January, 1806, to be paid only out of the 
proceeds of the sales of those lands contained within the limits of the grant from the State of Georgia to the Ten- 
nessee Company, but to be made receivable at all times, (after the completion of the payment stipulated for to the 
State of Georgia) according to the value expressed upon the face of them, together with the interest accrued, if any 
there be, in the purchase of lands hereafter to be sould by the United States within the tract of country ceded to 
+ by the State of Georgia, at the ordinary current price at which the United States shall, from time to time, sell 

e same. 
. . Or, if preferred by the United States, your memorialist will receive evidences of debt in the like manner, at the 
rate or price of two thousand dollars per share, transferable, as before stated, to bear an interest of six per centum 
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per annum from the Ist day of January, 1804, payable only out of the before mentioned funds, and receivable, as 
before stated, in the purchase of lands. And, in either event, Sp memorialist agrees that the payment of these 
certificates shall be postponed until the sum stipulated to be paid to the State of Georgia is fully satisfied. 

And in the event that there should be no claims for settlements within this tract exhibited and made good on or 
before the Ist day of January, in the year 1806, to absorb the said sum of seventy-seven thousand dollars, that then 
the said seventy-seven thousand dollars, or so much thereof as remains unappropriated to the purposes above con- 
templated, shall be divided into four hundred and twenty shares and certificates, or evidences of debt issued for 
the same, upon the principles above stated, and so many of such certificates delivered to your memorialist as he 
shall have previously surrendered and released shares to the United States. 

In case any doubts shall arise as to the power of your memorialist to sell and release to the United States any of 
the shares by him offered to be sold and released, the United States or their agent shall have power to accept or 
reject such surrender and release; and where the same shall be rejected, the United States shall retain the price of 
such share, leaving the said share so refused unaffected by the agreement with your memorialist. 

That if any conflicting claims should arise or be brought forward by any person claiming under the said grant 
from the State of Georgia to the Tennessee reyes be which may or can interfere with any of the shares so repre- 
sented, or to be represented, by your memorialist, the same may and shall, by commissioners for that purpose by 
law to be appointed, be decided in conformity to the principles of law and equity. 

Your memorialist further represents that, of the above mentioned four hundred and twenty shares in the Ten- 
nessee Company, the number of fifty shares have been surrendered to the State of Georgia, and that most of the out- 
standing shares which are not at this time represented by your memorialist may, and probably will, hereafter, be 

laced under his control; in that event, your memorialist will also sell and surrender such shares to the United 


tates upon the terms above proposed. 
JAMES STRAWBRIDGE, 
Trustee for the Tennessee Company. 
Wasuincton, 23d February, 1803. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE LEAD MINES IN UPPER LOUISIANA. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, NOVEMBER 8, 1804. 
By message from the President of the United States, of which the following is an extract: 


‘* The lead mines in that territory (Louisiana) offer so rich a supply of that metal as to merit attention. The 

report, now communicated, will inform you of their state, and of the necessity of immediate inquiry into their 
: ps quiry 

occupation and titles.” 


a Sr. Louis, June 16, 1804. 
IR: 

In consequence of a request made me by Captain Lewis, before he left this, I now do myself the honor of 
enclosing you a copy of a dissertation on the Lead Mines in Upper Louisiana, furnished me by Moses Austin, Esq. 
This gentleman owns an extensive mine, situated about thirty-eight miles back of St. Genevieve, which he has 
worked for some years past, and, from his education and experience, I conceive him to be better calculated to give 
correct information on the subject than any other man in this quarter. 

I am, sir, with sentiments of high respect, your very humble servant, 


AMOS STODDARD, 


Captain and first Civil Commandant of Upper Louisiana. 
The Preswent of the United States. 


Sir: 

Agreeably to your request, I have annexed a memorandum of the number, extent, and situation of the Lead 
Mines in Upper Louisiana. with an estimate of the average quality of mineral produced, and the number of hands 
employed at each mine; with the probable quantity which may be annually produced, when the country becomes 
populated so as to afford workmen sufficient to occupy the mines to advantage. 


NAMES OF THE MINES. 


1, Mine a Burton, 6. Mine a la Plate, 
2. Mine & Robuna, 7. Mine & Joe, 

3. Old Mines, 8. Mine & Lanye, 

4. Mine Ranault, _ 9 Mine a la Mott, 
5. Mine & Maneto, 10. Mine a Gerbore. 


1. The Mine a Burton, situated thirty-eight miles west northwest of St. Genevieve, was discovered by Francis 
Burton, about the year 1763, on a fork of Grand river, ten miles from its junction with the main river, after which 
it takes the name of Ranault’s fork of the Merimack, and unites with that river, about twenty-five miles above its 
junction with the Mississippi. The Fouche Ranault is navigable in the spring season, within ten niles of the Mine 
& Burton. In the year 1798, a concession of one league in surperficies, comprehending about one-third part of the 
mine, (on condition he should erect a smelting furnace, and establish a lead manufacture) was granted to Mr. 
Austin, all of which he has carried into execution.. Francis Burton, also, obtained a grant of four acres, as a com- 
pensation for the discovery. : : . 

There is a small village at this place, of twenty families, who cultivate a little land near the mines, but have no 
concessions. ‘Two grist mills, with a saw mill, furnish the inhabitants with grinding and plank. 

The greatest part of the workings at the Mine & Burton are in an open prairie, which rises nearly a hundred 
feet above the level of the creek. ‘The mines may be said to extend over two thousand acres of land; but the prin- 
cipal workings are within the limits of one hundred and sixty acres; and perhaps no part of the world furnishes 
lead ore in greater quantities and purity. The mineral is found within two feet of the surface of the earth, and it 
is seldom the miners dig deeper than ten feet; not that the mineral discontinues, but because they find it trouble- 
some to raise it.out of the ground; the French miners being unacquainted with the utility of machinery, and gene- 
sy able to procure plenty nearer the surface. 

he manner in- which the mines have been wrought renders it impossible to determine whether the mineral ter- 
minates in regular veins or not; for when the miner finds himself ten or twelve feet below the surface, bis inexpe- 
rience obliges him to quit his digging and begin anew, notwithstanding the appearance of mineral may be good. 
Thus, one-half his time is taken up in sinking new holes or pits. ‘ 

The mineral is of two putes, gravel and fossil mineral. The gravel mineral is found immediately under the 
soil, intermixed with gravel, in pieces from one to fifty pounds weight of solid mineral. After passing through the 
gravel, which is commonly from three to four feet, is found a sand rock, which is easily broken up with a pick, and 
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when exposed to the air, crumbles toa fine sand. This rock also. continues five or six feet, and contains mineral 
nearly of the same quality as the gravel: but mineral of the first quality is found in a bed of red clay, under the 
sand rock, in pieces from ten to five hundred pounds weight, on the outside of which is a white, go d, or silver 
colored spar or fossil, of a bright, glittering appearance, as solid as the mineral itself, and in weight as three to two; 
this being taken off, the mineral is solid, unconnected with any other substance, of a broad grain, and what miner- 
alogists call potter’s ore. When it is smelted in a common smelting furnace, it produces-sixty per cent.; and when 
again smelted in a slag furnace, produces fifteen per cent. more, making, cleanly smelted, seventy-five per cent. 

e gravel mineral is incrusted with a dead grey substance, the eighth of an inch in thickness; has small veins of 
sulphur through it, and will not produce more than sixty per cent. when cleanly smelted. 

When I first knew the Mine & Burton, in the year 1797, the French smelted their mineral in stone furnaces, 
somewhat similar to limekilns. At the bottom they put a floor of the largest logs to be found, setting smaller ones 
round the sides of the furnace. Ina furnace thus arranged, is put from three to five thousand pounds weight of 
mineral); and a fire being lighted under the bottom of the furnace, is kept up until the mineral is entirely smelted. 
burnt, or lost in the ashes. In this way each miner smelted his own mineral; extracting about three hundred and 
fifty pounds of lead from each thousand pounds weight of mineral: but, since my works have been established, they 
have found it more advantageous to sell their mineral than to smelt it themselves. 

In the year 1798, there were twenty French furnaces; but, in 1802, one only was in use. . 

The time for working the mines is from August to December. After harvest, the inhabitants of St. Genevieve 
and New Bourbon resort to the mines; the rich send their negroes, and the poor class depend on the mines to furnish 
them with lead to purchase all imported articles. From the middle of August to the fifteenth or twentieth of Decem- 
ber, there are from forty to fifty men employed in digging mineral; the remainder of the year but little mineral is 
drawn from the mines, and but few hands employed. From the year 1798 to 1803, the average quantity of mineral 
may be stated at five hundred and fifty, or six hundred thousand pounds, French weight, each year; procured, 
mostly, in four months, by not more than fifty men. The same number of hands employed the year round would 
produce at least fifteen or sixteen hundred thousand pounds, making proper allowance for spring rains. From the 
extent of the mines one thousand men might be employed to equal advantage. 

2. Mine & Robuna, two miles east-southeast of the Mine & Burton, was discovered about the same time. This 
mine has not been wrought for many years, until the last season; a few experiments were made, and a small quantity 
of mineral raised. The old diggings are not extensive, although it is said large quantities of mineral were drawn 
from the mine on its first discovery. It is public property, and there is every reason to believe will become advan- 
tageous when the population of the country shall afford workmen to open and work the mines. . 

3. Old Mines, so called from being discovered many years before the Mine a Burton. It is said the old mines 
were opened and wrought by Mr. Ranault, about the year 1726, at the time he explored this country for the famous 
Law and company. It is situated five miles northeast of the Mine & Burton, on the discovery of which it was 
abandoned, mineral being found in great abundance at the new mines. The old mines remained in this situation 
until February, 1802, when fifteen French families made a settlement near the mines, and have formed a village, 
since which the mines have been opened, and the last year produced three hundred and sixty thousand pounds 
weight of mineral of an excellent quality, not inferior to the best produced at the Mine & Burton. A gold colored 
fossil, similar to that found at the Mine a Burton, is also connected with the mineral taken from this mine. 

The prospect of obtaining immense quantities of mineral from the old mines, is at present very flattering, and 
there is not the least doubt of their being equally extensive as the Mine 4 Burton. The present workings, with the 
old, include about one hundred acres of land. The mines are elevated, and may be easily drained to the depth of 
a hundred feet. 

In. the el 1799, a grant for four hundred acres of Jand was obtained, and surveyed in 1800, but includes no part 
of the workings; therefore, the mine, with the adjacent lands, excepting that concession, may be considered as public 
property. No smelting furnace has as yet been erected at this place, except a French one, most of the mineral being 
transported to the Mine & Burton to be smelted. The greatest number of hands employed at the old mines, at any 
one time since the late establishment, has not exceeded twenty-five or thirty, and those only for a few months. 
It is not improbable that the space between the old mines and the Mine & Burton may produce mineral in as great 
abundance as either of the mines. The Fouche Ranault is navigable within seven miles of this mine. 

4. Mine Ranault, situated six miles north of the Mine & Burton, on a creek of the same name. Little can be 
said relative to this mine, it not having been wrought for more than seventy years; but, from information, and the 
extent of the diggings, a large quantity of mineral was drawn from it. It was discovered and opened by Mr. 
Ranault, about the year 1724-5, with an expectation of finding silver ore. The country near the mine is hilly and 
broken. It is supposed that Ranault’s concession, granted by the King of France, if ever it should be brought for- 
ward, will comprehend the mine. ‘The mineral drawn from these mines is of a good quality, generally found in 
limestone rock, in regular veins, and is said to be inexhaustible. I know of no reason why they have been so long 
neglected, unless I attribute it to the discovery of mines nearer the settlements, and the small number of workmen 
to carry them on. As they are within ten miles of navigation, by the Fouche Ranault, great expectations of their 
utility to the public may justly be entertained. 

5. Mine & Maneto, or American mines, on Grand river, was discovered and opened in the month of October, 
1799, by the Americans settled on Grand river: is situated twelve miles east-southeast of the Mine & Burton. The 
appearance of the mines being very flattering, a plan was executéd by Messrs. Valle and Pratt, of St. Genevieve, to 
dispossess the Americans of the privilege allowed in such cases, of four acres in superficies, as a compensation to the 
discoverers of mines. In 1803, Mr. Pratt brought forward two concessions, one for himself, of one thousand acres, 
the other in the name of his son, a minor, for eight hundred acres. In consequence of these concessions, the Ameri- 
cans have been excluded from the mines. a 

The Mine 4 Maneto, from its flat position, will not admit of deep mining, the water rising at the depth of fifteen 
feet, and the situation is such it cannot be drained. The mineral is found within two or three feet of the surface 
of the earth, in a soft, grey limestone rock, in small particles. The rock lies in a horizontal position, in sheets of 
five or six inches in thickness. Two or three layers of this rock are found one under the other; between each is a 
layer, either of clay or mineral, one or two inches thick; most commonly mineral. In places where the rock will 
admit of sinking eight or ten feet, the mineral is found in thin flakes, covered with an iron-colored rust. Before _ 
the mineral can be smelted, it requires to be pounded and washed; after passing through this operation, out of one 
thousand pounds, as it is taken from the mines, three or four hundred rd is found to be mineral. Notwithstand- 
ing this additional labor, the ease and facility with which the mineral is procured would leave a handsome profit in 
the hands of experienced workmen; but, to the present holders, yields but little. There is not the smallest appear- 
ance of the marcasite to be found in these mines. ‘The land carriage to St. Genevieve, from the mines & Maneto, 
is about twenty-six miles. : 

7. Mine & la Plate, situate ona river of that name, about two miles from its junction with Grand river, and 
eighteen miles east-southeast from the Mine & Burton, was discovered in October, 1799, by an American; but the 
injustice done the settlers at Grand river, in the affair of the Mine & Maneto, discouraged those concerned in the 
discovery from making any great attempts to open and improve it. [n 1800, thirty thousand pounds weight of 
mineral was drawn from the mine by two Americans; obtained near the surface. The mineral assumes the appear- 
ance of regular veins, and there is not a doubt but that this mine will be very productive. A silver colored fossil is 
found at this mine, but not in such quantities as at the Mine & Burton. The mine, at present, is unoccupied for 
the reasons before mentioned, and will remain so until a more favorable moment. 3 

The land carriage, from the mine to St. Genevieve, is about twenty miles. The mine may be considered as the 
property of the public. . 

7. Mine & Joe, on Grand river, about four miles from the Mine a la Plate, and fourteen southeast of the Mine 

*& Burton, was discovered by Messrs. Baker and Ally, American settlers at Grand river, in September, 1801, but 
was taken from them in 1802, by one of those acts of injustice not uncommon in absolute Governments. While 
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Messrs. Baker and Ally were suffered to work the mine, they obtained mineral in abundance; but since it has been 
in the hands of the present holders, it has produced but little. This mine is said to be private property, which ren- 
ders it difficult to ascertain its extent and richness; but, from circumstances, it is supposed not to be very extensive. 
The mineral is found in pieces of several hundred pounds weight, pure, and solid. 

8. Mined Lany. This mine is situated six miles west of the Mine a Joe, and sixteen south-southeast of the 
Mine & Burton. It was discovered about the year 1795, and bears the name of its discoverer. The mine has not 
been much wrought, and from what I can Jearn, never produced any large quantity of mineral. It is net in much 
repute, and at present is unoccupied. ; Lae. 

9. Mine & la Mott is situated on the waters of the river St. Francis, six miles from the main river, and thirty 
south-southwest of St. Genevieve; was discovered by Mr. Ranault about the year 1723 or 1724, who made an explo- 
ration, but finding ‘no silver ore, he abandoned it. About the year 1723, a man by the name of La Mott opened 
and wrought the mine, after whom it is called. ; 

Mine.a la Mott differs in every respect from the mines on Grand river, and its vicinity. ‘The situation is flat 
and low; the water bad, and unhealthy. The mineral is found in regular veins, from two to four feet solid. Five of 
these veins have been opened and wrought. They are found within four or five feet of the surface, with a declina- 
tion of about forty-five degrees, but cannot be mined deeper (on account of water) than twenty-five feet, and to that 
depth only in the dry season. The mineral is of a fine steel grain, said to contain fifty ounces of silver to a ton of 
lead, and is highly charged with sulphur. Notwithstanding the French inhabitants of this country have followed 
the mining business upwards of eighty years, re they have not advanced in the art of smelting a step beyond their 
aucestors; the methods they pursue bespeak their surprising ignorance. As the Mine d la Mott differs from those 
already described, so does their mode of smelting. . The first process is, by depositing the mineral in a pile of logs, 
after the manner sea shells are burnt to lime; the piles being set on fire and consumed, the quantity of lead pro- 
duced is five per cent. It is then put into a furnace of stone, such as before described; from this ‘process, if well 
attended, is produced fifteen per cent. more. After this second burning, they consider the mineral in a proper state 
for smelting; therefore, collecting it from the ashes, they again put it into the furnace, arranged with logs at bottom 
and sides, and make an end of smelting. From the last process they commonly obtain about fifteen per cent., 
making thirty-five per cent. the greatest quantity obtained. 24 

At the Mine a la Mott is also found, in beds, what the miners call gravel mineral, because it is found inter- 
mixed with the soil, like fine gravel, in particles from the size of a pin’s head to that of a hickory nut. ‘This mine- 
ral, after an imperfect washing, is put into a furnace, where it is suffered to melt into a slag, no attempt being made 
to create a fluxility.of the metal from the dross; it is then put intoa furnace, not unlike a miller’s hopper, with a 
grate at bottom; underneath a fire is lighted, and continued until the slags are all melted, ‘and a partial fluxion 
effected: this mode of smelting produces about two hundred and fifty pounds of lead to a thousand of mineral. Not- 
withstanding the immense loss in smelting, the richness of the mines, and the small expense in obtaining the mine- 
ral, leaves an astonishing profit to the proprietors. I found, by experiments, that the mineral, in the hands of skilful 
smelters, will produce sixty, and some of the veins seventy per ‘cent. About the year 1738-40, the Mine A la 
Mott was considered as public property, and the people in general were allowed to work at it. At that time it 
furnished almost all the lead exported from the Lllinois: but soon after the discovery and opening of the Mine a 
Burton, the Mine & Ja Mott was, in a great measure, abandoned; the mineral at the Mine & Burton being tnuch easier 
melted. ‘The Mine a la Mott is at this time claimed as private property, in consequence of which the inhabitants 
in general are denied the privilege of working; therefore, the annual quantity of lead is greatly reduced. For the 
years 1802 and 1803, the quantity of lead made at the Mine a la Mott did not exceed two hundred thousand 
pounds weight, although about thirty men were employed from four to six months in each year. It is evident that 
fifty men, under a proper manager, with a good smelting furnace, might produce five or six hundred thousand pounds 
weight of lead per annum. ae 5 ; 

it is difficult to-say what part of the mine is private property, but, from the best information, about fifty or sixty 
acres have been granted at different times. ‘The mine, although not so extensive as the Mine a Burton, is supposed 
to comprehend a much larger boundary than what is granted to individuals, and may be of consequence to the pub- 
lic. The river St. Francis will not admit of navigation for a hundred miles below the mines; therefore, the pro- 
duce of the mines must be transported by land to St. Genevieve, which is the nearest to water carriage. 

10. Mine 4 Gerbore, on the waters of the river St. Francis, eighteen miles north of the Mine a la Mott, is also 
a discovery of Ranault, who made an explorement in 1745, but not finding silver ore, the principal object of his 
researches, he abandoned it. After which it was wrought by a Mr. Aura, and others, until the Mine & Burton was 
discovered, when it was again abandoned. ‘The old diggings are extensive, but the quantity of lead produced | 
have not been able to ascertain. It is said to be equal to any of the mines in the country. The commandant of 
New Bourbon has a concession of a league in superficies, comprehending the mines. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


Within twelve months past, severa! discoveries have been made near the Mine a Burton. Valuable lead mines 
have been likewise discovered about two hundred miles up the river Merimack; some of the mineral I have seen, 
which is of a good quality. In short, the country for twelve or fifteen miles round the Mine a Burton exhibits 
strong appearances of mineral. In all the small creeks mineral is found washed down from the hills, and it is not 
uncommon to find in the draughts leading to creeks and rivers, and in gulleys made by the spring rains, mineral in 
pieces from ten to fifty pounds weight brought down by the torrents. Some hundreds have been collected in this 
way. Nocountry yet known furnishes greater indications of an inexhaustible quantity of lead mineral, and se 
easily obtained. One motive to render the mining business generally advantageous is, that every farmer may be a 
miner, and, when unemployed on his farm, may, by a few weeks’ labor, almost at his own door, dig as much imine- 
ral as will furnish his family with all imported articles. From a view of the lead mines in Upper Louisiana, it may 
be seen that nothing is wanting but an increase of population to augment their produce to a surprising degree. It is 
also evident there are valuable discoveries yet to be made. It may, therefore, be matter of consideration with the 
Government, whether the donation of four acres in superficies to the discoverers of mines would not be advanta- 
geous to be continued. ‘The Spanish Government have also allowed the inhabitants to work on public lands, free 
from any kind of tax. A continuation of this privilege will exhaust both the mines and timber, without the least 
advantage to the public. On the other hand, if a heavy imposition is imposed, it may discourage the mining busi- 
ness; yet the man who can, with his pick and shovel, make his thirty, forty, and sometimes bis hundred dollars 
per month, may. well afford to pay a sinall tax to Government. : ve 2 

The country about the mines is broken, but not mountainous, and furnishes the best of land for cultivation, and 
streams of water sufficient for all kinds of water ‘works. Grand river rises ten miles southwest of the Mine & Bur- 
ton, and in its course forms nearly three parts of a circle round the mines, and loses its name in the Fouche Ranault, 
which is navigable to the Mississippi; they unite ten miles north of the Mine & Burton, and it is remarkable that, in 
forming this circle, its distance from the mines does not exceed fourteen miles in any one place. It also furnishes 
both land and water, of a superior quality, sufficient for eight or nine hundred families. 

Thus situated, the time cannot be far distant when: this country will furnish lead sufficient, not only for the con- 
sumption of the United States, but all Europe, if moderate encouragement is given by Government, and protection 
against the Osage Indians, who yearly plunder the inhabitants. vy ’ 

The mines on the waters of the St. Francis are capable of furnishing vast quantities of lead. The Mine a la 
Mott has been styled the gold mine, as descriptive of its wealth; and if under proper management would verify the 
observation. 

From the annexed estimate it will be found that the gross produce of all the mines, now occupied, amounts to 
thirty-six thousand five hundred dollars. ‘The whole number of workmen employed, including miners, smelters, 
wood-cutters, and carters, has not exceeded one hundred and fifty men. of which number one hundred and twenty 
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may be supposed to work four months, and’ the remaining thirty the year round. From this’ calculation, it will be 
found that each man employed in the business averages forty-three dollars per month. . 
To this may be added the increased value on one hundred and twenty thousand pounds weight, manufactured at 
the Mine a Burton, into shot and sheets, which makes the export valuation forty thousand and one hundred dollars 
per annum, the average produce for three years past. Admitting one thousand men to be employed: the year round 
at the different mines now known, and the quantity of lead produced ‘to be in proportion to what is now obtain 
by one hundred and fifty men,.a supposition by no means extravagant, the proceeds are found to amount to five 
hundred thousand dollars, and upwards. This calculation, perhaps, by some, may be deemed incredible; but the 


riches and extent of the mines justify the calculation. 


An estimate of the produce of the several mines. 


Mine & Burton, 550,000 Ibs. mineral, estimated to produce 66 2-3, is 366,666 2-3 lbs. 
lead at $5, is - - - $18,333 33 








To which add $30 (on 120,000 Ibs. manufactured ) to each thousand, is _ - 3,600 00 
—————. $21,933 33 
Old mines, 200,000 Ibs. mineral, estimated to produce 66 :2-3,is 133,333 1-3 lbs. lead, ; 
_at $5 per cwt., 18 : - wig - - - - $6,666 67 
Mine a la Mott, 200,000 Ibs. lead, at $5 percwt.,is ——- - - - 10,000 00 
Suppose at all the other mines 30,000 Ibs. lead, at $5, is - : - 1,500 00 
| — 18,166 67 
Total amount is, - ~ $40,100 00 


When the manufacture of white and red lead is put into operation, the export valuation will be considerably 
augmented on the same quality of lead. 


The following table will show the present population of the Mine.a Burton, and its vicinity. 























Division of Settlements. Distance from American fami- | French families. | Whole number of inhabitants. 
Mine a Burton, lies. 
Mine & Burton, including se- Suppose each family to 
veral plantations, - - - - - 14 | - 12 | consist of eight persons, the 
| whole number will be seven 
Bellevue, - - - - 10 - 20 | hundred and twenty-eight 
souls. 
Old mines, - . - - 5 - . - 15 
Grand river, - - - - 12 - 30 
Total, - - 64 - Q7 | 


























In June, 1799, when I removed my family to the Mine & Burton, tiie whole number of inhabitants settled on the 
Grand river and its waters did not exceed sixty-three or four persons, consisting of eight families. 

N. B. Some late transactions, by order of the Governor of St. Louis, if valid, will entirely change the situation 
of the public property within ten miles of the Mine & Burton. Surveys of all the lands worthy of- notice have been 
made, with an intention to include every spot of land supposed to contain mineral. These surveys amount to thirty 
or forty thousand acres, and have been made, except in a few instances, since the first of the present month. 

The above observations and estimates are as accurate as the nature of things would admit, and the shortness of 


time I have had to collect information. All of which are submitted with respect. 
MOSES ‘AUSTIN. 


Frpruary 13, 1804. 
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CLAIMANTS UNDER THE GEORGIA MISSISSIPPI COMPANY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, NOVEMBER 30, 1804. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: | 


To the President and Members of the Senate, and to the Speaker and Members of the House of Representatives of 
said States, in Congress assembled, November, 1804, the memorial of the undersigned, in behalf of the holders 
of the title of the Georgia Mississippi Company, to lands lying within the Mississippi territory, most respect - 


Sully represents: , : 
That, at the time when Congress saw fit to erect a Government within the Mississippi territory, by their act 
passed June, 1798, the claimants, represented by the undersigned, presented a memorial to the then’ President of 
the United States, setting forth the nature of their title, derived from the grantees of the State of Georgia, and lay- 
ing claim to the lands contained within the limits of their grants; and, accordingly, the rights of individuals are 
expressly declared by said act to be unimpaired thereby; which memorial was afterwards laid before certain commis 
sioners appointed by an act of Congress, passed the eighth day of May, 1800, for the purpose of treating with com- 
missioners from the State of Georgia for the cession of said territory; by the seventh section of which act the rights 
of individuals to the soil are declared to be as valid as if said act had never been passed; and, by the tenth section 
of the same act, the said commissioners are authorized to receive from the claimants propositions for the compromise 
of their claims, and report the same to Congress, with their opinion thereon. In obedience to this law, the claim- 
ants, whom the undersigned represent, attended at the seat of Government, at a heavy expense, during the whole 
negotiation between the two Powers, and. exhibited their claims to the commissioners of the United States, and en- 
tered a caveat with them, against the purchase of any part of the lands claimed by your memorialists; but at the 
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same time manifested their readiness to enter into a compromise and adjustment of their claims on reasonable terms, 
agreeably to the intentions of the act. The commissioners, however, from motives of prudence, declined to enter 
into a negotiation with the claimants, until they had finally completed the articles of cession with the commissioners 
of the State of Georgia; but constantly assuring the claimants, that proper regard would be had to their claims in 
the adjustment; accordingly, in the articles of cession they saw fit to reserve the right, on the part of the United 
States to appropriate five millions of acres of the ceded territory, or the proceeds thereof, for the purpose of com- 
pensating the claims not otherwise provided for, in the articles of cession; of the claims not so provided for, your 
memorialists aver, those under the ‘act of Georgia of January, 1795, were specially and principally contemplated 
by the commissioners of the United States, and assented to by those of Georgia. As the treaty of cession required 
the ratification of the State of Georgia, and the commissioners of the United States chose to submit the same to the 
approbation of Congress, they deferred any further negotiation with the claimants until such ratification should be 
had; accordingly, at the session of Congress of 1802-3, the claimants again attended, and under the then existing 
law, exhibited to the commissioners their claims, and the derivation of their titles from the grantees of the State of 
Georgia, and after many communications between the commissioners and the claimants, certain propositions were 
made by the latter, but not acceded to by the formers upon which, at the end of the session they made their report 
to Congress, with their-opinion of a compromise; which not being accompanied: with the assent of the claimants, 
was not acted upon by Congress; but at the same time they passed another act, in which they made an appro- 
priation of the five millions of acres for the purpose of compensating for such claims on said territory, as Congress 
should see fit to provide for, agreeably to the terms of the treaty; and by said act the Government again invited the 
claimants to make propositions of compromise to the commissioners, who were directed to report the same to Con- 
gress at their next session; and the claimants were therein called upon to record all the evidences of their titles in 
the office of the Department of State, at their own expense; in obedience to this act, they have, at great cost, re- 
corded the evidences of their title, and attended the whole of the last session of Congress, ready to enter into the 
proposed compromise; but a bill introduced for the purpose of empowering commissioners to make a final adjust- 
ment with the claimants was postponed until the first day of the present session. . 

Your memorialists, therefore, again present themselves before Congress respectfully to declare their readiness to 
enter into a negotiation fora compromise of their claims, within the conditions and limitations of the cession of 
Georgia, with any commissioners who may be authorized thereto, reserving all their rights at law, ‘in case the com- 
promise should not be effected. ‘This mode of compensating the losses, and extinguishing the claims on said terri- 
tory, by compromise, your memorialists conceive to be congenial to the views and intentions of the Government of 
the United States, as expressed in the several acts above alluded to, and assented to by the State of Georgia in their 
act of cession, and has been so confidently relied on by the claimants, as a pledge of the public faith and honor, that 
they have hitherto looked to it as a certain resource tor indemnity, and have patiently submitted to the heavy ex- 
penses with which its tedious progress has been attended. ; 

Should Congress think it more for the interest of the United States, that the titles of the claimants, to their 
whole extent, should have a judicial decision, they pug | request that Congress would be pleased to pass an act 
directing the title of your memorialists to be submitted to the decision and final determination of the judges of the 
Supreme Judicial Court of the United States, agreeably to the principles of law and chancery; to such an act your 
memorialists will cheerfully submit. ne : : 

They have hitherto forborne to make any display to Congress of the legal and equitable = on which their 
title rests, as they had conceived that the Government of the United States, by their repeated public acts on the sub- 
ject, had contemplated a different mode of settlement, and by repeatedly inviting the claimants to make propositions 
of compromise, had intended to merge all considerations of the original transactions by a mutual concurrence in such 
compromise but, as in the course of the public debates on this subject, and by the report of the commissioners, their 
title at law has been called into question, they have thought it expedient to lay before Congress a vindication of their 
title, and the principles and authorities upon which they should support it, in any of the established courts of law 
or chancery. And they have also endeavored to answer all the objections that they recollect to have been yet 
made against them. This vindication is now in the press, and the undersigned ask leave ¢o present a copy thereof, 
when ready, to each:member, who, by a full examination thereof, may be enabled to judge for himself, what mode of 
settlement it will be most for the interest of the United States to adopt—whether a compromise, the extent of which 
is limited by their own arrangements with their grantors, and by which the United States will certainly secure to 
themselves above thirty millions of acres of land; or a legal decision, by which the United States may lose that 
quantity, in the attempt to secure the additional five millions. The claimants are now ready to accede to either 
mode. If it should be said, that we may pursue our rights at law without the interposition of Congress; we answer, 
that to contend with the Government of their country is not only unpleasant to the feelings of very many of the 
claimants, but they are ready to acknowledge might be deeply injurious in its consequences; for, although under 
some of the monarchies of Europe, their humble subjects are indulged with ‘‘the petition of right,” under which, by the 
decrees of their judges in chancery, the hands of their sovereigns may be removed from the possession of the lands of 
their subjects, yet for the citizens of the American Republic no such right is recognized. If, therefore, from motives 

- of policy, the Government of the United States shall see fit to hold these lands unalienated for a century to come, 
the claimants, during that period, must remain without remedy, except by actual entry, in hostility to the claims of 
the nation: they could recover possession by judgment of law, only lot by lot, as the Government may see fit to dis- 
pose of them; a circumstance, which must involve them in a multiplicity of law suits, for time immemorial, the 
expenses and delay of which would probably be more ruinous to them than the loss of their property in the first 
instance. “* The delay of justice is its denial.” ar 

It is, therefore, to the magnanimity and high sense of honor and justice, which govern the measures 6f the Ame- 
rican republic, that they confidently appeal, and cannot doubt, that, under the influence of these virtues, Congress 
will feel it right to adopt one or other of the two methods above proposed for the immediate settlement of their 
claims. In all events, your memorialists most respectfully and earnestly pray, that Congress will come to some 
definitive resolution on the subject, that the claimants may no longer be exposed to a fruitless and expensive pursuit 
of what they conceive to be their rights. oa 

And, as in duty bound, shall pray your memorialists, 


PEREZ MORTON, pagans of the holders of the Georgia 
GIDEON GRANGER, Mississippi Company’s purchase. 
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TIME EXTENDED FOR REGISTERING TITLES TO LANDS SOUTH OF TENNESSEE 
DERIVED FROM THE STATE OF GEORGIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 4, 1804, 5 
Mr. Crark made the following report: 


The committee appointed to inquire into the expediency of extending the time for claimants to lands under the State 
of Georgia, lying south of the State of Tennessee, to register the evidences of their titles with the Secretary of 
State, submit the following report and resolution: 


It appears to your committee that, on the 3d day of March; in the year 1803, a law passed the Congress of the 
United States, entitled ‘* An act regulating the grants of Jand, and providing for the disposal of lands of the United 
States, south of the State of Tennessee;” in the eighth section of which, lands are appropriated for the satisfaction 
of claims recognized by the articles of agreement and cession between the State of Georgia and the United States, 
and for satisfying, quieting, and compensating such other claims to lands of the United States, south of the State of 
‘Tennessee, not recognized by the said articles of a and which’ were derived from any act, or pretended 
act, of the State of Georgia, which Congress may think proper to provide for; with a proviso, that no other claims 
shall be embraced by the said appropriation but those, the evidences of which shall be on or before the first day of 
od next, after the passing of the said law, recorded in books kept for that purpose in the office of the Secretary 
of State. 

A period of not quite ten months, the time allowed for registering claims under the said law; a period so short, 
as to admit the probability of its elapse, without being known to all the claimants, in time to avail themselves of its 
provision; and it actually appears to your committee, there are claims to lands not registered under the said law, 
which were derived from the State of Georgia near to the year 1795, and to which there may be no objection to the 
manner in which they were acquired, and may entitle the owners to a —— out of the land reserved by the 
said articles of agreement and cession between the State of Georgia and the United States. 

Therefore, Resolved, ‘That it is the opinion of your committee, that the further time of —— months ought to be 
allowed to claimants to lands under the State of Georgia, south of the State of ‘Tennessee, to register the evidences 
of their titles with the Secretary of State of the United States. 
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CLAIM OF THE UNITED STATES TO LANDS IN TENNESSEE. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 8, 1805. 


Mr. Brav ey, from the committee to whom was referred the bill entitled “ An act declaring the assent of Congress 

‘to an act of the General. Assembly of the State of North Caroiina,” with instructions to inquire what have been 
the acts of the State of North Carolina and Tennessee, in relation to the lands claimed by the United States, 
within the State of Tennessee, made the following report: 


That it had not been in the power of the committee to possess the advantage of the statute laws of the State 

‘of Tennessee; that, on as strict examination as the committee had been able to make of the laws of North Carolina, 

they — the following digest, which, in their judgment, comprises the most material doings of that State in rela- 
tion to the subject. : 

In April, 1782, an act passed ‘* For the relief of the officers and soldiers in the continental line,” in which the 
State engaged to each officer and soldier a certain quantity of land apportioned to the respective grades in thé line, 
and appointed commissioners to examine, and superintend the laying off the land in one or more tracts. 

In April, 1783, an act designated _the land on which the officers and soldiers might enter and survey, and boun- 
ded the same as follows, to wit: ‘‘ Beginning in the Virginia line, where Cumberland river intersects the same; 
thence, south fifty-five miles; thence, west to the Tennessee river; thence, down the Tennessee to the Virginia line; 
thence, with the said Virginia line, east, to.the beginning;’’ and by the same act allowed the officers and soldiers the 
term of three years, from the first day of October, then next, to secure their land, and prohibited all other persons 
from making entries thereon, during the said term, except certain settlers on Cumberland river, and empowered the 
Secretary of State to issue warrants of survey; and, at the same time, designated what lands the Cherokee Indians 
should have and enjoy, and declared all entries, grants, or purchases made of their lands to be utterly void. 

In October, 1784, an act provided that in. case the tillable land within the boundaries laid off for the officers and 
soldiers of the continental line should be insufficient to’ satisfy their claims; the deficiency should be made, up on 
any unappropriated lands within the State. : : 

In November, 1785, an act passed the Legislature, granting a further time of eighteen months for the completing 
of surveys, as well for all persons who had entered lands with any of the entry takers, as for all warrants granted by 
the Secretary of State to the officers and soldiers of the continental line, previous to the passing of said act; and 
at the same session, by a subsequent act, appointed commissioners to liquidate the accounts of the officers and sol- 
diers of the continental line, and directing that the commissioners should sit as a board the first ten days in April, 
May, and June then next, and no longer, and that all accounts which should not be exhibited within that time 
should be forever thereafter of no effect. 4 fe 

In November, 1786, an act passed, allowing a further time of two years, from and after the expiration ‘of the 
limitation by law then existing, to complete the surveys west of the Apalachian mountain, and twelve months to the 
officers and soldiers of the continental line; and the further time of two years for registering military grants. 

Thus stood the law in the State of North Carolina, when, in November, 1789, the Legislature passed an act to 
authorize, empower, and require certain persons therein named, to execute a deed or deeds, on the part and behalf. 
of said State, conveying to the United States of America all right, title, and claims, which the said State of North 
Carolina then had to the sovereignty and territory of the lands now comprehended within the State of Tennessee, 
upon certain express conditions, and subject thereto; among which conditions, the fellowing appear only to be mate- 
rial in the present question, to wit:—* That ,the lands laid off, or directed to be laid off, by any act or acts of the 

. General Assembly of this State, for the officers, and soldiers thereof, their heirs and assigns, respectively, shall be 
and endure to the use and benefit of the said officers, their heirs and assigns, respectively; and if, the bounds of the 
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said lands already prescribed for the officers and soldiers of the continental line of this State shall not contain a 
sufficient quantity of lands fit for cultivation, to make good the several provisiuns intended by law, that such officer 
or soldier, or his assignee, who shall fall short of his allotment or proportion, after all the lands fit fer cultivation 
within the said bounds are appropriated, be permitted to take his quota, or such part thereof as may be deficient, in 
any other part of the said territory, intended to be ceded by virtue of this act, not already appropriated. And 
where entries have been made agreeable to law, and titles under them not perfected by grant, or_ otherwise, then, 
and in that case, the Governor for the time being shall, and he is hereby required to perfect, from time to time, such 
titles, in such manner as if this act had never been passed: and that all entries made by, or grants made to, all and 
every — pnd persons whatsoever, agreeable to law, and within the limits hereby intended to be ceded to the 
United States, shall have the same force and effect as if such cession had not been made; and that all and every 
right of occupancy and pre-emption, and every other right reserved by any act or acts to persons settled on and 
occupying lands within the limits of the land hereby intended to be ceded, as aforesaid, shall continue to be in full 
force in the same manner as if the cession had not been made, and as conditions upon which the said lands are 
ceded to the United States. And further, it shall be understood that if any person or persons shall have, by vir- 
tue of the act entitled ** An act for opening the land office for the redemption of specie, and other certificates, and 
discharging the arrears due to the army,” passed in the year 1783, made his or their entry in the office usually called 
John Armstrong’s office, and located the same to any spot or piece of ground, on which any other person or persons 
shall have previously located any entry or entries, that then, and in that case, the person or persons having made 
such entry or entries, or their assignee, or assignees shall have leave, and be at full liberty, to remove the location 
of such entry or entries te any lands on which no entry has been specially located, or any vacant lands included within 
the limits of. the lands hereby intended to be ceded: Provided, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be 
construed to extend, to the making good any entry or entries, or any grant or grants, heretofore declared void by any 
act or acts of the General Assembly of this State.” 

On the 25th day of February, 1790, Samuel Johnson and Benjamin Hawkins, then being Senators in Congress 
from the said State, by virtue of the power and authority given to them in and by said act, by their deed of that 
date, conveyed to the United States all right, title, and claim which the said State of North Carolina had to the 
sovereignty and territory of the lands now called Tennessee, on the conditions mentioned in the said act. At the 
same session in which the session act was passed, in 1789, a law passed giving a further time of three years for sur- 
veying all lands entered in the office of John Armstrong, and for-all military warrants issued by the Secretary of 
said State. and all pre-emption rights in the district of Mero. 

In December, 1794, a law passed, declaring all grants for lands entered -in the Land Office, which had not been. 
registered within the time before allowed by law, should be allowed two years after the passing of said act, to register 
the same; and in the same session made it the duty of all persons, who entered lands in the entry taker’s office 
to pay the purchase money to the Treasurer, and take his receipt for the same. And in November, 1795, declared 
all entries for lands where the purchase money had not been paid to the Treasurer agreeably to law, null and: void. 
And all entries then in future to be made for a greater quantity than three hundred acres, where the purchase money 
should not be, paid within six months from the date of such entry; and, if a less quantity, twelve months from the 


date of such entry; all such entries void, and of no effect. 
In November, 1796, an act was passed providing that the clerks of the county courts, where the books of the 


entry takers were in their possession, should issue warrants of surveys by order of the court, and declaring that the 
lands then lying in the counties of Wilks, Burke, and Buncombe, which might have been entered with the entry 
taker of Washington and Green, in the State of Tennessee, should not be surveyed, until it should be proved in 
the manner therein provided, that the purchase money for the lands claimed had been paid; and by the same law 
allowed a further time of twelve months, from and after the rising of that Assembly for the payment of the purchase 
money to the ‘Freasurer,of all lands before entered, even where the entries had lapsed and become void under the 
operation of the then existing laws; and, by the same act, all entries of lands that had been made since the 15th day 
of November, 1797, [1787] unless surveyed as therein directed, and grants procured thereon on or before the first 
day of January, 1799, were declared utterly void and of no effect; and providing also, that in all future entries, 
untless the person claiming the same should complete his title, by taking out a grant for the same within two years 
from the date of such entry, the same should become utterly null and void, and the land so entered should be 
deemed vacant land, saving, however, entries west of Pigeon river, in Buticombe county; warrants for military 
lands, and warrants for lands entered in John Armstrong’s office, &c.; and by a subsequent law, the same session 
empowered the Secretary of State, at any time before the Congress of the United States should open an office for 
the sale of their lands, within the bounds prescribed, for the officers and soldiers of the late North Carolina line of 
continental troops, to issue new grants to such officers and soldiers, whose former grant covered lands which had 
been before granted, and directed the manner of proceeding therein; and provided further for issuing new warrants, 
where the furmer warrants had been lost, and ‘srenpatess the issuing of grants and warrants from the office of John 
‘Armstrong, unless it was proved that the purchase money had been we § 

In November, 1797, an act passed for the limitation of land entries, the first section of which is in the following 
words: “ That all lands heretofore entered with any entry taker in this State, and which have not been paid for, 
and all lands which shall be so entered inthe course of the present year, and shall not be paid for, shall continue 
and remain the property of the enterers, their heirs or assigns, so far as an entry, without the payment of the pur- 
chase money to the State, and without obtaining a grant, may be held to vest a title in the same; nor shall any such 
entries become ‘void, nor shall the lands so entered revert to the State until the last day of December, 1798, at 
which time, and on which day, it is hereby expressly enacted and declared, that all entries now made, or which 
shall be made up to the time aforesaid, that is to say, that all entries now made and which shall be made up to the 
close of the year 1797, and which shall not be paid for, shall become null, void, and of no effect, to all intents and. 

urposes; and the lands which may have been so entered and not paid for, shall, on the first day of January, 1799, 
be considered as having reverted to the State, and, as being vacant, shall be liable again for any person to enter and. 
secure the same; and in like manner it shall happen yearly and every year, that is to say, it shall be considered 
that all lands entered in 1798, otherwise on the first day of January, 1800, such entries shall lapse, and the lands 
shall revert to the State, and shall be liable to be entered again by any person wishing the same in common with 
other vacant and unappropriated lands, the lands entered in such preceding year, being in any event to be paid for 
in the following or succeeding one, otherwise, and in case of failure, all such entries shall become and shall be held 
as being null, void, and of none effect whatsoever. And by the third section of the same act, the operation of all 
acts or clauses of acts which came within the purview and meaning thereof, are suspended until the first day of 
January, 1799; and by a subsequent act of the same session suspended the issuing of military warrants or grants by 
the Secretary, and all grants.or warrants from the office of John Armstrong, for the space of one year from the 
rising of that Assembly, and. appointed a board of commissioners to detect frauds and forgeries committed in obtain- 
ing military warrants, and for bringing to punishment all persons concerned therein, as well officers of the Govern- 
ment as all others. aa a 

In November, 1798, an act passed prohibiting the issuing of duplicate warrants, and giving a further time until 
the first day of January, 1800, to all enterers of lands since the 15th day of November, 1777, to accomplish their 
surveys, and perfect their titles; and allowed a further time to all entries of lands made between the 8th day of 
February, 1795, and the first day of January, 1798, until the first day of October then next, to pay the purchase 
‘money to the State, and declaring all such as were not paid by that te null and void, and should be deemed 
lapsed entries; and by a subsequent act, the same session, constituted the Judges of the superior courts of law, and 
courts of equity, or any three of them, a court of patents, with power to repeal, vacate, and make void all such 
grants or patents as appeared to be made against law, or obtained by fraud, surprise, or upon untrue suggestions; 
and the same session repealed the appointment of Colonel Martin Armstrong, surveyor, and discontinued his oftice 


at Nashville, and appointed a board of commissioners to investigate the frauds suggested to have been committed 
in the Secretary’s office, in obtaining land warrants for military services, and in obtaining warrants from the office 
lately kept by John Armstrong, and in obtaining 
further issuing of warrants by the Secretary, unt 


— or warrants in either of the above cases, and suspended all 
il the Assembly should order otherwise. 
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In November, 1799, an act was passed, reciting that, whereas many frauds were suggested to have been com- 
mitted in the Secretary’s office, the Governor for the time being was therein empowered to issue a commission to 
the judges, empowering them to hold a special and unusual court, as therein pointed out, for the trial of such per- 
sons as shall or may be apprehended for or on account of their having committed, or been concerned in, the com- 
mission of frauds in the Secretary’s office, or in the office of John Armstrong, or Martin Armstrong, in the fraudu- 
lent issuing, procuring, receiving, or transferring land warrants, or in the fraudulent issuing, receiving, or 
procuring grants on such warrants, at any of the said offices; and by a subsequent act of the same session, directed 
all military warrants to be cancelled, which had issued to officers and soldiers, where it appeared from the muster 
roll such officer or soldier had served for so short a time as not to be entitled to so large a quantity of land as ex- 
pressed in the warrant, and new warrants to issue corresponding with the time of service, and prehibited the issuing 
any grant, or any warrant where the officer’s or soldier’s name, in whose favor the warrant issued, did not appear 
on the muster roll, unless specially authorized by the General Assembly, or where they had been reported as just by 
a former board of commissioners. ‘ 

In November, 1800, an act passed to allow all persons who had made entry of lands since the first day of Jan- 
uary, 1799, until the day previous to the meeting of the next annual General Assembly, to pay the purchase money 
to the State, till which day it should not be deemed a lapsed entry. And by a subsequent act of the session, for the 
purpose of perfecting the titles of the officers and soldiers of the continental line of that State, in the fourth section 
it is enacted, “ that all claims for lands by the officers and soldiers of the continental line of this State, during the 
Revolutionary war with Great Britain, and all demands for the same which shall not be applied for, and received 
either by the person who performed the service, his heirs or assigns, before the first day of December next, shall , 
be forever thereafter barred, and no military land warrant shall issue after the time aforesaid, on any account what- 
ever, any law, usage, or custom, to the contrary notwithstanding.” ; 

In November, 1801, an act passed, extending the time on all bona fide entries of lands made previous to the 
first day of January, 1798, and which had been paid for until the first day of December, 1802, to have said lands 
surveyed and returned into the Secretary’s office, and declaring all such lands not surveyed, and returned into the 
Secretary’s office, by the day aforesaid, to be void, and lapsed ands to the State 3 and all lands so surveyed, and 
returned as aforesaid, where the claimant thereof shall not cause the same to be perfected. into grants, before the 
first day of January, 1804, the same is declared null and void, and lapsed lands to the State; and by a subsequent 
act of the same session, the fourth section of the act passed in November, 1800, is repealed, and all claims for lands 
by the officers and soldiers of the continental line, which shall not be applied for, and received before the first day 
of January, 1803, are declared to be forever barred, and no military warrants to issue after that time on any war- 
rant whatever. 

Thus far the committee have been able to present to the view of the Senate a very short statement of the acts 
of the State of North Carolina, to the year 1802; from that period to the present the committee have not been pos- 
sessed of sufficient documents to make a correct statement on that subject. 

They submit the following amendment to the bill declaring the assent of Congress to an act of the General As- 
sembly of the State of North Carolina. 

At the end of the bill, insert the following: 

** Provided, That nothing contained in this act shall be construed in any manner to affect or impair any right 
whatever, which accrued to the United States in virtue of an act of the General Assembly of North Carolina, en- 
titled **.4n act for the purpose of ceding to the United States of America certain western lands therein described.” 


[The following is the act to which it is proposed to give the assent of Congress. ] 


An act to authorize the State of ‘Tennessee to perfect titles to lands reserved to this State by the cession act. 


Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of North Carolina, and it is hereby enacted by the authority 
of the same, That, upon this act being agreed to, and ratified by the State of ‘Tennessee, as an agreement between 
this State and the said State of Tennessee, and upon the assent of Congress being obtained thereto, the said State of 
Tennessee shall have full power and authority, and is hereby vested with full power and authority, to issue grants, 
and perfect titles to all claims of land lying in the said State, which, under and agreeably to an act entitled, ** An 
act for the purpose of ceding to the United States of America certain western lands therein described,” passed by the 
Legislature of this State in the year 1789, remained and were reserved by the said act, to be issued and perfected 
by this State, in as full and ample a manner as the State of North Carolina possessed the same, under the following 
conditions and restrictions: 

That no grant shail be issued by the said State for any lands which, by the aforesaid act, and the laws of this 
State then in force, or made in pursuance thereof since the passing of said act, might not have been issued by this 
State. Nor shall any grant be valid, but those issued on bona fide claims, and within the provisions and reserva- 
tions of the before recited act, and such as would have been valid, if the same had been issued by this State, under 
the act aforesaid, and the laws then in force, and such as have been since made in pursuance of such act of cession. 

That in entering and obtaining titles to lands, no preference shall be given to the citizens of Tennessee over 
citizens of any other State, claiming under this States; nor shall any occupancy or possession give preference in 
entering or obtaining titles, so.as to injure or take away the right of any person now claiming by entry, grant, or 
otherwise, under this State. 

That no grant shall issue to Martin Armstrong, or his deputies, or any person or persons claiming under him or 
them, for any services as surveyor, until a final settlement between the State of North Carolina and the said Arm- 
strong shall be made; after which grants shall issue for such lands as he may be entitled to. 

That this State reserves, exclusively, the right of issuing military warrants. 

In issuing grants on military warrants, entries made in Martin Armstrong’s office, until he was suspended by this 
State, shall be preferred, and next to those, the entries which have been made in the office of William Christmass, 
who is hereby continued and confirmed as the surveyor of the lands on all entries on the entry taker’s books in his 
possession not heretofore surveyed, during his good behavior. Also, that John Brown be continued and confirmed 
as the surveyor of the lands in the eastern district, in room of Stokely Donelson, during his good behavior. That 
the said William Christmass and John Brown enter into bond in the sum of five thousand pounds each, with suf- 
ficient security, payable to the State of Tennessee, for the faithful discharge of the duties reposed in them. 

That the Secretary of this State shall continue to issue grants upon all surveys returned, or that shall be returned 
to his office, before the ratifications of this agreement or compact between the two States by the State of ‘Tennessee. 

And in order that the State of ‘Tennessee may possess the information necessary to the detection of fraud in 
obtaining claims and grants to lands lying in that States and for the purpose of facilitating the execution of good titles, 
all warrants and plats upon which grants shall not have issued, at the time of the ratification of this compact by the 
State of Tennessee, shall be delivered to any agent or agents of that State, duly authorized for that purpose; and 
that the agent or agents of the said State be permitted to take copies of all grants, or any other paper or papers which 
concern the land claims within the State of Tennessee, in the Secretary's office of this State: and notwithstanding 
such copies may be received as legal evidence in the State of Tennessee, it is always to be understood asa provision, 
that any transcripts from the said office of this State shall, at all times hereafter, be received as evidence in the said 
State of Tennessee. 

That so much of this act as relates to the taking of copies by the agent or agents of Tennessee, from the Secretary’s 
office, shall take effect from the passage hereof; Provided, That none of the said copies shall be removed or taken 
out of the office of the Secretary, until the Governor of this State shall be notified by the Governor of the State of 
. Tennessee, of the ratification of this act on the part of the State of Tennessee, and until the Governor shall also 
receive a a of the assent of the Congress of the United States being obtained thereto. 
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That, in eee transcripts by the agent or agents of ‘Tennessee from the said offices, the books and papers so to 
be transcribed shall always be under the care of the Secretary of this State; and that, as a compensation for such care 
and trouble, the State of ‘Tennessee shall pay the said Secretary six hundred dollars, in two instalments: the first 
instalment of three hundred dollars, to be payable within six months after the ratification of this act on the part 
of the State of Tennessee; and the second instalment, whenever the said State of ‘Tennessee shall procure, by its 
agent or agents, transcripts of the grants issued by the State of North Carolina for lands lying in the State of Ten- 
nessee, as aforesaid, and such other papers as he may deem. necessary relative to the landed property of said State. 


Read three times, and ratified in General Assembly, the 22d day of December, A. D. 1803. 


JO. RIDDICK, S. S. 
S. CABARRUS, Sp. H. C. 


Copy from the original. 
Test: Wiriiam Wuirte, Secretary. 





8th Concress. ] No. 107. [2d SEssron. 


LANDS IN WAYNE COUNTY, INDIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 17th oF JANUARY, 1805. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States of America, the 
memorial of the citizens residing in the county of Wayne, Indiana Territory, humbly showeth: 


That a large majority of your memorialists are the lineal descendants of the ancient French, who, at an early 
period emigrated to, and settled in, this ill-fated country, then a part of the province of Canada, and under the 
Government of France. Subsequent revolutions have placed us, their descendants, under the Government of the - 
United States, and elevated us to the rank of free citizens. ‘The latter change in government was pleasing and 
highly gratifying to your memorialists. We flattered ourselves that, under the equitable and humane Government 
of the United States, not only our personal liberty would be secured to us and our children, but that our rights to 
property, both real and personal, would have been recognized and permanently established upon tiberal principles. 
But, alas! little did we then expect that the entire sacrifice of our plantations, farms, and valuable improvements, 
which we had acquired either by descent from our ancestors, or by purchase, industry, hazard, and fatigue, would 
have been demanded as the stipulated price of our freedom. The present crisis in our affairs is peculiarly alarming, 
and awakens in us sensations not easily described. We are sensible that on the fate of this memorial hangs sus- 
pended our future destiny, and that the decision of Congress will either establish our happiness, or seal our ruin. 
he late act of Congress, providing, amongst other things, for the inquiry into titles, and for the disposition of pub- 
lic lands in this district, as it now stands, but too plainly informs us of our dangers; but our hopes still rest on the 
mercy of Congress, and that, upon a full and candid disclosure of our situation, our rights, titles, claims, and pre- 
tensions to our farms, which have descended to us, or which we have purchased, cultivated, and improved, that act 
will again be taken under consideration, and that amendments and such further provisions will be made therein as 
may be necessary fully to embrace our improvements, by granting to us, respectively, the land, to a reasonable ex- 
tent, whereon they are made; when Congress are informed that it is rare to find any one claim, by virtue of an im- 
provement thereon made, to exceed two, three, or four acres in front, by about forty acres in depth, it is hoped the 
prayer of your memorialists will be considered reasonable, especially as more than half of each tract of land so 
claimed is of little value, being marshy, and the residue rendered valuable but in consequence of our improvements. 

In addition to the titles to land in this district, recognized by the late act above referred to, your memorialists 
beg permission to bring before Congress, for consideration, the following description of claim, and humbly pray that 
a law may be passed confirming the claimants and their heirs in the same: 

ist. Claimants under certificates issued by the commandant of the post of Detroit, under the French Govern- 
ment, therein designating the land, and to whom given; but upon which certificates or grants no patents were 
issued by the Governor General, arising either from the neglect of the then holders, the dangers and difficulties 
that then existed in the province, or the sudden and unexpected change of Government. 

2d. Claimants by virtue of actual 4, Ae agrag commenced under the French Government, in pursuance of 
gifts, grants, or sale of the land, by the Indians, to the individuals making the improvements. : 

3d. Claimants to farms and plantations, in pursuance of actual and continued improvements, commenced during 
the time this district was under the British Government, and prior to the post of Detroit being surrendered to the 
United States. In regard to the claims last mentioned, your memorialists beg leave to observe that such of your 
memorialists as fall within this description, or those under whom they claim, commenced their improvements, on 
which the claims are predicated, and prosecuted the same, under the sanction of the British Government, manifested 
by the approbation and oe 8 some of their agents, the respective commanding officers of this post, and under 
the express authority of the Indians, who importuned your memorialists to settle upon the land_they now occupy, 
and, generally, in consequence of an actual purchase made of said Indians. During the period this district was 
possessed by Great Britain, encouragement was held out to all persons who would settle upon and improve waste 
or new lands, by promising to each person a deed for the tract of land he should improve, to a reasonable extent; 
which promises, so made, have been uniformly made good in the province of Canada, adjoining us, by the British 
Government, and patents accordingly issued. 

And furthermore, claimants by virtue of actual improvements, made since the post was delivered up to the 
United States. It is hoped that such of your memorialists as fall under this description will not be wholly forgot- 
ten; but that the right of pre-emption, at least, may be extended to us; as many of your memorialists have erected 
mills, and made many other valuable improvements, the better to accommodate the country at large, tending much 
to enhance the value of the yee lands in the neighborhood. We acted under the impression that Congress would 
equally extend to us this right, which has been extended to the inhabitants of the Ohio country, and whose preten- 
sions to favor were not, we humbly conceive, superior to ours. an 

Your memorialists further solicit the attention of Congress in favor of the claims set up by the citizens of 
Detroit to the commons or domains adjoining said town; and that the same, by law, may be confirmed to them, their 
heirs, and successors, with power in said corporation to make sale of a part, to accommodate persons with lots for 
building, and to regulate the use of the residue. We state, as a fact, generally believed in this country, and con- 
firmed by many aged persons now living in this district, that a grant was made by the French Government, at the 
time said town was laid out, vesting and confirming in the then inhabitants, their heirs, and successors, both the 


round plat of said town and the commons, which have ever since been held, used, and enjoyed, as such, by the in- 
abitants, to the exception of some unwarrantable encroachments by individuals upon the same. But, unfortunate- 
ly for the citizens of said town, neither the grant itself, nor the record thereof, can now be found; the grant being 
either lost, or wrongfully withheld, and the record removed to places without the district, and wholly unknown 
to your memorialists. . ; . 
Having briefly mentioned the nature of our claims and titles, we request the indulgence of Congress in favor of 
some remarks, which we consider of consequence, as tending to show the equity of our prayer. 
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By the second article of the treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, entered into between the United States 
and Great Britain, express provision is made, thereby granting to the inhabitants then residing within the limits o 
this post or district, with others, the full and absolute possession and enjoyment of their rights, privileges, and pro- 
perty, of every description. We humbly conceive that, by that article of the treaty, the object of our prayer is 
fully embraced, and that, upon a fair and liberal construction, the quiet and peaceable possession of our farms and 
plantations, as well as our personal property, is insured to us; the one being equally a known and acknowledged 
property, in the oxptecred under the British Government, as the other; and we humbly conceive the British 
Government put this construction upon that article of the treaty, in evidence of which we have only to instance 
their late proceedings in the province of Upper Canada, adjoining, where, in every instance, they have confirmed 
to the possessor and his heirs his improved land, previously held and enjoyed under the same tenure with your me- 
morialists. And we beg leave further to remark, a circumstance entitled to consideration, that this settlement was 
commenced and prosecuted, both under the French and English Governments, till the year —, subject to the, 
hardships of the feudal tenure; the customary fines of alienation and quit-rents were uniformly exacted and paid 
till released by the latter Government, and then only in consideration of services rendered that Government upon 
public works, and under requisitions made upon your memorialists. = = = . 

We further state, for the information of Congress, a fact well known in this district, and easily proved, that, at the 
treaty of Greenville, General A. Wayne, the commissioner authorized on the behalf of the United States to treat with 
the Indians, did expressly stipulate and engage to and with the Indians, that the Canadian farmers, by them settled 
within the cession, including Detroit, should never be molested or utherwise disturbed in their possessions; but, on 
the contrary, that the United State would forever maintain to them, their heirs, and assigns, the quiet and peaceable 
possession of their farms, possessions, and sraprosementts which promise, solemnly pledged by General Wayne, 
was the motive and consideration which led the Indians to make this cession to the Government. It isa matter of 
surprise to your memorialists how a promise so material should have been omitted by General Wayne, when the 
treaty was drawn for execution; but, whether the omission was accidental or designed, that circumstance ought not, 
in equity, to prejudice your memorialists, for whose protection and benefit it was expressly intended. Neither do 
the Indian chiefs who signed that treaty consider the treaty as vacating the obligation on Government to fulfil it: it 
is the belts of wampum exchanged that constitutes a treaty with them, and to those belts, which are carefully pre- 
served, will they resort to solve difficulties, should any arise, and not to the writing, which they cannot understand. 

Your memorialists beg leave further to state that the time allowed to persons claiming lands, &c. in this district, 
within which they are required to exhibit their claims, register their patents, deeds, &c. is not sufficiently extended 
to enable claimants, generally, to comply with the provisions of the law. The removal of public offices and records, 
on change of Government, and, in several instances, of title papers, previously deposited in those offices for safe 
keeping, renders it difficult for your memorialists to comply with the act, and, in many instances, it is impossible 
to do it within the time limited. We further state that it is out of our power to comply with that provision in the 
law requiring us to exhibit a plat and survey of the land claimed, together with the claim. It is seldom that surveys 
have been complete; neither has it been a practice to give plats, when the surveys were made; nor can your memo- 
rialists now obtain such plats, &c. there being no person in this country willing to undertake it in whose skill we 
can confide. Your memorialists, therefore, pray that so much of the act as requires the exhibition of such plats, &c. 
may be repealed. ae : A 

The majority of your memorialists, being wholly unacquainted with the English language, find it difficult to 
transact their business in the land office, for want of knowledge of the law, &c. Itis hoped that Congress will, by 
law, make provision for the appointment of a suitable person, whose duty it shall be to translate as well as interpret 
for your memorialists, in all transactions wherein they may be concerned on settlement of titles of land. 

And, lastly, we, your humble memorialists, do earnestly solicit Congress to extend to their unfortunate and dis- 
tressed country the tender and soothing voice of mercy. Our lot has been peculiarly hard—that of a frontier, 
subject to all the evils unavoidably incident to such a situation. It was the fortune of birth, not choice, that fixed 
our lot in this country. A natural increase of population obliged us to extend our settlement, to acquire means of 
subsistence, not in opposition to any known law, but by consent and encouragement of the then owners and possess- 
ors of the soil, did we become farmers. Our brethren living at Vincennes and the Illinois country have participated 
— in the bounty of our Government. We, therefore, having endeavored with candor to state our situation, 
our rights, and pretensions, now cheerfully resign ourselves to our fate, fully relying upon the mercy of Congress, 
not being conscious of having done voluntarily any thing that merits severity. 

And, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 


FRANCOIS C. JONCAIRE, and others. 





8th ConcreEss. ] No. 108. (2d Session. 





LAND CLAIMS IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 18, 1805. 
Mr. Dana made the following report: 


The Committee of Claims, according to order, have considered the representation from sundry citizens of Massa- 
chusetts, purchasers under the Georgia Company, and the memorial of the agents for persons composing the New 
England Mississippi Land Company, purchasers under the Georgia Mississippi Company, with the memorial of 
the agent for sundry citizens of South Carolina, purchasers under the Upper Mississippi Company; and there- 
upon submit the following report: 


Articles of agreement and cession between the United States and the State of Georgia were signed by their 
respective commissioners, on the 24th day of April, 1802, and communicated to the seventh Congress, during their 
first session. By the first article, the State of Georgia ceded to the United States all the right, title, and claim of 
that State to the jurisdiction and soil of the lands within the boundaries of the United States, situate south of the 
State of Tennessee, and west of a line running from the southern limit of the United States, up the river Chattahoo- 
chee, along its western bank, to the Great Bend thereof, next above the mouth of the “ Uchee” creek; thence 
directly to Nickajack, on the river Tennessee; then crossing this river; and thence running up the same along its 
western bank, to the southern boundary line of the State of ennessee; upon certain conditions therein expressed. 

The preceding agreement received the assent of the Legislature of Georgia, on the day of » 1802, 
according to the tenor of the third article; and all the beforementioned lands are now comprised within the limits of 
the Mississippi territory, in virtue of an act of Congress of the 27th of March, 1804. 

_The second condition of the first article before mentioned recognized the claims of actual settlers under such 
. British or Spanish grants as were legally and fully executed before the 27th day of October, 1795, and also the claims 

derived from survey or settlement under the act of Georgia, called the Bourbon act. 
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The third condition contained a provision which reserved, to be disposed of or appropriated by the United States, 
a portion of the lands not exceeding five millions of acres, or the proceeds of the same, or any part thereof, °* for 
the purpose of satisfying, quieting, or compensating for claims other than those before recognized.” But it was un- 
derstood that the United States should not be at liberty to cede any part of the said lands on account of such other 
claims, nor to compensate for the same, unless an act of Congress making such disposition or appropriation should 
be passed within one year after the assent of Georgia to the boundary established by the agreement. 

An act of Congress * regulating the grants of land, and providing for the disposal of the lauds of the United 
States, south of the State of Tennessee,” was approved on the 3d day of March, 1803. The first section of this act 
provided for confirming to residents their claims to Jands actually cultivated and inhabited, for which the British 
neg of West Florida, or the Spanish Government, had issued warrants or orders of survey, before the 27th of 
October, 1795, 

The second section provided for confirming to ueads of families, under the limitations therein mentioned, such 
tracts of land as were actually inhabited and cultivated by them in the year 1797, when the Mississippi territory was 
evacuated by the Spanish troops. 

The third section granted to heads of families a right of pre-emption, with respect to lands inhabited and culti- 
vated by them at the time of passing the act. 

The sixth section authorized the appointment of commissioners with special powers in relation to claims, under 
the three first sections of the act; and also made provision for ascertaining and clearly establishing the claims recog- 
nized by the second condition before mentioned. 

The eighth section appropriated so much of the reserved five millions of acres. as might be necessary to satisfy 
the claims not recognized by the preceding agreement, which were embraced by the two first sections of the act, or 
derived from British grants for lands not regranted by the Spanish Governments and also contained the following 
appropriation: ** So much of the residue of the said five millions of acres, or of the net proceeds thereof, as may be 
necessary for that purpose, shall be, and is hereby, appropriated for the purpose of satisfying, quieting, and compen- 
sating for such other claims to the lands of the United States south of the State of Tennessee, not recognized in the 
abovementioned articles of agreement, and which are derived from any act or pretended act of the State of Georgia, 
which Congress may hereafter think fit to provide for: Provided, however, that no other claims shall be embraced by 
this appropriation but those the evidence of which shall have, on or before the first day of January next, been ex- 
hibited, by the claimants, to the Secretary of State, and recorded in books to be kept in his office for that purpose, 
at the expense of the party exhibiting the same, who shall pay to the person employed by the Secretary of State, for 
recording the same, at the rate of twelve and a half cents for every hundred words contained in each document 
thus recorded.” 

The same section also contained a clause excluding from admission in any court of the United States every grant, 
deed, conveyance, or other written evidence of any such claim, unless so exhibited and recorded; with a proviso that 
nothing therein should-be ‘* construed to recognize or affect the claims of any person or persons to any of the lands 
above mentioned.” 

The present applicants are holders of claims alleged to be derived from the State of Georgia, under an act of the 
7th of January, 1795, passed by the Legislature of that State. 

A subsequent Legislature passed an act of the 13th of February. 1796, stating various objections, including 
charges of fraudulent and corrupt practice, with respect to the preceding act, and enacting that the same be declared 
voids; that the grants, rights, or claims, derived therefrom, be annulled; that the records and documents thereof be 
expunged from the public books; and that the act be publicly burnt. 

These conflicting acts present a general question of serious moment, on which the committee abstain from ex- 
pressing a decided opinion. It is not the object of the present applications that Congress should decide the question 
of strict title, as originally claimed under the beforementioned act of 7th January, 1795. 

The petitioners request a settlement of their claims, on terms compatible with the articles of agreement before 
mentioned. At the same time, it is proposed, as an alternative, that the whoie question of title may be submitted, 
finally. to judicial decision. ‘The general provisions of the existing laws of the United States do not authorize the 
institution of any process on the part of the claimants, whereby such a proposition could be carried into effect. And, 
perhaps, it might be questioned whether a special provision for this purpose would be conformable to the spirit of the 
agreement with Georgia. It is not suggested that any proceedings of the Government of the United States have en- 
couraged an expectation that such provision would be made. 

The remaining inquiry relates to a settlement of claims by compromise. This is the known object of the pre- 
sent applications; and the committee of claims have considered it incumbent on them to attend to the proposition for 
compromise, which has thus been referred to them by the House. 

According to the agreement with Georgia, the reserved five millions of acres constitute the whole fund applica- 
ble to any such purpose. What portion of this fund will be requisite for satisfying the claims specially provided for 
by the two first sections of the act of Congress of the 3d of March, 1808, the committee have not been able to deter - 
mine. From the residue, however, whatever the same may be, it is prayed that a compensation may be made on 
account of the claims of the present applicants. 

Some of these claims are known to relate to lands within a portion of territory to which there has been a claim on 
the part of the United States and of Georgia. The act of Congress of the 7th of April, 1798, which authorized the 
establishment of a Government in the Mississippi territory, as therein described, made provision for the appointment 
of commissioners to adjust and determine, with such commissioners as might be appointed under the legislative 
authority of the State of Georgia, all interfering claims of the United States, and that State, to the territory; and 
also to receive proposals for the relinquishment or cession of the whole, or any part, of the other territory claimed 
by the State of Georgia, and out of its ordinary jurisdiction. A supplementary act of the 10th of May, 1800, autho- 
rized the commissioners, on the part of the United States, finally to settle, by compromise, with the commissioners 
on the part of Georgia, any claims mentioned in the act of the 7th April, 1798; and to receive, in behalf of the 
United States, a cession of any lands therein mentioned, or of the jurisdiction thereof, on such terms as should 
appear reasonable. The same act also authorized the commissioners on the part of the United States to inquire into 
the claims made by settlers, or any other persons, to any part of the aforesaid lands, and to receive from such set- 
tlers and claimants any propositions of compromise, and lay a full statement of the claims and propositions, together 
with their opinion, before Congress, for their decision thereon. 

In virtue of these acts, the commissioners of the United States concluded the beforementioned agreement with 
Georgia, and thereby settled the interfering public claims. : 

It is for the wisdom of Congress to judge how far it would now be for the public interest to provide for termina- 
ting all questions relative to title, by the allowance of a reasonable compensation, for such claims of individuals as 
might interfere with any grants to be made by the United States. : 

From the acts of Congress, under which the settlement was made with Georgia, and especially, from the supple- 
mentary act, it is apparent that the Government of the United States had knowledge of the existence of claims of 
individuals to lands within the present limits of the Mississippi territory. These were either claims in consequence 
of settlement, or claims in consequence of some grant or act of Government. After the year 1763, and before the 
24th day of April 1802, a jurisdiction over various portions of the present Mississippi territory was claimed or ex- 
ercised by the British and the Spanish Governments, by the Government of the United States, and by that of 
Georgia. Theagreement with Georgia, recognized and confirmed the title of settlers, under such British or Span- 
ish grants, as had been completely executed at the date of the treaty of friendship, limits, and navigation, between 
the United States and the King of Spain. No individuals were supposed to claim any part of the lands, in conse- 
quence of grants from the Uni/ed States: no act of Congress for making such grants had ever been passed. The 
claims in consequence of some grant or act of Government, under the State of Georgia, were various and extensive. 
Some of them, being derived from survey or settlement under the act commonly called the Bourbon act, were expli- 
citly recognized and confirmed as forming a condition of the agreement. ‘The others remained as a proper subject 
of inquiry for the commissioners of the United States, under the supplementary act before mentioned. 
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The existence of such claims was made known to the commissioners of the United States who treated with those 
of Georgia. Prior to the close of that negotiation, conferences on this subject were had with them by agents of the 
parties concerned in interest; and documents respecting the number and amount of claims were in the possession of 
the commissioners. _ ; 

Since that time, in compliance with the act of Congress of the 3d of March, 1803, evidences of the res pective 
claims of the present applicants have been exhibited to the Secretary of State, and recorded in his office, at the ex- 
pense of the parties. ; 

_ On considering these various transactions, the committee are of opinion, that it is proper to make some legisla- 
tive provision for the es of settling existing claims, on such terms as shall appear to be reasonable. 

It is well known, however, that the claims of the present applicants are not the only claims alleged to be derived 
from some act of the State of Georgia. 

The Legislature of that State passed an act, of the 21st of December 1789, for reserving the several tracts of land 
therein described, during the term of two years, for three companies, respectively distinguished by the names of the 
Virginia Yazoo, the South Carolina Yazoo, and the Tennessee: and for issuing to them grants for those tracts on 
the conditions specified in the act. ‘These lands are within the limits of the present Mississippi territory. Evidences 
of claims, on the part of the two Yazoo Companies, or of purchasers under them, on account of transactions relative 
to that act, have been exhibited to the Secretary of State, and recorded in his office, under the act of Congress of the 
3d of March, 1803. : 

By the act of the 17th of January, 1795, passed by the Legislature of Georgia, provision was made for the sale of 
four tracts of land therein described, to the respective companies distinguished by the names of the Georgia, the 
Georgia Mississippi, the Upper Mississippi, and the Tennessee; with certain reservations of rights for citizens of 
Georgia. 

The present applicants claim as re-purchasers by various conveyances derived to them, respectively, from the 
grantees in the three original companies distinguished by the names of the Georgia, the Georgia Mississippi, and the 
Upper Mississippi; but are not the holders of all the claims under the Georgia Company, which have been exhibited 
and recorded, as before mentioned, in the office of the Secretary of State. 

Evidences of claims on the part of various purchasers, under the grant to the Z’ennessee Company, have been, in 
like manner, exhibited and recorded; none of which are embraced by the present applications. 

Between some of these numerous claims, there are conflicting pretensions. Purchases have been made by dif- 
ferent claimants, under circumstances which may deserve various degrees of consideration. Subordinate claims 
have been acquired in right of succession to deceased purchasers, or by creditors who rely on such claims as security 
for obtaining some payment on account of moneys due from persons now become insolvent. 

In which of all these cases any compensation would be reasonable, and to what extent such compensation should 
be made, are inquiries essentially deserving attention in reference to any equitable compromise. 

The committee have not all that leisure, if they had at command all the legal means of information, which might 
be deemed requisite for investigating this mass of claims, and for discriminating between them, and ultimately form- 
ing an opinion in each case, according to those principles respecting property, which are known to be established in 
courts of justice. 

That a complete examination may be had, and that the degree of compensation, which may be.reasonable in any 
of the cases, may be adjusted in a satisfactory manner, the committee consider it proper that the authority to be 
given for this purpose should be such as may extend, if requisite, to all the claims which have been mentioned. 


The following resolution is accordingly recommended to the House: 


Resolved, That three commissioners be authorized to receive propositions of compromise and settlement, from 
the several companies or persons having claims to public lands within the present limits of the Mississippi territory, 
and finally to adjust and settle the same in such manner as in their opinion will conduce to the interest of the United 
States: Provided, that in such settlement, the commissioners shall not exceed the limits prescribed by the conven- 
tion with the State of Georgia. 


‘ CommiTTEE Room, January 8th, 1805. 
IR: 

With a view to a subject referred to the committee of claims, I have now the honor to request such information as 
you may think proper to communicate in relation to the following objects of inquiry. 

1. What is ascertained or estimated to be the quantity of land necessary for satisfying the claims, specially pro- 
vided for by the acts of Congress relative to the lands ‘‘ south of the State of Tennessee?” 

2. At the time of signing the articles of agreement and cession between the United States and the State of Geor- 
gia, did there exist any claims, other than those under some act or pretended act of Georgia, which could require 
five millions of acres, or the proceeds thereof, to be placed at the disposal of the United States, “for the purpose of 
satisfying, quieting, or compensating for” the same? 

3. What claims were contemplated, in making the reservation of five millions of acres according to the provision 
in the first of those articles? 

Your having been joined in the commission for the settlement of limits with Georgia, and the authority specially 
vested in the Secretary of the Treasury, are considerations which, it is hoped, will sufficiently apologize for any per- 
sonal inconvenience which you may experience in furnishing the desired information. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with consideration, your very humble servant, 


SAMUEL W. DANA. 
Hon. AtBert Gatiatin, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Treasury DeparrMeNT, January 9th, 1805. 

Sir 

I had the honor to receive your letter of yesterday. ‘To the first query an answer cannot be given with any 

degree of precision. The commissioners of the Natchez district state that more than two thousand claims had been 

filed, but do not say for what quantity of land the claims were laid. No information on that subject has been received 

irom the Mobile district. It is believed that many claims, deriyed from British grants, are still outstanding; not 
having been filed in time with the proper Register. 

In answer to the second and third queries, I beg leave to observe that, as there were not any documents in the 
possession of the commissioners who treated with those of Georgia, respecting the number and amount: of claims, 
other than those derived, or pretended to be derived from Georgia, to land within the Mississippi territory, any esti- 
mate made at that time of the amount of those claims must have been conjectural. What the conjectures and 
object of the other commissioners, either of the United States or Georgia, may have been, it is not for me to say. 
The articles of agreement and cession must speak for themselves; and if any elucidation of the intention of the 
parties is now to be sought for, elsewhere than in the instrument itself, the act of Congress, which was passed im- 
mediately after, and the report made the ensuing year by the commissioners of the United States, may be more safely 
depended upon as sources of information, than the recollection of conferences in.which nothing was reduced to writing. 

My own impression was, that the five millions of acres would be sufficient to cover all the claims of settlers, 
British grantees, and others not expressly provided for by the articles of agreement, and also to make a reasonable 
compensation for claims derived, or pretended to be derived from Georgia; and it appeared to me that the effect of 
the clause would be, Ist, to prevent Congress from voluntarily confirming, at some future time, the said Georgia 
claims; 2dly, to leave it in their power to compromise with that description of claimants, by allowing so much of the 
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surplus of five millions of, acres, as they might think proper; without, at the same time, pledging Government to 
enter into a compromise, if, upon a full view of all the circumstances of the case, a different course was thought 


more eligible. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


Hon. S. W. Dana, Chairman of the Committee of Claims. 





Commitree Room, January 14th, 1805. 


Sir: 

With a view toa subject referred to the committee of claims, I have the honor of requesting information 
respecting the following inquiry. What are the several descriptions of claims, the evidences of which have been 
exhibited and recorded in the office of State, under the eighth section of the act of Congress of the 3d of March, 
1803, relative to the lands “ south of the State of Tennessee.” 

have the honor to be, sir, with consideration, your very humble servant, ; 
SAMUEL W. DANA. 


Tue SECRETARY oF STATE. 


DeparTMENT oF State, January 17th, 1805. 


SiR: 

_T have the honor to enclose, in consequence of your request of the 14th instant, a statement of the several 
description of claims recorded in this office, under the eighth section of the act of Congress of the 3d of March, 1803, 
relative to lands south of the State of Tennessee. This statement has been made by Mr. Crawford, the person 
appointed to record the evidences in question, and who informs me he has reason to believe, from the conversation 
he has had with you, that it conforms with your view in making the request. 

have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES MADISON. 


Hon. S. W. Dana. 


Statement accompanying a letter from the Secretary of State of the \7th January, 1805. 


There are recorded in the Department of State original titles to Georgia lands of the following description, to wit: 
Claiming under act of 1789. 


The Virginia Yazoo Company, and 
The South Carolina Yazoo Company. 


‘ Under the above companies there are but few claimants other than the original purchasers from the State of 

eorgia. 
Claiming under the act of 1795. 

The Georgia Company, 

Upper Mississippi Company, 

Tennessee Company, and 

The Georgia Mississippi Company. 

Under the four last mentioned companies there are at least twelve hundred purchases derived from the grants by 


the State of Georgia. 


Stalement respecting the claim of sundry citizens uf South Carolina, purchasers under the Upper Mississippi 
ompany. 


1795, January 15. Date of grant issued to John B. Scott, John C. Nightingale, and Wade Hampton, called the 


Upper Mississippi ee 
1795, January 16. Deed from John B. Scott, of all his share to Wade Hampton; recorded in the office of the 


Secretary of the State of Georgia. Sy 
1795, January 17. Deed from John C. Nightingale, of all his share to Wade Hampton; recorded as above. 


March 6. Deed from Wade Hampton, for the whole, to sundry citizens of South Carolina, recorded as above. 

April 23. Official certificate of payment in full of the balance of the consideration money, for which the land was 
mortgaged to the Executive of the State of Georgia, under the act of January 7th, 1795. 

May 4, Executive order for endorsing satisfaction on the mortgage, and he delivering up the same. 


Statement respecting the claim of persons coinposing the New England Mississippi Land Company, purchasers 
under the Georgia Mississippi Company. 


1795. January 26, Date of the grant issued to the Georgia Mississippi Company. 
August 21. Official certificate of payment in full of the balance of the consideration money, for which the land 


was mortgaged to the Executive of the State of Georgia, under the act of January 7th, 1795. 
August 21. Executive order for endorsing satisfaction on the mortgage, and for delivering up the same. 
September —. Covenant for purchase at Boston, between the agent of the original grantees and the purchasers. 
1796. February 13. Deed from original grantees to the trustees for the purchasers, completed in pursuance of a 


letter of attorney. dated December 7th, 1795. 


oes 


Statement respecting the claim of sundry citizens of Massachusetts, purchasers under the Georgia Company. 


1795. January 13. Date of grant issued to the Georgia Company. 
Fos; 22, Deed from original grantees to James Greenleaf, recorded in the office of the Secretary of the State 
of Georgia. 
October 20. James Greenleaf’s agreement for sale. 
October. Official certificate of payment in full of the balance of the consideration money, for which the land was 
mortgaged tu the Executive of the State of Georgia, under the act of the 7th of January, 1795. 
October. Executive order for endorsing satisfaction on the mortgage, and for delivering up the same. 


November 24. Deeds from James Greenleaf to purchasers. 
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CLAIMS TO LAND IN AND ADJOINING NATCHEZ. 
 COMMUNICATED To THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 7, 1805. 


Mr. Lartimore, from the committee to whom were referred the memorial of the trustees of Jefferson College, and 
the memorial of William Dunbar, presented the present session; as also the petition of the said William Dunbar, 
and the petition of the corporation of the city of Natchez, presented the last session, relative to certain lots and 
lands in the said city, made the following report: 


It appears, from the depositions of sundry persons in the Mississippi territory, that when the town of Natchez 
was laid off by the Spanish Government, the land between the front street of the said town, and the bluff of the Mis- 
sissippi river was reserved for the convenience, comfort, and health of the inhabitants; and that two lots, on which 
a parsonage house is yet standing, were appropriated for the use of the clergy. 

It also appears, from an instrument bearing date the 19th April, 1797, that the aforementioned land in front of 
the town was granted by the Spanish Governor, Gayoso, to the memorialist, William Dunbar, as a compensation for 
services rendered by the said memorialist to the Spanish Government. 

It further appears, from the 12th section of the act of March, 1803, entitled “an act regulating the grants of land, 
and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United States south of the State of Tennessee,’ that an exception 
is made of ‘such town lots, not exceeding two, in the town of Natchez, and of such an out lot adjoining the same, 
not exceeding thirty acres, as may be the so of the United States, to be located by the Governor of the Mis- 
sissippi territory, for the use of the Jefferson College. ; 

Such was the situation of things, when the petition of the corporation of Natchez was presented at the last ses- 
sion of Congress. But some time thereafter, just as the committee to whom this petition was referred were about to 
report thereon, it was understood that the Secretary of the Mississippi territory had, in the absence of the Governor, 
located the land claimed by the town, for the use of the colleges and that the trustees of that institution were taking 
steps to procure deeds for the same. ‘To prevent the further difficulties which these measures were calculated (and 
probably intended) to produce in deciding this question, the execution of so much of the aforesaid 12th section, as 
is quoted above, was suspended until the end of the present session, as appears by the 11th section. of the supple- 
mentary act of March the 27th, 1804. 

Your committee are fully convinced that the land between the front street and the river bluff, was originally 
reserved for the use of the town; and that it continued to be so, until after the treaty of limits and navigation with 
Spain, by which it was ceded to the United States. ‘They likewise concur with the committee of last session in the 
opinion that the town of Natchez, besides sustaining inconveniences more tolerable in their nature, would be greatly 
injured in the generation of diseases, should this reserved space be occupied with buildings. 

It is stated in the memorial of William Dunbar, that there is, adjacent to the town of Natchez, a vacant out lot, 
which he thinks may exceed thirty acres, and which Governor Clairborne intended (as he informed the memorialist) 
locating for Jefferson College. From the situation of this land, it would be a valuable acquisition to the college, at 
the same time its improvement would not affect the health of the town. It would seem proper, therefore, that this 
land, instead of that between the front street and the river, should be located for the use of the College. 

It does not appear that there are any town lots belonging to the United States, in the town of Natchez, except the 
two which have been located for the use of the college. Your committee conceive that the town would experience 

reat inconveniences from the loss of these, as it claims no other ground upon which public buildings may be erected. 

ut as an accommodation appears to be necessary, and seems, under existing circumstances, to require a sacrifice, 
they are not disposed to recommend an interference with the location of these lots; while they are fully of the opinion 
that the town ought to be secured from the further and greater sacrifices which it would necessarily sustain, should 
the college likewise possess the land between the front street and the bluff of the river. 

Your committee deem it — to omit expressing any opinion relative to the principle of the claim of William 
Dunbar, as, from the nature of his request, they conceive it is not submitted to their examination. ‘The prayer of 
his memorial is that the consideration of all petitions relative to the land which he claims, be postponed, and that he be 
allowed time to prepare any further necessary representations on the subject. Butas he conceives that certain opiniuns 
and expressions, used in the report on his petition of the last session, were the consequence of misinformation, your 
committee deem it proper to say, that his conception isill founded. This committee being composed, with a single 
exception, of all the members of which the committee of last session consisted, can state, with propriety, that the 
opinion then given resulted from much inquiry, and not without a knowledge of all the circumstances in favor of 
his claim, which he has communicated this session through the medium of his memorial. 

After a full investigation of this complex and_ difficult subject, your committee are led, as well from considera- 
tions of expediency as of justice, to submit the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Governor of the Mississippi territory be authorized to locate, for the use of Jefferson Col- 
lege, any out lot not exceeding thirty acres, adjoining the town of Natchez, and belonging to the United States, 
except ihe land lying between the front street of the said town and the bluff of the ma sre G river. 

eho, That so much of the act of 1803, entitled ‘* an act regulating the grants of Jand, and providing for the 
disposal of the lands of the United States, south of the State of Tennessee,” as authorizes the location of an out lot for 
the use of Jefferson College, be repealed; and that any location, in consequence thereof, be null and void; and that the 
land which may have been thus located, be not subject to sale as other public lands in the Mississippi territory, but 
be reserved for the future disposition of Congress. 

Notr.—See Reports, Nos. 100 and 123. 
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EVIDENCES OF TITLE DERIVED FROM THE STATE OF GEORGIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 14, 1805. 


‘. DeparTMENT oF Strate, February 13, 1805. 
IR: 

In pursuance of a resolution of the House of Representatives on the 5th instant, I have the honor, through 
you, to lay befere them “an abstract of all the evidences of title to lands claimed under any act or pretended act 
of the State of Georgia, passed, or pretended to be passed, in the years 1789 and 1795, recorded in the office of 
this Department,” with the various particulars of dates, names of parties, quantity of lands, &c. required by the 
said resolution. oe 

I have the honor to be, sir, with very great respect, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES MADISON. 
The Honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 








(1805. 
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1805.) 
9th Concrgss. | No. 111. {ist Sxssron. 


APPLICATION TO CONFIRM AN INDIAN GRANT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 23, 1805. 


Mr. Grece, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was committed the petition of George Rogers Clark, 
made the following report: 


That the petitioner states that, whilst he was at Post Vincennes_on an expedition against that.and other Bri- 
tish posts in that country, the head men of the Piankeshaw nation of Indians, by a deed bearing date of the 16th day 
of July. 1779, conveyed to him a tract of land of two Jeagues and a half square, situate on the west side of the river 
Ohio. That he applied to the State of Virginia for a confirmation of this grant, but, before a decision was had, the whole 
Western territory of that State was ceded to the United States, with certain reservations, one of which was one 
hundred and fifty thousand acres, for the use of the Illinois regiment, located on the same ground contained in his 
grant. That, owing to pecuniary embarrassments, resulting from his expedition in that country, he is now involved 
in much distress, from which he prays Congress to relieve him, by granting him other lands, equal in value to those 
contained in his Indian deed. : ' 

By referring to the constitution of Virginia, which was framed in the month of May, 1776, the committee find it 
stated in one of the articles, “that no purchase of land shall be made of the Indian natives, but on behalf of the 
public, by the authority of the General Assembly.” The contract under which the petitioner claims, being in direct 
violation of this article of the State of Virginia, within whose chartered limits the land was situated, is of course 
void. ‘he committee, therefore, on this ground alone, independent of any arguments drawn from the policy or 
practice of the General Government, have no hesitation in giving it as their opinion that the prayer of the petition 
ought not to be granted; and they, therefore, recommend the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petition of George Rogers Clark ought not to be granted. 





No. 112. [1st Session, 


9th Coneress. | 


LAND TITLES IN THE MICHIGAN TERRITORY. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, DECEMBER 23, 1805. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 
The Governor and Presiding Judge of the Territory of Michigan have made a report to me of the state of that 
territory; several matters in which being within the reach of the legislative authority only, I lay the report before 


Congress. 
TH: JEFFERSON. 
’ DgcemBeER 23, 1805. 
Detroit, October 10, 1805. 


The Governor of the Territory of Michigan and the Presiding Judge thereof, in compliance with the wishes of 
the Government and the people of the territory, have the honor to make the following report relative to the affairs 


of the territory: 

By the act of the Congress of the United States, establishing the territory, the government thereof was to com- 
mence from and after the 30th day of June, 1805. The Presiding Judge arrived at Detroit, the seat of the Govern- 
ment, on — the 29th day of June, and the Governor on Monday, the Ist day of July. The Associate Judge, 
y a resident of the territory, was already there. On Tuesday, the 2d July, the Governor, in pur- 


who was previous! tor ¢ 
suance of the ordinance of Congress, administered to the several officers their respective oaths of office, and on the 


same day the operations of the Government commenced. 

It was the unfortunate fate of the new Government to commence its operations in a scene of the deepest public 
and private calamity. By the conflagration of Detroit, which took place on the morning of the 11th of June, all the 
buildings of that place, both public and private, were entirely consumed; and the most valuable part of the per- 
sonal —, of the inhabitants was lost. On the arrival of the new Government, a part of the people were found 
encamped on the public grounds in the vicinity of the town, and the remainder were dispersed through the neigh- 
boring settlements of the country, both on the British and the American side of the boundary. 

The place which bore the appellation of the town of Detroit was a spot of about two acres of ground, com- 
pletely covered with buildings and combustible materials, the narrow intervals of fourteen or fifteen feet, used as 
streets or lanes, only excepted; and the whole was environed with a very strong and secure defence of tall and solid 
pickets. ‘The circumjacent ground, the bank of the river alone excepted, was a wide commons; and though asser- 
tions are made respecting the existence, among the records of Quebec, of a charter from the oe of France, con- 
firming this commons as an appurtenance to the town, it was either the property of the United States, or at least 
such as individual claims did not eepen tocover. The folly of attempting to rebuild the town, in the original mode, 
was obvious to every minds yet there existed no authority, either in the country, or in the officers of the new Go- 
vernment, to dispose of the adjacent ground. Hence had alreasy arisen a state of dissension which urgently re- 
quired the interposition of some authority to quiet. Some of the inhabitants, destitute of shelter, and hopeless of 
any prompt arrangements of Government, had re-occupied their former ground, and a few buildings had already 
been erected in the midst of the old ruins. Another portion of the inhabitants had determined to take possession 
of the adjacent public ground, and to throw themselves on the liberality of the Government of the United States 
either to make them a donation of the ground, as a compensation for their sufferings, or to accept of a very mode- 
rate price for it. If they could have made any arrangement of the various pretensions of individuals, or could have 
agreed on any plan of a town, they would soon have begun to build. But the want of a civil authority to decide 
interfering claims, or to compel the refractory to submit to the wishes of a majority, had yet prevented them from 
carrying any particular measure into execution. On the morning of Monday, the Ist day of July, the inhabitants 

_ had assembled for the purpose of resolving on some definitive mode of procedure. ‘The Judges prevailed on them to 
defer their intentions for a short time, giving them assurances that the Governor of the territory would shortly ar- 
rive, and that every arrangement in the power of their domestic Government would be made for their relief. On 
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these representations, they consented to defer their measures for one fortnight. In the evening of the same day the 
Governor arrived; it was his first measure to prevent any encroachments from being made on the public land. The 
situation of the distressed inhabitants then occupied the attention of the members of the Government for two or 
three days. The result of these discussions was, to proceed to lay out a new town, embracing the whole of the old 
town and the public lands adjacent; to state to the people that nothing in the nature of a title could be given under 
any authorities then possessed by the Government; and that they could not be justified in holding out any charita- 
ble donations whatever, as a compensation for their sufferings, but that every personal exertion would be used to 
obtain a confirmation of the arrangements about to be made, and to obtain the hberal attention of the Government 
of the United States to their distresses. 

A town was accordingly surveyed and laid out, and the want of authority to impart any regular title, without the 
subsequent sanction of Congress, being first impressed and clearly understood, the lots were exposed to sale under 
that reservation. Where the purchaser of a lot was a proprietor in the old town, he was at liberty to extinguish 
his former property in his new acquisition, foot for foot, and was expected to pay only for the surplus, at the rate 
expressed in his bid. A considerable part of the inhabitants were only tenants in the old town, there being no 
means of acquiring any new titles. ‘The sale of course could not be confined merely to former proprietors, but, as 
far as possible, was confined to former inhabitants. After the sale of a considerable part, by auction, the remain- 
der was disposed of by private contract, deducting from the previous sales the basis of the terms. As soon as the 
necessities of the ieaennllake inhabitants were accommodated, the sales were entirely stopped, until the pleasure of 
Government could be consulted. As no title could be made, or was pretended to be made, no payments were 
required, of any moneys permitted to be received, until the expiration of one year, to afford time for Congress to 
interpose. The remaining part was stipulated to be paid in four successive annual instalments.’ The highest sum 
resulting from the bids was seven cents for a square foot, and the whole averaged at least four cents. In this way 
the inhabitants were fully satisfied to commence their buildings, and the interfering pretensions of all individuals 
were eventually reconciled. The validity of any of the titles was not taken into view. ‘The possession under the 
titles, such as they were, was alone regarded, and the validity of title left to wait the issue of such measures as Con- 
gress might adopt, relative to landed titles in the Territory of Michigan generally. It therefore now remains for the 
Congress of the United States either to refuse a sanction of the arrangement made, or, by imparting a regular autho- 
rity to make it, or in some other mode, in their wisdom deemed proper, to relieve the inhabitants from one of the 
most immediate distresses, occasioned by the calamitous conflagration. 

Strongly impressed with a sense of the worth of the people, and deeply commiserating their sufferings, of a great 
part of which they were eye-witnesses, the officers of their local Government cannot refrain from adding their 
warmest degree of recommendation to forward the liberality the Congress of the United States will unquestion- 
ably be inclined to exercise towards them, and the disposition which will doubtless prevail towards attaching their 
affections, promoting their interests, and relieving their distress. Whether a donation of the acquisitions which 
have been stated, or of lands more remote, or the application of the proceeds to public purposes within the country, 
will be most advisable, the undersigned pretend not to say; but whatever relief may be extended to them on the 
part of the General Government, they hesitate not to assert, will be of the must essential utility to them, and ren- 
dered to objects of real merit. 

The organization of the courts of justice next demanded consideration. A judicial system was established on 
principles of convenience, economy, and simplicity. Courts were held under it, and all the existing business set- 
tled; every subject requiring to be legislated upon was acted on as far as the Government was competent to act. At 
the close of the other arrangements, the militia of the territory were completely organized and brought into the field. 

The various acts, both of legislative and executive description, will appear at large in the semi-annual report of 
them, which the laws of the United States require, and it will, therefore, be unnecessary to exhibit the details of 


‘them. 


The grand juries constantly presented addresses to the courts on the subject of their land titles. The several 
companies of militia elected delegates to a general meeting, which, among other objects, addressed the Government 
on the subject of their titles, and earnestly requested the personal attendance of the Governor and one of the Judges 
during a part of the session of Congress. Indeed, the confused situation of land titles during the nine or ten years 
the United States have had possession of the country, has been such, and is so increasing by lapse of time, as now 
loudly to call for a definitive adjustment. 

It is now nearly.a century and a half since the first settlements were made in this country, under the French 
Government, and in the reign of Louis the XLVth, whose name it then bore, in common with what has since exclu- 
sively been termed Louisiana. In 1673, an officer, commissioned by the French Government, explored the waters 
of the Wests; taking his departure from lake Michigan, he penetrated to the Ouisconsin river, and afterwards to the 
Mississippi, and returned through the [Illinois country, after having sailed down the Mississippi within one degree 
of latitude of the southern boundary of the United States, previous to the Jate treaty of Paris, of April, 1803, and 
that anterior to the discovery of the mouth of the Mississippi by La Salle. Prior to this era the settlements of the 
strait had commenced, and Detroit claims an antiquity of fifteen years superior to the city of Philadelphia. The 
few titles granted by the Government of France were of three French acres in front, on the banks of the river, 
by forty in depth, subject to the feudal and seignoral conditions which usually accompanied titles in France. The 
ancient French code called /a coutime de Parts was the established law of the country, and the rights of land were 
made strictly conformable to it. All these grants, however, required the grantee, in a limited period, to obtain a 
confirmation from the King; and, with the exception of a very few, this confirmation has never been made. On the 
conquest of the French possessions by Great Britain, in the war which terminated by the treaty of Paris, in the 
year 1763, as well in the original articles of capitulation in 1759 and in 1760 as in the subsequent treaty itself, the 
property of the inhabitants of the country is conlirmed to them. ‘The expression in the original is, leurs biens, nobles 
et rgnobles, meubies et immeubles. It is, therefore, conceived to comprehend these lands. On the acquisition by 
the United States of America of that portion of Canada which is now comprehended within the limits of the Terrt- 
tory of Michigan, by the definitive ety of peace, at Paris, in 1783, the subjects of His Britannic Majesty are 
secured from loss or damage, in person, liberty, or property; and in the treaty of London, negotiated between Mr. 
Jay and Lord Grenville, in November, 1794, they are still more particularly confirmed in their property of every 
kind, land, houses, or effects. However defective, therefore, the class of original proprietors may be with respect 
to the evidence of title according to the American forms, it is conceived their rights are extremely strong. The 
British Government granted few titles, and these were generally mere permissions of military officers to use or 
occupy certain pieces of land, often unaccompanied with any written evidences, but assuming, from long continued 
possession, an appearance of right. Under the American Government no titles of any kind have been granted. 

From this state of things some consequences have resulted, which are not, indeed, difficult to foresee, but which 
it is difficult toremedy. One of these consequences, and, perhaps, not the least important, is the effect it has had on 
the destiny and moral character of the progeny of the original colonists. When it is remembered that the troops of 
Louis the XI Vth came without women, the description of persons constituting the second generation will not be difficult 
to conceive. When it is considered, at the same time, that, destitute of titles toland, they were precluded from the 
means of acquiring them, it will be obvious that an entrance into the savage societies, or, at most, employments in 
the commerce carried on with them, were their only resources. While, therefore, the American colonizations of 
the same and of subsequent date have grown into regular, agricultural, and opulent States, these countries have 
been destined to anarchy, to ignorance, to pe The emigrant, whom curiosity or enterprise at any time 
brought into the country, was either attracted to the British side of it, or disappeared in some mode less easy to 
account fur. Accession, by foreign population and by natural increase, being thus at once cut off, the fate of this 
fine region has necessarily been that insignificance which still belongs to it. The British Government, in recent 
periods, have confirmed original proprietors; made a donation of a parry | equal to the original grant, termed a 
continuation; and have granted Jands to settlers, without any other price than common fees of office attending the 


acquisition of the grant. Such, however, is the inestimable value of liberty to man, that, notwithstanding these, 
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and, if possible, greater inducements to the settlers, the undersigned venture to predict a marked superiority to 
the American side, even at the prices at present required by the American Government, or a slight variation of 
them, if the old claims are at once adjusted, and the country laid open to the acquisition of new title. 

From the state of the country which has been represented, another consequence has resulted. Encroachments, 
in some instances, grafted on original title, and in others without a semblance of title, have been made on lands 
which are, or ought to be, the property of the United States. Individuals have proceeded to extinguish the native 
right, contrary to the regulations of all the Governments; and, in some instances, extensive settlements have been 
made on titles thus acquired. What arrangements the United States will make on this head, it belongs not to us to 
anticipates we shall only recommend a liberal and merciful disposition to the people of this country, of whom it 
may be safely asserted they are less to be charged with depravity of character, than their Governments have been 
with cruel neglect and indifference. 

The claims of the present inhabitants require to be considered under one more aspect, novel, indeed, but not 
the less founded in truth. When the American comes into contact with the aboriginal, if he is not considered as an 
enemy, he is at least regarded as a character with whom they are to struggle, and, if in no other, certainly in a pe- 
cuniary view. But the Canadian, allied by blood, by long established intercourse, by a countless reciprocity of 
services, their native claims having long, as to time, been extinguished, and their honor and good faith having been 
repeatedly pledged for his protection, is uniformly regarded as their brother, and with him they are disposed to 
make a common cause. ‘Hence justice, and liberal justice, to the Canadian inhabitant is an important point of 
policy in the conduct of the American Government towards the aboriginal inhabitants. 

The extent of the Canadian extinguishment of Indian title, though in itself indefinite, appears first to have 
received limits in the treaty of fort McIntosh, in 1785. We there first find a written dereliction of Indian claim 
for a breadth of six miles from La Riviere aux Raisins, now called Rosine, on lake Erie. to the lake St. Clair. In 
the subsequent treaty of fort Harman, in 1789, the same dereliction is confirmed. In the ulterior treaty of Green- 
ville, in 1795, the confirmation is repeated, and additions made. 

The treaty with Great Britain, of 1783, and the subsequent one of 1794, were made for the accomplishment of 
great national objects, having very little connexion with Canadian and Indian claims. ‘The treaties of fort Meln- 
tosh, fort Harmar, and of Greenville, were ail formed on other far more important points; and the quantity of ex- 
tinguished Indian title in Michigan, recognised by them, is less to be considered as an acquisilion of new. title, than 
a definition of the old. ‘The expense of these negotiations, therefore, can scarcely be said, in any sense, to attach 
to this country; and, perhaps, it may be truly said that all the Indian title at present extinguished within the Ter- 
ritory of Michigan has not cost the United States a single dollar, but is entirely a recognition of a previous but 
indefinite title, extinguished by the Canadians. Hence a question will arise, whether it is more than barely justice 
to the inhabitants to allow them the whole of this part, or otherwise to permit the proceeds of it to be applied to their 
benefit, in the education of their youth, in the erection of public buildings, such as court-houses and jails, which 
the late conflagration has entirely deprived them of, and in laying out roads, and other improvements in their coun- 
iry. Next to the adjustment of the old titles, comes the acquisition of new. It is believed that at this period, and 
in a particular mode, a very large portion of Indian title may be shortly extinguished; but as this part of the subject 
may hereafter be deemed confidential, it is made the subject of a distinct report. 

On an occasion like the present, it may not be unadvisable to revise some of the regulations relative to the 
territory. 

On all the subjects requiring legislation, the present Government act with difficulty, and, on many, cannot act at 
all. All laws will be found to operate on particular places, times, and persons; and in no State which enters into 
the composition of the American Union, will an abstract code of principles. be discovered free from a connexion, 
and that a very close one, with the places, times, and persons affected by them. Hence the strict adoption of any 
code, or even of any one law, becomes impossible. ‘To make it applicable, it must be adapted to the geography of 
the country, to its temporary circumstances and exigencies, and to the particular character of the persons over 
whom it is to operate. Hitherto it has been religiously the object to follow what has been deemed the substance of 
the law, whatever modifications the form of it was obliged to undergo. But different minds will not always cor- 
respond in sentiment on what is substance, and what is form; and in all the litigations which arise under laws, 
those affecting the validity of the law itselfare the most intricate and difficult. Hence, in a country whose adminis- 
tration ought to be marked with simplicity, intricacy, procrastination, and uncertainty in affairs, result. ‘To adopt 
laws from all the original States, the laws of all the original States ought to be furnished; and, waiving the difficulty 
and expense of procuring them, what body of men, under the pressure of immediate business, can acquire a com- 
plete acquaintance with them? The possession of all the codes, if it were possible, and a complete acquaintance 
with their contents, would still prove an abortive cure; for, in many very simple cases, a strict precedent will be 
searched for in vain. Is the object to establish a ferry, to regulate the affairs of any district, to erect a court-house, 
or to institute a school, however urgent the call, however obvious the means, it must often be abandoned for want of 
a precedent that will apply: and often, when attempted, may be defeated, from the want of a strict correspondence 
between the law made ae the precedent from which it professes to be adopted? The real security for the preva- 
lence of republican principles rests not in a provision of this awkward kind: for, even in the codes of the States, the 
disciple of aristocracy may sometimes find a weapon. It rests in the general probability that the administrations of 
this description will be conformable to the general administration. Tt rests in the parental control of Congress. 
Experience is the best test of the propriety or impropriety of a law; and if a law be made which gives dissatisfac- 
tion, the natural resort is to the authority first making for its correction, and when froin defect of power or of incli- 
nation the evil is found irremediable by them to superior authority. ; 

The requiring a possession of certain quantities of land in various officers is not only impracticable in the present 
instance, but the policy on which the provision may have originally been grounded has ceased to exist. 

The southern boundary of the territory is indefinite. ‘Though, in the present maps of the United States, a line of 
latitude through the southern bend of lake Michigan appears to strike lake Erie near the mouth of the Miami, yet, in 
the maps of Arrowsinith and M’Kenzie, such a line of latitude would not strike lake Erie, but pass entirely south of 
it. The anxiety of the southern settlers of the territory is great not to be attached to the State of Ohio, which would 
be incommodious to them, but to Michigan, which is so much more convenient. ‘The western end of lake Erie, even 
from Sandusky, would feel this convenience. 

The case of the Wyandot Indians deserves the consideration of Government. ‘They live in two towns, Ma- 
guaga and Brown’s town, within the limits of the American title. To the treaty of fort Harmar a clause was an- 
nexed, stipulating that they might remain unmolested. In the treaty of Greenville, this provision is omitted. They 
constantly assert, and there are not wanting reputable citizens who join them in the assertion, that they were 
solemnly promised by General Wayne a continuance of the indulgence. It may, therefore, be worthy of serious 
consideration, whether it may not be advisable, in the adjustment of titles, to recognise their possessions, and invest 
them with the character of citizens. 

WILLIAM HULL, 


Governor of the Territory of Michigan. 
A. B. WOODWARD, 
Presiding Judge of the Territory of Michigan. 
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LAND TITLES IN THE TERRITORY OF ORLEANS—-THE CULTURE OF 
SUGAR—AND THE ENDOWMENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, DECEMBER 31, 1805, 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TERRITORY OF ORLEANS. 


Taurspay, the 14th November, 1805. 


To the Honorable ihe Senate and to the Honorable the House of Representatives of the United States in Congress 
assembled, the memorial of the House of Representatives of the Territory of Orleans respectfully represents: 


‘That your memorialists have carefully considered the act passed at the last session of Congress, entitled “ An 
act for ascertaining and adjusting the titles and claims to land within the territory of Orleans and the district of Loui- 
siana;” and whilst they applaud the motive which has thus early called your attention to that subject, they remain 
impressed with a conviction that many of the provisions of that act require amendment. Attributing these defects 
in the law to the want of that local information which their remote situation from the seat of Government has ren- 
dered it impossible you should attain, your memorialists confidently trust, that, upon exposing the injuries to which 
they would be subjected by the execution of that act, in its present imperfect form, your honorable body will apply 
the appropriate remedy. 

The former Governments of France and Spain, under whose dominion this country has successively passed, did 
not consider the vacant lands as a source from which revenue was to be derived, but as a means of increasing the 
population of the country, encouraging its agriculture, and gaining the affection of its inhabitants. Hence, they 
were ever ready to grant lands to those who removed to the province, and applied for them; and, although the con- 
cessions generally contained conditions that the lands should be settled within three years, that the roads and levees 
should be made, and that the grantee should not alien unless the conditions were performed, yet it was well under- 
stood that these conditions, like those inserted by the British Government in many of her colonial patents, were not 
designed for the purpose of compelling a rigorous performance of them, but with a view to impress the grantee with 
a sense of dependance upon that Government from which his titles emanated, and to bind him to that sovereign upon 
whom they depended for ultimate confirmation. In no case were lands re-annexed to the king’s dominions for want 
of a performance of the condition, except where the grantee had manifested some decided disposition to abandon 
them or to leave the province; and even then such lands were never considered as liable to be re-granted, untik the 
Surveyor General, who was ordered to make the necessary inquiries, reported that the lands in question were subject, 
in consequence of neglecting to perform the condition, to be re-annexed to His Majesty’s domain. From this view 
of the subject. your honorable body will readily account for that want of a disposition to speculate in lands, which is 
manifested by the smal! tracts which are now held by all the ancient inhabitants, and for that negligence in obtaining 
complete titles, which would, in other countries, be inexcusable and unaccountable. When Government, possess- 
ing immense tracts of land, were ever ready to bestow them on the first applicant, it is obvious that such property 
would never be considered as worth the expense of engrossing; and where new concessions were daily offered to 
strangers, it is not surprising that the old inhabitants should feel secure, even with imperfect titles, on the scanty 
portions which their ancestors or themselves had acquired. 

The act to which we have called the attention of Congress requires that, in order to the confirmation of incom- 
plete titles, dated prior to the Ist day of October, 1800, it shall be necessary, 

Ist. That the person in whose favor the warrant issued, should, at the time it emanated, have attained the age of 


twenty-one, or have been the head of a family; . 
2d. That the lands should have been actually inhabited and cultivated on the Ist day of October, 1800, by the 


grantee, or by some one for his use. 

e instances where, after performing the conditions in the warrant of survey, the settler has proceeded to obtain 
his patent, are comparatively few. Lulled into security by causes already briefly enumerated, he depended _ confi- 
dently on his possession, accompanied by his survey; and, in numerous instances, after performing the conditions, 
the lands have been transferred, by repeated sales, or have passed, by testament or descent, through numerous heirs, 
or devisees, without’any other written evidence of right than a warrant, followed by a plat and certificate of survey. 
Aged invalids are now the proprietors of tracts held under warrants granted to minors; and numerous families, at 
this moment, subsist upon the production of lands formerly granted to those who were then unmarried, and without 
families. Indeed, infancy, celibacy, or the want of a family, were never thought of as an objection to the emanation 
of patents under the French or Spanish Governments, and, your memorialists humbly presume, can never furnish a 
just reason for refusing a confirmation of incomplete claim, under the equitable Government of the United States. 

Your memorialists, therefore, confidently trust, that your honorable body, aware of the injustice of changing the 
tenure by which their lands have heretofore been held, will not make the titles of the citizens of this territory de- 
pend upon conditions not known to them at the time of acquiring their te phd not inserted in their concessions, 
and not contemplated by the laws or usages of the Government from which their claims are derived. 

An inspection of the concessions or warrants of survey issued by the Spanish authorities here, will prove that 
manifest injustice will be done to numerous claimants, should proof be required that the land was actually inhabited 
and cultivated on the Ist day of October, 1800, by him in whose favor the warrant issued, or by some person for his 
use. In the forms of these concessions or warrants of survey, little variety is discoverable. They state that the 
roads and levées, where they ave necessary, are to be made within a years that the land is to be settled before the 
expiration of ihree years, and is not to be aliened until the conditions are performed. Upon the most strict con- 
struction of this instrument, it is clear that the holder is allowed three years to settle his land, and that this period 
cannot be abridged without an act of manifest injustice. In all instances where the orders of survey are riot dated 
more than three years anterior to the first day of October, 1800, this provision of the act would operate to the great 
injury of the honest claimant. Your memorialists beg leave to be indulged in repeating, that the Spanish Govern- 
ment never resumed their grants on account of the non-performance of conditions, unless the party claiming had 
evinced some disposition to abandon the land, or to emigrate from the province. It may be proper also to observe, 
that, in many instances, where lands had been jong settled, and every condition religiously performed, the proprietor 
had either settled on some other tract which lie acquired by purchase, or owed to the bounty of Government, and 
had permitted his former acquisition to remain on the Ist day of October uninhabited and uncultivated either by 
himse!f or by any person for his use. [It would seem superfluous to observe on the injustice of refusing to confirm a 
claim under these circumstances, for want of residence and of cultivation; and yet such is the actual state of nu- 
merous claims within the territory of Orleans. Your memorialists, therefore, pray that so much of the act as requires 
actual residence on the land, and cultivation, may be dispensed with, and that the commissioners, in confirming 
titles, shall be guided by the tenor of the title papers, and the laws and usages of the Government from which the 
claims are derived. erase 

Your memorialists have also discovered, with extreme regret, that no provision is made for recording and con- 
firming any incomplete titles under Spanish warrants dated subsequent to the Ist day of October, 1800, and prior te 


the period at which this territory was surrendered to the French republic. It isa fact well known to your honor- 
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able body, that, after the treaty of St. Ildefonso, the Spanish authorities continued in possession of this territory, 
exercised their usual acts of sovereignty, and were supposed by her subjects to enjoy their former unlimited right of 
granting away the soil. Hence proceeded that confidence which allured adventurers to this country, induced them 
to accept surveys of land, to enter into possession, and faithfully to perform the usual conditions. ‘That regard for 
equity which prevails in the ordinary tribunals of the United States would, it is supposed, prescribe a confirmation 
ot titles commenced under such circumstances; and your memorialists hope that some provision will be made, by 
which claimants under Spanish titles dated since the first day of October, 1800, shall be confirmed in their rights. 

Your memorialists deem it a sacred duty, which they owe to themselves and to their constituents, to apprise yous 
honorable body, that, in consequence of repeated casualties by fire, and owing to the loss of papers and records con- 
sequent upon the frequent political changes to which this country has been subjected, the title papers of numerous 
claims have been lost or entirely destroyed. It is some consolation under this misfortune, that the claimants who 
have suffered most in the loss of papers, are generally those who have remained long in peaceable possession, and 
who will be able to prove an acknowledged right, not disputed, for a succession of years. Equity, however, and a 
just regard for the peculiar situation of those who have been thus deprived of the evidences of their rights, would 
seem to require that some specific provision should be made for their relief. 

From reflecting on the extent of the districts, and the difficulty of travelling through them, and recollecting that 
the same individuals may necessarily have business, as parties or witnesses, at each of the Boards, your memorialists 
are induced to believe that the time allowed at present for registering will be too short, and therefore pray that it 
may be extended. <9 

{n many parts of this territory, but particularly in the large and populous counties of Attakapas and Opelousas, the 
inhabitants have generally settled upon bayous or rivers, where the soil is extremely fertile, but where there is not a 
sufficiency of timber for the purposes of fuel and agricultural conveniences. Immediately behind these lands the 
prairies or natural meadows commence, and continue to different extents of from one to twenty and even thirty 
miles. ‘These prairies are destitute of timber, and terminate in marshes or cypress swamps. ‘I'he timber growing 
on these marshes has been the only source from which the settlers have supplied themselves, and the Spanish 
authorities here, convinced of the importance of reserving them as a common for the use of the inhabitants, refused 
to grant them to individuals. ‘These swamps at this moment belong to the United States, and severe penalties are 
annexed to the offence of cutting timber upon them. Without a continuance of the indulgent permission to use the 
timber on these swamps, the inhabitants situated near the prairies will be compelled to abandon their habitations. 
Your memorialists, therefore, pray that the citizens of this territory, situated as aforesaid, may be allowed the use of 
the nearest cypress swamps, without incurring the penalties of the law, and that legal provision may be made, 
securing them in the right of common in such lands. 

Another subject of incalculable importance to the most useful cultivators in this territory, those who reside on the 
two borders of the river below the Chafalaya and Iberville, forces itself upon the attention of your memorialists 
and seems to deserve the tender consideration of your honorable body. ‘The lands alluded to are divided into small 
tracts, which are entirely cleared on their front, and have long been under cultivation. The grantees of these lands, at 
the moment of acquiring them, were at liberty to take gratuitously either a single concession, by which they acquired 
a depth from the river of forty acres, or a double concession, by which they acquired all the land between the river 
and the lakes or morasses which approach its borders on both sides. A few of the early grantees accepted double 
concessions, whilst the greater number, knowing that the lands between them and the lakes would at any time be 
conceded to them upon their application, and being ignorant of the future destinies of the country, contented them- 
selves with single concessions, These settlers felt the less anxious to extend their grants, when they reflected that 
the morasses and swamps pressed in every where behind their lands so close, as to allow in few instances more than 
thirty, and in many less than twenty acres in depth fit for culture. ‘The lands behind these concessions were sacredly 
preserved by the Spanish Government for the proprietors in front, and they were at any time able to procure them 
by offering proof that an extension of their grants would not injure the holders of double concessions. 

The culture of sugar, a culture of the first importance to the prosperity and independence of the United States, 
a culture forbidden by nature to the other inhabitants of the Union, and confined exclusively to their favered spot, 
has on many plantations already nearly exhausted the timber, and will, unless aided by the cypress groves, so long 
reserved by the Spanish Government for the present inhabitants, greatly languish, or be entirely abandoned. Should 
these lands be exposed for sale, it is obvious that they could be bought only with the view ef harassing the proprie- 
tors of the front, fsaennie not an acre of them is fit for culture of any kind, and they can be approached only by 
passing through the cultivated lands of those who are the proprietors of the front. ‘To promote the culture of sugar, 
to quiet the minds of the settlers, to screen them from the rapacity of those who might purchase the lands between 
them and the lakes, and to fulfil their expectation founded on the immemorial usages and solemn assurances of their 
former Governments, your memorialists pray that the holders of single concessions may be placed upen the same 
footing with those to whom double concessions were granted by the Governments of France and Spain. 

Your memorialists, before they conclude this address to your honorable body, beg leave to direct your attention 
to a memorial transmitted you by the late legislative council, relative to the establishment and endowment of public 
schools, and pray that the liberality which has been so honorably displayed towards the other territories, may be 
generously extended to the territory of Orleans; and your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

JEAN NOEL BESTRIHAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


ELIGIUS FROMENTIN, Clerk. 








{Vhe following papers, connected with this memorial, were placed on file by Mr. Anderson, chairman of the committee to 
whom the memorial was referred. ] 


Sr. Louis, January 24th, 1806. 


Sir: 

We take the liberty of enclosing a petition signed by Pierre Antoine Laforge, in the name aud on behalf of 
the inhabitants of the district of New Madrid, and enclosed witha letter to John 5. C. Lucas, to be by him de- 
livered to the Board. 

The principal object of this memorial is to show convincing reasons to Congress for the temporary removal of 
the Board of Commissioners to the town of New Madrid, founded on the remoteness of the district, and the inipos- 
sibility of producing witnesses betore the Buard, from the want of means to bear the expense. These «difficulties, 
and the hardship of their situation, the commissioners are fully aware of, and would willingly accommodate the dis- 
trict. The Board, through an apprehension of the impositions, public and private, likely to be practised by means of 
ex parte depositions, have as yet required that testimony should be delivered vive voce betore the Board, and this 
— it is their wish to continue, until the prayer of this memorial be determined by Congress. And they beg 

eave to say, that, if the additional expenses of transportation of themselves and family are satisfied by a reasonable 
compensation, they will have no objection to comply with the wishes of the people of New Madrid. 
They have the honor to be, with respect, your most obedient servants, 
JOHN B. C. LUCAS, 


JAMES L. DONALDSON, 
CLEMENT B. PENROSE. 


The Honorable Arserr Gaxtatin, Secretary of ihe Treasury. 


P.S. Ifyou should think that too much inconvenience would attend waiting for the decision of Congress as to 
’ taking of depositions, the commissioners would be satisfied with your opinion on the subject. “ 
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Treasury DrparTMENT, April 4th, 19°S. 
Sir: 

I have duly considered the New Orleans memorial, and the observations of the Attorney General the:con. 
These, together with the information received fiom the several Boards of Commissioners, and a conversation with 
Mr. Lewis, one of them, who has lately returned from New Orleans, induce me respectfully to suggest the follow- 
ing remarks: 

I. Claims to land. 


As it appears that in a great many instances no legal evidence of a permission to settle can he produced, and as 
great hardship would follow from a total exclusion of grants for lands granted to minors, it would seem proper to 
provide, Ist. ‘That a quiet possession of three years shall be considered as evidence of a permission to settle. 2dly. 
That when lands have been in the quiet possession of the owners during ten years, the grants or concessions shall 
not be invalidated by reason of the grant having been made to a minor. 

As it relates to other grants to minors, to double concessions, and to concessions made subsequent to the treaty 
of San Ildefonso, our information is not sufficient; and, for the present, it would be more eligible only to direct a 
special report to be made, and to declare that, in the meanwhile, the lands shall not be sold. 


Il. Time of filing claims. 


It is absolutely necessary to extend the time in the territory of Orleans; no more than one hundred and fifty 
having been presented in the eastern district, and less than five hundred in the western. But from the want of 
information in the country, the scattered situation and distance of many settlements, and the reluctance, encouraged 
by disaffected persons, to exhibit the claims, a general compliance with the law cannot be expected, unless a greater 
number of offices be established, or the Registers be authorized to appoint temporary deputies in each county, for 
the purpose of receiving the notices of claims, disseminating the information, and removing the unfounded apprehen- 
sions of the people. 

{II. Organization and duties of the commissioners. 


It would also promote a prompt investigation of the claims, and remove a strong objection, if the commissioners 
were authorized to travel to the several counties, and to collect on the spot oral evidence. This is equally applica- 
ble to Louisiana, as will appear from the enclosed copy of a letter from tne commissioners there. But, both to 
diminish the expense, and to avoid delays, | would propose that the President should be authorized to diminish the 
nimber of commissioners, if he shall think it proper. It must be recollected that the Boards are not authorized to 
make a final decision; and one man might prepare a report as well as three. 

In addition to those alterations, I will A state that the surveyor of the lands south of the State of Tennessee 
suggests the necessity of two of his deputies being authorized tu keep permanent offices in the territory of Orleans, 
and being allowed a smali compensation therefor. Should it be the opinion of the committee that lands ought to be 
offered for sale in that territory, provision may be made to that effect for the western district, in which a portion of 
land has, in conformity with last year’s act, been directed to be surveyed. But there are but few vacant in the eas- 
tern district, except swamps; and it would be preferable to delay sales there, until a report shall have been received 
from the commissioners. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 

Honorable Josepu ANDERSON, tn Senate. 


9th Coneress. ] No. 114. List Session. 


LAND CLAIMS IN MISSISSIPPI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, ON THE 7th oF JANUARY, 1806. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


To the President and members of the Senate of said United States, the memorial of the undersigned, in behalf of the 
holders of the title of the Upper Mississippi Company to lands in the Mississippi territory, most respectfully 
showeth: 


That your memorialists have frequently presented themselves before the Government of the United States 
(not as voluntary obtruders, but in compliance with a public advertisement of their commissioners) to receive a pro- 
portion of the proceeds of five millions of acres of land reserved out of the territory, lately ceded to the United 
States by the State of Georgia, and appropriated by an act of Congress passed the third day of March, 1803, as a 
fund for compensation of the claims of your memorialists and others to a jarge portion of said ceded territory— 
claims derived from the State of Georgia under an act of that State passed the seventh day of January, 1795. 

The respect which your memorialists owe, and feel towards their Government led them cheerfully to apply for 
the proposed compensation, rather than contend for the whole. But, by the public debates on the subject of these 
claims in the House of Representatives, it appears that some of the members of that honorable body are_of opinion 
that your memorialists have no ds we at all, not even to compensation, that the titles they hold are fraudulent, and 
known to be such, by the present holders at the time of their purchase. ; 

With respect to any such knowledge on the part of your memorialists, they do most solemly declare they neither 
had nor could have any; it was impossible for them to entertain any doubts as to the validity of the act under which 
their titles are derived, there being at that time nocumplaint or accusation against the Legislature, or the —- 
even in Georgia itself. For the truth of this assertion, your memorialists beg leave respectfully to refer to the delegates 
of Georgia now in Congress; and to the committee of the House of Representatives, to whom these claims were 
referred at their last session. The purchase of your memorialists was made in Charleston in February, 1795: their 
deed of conveyance is dated the 6th of March, 1795. me 
This unexpected suggestion as to their rights has caused a ruinous delay as relates to your memorialists, by pro- 
longing and preventing a settlement by compromise, and by putting them to very heavy expenses. ' 

As soon as your memorialists discovered this opposition to a settlement by compromise, they lost no time respect- 
fully to declare their readiness to meet the question of right in a court of law, to the full extent of their claims, and 
did: pray that Congress would be pleased to direct by law that the claims of your memorialists be referred to the 
decision of the Judges of the Supreme Judiciary Court of the United States. And they now again humbly pray that 
such a reference may be made, if in their wisdom Congress should think it more for the interest of the United States 
than a settlement by compromise. , . 

The vast original cost paid eleven years ago, and the heavy expenses yearly accumulating upon your memorial- 
ists in seeking redress, are too oppressive to be much longer suppoited. Many of the claimants are already reduced 
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to circumstances that arew 4 appeal to the el o_ neuonaesy 7 ante for speedy 5 In the fond hope 
‘ull confidence of which, your memorialists offer this respectful address to your honorable body. 
and full con , ‘ 2 JOSEPH PEPPIN, 


In behalf of the Upper Mississippi Company. 
City or Wasninctron, December, 1805. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


To the President and Members of the Senate, and to the Speaker and Members of the House of Re resentatives in 
Congress assembled, December, 1805, the Memorial of the Directors of the New England Mississippi Land 
Company, in behalf of themselves and their associates in said company duly authorized, respectfully represents: 


That they have repeatedly, by their agents, presented themselves before the Government of the United States, 
on the subject of their claims to a certain portion of the lands lying south of the State of Tennessee, and within the 
district of the Mississippi territory. ; 

Previously to the cession of said territory, by the State of Georgia, to the United States, their memorials to the 

President of the United States had for their object the giving of formal notice to the General Government, of the 
title under which they held, and the extent and location of their claims; as well to prevent any bar to their rights, 
from remaining silent while the contemplated cession was progressing, as to appeal to the justice of Congress for their 
aid in bringing them to some definite issue. — : ; 
-» During the negotiation between the commissioners of the United States and the State of Georgia, your memo- 
rialists, by their agents, attended, and again renewed their claims, and put in their caveat against the United States 
purchasing any part of the lands within the limits of their grants; but, in obedience to the law of Congress, they at 
the same time manifested to the commissioners of the United States their readiness to enter into a compromise and 
adjustment of their claims on reasonable terms; and several communications in writing, as well as in conversation, 
passed between the commissioners and the agents of your memorialists on the subject; copies of the former are here- 
with presented. By these, it will appear that the commissioners would probably have abandoned the negotiation 
with the commissioners of Georgia, had they not have been assured by the agents of your memorialists, of their rea- 
diness to adjust their claims on a reasonable indemnity; and on this ground the five millions of acres were reserved 
in the third article of the treaty of cession, for the purpose of compromising the claims not otherwise provided for in 
the treaty. 

And aay memorialists further represent, that Congress did, at the cession subsequent to the ratification of said 
treaty, appropriate by law the five millions of acres for the purpose intended by the treaty; and that they have ever 
since attended at the seat of Government, avowing themselves ready to enter into the contemplated compromise 
with any commissioners who might be authorized to act on the subject. Two bills were introduced for that pur- 
pose into the House of Representatives at the two last sessions of Congress, but were postponed, to the great disap- 
pointment of the claimants. They now most respectfully again declare to Congress their willingness to enter into 
the adjustment of their claims by compromise, provided Congress shall see fit so to direct: or, if Congress, in their 
wisdom, should think it expedient to direct the whole title of the claimants to be decided by the Judges of the 
Supreme Judicial Court of the United States, and should pass a law to carry it into effect, the claimants will 
cheerfully submit thereto. But your memorialists take leave finally to represent, that, already depressed with pro- 
crastinations, and inasmuch as a further delay would probably put it out of the power of many of the claimants, 
from want of resources, to make further applications to Congress, they humbly hope that Congress will now adopt 
some definite arrangement on this subject; and your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 


BENJAMIN HICHBORN, SAMUEL BROWN, 
NATHANIEL FELLOWES, JOSEPH WARD, 
GEORGE BLAKE, J. W. PECK, 


EBEN. OLIVER, 
Directors of the New England Mississippi Land Company, in behalf of themselves and their associates. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 

The undersigned, agents for purchasers of lands under the State of Georgia, beg leave once more to call the atten- 
tion of the Legislature”of the Union to the claims of their constituents and themselves to certain portions of the land 
lately ceded to the United States by the State of Georgia. Finding that an important question of right subsisted 
between the Government of their country and themselves, the respect which they owed and felt towards such an 
opponent has led them repeatedly to apply to the Legislature for justice, without asking that it should be measured 
by any other rule than such as their wisdom should dictate. But the expenses and delays that have attended these 
applications have been ruinous to some of the petitioners, and extremely burthensome to all. They have, therefore, 
thought it their duty respectfully to suggest another manner of settling their claims. It is well known that no mode 
of trying the question at once, and as one entire thing, in the judicial courts of the Union, now exists; and to suffer it 
to remain in suspense, until individual grantees under the State of Georgia and the United States shall have settled it 
by private law suits, is giving to that part of the Union everlasting litigation for an inheritance. As the question in 
its nature seems to be suitable for the judicial power, the undersigned humbly pray that provision may be made by 
law for deciding it in the Supreme Judicial Court of the United States, by the same rules of justice that are con- 
stantly applied in causes between individuals. If, however, Congress shall think it more proper to provide for set- 
tling the claims by compromise, the undersigned and their constituents will most cheerfully conform to any mode 


that may be adopted for accomplishing so desirable a purpose. 


SAMUEL SEWALL, _ JOHN C. JONES. 
WILLIAM PAYNE, SAMUEL DEXTER, and 
BENJAMIN HICHBORN, BENJAMIN JOY. 
JAMES SULLIVAN, 


{The following papers were filed by Mr. Batpwin, chairman of the committee to whom the three preceding memorials were 
c referred. | 
City or WasuinctTon, February 17, 1806. 


GENTLEMEN: 

Whereas Daniel Boardman and Peter Griffin, of the city of New York, and Thomas Hunt, of West Chester, 
and State of New York, claim the following described lands lying within the limits of that tract of land granted by 
the State of Georgia to James Gunn, Matthew McAllister, George Walker, and their associates, Zachariah Cox, 
Jacob Walburger, William Longstreet, and Wade Hampton, known by the name of the Georgia Company, viz: 
Beginning at the Tombigbee river, where the northern boundary line of lands conveyed to W illiam Cox by the said 
company intersects the same; running thence, a due east course, along the said Cox’s line, which is two and a half 
British statute miles north of latitude 33° 20’, to the Coosa river; thence, up the said Coosa river, to a point where 
* the parallel of latitude, fourteen and a half miles due north from the said parallel of latitude 33° 20’ intersects the 
said Coosa river; thence, a due west line, to the said Tombigbee river; thence, down the said Tombigbee river, to 


33 Pp 
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the place of beginning; estimated to contain eleven hundred and fifty-nine thousand acres; for which a regular chain 
of conveyance to them from the original grantees stands on record at the office of the Secretary of State of the United 
States. And whereas an amicable accommodation with the Government of the United States, respecting their claim, 
is very desirable, therefore, so far as they are interested in those lands, they will agree to such terms of compromise 
as shall be accepted by a majority of the claimants, and convey their lands to the United States agreeably to such 
form as shall be prescribed; and only add, that they prefer receiving their proportion of such sum, to be raised 
from the avails of the sales of the five millions of acres, appropriated for the purpose of quieting claims, as shall be 


agreed upon and without interest. 
DANIEL BOARDMAN, 
For himself, Peter Griffin, and Thomas Hunt. 


‘ Crry or WasuincTon, February 12th, 1806. 

SIR: 

sas The undersigned, in conformity to the resolution of the committee passed on the 8th instant, represent as 
ollows: 

That, considering the many embarrassments which the grantees, claiming titles to Georgia lands, which titles 
are held from and under the persons to whom the State of Georgia sold the said lands, have experienced, are induced 
to,and do agree to compromise these contending claims, agreeably to the report of the commissioners, Messrs. Madison, 
Gallatin, and Lincoln, as made to Congress, in February, 1803, in case such compromise can be effected during the 
present session of Congress; but the undersigned consider it their duty to add their express reservation of all thei 
right, titles, and privileges, in case the Government of the United States shall decline entering into such com- 

romise. . 

‘ G. Granger represents the New England Mississippi Company, which company claim the whole tract of land grant- 
ed by the State of Georgia to the Georgia Mississippi Company, and he herewith delivers his power of attorney, autho- 
rizing him to act in behalf of said New England Mississippi Company, marked A.* He also deposites in the hands 
of the committee a deed of release to the United States of all said tract of country, executed by the persons holding 
(for the benefit of the members of said company, and by virtue of conveyances from each of the said members) 
the legal title of all said tract of land, which deed of release to said United States shall be considered to be delivered 
to — “i. for their use, whenever the proposed compromise shall have been effected, and not before: this deed is 
marked B. 

J. Peppin represents the claims of A. Tanno, James Miller, and James Warrington, who, as sub-purchasers, are 
the proprietors of all that tract of land sold by the State of Georgia, under the name of the grant made to the Upper 
Mississippi Company, as per powers of attorney, herewith delivered, marked C and D. 

Philip B. Key represents two hundred and eighty-nine four hundred-twentieths of the lands granted by the State 
of Georgia to several persons under the name of the Tennessee Company; this is exclusive of the shares which have 
reverted to the Government by certain proprietors withdrawing the money from the Treasury of Georgia, as per 
powers of attorney marked E and K. 

J. Russell represents the claims of forty-eight sub-purchasers, which claims embrace the major part of al! those 
lands which were granted by the State of Georgia to the Georgia Company, so called, as appears by the power of 
attorney marked F, G, and H. 
; All which is respectfully submitted. 

GID. GRANGER, 
JOSEPH PEPPIN, 
PHILIP B. KEY, 
Attorney of Jackson, sole surviving trustee of the Tennessee Company. 
JOSEPH RUSSELL. 
ABRAHAM Ba.tpwin, Esquire, 
Chairman of the committee on the petition of the Georgia claimants. 


Wasuincton, 14th February, 1806. 
Sir: 

In answer to your letter of this date, I have the honor to inform you, that I am not competent in law to bind 
those whom I do not represent, and that I cannot incur any personal responsibility, or enter into indemnity, on their 
account. By the printed deed, accompanying my power of attorney, it will be perceived that my principal, Mr. 
Jackson, as sole surviving trustee of the ‘’ennessee Company, has full authority to bind, and by his acts conclude, 
the interest and shares of the proprietors who have signed that deed; and the directions added to the power of at- 
torney, given me, show ample authority in me, so far, to accept of the compromise contained in the report of Messrs. 
Madison, Gallatin, and Lincoln: beyond this [ have no power. 

The unrepresented shares in the Tennessee Company bear a small proportion, compared to the aggregate number 
formed of those whom I represent, and those whose titles and interest I consider surrendered jby re-acceptance of 
their money from the treasury of Georgia. My information on the subject is limited, having no personal interest in 
the company, but I feel extremely confident and well assured that those whom I do not represent, and who are oi 
full age, and competent to bind themselves, will readily come into the general measure. 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
PHILIP B. KEY, 
Attorney for Jackson. 


The deed specifies the number of shares I represent, the original of which is in my possession, with all the docu- 
ments evidencing title. 
P. B. KEY. 


Crry or WasuinctTon, 15th February, 1806. 
Sir: 

I received your note of yesterday, by which I find the deduction of the powers sent you on the 12th instant not 
so explicit as the committee wished. In order to — the powers which I hold, the number mentioned was forty- 
eight, who had substituted me for all purposes as related tu the claims of the Georgia Company. ‘Those gentlemen 
held powers from the claimants in New York and Charleston, (South Carolina,) with the power of substitution. 
They have substituted for that purpose, which powers I presume embrace all, or nearly all, of that tract of land 
claimed by the Georgia Company. Should there be any who have not thus empowered the general agents, whom 
I represent, a clause can be inserted in the act, which will answer all purposes. So far as 1am empowered, I am ready 
to quit claim to the United States of that tract of all country, as above mentioned, which power I conceive complete 
for that purpose. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
JOSEPH RUSSELL. 
A. Batpwin, Esquire, : 
Chairman of the committee appointed on the petition of the Georgia claimants. 


* This, and other papers referred to, were returned to the parties. 
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Wasnincton, February 25, 1806. 
SIR: 
Having been informed that the committee, to whom were referred the petitions of Benjamin Hichborn and 
others, are desirous I would explain what is meant in my letter of yesterday, by the words * such indemnity as may 
legally be allowed,” I beg leave respectfully to inform them, that, in the presumption that any greater indemnity than 
what Is stipulated in the eorgia deed of cession to Congress would, however just, be deemed illegal, Lam willing to 
accept my portion of the indemnity as so stipulated; or, to be still more explicit, I am willing to compromise the 
claims of those whom I represent, on the principles marked in the propositions that were submitted to Congress by 
the honorable Mr. Madison, Mr. Gallatin, and Mr. Lincoln, as the basis of a compromise with those who derive 
their claims to land in Georgia from an act of that State, passed 7th viens 6 1795. But I beg it may be expressly 
understood by the honorable committee, that if the compromise in question should be longer delayed, nothing herein 

contained shall be so construed as to impair or alter the original rights of my constituents. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your respectful and obedient servant, 
JAMES GREENLEAF. 
The Honorable Aprauam Batpwin. 
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OHIO COMPANY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 17, 1806. 


Mr. Grece, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the memorial and petition of the directors 
and agents of the Ohio Company, made the following report: 


This memorial bears date January 16th, 1796, since which time laws have been passed removing every subject 
of grievance complained of by the memorialists, and providing for every object stated in their prayer, except one. 
Of this it would appear the memorialists themselves are satisfied, from an endorsement on the back of the memorial. 
‘The only object, therefore, now remaining to be taken into consideration, is their application for twenty mile square 
lots, in lieu of that number appropriated by the company ‘for the endowment of schools, and for religious purposes. 

To render this application more plain, and easy to be understood, it may be proper to state it more at large. The 
agents of the Ohio Company entered into a contract with the Board of Treasury of the United States for a tract of 
iand; in which contract it was,stipulated that, in every township of six miles square, one mile square lot, being No. 
16, should be appropriated for the use of schools, and that lot No. 29 should be appropriated for religious purposes. 
In an act of Congress, passed on the 21st day of April, 1792, authorizing a certain grant of land to that. company, 
the appropriations for the support of schools and religion were authorized in the lands granted and described in the 
first section; but, in the tract granted under the second section of this act, no appropriation whatever is made, either 
for the support of religion or schools. 

The memorialists state, that. conceiving this difference in the provisions of the said first and second sections to 
have been merely an omission in the law, they did of themselves appropriate, of the land granted under the said 
second section, twenty mile square lots, in ten townships, for the support of schools and religion. And they now 
request that Congress would allow them to take the same number of lots out of the public reserves, within the com- 
pany’s purchase, to replace the appropriations thus made by themselves. 

The committee think it proper to state some facts and circumstances which have an immediate relation to, and 
bearing upon, this subject. ‘The contract eatered into by the agents of the Ohio Company with the Board of Trea- 
sury, on the 27th day of October, 1787, was for one million five hundred thousand acres. This quantity was after- 
wards, on the application of the purchasers. reduced to seven hundred and fifty thousand acres, for which a patent 
was issued. pursuant to the first section of the act of the 21st of April, 1792, above referred to. On the application 
of the purchasers, a further grant of two hundred and fourteen thousand acres was authorized on certain conditions 
expressed in the second section of the said act, and for which a patent has issued, without any reservations whatever. 

The striking difference betwixt the language and provisions of the first and second sections of the act referred 
to, has proved, to the satisfaction of the committee, that the omission complained of by the memorialists was the 
effect of design. The first recognizes the original contract; the second does not: the first directs a patent to issue, 
with the “reservations in the said indenture expressed;” the second is silent, both as to reservation and indenture. 

From this view of the subject, it appears that the quantity originally contracted for being, on the application of 
the purchasers, reduced to one-half, every claim to the remainder, in virtue of that contract, was abandoned; and 
that the grant under the second section cannot be considered as resting on the principles of the old, but is, in reality, 
anew contract. The omission, as it is called, of appropriations for the support of schools and religion may be ac- 
counted for, from the reduced price paid for the land granted under the second section. For the two hundred and 
fourteen thousand acres, being the amount of that grant, the company paid one hundred and forty-two thousand and 
nine hundred acres in military warrants. Allowing these to have been received, acre for acre, agreeably to the 
terms originally proposed by Congress, the company would have seventy-one thousand acres, for which they paid 
nothing. If, from this quantity, there should even be deducted six thousand four hundred acres, the amount of the 
lots appropriated by the company for schools, there will remain sixty-four thousand seven hundred acres, a more 
than adequate reimbursement for any expense they might have been at in defence of the territory against the Indians. 
‘The appropriation made by the company for the support of schools and religion, (of which fact the committee enter- 
tain no doubt) whilst it manifests a laudable zeal to promote the interest of literature, morality, and religion, yet 
cannot be considered as imposing any legal or equitable obligation on the United States”to replace the Jands so dis- 
posed of. The proceeds arising therefrom must be expended in the several townships, for the benefit of the inha- 
ag and hence the company, instead of making a sacrifice, have conferred an additional value on their other 
lands. 

The committee, on a full view of the subject, are induced respectfully to submit to the consideration of the 
House the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the prayer of the memorialists, so far as respects their application for twenty mile square lots, 
ought not to be granted, and that they have leave to withdraw their memorial. 
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9th Concress. ] No. 116. [1st Session. 


SETTLERS IN RANDOLPH AND ST. CLAIR COUNTIES, IN INDIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 21, 1806. 


Mr. Greece, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of sundry inhabitants of 
Randolph and St. Clair counties, in the Indiana territory, made the following report: 


From the representation of the petitioners, it appears that they migrated from the United States to the Indiana 
territory, for the purpose of procuring for themselves and families such an establishment in land as they despaired 
of being ever able to procure in the old settlements. On their arrival in Indiana, liberal offers were made them by 
the Spanish Government of Louisiana, by which offers many were induced to settle on the Spanish side of the Mis- 
sissippi; but that they, through an attachment to their own country, and to the principles of its Government, con- 
temptuously rejected the offer, and commenced their settlement in Indiana. One object of their prayer is, to obtain 
a grant of the lands on which they have thus settled: they also pray that the Surveyor General may be directed to 
run a line betwixt two points mentioned in the petition, and that all the lands on the one side of said line may be 
exempted from the mode of survey, and terms of sale, to which the other public lands are subject. 

Making grants on account of actual settlement on the public lands is a principle which has never been recog- 
nized by Congress: it was tried, without success, in the case of the actual settlers in the State of Ohio. The com- 
mittee can perceive nothing in the case of the present petitioners to distinguish it from that of the Ohio settlers, 
and, therefore, think it should receive the same decision. 

To comply with the other object of the petition, by exempting one portion of the public lands from the mode of 
survey, and terms of sale, to which the residue is subject, would be such a departure from that consistent and 
regular method of conducting the business relating to the public lands, that the committee are assured it will never 
receive the sanction of Congress. ‘The committee, therefore, respectiully submit the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners ought not to be granted. 
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APPLICATION TO CONFIRM TO CERTAIN INDIANS THE LANDS THEY OCCUPY IN OHIO. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 24, 1806. 


Mr. Grece, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Pim-e-ne-see, or William 
Ward, and three others, the children of John Ward, deceased, made the following report: 


It appears from the representation of the petitioners, and an accompanying certificate of Isaac Zane, that they 
are the children of John Ward by an Indian woman, with whom he cohabited as his wife. Their father, having 
been made a prisoner by the Indians when very young, had entirely conformed himself to their mode of living, but 
always entertained a wish to discover his friends, and enjoined it on his children, if they should survive him, to pro- 
secute the inquiry; and, if they succeeded in making the discovery, that they should endeavor to obtain a settle- 
ment among them, and adopt the civilized mode of living, as being preferable to that of the savage state. After the 
death of their father, in obedience to his injunctions, they have, by diligent inquiry, found a brother of his in the 
State of Ohio, to whose neighborhood they have removed, and made a settlements but, being wholly destitute of 
means to purchase land, they pray that such grants of land may be made them, as will secure to them the prospect 
of a living, otherwise they will * under the necessity of returning to the Indians. 

The committee acknowledge their feelings to be interested in the cause of these petitioners, and they would 
poner’ f recommend a compliance with their prayer, if they could find any precedent, or principle, heretofore 
recognized by Congress, to warrant such an opinion. No case of the kind, however, has occurred to the committee. 
The only instance on record of a grant bearing any affinity, or having any analogy to that contemplated by this 
petition, is contained in an act, passed on the 3d day of April, 1802, entitled ** An act for the relief of Isaac Zane.” 
Although the lands mentioned in this act were given to Mr. Zane without any pecuniary consideration, it is believed 
they were considered in the light of a compensation for various acts of kindness performed by him to such of our 
citizens as were in captivity with the Indians, and for his service in furnishing information of the intentions of the 


Indians when they were hostile. j ; 
The committee submit the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted. 
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CULTIVATION OF THE VINE. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 3, 1806. 


Mr. Greece, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Francis Menissier, made 
the following report: 


That the object of the petitioner is to obtain from Congress, as an encouragement for the cultivation of the vine, 
the donation of a section of and, on more favorable terms of payment therefor, by an extension of the usual credit. 
As.an inducement to grant.this encouragement, he states that, at Cincinnati, in the State of Ohio, he has, for six years 
past, been making experiments on the cultivation of the vine at considerable expense, and that the result has been 
so favorable as to inspire him with a belief that he is able to raise such a quantity of the same species of vine as is 
common in France, as to supply the whole State of Ohio with good wine, for medicinal and other purposes, at one- 


fourth of the price for which imported wines can be obtained. 
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There is no evidence, other than the statement of the petitioner himself, to show that his experiments on the vine 
have been attended with any success. Some information received through other channels furnishes some ground to 
suspect that his calculations of success are made on quite too large a scale. It is believed, also, that the section for 
which he applies has been sold, and that, under present circumstances, even if it was not otherwise disposed of, he 
would decline to be a purchaser. These circumstances, it is presumed, would justify the opinion that the prayer of 
the petitioner ought not to be granted: but, as applications of a similar nature may be made, the committee would 
state another ground of refus: I, equally applicable to all such cases. 

The encouragement asked by the petitioner is neither more nor less than a direct bounty on the culture of the 
vine—it being asked not in money, but in land, does not change its nature. ‘The public lands are the common pro- 
perty of the people of the United States, and the proceeds of the sales thereof ought to be applied only to national 
purposes, for which, if this source of revenue did not exist, the Government would be bound to provide by a tax on the 
people. As every donation of public land, or diminution of its price, for the encouragement of any species of labor, 
must, by lessening this source of revenue, increase the demand of the Government on the people, it is the same in 
effect to them, whether the encouragement is given in a grant of money or land; if we would not give the former, 
we ought to withhold the latter. 

The committee, therefore, recommend the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted. 
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APPLICATION TO CONFIRM AN INDIAN GRANT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 3, 1806. 


Mr. Grecc, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of George Ash, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

It appears from the statement made by this petitioner, and a number of letters and certificates which accompany 
his petition, that he was made a prisoner by the Indians in the early part of his life, and remained with them until 
the treaty of Greenville. ‘That, tor sundry services rendered the Indians, they promised to give him a tract of land 
on the west side of the Ohio, and opposite the mouth of Kentucky river; for which tract, they have since given him 
a regular conveyance: that, being now married, and settled on the land, he hopes Congress will confirm the grant. 

By an act passed on the 22d day of July, 1790, itis enacted, that no sale of lands made by Indians or any tribe 
or nation of Indians, within the United States, shall be valid to any person or persons, or to any State, whether 
having the right of pre-emption to such lands, or not, unless the same shall be duly made and executed at 
some public treaty held under the authority of the United States. This act has been repealed, but its provisions 
have been carried into other laws; and, in most of the treaties made with the Indians, a provision is inserted, contin- 
ing the right of purchasing their lands exclusively to the United States. In the treaty of Greenville in particular, 
the Indians have strictly bound themselves not to dispose of or sell their lands, or any part of them, to any but the 
United States; and the nations who were a party in that treaty, particularly the Delawares and Shawanees, claimed 
to be the proprietors of the land in which the petitioner’s grant is included. The conveyance of the tract appears to be 
fairly executed, and is signed by seven Indians, styling themselves chiefs of the Delaware and Shawanee nations; but 
it having been made expressly contrary to law, and more particularly to the provision in the treaty of Greenville, to 
which these very nations were a party, it is of course void. . 

The committee recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted. 
[Norz.—See further report, No. 140.] 
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LAND CLAIMS IN WEST FLORIDA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 24, 1806. 


Mr. Greco, from the Committee on Public Lancs, to whom was referred the petition of Roger Enos, made the 
following report: 


This petitioner states that he served in the army in the war against France from 1755 until 1763. ‘That, in con- 
sequence of a proclamation issued by the King of Great Britain, promising a bounty in land to the officers and sol- 
diers who served in that war, a company was formed under the name and title of the Military Adventurers, for the 
purpose of exploring the province of West Florida, and making their locations therein, if it should be found to answer 
their purpose. That he, with some others, were appointed a committee by the company to proceed to West Florida 
to carry their views into effect. That the said committee, with the approbation of the Governor of West Florida 
did locate nineteen townships between the river Yazoo and the Natchez. ‘That one of these townships was assigne 
to him by the company, in compensation for his services; in his title to which township he now prays to be confirmed. 

He also states his having been an officer in the American army during the revolutionary war, and prays that he 
may receive such quantity of land as other officers of his rank have received. 

The company of Military Adventurers, of which this petitioner states himself to have been an agent, submitted 
their claim to the commissioners appointed to investigate and_report on the claims made by settlers and other per- 
sons to lands within the territory situate west of the river Chattahoochee, and south of the cession made to the 
United States by South Carolina. These commissioners, after a thorough investigation of the subject, have decided 
that the claim set up in the name of the company for the nineteen townships has no foundation. The promise of 
grants by the Governor of West Florida was only to such as should become actual settlers. Such of the settlers 
as did obtain grants, and such as have continued on the lands, are embraced by the provisions made for other claim- 
ants of a similar description. If the petitioner has either a grant, or a settlement claim, he can avail himself of the 
provisions of the act providing for the sale of the public lands south of the State of Tennessee; if he has neither he 
cannot expect to succeed in his present application. 

If the petitioner is entitled to land as an officer in the revolutionary army, there is no legal impediment to prevent 
his obtaining it. The laws on that subject point out the course for him to pursue. The committee submit it as their 
opinion that the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition and the several papers accompanying the same. 
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ERROR IN THE TREASURY INSTRUCTIONS TO THE LAND OFFICERS IN THE NORTH- 
WESTERN TERRITORY, RELATIVE TO CALCULATING THE DISCOUNT FOR PROMPT 
/ AYMENT. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 26, 1806. 


Mr. Greece, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Samuel Dick, William 
Bruce, and Asa Kitchell, made the following report: 


These petitioners state that, at the public sale of the lands of the United States, held at Cincinnati in the month 
of April, 1801, they became purchasers of three several lots or sections of land, for which they made prompt 
payment, and received, respectively, from the Register of the Land Office at Cincinnati, their final certificates, par- 
ticularly specifying payment to have been fully made on the said three lots or sections of land. That the Secretary 
of the Treasury refuses receiving these certificates as sufficient evidence of the full and complete payment of the 
aforesaid three lots, on the ground that the discount allowed on the prompt payment, made as aforesaid, was too 
great, and not in conformity with the true intent and meaning of the act providing for the sale of the lands of the 
United States in the territory northwest of the Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky rivers and that, therefore, 
they are induced to pray Congress to interpose in their behalf, and make provision securing to them the absolute fee 
of the said three several lots, agreeably to their respective purchases. 

In the fifth section of an act passed on the 10th day of May, 1800, entitled “* An act providing for the sale of the 
lands of the United States northwest of the Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river,” the following provision 
is contained: ** A discount, at the rate of eight per cent. a year, shall be allowed on any of the three last payments 
which shall be paid before the same shall become due, reckoning this discount always upon the sum which would 
have been demandable by the United States on the day appointed for such payment.” Some time after the passing 
of this act, and previous to the sale of the public Jands, rules for calculating this discount were transmitted from the 
Treasury Department to the Receivers of Public Money in the Northwestern territory; but it does not appear they 
were accompanied by any other instructions. In these rules an erroneous principle was > ie. by oe 5 the eight 
per cent. discount was allowed to be taken from the principal, instead of a sum composed of the principal and interest 
which would be demandable by the Government on the day appointed for payment. 

The error having been discovered, the question was submitted to the Attorney General, and a copy of his opinion 
as to the true construction of the law was transmitted to the Receivers of the Public Money in the territory afore- 
said, on the 12th day of March, 1801. The public sale of the land at Cincinnati commenced on the first Monday of 
April, and the letter containing the Attorney General’s opinion did not reach the Receiver of the Public Money at 
that place until the 20th of that month. On the 3d of June, 1801, a letter was addressed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury to that officer, informing him that no patents should issue unless the whole purchase money should have 
been paid according to law, and directing him to give information of such decision to purchasers to whom receipts 
in full might have been erroneously given. _ 

It appears by a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury accompanying this report,* that these instructions have 
been literally adhered to; and that, although more than a hundred thousand acres had been sold at Steubenville and 
Cincinnati previous to the receipt of the Attorney General’s opinion, in no instance (one solitary case excepted) has 
a patent been subsequently issued, except on payment in full in conformity with that opinion and the instructions 
issued thereon. 

The committee are unable to discover any reason why these petitioners should be excepted from the general rule. 
They became purchasers under the law, and, of course, are subject to its provisions. ‘The terms of the law, in 
relation to the discount, are clear and explicit; and it would appear that the error in the rules originally transmitted 
to the Receivers of the Public Money must have been merely a mistake, and could not have proceeded froma delibe- 
rate misconstruction of the law. 

The committee, after mature deliberation, and considering the subject in every light in which it presented itself 
to their view, are of opinion that the petitioners are entitled to no relief in the premises, and therefore recommend 
the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted, and that the petitioners have leave to withdraw 
the same, together with the several papers which accompany it. 


* Not found. 
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LANDS FOR SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS IN THE TERRITORY OF ORLEANS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 27, 1806. 


Mr. Grorce W. Campsext, from the committee to whom were referred the memorial of the Legislative Council of 
the territory of Orleans, and also the memorial of the House of Representatives of the same territory, made the 
following report on the said memorial of the said Legislative Council, and, in part, on the said memorial of the 
said House of Representatives: 


The object of the memorialists is to obtain from the General Government a grant of lands for the establishment 
and support of colleges, schools, and other seminaries of education, within the territory of Orleans. 

Your committee are of opinion it ought to be a primary object with the General Government to encourage and 
promote education in every part of the Union. so far as the same can be done consistent with the general policy of 
the nation, and so as not to infringe the municipal regulations that are or may be adopted by the respective State au- 
thorities on this subject. : oe 

The benefits resulting to society, in general, from the establishment and cy be of public institutions for the edu- 
cation of youth and the general diffusion of science, are too well known to all discerning persons to require any par- 
ticular investigation on the present occasion. The National Legislature has, by several of its acts on former occa- 
sions, evinced, in the strongest manner, its disposition to afford the means of establishing and fostering, with a 
liberal hand, such public institutions. ; oe 

By a resolution of the old Congress under the confederation, of the 20th March, 1785, it is declared that lot No. 
16, of every township in the territory northwest of the river Ohio, (which is equal to one thirty-sixth part of the same.) 
shall be reserved fur the maintenance of public schools within the said township. It also appears, by an act of Con- 
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gress, passed the 3d March, 1803, that, in addition to certain tracts of land before that time appropriated for that 

urpose, there were appropriated, and vested in the Legislature of the State of Ohio, in trust for the use of schools 
in that State, certain quarter townships in certain tracts therein described, estimated to be equal to the one thirty- 
sixth part of all the lands contained in the said several tracts to which the Indian claim had been extinguished; also, 
the one thirty-sixth part of all the lands of the United States, lying in the said State of Ohio, to which the Indian 
title had not been extinguished, which might be purchased of the said Indian tribes by the United States; making 
the quantity of land appropriated for the use of schools within the said State, equal, at least, to one thirty-sixth part 
of all the lands belonging to the United States within the same. 

A similar provision has also been made by a law, passed in 1803, for the use of schools in the Mississippi territory. 

By this liberal policy, the General Government has secured to the people of the State of Ohio and of the Missis- 
sippi territory, a permanent fund for the promotion of learning, and the general diffusion of knowledge within the 
same. 

Your committee are of opinion it would be sound policy in the General Government, as well as consistent with 
equal justice, to%act, on this occasion, with the same liberality towards the people of the territory of Orleans that 
has been shown in relation to the State of Ohio and the Mississippi territory; and to make the like provision for the 
establishment and support of public schools in the one case that has been made in the others. 

In pursuing this line of conduct, the National Legislature will afford to the people of the territory of Orleans the 
strongest proof of a disposition, not only to extend to them the rights and privileges of American citizens in gene- 
ral, but to place them on an equal footing with the citizens of the most favored portion of the Union, who-have ex- 
perienced the immediate attention of the General Government, and to observe towards them the fostering care of an 
indulgent parent, feeling a lively interest in their future prosperity and happiness. In this measure, the people of 
that territory will become sensible. in some degree at least, of the advantages they have derived, and may yet obtain, 
from being incorporated into the Union, and becoming a portion of a free and independent nation. 

The committee have not been able to obtain official information to enable them to form a correct opinion with regard 
to the quantity or value of the public lands within the city of New Orleans; nor have they any information respecting 
the situation of the said lands, in relation to the centre of the city, or the bank of the river Mississippi; and, as it may 
probably be necessary for the General Government to reserve, for public purposes, some portions of the said lands, 
which cannot, at present, be designated, your committee are of opinion it would not be advisable, at this time, to 
appropriate or dispose of the lands belonging to the United States within the limits of the city of New Orleans. 

Your committee respectfully submit to the House the following resolution: 


Resolved, That, for the establishment and support of:public schools within the territory of Orleans, there shal! 
be appropriated, and reserved from sale, one thirty-sixth part of all the lands of the United States, within the said 
territory, to which the Indian claim has been extinguished, or may hereafter be extinguished; which one thirty-sixth 
part shall consist of the section No. 16 in each township, if the said lands shall be surveyed in townships of six miles 
square each, and the same divided into sections of one mile square each; and shall, if the lands be surveyed in a 
different manner, be designated by lots; and the lands so appropriated shall be applied to the use aforesaid, within 
the townships, or particular divisions not exceeding townships in extent, respectively, within which the same shall lie. 
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CLAIMS TO LAND IN AND ADJOINING NATCHEZ. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 4, 1806. 


Mr. Grece, from the Committee oh Public Lands, to whom were referred the petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
assistants of the city of Natchez, the petition and memorial of William Dunbar, and the memorial of the Board 
of Trustees of Jefferson college, made the following report: 


The above petitions relate to the conflicting claims of the corporation of the city of Natchez, of the trustees of 
Jefferson college, and of William Dunbar, to a certain piece or parcel of land lying within the limits of the city 
aforesaid, between the buildings thereof and the bluff of the Mississippi river; and also to the conflicting claims of 
the —— corporation and trustees to two town lots, occupying a central situation in the city above- 
mentioned. 

For three successive sessions, this subject has been before Congress, the history of which is as follows: 

In the twelfth section of the act entitled ** An act. regulating the grants of land, and providing for the disposa! 
of the lands of the United States south of the State of Tennessee,” a reservation is made of ‘* such town lots, not 
exceeding two in the town of Natchez, and of such an out-lot adjoining the same, not exceeding thirty acres, as may 
be the property of the United States, to be located by the Government of the Mississippi territory, for the use of 
Jefferson college. , 

After this reservation was known to the corporation of Natchez, they, apprehending that the land and lots before- 
mentioned, which had been in the possession and use of the town, and to which they conceived it entitled in justice, 
might be located for the use of the college, petitioned Congress to confirm their claim to the said land and lots, and 
to grant them such other vacant lands as might be found within the limits of the city. 

The committee to whom this petition was referred made a report favorable to so much of it as relates to the 
land in front of the town, and the two town lots claimed by the corporation. A short time after, a petition was 
received from William Dunbar, claiming the land in front of the town, as already described. This petition, and that 
of the corporation, were then referred to a new committee, who, just as they were about to report in favor of the 
latter, received information that the two town lots had been located by the Governor, and the land in front of the 
town by the Secretary of the territory, for the use of the college. Upon the receipt of this information, the com- 
mittee recommended a resolution (which was afterwards agreed to) for suspending all further proceedings relative 
to this subject until the end of the last session of Congress. : 

Early in the last session, a memorial was received from the trustees of the college, claiming the land and lots 
in question. as the property of that institution. About the same time, another memorial was received from William 
Dunbar, in support of his claim to the land in front of the town, and requesting that the consideration of all petitions 
relative thereto might be postponed, and that time might be allowed him to prepare further representations on the 
subject. 1 : ; 

The select committee to whom all these conflicting claims were referred, like the preceding committees on the 
same subject, reported in favor of the claim of the corporation; but the report was not acted upon by the House 
during the session. cies ’ 

By an official act of Governor Williams, bearing date the 18th of November last, the locations in favor of the 
. college have been withdrawn; and the question, of consequence, is again placed on fair, equitable ground, and ren- 
dered susceptible of such legislative decision as may be dictated by justice and expediency. 

The principles of the question should next be considered. 
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The claim of William Dunbar to the land in front of the town is founded, as appears by documents, “pon a grant 
from the Spanish Governor, Gayoso, subsequent to the treaty of limits and navigation with Spain, in c... “eration 
of services rendered by this memorialist to the Spanish Government. The claim of the corporation t+ che sand just 
mentioned is founded, as appears by several depositions, upon a previous reservation made by the same Governor, 
when the town was laid off, for the preservation of health, and other useful purposes. The foundation of the claim 
of the trustees has been already stated. 

In comparing the respective merits of these claims, your committee have no difficulty in forming an opinion. On 
the ground of equity they conceive that, as the people of the town of Natchez settled and made improvements there, 
under an impression that the reservation of this land, made by the competent authority, would be continued for 
their common convenience, and as it was continued as long as that authority existed, they ought not to be deprived 
of the benefits of that reservation, either by the Government which had ceased, or that which succeeded. 

On the ground of expediency, your committee observe a very obvious and important difference between the claim 
of the corporation, and the claims of the two other parties. It is apparent that the latter are asserted, from a con- 
sideration of the pecuniary value of the land in question, whilst the former is defended with a view of averting these 
evils which are considered as inevitable should either of the other claims be finally established. Your committee 
are assured that no part of this land was ever contemplated as a site for the college. The object of the trustees, there- 
fore, as well as of the individual claimants, must be, if successful, to make the most advantageous disposition of the 
land, by laying it out into lots for the erection of buildings, without entering into the physical reasonings of which the 
subject seems to be peculiarly susceptible. In support of the claim of the corporation, your committee would sug- 
gest as their opinion, that it ought to be left to those who are immediately interested, to devise and use such means as 
to them may appear necessary for the preservation of health. It is with a view to this great end that the people of 
Natchez wish to ventilate the town, by keeping the reserved space on the bluff of the river unoccupied with 
buildings. ‘To say nothing of cther local objects of minor consideration, to which this reservation seems necessary, 
your committee conceive that the one above mentioned is of sufficient importance to authorize the experiment, 
viormarg it be considered in relation to the town of Natchez alone, or to other towns that may be hereafter esta- 

ished. 
It seems by a letter of the 19th of November last, from the Governor of the territory, who is President of the 
Board of the Trustees, and who also is authorized to locate the out-lot for the college, that a more advantageous 
location of other land may be made for that institution. Your committee, therefore, can see no well founded reason 
why the right of the United States to the land in question shoul: not be vested in the corporation of the city. 

n the two town lots, or on one of them, which had been located for the use of the college, stands an old build- 
ing, which, under the Spanish Government, was appropriated to the use of the clergy, but is at present used for 
the threefold purpose of holding the Mayor’s court, the meetings of the Common Council, and the performing di- 
vine service. Except these two town lots, there are no others within the knowledge of your committee, claimed by 
the town, on which buildings may be erected, for the abovementioned or any other public purposes. From this 
consideration, and from the additional one, of the great expense which the inhabitants of the town of Natchez. have 
to sustain from its peculiar local circumstances, your committee should not hesitate to recommend a grant of those 
lots to the corporation, did they know that the grant of town lots to the college could be satisfied by another loca- 
tion. But, possessing no certain knowledge on this part of the subject, they abstain from recommending any legis- 
lative measure relative thereto, presuming that such a salutary exercise of discretion may be expected from the 
Governor of the territory, as may be best calculated to do justice, and to obviate, as far as practicable, every cause 
of local contention. 

With respect to granting to the corporation all the lands that may be found vacant within the limits of the city, 
your committee conceive that it would be proper to ascertain what lands are vacant, before any decision is had on 
this part of the prayer of their petition. 

From the foregoing facts and considerations, your committee are induced to recommend the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the right of the United States to the land lying between the front street of the city of Natchez. 
and the Mississippi river ought to be vested in the corporation of said city, so as not to interfere with the legal 
claims of any individuals, if any there be, nor with the lands annexed to the old fort adjacent thereto: Provided, 
That the said land be neither cultivated nor occupied with buildings, but be planted with trees, and preserved as a 
common for the use, comfort, and health of the inhabitants of the city aforesaid. 


Mississippr TERRITORY, WASHINGTON, November 19, 1805. 

Sir: 
Enclosed isa procedure which, I am convinced, the interest of Jefferson college rendered expedient, and I 
trust it will eet the approbation of yourself, and those who are friendly to that intended institution. Although 1 
am not disposed to think that any of the consequences which, it is probable, might have resulted from the locations 
made by the late Governor and Secretary, could, in a legal point of view, have ultimatel: impaired the right of the 
college to the donation of two lots in the city of Natchez, and an out-lot of thirty acres, adjoining, it certainly 
tended to hold the college up as a party in the litigations about title, and might create some doubts and. embarrass- 
ments relative to making other or further locations, in case it should be found necessary when lands, the property 
of the United States, became to be known. ; 

Again, from a more complete knowledge of what land will be found to be the property of the United States, 
adjoining Natchez, than perhaps was possessed at the time of making those locations, as also trom the approaching 
destruction of the present landing for the city, occasioned by the Mississippi tearing away its banks, { am confident 
a more advantageous location of the out-lot, or part thereof, will become practicable. 

have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
ROBERT WILLIAMS. 


The Hon. Witxi1am Lattimore. 


MississipP1 TERRITORY. 


Whereas, by the 12th section of a law of the United States, passed the 3d of March, 1803, entitled “ An act 
regulating the grants of land, and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United States south of the State of 
Tennessee,” among other reservations for the support of schools and the use of Jefferson college, are “* such 
town lots not exceeding two in the town of Natchez, and of such an out-lot adjoining the same, not exceeding thirty 
acres, as may be the property of the United States, to be located by the Governor of the Mississippi territory for 
the use of said college.’ akc 

And whereas, in order to ascertain the claims to lands, and know such as are vacant, commissioners have been 
appointed, by virtue of the above recited. law, and until they shall have completed the object of their appointment, 
it cannot be known what portion ef land, or which particular tract is vacant, and the property of the United States: 
and the late Governor of this territory, William C. C. Claiborne, and Cato West, whilst Secretary of the same 
in the absence of the Governor aforesaid, having, on the 2d and 22d days of December, 1803, respectively located 
two lots in the said city of Natchez, and also an out-lot of thirty acres, adjoining the same, for the purposes afore- 
said, to which said two lots, and out-lot of thirty acres, sundry claims are made, and still depending before the 
proper authorities, whereby it is rendered uncertain whether the said two lots and out-lot aforesaid will be de- 
clared the property of the United States, until which, the locating of them may hazard the interest of the college, 
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and has already very much retarded its advancement, by involving it nominally in disputes, and an investigation 
respecting titles, which, in substance, are depending between the respective parties claimant and the United States, 
and before which decision the college can derive no claim and. right of title to the same in virtue of the said 12th 
section of the before cited act. | 

In order, therefore, that the interest of the said college may not be jeopardized, and the Governor for the time 
being embarrassed, should any or a part of said lots, located as aforesaid, be found not to be the property of the 
United States; and inasmuch as the right of the college to the same is a vested one from the 3d of March, 1803, 
and cannot be effected by any subsequent claim or after disposition; and that the locations as authorized by the 
above 12th section of the law aforesaid, may be made to the greatest possible advantage for the use of the college, 
as soon as the land, the property of the United States, shall be regularly ascertained, and because the locations were 

remature, 

I, Robert Williams, Governor of the Mississippi tice do, by these presents, withdraw both of the said lo- 
cations _ as aforesaid, hereby declaring the right of Jefferson college to be the same as though they had never 
been made. 

Given under my hand at the town of Washington, in the territory aforesaid, this 18th day of November, in the 


year one thousand eight hundred and five. 
ROBERT WILLIAMS. 


Mississippi TERRITORY, WasuHineTon, November 19, 1805. 
Sir: 
Enclosed you have my act withdrawing the two locations made and deposited in your office by the late 
Governor Claiborne, and Cato West, Secretary, for the use of Jefferson college. 


I am, with respect, yours, &c. 
ROBERT WILLIAMS. 


Isaac Brices, Surveyor of the lands of the 
Onited States south of the Stai of Tennessee. 
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PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS IN INDIANA AND MISSISSIPPI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 11, 1806. 


Mr. Grece, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom were referred the petitions of sundry residents of the 
Indiana and Mississippi territories, praying for a right of pre-emption to the lands on which they have settled, 
made the following report: | 


That, from the statement made by the petitioners, it appears that they migrated to the said territories, and settled 
on the public lands, without the authority of law, or any pretension to a claim of title. That, in many instances, 
they have made extensive and valuable improvements, and, on that ground, consider themselves entitled to a pre- 
emption right of the tracts on which they are settled, to include their improvements. 

The committee are sensible that if such lands are offered at public sale to the highest bidder, the settler must 
either purchase, or abandon his improvement. ‘This would appear, at first view, as imposing a serious hardship on 
individuals; but when it is considered that these individuals settled without authority, or any reasonable ground of 
expectation from Government, it is evident that any hardships to which they may be exposed are chargeable only to 
their own indiscretion. It is believed that individuals who have settled prior to the passage of the laws for disposin 
of the public lands may, from their long possession, have drawn advantages from the ‘land equal to the value of 
their improvement; and the more recent settlers can have no claim to a preference in purchase, which will not apply 
with equal force in favor of such persons as may hereafter settle on the public lands. An indulgence in the present 
instance would encourage abuses in future, and might eventually lead to an entire abandonment of the existing land 
system, in exchange for one wholly incompatible with the idea of deriving a revenue from the sale of public lands, 
and, by encouraging migration beyond its natural and necessary progress, create an interest hostile to the general 
welfare of the Union. It might be observed further, that, by an extension of this right to the claimants, we enable 
individuals to select and engross the most eligible spots in point of situation and soil, and thereby destroy all com- 
petition in the public sales. 

The committee, from this view of the subject, respectfully recommend the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners ought not to be granted. 


Wasuincron, March 8th, 1806. 
Sir: 

As the Committee on Public Lands have decided against extending the right of pre-emption to persons who 
have settled on the lands of the United States in the Mississippi territory since the 3d of March, 1803, I beg leave 
to submit to their consideration three distinct propositions, as modifications of that question. ; 

Let the petitioners, and those similarly situated, have the lands they have settled on the usual credit, at two 
dollars and twenty-five cents the acre, if they take as much as, or more than, a half section; or at two dollars and 
thirty-seven and a half cents, if they take less than that quantity: or, 

Let them have the lands at such valuation as the superintendents of the sales, or other persons chosen-and quali- 
fied for the purpose, shall make of each tract respectively: or, if neither of these propositions shall be agreed to, 

Let provision be made by law for securing the value of the improvements on such lands to the settlers who may 
have made them, from those who may purchase the lands, with which they may be included. 

The committee will perceive, from these propositions, that my view is not to secure to these settlers the lands in 
question for less than their natural value, but to preserve them from a sacrifice which they have been induced to 
risk from an attachment to their country, and a reliance upon the fostering liberality of their Government. I presume 
it is unnecessary to refer, in Ae of the propriety of this remark, to what I stated in my written explanation of 
the 8th ult., or to the respectable verbal information that has since been obtained, relative to the very easy terms on 
which lands, equal in quality, and preferable as to local convenience, might have been procured in the adjacent 
Spanish dominions. But, independent of this consideration, and barely on the score of humanity, I should conceive 
it worthy of the principles and character of our Government to adopt some legislative expedient for protecting the 
possessions of the poor laborious agriculturist from the grasp of the more able and unfeeling land speculator. 

It ought to be considered that the clearing of land where these people have settled will cost, if paid for in montis 
about four times as much as the land would sell for without any clearing. But it cannot be expected that the addi- 
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tional price which the lands may yield in consequence of a clearing, or of any buildings which may be erected thereon. 
will bear any proportion to the money expended, or the labor bestowed, in making such improvements. There will, 
therefore, be but Tittle additional revenue to the Government, though a serious loss to the actual settler; whilst some 
speculating purchaser will reap the advantages. = 

But, whatever advanced price the lands may command, if sold to the highest bidder, I should presume that it 
would be difficult to find any member of the Government who would like to see the revenue of the United States 
increased at the expense of sacrificing the interests of some of the most useful description of citizens. Such, how- 
ever, must be the case, if some provision is not made to prevent it. 

In selling these lands to the highest bidder, the settler, and any person who may bid against him, are placed upon 
very unequal ground. The one has to consider how much he can pay for his own labor, whilst the other calculates 
the profits that may arise from the Jabor of others. Where such ungenerous purchasers as the latter may come from, 
I know not; but we all know that such are always to be found wherever speculation may invite them. 

I perceived that an apprehension of an inconvenient precedent. was the principal, if not the only cause, which 
produced the decision already had on this question. But I hope that this objection will be superseded by the adoption 
of one or the other of the modifications herein proposed. I consider the existing provisions relative to. the disposa! 
of public lands as constituting a very good system. But it would be ascribing to ita perfection, of which I conceive 
it not susceptible, to suppose it would require no further amendments. ‘The situation of the settlers, for whom 1] 
feel so much interested, is peculiar, and therefore requires some peculiar provision in their favor. If the idea of 
purchasing public lands in the Mississippi territory had not been held out to emigrants, or if there had been any for 
sale after these settlers had emigrated thither, they would have had less reason for soliciting such provision. But 
seeing that their expectations had been founded upon an act of Congress, and that, when disappointed, they had 
either to repose upon the liberality of the Government, or abandon its jurisdiction, [ would submit to the committee 
whether they have not a claim to its indulgence. 

Other considerations, which might be added, in favor of the settlers, may, it is presumed, present themselves to 
the committee. I have troubled them already more than I had wished, from a persuasion that upon their decision - 
depends the ultimate issue of the question. At this advanced stage of the session, when the House is so much occu- 
pied with important national concerns, I should have no hope of success in attempting amendments disapproved of 
by the committee. Ina few months, it is expected, the public lands in the Mississippi territory will be exposed to 
sale; and, for aught I know, before the next session commences, that territory, already too much retarded in its 
settlement by circumstances rather casual than natural, may, by the operation of existing provisions, be stripped of 


a fourth part of its present population. ; 
[ am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


WILLIAM LATTIMORE. 
The Hon. A. Grecc. 
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SCHOOL LANDS, SURVEYS, AND PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 11, 1806. 


the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of sundry inhabitants of the 


Mr. Greee, from _to whom was 
county of Washington, in the Mississippi territory, made the following report: 


These petitioners state that the settlements in that country are generally confined to the good lands on the 
margin of the rivers, and that, owing to that circumstance, section No. 16, which by law has been appropriated for 
the support of schools, seldom falls on vacant land. They pray that, in such cases, a section other than 16 may be 
located for the support of schools; and that, where a vacant section cannot be found in a township, a section may be 
located in an adjoining township in which there may be vacant land. 

They also pray that a tract of land on the Tombigbee river, containing about eighty acres, being the same on 
which Fort St. Stephen’s stands, may be laid off into town lots, and disposed of, subject to a ground rent, applica- 
ble * the support of a principal school; and that a further quantity of land may be appropriated for the use of said 
school. 

They also pray that the execution of the surveys yet to be made may be at the expense of the United States. 

And they further pray that pre-emption claimants, who shall exclude from their surveys such parts thereof as 
are — by British grants, legally and fully executed, may be authorized to receive their patents for the re- 
mainder. 

As the object of the Legislature, in appropriating section No. 16 in each township, was for the laudable and 
useful purpose of promoting education, and diffusing its advantages as equally as possible, the committee conceive 
it would not comport with the original intention to deprive a township of that benefit, either because all the land in 
it was covered with other claims, or that section No. 16 was found not to be vacant. ‘They would, therefore, recom- 
mend the same provision being made to relieve them from this inconvenience in the Mississippi, and all the other 
territories of the United States, as was adopted ona similar application from the State of Ohio. 

Neither do the committee feel any hesitation in recommending a provision being made fur authorizing the issuing 
of patents to pre-emption claimants, for such parts of their claims as are not covered by British grants, legally and 
fully executed. ee 6 ; ‘ 

af relation to the application of the petitioners, so far as respects the expense of executing their surveys, the 
committee can perceive no reason for granting such an indulgence. This principle was early adopted, and has been 
uniformly practised on, and there does not appear any sufficient cause, in the present instance, either for changing 
or relaxing the system. ’ ead = 

As to the application for the tract of land on the Tombigbee, the committee think it inadmissible: By the state- 
ment of the petitioners themsélves, it appears that the valuable land in that country is generally adjacent to the 
rivers, and that it is principally covered by claims of some description. ‘This tract appears to be the only one of 
any great extent or value, for which some claim is not set up. The expense in supporting that Government, and in 
ascertaining and deciding on the conflicting claims, seem to point out the eee | of retaining some lands, to which 
the United States might ultimately look for indemnification. Besides, as the buildings on the tract are now occu- 
pied by the United States as trading houses with the Choctaw Indians, an application of them to other purposes 
might interfere with that arrangement. ; 

The committee recommend the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners, so far as respects locating a section other than No. 16 in each 
township, where that number is not vacant, and for locating a section in adjoining townships, for the support of 
schools in such townships as have no vacant lands, is reasonable, and ought to be granted. 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners, so far as respects exonerating individual claimants from the expense 
of having their surveys executed, and so far, also, as it relates to an application for a tract of land on the Tombigbee, 


ought not to be granted. 
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LAND TITLES IN MICHIGAN TERRITORY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE 18TH oF MARCH, 1806.‘ 


Mr. Jackson, from the committee to whom was referred the message from the President of the United States, 
transmitting a report from the Governor and presiding judge of the territory of Michigan, relative to the State 
of that territory, made the following report, in part: : 

That one of the subjects of primary importance referred to in the said communication relates to the public lands 
in that territory, and the claims of individuals upon the justice and liberality of the General Government, for their 
respective occupancies. In directing their attention to these objects, the committee, by their chairman, addressed a 
letter to the Secretary of the Treasury upon the 3d of January last, requesting to know of him when it was expected 
the report of the commissioners appointed under the act of Congress of the 26th day of March, 1804, relating to the 
claims of lands in the Michigan territory, would be received at the Treasury Department: to which they received his 
answer of the same date, expressing his expectation that a partial report, consisting of a list of all the claims entered, 
and on what species of title grounded, might be expected a the next mail. It, however, did not arrive in time to 
be communicated to the committee until the 5th instant, when a copy of the report and documents, with communi- 
cations from Judge Woodward, were sent under cover of a letter from the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to them;,and 
which, being necessary to a correct understanding of this subject, are referred to, and made part of their report. 
‘The committee have deemed it proper to state concisely these facts, as offering an apology for the great delay which 
has attended their deliberations upon subjects which, from their importance to the territory of Michigan and its 
inhabitants, they recommend to the prompt attention of the House: for, should the present session.pass by without 
affording legislative relief, it is confidently stated to them that those people would consider it as a‘ rejection of their 
claims, would abandon their farms, and remove beyond our limits, despairing of ever receiving a complete title. 
And this is enforced by a recurrence to the report of the commissioners, and the communications aforesaid; and 
also a letter addressed by Judge Woodward to the chairman, by which the House will perceive that, netwithstand- 
—o ig rg of this country for nearly one hundred and fifty years, only e¢g/t regular titles are to be found 
within its limits. 

Some difficulty suggested itself to the committee in determining to what period the settlements should be con- 
firmed to the occupants. If only tu the 30:h of November, 1782, when the treaty of peace was concluded with 
Great Britain, the claims of persons who might be induced to remove from the adjacent British provinces, by 
attachment to our Government, and who have certainly more merit than many antecedent settlers, would be 
excluded. And if to any subsequent period prior to the organization of a regular Government there, which was 
not until the 2d of July, 1805, claims would be omitted, which differed only in a single unimportant shade from 
those receiving confirmation. By the address of Governor St. Clair to the Indians, bearing date the 3d of October, 
1799, which must be regarded as a pledge to the Canadians ‘* that the United States would not take their farms 
trom them,” it is fair to presume that many persons were induced to remain on lands not then endeared to them by 
a course of cultivation and improvement, which makes home one of the strongest ties to our country. And when it 
is considered that the last blow of Indian hostilities, which cost the United States much blood and treasure, had 
there been recently struck, and they were no doubt restless under their defeat and consequent losses, the promise 
made to the Indians in behalf of these people was dictated by the soundest policy. If, therefore, as the committee 
conceive, the United States cannot consistently reject claims founded on settlement prior to that time, it will be 
found, by a recurrence to the chronological table communicated by Judge Woodward, that a very few remaining 
ones up to the said Ist day of July, 1805, have not received a sanction already. In addition to the foregoing reasons, 
the committee cannot forbear impressing it upon the House, that this territory must be viewed as an out-post, far 
removed from the immediate protection of the United States; and, therefore, the truest economy would be promoted 
by a liberal policy to the people of the said territory, as a sure means of binding them to us by the ties of interest 
and of friendships thereby to increase the physical force of the country, so as to oppose a formidable barrier to en- 
Sere geen in that quarter, and soon supersede the necessity of the maintenance of a military force there by the 
United States. 

In conformity with these ideas, the committee submit to the House the bill which accompanies this report. 


Wasuincton, January 3d, 1806. 
SiR: 

The committee of the House of Representatives, to whom the message of the President of the United States, 
transmitting a report from the Governor and presiding judge of the Michigan territory, was referred, have instructed 
me to request information of you, when it is expected the report of the commissioners appointed under the act of 
Congress, of the 26th day of March, 1804, relating to the claims to lands in that territory, will be received at the 
Treasury Department. 


Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. G. JACKSON. 


Honorable A. Gatiarin, Secretary of the Treasury. 


‘ Treasury DeparrmMent, January 3d, 1806. 
SIR: 
As by the law of last session the time to enter with the proper Register notices of claims to lands. in the 
three districts of Detroit, Vincennes, and Kaskaskia, was extended to the Ist day of November, and it was only 
after that date that the commissioners would enter into an examination of the claims, it is probable that their report 
may not be received in time to be laid before Congress during the present session, as had been contemplated by the 
act above mentioned. . 

I am, however, informed by a letter from the clerk of the Board, dated December Ist, 1805, that the commis- 
sioners had prepared a partial report, consisting of a list of all the claims. entered, and on what species of title 
grounded; which partial report he expected to be sent by the same mail which brought his letter. It has not been 
received, but may be expected by next mail. If it be as comprehensive as he states it to be, it will differ from the 
final report only in that it shall not be accompanied by the commissioners’ decision on the claims. But, the nature 
and amount of those claims may, perhaps, be sufficiently described in it to enable Congress to adopt some general 
rules for their confirmation or rejection, without waiting for the final report. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN, 


Honorable Joun G. Jackson, Chairman, &c. 
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Sir: Treasury Department, March 5th, 1806. 


I have the honor to enclose a partial report, made by the commissioners appoi i ims 
Pe distr ; {Detroit ‘ Pp | port, y ppointed to ascertain the land claims 
The full and legal report will not probably be received sufficiently early to be lai g i i 
session. ‘That which is now sent is defective, particularly in that 4 aes pot nig omg oe sii Ia 
and the quantity, situation, and boundaries of the land claimed by virtue of actual settlements. ‘That ‘iheteatinn 
will, according to law, be contained in the final report of the commissioners. 
1 also enclose copies of some communications from Judge Woodward, of Michigan, which may throw some light 
on the subject. g 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


Honorable Joun G. Jackson, Chairman, §c. in Congress. ALBERT GALLATIN. 


i ai ¢ - es Wasuineton, January 4th, 1806. 
ave the honor to reply to the inquiries made by the Secretary of the Treasur i , 
tive to the measures of land, and the number of seth lie farms, in the territory of Wicca ae, a, ele 

There pe a difference of ——.. by af bape cnicigurante! any between the acre used in that country and the 
common American acre. o ascertain this difference exactly, it is necessary to contr i 
— rs re ae « Hw a. a ; i iene 

the London foot be divided into one thousand equal parts, it will require sixty-eig 
to mote the —— — equal to - ante ge de ars. : ¥ Pewter Gone patie tobe aided 
ighteen Parisian feet constitute /a perche. ‘Ten perches square, that is tosay, on 
as ee. ‘ : m power ¥,one hundred squhrepevehes, con- 
n Normandie twenty-two feet compose la perche. Forty square perches compose la vergée. f 
compose Pacre. ‘The Norman series, excepting as to the len th of the foot and vine, was intvotioaci nee ee oad 
by + a First and car jo _ — ie to America. - , 
e Paris arpent must not be confounded with the Norman dere. By the French acre S inhabit- 
ants of the seartbors of Michigan, is always understood the arpent of Paris, and never cc 
case is universally the same in the settlements of France in North America. ; r 

The American acre is nearly thirteen poles square, that is to say, exactly one hundred and sixty square poles, the 

ones pean ease a inches. — : 
e French acre of Michigan is a square, the side of which is one hundred and eig i 
hundred and ninety-two London feet and nearly three inches. ee re en ON Hee 

The American acre gives a square, the side of which is two hundred and eight feet eight inches and a half, with 

a ms —— si canons f 
e difference of the side of a square containing one French acre, and the side of as ining 
rican acre, is sixteen feet five inches and about sixty-four hundredth parts of an inch, “ives neni 

_ The difference of the contents of a French acre and an American acre is eight thousand nine hundred and fifty- 
six ~ gi feet and a fraction of four-fifths of a foot, that is to say, more than one-fifth part of an acre. , 

__ The common practice of the country is, to consider the French foot as equal to thirteen English inches; and the 
side of : French acre to be, therefore, one hundred and ninety-five English feet, making thus an. error of two feet 
nine inches. F 

The farms, with respect to size, may be comprehended in four classes. 

The first class contains farms of eighty French acres; that is to say, two acres front and forty acres depth 

The second class contains farms of one hundred and twenty French acres; that is to say, three aeres front b 
forty acres depth. ‘This is the common size. J 

The third class contains farms of one hundred and sixty French acres; that is to say, four acres front by fort 
acres depth. ; y 
‘ ae fourth class contains farms of two hundred French acres; that is to say, five acres front and forty acres 

epth. 

it thus appears that the depth of a farm is always the same, that is to say, forty Frencl 5 i 
varies from two to three, four, and five French acres, which last none fees F ES ae ee Set 

It is to be observed, however, that many persons claim a duplication of their farms, by adding another farm of 
exactly the same dimensions in the rear, making the whole depth eighty French acres, the front unchanged, and 
varying, as before, from two to three, four, and five acres. The largest French claim, therefore, that can exist is 
four hundred French acres, not three hundred and sixty American acres. ‘The common claim, without the du nli- 
cation, is one hundred and twenty French acres, not one hundred American acres; with the duplication, two cia 
dred and forty French acres, not two hundred American acres. . 

The nature of this claim to a ee will be well understood from a_reference to the remarks on the same 
point, in the representation of the Legislature of the territory of Orleans. They are perfectly similar. It is termed 
the second concession, and is what has been arts used fur wood, and to which, it is alleged, the Government would 
at any time have given a grant, when it was applied for. This was seldom done. ‘The French colonists never pos- 
sessed the same knowledge of agriculture which the English colonists possessed. In the front of their farms is the 
dwelling-house and garden; in the rear of this is, generally, a beautiful and very valuable orchard. In the rear of 
the orchard, a few have a wheatfield, or a cornfield. The cultivation of the whole depth of the farm is seldom in- 
stanced. In this way, both sides of the straitare settled, the houses in one line along the banks of the river, about 
twenty-five rods apart, resembling one continued village, without any settlements off from the river. Their farm- 
ing is altogether on the small scale, and hence there is little or no disposition to engross land. 

These circumstances explain, and, perhaps, in some measure, produce, the character of the people. Possessed 
of comfort, content, and habitual gayety; honest beyond comparison; generous, hospitable, and polished; they seek 
in the duties of piety, and in the pleasures of sociability, an oblivion of all the cares of ambition and of avarice, as 
well as of science. ’ 

The titles to all the farms may be comprehended in six classes. 

. Ba first class consists of grants made by the French Governors of Canada and Louisiana, confirmed by the King 
of France. 

The second class consists of grants made by the French Governors, not confirmed by the King of France. 

The third class consists of occupancies by permission of French military commandingjoflicers, without confirm- 
ation, or even grant, and perhaps, without any written evidence of the permission, but accompanied by long and 
undisturbed possession. _ ; 

The fourth class consists of occupancies while France possessed the country, without any permission whatever 
but still accompanied by enor gr ce Soy ge . 

The fifth class is composed of similar titles, together with extinguishments of native right, by individuals, while 
the country belonged to Great Britain. ; 

The sixth class is composed of occupancies, and extinguishments of native right by individuals, since the coun- 
try has appertained to the United States. 

The titles, therefore, are neither extremely numerous, nor extremely intricate. In order to do justice to the 
Government, they require a close attention to circumstances on the spot. ‘They may be enumerated, however, with 
so much ease, without danger of essential error, that it may be well to state the amount of them. F 
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The lots in the city or town of Detroit are now in those peculiar circumstances, from the causes heretofore 
shown, that perhaps no other authority than the Government can adjust their titles. 

North of Detroit, the native right is extinguished to lake St. Clair. Along this line, there are, in all, sixty-four 
farms, varying in size, as before mentioned; the average about one hundred and twenty French acres, and claimed, 
generally, under the four first classes. 

South of Detroit, the native right is extinguished to the right bank of la riviere aux Raisins. Along this line 
there are thirteen farms claimed under the four first classes, and about one hundred and sixty-three farms claimed 
under the two last classes of title. 

Along and north of lake St. Clair, ina country of which the Indian title is not yet clearly extinguished by the 
— of the United States, there are one hundred and twenty-three farms, claimed under the two last classes 
of title. 

Along lake Erie, and south of la riviere aux Raisins, there are about seventy-five farms, in the same circum- 
stances, and under the same classes. 

In the strait, there are two islands, both claimed by one person, under the fifth class of titles, and on which there 
are ten or fifteen tenants. 

There are thus about seventy-seven claims under the four first classes; about one hundred and sixty-five claims 
— the two last classes; making about two hundred and forty-two claims now within the limits of the American 
title. 6 ‘ 

There are about two hundred claims out of the limits of the American title, so far as it has a definite boundary, 
without the aid of a new treaty. 

Thus, there are about four hundred and fifty farms in the whole country; and when the settlements of Michilli- 
mackinack, of furt Miami, and of the town of Detroit are added, together with from fifty to one hundred families dis- 
persed in remote, and, ina great measure, unknown parts of the Indian country, it comprises all the white settle- 
ments at this day contained within the limits of the territory of Michigan. Of these, a little more than one-half 
have been entered under the former acts of Congress, the time expiring on the Ist day of November last. 

The geographical contents of the whole territory, the proportion of good land, and the quantum of settlements, 
are not susceptible of precise ascertainment. The southern boundary is not certain. It is also uncertain whether 
the most northern extreme of lake Michigan is in Green bay, or an intermediate point between Green bay and the 
straits of Michillimackinack. From this extreme, the line runs due north to the British boundary, in the middle of 
lake Superior. From the southeast extremity of the territory, in Jake Erie, or its vicinity, to the northwest .extre- 
mity in lake Superior, is five hundred miles. From the northeast extremity, in the middle of lake Huron, to the 
middle of lake Michigan, southwest, is three hundred miles. ‘The greatest length, multiplied by the greatest breadth, 
would give one hundred and fifty thousand square miles, equal to ninety-six millions of acres. For its deviation from a 
square form, which is very considerable; for water, of which the proportion is very greats and for land not valua- 
ble, of which the proportion is also not small; let the large allowance be assumed of seventy-six millions of acres. 
The quantity of good land may then be estimated at eighteen ur twenty millions of acres. . 

From the most liberal adjustment of claims which can possibly be made, there cannot be required a deduction 
exceeding one hundred and fifty thousand acres. a very inconsiderable proportion of the wholes but, from the pros- 
perous state of which part, the whole of the remainder must derive its consequence, and until the adjustment of 
which it is probable no other parts can conveniently be disposed of. 

AUGUSTUS WOODWARD. 


WasuincTon, January 17, 1806. 


In addition to my letter of the 4th instant, I have the honor to communicate to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in conformity to his request of yesterday, the following supplementary facts relative to the fifth and sixth classes of 
the titles in the territory of Michigan. 

It is well known that, shortly after the acquisition by Great Britain of the possessions of France on the continent 
of North America, by the treaty of Paris of the 10th February, 1763, His Britannic Majesty issued a proclamation 
restricting the further extinguishments of native title. By this proclamation, now before me, but lengthy, and a 
copy of which, [ presume, is already in the possession of the Treasury Department, His Majesty’s Governors are 
expressly forbidden to issue grants, except within certain specified limits; and His Majesty’s subjects are also ex- 
pressly inhibited from making purchases of the Indians, or settlements out of the limits specified. Notwithstand- 
ing this proclamation of the King, the officers and subjects of His Majesty still continued to make purchases and 
settlements within the limits assigned to the native inhabitants; and they have not entirely discontinued the prac- 
tice since the country has been in the possession of the United States of America. 

The following historical statement will evince the nature and extent of the settlements made in this manner 
within the limits which constitute the present territory of Michigan: 

In the year 1765, Patrick Sinclair, an officer in the service of His Britannic Majesty, commandant of fort Sinclair, 
purchased of the natives about four thousand acres, lying on the river named, in commemoration of him, the river 
Sinclair. This officer is a distinct character from the officer, in commemoration of whom lake St. Clair derived its 
appellation, and who was in the service of France. He remained in possession seventeen years, deriving great pro- 
fits from the use of the land as a pinery, and then sold to a Canadian, who afterwards sold to others; and the pre- 
sent proprietors are in possession of valuable improvements. 

In the year 1771, seven Canadians made a purchase of about two thousand acres on the strait called Detroit, 
below the town of Detroit; and Henry Bassett, an officer in the service of His Britannic Majesty, commandant of 
the post of Detroit, undertook to confirm the acquisition. 

In the year 1776, Pierre Frangois Combe purchased about four thousand acres on La Riviére a l’Ecorce, and 
placed his settlers on it almost immediately after. ; 

In the same year, William McComb purchased of the natives the island at the mouth of the strait, or river De- 
troit, called La Gros Isle, including a small adjacent island, called Limestone Island, from its possessing a valua- 
ble limestone quarry. It contains, probably, more than six thousand acres, and there are ten tenants on it. 

In the year 1779, a Canadian purchased from the Pattawatamie, Ottawa, and Chébois nations, about eight thou- 
sand acres on La Crique aux Loutres, or Otter creek. 

In the year 1780, Joseph Benac purchased about six thousand acres on La Crique au Sable, or Sandy creek. 
Twelve years after, he conveyed to others, who made settlements; and two years after these, the settlements on 
the purchase immediately preceding were made. 

fe the same year, three settlements were added to the seven made in 1771 on the strait. 

In the same year, thirty-eight settlements were made on La Riviére Rouge, and four at Pointe au Tremblé. 

In 1782, there were nineteen settlers adjacent to the tract of Patrick Sinclair. 

In 1783, twenty settlements were made on Lake St. Clair. 

In 1784, a large body of Canadians settled on La Riviére aux Raisins. 

In 1785, four sectlers were added to those at Pointe au Tremblé. 

In 1786, Frangois Pepin purchased about three thousand acres on La Riviére aux Roches. The purchasers 
under him have carried their improvements to a great extent. In the same year, William McComb acquired L’Isle 
& Cochon, in the strait, by a purchase from George McDougall, whose right is not fully understood, as up to the 
year 1764 it had been held by the French as an appendage to the garrison at Detroit. 

In the year 1788, twenty settlements were made on La Riviere aux Hurons; and Gabriel Godfroy purchased the 
same quantity with Frangois Pepin, on the Riviére aux Roches. 

In 1790, a few settlers were added to those at Pointe au Tremblé. 

In 1792, a couple of settlements were added to those on La Riviére a l’Ecorce; and, in the same year, a body of 
Canadians settled on La Crique au Sable, or Sandy creek. 
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In 1793, a considerable addition was made to the settlements on the Huron river; aid, in the subsequent year, 
an inconsiderable addition was made to thse on the river Ecorce. At the same time, a large body settled on Otter 
creek. 

In 1797, a large number of families, altogether Canadians, settled on what is called Milk river, and in the coun- 
try north of it. A small addition was made in this and the subsequent year, to each of the settlements on La Riviére 
X\ P’Ecorce, and La Riviére Rouge. 

In 1800, four settlers were added to those on the Huron river, and in that and the subsequent year about six 
families were added to those on the river Sinclair. In 1801, also, pretensions were manifested to a salt spring in 
this quarter. 

During all this period, great anxiety existed among the people to obtain regular titles. Attached to the American 
jurisdiction, their determination seemed to be to throw themselves on the mercy of the American Government, 
when it became inclined to attend to their situation. 

In 1802, directions were given to the Indian agent by the Secretary of the Department of War, to investigate and 
report the titles of this country. ‘The inhabitants received him with the greatest hospitality and candor, concealing 
cr misrepresenting none of the facts attending their respective settlements, and manifested their joy at the Govern- 
ment’s turning their attention to the titles of that country. 

In February, 1804, a minute report of the agent was transmitted to Congress. 

In 1805, the people of the country unanimously, and at their private expense, delegated an agent to Congress on 
the same business. 

In the present year, 1806, the Governor of the territory charges himself with this task, as an official duty, en- 
torced by their earnest request. In pursuance of a former act of Congress, the evidences, both written and oral, 
and all the minute circumstances of a considerable number of the settlements, have been collected and recorded, 
and will be transmitted to the seat of Government as soon as their transcription, and their conveyance by an uncer- 
tain mail, can be effected. 

For the purpose of presenting a more clear view of the date, position, and extent, of these settlements, together 
with those of the four first classes, up to the year 1763, the following chronological table is annexed;. of which the 
first column exhibits the respective years; the second, the geographical position of the settlements; the third,;,whe- 
ther they are within the limits of the American title, as defined ,by the treaty of fort Mackintosh; and the fourth, 
the number of distinct farms or settlements made. The treaty of fort Mackintosh is taken rather than that of 
Greenville, because in the latter some additions are made, which the commissioner no doubt conceived to be to the 
interest of the United States, but the sanction of which, without a new treaty, will probably be deemed not consist- 
ent with good policy. 

For reasons which have been before sufficiently stated, all the titles and claims in the city or town of Detroit are 
omitted in these enumerations. 


have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
A. WOODWARD. 


4 Chronological Table exhibiting the settlements in the territory of Michigan. 
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\No. of farms 

Date of the : os Whether within the pies 

caine. Geographical position of the settlements, Awmetican Gtle. boone 
1763, Detroit, or the strait, - - : - - Within, 77 
“ 1765, La Riviére de Sinclair, - - : - - Without, 1 
1771, Detroit, or the strait, - - - - - Within, 7 
776, La Riviére & ’Ecorce,- - - - - Within, 10 
ld La Grosse Isle, - - - - - - Within, 10 
~ 1779, La Crique aux Loutres,  - - - - - Without, 1 
1780, La Crique a Sable, - - - - - Within, 1 
- Detroit, or the strait, . - - - - Within, 3 
an La Riviére Rouge, - - - - - Within, 38 
Cae Pointe au Tremblé, - - - - - Doubtful, 4 
1782, La Riviere de Sinclair, - - - - - Without, 19 
. 1783, Lake St. Clair, - - - - - Doubtful, 20 
1784, La Riviére aux Raisins, - - - - - Both, 121 
1785, Pointe au Tremblé, - - - - - Doubtful, 4 
~1786, La Riviére aux Roches, - - . - - Within, 2 
o & L’Isle & Cochon, - - - - . Within, 1 
~ 1788, La Riviere aux Hurons, - - - - - Without, 20 
- La Riviere aux Roches, - - - - - Within, l 
1790, Pointe au Tremblé, - - “ - . Doubtful, 4 
1792, La Riviere & ’Fcorce,  - - : - - Within, 2 
vad La Crique & Sable, - - - “ - Within, 15 
1793, La Riviere aux Hurons, - - - - - Without, 10 
1794, La Riviere 4 ’Ecorce,  - - - - - Within, 3 
- La Crique aux Loutres, - - - . . Without, 22 
~ 1797, La Riviére au Lait, - - - - ” Doubtful, 30 
a La Riviére 4 l’Ecorce,  - - - + - Within, 2 
1798, La Riviére Rouge, - . - - - Within, 5 
1800, La Riviére aux Hurons, - - - - - Without, 4 
1801, La Riviere de Sinclair, - - - - . Without, 6 
os The Salt Springs, _ - - - - Doubtful, 1 
442 

















A. WOODWARD. 
Wasuincron, January 17, 1806. 


Layp Orricre, Detroit, December 1, 1805. 


Sir: . 

The people of this district, not yet satisfied with the laws heretofore passed for an investigation of land 
claims, will, we understand, again address either Congress or yourself on that subject, for this reason; and as it is yet 
uncertain whether we shall be able to finish the business before us sufficiently early to enable Congress to act on 
our report during their ensuing session, we deem it our duty to transmit to you a general summary, which will ex- 
hibit a faithful yet a concise statement of the nature and situation of such claims as have been presented within 


the time limited by law. ; 
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Before we were informed of the passage of the last act, we had examined and decided on all claims which had 
been regularly entered with the Register on the first day of January last. When that act reached us, we conceived 
it altogether unnecessary to forward the report, as four-fifths, at least, of those claims were founded on possession, 
settlement, and improvement merely, and would, of course, require a reconsideration. By persons in this situation, 
additional evidence, as we had foreseen, has been brought forward to prove thé possession, the actual settlement, the 
date of the first improvements, the quantity and situation of the land claimed, the length of time, the claimant, 
and those from whom he pretends to derive right, have been in possession, together with other accidental matter. 
As this evidence is, in almost every case, necessarily the testimony of individuals in the respective neighbor- 
hoods, a length of time is required to interpret most of the witnesses speaking the French language only, to metho- 
dize and reduce to writing the substance of what each witness deposed on his examination. 

‘The clerk attends the Board the greater part of each day to keep mere minutes of its proceedings, with references 
to the written documents, which are exhibited as evidence of each respective claim; and in the evenings he has 
hitherto been employed in translating deeds and other writings executed in the French language. Had the people 
been more prompt in their entries, our time might have been better economized; the summer would have aftorded 
leisure for recording and translating, and the business might have been completed by the first day of January at fur- 
thest; but as they never do that to-day which can be delayed until to-morrow, not one-twentieth of their notices or 

_written evidences were filed, until the last moments allowed by the law. 

The Register was desirous of employing, as a translator, some person other than the clerk of the Board, whose 
attention was already engrossed; but the commissioners know of none else here sufficiently qualified, in whom con- 
fidence could be reposed. The business then cannot be regularly and attentively gone through before February 
nexts after which, time will be required for the clerk to draw up, at length, such of the minutes of our proceedings 
and decisions, with the evidence adduced in support of each claim, as he may not be able to complete in the inter- 
mediate time, and to make out the necessary transcripts. This duty will unavoidably occasion much delay, as there 
are many claims, wherein ten, fifteen, and twenty deeds are produced as evidence of either title or continued pos- 
session. These facts will justify our apparent tardiness; and we beg you, sir, to be assured that we are using every 
diligence in order to complete the business. before us, and to report on as early a day as circumstances will allow. 

We believe that the statements now submitted, aided by the accompanying documents, will exhibit, substantially, 
the merits of every species of claim within the district. 


I. Claims founded on the grants of Antoine de Lamothe Cadillac, Lord of Bouaquet Mondesert, and commandant 
for the King at Detroit, Pontchartrain, in the first years of the last century. ‘That officer appears to have acted 
under special instructions from the King of France, and his patents convey a title, in fee simple, upon certain 
conditions expressed in the document marked A, of which species there are only two. These grants, requir- 
ing not the confirmation of the crown of France, we consider tu have been originally good; and though the series 
of transferences from the original patentees to the present claimants is imperfect and unconnected, we decide 
between them and the Government in their favor, reserving the rights of other persons. 


II. Claims founded on the grants issued by the Governor and the Intendant of New France and Louisiana, in the 
years 1735 and 1737, with the confirmations of them by the King of France. (Vide document, marked B and 
C, of which kinds there are six.) 
We consider the Government right as completely transferred by these grants, and affirm the claims grounded on 
them, with a reservation of individual rights, in contested cases. 


III. Claims founded on similar grants by the Governor and the Intendant between the years 1734 and 1754, for 
which a brevet of confirmation was never obtained, though made an indispensable condition of the grant. (Vide 
document D, of which species there are fifteen.) 

During the intermediate period between these two eras, the mode of obtaining grants from the Government was 
by application to the Governor and the Intendant. These officers, we are induced to believe, possessed the initia- 
tive only, and not the complete power to make absolute grants of the soil. From the face of their patents, it appears 
that, in conformity to the instructions of the King, and on petition or demand of the subject, they granted lands in 
fee simple, reserving rents and other services; and upon this, among several other conditions, that the grantee do 
take a brevet ef confirmation from his Majesty, within two years from the date of the grant, on pain of nullity thereof. 

The performance of this condition is not proven; neither do the claimants attempt to justify the non-compliance 
therewith, by the allegation of any legal or equitable circumstances whatever. The commissioners, therefore, con- 
sider these grants as forfeited, and reject the claims founded on them: for they cannot, on legal principles, consider 
the forbearance of the French Government to avail itself of this neglect, by actually ousting the grantee from his 
possession, as a waiver of its right, or as an implied confirmation of the grantee’s title. On the contrary, they are 
decidedly of opinion, that, after the expiration of the said two years, upon the non-performance of the conditions, 
the grant reverted to the grantors, and, not being otherwise disposed of, all rights to such forfeited lands were, to- 
gether with the country itself, transferred to the Government of Great Britain, by the fourth article of the treaty of 
Paris of the 10th of February, 1763, and to the United States by the definitive treaty of peace between the two lat- 
ter powers, in the year 1783. Some of these claimants endeavor to support a prescriptive right, and it is in evidence 
before the commissioners, that they, or those from whom they derive claim, have been in the peaceable possession 
of their respective farms for upwards of sixty years. But a moment’s reflection will show the fallacy of these pre- 
tensions on legal grounds. 

In the year 1763, these lands became subject to the laws of England, in relation to crown lands; for, although 
the laws and customs of Canada were the rule for the decision of all matters of controversy between subject and 
subject, relative to property and civil rights, yet we imagine that the disposal of territory or soil, acquired by treaty, 
is regulated by the laws, usages, and customs of the Government making the acquisition, unless it should be other- 
wise specially provided. ; 

Antecedently to the date of the treaty of Paris, it is not contended that a sufficient time had-elapsed to enable 
the claimants to prescribe. Under the British Government, until the twenty-first year of the reign of James the 
First, title by prescription against the crown could not be pleaded; and not then, unless the occupant, or those 
from whom he derived his claim, had been in the peaceable and uninterrupted possession of the lands in question 
for sixty years precedent to the 19th of February, 1623. The statute of James the First becoming ineffectual by. 
efflux of time, the limitation was afterwards, early in the reign of George the Third, fixed at sixty years, to com- 
mence, and be reckoned backwards, from the institution of the suit, or other process, for the recovery of the thing 
in question. 

From the year 1734, prior to which period no grants of this description were issued, to the year 1783, when the 
United States acquired this country, and with it, constructively, all rights to such forfeited lands can only be 
reckoned forty-nine years; not sufficiently long, it is conceded on all hands, to have vested a right by legal pre- 
scription. After which latter period, to wit, 1783, if not from the year 1776, those statutory limitations of England 
ceased to have a force in our country. The common law of England is considered the law of the United States, 
unless where altered or repealed by laws of our own making; and the immemorially adopted maxim of nudlum tem- 
pus occurrit regi, with an alteration suited to the style of our Government, became, we imagine, the law of the land. 

The length of possession necessary to enable citizens to prescribe title against the Government has never been 


ascertained by any statute of the United States. : if: 
Notwithstanding, then, the natural justice and equity of such a plea by these claimants, the commissioners feel 


themselves obliged, reluctantly, to pronounce it unwarrantable. 
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IV. Claims founded on granis of Monsieur de Belestre, and other French commandants, and continuations or aug- 
mentations by these officers of grants formerly made by the Governor and the Intendant. 


These persons had, at several times, the command of the fort and the garrison of Detroit, or Pontchartrain, as 
it was then called, and took upon themselves, not only to grant extensions of the tracts of land conveyed by the old 
patents, but also to create and vest new estates, by issuing additional grants, on no other or better authority, that 
we can discover, than that conferred on them by their military command. Instructions have, indeed, been referred 
to, though never produced to the commissioners; and their existence may be very reasonably questioned, until the 
claimants make it appear that those persons were specially empowered and authorized to that effect, when it is con- 
sidered that it is quite unusual to vest such powers in subaltern military officers, and when it is, besides, satisfac- 
torily ascertained that the regular and common mode of application _was by a petition to the Governor and the Inten- 
dant, who themselves issued grants, in the form of the documents B & D. (Vide documents, marked E & A.) 

There are instances, too, of such extensions of grants by one Celoren, commandant of this post, in conjunc- 
tion with one Navarre, who subscribes as deputy of the Intendant, which are considered equally irregular. (Vide 
document A.) The conduct of Monsieur de Belestre, in particular, appears extraordinary, and altogether unac- 
countable. After the taking of Quebec, and the reduction of the greater part of Canada, he issued a number of 
certificates, perhaps thirty, in the nature of grants, for the lands on the rivers aux Ecorce and Rouge, and on the 
main river or strait. We are loath to suppose this officer to have been actuated,by motives of personal aggrandize- 
ment; yet he, perhaps, foresaw the conquest of the colony by the British, and that his impositions and frauds could 
scarcely be tegured ite after the loss of the country. Atany rate, that he, or his predecessors in command, 
possessed sufficient powers to dispose of the soil, is highly improbable, cannot be presumed, and, until it be proven, 
we reject all claims flowing from a source so suspiciously impure. 

The articles of capitulation, signed at Montreal on the 8th day of September, 1760, by the Marquis de Vaudreuil 
and Major General Amherst, contribute nothing towards the confirmation of claims derived in this manner. The 
thirty-seventh article, indeed, says ‘* that the lords of manors, the 7 and civil officers, the Canadians, as well 
in the town as in the country; the French, settled or trading in the whole extent of the colony of Canada; and all 
other persons whatsvever, shall preserve the entire peaceable property and possession of their goods, noble and 
ignoble, movable and immovable, merchandises, furs, and other effects, even their ships; they shall not be touched, 
nor the least damage done to them, on any pretence whatever; they shall have the liberty to keep, let, or sell them, 
as well to the French as to the British, &c. 

General Amherst, however, in his acceptance of this article, says, ‘* but if His Most Christian Majesty has any 
share in it, that must become the property of the King of Great Britain.” 

Great faith and reliance is placed on these articles, and particularly on the thirty-seventh, for the confirmation 
of all claims founded on possession, since the period of their date, however tortuously or illegally such possession 
may have been gained. But the treaty of Paris, negotiated soon after, is, perhaps, the only authentic document by 
which legally to try the validity of such pretensions, the fourth article of which is to the following effect: 

** His Most Christian Majesty cedes and guaranties to his said Britannic Majesty, in full right, Canada, with 
all its dependencies, as well as the island of Cape Breton, and all the other islands and coasts in the gulf and 
river of St. Lawrence, and, in general, every thing that depends on the said countries, lands, islands and coasts, 
with the sovereignty, property, possession, and all rights acquired by treaty, or otherwise, which the Most Chris- 
tian King and the Crown of France have had till now over the said countries, islands, lands, places, coasts, and 
their inhabitants; so that the Most Christian King cedes and makes over the whole to the said King and to the 
Crown of Great Britain, and that in the most ample manner and form, without restriction, and without any liberty 
to depart from the said guaranty, under any pretence, or to distur) Great Britain in the possessions above men- 
tioned.” 

‘‘ His Britannic Majesty agrees that the French inhabitants, or others who had been the subjects of the Most 
Christian King, in Canada, may retire with all safety and freedom wherever they shall think proper, and may sell 
their estates, provided it be to subjects of His Britannic Majesty,” &c. 

The British General appeared entirely sensible of the advantages he had gained, and in all his intercourse with 
the Marquis de Vaudreuil, with respect to the capitulation, dictated the terms, and positively insists on an une- 
— _ undiminished transfer to his King of every right which His Most Christian Majesty possessed in and 
over the colony. 

With thee: dispositions, it can scarcely be supposed that he would have consented to place the inhabitants of a 
conquered country on a better footing, with respect to property, than they had stood before the war. “Giving those 
articles, then, the most liberal and beneficial construction in favor of the persons for whom stipulations were made, 
we must conclude that nothing more was intended than to secure every one in the free use and enjoyment of his 
property, according to the nature and tenure of each one’s estate and title therein; and that it. would be extremely 
absurd to suppose that they ever meant to have legalized a trespasser’s or a disseiser’s possession, and to have also 
added or conveyed thereto the right of property, so as to — and complete a title founded in injustice and wrong: 
for such would be the effects of the construction insisted on by some of the claimants. The intention of the parties 
is, however, too strongly and unequivocally expressed, to leave the least shadow of doubt on the subject. 


V. Claims pretended to be derived from the British Government. Of this description, there are about one hundred, 
most of which have been conveyed through different channels. 


Ist. The claim of the heirs and legal representatives of the late William McComb, deceased. 

The document marked F will discover this to be nothing more than an estate at will, determined by the treaty 
of 1783. ‘The foundation of this claim is the permission of the King of Great Britain to one George McDougall for 
the temporary occupation of Hog island, so long as the military establishment at Detroit might be continued by His 
Majesty; provided this could be done without umbrage to the Indians, and _ consideration that the improvements, 
projected by the said McDougall, would be directed to the more easy and effectual supply of His Majesty’s fort and 
garrison maintained at Detroit. _ ; py 

If the treaty of Mr. Jay continued this estate, of which, indeed, we are doubtful, we yet feel no hesitation in 
the opinion that it is determined at the will of the Government of the United States. 

od. On the 20th of May, 1781, Major Arent Schuyler Depeyster, at that time commanding the Detroit garrison, 
executed a writing, in the nature of a grant, to Captain Henry Byrd, for a lot of ground, between the fort and the 
old town, containing two thousand and twenty-nine square yards. The accompanying document, marked G, will 
show you the nature of the pretended confirmation of this grant by the Governor of the province of Quebec. Besides 
the informality of these papers, and their known insufficiency to convey a title to real estates, it is acknowledged 
that the commanding officer was not clothed with the necessary authority to grant lands; and the confirmation of 
General Haldimand is one year after a British Governor could rightfully interfere in the disposal of public lands 
within the limits of the United States. 

We have decided against their claim. , 

F A third _— of this description is that of Elijah Brush, trustee for Alexander McKee the younger. (Vide 
ocument H.) F 

The claimant produced a writing, under the hand and seal at arms of Henry Hamilton, Lieutenant Governor of 
the province of Quebec, requiring such as had pretensions to the lot of ground in question, to produce their titles; 
otherwise, that Mr. Elliott, the then occupant, should hold possession thereof, until further orders, conveying, at 
most, only an estate at will. This will was determined by the relinquishment of His Britannic Majesty of all the 
claims to the Government, propriety and territorial rights of the United States, to the people thereof. 

Elliott, and those who A ietie under him, have, since that period, occupied said lot as tenants at sufferance, 
not_as actual trespassers. 7 

If the treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation with Great Britain contributed to strengthen this claim, and 
others in like situation, it can only be said to have revested in the occupant an estate at will: for the treaty says that 
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British subjects. holding lands in the territeries of the United. States, shall continue, to hold them, according to the 
nature and tenure of their respective estates and titles therein. ‘This estate, then, is liable to be divested the instant 
the Government of the United States will determine that the claimant shall hold no longer. This pretended grant 
is, moreover, dated in 1785, at which period, we imagine, the British Goverament, notwithstanding their retention 
of the Western posts, had not authority to dispose of lands in the United States. Puyol , 
4th. The document marked [ will show you the nature of the titles of many who claim to hold lots situate on the 
water-side, in the town of Detroit, all of which we have rejected; it not appearing that Major De Peyster had du- 
thority to make such grants. Oy ry 
5th. On the Ist of September, 1783, Colonel De Peyster granted permission to one Peter Cummings to build on a 
Jot of ground, now claimed by Messrs. Meldrum and Park, by a writing, executed by the commandant. of this post 
on that occasion, for a copy of which see the document marked K. This claim has also been rejected, as not founded 
upon a legal grant issued by either of the Governments named in the acts of Congress en the subject of claims. Nor 
has the possession which Cummings, his assignee, and the claimants have had, vested a right by legal prescription. 
On the back of the original permit of Colonel De Peyster is endorsed a writing, whereby Cummings “* assigns all 
his right and title to the house and lot within mentioned” to John Laughton. In the deed executed by Laughton to 
the claimants, is contained a clause of general warranty, with an exception as to the acts of the Crown of Great Bri- 
tain, or of any of the officers of that Government; clearly evincing that he was sensible of the weakness of his title. 
6th. A claim of Robert Navarre, pretended to be founded on a graut issued by authority of the British Govern- 


ment, has also, upon examination, been rejected. (Vide document, marked L.) 
The claimants have offered no evidence to prove that Major Basset was legally empowered to make granis of 


lands. 

7th. A claim of Pierre Descontes del Labadi. ‘The voucher principally relied on foran affirmance of this claim 
is the certificate of Henry Hamilton, Lieutenant Governor and Superintendent, which, admitting that he was, fully 
authorized to execute grants of land, conveys, at most, only an estate at will, determined or determinable as in the 
first and fourth species of this division. (For the certificate of Hamilton, vide document M.) 

8th. Claims to lots of ground on the island of Michillimackinack, founded on grants issued by Patrick Sinclair, 
Lieutenant Governor and commandant of that post in 1780, ’81, and ’82; by Captain Daniel Robertson, commandant in 
1786; and by Captain William Doyle, commandant in 1792, intending to convey only estates at will. (See the do- 
cument marked N.) ‘They are all executed in the same form, and onthe same limitations and conditions. ‘There 
are about fifty claims of this nature. 

An act of the Parliament of the province of Upper Canada, passed in the year 1797, clearly demonstrates the 
usages and conduct of the British Government on the subject of lands. ‘This act is entitled:** An act for securing 
the titles to lands in this province,” and the preamble of which states, ‘* Whereas many persons are possessed of 
lands, under land-board certificates, and otherwise, by authority of His Majesty’s Government, and now hold or 
claim to hold the same, either as the original nominees, or as the heirs, devisees, or assignees, of the original nomi- 
nees thereof; of which lands no. grants have as yet issued under the great seal of this province, whereby the legal estate 
and interest thereof is still vested in His Majesty: for the better securing of such persons in the ownership and pos- 
session of such lands, Be it enacted, §c.”? Now, although that Government has since, shrough motives of humanity, 
expediency, or policy, confirmed the original purchases and claims of almost all descriptions, however irregular or 
illegal, yet it evidently appears that nothing less than the solemn act of the King, or the provincial Government 


authorized by him, could dispose of the lands of the crown. e 


VI. Indian grants, generally for a few hundred acres, though there are several for five, ten, fifteen, thirty, and fifty 
thousand acres, and some for even one hundred thousand acres. 


To justify our decisions against these claims generally, we beg leave to detail to you those facts which appeared 
to us of the most material consequence in the investigation. A proclamation of the King of Great Britain was issued 
on the 7th of October, 1763, by which power was granted to the Governor of the province of Quebee, of which this 
country formed a part until 1783, to dispose of lands to persons applying therefor, upon such terms, quit-rents, ser- 
vices, and acknowledgments, as were then settled in the other colonies, and under such other conditions as the King, 
with the advice of his Privy Council, might direct. ‘This applies exclusively tc lands, the native right to which the 
Government had already acquired. 

A subsequent paragraph of thejsame proclamation, in order to prevent irregular purchases from the Indians, enjoins 
and requires ** that no private person do presume to make any purchase from the said Indians of any jands reserved 
to the said Indians, within those parts of our colonies where we have thought proper to allow settlements. But if, 
at any time, any of the said Indians should be inclined to dispose of the said lands, the same shall be purchased only for 
us, in our name, at some public meeting of the said Indians. to be held for that purpose, by the Governor er Comman- 
der-in- chief of our colonies, respectively, in which they shalt lie,” &c.. Thus we find an early and a very express 
prohibition against these purchases by private persons; and the laws and usages of the British Government, ,at every 
intervening period, from the time of the repeal of so much of the before recited proclamation as relates.to the pro- 
vince of Quebec, in 1774, down to the day of the date of the definitive treaty of peace in 1783, have interdicted and 
thrown an equal discontinuance on these illicit transactions. 

A considerable number of these grants are executed since the year 1783, although the treaties with the several 
nations of Indians, as well as the laws-and ordinances of Congress, so expressly declare their unlawfulness. 


VII. Claims founded on actual settlements and improvements, without other pretended title. Of this and the last 
mentioned description, there are about four hundred. ‘The settlements.on rivers Raisins, Ecorces, Rouge, and 
on the borders of lake St. Clair, are from ten to twenty years old. 


We will not waste our time nor yours, which is still more-precious, by attempting to prove what, indeed, is 
almost self-evident, that claimants of this description have every thing to hope from the humane benevolence of the 
Government, but nothing to demand from its justice. Our reasoning on the third division of this subject, against 
prescriptive rights, applies, with all the force they may possess, to defeat and invalidate the pretensions of those whe 
claim, by virtue of possession, for a length of time and actual. settlement and improvement. 

Having briefly stated our opinions of the several descriptions of claims which have come under our examination, 
we beg your attention to a few additional remarks,'which we conceive it our duty to make. Except Captain Byrd, 
who claims, under the pretended grant of General Haldimand, and a few others, who claim by virtue of grants issued 
by Lieutenant Governor Hamilton, none of the holders of lots, in the late town of Detroit, could deduce an oviginal 
title from any one of the Governments under which this country has successively been; yet these persons appear to 
entertain no doubts that the adjudication will be ultimately in their favor. Although, acting as commissioners, we 
have thought it our duty to reject them, as well as the claims founded on the grants of Celoron, De Bellestre, andiother 
French officers, who have at various times commanded this post, yet we should certainly feel a very lively pleasure 
in the accomplishment of these expectations. : C 

There have been a number of claims filed with the register for lands, within the acknowledged Indian boundaries 
Such are the settlements on the river Sinclair, part of lake St. Clyir, river’ Huron of said lake. antien ‘the: south 
side of river Raisin, and settlements more than six miles from the main river or strait. ‘They are’all unfounded: on 
Government title, and most generally the Indiau conveyance or the settlement is:ef not more than’ five, ten, fifteen; 
and twenty i standing. ; : At yeitabingy 

A paper has been filed with the Register, without official stamp, though alleged to be correct and/authentic, pur- 
porting to be a schedule of all the grants issued by the Governor and the Intendant of New France and Tonssian&t 

They are fifty-six in number, located on both sides of the strait, or river Detroit, only thirty-three of v+hielt hiave 
. been confirmed by the French king. On a comparison of this schedule with the patents deposited in. the Land 
Office, we find so exact a coincidence, as to imagine it to be altogether relied upon*s a valuablebody. of presuniptive 
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évidence of the quantity of land granted by that Government in this part of their then dominions. By if is also 
negatively proven the futility of the pretensions of the people of the Sate corporation of Detroit, the trustees of 
which always contended that there had been an old French grant for the town, and many acres of the adjacent 
commons, which was either lost, mislaid, or carried away by the British agents; they have repeatedly, without suc- 
cess, endeavored to obtain copy thereof, from the archives at Quebec, referring to this schedule to prove the validity 
of their claims. Colonel McDougal, in whose possession it has been, never, until the present fall, suffered it to be 
examined, when it was found to contain no memorandum of any such charter or patent. 

After the repeated delays for the indulgence of the claimants of this district, their omissions and negligencies, 
will perhaps appear to you inexcusable. In twenty instances, where the pretended title papers have been registered. 
they have been unaccompanied by any notices, and fifty writings have been filed as notices, so substantially defective 
that we have declined an examination of them. 

We state, for your information, that on the list of claimants will be found the names of British subjects, who 
have purchased from American citizens since the day of the exchange of the ratification of the treaty of amity, com- 
merce, and navigation, between the United States and Great Britain, and many who claim by virtue of actual set- 
tlements and improvements by themselves or their tenants without other pretended title. How far it will be good 
policy to extend equal liberality to them, and our own citizens, will, we presume, be a subject for the consideration 
of Congress. Will not a general affirmance of the claims of a British subject, who has lately purchased, and whose 
land was liable to escheat, as nof having the capacity of taking and holding lands in the United States, debar and 
preclude the Government from ever after availing itself of the profits of such escheat? At this time the commis- 
sioners have not the authority, officially, to make any inquiries of that nature; certain inquisitions must, in all such 
cases, be taken in order to vest the iands escheated in the Government, and to putit into possessions for until an inquest 
of office, called an office of intituling, be found, the alien-may hold the lands; and before us, there is no discrimina- 
fion between a citizen and an alien. 

There are many interfering, contending claims, and much difficulty will be experienced in ascertaining boundaries. 
There has hitherto been no general survey of the country; surveys haveindeed been made, but they are partial, irregular, 
and perhaps, in many instances, inaccurate. In the event of a confirmation, a very minute inquiry must necessarily 
precede the issuing of a patent, in order justly to decide the conflicting claims of private persons; otherwise, the 
consequences will be endless litigation, and almost numberless law-suits. 


We have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servants. 
G. HOFFMAN, 


FREDERICK BATES. 
The Hon. Arsert Gaxuatin, Esq. Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. 


A. 


Antoine vE Lamotue Capitiac, Esq. Lord of Bouaquet Montdesert, and Commandant for the King at Detrott. 
Pontchartrain. 


His Majesty, by his despatches of the 14th, 17th, and 19th June, 1705, and 1706, having given us power to con- 
cede the lands of Detroit, in the manner which we shall judge good and convenient; we, by virtue of the said power 
from His Majesty, have given, granted, and conceded, to Francois Fatard Delorme, interpreter for the King in this 
place, His heirs and assigns, an extent of land, of two arpents in front by twenty in depth, joining on one side our 
manor, and on the other, Francois Bosseren, and on the south the Grand rivers; which two arpents in front shall be 
drawn and alienated in the depth, by the course north-northwest; and in case any part short of two arpents was 
found in the alienation, the same quantity shall be furnished to him in another place not yet conceded, without any 
expense: which said two arpents in front, by twenty in depth, the said Frangois Fafard, his heirs and assigns, shall 
aki enjoy forever, with the privilege of fishing, hunting, and trading; hares, rabbits, partridges, and pheasants 
excepted. Said Frangois Fafard, his heirs and assigns, shall be bound to pay us, our heirs and assigns, in our 
castle and principal manor, each year, on the 20th of March, for the said habitation, the. sum of five livres quit- 
rent and rent, and over and above for other rights, whereof we have divested ourselves, the sum of ten livres, in 
peltries, good and merchantable; and when a current money shall be established in this country, the said Frangois 
Fafard shall pay the said rent in said money forever. He shall likewise be obliged to begin to clear and improve 
the said concession within three months from the date of these presents; in default whereof, we shall concede his 
habitation to whom it shall apperiain. He, his heirs and assigns, shall be moreover obliged to comply with the 
following charges, clauses, aud conditions, to wit: to come and carry, plant or help to plant, a long May-pole before 
the door of our principal manor, on the first day of May, in every year, and if he fails, he shall pay us three livres 
in money, or good peltries; he shall likewise be obliged to come and grind his grains in the mills which we have, or 
shall have hereafter, in paying for the right of grinding of whatever kind the grains may be, eight pounds weight by 
the bushel; and in case he shall sell his habitation, in the whole or in part, he shall be obliged to inform us of it, 
and we reserve to ourselves the preference for the price and sum which may be offered to him, and on the same 
conditions lawful and permitted; he shall not sell, cede, or transfer it, by mortgage, but with our consent, and he 
be subject to the public charges and servitudes, as also to the fees for right of alienation. Said Frangois Fafard shal! 
not be permitted, during ten years, to work, or cause any person to work, directly or indirectly, at the profession 
and trade of a blacksmith, locksmith, armorer, or brewer, without. a permit under our hands reserving, besides, 
the timber which may be wanted for the fortifications, and for the construction of boats or other vessels. Said 
Francois Fafard may send down to Montreal, or other places of the lower colony, all the articles he pleases, in as 
large a quantity as he chooses, and to bring from thence merchandises, and other effects, in as large quantity as he 
pleases; on the condition that he shall sell his said effects and merchandises, by himself only, or by other inhabitants 
of this place, but not by engagees, or clerks, or foreigners, or strangers, not established residenters in this place, with 
their family, on pain of confiscation and loss of said effects or merchandises; and in case that the said Frangois Fafard 
shall sell, cede, or transfer, his habitation, in the whole, to a foreigner, or another not established in this place, the 
possessor or purchaser of said habitation, in any manner whatever he may be or become such, shall be liable to 
the same quit-rent and rent, as the said Francois Fafard; and if the said Francois Fafard sells, cedes, or transfers, 
part of his habitation to a foreigner, the purchaser, in whatever manner he be or become such, shall be obliged to 
pay us, our heirs and assigns, forever, in proportion of the said rent and quit-rent, and besides over and above for 
the rights whereof we have divested ourselves, the sum of ten livres for each year, on the 20th day of March. Said 
Francois Fafard shall not be permitted to sell or trade brandy to Indians, on pain of confiscation and loss of his 
habitation, and of the brandy found thereon, or effects received for the same; and if the said purchaser, in the whole 
or in part, is an inhabitant, and pays the sum of ten livres for the rights whereof we have divested ourselves, he shall. 

us only the quit-rent and rents of his acquisition, and not the sum of ten livres, over and above; and if the 
 Coarcht of the said Frangois Fafard passes into other hands, in whatever manner it may be, and that he be or 
become proprietor of another piece of ground, house, or habitation, the said Frangvis Fafard shall pay us, our heirs 
and assigns, forever, the sum of ten livres, for the rights whereof we have divested ourselves, besides the quit-rent 
and rent of the habitation, piece of ground, or house; and in case the said Frangois Fafard remains without possession 
of any land, house, or habitation, he shall be divested of all the privileges to him granted by this present concession. 
In consideration thereof, and erareally of all the clauses, charges, and conditions aforesaid, towards us, our heirs 
and assigns, the said Frangois Fafard, his heirs and assigns, shall hold and ony the said concession, shall sell and 
trade, as well with the French as with the Indians, in conforming himself to the regulations, and to the orders of 
His Majesty. ; : . 
Done at fort Pontchartrain, the 10th of March, 1707. 
LAMOTHE CADILLAC. 


Afterwards is written, expedited the said day and year by me, Secretary. 


GRANDMESNIL, with a flourish. 
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Collated upon the original minute presented by Etienne Verow de Grandmesnil, and this instant returned, to him 
ey the Notary Royal, in the precinct of Quebec, the 23d of August, 1742. rovrT 


Continuation granted. Celoron, Knight of the military order of St. Louis, commandant at Detroit, Erie. 


Upon the demand made to us by Claude Goiiin, an inhabitant at Detroit, to grant him a continuation of forty 
arpents in depth, by two and a half in width, which he occupies by virtue of the present title, we, by virtue of the 
power to us given by the Governor and Intendant, have given, and by these presents do give, concede, and grant, 
to said Goiiin, his heirs and assigns, the said continuation of two and a half arpents in width, by forty in depth, 
by reason of which he shall enjoy sixty arpents in depth, by two and a half im width, on the condition that, besides 
the rents mentioned in this deed, he shall pay yearly to the King’s profit, the first year of which shall be due on the 
11th of November, 1751, tlesum of five livres to the Receiver of the King’s domain. 

Given at Detroit 28th February, 1751. 
CELORON. 


NAVARRE, Deputy of the Intendant. 


B. and C. 


CGuartes Marquis de Beavnarnois, Commander of the military order of St. Louis, Governor anil Lieutenant 
General for the King, in New France and Louisiana: Gilles Hocquart, Knight, member of the King’s council, 
Intendant of Justice, Police, and Finances, in New France and Louisiana. 


Upon the representation, made by the inhabitants of fort Pontchartrain, of the strait of lake Erie, to Messrs. 
de Boishebert, captain of a company detached from the navy, formerly Commandant at said fort Pontchartrain, 
and Pean, knight of the military order of St. Louis, Mayor of the city and Government of Quebec, commanding at 
the said fort, and whereof they have reported to us, containing that hitherto they had not dared to undertake any 
clearings, and establish farms, because they had no title which could secure to them the property thereof; that if it 
should piease us to grant titles, they would not only be able to work without running any risks of being disturbed, 
but that considerable advantages would result from their labor, in procuring thereby provisions in abundance, which 
would serve to procure an easy subsistence, as well to the garrison as to the inhabitants and travellers; which being 
by us taken into consideration, and also the letters patent of His Majesty, given at Paris in April, 1716, registered 
in the superior council the first December following the decree of the King’s council of ;the 19th May, 1722, we, in 
the name of His Majesty, have given, granted, and conceded, and do give, grant, and concede, on condition of quit- 
rent and rent, to Jean Casse St. Aubin, senior, an inhabitant at the said fort Pontchartrain, for himself, his heirs and 
assigns, a concession of land, situate on the strait of the lake Erie, containing four arpents in front, by forty in depth, 
joining on one side, towards west-southwest, the farm before conceded to Charles Chene, bounded by a Jine running 
north-northwest, and south-southeast, and on the other side towards east-northeast, unconceded lands, in front by the 
strait of lake Erie, and in rear by a line north-northeast and south-southwest joining also unconceded lands, to 
hold, use, and dispose of by the said St. Aubin senior, his heirs and assigns on the charges, clauses, and conditions 
following, viz: ‘Vhat the said St. Aubin, senior, his heirs and assigns, shall be obliged to carry their grains to be 
ground at the common mill, when one is established, on pain of confiscation of the said grains, and arbitrary fine; 
to inhabit the said concession, or cause it to be inhabited, within one year from this day at furthest; to enclose the im- 
provements of the neighbors as fast as wanted; to till the said land, and suffer thereon the roads which shall be 
thought necessary for the public utility; to make line fences, as it shall be regulated; and to pay, each year, to the 
Receiver of the King’s domain in this country, or to the clerk of said Receiver, who shall reside at Detroit, one sol 
quit-rent for each arpent in front, and twenty sols rent for each twenty arpents in superficies, making, for the said 
four acres in front, by forty in depth, eight livres rent, and four sols quit-rent; and besides, one bushel of wheat for 
the said four arpents in front, the whole payabie each year on the day and feast of St. Martin, the first year of which 
shall become due on the eleventh of November, 1735, and to continue. from year to year. ‘The said quit-rent bear- 
ing profit of fees for right of alienation, default, and fines, with all other royal and seigneurial rights, when the case may 
be agreeable to the custom of the vicinity and precinct of Paris. It shall, however, be lawful for the said St. Aubin, 
senior, to pay the said eight livres rent, and four sols rent, in peltries, at the Detroit price, until a current. money is 
established: reserving, in the King’s name, on the said plantation, all the timber which His Majesty may want for the 
construction of buildings and forts which may hereafter be established; as also the property in mines and minerals, 
if any be found, within the extent of the said concession. And the said St. Aubin, senior, his heirs and assigns, shall 
be obliged to cause the said concession to be forthwith alienated, measured, and bounded, in all its width and depth, 
’ at his expense, and to execute all the clauses inserted in this present title, and to take a brevet of confirmation from 
iis Majesty, within two years, on pain of nullity of these presents. 

Done and given at Montreal the 15th of July, 1734. 


HOCQUART. [u. s.] 
By my Lords, . 
Dre Vatmur. 
BEAUHARNOIS: [t. s.]} 
By my Lords, 
De. CHEUZzEMONT. 


Brevet of confirmation of the above grant. 


Extract from the register of the Superior Council of Quebec. ‘ 


From the brevet of ratification of the concessions made at Detroit by Messrs. the Marquis de Beauharnois, Governor 
and Lieutenant General for the King in New France, and Hocquart, intendant in the said countries, has been extract- 
ed what follows: 2 ais . : 

This day, 22d of February, 1735, the King, being at Marly, being willing to coniirm and to ratify a concession 
made by the Marquis de Beauharnois, Governor and Lieutenant General for His Majesty, and Hocquart Intendant in 
New France, the 15th of July, on condition of quit-rent and rent, to the named St. Aubin, senior, an inhabitant at 
fort Pontchartrain, of a piece.of land of four arpents in front by forty in depth, situate on the strait of lake Erie, joining 
on one side the land of the named Chene, and on the other side, towards east-northeast, unconceded lands, in fron tthe 
strait of lake Erie, and in rear a line east-northeast, and west-southwest unconceded lands; His Majesty has ratified 
and confirmed the said concession, being willing that the said St. Aubin, senior, his heirs and assigns, hold and use the 
said farm, to him coriceded, on the charges, clauses, and conditions following, to wit: That he shall be obliged to carry 
his grains to be ground at the common mill, when one is established, on pain of confiscation of the said grains, and 
arbitrary fine; to inhabit the said concession, or cause it to be inhabited, within one year; to enclose the improvements 
of the neighbors as fast as wanted; to till the said land, and to cause the same to be forthwith alienated, measured, 
and bounded at his own expense, if it is not already done; to suffer the roads which shall be thought necessary for 
the public utility; to make line fences, as it shall be regulated; and to pay each = to the Receiver of his Majesty in 
Canada, or to the clerk of the said Receiver, who shall reside at Detroit, one sol quit-rent tor each arpent in front, and 
twenty sols rent for each twenty arpen‘s in superficies, and, besides, half a bushel of wheat for two arpents in front, 
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the whole payable each year on the day and feast of St. Martin, the first year of which shall become due on the 11th 
of November, 1735: the said quit-rent bearing profit of fees for right of alienation, default, and fines, with all other 
royal and seigneurial rights, when the case may be agreeably to the custom of the precinct and vicinity of Paris. It 
shall, however, be lawful for him to pay the said quit-rent and rent in peltries at the Detroit price, until a current 
money is established; reserving on the said farm, above conceded, all the timber which His Majesty may want for 
the construction of buildings and forts which may hereatter be established; as also the property in the mines and 
minerals, if any be found, within the extent of the said concession. And as a testimony of his will, His Majesty 
has ordered me to expedite the present brevet, which shall be registered in the superior council of Quebec, to have 
thereto. such recourse, as it shall appertain, and which hehas signed with his. own hand, to be countersigned by me, 
his Secretary of State,*and of his commands and finances. Signed Lovis, and underneath Puitiepgavx. 
Registered in the register of the superior council of New France, having heard the Attorney General of His 
Majesty, egreeably to the decree of this day, by us, counsellor, secretary of the King, chief clerk of the council; 
undersigned at Quebec, the 26th September, 1785. PINE 
AINE. 


The original French writings produced to the commissioners, appear to have'been for only three acres in front. 
The word frots in several places is dashed out thus — and the word quatre interlineds a few other alterations are also 
made in the places marked in this copy. 


D. 


The Marquis De Lasonqutere, Knight of the royal military order of St. Louis, Commodore of His Majesty’s naval 
armies, Governor and Lieutenant General for the King tn all New France and countries of Louisiana; Francis 
Bicor, member of the King’s council, Intendant of Justice, Police, Finances, and of the Navy in said countries. 


Upon the demands made to us by Antoine Robert, an inhabitant on the strait of lake Erie, to grant and concede 
him a piece of land of three arpents in front by forty in depth, situate on the said lake Erie, joining on one side 
towards west-southwest, the land of the named Champagne, bounded by a line running north-northwest, and south- 
southeast, on the other side towards east-northeast, the land of M. Navarre; in front the strait of lake Erie, and in 
rear a line, east-northeast, and west-southwest, joining, also, unconceded lands; we, by virtue of the powers to us 
jointly given by His Majesty, have given, granted, and conceded, do give, grant, and concede, on condition of quit- 
rent and rent, from this. day, forever, to the said Antoine Robert, his heirs and assigns, a concession of a piece of land, 
situate on the strait of lake Erie, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded on the courses 
before designated; to enjoy and dispose of the same, by the said Antoine Robert, his heirs and assigns, on the 
charges, clauses, and conditions, hereafter, to wit: that the said Robert, his heirs and assigns, shall be obliged to 
carry his grains to be ground at the common mill, when one shall be established, on pain of confiscation of the said 
grains, and arbitrary penalty; to inhabit the said concession, or cause it to be inhabited, within one year from this 
day, at furthest; to enclose the improvements-of the neighbors as fast as wanted; to till the land, and suffer thereon 
the roads which will be thought necessary for the public utility; to make line fences, as it shall be regulated; and to 
pay each year to the Receiver of the King’s domain in this country, or to the clerk of the said Receiver, who shall 
reside at Detroit, one sol .quit-rent for each arpent in front, and twenty sols rent for each twenty arpents in super- 
ficies; making, for the said three arpents in front by forty in depth, three sols quit-rent, and six livres rent, and, 
besides, three-fourths of a bushel of wheat for tne said three arpents in front; the whole payable each year on the 
day and feast of St. Martins the said quit-rent bearing profit of fees, for right of alienation, seisin, and fines, 
with all other rights, royal and seigneurial, when the case may be, agreeably to the custom of the precinct and 
vicinity of Paris. It shall, however, be lawful for the said Antoine Robert to pay the said six livres rent, and three 
suls quit-rent, in peltries at the Detroit price, until a current money is established; reserving in the King’s name, 
on the said habitation, all the timber which His Majesty may want for the construction of buildings and forts, 
which may hereafter be established; as also, the property in the mines and minerals, if any be found, within the 
extent of said concession. And the said Robert, his heirs, and assigus, shall be obliged to cause the said concession to 
be forthwith marked out, measured, and bounded, in ali its width and depth, and to execute all the clauses inserted. 
in this present title, and to take a brevet of confirmation from His Majesty, within two years, on pain of nullity of 
these presents. 

Done and given at Quebec, the first April, one thousand seven hundred and fifty. 

{u.s.] LAJONQUIERE. {u. s.] BIGOT. 
By my Lords, By my Lords, 
Sr. Sauveur. DeEscHESNEAUX. 


To Messrs. Dx Ceroron, Knight of the royal and military order of St. Louis, Commandant for the King at Hort 


Detroit; Landrieve, doing the duty of Commissary and Deputy Intendant of New France, in the said place. 


The inhabitants of Detroit humbly represent to you, gentlemen, that the mill, situated on the farm of Claude 
Campeanu, is of an indispensable necessity and convenience for the public. They have heard that the named 
Cabacier, an inhabitant of Detroit, was seeking the means to have it demolished, under the pretext that the corner 
of his meadow was inundated by the said mill. It is easily seen that it is by a spirit of incompatibility and contra- 
diction towards his neighbors: for, in summer, his meadow is dry, and, in winter, the water has its natural course, 
the said mill not going on account of the ice. 

This mill was constructed by the consent of Monsieur de Boishebert, formerly commandant in this fort, as a 
thing useful to the public, and a long time before the concession of the land of the said Cabacier. If this mill had 
given any prejudice to the meadow which is alongside of his land, the first proprietors would not have failed to 
make representations on that subject: the said mill has always subsisted till now without any interruption, it being, 
besides, erected on the land of its proprietor. i ¢ 7 

This being considered, may it please you, gentlemen, taking into view the public advantage and convenience, 
to order that the said mill shall continue as before; it being, besides, the only one handy to this fort, and which 
goes the greatest part of the year; to forbid said Cabacier, and all others, to attempt any depredation on the said mill, 
and to troubie the owner, on pain of damages, costs, and interest, and you shall do justice. 








PIERRE REAUMK, JACQUES CARDINAL, 
—— CHAPOTON, CARLE MORAN, 

——_—— LE GRAND, BELLE PERCHE. 

JEAN BAPTISTE MALLET, WIDOW CARRON, 
YACINTHE REAUME, ANTOINE CAMPEAU, 

eee LR JEAN BORDE, 

JEAN PILET, JEAN BAPTISTE CAMPEAUX, 
JACQUES GODDELTE, ——+— LABUTTE, 
BAPTISTE GOYEAUX, Jr. JEAN MILHOMME, 
NICHOLAS LENOIR, —— BARTHE, 


LAURENT PARENT, J. BLONDEAU. 
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Having seen the above, and no title having appeared to us, we order that the parties do apply to the Governor | 
and the ee ahd the mill shall remain in its present situation, until the decision of the Governor and the. 
Intendant is had. : 

Done at Detroit, the 30th June, 1753. 

LANDRIEVE, CELORON. 


After having seen the foregoing petition, we order that the named Campeaux be in peaceable possession of the 


said mill, having given due regard to the opinion of Messrs. Celoron and Landrieve. 


Done at Montreal, 22d August, 1753. 
DUQUESNE. 


E. 


TRANSLATION. 


- We, Commandant for the King at Detroit, &c. upon the demand made to us by Jacques Pilet, proprietor of the 
farm above conceded, by title in the other part, to grant him a continuation of forty arpents in depth at the end of 
the said farm, have, by virtue of the power in us vested by the General, given and conceded to said Pilet the said 
continuation of two arpents in width by forty in depth, on the same lines, quit-rent and rent, and rights of servi- 
tudes, contained in the aforesaid deed, the first payment of which shall become due on the 11th of November, 1759. 
Moreover, to leave, between the first concession and the said continuation, a distance of thirty-six feet at least, to 
be used as public road by the inhabitants who shall obtain the continuations. 

None at Detroit, the 15th of March, 1759. 
‘ PIQUOTEE DE BELLESTRE. 


e 
TRANSLATION. 


a 
We, Commandant, &c-, have conceded to Baptiste Reaume a piece of land of four arpents in width, and forty 
in depth, this side of river Rouge, adjoining to Dominique Labrosse, on the east-northeast side, to enjoy the same 
on the charges which shall be regulated by men in authority. Done at Detroit, 1st September, 1760, 


‘PIQUOTEE DE BELLESTRE. 


Seen the above deed, by order of the Commandant, the 10th day of September, 1770. 
P. DEJEAN, Notary. 


On the 21st day of February, A. D. 1805, the claim of Jean Batiste Barrois was taken up, and the notice by him 
filed with the Register of the Land Office being read in the words following, to wit: 


The children and heirs of Frangois Barrois, Jun., deceased, formerly of Detroit, and since of Vincennes, notif} 
the Register of the Land Office at Detroit that they claim, as such heirs, a tract of land below Detroit-aforesaid, 
containing about four acres wide, and forty arpents in depth, bounded.on one side by lands of Mr. Navarre, and on 
the other side by Iands formerly of Monsieur Dequindres which said tract of land was granted and conceded by the 
French commandant, then at Detroit, to the said Francois Barrois, by deed or concession, dated the 1st April, 1760, 
to hold the same to him whenever the Pattawatamie Indians should abandon or leave the village they then lived on, 
and which was then situate on the said lands so granted, and which they have long since done. ‘The land has never 
been surveyed. Herewith he delivers for registry the original grant made of the said land to the said Francois Bar- 


rois, on behalf of himself and the other heirs. 
JEAN BATISTE BARROIS, x his mark. 
Derroirt, 6th November, 1804. 


The evidence adduced by the claimant in support thereof was also read and considered, in the words and figures 
following, viz. 

TRANSLATION. 

We, Commandant for the King at Detroit, have conceded to Frangois Barrois, Jun., a piece of land of three 
arpents wide, or four arpents if they be found, by forty in depth; to begin from the boundary of the farm conceded 
to Navarre, near the Pattawatamies’ village, in going towards the land of Mr. Dequindre; to have and to hold unto 
the said Barrois, the said piece of land, after the Pattawatamies have changed or abandoned their village, without 
which condition this present concession shall be void, not understanding to dispossess the said Indians in any man- 
ner. And the said Barrois shall enjoy the said land, on the aforesaid conditions, and such servitudes as shall be 
regulated by persons in power to do it. In testimony whereof, we have expedited him the present title, which will 


be in lieu of provisory deed. At Detroit, the Ist April, 1760. 
PIQUOTEE DE BELLESTRE. 


F. 
On Monpay, the 2d day of December, 4. D. 1805. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment, and proceeded to the examination of the claims of the heirs and legal 
representatives of the late Wm. McComb, deceased. 
Whereupon, the notice filed by the said heirs with the Register of the Land Office being read, of which the fol- 
lowing is an extract, viz. 
“John, William, and David McComb claim an island situate in the strait about three miles above Detroit, 
comnionly called Hog island, containing, by Mr. Boyd, who surveyed it in 1771, seven hundred and four acres, by 
urchase from the Ottawa and Chippewa nations of Indians, who, in council, under the direction of His Britannic 
ajesty to the Hon. Thomas Gage, Commander-in-chief of all His' said Majesty’s forces in North America, for 
that purpose, did convey the same to Lieutenant George McDougall, on the 5th day of June, 1769, whose heirs sold 
the same to Wm. McComb on the 11th of November, 1793.7 ~ 


The following instrument of writing, together with the deeds, whereof mention is hereinafter made,. presented 
to the Register, and recorded as evidence of the claim aforesaid, were also read and considered by the commis- 
sioners, Viz. 

By an order of His Majesty and’ council, dated at St. James’s, May 4th, 1768, transmitted to the Hon. Thoimas 
Gage, Major General and Commander-in-chief of all His Majesty’s forces in North America, &c. &c. ordering that 
he shall put Lieutenant George McDougall, late of the 60th regiment, in possession of Hog island, situated and 
lying in Detroit river, three miles above the fort of Detroit, provided that can be done without umbrage to the Indians 
and upon consideration that the improvements projected by the petitioner be directed. to the more easy atid effectual 
supply of His Majesty’s fort and garrison maintained at Detroit. The Commander-in-chief having trausmitted the 
same to George ‘Turnbull, Esq. captain in the 60th regiment, ‘commanding at Detroit, that he shall see the same 
trig by being present when the said George McDougall shall receive a deed from’ the Indians for the said 
island, &c. 

By virtue of the above order, this indenture, made, by and between Lieutenant George McDougall,, late. of the 
60th regiment, of the one part, and Oketchewandug,, Couttawin, Ottawachin,. chiefs of the Ottawa and, Chippewa 
nations of Indians, in. the other part, do for ourselves, and by the consent of the whole of the said natioas of Indians, 
witnesseth, that the said chiefs, for and in consideration of five barrels of rum, three rolls of tobacco, three pounds of 
vermilion, and a belt of wampum, and three barrels of rum, and three pounds of paint, when possession was taken, 
valued one hundred and ninety-four pounds ten shillings, current money of the province of New York, to them in 
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hand paid, the receipt whereof the said Indians chiefs do hereby acknowledge, have granted, bargained, sold, alien- 
ated. and confirmed, and by these presents do hereby grant, bargain, sell, alien, and confirm, unto the said George 
McDougall, his heirs and assigns, forever, the aforesaid island, that he may settle, cultivate, or otherwise employ to 
His &* Majesty’s advantage, as he shall think proper, the aforesaid island in Detroit river, about three miles above 
the fort, together with all the houses, out-houses, and appurtenances whatsoever on the said island, messuage, and 
tenement, and premises belonging, or in any ways appertaining; and also the reversion and reversions, remainder 
and. remainders, rents and services of the said premises, and every part thereof, and all the estate, right, title, claim, 
and demands, whatsoever, of them, the said Indians, of, in, and to the said messuage, tenement, and premises, and 
every part thereof. ‘To have and to hold the said messuage or tenement, and all and singular the said premises 
above mentioned, and every part and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances, unto the said George McDougall, his 
heirs aud assigns, forever. And we, the above mentioned chiefs, do hereby engage ourselves, our heirs, our nations, 
executors, administrators, and assigns, forever, to warrant and defend the property of the said island unto the said 
George McDougall, his heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, forever against us or any person whatever 


claiming any right or title thereto. 
OKITCHEWANONG, x ~* 
COUTTAWGIN, x 
OTTOWACHKIN. x 
Georce Turnaui, Captain 2d battalion, 60th reg’t, commanding. 
Danie. McAtpin, Lieuwlenant 2d battalion, 60th reg’t. Wiinesses. 
Joun AmieL, Ensign 2d batialion, 60th reg’t. 


Detroit, 5th May, 1769. 


Received and recorded in the Register’s Office, in Quebec, on Thursday, the 23d day of January, 1777, at one 
o'clock in the afternoon, in the Mglish register, letter E, page 616. 


& GEQ. ALLSOPP. 


A deed of feoffnent, executed by John Robert McDougall, conveying a moiety of said island, in fee simple, to 
William McComb, containing a clause of warranty against himself, his heirs, and assigns, dated the 11th day of 
November, 1793, with a memorandum of livery of seisin endorsed on the back of said deed. 

Also, a deed of gift from George McDougall to John Robert McDougall, for a moiety of said island, with the like 
clause of warranty therein, and the like memorandum of livery of seisin endorsed thereon, dated the 6th day of 
January, 1794. 

Also, a deed of feoffment, executed by John Robert McDougall, conveying and transferring the other moiety of 
said island to the said William McComb, in fee simple, containing a clause of warranty against the feoffer, his heirs 
and assigns, with a memorandum of livery of seisin endorsed thereon, dated the 7th day of April, 1794. 

The claimants then brought forward George Meldrum to be examined as a witness with regard to Hog island, 
who, being sworn, deposed and said, that the late Lieutenant McDougall built on this island a dwelling-house, and 
sundry out-houses about the year 1770 or 1771. About the same time, one Cassety, as a tenant of the said McDou- 
gali, went on a part of these lands, who, in the course of some few of the following years, cultivated about thirty 
acres, and, as well as this deponent recollects, built a small houses; said Cassety was succeeded by one Ridley, and 
the said island has been constantly occupied by successive tenants of the said McDougall and McComb families to 
the present day. 

At the request of the claimants, the said claims, generally, were continued for further investigation. 

On ‘Tuesday, the 3d day of December, A. D. 1805, the board met pursuant to adjournment. 

The fourth claim of the heirs and legal representatives of the late William McComb, deceased, being again under 
consideration, 

John Laughton was brought forward as a witness, who, being sworn and examined, deposed and said, with 
respect to Hog island, that, in the year 1776, he, the deponent, leased the said island of one Cassety, who at that 
time held it under the lease of the late Lieutenant McDougall. When in occupation of the said island, he, the said 
deponent, was ousted of his possession by the orders of Colonel De Peyster, then the commanding officer at Detroit, 
who put thereon some prisoners brought to his garrison by the Indians. The late William McComb, as the guardian 
of the then infant sons of the said McDougall, petitioned General Haldiman for redress, who ordered the said 
McComb to be again put into the possession thereof. The deponent also recollects that Colonel De Peyster, on 
restoring the said island, left with the said McComb a barn, erected at the expense of Government, and a scow, as 
a compensation for the disseisin. This property, the deponent imagines, must have been worth about twelve or 
fourteen hundred pounds. When the deponent went first to this island, there were two farms thereon, each of 
which was improved with a dwelling-house, and, inclusively, had about eighty acres of cultivated land, and two 
large barns. : 

John Rebert McDougall being sworn, deposed and said, with respect to Hog island, that some short time after 
Colonel! De Peyster had taken forcible possession of this island, that officer was desirous of purchasing it for the use 
of the Government, and made an offer to this depenent and his mother of six hundred guineas therefor; these terms 
were, however, rejected. The said De Peyster then paid to Alexander McComb a quantity of corn, as the rent of 
said island, for which said McComb, as guardian of the infant children ef this said deponent’s late father, afterwards 
accounted. Some few years before the evacuation of this garrison by the British troops, Major Claus, commanding 
Detroit, put a number of cattle on the said island to pasture, for which damages were awarded to the deponent in 
the court of common pleas of the upper province of Canada. 

The order of the King of Great Britain, by the advice of his privy council, referred to in the instrument of writin 
executed by the Indians therein named, was this day produced by the claimants as evidence of their title to the said 
island, and is in the words following, viz. 


(x. 8.] At tHe Court ar Sr. Jamus’s, the 4th day of May, 1768. 
Present: The King’s Most Excellent Majesty. 
Lord President, Earl of Huntington, Viscount Clare, 
Duke of Grafton, Earl of Denbigh, Viscount Villiers, 
Duke of Ancaster, Karl of Shelburne, Welbore Ellis, Esq. 
Duke of Northumberland, Viscount Weymouth, Richard Rigby, Esq. 
Marquis of Granby, Viscount Falmouth, Thomas Townshend, Esq. 
Lord Chamberlain, Viscount Howe, George Onslow, Esq. 


Whereas there was this day read at the board a report for the right honorable the lords of the committee of 
council for plantation affairs, dated the 3d of this instant, in the words following, viz. 


Your Majesty having been pleased, by your order in council of the 12th of December, 1767, to refer unto this com- 
mittee the humble petition of Licateicnant George McDougall, of the royal American regiment, on half pay, praying, 
for the reasons therein contained, that your Majesty will be graciously pleased to grant to him a certain small island, 
three miles above Detroit, called Hog island. The lords of the committee, in obedience to your Majesty’s said 
order of reference, did, on the 3d of March last, take the said petition into their consideration, and thought proper 


* This ‘*&” appears evidently to have been inserted after the above instrument was written, if not after the same was executed, 
for it is written on an erasure, and renders the sense thereof somewhat less clear and perspicuous than what it must have been 
before. There is no memorandum made of the erasure, nor of another interlineation which is in the instrument. 
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to refer the same to the lords commissioners of trade and plantations, who have thereupon reported to this committee: 
‘That the abovementioned island, lying within that territory, which, by your Majesty’s proclamation of the 7th of 
October, 1763, is reserved and set aside as hunting grounds for the several tribes of Indians, it follows that no abso- 
lute grant of the same can be made. consistently with the terms and reservations of the said proclamation; and, 
therefore, it will not be advisable for your Majesty to comply with the prayer of the petition, as to this particular, 
in its full extents but, as the merits of the petitioner, in clearing part of the said island, building a house, and. mak- 
ing a settlement thereon, in consequence of permission obtained from the commanding officer at Detroit, in 1761, 
appear to be true; and as he has sustained considerable damage by being dispossessed of these improvements by the 
savages in the subsequent war, more especially, as it is evident that considerable savings may be, and actually have 
been, made in the articles of supply and provision for the garrison at Detroit, by stocking and cultivating lands in 
the neighborhood thereof, the said bards commissioners are of opinion that advantages may be derived to the public 
service from the settlement and improvements of this islands and as the petitioner, as wel! from his intercourse and 
acquaintance with the Indians, as by his interest and connexions in those parts, (he being married, aad having a 
wife and family now residing at Detroit,) doth appear both able and willing to carry his proposals into execution; 
and as it is represented that the said island, though within the limits of the Indian territory, yet has always been 
considered as an appendage to the fort, the said lords commissioners are of opinion that every encouragement should 
be given to him in the settlement of the said island, as faras the tenor of the proclamation above recited will allows 
and this they think can best be done by referring the matter to the Commander-in-chief in America, recommending 
to him to allow the petitioner a temporary occupation of the said island, so long as your Majesty shall think fit to 
continue an establishment at Detroit; provided this can be done without umbrage to the Indians, and upon considera- 
tion that the improvements projected by the petitioner will be directed to the more easy and effectual supply of 
your Majesty’s fort and garrison maintained at Detroit.” 

The lords of the committee, upon consideration thereof, do humbly report to your Majesty that they agree in 
opinion with the lords commissioners for trade and plantations, and thereupon humbly propose that your Majesty 
will be graciously pleased to direct the Commander-in-chief of your Majesty’s forces in America, for the time being, 
to allow the petitioner a temporary occupation of the said island, so long as your Majesty shall think fit to continue 
an establishment at Detroit; provided this can be done without umbrage to the Indians, and upon consideration that 
the improvements projected by the petitioner will be directed to the more easy and effectual supply of your Majes- 
ty’s fort and garrison maintained at Detroit. 

His Majesty, taking the said report into consideration, was pleased, with the advice of his privy council, to 
approve thereof, and to order, as it is hereby ordered, that the Commander-in-chief of His Majesty’s forces in Ame- 
rica, for the time being, do allow the petitioner a temporary occupation of the said island.so long as His Majesty shall 
think fit to continue an establishment at Detroit; provided the same can be done without umbrage to the Indians, 
and upon consideration that the improvements projected by the petitioner be directed to the more easy and effectual 
supply of His Majesty’s fort and garrison maintained at Detroit. Whereof the Commander-in-chief of His Majesty’s 
forces in America, for the time being, and all others whom it may concern, are to take notice, and govern themselves 


accordingly. 
9 WM. BLAIR. 


Received and recorded in the Register’s Office, in Quebec,on Thursday, the 23d day of January, 1777, at one 
o’clock in the afternoon, in the English register, letter E, page 612. . 
GEO. ALLSOPP. 


A writing, purporting to be a“ paragraph of General Gage’s letter to Captain Turnbull, of the 29th August, 
1768, relating to Hog island, given to Mr. McDougall by His Majesty and council,”’ was also exhibited as evidence 
of the claim aforesaid, and is as fellows, to wit: 

As Mr. McDougall’s occupying these lands depends upon the suffrage of the Indiaus, who have claims thereto, 
it will be necessary that those Indians should be collected by the friends of Mr. McDougall, and publicly signify 
to you, or rather give a weitten acknowledgment of their consenting to the. cession of thuse lands in favor of Mr. 
McDougall. 

You are to contract no expense upon this account: the collecting and supporting these Indians must be the act of 
Mr. McDougall, or his friends. In his absence, you are only to acquaint them that you cannot admit them to take 
possession till you are satisfied of the Indians’ intention, and acquiescence therein. 

This must be a solemn act, performed, in your presence, by Indians concerned in the property of the lands, to 
which they must sign the marks of their tribes: and you will certify the same to be done by you, and under my 
authority, and in your presence. ‘Their permission must, at the same time, be had to people the island for cultiva- 
‘tion: for every necessary particular should be mentioned in the writing for the cession of these lands, and the whole 
fully and distinctly explained to the Indians, to prevent future claims or disputes. You are likewise to attend te 
the nature of the improvements carried on by Mr. McDougall, and see that they are such as may, when called upon, 
serve to the purposes intended, of an effectual and easy support of the garrison at Detroit. 

GEORGE TURNBULL, Capf. 2d Bat. 60th Reg’t. 


Received and recorded in the Register’s Office, in Quebec, on Thursday, 23d of January, 1777, at one o’clock 
in the afternoon, in the English register, letter E, page 615. 
GEO. ALLSOPP. 


And, thereupon, the commissioners, having maturely weighed and considered all the evidence adduced by the 
elaimants in support of their title to Hog island, It is, &e. (Decision.) 


G. 


I, Arent Scuyler De Peyster, commanding the King’s or eighth regiment, and the posts occupied by it on the 
different communications, by, the authority in me vested, as a means of improving the appearances in the front of the 
fortifications and grand parade, by improving and cultivating the ground adjacent, bounding the town of Detroit to 
the northwest, do grant, by these presents, unto Captain Henry Bird, of the King’s or eighth regiment, and unto 
his heirs and assigns, forever, a lot of ground, beginning at the northwest end of St. Honore street, and: on the east 
side, continuing ina line with said street as far as the run or ditch which terminates the grand parades then, turning 
towards the east, and bounded by the said run, continues as far as_ the fence which encloses that part of the King’s 

arden occupied by the officers of the eighth regiment; thence, returning by the side of said fence, as far as the 
ing’s stables, and following the division in front of said stables, as they now stand, to the side of ——— street; 
the whole lot containing 2,029 square yards, more or less. 


Given under my hand and seal, this 20th day of May, in the year of our Lord, 1781. 
A. 8. DE PEYSTER, Major King’s Reg’t, Command’t. 


Registered in the register of Detroit, No. 2, pages 299 and 300, by me, 
T. WILLIAMS, Recorder. 








276 PUBLIC LANDS. [1808. 





i QuEBEc, 15th October, 1784. 
SIR: 
Captain Bird, of the King’s or eighth regiment, having memorialised his excellency General Haldimand to 
confirm a grant made to him by Lieutenant Colonel De Peyster, of a small lot of land and house, at Detroit, (for- 
merly a blacksmith’s shop, ) described therein, [am commanded by his excellency to acquaint you that, in considera- 
tion of Captain Bird’s particular services at Detroit, and of his having been at some expense in fitting up the said 
house, he is pleased to relinquish to him all right to it, on the part of the Crown, and desire that you will put him in 
possession of it accordingly. 

I am, sir, your most obedient and most humble servant, 
R. MATTHEWS, Secretary. 


Lieutenant Governor Hay. 
H. 


On the 28th day of February, A. D. 1805, the claim of Elijah Brush, trustee for Alexander McKee, was taken 
up, and the notice by him filed with the Register of the Land Office, being read in the words following, viz: 


To George Hoffman, Esq. Register of the United States’ Lund Office at Detroit, in the District of Detroit. 


‘ Detroit, December 24, 1804, 
IR: 
In pursuance of an act of Congress of the United States, passed the 11th of March, 1804, making provision 
for the disposal of the public lands in said territory, and for other purposes, I hereby make entry of a certain mes- 
suage and tenement, situate, lying, and being upon Detroit river, in the township of Detroit atoresaid, containing 
ninety-three feet in front on said river, and eighty-two and a half feet in rear, by three hundred and three and a 
half feet on the northeast side, and two hundred and ninety-seven feet on the southwest side; which I hold and 
claim, as trustee to Alexander McKee the younger, by gift from his father, Thomas McKee, who held by the 
descent, as the only legitimate heir to the estate of the late Alexander McKee, deceased, who also held said lot of 
Jand by gift from the British Government, for his services and losses in that Government. 
E. BRUSH. 


Quesec, September 9, 1785. 


The evidence adduced by said claimant, in support thereof, was also read and considered, in the words and 
figures following, to wit: ‘ 

Whereas, Matthew Elliott has, for some time. occupied a certain lot lying near the dock yard at Detroit, by the 
water side; this is to signify toall whom it may concern, that, if any person has pretensions to the aforesaid lot, 
they are to produce their titles, otherwise the said Matthew Elliott is to hold peaceable possession thereof, until 
further orders. 

Given under my hand and seal at arms, at the castle of St. Louis. 
HENRY HAMILTON. 


Nore.— With a wafer seal appendant. 
Detroit, May 26, 1786. 


Description of a lot of ground situated next to His Majesty’s ship yard at Detroit, bounded on the front by 
the King’s domain; in the rear by the river; and on the east-northeast by a lot occupied by Captain Lamothe, of 
the Indian Department. Courses—west, nineteen, southerly three hundred and forty-five feet; south, twenty, 
westerly two hundred and seventy-five feet; east, nineteen, northeriy three hundred and forty-five feet; north, 
twenty, westerly two hundred and seventy-five feet, to the place of beginning; containing, in all, ninety-four thou 
sand eight hundred and seventy-five feet, more or less. 

PHIL. R. FRY, Deputy Surveyor. 


Registered, page 374, in Reg. B, by me, this 24th day of May, 1790. ; 
T. SMITH, C. C. Pleas, District of Hesse. 


The deed of gift of Thomas McKee to Elijah Brush, in trust for Alexander McKee the younger, was produced 


by the claimant, and read and considered by the commissioners. ; 
The claimant has not produced a deed conveying the said lot of ground from Matthew Elliott to Thomas 


McKee. 
I. 


70 all the Inhabitants occupying lots next the walter sides. 
GENTLEMEN: 

As the vacant spaces of ground lying between each of your lots and the water side, now occupied with all 
sorts of filth,.and becomea public nuisance, should be removed, if you will go to the expense of filling up the whole 
of them with good earth, and render it an even surface, at the same time extending your lots with fences, so as to 
leave only a passage for carts between them and the water edge, you shall have such spaces of ground in lieu of the 
expense you may be at; but if you do not choose to occupy them on these conditions, let me know, and I will give 
them to others, for { can no longer suffer them to remain as they now are. 

Given under my hand, at Detroit, this Ist day of June, 1782. 
: A. S. DE PEYSTER, Major, 
Commanding Detroit and its dependencies. 


K. 
On the 8th day of March, 1805, the claim of George Meldrum was taken up and read, in the words following. 


to wit: 

George Hoffman, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: 
_ Please to take notice, that | enter in your office a perinission of Arent De Peyster, commandant of Detroit 
and its dependencies, to Peter,;Cumming, to build on a lot of ground, eighty feet im front, on river Detroit, bounded 
on the south by the ship yard, and.on the north by Col. McKee, running to the road, bearing date 1st September, 
1783. And likewise transfer to John Laughton, and by said Laughton’s deed to Meldrum and Park, bearing date 


5th of March, 1793, and am, with respect, &c. 
Yours, &c,. GEORGE MELDRUM. 


And thereupon the evidence adduced by the claimant, in support thereof, was also read and considered, in the 
words and figures following, to wit : : 
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To all concerned. 


For and on account of the good character of Peter Cumming, late ship builder in His Majesty’s yard, I do per- 
mit him to build on a lot of ground lying to the northwest of the ship yard; eighty feet in front on the river; thence, 
back to the highway, and thence to the ship yard aforesaid. 

Given under my hand at Detroit, this 1st day of September, 1783. 
A. S. De PEYSTER, Zieut. Col. King’s Regt. 
Commandant at Detroit, &c. 


T. WILLIAMS, Rec. 


The claimant produced also a deed of transfer from Peter Cumming to John Laughton, dated 26th August, 1788; 
and also a deed of bargain and sale, executed by John Laughton to Meldrum and Park, dated the 5th of March, 
1793: which deeds were read and considered, 


Whereupon it is considered by the commissioners, that, &c. 


Registered in the Register at Detroit, No. 2, page 342, by me, 


L. 


On the 2ist day of February, A. D. 1805, the claim of Robert Navarre was taken up for consideration, and the 
notice by him filed with the Register of the Land Office was read, in the words following, to wit: 


** Detroit, 17th December, 1804. 


**Greorce Horrman, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit: 


** Please to take notice that I claim title to the farm on which I now live, the deed of which I enter into your 
office, to be recorded, with all the vouchers, to wit: 

‘* No. 1. Original Indian deed. No. 2. Survey. No.3. Receipt of the King’s Receiver. No.4. Confirmation 
of title by Major Basset, Commandant, &c.” 


And, thereupon, the evidence adduced by the claimant in support thereof, being also read, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


TRANSLATION. 


No.1. We, the chiefs of the tribes of the Pattawatamie nation, at Detroit, have deliberated and given, of our free 
will, a piece of land of four arpents in width, by the whole depth, situate at our ancient village, to Robiche, son of the 
scrivener. We give him this land forever, that he may cultivate the same, light a fire thereon, and take care of our 
dead; and for surety of our words we have made our marks, supported by two branches of wampum. 


[Signed in the original by twelve chiefs. } 


Ratified by the Honorable Henry Basset, Commandant at Detroit, 15th July, 1772, in presence of Mr. George 
McDougall, of the Pattawatamie chiefs, and Robert Navarre, Jun’r, put in possession in the forms prescribed, in the 
name of His Majesty, and in conformity to the orders of his excellency. 


No. 2. I, the undersigned, doing ihe duty of Surveyor, at Detroit, with the approbation of Mr. Henry Basset, 
Major Commandant at Detroit and dependencies, do certify that I have bounded and alineated a piece of land of 
four arpents in width, conceded this day (28th July, 1772) to Robert Navarre, Jun’r, situate on the river Detroit, at 
the ancient village of the Pattawatamies, joining on the K. N. E. Jacques Godfroy, and on the W. S. W. vacant 
land, where I have placed a bound, with witnesses underneath. I have also alineated the said piece of land, in 
front, by a line running E. N. E. and W.S. W. and in depth by a line N. N. W. and S. S. E. counting eighteen 
feet per pole, and ten poles for each arpent, measure of this place: which shall be verified when necessary. 


Done at Detroit, 28th July, 1772. 

CHARLES GOUIN, Jun. 
Pierre Govin, . 
Gro. McDovucaltL, 


No. 3. Received of Robert Navarre, Junr. the quit-rent and rent for a piece of land of four arpents in width, 
which has lately beentconfirmed to him, and conceded in the name of His Majesty, by Mr. Basset, Major Comman- 
dant at Detroit, in conformity to the orders of his excellency General Gage; these quit-rent and rent due for the first 
year, the 11th November last, 1772. 

Done at Detroit, the 2d ot January, 1773. 


witnesses. 


; JAMES STERLING, 
Receiver of the King’s domain. 


JAMES STERLING. 
Received at the same time of Mr. Robert Navarre, the father, the quit-rent and rent for his three arpents of 


land, for the same year, 1773. 
JAMES STERLING. 


JAMES STERLING. 


No. 4. Robert Navarre, Junr. is permitted to cut, on the unconceded lands, the timber necessary to enclose the 
concession which has been made to him in the King’s name, by order of his excellency. 


Given at Detroit, the 24th December, 1772. 
HENRY BASSET, Major and Commandant. 


Idem for the year 1773. 


Received idem of the son, for the year due on the 11th of November, 1773. 


M. 


_ On the 21st day of February, A. D. 1805, the claim of Pierre Descontes del Labadi was taken up for considera- 
tion, and the notice by him filed with the Register of the Land Office was read in the words following, viz: 


** Detroit, 19th November, 1804. 
‘George Horrman, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit: 

** Sir: 
** Please to take notice that I do enter into your office a farm on which I now live, consisting of three arpents 
in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by the river Detroit, on the E. N. E. by the farm of Robert Navarre, 
Esq. alias Robiche, and on the W.S. W. by the farm formerly the property of Mrs. widow Du May, and now the 
property of the heirs of the late Alexis Campeau; which farm was sold to me, for a valuable consideration, by Joseph 

ortier Benac, by a deed of bargain and sale, executed at Detroit the 29th January, 1781. 

_“* Joseph Portier Benac had bought the said farm of Isidore Chene, for a valuable consideration, by deed of bar- 
gain and sale, — at Detroit the 3d October, 1778. 

6 p 
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** And Isidore Chene had it by a deed of gift, executed by the chiefs of the Pattawatamie nation of Indians, at 
Detroit, the 27th day of May, 1776; which deed of gift was executed with the permission of Henry Hamilton, then 
Governor and Superintendent. When Joseph Portier Benac purchased of Isidore Chene, he paid to the King’s 
oe (Thomas Williams) twenty-one pounds five shillings and nine pence, for the déds et ventes, i.e. for fines of 
alienation. 

** When IT purchased I paid the said fines to William Monforton, who was then the King’s Receiver. 

** Of the truth of the above statement, | am ready and do offer to give substantial proofs, in writing, either by 
original or from public records.” 

And, thereupon, the evidence adduced by the claimant in support thereof, being also read and considered in the 
words following, to wit: 

[ TRANSLATION. ] 


We, the chiefs of the tribe of the Pattawatamie nation, at Detroit, after having deliberated, have, of our free will, 
given to Isidore Chene, forever, the piece of land between that given by us to Robiche and that also given to the 
widow Du May, that he may cultivate the same, and take care of our dead buried thereon; and for surety of our 
parole, we have made our marks underneath, supported by two branches of wampum; and the principal chiefs have 
signed or made their marks on the minutes of these presents. 

P. DEJEAN, 


Notary and Recorder for Detroit. 


Derrorr, 27th May, 1776. 
A true copy from the old register, folio 397. ; 
R. Pottarp, Register W. D. 


This is to certify that Wawerattan, chief of the Pattawatamie nation, having applied to me for liberty to cede a 
lot of land of three acres in front, in that part of the settlement of Detroit called the Pattawatamies village, to Isi- 
dore Chene, an inhabitant of Detroit, I have allowed to said Isidore Chene to take possession of it, and to occupy 
the said lot till notice be given to him to restore the same, according to such orders as may be given him to restore 
the same relative to the cession of lands by his excellency the General Governor of the province. Given under 


my hand, 
HENRY HAMILTON, 
Lieutenant Governor and Superintendent. 


A true copy from the register, folio 397. ‘i 
R. Potrarp, Resister W.D. 


N. 


This grant is ceded to Joseph Howard and his heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, for a space of land. 
with the following limited right and title, viz: That the said Joseph Howard is to have, hold, and possess, with full 
and free powers to convey, sell, or dispose of said lands without fees or burthens whatsoever, (excepting the regis- 
tering of this deed in the office of the Notary Public) during the pleasure of His Majesty or the Governor and Com- 
mander-in-chief of the province of Quebec; and by these presents, he, the said Joseph Howard, stands, and shall 
stand, of right, lawfully, solely, and absolutely seized of and in the land and lot, with the appurtenances, of a good, 
sure, lawful, rightful, absolute, and indefeasible estate; having in himself good right, full power, true title, and law- 
ful authority to settle and assure the same and every part and parcel of the said lot and premises, which are forever 
to be held and enjoyed by him, his heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, according to the limitations afore- 
said. And for the security of the said Joseph Howard, proprietor of the above limited and recited land and pre- 
mises, this conveyance is granted on the 10th day of Nevember, 1781, in the presence of the following witnesses. 


I have put my hand and seal of the post, ; 
: é PAT’K SINCLAIR, Lieutenant Governor. 
Registered by me in folio 81. 
Nore. Most of the grants issued by Sinclair specify the situation, boundaries, and extent of the tract of land 


intended to be granted; and allfof the original writings produced by the Michillimackinack claimants contain the limi- 
tations and conditions of the foregoing, and are precisely in the same form. 


0. 
Gerorce Horrman, Esq. Register, §:c. 


Sir: 
I am requested by Francis Navarre, Esq. to enter into your office the enclosed deeds, viz: 


No. 1. Pattawatamies, to Francis and James Navarre, 20 arpents by 80, or 100; river Raisins, 3d June, 1785. 
2. Isidore Chene, to Joseph Menard and Isidore Roberts, 6 to 7do. by do. do. 18th April, 1791. 
3 


3. Joseph Reaume, Jun. to Batiste Reaume, Sen. do. by 40 do. do. 4th July, 1800. 
4. Joseph Bourdeaux, to Jean Batiste Reaume, Sen. 3 = do. by do. do. 14th July, 1800. 
5. Pattawatamies, to A. Campeau, transferred to Suror, 3 do. by do. do. 24th Sept. 1786. 
6. Pattawatamies to Batiste Reaume, Jun. - do. by do. do. 6thJuly, 1789. 
7. J. Portier Benac, to Joseph Leufant, Sen. 3 do. by 40 do. do. Ist Mar. 1785. 
8. Same to same, 3 ~~ do. by 40 do. do. 2d Mar. 1785. 


PETER AUDRAIN. 
31st December, 1804. 


Nore.—Francis Navarre claims, in his own right, only a moiety of the tract conveyed to Francis and James 
Navarre, by the Pattawatamies. 

From notices which were filed after the date of this writing, it appears that the remaining seven tracts are claim- 
ed by seven different persons. We have rejected no writing, filed asa notice, from which we could possibly gather 
the nature and extent of aclaim. But this is all blunder, and there are many precisely in the same form and situa- 
tion, written by the same person, who, however, knew how to execute them correctly, having presented many that 
are perfect and complete. 


P. 


Know all men by these presents, that we, the chiefs and principal leaders of the Pattawatamie nation of Indians, 
at Detroit, for ourselves, and by and with the advice and consent of the whole of our said nation, in consideration 
of the good will, love, and affection, which we, and the whole of our said nation, have and bear unto Arent Schuy- 
ler De Peyster, Esq. Major of the King’s eighth regiment, Commandant of Detroit, and its dependencies, &c.; and 
also, for divers other good causes and considerations, us, the said chiefs, and the rest of our said_ nation, hereunto 
moving, have given, granted, aliened, enfeoffed, and confirmed, and by these presents do give, grant, alien, 
enfeoft, and confirm, unto the said Arent Schuyler De Peyster, a certain tract of land of fifty acres in front, and 
one hundred acres in depth, bounded on the northeast by a tract of land formerly granted to Philip Dejean; on the 
southwest and in the rear by unlocated lands; and in the front by the river Detroit; the whole containing five 
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thousand acres, or arpents, more or less, with all and singular the appurtenances unto the said tract of land apper- 
taining, or in anywise belonging, and the reversion and reversions, remainder and remainders, rents, and services 
of the said premises; and also all the estate, right, title, interest, property, claim, or demand whatever, of us, 
the said chiefs, or any one whatever of our said nation, of, in, and to the said messuage and premises, and every 
part and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances: to have and to hold the said messuage, tenement, lands, heredita- 
ments, and premises, hereby given and granted, or mentioned, or intended to be given and granted, unto the said 
Arent Schuyler De Peyster, his heirs and assigns, to the only proper use and behoof of the said Arent Schuyler De 
Peyster, his heirs and assigns, forever. And the said chiefs, for themselves, and in behalf of the whole of their 
nation, their heirs, executors, and administrators, do covenant, promise, and grant, to and with the said Arent 
Schuyler De Peyster, his heirs and assigns, by these presents, that he, the said Arent Schuyler De Peyster, his 
heirs and assigns, shall, and lawfully may, from henceforth and forever after, quietly and peaceably have, hold, 
occupy, possess, and enjoy the said messuage and premises hereby given and granted, or mentioned, or intended 
to be given and granted, with their and every of their appurtenances, free, clear, and discharged, or well and suf- 
ficiently saved, kept harmless, and indemnified from and against all former and other gifts, grants, bargains, sales, 
estates, entails, rents, and from and against all former and other titles, troubles, charges, and incumbrances what- 
soever, had, done, or suffered, or to be had, done, or suffered by them, the said chiefs, or by any one of the said 
nation, their heirs, executors, and administrators, or any other person or persons lawfully claiming or to claim 
by, from, or under them, or any or either of them; and by these presents, do make this our act and deed _irrevo- 
cable under any pretence whatever, and have put the said Arent Schuyler De Peyster in full possession ‘and seisin, 
by delivering a piece of the said tractof land on the premises. 
In witness whereof, we the said chiefs, for ourselves, and in behalf of our whole nation of Pattawatamies, 
have hereunto these presents set the marks of our different tribes, at Detroit, the 28th day of July, 
A. D. one thousand seven hundred and eighty. 


[Signed by ten Indian Chiefs. ] 


I, the subscriber, do hereby certify that the abovementioned lands are a voluntary gift, and that the chiefs 
made the marks of their different tribes in my presence, at Detroit, the 28th day of July, 1780. 


T. WILLIAMS, Justice of the Peace. 


I have resigned all my right and title to this Indian grant of land, in favor of my nephew, Arent Schuyler, son 
to Pierre Guillem De Peyster, of New York. Dumrries, 12th February, 1798. 
A. 8. DE PEYSTER. 


There are several Indian conveyances, which are certified to have been voluntary, by A. S. De Peyster, colonel 
commanding, &c. 


[ TRANSLATION. ] 


We the chiefs, Pattawatamies, of the river Raisins, dodeclare to have given forever to Michel and Antoine 
Campeau, brothers, and children of Alexis Campeau, to each of them, three ry of land in width by all the depth 
situate on river Raisins, on the right hand going up, and_ joining the land of their sister Angelique, to hold unto the 
said two brothers, the said lands jointly,or separately. We have also thought proper to give, aud do give, to Made- 
eine Campeau, on the left hand side of the river Raisins, in going up, a piece of land of three arpents in width by its 
depth, right opposite to the upper end of the rapid, nearly opposite to the land which we have given to her brothers: 
for such is our will, and the will of all those who compose our village. 

Done at Detroit, the 24th of May, 1786. Witness our marks above and below. We have also, in the same 
manner, given to Madeleine Campeau, the mother, a piece of land of three arpents, joining the lands of her chil- 
dren above named; to hold the same, &c. the same year as above. 


[Signed in the original by six chiefs, in the presence of Robert Navarre and Joseph Menard.] 


These serve to certify that the representatives of the first original grantors of the donation hereunto annexed, 
have confirmed the same to Miss Angelique Campeau, in behalf of herself, her brothers and sisters, and their heirs 
and assigns, forever, acknowledging, at the same time, the said title to be the first granted of the said donation; as 
witness our hands, at Detroit, the 12th day of June, 1797. 


[Signed by four chiefs, in presence of Lieut. Col. Hamtramck, Major J. J. V. Rivardi, 
and Witmore Knaggs, Interpreter. ] 


[ TRANSLATION. ] 
Detroit, July 28, 1780. 


We, the chiefs of the Pattawatamie nation, after having deliberated on the present state of our lands, which we 
Jeave uncultivated this long time, with the advice and the general consent of the nation, have determined to give a 
portion thereof to our friend Chevalier Chabert, containing six arpents in front, on the river Rouge, on the left hand 
in going up said river, which will extend in depth to the Tands of St. Cosure, brothers; joining on one side Batiste 
Cicot, and on the other side Antoine Chene; and, for the sincere friendship which we have for him, we do light for 
him a fire of peace and tranquillity, warranting him, from this day, forever, his heirs and assigns, the said portion of 
— that he may enjoy the same, without any hindrance whatsoever. ‘Therefore, we have made our customary 
marks. 

[Signed in the original by eleven chiefs. 


I, the undersigned, do certify that the above chiefs have made their marks, and declared to have voluntarily 
given the land above mentioned. 
T. WILLIAMS, J. P. 


[ TRANSLATION. ] F 

I, the undersigned, do certify that, since the year 1730, since which time I have resided at Detroit, the inhabit- 
ants established in the fort have kept in order the palisadoes, each in proportion of his lot, the King not possessing 
any thing therein, that is to say, His Majesty had no house, although absolute master to dispose of all things, ac- 
cording to his full power and royal authority. 

The commandant had few soldiers, who lived by their work. 

In the year 1748 to 1749, the enclosure of the fort, which was not of a large extent, having but four bastions of 
about twenty feet, beginning at the church and ending at the old guard-house, wanted repairs, and, in order to 
work with solidity, an expedient was proposed, which was agreed to by Mr. De Sabreuvoir, then commandant, (for 
the King never gave any order.) In the plan proposed, it was said that each owner should plant one picket of oak or 
ash, fifteen feet long, having at the small end at least six inches diameter for each foot of ground, in front, on the 
street, and should keep them up by a lining of eight to ten feet long, which was executed. The King himself has 
submitted to the same rule, when houses and store-houses have been built for his troops; and, in the end, Mr. De 
Beilestre, commandant, (by order of the Governor, in appearance) got all the fortifications made anew at the King’s 
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expense. In that state things were on the arrival of His Britannic Majesty’s troops. There is no doubt that Mr. 
De Bellestre took all the pickets of private individuals, which were then planted round the fort, and made use of 
them for the fortifications. 

The same undersigned does certify that, since the said year, 1730, he has seen private individuals enjoy the 
liberty of having their cattle kept in the precinct, and to have thereon stables for the winter, and a park for the 
summer, near the fort, to put up their cows during the night. The commandant was pleased to assume the trouble 
of that police for the public good. 

Hog island was then considered as commons, where each individual had the right (that is to say, the liberty, for 
the undersigned having never seen any title of concession, cannot say that the inhabitants had a right) to put in their 
cattle; but be it liberty, privilege, or right, he has seen the inhabitants put their cattle upon that island. Some of 
the inhabitants have even been obliged and compelled, by order of the commandant, to put on that island certain 
animals which committed waste in the grains or wild fields. 

As to the precinct of the fort, which is vulgarly called domain, the French commandants made no pretensions 
thereto; they had only a small garden on the bank of the river, without the fort, which they enclosed at their own 
expense. And the private individuals had also similar ones near the fort; but, for all that, the undersigned does 
not pretend to say that either of them had the right of property, or that the possession should be perpetual. It is well 
enough known that the powers of His Most Christian Majesty had no other boundaries than those of his domains. 

Done at Detroit, the 5th October, 1767. 

: NAVARRE. 


_ Jacques Campeau, captain of militia at Detroit, having returned to me this instrument of writing, saying that he 
did not want it, I declare that I abjure any other writing which might have a different sense from what is inserted 
in the above, and other parts; and I am ready to make oath on the Holy Evangelists of the truth of the contents, 
having never had any other intention than to explain myself, in conformity to what is above written. 

At Detroit, the 2d June, 1770. 
NAVARRE. 


Personally ee before the honorable Thomas Bruce, major of the second battalion of the sixtieth regiment, 
commandant at Detroit, Robert Navarre, ancient receiver of the domain at the said place, who has made oath on 
the Holy Evangelists of the truth of the contents above, and of other parts. Detroit, the 2d June, 1770. 


T. BRUCE, Major 60th Regiment, 
Commanding at Detroit. 


No. 8. 
Detroir, December 16th, 1805. 


Sr: 

The people of this district having, through the medium of a committee appointed by them, addressed the 
President of the United States, to recommend to the consideration of Congress an alteration of the law on the 
subject of land claims, the commissioners conceived it altogether likely that Congress would take up the business 
during their present session, and, therefore, unwilling also that the grand object of the petitioners should be im- 

ded, merely for the want of the necessary information from those who were appointed to investigate the claims of 
ede in this district, and anxious that the subject should be fully and fairly before you, they formed their report 
of the Ist instant, which will discover to you truly the nature and situation of every description of claim in the 
country. And unless it is the intention of Congress to examine each individual ciaim, and to decide thereon 
according to its own intrinsic merit, the partial report referred to will, we believe, afford them as much useful 
information as the final one possibly could. 

We have, since the date of our last communication, made such great progress in the examination of claims, that 
we are induced to think it highly probable we shall get through sooner than we then imagined. But the immensity 
of writing which is absolutely necessary to be performed forbids us to hope that the final report will reach you time 
enough to enable Congress to act thereon during their present session. Every thing, however, will be done to com- 
plete and forward it as soon as possible. 

We have been obliged to appoint an interpreter of the French language; I have become liable for a compensation 
for his services. It was utterly impossible for us to proceed with correctness without such a person, as the greater 
portion of the witnesses, who are brought before us, are Canadians, and speak the French language only. If this 
act receives your approbation, I hope you will have an appropriation made to defray the expense attending it. 

Should the people of this district succeed in their wishes for the establishment of a new Board of Commissioners, 
with an extension of powers for the final adjustment of their claims, it may, peers. be well to authorize the 
commissioners to appoint an assistant clerk, in case they should find it essential for the acceleration and speedy 
completion of the business which may be laid before them. Additional translating will then, no doubt, be required. 

We have not been able to form an estimate of the exact quantity of land claimed in this district by persons who 
rely goes on the humane benevolence of Congress for an affirmance of their claims. I believe, however, from 
a rough calculation which I have made, that it will not exceed one hundred and fifty thousand acres. ‘The quantity 
for which there are legal titles, including the grants of the Governor and the Intendant of New France and Loui- 
siana, for which a brevet of confirmation was never obtained; the grants of Bellestre and other French subaltern 
military officers, with Hog island, granted by authority of the British Government, will not comprehend more than 
seven thousand arpents superficial measure. 

At least one hundred and fifty thousand acres are claimed by non-resident British subjects, who cannot, from 
the most liberal construction of Jay’s treaty of which it is susceptible, demand a confirmation of their claims; a part 
of which, however, is included in the first estimate, and consists of about forty small tracts, which are somewhat 
improved, and have been settled and actually cultivated, some for ten or twenty and others for thirty years. 
The residue consists of large tracts of two, four, five, ten, twenty, and thirty thousand acres, not at all, or very 
partially improved, except a tract of thirty-three thousand acres, called the Pinery, claimed by Meldrum and Park, 
on different parts of which are erected a dwelling-house, two saw-mills, and one grist-mill, and a few acres have 
been enclosed and cultivated. ‘T'wo salt springs are included in the claims for two of those large tracts. 

All those claims are founded on Indian grants merely, and the greater part of the lands are situated without the 
boundaries of the tract conceded to the United States by the Indians, who are parties to the treaty of Greenville. 

There are settlements on the river Detroit, thirty, forty, and fifty years old, for which there are no legal titles, 
any those which were made on the lands granted by Bellestre, as well as some on lands granted by the 
indians. 

The claims for fifty and one hundred thousand acres are hardly worth mentioning: for the claimants themselves 
have little idea of receiving the sanction of Government for the illicit purchases from the Indians. 

The claims which the people are in hopes of having confirmed are for small tracts of two, three, four, and six 
hundred acres actually settled, and part of each under cultivation, with buildings and fences erected thereon. The 
farms in this country are all laid out in the forms of parallelograms; some are forty or eighty, and others one hundred 
or one hundred and twenty arpents in depth, by two, three, four, or six wide. 

The greater part of the claimants would, I believe, be satisfied if they could get the usual width, with the depth 
of forty or sixty arpents; so that less than one hundred and fifty thousand acres would satisfy all reasonable claims. 
nc communication is made with the knowledge and entire concurrence of the other commissioner, Judge 

es. 

I have the honor to be, with much esteem, sir, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE HOFFMAN. 

The Hon. A. Gatiatin, Esq. Secretary of the Treasury, Sc. 
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No. 9. 


To the Chiefs of the Pattawatamies, and Chippewas, and Ottowas. 


My Sons: 
i send you this by Nangg, who has been here to pay mea visit. It gave me great pleasure to see him; but it 
was little we could say to each other, because there was not any body here that could well speak your language. 

I was able to learn from him, my sons, that you have been, and still are, anxious tosee me. It was my design to 
have met you when your goods were delivered; but they were so hate in coming that it is now out of my power, as 
our annual council is now sitting, and I cannot leave it, but I will send some persons in my place on whom you may 
depend. 

"Believe me, my sons, I wish well, as they do themselves, to all my red children; and the President of the United 
States will continue to love them, and do them good: but there are people that make you uneasy; they love nobody 
but themselves, and because some of them have prevailed on individuals amongst you to make grants of lands to 
them, contrary to our laws, and to all your former practice, that are not approved of, they give you no rest, but are 
always saying some disagreeable things or other to you. I tell you, and I tell the truth, that it isfor your interest 
the United States do not approve those grants of land. Only consider a little; if every one of you, of yourselves, 
without the consent of the nation, may give away the lands that belong to you all, and, at timés, when perhaps you 
have been made drunk on purpose, what will become of your wives and children? 

Do you not see that it is to prevent your being cheated by bad men, who, if they can get your lands, do not care 
if you were all to perish with hunger, that the United States will not allow of their people to buy them, but at a 
public treaty with the nation, when you are all sober, and know that you are not wronged, nor wronging yourselves? 
If those private sales were countenanced, must not war be the certain consequence when you found your lands 
gone, and that you have got nothing of value for them? You would kill some of the people who lived upon them, who 
had, perhaps, no hand in cheating you; some of you would be killed in return, and all the mischiefs of war would 
follow. — ; 

As to the Canadians, my sons, who are living on lands which you have given to them, you need not be uneasy 
about them, neither need they be uneasy about the land. ‘The United States will not take their farms from them; 
but they will not allow any of their people to be buying from you, ina private manner, the lands which are to support 
you, and your families, and your children after you, by thousands of acres, and cheating you in the price at the 
same time. 

I find it to be your wish that some person may be appointed at Detroit, to whom _ may speak occasionally, 
Such agents can be appointed by the President only; and when he knows how much you wish for one, I do not 
doubt that one on whom you may depend will be appointed. ; 

It is a great satisfaction to me, my children, that there isa (poe between you and us; I am sure it is best for both 
that it should continue forever. On our parts, nothing will be done to weaken it. But I know there have been 

eople amongst you stirring you to take up the hatchet on account of the French. I do not believe that you will 
isten to them, because you will see the consequences; and if they should succeed in misleading you, the whole 
burthen must fall upon yourselves, for they cannot help you. The English will not, and the Spaniards are too far 
off to help you, and too weak to do it if they were willing. Drive, then, those persons away; they are your worst 
enemies, whatever they may say. On the friendship of your American brothers, who sprung out of the same soil 


with yourselves, you may safely depend. ‘This is from your friend and father. 
ARTHUR ST. CLAIR. 


Cincinnati, 3d October, 1799. 


I certify that I have compared the within address with the original, in the handwriting of the Governor of this 
territory, commencing with *‘ To” and ending with “father,” and that it is a correct copy. Given under my hand 


and seal, at Detroit, in the county of Wayne, the 18th of May, 1800. 
MATTHEW ERNEST, J. P. [1. s.] 


No. 10 
Wasuineton, March 12, 1806. 


I return to the Chairman of the Committee on the Territory of Michigan the letter of the Secretary of the Trea- 

sury, — report of the commissioners for investigating the titles of land, with the several documents accom- 
anying them. . ; . ; 

: 1 have — compared the information contained in these papers with that conveyed in the letters to the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the 4th and 17thof January. I do not find any contradiction. As the facts on which 
those letters are grounded were obtained from sources entirely distinct, without the least intercommunication with 
the gentlemen who have rendered the report, I consider the one as strongly corroborative of the other; and I pre- 
sume every material circumstance is now so fully in the possession of the committee, as to preclude the possibility 
of any essential error, in point of fact, in the arrangement which the committee may find advisable. 

From the sentiments of the committee, which you have done me the honor to communicate, I find that the im- 
portant question now remaining to be decided is no tess than this: whether any of the settlers, subsequent to the 30th 
day of November, 1782, shall obtain titles? 

The number of settlers up to that period, may be stated at one hundred seventy-one; the number of settlers sub- 
sequent to that period, may be stated at two hundred seventy-one. 

As thus more than three-fifths of all the setilers will be excluded, if that question should be decided in the nega- 
tive, I consider the fate of the country, and its future happiness and tranquillity, as — on the decision which 
will be now made; and, as the last service which it may be in my power to render, I shall proceed, sir, to submit 
to the view of the committee those considerations which I conceive ought to operate in favor of sanctioning, at least 
in some degree of extent, all settlements made prior to the 30th day of June, 1805. It may not be entirely super- 
fluous to premise,{that those who have been charged with the administration of this territory, sensible how much the 
dignity of a Government is liable to be affected by the conduct of its officers, have suffered themselves to have no 
personal concern in the pretensions of the inhabitants. 

Previous to the era last mentioned, the state of the country was such as is unnecessary to describe; it is sufficient 
to say, it was every thing else than a regular administration of Government. For a considerable period after the 
peace of 1783, Great Britain retained possession of this territory. After the United States of America obtained 
possession, it was too remote from the seat of any of their territorial Governments, and the communication too inter- 
cepted by a — of savages in every direction, to enable its concerns to be well understood, or the laws to be 
duly enforced. ’ 

force it as a point, respecting which not a doubt need to be entertained, that, after the period last referred 
to, not a single settlement will ever be made on public lands within the limits of this territory. The United States 
have now a Governor on the spot, who has well impressed a sense of this, as a fixed determination on the part of 
the General Government, which will be rigorously enforced by the local Government. As soon as any information 
reaches the seat of Government, of any the least encroachment on public property in any part of the territagg, a 
corps of cavalry, in each extremity of it, are prepared, at an hour’s notice, to proceed to the removal of the offenders . 
sad, if any should be so hardy as to make resistance, two brigades of infantry are ready to follow, to support the 


execution of the laws. 
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There are cases in the history of nations, in which a wise Government will cover with the shroud of oblivion that 
which is past, and place the hand of rigor only on that which is to come; and this, sir, is one of those cases. In 
order to appreciate more correctly the policy which it is the interest of the United States to pursue, it will be suffi- 
cient only to take a rapid glance of the policy pursued by other Governments, to avoid their errors, (for errors they 
— unquestionably committed, ) and to imitate their conduct in those instances where it has been liberal and 

udicious- 
: It is a fact, I presume well known, that the French settlements on the continent of North America are older than 
those of the English. ‘The'first eifectual settlement of the latter dates from that of Jamestown, in Virginia, in the 
year 1607; the second from that of Plymouth, in Massachusetts, in the year 1620. In the year 1605, Port Royal, in 
Acadie, since become Nova Scotia, was built by the French. tPrevious to that period, the settlement of Canada had 
been effected; a Governor was appointed as early as 1540, and in 1608 the foundation of Quebec was laid. 

Notwithstanding this priority, in the war of 1756, the relative strength of the two nations, and the superiority of 
the English, became very conspicuous. The English population exceeded that of the French in the proportion of 
fifty to ones and their superiority in wealth and resources was still more decided. No plan could have been better 
judged, or more spiritedly pursued, than that of the French, while that storm was gathering. ‘They had conceived 
the bold project of connecting their settlements by a chain of fortifications from the mouth of the St. Lawrence to 
that of the Mississippi; and, by tightening it on the back of the British possessions, to reduce them to the smallest 
possible limits. The western parts of New York and Pennsylvania, the State of Ohio, and the territory of Michi- 
gan, still exhibit the monuments of their labors. But what can the best conceived designs avail against a defect of 
physical force? Agriculture is the only sure basis on which to support a distant settlement, and the English soon 
discovered the necessity of application to it. The French, relying on the military ardor of their nation, and neglect- 
ing those minute causes from which the sources of all permanent pre-eminence must be derived, gave scarcely the 
least encouragement to agriculture. 

Asan example of their policy, I will only refer you, sir, to the earlier claims which appear on the files of the 
committee. The first is the grant of the nobleman De la Mothe Cadillac to an inhabitant of Detroit, Francois 
Fafard de Lorme, in the year 1707; the conditions of which are nearly similar to that of the Marquis de Beauhar- 
nois, Governor and Lieutenant General of New France and Louisiana, to St. Aubin, which is the next on the file. 
That of De la Mothe conveys two arpents of front, by twenty of depth, about thirty-two American acres, for a colonist 
and his family in an American wilderness. But what are the conditions of these grants contrasted with an Ameri- 
can estate in fee simple? ‘They are no less than these: 1. To pay a reserved rent of fifteen livres a year to the 
Crown forever. 2. ‘To begin to clear and improve the concession within three months from the date of the grant. 
3. All of the timber is reserved to the Crown, whenever it may be wanted for the fortifications, or for the con- 
struction of boats, or other vessels; that is.to say, when reduced to plain’ language, it may be taken at the pleasure 
of any military pfficer who may happen to have the command of the country. 4. The property of all mines and 
minerals, if any be found, does not pass by the grant. 5. The privilege of hunting hares, rabbits, partridges, and 
pheasants, does not pass. 6. The grantee is to come and carry, plant, or help to plant, a long maypole before the 
door of the principal manor house, on the first day of May in every year. 7. All the grains of the grantee are to be 
carried to the moulin bannal, or mill of the manor, to be ground, paying the tolls sanctioned by the cow/ime de Paris. 
8. On every sale of the land a species of duty is to be paid, termed the /ods et vente, which, in the English law, 
might bear the name of a fine of alienation, but is more intelligible to an American ear under the appellation of a 
tax on the sale of the land. This tax, by the coutiime de Paris, forms no inconsiderable proportion of the value 
of the whole. 9. Previous toa sale, the grantee is to give information to the Government, and if the Govern- 
ment is willing to take it at the price offered to him, it is to have it. 10. The grantees cannot mortgage it with- 
out the consent of the Government previously obtained. 11. For ten years the grantee is not permitted to work, 
or cause any person to work, directly or indirectly, at the profession and trade of a blacksmith, locksmith, armorer, 
or brewer. 12. All effects and articles of merchandise sent to, or brought from, Montreal, must be sold by the 
grantee himself, or other person who, with his family, isa French resident, and not by engagés, or clerks, or 
foreigners, or strangers. 13. The grantee is not to sell to a foreigner, without special permission. 14. If he sells to 
a foreigner, with permission, the rent reserved is greatly increased; and the duties of the coutiéme, in such cases, 
are to be paid. 15. He is not to sell or trade brandy to Indians, on pain of confiscation. 16. The public charges 
and servitudes, and royal and seigneurial rights of the coutéime de Paris, are reserved generally. 17. The grantee 
is to suffer on his land the roads which may be thought necessary for the public utility. 18. The grantee is to make 
his fences as it shall be regulated. 19. He is to assist in making his neighbor’s fences when called upon. 20. He 
is to cause his land to be alineated, that is, surveyed, at his expense. 21. He is to obtain a brevet of confirmation 
from Europe within two years. ae 

With a system of policy so narrow and illiberal, it was impossible for France to raise in her settlements a strong 
agricultural interest, alike the support of colonies in peace, and their defence in war. Independent of their great 
superiority in point of policy, the English possessed no inferiority in spirit and in judgment. ‘The councils of that 
nation, guided by the capacious and illumined mind of a Chatham, and her arms conducted by the valor of an 
Amherst and a Wolfe, her triumphs were complete, both on the land and the ocean; and the war of 1756 terminated 
in gathering into her hands the fruits of all the labors of her rivals. The effects of her policy, in making agriculture 
the basis of political prosperity, have not yet ceased; they will never cease. After her settlements had been erected 
into an independent nation, the short period of twenty years has placed that nation in circumstances so unlooked 
for, that it now claims to be ranked among the four first Powers of the world. In respect of physical strength, 
extent of dominion, maritime resources, and that energy which is the result of moral causes, France, Great Britain, 
Russia, and the United States of America may be regarded as those nations who are likely to lead, for the future. 
the councils and affairs of the civilized world. The first of these Powers owns not a foot of that soil they once pos- 
sessed in North America.. The two other Powers have both settlements, whick are growing into consequence; and, 
with Spain and the United States, form the four nations who are co-proprietors of this continent, and with respect 
to whom it is peculiarly incumbent on our country to be the first in liberal and judicious policy. 

In the territory of Michigan, the policy of Great Britain was not better than that of France. During the twenty 
years this territory belonged to her, she withheld all grants of land. While they were her subjects, the Canadians 
ere were obliged either to renounce the civilized state, by an association with the natives, to enter into the pursuit 

of an insignificant commerce with them, ruinous to morality, and retarding political growth, or otherwise to take 
possession of lands without authority, and thus procure subsistence for themselves and their families. It was in 
vain that, after the treaty of 1783, she repented of her dereliction of this peninsula, and was disposed, by force, to 
wrest it from the United States. Though stimulated by the folly and the malice of a Simcoe, she, in her turn, came 
to experience; like France, that the energy of an officer is of no effect without that physical force which is derived 
only from an extensive and flourishing state of agriculture. The victory of Wayne, and the treaty of 94, closed 
the door of her hopes and her prospects. - 

Since this period, she has fully perceived," and has as fully corrected, her error. While the American side of 
these settlements has been languishing under the neglect of the nation, Great Britain has completely adjusted the 
affairs of her own side, and is extending her settlements with a rapidity and judgment that already emulates, if it 
does not exceed, the United States. She has relieved her subjects of all burthens whatever from the mother coun- 
try. She supports all the expenses of a well organized civil Government. She has even given political liberty, as 
far as it is possible for a colony to possess it. Her provincial Parliament is a respectable and intelligent Legislature, 
elected on the representative principle; and so attractive has her policy become, that a considerable portion of Ame- 
ricans enter into the composition of that body, and participate in the direction of her councils. With respect to 
the titles of land, she has investigated and ascertained the claim of every individual inhabitant, according validity 

to the slightest pretensions. When ascertained, she has bestowed at once a duplication of it asa bounty. To every 
person who had no previous pretensions, or who may, in future, be attracted to the country, she gives two hundred 
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acres of land without price. Whatever the prejudices of Americans may be, the difference in point of soil, or in 
other matters, is not so much in their favor as alone to enable them to sustain a successful competition against such 
liberality. It is to these contrasts our country ought to look. Advancing with a rapid and steady march to the 
sublimest of destinies, to arrest its career, to snatch from the humble Canadian his little enjoyments, would be an 
act unworthy the American nation; it would be to treat with unmerited harshness a virtuous citizen, and to inflict 
a wound on its own prosperity. :-Rather ought it to invite, by a liberal donation, a body of New England settlers 
into these regions; and then that hardy valor which contended with Great Britain along the Atlantic and the St. 
Lawrence, to the plains of Saratoga, will again meet her, in another age, beyond the coasts of Lake Superior, and 
on the shores of the Pacific. 

Though it,is more than twenty years since the right of the United States to the territory of Michigan was acquir- 
ed, though twelve years have elapsed since the possession under that right has been made secure, and though the 
actual possession is of ten years’ duration, yet there exists at this day, in a country nearly a century and a half old, 
and nearly a quarter of a century the property of the United States, only eight legal titles to land, and those still 
wearing the fetters of antiquated despotism. In all this period the old titles have not been adjusted, no channels 
have been afforded of acquiring new, and the evil of unauthorized encroachments has been accumulating with time. 

Under these circumstances, causidical acuteness might find arguments in abundance to urge to the poor Cana- 
dian, to convince him that he has no legal title, that his claim is defective in courts, will sustam no ejectment, is 
unsanctioned by the will of the nation, and involves a principle which, carried to extent, would dry the streams by 
which so much wealth is now pouring into the coffers of the United States. He has no knowledge of those legal 
formalities which you tell him constitute title; your action of ejectment is a mystery his understanding rejects an 
acquaintance, with; your interests and your policy are subjects he does not pretend to comprehend. This only he 
knows, that he comes to you as an humble cultivator of the earth, and not as an unprincipled speculator, to place a 
rapacious hand ona share of your treasures. ; 

e will not argue with you on your laws, or your forms, or your systems of policy and government. He looks 
only for that pittance of soil, on which, perhaps, he drew his breath, and which he has embellished and fertilized 
by a course of labors, which he knows to be honest, whatever irregularity you may be pleased to attach to it. He 
cannot be intimidated by a fear of-your rigor; he cannot be tempted, by the allurements of money, to part with the 
hopes of himself and his family. ‘Tell him that you are about to dispossess him! He folds his arms, and, with a 
pious resignation, commits the event to his God. Amidst the collisions of nations, the incessant din of arms, the 
mighty tide of revolutions, he has lost a country to love, and by which to be loved in returns and, cast among 
strangers to his language, his jurisprudence, and religion, he asks only a small and obscure spot upon the earth, on 
which to spend, in peace, the fleeting transit of his existence. Deprive him of this, he will raise no arm of resist- 
ance; he will utter no imprecation of disappointments he will withdraw himself, with an unchanged temper, from 
your laws and your dominions, and will seek again, under the banner of a monarchy, that mercy which has been 
denied him in the bosom of a republic. 

Adverting with a strict eye to precedent, and reposing on the principle that it is not the business of the repre- 
sentatives of the United States to give away the resources of their constituents in charities and donations, the com- 
mittee appear disposed to restrain, what would otherwise be their inclination, to very narrow limits. 

In a Government of which the principles and practice are, perhaps, without example, to tie itself to precedent, is 
to shut out the light of reason and experience. ‘There is no case in our history which is strictly a precedent of this. 
That which resembles it most, is presented in the arrangements made between the Government and individuals in 
that state of things which resulted from the treaty of San Lorenzo el Real. In two features, this case differs from 
the present. ‘The settlements made, though within foreign jurisdiction, were chiefly by American characters; and 
shortly after the Government obtained possession, it turned its attention to the subject, so that the evil of unau- 
thorized encroachments was not allowed to go on increasing for such a length of time. 

The policy of the Government, in this case, was to allow a pre-emptive right to six hundred and forty acres. 
Whether the result of this policy has been such as to recommend it, is questionable. 

The rule of our Government, in that system which regulates the disposition of their lands, is to make two dollars 
for an acre the minimum price, to require a small portion of the price immediately, another larger portion a short 
time after, and the remainder at the end of successive years; but, by a regulation which is perhaps stamped with an 
aspect of unjust cupidity, entirely at variance with those mild and equitable principles which generally characterize 
our laws, and which is, probably, practised by few civilized nations but our own, if the ulterior payments should 
fail to be made, the whole of the land is lost; and, if no bidder appears, al! the previous payments are forfeited to 
the Government; whereas, equity, the least moderate, would either allow the purchaser the proportion he had paid 
for, or return him his,money without interest. 

Where the privilege of pre-emption has been accorded, many have been unable to avail themselves of it. Many, 
having made payments, finding themselves unable to complete the purchase, have been obliged to abandon their 
improvements, with the moneys they had paid, and were thus plunged into greater distress by the very remedy in- 
tended to afford them relief. Pre-emptive rights have generally benefited the speculator more than the settler. 

If a similar privilege is adopted in this case, the poor Canadian, unable to command the sum of thirteen hundred 
dollars, will not make the attempt to avail himself of the benefit; and if many should even make the attempt, some, 
after making it, would fail to effect it, and the result, both as to them and as to the Government, would be far less 
favorable than the absolute donation of a smaller quantity, with no incumbrance. 

If the case referred to should be resorted to for a rule, not only ought the confirmation to come down to the first 
day of June, 1796, but the quantity to be six hundred and forty acres without price, and a pre-emptive right from 
that day to the present for the remainder—terms which are certainly more favorable to the Canadian than he has yet 
pretended to ask. 

The propriety of donations for those objects of policy which the nation may deem worthy its attention, is best 
gathered from its own sense of it, in the exercise of the power. I will enumerate the cases of this description, that 
they may undergo a comparison with the present case. 

1, A donation of four hundred acres to every head of a family at Vincennes. 

2. A donation of four hundred acres to every head of a family on the north part of the Mississippi. 

3. A donation of one hundred and fifty acres to the Piankeshaw Indians. 

4, The use of six thousand acres to different villages, as commons, which will probably fall to the towns in 


which they are situated. . . ee 
5, A donation of one hundred acres to every person coming into the territory, and entering into the militia, 


whether of the age of twenty-one years or not. ' ‘ eee 
6. A grant of four hundred acres to every person who had improved and cultivated in the vicinity of the north 
part of the Mississippi, under supposed grants of commandants, claiming authority to make such grants. 
7. A donation to the Kaskaskia Indians. ; 
8. A donation of land which had been occupied by priests at Kahokia. 
9. A similar grant of lands occupied by the Jesuits at Kaskaskia. ea 
10. One hundred thousand acres as a bounty to settlers within the State of Ohio, of the age of eighteen years 


and upwards, by the act of April 21, 1792. a ae ; : 
11. A donation of twenty-four thousand acres to a modern French emigration, whose first place of settlement 


was termed Galliopolis. . Lite 
12, A donation of twenty-three thousand and forty acres for a seminary of learning in the State of Ohio, by the 


act of May 5, 1792. , 
_ 13. A location of one thousand nine hundred and forty acres on the Muskingum, Hockhocking, and Scioto 
rivers, on returning warrants of military bounties of that number of acres, for opening a road in the State of Ohio. 

14, A donation of twelve thousand acres to the Moravian missionaries, for the propagation of the Gospel among 


the Indians. 











984 PUBLIC LANDS. [1806. 





15. A donation of one thirty-sixth part of all the United States’ lands in its limits to the State of Ohio, for lite. 
rary purposes. 

16. ii srant of twenty-four thousand three hundred and twenty acres, including three distinct salt works, to the 
State of Ohio, to the use of its Government, on condition of lands sold by the United States after the 30th of June, 
1802, being exempt from taxes for five years from the sale. 

17. An application of one-twentieth part of all the future proceeds of lands sold by the United States within the 
State of Ohio, to the purpose of making roads into the said State to communicate with the Atlantic. 

18. Pre-emptive rights to owners of mills. 

_ 19. A privilege equivalent to pre-emption, and a credit of twelve years, with no interest, to cultivators of the 
vine. 

20. Six thousand dollars for roads, by the act of May 1, 1802. 

21. An equivalent to one thirty-sixth part of all the land disposed of by the United States in the State of Ohio, 
anterior to the erection of the State, including even the lands which had been given as bounties. 

22. A donation of one thirty-third part of all the proceeds of lands sold by the United States within the State 
of Ohio, to the disposal of the Government of the State of Ohio, for roads within the same, in addition to the 
former twentieth, for roads into the said State to communicate with the Atlantic. 

23. A donation-of two town lots, one out-lot of thirty acres, and a tract of twenty-three thousand and forty acres 
to Jefferson college. 

Thus the committee will perceive that but a small proportion of the liberality shown to others can ever be ex- 
pected by this territory. What has been hitherto asked is only that which the people of the country had acquired, 
In a political capacity, before the United States had obtained any rights, and which, therefore, fell into the hands of 
this Government without cost. It was acquired by the people of the country, not by their Government. Their 
blood was expended in fighting for it; and ¢heir resources in buying that savage good will which could alone pre- 
serve it. ‘The American treaty of fort M’Intosh only identified that which was before indefinite, and which was 
certainly defined much less to the advantage of the people of this country, than if they had themselves negotiated 
it under their,then Government: for, at the very period of the treaty, the Canadian settlements had extended much 
beyond the boundaries expressed, and the natives had retired toa great distance from them, with only one small 
exception. In the system which would generally be pursued, some donations would be made; and on an occasion 
of calamity and distress, to advance and concentrate some of them, would be desirable. ‘the principle of a thirty- 
sixth part, which has become general, and will, of course, apply to the territory hereafter, with a particular tract of 
six miles, has been made to have, as has been seen, a retroactive operation in former instances, independent of the 
immense aids otherwise bestowed. 

From the complexion of some former statutes for the investigation of the titles, it would appear to be intended 
that Congress should take up and consider each individual case on the facts of it as reported; and, where they may 
decide in its favor, to include it in a general act, naming the persons and the quantities, and the surveys to be after- 
wards made. Insuperable obstacles would oppose the prosecution of that idea. With respect to eight claims, the 
committee will perceive that it might not have been impossible. Perhaps, by further labor, fifteen more might have 
been settled; but, for the National Legislature, aided by the most exact aus, to have settled the whole, and té have 
done it so as at once to give satisfaction to the country, and render justice to the Government, would have been im- 
possible. Great are always the difficulties of exercising the judgment on matters at a distance, with which the mind 
is not familiar; greater are those difficulties, where foreign manners, language, and customs give a tinge to every 
transaction, which the powers of translation prove sometimes inadequate to describe. Where one body of men is 
to investigate, and another to decide, the former, ignorant of the principles which will govern the latter, may supply 
a multitude of unimportant facts, and pretermit some fact, which, if the principles of decision had been known, 
would have proved highly important. Where equitable considerations attach themselves to the investigation of a 
claim, evanescent circumstances, insusceptible of being communicated or apprehended at a distance, often enter into 
the elements of a correct decision. Nothing is more capable than a subject of this kind of being made to appear 
very straight and clear upon paper, and to produce inextricable confusion when applied to the ground. ‘The same 
surveyor, with the same instruments, cannot measure a tract of land so as to be upon the ground what it appears 
by paper, at every repetition; much less could he measure a compact body of settlements, of thirty or forty miles, 
aaa inhabited and under-cultivation, preserving them contiguous, and so as to give to every claimant a quantity 
expressed in a statute, without throwing their lines, as existing on the ground, into the utmost confusion. In an 
unsettled waste, the case would be different; but, even then, when the settlements become contiguous, few Govern-- 
ments have been capable of acting with that penetration which subjects not the people to long and ruinous contro- 
versies. In cases like the present, experience has taught, and reason confirms her precept, that the powers to 
investigate and to decide, to be correct, must be cotemporaneous: and that the titles of land, to be exempt from 
dubiety and litigation, must be founded on surveys, in which the ground is not too strictly regulated by anticipated 
provisions, and in decisions rendered on a view of the whole subject, where every circumstance is admitted to a clear 
and forcible operation. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with the greatest respect, your obedient servant, 


A. B. WOODWARD. 


The Honorable Joun G. Jackson, ont 
Chairman of the Committee of the House of Representatives on the territory of Michigan. 
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APPLICATION OF PURCHASERS OF PUBLIC LANDS FOR AN EXTENSION OF CREDIT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 22, 1806. 


Mr. Joun Ranvotrn, from the Committee of Ways and Means, to whom were referred sundry petitions of pur- 
chasers of public lands within the State of Ohio and Indiana territory, made the following report: 


That the public lands form a great and increasing source of revenue, although the moneys o—. from their 
sale cannot be considered in the nature of a tax. ‘Your committee can discover no principle that will justify the 
extension of a further credit to purchasers who have received a fair equivalent (rapidly increasing in value) for the 
sums which they have stipulated to pay, that would not more forcibly warrant a similar extension of credit on cus- 
tom-house bonds, and other debts due to the public; and they dread (if the present wise and salutary provisions 
relating to the sale of public lands be once relaxed) lest that important branch of our public resources should be 
altogether dried up and lost. They, therefore, respectfully recommend the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the petitions of ‘* certain actual settlers on lands sold by Congress as pre-emption lands, lyin 
between the Miamies, in the State of Ohio,” and of sundry other purchasers of public lands in the State of Ohio an 
territory of Indiana, is unreasonable, and ought not to be granted. 
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MILITARY LAND WARRANTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, THE 28th oF MARCH, 1806. 


War Deparrment, March 29, 1806. 


Sir: 
I have now the honor to reply to your letter of the 26th instant, written by direction of the committee of the 
Senate, to whom was referred a bill from the House of Representatives in relation to the issuing of land warrants. 

From the numerous — which have been made for land warrants since the destruction of the War Office 
in the year 1800, three hundred and forty have been satisfactorily substantiated; of this number, one hundred and 
twenty-seven remain to be issued. 

Since the first of April last, ninety applications have been made for warrants; of which number, prebably about 
sixty will appear to be well founded, and will form the subject of a report to Congress during its present session, 
should not the law now in contemplation supersede the necessity. 

I cannot for a moment hesitate in giving my opinion, that the principles of justice and_good faith entitle those 
applicants who have exhibited well supported claims, though not formally decided on, toa fulfilment of the contract 
on the part of the United States. 


I am, sir, with respectful consideration, your obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 


The Hon. Toomas WorruinctTon, Chairman. 
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CLAIMS IN THE DISTRICTS OF VINCENNES AND KASKASKIA, AND THE 
LOCATION OF CERTAIN GRANTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 5, 1806. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, pril 3, 1806. : 


Sir: 
I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter received from the land commissioners for the district of Kas- 
kaskia. The claims laid before the commissioners of Vincennes are also very numerous, and some of them of 
reat magnitude. It is, therefore, believed that, as they will be employed at both places much longer than had 
een expected, some additional compensation may be necessary. I have, at the same time, every reason to believe 
that the business will be completed before next winter, and that the lands found vacant may be offered for sale in 
October or November next. 

A difficulty, however, occurs, which may impede the sales. Several grants had been made by former resolutions 
and acts of Congress for settlement or head rights, and also to persons called on militia service. A number had 
been ascertained and located, and patents issued by the former territorial Governors, but many remain yet to be 
located. Although it had been clearly provided that those grants should be laid out in certain tracts of country, to 
be laid out by the Governors, the holders of those which remain unlocated seem to think that, in cases where those 
tracts of country have not been thus laid out, or are not sufficiently large to satisfy all the claims, they have a right 
to locate any where, even on portions of country to which the Indian title was not extinguished till very lately. 
As that pretension does not appear just, and would be injurious to the public, unless early discountenanced, and as a 

rovision seems at all events necessary, permit me to suggest the propriety of authorizing the commissioners to 
le out proper tracts of country for that purpose, where it may be necessary, so that the remaining lands may be 
cleared from all claims, and offered for sale next autumn. < 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


Honorable Anprew Greao, Chairman, &c. in Congress. 


Kaskaskia, February 24, 1806. 


We feel it to be a duty, both to the Government and ourselves, to inform you that it is impossible for this 
Board to make its return during this session of Congress. , 

We are now confident it will be as much as we can do to complete our business by the close of next summer. 

It would be trifiing, sir, to observe that we have more business to do than either of the other two Boards esta- 
blished on the northwest of the Ohio, since we have much more than both. The number of claims thrown in upon 
us, in consequence of the extension of the time of entering with the Register, by the law of last session, is enormous. 
From the character of the witnesses, and the complexion of the evidence adduced in support of a very great number 
of these claims, we are obliged to proceed in our examination of them with much slowness and cautien; the public 
interest imperiously requires that we should do sos and we flatter ourselves, sir, that, in the result, you will discover 
that no inconsiderable quantity of land has been saved to the United States, by a careful and anxious scrutiny into 
those claims which, on a first examination, appeared to have been well supported. ‘ 

Under these circumstances, sir, and knowing, as the Government must, from the representations of others, that 
the expenses of living are not trifling in this country, we persuade ourselves that Congress will make to this Board 
afurther allowance for our support during the time in which we must a be a 2 in this very laborious 
business. As no person has yét arrived authorized to survey the lands claimed by individuals, and as no surveys 
which can at all be depended on have been made, except the inconsiderable quantity of land confirmed by the 
Governor, it will necessarily happen that many of the claims affirmed by us will be found to clash with respect to 
their boundaries as returned to this Board, in plats of private survey. Could not the surveyor be empowered to settle 
these disputes on the spot at his discretion, or under the direction of this Board? _ ; 

There is a class of claims which have been presented to this Board by the inhabitants of Pioria, (a village on the 
northern side of the Illinois river.) The Governors, we perceive, have acted on some of them; but have we this 
authority? We have thought not; that country being without the limits fixed by the treaty with the Kaskaskia 
tribe of Tushians. : ; ; 

In passing over those claims which have been confirmed by the Governors, as we have traced_up the claimants’ 
right no further than the confirmation, so we have not traced down the line of assignments, and subsequent con- 
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veyances, and affirmed to the present claimant, being the assignee of the person to whom the confirmation was made 
by the Governor; thinking that this confirmation was always followed by the issuing a patent to the Governors 
confirmed, and that this patent being recorded as a starting point of title, the territorial laws might provide rules to 
regulate subsequent conveyances; but, froma perusal of a copy of the Governor’s records, sent us in N ovember last, 
we find many Instances where confirmation has taken place, and no patent (if we can believe claimants) has issued. 
What is to be done in such a case? For us to trace a claim thus confirmed, down through its various subdivisions, 
(as it often happens that there are such) and confirm its several parts to the several assignees who apply to us, 
would seem to be endless. And, if we do not do so, how is the holder of such right to be supplied with evidence of 
title, public, legal, and capable of being recorded in the country where the land lies? Will the United States issue 
patents where the Governors have not? But it is impossible fur us to discover where patents have or have not 
issued; the records sent us are silent; and a claimant before us may choose, in certain cases, to rest his claim on 
the record of a vague confirmation, and withhold his patent, which may be more definite. The issuing of patents 
by the United States, in all cases, would seem to be recommended by the following facts: 1st, That many of these 
patented grants (it is believed) will be found to clash. 2d. That one-half of the patents we have seen are so vague 
in their descriptions, that they may as well be taken to cover one tract of land as another. 

In your late communications you seem to have supposed that all confirmed militia rights were located within a 
certain tract set apart for that purpose. It is not so in this district. The Governor has permitted single rights of 
this description to be located adjoining other confirmed lands, or on lands where there was a mill-seat, or any 
where, provided the holder or holders would lay five of them together. cs, 

Donation rights (to heads of families) are by the law of 20th June, 1788, directed to be located within certain 
parallelograms by that law described. It is now pretty clear that this mode of location is impracticable, most of 
the Mississippi bottom being covered by ancient grants, and some of those rights being already located by the 
Governor’s permission on alone, &e. : 

As these rights were to have been located on the prime lands in the country, viz. the river bottom, the holders 
will not think it justice, after waiting twenty years, to be pushed back, and obliged to take their several portions of 
land under former regulations; nor, perhaps, will the United States be willing, without some compensation, to suffer 
them to take their choice in single tracts of the whole country. 

May we suggest that, if a law were to be passed valuing these militia and donation claims, (say at two dollars for 
each acre they call for) directing this Board to issue certificates on their ultimate confirmation, and permitting the 
holders of these certificates to purchase public lands with them at this rate, at the auction which is directed to be 
holden when the lands shall have been surveyed, these claimants would be satisfied, and the public interest would 
not be likely to suffer; since a competition among so great a number of certificate holders would certainly raise the 
lands bidden for far above their minimum price. 

We are ready to confess, sir, that, on this point, we feel an interest; since by law we are entitled to a commis- 
sion on thesales. But when it is considered that it would be unreasonable to give to these claimants poor lands for 
the best, (which they can now claim as a right;) that the effect of the measure proposed would be to take some of 
the best of the public lands out of the cash markets and, of consequence, that we should be injured if we were not 
allowed our commissions on the sale of them; that the whole advantage arising from their rise at auction above their 
cash price, owing to the admission of this species of payment, would accrue to the United States. ‘That this mea- 
sure would, in some degree, be only anticipating the revenues of officers, whose regular salaries (considering the 
distance they have come from their homes, and their property, and their necessary expenses of living) are very 
trivial. And, lastly, that the effect of this measure would be an acceleration of the population of so important a 
point of the Union; and that, in consequence, the residuary lands would soon sell. We persuade ourselves that 
this circumstance will not be thought an objection to the measure, and that the measure will not be thought an 
unreasonable one. 

We have the honor to be, sir, with sentiments of respect, your most ebedient servants, 
E. BACCHUS, 
MICH. JONES. 

P. S. We hope, sir, you will excuse the incorrectness of this communication. It has been written in much 

haste, and we have not a moment’s time to copy it. 
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CREDIT ON PUBLIC LANDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 5, 1806. 


Mr. Grec«, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a resolution, on the 26th day of March, 
directing them to inquire into the expediency of repealing all such parts of the several acts providing for the 
sales of the lands of the United States, as authorize a credit on any part of the purchase money of said lands, 
made the following report: 


The public iands are now sold in sections, half sections, and quarter sections, that is, in lots of six hundred 
and forty, three hundred and twenty, and one hundred and sixty acres, at not less than two dollars per acre, the 
purchaser paying one-fourth of the purchase money before he can procure a certificate descriptive of the tract pur- 
chased, or be considered as a purchaser; another fourth part in two years, another fourth part in three years, and 
the remaining fourth part in four years trom the time of making the purchase. No interest is charged if the instal- 
ments are punctually paid as they become due; but, in case of failure in punctuality of payment, interest is calcu- 
lated from the time of sale. If full and complete payment is not made for any tract within one year after the last 
instalment has become due, such tract is to be all by the Register of the Land Office, at public vendue, for a price 
not less than the whole arrears due thereon, with the expense of sale, provided it will sell tor so muchs but if it will 
not, then the land is to revert to the United States, and the purchaser forfeits all he may have paid. 

By a reference to the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, made on the 10th of December last, it appears that 
the balance due from purchasers of public lands in the State of Ohio, amounted, exclusively of interest, 


On the Ist of October, 1803, to 1,092,390 dollars. 
Do. do. 1804, to 1,434,212 do. 
Do. do. 1805, to 2,094,305 do. 


From this statement, it appears that the debt, in the course of the two last years, has nearly doubled, and it must 
continue to increase, not only in proportion to the increase of sales, but from an accumulation of arrears, arising from 
failure in punctuality of payment. 

By a letter and statement received from the Secretary of the Treasury, and which are hereunto annexed, and to 
be considered as part of this report, it appears that there was due on the ist day of January last, on account of pur- 
chases made prior to the 1st day of January, 1801, upwards of two hundred and twenty-nine thousand dollars, which, 
according to law, must be paid in the course of the present year, or the lands be exposed to sale. ‘This sum, as ap- 
pears by the Secretary’s letter, is due from three hundred and nine persons. Although no sales have yet taken place, 
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there is no doubt but some must be made, or the lands revert to the United States, if the law is rigidly executed. A 
very large proportion of the debtors, whose lands are thus to be sold, or to revert, in the course of the present year, are 
no doubt inhabitants of the State of Ohio. [t appears doubtful whether, under these circumstances, an attempt to 
sell would be attended with success. Judging from what has happened in similar cases in other States, a strong pre- 
sumption arises that a sale of the lands cannot be effected so as to raise the money. Few men are willing to incur 
the resentment of their neighbors, by bidding for their property at public vendue, even when other neighbors are 
the creditors; and, when the public is concerned, scarcely a man will be found hardy enough to do it. The lands 
will, therefore, in many instances, revert to the Government, encumbered by the occupancy of a tenant, who ought 
to be evicted before another sale should be made. It might be added, that few strangers would run the tisk of bid - 
ding for property at a vendue, when the united interest of the whole neighborhood was opposed to the sale. 

Should this, on experience, prove to be the case, and the increase of the number of debtors bear any proportion 
to the increase of debt, as, under the temptation held out by the present system of credit, it no doubt wilh there is 
reason to apprehend that, in a few years more, there will be serious cause of alarm, not only on account of the debt 
due, but even for the lands which may remain unsold in that section of the Union. Strongly impressed as the com- 
mittee are with this opinion, and believing, as they do, for the reasons assigned by the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
his letter herewith submitted, that, in abolishing the credit given by the present system, and hereafter selling the 
public lands for ready money only, the actual receipts into the Treasury, from this source, would be very little, if 
at all, reduced, and the revenue. of course, but little effected, they feel themselves constrained to adopt the opinion 
that it would be expedient to abolish the present system. 

In expressing this opinion, the committee feel some diffidence. The present system was adopted on mature de- 
liberation, and so far has succeeded very well in its operation: but, by the accumulation of debts, the evils which 
were dreaded now begin to unfold themselves, and certainly wear an unpleasant aspect. 

It is not believed that the proposed change of system will operate any serious inconvenience to persons whose 
circumstances furnish them any prospect of becoming purchasers. ‘The small tracts in which the lands are now 
offered for sale, place them in the reach of every person who emigrates to that country with a view of purchasing; 
and, unless the price should be greatly reduced, moneyed capitalists will not be induced to engage in that extensive 
speculation in land which some years since prevailed so generally in every part of the country, and from which so 
many mischiefs have resulted. 

The committee, on a full consideration of the subject, are induced respectfully to submit the following resolution: 


Resolved, That it is expedient to repeal all such parts of the laws respecting the sale of the public lands as au- 
thorize a credit on any part of the purchase money. 


Sir: Treasury Department, March 28, 1806. 


I had the honor to receive your letter of yesterday, requesting such information as may be connected with the 
— to repeal so much of the existing laws as authorizes a credit on any part of the purchase money of the 
public lands. ; 

It will be seen, by recurrence to the report made by this Department on the 10th December, 1805, (statements G 
and C) that the balatice due by purchasers of public lands in the State of Ohio, amounted, exclusively of interest, 


on the Ist of October, 1803, to - : - - - - $1,092,390 
Ist of October, 1804, to - : . , “ - - 1,434,212 
Ist of October, 1805, to - ‘ - “ - x - 2,094,305 


The debt has, therefore, been increased one million of dollars, or nearly doubled in two years, and it will every 
year be augmented, not only in proportion to the increase of sales, but also on account of the accumulation of arrears 
which may not be punctually paid. 

It also appears, by the enclosed statement, that the sum due on the Ist of January last for purchases made prior 
to the year 1802, and which ought to have been completely discharged before the end of the year 1805, is, exclusively 
of interest, two hundred and seven thousand four hundred and nine dollars and eighty two cents. The interest due 
on that sum is estimated at about twenty-two thousand dollars; the number of persons by whom it is due is three 
hundred and nine; and it is estimated that this sum, including interest which is due by persons who have paid only 


the first instalment, is | - a . - - - ~ $166,000 
By persons who have paid the two first instalments, —- - - ; - 28,000 
By persons who have paid the three first instalments, —- . - - 35,000 

Making, for principal and interest, as above, - - $229,000 


In every case where those arrears will not be paid at the end of five years from the date of the purchase, (which 
for the above sum, will be at various dates, but all in the course of this year.) the Jand will, according to law, be sold, 
or revert to the United States; but there is little danger of that contingency taking place in cases where the two or 
three first instalments have already been paid. 

I feel no hesitation in repeating the opinion, which was expressed two years ago to a committee of the House, that 
sales for cash only would, in every respect, be preferable to the present mode. ia 

Although no symptoms of that kind have yet appeared, the accumulation of a debt of two millions of dollars, due 
by more than two thousand heads of families, and which is every day increasing in amount, and extending to a 

reater number of persons, may ultimately create, in that section of the Union, a powerful interest, hostile to the 
Federal Government, and which would endanger both the outstanding debt and the lands unsold. 

The revenue will not be affected by the change, for, although a less quantity of lands will be sold, the actual re- 
ceipts will continue to be in proportion to the existing means of payment: for such is the demand for the public 
lands, that the sales are limited only by the resources of the inhabitants and emigrants. 

Nor is it believed that the measure will ultimately be injurious to the persons who intend to become purchasers. 
Although some may thereby be prevented from purchasing, the number of actual delinquents shows that the credit al- 
lowed often induces individuals to make purchases beyond their means, and is not less prejudicial to themselves than 
to the public. It must also be observed that, though the nominal price on which lands are sold on credit be two dol- 
lars per acre, the cash price, supposing the whole payment to be made at the time of the purchase, is only (on account 
of the discount of eight per cent. a year on the three last instalments, which is allowed for prompt payment) one dol- 
lar and sixty-four cents per acre. A quarter section, containing one hundred and sixty acres, will, therefore, cost 
only two hundred and sixty-two dollars and forty cents. Prior to the act which authorized the sales of lands in 
quarter sections, no man could become a purchaser, unless he paid, within three months thereafter, three hundred 
and twenty dollars, if he had purchased an entire section, and one hundred and sixty dollars, if his purchase was 
for a half section. ‘This shows that, under the proposed alteration, it will require only one hundred dollars more in 
hand to become a purchaser, than was necessary under the former system. Should, however, that be considered as 
a formidable objection, I would think a moderate reduction in the price of lands less injurious than a continuation of 
the present mode. F ; : ; ; 

I will only add that, if credits shall not be allowed hereafter, some indulgence, in point of time, may be given 
to those former purchasers, whose lands will otherwise be sold during the course of this year, on account of their 
not having completed the payments within five years from the time of purchase. Should the present system be con- 
tinued, a more rigid sea of — will “ —. satis , 

ve the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
— page nee ey ALBERT GALLATIN. 


Hon. Anprew Greece, Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands. 
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288 
Amount of instalments becoming due for lands purchased of the United States in the year 1801. 
No interest is included in the instalments. 
Orrices. Chillicothe. Cincinnati. Steubenville. ae Zanes- 
Number of Purchasers. grin aga Seventy-four. aad — and Three. 
Amount of 2d instalments, - $25,157 14 $14,305 65 $9,447 83 $638 65 
es 3d — ditto, . 26,607 97 19,105 43 15,943 27 638 65 
“ 4th ditto, . 39,399 75 25,739 73 20,467 10 958 65 
Total, - $91,164 86 $59,150 81 $54,858 20 $2,235 95 
Chillicothe, . - = - $91,164 86 
Cincinnati, - - - ~ 59,150 81 
Steubenville, - - - - 54,858 20 
Marietta, &c. - - . - 2,235 95 


$207,409 82 


March 10, 1806. 





[2d Session. 


9th ConcrEss. ] No. 131. 





APPLICATION FOR LAND ON TERMS DIFFERENT FROM THOSE ESTABLISHED BY LAW. 
COMMUNICATE? TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 8, 1806. 


Mr. Boyxx, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of sundry inhabitants of 
Ovid, in the State of New York, made the following report: 


The petitioners request that a Jaw may be passed by Congress, granting to them the 
whole township of land on the White river, or Wabash, in the Indiana territory; that, by t 
thereon, they may be the better enabled to aid each other in the support of schools and religion. 
have not expressly stated their desire to have the privilege of purchasing on more favorable terms than those pro - 
vided by the existing law for the sale of the public lands; but, as by a compliance with the terms of sale, they may, 
under the existing laws, purchase an entire township, with the exception of the reserved sections, and it is presum- 
able they are not ignorant of this circumstance, it is to be inferred that their request can be satisfied only by grant- 
ing to them the land upon other and more favorable terms, than those upon which the public lands are offered for sale. 

This is so obviously unreasonable, that the application could only have proceeded from a want of reflection upon 
the sound principles of policy which have governed the United States in the disposition of their lands. ‘lo grant lands 
upon every application of this kind is utterly incompatible with the general system adopted by Congress, and would 
tend directly to its total subversion. General uniform terms, of which all may equally avail themselves, is a mode 
of sale both more equitable as it regards individuals, and less convenient and expensive to the Government, than 
any other mode that could be devised. And, since we have adopted this system, it ought to be inflexibly pursued, 
and a departure from it never indulged, only for the purpose of attaining some great object of national utility. 

The committee have, therefore, no hesitation in submitting the following resolution: 


Resoived, That the prayer of the petitioners ought not to be granted. 


eee of purchasing a 
heir compact settlement 
rhe petitioners 
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LAND CLAIMS IN THE DISTRICT OF VINCENNES. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, DECEMBER 23, 1806. 
Treasury Deparrment, December 20, 1806. 


Sir: 
I have the honor, in conformity with the several acts making provision for the disposal of the public lands in 
the Indiana territory, to enclose the report and transcript of decisions made by the commissioners appointed to 


examine the claims to /and in the district of Vincennes. 


Those claims may be arranged under three general heads, viz: 
1. Claims allowed by Governors, by virtue of former acts of Congress, and which, except in one instance, where 


the grant appeared to have been surreptitiously obtained, have been considered by the commissioners as already 
fully confirmed. A list of those claims, arranged according to their nature, will be found in the statements A, B, 
and C, accompanying the commissioners’ report. 

On that class of claims two questions may arise: First, whether the rejected claim shall be admitted. Secondly, 
whether it will be necessary for those who had obtained patents from the territorial Governors to receive patents 
confirming the same from the President of the United States; for this is believed to be the only instance where final 
grants of public lands have been issued from any other officer than the President. 

2. Claims allowed by the commissioners. ‘These are contained in the transcript of decisions, marked D, re- 
quired by the act. ‘They are sixty-five in numbers none for a quantity of land exceeding four hundred acres, and 
amount altogether to thirteen thousand nine hundred and fifty acres. It remains for Congress to determine whether 
the decisions thus made by the commissioners in favor of the claimants shall be confirmed. 

3. Claims rejected by the commissioners, which consist of three classes: First, claims filed with the Register, 
but unsupported by any kind of evidence, a list of which, marked F, is annexed to the report. Secondly, claims 
filed with the Register, and which, if properly supported, would have been embraced by the acts of Congress; rejected, 
either because the evidence was insufficient, or because they had been already decided wpon by the territorial 
Governors; or because the improveinent was not deemed sufficient, or had been interrupted by the Indians. The 
substance of the evidence given in support of each claim, and of the cause of rejection, will be found in the state- 
ment E. Whether any of these ought, notwithstanding the rejection by the commissioners, to be confirmed, remains 


to be decided by Congress. 
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Thirdly, claims not embraced by any act of Congress. These, as will be seen by statement G, consist of cer - 
tain large grants made by the county court to members of that court, and of the Indian purchases claimed by the 
companies known under the names of Wabash and Illinois. As these had often applied to Congress, and the nature 
of their claim was understood, a copy of the proclamation of 1763, which appears conclusive against the claim, was 


transmitted by this Department to the commissioners. a ; 
Four special cases have been reported upon by the commissioners, in the statement H, and the copy of a letter 


from Judge Vanderburgh, in relation to two of those, is also transmitted. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


The Hon. the Presipent of the Senate. 
Notre.—For statements A, C, and D, referred to in this report, see No. 136. 





Commissioners’ Orricr, VINCENNES, March 25, 1896. 

Sir: 

The commissioners for examining claims to land in the district of Vincennes, in pursuance of the act of Congress 
of 26th March, 1804, entitled ** An act making provision for the disposal of the public land in the Indiana terri- 
tory, and for other purposes,” beg leave to report: 

That they have arranged the said claims under the three following heads, viz: 

ist. Those which have been decided on and confirmed by the Governors. 

2d. ‘Those which have not been decided on by the Governors. 

3d. ‘Those which are not embraced by any act of Congress. 

The first class is again subdivided into, Ist, Claims founded under ancient grants, or possessions under the 
French or British Governments; 2d, Claims founded on supposed grants from the courts; 3d, Claims to the dona- 
tions of four hundred acres, as heads of families, on or before the year 1783; and, 4th, Claims to the donations of 
one hundred acres, as militia men, enrolled in the militia on the ist day of August, 1790, and had done militia duty. 

The powers of the Governors to confirin or grant lands being vested in them by law, the commissioners have 
accordingly considered their grants or confirmations (except in one solitary instance, explained in document H, . 
No. 1, where the grant appears to have been surreptitiously obtained) as sufficient evidence of title. 

In the confirmations made by the Governors, it has not always been practicable to distinguish those founded upon 
French or British grants and possessions from those made in virtue of court deeds and improvement. The com- 
missioners, therefore, have been obliged to consolidate the claims of the first and second class under one head, in 
document marked A, which contains the names of the original claimants, the quantity confirmed to each, and the 
names of those who have entered their claims thereto with the Register, as assignees or otherwise. 

The document marked B contains, Ist, the names of those heads of families who were entitled to the donation 
of four hundred acres, to whom, or to whose assignees, the same were respectfully granted by the Governors; 2d, 
the number of the tract allotted to each; and, 3d, the names of the present claimants. 

The first column of document marked C contains the names of the militia men originally entitled to the dona- 
tion of one hundred acres; the figures in the second column denote the number of the tract allotted to each in the 
general militia donation, on the south side of White river; and, where there are no such figures, the different do- 
nees have, by permission of the Governors, had their respective tracts surveyed or located on their improve- 
ments: and the third column contains the names of the present claimants. 

The second class adinits of a similar subdivision. 

Document D contains a list of the confirmations made by the commissioners, exhibiting under the different co- 
lumns the names of the persons originally entitled, the quantity claimed, the present claimants, the quantity con- 
firmed, and the names of those to whom confirmed. 

Document E contains the rejected claims, the substance of the evidence adduced in their support, together with 


the commissioners’ remarks thereon. . ; - 
Document F is a list of claims, in support of which no evidence having been exhibited, they have consequently 


been rejected. 

To the third class belong claims founded upon Indian purchases, and unusual grants made by the court. 

Document G contains those species of claims, observations thereon, and rejections of the same. 

Document H coiitains special cases. 

Document I is a plat as well of the tracts confirmed by the Governors in the upper prairie, with the continuation 
thereof, claimed under purchases from Indians, as of the one hundred and fifty acres granted by the act of 3d of 
March, 1791, to the several persons then in possession thereof, 

The commissioners beg leave to observe that, from about the end of the year 1785 until about two years after the 
treaty of Greenville, the country about Vincennes, completely surrounded by hostile Indian tribes, and cut off from 
every means of relief, was placed in a situation highly dangerous. That the attempts to form settlements and make 
improvements were faint, hazardous, and most generally frustrated. They are, therefore, sensible that, bound as 
they were by the act of 1791 to confirm no claim of that description, except such as had been actually improved and 
cultivated, their decisions, made conformable to that principle, must be severe, and bear hard upon numbers of 
individuals, who have remained ever since in the country, and have yielded only to the imperious necessity either 
: ie themselves to savage barbarity, or of abandoning their lands, which they could neither cultivate nor 

efend. 

‘l’o these observations it may be added that, even when cultivation has been proved, it was not, in most of the 
cases that have come before them, of such a nature as to bring them strictly within the full meaning of acteal im- 
provement and cultivation, by which Congress seems to have meant the necessary work to support a family. This, 
under the circumstances above related, but very few were able to do. Consequently, the line of distinction between 
improvements atiended with or without cultivation is too minute to distinguish them from each other, in as satisfac- 
tory a manner as could be wished. ; : 

The improvements and cultivation made on those few spots where forts or stations had been erected, and where 
the harassed inhabitants were obliged to take shelter, are almost the only ones that can come within the full mean- 
ing of the act. ‘Ihus, besides the advantages the owners of those places obtained in point of security, they derived 
from the labors of their less fortunate neighbors a better claim to their respective lands. 

in one instance, alone, have they departed from the general principle which has governed them in their decisions, 
namely, that of William Shannon, assignee of John Howell, wherein the land claimed has been confirmed (for 
want of a regular chain of transfers being exhibited) to the heirs er assigns of John Howell, the original claimant, 
on proof being made of the building of a house, (actual residence,) and the establishment of a tan-yard. They con- 
sidered the importince of those improvements, though not attended with cultivation, as bringing the case within the 
equitable powers vested in them by law. ; 

Some few notices were filed with the Register by the representatives of deceased persons, who claimed militia 
donations under the act of 1791. On examining the evidence, it appeared that the persons under whose rights the 
claims were made were dead before the Ist of August, 1790, although they were of full age at the time of their 
death, and duly enroiled in the militia. Even some instances may be cited of persons having been killed by In- 
dians in defence of the country, and have never received any donation of Jands from the United States. The com- 
missioners, had it been in their power, would have confirmed one hundred acres to each of those claimants; but, as 
the law is positive that they must have been enrolled on the Ist day of August, 1790, they were obliged to reject 


their claims. ; ; : 
All which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servants, 


JOHN BADOLLET, 
NATHANIEL EWING, 


The Hon. Atserr Gatiatin, Secretary of the Treasury. Commissioners, 
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B. 


9 list of the donations of four hundred acres of land given to the heads of families in Vincennes, in the year 1783; 
with the names of the present claimants, and the number of the lot drawn by each, as laid off by order of the 
(fovernors. 


[The first column of the following table contains the names of the several persons to whom donations of four hundred acres 
each, of land, were given by the resolve and act of Congress of 29th August, 1788, and 3d March, 1791, as heads of families 
in Vincennes, on or before the year 1783; and which, conformably to the directions of the said resolve, have, by the different 
Governors, been allotted and laid out to each of them. The second column contains the number of the tract so allotted to 
each; and the third column contains the names of the several persons who have entered the same in the Register’s office, as 


present claimants. ] 














Original Donees. No. Present Claimants. 
André, Joseph - - 28 | Noah Purcell. 
Adair, Louis - - - 37 | Patrick Simpson. 
Astrus, called Guignolet, Alexis - 118 | Zachariah Mills. 
Bordeleau, Michel - - 20 | George McClure. 
Barrois, Francois, Jun. - - 7 —. a ) 
Hee ‘ 225 Jacob, Joseph and Dorothy Pancake. 
Boneau, Jean Baptiste - - 169 175 Simon ti y 
Barrois, Jean Baptiste - é 166 peony ig heirs. 
. . 300 Patrick Simpson. 
Brouillet, Louis . - 1 100 John Small. 
Bolon, Amable - - 116 | Patrick Simpson. 
Brouillet, Michel, Sen.- - 14 | Louis Nicholas Fortin. 
- 1333 Louis Nicholas Fortin. 
Bequet, Pierre . “ 194 3128 Henry Vanderburgh. 
133; Not entered with Register. 
Binet, Jean Baptiste - - 5 | James Johnson, Esq. 
Briquet, dit St. Dizier, André - 216 | ‘Touissant Dubois. 
Bequet, Jacques’s heirs - 245 | George Wallace, Jr. 
Bolon, Gabriel - ‘ 227 | William Clarke’s heirs. 
Barry, Francois - . 171 | Thomas Coulter. 
Buteau, widow - > 209 | William McIntosh. 
Bolon, Louis - - . 184 | Henry Vanderburgh. 
Boneau, Pierre - - 182 | Henry Vanderburgh. 
Boneau, Charles . . 89 | Richard Poliard. 
Bergeron, Louis - - 34 | Jonathan Purcell. 
Bosseron, Jean Baptiste’s heirs - 215 | Heirs of Jean Baptiste Bosseron. 
Bolon, Gabriel, Sen. - ° 214 | Robert Buntin. 
Bergand, Dominique - - 174 | William Wells. 
Barrois, Francois, Sen. - . 29 | Nathaniel Ewing. 
Bazadon, Laurent : - 213 | Nathaniel Ewing. 
Bazinette, Francois’s widow —- 146 | Francois Vigo. 
Boucher, Vital - . 132 | Francois Vigo. 
Bergand, Charles - - 152 | Francois Vigo. 
Boyer, Louis’s widow - - 108 | Francois Vigo. 
Bordeleau, Antoine - - 102 | Francois Vigo. 
Boyer, Louis, Jun. - - 73 | Francois Vigo. 
Baillarjon, Nicholas = - . 55 | Francois Vigo. 
Brouillet, Francois - - 83 | Francois Vigo. 
Bosseron, Francois - - 151 | Dubois and Marchal, in trust. 
Barron, Pierre’s heirs - ° 225 | Samuel McConnel. 
Breton, dit St. Martin, Jean Baptiste 173 | Jeremiah Davidson. 
Coder, Pierre’s widow - - 42 | William Welton. 
Coder, Francois - - 211 | Jonathan Marney. 
Chapoton, Jean Baptiste - 23 John D. Hay. 
Crely, Jerome - : 212 | Antoine Marchal. 
Clermont, Ursule . - 238 | Abraham Fry Snapp. 
Cardinal, Jean Baptiste 157 Peyton Short. lisputed 
—s P r mt 100 One of the heirs of donee. § ©'SPUtEE. 
Cardinal, Jacques - . 9 | William Henry Harrison. 
Cornoyer, Pierre . - 40 | Samuel McKee. 
Carter, Moses . - 226 | Henry Vanderburgh. 
Cartier, Pierre - - 67 | Simon Gonzalis. 
Carron, Jean Baptiste - - 178 | William Wells. 
Conger, Jonathan - - 162 | William Wells. 
Chartier, Joseph : - 154 | Francois Vigo. 
Chabot, Joseph - - 96 | Francois Vigo. 
Caty, Antoine - - 103 | Francois Vigo. 
Chapard, Nicholas - . 106 | Francois Vigo. 
Campagnotte, Francois - 59 | Francois Vigo. 
Charbonneau, Jacob - - 58 | Francois Vigo. 
Chartier, Jean Baptiste - 127 | Francois Vigo. 
Charpantier, Jean - - 46 | Francois Vigo. 
Cardinal, Nicholas’s widow - 101 peg om — 

; ‘ : 2662 Louis Nicholas Fortin. 
Chapard, Marie Claire - ¥ 190 133} Not entered with Register. 
Custo, Gabriel é : ot | William Bullitt. 

D’Amour, Jean Baptiste . 181 | Samuel Thompson. 
Derozier, Bonaventure - 3 | John McClure. 
ts Ceased ; - 4 100 John McClure. 
a . 300 Patrick Simpson. 
Dugal, Antoine - . 79 | Thomas Jones. 
Darguiller, Pierre . - 179 | Thomas Jones. 
Delaurier, René Francois - 220 | Thomas Jones. 
Duchesne, Jean Baptiste - 11 | John McCoy. 
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LIST, &c.—Continued. 

















Present Claimants. 











Origina] Donees. No. 
Dumay, Amable’s widow - a 8 — oon re 
Delaurier, Jean Baptiste - - | 19 | Isaac Westfall. 
Denoyon, Toussaint’s widow — - - | 115 | Patrick Simpson. 
Ditard, Nicholas - | 10 | William Henry Harrison. 
Dudevoir, dit Lestiene, Char —_— - - | 41 | Toussaint Dubois. 
Dubé, Joseph - - | 54 | George Fidler. 
Drouet, dit Richarville, Antime - | 156 | Antoine Drouet. 
Delisle, Amable - - | 232 | Thomas Jones. 
Dumais, Ambroise . - - | 119 | James Reed. 
Denoyon, Jean Louis - - - | 219 | Henry Vanderburgh. 
Devignet, Louis - - - | 186 | Zachariah Mills. 
Dizier, widow - - - | 193 | Samuel Baird. 
De Hetre, widow - ° - | 210 | Robert Buntin. 
Dalton, Valentine Thomas - - | 130 | John Rice Jones. 
Dagené, Joseph - - | 192 | William McIntosh. 
Dutremble, dit Lafleur, Jean Baptiste - | 163 | Touissaint Dubois. 
Denoyon, Louis’s widow - | 149 | Francois Vigo. 
Delisle, Charles - - - | 142 | Francois Vigo. 
Danis, Jacques . - - - | 133 | Francois Vigo. 
Dubois, Jean Baptiste - - - | 109 | Francois Vigo. 
Ducharme, Joseph - - - | 100 | Francois Vigo. 
Derousse, Francois - - - | 85 | Francois Vigo. 
Dagneau, Pierre - - | 107 | Francois Vigo. 
Dappr on, Guilleaume’s widow - - - | 140 | Francois Vigo. 
Danis, Antoine - - - | 126 | Francois Vigo. 
Dielle, Charles - - .| 62 | Not entered with Register. 
Edeline, Louis - - -| 15 | Isaac Westfall. 
Etienne, Jacques - - - | 13 | Joseph Vanmetre. 
Fouché, Bonaventure - - -|196 | T vonage “ny P 
or 200 Laurent Bazadon. 
Garcis, John - i x <o 200 William Bullit. 
200 Henry Barkman. 
Gagnier, Louis - . - | 167 3100 Louis Reel. 
100 John Thickston. 
Guignolet, Jean - - - | 168 | Robert Baird. 
Goder, Toussaint - - - | 125 | William Morrison’s heirs. 
Goder, René - - -| @ William Snider. 
Gameline, Pierre : . - | 138 | Peyton Short. 
Goder, Louis - - - 21 | Jesse and Abijah Hunt. 
Gameline, Paul - - - | 51 | William H. Harrison. 
Guion, Pierre - - - | 175 spoon! me ae 
Paik — ‘ 100 Simon Gonzalis. 
Gilbert, Pierre . . ~| |) see Pemeces Vigo. 
Goder, Francois - - - | 48 | Francois Vigo. 
Guielle, Charles - - - | 128 | Francois Vigo. 
Guarguipie, Amable —_- - - | 131 | Francois Vigo. 
Grimarre, Pierre’s widow - - | 110 | Francois Vigo. 
Gameline, Antoine - - - | 98 | Francois Vigo. 
Guilbaut, Charles - - - | 97 | Francois Vigo. 
Hunot, Toussaint’s heirs - - - | 233 | Louis Nicholas Fortin. 
Hamelin, Joseph - - - | 88 | Richard Pollard. 
Hasselin, Joseph - - - | 187 | Abraham Brinker. 
Harpin, Jean Baptiste - - - | 137 | Francois Vigo. 
Henry, Moses - - - | 160 orm Vi “a 
. 227 Patrick Simpson. 
Hunot, Joseph, Sen. - " -| 48 13 173 Jeremiah Mayes. 
Hamilton, William —- - - | 16 | Not entered with Register. 
Joyalle, Jean Baptiste - - - - | 33 | Jonathan Purcell. 
Johnston, Edward - - ” - | 87 | John Mills’s heirs. 
Joseph, Michel André - - « - | 121 | Isaac Westfall. 
Lacoste, dit Languedoc, Charles - | 30 | William Welton. 
Lognon, Francois - - - 6 spony stm — 

i 380 William McClure. 
Legarde, Jean, widow of - - -| 24 20 Jeremiah Claypoole. 
Laforrest, Pierre - - - -}| 93 | Henry Hurst. 

Legaud, René - - - | 203 | John Ochiltree. 

Lefevre, Antoine’s widow - ° -| 68 | Isaac Westfall. 

Lafleur, Francois - - - | 180 | Abraham Fry Snapp. 
Legrand, Gabriel’s widow - - | 75 | Patrick Simpson. 
Lacoste, “it Languedoc, André - - | 114 | Patrick Simpson. 

1’ Ardoise, Amable’s widow - - | 38 | Patrick Simpson. 
Lamoureux,Joseph = _- - ~ | 185 | Peyton Short. 

Lamothe, dit Cochon, Jacques” - - | 69 | Toussaint Dubois. 
Languedoc, Francois - - - | 80 | Toussaint Dubois. 
Lapointe, Nicholas - - - | 204 | William McIntosh. 
Labuxiere Genevieve, widow - -} 17 | William McIntosh. 
Lacroix, Jacques - - | 22 | Henry Vanderburgh. 
Languedoc, Barbe Durand, widow - | 223. | Henry Vanderbur gh. 
Langlois, René - - -| 76 | Samuel Baird. 
Laderoute, Louis - - - | 135 | Samuel Baird. 

Lefevre, Pierre - - - | 236 | John Edgar. 

Lamar, Louis - - - 2 | John Small. 

Lebarge, Dennis - : - | 239° | John Small. 

Larsh, Joseph’s heirs - - - | 243 | George Wallace, Jun. & Co. 
Lunsford, Antoine - - - 1150 ! Antoine Lunstord’s heirs. 




















ratte rapes PSR Reet csictesns cine as 


Me 


Peep ge dae 


2, come wale 





292 


PUBLIC LANDS. 





[1806. 





LIST, &c.—Continued. 














Original Donees. 


No. 


Present Claimants. 





Legras, Philip, widow of - 
Leveron, dit Metteyé, Joseph _ - 
Latrimouille, Jacques - - 
Lognon, Joseph - 

Lafontaine, Jean Baptiste’s widow 
pee he Louis - 

Labelle, Joseph - - 


Lefevre, Antoine’s heirs - 


Moyse, Jean Baptiste - - 
Miliet, Jean Baptiste - - 
Meaux, - 
Mallet, Francois - - 
Mallet, Pierre - 
Magnant, Germain’s widow - 
Magot, Nicholas - . 
Metté, René, - . 
Marié, Antoine - - 
Mangen, Jean Baptiste : 
Montplaisir, André - - 
Maisonville, Joseph = - - 
Moreau, Antoine : - 
Mallet, Joseph - - 
Mehl, Frederick - - 
Metteyé, Louis - - 
Minie, Francois - - 
Mallet, Antoine - "os 
Mallet, Louis 


Neau, Michel - - 
Ouillette, Jean Baptiste - 
Payette, Joseph : - 


Perret, Pierre - - 
Page, Guilleaume - - 
Philibert, Etienne’s heirs - 


Perrot, Nicholas’s widow - 


Perron, Pierre, Sen. = - - 


Pluchon, Francois’s heirs - 
Paneton, Etienne - - 
Perthuit, widow - - 
Pluchon, Joseph’s heirs - 
Payette, Guilleaume_ - - 
Peltier, Eustace - - 


Pluchon, Louis - i 


Peltier, André’s widow . 
Peltier, Francois’s widow - 
Perron, Amable . . 
Philibert, dit Orleans, Etienne’s widow 
Perron, Pierre’s widow - 
Perodo, Joseph - - 
Querré, Pierre - - 
Renault, dit Delaurier, Louis = - 


Racine, dit Ste. Marie, Jean Baptiste 


Richard, widow 
Racine, Francois - “ 
Roy, André, Jun. - - 
Roy, André, Sen. - - 
Renau, Antoine - ‘ 
Rimbault, Pierre - 

Richard, Jean Baptiste - 
Riendo, "Jacques : . 
Rochard, Pierre - - 
Renger, Pierre - - 
Raux, Joseph : - 
Roussaint, Francois = - - 
Roussault, Louis . - 


Ravalet, Louis : 
Racine, dit Ste. Marie, Jean Baptiste 
Rouse, Joseph : 


Ste. Marie, Joseph - - 
Ste. Marie, Francois - - 





Sequin, dit Guignolet, Louis 


Ste. Marie, Mtienne — - - 
Ste. Aubin, Jean ee . 

Ste. Marie, Joseph, Sen - 
Stone, widow 

Ste. Marie, —— Pierre, and André 
Saballe, Joseph - - 





94 
158 
99 
113 
70 
104 
198 
not 


drawn 


43 
23 
161 
53 
14] 
207 
84 
241 
81 
12 
124 
201 
199 
18 
91 
134 
50 
147 
172 
27 
105 
229 


iil 


57 


244 


86 


45 


235 
206 
202 
208 
176 
237 


221 


144 
145 
143 
44 
63 
74 
31 


189 
177 


| 153 
i 222 


224 





35 
195 
191 
188 
217 


92 
71 
95 
56 
25 


155 
117 
129 

26 


183 


72 


200 

47 
120 
159 





Francois Vigo. 

Francois Vigo, and the heirs. 

Francois Vigo. 

Francois Vigo. 

Francois Vigo. 

Not entered with Register. 
Not entered with Register. 
200 William Mcintosh. 

200 William Bullit. 
Laurent Bazadon. 
Matthias Rose. 

Jolin Westfall. 

Isaac Westfall. 

Patrick Simpson. 

Louis Nicholas Fortin. 

John Armstrong. 

Laurent Bazadon. 

Richard Pollard. 

Jonathan Purcell. 

Samuel Baird. 

Abraham Brinker. 

Abraham Brinker. 

Hugh Knox. 

Frederick Mehl. 

Francois Vigo. 

Francvis Vigo. 

Francois Vigo. 

Moses Decker, Jun. and Isaac Harness. 
300 Michel Neau’ s heirs. 
100 William Morrison. 

Robert Buntin. 

250 Thomas Jones. 

150 Not entered with Register. 
Isaac Westfall. 

Patrick Simpson. 

Jeremiah Claypoole. 
William McIntosh, and 
Nicholas Perrot’s heirs. 
William McIntosh, and 
Francois Vigo. 

Henry Vanderbur gh. 

Henry Vanderburgh. 

Samuel Baird. 

Samuel Baird. 

William Wells. 

Francois Vigo. 

200 John Rice Jones. 

200 Samuel Means. 
James O’Hara. 

Francois Vigo. 

Francois Vigo. 

Francois Vigo. 

Francois Vigo. 

Manuel Liza. 

Francois Vigo. 

William Welton. 

300 Noah Spears. 

100 Daniel Black. 

John and Jacob Anthis. 

Patrick Simpson. 

William H. Harrison. 
William McIntosh. 
William McIntosh. 
William McIntosh. 
Henry Vanderburgh. 
Robert Buntin. 

Francois Vigo. 

Francois Vigo. 

Francois Vigo. 

Francois Vigo. 

Francois Vigo. 

200 James Scott. 

200 Abraham Fry Snapp. 
Not entered with Register. 
Not entered with Register. 
Isaac Westfall. 

Abrahain Fry Snapp. 

200 William Metatosh, 

; 100 Henry Vanderburgh. 

100 General W. Johnson. 
‘Abraham Stipp. 

Peyton Short. 

Henry Vanderburgh. 

William Wells. 

Pierre Racine Ste. Marie. 

Francois Vigo. 
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LIST, &c.—Continued. 





Original Donees. No. Present Claimants. 








197 | Noah Spears. 
246 | Jacob Twebaugh. 

60 | William H. Harrison. 
164 | Toussaint Dubois. 
122 | James Reed. 

218 | William McIntosh. 


Santier, Olivier - “ 
Twebaugh, Jacob - ‘ . 
Tougas, Joseph - ; 2 
Toulon, Jean | : e iu 
Trudel, Francois - > ‘ 
Tonton, Francois - " . 


Tougas, Jean Baptiste - - . - | 39 | Jonathan Purcell. 

Turpin, Francois - - - - | 90 | Francois Vigo. 

Urno. F : -| 165 p+ Samuel Means. 
— ° : : 200 John Lewis’s heirs. 

Vaudry, Jean Baptiste, Jun. - - -| 49 | Daniel McClure. 

Vaudry, Jean Baptiste, Sen. = - - - | 139 | Francois Vigo. 

Vaudry, Antoine - - - -| 45 | Francois Vigo. 

Vallé, Alexander - - - - | 136 | Isaac Westtall. 

Vigo, Francois - - - - | 112 | Isaac Westfall. 

Valcourt, widow - = ° - - | 234 | William McIntosh. 


William McIntosh and 














Villerage, Jean Baptiste - - -| 66 Pk 

Vachette, Pierre’s heirs - - - | 231 | William McIntosh. 

Vachette, Francois —- - - - | 36 | Jonathan Purcell. 

Valiquette, Francois = - - - - | 240 | Francois Valiquette. 

Villeneuve, Charles = - - - - | 170 | Joseph Vanmetre. 

Villaret, Jean Baptiste - - - | 228 | Henry Vanderburgh. 
E. 


report on land claims rejected on their merits. 


Vira, Bovucuer, brother and heir of Joseph Boucher’s claim to a donation of four hundred acres, as head of a 
family in Vincennes, in the year 1783. ; 

It appears from the depositions of Charles Delisle, Pierre Querré, and Joseph Chartier, that Joseph Boucher, in 
the year 1783, lived with his two brothers in Vincennes, and that Charles and not Joseph Boucher was the head of 
that family; wherefore, the commissioners reject this claim. 


Danzex Smiru claims two hundred acres, in addition to two hundred acres granted him by the Governor, in right 
of his own improvement, and one hundred acres, in addition to three hundred acres granted him by Governor Har- 
rison, as assignee of John Murphy, in right of improvement. 

It appears to the Board that these two claims have been acted upon by Governor Harrison, who granted the 
several quantities of land mentioned in the notice of claim; and, being of opinion that the Governor’s decisions 
thereon are conclusive, they do, therefore, reject both these claims. 


Jeremian Mayes claims two hundred acres of Jand, in addition to two hundred acres granted to him by the 
Governor, in right of improvement. 

This claim is, in every respect, circumstanced like those above laid in by Daniel Smith; and is, for the reasons 
therein mentioned, rejected by the commissioners. 


Anrorne Perit, dit Lalumiere, and wife, sister, and heir of Jean Baptiste Villeray, deceased, claim fifty acres 
of land, as sugar camp right. 

The deposition of Josette Pagé, widow, taken in support of this claim, is as follows: ‘* That Jean Baptiste Vil- 
leray was her son; that he occupied a sugar camp beiow the village, before the Americans took this country; and 
that he was at that time eighteen years old.”” But the commissioners find, on examining the church records, that he 
was but thirteen years old at the time this country became a part of the State of Virginia. If, therefore, he was but 
eighteen when he first established the sugar wae s it must have been in the year 1784, and too late to come under 
the ancient customs; wherefore, they reject this claim. 


Antoine Perit, dit Lalumiere, claims four hundred acres of land near Racoon creek, in right of improvement. 

Josette Pagé, who was the only evidence produced to support this claim, proves nothing more than that she heard 
it said that the claimant made an improvement near Raccoon creek, but she never saw the improvement, nor does 
she know of her own knowledge that any was made; claim, for want of proof, is rejected. 


AnTOINE Petrr, dit Lalumiere, claims a donation of four hundred acres, as head of a family in Vincennes, 
in 1783. 

The claimant did not produce any evidence to prove that he was the head of a family in 1783, but acknowledged 
that he was in that year a resident of Canada, and did not come to Vincennes until the year 1784: consequently, he 
is not entitled to-a donation under the act of Congress; and, therefore, his claim is rejected. 


The heirs of Jean Bartisre Constant, deceased, claim fifty acres of land, in right of a sugar camp. 

It is proved by Pierre Querré, that, in the year 1784, said Constant took up a sugar camp near fort Apparent, and 
cultivated it. ‘The commissioners being of opinion that this claim cannot be considered as coming under the de- 
scription of an ancient title, the country being then a part of the United States, do therefore reject it. 


Rene Gober claims a donation of four hundred acres, as head of a family in Vincennes, in 1783. 

It is proved by Pierre Querré and Amable Bolon, that René Goder was not married until the year 1786, and that 
he lived with his father until that time. The commissioners, being of opinion that he does not come under the de- 
scription of those entitled to a donation under the act of Congress, reject this claim. 


Joun Decker claims four hundred acres of land on -—-——, in right of improvement. 

It is proved by the oaths of Moses Decker and Joseph Decker, that the said Moses Decker, father to the said John 
Decker, in the year 1786, took up a tract of land for the said John, his son, who was then but one year old, and laid the 
foundation of a cabin on the land. ‘The commissioners are of opinion that it was not the intention of the Legislature 
to grant lands in right of improvement to persons who were too young to make any; and, no cultivation having been 
proved, they do, for both those reasons, reject this claim. 


Moses Decker, Jr. claims four hundred acres of land, in right of improvement on ————. 

It is proved by the oaths of Moses Decker and Joseph Decker, that the said Moses Decker, father of the said 
Moses Decker, Jr., took up this tract of land for his son (the claimant) in the year 1786, who was then seven years 
old, and that he laid the foundation of a cabin thereon. The commissioners, for the reasons given for rejecting the 
preceding claim, do reject this one. 

38 Pp 
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The heirs of Jacos Decker, deceased, claim four hundred acres, in right of improvement, on ————. 

It is proved,by the oaths of Moses Decker and Jacob Decker, that, in the year 178-, the father of the said Jacob 
Decker, (who was then between eight and eleven years old) took up this tract of land for the said Jacob Decker. 
his son, but that no improvement was made thereon. ‘The commissioners reject this claim for the reasons given for 
rejecting the two preceding ones. 

Jacos Mrvor, assignee of Luke Mattson, claims four hundred acres, in right of improvement, on the waters of 
White river. 

It is proved by Jonathan Conger, that he went with Ralph over White river to hunt'horses. ‘That, on their 
return, the said Mattson deadened some trees on the tract claimed, and told the deponent it was an improvement 
for his son Luke. The commissioners are of opinion that this cannot be considered as an improvement and cultiva- 
tion; and therefore reject the claim. 

Joun SMALL, assignee of Nicholas Baillarjon, claims three hundred acres, at the black grounds on the river Em- 
barras, by a court deed dated 14th February, 1782. 

Josette Pagé proves that, about the years 1783 or 1784, Nicholas Baillarjon went with her husband to make im- 
rovements on lands severally granted to them. That they stayed some days, and on their return informed her they 
ad done so, and built cabins on their lands; but that she never saw the improvement. Jean Baptiste Barrois proves 

that he saw a cabin, and less than an arpent cleared on the land claimed by Nicholas Baillarjon, but does not know 
who did the work. ‘The commissioners are of opinion that the first deposition is but hearsay evidence, and that the 
second does not prove any cultivation; wherefore, they reject the claim. 

Micuet BorDeeau claims a tract of one hundred and thirty-six acres, at the little village, in right of im- 
provement. 

An affidavit of Louis Seguin, deceased, has been filed and recorded, stating that Michel Bordeleau cleared, 
cultivated, and settled on a piece of land at the little village, in the year 1768. The claimant acknowledged, in 
presence of the commissioners, that he is now but thirty-eight years old, and that the said clearing was made by his 
father Antoine. A mistake in the Christian name is here evident; and, as Antoine Bordeleau has claimed and 
obtained a confirmation of the same land from the commissioners, they, therefore, reject this claim of the son. 


Rene Campeav claims a donation, as head of a family in Vincennes, in 1783. 
Antoine Lefevre proves that the claimant was married in 1788 or 1789, and cannot recollect that he was head of 
a family in 1783. As it is not proven that he was the head of a family in 1783, the commissioners reject his claim. 


The heirs of ABNER Prior, as assignee of Jean Baptiste Constant, claim a donation as head of a family in 1783. 

It is proved by Pierre Querré, that Jean Baptiste Constant was a head of a family at Ouiattonon and Vincennes, 
before and after the year 1783. That he was an Indian trader, and came to settle for good in Vincennes in the year 
1785, his wife having till then remained at Ouiattonon. _ 

The ambiguity of that part of the above testimony which states Jean Baptiste Constant to have been head of a 
family both at Ouiattonon and Vincennes, before 1783, is removed by the statement which follows, viz. that his wife 
remained at Ouiattonon until the year 1785, whereby it sufficiently appears that he was head of a family at Ouiattonon, 
and not at Vincennes. The commissioners are of opinion that this case is not embraced by the acts of Congress; 
therefore, reject the claim of the said Abner Prior’s heirs. ; 

Francois Campacnorte claims four hundred acres of land near the Dry Wood swamp in right of improvement. 

Louis Delaurier proves that claimant, twenty years ago, marked some trees on a piece of land adjoining James 
Johnson’s tract: that he neither built nor cultivated, and does not know of its ever having been granted by the 


court. 
Here appears neither improvement nor cultivation; the claim is, therefore, rejected by the commissioners. 


Francois Campacnorte claims one hundred and thirty-six acres of land below Racoon creek, in right of im- 
provement. ; 

Louis Delaurier proves that claimant, eighteen or twenty years ago, took up a piece of land below Racoon 
creek, built a cabin, and planted some fruit trees; but could not stay there on account of the Indians. Neither im- 
provement of the Jand nor cultivation is here proved; the claim is, therefore, rejected. 

Danie Suivan’s heirs, who was assignee of Pierre Cartier, claim one hundred and seventy acres on Mill 
creek, in right of improvement. 

Four hundred acres of land have already been granted by the Governor to John Small, assignee of Pierre Cartier. 
n right of his improvement, which, by subsequent sales, have come into the possession of Henry Vanderburgh and 
James Ledgerwood, as will appear by the statement of claims heretofore confirmed, document A. And as no one 
person can be entitled to two different tracts of land by improvement right, this claim is, therefore, rejected. 

Micuet Borpe.eay, in right of his wife, only heir of Francois Duquointe, deceased, claims fifty acres of land, 
in right of a sugar camp. 

By the deposition of Joseph Chartier, it is proved that Francois Duquointe occupied a sugar camp thirty-eight or 
nine years ago. That Jean Chabot, who married said Duquointe’s widow, kept possession of it, and continued to 
make sugar thereon until his (Jean Chabot’s) death. By reference to document A, it will appear that this sugar 
camp has been granted by the Governor of the territory, and is now claimed by Alexander Valle, as assignee of the 
heirs of the said Jean Chabot. From those circumstances, the present claim must be considered as having been 
heretofore decided on and satisfied, and is rejected on that ground. 

Tuomas Jonzs, as legatee of Charlotte Ducharme, widow and heir of Joseph Ducharme, deceased, claims one 
hundred acres of land, in virtue of a verbal grant from Mr. Ste. Marie, British Commandant, to said Joseph Du- 
charme, and improvement made thereon. 

The commissioners observe that this tract has already been granted by the Governor of the Northwest territory 
to the abovenamed Joseph Ducharme, and is now claimed by the heirs of Colonel J. Francis Hamtramck, as his 
assignee. (See document A.) They, therefore, reject this claim. 

AsranamM Decker claims four hundred acres of land, in right of improvement, on , 

As this claim has been already decided on by the Governor of the Northwestern territory, who granted the said 
Decker two hundred acres, therefore (see document A) it must be rejected. 

The heirs of Jacop Dremin, deceased, claim four hundred acres in the forks of the river Embarras, by a grant of 
the court, dated April 10, 1786, and improvement. 

Jonathan Conger proves that, in the year 1786, he went with Jacob Dremin to show him land on the waters of 
White river; that he (Dremin) built the foundation of a cabin, deadened the timber of about three-fourths of an 
acre, and planted some corn. He continued about forty days in the country, and_then went off. The deponent 
adds that he was informed the said Dremin was killed on his return home. Jacob Dremin’s short residence in the 
country repels the idea of an intended permanent settlement. Moreover, the small improvement, such as it was, 
was made on a different tract from the one supposed to have been granted by the court deed; the former being on 
the east, and the latter several miles on the west side of the river Wabash. From the above considerations, the 
commissioners are induced to reject this claim. 

The heirs of Jean Baprisre DucueEsne, deceased, claim fifty acres of land, a sugar camp right. 

The commissioners observe that a tract of fifty acres has (see document A) already been granted by the Gover- 
nor to the said Jean Baptiste Duchesne, in right of a sugar camp, and is now claimed by Abraham Kuykendall, as 
assignee. ‘This claim must, therefore, be rejected. 

James Fernszey claims three hundred and forty acres on Wilson’s creek, by a deed from the court, dated 1st 
August, 1785, and an improvement. It is proved by John Martin that James Fernsley, in 1785, cleared about an 























1806. ] LAND CLAIMS IN THE DISTRICT OF VINCENNES. 995 





acre of land on Wilson’s creek, partly built a cabin, sowed timothy and turnip seeds, and planted corn thereon; he 
had no family, never resided on the land, and left the country. The deponent adds that the claimant, on his return 
to this place in the spring following, with his family, was forced back by the Indians. An actual improvement and 
cultivation being required by the act of 3d March, 1791, in order to be entitled to the confirmation of a supposed 
grant, must, in the opinion of the commissioners, imply a permanent residence, not a transient one of a few days, 
evidently for the purpose of making an improvement. The commissioners, therefore, for want of such actual resi- 
dence, reject this claim. 

Apranam F, Snapp, assignee of Thomas Foreman, claims four hundred acres, in right of improvement. 

It is proved, by an affidavit of Philip Devore, that Thomas Foreman had liberty from the French Commandant, 
in the year 1785, to improve four hundred acres of lands that the Indians prevented the making any improvement 
on the land; that said Foreman remained in the country, living on and improving the land of others, for several 
seasons. Foreman having been a resident in the country for some seasons, and employed in improving the lands of 
others, cannot, in the opinion of the commissioners, entitle him toa tract of land, which, it is admitted, he not only 
neither improved nor cultivated, but did not so much as designate the situation or position of. For these reasons, 
this claim is rejected. 

Pierre Grimarre claims one hundred and thirty-six acres of land, on the west side of the Wabash river, in right 
of improvement. ; 

By Francois Languedoc, the clearing of between half an acre and an acre, on a piece of land below Racoon 
creek, by claimant, about fifteen years ago, is proved; but it is further proved that he neither ploughed nor culti- 
vated. The claim is therefore rejected. 

Cuartes Grimarre claims one hundred and thirty-six acres of land, below Racoon creek, in right of improvement. 

The same deposition having been made in support of this claim as in the preceding, it is also rejected. 


Laurent Bazapon, assignee of Charles Grimarre, claims a militia right of one hundred acres. 

René Campeau proves that Charles Grimarre is now but twenty-five years old: as, consequently, he was but ten 
years old in 1790, and, therefore, incapable of doing militia duty, this claim is rejected. 

Rosert Reynoxps, assignee of John Garland, claims four hundred acres, in right of improvement, on the east of 
Wabash, fifteen miles above Vincennes. ‘The same, as assignee of Matthew Garland, for the same quantity, in right 
of improvement, on east of Wabash, fifteen miles above Vincennes. The same, as assignee of Moses Orth, for the 
same quantity, in right of improvement, east branch of White river, fifteen miles below the trace to the falls. The 
same, as assignee of Adam Orth, for a similar quantity, in right also of improvement, east branch of White river, fif- 
teen miles below the trace to the falls. 

In support of the four above claims, the depositions of Daniel Thorn and Solomon Thorn, taken before John 
Beaird, in Randolph county, have been filed and registered, proving the improvements and cultivation respectively 
made in the year 1787, by John Garland and Matthew Garland, of two tracts of Jand between fifteen and twenty miles 
above Vincennes, and the same facts respecting two other tracts lying on the east of White river, about twenty miles 
below the trace leading from Vincennes to the falls of the Ohio. ‘Iwo depositions, signed by James Chism, taken 
ig John Edgar, Esquire, in Randolph county, have been also filed and registered, stating the same circumstances 
as above. 

Daniel Thorn, one of the subscribers to the first deposition, being examined before the commissioners, made oath 
that he never knew either John or Matthew Garland, Adam or Moses Orth; that he never made or put his mark to 
the depositions recorded in the Register’s books, and, on being shown the mark of his brother Solomon affixed thereto, 
asserted that his brother knew how to write, and always used to write his own name. 

From the above circumstances, and from the neglect of the claimant to have other depositions in support of his 
claims taken before the persons appointed by the commissioners for that purpose, as he was by them required to do, 
there arises in the minds of the commissioners an irresistible presumption that the whole is a forgery; and, therefore, 
they reject the four above claims. 

Cuarztes Gurtette claims one hundred and thirty-six acres of land on Racoon creek, in right of improvement. 
&™ Frangois Languedoc proves that claimant, about fifteen years ago, cleared three or four acres of the tract claimed, 
and that the same was never ploughed or fenced. On the ground of want of cultivation, this claim is rejected. 

James Henry claims three hundred and forty acres, near river Du Chis, by grant of the court, dated May 12th, 
1785, and improvement. 

Luke Decker, Esquire, proves no more than the cutting of wild grass by Moses Henry on the tract claimed; and 
also, that James Henry never was in the country. On the grounds of the want of residence, cultivation, and im- 
provement, the claim is rejected. 

Tuomas Jorpan claims four hundred acres, in right of improvement, on Racoon creek. 

Joseph Decker proves the cultivation of and the raising a crop of corn on a piece of land in the lower prairie, but 
no kind of work done on the land claimed below Racoon creek. For want of cultivation and improvement, the 
claim is rejected. 

N. B. The notice of claim was entered with the Register as having been confirmed by the Governor; but, on ex- 
amining the records, no such confirmation could be found. 

Joun Jounson, heir of Richard Johnson, claims two hundred and fifty acres, in addition to a grant of one hundred 


and fifty acres already made. 
This claim having been acted upon by the Governor, who granted a hundred and fifty acres thereon, and which 


are now claimed by Jacob Minor, (see document A) therefore, it is rejected. 

Joun Jonnson claims four hundred acres, in right of improvement, on the head of the Half-moon pond. 

John Martin proves that, in the fall of the year 1790, the claimant planted corn and apple and peach trees, in an 
open piece of woods, near the head of the Halt-moon pond. ‘The planting of corn in the fall, with a few apple and 
peach trees, in the open woods, cannot bring this case within the meaning of the act of 1791, which requires actual 
improvement and cultivation. ‘The claim must, theretore, be rejected. 

MarramyeE Larorrest, in behalf of herself and the other heirs of Joseph Lafeuillade, deceased, claims four hun- 
dred acres, a donation as head of a family. . 

In support of this claim, an inventory of the property of the said — left at the time of his decease, was pro- 
duced, wherein it is declared that he died the 12th of May, 1769; and Frangois and Charles Languedoc prove his 
having died about the same time. As Lafeuillade died before this country was taken possession of by the State of 
Virginia, he could not be entitled to the donation made by the resolve of Congress; therefore, this claim is rejected. 

Grorce Leecu claims three hundred acres of land, in addition to one hundred acres already confirmed to him, 
in right of improvement. ; | 

his claim having, as stated in the notice, been acted upon by the Governor, and being of opinion that the deci- 
sion made thereon is conclusive, the commissioners reject this claim. 

The heirs of Nancy Levins claim four hundred acres, in right of improvement, on Mattson’s spring run, the 
waters of White river. ee ae : 

The deposition of Richard Brown, now living in Brooke county, Virginia, establishes no other fact than the 
confession of Nancy Levins of her intention of going to Vincennes, trom whence she had removed on account of the 
Indians, and the deponent’s knowledge of the said Nancy’s having, with that view, sold her possessions in Penn- 
sylvania. Moses Decker proves a set of house logs to have been cut by said Nancy’s son on the land claimed; that 
‘there were no other improvements made; and that her son was afterwards killed by the Indians. Luke Decker, 
Esquire, proves that the trees of about an acre of the same land had been deadened; that small trees and house logs 
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had been cut, and brush heaps made; and that the same was reported to have been done by Nancy Levins. As no 
actual cultivation has been proved, the claim is rejected. 


Paut Lasrecue, or Lapracue, claims four hundred acres, as a donation to the heads of families. 

Francois Racine Ste. Marie proves that claimant, about twenty-eight years ago, was at Vincennes; thinks he was 
here afterwards, but is not positives that he was an Indian trader, and never married. As claimant was not the head 
of a family, his claim is rejected. 

_ The heirs of Witt1am Perry, assignee of Joseph Lamoreux, claim four hundred acres on Mill creek, in right of 
improvement. — 

Joseph Chartier proves the building ofa cabin, and clearing of a few acres of ground, by Joseph Lamoureux, on the 
Jand claimed, which is now included in the donation, and that he did not reside thereon on account of the Indians. 
As no actual cultivation has been proved, the claim is rejected. 


The heirs of Jacque Larrimovitze claim one hundred and thirty-six acres at the little village, in right of an 
ancient grant. 

As this land has already been confirmed by the Governor to the said heirs, and four-fifths. whereof are now 
claimed by B. D. Price as their assignee, (see document A.) this claim is rejected. 


Francois Lanevevoc claims one hundred and thirty-six acres on Racoon creek, in right of improvement. 

Jean Baptiste Moise proves the clearing of about half an acre, on the land claimed, about fifteen years ago by 
claimant, in company with, and assisted by, deponent; but no kind of cultivation. It being proved there was no 
kind of cultivation, the claim must be rejected. 


JEANNE CarpinaL, widow Montplaisir, alias Tougas, alias Laviolette, legatee of Joseph Meville, deceased, 
claims four hundred acres donation, as head of a family. 

Pierre Querré proves that Joseph Meville and Duchesne died in the year 1775 or 1776. 

As Meville died some time before this country passed into the possession of the State of Virginia, his representa- 
tive cannot be entitled to the donation made by Congress; consequently, this claim is rejected. 


Luxe Decker, assignee of William Mason, claims one hundred acres, a militia donation. 

Moses Decker proves that William Mason came to this country in the fall of the year 1790, and went that same 
fall on the expedition against the Indians, under the command of Major Hamtramck. As Mason did not arrive in 
this country until the fall of the year 1790, he came too late to be entitled to a militia donation under the act of 
Congress; the claim is therefore rejected. 

Witttam McGowen claims one hundred acres, a militiadonation. A certificate of Pierre Gamelin, deceased, 
proves that claimant belonged to the regulars under the command of Captain McCurdy, and was discharged on the 
expedition against the Wabash Indians, under the command of Major Hamtramck, which expedition is proved by 
Luke Decker, Esquire, to have taken place in the fall of the year 1790. 

McGowen being in the regular service of the United States in the fall of 1790, could not have been enrolled in 
the militia on the first day of August preceding. His claim is therefore rejected. 


Axsrauam Jounson, assignee of Frederick Mehl, claims three hundred and forty acres at the Old Woman’s pond, 
by grant of the court, dated June 9th, 1785. : 

The court deed grants the land to one Martin Mehl, and not to Frederick Mehl, as stated in the notices and the 
said Frederick Mehl proves that the ‘court deed was obtained by him in the name of his brother Martin, who never 
was in the country, and that the transfer of the said right was also made by him in his said brother’s name to Elias 
Bidle, who transferred to claimant. As the tenor of the rest of the deponent’s evidence goes to prove that the land 
was neither cultivated nor improved, the claim is therefore rejected. 


Epwarp Mitts claims three hundred and forty acres on the forks of the river Embarras, by court deed, dated 
10th April, 1786, and an improvement. f : 

Jonathan Conger proves that claimant, in the year 1786, laid the foundation of a cabin, deadened some trees, 
and planted some corn on the waters of White river, and not on the land claimed; and that claimant left the coun- 
try in about forty days afterwards, and never returned. ‘The land claimed was not attempted to be improved and 
cultivated, and the claimant never was, or manifested an intention of becoming, an actual settler. His claim is, 
therefore, rejected. 

The heirs of Antotne Marir, deceased, claim one hundred and thirty-six acres on'a run above the Little 
Rock, by a court grant, dated February 4th, 1785. ‘ ; s 

Pierre Querré proves that this land was the only compensation that Antoine Marie ever received for his services 
as an Indian interpreter during Clarke’s expedition. As no improvement, cultivation, or settlement is proved, or 
even suggested, and as the court deed is dated in February, 1785, and Clarke’s expedition did not set out until Octo- 
ber, 1786, this claim is rejected. 

The heirs of Marcaret Boron, wife of Antoine Marie, claim one hundred and thirty-six acres adjoining the 
preceding tract, by a court grant, dated February 4th, 1785. 5 <x 

The same deponent states the same circumstances as above; the only difference is in the tenor of the deed, which 
mentions this grant to be made to her as compensation for services as an interpreter. ‘To Congress alone belongs the 
right of going into the merits of this case; and, as cultivation has not been proved or suggested, the commissioners are 
obliged to reject the claim. 

The heirs of Racnex Murvocu claim four hundred acreson the waters of the river Du Chis, in right of improve- 
ment. 

Jonathan Conger, in his deposition, filed and registered, states that he, deponent, cut logs, deadened trees, laid 
the foundation of a cabin, and_made several brush heaps for Rachel Murdoch, on the land now claimed, and could 
do no more, en account of,the Indians. When brought before the commissioners to be examined, viva voce, he stated 
that Rachel Murdoch employed him to clear about one acre of the land claimed; that he planted it in corn and fruit 
trees; that she lived about four years in the country, when she went to the Illinois, where she was killed by the 
Indians. ‘ <a. 

The above recited depositions are so contradictory in circumstances, so very material as cultivation, that they 
are, in the opinion of the commissioners, entitled to no credit; and therefore they reject the claim. 


Cuartes Morse claims one hundred and thirty-six acres below Racoon creek, in right of improvement. 

Jean Baptiste Valcour proves that he was hired by Charles Moise, about fifteen years ago, to go with him to work 
at Racoon creek; that they cut the timber off five or six acres of ground, heaped the brush, and cut logs for a cabin, 
but did not build it; that they worked there about fifteen days, and never returned. In this case, there appears a 
considerable improvement; but, as there was no actual cultivation, the commissioners must reject the claim. 


Wi. Pace, devisee of Joseph Pagé, claims one hundred and thirty-six acres to the northeast of the village, 
in right of improvement. Se : 7 : 

Auguste ‘Tougas, in a deposition filed and registered, proves that, in January, 1790, Joseph Pagé took up the 
tract claimed; that the improvement consisted in making perogues and sugar, for seven years. In other words, the 
claimant was seven years busy in injuring the land of the United States. There appears no reason for confirming 
this claim, and therefore they reject it. 

Aueuste Toveas claims one hundred and thirty-six acres —, the above tract, in right of improvement. 

William Pagé proves exactly the same circumstances in support of this claim as Tougas proves above, in sup- 
port of Pagé’s. This claim is rejected for the same reason as is given for rejecting the preceding one. 
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Wir1aM Pace, devisee of Joseph Pagé, deceased, claims four hundred acres on Racoon creek, in right of im- 
provement. ” é 

Josette Pagé’s deposition, filed and registered, states that she heard her husband say her son had surveyed the 
land — and cleared a small part of it, and that her said husband had seen a small cabin, and some trees dead- 
ened thereon. 

Lie statement, being only hearsay testimony, cannot be admitted as evidence; the claim must, therefore, be 
rejected. 

Jean Francois Perry, assignee of John Richardson, claims three hundred and forty acres on the river Du Chis, 
by court deed, dated 1st March, 1786. ; 

Jean Francois Perry, ones of William Richardson, claims three hundred and forty acres, on the river Du 
Chis, by court deed, dated 1st March, 1785. . : 

James Johnson, Esq. proves that the two tracts of land now claimed were, respectively, granted by the court to 
William and John Richardson, and surveyed; that there was not, to his knowledge, any improvement on eithers 
that John Richardson remained eighteen months in the country, but William Richardson never was in it. These 
claims are rejected. 

Wo. McInrosu, assignee of the heirs of Peter Rimbault, Sen. claims a donation to the heads of families. 

Francois Languedoc proves that Pierre Rimbault moved to New Orleans before the Americans took possession of 


the “nag and never returned since. : - : wea 
Pierre Rimbault, never having been an American citizen, could not be entitled. His claim is, therefore, rejected. 


The heirs of Francois Ractne claim the donation to the heads of families. 

Pierre Querré proves that Francois Racine died in 1764. He could not then be an American citizen. The 
claim is, therefore, rejected. 

The heirs of ANDREW Roy claim four hundred acres, in right of improvement, near the Dry-Wood swamp. 

Louis Delaurier proves that Andrew ~— about twenty years ago, marked some trees on the land claimed, but 
that he neither built nor cultivated. The claim is rejected. 

Dante Situ, heir of William Smith, claims four hundred acres on the waters of the Wabash, in right of im- 
provement. — = p : , . . 

John Martin proves that William Smith built a cabin and enclosed a piece of ground, in the commons near Vin- 
cennes, but did not know of his having made any kind of cultivation, 

William Smith’s heir cannot be entitled; and, moreover, the cabin built appears to have made a part of the vil- 
lage of Vincennes. ‘The claim is, therefore, rejected. 

Jacos Twesaueu claims four hundred acres, in right of improvement, on the waters of Mill creek. 

Jacob, Charles, and Daniel Thorn prove that claimant cleared about two acres on the land claimed, in the year 
1787, cut some house logs, but made no cultivation. For want of actual cultivation, the claim is rejected. 


The heirs of Samvetn Worrman claim four hundred acres, in right of improvement, above the Grand Rapids. 

Michael Thorn proves that Samuel Wortman had this land surveyed in the year 1785; that he deadened some 
trees on it, left the country in the spring of 1788, and was killed on his return in the spring following. Here ap- 
pears but little cultivation and no improvement. ‘The claim is, therefore, rejected. 

Tuomas We tts claims four hundred acres of land on Mattson’s spring run, by court deed, dated 20th May, 
1784, and improvement. 

Sebastian Frederick’s deposition, filed and registered, proves that the trees of about two acres of the land claimed 
were deadened, some house logs cut, and that he assisted in carrying the chain in the surveying of it. 

Here appears no kind of cultivation. The claim is, therefore, rejected. 

Grorce Wat ace, assignee of the heirs of Peter Barrickman, claims fifty acres, a sugar camp right. 

George Wallace has entered this claim as already confirmed by the Governor, and, as evidence thereof, filed an 
order of survey directing the public surveyor to survey for the heirs of Peter Barrickman fifty acres of land, granted 
them by the Governor, in right of a sugar camp, signed by John Gibson, Secretary of the territory. The Secretary, 
after an examination of the records of the territory, certifies that no such grant was ever made, and that the above 
order of survey was given through mistake. ‘This claim is, therefore, rejected. 

“ a) Cearuart’s heirs claim four hundred acres, in right of improvement, on the head waters of the river 
u Chis. 

Frederick Berger proves that there was an acre cleared on said land in 1787, peach and apple trees growing, and 
a cabin built; that the Indians having that evening killed a man in the neighborhood, he was obliged to abandon his 
improvement, and retire to the village; that he was a single man, and was afterwards drowned in White river. Benja- 
min Beckes, Esq. proves that he knew Andrew Cearhart, who lived with him several months; that he showed to 
said Andrew, in 1785, the land on which he improved; that he, Beckes, frequently saw the improvement, which 
consisted of a turkey pen, and three-fourths of an acre whereon the trees had been deadened; that he never saw any 
peach trees growing, and that he was, in 1786, drowned in White river, on his return home. 

From the circumstances of the general alarm created by the murder of a man by the Indians before Frederick 
Berger saw the improvement whereon this claim rests, and the lateness of the hour, it appears that his observations 
must be transitory and imperfect. ‘The deposition, then, of Benjamin Beckes, who saw the place frequently, and at 
his leisure, must be chiefly relied on, and nothing is therein contained that can bring the present case within the 
meaning of the law of 1791, requiring improvement and cultivation. The claim is, therefore, rejected. 


Antoine LeFevre, Jun. claims four hundred acres, as a donation to the heads of families. 
Pierre Querré proves that he knows claimant from the year 1762; that he was not married until 1787; but that in 
the year 1783 he had a house in this town, his own property, and supported his father and mother, who lived with 
im. 
Though, by an equitable construction of the second section of the act of 1791, the benefit thereof has been, by 
former decisions of the Governors, extended to single men who kept house themselves, yet this case is by no means 
similar: for the father of the claimant was, in fact, the head of the family of which the son made a part, and has been 
considered as such, for his children have received, as his heirs, the donation to which he was entitled. (See docu- 
ment B.) ‘Two heads of a family could not exist at one and the same time. ‘The claim is, therefore, rejected. 


Wittiam McIntosh, assignee of Louis Pluchon, called St. Louis, claims the salt spring on the Saline creek, 
emptying into the Ohio. 

The spot laid claim to by William McIntosh does not lie within the district of Vincennes. The commission- 
ers, therefore, decline expressing any opinion on this claim; and, moreover, they will observe that no evidence has 
been adduced in support of it. 

Louis Detaurter claims fifty acres, a sugar camp right. 

Frangois Campagnotte proves that, about twenty years ago, claimant had a sugar camp on land now of General 
Gibson and James Johnson, Esq.; that he made sugar thereon for ten years, and until obliged to abanden by the 
persons living on the land. 

The origin of this claim cannot be traced up to the time of the British Government; it cannot, therefore, come ° 
under the description of an ancient grant. The claim is rejected. 

ANTOINE QuerreE claims one hundred and fifty acres on Muddy run, in right of improvement. 

_ Louis Frederick proves that claimant made an improvement in a vacancy of about one hundred and fifty acres, 
lying between Louis Frederick, John Reed, Jeremiah Mayes, Peter Frederick, and Frederick Lindy, about two 
years ago, of about one acre; that he built a house, wherein he has lived for these twelve months. 
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This improvement being made posterior to March, 1791, cannot, notwithstanding his subsequent actual settle- 
ment and residence, entitle the claimant. ‘This claim is, therefore, rejected. 

_ Francois Hame in claims one hundred and thirty-six acres on the northwest side of the Wabash, in right of 
improvement. ’ * : : ' , 

Pierre Querré proves that Francois Hamelin has lived on the land claimed, for the space of eight or nine years, 
and has cultivated it ever since. This ag ale cultivation, and actual settlement, would have entitled the 
claimant to this land, if begun previous to the 3d March, 1791; but, being posterior to that date, it cannot come 
within the purview of the act of Congress. The claim is, therefore, rejected. 


The heirs of Jean Baptiste Ractye claim fifty acres,fa sugar camp right. 
Charles Delisle proves Jean Baptiste Racine to have made sugar several years ago, but he cannot state when he 
began, above the Little Rock, on the east side of the Wabash. 
T oe claim is not proven to have originated either under the French or British Government, and is, therefore, 
rejected. 


CurisTorpHER Wyant, assignee of Pierre Cartier, claims fifty acres, a sugar campright, near where Abel West- 
fall now lives. 

Alexander Vallé proves that, at least twenty-five years ago, Pierre Cartier had a sugar camp at the above de- 
scribed place. This cannot be considered as an ancient possession, the only ground on which a sugar camp right 
can be confirmed. ‘The claim is, therefore, rejected. 


The heirs of Jean Baptiste Potevin, alias Harpry or Arprn, claim one hundred and thirty-six acres below the 
Lower Prairie, in right of improvement. 

Joseph Chartier proves that, about eighteen years ago, he cleared about an acre and a half of the land claimed, 
for the said Jean Baptiste Harpin, deceased. . 

This claim, for want of proof of cultivation, is rejected. 

James GiipreaTu. assignee of James Strong, claims four hundred acres, in right of improvement, on Mehl’s run. 

Daniel Thorn proves that he knew one Strong in 1786, who made an improvement on Mehl’s creek, consisting 
of a cabin built nearly to the joists, planted peach stones, sowed apple seed, made brush heaps, and planted half an 
acre in corn; that there was no other person in the country of the name of Strong, to the deponent’s knowledge; he 
had a family who never were here; left the country the following year, and never returned. 

The want of residence, although some kind of cultivation, proves that Strong never seriously intended to become 
a settler in the country; and to persons of that description alone can the benefits of the act extend. ‘The claim is, 
therefore, rejected. 

Rosert Bunn, assignee of Bonaventure Derozier, claims four hundred acres, in right of improvement, about 
two leagues northeast of Vincennes. An improvement claim of Bonaventure Derozier has already been acted upon 
by the Governor, who granted one hundred and thirty-six acres thereon, and which are now claimed by Benjamin 
D. Price. (Document A.) 

From every information that has been obtained on the subject, a strong presumption arises that the improvement 
on which the Governor made the grant, and the one now claimed, are one and the same improvement. ‘This claim 
is, therefore, rejected. 


The heirs of Josepu Larevuitiape, Jun. claim one hundred acres, a militia donation. | 

Frangois and Charles Languedoc prove that Joseph Lafeuillade, Jun. was} drowned in the year 1786, then of 
full age. _— 

Though Joseph Lafeuillade was, at the time of his death, liable to militia duty, yet the letter of the act of Con- 
gress making it necessary to have done militia duty, and to be on the roll on the Ist of August, 1790, lay the com- 
missioners under the necessity of rejecting this claim. 


Axexis Epetine claims one hundred and thirty-six acres, in right of improvement, on Racoon creek. 

In support of this claim, an affidavit of Francois Languedoc has been filed, proving that, in the year 1790, depo- 
nent saw claimant at work upon land claimed; that he had cleared about one acre, and marked said Jand. This 
claim, for want of cultivation, cannot be granted by the commissioners. It is, therefore, rejected. 


Daniet Situ, as assignee of Alexis Edeline, and the said Alexis Edeline, in his own right; each of them claim 
a militia donation of one hundred acres for the said Alexis. In support of this claim, the deposition of Francois 
Potvin has been filed with the Register, stating that he saw Alexis Edeline on the parade, with his arms, in the month 
of August, 1790. ‘ , : 

The commissioners, on examining the church books, find that Alexis Edeline was, at that time, thirteen years 
and four months old. No proof is adduced that he was on the roll on the Ist of August, 1790, or had previously 
done militia duty. Both the said claims are, therefore, rejected. 


AprauamM Fry Snapp, assignee of Simon Spring, claims three hundred and forty acres, by a court grant, dated 
September 17th, 1783, between the rivers Marie and Bosseron. 

Moses Decker proves that he knew Simon Spring in 1786; that he continued here about two yearss that he has 
heard that Spring had made an improvement at a place called the Plum Orchard, but he never saw it. Louis Se- 
vere proves that Spring, in the year 1785, showed _him an improvement, said by Spring to have been made by him 
on a tract of land, between the rivers Marié and Bosseron, belonging to him; that the improvement consisted of a 
cabin, more than an acre of ground cultivated, fenced with a rail fence, and peach trees planted. 

The first deposition can have no weight, being but hearsay evidence. The second only proves that the improve- 
ment was declared by Spring to be his own, and made by him, which he might have said of any other spots and this 
deposition is still less conclusive than the first, being the assertions of an interested person. The claim is, therefore, 


rejected. 
Louis Detavrirr claims one hundred and thirty-six acres, in right of improvement, on the western bank of 


the Wabash, below Racoon creek. ; : 
Francois Compagnotte proves that, eighteen or twenty years ago, claimant took up four by forty arpents, (one 
hundred and thirty-six acres) built a cabin, and planted fruit trees; no cultivation being proved, the claim is 


rejected. 


Note. See supplement to this statement, No. 136. 
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F. 
CLAIMS REJECTED FOR WANT OF EVIDENCE. 


Ancient French or British Grants. 

















In whose right claimed. Present Claimants. Quan ity. 
Carrierre, * - - | Heirs of Carrierre, - - - 50 
Carrierre, - - - | Heirs of Carrierre, - - 68 
Racine, Mary, - - | Mary Racine, — - - - 68 
Ste. Marie, Pierre, - - - | Pierre Ste. Marie, - - - - §0 











Claims under Court Deeds. 




















In whose right claimed. Present Claimants. Quantity. 
Ails, Amos, - - - | Amos Ails, - ‘ “ 400 
Ails, Amos, - - - Do. - - ’ 400 
Ails, Stephen, - - . Do. - ° “ 400 
Ails, Stephen, - - - Do. - - - 400 
Brown, William, — - - - | John Armstrong, - - . 423 
Bergman, Christian, - - - | Alexander Fowler, - - ° 340 
Barrackman, John, - - | John Barrackman, - - a 400 
Bradley, Samuel, = - - - | Samuel Bradley,  - - - 400 
Beckes, Permenas, - - - | Abraham Johnson, - - - 400 
Brown, Joseph, - - - | Amos Ails, - » is 400 
Brown, Frances, = - - - | Frances Brown, - - - 400 
Blackford, John, —- - - | John Blackford, — - - ‘ 136 
Blackford, Reuben, - - | Heirs of Reuben Blackfogd, — - - 136 
Brown, James, - - - |James Brown, _ - - - 136 
Cooperwriter, Henry, - - | Henry Cooperwriter, - - 340 
Cooperwriter, George, - - | Heirs of George Cooperwriter, - - 340 
Cedeter, Jacob, - - - | Christian Howe, « - o - 340 
Cardine, John, - - - | William Cochran, - - - 340 
Cardine, John, - - - | Alexander Fowler, - - - 34 
Cardine, John, - - - | Alexander Fowler, - - - 136 
Carmichael, Patrick, - - - | Patrick Carmichael, - ‘ 136 
Devenu, Samuel, - - - | Samuel Devenu, - “ ‘ 400 
Day, John, - - - | John Day, - ‘ i 400 
Day, Robert, - - - | Robert Day, - - - 400 
Dixon, Henry, - - | Amos Ails, | - ‘ - 340 
Hamilton, William, - * - | William Hamilton, - ‘ 400 
Howel, David, : - | John R. Jones, - - - 340 
Howel, William, — - - - | John R. Jones, - - . 340 
Henry, Moses, . - - | Daniel Sullivan, two tracts, — - ° 340 & 200 
Howel, Randré, - - - | Ralph Blackford,  - - . 136 
Jennings, Robert, — - - - | Heirs of Robert Jennings, - - 340 
Lunsford, Anthony, - - - | Heirs of Anthony Lunsford, — - ‘ 340 
Legrand, Gabriel, - - | John Armstrong, - ° . 136 
Long, Benjamin, —- - - | Benjamin Long, - - - 340 
Morrison, John, - mn - | John Morrison, — . ‘ 136 
Morrison, William, - - - | Heirs of William Morrison, — - - 340 
M’Clelland, John, - - - | John M’Clelland, - - P 340 
Nangle, Andrew, - - - | Andrew Nangle, - - . 120 
Pyat, Benjamin, - - - | Samuel Bradley, = - , a 340 
Philips, Henry, - - - | Amos Ails, - - ‘ 400 
Popenoe, Peter, - - - | Heirs of Peter Popenoe, - . 340 
Radley, John, (Bradley) - - | Samuel Bradley,  - ° : 400 
Robinson, Andrew, - - - | Andrew Robinson, - - . 400 
Squires, David, : - - | David Squires, - - - 400 
Sinnet, Richard, = - - - | Richard Sinnet, — - - . 136 
Thomas, James, - - - | Amos Ails, - - ‘ 340 
Wyant, Christopher, - - | Alexander Fowler, - - s 136 
Wilson, Thomas, = - - - | Thomas Wilson, - - ‘ 400 
Worthington, Wm. -  ° - - | Samuel Bradley, - ‘ - 340 
Worthington, James, - - - | James Worthington, - - 400 
Wyant, Jacob, . - - | Jacob Wyant, - - - 136 
Wilkes, Joseph, - . - | Joseph Wilkes, = - - - 340 
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Claims in right of improvements. 
=—— ————— 
In whose right claimed. Present Claimants. Quantity. 

Bordeleau, Michel, . Michel Bordeleau, - - 400 
Bordeleau, Antoine, - - | The heirs of Antoine Bordeleau, - 400 
Barrois, Jean Baptiste, - - | Jean Baptiste Barrois, - 400 
Bradley, Charles, - - | Charles Reatiey, - - - 400 
Bradley, James, - - | Charles Bradley, - - - 400 
ees Pierre, - - | Pierre Compagnotte, - - 136 
Danis, Honoré, - - | Heirs of Honoré Danis, - - 400 
Edeline, Louis, - - | Heirs of Louis Edeline, . - 400 
Fernsley, James, - - | James Fernsley, - - - 400 
Forney, Anthony, - - | Stace M’Donough, - . 400 
Gunciin, Magdalene, - - | Magdalene auntie. - - 140 
Grimarre, Pierre, Sen. - - | Heirs of Pierre Grimarre, - - 102 
Hill, ‘Thomas, - - - | Stace M’Donough, - - 400 
Lunsford, Anthony, - - | Heirs of Anthony ‘Lunsford, - - 400 
Latrimouille, Jacques, - - | Jacques Latrimouille, : - 400 
M’Mullin, James, - - | James M’Mullin, - - 400 
Mallet, Pierre, - - | Pierre Mallet, - - - 400 
M’Queen, James, - - | James M’Queen, - - - 400 
Mays, Robert, - - | Robert Mays, - - - 400 
M’Queen, Benjamin. - - | Benjamin M’Queen, - - 400 
Mills, Thomas, - - | Thomas Mills, - - - 340 
Pea, Henry, - - - | Henry Pea, - - - 400 

Popenoe, Peter, - - - | Peter Popenoe, - - - 244 40p. 
Ravalet, Louis, - . ~ | Louis Ravalet, - - - 68 
Seguin, ‘Louis, (Laderoute, ) - - | Louis Seguin, (Laderoute,) - - 400 
Ste. Marie, Joseph, - - | Robert Buntin, - - 136 
Thompson, Joseph, 7 - | Joseph Thompson, - - . 400 
Wilson, Thomas, - - | Thomas Wilson, - - - 400 

Claims for the donations as heads of fumilies. 
; 7 
In whose right claimed. | Present Claimants. Quantity. 

Bonneau, Nicholas, - - - | Nicholas Bonneau, - - - 400 
Bailey, John, - - - | John Bailey, - - - 400 
Bartheaume, Noel, - - - | Noel Bartheaume, - - - 400 
Bolon, Hyppolite,  - - - | Hyppolite Bolon,  - : - 400 
Billet, Pierre, (Beausoleil,) - - | Pierre Billet, - : - 400 
Cornoyer, Louis, —- - - | Louis Cornoyer, = - - - 400 
Chicot, Francois, = - . - | Joseph Tougas, - - - 400 
Johnson, Ezekiel, = - . - | Ezekiel Johnson, - - - 400 
Levron, widow, - - - Widow Levron, - - - 400 
Larche, Joseph, . - - a Joseph Larche, - - - 400 
Lecovinte, Francois, = as | Francois Lecointe, - - - 400 
Morrison, John, - - oe John Morrison, - S _ 400 
Richard, Marie Josephe, - Pierre Querré and wile, - - 400 
Rimbault, Pierre, Sen. - - | Pierre Rimbault,  - - . 400 
Racine, Andrew, - - - | Samuel Baird, - > 400 
Ravalet, Jean Baptiste, - - | Louis Ravalet, - - “ 400 
- | Laurent Bazadon. - - 400 


Roderigo, Diego, —- - 














Claims to the donations as militia men. 














in whose right claimed. 


Carson. Alexander, - 
Davis, Cornelius, - - 
Hinton, Vachel, - - 
L’Esperance, Jean Baptiste. - 
Morrison, William, - : 
M’ Mallen, James, - - 

M’Queen, James, - - 
M’Queen, Benjamin, - 
Robinson, James, > - 


Present Claimants. 


Quantity. 





- | Alexander Carson, 

- | Cornelius Davis, . 

- | Vachel Hinton, - 

- | Jean Baptiste L’Esperance. 
- | William Morrison, - 

- tg M’Mullen, - 

- | James M’ — 

- | Benjamin 1’Queen, 

- | James Robinson, 
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G. 
Cases not embraced by any act of Congress. 


No. 1. The United States’ Wabash and Illinois Land Companies claim a tract of land, lying between the 
mouth of a rivulet emptying into the Wabash river, about thirty-two leagues above Vincennes, and a place called 
Pointe Coupée, about twelve leagues above the said village, extending forty leagues eastward, and thirty leagues 
westward of the Wabash. Another tract of the same dimensions, from east to west, between the mouth of White 
river and the mouth of the Wabash. Both said tracts conveyed to Louis Viviat, for himself and associates, by deed 
signed by a number of the Piankeshaw Indians, therein called chiefs and sachems of the Piankeshaw nation of 
Indians, dated 18th October, 1785. 

As a small part of the aforesaid tracts lies within the district of Vincennes, the commissioners are under the ne- 
cessity of taking notice of the claim. 

It appears to the commissioners that this purchase_was a private transaction between the Indians and an indi- 
vidual, in direct violation of the proclamation of the King of Great Britain, dated 7th October, 1763, and, conse- 
quently, illegal. And as no provisions are made in any of the laws of the United States for claims of this nature, 
the commissioners reject them. 


No. 2. The French inhabitants of Vincennes claim a tract of twenty-four leagues square, joining the two tracts 
claimed by the Illinois and Wabash Land Companies. The only evidence in support of this claim is a reservation 
contained in the abovementioned deed, from the Indians, of the intermediate space between the above two tracts, 
for the use of the inhabitants of Vincennes. This reservation can be no more than the manifestation of the inten- 
tion of the Indians to make the grant, and cannot be considered as a real transfer. But, admitting it was, the deed 
itself being illegal and void, this claim must be rejected. 

No. 3. Upper Prairie.—The several persons to whom or to whose assigns the several tracts of the upper prai- 
rie have been confirmed, (as will more fully appear by reference to a map of the prairie, (Document I,) wherein 
the name of the respective claimants are inserted,) have claimed the several tracts contained within the lines AB, 
BC, the elm road CD, DK, the line KI, and the Wabash, known by the denomination of continuation, held under 
Indian deeds and in quiet possession of the several owners thereof, for at least twenty-five years. 

The original titles to the several tracts here alluded to, being derived from Indian purchases unauthorized by 
Jaw, the Governors have refused to act upon such claims, under the impression that those cases did not come within 
the powers delegated to them; and the commissioners being of the same opinion, with regard to the authority vested 
in them, refer the whole to Congress, the only competent tribunal to decide thereon. 

They will, however, observe that the present claimants may plead the same length of possession, by which 
Congress was induced to grant, by section 3d of the act of March, 1791, the Indian fields to the several possessors 
thereof, and beg leave to suggest the propriety of legislative interference. ‘ ; ’ 

B. The contents of the several tracts alluded to above, and claimed as continuations, amount, in the whole, to 
two hundred and forty-three acres and one hundred and one perches. 

No. 4. The heirs of Francois Bosseron and Ambrose Dagenet claim an uncertain quantity of land, by a grant 
from the court to Francois Bosseron and Ambrose Dagenet, dated November 20th, 1783; beginning on the northwest 
side of the Wabash, opposite Pointe Coupée, about three miles from the Wabash; thence, running at right angles 
with the Wabash, until it strikes the river_ Embarras; thence, down the said river Embarras, to within three miles 
west of the Wabash; thence, up the said Wabash, and parallel with the several courses thereof, at the distance of 
three miles therefrom, to the place of beginning; granted by order of Nicholas Perrott, Pierre Gamelin, and Pierre 
Querré, magistrates, and signed by Gabriel Legrand, clerk of the court. 

Thomas Flower claims an undivided third part of an undivided seventh part of the above entire grant, as as- 
signee of the heirs of the aforesaid Francois Bosseron. 

Thomas Flower, assignee of Ambrose Dagenet and Bosseron, claims an uncertain ‘quantity, part of the afore- 
said grant. 

Thomas Flower claims an undivided third part of an undivided fourth part of a grant made by the court to 
Pierre Querré, father, and Pierre Querré, son, of a tract beginning at the river Marie, to White river, and about 
ten leagues deep; excluding from the said grant any land they may have been already granted, as assignee of 
Pierre Querré, father. 

The heirs of Isaac Decker, assignee of Pierre Querré, father, claim two thousand acres, part of the preceding 
grant. 

Jonathan Purcell, assignee of Pierre Querré, claims five thousand acres, part of the same grant. 

Thomas Flower, assignee of Pierre Querré, claims twenty thousand acres, part of the same grant. 

Thomas Flowers claims an uncertain quantity, as assignee of the said Pierre Querré. 

Thomas Flowers claims an undivided third part of an undivided moiety of an entire grant from the court to 
Pierre Gamelin and Nicholas Perrott, dated 20th November, 1783, lying between Pointe Coupée and river Marie, 
ten leagues deep; excluding from the said grant any land that may have been already granted, as assignee of Pierre 
Gamelin. 

Thomas Flower as assignee of Pierre Gamelin, claims forty-one thousand acres, part of the preceding grant. 


Jonathan Purcell, assignee of Pierre Gamelin and Nicholas Perrott, claims twenty-seven thousand five hundred 
acres, part of the foregoing grant. 

William Purcell, assignee of Pierre Gamelin and Nicholas Perrott, claims one thousand acres, part of the same 
grant. 

Andrew Purcell, assignee of Pierre Gamelin, and Nicholas Perrott, claims one thousand acres, part of the same 
grant. 

Without dwelling on the extraordinary circumstances of the above recited supposed grants, wherein the mem- 
bers of a court of justice have made to each other such unusual donations, and appropriated to themselves such a 
large and valuable = of the country, the commissioners will observe that the State of Virginia never authorized 
the courts to grant lands. That after the cession, Congress, taking into consideration the hard case of a number of 
inhabitants, who, under the impressions that these grants were goud, had moved into Vincennes and the Illinois coun- 
try, benevolently stepped in, by the act of 1791, and directed the Governors of the territory to confirm claims of that 
description, provided the land claimed had been actually improved and cultivated, not exceeding four hundred 
acres to any one person. Considering, therefore, the present claims as grounded upon a transaction fraudulent 
ab initio, entirely unusual, (the same court never having before granted more than four hundred arpents or three 
hundred and forty acres, with a clause of actual settlement thereto annexed, ) and not contemplated by the act of 
1791, reject, in toto, all the foregoing claims. 


H. 


Special Cases. 


No. 1. The two following cases, being so peculiarly confused and blended together, put the commissioners 
under the necessity of making a special report thereon, giving therein a circumstantial history of the whole, stating 
the inferences they draw therefrom, and finally suggesting their own decision. 
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Amongst the claims contained in Judge Vanderburgh’s notice, entered on the first day of 
settled, ot written in his own hand, is to be found the following, viz. Peay et Ceamary, TOM, me 

A. ** 28. one other tract of one hundred and sixty arpents, joining the two last mentioned tracts, confirmed and 
ordered to be surveyed by order of the Governor of the territory, for Angelique Racine, only heir of Jean Baptiste 
Racine, called Beauchain, her father, and by, the said Angelique and L. Denoyon, her husband, assigned to the said 
Henry Vanderburgh.” ; 

To which is annexed the following general certificate, written in the same hand, and signed by the Secre- 
tary of the Indiana territory: 

Secretary’s Orricre, December 31, 1804. 


B. “I, John Gibson, Secretary of the Indiana territory, do certify that [have carefully examined the foregoing 
claims to land, from number one to number thirty-four inclusive, the property of Henry Vanderburgh, Esq. and that 
they have all been confirmed and ordered to be surveyed by the different Governors of the territory, as appears 
on record in the said office. Given under my hand at Vincennes, the day and date above written. 


“JOHN GIBSON, Secretary Indiana Territory.” 


The same Henry Vanderburgh entered on the same day anotice written and signed by him, with the name 
—— Racine, in the words following, viz. 
. C. _ * Notice to, &c. of the land claimed by Angelique Racine, as heir to her father, Jean Baptiste Racine, dit 
eauchain. 
**A tract of one hundred and sixty arpents, confirmed and ordered to be surveyed by the Governor of the terri- 
tory, a certified copy of which is herewith delivered.” 
Here follows the location. 


Enclosed in the above notice, and in support of the last and foregoing claims, was the following certificate in the 
same Henry Vanderburgh’s handwriting, except the words “alias Beauchain,” and signed by the Secretary of the 
territory. 

D. ‘I certify that there is an order of the Governor of the territory in my office, to survey for Angelique 
Racine, as heir of her father, Jean Baptiste Racine, one hundred and sixty arpents of land. Also, ‘ne other ict for 
one hundred and sixty arpents of land to the said Angelique Racine, as heir to her said father, Jean Baptiste Racine, 


alias Beauchain. 
“JOHN GIBSON, Secretary Indiana Territory.” 


Underneath the said certificate is written, in the same handwriting, as follows, viz. ‘* One o 
has been conveyed to Henry Vanderburgh, and is entered with his clan? ciel 

In the record of Winthrop Sargent’s entries of claims to land, made in 1797, book B, are found the followin 
entries, respectively numbered by number fifty-one and one hundred and twenty-nine, in the handwriting of the sai 
Henry Vanderburgh: — - 

E. ‘* Angelique Racine, tour arpents by forty at the Big Hill, which was granted and allotted to her father, Fran- 
cois Racine, upwards of thirty years ago. Pierre Cartier and Jean Baptiste Potevin prove the grant, allotment, and 
cultivation, in which they aided, in company with the said Racine. ‘The Jand is three miles east of the village or 
thereabouts. Decotteaux also proves the above.” -= 

F. ‘ The heirs of Jean Baptiste Beauchain, one of the first settlers of this country, claim one hundred and 
sixty arpents of land joining the donation. The land has been called for more than forty years Beauchain’s céte 
after the owner’s name. This land. from the best information, though not positively proven, seems to have been 
assigned him by the Governor of this place upwards of forty years ago. a he claim, therefore, appears to have 
gained strength from its ,ceat antiquity; and, from this consideration, we are induced to recommend it to your par- 
ticular attention. Beauchain died in the country, and never owned any other land.” 

When these claims were exhibited, Henry Vanderburgh was acting with others, as commissioner, to receive land 
claims, by appointment from Colonel Sargent. 

In consequence of the foregoing entries, the following orders of survey were issued, as recorded in Winthrop 
Sargent’s book C, containing warrants of survey, pages 24 and 34: 

G. ‘* Angelique Racine, four arpents by forty, at the Big Hill; granted and allotted to her father, Francois 
Racine, upwe rds of thirty years ago, about three miles eastward of Vincennes.” : 

H. “The heirs of Jean Baptiste Beauchain one hundred and sixty arpents of land, joining the donation. Survey 
the same, agreeably to ancient boundaries, it appearing to have been very early in the family.” 

The first order of survey, marked G, is not executed; the land being included in the donation tract, is located on 
the west side of the Wabash, and is alluded to in the entry C, of Angelique Racine, who therein calls her father 
Jean Baptiste Racine, and not Francois. 

The second order of survey H, has been executed; the land surveyed, in consequence thereof, lies, some dis- 
tance south from the donation tract, and is alluded to in the entry A of Henry Vanderburgh, the present claimant 
wherein he called Angelique Denoyon’s father Jean Baptiste Racine, alias Beauchain. hat the father of Ange- 
lique Racine should be named by the same person in one place, A and C, Jean Baptiste Racine, dit Beauchain “in 
another, G, Frangois Racine, and ina third, H and F, Jean Baptiste Beauchain, were circumstances calculated to 
awaken suspicion, inasmuch as Henry Vanderburgh is son-in-law of Angelique Racine, formerly Mrs. Cornoyer 
now Mrs. Denoyon, and could not be supposed to mistake the name of the father of his wife’s mother. ‘ 

The Secretary of the terriiory, to whom these suspicions were communicated, went into an examination of the 
books of Colonel Sargent, and sent to the commissioners the following letter, to which were prefixed the two or- 
ders of survey, marked G and H, verbatim, as they stand on Colonel Sargent’s record, properly certified and 
subscribed by him. 


To the Commissioners of the Land Office for the district of Vincennes. 


“* GENTLEMEN: 

* On the 26th of December, 1804, I signed a certificate, of which the following is a copy,” viz. " 
jows the certificate alluded to, inserted above, and marked D.] “ This certificate was sven of the Pe oo sciag 
Judge Vanderburgh, who assisted me, as Secretary of the territory, to compare the contents thereof with the ori- 
ginal record in my office. I have since found that it was not conformable to the record, but that the confirmation to 
the two tracts of land therein mentioned, made by Colonel Sargent, were in the words and figures first above writ- 
ten, (see G and H.) As the former certificate is erroneous, and done this mistake, I beg you will make the neces- 
sary alterations therein, so as it may comport with the original record. 


** | am, gentlemen, &c. 
“JOHN GIBSON, Secretary Indiana Territory.” 


With a view to throw some light on a subject involved in such obscurity, the commissioners examined Francois 
Racine, son of the late commandant, who, upon his oath, made the following answers to a series of questions put to 
him by the commissioners: 

That the name of Angelique Racine’s father was Frangois Racine, called Beauchéne. 

That the name of his own father was Jean Baptiste Racine, called, for distinction sake, Ste. Marie, formerly com- 
mandant under the British Government in this place. That Francois Racine never was called Jean Baptiste: 

That the hill above Abraham F. Snapp’s mill was called the Grand Cote and Cote a Beauchéne, and was one and 
the same place: that he never knew a man by the name of Jean Baptiste Beauchain. 

From which it appears evident that a grant of one hundred and thirty-six acres (one hundred and sixty arpents) 
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was made to Angelique Racine, in right of her father, Francois at the Grand Cote, the Big Hill: that the union of 
the christian name of Jean Baptiste Racine, alias Ste. Marie, the ancient commandant at this place, with Beauchéne, 
the additional name of Francois Racine, and making the Big Hill and Cote & Beauchéne, which are one and the 
same spot, two different places, a second grant has been obtained for a person who never had existence. ‘That the 
two notices entered by Judge Vanderburgh, for himself, as assignee of Angelique Cornoyer or Denoyon, in right of 
her father Jean Baptiste Racine, alias Beauchéne, for one hundred and thirty-six acres, and by himself for the same 
Angelique, in the same right, for a similar quantity, tally only with the certificate surreptitiously obtained from 
General Gibson, and not with the record of Winthrop Sargent, mentioned above. 

_ The commissioners are, therefore, of opinion, that the grant made to Angelique Racine, as heir to her father Fran- 
cois, ought to be confirmed, although her notice is incorrect, in claiming in the name of Jean Baptiste instead of 
Francois, her real father, nd it is entered as such in the list of confirmed claims. P 

That the Governor’s grant to the heirs of Jean Baptiste Beauchéne ought to be considered a nullity, as having 
been made to an ideal person, under a feigned name, made use of for the purpose of deceiving the Governor. 

That Henry Vanderburgh, the present claimant, cannot be considered as an innocent purchaser, as the whole 
transaction, from the beginning, has been conducted by him, and in his own handwriting, and that the land surveyed 
for the heirs of Jean Baptiste Beauchéne st:ll belongs to the United States. 

No. 2. Judge Vanderburgh entered his claim to one hundred acres of land, part of a donation tract, as assignee 
of — Hamelin, to whom claimant says the same was granted as head of a family at Vincennes, before the 
year 1783. 

John Harbin has laid claim to the remaining three hundred acres, as assignee of the said Joseph Hamelin. 

In the records of the territory is found the grant of four hundred acres to one Joseph Hamelin, to whom No. 88 
of said donation tract was allotted, now claimed by Richard Pollard, as assignee, (Document B,) and but one 
Joseph Hamelin is to be found on the record. ‘The only support of the present claim is an order of survey from 
Arthur St. Clair, directed to Robert Buntin, Surveyor of the Public Lands, found amongst the papers, whereof the 
following is a copy. (See book B, page 250.) ; 

** Survey for Joseph Hamelin, four hundred acres of land, a donation as a head of a family, contiguous to the 
donation tract, it having been proven to me that he is entitled as head of a family, in 1783, but his name omitted 
when the list was made out, and this shall be your warrant. 

*“*A. ST. CLAIR. 


**Ropert Buntin, Esq. Surveyor of Knoz. 
“ December 21, 1799.” 


The fact stated in the above order of survey, namely, that Joseph Hamelin’s name had been omitted when the 
list was made out, is evidently a mistake, since, from the records of the territory, it appears that a donation tract was 
in fact granted to one Joseph Hamelin, who drew No. 88. They, therefore, reject these claims as founded on the 
above order of survey. It remained, then, for the commissioners to consider this case as unsettled on the presumption 
—— existed another man of the same name, who might have been entitled; but of this they have obtained no 
evidence. 

No 3. James Legerwood, assignee of William Page, three hundred and forty acres, by a grant of the court, 
dated 10th March, 1782. 

The only support of this claim which has been entered, and considered by claimant as settled, is an authenti- 
cated copy of the deed of court to William Page, of the abovementioned number of acres, on Mill creek, with the 
following words, evidently in Governor St. Clair’s handwriting, viz. **to be surveyed,” endorsed on the back 
thereof; which copy was forwarded to Governor Harrison in the fall, 1804, together with sundry other papers and 
petitions, with annotations in the same handwriting. appearing to have been memoranda of the said Governor’s 
decisions thereon. ‘Those papers were handed by Governor Harrison to the Register. No confirmation of the same 
claim appears in the records of the territory. In addition to the above, it is to be observed that the land herein claimed 
has been two or three years in the possession of the claimant, a bona fide purchaser, who lives and has made valu- 
able improvements thereon. ‘The commissioners, without any evidence of cultivation and improvement, would have 
rejected this claim; but being induced to believe that it had been confirmed by Governor St. Clair, although by him 
neglected to be entered on the territorial records, have come to a determination to consider the claim as confirmed, 
and have entered the same on their books accordingly. 

No 4. Francois Hamelin and Pierre Cabassier have entered in the Register’s office their respective claims to dona- 
tion rights, as heads of families at Cahokia, and have exhibited affidavits in support thereof. 

The above claims may have been entered with the Register of the Kaskaskia district: that consideration alone 
would justify the commissioners in declining to take them up. 

But they are convinced that they have no power to enter into the investigation of claims which do not belong to 
their district, and, therefore, decline expressing any opinion on their merits. 


[Note.—See supplement to this statement, No. 136. ] 


[For document I, see annexed engraving. ] 


ViIncENNES, 20h Sepleer, 1806. 
Sir: 

1 do myself the honor of addressing you on a subject which, to me, is of the most interesting nature. The very 
extraordinary report, made by Nathaniel Ewing and John Badollet, Esquires, Commissioners of the Land Office for 
the District of Vincennes, respecting two tracts of land of one hundred and sixty arpents each, granted by Win- 
throp Sargent, acting as Governor of the territory in the year 1797, one to the heirs of Jean Baptiste Rgau- 
chene, and the other to Angelique Racine, heir to her father Francois Racine, was never communicated to me, 
until the morning of the second instant, aud then ina very contidential manner by Henry Hunt, clerk of the general 
court of the territory, at whose house both the commissioners lived during the whole time they were engaged in this 
transaction. I was never notified in any way whatever to produce any testimony, which might have explained and 
done away the doubts and difficulties which they allege existed. Nor was I ever present, or had the least know- 
. ledge of any testimony which they examined on the subject. Since this transaction has come to my knowledge, I 
have been much occupied in the general court, and have, therefore, delayed making you this communication unt'l to-day. 
I now take the liberty of soliciting you to suspend any opinion on the report, and not to expose it to the view of any 
person, until I can forward such papers, documents, and testimony, as shall prove, I trust, satisfactory to yourself, 
as well as to the committee of Congress before whom these papers are to be laid. It is probable they will be sent 
on by Mr. Park, the delegate of this territory. 


I am, with the greatest respect and regard, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 


HENRY VANDERBURGH. 


Axpert Gatiatin, Esq. 
[Note.—See supplemental report, No. 136.] 
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No. 133. [2d_Szsstow. 


9th ConerEss. ] 








APPLICATION FOR THE SALE OF THE RESERVED LANDS IN OHIO. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, DECEMBER 30, 1806, 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
the undersigned inhabitants of the county of Columbiana, in the State of Ohio, respectfully represent: 


_ That your petitioners consider the extraordinary price set upon the reserved sections Nos. 15, 21, and 22, in the 
original surveyed townships in said county, to be an indirect denial of the sales of these lands, as experience must 
have proved beyond a doubt that they will not sell, in any reasonable time, for eight dollars per acre; and, as the 
United States have such immense quantities of land in market, it is considered by us that it cannot be an object 
to keep them up at so extravagant a price, and the more especially when it is so injurious to the settlements and grow- 
ing prosperity of our infant State. These considerations being premised, we shall now proceed to state specifically the 
injury we sustain in consequence thereof. In the first place, these sections being situated in the heart of the ori- 
ginal surveyed townships, and remaining in their rude and uncultivated state, cuts off that communication and cor- 
respondence so desirable and necessary in civil society. Secondly, they cannot be described in truer terms than a 
harbor in the bosom of each township for wolves, panthers, bears, and other destructive animals. Thirdly, it com- 
pletely frustrates the object of our State Legislature, in the incorporation of the original surveyed townships; because, 
by remaining a wilderness, it prevents the citizens thereof from assembling in the centre, for the purpose of trans- 
acting their ordinary local concerns. Roads must be kept up through them, at a great expense, without deriving the 


» proper advantages therefrom. Fourthly, on some of these sections are mill-seats, that would be of great advantage 


could they be improved; but, in consequence of the high price of these lands, improvements of this kind appear 
impracticable; and we are, therefore, deprived of enjoying those advantages which nature has offered. Fifthly, it 
greatly retards that population and those improvements so desirable in our young and _ rising State: and it is consi- 
dered by us that no class of citizens are benefited by the measure, except the speculator who holds thousands for 
sale. We, your petitioners, therefore, being fully impressed with a belief, and having the highest confidence that 
the General Government are disposed, and will, upon all proper occasions, promote the welfare of the States, indi- 
vidually, consistent with the honor and interest of the Union; and that, had a representation been heretofore made 
on the subject to Congress, the evil now complained of would have been removed before this: we, therefore, pray 
that these lands may be offered for sale in quarter sections, for such price as they may bring; and as leases have 
been granted for a few of these lots, and their term not yet expired, it is presumed that if a law was passed, direct- 
ing the sales of these lands, generally, the leased sections must be sold subject to that incumbrance. It is, therefore, 
respectfully submitted whether it would not be proper to give the right of pre-emption, at a fixed and reduced price, 
to the lessees, until the expiration of their term. This would not only operate as a spur to care and industry, but 
place the lessees and their posterity in a situation of enjoying the fruits of their labor; and your petitioners will ever 


pray, &c. . 
JOHN HOOVER and others. 





No. 134. [2d Session. 





9th Coxecress. ] 








VIRGINIA MILITARY LAND WARRANTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 30, 1806. 


Mr. Boye, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a resolution directing an inquiry into the 
expediency of repealing so much of the act of Congress of the 23d of March, 1804, as limits the time in which 
locations of Virginia military warrants shall be made, made the following report: 

That, by the act of cession by which Virginia ceded to the United States the territory northwestward of the river 
Ohio, it is provided, as a condition upon which the cession was made, ‘* That, in case the quantity of good lands on 
the southeast side of the Ohio, upon the waters of Cumberland river, and between the Green river and Tennessee 
river, which have been reserved by law for the Virginia troops upon continental establishment, should, from the 
North Carolina line bearing in further upon the Cumberland lands than was expected, prove insufficient for their 
legal bounties, the deficiency should be made up to the said troops in good lands, to be laid off between the rivers 
Scigto and Little Miami, on the northwest side of the river Ohio, in such proportions as have been engaged to them 
by the laws of Virginia.” ; 

As there is no limitation of time expressed in this condition, it may reasonably admit of a doubt whether the act 
of the 23d of March, 1804, limiting the time in which Virginia military warrants should be made, and the surveys 
thereon returned, is not an infraction of the terms of the cession. But the principle upon which that act is founded 
has been repeatedly recognized by Congress. Every act limiting a period within which persons having claims upon 
the Government should make application for the payment or satisfaction of their demands, the right to which, when 
acquired, was not subject to such limitation, is evidently bottomed upon the same principle. There appears to be 
as strong reasons for a limitation in the present instance as in any other that has or can occur. It is believed that 
there is a considerably greater quantity of land within the boundary reserved for the use of the officers and soldiers 
of Virginia on the continental establishment, than is sufficient to satisfy all the unlocated warrants; but as it is not 
only unknown what is the amount of those warrants, but as it is in the option of those holding them when or whether 
ever they will locate them or not, it must forever remain uncertain what is the quantity of land subject to be other- 
wise disposed of, if there is no period fixed beyond which locations shall not be made. There being, however, a 
considerable number of unlocated warrants still extant, held as well by minors as others, who were either ignorant 
of the limitation, or whose interest has been neglected by those who represented them, and the object of the limita- 


tion being not to preclude, but to hasten the location of those warrants, both justice and policy require that there 


should be a further extension of the time. —_ 
It may be further observed, that, from the manner in which locations have been made, there are many conflicting 

claims to land within the territory reserved by the State of Virginia for the use of her officers and soldiers. 

act of Congress of the 13th of May, 1800, 
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eviction, and locate, survey, and patent the same on any vacant land within the reserved territory; as, from the 
recent settlement of that country, but few losses or evictions can bits have taken place, to refuse to prolong the time 
for locations, would, in a great measure, deprive parties to interfering claims of the right of availin themselves of 
the provisions of the law designed for their benefit. The committee, for these reasons, submit the following resolu- 


tion: : . ; 
Resolved, That a further time of years from the 23d of March next be allowed for locating warrants 
granted by the State of Virginia to her officers and soldiers upon continental establishment, and that a further time 

















of years from the said 23d of March next be allowed to return surveys on said locations. 
Oth Coneress. } No. 135. [2d Session. 
LAND CLAIMS IN THE MICHIGAN TERRITORY. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, JANUARY 2, 1807. 
Treasury Department, December 30th, 1806. 
Sir: 


I have the honor, in conformity with the several acts making provision for the disposal of the public lands in 
the territories of Indiana and Michigan, to enclose the transcript of decisions made by the commissioners in favor 
of claimants to land in the district of Detroit. : t a ‘he 

It appears that they have confirmed only eight [six] claims; and their report of rejections was received so late, 
and is so voluminous, that there was not time to have it transcribed. ‘The original has been transmitted to Congress. 
But as the claims are there arranged in the order in which they were acted upon by the Board, and are not divided 
into classes, according to their nature, a copy of a letter from the commissioners, dated 1st December, 1805, is 
herewith transmitted, [see No. 126, page 266] which gives a more general view of the subject than is exhibited in 
the report itself. : ; 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 


The Honorable the PresipEnt of the Senate. 


REPORT. 


The following is a report of the claims to lands in the district of Detroit, which have been affirmed by the com- 
missioners appointed to investigate such claims: 

Ist. Jean Marte Beausren.—The claim of Jean Marie Beaubien to a tract of land lying on the north side of 
river Detroit, containing two arpents in front by twenty in depth, bounded in front by said river, in rear by another 
parcel of land claimed by the said Jean Marie Beaubien, on the northeast by the lands of , and on the south- 
west by the lands of . 

2d. Fexix Pettrirer.—The claim of Felix Peltier to a tract of land lying on the north side of river Detroit, 
containing four arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by said river, in rear by unconceded lands, on 
the east-northeast by a farm in possession of George Meldrum, and on the west-southwest by a farm now in pos- 
session, and claimed by Maurice Moran. 

3d. Francis Paut Matcuer.—The claim of Francis Paul Matcher to a tract of land lying on the north side of 
river Detroit, containing four arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by the said river, in rear by 
another parcel claimed by the aforesaid Francis Paul Matcher, on the east-northeast by another parcel of land 
claimed by the same Francis Paul Matcher, and on the west-southwest by the farm claimed and possessed by 
Nicholas Boyer. 

4th. Antoine Moras.—Mary Boyer, widow of Antoine Moras, deceased, as well on behalf of herself, as the 
widow and relict of Antoine Moras, as in behalf of their children, acting as their natural guardian and next friend, 
claims a tract of land lying on the north side of river Detroit, containing three acres in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by the said river, in rear by unconceded lands, on the east-northeast by a farm belonging to the 
heirs of the late Colonel Francis Hamtramck, deceased, and on the west-southwest by the farm of Francis Paul 
Matcher, above described. 

5th. Georce Metprum.—The claim of George Meldrum to a tract of land lying on the north side of river 
Detroit, containing four arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by the said river, in rear by uncon- 
ceded lands, on the east-northeast by the farm now in the possession of Louis Beaufait, and on the west-southwest 
by the farm of Felix Peltier, described above. 


6th. CuartEs Gouin and Nicuoras Govin.—The claim of Charles Goiiin and Nicholas Goiiin to a tract of land 
lying on the north side of river Detroit, containing two acres in front by twenty in depth, bounded in front by the 
said rivet, in rear by another parcel of lands claimed by them, on the east-northeast by the farm of Antvine De- 
quindre, and on the west-southwest by the lands claimed by the heirs of Vivard, deceased. 
GEORGE HOFFMAN, 
Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


FREDERICK BATES, 
Receiver of Public Moneys. 











The Hon. Apert Gauxatin, Esq., Secretary of the Treasury. 
March 6th, 1806. 


[Additional reports furnished by the General Land Office. ] 
No. 1. 


Copy of the minutes of the proceedings of the Board of Commissioners at Detroit, began on the 29th day of June, 
Monpay, June 29, 1807. 
Stanley Griswold, Peter Audrain, and James Abbott, met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, at the Land Office in 
the town of Detroit, as commissioners for the purpose of examining the claims of persons claiming land in the 
district of Detroit, pursuant to the act of Congress entitled ‘ An act regulating the grants of land in the territory of 
Michigan, and approved the 3d day of March, 1807;” and, after being sworn according to law, they did enter into 
the duties of their office. 
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The Register delivered to the Board all the books and other papers in his possession, relating to such claims. 
And there being no business ready, the Board was adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


Tuespay, June 30th, 1807. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. j ‘ 


No. 1. E. Brusa.—The claim of John Askin, (numbered twoin his notice of the 28th December, 1804) and 
entered in full length in the second volume of minutes of the late commissioners, page 277, was taken into consider- 
ation; and, hereupon, Elijah Brush, of Detroit, appeared, and produced to the Board a deed of conveyance, in fee 
simple, of the said tract of land, from the said John Askin to him, bearing date the 31st day of October, 1806, in 
which deed are excepted a jot of one arpent, or French acre, in front, upon the said river Detroit, extending back to 
the distance of two hundred and sixty feet from the water edge, and which is now owned and possessed by Henr 
Berthelet; and, also, the lots adjoining on what was formerly called the commons, and which now lie on the nort 
side of the Governor’s house, on the main street in the new town of Detroit, being all of them an arpent, or French 
acre, in depth, to the extremity of Baptiste Lapierre’s claim, and which have been heretofore sold off and conveyed 
by the said John Askin, are exceptions to the foregoing conveyance, and are not conveyed, or intended to be con- 
veyed, by the said John Askin unto the said Elijah Brush; which said deed is in the following words, viz: 


** To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


**Be it known that I, John Askin, of Sandwich, in the province of Upper Canada, for and in consideration of 
the sum of six thousand doilars, lawful money of the United States, to me in hand, before the ensealing hereof, well 
and truly paid by Elijah Brush, Esq. of Detroit, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, and myself there- 
with am fully satisfied, contented, and paid, and thereof, and every part and parcel thereof, do exonerate, acquit, 
and forever discharge him, the said Elijah Brush, his heirs, executors, and administrators; by these presents, have 
given, granted, bargained, sold, aliened, conveyed, and confirmed, and by these presents do freely, fully, and 
absolutely give, grant, bargain, and sell, alien, convey, and confirm, unto him, the said Elijah Brush, his heirs, and 
assigns, forever, all that capital messuage and tenement, or farm, and farming houses, situate, lying, and being’on 
the Detroit, or strait of Lake Erie, lying mostly in what is now called the new town of Detroit, containing two 
arpents, or French acres, in front upon the said strait or river Detroit, by eighty in depth, (except as hereinafter 
excepted) being the same tract of land, that is to say, forty in depth, by two in breadth, on the said river, or strait 
of Lake Erie, that was ceded and granted by Charles Marquis de Beauharnois, Knight of the Royal and Military 
Order of St. Louis, &c. &c. and Gilles Hocquart, Knight and Member of the King’s Baise Council, &c. &c. on the 
Ist day of May, 1747. to Eustache Gamelin, his heirs and assigns, &c. And afterwards, to wit: on the 15th day 
of March, A. D. 1759, other forty arpents, or French acres, in depth, by two in breadth, directly in rear of the forty, 
first aforesaid, that were ceded and granted by Piquolée de Bellestre, military and civil commandant for the King, 
at Detroit, unto Jacques Pilet, his heirs, and assigns, making in all, eighty arpents, or French acres, in depth, by 
two in breadth, and bounded on all sides, as is particularly set forth and explained in the originals, or concessions. 
To have and to hold the said granted and bargained premises, with all the appurtenances, privileges, and commo- 
dities, to the same belonging, or in any wise appertaining, to him, the said Elijah Brush, his heirs and assigns, for- 
ever, to his and their own proper use, benefit, and behoof, forever. And I, the said John Askin, for myself, my 
heirs, executors, and administrators, do covenant, promise, and grant, to and with the said Elijah Brush, his heirs 
and assigns, that, before the ensealing and delivery hereof, I am the sole, true, and lawful owner of the above bar- 
gained premises, and am fully seised and possessed of the same in my own proper right, as a good, perfect, and 
absolute estate of inheritance, in fee simple, and have in myself good right, full power, and lawful authority to 
grant, bargain, sell, convey. and confirm said bargained premises in manner as aforesaid; and that the said Elijah 
Brush, his heirs and assigns, shall and may, from time to time, and at all times forever hereafter, by force and 
virtue of these presents, lawfully, peaceably, and quietly, have, hold, use, occupy, possess, and enjoy the said 
demised and bargained premises, with the appurtenances, free and clear, and freely and clearly acquitted, exone- 
rated, and discharged of from all and all manner of former or other gifts, grants, bargains, sales, leases, mortgages, 
wills, entails, jointures, dowries, judgments, executions, or incumbrances, of whatever name or nature soever, 
that might in any measure or degree obstruct or make void this present deed. ‘This grant is, however, made 
subject to the following exceptions, to wit: the lot of one arpent, or French acre, in front, upon the said river 
Detroit, extending back to the distance of two hundred and sixty feet from the water edge, and which is now owned 


t 
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and possessed by Henry Berthelet, as also the lots adjoining, on what was formerly called the common, and which 
now lie on the north side of the Governor’s house on the main street in the new town of Detroit, being all of 
them one arpent, or French acre, in depth, to the extremity of Baptiste Lapierre’s claim, and which have hereto- 
fore been sold off and conveyed by the said John Askin, are exceptions to the foregoing conveyance, and are not 
conveyed, or intended to be conveyed, by the said John Askin unto the said Elijah Brush. Furthermore, I, the said 
John Askin, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, do covenant and engage the above demised pre- 
mises, (with the exceptions, as aforesaid) unto him, the said Elijah Brush, his heirs, and assigns, against the lawful 
claims and demands of any person or persons whatsoever, forever hereafter to warrant, secure, and defend, by 
these presents. In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my seal, at Sandwich aforesaid, this 


3ist day of October, A. D. 1806, 
JOHN ASKIN. [1.s.] 


Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
Louis Bante. 
ALex. ASKIN. 


Col. Antoine Beaubien was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de 
posed and said, that John Askin was in actual possession of the premises two or three years previous to the Ameri- 
can Government_taken possession of this country, in 1796, and continued until 1802, since which time Elijah Brush 
has been in constant possession. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with 
the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. And the certi- 
ficate shall be No. 1. 

No. 2. Anrorne Beausien.—The claim of Antoine Beaubien, which was entered with the late commissioners in 
full length in the second volume of Minutes, page 251, under the date of the 26th December, 1804, was taken into 
considerations whereupon, Charles St. Bernard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, 
being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, to his knowledge, the claimant has been in continued possession and occu- 
pancy of the said tract of land at least twenty-five years. ; : ; P 

And tiereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 2; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Wennespay, July 1st, 1807. 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 3. Martnew Exriot.—The claim of Matthew Elliot, which was entered with the former commissioners, 
in full length, in volume 2, page 235, under the date of the 28th February, 1805, was taken into consideration; where- 
upon, Robert Abbott was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the ciaimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and 
said, that he knows that Matthew Elliot was in emp 9 and occupancy of the premises a long time previous to 
the ist of July, 1796, and that, since that time to this day, he has tenanted thé’premises. 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the lot and premises so claimed 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 3; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

No. 4. Exusan Brusu.—The claim of Elijah Brush, trustee for Alexander M’Kee, the younger, which was 
entered with the former commissioners, in full length, in volume 2, page 232, under the date of the 28th February, 
1805, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Robert Abbott was brought foward as a witness in behalf of the 
claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that he knows that Alexander M’Kee, the elder, was in posses- 
sion and occupancy of the premises a long time before the first of July, 1796, and that, since that time to this day, 
the premises have been tenanted by Thomas M’Kee, the father of the said Alexander M’Kee, the younger, and 
Flijah Brush, as trustee, to the date hereof. , ) ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the lot and premises so 
claimed, and that he have acertificate threeof, which certificate shall be No. 43; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 5. Cuartes Moran.—The claim of Charles Moran, which was entered in full length with the former 
commissioners in volume 2, page 102, under the date of the 2ist February, 1806, was taken into consideration; 
whereupon, Antoine Rivard was brought forward as a witness in behalf ot the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that to his certain knowledge the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises at 
least four years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, and has continued ever since that time to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 5; and that he cause the same to be surveyed 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

No. 6. Louis Moran.—The claim of Louis Moran, which was entered in full length with the former commis- 
sioners in volume 2, page 102, under the date of the 2Ist February, 1806, was taken into consideration; where- 
upon, Antoine Rivard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed 
and said, that to his certain knowledge the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises at least four 
years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, and has continued ever since that time to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 6; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 

No. 7. Maurice Moran.—The claim of Maurice Moran, which was entered in full length with the former com- 
missioners in volume 2, page 104, under the date of the 22d of February, 1806, was taken into consideration; where- 
upon, Joseph Louis Tremblé was brought forward as a witness ;in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that he knows that Batiste Meloche was in possession and occupancy of the premises more than 
seventeen years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, and has ever since continued in possession and occupancy jointly 
with the claimant. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 7; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, anda 
oh of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at 

etroit. 
And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, July 2d, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 8. CatHertne Dequinpre.—The claim of Catherine Dequindre, which was entered in full length with the 
former commissioners under the date of the 10th of January, 1806, in the 2d volume of Minutes, page 56, was taken 
into consideration; whereupon, Louis Moran was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises from the 25th day 
of March, 1795, to this day, without any interruption. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said tract of land, and 
that she have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 8; and that she cause the same to be surveyed, and 
. plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at 

etroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

: Fripay, July 3d, 1807. 

The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 9. Joun Rosert McDovcati.—The claim of John Robert McDougall, which was entered in full length 
with the former Commissioners of the Land Office, at Detroit, in the 2d vol. of Minutes, page 239, under the date of 
the 28th February, 1806, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Benoil Chapoton was brought forward as a wit- 
ness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant, to his knowledge, was in 
— and occupancy of the premises three years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, and has continued so to this 

ay. 
"hii thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 9; and that he cause the same to be surve ed, 
a a og - the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
ce at Detroit. 


No. 10. Lovrs Moran.—The claim of Louis Moran, as guardian of the minor children and heirs of the late 
Frangois Campeau, dit Bazile, which was entered in full length with the former commissioners, in the 2d vol. of Mi- 
nutes, page 49, under the date of the 2d January, 1806, was taken inte consideration; whereupon, Benoit Chapoton 
was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the late 
Francois Campeau was in possession and occupancy of the premises until January, 1796, when he died, and that 
from that time to this day, the heirs have tenanted the said premises by their guardian, the present claimant. ’ 

And_ thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land 
as guardian, and for the use and benefit of the said minor children; and that he have a certificate thereof, which 
certificate shall be No. 10; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of 
land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 11. Benorr Cuaporon.—The claim of Benoit Chapoton, which was entered in full length with the former 
commissioners, in the Ist vol. of Minutes, page 237, under the date of the 30th of January, 1806, was taken into con- 
sideration; whereupon, John Robert McDougall was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who 
being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant was in the possession and occupancy of the premises previous 
to the Ist day of July, 1796, and has continued so, without any interruption, to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 11; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
(Office at Detroit. AS 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon, 
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Monpay, July 6th, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. . 

No. 12. Cuartes Gourn.—The claim of Charles Goiiin to one arpent and three quarters of an arpent in front, 
by sixty arpents in depth, and which had been entered with the former commissioners in the Ist vol. page 430, under 
the date of the 21st December, 1805, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Lewis Moran was brought forward 
as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant was in possession 
and occupancy of the premises many years previous to the 1st of July, 1796; and has continued so to this day, with- 
out any interruption. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid piece of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 12; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. 3 

No. 13. Nicnotas Govin.—The claim of Nicholas Goiiin to one arpent and three quarters of an arpent in front, 
the three quarters of an arpent extending from the river,'in depth sixty arpents, and one arpent extending in depth 
to eighty arpents, and which was entered with the former commissioners in full length in the Ist vol. page 430, un- 
der the date of the 21st December, 1805, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Jacques Campeau was _ brought 
forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant has been 
in possession and continued occupancy of the premises for twenty-five years lust preceding this date. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners thatthe claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 13; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. 
No. 14. Cuartes Pertier.—The claim of Charles Peltier to three arpents, or French acres, in front, by forty in 
gth with the former commissioners, as containing. five arpents in front, in vol. 


depth, which was entered in full len } 3 a 
2d, page 71, under the date of the 24th January, 1806, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Jacques Campeau 


was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the claim- 
ant has been in possession and continued occupancy of the premises since the 24th January, 1794, to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that thé claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land of 
three arpents in front, by forty in depth, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 14; and 
that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be 
returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 15. Puituis Pertier.—The claim of Phillis Peltier to four arpents, or French acres, in front, by forty in 
depth, which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2d, 
page 78, under the date of the 4th February, 1806, and was aflirmed by the said commissioners, was taken into con- 
sideration. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 15; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. 

No. 16. Francis P. Marcuer.—The claim of Francis Paul Matcher to five arpents, or French acres, in front, by 
eighty in depth, which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
vol. 2d, page 311, under the date of the 7th of March, 1806, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Phillis Peltier 
was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being meri sworn, deposed and said, that the prem- 
ises were in the possession and continued occupancy of the family of William St. Bernard many years previous to 
the Ist of July, 1796, and continued so until the present claimant purchased in 1802, who has continued in the pos- 
session and occupancy of the same to this day. d ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 16; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. ; } 
And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 





Tuespay, July 7th, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and there being no business, it was ad- 
journed to to-morrow, at 10 o’clock in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, July 8th, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 17. Francois Gourn.—The claim of Francois Goiiin to two and a half arpents. or French acres, in front, b 
sixty in depth, which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 
2d, page 63, under the date of the 17th January, 1806, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Bazile Thibault was 
brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant 
was in possession and continued occupancy of the premises many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, and has con- 
tinued so to this day. , , 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 17; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. 

No. 18. George Mrtprum.—The claim of George Meldrum to four arpents, or French acres, in front, by forty 
arpents in depth, which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 
2d, page 235, under the date of 28th February, 1805, was taken into consideration; whereupon, James McDonald was 
brought foward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant 
was in possession and occupancy of the premises previous to the first of July, 1796, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 18; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned till to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Tuurspay, Jtily 9th, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The claim of Gasriet CuENE, entered with the former commissioners, in vol. 2, page 256, for nine arpents in front, 
by eighty arpents in depth, under the date of 28th February, 1806, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Jean 
Baptiste Chapoton was brought forward as a witness, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that Jean Baptiste 
Campeanu, father-in-law of the claimant, was in possession and occupancy of the three arpents,in the middle of the 
said nine arpents, more than thirty years ago, and continued in the possession and occupancy of the same until he 
sold it to the present claimant; and that the said claimant, from the day he purchased to this day, has continued in 
the possession and occupancy of the said tract. ‘The deponent further says, that in January, 1782, he accompanied 
Jacques Campeau, Jean Baptiste Campeau, and Simon Campeau, three brothers, each of whom then occupied three 
arpents of the said nine arpents, when they made the divisions of the three farms, commencing at the river Detroit, and 





extending in depth about eighty arpents, each of them retaining three arpents in front; and that ever since that divi- 
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sion was made, Jacques Campeau and the late Simon Campeau have been in the possession and occupancy, each of 
their respective farms. ‘The deponent doth further say, that it was at the special request of Jean Baptiste Campean, 
father-in-law of the claimant, that he, the deponent, accompanied the three brothers se they divided the three farms. 

At the request of the claimant, and he declaring on oath that he believes that he can bring forward material evi- 
cae in his behalf, the commissioners postponed the consideration of this claim until Monday next, at ten o’clock in 
the forenoon. 

And then the Board adjourned till to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Frivay, July 10th, 1807. 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 19. Louis Benrait, Senior.—The claim of Louis Benfait, Senior, to four arpents, or French acres, in front, 
by forty arpents in depth, which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in the Ist vol. page 409, under the date of the 12th December, 1805, was taken into consideration; where- 
upon, George Meldrum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed 
= -~ that the claimant has been in possession and continued occupancy of the premises for thirty years, until 
this day. ’ 3 : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 19; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 


at Detroit. 
And then the Board adjournment till Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


Monpay, July 13th, 1807. 
The board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
The commissioners took up the claim of Gabriel Chene, and evidence was adduced and heard; whereupon, Jean 
Baptiste Campeau, father-in-law to the claimant, came forward, and prayed that time may be allowed him until 
to-morrow morning to enter his caveat against the granting of a certificate to the present claimants and it was granted 


him. 
And then the Board adjourned till to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


Tuespay, July 14th, 1807. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
Jean Baptiste Campeau appeared, and filed an affidavit and caveat against a certificate being granted to Gabriel 
Chene; and thereupon the further consideration of the claim of the said Gabriel Chene was postponed. 
And then the Board adjourned till to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, July 15th, 1807. 


The board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 20, Roperr Navarre.—The claim of Robert Navarre to four arpents in front by forty arpents in depth, which 
was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 2d vol. page 126, under the 
date of the 21st February, 1806, was taker. into consideration; whereupon, Gabriel Chene was brought forward as a 
witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant was in possession and 
a : the premises many years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, and has continued so without any interrup- 
tion to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 203 and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a 
plot of the survey, with the quantity therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 21. Prerre D. Lasapi.—The claim of Pierre Descontes, dit Labadi, to three arpents. or French acres, in front, 
by forty in depth, which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Latid Office at Detroit, in 
2d vol. page 128, under the date of the 2Ist February, 1806, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Robert 
Navarre was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the 
claimant was in possession and occupancy many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, and has continued so without 
any interruption to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate is to be No. 21; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
-~ plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Laud Office 
at Detroit. 


And then the Board adjourned till to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, July 16th, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’ciock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 22. Josern Beavpten.—The claim of Joseph Beaubien to three arpents, or French acres, in front. by forty 
in depth, which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in the 2d 
vol. page 96, under the date of the 10th February, 1806, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Alexis Labadi was 
brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that Eutreau, dit 
Francis Navarre, was in possession and occupancy of the premises many years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, 
and continued so until he sold it to the claimant in 1797; and that the claimant, since that time to this day, has been 
in continued possession and occupancy of the same. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 223 and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. 

No. 23. Francois GaMELin.—The claim of Frangois Gamelin to two arpents, or French acres, in front, by forty 
in depth, which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in the 2d 
volume, page 97, under the date of the 11th February, 1806, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Dominick 
Labrosse was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that 
the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises more than ten years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, 
and has continued so to this day, without any interruption. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 23; and that he cause the same to be surveyed. 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. 

No. 24, Atexts Lazapi.—The claim of Alexis Labadi to two arpents, or French acres, in front, by forty in 
depth, which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in the 2d 
volume, page 98, under the date of the 13th of February, 1806, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Dominick 
Labrosse was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that 
the claimant has been in a continued possession and occupancy of the premises since the year 1704 to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shail be No. 24; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. 
And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


san : Frinay, July 17th, 1807. 
The board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
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Josern Weaver, of the district of Detroit, appeared, and produced his claim to a certain tract of land lying on 
the river Rouge, as grantee of the widow and sons of the late Willliam Hurt, deceased; which claim was entered in 
full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, by the late William Hurt, in volume Ist, 
page 22, under the date of 2d of January, 1805; whereupon, John Shaw was brought forward as a witness in behalf 
of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, about one year before the death of William Hurt, 
the said William Hurt told him, when he was very ill, that, if he died, his wish was that his farm and personal pro- 

erty should be enjoyed by his wife during her natural life; and that, after her death, his farm should be divided 
wre fon his three sons, and his personal property to be equally divided amongst all his children, boys and girls; 
and he requested the deponent to put in writing the above declaration; the deponent did so, and the paper was put 
in the hands of the wife of the said William Hurt. ‘The deponent further says that he believes that the said William 
Hurt, at that time, and since, until his death, considered the said writing as a sufficient will. 

Witiiam Murpny, son-in-law of the deceased William Hurt, appeared before the commissioners, and entered a 
caveat against a certificate being granted to Joseph Weaver, the present claimant, alleging for his reasons that his 
wife, Oney, is one of the legal heirs of the estate of the late William Hurt, deceased, and has never relinquished 
her share in the estate of her father; whereupon, the commissioners postponed to Wednesday next the further con- 
sideration of this claim. 


No. 25. Cuartes Lapapi.—The claim of Charles Labadi to a tract of land on river Rouge, of three arpents, or 
French acres, in front, and extending in depth to the line of the lands of the St. Cosme’s family, not to exceed 
eighty arpents, which was entered in full length by Alexis Labadi, his father, with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2d, page 98, under the date of the 13th February, 1806, was taken into considera- 
tion; whereupon, Jean Baptiste Sanscrainte was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that the father of the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises frum 
the year 1781 until about nine years ago, when he sold it to this claimant, who has ever since been in possession 
and occupancy of the same. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 25; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

; Saturpay, July 18, 1807. 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 26. Joseru Serre.—The claim of Joseph Serre, dit St. Jean, to three arpents, or French acres, in front, by 
forty in depth, which was entered at full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
volume 2d, page 100, under the date of the 19th February, 1806, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Joseph 
Laderoute was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, 
that the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises before the Ist July, 1796, and has continued so 
ever since to this day. ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 26; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
_ a ag of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 

ce at Detroit. 


No. 27. James Pettier.—The claim of James Peltier to three arpents, or French acres, in front, by forty in 
depth, which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2d, 
page 99, under the date of the 18th February, 1806, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Antoine Dequindre 
was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that a long 
time previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the premises were in possession and occupancy of Bernard Campeau, who 
sold the same to James May the Ist January, 1798; and James May occupied the same until the 10th October, 1800, 
— he sold to the present claimant, who has been in possession and occupancy of the same from that time to this 

ay. 

“ai thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 27, and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Monpay, July 20, 1807. 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 28. Resecca Cissne.—The claim of Rebecca Cissne, late the widow of Joseph Cissne, Esq., deceased, and 
administratrix to the estate of the said deceased, and now wife of Hugh McVay, to seven and a half arpents, or 
French acres, in front, by forty in depth, bounded in front by the river Rouge, and in rear by unconceded lands, 
which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume Ist, page 
245, under the date of the 30th January, 1805, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Pierre Dumay was brought 
forward asa witness on behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the late Joseph Cissne 
was in possession and occupancy of the premises many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, and did continue so 
until his death, since which time the claimant, administratrix as aforesaid, has been in continued possession and 
occupancy to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant, as administratrix, is entitled to the afure- 
said tract of land, and that she have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 28; and that she cause the 
same to be surveyed, and a = of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained. to be returned to the Re- 
gister of the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 29. Cuaries RovutEav.—The claim of Charles Rouleau to one and a half arpent, or French acre, in front, 
extending in depth to the Pattawatamies road, leading to St. Joseph, which was entered in full length with the for- 
mer Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2. page 41, under fhe date of the 30th December, 1805, was 
taken into consideration; whereupon, Pierre Dumay was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, 
who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that William Hurt, deceased, was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises previous to the Ist July, 1796, and until the 4th Jul , 1803, when he m2 the same to the claimant, who, 
since that time, hath been in possession and occupancy of the premises to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 29; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and - plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be delivered to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 


No. 30. Marruew Ernest.—The claim of Matthew Ernest to seven arpents, or French acres, in front, by 
forty in depth, which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
vol. 2, pages 228 and 301, under the date of the 26th February, 1805, was taken into consideration; whereupon 
Witmore Knags was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed an 
said, that he knows that, previous to the first day of July, 1796, Mr. John Askin was in possession and occupancy 
of one arpent; Francis Lafontaine, of three arpents; and Gabriel Godfroy, of three arpents; and continued so, with- 
— any interruption, until they sold to the claimant, who, since that time to this day, has possessed and occupied 
the same. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners, that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid premises, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 30; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and 
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a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 


No. 31. JoserpH Kirsurn.—The claim of Joseph Kilburn to ten arpents, or French acres, in front, on river Rouge 
extending back to the line of the lands of the St. Cosme’s family, (not to exceed, in the whole, six hundred an 
forty acres,) which was entered in ful! length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 
ist, page 279, under the date of 2d February, 1805, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Pierre Dumay was 
brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant; who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that Messrs. Mel- 
drum and Park were in possession and occupancy of the premises previous to the Ist July, 1796, and until the 2d 
rad -_ 1804, when they sold to the claimant, who has been in possession and occupancy since that time 
to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 31, and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
andaplot ofthe survey,with the quantity therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 32. Jonn Cissne.—The claim of John Cissne to fourarpents, or French acres, in front, on river Rouge, extend- 
ing in depth to the lineof the lands of the St. Cosme’s family, (not to exceed, in the whole, six hundred and forty acres, ) 
which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 44, 
under the date of the 16th February, 1805, was taken into considerations; whereupon, Frangois Chovin was brought 
forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant was in 
possession and occupancy previous to the Ist of July, 1796, and has been until this day. ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land; 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 32; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 


No. 33. Francois Cuovin.—-The claim of Frangois Chovin to six and a half arpents, or French acres, in front, 
on river Rouge, by forty arpents in depth, which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at Detroit, in vol. Ist, page 13, under the date of 4th November, 1805, was taken into consideration; 
whereupon, John Cissne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that the claimant has been in continued possession and eccupancy from the Ist July, 1793, to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land; 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 33; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
- a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 


No. 34. Francois Durocuer.—The claim of Francois Durocher to three arpents, or French acres, in front, on 
river Rouge, by forty in depth, which was entered in full length by the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. Ist, page 86, under the date of the 16th January, 1805, was taken into consideration; whereupon, 
Frangois Chovin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and 
said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Thomas Cox was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and con- 
tinued so until the same was sold by the sheriff of the county of Wayne, by virtue of a warrant of the commission- 
ers of the said county of Wayne, for taxes received by the said Thomas Cox, as collector, and unpaid; since which 
time, the claimant has been in possession and occupancy of the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 34; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
-— a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 


No. 35. Wii1am Cissne.—The claim of William Cissne to eight arpents, or French acres, on river Rouge, by 
forty in depth, which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office, at Detroit, in 
vol. Ist, page 42, under the date of the 4th November, 1805, was taken into consideration; whereupon Francois 
Chovin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that 
the —— was in possession and occupancy of the premises previous to the Ist July, 1796, and has continued so 
to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 35; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
pry a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 


No. 36. Tue wipow and apMinisTRATRIX Of JosHua Lorain, DECEASED.—The claim of Marie Louise, the widow 
of Joseph Lorain, deceased, and administratrix to the estate of the said deceased, to three arpents, or French acres, in 
front, by forty in depth, on river Rouge, which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Officeat Detroit, in vol. Ist, page 111,under the date of the 11th January, 1805, was taken into consideration; whereupon, 
Francois Chovin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and 
said, that the late Joseph Lorain, deceased, was in possession and occupancy of the premises prior to the Ist July, 
1796, and continued so until his death, and that, from that time, the claimant, his widow and administratrix as afore- 
said, has been in possession and occupancy to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that she have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 36; and that she cause the same to be surveyed 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Lan 
Office at Detroit. 


No. 37. Cartes Cuovin.—The claim of Charles Chovin, as grantee of Charles Rouleau, to two arpents, or French 
acres, in front, on river Rouge, by forty in depth, being part of a larger tract of five arpents in front, formerly 
owned by the said Charles Rouleau, and by him entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at De- 
troit, in volume Ist, page 298, under the date of the 4th February, 1805, was taken into consideration. ‘The claim- 
ant produced to the Board a deed of conveyance, in fee simple, of the said tract of land, from the said Charles 
Rouleau, tohim, bearing date the 31st October, 1805, in the words following, viz. }. 

** Par devant les témoins soussignés, résidant au Detroit, fut present Charles Rouleau, de la riviére Rouge, dis- 
trict du Detroit, lequel a réconnu_avoir vendu, cedé, transporté, et délaissé dés maintenant, et_& toujours, avec 
garantie de tous troubles quelconques (excepté le Gouvernement des Etats Unis) & Charles Chovin, du méme 
district, ice présent acceptant acquéreur pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, une terre ou plantation sise et 
située & la riviére Rouge, dans le susdit district du Detroit, consistant en deux arpents de front sur quarante de pro- 
fondeur, bornée d’un cété par John Connelly, et de l’autre cété par John Shaw, que le dit acquéreur dit bien con- 
noitre, et dont il est content et satisfait. ' 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de soixante pounds, 
cours de la Nouvelle York, que le dit vendeur réconnoit avoir régu comptant, en 1 et décharge le dit acquéreur, 
et tout autre; au moyen de quoy le dit vendeur a transporté au dit acquéreur tous les droits qu’il a, et pouvait avoir, 
sur la ditte terre, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, et qu’il en dispose & sa vo- 
Jonté, comme d’un bien justement acquis. Fait et passé au Detroit, le 31 Octobre, 1805; et le dit vendeur ayant 
déclaré ne savoir signer, a fait sa marque ordinaire, et a scellé, aprés lecture faitte en présence de temoins. 


CHARLES x ROULEAJ, [1.+.] 
En présence de Peter Aupratn.” ’ 
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Whereupon, John Cissne was brought forward .as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July,1796, Charles Rouleau, the grantor, was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so to the 31st October, 1805, when he sold the same to the claimant, who has been 
in possession and occupancy from that time to this day. : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid. tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate of the same, which certificate shall be No. 37; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of the land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detruvit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow,at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Tuespay, July 21, 1807. 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 38. THE wipow AnD HEIRS OF Antoine Moras, DEcEAsED.—The claim of the widow and heirs of Antoine 
Moras, deceased, to three arpents, or French acres, in front, by forty in depth, which was entered in full length with 
the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2d, page 104, under the date of the 24th Febru- 
ary, 1806, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Charles Goiiin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of 
the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the late Antoine Moras was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, and continued so until his death; since which time, 
the widow and children of the said Antoine Moras have been in possession and occupancy to this day. 

And referring to the minutes of the former commissioners, we find that the claim of the said widow and heirs of 
Antome Moras, deceased, to the aforesaid tract of land, was affirmed by them: therefore, it doth appear to the com- 
missioners that the claimants are entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, 
which certificate shall be No. 38; and that they cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the 
quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Wenpnespay, July 22, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 89. Joun Harvey.—The claim of John Harvey to six arpents, or French acres, in front, by forty in depth, 
on the river Detroit, which was entered in fuli length with the former commissioners, in volume Ist, page 82, under 
the date of the 13th November, 1805, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought for- 
ward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the 
Ist July, 1796, John Askin was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold the 
same to the claimant, on the 3lst December, 1801, who, since that time, to this day, has been in possession and occu- 

ancy. 
. And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 39; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. 
No. 40. Jonun STe1NBECK AND JosEpH Cuersoneau.—The claim of John Steinbeck and Joseph Cherboneau, as 
rantees of Solomon Sibley, to six arpents in front, by forty on river Rouge, which was entered in full length by 
the said Solomon Sibley with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2d, page 36, under 
the date of the 26th December, 1805, was taken into consideration. The claimants produced to the Board a deed of 
conveyance of the said tract of land, from the said Solomon Sibley to them, bearing date the 7th day of February, 


A. D. 1806, in the words following, viz: 

This indenture, made at Detroit this 7th day of February, 1806, between Solomon Sibley, of the district of De- 
troit, and territory of Michigan, of the one part, and John Steinbeck and Joseph Cherboneau, of the same district 
and territory aforesaid, of the other part, witnesseth that the said Solomon Sibley, in consideration of the sum of 
five hundred dollars, to him in hand paid, and secured to be paid, at and before the sealing of these presents, the 
receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, has granted, remised, released, and forever quit claimed, and by these 

resentsdoth grant, release, and forever quit claim, unto the said John Steinbeck and Joseph Cherboneau, and to their 
heirs and assigns, forever, all that certain tract or parcel of land, with the buildings and improvements thereon erected 
and made, lying and being situated upon the first fork of river Rouge, in the district of Detroit aforesaid, contain- 
ing, by estimation, six acres or arpents in front, and forty arpents or acres in depth, making two hundred and forty 
acres, be the same more or less, and bounded as follows, to wit: in front by the said fork of said river Rouge, upon 
the upper and easterly side, by the farm lately occupied by Mr. Dicks, deceased; upon the lower and westerly side, 
by the farm lately occupied by Mr. Riopel; and in rear by unconceded lands, being the same tract of land for- 
merly improved by one John Messimore, and by the grantor purchased of Mr. Jacob Clemens; to have and to hold 
the above described tract of land and premises, with the privileges and appurtenances thereunto belonging, or in 
any wise appertaining, unto the said John and Joseph, and their heirs and assigns, forever. And the said Solomon 
Sibley, for himself and his heirs, doth covenant and agree to and with the said John and Joseph, their heirs and 
assigns, against himself and his heirs, and all persons claiming under him, and against all other claims, the United 
States of America, and all persons that do or may claim, under the United States, only excepted, the grantees that 
risk upon themselves, without any recourse upon the grantor for indemnity. And the said Solomon Sibley doth 
further covenant, that, should the United States make, or cause to be made, a deed or patent for said premises, in 
pursuance of a notice of claim filed with the Commissioners of the Land Board at Detroit, he will, upon the expen- 
ses being paid him, make the said John and Joseph, or their assigns, thereby conveying such further right as said 
Sibley may require; the same to be done upon reasonable notice. In witness of all and singular the premises afore- 
said, the said Solo:non Sibley has hereunto set his hand and seal, at Detroit aforesaid, the day and year first above 


written. 
SOLOMON SIBLEY. [_. s.] 


Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of | 
Wim Brown. 


James May. 


Whereupon, Frangois Durocher was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, several years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, 'John Messimore was in possession 
and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until the 7th of September, 1796, when he sold to Jacob Clemens 
who tenanted the same until the 6th of April, 1801, when he sold to Solomon Sibley, who had possession an 
tenanted the premises until the 7th of February, 1806, when he sold to the claimants, who have been in possession 
and occupancy from that time to this day. ; ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 40; and that they cause the same to be sur- 
Sa ho a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of tle Land 


v 
Office at Detroit. 

No. 41, Jonanan Dicxs.—The claim of Johanah Dicks, widow of the late Jacob Dicks, deceased, and adminis- 
tratrix to the estate of the said deceased to six arpents, or thereabout, or French acres, in front, on the first fork or 
river Rouge, by forty in depth, not to exceed, in the whole, two hundred and sixty arpents, which was entered in 
full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. Ist, page 17, under the date of the 
3d of January, 1805, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Edward M’Carty was brought forward as a witness 
in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the late Jacob Dicks was in possession and 


occupancy of the premises previous to the Ist of July, 1796, and continued so until his death; since which time 
to this day, the claimant, administratrix as aforesaid, has been in possession and occupancy. 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant, as administratrix, is entitled to the afore- 
said tract of land, and that she have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 41; and that she cause the 
same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the 
Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 42. Epwarp McCarty.—The claim of Edward McCarty to three arpents, or French acres, in front, on 
river Rouge, and See ate depth to the Pattawatamies road, (not to exceed six hundred and forty acres in the whole) 
which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Laud Office at Detroit, in vol. Ist, page 303, 
under the date of the 5th of February, 1805, was taken into consideration; whereupon, William Cissne was brought 
forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist 
of July, 1796, André Berkiaume was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until the 2d of 
December, 1797, when he sold to the claimant, who, since thut time to this day, has possessed and occupied the 
same. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 42; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and 
a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 


at Detroit. 

No. 43. James Cissne.—The claim of James Cissne to a tract of land on the river Rouge, containing, by estima- 
tion, four arpents in front, more or less, bounded in front by the river Rouge, and in rear by the Pattawatamies road, 
below by the line of the late William Hurt, deceased, and above by a white oak tree, marked with three notches, 
not to exceed, in the whole, six hundred and forty acres, which was entered in full length with the former Commis- 
sioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2d, page 43, under the date of the 16th of February, 1805, was taken 
into consideration; whereupon, John Dicks was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession of the premises, 
and tenanted the same, and has continued to do so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 43; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
-_ a ~~ of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 

ce at Detroit. 


And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, July 23, 1807. 


The Board met at 4 o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 44. Francois Laronraine.—The claim of Francois Lafontaine to three arpents, or French acres, in front, 
by forty in depth, which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
vol. 2d, page 95, under the date of the 8th of February, 1806, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Colonel 
Francis Chabert was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and 
said, that, many years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Ambroise Riopel was in possession and .occupancy of the 

remises, and continued so until the 18th of July, 1799, when he sold the same to Messrs. Jacques and Francois 
asselle, who tenanted the same until the 30th of July, 1805, when they sold to the claimant, who, from that time 
to this day, has been in possession and occupancy. 

And = even it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 44; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

No. 45. Jacques anp Francois Lassette.—The claim of Jacques and Francois Lasselle to a small tract of 
land, or prairie, on the river Detroit and river Rouge, bounded in front by the river Detroit, and in rear by a coulée, 
or small run, ,on one side by the river Rouge, and on the other side by the lands of Colonel Francis Chabert, which was 
entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 122, under the date of the 19th 
of January, 1805, (not to exceed in the whole six hundred and forty acres,) was taken into consideration; whereupon 
Etienne Dubois was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and 
said, that the claimants have been in possession, and have tenanted the premises from the year 1795 to this day. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 45; and that they cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Lund Office at Detroit. 

No. 46. Antoine Lasse.ix, Jr.—The claim of Lasselle, Jr. as grantee of Jacques and Francois Lasselle, to three 
arpents, or French acres, in front, by forty in depth, on the river Raisins, which was entered in full length with the 
former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. Ist, page 122, under the date of the 19th of January, 
1805, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Etienne Dubois was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the 
claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, at least three years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Alexis 
Solo and his wife were in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until the 27th of August, 
1803, when they sold the same to Jacques and Francois Lasselle, who tenanted the same until the 25th of March, 
1805, when they sold to the claimant, who, since that time to this day, has possessed and tenanted the said premises. 

The claimant produced to the Board a deed of conveyance, in fee simple, from the said Jacques and Francois 
Lasselle to him for the aforesaid tract of land, which deed is in the following words, to wit: 

“ Par devant les temoins soussignés furent présents sieurs Jacques et Francois Lasselle, associés négociants dang 
le territuire de Michigan, lesquels ont reconnu, et par ces présentes reconnoissent, avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et 
délaissé dés maintenant et & toujours, promettant faire jouir et garantir de tous troubles, dons, douaires, dettes, ‘hy- 
pothéques, évictions, aliénations, substitutions, et de tout empéchement générallement quelconque, au Sieur An- 
toine Lasselle, le jeune, commergant, a ce présent acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause 4 l’avenir 
une terre, ou plantation, sise et située au nord de la riviére aux Raisins, dans le district Erie et territoire de Michi- 
gan susdit, de trois arpents de front, sur quarante de profondeur, bornée par devant par la riviére aux Raisins, et par 
derriere par les terres des établissements de la riviére aux Sables; & l’ouest, par la terre de Jean Batiste Lasselle; et 
a lest, par celle d’Alexis Labadi; tel et ainsy que Ja ditte terre se poursuit et comporte de toutes pas circen- 
stances, et dépendances, avec les maisons, Ja grange, et autres batiments, et spéciallement une distillerie avec 
quatre alembiques, et tous les utensils appartenant & la ditte distilleries aussi un moulin & farine, et un moulin & 
scie, susconstruits, clétures, &c. que le dit acquéreur dit bien savoir et connoitre, et dont il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, et délaissement ainsy fait pour et moyennant Ja somme de trois mille pounds cours de la 
Nouvelle York, égalle 4 sept mille cing cent piastres, ou dollars, monnoye légalle des Etats Unis, desquelles les dits 
sieurs Jacques et Francois Lasselle reconnoissent avoir regu comptant du dit acquéreur lors et avant la passation 
des présentes; mil cing cent pounds au bout de deux années, que le dit acquéreur promet et s’oblige de payer aux 
dits sieurs vendeurs le’ 25 Mars, 1808, et trois cent pounds par année pour cing années aprés, donc que les pre- 
mieres trois cent pounds seront payées par le dit acquéreur aux dits sieurs vendeurs Je 25 Mars, 1809, et le dernier 
le méme jour et mois de l’année 1813, lesquels dits derniers payements se feront annuellement le méme jour de 
chaque année aux dits sieurs Jacques et Francois Lasselle, & eux, ou leurs hoirs, ou ayant cause; et pour sureté 
desquels payements, les susdittes terres présentement vendiies démeureront par privilége spécial affectées, obligées, 
et hypothéquées envers les susdits vendeurs jusqu’a !’entier et parfait 7 susmentionné. 

ll est bien entendu entre les parties, que les dits sieurs Jacques et Francvis Lasselle se réservent les profits ou 

.Pusufruit du moulin a farine, et du moulin a scie, pour deux années & compter de ce jour, selon le marché qu'il y a 
entre eux et Moses Morse, daté au Detroit le 17 du présent mois, et le dit acquéreur est satisfait que le dit 
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Morse jouisse d’iceux pour la troisiéme année sous les conditions y exprimées, et dont le provenu lui sera payé par 
le dit Morse, pour son avantage et utilité. , 

Au moyen de quoy, les dits vendeurs ont de ce moment transporté et par ces présentes transportent au dit acqué- 
reur, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, et tous autres droits qu’ils 
ont et pourraient avoir sur la ditte terre ou plantation, s’en démettant et désaissisant & son profit, (excepté comme il 
est excepté cy-dessua) voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il 
appartiendra en vertu des présentes. on ; 

Fait et passé & la riviére aux Raisins, dans le susdit district Erie, et territoire de Michigan, le 25 Mars, 1806, et 
ont signé les dittes parties, et posé leurs cachets & cecy, en présence de témoins. 


JACQUES LASSELLE [L. 8.] 
FRANCUIS LASSELLE, [1. s.] 
| ANTOINE LASSELLE, | [z. s.] 
Scellé et délivré en présence de 
Joseru Guy, 
Jacques Pe tier, Jr.”’ 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 46; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Fripay, July 24, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, the Board 
adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Saturpay, July 25, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, the Board 
adjourned to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, July 27, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, the Board 
adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Turspay, July 28, 1807. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, the Board 
adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
WepneEspay, July 29, 1807. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, the Board 


adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, July 30, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, the Board 


adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Fripay, July 31, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, the Board 
adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
STANLEY GRISWOLD, 


PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


No. 2. 


Transcript of the proceedings of the Commissioners of the Land Board at Detroit, from the \st of August to the 
31st October, 1807. 
Sarurpay, August 1, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, the Board 


adjourned to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, August 3, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the ferenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Tuespay, August 4, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 


to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. , 
Wenpnespay, August 5, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, 4ugust 6, 1807. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 47. Jacos Vincer.—The claim of Jacob Vinger to his farm, on which he now lives, comprehending the 
two tracts-of land mentioned in his notice, entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office 
at Detroit, in volume 1, page 89, under the date of the 14th ‘November, 1805, to wit: one tract of three arpents in 
front, by forty in depth, and the other of two arpents in front, by sixty in depth, making together two hundred and 
forty arpents, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Gabriel Godfroy was brought forward as a witness in 
behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant has been in possession and 
occupancy of the tract of three arpents by forty, since the 2Ist of December, 1791; that the other tract of two 
arpents by sixty was in possession of and tenanted by William Robertson a long time previous to the Ist of July, 
1796, and continued so until the 9th February, 1798, when he sold, to the claimant, who, since that time to this day, 
has possessed and occupied the same, together with the other tract which he then united to make but one farm. 

nd thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 47; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Fripay, 4ugust 7, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourn- 


ed to to-morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
Sarurpay, August 8, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 48. Tuomas Surru.—The claim of Thomas Smith to a tract of land on the river Ecorce, in the district 
of Detroit. containing, by estimation, three hundred and thirty-five acres, bounded on the north by the farm of An- 
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toine Baron, and the south by the lands of Jonathan Schieffelin, on the east by the waters of said river Ecorce, and 
west by a meridian line, called the second concession line, which was entered in ful! !ength with the former Com- 
missioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume Ist, page 103, under the date of 19th February, 1805, was 
taken into consideration; whereupon, Simon Drouillard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, 
who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession of 
and tenanted the premises, and has continued so to this day. ; J 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 48; and that he cause the same to be overs 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the nd 
Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at ten in the forenoon. 

Monpay, August 10, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
Turspay, August 11, 1807, 


The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to to- 
morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, August 12, 1807. 


The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to to- 
morrow, at ten in the forenoon. / 
Tuurspay, 4ugust 13, 1807. 


The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to to- 
morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
Fripay, Jugust 14, 1807. 


‘The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to to- 
morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
SatrurpDay, 4ugust 15, 1807. 


The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at ten in the forenoon. 
Monpay, August 17, 1807. 


The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to to- 
morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
Tuespay, 4ugust 18, 1807. 


The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to to- 
morrow, at ten in the forenoon. — 
Wepnespay, 4ugust 19, 1807. 


The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to to- 
morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, Jugust 20, 1807. 


The board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to to- 
morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
Fripay, August 21, 1807. 


The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to to- 
morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
Saturpay, August 22, 1807. 
The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 49. Marruew Donovan.—The claim of Matthew Donovan, to his farm on river Rouge, comprehending 
two tracts adjoining together, and making but one farm, or tract, entered in full length with the former Commis- 
sioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume Ist, page 441, under the date of the 23d December, 1805, containing 
six arpents in front on river Rouge, and ng eg in depth to the lands of the St. Cosme family, bounded below by 
the lands of Jesse Burbank, and above by the lands of John Cissne, not to exceed four hundred and eighty arpents 
in the whole, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Frangois Chovin was brought forward as a witness in behalf 
of the’ claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the above farm was in the possession and occupancy 
of Jacques Lasselle and John Shaw previous to the Ist of July, 1796, and continued so until they sold to the present 
claimant, who, since that time to this day, has been in possession of and has tenanted the same. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid farm, and that 
he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 49; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a 
= of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at 

etroit. 


No. 50. Joun Connetty.—The claim of John Connelly to his farm on river Rouge, comprehending two tracts 
adjoining together, and composing but one tract, or farm, entered in full length with the former Commissioners of 
the Land Office at Detroit, in volume Ist, page 269, under the date of the 29th November, 1805, containing six 
arpents in front on river Rouge, and extending back to the lands of the St. Cosme family, bounded below by the 
lands of the late Joseph Voyer, deceased, and above by the lands of Charles Chovin, not to exceed four hundred 
and eighty acres in the whole, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Francois Chovin was brought forward as a 
witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, 
Jacob Young and Charles Chovin were in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until they 
sold to the present claimant, who, since that time to this day, has been in possession and occupancy of the same. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid farm, and that 
he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 50; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a 
see of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at 

etroit. 


No. 51. Jesse Bursanx.—The claim of Jesse Burbank to a farm of river Rouge, which was entered in full 
length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume Ist, page 89, under the date of the 
16th January, 1805, containing three acres in front, and extending in depth to the lands of the St. Cosme family, 
not to exceed three hundred acres in the whole, bounded above by the lands of Matthew Donovan, and below by 
the lands of the late James Donaldson, deceased, was taken into consideration; whereupon, Francois Chovin was 
brought forward as a witness in behalf the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the 
Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession of, tenanted the premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And + Aloha A it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 51; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Monpay, August 24, 1807. 


The Board met, at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
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Tuespay, 4ugust 25, 1807. 
The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to to- 
morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, August 26, 1807. 
The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to to- 
morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, August 27, 1807. 


The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to to- 
morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
Fripay, August 28, 1807. 


The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at ten in the forenoon. 
Monpay, August 31, 1807. 


The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to to- 


morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
Turspay, September 1, 1807. 


The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


to-morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, September 2, 1807. 

The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 

to morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 

Tuurspay, September 3, 1807. 


The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


to-morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
Fripay, September 4, 1807. 


The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


to-morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
Sarurpay, September 5, 1807. 


The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjeurnment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Monday next, at ten in the forenoon. 
Monpay, September 7, 1807. 


The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 52. Joun Dopemeap.—The claim of John Dodemead, Esquire, to his farm on river Rouge, of seven acres 
in front and rear, more or less, marked on the east by a bois blanc, and on the west by a cherry tree, bounded in 
front by the river Rouge, and in rear by the Pattawatamies road, not to exceed, in the whole, six hundred and forty 
acres, and which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
volume Ist, page 1, under the date of the 2d January, 1805, was taken into consideration; whereupon, William 
Cissne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly swora, deposed and said, that, 
aay to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession of and tenanted the premises, and has continued su 
to this day. 

And ee it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 52; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
= a oe of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 


And then the Board adjourned to Thursday next, at ten in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, September 10, 1807. 


The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Saturday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Sarurpay, Sepiember 12, 1807. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
"Tuesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Tuespay, September i5, 1807. 
The Board met at nine in the forencon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Frivay, September 18, 1807. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, September 21, 1807. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Thursday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, September 24, 1807. 

The Board met at ine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 53. Joun AxpErson.—The claim of John Anderson to a farm, on the north side of the river Aux Raisins, 
containing four arpents in front, by forty in depth, bounded in front by the said river Aux Raisins, and in rear by 
the lands of the settlement on river Aux Sables, on the east by the lands of Robert Navarre, and on the west by the 
lands of James and Francis Lasseile, which was entered in fall Jength with the former Commissioners of the Pid 
Office at Detroit, in volume Ist, page 68, under the date of the 11th November, 1805, was taken into consideration; 
whereupon, Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that Eutreau Navarre was in possession and occupancy of the above premises from the year 1789 
until he sold it to the present claimant, who sitice has been in constant possession and occupancy until this date. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, whi€h certificate shall be No. 53; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 


And then the Board adjourned to Saturday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
SaTurDay, September 26, 1807. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Tuesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Turspay, September 29, 1807. 


_The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Fripay, October 2, 1807. 


‘The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment: and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
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Monpay, October 5, 1807. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Thursday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, October 8, 1807. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Saturday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Sarurpay, October 10, 1807. 


- The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Tuesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Turspay, October 13, 187. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, October 16, 1807. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 
Saturpay, October 17, 1807. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 99. JosepH Weaver.—The claim of Joseph Weaver was taken into consideration; whereupon, John Dode- 
mead, junior, was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant; who, being duly sworn, deposes and says, 
that he was present, and signed as a witness, when a certain deed of conveyance was executed by the widow of 
William Hurst, deceased, and her three sons, to Joseph Weavers that he saw ‘the said widow and her three sons 
sign the aforesaid deed, and deliver the same to Joseph Weaver; that William Murphy was present at the whole of 
the transaction, and made no objection whatever to the execution of the said deed of conveyance. 

Solomon Sibley, counsel for Joseph Weaver, and Harris H. Hickman, counsel for William Murphy, attended; 


the case was fullyjargued, and was postponed for further consideration. 


And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, October 19, 1807. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Thurgday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, October 22, 1807. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Saturday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Saturpay, October 24, 1807. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Tuesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Tuespay, October 27, 1807. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, October 30, 1807. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being’ no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 5 
We do certify the foregoing to be a true transcript of the proceedings of the Commissioners of the Land Board 
at Detroit, this 31st day of October, 1807. . 
STANLEY GRISWOLD, 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


No. 3. 


Transcript of the proceedings of the Commissioners to adjust the Claims to Lands in the District of Detroit, from 
mo ep — the 2d to the 30th day of November, 1807. ov of 
Monpay, Vovember 2, 1807. 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 54. Wittiam Waxer.—The claim of William Walker to a farm, on which he now lives, at the mouth of 
river Detroit, near Brown’s town, in the district of Detroit, containing, by estimation, three hundred acres of land, 
and which had been entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 174, under 
the date of the 22d day of November, 1805, was taken into consideration: whereupon, George M’Dougall, Esq. 
was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, in the 
year 1790, the claimant was in actual possession and occupancy of the premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners, that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 54; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, (not to exceed three hundred acres,) to be re- 
turned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Tvuespay, November 3, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock,in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 


to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, November 4, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment and, there being no business, adjourned 


to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. ‘ ' 
Tuurspay, November 5, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournments and, there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. ‘ 
Fripay, November 6, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 


to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, November 9, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant toadjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. . : 
Wepnespay, November 11, 1807. 


The Board metat ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 


to Saturday next, at ten oclock in the forenoon. i ; 
Saturpay, November 14, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 


to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
41 p 
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. : Monpay, November 16, 1807. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 55. The claim of Joun, Wittiam, and Davip M’Cons, sons and heirs of the late William M’Comb, de- 
ceased, to three tracts of land, united in one farm, which was entered in full length with the former Commissioners 
of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1st, page 354, under the date of the 2d December, 1805, and containing as fol- 
lows, to wit: one tract of three arpents, or acres, in front, by forty in depth; another tract of two arpents, or acres, 
by eighty in depth; another tract of two arpents, or acres, by forty in depth; making, in the whole, three hundred and 
sixty acres, was taken into consideration: whereupon, James May, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf 
of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the late William M’Comb, deceased, was in pos- 
session and occupancy of the above described premises a long time —— to the Ist July, 1796, and that, since his 
death, the executors of his last will and testament have tenanted the aforesaid premises to this day. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the aforesaid farm, and that 
they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 55; and that they cause the same to be surveyed, and 
. plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at 

etroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Turspay, November 17, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. f 
Wepnespay, November 18, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, November 19, 1807. 
The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 56. Grorce M’Doveatt, Esq.—The claim of George M’Dougall, Esq. which had been duly entered with 
the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 189, under the date of 28th November, 1805, 
was taken into consideration. The said claim is to a tract of land described as follows, to wit: bounded in front by 
lake Erie; in rear, N. 45° W. by the high road leading from Detroit to the State of Ohio; on the N. E. by Stoney 
creek; going up said creek, following the meanders of the creek nearly in a northwest direction, until it intersects 
the said high road, where the four acre lot of land belonging to the proprietor of the Stoney creek mill (whereon a 
saw mill, and a grist mill, and out-houses, now stands) thence S. 45° west, by magnet, following the said high road, 
and the line of the said four acre lot, and continuing the course of the said high road, until it intersects Sandy creek; 
thence down said creek, following the meanders thereof, until it strikes the portage, where the said creek formerly 
emptied into lake Erie; thence across said portage, or sand bank, to lake Erie; from whence, following the course of 
the lake, to the place of departure, at Stoney creek, which, in a straight line through the said lake, N. 30° E. by mag- 
net, is said to be one hundred and thirty-seven chains; excepting therefrom a farm claimed by Pierre Doucet, of 
four acres in front by twenty-five in depth, adjoining the aforesaid high road on Sandy creek. 

Francis Navarre, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn. 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Antoine Gui, Joseph Berkiaume, Louis Bourdeaux, and 
Pierre Beauchamp, was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until they respectively sold 
to the present claimant, who has since, to this day, been in possession and occupancy of the same. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described farm, 
which is not to exceed, in the whole, six hundred and forty acres; and that he have a certificate thereof, which cer- 
tificate shall be No. 56; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of 
land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 57. Pierre Dovucet.—The claim of Pierre Doucet to a tract of land, which was entered with the former 
Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 332, under the date of the 30th November, 1805, was 
taken into consideration. This tract contains four arpents in front, by twenty-five in depth, on the north side of 
Sandy creek; bounded in front by the said creek; in rear by the lands of George M’Dougall, Esq. ; on the east by the 
same George M’Dougall; and on the west, by the high road: whereupon, Francis Navarre, Esq. was brought for- 
ward as a witness in behalf of the claimant. who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the first of 
July, 1796, Joseph Portier Benac was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued until he sold to 
the claimants, who, since that time, to this day, has possessed and occupied the same. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 57; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 

No. 58. Rozert, alias Tovron Navarre.—The claim of Robert, alias Touton Navarre, to a tract of land on 
the river Raisins, which had been duly entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, 
page 73, under the date of the 14th January, 1805, was taken into consideration. This tract contains four arpents 
in front, by forty in depth, is bounded in front by the said river Raisins, and in rear, by the lands of the settlement 
on Sandy creek; on the east, by the lands of James and Francis Lasselle; and on the west, by the lands of Colonel 
John Anderson: whereupon, George M’Dougall, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, 
who being duly sworn, deposed and said, that several years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in pos- 
session and occupancy of the premises, and has continued so to this day. ; 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 58; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Fripay, November 20, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. i 
Saturpay, November 21, 1807. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 59. Ann Coates.—The claim of Ann Coates to a tract of land of two and a half acres, on river Rouge, 
which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 67, under the date of 
the 11th January, 1805, was taken into consideration. ‘This tract contains two and a half acres of land in front, 
bounded in front by the said river Rouge, and in rear by the lands of the St. Cosme’s family, now bounded by the 
lands of Captain Nelson on one side, and on the other side by the lands of Jesse Burbank: whereupon, John Shaw 
was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous 
to the Ist July, 1796, one John Carrol was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until his 
death: that the widow of the said Carrol married one Daniel Pursley, and they continued on the premises until they 
sold to the late James Donaldson, deceased, father of this claimant, who, since the death of her father, has tenanted 
the premises to this day. g , ; 

And it —— to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, and that she 
have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 59; and that she cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot 
of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at ten in the forenoon. 
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Monpay, November 23, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Turspay, November 24, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. é 


Wepnespay, November 25, 1807. 
The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to to- 
morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


: Tuurspay, November 26 1807. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 60. James Basy, Esq.—The claim of James te Esq. to a certain tract of land, part of a larger tract, 
which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 69, under the date 
the 18th February, 1805, was taken into consideration. : : 

On that tract are erected two valuable grist mills, and it is not to exceed six hundred and forty acres. It is 
described and bounded as follows, to wit: ‘beginning at a post un the east border of the fork.of river Rouge, then 
running north 60° 30’; east 111.0 chains; then north 29° 30’; west 90.0 chains; then south 60° 30’ west, to the inter- 
section of Lorain’s line; then south 29° 30/ east, to the west bank of said fork; then along the said bank 3.0 chains, 
below the mill-dam; then south 45° east, to the east border of said fork; then along the said border, down stream, 
to the place of — whereupon, Colonel Gabriel Godfroy was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the 
claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, more than twenty years ago, the late Duperon Baby, 
father to the claimant, was in possession and occupancy of the said premises; that, at his death, the said large tract, 
whereof this claim is but a part, was left to his widow and family; and that this claimant, in the division of the estate 
of his sag became possessed of the above described tract, and has since continued in possession and occupancy 
to this day. ae , ; ; 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 60; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 


No. 61. Amproise Rtopet.—The claim of Ambroise Riopel to a farm on river Rouge, on the fork called les 
Arbres Matachés, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 210, 
under the date of 25th February, 1805, was taken into consideration. This tract contains, by estimation, two hun- 
dred and forty arpents, or French acres, it being six arpents in —— forty in — bounded above by the lands 
of John Stenbeck, and below by the lands formerly possessed by a Mr. Rheynolds: whereupon, Colonel Gabriel 
Godfroy was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, 
previous to the 1st July, 1796, one Jonathan Harkley was in possession and occupancy of the premises, until he sold 
to James Baby, who sold to James Lasselle, who sold to Francis Lafontaine, who sold to the claimant, who ever 
since has possessed and occupied the same. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 61; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
ye plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


Frivay, November 27, 1807. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. " 
Saturpay, November 28, 1807. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, November 30, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 


to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
STANLEY GRISWOLD, 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


No. 4. 


Transcript of the proceedings of the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, from the 1st day of December, 
1807, to the 31st of the same month, inclusively. 
Tuespay, December 1, 1807. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Thursday next, at ten in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, December 3, 1807. 
The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Saturday-next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. . 
Saturpay, December 5, 1807. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, December 7, 1807. 
The Board met at,ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, December 9, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in,the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Friday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


Fripay, December 11, 1807. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, December 14, 1807, 


The Board met at ten o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 62, CurisropHer Turte.—The claim of Christopher Tutle, as grantee of James Knaggs, which had been 
entered at full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 69, under the date 
of the 11th November, 1805, was taken into consideration; and hereupon, the said Christopher utle appeared and 
‘produced unto the Board a deed of conveyance in fee simple of the said tract of land from the said James Knaggs 
to him, bearing date the 30th December, 1806, which deed is in the following words, to wit: 





Shite ee 
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** Know all men by these sees: that I, James Knaggs, of the river Raisins, in the district of Erie, for and in 
consideration of two hundred pounds, New York currency, to me in hand paid, the receipt whereof I do hereby 
acknowledge, have sold, bargained and transferred, and by these presents do sell, bargain and transfer, unto Chris- 
topher Tutle, of Detroit, his heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, all my right, title, claim, and interest to 
the farm, house and out-houses, I now occupy, situated, lying, and being on the north side of the river Aux Raisins, 
consisting of three arpents in front, and running forty arpents back, bounded south and front by said river Raisins; 
west, by the lands and tenements of Ignace Bouchard; and east, by the lands claimed by Messrs. Campeau and sisters: 
To have and to hold the said farm, ae and out-houses, with all and every of the appurtenances and privileges 
thereunto in auywise belonging, to the said Christopher Tutle, his heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, to 
have and to hold forever; hereby warranting and defending the same against the claims of myself, my heirs, executors, 
administrators, and assigns, and all and every other person, the claim of the Government of the United States ex- 
cepted; the said Knaggs, nevertheless, promises and obligates himself to use the utmost of his endeavors to procure 
for the said Tutle, from the Government of the United States, a good and sufficient governmental deed for the said 


premises; the said Tutle to pay the expenses of the same. 
“In testimony whereof, { have hereunto set my hand and affixed my-seal at the river Raisins, in the district of 


Erie, this thirteenth day of December, one thousand eight hundred and six. 
**JAMES KNAGGS,” [1 s.] 


“¢ Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
JoHN ANDERSON, 


Jacques Cicot.” 


_ Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, deposed and 
said, that the said tract of land was first improved in the year 1786 or 1787, by Ignace Bouchard, and has been 
occupied without any interruption to this day. 


And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 


land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 62; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
i, to be returned to the Register of the 


veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein containec 
Land Office at Detroit. ‘ } 
And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


Wepnespay, December 16, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 63. Jean Baptiste Lassette.—The claim of Jean Baptiste Lasselle to a farm on river Raisins, containing, 
by estimation, one hundred and eighty arpents, it being four and half arpents in front, by forty in depth, which had 
been entered at full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 70, under 
the date of the 11th November, 1805; is bounded in front by the said river Raisins, in rear by the settlements of 
river Aux Sables, on the east by Jacques and Francois Lasselle, and west by the heirs of the late Alexis Campeau, 
deceased, was taken into consideration: whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of 
the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in 
possession and occupancy of the premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract ot 
land, and that 7 have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 63; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. : ; 
And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


Fripay, December 18, 1807. 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 64. Jean Baptiste JerEaume.—The claim of Jean Baptiste Jereaume to a farm on river Raisins, contain- 
ing, by estimation, eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front by forty in depth, which had been entered at full 
length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 345, under the date of the 30th 
November, 1805, bounded in front by said river, in rear by the settlement on river Aux Sabies, east by Antoine 
Bondi, and west by a farm claimed by Messrs. Godfroy and Beaugrant, was taken into consideration: whereupon, 
Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, 
that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and has since 
continued to this day. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 64; and that he cause the same to be surveyed 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Lan 
Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Monpay, December 21, 1807. 

The Board met at ten oclock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 65. Bapr Lazap1.—The claim of Alexis, dit Badi Labadi, to a farm on the north side of river Raisins, 
which had been entered at full Jength with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 
90, under date of 16th January, 1805, was taken into consideration. It contains, by estimation, three hundred arpents 
of land, it being three arpents in front by one hundred in depth, bounded in front by said river Raisins, above by 
the heirs of Alexis Campeau, and below by the lands of Sanscrainte. Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought for- 
ward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, {deposed and said, that, a long time previous to 
the Ist July, 1796, Pierre Descontes Labadi was in possession of, and tenanted the premises, and continued so until 
he sold to the claimant, (on the 25th September, 1797) who has since to this day possessed and occupied said premises. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 65; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. : 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Tuespay, December 22, 1807. 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 66. Joun Coates.—The claim of John Coates to a tract of land on.the river Rouge, of six acres in front, 
and extending in depth to the line of the St. Cosme family’s land, not to exceed six hundred and forty acres in the 
whole, being part and parcel of a larger tract of sixteen acres in front, entered by Mrs. Ann Coates with the former 


Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 67, under the date of 11th January, 1805; bounded in 
front by the said river Rouge, below by John Kirby, and above by lands owned by Joseph Kilburn. 


Whereupon, as evidence of his claim, the claimant’s mother, Mrs. Ann Coates, exhibited to the commissioners 
a legal copy of the will of the late James Donaldson, deceased, grandfather to the claimant, from which the follow- 
ing is extracted, viz: 


‘*1 give and bequeath to John Coates my farm on the river Rouge, of six acres.” 
John Cissne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, 


that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late James Donaldson, deceased, was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until his death; since which time, Ann Coates, one of the executors, has been in possession 


of and tenanted the premises to this day, for the use of the claimant. ; 2 
And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
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land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 66; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 67. James McGutt.—The claim of James McGill to a tract of land on the north side of river Detroit, be- 
ginning in front by the said river Detroit, on southwest by the entrance of river Rouge, and on the northeast by 
——, containing, by estimation, two hundred acres; it being four arpents in front by fifty in depth, which was en- 
tered by John Askin, Esquire, in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office, at Detroit, in vol. 1, 
page 134, under the date of 19th November, 1805, was taken into consideration: whereupon John Shaw was 
brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to 
the Ist of July, 1796, the said John Askin was in possession and tenanted the premises, and continued sv until he 
sold to the claimant, who ever since has possessed and tenanted the same. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No, 675 and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 68. Isaac ‘Topp.—The claim of Isaac ‘Yodd to a farm on the north side of river Raisins, containing, by esti- 
mation, four hundred and eighty arpents, it being four arpents in front by one hundred and twenty arpents in depth, 
bounded in front by the said river Raisins, above by lands of the claimant, and below by one Hivon; which was en- 
tered in full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 123, under the date 
of 19th November, 1805, was taken into consideration: whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a wit- 
ness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, John 
Askin was in possession of and tenanted the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who since 
that time to this day has possessed and tenanted the same. : : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 68; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
-_ a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Wepnespay, December 23, 1807. 


‘The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 69. THE wivow or Goprrey Corsus.—The claim of the widow of Godfrey Corbus to a tract of land on 
the north side of river Rouge, which was entered at full length by the late Godfrey Corbus, with the former Com- 
missioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 6, under the date of 4th November, 1805, containing, by esti- 
mation, one hundred and fifty arpents, it being six acres in front by twenty-five acres in depth, was taken into con- 
sideration: whereupon, Frangois Chauvin} was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Godfrey Corbus was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he died; since which time the claimant has occupied the premises to this 
day, as administratrix to the estate of her late deceased husband. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant, as administratrix, is entitled to the above 
described tract of land, and that she havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 69; and that she cause the 
same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the 
Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 70.. James Hopxins.—The claim of James Hopkins to tract of land on the south side of river Rouge, which 
was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 11, under the date of 4th 
November, 1805, containing, by estimation, one hundred and sixty acres, it being four acresin front by forty in depth, 
was taken into consideration: whereupon, John Cissne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, 
who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist J uly, 1796, the late Joseph Cissne, Esquire, was in 
possession and occupancy of the premises; that he made a present of the same to his nephew, John Driver, who sold 
the same to Richard Jones, from whom the present claimant purchased, and has occupied the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to ithe commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 70; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Tuurspay, December 24, 1807. 

‘The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 71. Evirenne Leseav.—The claim of Etienne Lebeau to a tract of land on river Aux Sables, entered with 
the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 324, under the date of 30th November, 1805, 
containing, by estimation, two hundred and ten arpents, it being six arpents, seventeen chains, and. fifty links in 
front by thirty-five in depth, bounded in front by the said river, in rear by the marshes, east by Joseph Menard, and 
west by the same Joseph Menard: whereupon Batiste Solo was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claim- 
ant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Joseph Godin was in posses- 
sion and occupancy of the premises until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this 


ay. : —_ . . : : 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 71; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 72. THE widow oF Louis GatLiarp, DECEASED.—The claim of the widow of Louis Gaillard, deceased, to 
a tract of land on river Aux Sables, entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, 
page 351, under the date of the 30th November, 1805, containing, by estimation, seventy-five arpents, it being three 
arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, bounded in front and south by said river, east by Jean Batiste Lisleronde, 
and west by Phillis Desnoyer, was taken into consideration: whereupon, Batiste Solo was brought forward as a 
witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the 
late Louis Gaillard, deceased, was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; 
since which time the present claimant, his widow, has possessed and occupied the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that she have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 72; and that she cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. ‘ 

And then the Board adjourned to Saturday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

‘ Saturpay, December 26, 1807. 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. P 

No. 73. Captain Joseph Menarp.—The claim of Captain Joseph Menard to a tract of land on the river Aux 
Sables, entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, vol. 1, page 198, under date of 23d 
November, 1805, containing, by estimation, ninety arpents, altogether; bounded in front by the said river Aux 
.Sables; west by Etienne Lebeau, following his division line forty acres in depth; on the south, towards the river Aux 
Raisins; on the east, by the marsh of said river Aux Sables, was taken into consideration: whereupon, Batiste Solo 
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was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous 
to the Ist July, 1796, Joseph Portier Benac was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until 
he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same since that time to this day. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above tract of land, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 73; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and 
a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 

No. 74. The widow of ALexts Detitte.—The claim of widow Marianne Delille, grantee of James and Francis 
Lasselle, who were grantees of Joseph Delille, which claim the said Joseph Delille entered with the former Commis- 
sioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 261, under the date of 28th November, 1805, to a tract of land 
on the river Rouge, containing, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by 
forty in depth; bounded in front by the river Rouge, in rear by lands claimed by Messrs. Lasselle and Berthelet, on 
one side by Jean Batiste Cicot, and on the other by lands now claimed by Alexis Coquillard, was taken in considera- 
tion; whereupon, the claimant produced the two following deeds of conveyance, viz: 


Terriroire DE Micuican, District du Detroit: 


Par devant les temoins soussignés, fut présent Joseph Delille, habitant, demeurant & la riviére Rouge, dans le dis- 
trict du Detroit, lequel reconnoit par ces présentes avoir vendu, cédé, quitté, transporté, et délaissé, dés mainte- 
nant et & toujours, pour faire jouir et garantir de toutes dettes, hypotheques, dons, douaires, évictions, aliénations, 
et de tout empéchement générallement quelconque, (excepté de la part du Gouvernement des Etats Unis) & Messrs. 
Jacques et Francois Lasselle, négociants, demeurants a Ia coté du gsud-ouest, 4 ce présents acceptants acquéreurs, 
pour eux, leurs hoirs, ét ayant cause & l’avenir, une terre, ou plantation, sise et située sur la riviére Rouge, district 
du Detroit, et territoire de Michigan, consistant en trois arpents de front sur quarante de profondeur, bornée par- 
devant par la ditte riviére Rouge, et par derri¢re par des terres appartenantes & Messrs. Lasselle et Berthelet; d’un 
cété par Jean Batiste Cicot, et de l’autre par la terre cy-devant appartenante & Batiste Delisse, et & présent reclamée 
nar Alexis Cerat, dit Coquillard, tel et ainsy que la ditte terre se poursuit et comporte de toutes parts, circon- 
stances, et dépendances, que les dits acquéreurs disent bien savoir et connoitre, et dont ils sont contents et satisfaits. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et. moyeunant la somme de deux cent vingt-cing 
pounds, cours dela Nouvelle York, que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu comptant, lors et avant la passation des 
présentes, dont il les tient quittes et déchargés, ainsy que tous autres. 

Au moyen de quoy le dit vendeur a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transporte aux dits acqué- 
reurs, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres 
droits qu’il a et a pu avoir sur Ja ditte terre, voulant et entendant qu’ils en soient mis en bonne possession et seizine, 
par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra en vertu des présentes. ' 

Le dit Joseph Delille déclare avoir efi cette terre pour sa part et portion d’héritage des biens de feu Alexis De- 
lille, son pére, qui l’avait achetée du Chevalier Chabert, par contrat, passé au Detroit, le 14 Aoat, 1784. 

Fait et passé au Detroit, le 14 Juillet, 1806, et le dit Delille ayant déclaré ne savoir signer, a fait sa marque ordi- 
naire, aprés que lecture lui a été faitte des présentes, en présence des temoins qui ont signés. 


sa 
Ka ‘ JOSEPH x DELILLE, [1.s.] 
Signé, scellé, et délivré, en présence de marque. 
CuHABERT JONCAIRE et Frs. LAFONTAINE. 


cae 


Terrirory oF Micuican, to wit: 


Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the Justices assigned to keep the peace in the district of 
Detroit, the above Joseph Delille, the grantor, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing to be his volun- 
tary act and deed, for the purposes therein contained, and that, as such, it may be recorded. In testimony whereof 
[ have hereunto set my hand and seal, at Detroit, the 14th July, 1806. 

PETER AUDRAIN, [1.s.] J. P. D. D. 


hd 
4 
F 
ry 
a 

wi 


; 
Ui 


Terriroire DE Micuican, District du Detroit: 


Par devant les temoins soussignés furent présents Jacques et Francois Lasselle. négociants, demeurant & la coté 
du sud-ouest, daus le district du Detroit, lesquelles reconnoissent par ces présentes avoir vendu, cédé, quitté, 
transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, promettant faire jouir et garantir de toutes dettes, hypo- 
théeques, dons, douaires, évictions, et aliénations, et de tout empéechement générallement quelconque, & Dame Mari- 
anne, veuve de feu Alexis Delille, demeurant a la coté du sud-ouest, dans le district du Detroit, a ce présente, et 
acceptant pour elle, ses hoirs, et ayant cause 4 l’avenir, une terre ou plantation, sise et située sur la riviére Rouge, 
dans le district du Detroit, et territoire de Michigan, consistant en trois arpents de front sur quarante de profondeur, 
bornée par devant par la ditte riviére Rouge, et par derriére par des terres appartenantes & Messrs. Lasselle et Ber- 
thelet; d’un coté par Jean Batiste Cicot, et de l’autre cété par la terre cy-devant possédée par Batiste Delille, et a 
présent par Alexis Cerrat, dit Coquillard, tel et ainsy que Je tout se poursuit et comporte de toutes parts, circon- 
stances, et dépendances, que la ditte Dame Marianne, veuve d’Alexis Delille, dit bien savoir et connoitre, et dont 
elle est contente et satisfaitte. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de deux cent vingt-cing 
pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, que les dits vendeurs recennoissent avoir recu de la ditte Dame Delille, qui leur 
en tient compte d’autant dans la vente qu’elle leur fait de sa terre & la cté du sud-ouest, sur laquelle elle demeure 
a présent, et dont ils Ja tiennent quitte et déchargée, ainsy que tous autres. 

Au moyen de quoy les dits Jacques et Francois Lasselle ont de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes trans - 
portent, a la ditte dame, veuve d’Alexis Deliile, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a |’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, 
noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres droits qu’ils ont et ont pu avoir sur la ditte terre, voulant et entendant qu’elle 
en soit mise en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra en vertu des présentes, et qu’elle en- 
jouisse et dispose comme d’un bien justement acquis. 

Les dits Teiames et Francois Lasseltle déclarent avoir acquis cette terre de Joseph Delille, par contrat, passé le 
14 Juillet, présent mois, et qu’ils délivront avec le présent contrat, lors de la signature des présentes. 

Fait et passé dans le susdit district du Detroit, le 15 Juillet, 1806, et les dits Jacques et Francois Lasselle ont 
signé et scellé, apres lecture faitte des présentes, en présence des temoins soussignés. _- 

J. & F. LASSELLE, [_. s.] 
Signé, scellé, et délivré en présence de , 
CuaBeErt JoncarreE et Frs. Larontaine. 


Terrirory or Micnican, to wit: 


Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the Justices assigned to keep the peace in the district of 
Detroit, Jacques Lasselle, one of the grantors, who acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing to be his act 
and deed, for the purposes therein contained; and that, as such, it may be recorded. In testimony whereof, I have 
hereunto set my hand and seal, at Detroit, the 15th day of July, 1806. 

PETER AUDRAIN, [1.s.] J. P. D. D. 


Whereupon, Colonel Francis Chabert was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, a long time previous to the ist July, 1796, the premises were in possession and 
occupied by the said Joseph Delille, and continued so until he sold to James and Francis Lasselle, who tenanted 
the same until they sold to the present claimant, who has occupied the same to this day. 
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And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that she have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 74; and that she cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


_No. 75. Colonel Francis Cuazert, for his children.—The claim of Colonel Francis Chabert, for the use of his 
children, born or to be born, of his present wife Mary Josette Chene, to a tract of land on the river Rouge, which was 
entered, at full length, with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 177, under the 
date of the 24th January, 1805, it being three arpents in front, and extending in depth to the lands of the family of 
St. Cosme, bounded in front by the river Rouge, above by the lands of the lake Desplaines, and below by the lands 
of Jean Batiste Beaugrant: whereupon, Batiste Delille was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, 
who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, a long time previous to the Ist July, 1796, Colonel Chabert occupied 
the premises, and has continued so to this day, as the property of his children. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, for his children, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 75; and that he cause the 
same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the 
Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


Monpay, December 28, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 76. The widow and heirs of Prerre Tessier, deceased.—The claim of the widow and heirs of the late 
Pierre Tessier, deceased, to a tract of land on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former 
Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 339, under the date of 30th November, 1805, contain- 
ing, by estimation, two hundred acres, it being two acres in front by one hundred in depth, bounded in front by 
the said river Raisins, in rear by unsettled lands, west by Nanet Baron, and east by Jean Batiste Lasselle: 
whereupon, Batiste Solo was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Pierre Tessier, deceased, was in possession and occu- 
reg of the premises, and continued so until his death; since-which time the claimants have constantly occupied 
the premises. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 76; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 77. Wuitmore Knaces.—The claim of Whitmore Knaggs toa farm on river Detroit, which was entered 
with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 262, under the date of the Ist of March, 
1805, containing, by estimation, two hundred and ten acres, it being three and a half acres in front, by sixty acres 
in depth, bounded in front by the river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, on the west southwest by lands occu- 
pied by Jean Baptiste, dit Peniche Campeanu, Jr. and on the east-northeast by lands of the heirs of Alexis Cam- 
peau, deceased, was taken into consideration: whereupon, Colonel Francis Chabert was brought forward as a wit- 
ness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, a long time previous to the Ist of 
July, 1796, Joseph Gobeye was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until the 9th of Au- 
gust, 1803, when he sold to the claimant, who, since that time to this day, has occupied the premises. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 77; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 78. The heirs of Avexis Campeau, deceased.—The claim of the heirs of Alexis Campeau, deceased, to a 
tract of land on the river Detroit, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, 
in vol. 1, page 329, under the date of the 7th of February, 1805, containing, by estimation, one hundred and eighty 
arpents, it being four arpents and a half in front, by forty in depth; bounded in front by the river Detroit, in rear by 
unconceded lands, on the west-southwest by lands of Whitmore Knaggs, and on the east-northeast by the lands of 
Pierre Descontes Labadi, was taken into consideration: whereupon, Colonel Francis Chabert was brought forward 
as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, a long time before the Ist of 
July, 1796, the claimants possessed and occupied the premises, and have continued so to this day. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, whica certificate shall be No 78; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at 10 o’clock in the forenoon. 


: Tuespay, December 29, 1807. 
The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 79. Saran Dormonn.—The claim of Sarah Dormond to a tract of land.on the north sides of river Raisins, 
which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 368, under the date 
of 3d of December, 1805, containing, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being one arpent in front, 
by one hundred and twenty in depth; bounded in front by said river Raisins, in rear by river Aux Sables, on the east 
by Ignace Bouchard, and on the west by Jean Baptiste Lasselle, was taken into consideration: whereupon, Captain 
Joseph Menard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and 
said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Baptiste Leduc was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
continued so until he sold to Ignace Bouchard, who continued in possession until the 2d of November, 1802, when 
he sold to the claimant, who has been in possession and occupancy since that time to this day. : 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that she have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 79; and that she cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 

he Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 80. JosepH Reaume.—The claim of Joseph Reaume to a farm on the north side of river Raisins, which was 
entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit in vol. 1, page 208, under the date of Novem- 
ber 23, 1805, was taken into consideration; said farm contains, by estimation, ninety-six arpents of land, it being 
three arpents in front, by thirty-two in depth, bounded in front by Godfroy’s mill creek, in rear by the settlement of 
river Aux Sables, on one side by Joseph Bourdeaux, and on the other side by lands of Jacques and Francis Lasselle: 
whereupon, Captain Joseph Menard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day. i 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
jand, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 80; and that he cause the same to be sur- 

. veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 
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No. 81. Jean Baptiste Reaume, Sen. deceased.—The claim of Jean Baptiste Reaume, Sen. (by’his administra- 
tor, Joseph Reaume) to a tract of land on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Com- 
missioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 349, under the date of November, 30, 1805, was taken into 
consideration. This tract contains, by estimation, twenty-four acres, it being three acres in front by about eight 
in depth, to Godfroy’s mill creek; bounded in front by the said river Raisins, east by Joseph Bourdeaux, and west 
by a farm claimed by Antoine Bondi; whereupon, Captain Joseph Menard was brought forward as a witness in be- 
half of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Joseph Bour- 
deaux was in possession of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the said Jean Baptiste Reaume, who 
occupied the same until he died; since which time, the said administrator has been in possession of the same. This 
deponent further says that the said Joseph Reaume is the legal administrator to the estate of the said Jean Baptiste 
Reaume, deceased. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the said Joseph Reaume is entitled to the above described 
tract of land, in his quality of administrator, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 
81; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained. 
to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 82. Joseru Bourpeaux.—The claim of Joseph Boardeaux to a farm on the north side of river Raisins, 
which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 340, under the date of 
November 30, 1805, was taken into consideration; this farm contains, by estimation, one hundred arpents, it being 
two and a half arpents in front, by forty in depth, bounded in front by the said river Raisins, on one side by the lands 
of the late Jean Baptiste Reaume, and on the other side by the lands of Joseph Reaume; whereupon, Captain Joseph 
Menard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, 
— the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and has continued 
so to this day. 

And Aves ee it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 82; and that he cause the same to be surveyed. 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 


at Detroit. : ; 
And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


Wepnespay, December 30, 1807. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 83. Louis Bourassa.—The claim of Louis Bourassa to a farm on river Aux Ecorces, which was entered 
with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2, page 46, under the date of February 16, 
1805, was taken into consideration. This farm is bounded in frent by the river Detroit, above by Joseph Bondi, 
and below by Charles Michel Campeau; it contains, by estimation, eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front, 
by forty in depth: whereupon, Antoine Baron was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, 
being duly sworn, deposed and said, that. previous to the 1st of July, 1796, James May was in possession of the pre- 
I and continued so until the 6th of May, 1797, when he sold to the claimant, who has occupied the premises to 
this day. 

hind thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 83; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, tobe returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 84. Cuartes M. Campeau.—The claim of Charles Michel Campeau to a farm on river Ecorces, which was 
entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 33, under the date of February 
12th, 1805, was taken into consideration. ‘That farm contains, by estimation, two hundred arpents, it being two 
arpents in front by one hundred in depth; bounded in front by the river Detroit, above by Louis Bourassa, and 
below by Antoine Bondi: whereupon, Antoine Baron was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, 
who being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, James May was in possession of the 
premises, and continued so until the 4th of May, 1797, when he sold to the claimant, who ever since has occupied 
the same. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 84; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 85. Batiste Rovsson.—The claim of Batiste Rousson to a farm on river Ecorces, which was entered with: 
the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2, page 62, under the date of February 18th, 1805. 
containing, by estimation, eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front by forty in depth; bounded in front by the 
river Detroit, above by the lands of the river Rouge settlement, and below by the lands of the late Joseph Bondi: 
whereupon, Antoine Baron was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, James May, Esq. was in possession of the premises, and 
continued sv until the 6th of May, 1797, when he sold to the claimant, who has occupied the premises to this day. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 85; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plotof the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. . 

No. 86. Antoine Baron.—The claim of Antoine Baron to a farm on river Ecorces, which was entered with 
the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 241, under the date of January 30, 1805, 
was taken into consideration. ‘This farm contains, by estimation, two hundred arpents of land, it being two arpents 
in front by one hundred in depth; bounded in front by the river Detroit, north by the lands of the late Joseph Bondi. 
and south by Thomas Smith: whereupon, Jean Batiste Rousson was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the 
claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous tothe Ist of July, 1796, the late Joseph Bondi, 
deceased, was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, by deed 
bearing date 6th of May, 1800, since which time the claimant has occupied the premises. 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 86; and that he cause the same to be sur- 

‘eyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


and Office at Detroit. 

No. 87. Hyacinte LassELLE.—The claim of Hyacinte Lasselle, as grantee of Jacques and Francis Lasselle, 
to a tract of land on the north side of the river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 234, under the date of November 27, 1805, was taken into consideration: 
whereupon, the said Hyacinte Lasselle produced unto the Board a deed of conveyance from the said Jacques and 
Francis Lasselle to him, bearing date the 21st of October, 1807, which deed is in the following words, to wit: 


Territory or Micuican, to wit: 
** Know all men by these presents, that we, James and Francis Lasselle, of the district of Detroit, in the territory 
of Michigan, for and in consideration of the sum of two hundred and sixty pounds, New York currency; to us in 


hand well and truly paid on and before the delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof we do hereby acknow- 
ledge, have granted, bargained, sold, aliened, conveyed, and confirmed, and by these presents do grant, bargain, 
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sell, alien, convey, and confirm, unto Hyacinte Lasselle, of Post Vincennes, {and now in the city of Detroit, now 
present, and accepting for himself, his heirs and assigns, all that certain tract of land, situate, lying, and being on 
the river Raisins in the district of Erie, and territory of Michigan, containing ten arpents in front, and extending in 
depth forty arpents, bounded in front by a small marsh, and in rear by the farms on the river Aux Sables, above by 
the lands of Joseph Reaume, and below by the lands of Antoine Riopel- This tract of land was formerly divided 
in two farms, one purchased of Portier Benac, by deed executed the 5th of August, 1794, and registered in the 
Land Office at Detroit, in liber B, folio 21: the other was ‘purchased of Antoine Nadeau, by deed executed the 25th 
of May, 1805, and registered in the Land Office at Detroit, in liber D, folio 178.. To have and to hold the said 
tract of land, with all and singular the appurtenances, unto the said Hyacinte Lasselle, his heirs and assigns, forever. 

In witness whereof, the said James and Francis Lasselle have hereunto set their hands and seal, at Detroit, the 


21 st day of October, 1807. 
: : J.& F.LASSELLE. [1 s. 
Sealed and delivered in the presence of mee) 
Frep. Rotet, 
Henny. BerrHetet. 


Territory oF Micuican, District of Detroit, ss. 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the Justices of the Peace in the district of Detroit, 
James and Francis Lasselle, the within grantors, who acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing to be their 
acts and deeds for the purposes therein contained. In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name, at 


Detroit, 21st October, 1807. 
PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


Whereupon, Captain Joseph Menard was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 

sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the said James and Francis Lasselle were in posses- 
sion of the premises, and continued so until they sold to the claimant, who has since possessed and tenanted the 
same. 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 87; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, December 31, 1807. 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 88. Josep Hivon.—The claim of Joseph Hivon to a farm on river Raisins, which was entered with the for- 
mer Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 176, under the date of 23d January, 1805, was 
taken into consideration. ‘The said farm contains, by estimation, three hundred and fifty arpents, it being three 
and a half arpents in front, by one hundred in depth, bounded in front by the river Raisins, and in rear the 
lands of the river Aux Sables settlement, above 5 lands formerly owned by Charles Reaume, and below by lands 
formerly owned by Louis Monmini: whereupon, Batiste Lasselle was retin A forward as a witness in behalf of the 
claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in posses- 
sion and occupancy of the premises, and continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 88; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit, on the condition that the said tract is comprehended within the lands of the United States. 


No. 89. Jean Batiste Lasseiie, Jun.—The claim of Jean Batiste Lasselle, Jun. as grantee of Jean Batiste Las- 
selle, Senior, to a farm on river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in volume 1, pase 70, under the date of 9th November, 1805, was taken into consideration; and thereupon 
the said Jean Batiste Lasselle, Jun. produced unto the Board a deed of conveyance from the said Jean Batiste Las- 


selle, Senior, to him, in the words following, viz. 


Terrirory oF Micuican, to wit: 

This indenture, made on the 31st day of December, 1807, between Jean Batiste Lasselle, Senior, of the river 
Aux Raisins, of the one part, and Jean Batiste Lasselle, Junior, son of the said Jean Batiste Lasselle, Senior, of the 
other part, witnesseth that the said Jean Batiste Lasselle, Senior, as well for as in consideratio.. of the natural love 
and affection which the said Jean Batiste Lasselle, Senior. hath and beareth unto the said Jean Batiste Lasselle, Ju- 
nior, as also for the better maintenance and support and livelihood of him, the said Jean Batiste Lasselle, Junior, 
hath given, granted, aliened, and confirmed, and by these presents doth give, grant, alien, and confirm, unto the 
said Jean Batiste Lasselle, Junior, his heirs and assigns, sit teak wntenan, or mansion house, with the orchard, 
garden, and several pieces or parcels of land, or farm, situate, lying, and being, on the north side of said river Rai- 
sins, in said territory of Michigan, containing four acres three poles in front, by forty arpents, or French acres, in 
depth, bounded in front by said river Raisins, in rear by the farm of river Aux Sables, on the east by Sally Dormond, 
and on the west by the late Pierre ‘Tessier’s farm, now in the possession of Monsieur de St. Ours, who hes married 
the widow of the said Pierre Tessier; together with all and singular the hereditaments and appurtenances there- 
unto belonging, or in anywise appertaining to the said messuage, farm, Jands, and premises hereby mentioned, or 
intended to be granted and confirmed unto the said Jean Batiste Lasselle, Junior, as aforesaid, and: the rents, 
issues, and profits of all and singular the premises, with the appurtenances; and all the estate, right, title, interest, 
property, claim, and demand, whatsoever, of him, the said Jean Batiste Lasselle, Senior, of, in, and to the said 
premises, with their appurtenances: to have and to hold the said messuage, lands, and all and singular other the 
premises hereby granted and confirmed unto the said Jean Batiste Lasselle, Junior, his heirs and assigns, to the 
only proper use and behoof of the said Jean Batiste Lasselle, Junior, his heirs and assigns, forever. In witness 
whereof, the said Jean Batiste Lasselle, Senior, has hereunto set his hand and seal, the day, month, and year first 


above mentioned. 
; ; . _ JEAN BATISTE LASSELLE. [1. s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in presence of 
Geo. McDoveat1, Notary Public. 
Jacob SMiru. 


Territory or Micuican, to wit: 

Personally appeared before me, George McDougall, Notary Public for the district of Detroit and Erie, J 
Batiste Lasselle, Senior, and acknowledge | that he had voluntarily signed, sealed, and delivered the within deed. 
for the purposes therein contained. In testimony whereof, I have granted the present certificate under my notarial 


form and seal of office, at the city of Detroit, the 31st day of December, 1807. 
GEO. McDOUGALL. [1.s.] 


The above described farm contains, by estimation, about one hundred and sixty arpents of land, it being four 

. arpents and three poles in front, by forty arpents in depth, bounded in front by the river Raisins, and in rear by 
the farms on river Aux Sables, east by Sally Dormond, and west by the lands of the late Pierre Tessier, deceased: 
whereupon, Joseph Hivon was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
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ed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Francois Soubriette was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
‘ulna and woah aed 9 so until he sold to Jean Batiste Lasselle, Senior, who continued to possess and occupy the 
same until he sold to the present claimant, who occupies the same. _ ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 89; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


Lanp Orrice, Detrorr, January 8, 1808. 
We certify the foregoing transcript to be a true copy of the minutes of the Land Board at Detroit. 


. STANLEY GRISWOLD, 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


No. 5. 


Transcript of the proceedings of the Commissioners of the Land Board at Detroit, from the 1st day of Janua 
to the 31st day of March, 1808. dl ad 


Fripay, January 1, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at ten in the forenoon. 
Saturpay, January 2, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, January 4, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 90. Jean Marie Beaupien.—The claim of Jean Marie Beaubien, Esq. toa farmon river Detroit, which was 
entered at full length with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 325, under the date 
of the 8th March, 1805, containing, by estimation, one hundred and forty arpents, it being two arpents in front by 
seventy arpents in depth, bounded in front by the river Detroit, on the east-northeast by Charles Pelletier, and on 
the west-southwest by Francois Gouin, was taken into consideration: whereupon, Charles Peltier was brought for- 
ward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of 
July, 1796, Antoine Billou, dit L’Esperance, was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so 
until the 28th November, 1798, when he sold to the claimant, who, since that time to this day, has possessed and 
occupied the same. ne ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 90; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


Turspay, January 5, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
j Wepnespay, January 6, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 91. Jacques Campeav.—The claim of Jacques Campeau to a farm on river Detroit, containing, by estima- 
tion, two hundred and eighty arpents, was taken into consideration. This farm was first composed of two tracts of 
land, to wit: one tract of three arpents in front by eighty in depth, entered by Gabriel Chene with the former Com- 
missioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 257, under the date of the 28th February, 1805; the other 
tract of one arpent by forty in depth, entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office, by Charles Peltier 
in val. 2, page 70, under the date of 24th January, 1806. Jacques Campeau possesses this farm, as his share of in- 
heritance of his father’s estate. This farm is bounded in front by the river Detroit, in rear by .unconceded lands, 
on the east-northeast by lands claimed by Gabriel Chene, and on the west-southwest by lands claimed and owned 
by Charles Peltier. Whereupon, Charles Peltier was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, 
being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, a long time previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession 
and occupancy of the premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 91; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
a a plot of the survey, with the quantity of Jand therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Saturday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Saturpay, January 9, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, January 11, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. : 
Wepnespay, January 13, 1808, 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Friday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Fripay, January 15, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, January 18, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
WEDNEsDay, January 20, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Friday next, at ten in the forenoon. 
Fripay, January 22, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten in the forenoon. 
Monpay, January 25, 1808, 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at ten in the forenoon. 
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Wepnespay, January 27, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Friday next, at ten in the forenoon. 


é . Frinvay, January 29, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in-the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 92. Heirs of Josepx Bonp1, deceased.—The claim of the heirs of Joseph Bondi, deceased, by Gabriel God- 
froy, administrator, to a tract of land on river Ecorces, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in vol. 2. page 65,'under the date of the 18th February, 1805, was taken into consideration. This 
tract contains two arpents in front, by forty in depth, bounded east by Jean Batiste Rousson, west by Louis Bour- 
rasa, in front by the river Detroit, and in rear by * * * * * *. Whereupon, Paul Pernier, dit Vadeboncceur, was 
brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to 
the Ist July, 1796, James May was in possession of the premises, as an heir of the St. Cosme family, and continued 
so until he sold to the said deceased, which was on the 25th July, 1797, who occupied the same until his death; since 
which time, the said Gabriel Godfroy, administrator as aforesaid, has had the premises in charge, and the widow 
and children have occupied the same. ; ’ ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above tract of land, as 
administrator, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 92; and that he cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. ; ; 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


; ; Monpay, February 1, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 93. Georce Horrman.—The claim of George Hoffman. as grantee of Jacob Clemens, to a tract of land lying 
on the south side of the main branch of the river Rouge, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 47, under the date of the 16th February, 1805, was taken into consideration. 
This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and eighty acres, it being seven acres in front by forty in depth, 
and is bounded as follows, to wit: in front by river Rouge, west by lands not yet conceded, and east by lands be- 
longing to Christian Clemens and William Buchannan. 

Whereu pon, Christian Clemens was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, this tract was in possession and eccupancy of Francis Jones, and 
continued so until he sold to the said Jacob Clemens, who occupied and possessed the same until he sold to the present 
claimant, (who has been in possession ever since,) as per deed dated the 8th October, 1805, in the words follow- 
ing, to wit: 

** This indenture, made this 8th day of October, A. D. 1805, between Jacob Clemens, of the town of Detroit,. of 
the district of Detroit, and Territory of Michigan, of the one part, and George Hoffman, of the same place, of the 
other part, witnesseth that the said Jacob Clemens, for and in consideration of the sum of fifty dollars, current 
money of the United States of America, to him in hand well and truly paid by the said George Hoffman, at and 
before the delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof the said Jacob doth hereby acknowledge, and thereof doth 
fully acquit and discharge the said George Hoftman, his heirs, executors, and administrators, hath granted, bargained, 
sold, aliened, released, and confirmed, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, sell, alien, release, and confirm, 
unto the said George Hoffman, his heirs and assigns, forever, a certain piece, parcel, or tract of land, situate, lying, 
and being on the south side of the main branch of river Rouge, bounded in front by said river, on the west by lands 
not yet conceded, and on the east by lands belonging to Christian Clemens and William Buchannan, containing six 
or seven acres in front, more or less, and the usual or customary measure of forty acres in depth, together with ail 
the buildings and improvements thereon erected and made, and all other the appurtenances: to have and to hold 
the said tract of land, with all and every the appurtenances thereunto belonging, unto him, the said George Hoffman, 
his heirs and assigns, forever, to the only proper use and behoof of him, the said George Hoffman, his heirs and assigns, 
forever. And the said Jacob Clemens, for himself, his heirs, executors, and administrators, doth covenant, promise, 
and grant, to and with the said George Hoffman, his heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, that the said 
tract of land, and every part and parcel thereof, unto him, the said George Hoffman, his heirs and assigns, against 
the claims of all persons whatsoever, except the Government of the United States, shall and will forever warrant 
and defend by these presents. 

The tract of Jand hereby conveyed is the same that was sold and conveyed to the said Jacob Clemens by 
Francis Jones, by his deed dated the 5th day of April, 1798. In testimony of all and singular the premises afore- 
said, the said John Clemens has hereunto set his hand, and affixed his seal, the day and year first above written. 


JACOB CLEMENS. [. s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
James BurneETT, Wim Watson, 
Davin Ross, Joun Watson. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 93; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


Wepnespay, February 3, 1808. 
The Board met at ten in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to Friday 
next at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Fripay, February 5, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday. next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, February 8, 1808. 
‘The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, February 10, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Friday next, at ten in the forenoon. 
Frivay, February 12, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, February 15, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. : 
Wennespay, February 17, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
‘to Friday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 














PUBLIC LANDS. [1807. 





328 





Frivay, February 19, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, February 22, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. : 
j Wepnespay, February 24, 1808, 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Friday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
¥ripay, February 26, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, February 29, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. \ 
Weopnespay, March 2, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Friday aext, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Fripay, March 4, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, March 7, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 94. Henry BerrueLer.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Henry Berthelet to a lot of ground 
lying and being in the town of Detroit, bounded on the northwest by the commons, or what was formerly called 
King’s domain, on the east by the river Detroit, on the northeast by the highway, and in rear by the lot of the late 
Colonel McKee. ‘This claim was duly entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
vol. 1, page 264, under the date of the Ist February, 1805. 

Whereupon, Captain John Fearson was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, James Baby was in possession and tenanted the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has ever since possessed and occupied the same. 

And thereupon-it doth appear to the commissioners that the said claimant is entitled to the above described lot 
of ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 94; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Wepnespay, March 9, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being ,no business, adjourned 
to Friday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Fripay, March 11, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Mownpay, Aéarch 14, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, tiere being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. , 
Wepnespay, March 16, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Friday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Fripay, March 18, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, March 21, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. : 
Tuespay, March 22, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 95. AnTornE Bonpi.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Antoine Bondi toa tract of land situ- 
ate, lying, and being on river Ecorces, consisting of two arpents in front, by one hundred arpents in depth, it being 
part and parcel of a larger tract of twenty-four arpents in front, duly entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2, page 97, under the date of 19th February, 1805. 

Whereupon, Gabriel Godfroy was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Joseph Bondi (father to the claimant) was in posses- 
ston and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; and that, after his death, the,claimant having 
purchased the rights of the other heirs, has been in constant possession and occupancy of the said premises. 


The following deed was produced, viz. 
TERRITOIRE DE Micuican, District du Detroit: 

Par devant les temoins soussignés furent presents les enfants et héritiers de défunt Joseph Bondi, savoir, Gabriel 
Godfroy, comme administrateur de defunt Joseph Bondi, fils ainé, et aussi comme mari de Therese Bondi, son 
épouse, Dominique Bondi, Laurent Bondi, Benjamin Bondi, Gabriel Bondi, Antoine Baron pour Catherine Bondi, 
son épouse, Joseph Beaubien pour Josette Bondi, son épouse, et Bernard Campeanu pour Veronique Bondi, son 
épouse; lesquels reconnoissent avoir vendu, cedé, quitté, transporté, et délaissé et abandonné dés a present et & tou- 
jours, promettent faire jouir et garantir de tous dons, douaires, hypothéques, évictions, aliénations, substitutions, et 
de tout trouble et empéchement générallement quelconque, (excepté de la part du Gouvernement des Etats Unis,) 
a Antoine Bondi, leur frére et beautrére, & ce présent acceptant acquéreur pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, 
une terre, ou plantation, sise et située a la riviere Aux Ecorces, dans le district du Detroit, et territoire de Michigan 
consistante en deux arpents de front, sur cent arpents en profondeur; bornée d’un cété par Charles Michel Cam- 
peau, et de l’autre par Antoine Baron, par devant par la riviére du Detroit, et par derriere par Jes terres non con- 
cedées; tel et ainsy que la ditte terre se poursuit et comporte de toutes parts, circonstances, et dépendances que le 
dit acquéreur dit bien savoir et connoitre, et dont il dit étre content et satisfait. ; 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, et abandon, ainsy fait pour et moyennant le prix et somme de deux 
cent dix-huit pounds, neuf chelings, quatre pence, cours de la Nouvelle York, que les dits héritiers reconnoissent 
avoir regu du dit acquéreur lors et avant la passation des présentes, dont ils le tiennent quitte et dechargé ainsy que 
tous autres; déclarant les dits héritiers que cette somme a fait partie des payements que chacun d’eux a recus pour sa 
part et portion & I’héritage de defunt Joseph Bondi, leur pére et beaupére, et a été avancée par le dit Antoine Bondi, 
le présent acquéreur; au moyen de quoy tous et chacun d’eux renoncent et abandonnent nettement et entiérement 
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toutes prétentions qu’ils ont pa avoir sur la ditte terre avant la passation des présentes; veulent et entendent que le 
dit Antoine Bondi enjouisse et dispose comme bon lui semblera, et comme d’un bien justement acquis sans qu’aucun 
deux, leurs hoirs, et ayant, cause puissent jamais le troubler dans la paisible possession et jouissance de la ditte 
terre. Car ainsy sont conveniies les parties de bonne foy, promettant, &c. renongant, &c. obligeant, &c. 

Fait et passé au Detroit le quatorziéme jour d A’6ut, en l’an de notre Seigneur mil huit cent six; et les parties ont 
signé ou fait leurs marques ordinaires en présence de temoins, et ont scellé aprés que lecture leur a été faitte des 


présentes. 
Comme administrateur, &c, GAB. GODFROY, [t. s.} 
GAB, GODFROY, [t. s.] 
DOMINIQUE BONDI, sa x marque, [L..s.] 
LAURENT BONDI, sa x marque, [1. s.] 
BENJAMIN BONDI, sa x marque, [1. s.] 
GABRIEL BONDI, sa x marque, [x. s.] 
ANTOINE BARON, [1. s.] 
JOSEPH BEAUBIEN, [t. s.] 
BERNARD CAMPEAU, sa x marque, [1. s.] 
Signé, scellé, et delivre en présence de 
Antoine MERcURE, 
JoserH Voyez. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No, 95; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 96. TuEerese Goprroy.—The claim of Therese Godfroy, grantee of Antoine Bondi, to a tract of land, 
situate, lying, and being on the north side of river Raisins, was taken into consideration. ‘This tract consists of three 
arpents in front, by forty in depth, is bounded in front by the said river, above by Jean Batiste Jerome, and below by 
Batiste Reaume, and was duly entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, by Gabriel 
Godfroy, (for Antoine Bondi, claim 21,) in volume 1, page 295, under the date of 30th August, 1804. 

Whereupon, Joseph Bondi was brought forward as a witnessin behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Jean Batiste Couture wasin possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to Antoine Bondi, who possessed and occupied until he made it over to 


the claimant, who has since possessed and occupied the same. 
The deed of gift is as follows. to wit: 


Terrirory or Micuiean, to wit: 

This indenture, made the twenty-fourth day of October, 1806, between Antoine Bondi, of the district of De- 
troit, of the one part, and Therese, his sister, now wife of Colonel Gabriel Godfroy, of the same district, of the 
other part, witnesseth that the said Antoine Bondi, for and in consideration of the natural love and affection which 
he, the said Antoine Bondi, hath and beareth unto the said Therese, his sister, hath given, granted, aliened, and 
enteofted, and confirmed, and by these presents doth give, grant, alien, and enfeoft, and confirm, unto the said 
Therese, his sister, her heirs and assigns, all that farm, or tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the river Aux 
Raisins, in the district of Erie, and territory of Michigan, consisting of three arpents in front by forty arpents in 
depth, bounded above by Jean Batiste Jerome, and below by Batiste Reaume, together with all the buildings thereon 
erected, enclosures, &c., and all the appurtenances thereunto belonging, or in anywise appertaining, and the rever- 
sion and reversions, remainder and remainders, rents, issues, and profits, of all and singular the said premises, 
and all the estate, right, title, interest, property, claim, and demand, whatsoever, of him, the said Antoine Bondi, of, 
in, and to the said farm, or tract of land, and of, in, and to every part and parcel thereof, with their and every of 
their appurtenances: to have and to hold the said farm, or tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby 
granted and confirmed, or mentioned, or intended so to be, with their and every of their appurtenances, unto the 
said Therese, her heirs and assigns, to the only proper use and behoof of her, the said Therese, her heirs and assigns, 
forever. And the said Antoine Bondi, for himself, his heirs, executors, and administrators, doth covenant, grant, 
and agree, to and with the said Therese, her heirs and assigns, by these presents, that she, the said Therese, her 
heirs and assigns, shall, and lawfully may, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, peaceably and quietly, 
have, hold, use, occupy, possess, and enjoy, the said farm, or tract of land, and premises, hereby granted and con- 
firmed, or mentioned, or intended to be hereby granted and confirmed, with their and every of their appurtenances, 
free, clear, and fully discharged, or well and sufficiently saved, kept harmless, and indemnified of, from, and against 
all former and other gifts, grants, bargains, sales, troubles, charges, and incumbrances, whatsoever had, done, or 
suffered, or to be had, made, done, or suffered by him, the said Antoine Bondi, his heirs or assigns, or any other 
person or persons lawfully claiming, or to claim, by, from, or under him, them, or any of them. 

In witness whereof, the said parties to these presents have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year 


above written. 
ANTOINE BONDI. [1. s.] 


Seated and delivered in the presence of 
Peter Auprain, d. P. D. D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the said claimant is entitled to the above described 
tract of land, and that she have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 96; and that she cause the same 
to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 


of the Land Office at Detroit. 7 
And then the Board adjourned to Thursday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


Tuurspay, March 24, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 97. Harris H. Hicxman.—The claim of Harris Hampden Hickman, Esq. as grantee of George Hoffman, 
who was grantee of John Watson and his wife, who were grantees of Charles Sweeney, who was grantee of Fran - 
cis Raimond, who was grantee of John Pinkerton, who was grantee of Daniel Pursley, to a tract of land, situate, 
lying, and being on the south side, or river Rouge, was taken into consideration. This tract contains four acres in 
tront by forty in depth, is bounded on one side by Samuel Driver, and on the other side by John Cissne, and was 
entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, by Charles Sweeney, in volume 1, page 106, 
under the date of January 18, 1805. 

Whereupon, John Cissne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Daniel Pursley was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he suld to John Pinkerton, who sold to Francis Raimond, who sold to Charles 
Sweeney. The deponent further says that the premises have been constantly occupied, or tenanted, by the subse- 
quent purchasers, to this day. ey arenl 

The claimant produced, in support of his claim, the three following bills of sale, to wit: 

_ This indenture, made the seventeenth day of January, 1806, between Charles Sweeney, of river Rouge, in the 
_ district of Detroit, and territory of Michigan, of the one part, and John Watson, of the town of Detroit, in the 
district and territory aforesaid, witnesseth that the said Charles Sweeney, for and in consideration of the sum of 
seventy-five dollars, to him in hand paid by the said John Watson, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, 
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has granted, bargained, and sold, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, and sell, unto the said John Watson, his 
heirs and assigns, forever, a certain tract of land, situate on river Rouge aforesaid, containing four arpents in front 
by forty in depth, bounded in front by the said river Rouge, on one side by Samuel Driver, and on the other side 
by John Cissne, be the same more or less, together with all the buildings thereon: to have and to hold the said lands, 
with their and every of their appurtenances, unto the said John Watson, his heirs and assigns, forever, to the only 
proper use and behoof of the said John Watson, his heirs and assigns, forever. And the said Charles Sweeney, 
for onell, his heirs, executors, and administrators, covenants to and with the said John Watson, and his heirs, that 
he will warrant and forever defend the title to the said tract of land unto the said John Watson, his heirs and 
assigns, against the claims of all persons whatsoever, except the Government of the United States. 

In witness whereof, the said Charles Sweeney has hereunto set his hand and seal, at Detroit, the day and year 


first aforesaid. 
, , CHARLES SWEENEY. his x mark. [L. s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
Bates, 
Davin Ross, 
G. HorrMan. 


This indenture, made the eighteenth day of January, 1806, between John Watson, and Catherine his wife, of 
the town of Detroit, in the territory of Michigan, of tke one part, and George Hoffman, of the same place, of the 
other part, witnesseth, that for and in consideration of the sum of seventy-five dollars, to the said John Watson in 
hand paid, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, they, the said John Watson, and Catherine his wife, have 
bargained, and sold, and by these presents do grant, bargain, and sell, unto the said George Hoffman, his heirs and 
assigns, forever, a certain tract of land, situate on the river Rouge, in the territory aforesaid, containing four arpents 
in front by forty arpents in depth, bounded in front by the said river Rouge, on the lower side by the lands of 
Samuel Driver, and on the upper side by a piece of land claimed by John Cissne, be the same more or less, together 
with all the buildings thereon erected: to have and to hold the said tract of land, and all its appurtenances, unto 
the said George Hoffman, his heirs and assigns, forever. And the said John Watson, for himself and his heirs, cove- 
nants to and with the said George Hoffman and his heirs, that he will forever warrant and defend the title to the 
said land, against all persons claiming by, through, or under them, or any of them, but against no other claim. 

In witness whereof, the said John Watson and wife have hereunto set their hands, and affixed their seals, the 


day and year first aforesaid. 
JOHN WATSON, [L. s.] 
: CATHERINE WATSON, her x mark. [t. s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
F. Bates. 


This indenture witnesseth that I, George Hoffman, the subscriber hereunto, have granted, bargained, and sold, 
and by these presents do grant, bargain, and sell, transfer, assign, and make over, unto Harris Hampden Hickman, 
Esq. all my right, title, interest, claim, and demand, in and to a certain piece or tract of land, lying on the south 
side of river Rouge, in the land district called Detroit, containing four acres in front by forty in depth, being the 
same which was sold and conveyed by Charles Sweeney to John Watson and wife, and by the said John Watsor: 
and wife to myself, as by reference to the deeds executed on the occasion may more fully appear. 

Witness my hand and seal, this 23d day of March, A. D. 1808. 

GEORGE HOFFMAN. [L. s.} 


Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
Joun CissneE, 
Francis M, AuDRAIN. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the afore described tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 97; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 


And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
; Fripay, March 25, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 98. Antoine Campcau.—The claim of Antoine Campeau to a tract of land on the north side of river Aux 
Raisins, duly entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 272, under the 
date of 2d February, 1805, was taken into consideration. 

This tract consists of three arpents in front by one hundred in depth, is bounded in front by the said river Aux 
Raisins, on one side by Antoine Lasselle, and on the other side by Louis Lenfant. 

Whereupon, James Lasselle was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that the said Antoine Campeau was in possession and occupancy of the premises several years 
before the Ist July, 1796, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth = to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract o! 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 98; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Mownpay, March 28, 1808. 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. . 


No. 99. JosepH WeEaver.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Weaver, as grantee of the 
widow and heirs of the late William Hurt, deceased, and which was duly entered with the former Commissioners of 
the Land Office at Detroit, by the late William Hurt, in volume 1, page 22, under the date of 2d January, 1805, to a 
tract of land on the northerly side of river Rouge, containing seven and one-half acres in front,and extending back 
to the old Indian path, so called, in depth forty acres, more or less, from said river, bounded in front on said river 
Rouge, below by the lands of the late Joseph Cissne, deceased, and above by a farm claimed by James Cissne. 

Wherspen, John Dodemead, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late William Hurt, deceased, was in 
possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until his death; that the widow and children occupied 
and coo the same until they sold to the present claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same ever since 
to this day. 

Toreaen produced, in support of his claims, the three following deeds, or bills of sale, to wit: 


This indenture, made at Detroit, in the territory of Michigan, the 18th day of March, 1807, between Mary 
Hurt, widow, Joseph Hurt, Zachariah Hurt, and Nathan Hurt, all of the district of Detroit, and territory of 
Michigan aforesaid, of the one part, and Joseph Weaver, of the same district and territory aforesaid, witnesseth that 
the said Mary Hurt, Joseph Hurt, Zachariah Hurt, and Nathan Hurt, fdr and in consideration of the sum of four 
hundred dollars, lawful money of the United States, to them in hand paid, or secured to be paid, by the said Joseph 
Weaver, at or before the sealing and delivery hereof, the receipt whereof they, the said Mary, Joseph, Zachariah, 
and Nathan, do by these presents acknowledge, and the anid Joseph, his heirs, executors, administrators, and 
assigns, and each and every of them, do hereby acquit and forever exonerate, have granted, bargained, sold, 
aliened, and confirmed, and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell, alien, and confirm, unto him, the said Joseph 
Weaver, and to his heirs and assigns, forever, all that certain messuage and tenement, or tract of land, with the 
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appurtenances thereon erected or made, situated, lying, and being upon the northerly side of river Rouge, -in the 
district of Detroit, and territory aforesaid, containing seven and one-half acres in front upon said river, and extending 
back to the old Indian path, so called, in depth forty acres, more or less, from the said river, (with the exception of 
one and a half acres in width, commencing about ten acres from said river, and extending back with the extent of 
this tract, by the grantors sold and conveyed to Mr. Charles Rouleau,) and bounded in front on said river Rouge, 
upon the lower side by the farm of Joseph Cissne, deceased, and upon the upper side by a farm claimed by James 
Cissne, and in rear by unsettled lands, making in the whole two hundred and fifty acres of land, more or less, and 
being the same premises and tract of land late in the possession of William Hurt, father of the said Joseph, Zacha- 
riah, and Nathan, late of said district of Detroit, deceased: to have and to hold the said tract of land and pre- 
mises above described, with all and singular the appurtenances and privileges to the same belonging, unto the said 
Joseph Weaver, his heirs and assigns, and to his and their use, benefit, and behoof, forever. And the said Mary, 
Joseph, Zachariah, and Nathan, for themselves, their heirs, and each of their heirs, covenant and engage to war- 
rantee and forever defend said premises and tract of land above described unto the said Joseph Weaver, his heirs 
and assigns, against the lawful claim and demands of themselves, and all persons claiming, or to claim, from or 
under them, or either of them, and against the lawful claim of all other persons in and to said premises, with the 
exception of the claim of the United States of America, or any persons deriving or to derive title or claim from and 
under the said United States, which right they do explicitly except out of their warrantee, and the said Joseph 
Weaver agreeing to take that risk upon iimeselé firmly by these presents. In testimony whereof, the said Mary, 
Josep, Zachariah, and Nathan, the grantors above named, and the said Joseph Weaver, have hereunto interchange- 
ably signed their names, and fixed their respective seals, the day, month, and year first above named. 


MARY HURT, her x mark, [1. s.] 
JOSEPH HURT, [t. s.] 
ZACHARIAH HURT, [t. s.] 
NATHAN HURT. [1. s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
Joun Dopemean, J. P. 
Joun Dopemeap, Jr. 


This indenture, made and executed the 23d day of March, A. D. 1808, between William Murphy, of the terri- 
tury of Michigan, and Oney Murphy, daughter and co-heir of the late William Hurt, of river Rouge, deceased, 
wile of the said William Murphy, of the one part, and Joseph Weaver, of the said territory of Michigan, of the 
other part, witnesseth that the said William Murphy, and Oney, wife of the said William, for and in consideration 
of the sum of fifty-five dollars, lawful money of the United States, to them in hand paid by Joseph Weaver, the 
receipt whereof the said William and Oney do hereby acknowledge, and the said Joseph Weaver, his heirs, execu- 
tors, and administrators, thereof and therefrom forever acquit and discharge, have granted, bargained, sold, aliened, 
released, and confirmed, and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell, alien, release, and confirm, unto the said Joseph 
Weaver, his heirs and assigns, forever, all that certain undivided share and part of a certain messuage and pre- 
mises, and tract of land situate and being on the northerly side of river Rouge, in the district of Detroit, and terri- - 
tory aforesaid, and whereof the said William Hurt, father of the said Oney Murphy, died seized and possessed, 
containing seven and one-half acres in front upon said river, and extending back to the old Indian path, and bounded 
in front upon said river, upon the lower side by the farm of the late Joseph Cissne, and on the upper side by a farm 
claimed by James Cissne, and in rear by unsettled lands: to have and to hold the said undivided share of the said 
William Murphy, and Oney, his wife, and all right, interest, claim, and demand of the said William, and Oney, 
his wife, in and to the said premises, privileges, and appurtenances to the same in anywise belonging or appertaining, 
unto the said Joseph Weaver, his heirs and assigns, to his and their only proper use, benefit, and behoof, forever. 
And the said William Murphy, and Oney, wife of the said William, do by these presents covenant and agree, that 
they have full right, and lawful authority, to make sale of said undivided share in said premises in as full estate as 
above set forth; and further, that they will at all times hereafter be ready and willing, upon request, to make, 
execute, and deliver unto the said Joseph, his heirs and assigns, any other or further conveyance or assurance in 
law, thereby to vest the whole right and interest of the said Oney, of, in, and to said premises above described, in 
the said Joseph Weaver, his heirs and assigns, thereby to have all right, interest, and claim whatsoever, of the said 
William, and Oney, his wife, and their heirs and assigns, in and to said premises. In witness of all and singular 
the premises aforesaid, and every part thereof, the said William Murphy, and Oney, wife of the said William, have 
hereunto set their hands and seals, at Detroit, in the territory of Michigan, the day, month, and year first above 


written. 
WILLIAM MURPHY, his x mark, [t. s.] 
: ONEY MURPHY, her x mark. [1. s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
James ABBOTT, 
ABRAHAM MEssMorRE. 


To all persons to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, Benjamin Jones, Mary, wife of the said Benjamin, late Mary Hurt, William Ailen, and 
Olney, wife of the said William, late Olney Hurt, and Peter Cayé, and Rachel, wife of said Peter, late Rachel 
Hurt, late of river Rouge, in the district of Detroit, and territory of Michigan, for and in consideration of one dollar, 
to us, respectively, paid by Joseph Weaver, of the same district, and territory aforesaid, in-hand well and truly paid, 
the receipt whereof we do every and each of us, respectively, acknowledge to owe received, and him, the said g Bae 
his heirs, executors, and administrators, do hereby acquit, and forever exonerate, have granted, bargained, sold, re- 
leased, and confirmed, and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell, release, and confirm, to the said Joseph Weaver, his 
heirs and assigns, all and singular our rights, interest, claim, and demand whatsoever, which we, and each and every 
of us, our heirs, executors, or administrators, now have, claim, or demand, or which we, or either of us, might, or could 
have, claim, or demand, in and to a certain messuage, tenement, and lot of land, as heirs, or otherwise, of the said 
William Hurt, our said father, deceased, situated, lying, and being on the northerly side of river Rouge, in the dis- 
trict of Detroit, and territory of Michigan aforesaid, whereof the said William Hurt, at the time of his death, was 
seized and possessed, containing seven and one-half acres front, upon river Rouge, and extending thence back to the 
old Indian path, so called, being forty acres in depth, more or less, (with the excepiion of a strip of land of one and 
a half acres in width, commencing about ten acres from said river, and extending back the depth of said tract of 
land, heretofore sold to Charles Rouleau,) and bounded in front upon said river Rouge, on the lower part by the 
farm of Joseph Cissne, deceased, and on the — part by the farm of James Cissne, and in rear by the said 
Indian path, making, in the whole, two hundred and fifty acres of land, more or less: to have and to hold the said 
tract of land, with the privileges and appurtenances thereunto belonging, to the said Joseph Weaver, his heirs and 
assigns, to his and their only proper use, .benefit, and behoof, forever, with all right, interest, claim or demand, 
which we, or either of us, our heirs, executors, or administrators now have, can, or might have, or claim in and to the 
said tract of land or premises, or any part thereof, by virtue of our being the children and heirs of the said William 
Hurt: and we, and each and every of us, covenant and agree, to and with the said Joseph Weaver, his heirs and 
assigns, that we shall and will, upon reasonable notice, and at the expense of said Weaver, be ready and willin 
to do and perform any other or further act, and thereby to vest in the said Joseph, his heirs and assigns, all and eac 
‘of our respective rights or interests that we now have, or may have, as the children or heirs of said William Hurt, 
deceased, in and to said premises, and every part thereof, firmly by these presents. In witness whereof, and all 





332 PUBLIC LANDS. , [1sor 


~~ 





and singular the premises aforesaid, we, the said Benjamin Jones, and Mary his wife, William Allen, and Olney 
his wife, and Peter Cayé, and Rachel his wife, have hereunto set our} hands and seals, at Raleigh, in the province 


of Upper Canada, this 19th day of March, A. D. 1808. i 
BENJAMIN JONES, his x mark, [x. s.] 
MARY JONES, her x mark, [L. s.] 
WILLIAM ALLEN, his x mark, (x. s}. 
OLNEY ALLEN, her x mark, [t. s.] 
PETER CAYE, his x mark, [1. s.] 
RACHEL CAYE, her x mark. [L. s.] 


Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
Tuomas M’Crea, J. P. W. 2D. 
Joun Draxe, J. P. IY. 2. 
Natuan A. Hurr. 


Upper Canapa, Western District, ss. 

Be it remembered, that personally appeared before me, John Drake, Esq. one of His Majesty’s Justices of the 
Peace for the said district, Mary Hurt, wife of Benjamin Jones, Olney Hurt, wife of William Allen. and Rache! 
Hurt, wife of Peter Cayé, and did severally acknowledge the within instrument of writing to be their free 
act and deed, by them severally executed and delivered for the purposes therein contained. Mary Jones, wife of 
Benjamin Jones, Olney Allen, wife of William Allen, and Rachel Cayé, wife of Peter Cayé, being likewise ex- 
amined apart and separate from their husbands, touching their executions of said instrument of writing, did ac- 
knowledge that they did sign, seal, and deliver, as their act and deed, and that they did execute the same of their 
own free will and accord, without any compulsion, fear, or restraint of their said husbands, or any of them, and that 
they or either of them has no desire or wish to retract therefrom; and each is desirous that their act therein may be 


good and valid in law. ea ae ‘ 
Acknowledged and done before me, at my house at Raleigh, in ‘said district, this 19th day of March, A. D. 


1808. 
JOHN DRAKE, J. P. WD. (1. s.3 


Territory or Micuican, District of Detroit, ss. 

Be it remembered, that personally appeared before me, Peter Audrain, Esq. one of the Justices assigned to keep 
the peace in and for the district of Detroit, and territory of Michigan, aforesaid, Nathan Hurt, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that the signature of Nathan Hurt, as subscribing witness to the within deed, is of his own 
handwriting; and, further, that he was personally present at the execution of said deed, and saw Benjamin Jones 
and Mary, wife of said Benjamin, William Allen, and Olney, wife of said William, Peter Cayé, and Rachel, wife 
of said Peter, respectively sign, seal, and deliver said instrument of writing, as their and each of their free act and 
deed, for the purposes therein mentioned, the same being first read and explained to them respectively. 

NATHAN HURT. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, this 28th day of March, 1808. 
Peter Auprain, J. P. D. D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 99; and that he eause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Thursday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


Tuurspay, March 31, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 100. Junttan Hamrramck anv Harriet HamTramcx.—The claim of Julian and Harriet Hamtramck, daugh- 
ters of the late Colonel John Francis Hamtramck, deceased, to a farm on river Detroit, in the district of Detroit, 
which was duly entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 249, under the 
date of 31st January, 1895, was taken into consideration. This tract of land is situate on the river Detroit, in the 
district of Detroit, and contains two arpents in front, by forty in depth, is bounded in front by the river Detroit. 
and in rear by unconceded lands, above by Jean Batiste Chapoton, and below by the farm of the late Antoine 


Moras, deceased. : , ci , ” 
Whereupon, Ignace Moras was brought forward as a witness in belialf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn. 


deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Jacques Campeau was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to the late Colonel Hamtramck, who possessed and occupied the same until 
his death; since which time, the claimants, by their’guardian, Governor Harrison, of the Indiana territory, have pos- 
sessed and tenanted the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 100; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a _— of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register o! 


the Land Office at Detroit. 
And then the Board adjourned to Saturday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
STANLEY GRISWOLD. 


PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


No. 6. 


Transcript of the minutes of the Board of Commissioners ai Detroit, from the 2d day of April to the 28th May, 
1808, tnclusively. 
Saturpay, April 2, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, “April 4, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. ‘ 
Wepnespay, {pril 6, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. ; 
Tuurspay, April 7, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 101. Toussaint Potuier.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Toussaint Pothier to a lot of 
ground at Michillimackinack, which had been entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, 





ect 





























.1807.] LAND CLAIMS IN THE MICHIGAN TERRITORY. 333 





in volume 2. page 18, under the date of the 26th December, 1805. The said lot is ninety-seven feet in front, and 
one hundred and seventy-six in depth, more or less; is bounded in front by the lake, in rear by the main street, on 
the southwest by Messrs. Rocheblane and Porlier, northeast by the street dividing the public ground from the town. 

Whereupon, George Meldrum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 101; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 102. Rousseau and Battty.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Rousseau and Bailly to a lot of 
ground at Michillimackinack, which had been entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit. 
in vol. 2, page 20, under the date of December 26, 1805. The said lot is eighty-six feet in front, by two hundred 
a —_ ‘more or less, bounded by Michael Doussman on the southwest, and on the northeast by Rocheblane and 

orlier. 

Whereupon, George Meldrum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, cleposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, one Charles Maillet was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until the 26th of June, 1802, when he suld to the claimants, as per deed recorded 
by the former register in book F, page 6. ; 

Solomon Sibley was also brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, deposed 
and said, that Joseph Bailly, one of the claimants, was in possession and occupancy of the premises in July, 1807. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 102; and that they cause the same 
to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Re- 
gister of the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Saturday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Satrurpay, 4pril 9, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 


to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, “pril 11, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 


to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Tuespay, April 12, 1808, 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 103. Jacos Franks. —The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacob Franks to a lot of ground at 
Michillimackinack, which had been entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, 
page 457, under the date of the 24th of December, 1805. This lot is eighty feet in front by one hundred and fifty 
in depth, is bounded in front by the main street, in rear by the lake, on one side by Michael Doussman, and on the 
other by a lane leading to the lake. 

Whereupon, John McGulpin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 

deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Alexis Laframboise, deceased, was in possession and oc- 
cupancy of the premises, and continued so until his death; that Josiah Bleakley, curator to the estate of said La- 
framboise, sold to the claimant, (as per deed of 17th of July, 1802,) who hasspossessed and occupied the premises to 
this day, at least until last fall, when the deponent left Michillimackinack. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claitnant is entitled to the above described Jot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 103; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 104. Dominick Roussrav.—The claim of Dominick Rousseau was taken into consideration, toa lot of ground 
at Michillimackinack, which had been entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 
1, page 458, under the date of 24th of December, 1805. The said Jot is about thirty feet in front by fifty in depth, 
is bounded in front by a small street leading to the Jake, in the rear by Jacques Vasseur, east by Simon Champaigne, 
and west by Pierre Lacroix. 

Whereupon, John McGulpin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed ean that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Joseph Vaillancourt wasin possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to Michael Doussman, who sold to Jacques Viaux, who sold to the claim- 
er ~ ever since possessed and occupied the same, at least until last fall, when the deponent left. Michilli- 
mackinack. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 104; and that he' cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Wepnespay, -Zpril 13, 1808. 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 105. THe wipow anp HEIRS OF EzEKIEL SoLomon, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the 
claim of the widow and heirs of the late Ezekiel Solomon to a lot of ground at Michillimackinack, which had been 
entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 464, under the date of the 
24th of December, 1805. ‘This lot is fifty feet square, is bounded on one side by a lot ceded to Angus McDonald, 
in rear by a lot ceded to Joseph Greville, now the property of André Sarrere, in front by the main ’street. 

Whereupon, John McGulpin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the late Ezekiel Solomon, deceased, was in possession and 
occupancy of the premises, and continued so until his deaths since which time, the widow and children have possessed 
and occupied the same, at least until last fall; when the deponent left Michillimackinack. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that ~— have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 105; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 106. Prerre Lacrorx.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Lacroix'to a lot in Michilli- 
mackinack, which had been entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vel. 1, page 
465, under-the date of the 24th of December, 1805. ‘This lot is fifty-five feet in front by seventy-five feet in depth 
is bounded in front by a street leading to the water, on one side by Simyn Champaigne, and on the other by Joseph Guy 
and Dominick Rousseau. ; 

Whereupon, John McGulpin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises previous to the 3d of March, 
1807. and continued so until last fall, when the deponent left Michillimackinack. 

This claim is postponed for further evidence. 

And then the “_//. adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Pp 
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; / Tuurspay, April 14, 1808, 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 107.. Roserr Drxon.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Robert Dixon, No. 3, to a lot of 
ground in Michillimackinack, which had been entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, 
in vol, 1, page 460, under the date of the 24th of December, 1805. ‘This lot is fifty feet in front towards the lake 
running northeast and southwest i feet, then seventy feet to the main road, then ninety feet upon the main road 
or street, northwest one hundred and seventy feet, bounded on one side by Lewis Crawford, and on the other side 
by Jean Batiste Tabau, in front by the lake, and in rear by the main street. 

Whereupon, John McGulpin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Charles Morisson was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has since possessed and occupied the same, at least 
until Jast fall, when this deponent left Michillimackinack. ; : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant i8 entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 107; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 108. Joun McDonatp.—-The Board took into consideration the claim of John McDonald to a lot in Michil- 
limackinack, which had been entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 
1, under the date of 24th December, 1805. ‘This lot is a triangle figure, bounded on the southwest by the highway, 
three hundred and thirty-five feet in front, and on the southeast by a passage to the fields, two hundred bey thirty 
feet, and on the west three hundred and eighty-five feet. 

Whereupon, John McGulpin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
inises, and continued so until last fall, when this deponent left Michillimackinack. 

And thereupon it appears to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of ground, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 108; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Saturday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Sarurpay, /pril 16, 1808. 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 109. Mircuart Doussman.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Michael Doussman to a lot of 
ground in Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
vol. 2, page 21, under the date of the 26th of December, 1805. This lot is sixty-six feet front, running to the north- 
eastward two hundred feet, more or less, bounded in tront by the lake, by the main street in the rear, on the south- 
west by Jacob Frank’s lot, and on the northeast by Joseph Bailly’s lot. 

Whereupon, John McGulpin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Nicholas Marchessaux was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same until last fall, 
when this deponent left Michillimackinack. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid lot of ground, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 109; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

; Monpay, “pril 18, 1808. 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the furenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 110. Davip Mitcnett.—The Board took into consideration the claim of David Mitchell, No. 6, which was 
entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 22, under the date of the 26th 
December, 1805. This claim is a piece of land, situate on the island of Michillimackinack, containing, by estimation, 
about one hundred and forty acres, and is bounded as follows, to wit: commencing at the high road, bounded nearly 
on the south by the said high road, on the northeast side running along the village of Michillimackinack, on the south- 
west by the said road, on the northwest by the farm of Charles Gotier, and on the northeast by unconceded lands. 

Whereupon, John McGulpin was brought forward as a witness in behaif of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and has continued so to this day, to the exception of a certain quantity of land lying between the village and 
the said Mitchell’s enclosures, and which is now used as a pasture by the garrison of Michillimackinack, and sup- 
posed to contain about forty acres. Bela : 

And i wy it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, with the exception of the public pasture, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be 
No. 110; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein con- 
tained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednestday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


Wenpnespay, 4pril 20, 1808. 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 111. Jonn Lirte.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Litle to a tract of land at Grosse 
Pointe, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 56, under the 
date of January 9, 1805, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, 
southwest by Ambroise Tremblé, northeast by Joseph Socier, and in rear by unconceded lands. 

Whereupon, Simon Yax was brought, forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Joseph Socier was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant the 27th December, 1799; since which time, the claimant has 
possessed and occupied the same. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate, thereof, which certificate shall be No. 111; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Frivay, pril 22, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monnpay, April 25, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. ' 
Wepnespay, /pril 27, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Friday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Fripay, 4pril 29, 1808, 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
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Monpay, May 2, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned, 
to Thursday n ext, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, May 5, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Saturday, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


Saturpay, May 7, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, May 9, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Thursday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, May 12, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Saturday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Saturpay, May 14, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, May 16, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. , 
Wepnespay, May 18, 1808. 


‘The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Saturday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Saturpay, May 21, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Mownpay, May 23, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Wepyespay, May 25, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 112. Jean Batiste Lesgau.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Batiste Lebeau, as 
— of Pierre Delorier, for part of a claim entered by said Pierre Delorier with the former Commissioners of the 
and Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 259, under the date of 31st January, 1805. This claim contains two arpents 
in front on river Detroit, and extends, in depth, to a fork of river Aux Ecorces, and is bounded on both sides by the : 
lands of Bazile Pepin. 

Whereupon, Gabriel Godfroy was brought forward asa witness on behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Charles Fontaine was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until 13th January, 1800, when he sold to the said Pierre Delorier, who occupied the 
i until he sold said part of the said tract to the present claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to 
this day. 

The. claimant produced, in support of his claim, the following deed, to wit: 

Par devant les temoins soussignés fut présent Pierre Delorier, habitant demeurant dans le district du Detroit, 
lequel reconnoit avoir vendu, cedé, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et A toujours avec garantie de tous trou- 
bles, dons, douaires, dettes, hypothéques, et de tout empéchement générallement quelconque, (excepté de la part des 
Etats Unis de en a au nommé Jean Batiste Lebeau, aussi habitant dans le district du Detroit, i ce présent 
acceptant acquéreur pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, une portion de terre sise et située sur la riviére du 
Detroit, plus bas que la riviére Aux Ecorces, bornée des deux cétés par les terres de Bazile Pepin, et par derriére 
par les terres non concedées, ensemble les batiments suscontruits, clotures, improvements, &c. circonstances, et 
dépendances. Cette portion de terre consistant ei deux arpents de front sur le nombre d’arpents qui peuvent se 
trouver depuis le front jusqu’& la fourche, le dit vendeur se reservant le reste de cent-vingt arpents de profondeur, 
tel qu’il les a achetés de Charles Fontaine par contrat passé par devant M. Bellecour, notaire public au Detroit, le 
13 Fevrier, 1800, et enregistré au bureau des terres dans le livre B, fo. 168, par George Hoffman, greffier. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de quarante pounds, cours 
de la Nouvelle York, que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu comptant du dit acquéreur avant la passation des 
présentes, dont il le tient quitte et déchargé ainsy que tous autres. . ; 

Au moyen de quoy le dit Pierre Delorier, a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transporte au dit Jean 
Batiste Lebeau, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions et tous 
autres droits qu’il a et a pa avoir sur la ditte portion de terre susvendiie, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis eu 
bonne possession et seizine par qui, et ainsy qu’il appartiendra en vertu des présentes. ates 

Fait et passé au Detroit, le 30 Septembre, A. D. 1806, et le dit Pierre Delorier ayant déclaré ne savoir signer, a 
fait sa marque ordinaire, et a scellé en présence de temoins, aprés lecture faitte des présentes. 


PIERRE DELORIER, sa x marque. [1. s.] 


En présence de Peter Auprain. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 112; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 113. Jonatuan ScuieFFeLin.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jonathan Schieffelin, which 
was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 80, under the date of the 
19th February, 1805, to two tracts of land, now united in one farm, containing, by estimation, six hundred acres of 
land, it being six acres in front, by one hundred acres in depth, bounded in front by the river Detroit, and in rear 
by unlocated lands, on the southwest by the lands of Jean Batiste Drouillard, and on the northeast by the river 
Aux Ecorces, and by lands of the claimant. : 

Whereupon, Jean Batiste Drouillard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, bein 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, one Etienne Lebeau was in possession an 
occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and tenanted the 
premises to this day. oe ; ‘ , 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 113; and that he cause the same 
to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. } 

And then the Board adjourned to Thursday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
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Tuurspay, May 26, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 114. AncELIQuvE Crcor, and her children.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel God- 
froy, agent for and in behalf of Angelique Poupard Cicot, wife_of Jean Batiste Cicot, and of the children of the 
said Angelique, to wit, Zachariah, Joseph, Batiste, Jacques, Francois, Agathe, Marie, Catherine, Susan, and 
Therese Cicot, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 99, 
under the date of 14th November, 1806, to two tracts of land, now united in one farm, {and containing, by estimation, 
—— arpents, being six arpents in front on river, and extending in depth to the line of the lands of the St. Cosine 
family, bounded above by the land of the widow Delille, and below by the land of Charles Labadi. 

Whereupon, Alexis Descontes Labadi was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the widow Poupard, mother and grandmother 
of the claimants, was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until her death; since which 
time the claimants have been in possession and occupancy of the premises to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners tnat the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 1143; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Saturday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon, 

Sarurpay, May 28, 1808, 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No: 115. Antone Riopei.—-The Board took into consideration the claim of Antoine Riopel, which was 
duly entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 338, under the date of 
the 30th November, 1805, to a certain tract of land, containing, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it 
being six-arpents in front by forty in depth, situate, lying, and being on the northerly side of the river Raisins; be- 
ginning at a marsh, whereupon Godfroy’s mill stands, bounded in front by said mill creek, and in the rear towards 
Sandy creek, by a lot reserved by Porlier Benac, on the west-southwest by a farm of Jacques Lasselle, and on the 
east-northeast by a farm of Martin Nadeau. 

Whereupon, Jean Batiste Jerome was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 115; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 116. Prerre DeLorter.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Delorier, which was duly 
entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detreit, in vol. 1, page 259, under the date of 31st 
January, 1805. This claim contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being two arpents in front by 
one hundred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by the river Detroit, and in rear by unlocated lands, and on both 
sides by the lands of Bazile Pepin. From this claim is to be deducted the quantity of land which will be found 
from the river Detroit to the fork on the river Aux Ecorces, now confirmed to Jean Batiste Lebeau, No. 112. 

Whereupon, Gabriel Godfroy was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn. 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Charles Fontaine was in possession and occupancy of the 
preinises, and continued so until 13ta January, 1800, when he sold to the claimant, who occupied the whole tract 


until he sold part of it to Jean Batiste Lebeau. . ‘ F 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 


of Jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 116; and that he cause the same to be 


surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 
And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
We do certify the foregoing to be a true transcript from the minutes of the Board of Commissicners of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 
PETER AUDRAIN, Register. 
JAMES ABBOTT, &cceiver. 


No. % 


Transcript of the Board of Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, from the 30th day of Muy to the 29th day 
of June, 1808, inclusively. 
Monpay, -Way 30, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, /une 1, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Saturday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
SatTcurpay, June 4, 1808. 
The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 117. Joux Dicxs.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Dicks to a farin on the south side 
of the river Rouge, which was entered with the former Commissioners of tie Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1. page 16, 
under the date of 4th November, 1805. This farm contains six acres in front by forty acres in depth, is bounded 
in front by the river Rouge, and in rear by_unlocated lands, on one side by the lands now owned by George Hoff- 
man. and on the other side by the lands of John Cissne. 
Whereupon, Edward McCarty was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above deseribed tract of 


land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 117; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 


And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, June 6, 1808, 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 118. Francois Trupette.—The claim of Frangois Trudelle was taken up for examination; and the notice 
by him filed this day with the Register of the Land Office was read in the words and figures following, viz. 


To Peter Auprain, fegister of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, June 6, 1808. 


Please to take notice that I enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract 
of land, situate, lying, and being on the river Rouge, in the district of Detroit, which I have possessed, occupieds 


Sire: 
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and improved, for upwards of twenty years, without any interruption. This tract contains three arpents in front 


ny forty arpents in depth, is bounded in front by river Rouge, on one side by Toussaint Riopel, and on the other by 


Desplaines, deceased. 
FRANCOIS TRUDELLE, his x mark. 





lands of —— 

Witness, Louts Vessrere, Fils. 

The following instrument of writing was produced by the claimant, in support of his claim, to wit: 

“ Je soussigné reconnois et déclare & tous ceux qu’il appartiendra que dans le mois de Mars, 1785, & la requisi- 
tion des principaux propriétaires des terres & lariviére Rouge, 4 main gauche en montant, je me suis exprés transporté 
de ma maison et domicile, sis au village du Détreit, pour tirer des lignes de separation et planter des bornes entre les 
dits propriétaires, et que j’ai tiré les dittes lignes sur un rhomb de vent de sud, vingt dégrés au ouest, mais n’ayant point 
des indications suffisantes des situations des donaisons sauvages, et voyant que les autres lignes n’etaient pas suflisa- 
ment couchées au ouest pour éviter la grande riviere du Détroit, je me suis encor transporté une autrefois, accompagné 
par le Sr. Thomas Williams, cy-devant arpenteur de Vendroit, pour bien examiner comment les dittes lignes doivent 
coucher: nous avons donc par consultation mutuelle jugé & propos que les dittes lignes doivent coucher sur trente 
dégrés au ouest, et en rapportant notre détermination aux dits propriétaires, ils étaient parfaitement satisfait, 
et ont signé une convention pour cet effet, laquelle est enregistrée au greffe du Détroit par le Sr. Guilléaume 
Montforton, greffier et notaire public de Vendroit. Enfin je suis revenu le 1leme jour du mois d’Avril, et j’ai com- 
mencé de coucher les lignes selon la susditte convention, commengant par Gabriel Godfroy trois arpents, en mon- 
tant, ensuitte trois pour Alexis Labadi, trois pour Pierriche Chéne, trois pour Baptiste Cicot, six pour Alexis Delille, 
ensuitte trois pour Laderoute, six pour les enfants de Pierriche Chene, deux ponr Cattin, trois pour Frangois Tru- 
delle, trois pour Pierriche Robert, trois pour A. B. Delille, tous & main gauche en montant la riviére, et selon les 
indications des donaisons sauvages, sans avoir égard a la qualité, & Paffection, ny aux protestations des parties. 
Ainsi je ’atteste et je Passure par mon seing et per fes personnes nommeées et signé cy-dessus. 

Fait au Detroit, le 18 Avril, 1785. PHIL. R. FRY. 

Prerre + Ropert, Cicot, 
Louis + Laperoure, Pierre + CHENE. 
Ben. + Campeag, ensuite Laprroutr.” 

Whereupon, Joseph ‘Thibault was brought forward asa witness in behaif of the claimant, who, being sworn, 
deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
iaud, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 118; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 119. Louis VessterE Larerte, Jr.—The claim of Louis Vessiére, dit Laferté, Jr. was taken up for consi- 
deration; and the notice by him filed this day with the Register of the Land Office at Detroit was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 

To Perer Auprartx, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Derrorr, 6th June, 1808. 
Please to take notice that 1 enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract 
of land, situate, lying, and being on river Rouge, in the district of Detroit, bounded in front by the river Rouge, 
on one side by ‘Foussaint Riopei, and en the other side by the lands of the late Joseph Voyer, deceased, which I 
have purchased from Israc]l Raland, as per deed herewith, dated 20th September, 1793, which tract [ have improved 
This tract contains three arpents and upwards in front, and extends in depth to the Sine 


SIR: 


and eccupied to this day. 


of the lands of the family ef St. Cosme. Rates 
LOUIS VESSIERE LAFERTE. 
The claimant produced, in support of his claim, the following deed, to wit: 


Derroit, District du Quest: 

Par devant Francois Desruisseaux Bellecour, notaire au Detroit, y residant, et temoins soussignés, fut present 
fe sieur {Israel Ruland, merchant orfévre, demeurant dans la coté sud-ouest de la parvisse de Ste. Anne de ce district, 
lequel a reconnu et confessé par ces présentes avoir vendu, cedé, quitté, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et & 
toujours, avec garantie de tous troubles, dons, douaires, dettes, hy potheques, évictions, et alienations, et de tout autre 
empéchement générallement queiconque, au sieur Louis Vessiere fils, & ce present et acceptant acquéreur pour lui, ses 
hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, une terre de trois arpents de front et plus, et environ sise du coté du sud-ouvest de la 
riviere Rouge, prenant par devant sur le bord de la ditte riviére sur toute !a profondeur qu’elle peut porter joignant 
les terres des héritiers de la famille St. Cosme, bornée d’un cété, ausud, & Ja terre de Pierre Robert, et de autre 
caté, au ouest, & celle de Gabrie! Godtroy; tel et ainsi que la ditte terre se poursuit et comporte de toutes narts, cir- 
constances, et dépendances que le dit acquéreur dit avoir va et visité, et dont il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement ainsi fait pour et moyennant la somme de cent pounds, cours de la 
Nouvelle York, payable, comme suit, savoir: quarante pounds que le dit vendeur reconnait avoir.requ comptant a la 
passation des preséntes, et les soixante pounds restant & payer, comme suit, savoir: vingt pounds que le dit acquéreur 
promet et s’oblige de payer au dit vendeur dans le cours de ’an 1794, vingt pounds en 1795, et les vingt pounds 
pour dernier et parfait payement dans le cours de 1796, et ce en grains, farine, bois, et foins que le dit Israel Ruland 
>ublige de prendre au prix courant du tems pour les dits trois derniers payements; et au moyen de ce que dessus et 
de Vautre part, le dit sieur vendeur a de ce moment transporté au dit acquéreur touset els droits de propriété, noms, 
raisons, actions, et tous autres droits qu’il a et a pa avoir sur la ditte terre, laquelle il déclare avoir acquise de 
Charles Baron par contraten date du 19 da courant, fequel il a remis au dit sieur Vessiere, voulant et entendant qu’il 
en demeure vetu et dispose comme d’un bien justment acquis, et qu’il en soit sis en bonne possession et seizure 
par qui et ainsi qu’il appartiendra en vertu des dittes présentes, et a été accocdé que la dame veuve Delille pourra 
prendre et conper dans le bois sur la ditte terre cing milliers de perches, et les prequets en proportions car ainsi sont 
convenues les parties de bonne foy, promettant, &c. obligeant, &c. renongant, &c. Fait et passé au dit Detroit en 
étude du dit notaire le 20 Septembre, 1793, avant midi, et ont les parties signé et scellé, aprés lecture faitte suivant 


Vordounance. 
ISRAEL RULAND, [L. s.] 

Présence de Cuar.es Pouparp, LOUIS VESSIERE, Fils. [1. s.J 
Witiiram ANDREWS. 
Whereupon, Frangois Trudelle was brought forward as a witness on behalf of the claimant, who,: being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, in the year 1793, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
has continued so to this day. . ; ; : ; 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 119; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. A 
And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Tuespay, June 7, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 120. Jean Bartisre Axorre, dit Larrerre.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste 
Atoire, dit Lapierre, as grantee of Louis Benfait, senior, and of Charles Poupard, to a tract of land, situate, lying, and 
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being at Grand Marais, at what is called the coulée des Renards, which was entered with the former Commis sion- 
ers of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 407, under the date of 12th December, 1805. This tract con tains 
four arpents in front by forty arpents in depth, is bounded in front by the river Detroit, and in rear by unconceded 
lands, above by lands of Francois Thibault, and below by lands of Louis Griffard. : 

Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Chapoton was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant; who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, more than thirty years ago, the premises were in possession of the late William 
St. Bernard, and continued so until he sold one moiety thereof to Louis Benfait, and, after his death. his son Hy- 
polite sold the other moiety to Charles Poupard, which two last grantees continued in possession until they sold their 
respective moiety to the claimant, who has occupied and tenanted the same to this day. 


The claimant produced, in support of his claim, the two following deeds of bargain and sale, to wit: 
TerriroirrE DE Micuican, District du Detroit, savoir: 


Cette indenture faitte au Detroit le 27eme jour d’Avril, l’an de notre Seigneur mil huit cent sept, par devant 
George McDougall, notaire public pour le territoire et district cy-dessus, et temoins soussignés, entre Charles 
Poupard «une part, et Jean Baptiste Aloire, dit Lapierre, de l’autre part, temoigne que le dit Charles Poupard, 
pour et en consideration de la somme de cent cinquante piastres, argent courant des Etats Unis, & lui en mains 
payé par le dit Jean Baptiste Aloire, dit Lapierre, la recette desquelles le dit Charles Poupard reconnoit par ces 
presentes, lui le dit Charles Poupard a concedé, contracté et vendu, aliéné et confirmé, et par ces présentes i! 
concede, contracte et vende, aliene et confirme au dit Jean Baptiste Aloire, dit Lapierre, & perpetuité, pour fui, ses 
hoirs, et ayant cause, tout cette messuage, ou morceau de terre, d’un‘arpent et demi de front sur quarante arpents de 
profondeur, faisant partie de la terre du dit vendeur, situeé au Grand Marais, bornée en front par une prairie que te 
dit vendeur se reserve vers le fleuve du Detroit qui se trouve 4 la distance d’un arpent au sud du chemin public. 
a commencer d’une borne qui y est placé, et & compter de la en profondeur vers le nord-ouest par des terres nou 
concedées quarante arpents, borné ver le nord-est par la terre de Louis Benfait, vers le sud-ouest par la terre 
d’Ignace Thibault, faisant soixante arpents de terre en toute, et aussi tous les batiments, clétures, arbres, comme- 
dités, et appartenances quelconque susmentionné, sans reserve, et tout le droit, titre, interét,clame et demande quelcon- 
que de lui le dit Charles Poupard dans le dit messuage ou tenement et premisses et chaque part d’icelle: D’avoir et 
tenir le susdit messuage ou tenement, et tous et singulier les premisses susmentionné, et chaque partie d’icelle avec 
les appartenances au dit Jean Baptiste Aloire, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, pour le seul profit et avantage du dit Jean 
Baptiste Aloire, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, & perpetuité. Et le dit Charles Poupard, pour lui et ses hoirs, garantie et 
= toujours defendra la dite messuage et tenement et premisses et chaque part et partie d’icelle contre lui et ses 

oirs, et contre tous et chaque person et personnes quelconque, au dit Jean Baptiste Aloire, ses hoirs, et ayant cause. 
Et le dit Charles Poupard, pour la consideration susdit, convient, promet, et s’oblige envers le dit Jean Baptiste 
Aloire, pour lui méme, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, d’accorder au dit Jean Baptiste Aloire ledroit de faucher, faire et 
enlever douze cent boites de foin annuellement durant sa vie, durant et celle de ses enfants, a étre pris et faitte su: 
la prairie susmentionnée, qui fesait autrefois partie de la terre vendiie par ces présentes, a condition que la ditte 
terre reste entre leurs mains ou possession durant tout ce tems la, autrement le dit droit de faucher, &c. cessera dés 
le moment qu’ils l’alieneront. En foy de quoy les parties susditte ont respectivement signé et cacheté le présent, 
aprés lecture faitte au Detroit le jour et an susdit. 

CH. POUPARD, Lt. s.] 


JEAN BTE. ALOIRE, sa x marque. [L. s.] 
Signé, cacheté, et livré en la présence de 


ALExis DE CERAIT DE CoQuliLLARD, 
IstporE PELTIER, sa X marque. 


Geo. McDoveau, N. P. 7. M. 





Territory or Micnican, District of Detroit, to wit: 


Personally appeared before me, George McDougall, notary public for the territory and district aforesaid. 
Charles Poupard and Jean Baptiste Aloire, dit Lapierre, who severally acknowledged that they had signed, sealed, 
and delivered the foregoing instrument of writing (which I read and explained to them) for the purposes therein 
contained, and they desire that it may be recorded. _In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed 
my seal of office, the twenty-seventh day of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and seven. 


GEO. McDOUGALL, XN. P. 7. M. 
‘The claimant produced also the following certificate of Charles Lafleur, to wit: 


Moi soussigné Charles Poupard donne plein et entier pouvoir & Jean Baptiste Aloire, dit Lapierre, de retirer 
le certificat de deux arpents de terre de front au Grand Marais sur quarante de profondeur & prendre du fleuve. 
Fait au Detroit, en présence de temoins, le 7 Juin mii huit cent huit. 

CH. POUPARD. 


Er1enneE Dvusois, femoin. 


TERRITOIRE DE Micuican, District du Detroit: 


Par devant les temoins soussignés fut present Louis Benfait, du district du Detroit, et territoire de Michigan, 
lequel a reconnu avoiv vendu, cedé et transporté, et par ces présentes vend, cede et transporte, dés maintenant et 
& toujours au sieur Jean Baptiste Aloire, dit Lapierre, residant actuellement dans la ville du Detroit, & ce presen: 
acceptant acquéreur pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & |’avenir, une certaine portion de terre sise et située & la coulée 
des Renards, prés le Grand Marais dans le susdit district et territoire, consistant en la moitié d’une certaine ferme 
autrefois la propriété de Jean Baptiste Leduc, qui l’a vendu au sieur Guilleaume Bernard, par contrat passé devant 
M. Jean Baptiste Campeau, notaire, le 27eme jour de Juin, l’an 1750. La veuve du dit Guilleaume Bernard a 
vendu au dit Benfait la ditte moitié susvendiie, et elle a légué & son fils Hypolite autre moitié, qui l’a vendu i 
Charles Poupard, lequel Charles Poupard |’a vendue au dit Jean Baptiste Aloire, dit Lapierre, par contrat passe 
au Detroit devant M. George McDougall le 27 Avril, 1807. La ditte moitié susvendiie se trouve entre la moitié 
deja vendue au present acquereur par Charles Poupard et la terre de Madame Thibault, et contient un arpent et 
demi de front, plus ou moins, sur quaraute arpents de profondeur; ce que le dit acquéreur dit bien savoir et con- 
noitre, et dont il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement ainsi fait pour et moyennant le prix et somme de cinquante pounds, 
cours de la Nouvelle York, que le dit Louis Beniait reconnait avoir regu comptant du dit Jean Baptiste Aloire, dit 
Lapierre, lors et avant la passation des présentes, Yentient quitte et déchargé ainsy que tous autres. Au moyen 
de quoy le dit vendeur a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transport au dit acquéreur, ses hoirs, et ayant 
cauge a l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété qu’il a et a pa avoir sur la ditte portion de terre, voulant et enten- 
dant qu’ils en soit mis en bonne possession et seisine par qui et ainsi qu’il appartiendra en vertu des présentes. Le 
dit Louis Benfait garantie par ces présentes au dit Jean Baptiste Aloire, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, la sus- 
ditte portion de terre susvendiie libre et franche de toutes dettes et hypothéques. 

Fait et passé au Detroit le vingt troisieme jour du mois de May mil huit cent sept, et le dit Louis Benfait a 
signé et scellé apres lecture faitte en présence des temoins soussignés. 

LOUIS BENFAIT. [c. s.] 


Signé, scelié, et delivré en presence de 
Henry J. Hunr. 
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Territory oF Micnican, District of Detroit, ss: 


Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the justices of the peace in the district of Detroit, 
Louis Benfait, the above grantor, who acknowledged that he had signed, sealed, and delivered the foregoing deed 
of bargain and sale for the purposes therein contained, and that the same may be recorded. In testimony whereof, 
{ have hereunto set my hand and seal, at Detroit, the twenty-third day of May, one thousand eight hundred and 


seven. 
PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners, that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 120; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Wepvespay, June 8, 1808. 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 121. AnpreE Vicer.—The board took into consideration the claim of André Viger, as grantee of James 
May, Esq. (which was entered by the said James May with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 2, page 97, under the date of 19th February, 1805,) to a tract of land on river Aux Ecorces, contain- 
ing, by estimation, three hundred arpents of land, it being three arpents in front by one hundred _arpents in depth, 
bounded in front by the river Detroit, and in rear by unconceded lands, below by the lands of Bazile Pepin, and 
above by the lands of Baptiste Drouillard. 

Whereupon, Alexis Labadi was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, James May, one of the heirs of the family of St. Cosme, was 
in possession of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, (as per deed dated the 21st March, 
1798,) who has ever since possessed and occupied the same to this day. 


The claimant produced, in support of his claim, the following deed, to wit: 


L’an mil sept cent quatre vingt dix-huit et le 2leme jour de Mars, fat present Jacques May, écuyer, un des 
juges de la cour des playdoyers communs pour le comté de Wayne, lequel reconnoit avoir vendu, cedé, transporté 
et délaissé, et par ces présentes vend, cede, transporte et délaisse, dés maintenant et & toujours,avec garantie de 
tout trouble, dons, douaires, dettes, hypothéques, et de tout autre empéchement générallement quelconque, & André 
Viger, a ce présent acceptant acquéreur pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, une plantation sise et située 
sur la riviére Aux Ecorces, joignant d’un coté, au nord-est, la plantation de Jean Baptiste Beausaume, et de l’autre 
cété, au sud-ouest, les terres non cedées, consistant en trois arpents de front sur la riviére du Detroit, sur cent ar- 
pents de profondeur, tel et ainsi que la ditte plantation se poursuit et comporte de toutes parts que le dit acquéreur 
dit avoir va et visittée, et dont il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport et délaissement, ainsi fait pour et en échange d’une piece de terre sise et située 
dans le district du Detroit, bornée de front par la grande route, d’un cété par Joseph Cabacier, et de l’autre coté par 
la terre appartenante actuellement au dit Jacques May, et consistante en un arpent et cinquante pieds de front, sur 
deux arpents et trente-six pieds de hauteur, ainsi qu’il appert par un contrat passé ce jour, &c. Et au moyen de ce 
que dessus le dit Jacques May a de ce moment transporté et transporte au dit André Viger, ses hoirs, et ayant cause 
a lavenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons et actions, et tous autres droits qu’il a et pouvait avoir sur 
la ditte plantation, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine ainsi, et par qu’il appar- 
tiendra en vertu des présentes. 

Fait et passé au Detroit, en présence de temoins, le jour, mois, et an que dessus, et le dit Jacques May a signé 
et apposé son cachet aux présentes. 

JAMES MAY. [.. s.] 


Signé, scellé, et delivré en présence de Perer Auprain, Protonotaire. 


WAYNE COUNTY, SS. 


Est personellement comparu devant moy, Charles Francis Girardin, écuyer, un des juges des plaidoyers com- 
mun, Jacques May, écuyer, lequel a reconnu que le contrat de vente cy-dessus est son acte volontaire, et que 
comme tel il peut étre enregistré dans les records du comté, ou partout ou besoin sera. En foy de quoy j’ai souscrit 


mon nom au Detroit, le 21 Mars, 1798. 
CHARLES F. GIRARDIN, J. C. P. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
iand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 121; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Tuurspay, June 9, 1808. 

The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 122. Witiiam Forsyta.—The Board took into consideration the claim of William Forsyth to two tracts of 
land, situate, lying, and being at Grosse Pointe, but now united in one farm, containing, by estimation, two hun- 
dred and eighty arpents of land, it being seven arpents in front by forty arpents in depth. t he claim was entered 
with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 96, under the date of 17th January, 
1805, in two tracts, one of three arpents in front by forty arpents in depth, and the other of four arpents in front 
by forty arpents in depth, and is now bounded in front by lake St. Clair, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the 
lower side by the lands of Alexander Grant, and on the upper side by the lands belonging to the estate of the 
late James Donaldson, deceased. 

Whereupon, John Litle, junior, was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession of, had settled and 
improved the above two described tracts of land, now united in one farm, and that, since that time, he has possessed 
and tenanted the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 122; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 123. Witiiam Forsyru.—The Board took into consideration another claim ef William Forsyth, of ano- 
ther tract of land, situate, also, at Grosse Pointe, containing, by estimation, six hundred arpents of land, it being 
six arpents in front by one hundred arpents in depth. ‘This claim was also entered with the former Commissioners 
of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 96, under the date of 17th January, 1805, is bounded on the lower 
side by the lands belonging to the estate of the late James Donaldson, deceased, on the upper side by the lands of 
John Kinsey. 

Wheres, John Litle, junior, was brought forward as a witness in bebalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimané was in possession of, had settled and 
improved the premises, and has continued so to this day. : : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 123; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
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Fripay, June 10, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 124. James anv Francis Lassette.—The claim of James and Francis Lasselle, as grantees of widow 
Catherine Solau, to a tract of land on the river Aux Raisins, was taken up, and the notice by them filed with the 
Register of the Land Office at Detroit was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Avprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit: 
Derroit, June 10, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that we enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit the following tract of land, 
situate, lying, and being on river Aux Raisins, in the district of Detroit, containing, by estimation, two hundred 
and forty arpetts of land, it being two arpents in front by one hundred and twenty arpents in depth, bounded in 
front by the river Raisins, and in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by John Anderson, and on the other 
side by lands of the widow Solau. We make claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improve - 
ments made by us or those from whom we derive title. 


For J. & F. Lasseire, 
THOMAS LECUYER. 


The claimants produced, in support of their claim, a written evidence, which was read, and is in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 

Par devant les temoins soussignés fut présente Dame Catherine, veuve de feu Pierre Solan, laquelle reconnoit 
avoir vendu, cedé, quitté, transporté et délaissé, dés maintenant et A toujours, avec garantie de toutes dettes, hypo- 
théques, evictions, aliénations, et de tout trouble générallement quelconque, & Jacques et Frangois Lasselle, négo- 
ciants du Detroit, & ce presents acceptants acquéreurs pour eux, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause 4 Vavenir, une certaine 
ferme ou plantation sise et située & la riviere Aux Raisins, dans le district de Sargent, dans le comté de Wayne. 
et territoire Indiana, consistante en deux arpents de front sur la ditte riviére, sur cent vingt arpents de profondeur. 
bornée d’un cété par John Anderson, et de l’autre par la ditte venderesse, par devant par la ditte riviére Aux 
Raisins, et par derriére par les terres non concedées; cette terre ou plantation faisant partie de la succession de 
defunt Pierre Solau, son mari, qui l’avait achetée de Batiste Bourdeaux, dit I’Isle ronde, ainsi qu’il appert par 
contrat passé par M. Porlier Benac a la riviére Aux Raisins le 9 Septembre, 1791. 

Cette vente, cession, transporte, et délaissement, ainsi fait pour et moyennant la somme de quatre vingt pounds, 
cours de la Nouvelle York, que la ditte venderesse reconnoit avoir recu comptant des dits acquéreurs, lors et avant 
la passation des présentes; au moyen de quoy la ditte venderesse a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes 
transporte au dits acquéreurs, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, et actions, 
et tous autres droits qu’elle a ou pouvait avoir sur la ditte terre, ou plantation, voulant et entendant qu’ils en 
soient mis en et demeurent en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsi qu’il appartiendra en vertu des présentes. 
Et la ditte veuve Solau n’ayant point obtenu de lettres d’administration pour administrer la succession de son defunt 
mari, et voulant garantir aux dits Jacques et Francois Lasselle, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause, la susditte vente, elle 
leur a hypothéqué, et par ces présentes leur hypothéque, son douaire, et sa part et portion & la ditte succession de 
defunt son mari. 

Fait et passé a la rivieére Aux Raisins, en présence de temoins, le 30eme jour de Janvier, mille huit cent quatre: 
et la ditte Catherine ayant déclaré ne savoir signer a fait sa marque ordinaire, aprés lecture faitte. 

CATHERINE, sa x marque, Veuve de Pierre Solau. [1. s.] 


Scellé et delivré en presence de Josepu Josin, 
Gas. Goprroy, Jun. 


Hupert Lacroix, femoii. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents of land, it being two arpents in front by one 
hundred and twenty arpents in depth, is bounded in front by the river Raisins, and in rear by unconceded lands, 
on one side by the lands of John Anderson, and on the other side by the lands belonging to the said widow Solau. 

Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Sanscrainte was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Pierre Solau had improved 
the premises, and continued in possession and occupancy until his death; that, since his death, the widow Solau pos- 
sessed and occupied the same until the 30th January, 1804, when she sold to the claimants, who have possessed and 
tenanted the same since that time to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described trac? 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 124; and that they cause the same tv 
be surveyed, and a pilot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register o! 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 125. Antoine Carrin, THEeresE Cattix. Pawiine Catrin.—The claim of Antoine Cattin, Therese Cattin. 
and Pauline Cattin, heirs of the late Antoine Cattin, deceased, to a tract of land, situate, lying, and being on river 
Rouge, in the district of Detroit, containing, by estimation, arpents of land, it being two arpents infront, and 
extending in depth to the lands of St. Cosme family, bounded in front by the river Rouge, and in rear by St. Cos- 
mé’s lands, on one side by the lands of Francois Trudel, and on the other side by the lands of the late Jean Baptiste 


Desplaines, deceased. ; ' 
The notice filed by the claimants with the Register of the Land Office at Detroit was read in the words and 


figures following, to wit: 
To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office, at Detroit. 





Derrorr, June 10, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit the following tract of 
land, situate, lying, and being on river Rouge, in the district of Detroit, containing, by estimation, ——arpents of land, 
it being two arpents in front, and extending in depth to the land of the St. Cosmé family, bounded in front by rive: 
Rouge, and in the rear by St. Cosmé lands, on one side by Francois Trudel, and on the other side by Jean Baptiste 
Desplaines. I make claim and set up title for myself and my two sisters, Therese and Pauline, heirs of the late 
Antoine Cattin, decased, by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements by us, or those from whom we 


derive title. 
ANTOINE CATTIN, his x mark. 


In presence of 
Peter AvpRAIN. 


Sir: 


Whereupon, Francois Truael was brought forward as a witness m behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the late Antoine Cattin, deceased, father to the 
claimants, took possession, settleé, and improved the premises about twenty-six years ago, and continued so unti! 
his death; that, after his death, his widow, mother to the claimants, remained in possession until she died about four 


months ago, since which time the claimants have possessed and occupied to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described trac‘ 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 125; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register o! 


the Land Office at Detroit. 
And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
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Saturpay, June 11, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenvon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay June 13, 1808. 


The Board met at ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 126. Joun Lirte.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Litle, (No. 1,) which was entered 
with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 56, under the date of the 9th January, 
1805. This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty 
in depth, now bounded on the northeast by Joseph Tremblé, on the southwest by Louison Thibault, in front by 
river Detroit, and in rear by unlocated lands. 

Whereupon, Louis Griffard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, a long time previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 126; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 127. Joun Litte.—The Board took into consideration another claim of John Litle, (No. 2,) which was duly 
entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 56, under date of 9th ag wt 
1805. ‘This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being six arpents in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by the middle of the marsh, and in rear as far as the first concession, on the east-northeast by 
lands of the claimant, and on the west-southwest by lands of widow ‘Thibault. : 

Whereupon, Louis Griffard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Nathan William was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until the 4th May, 1797, when he sold to the claimant, who from that time to this day 
has occupied and possessed the same. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 127; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 128. Joun Lirte.—The Board took into consideration another elaim of John Litle; and the notice by him 
filed with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sm: Detroit, June 13, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit the following tract of 
land, containing, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents of land, it being six arpents in front by forty arpents 
in depth, is bounded in front by Tremblé’s creek, and in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by unconceded lands, 
and on the other side by unconceded lands also. I make claim and set up title to the above tract of land by virtue of 
possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me. 

JOHN LITLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being six arpents in front by forty arpents in 
<dlepth, bounded in front by Tremblé’s creek, in rear and on both sides by unlocated lands. 

Whereupon, Louis Griffard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, about seventeen or eighteen years ago, the claimant took possession of the premises, enclosed 
about ten arpents thereof, and continued to cultivate said land until about five years ago, since which time he has no 
knowledge of its being cultivated. 

The commissioners postponed giving a decision until Monday next. 


No. 129. James Conner.—The Board took into consideration the claim of James Conner to a tract of land on 
the north bank of river Huron of lake St. Clair, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 15, under the date of 3d January, 1805. This tract contains, by estimation, five 
hundred and ten acres, it being twelve acres and three-fourths of an acre in front, by forty acres in depth, bounded 
= the a by lands of the late William ‘Tuckar, deceased, on the west and rear by unlocated lands, and in front 

y river Huron. 

Whereupon, Henry Conner was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, to the best of his knowledge, the claimant took possession, and began to improve the premises 
previous to the Ist July, 1796, and that he has occupied and possessed the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above tract of land, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 129; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and 
a j-th le survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 


No. 130. Josep Campeau.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Campeau, (No. 1,) toa 
tract of land on_the south side of river Huron of lake St. Clair, entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2, page 43, under the date of December 31, 1805. This tract contains six arpents 
in front, extending in depth to the lake, but not to exceed six hundred and forty acres in the whole, bounded in 
pron ~ Pog said river, in rear by the said lake, on one side by Laurent Maure, and on the other by lands of the 
claimants. 

Whereupon, Baptiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, wpe to the Ist of July, 1796, Jean Baptiste Comparet (father to the deponent) was 
in possession anid occupancy of the premises, and continued so until the 3d of November, 1798, when he sold to the 
claimant, and that, to the best of his knowledge, the claimant has possessed and tenanted the premises until this day. 

Henry Conner was also brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed 
and said, that the claimant has possessed and tenanted the premises from the time he purchased until this day. 

And — it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 130; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 131. Joserpx Campeav.—The Board took into consideration another claim of Joseph Campeau, (No. 2,) 
which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 42, under the date 
of 31st December, 1805. 

This tract is situate northeast of the town of Detroit, on the river Detroit, containing three arpents in front by 
forty arpents in depth, bounded in front by the said river Detroit, on the northeast by the lands of Bellengé, and 
on the southwest by Charles Morin. 

Whereupon, Pierre Griffard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the premises were in possession and occupancy of one St. 
John Crespy, who continued so until he sold to Francis Blé, from whom the claimant purchased, who has possessed 
and tenanted until this day. 

The commissioners postponed giving a decision until Monday next. 
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No. 132. Joserpn,.Campeav.—The Board took into consideration another claim of Joseph Campeau (No 3) toa 
lot of ground entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 43, under the 
date of 31st December, 1805. 

This lot is situate northeast of the town of Detroit, containing sixty feet in front by one hundred feet in depth, 
French measure, is bounded in front by the high road leading along the river, on the east-northeast by Charles 
Goiiin, and on the west-southwest by lands claimed by Louis Moran. 

Whereupon, Baptiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant ts entitled to the above lot of ground, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shail be No. 132; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

No. 133. Jossepn Campeav.—The Board took into consideration another claim of Joseph Campeau, (Nos. 4 and 5, 
now united in one farm,) entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 43, 
under date of 31st December, 1805. This farm contains, by estimation, —— arpents, (not to exceed six hundred and 
forty acresin the whole.) is situate on the south side of river Huron of lake St. Clair, containing six arpents in 
front, and extending in depth to the said lake, bounded in front by said river, un the east by lands claimed by 
Jacques Loson, and on the west by Jands of Hyacinte Deaitre, deceased. 

Whereupon. Henry Conner was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Louis Maure was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and tenanted the same ever since to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 1333 and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. j 

No. 134. Josepu Camprav.—The Board took into consideration another claim of Joseph Campeau, (No. 6.) 
which was entered with the former Conimissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 43, under the date 
of 31st December, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, ——- arpents, but mot to exceed six hundred and forty acres in the wholes is 
situate on the south side ofriver Huron of lake St. Clair, contains eleven arpents in front, more or less, and extends 
in depth to lake St. Clair, is bounded in front by said river, in rear by said Jake, on the west-northwest by Lewis 
Petit, and on the east by lands of the claimant. 

Whereupon, Henry Conner was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Jean Baptiste Connellier was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who since that time has possessed and tenanted the 
same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth app°ar to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 1345 and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 135. Josepn Campeav.—The Board took into consideration another claim of Joseph Campeau, (No. 8, ) which 
was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 43, under the date of 31st 
December, 1805, containing, by estimation, ——arpents. ‘This tract is situate on the south side of the river Huron 
of Jake St. Clair, contains three arpents in front, extends in depth to the lake, is bounded in front by the said river, 
on the upper side by Pierre Phenix, and on the other side by Antoine Petit. 

Whereupon, Henry Conner was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession of the premises, that a house 
was thereon erecied, and that part of that house is now standing. 

Postponed for further consideration, until Monday next. 

No. 136. James Conner.—The Board took into consideration another claim of James Conner to a tract of Jand 
on the north side of river Huron of Jake St. Clair; and the notice filed this day by the claimant was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 


— 
To Perr Avpratn, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
a Detrorr, June 13, 1808. 


i 
‘ » ; re : — - ; 5 
Take notice that I now enter with’the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to the follow- 
ing tract of land, containing, by estimafion, six hundred and forty acres of land, situate, lying, and being on the 
north side of river Huron, it being s&teen acres in front by forty acres in depth, bounded on one side, east, by a 
farm claiined by one Chatron, in {pont by said river Huron, and in rear, and on the other side, by unlocated lands. 
I make claim and set up title by, ‘irtue of improvements and a long possession. 


F JAMES CONNER. 


Sir: 


This tract contains sixtéen acres in front by forty in depth, bounded east by a farm claimed by one Chatron, in 
front by said river, and infrear and west by untocated lands. 

Whereupon, Batiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that. previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession of the premises; that 
there was a cabin built,-and twWo or three acres of land cultivated and fenced, and that it was in the same situation 
when he, the deponent, left river Huron, in 1804. 

Postponed for further coysideration until! Monday next. 

No. 137. Tue wipow Ap ueirs or RicwarD Conner, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim 
of James Conner, as administrator to the estate of his late father, Richard Conner, deceased, to a tract of land on the 
south side of river Huron; and the notice by him filed in the office of the Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
ais Derroir, June 13, 1808. 


‘Take notice that I, james Conner, administrator to the estate of my late father, Richard Conner, deceased, 
now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit the following tract of land, containing, by estima- 
tion. six hundred acres of land, situate, lying, and being on the south side of river Huron of lake St. Clair, it be- 
ing fifteen acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by the river Huron, in rear by unlocated lands, on 
the north side by the old Meridian road, and on the south by unlocated lands. I claim and set up title by virtue 
of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by my late father. 


JAMES CONNER, 
Administrator to the estate of Richart Conner, deceased. 
That tract contains, by estimation, six hundred acres, it being fifteen acres in front by forty acres in depth, 
bounded in front by said river Huron, in rear by unlocated lands, on the north side by the old Meridian road, and 
on the other side by unlocated lands. 
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Whereupon, Batiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalfof the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Richard Conner, deceased, was in possession 
and nena | of the premises, and continued so until the year 1804, when the deponent left river Huron. 

Augustin Langdon was also brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that the family of the late Richard Conner, deceased, has possessed and occupied the premises for 
these six years past. , 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 1373 and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. ' $s 

No. 138. THE wipow anp Heirs oF Ricuarp Conner, deceased.—The Board took into consideration another 
claim of the same widow and heirs to a tract of land on the south side of river Huron; and the notice filed by James 
Conner, administrator to the said estate, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Aupratn, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


= Detroit, June 13, 1808, 


SIR: 

Take notice that I, James Conner, administrator to the estate of my late father, Richard Conner, deceased, 
now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Otlice at Detroit the following tract of land, containing, by estima- 
tion, six hundred acres of land, it being fifteen acres in front by forty in depth, commencing to the eastward at a 
place called Deer Lick, bounded in front by the river Huron, in rear and on both sides by unlocated lands. { claim 
and make title by virtue of possession, and improvements made by my late father. 

JAMES CONNER, 


Administrator, §c. to the estate of the late Richard Conner, deceased. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred acres, it being fifteen acres in front by forty acres in depth, com- 
mencing to the eastward, at a place called Deer Lick, bounded in rear and on both sides by unlocated lands. 

Whereupon, Batiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Richard Conner, deceased, was in possession 
of the premises, and cultivated the same; and that he continued so until the year 1804, when this deponent left river 
Huron. 

Augustin Langdon was also brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, de-- 
posed and said, that he knows that for these six years past the family of Richard Conner, deceased, has used and 
occupied the premises as a pasture. 2 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 138; and that they cause the same 
to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. 

Adjourned to to-morrow, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
; ; ; Turspay, June 14, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant te adjournment. 


No. 139. Henry Conner.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Henry Conner to a tract of land on 
the north side of river Huron; and the notice by him filed this day with the Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Detroit, June 14, 1808. 


Take notice that [ now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit the following tract of 
land, containing, by estimation, four hundred and eighty acres, it being twelve acres in front by forty in depth, is 
situate on the north side of river Huron, is bounded in front by the said river Huron, east by Christian Clemens, on 
the other side and_in rear by unlocated lands. 1 claim and make title by virtue of possession, and improvements 


made by me and those from whom I derive title. 
HENRY CONNER. 


Sir: 


This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and eighty acres, it being twelve acres in front by forty in depth, 
is bounded in front by the river Huron, east by Christian Clemens, and on the other side and in rear by unlocated 
lands. 

Whereupon, Baptiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one William Dawson was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the late Richard Conner, deceased, who possessed the same until 
the year 1804, when this deponent left river Huron. ; 

Augustin Langdon was also brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that Henry Conner, son cf the late Richard Conner, deceased, was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises about three years ago, and has continued so to this day. 

James Conner, administrator to the estate of the late Richard Conner, deceased, being sworn, deposed and said, 
that he has often heard his mother and brother say that the above described tract of land had been given by his 
father to Henry Conner, his son, the present claimant. : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 139; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 

Wenpnespay, June 15, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 140. JosepH Rosertsean.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Robertjean, on the north 
side of river Huron; and the notice by him filed this day with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit 


was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 
To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Detroit, June 15, 1808, 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate, lying, and being on the north side of river Huron of lake St. Clair, containing, by estimation, eighty- 
one arpents of land, more or less, it being four and a half arpents in front by eighteen arpents in depth, more or less; 
is bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by lake St. Clair, on one side by lands of the late Alexis Peltier, and on 
the other side by lands of Robert Robertjean. | claim and make title by virtue of long possession, and valuable im- 


j ts made by me thereon. 
gi ° p ‘ JOSEPH ROBERTJEAN, his x mark. 
fitness, PeTeR AUDRAIN. 


Sir: 
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This tract contains, by estimation, eighty-one arpents, more or less, it being four and a half arpents in front by 
eighteen arpents in depth, more or less, is bounded in front by river Huron, and in rear by lake St. Clair, on one 
side by the lands of the Jate Alexis Peltier, deceased, and on the other side by lands of Robert Robertjean. 

Whereupon, Batiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, depused and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued sv until the year 1804, when this deponent left river Huron. 

Christian Clemens, Esq. was also brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that to his knowledge the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises in the year 
1799, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
Jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 140; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 141. Curisrian Cremens.—The_ Board took into consideration the claim of Christian Clemens, Esq. 
which was duly entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 310, under 
the date of 30th November, 1805. 

That tract contains, by estimation, five hundred acres of land, and is described in the notice filed by the claimant 
with the former commissioners as follows, to wit: Beginning at the high bank of said river at a blazed black oak, 
and running down the said river, with the meanders thereof, to a small run or marsh that empties into said river, the 
distance not exactly known, but supposed to be about fourteen acres or arpents, French measure; thence, running 
from the mouth of this small ran or marsh, a north course, forty acres or arpents; thence, running a direct course 
across so as to intersect a line running northwest from the place of beginning, at the distance of forty acres or arpents 
from the said black oak; the whole tract containing about five hundred acres, superficial measure; is bounded in 
front by river Huron, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by lands claimed by Henry Conner, and on the other 
side by lands now claimed by James Abbott, Esq. 

Whereupon, Batiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one John Conner was in possession, and had improved 
the premises; that, about the year 1797 or 1798, the said John Conner permitted Nathan Williams and Jared Brooks 
to build a still-house on the premises; and that, in the year 1801, Jolin and Richard Conner sold to the claimant, who 
continued in possession and occupancy until 1804, when this deponent left river Huron. 

Joseph Robertjean was also brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that to his knowledge the claimant has been in possession and occupancy of the premises these seven 
years past, and is still so. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above tract of land, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 141; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and 
a _— of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 

at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Joseph Campeau, No. 131, the decision of which was postponed by the 
commissioners on the 13th June instant. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the said Joseph Campeanu is entitled to the said described 
tract of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 131; and that he cause the same 
to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

Tuurspay, June 16, 1808, 

‘The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 142, Francois Laronratne-—The Board took into consideration the claim of Frangois Lafontaine to a 
tract of land on river Rouge, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
volume 2, page 95, under the date of the 8th February, 1806. This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and fifty 
arpents of land, it being three arpents in front by fifty in depth, bounded in front by river Rouge, in rear by uncon- 
ceded lands, above by lands claimed by Gabriel Godfrey, and below by lands claimed by Joseph Kilburn. 

Whereupon, John Cissne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Redman Condom was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to Alexis Laferté, from whom the present claimant purchased, and has 
continued to occupy and possess to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and. that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 142; and that he cause the same to be sur- 

veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 143. Jacques Lassrtte.—The Buard took into consideration the claim of Jacques Lasselle to a tract of 
land on river Rouge, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, 
page 122, under the date of 19th January, 1805. This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents 
of land, it being four arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Rouge, in rear by unconceded 
lands, on one side by lands claimed by James Hopkins, and on the other side by lands claimed by Gabriel Godfroy. 

Whereupon, John Cissne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Samuel Driver was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, “ continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and tenanted the premises since that 
time to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 143; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 

Office at Detroit. 

No. 144. Joun Tucxar.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Tuckar to a tract of land on 
river Huron; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

Sir: : ; ; ; ; ‘ Detroit, June 16, 1808. 

Take notice that I claim a tract of land, situate, lying, and being on river Huron of lake St. Clair, con- 
taining four and a half or five acres in front, and extending in depth to lake St. Clair, bounded above by lands 
claimed by James Conner, and below by lands claimed by Edward Tuckar. I claim and set up title by virtue of a 
long possession and occupancy, and improvements made by my late father, who, by his last will and testament, 
bequeathed the same to me. 

For Joun Tuckar, 
CATHARINE TUCKAR, her x mark. 


Witness, Peter AupRAIN. 


acres, (but not to exceed six hundred and forty acres in the whole, ) it 





This tract contains, by estimation, 


being four and a half or five acres in front, more or less, extending in depth to lake St. Clair, bounded in front by 
— ne va rear by lake St. Clair, above by lands claimed by James Conner, and below by lands claimed by 
Edward Tuckar. 
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Whereupon, as evidence of his claim, the claimant exhibited to the commissioners a legal copy of the will of 
the late William Tuckar, his father, from which the following is extracted, viz. **I give and bequeath unto John 
Tuckar a farm, or lot of land, lying on the river Huron, containing about four acres in front, bounded south on the 
river arom, east by lands occupied by Edward ‘Tuckar, north on Indian or wild lands, and west by lands occupied 
by James Conner. 

m Baptiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, —— to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
pes continued so until the year 1804, when the deponent left river Huron. 

And William McScott, Esq. was also brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises in 1804, and has con- 
tinued so to this day. aan , ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 144; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

No. 145. Epwarp Tucxar.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Edward Tuckar to a tract of land; 
and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of land, 
situate, lying, and "3° on river Huron of lake St. Clair, containing about five acres in front, more or less, 
extending to lake St. Clair in depth, bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by lake St. Clair, above by lands 
claimed by John Tuckar, and below by lands claimed by Michael Tremblé. I make claim and set up title by virtue 
of a long possession and occupancy, and improvements made by my late father, who, by his last will and testament, 
bequeathed the same to me. 

For Epwarp Tuckar, 
CATHERINE TUCKAR, her x mark. 
Witness, Perer AvupRAIN. 

This tract contains about five acres in front, more or less, extending in depth to lake St. Clair, is bounded in 
front by river Huron, in rear by lake St. Clair, above by lands claimed by John Tuckar, and below by lands claimed 
by Michael Tremblé. =i ’ is 

Whereupon, as evidence of his claim, the claimant exhibited to the commissioners a legal copy of the will of the 
late William ‘Tuckar, his father, from which the following is extracted, viz. 

‘« | give and bequeath unto Edward ‘Tuckar the farm he now occupies, containing five acres in front, bounded 
east by Tremblé, north on Indian or wild land, west on a farm belonging to me, adjoining James Conner.” 

William McScott, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, in the year 1804, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and has con- 
tinued so to this day. . 

This claim is postponed for further evidence. 

No. 146. Witx1am Tucxar.—The Board took into consideration the claim of William Tuckar to a tract of Jand 
on river Huron; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, June 16, 1808. 


Take notice that 1 now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of land, 
situate, lying, and being on river Huron of lake St. Clair, containing about six acres in front, more or less, and 
extending in depth to lake St. Clair, bounded in front by river Huron, and in rear by lake St. Clair, above by the 
lands of the widow Tuckar, and below by the lands claimed by Frangvis St. Obin. I make claim and set up title 
by virtue of along possession and occupancy, and improvements made by my late father, deceased, who, by his last 
will and testament, has bequeathed the same to me. 

For Wituam Tuckar, 


CATHERINE TUCKAR 
Witness, Peter AvpRAIN. » her x mark. 


Whereupon, as evidence of his claim, the claimant exhibited to the commissioners a legal co i 
late bi np Le ee sor apr — = pees extracted, viz. #7 of the will of the 
**T give and bequeath unto William ‘Tuckar the farm he now occupies, containing six acres in fr i 
or less, bounded south on the river Huron, east by lands occupied by Francois St. Obin, north on the lake St. Clans 
and west on my own lands.” — ’ 
This tract contains about six acres in front, more or less, extending in depth to lake St. Clair, (but not to exceed 
six hundred and forty acres in the whole,) is bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by lake St. Clair, above by the 
Jands of ag Tuckar, and a, by — —— by Francois eg 
Baptiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and ples Hn ge ton 
and continued so until 1804, when the deponent left river Huron. e ‘ ? 
William McScott, Esq. was also brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said, that the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises in the year 1804, and has con- 
tinued by ‘od this . és - aa asians ' 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above descri 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 146; and that he canse righ * “a 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. § 


No. 147, CatuertveE Tuckar, in trust for her two sons Jacob and Charles.—The Board took into considera- 
tion the claim of Catherine Tuckar, widow and executrix of the last will and testament of the late William Toe 
deceased, in trust for her two sons Jacob and Charles, to a tract of land on river Huron; and the notice by her 
filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Avuprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sia: Detroit, June 16, 1808, 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim for 
and my two sons Jacob and Charles, to a tract of land on river Huron of lake St. Clair, cpateiiaine bine teehee 
acres in front, more or less, and extending in depth to lake St. Clair, bounded in front by the river Huron, and 
in rear by lake St. Clair, above by lands now claimed by Michael Tremblé, and below by lands claimed by m 
son William Tuckar. I make claim, and set up title, by virtue of a long uninterrupted possession of more than 
twenty years, and by valuable improvements made by my late husband, and in conformity to the entry made by my 
late husband with the former commissioners, in vol. 1, page 42, under the date of 9th January, 18053 which tract of 
» Jand he left me, by his last will and testament, during my natural life. 
CATHERINE TUCKAR, her x mark. 


Witness, Peter AupRAin. 
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This tract contuins twelve acres in front, more or less, extending in depth to lake St. Clair, (but not to exceed 
six hundred and forty acres in the whole) is bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by lake St. Clair, below by 
the lands claimed by William Tuckar, and above by lands claimed by Michael 'Tremblé. 

Whereupon, as evidence of her claim, the claimant exhibited to the commissioners a legal copy of the last will 
and testament of her late husband, from which the following is extracted, viz. 


“ T give and bequeath to Catherine Tuckar, my trusty and well beloved wife, the farm I now live on, together 
with all the buildings, stock,”? &c. 

**} give and bequeath unto Jacob Tuckar and Charles Tuckar, my youngest sons, (after the death of their 
mother) the farm I now live on,” &c. 

Baptiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late William Tuckar was in possession and 
occupancy of the premises. and continued so until the year 1804, when the deponent left river Huron. 

And William McScott. Esquire, was also brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, bein 
duly. sworn, deposed and said, that, in the year 1804, the late William Tuckar, deceased, was in possession an 
occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; since which time, the widow has occupied the same to 
this day. 

- And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 147; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 


Fripay, June 17, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 148. Putiiis Pevrrer.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Phillis Peltier to a tract of land on 
lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, June 17, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate, lying, and being on lake St. Clair, containing about twelve acres in front by forty acres in depth, 
bounded in front by lake St. Clair, and in rear by unlocated lands, below by lands claimed by Nicholas Chapoton, 
and above by a creek, (or coulée, called ventre de boeuf.) 1 claim and set up title by possession of more than 


fifteen years’ cultivation, and improvements made by me. ; 
PHILLIS PELTIER, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AuDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and eighty acres, it being twelve acres in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, below by lands claimed by Nicholas Chapoton, and 
above by a creek, (or a coulée, called ventre de boeuf.) 

Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Paré was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said. that fifteen years ago the claimant was in possession, and cultivated the premises, and has 
continued so te this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 148; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 149. Jean Baprisre Pare.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Paré, to a tract 
of land on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Aupratn, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, June 17, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detrcit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on lake St. Clair, containing about six arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. 
Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by Joseph Dube, and below by lands claimed by Louis 
Laforge. I claim and set up title by virtue of fifteen years’ possession and occupancy, and improvements made by 


me or those from whom I derive title. 
JEAN BAPTISTE PARE, his x mark. 
Witness, PeTer AUDRAIN. 


This tract contains six arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, and in rear by 
unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by Joseph Dubé, and below by lands claimed by Louis Laforge. 

Whereupon, Phillis Peltier was brought * anes pt a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, tlfat, about fifteen years ago, one Cayet: was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
continued so until he sold to Frangois Dupré, who possessed and occupied the same until he sold to the claimant, 
who has occupied it ever since to this day. 

Francois Dupré was also brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed 
and said, that he, the deponent, purchased the premises from Cayet, and possessed the same until he sold to the 
claimant, who has possessed and cultivated the same until this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 149; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 


Saturpay, June 18, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 150. Francots Sr. Ostx.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Frangois St. Obin toa tract of 
land on the northeast side of river Huron of lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Auprain, Esquire, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: Dertrorr, June 18, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate and being on the northeast side of river Huron of lake St. Clair, containing, by estimation, —— arpents 
of land, it being four arpents in front, extending in depth to lake St. Clair, bounded in front by river Huron, in rear 
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by lake St. Clair, above by lands claimed by William Tuckar, and below by lands claimed by Michael Tremblé. 
I claim and set me by virtue of a long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by my late father, since 


the year 1791 until he died. 
FRANCOIS ST. OBIN, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AupRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, arpents of land, (not to exceed six hundred and forty acres in the whole) 
it being four arpents in front, extending in depth to lake St. Clair, bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by lake 
St. Clair, above by lands claimed by William ‘Tuckar, and below by lands claimed by Michael Tremblé. 

Whereupon, Baptiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that the late Louis St. Obin, father to the claimant, was in possession and occupancy of 
the —— many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, and had continued so until 1804, when this deponent left 
river Huron. 

Christian Clemens, Esquire, was also brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises in the year 1804, and 
has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that . have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 150; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 151. Francois Sr. Onix.—The Board took into consideration another claim of Frangois St. Obin to a tract 
of land on the south side of river Huron of lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 





To Perer Aupraty, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, June 18, 1808, 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate and being on river Huron, containing three arpents in front by arpents in depth, bounded in front 
by said river Huron, east by lands claimed by Chapoton, and west by lands of Jacques Loson, and in rear by lake 
St. Clair. Iclaim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those 


from whom I derive title. 
FRANCOIS ST. OBIN, his x mark. 





Witness, Peter AupDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, —— arpents, (but not to exceed in the whole six hundred and forty acres,) it 
being three acres ia front, extending in depth to lake St. Clair, is bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by Jake 
St. Clair, east by lands claimed by one Chapoton, and west by lands claimed by Jacques Loson. 

Whereupon, Baptiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Michel Comparet was in possession and occupancy ot 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to Louis Baudin, and that this farm was in constant occupation until 
1804, when this deponent left river Huron. 

Christian Clemens, Esq. was also brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that the premises have been in constant occupation for these seven years past. 

Postponed for further evidence. 

No. 152. ‘T'ur widow AND HEIRS OF JEAN Baptiste Campeau, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the 
claim of the widow and heirs of the late Jean Baptiste Campeau, deceased, to a tract of land situate at Grand Ma- 
rais; and the notice by them filed on the 14th June, instant, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Regisier of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, June 14, 1808. 


Take notice that I, Jean Baptiste Campeau, do enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit 
the claim of my mother and children, as heirs of my late father, Jean Baptiste Campeau, deceased, to a tract of land, 
situate, lying, and being at Grand Marais, in the district of Detroit, containing, by estimation, one hundeed and 
twenty arpents of land, it being three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, and in 
rear by unconceded lands, above by Charles Chovin, and below by Hoary Campeau. I claim and make title by 
virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by my late father. 


JEAN BAPTISTE CAMPEAU, his x mark.’ 


Witness, Perer AupRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, is bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded Jands, above by lands claimed by Charles Chovin, 
and below by lands claimed by Henry Campeau. 

Whereupon, Gabriel St. Obin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July. 1796, the late Jean Baptiste Campeau, deceased, was in possession 
and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he died. since which time, the widow and children have occu- 
pied the same to this day. E aed 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 152; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 153. Gasrien Sr. Opty. —The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel St. Obin toa tract of land, 
situate at Grand Marais; and the notice by him filed 13th June instant was read in the words and figures follow- 
ing, to wit: 

3 To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, June 13, 1808, 


Piease to take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit the following tract 
of land in the district of Detroit, containing, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents of land, it being three 
arpents in front by ~— in depth, bounded in front by the farm of Jacques St. Obin, and in the rear by unsettled 
Jands, on one side by Frangois Rivard, and on the other side by Joseph Laparle. I make claim and set up title by 
virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me. 

GABRIEL ST. OBIN, his x mark. 

Witness, Ropert Appotr. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by the farm of the late Jacques St. Obin, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by un- 
conceded lands, and on the other side by Jands claimed by Joseph Laparle. ; 

Whereupon, Joseph Laparle was brought forward in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and 
said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and has con- 
tinued so to this day. F f : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 153; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
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veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land (Office at Detroit. 

No. 154. Louis Cocuois.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Cochois to a tract of land situ- 
ate at Grand Marais; and the notice by him filed the 13th June, instant, was read in the words and figures follow- 
ing, to wit: 

To Perer Avuprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, June 13, 1808. 


Please to take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit the following 
tract of land in the district of Detroit, containing, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents of land, it being 
three arpents in front by forty arpents in depth, bounded in front by a farm of Baptiste leaeeeeie, and in rear by 
unsettled lands, on one side by Foensh Laparle, and on the other side by Pierre Rivard. I make claim and set up 
title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 


LOUIS COCHOIS, his x mark. 


Sir: 


Witness, Ropert Azporr. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents of land, it being three arpents in front by 
forty in depth, bounded in front by a farm claimed by Baptiste Laderoute, in rear by unsettled lands, on one side 
by lands claimed by Joseph leaner, and on the other side by unlocated lands. 

Whereupon, Gabriel St. Obin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, previous tu the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 154; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 155. Josep Laparty.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Laparle to a tract of land at 
Grand Marais; and the notice by him filed the 13th June instant was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Aupratn, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detrorr, June 13, 1808. 


Please to take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit the following 
tract of land, in the district of Detroit, containing, by estimation, eighty arpents of land, it being two arpents in front 
by forty in depth, bounded in front by the farm of Gabriel St. Obin. and in the rear by unsettled lands, on one side 
by Gabriel St. Obin, and on the other side by Louis Cochois. I make claim and set up title by virtue of possession, 
occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 

JOSEPH LAPARLE, his x mark. 


Witness, Rospert Appott. 


This tract contains, by estimation, eighty arpents of land, it being two arpents in front by forty in depth, is 
bounded in front by a farm claimed by Gabriel St. Obin, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claim- 
ed by Gabriel St. Obin, and on the other side by lands claimed by Louis Cochois, 

Whereupon, Louis Cochois was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to'the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 155; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 156. Jean Baptiste Vernier, dit Lanovceur.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Bap- 
tiste Vernier, dit Ladouceur, tu two tracts of lands, (now united in one farm,) which was entered with the former 
Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 37, under date of 7th January, 1805. 

This farm contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents of land, it being six arpents in front by forty 
in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, and in rear by unconceded lands, on the northeast by lands claimed 
by Pierre Bonhomme, on the southwest by lands claimed by Laurent Griffard. 

Whereupon, Baptiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and has continued so to thisday. — 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 156; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 157. Francois Amproise.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francois Ambroise. Jun. toa 
tract of land on lake St. Clair, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
vol. 1, page 150, under the date of 20th November, 1805. ae 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and forty acres, it being three and a half acres in front by forty 
acres in depth, situate, lying, and being on the northwest side of lake St. Clair, bounded in front by the said Jake, in 
rear by unconceded lands, on the upper part by lands claimed by Bazile Criqui, and on the lower side by lands 
claimed by Jean Baptiste Vernier, dit Ladouceur. J ; 

Whereupon, Bazile ay 30 was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed — my that he knows that Michel Duchéne had sold his right to the claimant, who has possessed the 
same to this day. : 

Jean Baptiste Vernier, dit Ladouceur, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, thirteen years ago, Etienne 
Duchéne took possession of the premises, and built a small house thereon. 

Postponed for further evidence. ; ‘ 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 

Monpay, June 20, 1808. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 158. Martin Napautr.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Martin Nadault to a tract of 
innd on the south side of the river Aux Sables; and the notice by him filed on Saturday last was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 

To Perer Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
San: Derroit, June 18, 1088, 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Aux Sables, containing six arpents in front, and extending to river Aux Raisins, * 
bounded east by lands now claimed by Baptiste Fontaine, west by lands claimed by Antoine Riopel. I claim and 
make title by virtue of a deed from Porlier Benac to me, recorded by per 5 offman, late register, in book B- 


page 175, and by virtue of occupancy, and improvements made by me and said Porlier Benac. 
MARTIN NADAULT. 
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This tract contains, by estimation, arpents, it being six arpents in front, extending to river Raisins, 
bounded east by lands now claimed by Baptiste Fontaine, west by lands claimed by Antoine Riopel, (the whole not 
to exceed six hundred and forty acres. ) ; 

Whereupon, Joseph Lenfant, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Joseph Porlier Benac was in possession and occu- 
sg of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to 
this day. 

po thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which {certificate shall be No. 158; and that he cause the same to be. 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 159. Louis Lenvant, Jun.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Lenfant, Jun. to a tract 
of land on the north side of the river Raisins; and the notice by him filed on Saturday last was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 

To Perer Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, June 18, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents of land 
it being three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, 
above by Antoine Campeanu, and below by lands claimed by my father, Joseph Lenfant. I claim by virtue of pos 


session and occupancy of more than twenty years, and of valuable improvements made by me thereon. 
LOUIS LENFANT, his x mark. 


Sir: 


Witness, Peter AvpRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, is bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by Antoine Cam- 
peau, and below by lands claimed by Joseph Lentant, father to the claimant. 

Whereupon, Martin Nadault was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and has continued without any interruption to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above tract of land, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 159; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, an 
a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 


at Detroit. 
No. 160. Joseph Menarv.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Menard to a farm on the 


south side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 
1, page 198, under the date of 23d November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and twenty-six arpents, more or less, it being four arpents and one 
pole in front by eighty arpents in depth, situate on the south side of river Raisins, bounded in front by river Raisins, 
in rear by lands claimed by Baptiste Drouillard, above by the lands claimed by Jacques Navarre, and below by 
lands claimed by Joseph Robert. 

Whereupon, Louis Susor was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, about twenty-four years ago, the claimant took possession, occupied and improved the premises, 
and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described premises, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 1603; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to. the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. : 

No. 161. JosepH Rosert.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Robert to a tract of land on 
the south side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
vol. 1, page 293, under the date of the 4th of February, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty arpents of land, it being three arpents in front by 
one hundred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear, south 30° west by magnet, by uncon- 
ceded lands, on the east by Cadet Louis Susor, and on the west by Joseph Menard. 

Whereupon, Joseph Menard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 161; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quaatity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 162, Jean Marsac.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Marsac to a tract of land, situate 
at the point of L’ance creuse; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to 


wit: 
To Peter Avprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Derroir, June 20, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 


land, situate at the point of L’ance creuse, containing about four arpents, more or less, in front, by forty arpents in 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, above, northeast, by Charles Chovin, and 
below, southwest, by Louis Leduc, dit Perez. [ claim and set up title by virtue of a long possession, occupancy, 


and improvement made by me. . 
JEAN MARSAC, his x mark. 


Sm: 


Witness, Perer AUDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, more or Tess, it being about four arpents in 
front by forty in depth, bounded in front by Jake St. Clair, and in rear by unconceded lands, above, northeast, by 
lands claimed by Charles Chovin, and below, southwest, by lands claimed by Louis Leduc, dit Perez. ; 

Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Nantay was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, several years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and 
occupancy of the premises, and has continued so to this day. : ' 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 162; and that he cause the same to be sur- 

‘veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 163. Jean Bapriste Nanray.—The Board took into consideration the claim of _Jean Baptiste Nantay to a 
tract of land, situate at L’ance creuse; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures fol- 


lowing, to wit: 
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To Peter Avuprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derroit, June 20, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate at L’ance creuse, containing five arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, 
and in rear by unconceded lands, above by Phillis Peltier, and below by Pierre Lanoue. I claim and set up title by 
virtue of a long possession and occupancy, and improvements made by ine. 

JEAN BAPTISTE NANTAY. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred arpents of land, it being five arpents in front by forty in depth, 
is bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by Phillis Peltier, and 
below by lands claimed by Pierre Lanoue. 

Whereupon, Jean Marsac was brought forward as.a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, about fourteen years ago, the claimant took possession, and cultivated the premises for seven 
years. 

Robert Thomas was sworn, and deposed and said, that he has lived on the premises, and has cultivated the same 
these six or seven years past, but that it was contrary to the claimant’s prohibition; and that, at the time he took 
possession of the premises, the land had been idle for about two years. , 

Postponed for further evidence. 


_ No. 164. JosepH Mrtressr, dit Sansracoy.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Mitressé, 
dit Sansfacon, to a tract of land, situate at L’ance creuse; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Avupratn, Register of the Land Office at Detroit: 
Sir: , Detroit, June 20, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to two tracts of 
land, situate at L’ance creuse, now united in one farm, containing nine arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded 
in front by lake St. Clair, and in rear by unconceded lands, above by Baptiste Blé, and below by Charles Chovin. 
I make claim and set up title by virtue of a long possession and occupancy, and improvements made by me. 

JOSEPH MITRESSE, dit SANSFACON. 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty arpents of land, it being nine arpents in front by 
forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, and in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by 
Baptiste Blé, and below by lands claimed by Charles Chovin. 

Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Nantay was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, one Nicholas Patenaude was in possession and occu- 
pancy of six arpents in front of the aforesaid tract, and continued so until he sold to Antoine Cecil, from whom the 
claimant has purchased, and that he has possessed and occupied the same since that time to this day; that Pierre 
Laparle was in possession and occupancy of the other three arpents in front, and gave them to Louis Champagne, 
who sold the same to the claimant, who, since that time, has possessed and occupied the same to this day. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, produced the two following deeds, to wit: 


Terrirorre DE Micuican, District du Detroit, ss. 


En présence des témoins soussignés fut présent Antoine Cecille, maitre forgeron, demeurant dans le district 
susdit, lequel reconnoit et contesse avoir par ces présentes vendu, cedé, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et 
pour toujours & Joseph Sansfacon, du district susdit, ses prétentions sur une terre de six arpents de front sur quarante 
de profondeur, s’ils se trouvent situés dans L’ance creuse, district Huron, sur le bord du lac St. Clair, tenant 
un coté du nord au dit Joseph Sanslacon, et du coté du Sausoy & Charles Chovin, fils, sur les mémes titres qu’il l’a 
acquise de Nicholas Patenaude, fils, et de Henry Campeanu, sans s’obliger de lui garantir d’aucun effet quelconque si 
non = luietde ses hoirs ayant cause, et dont le dit Joseph Sansfacon dit avoir vi et visitté dont il est content et 
satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, est ainsi faitte pour et moyennant la somme de cinquante pounds de la Nouvelle York, 
égalle & cent vingt-cinq piastres, payables comme cy-aprés, savoir: dix pounds au ler Juin prochain, de l’année 
1806, et dix pounds dans le cours de Novembre de la meme année, et pour le parfait payement, il sera échu dans le 
cours de Juin de l’année 1807, et }.vur la sureté du dit payement la ditte terre est de ce moment et restera hypo- 
théquée au dit Antoine Cecil jusqu’au parfait payement. Car ainsi sont convenues les dittes parties. Fait et passé 
dans le district susdit le 23 Novembre, l’an 1805, et le dit Antoine Cecil a signé et scellé, apres lecture faitte, ainsy 


que le dit Joseph Sansfagon, qui a aussi signé en présence des témoins. 
; JOSEPH SANSFACON, [L. s.] 
AnrornE DequinnreE, témoin, J. P. ANTOINE CECILLE. _ [1 s.] 


Detroir, Comte de Wayne: 


Par devant le notaire public pour le comté de Wayne, résidant au Detroit, fut présent le nommé Louis Champagne, 
demeurant dans la coté du nord-est de la paroisse de St. Anne, leque! reconnoit par ces présentes avoir vendu, cedé, 
quitté, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et a toujours, avec garantie de ses propres et de ses hoirs, et ayant 
cause & l’avenir seulement, au Sr. Joseph Sansfacon a ce présent, et acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant 
cause & l’avenir, une terre de trois arpents de front sur quarante de profondeur, sise au nord du lac St. Clair, pre- 
nant par devant au bord du dit lac, bornée d’un cété au nord-est & Charles Dulac, et de l’autre cété au sud-ouest a 
Henry Campeau, avec une petitte maison, une écurie, clotures, &c.; tel et ainsi que la ditte terre se poursuit et 
comporte de toutes parts, circonstances, et dépendances, sans en rien reserver ny retenir, que le dit acquéreur dit 
bien connoitre, dont il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement ainsi fait pour et moyennant la somme de vingt cing pounds, cours 
de la Nouvelle York, laauatle somme le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu du dit Sansfagon, avant la passation des 
présentes, dont il le tient quitte et tous autres; et au moyen de que dessus le dit Louis Champagne a transporté, 
et transport au dit Joseph Sansfacon, ses dits hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, 
raisons, actions, et tous autres droits de propriété qu’il a et pouvait avoir sur la ditte terre, maison, &c. voulant et 
entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsi qu’il appartiendra en vertu des présentes. 
Car ainsy sont conveniies les parties de bonne foy, promettant, &c. obligeant, &c. Fait et passé au Detroit, en 
i’étude du dit notaire le 12 Octobre, l’an 1802, et ont signé et scelié aprés lecture faitte. 


LOUIS CHAMPAGNE, sa x marque, [1. s.] 
JOSEPH SANSFACON. [1 s.] 
Présence de Cuartes Moran. __ 
Fs. D. Bettecour, Not. Pub. (1. s.] 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described farm, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 164; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 


No. 165. Joserpx Duse.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Dubé to a tract of land, situate 
at L’ance creuse; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 
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To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: . Detroit, June 20, 1808. 

Please to take notice that [ now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to the 
following tract of land, situate, lying and being on L’ance creuse, in the district of Detroit, containing by, estima- 
tion, one hundred and twenty arpents of land, it being three arpents in front by forty arpents in depth, bounded 
in front by lake St. Clair, and in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by Baptiste Pierre, and on the other side by 
Pierre Lanoue. 1 make claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me 
or those from whom I derive title. 


JOSEPH DUBE, his -+ mark. 
Witness, Rosert ABporr. E, his-+ mark 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in fro orty in 
depth, is bounded in front by Jake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side 1 lands daimol hong: og 
tiste Pierre, and on the other side by lands claimed by Pierre Lanoue. 

Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Nantay was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Nicholas Valné was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to Charles Chovin, from whom the claimant has purchased the same 
which he has possessed and occupied since that time to this day. , 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 165; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 166. Louis Susor.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Susor to a farm on the south 
side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 
Ist, page $31, under the date of November 30, 1805. 

This farm contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty acres, it being tiree acres in front by eighty acres in 
depth, is bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by La Grande Coulée, on the east by lands claimed by Ignace 
Tuot, dit Duval, and on the west by lands claimed by Joseph Robert. 

Whereupon, Joseph Menard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, about eighteen years ago, the claimant took possession, occupied and improved the premises 
and has continued so to this day. c 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled tu the above described tract of 
land, and that be have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 166; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. , 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

WepneEspay, June 22, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. rats bane 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Edward Tuckar, which was postponed for further evidence on the 16th 
day of this month. Whereupon, Louis Campeau, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant 
who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, nrevious to the lst July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and 
occupancy of the premises, and has continued to possess and occupy the same to this day, 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 145; and that he cause the same to be sur- 


veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
Land Office at Detroit. : gister of the 


_ No. 167. JosepH Rowe.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Rowe to a tract of land, 
situate on the south side of river Huron of lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Aupratn, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Sim: | Detroit, June 22, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my clai 

land, situate on river Huron of lake St. Clair, containing, by estimation, two hundred and Saty eee land. 4 

being six arpents in front by forty arpents in depth, bounded in front by said river Huron, in rear by unconceded 

lands, on one side by lands claimed by Bazile Laforge, and on the other side by lands claimed by Pierre Phenix 

I make claim and set up title by virtue of a long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those 

from whom I derive title. 


JOSEPH ROWE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents of land, it being six arpents in front 
in depth, is bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by unconceded lands, westerly by land claimed by Bank 
Laforge, and easterly by lands claimed by Pierre Phenix. 

Whereupon, Louis Campeau, Esq. was brought torward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Antoine Nicholas Petit was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this day 
And the claimant, in support of his claim, produced a deed of conveyance from Antoine Nicholas Petit to him, in 
the words following, to wit: : 


_ Know all men by these presents, that I, Antoine Nicholas Petit, of the river Huron, district of Huron, and ter- 
ritory of Michigan, for and in consideration of a sum of two hundred dollars, to me in hand paid, at and before the 
signing, sealing, and delivering these presents, have granted, bargained, and sold, and, by these presents, do grant, 
bargain, sell, and convey, unto Joseph Rowe, of said place, his heirs and assigns, forever, a certain lot of land, contain- 
ing six arpents in front, bounded north by said river, westerly by lands belonging to Bazile Laforge, easterly by a 
lot belonging to Pierre Phenix, and south by unsettled lands, with all the appurtenances thereunto belonging; and 
the said Antoine N. Petit doth hereby relinquish and make over to the said Joseph Rowe, his heirs and assigns, all his 
right, title, claim, interest, or demand, of the said lot of land; and the said Rowe is to hold the said lot of land with- 
out er “8 suit, molestation, or trouble, from the said Antoine, or any other person claiming, or to claim, by, from, 
or under him. . 

In witness whereof, ‘he hath hereunto set his hand at river Huron, this 26th day of October, in the 
Lord 1807, and of the independence of the United States the thirty-first, and affixed his seal. eae a 


ANTOINE NICHOLAS PETIT, his x mark. [t. s.] 
In presence of Louis Campeav. 


District or Huron, October 26, 1807. 
Personally appeared before me Antoine Nicholas Petit, and acknowledged the same to be his own free act and 


deed. Before me 
, LOUIS CAMPEAU, Juge a Paiz. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described t 
jand, and that fe have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 167; and that he cause the same to ae. 
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veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. . 
No. 168. Louis Camprau, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Campeau, Esq. toa tract 


of Jand, situate on river Huron of lake St. Clair, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 1, under date of Ist November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and eighty arpents of land, it being fourteen arpents in front by 
twenty arpents in depth, bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by unconceded lands, west by lands claimed by 
Joseph Campeanu, east by lands claimed by Bazile Laforge. | . ne 

Wien pon, George Meldrum was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day. SH) ; , , 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certifivate shall be No. 168; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 169. Jean Baptiste Drovittarv.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Drouil- 
lard to a tract of land, situate on river Detroit; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 
To Perer Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

Detroit, June 22, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land on river Detroit, below river Ecorces, containing, by estimation, three hundred arpents, it being three arpents 
in front by one hundred in depth, is bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands 
claimed by Jonathan Schieffelin, and below by lands claimed by André Vigé. 1 make claim and set up title by vir- 
tue of a long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me and those from whom I derive title. 

JEAN BAPTISTE DROUILLARD, his x mark. 


Witness, PETER AUDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred arpents of land, it being three arpents in front by one hundred 
arpents in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, above, northeast, by lands claimed 
by Jonathan Schiettelin, and below, southwest, by lands claimed by André Vigé. 

Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Dufour was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises thirteen years ago, and 


that he has continued so to this day. __ Te ; ; ; 
And thereupon it doth appear to the "commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 


land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 169; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


LandOffice at Detroit. _ 
And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 


Tuurspay, June 23, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

170. Jean Baptiste Vernier, dit Lanovceur.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste 
Vernier, dit Ladouceur, to a tract of land at L’ance creuse; and the notice by him filed the 18th June instant was 
read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, June 18, 1808, 


Sir: 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on lake St. Clair, at a place called L’ance creuse, containing five or six_arpents in front, by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by Francois Ambroise, and south- 
west by Nicholas Patenaude. | claim and set up title by virtue of a possession of thirteen years’ occupancy, and 


improvements made by me. ‘ . . ; ‘ 
JEAN BAPTISTE VERNIER, dit LADOUCEUR, his x mark. 
Witness, PeTerR AupRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, about two hundred arpents, it being five or six arpents in front, by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by lake Si. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by Francois Ambroise, and 
southwest by Nicholas Patenaude. 

Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Nantay was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to thisday. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that * have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 170; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. Ad 4). } “4 ; ; 
The Board reconsidered the claim of Jean Baptiste Nantay, which was postponed on the 20th instant for further 


evidence. (See No. 163.) | ; , 7 : 

Whereupon, Alexis Coquillard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that he has heard Robert Thomas acknowledge, in his presence, that he considered himself as 
tenant of Jean Baptiste Nantay, on the farm now under consideration. Postponed for further consideration. 

No. 171. Joseru Livernots, Jun.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Livernois, Jun. toa 
tract of land situate at Prairie Ronde; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures follow- 
ing, to wit: 
To Peter Auprain, Regsiter of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Derroit, June 22, 1808. 


Please to take. notice that I set up title and make claim to a certain tract of land, situate, lying, and being in the 
District of Detroit, containing four arpents in breadth by forty in depth, bounded by the lands of John Harvey in 
front, by unconceded lands in rear, on the northeast by the lands of E. Brush, Esq., and on the southwest by the 
lands of Joseph Livernois, Sen., which I hold and possess by virtue of a deed of exchange from Louis Barthe. 

JOSEPH LIVERNOIS, Fils. 


Sir: 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by lands claimed by John Harvey, in rear by unconceded lands, on the northeast by lands claimed 
by Elijah Brush, and on the southwest by lands claimed by Joseph Livernois, Sen. ‘The claimant, in support of his 
claim, produced the following deed of exchange, to wit: 
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Detroit, Comté de Wayne: 

Par devant le notaire public pour le comté de Wayne, résidant au Detroit, furent présents le sieur Joseph Liver- 
nois, demeurant dans la coté du sud-ouest, de cette ville, d’une part, et Louis Barthe, demeurant dans la cété du 
nord-est, d’autre part, lesquels reconnoissent avoir fait entre eux l’échange et permutation reciproque des terres cy- 
apres déclarées, avec promesse de garantir l’un envers l’autre de leurs propres faits, ainsy que de toutes dettes, hypo- 
théques, et aliénations quelconques; premiérement a été délaissé par le dit Joseph Livernois au dit Louis Bartle un 
terrein de quatre arpents de front sur quarante de profondeur, & ce présent, et acceptant pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant 
cause 2 l’avenir, et pour enjouir dés & présent et & toujours, sis en bas de la ditte coté du sud-ouest & ’endroit nommé 
La Belle Fontaine prenant par devant au bord de la riviére du Detroit, borné d’un coté au nord-est & une terre 
appartenante au Sieur John Askin, et de l’autre coté aux autre tems du dit Sieur Askin, ét par-derriére & quarante 
arpents joignant la terre du dit Livernois, dont les dits quatre arpents de front fesaient partie; et le dit Louis Barthe 
a délaissé en contre échange au dit Livernois avec la méme garantie, et pour enjouir aussi dés & présent un autre 
terrein aussi de quatre arpents de front, & commencer au bout de quarante ny ey de la ditte riviére, et de la en 
profondeur quarante arpents sur_une terre bornée, au nord-est, au dit Sieur John Askin, et de autre coté & une 
autre terre appartenante au dit Livernois, et en profondeur jusqu’au bout des quatre vingt arpents de la riviére du 
Detroit, et par devant au bout des quarante premiers arpents,' comme dit est, les dittes terres ainsy échangées telles 
qu’elles sont & présent, et sans retour, d’une part ni d’autre, dont les dittes parties se quittent respectivement, se 
transportant l’un a l’autre tous droits de propriété qu’ils avaient sur les dittes terres suséchangées, disant étre con- 
tent et satisfait. Car ainsy a été convénu entre les parties, promettant, &c. obligeant, &c. 

Fait et passé au Detroit en l’étude du dit notaire le 16 Fevrier, l’an 1802, et ont signé et scellé aprés lecture 
faitte. 

Ainsy signé & l’original remis & Louis Barthe. 
JOSEPH LIVERNOIS, [1. s.] 
LCUIS BARTHE. [1. s.] 
Présence de Cuartes Moran, 
Francis D. Betiecour, Nol. Pub. [1. s.] 


Whereupon, Alexis Labadi was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Louis Barthe was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he transferred it to the claimant, in exchange for another tract of lands since which 
time the claimant has possessed and occupied the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 171; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

. Fripay, June 24, 1808, 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 172. Joun Askin, Jun.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Askin, Jun. to.a tract of land on 
the north side of river Huron; and the notice filed this day by Elijah Brush, Esq., his agent, was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 


Terrirory oF Micuiean, District of Detroit: 
To the Commissioners of the United States’ Land Office in the District and Territory aforesaid. - 


I hereby make entry of a certain tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the north side of river Huron, in the 
district and territory aforesaid, being twelve and a half acres in front upon said river, by fifty in depth, bounded on 
the upper side by lands claimed by Christian Clemens, on the lower side, and in rear, by the lands of the United 
States, and in front by the said river, being part and parcel of the lands commonly called and known by the name 
of McConse meadows, which I claim by virtue of a long and uninterrupted possession and improvement. 


E. BRUSH, 
Attorney for John Askin, Jun. 
Derroit, June 23, 1808. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and twenty-five acres, it being twelve and a half acres in front by 
fifty acres in depth, bounded in front by river Huron, in rear, and on one side, by lands of the United States, and 
on the other side by lands claimed by Christian Clemens. f 

Whereupon, Henry Tuckar was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Descoteaux began to improve and cultivate the premises, 
by order of, and for the benefit of, the claimant; that, some time after, the claimant had a house built; that, after- 
wards, Christian Clemens tenanted the premises for the claimant, and erected fences, and has continued to culti- 
vate the land to this day. ; oe 

Christian Clemens being also sworn as a witness in behalf of the claimant, deposed and said, that, he has been 
a tenant of the claimant, and has cultivated the said tract of land for these six or seven years past. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 172; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be delivered to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 173. James Ansotr, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the claim of James Abbott, Esq. tu a tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Huron 3; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 

To Peter Auprain, sq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: Detroit, June 24, 1808, 


Please to take notice that I claim title to a certain tract of land, lying and being on the south side of the 
river Huron, that empties in lake St. Clair, containing, by estimation, six hundred and thirty acres, it being ten and 
a half acres in front by sixty in depth, bounded in front by said river, in rear by lands of the United States, above 
by a buttonwood tree about one acre above a certain small creek that empties itself in said river, and below by un- 
located lands. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or by those from 


whom I derive title. 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and thirty acres, it being ten and a half acres in front, by sixty 
in depth, is bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by lands of the United States, above by a buttonwood tree 
about one acre above a certain small creek, and below by unlocated lands. ; : 

Whereupon, Henry Tuckar was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Edward Hezell was in possession and occupancy and im- 
provements of the premises, by cultivating the land and building a house, and raised on that land two crops; and 

.since that time, Hezell informed the deponent that he had sold his improvements to the late James Abbott, (father 
of the claimant,) deceased; and that Christian Clemens afterwards improved and cultivated the premises to this day. 
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Christian Clemens was also brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, for these eight years past, he has tenanted the premises, and pays rent to the claimant. 
The claimant, in support of his claim, produced the following deed, to wit: 


Know all men by these presents, that I, James Abbott, Esq. of Detroit, for and in consideration of five shillings, 
New York currency, to me in hand well and truly paid, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have granted, 
bargained, sold, alienated, and confirmed, and by these presents do bargain, sell, alien, and confirm, unto my son, 
James Abbott, his heirs and assigns, forever, a certain tract of land, situate and lying on the south-southeast of river 
Huron, on lake St. Clair, containing ten acres in breadth, and eighty acres in depth, the said tract beginning at 
an otter pond, and running up the said river the breadth of ten acres; the whole containing eight hundred acres, more 
or less, with all and singular the appurtenances whatever to the said tract of land belonging, or anywise appertain- 
ing, and the reversion and reversions, remainder and remainders, &c. 

To have and to hold the said premises, and every part and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances, unto my said 
son, James Abbott, his heirs and assigns, and for the only proper use and behoof of him, my said son, James, his 
heirs and assigns, forever. And I, the said James Abbott, for myself and my heirs, and against myself and my heirs 
and assigns, the said tract of land, and every part and parcel thereof, shall and will defend and forever warrant by | 
virtue of these presents. In witness whereof, | have liereunto set my hand,'and affixed my seal, at Detroit, this 15th 
day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight, and of the independence of 
the United States the twenty-third. 

JAMES ABBOTT. [L.s.] 


Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
RoserT AsBzorr. 


Wayne County, ss. 


Personally came before me, James May, of Detroit, Esq. one of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas in and 
for the said county of Wayne, James Abbott, Esq. who acknowledged the above to be his act and deed for the pur- 
poses therein mentioned. 

In testimony whereof, [ have hereunto subscribed my name, at Detroit, this 15th day of December, 1798. 


JAMES MAY. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
Jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 173; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

Sarurpay, June 25, 1808, 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 174. THE wipow AND HEIRS OF Jacos Tuomas, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of 
the widow and heirs of the late Jacob Thomas, deceased, to a tract of land at L’ance creuse, which was entered by 
Pierre Lanoue with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 308, under date of No- 
vember 30, 1805. This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by 
forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by 
Baptiste Nantay, and on the other side by lands claimed by Jean Baptiste Dubé. 

Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Nantay was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Jacob Thomas, deceased, was in possession 
and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; since which time, the widow and children have oc- 
cupied the same. ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 174; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 175. Lovis Perrr.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Petit to a tract of land on the 
south side of river Huron, of lake St. Clair, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office 
at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 399, under the date of December 19, 1805. ‘This tract contains, by estimation, one hun- 
dred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Huron, in rear 
by unconceded lands, on one side by lands now claimed by Pierre Phenix, and on the other side by lands claimed 
by Joseph Campeau. _ 

Whereupon, Baptiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, one Cannellier was in posession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until the 8th of May, 1797, when he sold to the claimant, who also possessed and 
occupied until 1804, when this deponent left river Huron. 

Pierre Phenix, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises in 1804, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimantis entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 175; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 176. Prerre Puentx.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Phenix to two tracts of land, 
now united in one farm, situate on river Huron, of lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in 
the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: Detroit, June 25, 1808, 


Take notice that I enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a farm situate 
on river Huron, of lake St. Clair, containing six arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Hu- 
ron, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by Joseph Rowe, and on the other side by Joseph Campeau. 1 
claim and set up title by virtue of long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom 


I derive title. 
PIERRE PHENIX, his x mark. 
Peter AupRAIN, witness. ; 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being six arpents in front by forty in depth, 
is bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by Joseph Rowe, 
and on the other side by lands claimed by Joseph Campeau. ; : 

Whereupon, Louis Petit was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, one Lapaline was in possession and occupancy of the prem- 
ises, that is to'say, of the lower tract of three arpents in front by forty in depth, and continued so until he sold to 
one Provost, from whom the claimant has purchased, and has possessed and occupied the same ever since to this day. 
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With respect to the upper tract of three arpents in front by forty in depth, the deponent saith, that, previous to 
the 1st of July, 1796, the same Lapaline was im possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until 
he sold to the late Nathan William, deceased, who sold to Joseph Bonvouloir, who sold to Joseph Cherbonneau, 
from whom the claimant purchased, and has possessed and occupied the premises to this day. * 

The claimant, in support of his claim, produced the following deed, to wit: 


TERRITOIRE DE MICHIGAN: * 


Par devant les temoins soussignés fut présent Joseph Cherbonneau, du district du Detroit, lequel a déclaré 
avoir vendu, cedé, quitté, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, avec garantie de toutes dettes, hy- 
potheques, évictions, aliénations, et de tout trouble et empéchement générallement quelconque, (excepté de la part 
des Etats Unis) Pierre Phenix, du district de Huron, & ce présent acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant 
cause & l’avenir, une terre sise et située & la riviére Aux Hurons, et territoire de Michigan, consistant en trois ar- 
pents de front sur quarante de profondeur, bornée par devant par la ditte riviére Aux Hurons, au nord-est par An- 
toine Petit, et au sud-est et par derriére aux terres non concedées; tel que la ditte terre se poursuit et comporte de 
toutes parts, ensemble les batiments susconstruits, circonstances, et dépendances que le dit acquéreur dit bien con- 
noitre, et dont il est content et satisfait. Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement ainsi fait pour et moyennant 
la somme de trente-trois pounds quatorze chelings, cours de la Nouvelle York, que le dit vendeur reconnoit et dé 
clare avoir regu comptant du dit acquéreur avant la passation des présentes; l’entient quitte et déchargé ainsi que 
tous autres. Au moyen de quoy le dit Joseph Cherbonneau a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes trans- 
porte au dit Pierre Phenix, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, 
qu’il a et pouvait avoir sur la ditte terre, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine par 
qui et ainsi qu’il appartiendra en vertu des présentes. Faite et passé au Detroit le 16 jour d’Adut, en l’an de notre 
Seigneur 1806; et le dit vendeur a signé et scellé en présence de temoins aprés lecture faitte. 

JOSEPH CHERBONNEAU. [L. s.] 
Scellé et délivré en présence de 
Peter AUDRAIN. 
Territory or Micnican, to wit: 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the justices assigned to keep the peace in and for the 
district of Detroit, Joseph Cherbonneau, the above grantor, who acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing 
to be his act and deed for the purposes therein contained, and that as such it may be recorded. In testimony where- 
of I have hereunto set my hand, at Detroit, this 16th day of August, A. D. 1806. 


PETER AUDRAIN, Justice of Peace. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled te the above described tract of 
jand, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 176; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 177. Josern Lenrant, Sen.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Lenfant, Sen., to a 
tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Aupraln, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, June 21, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a farm on 
which I have lived these twenty-four years, situate on the north side of the river Raisins, containing three arpents in 
front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in the rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed 
by my son Joseph, and below by lands claimed by Messrs. Godfroy and Beaugrant. I claim by virtue of a long and 
uninterrupted possession, occupancy, and valuable improvements made by me thereon. 

For Josepu LenFant, Sen. 
Peter AupDRAIN, witness. JOSEPH LENFANT, Jun. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by Joseph Lenfant, 
Jun. and below by lands claimed by Messrs. Godfroy and Beaugrant. ge ; - 

Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Couture was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant has been in constant possession and occupancy of the premises for more 
than twenty years past. : . : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 177; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 178. Prerre Puenrx.—The Board took into consideration another claim of Pierre Phenix to a tract of land, 
situate on the south side of river Huron, of the lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
ini di Derrorr, June 25, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate at river Huron, containing three and a half arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by 
said river Huron, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by Joseph Campeau, and on the other side by Louis 
Petit. Iclaim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me, or those from 


hom I derive title. 
whom I derive title PIERRE PHENIX, his x mark. ° 


Sir: 


Perer AUDRAIN, witness. 


__ This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and forty arpents, it being three and a half arpents in front by 
forty in depth, is bounded in front by river Huron, in rear b unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by 
Joseph Campeau, and on the other side by lands claimed by Louis Petit. E , 

Whereupon, Louis Petit was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sw de- 
posed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, one Antoine Petit was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until lie sold to Jean Baptiste Petit, from whom the claimant has purchased, and has 
occupied and cultivatedythe same since that time to this day. : i : wits ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant 1s entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a-certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 178; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

. No. 179. Bazite Pepin.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Bazile Pepin to a tract of land, situate 
~ tiver Detroit, below river Ecorces; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures fol- 
owing, to wit: 
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To Peter Avprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Derrorr, June 25, 1808. 

_ Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate below river Ecorces, on river Detroit, containing two arpents in front by one hundred and Pago | in 
depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side, above, by André Vigé, and on 
the other side by Etienne Lebeau, I make claim and set up title by virtue of a long possession, occupancy, and im- 


provements made by me or those from whom I derive title. ; 
BAZILE PEPIN, his X mark. 


Sir: 


Peter AupRAtn, witness. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being two arpents in front by one hundred 
and twenty in depth, is situate omriver Detroit, below river Ecorces, and is bounded in trent by river Detroit, in 
— by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by André Vigé, and below by lands claimed by Jean Baptiste 

eau. 

Whereupon, Alexis Labadi was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Jean Baptiste Fontaine was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this 
day. The claimant, in support of his claim, produced the following deed, to wit: 


Detroit, Comté de Wayne: 

Par deyant le notaire public pour le comté de Wayne, résidant au Detroit, fut present le nommé Jean Baptiste 
Fontaine, demeurant a la riviére Aux Raisins, cété du sud-ouest de la paroisse St. Antoine, de ce comté, lequel 
reconnoit par ces présentes avoir vendu, cedé, quitté, transporté et delaissé, dés maintenant et 4 toujours, avec 
garantie de ses propres faits, ainsi que de toutes dettes, hypotheques quelconques, au nommé Bazile Pepin, a ce 
présent, et acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a [’avenir,une terre de deux arpents de front sur 
cent vingt de profondeur, sise au nord-ouest de la riviere du Detroit, en bas de la riviére ditte Aux Ecorces, prenant 
par devant au bord de la ditte riviére du Detroit, bornée d’un coté au nord-est & André Vigé, et de autre coté au 
sud-esta Pierre Délorier, avec tous les biitiments susconstruits, circonstances, et dépendances, que le dit acquéreur 
dit bien connoitre, dont il est content et satisfait. Cette vente, cession, transporte et délaissement, ainsi faitte pour 
le’prix et somme de cinquante pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, laquelle somme le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir recu 
comptant avant la passation des présentes, dont il le tient quitte et déchargés; et au moyen de ce le dit Jean 
Baptiste Fontaine a de ce momen: transporté et transporte au dit Bazile Pepin, ses dits heirs, et ayant cause & 
l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété qu’il a et pouvait avoir sur la ditte terre, batimens, clétures, &c. susven- 
du, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra en vertu 
des présentes; et il a été accordé entre les parties que le dit vendeur ne sera responsable d’aucun des faits du Gou- 
vernement des Etats Unis ou autre & l’avenir. Car ainsy sont convenues les parties de bonne foy, promettant, &c. 
obligeant, &c. Fait et passé au dit Detroit, le trois d’Avril, l’an 1805, et ont signé et scellé aprés lecture faitte. 

JEAN BTE. FONTAINE, sa x marque. [1. s-] 
BAZILE PEPIN, sa x marque [1. s.] 
Présence de Louis Locnon, 
Tu. D. Bettecour, Not. Pub. [1 s.] 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and. that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 179; and that he cause the sane to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. may 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

5 Monpay, June 27, 1808. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

_ No. 180. Francois Rivarp.—The Board took inte consideration the claim of Francois Rivard to a tract of land 
situate on river Detroit, and the notice by him filed the 25th of June instant was read in the words and figures fol - 
lowing, to wit: 

To Peter Auprain, Esq. Register of the Land Office Detroit. 
Detroir, June 25, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of Jand in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
the river Detroit, containing, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being two arpents in front by eighty 
in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unlocated lands, on the northeast by lands claimed by Jacques 
St. Obin, and on the southwest by lands claimed by Antoine Chapoton. 1 claim title to the above tract of land by 
virtue of possession, and improvements made by me in 1795, and continued to this day. 

FRANCOIS RIVARD. 


Sir: 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being two arpents in front by eighty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by lands claimed by Jacques St. 
Obin, southwest by lands claimed by Antoine Chapoton. 

Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Chapoton was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 180; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, tu be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 181. Antoine Rivarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Antoine Rivard to a tract of land 
situate on river Detroit; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Auprain, Esq. Register of the Land Office, Detroit. 
Sir: | Detroit, Jeune 27, 1808. 


Please take notice that 1 claim title to a tract of land in. the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
the river Detroit, containing, by estimation, one hundred and eighty arpents, it being two and one-fourth arpents in 
front by eighty in depth, bcunded in front by the river Detroit, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the northeast by 
lands claimed by Louis Moran, and on the southwest by lands also claimed by Louis Moran. I claim title to this tract 
of land by virtue, of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me and by those from whom [ derive title. 

ANTOINE RIVARD. 


This tract contains, by estimation, about one hundred and eighty arpents, it being two and one-fourth arpents 
in front by eighty in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by lands 
claimed by Maurice Moran, southwest by lands claimed by Louis Moran. , ‘ 

And thereapon Charles Chovii was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Jean Batiste Rivard, deceased, father to the 
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claimant, was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; since which time, the 
claimant has possessed and occupied the same, by virtue of a deed of gift made him by his father, dated the 22d 
September, 1801; which deed the claimant produced. and is_hereafter entered. With respect to the forty arpents 
of the second concession, the deponent saith that the late Jean Batiste Rivard made no other use of them than in 
cutting a road to go back for firewood. The deed of gift exhibited by the claimant is in the words and figures fol- 


lowing, to wit: 
Detroit, Comte de Wayne: 

Par devant le notaire public pour le comté de Wayne, résidant au_Detroit, fut présent le sieur Jean Batiste 
Rivard, demeurant sur sa terre dans la cété du nord-est, de Ja parvisse Ste. Anne, dans le dit comté, lequel a par 
ces présentes fait donation pure, simple, et irrevocable, en la meilleure forme que faire se peut, et pour plus grande 
validité promet garantir de tout trouble, dettes, hypotheques, évictions, aliénations, et empéchements générallement 
quelconques, 4 Antoine Rivard, son fils, demeurant avec lui, a ce present, et acceptant pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant 
cause 2 avenir, d’une terre de deux arpents de front, (et plus,) sur quarante de profondeur, sise dans la ditte coté 
et paroisse, prenant par devant au bord de la riviere Detroit, bornée au nord-est i Maurice Moran, et de autre cété, 
au sud-ouest, & Louis Moran, avec une maison, grange, étable, verger, jardin, et toutes les circonstances et dépen- 
dances de la ditte terre, instruments d’agricuiture, meubles de ménage dans Ja ditte maison, ainsy que tous les 
animaux, comme chevaux, boeufs, vaches, cochons, &c., en un mot générallement tout ce qui peut appartenir et 
appartient au dit donateur qui veut et entend que son dit fils Antoine en jouisse dés 4 present sans aucune inter- 
ruption, de la part de ses autres enfans, et pour par lui, ou ses ayant cause, & l’avenir en disposer comme bon lui 
semblera, en vertu des présentes, sans par le dit donateur en rien reserver ni retenir. Cette donation ainsy faitte 
pour recompenser les bons services que son dit fils lui a rendus et continue de lui rendre tous les jours, et en outre 
de par le dit Antoine, de loger, nourir, entretenir de hardes et linge propre son dit pére durant tout le tems qu’il 
plaira 2 Dieu de le laisser vivre, et d’avoir bien soin de luy, tant en santé qu’en maladie, et en cas de maladie de le 
svigner et faire soigner de son mieux, et aprés son décés de le faire inhumer décemment, comme il convient; ce a 
quoy le dit Antoine s’oblige ainsi que de consulter son dit pére dans toutes les affaires qu’il aura ou fera, durant le 
tems qu’il aura bonne connoissance, et de lui obéir et respecter comme un bon fils doit faire; comme le dit donateur 
doit i son dit fils une somme d’argent pour la part qui lui revient de sa defunte mére, et des gages qui lui sont das 
pour deux ans et plus par un engagement fait entre eux, les parties se tiennent quittes reciproquement. Et au 
moyen de tout ce que dessus le dit sieur donateur a de ce moment transporté et transporte & son dit fils Antoine 
tous et tels droits de propriété, fonds, tres fonds, et autres qu’il a et pouvait avoir sur la ditte terre & Jui donnée, 
maison, &c. &c. dont il s’est par ces présentes désaissi et dévétu au profit et en faveur du dit denataire, voulant 
quw’il en soit saisi et mis en bonne possession ainsy qu’il appartiendra en vertu des dittes présentes, comme étant sa 
volonté. Car ainsi, &c. promettant, &c. obligeant, &c. Fait et passé au dit Detroit, le 22 Sepvembre, I’an 1801, et 
ont signé et scellé, aprés lecture faitte des présentes, présence de témoins et de nous dit notaire, qui avons signé et 


apposé notre cachet d’office jour et an susdit. 
JEAN BTE. RIVARD, sa x marque. [1. s.] 
ANTOINE RiVARD. [1 s.] 


Apexis Cerrait, dit Coqumniarp, 

Josepu Beseav, 

Frs. D. Bettecour, Wot. Pub. [1. s.] 

Et le méme jour est comparu par devant moy, Patrick McNiff, écuyer, un des Juges des Plaidoyers Communs 
pour le dit comté, le sieur Jean Rivard et Antoine Rivard son fils, lesquels ont declaré que le présent est leur véri- 
table act lequel ils ont signé et posé leurs cachets voulant que foy y soit ajoutée. 

PATRICK McNIFF, J. C. C. Pleas. 


Derrort, Je 22 Septembre, 1801. 

Postponed for further consideration. 

No. 182. Morice Moran.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Morice Moran to a tract of land, 
‘situate on river Detroit, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, 
page 103, under the date of 22d February, 1806. This tract contains, by estimation, ninety arpents, it being two 
and one-fourth arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, 
northeast by lands claimed by Charles Gouin, southwest by lands clatmed by Antoine Rivard. 

Whereupon, Frangois Rivard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
Jand, and that he have 2 certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 182; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. . 
And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 
Tusspay, June 28, 1808, 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Antoine Rivard, No. 181; and, from the evidence given before them, it 
doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to two arpents and one-eighth of an arpent in front by 
forty arpents in depth of the above described tract of land, and no more, and that he have a certificate thereof, 
which certificate shall be No. 181; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the 
quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 183. Laurenr Grirrarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Laurent Griffard to a tract of 
land, situate on lake St. Clair, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
vol. 1, pege 61, under the date of 8th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, is bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by lands claimed by Jean Ba- 
tiste Vernier, dit Ladouceur, and southwest by lands claimed by Henry St. Bernard. 

Whereupon, Louis Monet was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, twenty years ago, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and has con- 
tinued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 1833 and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 184. Jacques ALLARp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Allard to a tract of Jand 
situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Aupraln, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Lanu Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate above Grosse Pointe, on lake St. Clair, containing, by estimation, about one hundred and twenty 
arpents, it being three arpents in front (wanting one perch) by forty arpents in depth, bounded in front by lake St. 
Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by Baptiste Celoron, on the other side by Louis Griffard. 


For Jacques ALLARD, 
PETER AUDRAIN. 
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This tract contains, by estimation, about one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents (wanting one 
perch) in front by forty in depth, is bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by 
lands clainied by Baptiste Celoron, and on the other side by lands claimed by Louis Griffard. 

Whereupon, Charles Poupard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, several years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and has continued so to this day. | 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 184; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
anda ~ —_— survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Of- 
tice at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

Wenpnespay, June 29, 1808, 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
»P J 


No. 185. IcHasop Leecu.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Ichabod Leech’ to a tract of land, 
situate on the river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 
1, page 50, under the date of 9th January, 1805. 

This tract contains about eight arpents in front, more or less, by eighty in depth, (but not to exceed six hundred 
and forty acres in the whole,) is bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, west by Barney 
Parker, east by Israel Ruland. 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796. one Medard Labadi was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and seemed so until he sold to Jacob Visger, Esq. from whom the claimant has purchased, who has 
since that time possessed or tenanted the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 185; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


_ No. 186. Georce Correratt.—The claim of Colonel George Cotterall to a tract of land, situate on river St. 
Clair, was taken into consideration; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures fol- 
Jowing, to wit: 

To Perer Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derroit, June 29, 1808. 


‘Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the northwest side of river St. Clair, containing ten acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in front 
by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by Jean Baptiste Daunay, and on the other by widow 
Mini. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvement made by me or those from 


whomI derive title. 
GEORGE COTTERALL. 


‘This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred acres, it being ten acres in front by forty in depth, is bounded 
in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by Jean Baptiste Daunay, and 
on the other by lands claimed by widow Mini. 

Whereupon, Capt. Alexander Harrow was —_ forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day. 

Postponed for consideration. 


No. 187. Grorce CorreraLy, Jun., Henry CoTTERaL., JoHN CoTTERALL, JAMES CoTTerALL, Davin Cotrter- 
atL.—The Board took into consideration the claim of George Cotterall, Jun., and of his brothers, Henry, John, 
James, and David, to a tract of land, situate on river St. Clair; and the notice filed this day by George Cotterall, their 

ather, in their behalf, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrorrt, June 29, 1808. 


‘Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit a claim for my sons to a 
tract of land, situate on river St. Clair, containing sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, hounded in front by river 
St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by Pierre Lemay, and on the other side by Jean Baptiste Dau- 
nay. I claim and set up title by virtue of a long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me thereon. 


GEO. COTTERALL, 
For George Cotterall, Jun. Henry Cotterall, John Cottcrall, James Cotterall, and David Cotterall. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, 
pounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by the late Pierre 
Lemay, aud on the other side by lands claimed by Jean Baptiste Daunay. 

Whereupon, Capt. Alexander Harrow was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Col. Geo. Cotterall, father to the claimants, was in 
possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he gave it to the claimants, his children, who have 
possessed and occupied the same to this day. 

In support of the claim, the following deed was exhibited, and is in the words following, to wit: 


Know all men by these presents, that I, George Cotterall, Sen., yeoman, of the river St. Clair, that, for and in 
consideration of the good will, love, and affection which I bear unto George Cotterall, Jun. and brothers, all of the 
said river St. Clair, have given and granted, and by these presents do give and grant, unto the said George Cotterall, 
Jun. and brothers, their heirs and assigns, a certain tract or parcel of land, situate, lying, and being on the north-north- 
west side of the said river St. Clair, bounded northerly by the farm occupied by Pierre Lemay, southerly by the farm 
occupied by Jean Batiste Yax, easterly and in front by the said river, and extending back from thence the distance 
of thirty-five acres, and, in the whole, containing about four hundred and ninety acres; and, also, all and singular the 
appurtenances unto the said tract or parcel of land belonging, or in anywise —* and all the estate, right 
title, interest, claim, property, or demand, whatsoever, of me, the said George Cotterall, Sen. of, in, and to the lan 
and premises, and every part and parcel thereof; to have and to hold the said lands and premises, with all and every 
of their appurtenances, unto the said George Cotterall, Jun. and brothers, their heirs and assigns, for the only proper 
use and behoof of the said George Cotterall, Jun. and brothers, their heirs or assigns. And I, the said George Cotte- 
rall, Sen. for myself, or any other person or persons claiming, or to claim, by, from, or under me, shall warrant and 
defend by virtue of these presents. 

In witness whereof, I have unto these presents set my hand, and affixed my seal, at river St. Clair, this 8th day 


of October, A. D. 1804. 
GEORGE COTTERALL. [z. s.] 


Signed, sealed, and delivered, in presence of 
oBERT H. McNirF, __ 
Jean Batiste Donait, his x mark. 
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Micuican TERRITORY, Ss. 


Personally came and appeared before the undersigned, one of the Judges of the District Court of Huron and De- 
troit, George Cotterall, senior, and acknowledged the above instrument of writing to be his act and deed for the 
urposes therein contained, and that, as such, it nay be recorded. In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
head and seal, at the city of Detroit, this 29th day of June, A. D. 1808. 
JAMES ABBOTT, [t. s.] 


nee . Judge of the District Court of Huron and Detroit. 
This claim is postponed for consideration. 


No. 188. ALEXANDER Harrow.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Captain Alexander Harrow to. 
a tract of land, situate on river St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day with the Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Avuprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: Derroir, June 29, 1808. 
Take notice that 1 enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of land, 
situate on river St. Clair, containing, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being sixteen acres in front by 
forty in depth, bounded in front by the river St. Clair, and in rear by unconceded lands, above by lants claimed by 
‘Toussaint Chovin, and below by lands claimed by James Harrow. I make claim and set up title by virtue of a 
long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
ALEXANDER HARROW. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, 
is bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by Toussaint Chovin, 
and below by lands claimed by James Harrow. ; 

Whereupon, Colonel George Cotterall was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the first July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and has continued so to this day. 

Postponed for consideration. 


No. 189. ALEXANDER Harrow.—The Board took into consideration another claim of Captain Alexander Har- 
row to a tract of land on river St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 

To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, June 29, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on river St. Clair, containing, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being sixteen acres in front 
by forty in depth, bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by John Harrow, 
and on the other side, below, by a creek. I make claim and set up title by virtue of long possession, occupancy, 
and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
ALEXANDER HARROW. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being sixteen acres in front, by forty in depth, 
is bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unlocated Jands, on one side by lands claimed by John Harrow, 
on the other side, below, by a creek. 

Whereupon, Colonel George Cotterall was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, there were no improvements then made on said tract of land, and 
no improvements are now made, but that the claimant has made use of it as a meadow, and has cut his fire wood on 
it before the Ist July 1796, and ever since. 

Postponed for consideration. 


No. 190, ALExANDER Harrow.—The Board took into consideration another claim of Captain Alexander Harrow 
toa tract of land, situate at Point aux Tremblés, on river St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in 
the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, June 29, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on river St. Clair, containing eight acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river St. Clair, 
in rear by unconceded lands, on one side, below, by William Hill, and on the other side, above, by unconceded 
jands. 1 claim and set up title by virtue of a long possession, occupancy, and improvement made by me or those 


from whom I derive title. 
ALEXANDER HARROW. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and twenty acres. it being eight acres in front, by forty in 
depth, is bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side, below, by lands claimed by 
William Hill, above, by unconceded lands. 

Whereupon, Ignace Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the 1st July, 1796, Louis Champagne was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises; that, one year after, he sold toone Pratt, from whom the claimant purchased the same year, and 
has continued possession by renting the premises to this day. 

Postponed for consideration. 


No. 191. Samue. Crisste.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Samuel Cribble to a tract of land> 
situate on river St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, June 29, 1808. 


‘Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit. my claim toa tract of 
land, situate on river St. Clair, containing four acres in front by forty acres in depth, bounded in front by river St. 
Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side, above, by William Thorn, on the other side, below, by James 
Cartright. I claim and set up title by virtue of long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or 


those from whom I derive title. 
SAMUEL CRIBBLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty acres, it being four acres in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, below by lands claimed by James Cartwright, and 
above by lands claimed by William Thorn. : . : : 

Whereupon, Colonel George Cotterall was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Captain Alexander Harrow was in possession 
and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the 
same to this day. 

Postponed for consideration. 
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No. 192. Metprvm and Parx.—The Board took into consideration the claim of George Meldrum. for Meldrum 
and Park, to a tract of land, situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 

Commissioners of Land Office for the Territory of Michigan: 

Please take notice, and enter on your records a farm belonging to Meldrum and Park, bounded on the northeast 
by the river Lassaline.and on the southwest by Meldrum and Park, and in front. by lake St. Clair, and in the rear 
by other lands of the claimants, containing twenty and a half acres in front, by thirty-one acres back. 


For Metprum and Park, 
GEORGE MELDRUM. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and thirty acres, it being twenty and a half acres in front by 
thirty-one acres in depth, is bounded on the northeast by river Lassaline, on the southwest by other lands of the 
claimants, in front by lake St. Clair, and tn rear by other lands of the claimants. 

Whereupon, Antoine Nicholas Petit was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, he, the deponent, was living on the said tract 
of land, asa tenant of the claimants, for and during a little more than a years that one Durocher lived on it for a 
year afters after which time, one Dupré lived on it at least two years and a half, also as a tenant of the claimants. 

Postponed for consideration. 

No. 193. Mrextprum and Parx.—The Board took into consideration another claim of Meldrum and Park toa 
tract of land, situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice filed this day by George Meldrum was read in the words and 


figures following, to wit: 


Commissioners of Land Office for the Territory of Michigan: 

Please take notice and enter on your records a farm belonging to Meldrum and Park, bounded on the southwest 
by the river of Vase, and on the northeast by Meldrum and Park, on the front by lake St. Clair, and on the rear by 
lands of the claimants, containing twenty and a half acres in front, and thirty-one acres back. 

For Metprum and Park, 


GEORGE MELDRUM. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and thirty acres, it being twenty and a half acres in front by 
thirty-one acres in depth, is bounded southwest by the river Aux Vases, northeast by other lands of the claimants, in 
front by lake St. Clair, and in rear by other lands of the claimants. 

Whereupoa, Baptiste Letourneau was brought forward as a witness in behalfof the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, in the year 1795, he, the deponent, was living on the premises, as a tenant of the 
claimants, and remained thereon one years that, on his quitting, one Louis Barret, and one Durocher, came and 
lived on the premises, and remained one year; afterwards, one Francis Beriau lived on the premises more than 
three yearss that one Dupré occupied afterwards two years. 

Postponed for further consideration. 

No. 194. Micner Trempie.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Michel Tremblé to a tract of land 
on river Huron, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 
181, under the date of 22d November, 1805, ; 

This tract contains three acres in front, extending back to the lake about sixteen or twenty acres, bounded in 
front by river Huron, in rear by lake St. Clair. above by lands claimed by Frangois St. Obin, and below by lands 
claimed by Robert Robertjean. 

Whereupon, Michel Duchéne was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that Nicholas Chapoton was in possession and occupancy of the premises previous to the Ist July, 
1796, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 194; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 195. (2d.) Micuen Tremsre.—The Board took into consideration the second claim of Michae! Tremblé to 
another tract of land, situate on the northeast side of river Huron, of lake St. Ciair, which was entered with the 
cormer Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 181, under the date of 22d November, 1805. 

‘his. tract contains six acres in front by forty in depth, is bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by uncon- 
ceded lands. above by Jands claimed by Edward Tuckar, and below by lands claimed by the widow and heirs of 
the late William Tuckar, deceased. ; 

Whereupon, Jean Batiste Comparet was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Henry Tuckar wes in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Christian Clemens, from whom the claimant. has purchased, and 
has possessed and occupied until 1804, when this deponent left river Huron. Michel Duchene, being also sworn, 
deposed and said, that the claimant has been ia constant occupancy of the premises from 1804 to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract. of 
land, and that he have a cerfificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 1953 an: that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, aad a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 196. Tue errs ox Jacos Hinz. deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of William Hill, 
for himself, and for his brothers and sisters, to a tract of land, situate on river St. Clair; and the notice by him filed 
this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 

To Perer Aupratn, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Derrotr, June 29, 1808, 
‘fake notice that [ now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim (for myself. 
my brothers and sisters) to a tract of Jand, situate on river St. Clair, containing six acres in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by George Meldrum, on the other 
side by Joseph Bassinet. claim and set up title by virtue of a lung possession, occupancy, aad improvements made 


by me or those from whem I derive title. 
WILLIAM HILL, his x mark. 


Sir: 


Peter AUDRAIN, witness. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty acres, it being six acres in front by forty in depth, is 
bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by George Meldrum, and 
below by lands claimed by Joseph Bassinet. 

Whereupon, Ignace Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Jacob Hill was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he died; since which time, his children and heirs have possessed and occu- 
pied the same to this day. _ 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, for himself, brothers and sisters, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 1963 and 
that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be 
returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
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No. 197. (2d.) Tae ners or Jacos Hitz, deceased.—The Board took into consideration another claim of 
William Hill, for himself, and for his brothers and sisters, to a tract of land, situate on river St. Clair; and the no- 
tice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, June 29, 1808. 
Take notice that | now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the northwest side of river St. Clair, containing three acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in 
front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by George Meldrum, and on the other side by 
Captain Harrow. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or 


those from whom I derive title. WILLIAM H k 
VILLIA) ILL, his x mark. 


Sir: 


Prerer AUDRAIN, witness. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty acres, it being three acres in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by George Mel- 
drum, and on the other side by lands claimed by Alexander Harrow. | 

Whereupon, [gnace Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Jacob Hill, deceased, was in possession and 
accupancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; since which time, the children and heirs have possessed 
and occupied the same. _— ; : : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 197; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 198. [oxace Cuampacne.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Ignace Champagne to a tract of 
land, situate on river St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words dud figures following, 
to wit: 

To Perer Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, June 29, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on river St. Clair, containing tour arpents in_ front by ferty in depth, bounded in front by river St. 
Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by Pierre Delorme, and on the other side by Francois Chartier. I 
claim and set up title by virtue of a long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom 


[ derive title. 
IGNACE CHAMPAGNE, his X mark. 


PeTeR AUDRAIN, witness. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by Pierre 
Detorme, and on the other side by lands claimed by Francois Charher: whereupon, William Hill was brought for- 
ward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist 
July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 198; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 199. Fraxcors Amprotse TremBie-—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francois Ambroise 
Tremblé to a tract of land, situate on the northwest side of lake St. Clair, which was entered with the former Com- 
missioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 150, under the date of 20th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and forty acres, it being three and a half acres in front by forty 
in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on the upper side by lands claimed by 
Bazile Crequi, and on the lower side by lands claimed by Jean Baptiste Vernier, dit Ladouceur: whereupon, Jean 
Baptiste Vernier, dit Ladouceur, was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Etienne Duchéne was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so for three years afterwards; made a present of the same to his first cousin, Michel Du- 
chene, from whom the claimant has purchased, and occupied the same these seven years past. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 199; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

REUBEN ATTWATER, 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


No. 8. 


Transcript of the minutes of the proceedings of the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, from the 1st to 
the 30th July, inclusively, 1808. 
Fripay, July 1, 1808, 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Samuel Cribble, No. 191, which was postponed for consideration on the 
29th ultimo. ; am ; - ; : 

Whereupon, the claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 

Know all men by these presents, that I, Alexander Harrow, of the river St. Clair, for and in consideration of the 
sum of three hundred dollars, to me in band paid by Samuel Cribble, of said river, the receipt whereof I hereby 
acknowledge, have bargained, alienated, and sold, and by these presents do bargain, alienate, and sell, to the said 
Samuel Cribble, his heirs and assigns, forever, a certain farm or tract of land, of four acres in front by forty acres 
in depth, lying on the northwest side of the above named river St. Clair, and at present occupied by the said Samuel 
Cribble; bounded in front by said river St. Clair, on the northeast by the centre of a creek, and the land of William 
Thorn, on the southwest by the land of James Cartwright, and in the rear by unlocated lands, with all and every 
the improvements on the same: to have and to hold the same, and every part_and parcel thereof, with the appurte- 
nances, from me, my heirs, and executors, to, and in favor of, him, the said Samuel Cribble, his heirs and assigns, 


for their sole use and behoof, forever. - ; . en ; 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, at Detroit, territory of Michigan, this 28th day of 


June, 1808. 
: ALEXANDER HARROW. [z.s.] 


Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
Gerorce CoTreratL, J. Batisre CoMPARET. 
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Micnican ‘TERRITORY, 83. 

Be it remembered, that, on the 29th day of June, A. D: 1808, personally came and appeared before the under- 
signed, one of the Judges of the District,Court of Huron and Detroit, Alexander Harrow, Esquire. the within grantor, 
who acknowledged the same to be his own free act and deed for the purposes therein contained, and desires that 
it may be recorded as such. 

Given under my hand and seal, at Detroit, the day and year as above written. 
JAMES ABBOTT, [t. 7, 
Judge of the District Court of Huron and Detroit. 


And eke wa it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 191; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


_ No. 200, James Harrow.—The Board took into consideration the claim of James Harrow to a tract of land, 
situate on river St. Clair; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrroit, June 30, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit the claim of my son, 
James Harrow, to a tract of land, situate on river St. Clair, containing sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, 
bounded on the northeast by my lands, on the southwest by lands belonging to my son John, in front by river St. 
Clair, and in rear by unconceded lands. I claim for my said son James, and set up title by virtue of a long posses- 
sion, occupancy, and improvements made by me. 

JAMES HARROW. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, 
bounded northeast by lands claimed by Alexander Harrow, southwest by lands claimed by John Harrow, in front 
by river St. Clair, and in rear by unconceded fands. 

Whereupon, Colonel Cotterall was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist J uly, 1796, Captain Alexander Harrow was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he made it over tu the claimant, by a deed of gift here annexed, and has con- 
tinued the possession in behalf of the claimant to this day. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 

Know all men by these presents, that I, Alexander Harrow, of the river St. Clair, for the love and affection which 
I have and bear to my sons, James and John Harrow, of said river St. Clair, have alienated and transferred, and do 
hereby alienate and transfer, and make over, that is, to my said son James, a certain tract or parcel of land, sixteen 
acres in front by forty acres in depth, lying on the northwest side of said river St. Clair, commonly called Petit 
Clatis point, bounded on the northeast by my lands, on the southwest by lands of John Harrow, in front by the said 
river St. Clair, and in rear by unlocated Jands.. And to my said son John, a certain tract or parcel of land, of six- 
teen acres in front by forty acres in depth, lying on the northwest side of said river St. Clair, commonly called Point 
Office, bounded on the northeast by lands of James Harrow, on the southwest by my lands, in front by said river St. 
Clair, and in rear by unlocated lands, with all and every the improvements un the respective premises: to have and 
to hold the same, and every part thereof, with the appurtenances, to the said James and John Harrow, respectively, 
their heirs and assigns, for their sole use and behoof, respectively, forever. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, at Detroit, territory of Michigan, this 28th day of 


June, 1808. 
ALEXANDER HARROW. [1. s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in presence of 
GeorceE CoTreERALL, 
Samve. Crispse. 
Micuican TERRITORY, SS. 


Be it remembered, that, on the 29th day of June, A. D. 1808, personally came and appeared before the under- 
signed, one of the Judges of the District Court of Huron and Detroit, Alexander Harrow, Esquire, the within donor. 
who acknowledged the same to be his voluntary act and deed for the purposes therein contained, and desires that 
it may be received as such. 

Given under my hand and seal, at Detroit, the day, month, and year, as above written. __ 
JAMES ABBOTT, 
Judge of the District Court of Huron and Detroit. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 200; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed. and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 201. Joun Haxrow.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Harrow to a tract of land, situate 
on river St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Aupratn, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrort, June 30, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit the claim of my son. 
John Harrow, toa tract of land, situate on river St. Clair, containing sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, bounded 
on the northeast by lands belonging to my son James, southwest by my lands, in front by river St. Clair, and in 
rear by unlocated lands. I claim for my said son John, and set up title by virtue of a long possession, occupancy. 


and improvements made by me. 
ALEXANDER HARROW. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, 
bounded on the northeast by lands claimed by James Harrow, southwest by lands claimed by Alexander Harrow, 
in front by river St. Clair, and in rear by unconceded lands. — ; ; 

Whereupon, Colonel Cotterall was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Alexander Harrow was in possession of the premises until he 
made it over to the claimant by a deed of gift, (as above) and that Captain Harrow kept possession for the claimant 
to this day. The deponent further says, that there are no improvements made on the premises, no fences 
erected, and no land cultivated; and that Captain Harrow has always used the premises as meadow land, and has 
supplied himself with wild hay out of it: and that no persons cut hay thereon, without the permission of Captain 
Harrow. Postponed for consideration. 5 


No. 202. Pierre Mini.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Mini toa tract of land, situate ou 
river St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 
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To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office, at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrorr, July 1, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detrsit my claim to a tract of 
jand, situate on river St. Clair, containing six arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by said river St. 
Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, above by Joseph Bassinet, and below by Francois Chartier. I claim and set 
up title by virtue of a long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 


PIERRE MINI, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AupRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being six arpents in front by forty in depth, 
pounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by Joseph Bassinet, and 
below by lands claimed by Francois Chartier. 

Whereupon, Colonel Cotterall was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, more than twenty years age, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued in possession to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 202; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 203. (2d.) Prerre Mint.—The Board took into consideration another claim of Pierre Mini, to a tract of 
land, situate on river St. Clairs‘and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, 
to wit: 

To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sm: Derroir, July 1, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of 
iand, situate on the river St. Clair, containing six arpents in front by forty in —_— bounded in front by said 
river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, above by Francois Chartier, and below by unconceded se & I 
claim and_set up title by virtue of a long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from 


whom I derive title. 
PIERRE MINI, his x mark. 
Witness, Perer AuDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being six arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by Francois 
Chartier, and below by unconceded lands. Whereupon, Antoine Nicholas Petit was brought forward as a wit- 
ness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the 
claimant was in possession, and cultivated the premises, and has continued so to this day. And thereupon it doth 
appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, and that he have a 
certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 203; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the 
survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 204. Ture wipow AND HEIRS oF ANTOINE Mini, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim 
of the widow and heirs of the late Antoine Mini, deceased, to a tract of land, situate on river St. Clair, which was 
entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 19, under the date of 5th 
November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and twenty-five acres, it being six and a half acres in front by 
fifty in depth, bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by Colonel 
George Cotterall, and below by lands claimed by Francois Fontenoy. 

Whereupon, Antoine Nicholas Petit was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, twenty years ago at least, the late Antoine Mini, deceased, was in possession and 
occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he died since which time, his widow and heirs have occupied the 
same to this day. And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above 
described tract of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 204; and that he cause 
the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the 
Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 205. Jean BarrisreE Bourpgeaux.—The Bvard took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Bourdeaux 
to a tract of land, situate on the south side of river Aux Sables, which was entered with the former Commissioners 
of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 336, under the date of the 30th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, seventy-five acres, it being three acres in front by twenty-five in depth, 
bounded in front by the river Aux Sables, in rear by river Raisins farms, east by lands claimed by the heirs of 
Pierre Solo, and west by lands claimed by the heirs of Louis Gaillard. Whereupon, Joseph Bourdeaux was 
brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to 
the Ist July, 1796, Antoine Gaillard was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he 
sold to the claimant, who has possessed al eccmiel the same to this day. And thereupon it doth appear to the 
commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, 
which certificate shall be No. 205; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the 
quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

Saturpay, July 2, 1808. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of Col. George Cotterall, (No. 186) which was postponed for consideration 
on the 29th June last. And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners, from the entry made with the former 
Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 55, under the date of the 6th November, 1805, and 
from the testimony adduced, that the claimant is entitled to three hundred acres, that is to say, ten acres in front 
by thirty in depth, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 186; and that he cause the 
same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the 
Register of the Land Office at Detroit. aA ; 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Col. George Cotterall, in behalf of his children, (No. 187) which was post- 
poned for consideration on the 29th June last. And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners, from the entr 
made with the former Cominissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 55, under the date of the 6t 
November, 1805, and from the testimony adduced, that the claimants are entitled to four hundred and twenty acres, 
that is to say, fourteen acres in front by thirty acres in depth, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certi- 
ficate shall be No. 187; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of 
land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

‘The Board reconsidered the claim of Captain Alexander Harrow, (No. 188) which was postponed for consider- 
ation on the 29th June last. And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the 
above described tract of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 188; and that he 
cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned 
to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
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The Board reconsidered the claim of Captain Alexander Harrow, (No. 189) which was postponed for considera - 
tion on the 29th June last. And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to 
the above described tract of land; therefore, that his claim thereto be rejected. 

No. 206. Anroine Nicuoras Petry.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Antoine Nicholas Petit 
to a tract of land, situate on river St. Clair; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, 


to wit: . 
To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Derrorr, July 1, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on river St. Clair, containing about seven arpents, or one thousand two hundred and sixty feet, roya! 
measure of Paris, in front, more or less, and thirty arpents in depth, bounded in front by said river St. Clair, on the 
north by a lot of land appertaining to the widow Mini, on the south by the farm of James Robertson, and in rear by 
unconceded lands. I claim and set up title by virtue of a long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by 


me or those from whoin I derive title. E ae 
ANTOINE NICHOLAS PETIT, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AuDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and ten arpents, it being seven arpents in front by thirty tn 


depth, is bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, north by lands claimed by the widow 
Mini, and south by lands claimed by James Robertson. 

Whereupon, Joseph Mini was bronght forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, previous to the Ist July. 1796, Antoine Mini was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and continued so until he sold to Robert Mc Niff, who sod to Joseph Rowe, from whom the claimant purchased, and 
that the premises have been in constant cultivation to thisday. ‘The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the 
following deed, to wit: 

Know all men by these presents, that I, Robert H. McNuf, of the river St. Clair, for and in consideration oi 
the sum of fifty pounds, New York currency, to me in hand paid at and before the signing, sealing, and delivery of 
these presents, hath granted, bargained, and sold, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, and sell, unto Joseph 
Rowe, his heirs and essigns, for ever, a certain lot of land, containing about seven arpents, or one thousand two 
hundred and sixty feet, royal measure of Paris, in front, more or less, bounded in front by the said river St. Clate, 
on the north by a lot of land appertaining to the widow Mini, on the south by the farm of James Robertson, and in 
the rear by unconceded lands, extending along the western side of the meadows, with all the appurtenances thereunto 
belonging; and the said McNif doth hereby relingnish and make over to the said Jeseph Rowe, his heirs and as- 
signs, all the right, title, claim, interest, or demand, of the lot of land, without the least suit, trouble, or molesta- 
tion, from the said McNifi, or any person claiming, or to claim, by, from, or under him, the said McNiff claiming 
the piece of ground that is under fence at present, until the latter end of August next, for the purpose of reaping 
the produce of what grain is sowed within the said enclosure, and the spring grain that the said McNiff is to sow 


thereon. in testimony whereof, I have unto these presents set my hand and seal, at the river St. Clair, this 10th 


day of February, A. D. 1807. ; 
ROBERT H. McNIFF. [1. s.] 
Witness present, Georce CoTreraL.t. 
Personally appeared before me the above Robert H. McNiff, and acknowledged the same to be his free act and 


deed. 
GEORGE COTTERALL, Justice of Peace. 


I, Joseph Rowe, do hereby relinquish all my interest and claim of the within mentioned lot of land unto Antoine 
Nicholas Petit, his heirs or assigns, and the said Nicholas is to hold the same free and unmolested from me or any 


person claiming from, by, or under me. ar 
{In witness whereof, he ;hath hereunto set his hand, and affixed his seal, this 26th day of October, 1807, at river 


Huron. 
- JOSEPH ROWE. [t1. s.] 
Witness present, Lovis Camprav. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of Jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shail be No. 206; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 207. Lavrenr Mavure.—The Board iook into consideration the claim of Laurent Maure to a tract of land, 
situate on river Huron; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
iia Detrorr, June 25, 1808, 
Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on the 
south side of the river Huron, that empties in lake St. Clair, containing, by estimation, four hundred arpents, it 
being four arpents in front by about fifty in depth, bouuded in front by said river, above by lands claimed by Joseph 
Robert, below by lands claimed by Joseph Campeanu, and in rear by lake St. Clair. I claim title by virtue of pos- 
session, occupancy, and improvements made by me in 1792, and continued so to this day. 
LAURENT MAUREB, his x mark. 


Witness, James ABBOTT. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred arpents, it being four arpents in front by fifty in depth, boun- 
ded in front by river Huron, in rear by lake St. Clair, above by lands claimed by Joseph Robert, and below by lands 
claimed by Joseph Campeau. ; ; 

Whereupon, Antoine Nicholas Petit was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and has continued so to this day. ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
Jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No, 207; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 208. Ricuarp Patrrixson.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Richard Pattinson, as grantee 
of John Askin, Jun. to a tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, which was entered by the said John 
Askin, Jun. with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 229, under the date of 
November 26, 1805, 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred acyes, it being three acres in front by one hundred in depth, 
bounded west by lands claimed by Antoine Robert, east by lands claimed by Jean Batiste Cicot, in front by river 
Raisins, and in rear by unconceded lands. 

Whereupon, Col. John Anderson was brought forward a3 a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, one Batiste Drouillard was in possessien and occu- 
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pancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to John Askin, Jun. who possessed and tenanted the same until 
he sold to the. claimant, who has possessed or tenanted the premises to this day. ‘The claimant, in support of his 
claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 

Know all men by these presents that 1, John, Askin, Jun. of the town of Amherstburg, Esquire, in the county of 
Essex, in the western district and province of Upper Canada, for and in consideration of the sum of twenty pounds, 
province currency, to me in hand paid at and before the sealing and delivery of these presents, by Richard Pattin- 
son, of the town of Sandwich, in the county, district, and province aforesaid, Esquire, the receipt and payment 
whereof 1 do hereby acknowledge, and thereof doth acquit and. discharge the said Richard Pattinson, his heirs. exe- 
cutors, and administrators, and assigns, by these presents, hath bargained, sold, remised, released, aliened, and quit 
claimed, and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell, remise, release, alien, and quit claim, unto the said Richard 
Pattinson, his heirs and assigns, forever, all that certain parcel, or tract of land, situate and lying on the south side of 
the river Raisins, in the Michigan territory in the United States of America, containing three arpents, more or less, in 
front, by one hundred arpents, more or less, in rear, bounded as follows, that is to say, in front by said river, west- 
erly by Antoine Robert, easterly by Baptiste Cicot, and in rear by unlocated lands, together with all and singular 
the appurtenances and privileges thereunto belonging, or in anywise appertaining; and the reversion and reversions, 
remainder and remainders, rents, issues and profits thereof, and all the estate, right, title, interest, claim, or demand, 
* whatsoever, of me, the said John Askin, Jun. of, in, and to the aforementioned premises, with the appurtenances there- 
unto belonging, or in anywise appertaining: to have and to hold the said parcel or tract of land, afore described, to 
the said Richard Pattinson, his heirs and assigns, to the sole and only proper use, benefit, and behoof of the said 
Richard Pattinson, his heirs and assigns, forever. And I, the said John Askin, Jr. for myself, my heirs, executors, 
and administrators, do covenant, grant, promise, and agree, to and with the said Richard Pattinson, his heirs and 
assigns, the aforementioned premises, in the quiet and peaceable possession of the said Richard Pattinson, his heirs, 
and assigns, against all and every person or persons, lawfully, or equitably claiming, or to claim, the whole or: any 
part thereof, by, "from, or under me, the said John Askin, Jun. my heirs or assigns, or any or either of them, shall 


and will warrant, and forever defend by these presents. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto to these presents set my hand, and affixed my seal, at Amherstburg, this 


25th day of May, A. D. 1807. JOHN ASKIN. J [ _ 
: N, Jun. {L. s.] 


Signed and sealed in the presence of 
KE. Brusu, 


J. WHiIppLe. 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 208; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, jand a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein cuntained, to be returned to the Register of the: 


Land Office at Detroit. : 

No. 209. Ricuarp Patrinson, grantee of John Askin, Jr.—The Board took into consideration another claim 
of Richard Pattinson, as grantee of John Askin, Jr. to a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which 
was entered, by the said John Askin, Jr. with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, 
page 229, under date of 26th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty acres, it being four acres in front_by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by Frangois Montour, 
and on the other side by lands claimed by Amable Bellain. 

Whereupon, Colonel John Anderson was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Joseph Carrier was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until 1802, when he sold it fo John Askin, Jr. who possessed aud tenanted ‘the 
same until he sold to the claimant, who has tenanted the premises to this day. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 

Know all men by these presents, that I, John Askin, Jr. of the town of Amherstburg, in the county of Essex, in 
the western district and province of Upper Canada, Esquire, for and in consideration of the sum of twenty pounds, 
province currency, to me in hand paid at and before the sealing and delivery of these presents, by Richard Pattin- 
son, of the town of Sandwich, in the county, district, and province aforesaid, Esquire, the receipt and payment 
whereof [ do hereby acknowledge, and thereof doth acquit and discharge the said Richard Pattinson, his heirs, exe- 
cutors, administrators, and assigns, by these presents hath granted, bargained, sold, remised, released, aliened, and 
confirmed, and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell, remise, release, alien, and confirm, unto the said Richard 
Pattinson, in his actual possession now being, and to his heirs and assigns forever, all that certain parcel or tract of 
!and, situate, lying, and being on the north side of the river Raisins, in the Michigan territory, in the United States 
of America, with all houses and outhouses thereon erected, containing four acres in front by forty in depth, more or 
less, bounded as follows, that is to say: in front by said river Raisins, on the southeast side by Amable Bellain, on 
the northwest side by Francois Menard, and in rear by unlocated lands; together with all and singular the appurte- 
nances and privileges thereunto belonging, or in anywise appertaining, and the reversion and reversions, remainder 
and remainders, rents, issues, and profits thereof, and all the estate, right, title, interest, claim, or demand, whatso- 
ever, of me, the said John Askin, Jr. either in law or equity, of, in, and to the aforementioned bargained premises, 
with the appurtenances: to have and to hold the said premises afore particularly mentioned and described, to the 
said Richard Pattinson, his heirs and assigns, forever, to the sole and only proper use, benefit, and behoof of the said 
Richard Pattinson, his heirs and assigns, forever. And I, the said John Askin, Jr. for myself, my heirs, executors, 
and administrators, do, covenant, promise, grant, and agree, to and with the said Richard Pattinson, his heirs and 
assigns, the aforementioned premises, in the quiet and peaceable possession of the said Richard Pattinson, his heirs 
and assigns, against all and every person or persons lawfully or equitably claiming or to claim the whole or any part 
thereof, by, from, or under me, the said John Askin, Jr. my heirs or assigns, or any or either of them, shall and will 


warrant and forever defend by these presents. 
{vu witness whereof, I have hereunto to these presents set my hand, and affixed my seal, at Amherstburg, this 25th 


day of May, A. D. 1807. 
5‘ JOHN ASKIN, Jr. (1. s.] 


Signed and sealed in the presence of 
E. Brusu, 
J. Wuipp.r. 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 209; and that he cause the same tv be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 210. James McGiit.—The Board took into consideration the claim (No. 7) of James McGill to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office 
at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 135, under the date of November 19, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in 
front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, on the east by lands claimed by William Robb and brothers, and 
west by lands claimed by Pierre Traversis. : : 

Whereupon, Colonel John Anderson was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Israel Ruland was living on the premises as a tenant 

of John Askin, from whom the claimant has purchased, and that, from-that time to this day, the premises have been 


constantly occupied by tenants under John Askin or the claimant. 
47 p 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 210; and that he cause the same tobe sure 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at. Detroit. : ’ 

And then the Board adjourned to Tuesday next, at nine o’cleck.in the forenoon. 

Tuespay, July 5, 1808. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 211. JonATHAN ScHIEFFELIN.— The Board took into consideration the claim of Jonathan Schieffelin to another 
tract of land, situate on river Ecorces, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at De- 
troit. in vol. 1, page 163, under the date of 21st November, 1805, containing, by estimation, acres, is bounded 
southwesterly by other lands of the claimant, northerly by river Aux Ecorces, in front by river Detroit, in rear by 
the south fork of the river Ecorces 

Whereupon, Thomas Smith, Esq was brought forward in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed 
and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, he, the deponent, was in possession of the premises, by tenanting the 
same to ene Pierre Michel, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has tenanted the same to the same 
Pierre Michel to this day. 

Postponed for consideration. 

No. 212. JonaTHan ScuiEFFELIN.—The Board took into consideration another claim of Jonathan Schieffelin to 
a tract of land situate on the northerly side of river Ecorces, which was entered with the former Commissioners of 
the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 163, under the date of 21st November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, about eighty acres, bounded southerly by river Ecorces, northerly by lands 
claimed by Antoine Baron, in front by river Detroit, and in rear by the north fork of river Ecorces. 

Whereupon, Thomas Smith, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to-the Ist July, 1796, one Ignace Tuot, dit Duval, cultivated the premises as 
a tenant of this deponent; afterwards, René Lebeau tenanted the premises, until he sold to the claimant, who has 
tenanted the same until this day, by renting the same to Antoine Baron. Postponed for consideration. 


No. 213. Nicnotas Cuapoton.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Nicholas Chapoton to a tract of 
land, situate at L’ance creuse, on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed with the Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit was read in the words following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Jegister of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Dernxorr, June 13, 1808. 


Please take notice that I, Nicholas Chapoton, now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at De- 
troit the following tract of land, situate, lying, and being at L’ance creuse, upon lake St. Clair, in the district of 
Detroit, containing, by estimation, one hundred and sixty acres, it being in front four acres, and in depth furty acres, 
and bounded in front upon lake St. Clair, on one side by lands claimed by Phillis Peltier, and on the other side by 
lands in possession of J. B. Nantay, in rear by uncultivated lands. I make claim and set up title by virtue of pur- 
chase, possession, occupancy, and improvements, by myself, and others for me. 


For NicuoLas CHaproron, 


SOL. SIBLEY, Afttorney. 





This tract contains, by estimation,* one hundred and sixty acres, it being four arpents in front by forty in depth, 
is bounded in front by Jake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by Phillis Peltier. 
and on the other side by lands claimed by Jean Batiste Nantay. 

Whereupon, the six following witnesses, who had been regularly subpoenaed by the claimant, appeared in behalf 
of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, to wit: 

Jean Baptiste Nantay deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant cut a stack of hay on 
the premises, and erected a fence round it, but cultivated no part of the land, and made no improvements; that 
Phillis Peltier had built two houses, one of which has been burnt. 

Jean Marsac, dit Punacha, deposed and said, that the claimant once cuta stack of hay, but had made no improve- 
menis; that Phillis Peltier had built a house on the said tract, about two and a half arpents this side of the bridge, 
and that the said Peltier has under cultivation between seven or eight arpents in breadth; that the improvements of 
the said Peltier on the lower end of the farm have been made, as the deponent believes, since the Americans took 
possession of this country; the deponent further saith that the Indian Chiefs gave him in charge not to suffer any per- 
sons to settle or intrude on those lands, as they had given them to their friends, Peltier and Chapoton. 

Michel Comparet deposed and said, that Phillis Peltier built a house two and half arpents this side of the bridge; 
that Chapoton has mowed hay on the premises; that the Indians had told him that that part of the tract joining the land 
claimed by Jean Baptiste Nantay was for Chapoton; that Peltier mowed hay in July, and Chapoton mowed by the 
latter end of August, but had made no improvements. 

Pierre Lanoue, dit Leblanc, deposed and said, that about six years ago, Peltier called on him, (the deponent,) 
and requested him to heip him to measure four arpents and two perches of land for Robert ‘Thomas, now claimed 
by Jean Baptiste Nantay; and that next to this land upwards, Peltier measured four arpents and two perches more 
for himself. At that time no improvements were made on those four arpents and two perches. 

Jean Baptiste Chapoton deposed and said, that in August, 1795, the claimant mowed hay on the premises, and that 
in February following he, the deponent, helped the claimant to take away said hay; and that five or six days after 
he went again with the claimant to take away the remainder of the hay, and that at that time he helped the claimant 
to cut small round logs to build a house on the premises. ‘That Peltier then made use of one side of the tract, and 
Chapoton of the other; that no improvements were then made, nor any made, to this day; that this tract is under cul- 
tivation by Peltier for these five or six years past. 

Louis Chapoton deposed and said, that he has heard Phillis Peltier say that the Indians had given that tract of 
land in question to him and Nicholas Chapoton. 

Benoist Chapoton deposed and said, that, above four years ago, Phillis Peltier told him that he would go and show 
him the land of the claimants that when they were arrived he showed him the tract of land now claimed by Jean 
Baptiste Nantay, and has very lately told him that he would prove it upon oath. The deponent further saith, that 
Phillis Peltier told him that there were about twelve arpents in the whole, and that, as the Indian deed for himself 
and for Chapoton mentioned only eight arpents, he had given his brother the four arpents first improved. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following Indian deed, to wit: 

Les principaux des sauteurs, Vouistanance et Nanguy, et les jeunes gens soussignés, de notre marque ordinaire, 
reconnoissons et certifions avoir de notre bon gré et propre volonté et consenti avoir donner au Sieur Colet Cha- 
poton une terre de quatre arpents de front sur quarante de profondeur, tenant d’un coté a J. B. Nantay, et de l’autre 
coté & Filis Peltier, et ce pour en jouir et disposer lui et ses hoirs, ayant cause, comme bon lui semblera. 


Fait au Detroit, le 8 May, 1795. ; 
VOUISTANANCE. x 


NANGUY. x 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the above described tract of 
land; therefore, that his claim thereto be rejected. 


No. 214. Goprroy axp Beaveranp.—The Board took into consideration the claim (No. 14) of Godfroy and Beau- 
grand to a tract of Jand, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the Commissioners ot 
the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 295, under the date of 29th November, 1805. 


* See the contradictions in this report. 
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This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents,-it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by Joseph Lenfant, Senior, and below 
py lands claimed by J. Baptiste Jeraume. ; 

Whereupon, Medard Labadi was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Joseph Lenfant, Junior, was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Godfrey and Beaugrand, who have possessed and occupied the 
same to this day. _ . 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shail be No. 214; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. : 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Captain Alexander Harrow, (No. 190,) which was postponed for considera - 
tion the 28th June last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 190; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 
be Board reconsidered the claim of John Harrow, (No. 201,) which was postponed for consideration, on the 28th 
June jast. : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the above described tract 
of lands therefore, that his claim thereto be rejected. : ; 

And then the Board adjourned till to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

: Wepnespay, July 6, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 215. Jacques Cicor anp Francis Cicor.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Cicot and 
Francois Cicot toa tract of land, situate on river Rouges and the notice by them filed this day was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 

To Peter Aupratn, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit the claim of my two 
sons, Jacques and Frangois Cicot, to a tract of land, situate on the north side of the river Rouge, containing about 
twenty arpents in front by fifteen in depth, bounded in front by river Rouge, in rear by John Askin’s lands, on one 
side by the Northwest Company’s land, and on the other side by a ravine near Weaver’s barn. 1 claim and set up 
title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me for them. 


For Jacques and Francois Cicor, 


JEAN BAPTISTE CICOT. 


This tract contains, by estimation, about three hundred arpents, it being about twenty arpents in front by fifteen 
in depth, bounded in front by river Rouge, in rear by lands claimed by John Askin, above by lands claimed by the 
Northwest Company,.and below by a ravine near Joseph Weaver’s barn. : 

Whereupon, James Peltier, Senior, and Jean Baptiste Sanscrainte, were brought forward as witnesses in behalf 
of the claimants, who were duly sworn. 

James Peltier deposed and said, that, sixteen or seventeen years ago, the father of the claimants was in possession 
and occupancy of the said tract of lands that a house and a shed were built thereon; some enclosures were made, 
and some land was cultivated; that since that time the father of the claimants has always kept possession, and con- 
tinued to cultivate, and to increase the cultivation to this day. 

Jean Baptiste Sanscrainte deposed and said, that there may be seven or eight arpents in cultivation, and he cor- 
roborates the testimony of Peltier in full. Postponed for consideration. 

The Board took into consideration the claim of James Baby, Esquire, to three tracts of land, two of which are 
situate on the fork of river Rouge, commonly called and kyown by the name of Arbres Matachés, and the other 
situate on river Rouge. And the notice by him filed this day was-read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Territory oF Micuican, District of Huron and Detroit: 


To the Register of the United States’? Land Office, in the District and Territory aforesaid. 
Sir: Detroit, July 6, 1808. 


You are hereby notified that, pursuant toan act of the Congress of the United States, passed on the 25th day of 
April, 1808, | make entry and claim in your office of the following tracts of land in the district aforesaid, to wit: 
Ist. One tract of land situate on the eastern fork of river Rouge, called les Arbres Matachés, of ten acres in 
frontand rear by sixty in depth, bounded in front by the said fork of the said river Rouge, on the west by lands elaimed 
by Pierre Dumay, on the east by lands claimed by Ambroise Riopel, and in rear by unconceded lands. 
2d. One other tract of land on the same fork of the river Rouge, of six acres in front and rear by sixty in depth, 
bounded on the east side by the heirs of Jacob Dicks, deceased, on the west by Ambroise Riopel, in rear by un- 
conceded lands. eal 
3d. Also one other tract of land on the east side of the river Rouge, and lying in a bend of the said river, 
between a lot owned by the Northwest Company, and the lands of James McGill, bounded on the upper side b said 
lot, and on the lower side, by the lands of James Mc Gill, being, by estimation, about three hundred acres. 
All which said tracts of land I claim by virtue of a long and uninterrupted occupancy, possession, and improve- 
ments in myself, or those who of right held under me. 
JAMES BABY. 


No. 216. James Basy, Esq.—The Board.took into consideration the first tract, containing, by estimation, six 
hundred acres, it being ten acres in front by sixty in depth, bounded on one side, below, by lands claimed by Pierre 
Dumay, and, on the other side, above, by lands claimed by Ambroise Riopel, in front by the fork of Arbres Ma- 
tachés, and in rear by unconceded lands. : 

Whereupon, Peter Traxler was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, about eighteen years ago, he, the deponent, rented this tract of land from the claimant, and 
paid him forty bushels of wheat a year; that he remained on that farm two years, and afterwards Godfrey Corbus 
rented it; that, after this time, he, the deponent, went and lived on the tract now claimed by Steinbeck and Cherbo- 
neau, which is the second tract in the claimant’s notice. 

Postponed for further consideration. 


No. 217. James Basy, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the second tract, containing, by estimation, 
three hundred and sixty acres, it being six acres in front by sixty in depth, bounded in front by the said fork of 
river Rouge, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side, below, by lands claimed by Ambroise Riopel, and on the other 
side, above, by lands claimed by the widow and heirs of the late Jacob Dicks, deceased. Whereupon, the same 
witness, Pierre Traxler, being sworn, deposed and said, that, about fifteen years ago, he, the deponent, rented the 
said tract from John Messmore, lived on it, and cultivated it for two years; that, in the fall of the first year, John 
Messmore told him, the deponent, that he must pay half of the first year’s rent to Mr. Baby, and the other half to 
him, the said Messmore, and the deponent did so; and that the whole of the second year’s rent was to be paid to 
Mr. Baby, as he, Messmore, had given up the farm to Mr. Baby, from whom he had purchased it. The depo- 
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nent further says, that, after he left this tract, Godfrey Corbus came in possession of it by renting it from Mr. 
Baby, and that, to the best of his belief, Godfrey Corbus continued on said tract for two years. 
Postponed for further evidence. 

No. 218. James Basy, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the third claim, containing about three hun- 
dred acres, situate on the east side of river Rouge, and lying in a bend of the said river, between a tract of land 
claimed by the Northwest Company, and lands claimed by James McGill, bounded on the upper side by the lands 
claimed by. the said Northwest Company, and on the lower side by lands claimed by James McGill, in front by the 
river Rouge, and in rear by lands claimed by 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 





Tuurspay, July 7, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, ad- 
journed to to-morrow, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Fripay, July 8, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. ; a ; 
fhe Board took into consideration two claims of Pierre Griffard to two tracts of land in the district of Detroit: 
and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


: To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrorr, July 2, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on the 
river Detroit, containing, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty 
in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unlocated lands, on the east-northeast by lands claimed by 
Louis Griffard, and on the west-southwest by lands claimed by Pierre Laderoute. I claim title to this land by vir- 
tue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me in 1792, and continued to this day. Another tract of 
land, situate, lying, and being on the north side of lake St. Clair. containing, by estimation, one hundred and sixty 
arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by said lake, in rear by unlocated_lands, 
on the northeast by lands claimed by Joseph Griffard, and on the southwest by lands claimed by Batiste N. Pe- 
tit. I claim title also to this tract of land by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me in 


1792, and continued to this day. nnn auterein 


No. 219. Prerre Grirrarp.—The Board took into consideration the first claim to a tract, containing, by esti- 
mation, one hundred and twenty arpents,‘it being three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by 
river Detroit, in rear by unlocated lands, east-northeast by lands claimed by Louis Griffard, and west-southwest 
by lands claimed by Pierre Laderoute: whereupon, Jean Batiste Nantay was brought forward asa witness in behalf 
of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in 
possession and occupancy of the premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 219; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 220. Pierre Grirrarp.—The Board took into consideration the second tract, containing, by estimation, 
one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, 
in rear by unlocated lands, on the northeast by lands claimed by Joseph Griffard, and on the southwest by Jands 
claimed by Batiste N. Petit. 

Whereupon, Jean Batiste Nantay was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and cultivated the 
premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract oi 
iand, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 220; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 221. Istpore Moratn.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Isidore Morain to a tract of land, 
situate on Jake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 
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To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, July 8, 1808. 


Please to take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being or 
the north side of lake St. Clair, containing, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents 
in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by said lake, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the northeast side by 
lands claimed by Michel Duchesne, and on the southwest by lands claimed by Batiste Ambroise Tremblé. | 
claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements niade by me previous to the year 1796, and con- 


tinued to this day. ee 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, northeast by lands claimed by Michel Du- 
chesue, and southwest by lands claimed by Batiste Ambroise ‘Tremblé. 

Whereupon, Pierre Griifard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, about thirteen years ago, that is to say, in 1795, the claimant took possession of the premises, 
built a house, and cleared some lands that, in 1796, the claimant being absent, one Pierre Champagne took posses- 
sion of the house and premises, and, contrary to the claimant’s prohibition, remained on the land about one year: 
that, after Champagne had left the premises, one Goulet lived on it; that, at his death, his widow sold the same to 
one Batiste Aloire, dit Lapierre, who is now said to be in possession. Postponed for further consideration. + 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

Saturpay, July 9, 1808. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 222. Antoine Rewrav.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Antoine Reneau to a tract of 
land, situate at the Pointe Guinolet: and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

Sir: Detroit, July 2, 1808. 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit. my claim to a tract of 
land, situate at the Pointe Guinolet, on lake St. Clair, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded 
in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands,.above by Joseph Campeau, and below by Pierre Tremblé. 
I claim by virtue of a long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 

ANTOINE RENEAU, his x mark. 
Witness, Peter AupRAIN. 
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This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 


depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by Joseph Campeat, 
and below by Jands claimed by Pierre Tremblé. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the two following deeds, to wit: 

Know all men by these presents, that I, William Forsyth, for and in consideration of the sum of one hundred 
dollars, lawful money of the United States, to me in hand well and truly paid by Antoine Reneau, the receipt 
whereof I do hereby acknowledge, and myself therewith am truly satisfied, contented, and paid, have given, grant- 
ed, bargained, and sold, and by these presents do freely, fully, and absolutely give, grant, bed ng and sell, alien, 
release, convey, and contirm, unto the said Antoine Reneau, his heirs and assigns, forever, a certain piece or parce! 
of land, situate, lying, and being on lake St. Clair, in the territory ae of two arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by the said lake St. Clair, on the northeast side by Etienne Duchene, on the southwest by 
Pierre Laderoute, and in rear by unlocated land; together with all and singular the appurtenances and privileges to 
the same belonging, or in anywise appertaining: to have and to hold the said granted and bargained premises, with 
the appurtenances, unto him, the said Antoine Reneau, his heirs and assigns, forever, to his and their own proper 
use, benefit, and behalf, forever. And I, the said William Forsyth, do hereby engage to warrant and secure the said 
demised and bargained premises unto him, the said Antoine Reneau, his heirs and assigns, forever, against myself, 
my heirs and assigns, and against all and every persons claiming from, by, or under me, or them, or any of them. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my seal, at Detroit, in the territory aforesaid, this 


’ third day of May, A. D. 1806. 
R WM. FORSYTH. [1. s.] 


Signed, sealed, and delivered, in presence of 
Hucu R. Martin, 
E. Brusn. 


Micuican Territory, District of Detroit, ss: 
Personally came and appeared before me, a justice of the peace in district aforesaid, William Forsyth, who 
declared the above to be his act and deed, and for the purpose therein contained. Given under my hand and seal, 


at Detroit, this 3d day of May, A. D. 1806. 
JAMES ABBOTT, J. P. D. D. [1 s.] 


Be it known to all to whom these presents shall come, or may in anywise concern, that I, Jacques Allard, of the 
district of Detroit, within the territory of Michigan, for and in consideration of one hundred and twelve dollars and 
fifty cents, good and lawful money of the United States, in hand paid by Antoine Reneau, the receipt whereof I do 
hereby acknowledge, and him, the said Antoine, forever release, acquit, exonerate, and discharge, do by these pre- 
sents give, grant, bargain, alien, sell, and convey to Antoine Reneau, of the aforesaid district and territory, his heirs 
and assigns, one certain parcel of ground, lying, being, and situated near la Pointe au Guinolet, fronting on lake St. 
Clair, having and containing one arpent (or acre) in front, and forty arpents (or acres) in depth, and bounded on 
the northeast by a parcel of ground now the property of Joseph Campeau, of the cété nord-est, and on the southwest 
by a farm or parcel of ground, the property of Antoine Reneau: to have and to hold the said parcel of ground, 
together with all the privileges and appurtenances thereto belonging, and all and singular other the premises hereby 
granted, or intended so to be, to the aforesaid Antoine Reneau, his heirs and assigns, forever. And I do covenant both 
for myself, my heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, with the said Antoine Reneau, his heirs and assigns, 
that I will warrant and defend the same to the said Antoine Reneau, his heirs and assigns, forever, against the lawful 
claims and demands of all persons, with the exception of the Government of the United States. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my seal, after having the contents of this instru- 
ment of writing fully explained in the French language by Joseph Watson, conveyancer, this 9th day of July, 


1808, 
JACQUES ALLARD, Fils, his x mark. [1. s.] 


Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
Joun BuRBANK, 
Joun MeEem. 


Criry or Derrort, July 9, 1808. 


Territory or Micnican, District of Detroit, ss: 

Attest, that Jacques Allard, signer of the within instrument of writing did, pursuant to the law of this territory, 
come and appear before me the undersigned, a notary public, ge commissioned and sworn, in and for the district 
aforesaid, and acknowledge the same to be his act and deed for the purposes therein mentioned, and, as such, con- 


sented that it might be recorded. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, the day and year above written. _ eee 
JOS. WATSON, ™. P. D. D. (1. s.] 


Whereupon, Michel Monet was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
6, one Frangois Blé was in possession and occupancy of the 


deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 179 ' 
premises, and continued so until he sold to William Forsyth, from whom the claimant has purchased, and who has 


occupied and possessed the same to this day. ; Zz 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 


of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 222; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 


of the Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 223. Lovie Rexeav.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Reneau toa tract of land, 
situate on lake St. Clair, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 
2, page 68, under the date of 21st January, 1806. 
This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twent 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by woleeceied! 


west by lands claimed by Frangois Bonome. ; 
Whereupon, Jacques Allard, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 


sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so without any interruption to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
Jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 223; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, anda plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 
No, 224. Jacques Attarp, Jun.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Allard, Jun. toa 
tract of land, situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, to 


wit: 


arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
ands, east by lands claimed by Louis Griffard, and 


To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office ut Detroit. 
Detrorr, July 2, 1808, 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
situate at la Pointe au Guinolet, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake 


Sir: 


land, 
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St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, nertheast by Colas Rivard, southwest by Jacques Allard, Sen. I claim and 
set up title by virtue of a long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive 


title. 
JACQUES ALLARD, Jun. his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AupRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents of land, it being three arpents in front by 
forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, northeast by lands claimed by Colas 
Rivard, and southwest by lands claimed by Jacques Allard, Sen. The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited 
the following deed, to wit: 


TreRRITOIRE DE Micuican, District du Detroit: 

Par devant les temoins soussignés fut présent Baptiste Selleron, habitant, demeurant dans le dit district du 
Detroit. lequel a reconnu avoir vendu, cédé, transporié, et délaissé, dés maintenant etd toujours, promet garantir 
de tous troubles, dons, douaires, dettes, hypotheques, évictions, aliénations, et de tout empechement générallement 
quelconque, excepté de la part du Gouvernement des Etats Unis, a Jacques Allard, fils, 2 ce présent acceptant ac- 
auéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & lavenir, une terre sise et située dans le susdit district du Detroit, et 
territoire de Michigan, contenant cent vingt arpents, c’est & dire: trois arpents de front sur quarante de profon- 
deur, bornée par devant par lac St. Clair, & cotté du nord par Cellet Rivard, & cotté du sud par Jacques Allard, 
péere, et par derriére par des terres nen concedées, ensemble avec tous autres batiments susconstruits, circonstances, 
et dépendances, que fe dit Jacques Allard, fils, dit bien savoir et connoitre, et dont il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de deux cent vingt- 
cing minots de bled froment; vingt-cing minots de laquelle est payable le mois de Décembre prochain, et citiquante 

ninots payable chaque année, jusque les deux cent vingt-cing minots soient payés. 

Au moyen de ce que dessus, le dit Baptiste Selleron a transporté, et par ces présentes transporte & le dit Jacques 
Ailard, fils, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & i’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous 
autres droits, qu’! a et pouvait avoir sur le dit lot ou terre, et autres batimens susconstruits, s’en démettant et dé- 
vetissant & son profit, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsi qu’il 
appartiendra en vertu des présentes. _ 

Fait et passé an dit Detroit, le septiéme jour du mois de Décembre, en !’an de notre Seigneur mil huit cent sept. 

BAPT. SELLERON, sa x marque. [L.s.] 
JACQUES ALLARD, sa x marque. f 
En présence de James Apsorr. 

Whereupon, Louis St. Bernard was brought as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Jean Baptiste Dumay was in possession and occupancy. of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to Baptiste Celeron, from whom the claimant has purchased, and that 
the premises have been constantly cultivated since 1796 to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 2243 and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 225. Micnen Ducuene.—The claim of Michel Duchéne to a tract of land, which was entered with the for- 
mer Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol: 1, page 309, under the date of 30th November, 1805, was 
taken into consideration. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, or acres, it being three acres and one rod in 
front by forty in depth, is bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, below by lands claimed by 
Baptiste Lapierre, and above by lands claimed by Baptiste Petit. 

Whereupon, Pierre Griffard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, one Louis Thibault was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he gave up the land to Francois St. Bernard, from whom he had purchased it; 
that Francois St. Bernard sold the same to Jean Baptiste Comparet, Jun. from whom the claimant has purchased; and 
that the premises have been constantly cultivated since the Ist July, 1796, to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land. and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 225; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. : 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Li Monpay, Jely 11, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


The Board reconsidered the second claim of Frangois St. Obin, (No. 151,) which was postponed for further evi- 
dence on the 18th June last. ‘ 

Jean Baptiste Bodin, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the 1st of July, 1796, Michel Compa- 
ret was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Jean Baptiste Bodin, who 
sold to Ignace Moras, from whom the claimant has purchased: and that the premises have been constantly occupied 
and cultivated for at least twenty years past. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 151; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 226. Atexis Descontes Laspapi.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Alexis Descontes Labadi 
to a tract of land, situate on river Detroit; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures follow- 
ing, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
jand, situate on river Rouge, containing three arpents in front, extending in depth to the St. Cosme family’s lands, 
bounded in front by said river Rouge, in rear by St. Cosme family’s land, on one side by Jands claimed by Gabriel 
Chene, and on the other side by the river Aux Vases. 1 claim by virtue of long possession, occupancy, and improve- 


ments made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
ALEXIS DESCONTES LABADI, his x mark. 
Witness, Perer AUDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, ——— arpents, it being three arpents in front, extending in depth to the line 
of St. Cosmé’s land, bounded in front by river Rouge, and in rear by the lands of St. Cosme, on one side by lands 
claimed by Gabriel Chene, and on the other side by river Aux Vases: whereupon, Pierre Chene was brought for- 
ward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 
1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 226; and that he cause the same to be 
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surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. ibe 
And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 
i F : *Turspay, July 12, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 227. Cuarres Capacter.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Charles Cabacier to a tract of 
land, situate on the river Detroit; and the notice by him filed was Yead in the words and figures following, te wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit, 
Sir: Detroit, July 12, 1808. 
‘Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a farm, on 
which I live, and which was granted by the French Government to my ancestors, in the year 1750, containing two 
and a half arpents in front by eighty in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, east- 
northeast by a farm, now the property of Jacques Peltier, and west-southwest by a farm claimed by Louis Vesiére, 
dit Laferté. I claim by virtue of possession of more than fifty years, occupancy, and improvements made by me, 


or those from whom I derive title. , 
CHARLES CABACIER, his + mark. 
Witness, Perer AUDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred arpents, it being two and a half arpents in front by eighty in 
depth, is bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, east-northeast by a farm claimed by 
James Peltier, and west-southwest by lands claimed by Louis Vesiére, dit Laferté: whereupon, Israel Ruland was 
brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that thirty-six 
years ago the father of the claimant was in possession and occupancy, and‘continued so until his death; since which 
time, the claimant has constantly occupied the same to thisday. ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
Jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 227; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returtied to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 228. Louis Vestere, dit Larerre.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Vesiére, dit La- 
ferté, to a tract of land, situate on river Detroit; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures fol- 
lowing, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, June 12, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a farm, situate 
on river Detroit, on which I live, and which was granted by the French Government to my ancestors in the year 1750, 
containing two and a half arpents in front by eighty in depth, bounded in front by the river Detroit, in rear by un- 
conceded lands, east-northeast by lands claimed by Charles Cabacier, and west-southwest by lands claimed by 
the family of Cicot. I claim by virtue of possession of more than fifty years, occupancy, and improvements made 


by me or those from whom I derive title. 
LOUIS VESIERE, LAFERTE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred arpents, it being two and a half arpents in front by eighty indepth, 
bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, east-northeast by lands claimed by Charles ‘Caba- 
cier, and west-southwest by lands claimed by the family of Cicot. 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that more than thirty years ago the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 228; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of Jand therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 229. Joseph RozertseEaN.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Rebertjean to a tract of 
land, situate on river Huron; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Aupratn, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, July 12, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on river Huron, containing about nine arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Hu- 
ron, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by James Abbott, Esq. lands, and on the other side by Joseph Rowe. 
I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom | 


derive title. 
JOSEPH ROBERTJEAN, his + mark. 


Witness, Perer AuprRaIn. 


This tract contains, by estimation, about three hundred and sixty arpents, it being about nine arpents in front by 
forty in depth, bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by Joseph Rowe, and 
on the other side by James Abbott, Esquire. 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland, Jean Batiste Comparet, Jun. and Christian Clemens, were brought forward as wit- 
nesses in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, to wit: 

Israel Ruland deposed and said, that, in 1795, John Loveless was in possession and cultivated/the premises; that, 
about three years after, he sold the same to the claimant, to whom the deponent delivered possession as agent of the 
said John Loveless. ‘ 

Christian Clemens deposed and said, that, for these five or six years past, he has knowledge that the claimant has 
cultivated, or caused to be cultivated, part of the said premises. Jean Batiste Comparet, Jun. said, that, he knows 
nothing about the premises. Postponed for further evidence. 


No. 230: Forsytu, Ricnarpson, and Co.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Forsyth, Richardson, 
and Co. to a tract of land, situate on river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 177, under the date of 22d November, 1805. j 

This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred acres of land, it being six acres in front by one hundred in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, east by lands claimed by Francois Navarre, Esq. 
and west by lands formerly owned by Louis Gaillard, deceased. 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, George McDougall, Esq. was in payee and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until the 28th of August, of the same year, when he sold to the claimants, whu have 
since that time to this day possessed the premises by their tenants. ; 

. And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described premi- 
ses, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 230; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 
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No. 231, ALExanpER Grant, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the clam of Alexander Grant, Esq. to 
a tract of land, situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice by hin filed was read in the words and figures following, 
to Wit: 

‘Terrtrory oF Micuiean, District of Detroit: 

To the Commissioners of the United States’ Land Office for the District and Territory aforesaid: . 

_ [Thereby make entry in the said Land Office of, a certain tract of land situate, lying, and being on lake St. Clair, 
in the district and territory, aforesaid, being nine acres in front by seventy-one in depth, bounded on the north side 
py the farm of William Forsyth, and on the south by that of Gregor McGregor being about six hundred and thirty- 


nine acres, which [ own and claim by virtue of a purchase of John Askin, and also by a very long and uninterrupted 


possession and improvements. 
EK. BRUSH, 
Attorney for Alexander Grant. 


_ This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred aid thirty-nine acres, it being nine acres in front by seventy-one 
it depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, north by Jands claimed by William 
Forsyth, and south by lands claimed by Gregor McGregor. 

Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Campeau, dit Penish Campeau, was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claim- 
ant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession 
and occupancy of the premises, and has continued without interruption to this days that, in his opinion, there are 
about three hundred acres in cultivation, and that the improvements are considerable. : 

Postponed for consideration. 

_ No. 232. Isaac Topp.—The Board. took into consideration the claim of Isaac Todd, (No. 10,) to a tract of land, 
situate on river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1. 
page 123, under the date of 19th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, twelve square acres, French measure, on whicha water mill is erected, situate 
on the south side of river Raisins, but not on its bordure, is bounded on the west by lands claimed by L’isle Ronde, 
and east by George McDougall. 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being sworn, deposed 
and said, that, more than twelve years ago, one Charles Reaume was in possession and eccupancy of the premises, 
and erected a grist mill, and continued so until he sold to John Askin, from whom the claimant has purchased; an 
— since that time to this day, tenants have been kept on the premises, either for account of John Askin, or of the 
claimant. . 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
iand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 232; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

_ No. 233. Joun Askry, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Askin, Esq. to a tract of land, 
situate at a place called Presqu’Isle, at the entrance of the Miami river, which was entered with the former Commis- 
sioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 138, under the date of 19th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, about one thousand acres; it is a peninsular, the quantity of the land therein 
contained is not ascertained, but is not to exceed in the whole eight hundred and forty acres. 

Vhereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Joseph Reauime was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until the 30th December, 1796, when he sold to the claimant, who has since that time ta 
ihis day possessed the same, by renting out the same to several tenants, as the deponent has understood. 


Postponed. oe ; : 
And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine o’clock in the forencon. 


Wepnespay, July 13, 1808, 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the third claim of James Baby, Esq. 

Whereupon, Col. Francis Chabert, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that he doth not know whether there was 
any improvement made on the premises on the Ist of July, 1796; that Mr. Baby has always claimed that tract of 
land since the year 1780; and that the people have always considered it as part of his property. The deponent fur- 
ther saith, that Messrs. Delille now live on part of that tract, but doth not know when they began their improvements; 
that they have improved that part of the tract next to the lands claimed by the Northwest Company; that, in 1798, 
or 1799, he the deponent went with Major Cicot over the river to Mr. Baby to ask his permission tor each of them 
to <i a part of that tract; that at that time he knows of no improvements having been made on the said tract 
of land. 

Pierre Dumay, being sworn, deposed and said, that, every year, previous to the American Government taking pos- 
session of this country, Messrs. Baby were in the liabit of cutting their hay on the said tract of land; that Messrs. 
McComb used to mow their hay on the same tract also, and some other people, with the permission of Mr. Baby; that 
he, the deponent, was charged by the commandant, Mr. Baby, and Mr. McComb, to take care of the premises; and 
that if any person happened to cut hay without permission, he, the deponent, came to town, and gave information, and 
that people were sent down to take the hay so cut without permission. That Mr. Baby, Mr. McComb, and the 
commandant, were equally masters of the different parts which they mowed; that he always understood that Mr. 
Baby was the owner of the land, and that he always had possession of the same to this day; that he had bought it; 
and that the general opinion was, that he was the owner of it. The deponent being asked what he understands by 
saying that possession was in Mr. Baby, he saith, because he was the master of it, cut his hay on it, and prevented 
other people mowing hay thereon. The deponent has no knowledge of Mr. Baby having erected any fence, planted 
any corn, or built any house on the premises: that since the Americans took possession of this country every body 


considered themselves masters, and at liberty to cut hay on said tract of land, and did so. ‘ 
Col. Chabert, being questioned, saith, that, he himself applied to Mr. Baby to purchase part of the said tract of 


land, and that Major Cicot did the same. . 

ajor Cicot, being sworn, deposed and said, that, for upwards of eleven years he has tenanted the premises from 
Mr. Baby; that he has tilled the land, seeded it, and made fence, previous to which time he had made arrange- 
ments with Mr. Baby; that it was at least three years before Messrs. Delille began any improvements; and that 
since that time he never was one year without cultivating the lands that he never had ploughed any part previous to 
his going with Col. Chabert to Mr. Baby; that he had built a small house on it, and that with a view of making an 
arrangement with Mr. Baby, for he knew at that time that the land belonged to Mr. Baby; that he has entered into 
articles with Mr. Baby for the land since he went over with Col. Chabert to Mr. Baby; that, by his agreement with 
Mr. Baby, he is to have all the land between the Northwest Company and the farm on which Weaver lives, and that 
he or his two sons are to pay for it: that the last agreement was made last Friday. The deponent further saith, that 
he believes that the Messrs. Delille began toimprove the upper part of this tract six or seven years ago, that there had 
been no improvement made thereon prior to that time: that the Delilles have built a house, two or three years ago, 


and erected some fences. ; . 

Baptiste Cicot, Jr. being sworn, deposed and said, that, about seven or eight years ago, his father told him that he 
had went into possession, and cultivated that land by the permission of Mr. Baby, in expectation that he would get 
it from Mr. Baby in exchange for some lands on the British side; that, ten or eleven years ago, his father began to 
cultivate this land, and has continued so to this day; that, before the Delilles began to improve, his father had began 
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to make part of a fence near the line of the Northwest Company’s lands. ‘The deponent further saith, that his father 
had drawn rails around that piece of ground now occupied by the Delilles, for the purpose of enclosing the same, 
which were thrown away by the Delilles for the purpose of ‘enclosing the field themselves. Being questioned by 
Mr. Sibley whether the Delilles had drawn any timber on the ground before the rails were thrown away, he an- 
swered no; he said that his father was the first who laid rails around part of that field, and that the Delilles have 
occupied the ground about seven years, contrary to his father’s prohibition. Postponed for consideration. 

And thereupon Jean Baptiste Cicot filed the following notice, to wit: 


Terrirory oF Micuican, District of Detroit, ss. 


To Peter Auprain, Esq. Register of the United States’ Land Office, in the District and Territory aforesaid. 
Sir: Detroit, July 13, 1808. 


You will please take notice that Ido hereby countermand the entry of a certain tract of land, situate on the 
north side of the river Rouge, containing about twenty acres in front by fifteenin depth, bounded in front by said river 
Rouge, in rear by John Askin, on one side by the Northwest Company’s lands, and on the other by the rear of Weaver’s 
farm; which said entry was made by me on the sixth day of this present month of July, 1808, for James and Francis . 
Cicot: and I do retract their claim to the same, otherwise than as it depends on the claim of James Baby, now the 


claimant. 
JEAN BAPTISTE CICOT. 


The Board took into consideration the first claim of James Baby, Esq. Whereupon, Pierre Dumay was sworn, 
deposed and said, that, more than twenty-five years ago, this tract of land was divided into three farms, and began 
to be improved by people to whom Mr. Baby had sold, to wit, John Hoost and two others, whose names the depo- 
nent does not recollect; that the major part of this tract has been cultivated, except that part next to the deponent, 
which several times has been scr tl by the tenants; that, on the first July, 1796, the farm next to the deponent 
was unoccupied; that Noel Chovin was on the next, and David Harkley'was on the other, under one Reynolds, his 
father-in-law. : 

John Cissne, being sworn, deposed and said, that, in 1787, when the deponent came to river Rouge, one John 
Hoost was living on the farm next to Pierre Dumay; Jacob Lisle lived on the next farm, which he had bought of 
Thomas Edwards, and Reynolds lived on the third farm; that these three farms have been generally improved and 
cultivated for these twenty years past; that, on the first farm, twenty acres are cultivated; on the second farm, thirty 
to thirty-five acres; and, on the din farm, twenty-five acres, as the deponent estimates it. ‘Two of. these farms are 
now occupied by the Campeaus, and the other by one Baron; that, in 1799, Harkley cultivated that farm. 

Antoine Campeau, being sworn, deposed and said, that he has lived these two years on one of the farms, and that 
he was placed there by ‘Toussaint Chene, who has since declared to him that he never had paid any thing to Mr. 
Baby, and had nodeed. The deponent further says, that he himself has applied to Mr. Baby to purchase that farm. 

Alexis Campeau, being sworn, deposed and said, that his brother, Zachariah Campeau, had requested him to speak 
to Mr. Baby respecting one of the above three farms, which he wished to purchase of Mr. Baby. 

Postponed for further evidence. : 


The Board took into consideration the second claim of James Baby, Ksq. ; 

John Cissne, being sworn, deposed and said, that the late Godfroy Corbus, deceased, was living on the premises 
in the year 1796, and that, when he first went on the premises, he lived thereon with one Traxler, and that he then 
understood that they rented the premises from Messmore; that, when Corbus left the premises, Clemens went into 
possession and rented it toone Redman Condom. Postponed. 


No. 234. THomson MaxeweL_t—The Board took into consideration the claim of Thomson Maxewell to a tract of 
land situate on the south side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office 
at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 105, under the date of 18th January, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty acres, or arpents, it being six acres or arpents in front 
by forty in depth, bounded in front by. the river Raisins, westerly by lands claimed by Joseph Poujet, and easterly 
by lands claimed by the widow and heirs of Benjamin Tibbet, deceased. 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that the premises were improved as carly as 1788; that, previous’to the Ist July, 1796, one Bellair 
Was in possession and occupancy of the premises, until he sold to this deponent, who sold to Samuel Egnew, from 
whom the claimant purchased; that the land has been cultivated until four or five years ago, when the deponent left 
river Raisins. Postponed for further evidence. 


No. 235. ‘The widow and heirs of Joun Ruopes, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of the 
widow and heirs of John Rhodes, deceased, toa tract of land situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was 
entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 77, under the date of 15th Jan- 
uary, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, about one hundred and fifty acres, or arpents, it being three acres or arpents in 
front by fifty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by lands claimed by Solomon Sibley, Esq. easterly 
by ate formerly the property of George Sharp, deceased, and westerly by a farm claimed by Richard Pollard. 

Whereupon, [srael Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that the premises were improved and occupied previous to the Ist July, 1796, (but doth not know 
by. — and that said premises have been constantly occupied since that time to this day. Postponed for further 
evidence. 

No. 236. Georce McDoveati.—The Board took into consideration the claim of George McDougall, Esq., to a 
lot of ground situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed on the 20th of June last was read 
in the words and figures following, to wit: 

Derroit, June 20, 1808. 


In pursuance of an act of Congress passed at the last session, I do hereby give notice to Peter Audrain, Esq. 
Register of the Land Office at Detroit, that I claima lot, or emplacement, situate, lying, and being on the north side 
of river Raisins, in the district aforesaid, being part of the farm entered by Jean Baptiste Geraume in the office, 
on the 29th of October, 1805, by virtue of a deed of alienation from him and his wife, dated the 18th of September, 
1805, to me, acknowledged before John Anderson, Esq. one of the Justices of the Peace of the territory of Michi- 
gan for the district of Erie, which said deed accompanied the entry, for the purpose of being recorded in your office. 


GEO. McDOUGALL. 
To Peter Aupratn, Esq. 


This lot of ground contains sixty-two and a half feet in front and rear, beginning at the bakehouse of said Ge- 
raume, to a lot in possession of André Poupard, by one hundred and ninety-four and a half feet in depth, begin- 
ning from the public high road; bounded south by the river Raisins, east and north by the farm of Jean Baptiste Ge- 
raume, and west by the lot of said André Poupard. This lot isa part and parcel of the claim No. 64, granted on 
the 18th day of December, 1807, to Jean Baptiste Jerome. ‘The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the fol- 
lowing deed, to wit: 


Qu’il soit connu et manifesté & toutes personnes & qui ces présents intéressent, que ce-jourdhui, le 18éme jour de 
Septembre, l’an de notre Seigneur mil huit cent cing, par-devant moy, John Anderson, Ecuyer, Juge de Paix pour 
le territoire de Michigan et district d’Erie, duement commissioné et sermenté selon la loi, et témoins —- 
furent présents Sieur Jean Baptiste Geraume et Dame Marie Delille, sa femme légitime, de l’établissement de la 


* riviére aux Raisins, du susdit territoire et district d’une part, et George McDougall, du méme endroit, Ecuyer,.de 
autre part, lesquel 


$ sont convenus devant moi, comme suit, savoir: que le dit Jean Baptiste Geraume, et sa ditte 
48 p 
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femme, pour eux, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause, en. considération de la somme de deux cent cinquante piastres, argent 
licitte des Etats Unis, 4 eux en mains bien et véritablement payé par le dit George McDougall, avant d’avoir cacheté 
ce contrat, la recette duquelle somme est par ces présents reconnu par eux, ils ont cédé, accordé, vendu, aliéné, dé- 
chargé, enfeodé, et confirmé, et par ces présents ils cédent, accordent, vendent, aliénent, déchargent, enfeodent, 
et confirment au dit George McDougall, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, tout ce certain emplacement de terre situé et 
étant sur le rivage du cété nord de Ia ditte riviére aux Raisins, contenant et étant de soixante-deux pieds et demi 
de front, et autant derriére, i compter depuis la boulangerie du dit vendeur, jusqu’& l’emplacement i cété d’icelle 
en la possession présentement d’André Poupard, sur cent quatre-vingt-quatorze pieds et demi de profondeur, a 
compter depuis la cloture sur le chemin public, étant de la meme profondeur de celle du dit André Poupard; Ie dit 
emplacement de terre présentement vendu et borné comme suit, savoir: sud, ‘par la ditte riviére aux Raisins; est et 
nord, par la terre ou demeure présentement le dit vendeur, (qu’il a lui-méme acheté de Charles Poupard du Detroit) 
et du coté de l’ouest, par l’emplacement susdit mentionné d’André Poupard, lequel emplacement de terre borné et 
décrit comme susdit, est avec la maison, pomier, et tous et singulier les appartenances y concernant. Le dit 
George McDougall, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, auront et jouiront pour toujours, avec garantie de la part du dit Jean 
Baptiste Geraume, de toute trouble, dons, douaires, dettes, hypothéques, évictions, aliénations, et de tout autre 
empéchement générallement quelconque, (le droit de pre-emption des Etats Unis seulement excepté) & la seule et 
propre usage, profit, et avantage du dit George McDougall, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, et pour aucune autre usage ou 
jouissance quelconque. Et le dit Jean Baptiste Geraume et sa ditte femme contractent envers et avec le dit George 
McDougall, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, de garantir et de defendre les premisses susdittes pour le dit George McDougall, 
ses hoirs, et ayant cause, contre les pretensions d’eux, le dit Jean Baptiste Geraume, et ‘sa ditte femme, leurs hoirs, et 
ayant causes, et contre les prétensions licites de toutes autres personnes quelconque fermement par ces présents, le 
susdits droits des Etats Unis seulement excepté. I] est contracté de surplus entre les parties susdites, que si, en cas 
le dit George McDougall quitte le dit emplacement présentement acheté par lui, pour demeurer ailleurs, et si la per- 
sonne & gui il voudra la vendre ou la louer ne plait pas au dit Sieur Jean Baptiste Geraume pour voisin, que lors, dans 
ce cas la, le dit George McDougall est obligé d’en donner la préférence au dit Sieur Jean Baptiste Geraume, soit au 
prix qu’on lui en offrira, ou & une estimation, quien sera faitte par des experts choisis réciproquement par eux; la- 
quelle estimation sera payée par le dit Jean Baptiste Geraume au dit George McDougall, sur ou aprés l’estimation 
susdite en sera faitte, en grains ou animaux, au prix d’argent. 

En foy de quoy, et de toute et singulier les conventions, engagements, et enterprises dans les premisses susdites, 
contenu et exprimé, le dit Sieur Jean Baptiste Geraume et Dame Marie Delille, sa ditte femme, et le dit George 
McDougall, ont 4 ceci mis leurs signatures et aftiché leurs cachets, & la riviére aux Raisins, le jour et an premiére- 
ment écrit cy-devant, 4 exception du dit Jean Baptiste Geraume, qui, ayant déclaré ne savoir écrire, a fait sa 
marque ordinaire (le signe de la croix) aprés lecture faitte. 

Et en confirmation de surplus, moi, le dit John Anderson, Ecuyer, j’ai i ceci aussi placé mon seing et mon cachet. 

JEAN BAPTISTE GERAUME, sa x marque. [L. s.] 
MARIE DELILLE, [t. s.] 
Femme du dit Jean Baptiste Geraume. 
GEORGE McDOUGALL. [L.s.] 
Cacheté et délivré en présence de : 
ANDRE JOURDAIN, 


Josepu BrsrEavu, sa X marque. 
JOHN ANDERSON, J. P. [1. s.] 


Territory or Micuican, District of Erie, to wit: 

I, John Anderson, one of the Justices assigned to keep the peace for the. district and territory aforesaid, duly 
appointed and sworn, do hereby certify and attest, that, on the day of the date hereof, before me personally appeared 
the within named Jean Baptiste Geraume and Marie Delille, his wife, with George McDougall, who, in my presence, 
did sign, seal, and, as their act and deed, deliver, the within instrument of writing, or deed of alienation; and André 
Jourdain and Joseph Beseau did also m my presence subscribe their respective names thereunder, together with 
me, the said Justice of the Peace, as witnesses of such sealing and delivery; and I do further certify and attest that 
1 examined the said Marie Delille, the wife of the said Jean Baptiste Geraume, privily and apart from her husband, 
and she declared to me that she did freely and willingly seal and deliver the within writing which I showed and 
explained to her, and she wishes not to retract it, and consenteth that it may be recorded. 

In faith and testimony whereof, I, the said Justice of the Peace, have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my seal, 


the day and year first before written. 
JOHN ANDERSON, J. P. [1. s.] 


Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, from the year 1788 to this day, the premises have been occupied without any interruption; 
and that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Jean Baptiste Geraume was in possession and occupancy, and continued 
so until he sold to the claimant, who has occupied or tenanted the same to this day. 

Postponed for consideration. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

; Fripay. July 5, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 237, Antoine Lupren Baron.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Antoine Lupien Baron to a 
tract of land, situate on one of the forks of river Rouges and the notice by him filed on the 27th of June last past 
was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Avuprain, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, June 27, 1808. 


Please to take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit the following 
tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the fork of the river Rouge, commonly called Arbres Matachés in the dis- 
trict of Detroit, containing, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents of land, it being four arpents in front by 
forty in depth, bounded in front by the river aforesaid, and in rear by unlocated lands; on one side by Antoine 
Riopel, and on the other side by Pierre Chene. I make claim and set up title, by virtue of possession, occupancy, 
and improvements made by me, or those from whom I derive title. 

ANTOINE LUPIEN BARON, his x mark. 


Witness, Ropert AxBport. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by a fork of the river Rouge, called Arbres Matachés, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by 
lands claimed by Ambroise Riopel, and on the other side by lands claimed by Pierre Chene. Whereupon, Edward 
McCarty was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, 
when he came to river Rouge, in April, 1796, Mr. Reynolds lived on that tract of land; that said Reynolds had pur- 
chased that land from Mr. Baby, as he understood, in 1787: the deponent does not know whether it was in the fall of 
1796, or in the spring following, that Reynolds left that farm; David Harkley took it, and raised corn on it the sum- 
mer following: when Harkley left this farm, some of the Barons were working on it, and have continued ever since: 
about fifteen or sixteen acres of this farm are cultivated, and under fence. The Barons were backward and 
forward working on the farm, and making fences, when Harkley was in occupancy of the said farm. The depo 
nent doth not know whether Harkley occupied the farm under Reynolds, his father-in-law, or under Baby. 
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Mrs. Baron, mother of the claimant, being sworn, deposed and said, that in the same year that the Americans 
took possession of this country, her son was put ia possession of the said farm by Mr. Francois Baby, who did it 
at the request of her, the deponeht; that, about two years after, she went to Mr. James Baby, with a view of making 
some arrangements respecting said farm; that James Baby promised to come over to Mr. Audrain to get the writings 
executed, but that he never canie; that, at the time the deponent went over to Mr. James Baby, her son, the present 
claimant, Was with her, and was present at the conversation between her and Mr. Baby, and that they went over 
for the purpose of purchasing the Jand from James Baby, for the present claimant, and considered said Baby then 
as the owner of the land; that said James Baby agreed to sell the land to the claimant for two hundred and_ fifty 
pounds, New York currency; that the claimant has never paid a cent to Mr. Baby for the rent of the farm; that 
there never was any agreement made for a rent, and Mr. Baby never asked any; that the claimant has never paid 
Mr. Baby any part of the two hundred and fifty pounds agreed tobe paid. Postponed. 

No. 338. Louis Cuaporon, Jun.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Chapoton, Jun. toa 
tract of land situate on river Huron of lake St. Clairs{and the notice by him filed yesterday was read in the words 


fullowing, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Dertrorr, July 14, 1808. 


‘Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land situate on river Huron, containing three arpents in front by about forty in depth, bounded in front by river 
Huron, in rear by lake St. Clair, on one side by Francois St. Obins above, on the other side, by Louis Maure® 
below, I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me, or those from 


whom I derive title. 
LOUIS CHAPOTON, his x mark. 


Witness, PereR AUDRAIN. 

This tract contains, by estimation, about one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in fr 
forty in depth, bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by lake St. Clair, on_one aie, shen by sends Slabaed te 
Francois St. Obin, and on the other side, below, by lands claimed by Louis Maure. Whereupon, Seraphin Loson 
was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous 
to the Ist July, 1796, Joseph Campeau was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he 
sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same ever since to this day. ‘The claimant, in support of 
his claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: ? 


Detroir, Comte de Wayne. 

Par devant le notaire public pour le comté de Wayne, résidant au Detroit, fut présent le Sr. Joseph Campeau 
marchand, demeurant en cette ville, lequel reconnoit par ces présentes avoir vendu, cédé, quitté, transporté, et 
délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, avec garantie de ses propre faits, ainsy que de toutes dettes et aliénations, 
quelconques, & Louis Chapoton, fils, & ce présent et acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’ave- 
nir, une terre de trois arpents de front sur quarante de profondeur, si autant se trouve, sise au sud de la riviére aux 
Hurons, au nord du lac St. Clair, prenant par devant au bord de la ditte riviere, bornée d’un cété & l’est 4 Louis Maure, 
et de l’autre cété a l’ouest & Seraphin Loson, et par derriére en gagnant au dit lac St. Clair, tel que la ditte terre 
se poursuit et comporte de toutes parts, tant en bois de bout que prairie, &c. que le dit acquéreur dit bien connoitre 
dont il est content et satisfait. : 

Cette vente, cession, transport et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant le prix et somme de quarante 
pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, sur laquelle somme le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu celle de vingt pounds, pour 
prix d’un cheval, qu’il a regu, et les vingt pounds, pour parfait payement, le dit acquéreur promet et s’oblige les payer 
au dit Sieur Campeau, ou ordre, en un an de la date des présentes, en grain, comme bled, pois, avoine, &c., au prix 
courant; et au moyen de ce, le dit sieur vendeura de ce moment transporté, et transporte au dit acquéreur, tous et tels 
droits de propriété qu’i! a et pouvait avoir sur la ditte terre, s’en déméttant et devétissant au profit du dit acqué- 
reur, pour qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seiz'ne, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra, en vertu des pré- 
sentes. Car ainsy sont conveneiis les parties de bonne foy, promettant, &c. obligeant, &c. Fait et passé au dit De- 
troit, le ler jour de Mars, l’an 1803, et ont signé et scellé, aprés lecture faitte. sAinsy signé & l’original remis au 


Sieur Campeau. 
(Vraye copie.) JOSEPH CAMPEAJU, [1. s.] 
LOUIS CHAPOTON. sa x marque. [x. s,] 

En présence de Cuartes Moran. : 

F. D. Betiecour, Not. Pub. [1. s.] 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant_is entitled to the above descri 1 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 238; and that-he cause pnts Pe 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. ; S 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Alexander Grant, Esq. No. 231, which was postponed for consideration 
on the 12th July instant. And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners, from the entry made with the for- 
mer commissioners at Detroit, in volume 2, page 122, under the date of 20th February, 1805, and from the testimony 
adduced, that the claimant is entitled to three hundred and sixty acres, that is to say, nine acres in front by 
forty in depth and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 231; and that he cause the same 
to be —— and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Regis- 
ter of the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 
Saturpay, July 16, 1808, 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. inane 

No. 239. Jean Barriste Marsac.—The Board took into consideration, the claim of Jean Baptiste Marsac_to 
a tract of land situate at Grosse Pointe, on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed the 27th June last was readin 


the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Register of lhe Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, June 27, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to the follow- 
ing tract of land, situate at Grosse Pointe, containing, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three 
arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side 
northeast, by Pierre Yax, on the other side, southwest, by Charles Goiiin. I make claim and set up title by virtue 
of a long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me, or those from whom I derive title. 


JEAN BAPTISTE MARSAC, his x mark. 


Sir: 


Witness, Perer AUDRAIN. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in ront b i 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by eds claimed a fi 
Yax, and southwest by lands claimed by Charles Goiiin. Whereupon, Simon Yax was brought forward as a wit- 
ness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Joseph 
. Serre, dit St. Jean, was in possession and pecapeney the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claisn- 

ant, who has occupied and cultivated the same to this day. The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the 


following deed, to wit: 
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Terriroire pE Micuican, District du Detroit: 


Par devant les témoins soussignés, résidants au Detroit, fut présent Joseph Serre, dit St. Jean, habitant de- 
meurant au Grand Marais, dans le district du Detroit, lequel a reconnu, et par ces présentes reconnoit avoir vendu, 
cédé, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et 4 toujours, promet garantir de tous troubles, dons, douaires, hypo- 
theques, et de toute trouble générallement quelconque, a Jean Baptiste, dit Benjamin Marsac, & ce présent, accep- 
tant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, une terre ou plantation sise et située & la Grosse 
Pointe, dans le susdit district du Detroit, consistante en trois arpents de front sur quarante de profondeur, bornée 
par devant par le lac St. Clair, et par derriére par les terres non concédées, au nord-est par la terre de Pierre Yax, 
et au sud-ouest par la terre de Charles Goiiin, jun., tel et ainsy que la ditte terre se comporte de toutes parts, circon- 
stances, et dépendances, que le dit acquéreur dit avoir vii et visité, et dont il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant, et en échange d’une terre que le 
dit Marsac a vendu ce jour au dit Joseph Serre, dit St. Jean, sise au Grand Marais, et sur laquelle le dit Marsac 
demeure actuellement, et dont il lui a livré possession et seizine, en présence de témoins. Au moyen de quoy {et 
de ce que dessus, le dit Joseph Serre, dit St. Jean, a transporté au dit Benjamin Marsac, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & 
l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres droits, qu’il a et pouvait avoir sur la 
ditte terre, voulant et entendant qu’il en jouisse et a, comme d’un bien justement acquis. ; 

Fait et passé au Detroit, le 15éme jour du mois de Mars, en [’an de notre Seigneur 1806; et le dit Serre, dit St. 
Jean, a signé et scellé en présence des témoins, aprés lecture faitte. Le grain en terre reste a l’acquéreur. 

JOSEPH SERRE. [1 s.] 

Signé, scellé, et délivré, en présence de 

JosepH THIBAULT, 
Prerre CHENE. 


‘TERRITOIRE DE Micuiean, District du Detroit: 


Est personellement comparu devant moy, le soussigné, un des Juges & Paix dans le district du Detroit, Joseph 
Serre, dit St. Jean, lequel a déclaré que la vente cy-dessus est son acte libre et volontaire, pour les raisons y con- 
teniies, et que, comme tel, il peut etre enregistré au greffe du dit district du Detroit. En foy de quoy, j’ai signé au 


Detroit, le 15 Mars, 1806. 
_ PETER AUDRAIN, 
Juge a Paix et Greffier. 


Nous, soussignés, certifions que ce jour, 16 de Mars, 1806, le susdit Serre, dit St. Jean, a livré possession et sei- 
zine de la terre susvendiie au dit Jean Baptiste, dit Benjamin Marsac, en notre présence. 
CHARLES RIVARD, 
ROSWELL HATCH. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 239; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 240. Jean Baptiste Marsac.—The Board took into consideration another claim of Jean Baptiste Marsac to 
a tract of land situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed on the 27th June last was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, June 27, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to the following 
tract of land, situate near Milk River Point, containing, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being 
three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one 
side by Captain Fleming’s lands, and on the other side by Frangois Tremblé. I make claim and set up title by 
virtue of a long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me, or those from whom I derive title. 


JEAN BAPTISTE MARSAG, his x mark. 
Witness, Perrr AuDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by Captain 
Fleming, and on the other side by lands claimed by Frangois Tremblé. ji 

Whereupon, Simon Yax was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Louis Billon, dit l’Esperance, was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has ever since, to this day, pessessed and 
tenanted the same. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 


L’an 1801, et le 16éme jour du mois d’Aoiit, fut présent Louis Billon, dit l’Espérance, du district de Ham- 
tramck, comté de Wayne, et territoire des Etats Unis nord-ouest de la riviére Ohio, lequel par ces présentes recon- 
noit avoir vendu, céde, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, avec garantie de tous troubles, dons, 
douaires, hypothéques, évictions, et aliénations, et de tous empéchements générallement quelconques, & Benjamin 
Marsac, & ce présent “fy acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, une ferme ou plantation sise 
et située prés la riviére & Guinolet, dans le susdit district de Hamtramck, et comté de Wayne, consistante en trois 
arpents de front sur quarante de pemaeeet bornée de front par le lac St. Clair, en haut par la terre de Capitaine 
William Fleming, et en bas par Frangois Tremblé; ainsy que le tout se poursuit et comporte de toutes parts, cir- 
constances, et dépendances, avec les batiments susconstruits, clotures, et autres improvements, que le dit acquéreur 
dit bien connoitre pour l’avoir vai et visité, et dont il est content et satisfait. Cette vente, cession, transport, et 
délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant, et en considération d’une ferme ou plantation, que le dit Benjamin 
Marsac a donné en échange au dit Louis Billon, dit ’Espérance, par contrat passé ce jour, au Detroit, laquelle ditte 
terme consiste en trois arpents de front sur quatre-vingt arpents de profondeur, sise et située dans le comté de Kent, 
et province du Haut Canada, sous la domination de Sa Majesté Britannique, vis-&-vis l’Isle aux Cochons. Au moyen 
de ce que dessus, le dit Louis Billon, dit l’Espérance, a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transporte au 
dit Benjamin Marsac tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, et actions, et tous autres droits qu’il a et pou- 
vait avoir sur la ditte ferme ou plantation, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, 
ainsy et par qu’il appartiendra, en vertu des présentes. 

Bait et passé au Detroit, dans |’étude du prothonotaire du susdit comté de Wayne; et le dit Louis Billon, dit 
’Espérance, ayant déclaré ne savoir signer, a fait sa marque ordinaire, en présence de témoin, et a apposé son 
cachet, aprés que lecture lui a été faitte des présentes, le jour, mois, et an que dessus. 


: LOUIS BILLON, dit L7ESPERANCE, sa x marque. [L. s.] 
Signé, scellé, et délivré, en présence de 


Perer Avupralin, Prothonotaire. 


e 
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Wayne County, ss. 


Personally —- before me, the undersigned, one of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas in and for 
the said county of Wayne, the above named Louis Billon, dit "Esperance, and acknowledged the above instrument 
of writing to be his voluntary act and deed, for the purposes therein contained, and that, as such, it may be recorded. 


; JAMES MAY, J. C. C. Pleas. 
- Derrort, this 17th day of August, 1801. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 240; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 241. Wittiam Rosison, and Huen R. Martin.—The Board took into consideration the claim of William 
Robison and Hugh R. Martin to two tracts of land, now united in one farm, situate at Grosse Pointe, on lake 
St. Clair; and the notice by them filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
‘ , Detrorr, July 16, 1808. 
IR: 

Take notice that we, William Robison and Hugh R. Martin, do enter with the Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit our claim to two tracts of land, now united in one farm, containing, by estimation, one hundred and 
fifty arpents, more or less, one of the said tracts being three arpents in front by forty in depth, more or less, and the 
other being three arpents in front by ten in depth, more or less; bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by uncon- 
ceded lands, southwesterly by a farm of Michael Rivard, and northeast by a point of lands of Nicholas Patenaude 
and others. We claim and set up title by virtue of a mortgage given us by Louis St. Bernard, on the 17th April, 
1807, and to which he has released the equity of redemption. We claim also by virtue of possession, occupancy, 
and improvements made by those from whom we derive title. 

HUGH R. MARTIN, : 


For self, and William Robison. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and fifty arpents, more or less, one tract being three arpents in 
front by forty in depth, the other being three arpents by about ten in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in 
rear by unconceded lands, southwesterly by a farm claimed by Michael Rivard, and northeasterly by Nicholas 
Patenaude’s line, north fifty degrees west, and which line extends twenty-three quarter chains, thirty links, until 
it butts upon the line of the farm of three arpents by forty. 

Whereupon, Simon Yax was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Louis St. Bernard was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and still occupies the same. 

The claimants, in support of their claim, exhibited the following instrument of writing, to wit: 


This indenture, made at Detroit, in the territory of Michigan, the 17th day of April, A. D. 1807, between Louis 
St. Bernard, of the said district of Detroit, yeoman, of the one part. and William Robison, and Hugh R. Martin, 
merchants, of the other part, witnesseth: Whereas the said Louis St. Bernard, by his bond or obligation duly 
executed, bearing even date with these presents, stands bound to the said William Robison and Hugh R. Martin, 
their executors, administrators, and assigns, in the penal sum of twenty-eight hundred and eighty-nine dollars and 
fifty cents, of lawful money of the United States, with a condition thereunder written, for the payment of the sum 
of fourteen hundred and forty-four dollars and seventy-five cents of like lawful money, with legal interest for the 
same, on or before the 17th day of April next ensuing the date of these presents, as by the said bond and condition 
may more fully appear: Now this indenture witnesseth, that the said Louis St. Bernard, in consideration of the 
said debt or sum of fourteen hundred and forty-four dollars and seventy-five cents, owing to the said William 
Robison and Hugh R. Martin, as aforesaid, and for the better securing the payment thereof, with interest, to the 
said William Robisan and Hugh R. Martin, their executors, administrators, or assigns, according to the condition 
of the said bond; and also in consideration of the further sum ef five shillings to him, the said Louis St. Bernard, by 
the said William Robison and Hugh R. Martin in hand well and truly paid, at or before the sealing and delivery of 
these presents, the receipt whereof the said Louis St. Bernard doth hereby acknowledge, hath granted, bargained, 
sold, released, and confirmed, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, sell, release, and confirm unto the said 
Wiliiam Robison and Hugh R. Martin, their heirs and assigns, all that messuage, tenement, and tract of land, 
with the privileges and appurtenances thereunto belonging, situate, lying, and being at Grosse Pointe, in said district 
of Detroit, and territory aforesaid, being the whole farm now in the actual possession of the said Louis St. Bernard, 
containing six arpents, or French acres, in front, whereof three of the said six arpents in front have forty arpents in 
depth, more or less, and the adjoining and remaining three arpents have ten arpents in depth, more or Po ending 
at a point in rear in the shape of a right-angled triangle; the whole bounded in front upon lake St. Clair, on the 
southwesterly side by the farm of Michael Rivard, on the northeasterly side by a point of land of Nicholas Pate- 
naude and others, and in rear by unimproved lands: to have and to hold the said messuage, tenement, and farm, 
and every part and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances thereof, unto the said William Robison and Hugh R. 
Martin, their heirs and assigns, to the only’ proper use and behvof of the said William Robison and Hugh R. 
Martin, their heirs and assigns, forever, and to and for no other use, intent, and purpose whatsoever. Provided 
always, and it is the true intent and meaning of these presents, and of the said parties hereunto, that if the said 
Louis St. Bernard, his heirs and assigns, do and shall well and truly pay, or cause to be paid, unto the said William 
Robison and Hugh R. Martin, their executors, administrators, or assigns, the said full sum of fourteen hundred 
and forty-four dollars and seventy-five cents, of lawful money of the United States, with legal interest for the 
same, on or before the 17th day of April next. that is, within one year from the date of these presents, according to 
the condition of the above in part recited bond or obligation, without any deduction or abatement whatsoever, then, 
and from thenceforth, the presents, and every matter and thing therein contained, shall cease, and be utterly null 
and void, any thing herein contained to the contrary thereof, in anywise, notwithstanding. 

And the said Louis St. Bernard, for himself, his heirs, executors, and administrators, doth covenant, promise, 
grant, and agree, to and with the said William Robison and Hugh R. Martin, their executors, administrators, and. 
assigns, in manner and form following, that is to say: that he, the said Louis St. Bernard, his executors or admin- 
istrators, or some of them, shall and will well and truly pay, or cause to be paid, unto the said William Robison 
and Hugh R. Martin, their executors, administrators, or assigns, the said sum of fourteen hundred and forty-four 
dollars and seventy-five cents, with legal interest, as aforesaid, on the day hereinbefore limited for the payment 
thereof, without any deduction or abatement whatsoever, as aforesaid; and that the said granted and released pre- 
mises now are, and be, and at all times from and after default shall happen to be made of and in payment of the 
said sum of fourteen hundred and forty-four dollars and seventy-five cents, and interest aforesaid, or any part. 
thereof, shall forever be, remain, and continue free and clear, and freely and clearly acquitted and discharged of 
and from all manner of former and other gifts, grants, mortgages, judgments, charges, or incumbrance, whatsoever 
heretofore made, committed, done, or suffered by him, the said Louis St. Bernard; and that the said William 
Robison and Hugh R. Martin, their heirs and assigns, shall and may, from time to time, and at all times after 
such default shall happen to be made in payment of the said sum of fourteen hundred and forty-four dollars and 
seventy-five cents, and interest, as aforesaid, or any part thereof, peaceably and quietly have, hold, ocoupy possess, 
and enjoy, all and singular the said premises, with the appurtenances, and every part and parcel thereof, without 
the let, hindrance, molestation, interruption, or disturbance of him, the said Louis St. Bernard, his heirs or assigns, 
or of any person or persons lawfully claiming, or to claim, by, from, or under him, them, or any of them. And, 
lastly, it is covenanted and agreed upon, by and between both the said parties to these presents, and it is hereby 
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declared to be the true intent and meaning hereof, and of the parties hereunto, that, until default shall be made in 
payment of the said sum of fourteen hundred and forty-four dollars and seventy-five cents, and legal interest for 
the same, as aforesaid, according to the time above limited for the payment thereof, it shall and may be lawful for 
the said Louis St. Bernard, his heirs and assigns, peaceably and quietly to have, hold, occupy, possess, and enjoy, 
all and singular the said premises above granted and released, and every part thereof, with the appurtenances; and 
to have, receive, and take the rents, issues, and profits thereof, to his and their own particular use and benefit, any 
thing herein contained to the contrary thereof, in anywise, notwithstanding. And the said Louis St. Bernard, on 
his part, does covenant to and with the said William Robison and Hugh R. Martin, their heirs and assigns, that 
the said premises are now free and clear of and from all incumbrances whatever, done, or suffered by him, and 
that he has full right to sell, pledge, and convey the same, as aforesaid, and that he will ever defend and warranty 
the same to the said William Robison and Hugh R. Martin, their heirs and assigns, against the lawful claims and 
demands of any person or persons whatsoever. 
In testimony of all and singular the premises aforesaid, and within contained, the parties to these presents have 
set their hands and seals, at Detroit aforesaid, the day, month, and year first above written. 
LOUIS ST. BERNARD, his x mark. 2[1. s.] 
HUGH R. MARTIN, [1. s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in presence of For self, and Williaa Robison. 
James McDona.p, 
GeorcEe McDoveatt, Vv. P. 7. M. 


‘Terrirory oF Micuican, District of Detroit, to wit: 

I, George McDougall, notary public, by lawful authority duly admitted and sworn, do hereby certify and attest 
unto all whom it may concern, that the indenture of mortgage hereunto annexed was duly signed and sealed by 
Louis St. Bernard and Hugh R. Martin, for himself and William Robison, therein named in my presence, and in 
the presence of James McDonald. ‘To the due execution and delivery thereof, an act being requested, I have granted 
the same under my notarial form and seal of office, to serve and avail as occasion shall or may require. 

Done and passed at the city of Detroit, the 17th day of April, in the year of our Lord 1807. 

GEORGE McDOUGALL, XN. P. 7. M. 


Know all men by these presents, that I, Louis St. Bernard, of the district of Detroit, and territory of Michigan 
the mortgager in the within instrument mentioned, for and in consideration of the sum of one thousand five hundre 
and forty-eight dollars and seventy-five cents, to me in hand well and truly paid by William Robison and Hugh R. 
Martin, the mortgagees, have remised, released, and forever quitted claim, and by these presents do remise, release, 
and forever quit claim, unto them, the said William Robison and Hugh R. Martin, their heirs and assigns, forever, 
all the equity and benefit of redemption, that I, my heirs, executors, or administrators, have or might have to the 
within mortgaged premises, by virtue of any covenant, matter, or thing therein contained. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my seal, at Detroit, in the district and territory 


aforesaid, this 6th day of July, A. D. 1808. 
LOUIS ST. BERNARD, his x mark, [1. s.] 


Signed, sealed, and delivered, — of 
J. WHIPPLE, 
RoBerT Smarr. 


Postponed. j 


No. 242. Roserr RopertsEan.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Robert Robertjean to a tract 
of land situate on river Huron, which was entered with the ormer Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
vol. 1, page 304, under the date of 30th November, 1805. ‘Uhis tract contains, by estimation, forty-five arpents, it 
being three arpents in front by fifteen in depth, bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by lake St. Clair, on one 
side by lands claimed by Michel Tremblé, and on the other side by lands claimed by Joseph Robertjean. 

Whereupon, Antoine Dequindre, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy ot 
the premises, and has continued to occupy the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above tract of land, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 242; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and 
- plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained,to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at 

etroit. 


And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, July 18, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business ready, the 


Board adjourned to to-morrow at nine in the forenoon. 
Tuespay, July 19, 1808, 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 243. J. M. Beausien.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Marie Beaubien, Esq. to a 
tract of land, situate on river St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures fol- 
lowing, to wit: 

To Peter Auprain, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. ; 
Derrorrt, July 19, 1808. 
Please to take notice that I claim title to a — situate on the west side of river St. Clair, consisting of 
sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, being six hundred and forty acres altogether; bounded in front by said river 
St. Clair, on the north by Meldrum and Park’s farm, occupied by Joseph Ricard, on the south by a farm occupied 
by a negro by the name of Harry Sanders, and in the rear by unconceded lands. I claim the same by having been 
in the actual possession, occupancy, and improvements of the said tract or parcel of land, prior to the Ist day of July, 
1796, to wit: in the month of October, 1795, having built a dwelling-house, barn, and other out-houses, and cleared 
land, fenced in, &c. and remained a residenter thereon ever since; all which [ am now ready to prove to the 
satisfaction of the honorable commissioners. 
; : JEAN MARIE BEAUBIEN. 
This is the signature of Jean Marie Beaubien, Esq. in presence of 
Gro. McDovueatt. 


Sir: 


"This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being sixteen acres in front by forty in ‘depth, 
is bounded in front by river St. Clair, north by lands claimed by Meldrum and Park, south by a farm owned by a 
negro called Harry Sanders, and in rear by unlocated lands. ; 

Whereupon, Toussaint Chovin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the’claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the 1st July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so until this day; and that about twenty-two acres are in cultivation and under fence. 

And rey it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 243; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
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No. 244. Francois Boyome.—The claim of Francois Bonome to a tract of land on river 4’Dulu, was taken into 
consideration. This claim was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 
234, under the date of 27th November, 1805, by James and Francis Lasselle, (thirty-third claim.) 9 

This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and: forty arpents of land, it being sixteen arpents in front by 
forty in depth, bounded in front by the river 4 Dulu, in rear, and on both sides, by unlocated Jands. 

Vhereupon, Jean Marie Beaubien, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Pierre Bonome was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and that the claimant has occupied the same these six years past, and that about eighteen arpents 
are cultivated and enclosed. Postponed. 

No. 245. ‘Toussaint Cuovin.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Toussaint Chovin to a tract of 
land situate on river St. Clair, and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, 


to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detrorr, July 19, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, my claim to a tract of 
land situate on river St. Clair, containing three acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river St. Clair, 
in rear by unconceded lands, and on one side by Captain Alexander Harrow, ou the other side by James Cart- 
wright. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me, or those from 


whom I derive title. 
TOUSSAINT CHOVIN, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AvDRAIN. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty acres, it being three acres in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by Captain ri 
ander Harrow, and on the other side by lands claimed by James Cartwright. 

Whereupon, Jean Simare was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued to occupy and cultivate the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 245; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to.the Register of the 


. 


Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 

Wepnespay, July 20, 1808. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim (No. 216) of James Baby, Esq. which was postponed for consideration on the 
6th day of July instant; and, after having heard the argument of counscl for the claimant, and also the argument of 
counsel for Antoine Baron, who claims also part of the tract under consideration, to wit, the upper part of it for- 
merly occupied by John Reynolds, the claimant, in support of his claim, produced the original deed of his father, 
Duperon Baby, Esq. to John Reynolds, dated February 14, 1787, and the release of John Reynolds to James Baby, 
the present claimant, dated September 30, 1799, in the words and figures following, to wit: 

Know all men by these presents, that I, Duperon Baby, Esq. onc of His Majesty’s Commissioners of the Peace 
for the district of Detroit, in the province of Quebec, for and in consideration of the sum of one hundred pounds, 
New York currency, to me in hand paid by John Reynolds, of Detroit aforesaid, the receipt whereof I do hereby 
acknowledge, have granted, bargained, sold, alienated, and confirmed, and by these presents do bargain, grant, sell, 
alien, and confirm, unto the said John Reynolds, his heirs and assigns, forever, all that tract of land situate and lying 
at the river Rouge, on the west side of the fourche called Arbres Matachés, bounded on the north by Mic ael 
Alum’s farm, on the south by Jacob Light’s farm, containing about two chens in front, from the fork of the separation 
between said tract of land, and the line of Michael Alum, to the line of Jacob Light, and running up the said fork to 
the said Jacob Light’s line, which crosses the said fork, four acres in front and forty in depth, with aileea singular the 
appurtenances whatsoever to said tract of land, bounded as abovementioned) belonging, or in anywise appertaining, 
and also all the estate, right, title, interest, property, claim, and demand, of me, the said Duperon Baby, of, in, and 
to the said tract of land, messuage and tenement, and premises of, in, and to every part and parcel thereof. 

To have and to hold the said tract of land, tenement, and premises, to the said John Reynolds, his heirs and 
assigns, for the only proper use and behoof of him, the said John Reynolds, his heirs and assigns, forever. And I, 
the said Duperon Baby, for myself, the said tract of land, messuage, tenement, and premises, against myself, my 
heirs and assigns, and according to the Indians’ grant, shall and will warrant, and forever defend, by virtue of these 


resents. 
i In witness whereof, 1, the said Duperon Baby, have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 14th day of February, 
A. D. 1787. 
D. BABY. 


Signed and sealed in the presence of 
Danret KiusmMann, 
Wivuiam Monrorton, Not. Pub. 


Registered in the Register of Detroit, pages 252, 253, by me, 
WM. MONFORTON, Recorder. 


‘Be it remembered, that I, John Reynolds, new of the river Thames, Upper Canada, have re-conveyed to James 
Baby, Esq. of Sandwich, the within mentioned premises, with all the improvements thereon, for the sum of one 
hundred pounds, New York currency; the receipt whereof I hereby acknowledge, with my hand and Seal, at Sand- 


wich, this 30th day of September, 1799. 
JOHN REYNOLDS. [1 s.] 


D. Ranson, 
Joun CISSNE. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to one hundred and sixty acres, 
part and parcel of the above claim, that is to say, four acres in front 7 forty in depth, bounded in front by the 
tork of river Rouge, called Arbres Matachés, and in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by Ambroise 
Riopel, and below by lands the residue of this claims and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall 
be No. 216; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein 
contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Antoine Baron, (No. 237,) which was postponed for consideration on the 15th 
July instants and, after having heard the argument of counsel for the claimant, it doth appear to the commissioners 
that the said Antoine Baron is nct entitled to the said tract of land, and, therefore, that his claim be rejected; and 
the same is hereby rejected. 

And then the rd adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

Tuurspay, Jey 21, 1808. 


The Board mét at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 246. D. Lasrosse.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Dominique Labrosse to a tract of land, 
‘situate on river Detroit; and the notice by him filed the 16th of July instant was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 








380 PUBLIC LANDS. [1807. 





To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: DetroiT, July 16, 1808. 


‘Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of 
land, situate on river Detroit, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, 
in rear by unconceded lands; on one side, above, by Francois Gamelin, and on the other side, below, by Alexis D. 
Labadi.: I claim and set up title by virtue of long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me, or those 


from whom I derive title. 
DOMINIQUE LABROSSE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depti, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by Francois Game- 
lin, and below by lands claimed by Alexis Descontes Labadi; whereupon, Alexis Descontes Labadi was brought 
forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant has been 
in possession and occupancy of the premises at least twenty-five years, without any interruption, and doth still 
occupy the same. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 2463; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Oflice at Detroit. 


No. 247. Antoine Lassexte, Jun.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Antoine Lasselle, Jun. to a 
tract of land, situate on river Detroit; and the notice by him filed yesterday was read in the words and figures fol - 
lowing, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroyt, July 20, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land situate on river Detroit, containing two arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, 
in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by Francois Gamelin, and on the other side by the heirs of William Mc 
Comb, deceased. _ [ claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or 


those from whom I derive title. 
ANTOINE LASSELLE, Jun. 


This tract contains, by estimation, eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front by forty in depth; is bounded 
in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, below by lands claimed by Francois Gamelin, and above by 
lands claimed by the heirs of the late Wm. McComb, deceased. 

Whereupon, Alexis Descontes Labadi was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Pierre Chene was in possession and 
occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and tenanted the same 
ever since to this day. ‘The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 


TerriroirE DE Micuiean, District du Detroit: 


Par devant les témoins soussignés furent présents Pierre Chene, Toussaint Chene, et Gabriel Chene. tous trois 
demeurants dans la paroisse de St. Anne, dans le district du Detroit, lesquels reconnoissent avoir vendu, cédé, quitté, 
transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, au Sieur Antoine Lasselle le jeune, aussi demeurant dans le 
dit district du Detroit, & ce présent acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, une terre, ou 
plantation, sise et située dans le cété du sud-ouest, dans le dit district du Detroit, et territoire de Michigan, consis- 
tante en deux arpents de front, sur quarante de,profondeur, bornée par devant par Ja riviére du Detroit, par derriére 
par les terres non concédées, au sud-ouest par la ferme de Francois Gamelin, et au nord-est par les terres apparte- 
nantes & la succession du feu William McComb; tel et ainsy que la ditte terre, ou plantation, se poursuit et comporte 
de toutes partes, circonstances et dépendances, ensemble les bitiments susconstruits, verger, clétures, excepté les 
grains a présent en terre, que les dits vendeurs se reservent pour leur usage et profit, & quoy le dit acquéreur a con- 
senti. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait ppur et moyennant la somme de treize cent pounds, 
cours de la Nouvelle York, sur laquelle somme les dits vendeurs reconnoissent avoir regu deux cent pounds en 
accompte lors et avant la passation des présentes; c’est & dire, cent pounds en argent, et cent pounds en divers effets, 
dont ils le tiennent quitté et déchargé; et pour les autres onze cent pounds le dit acquéreur promet et s’oblige de 
les payer aux dits vendeurs de Ja maniére suivante, savoir: cent pounds au ler jour de Septembre prochain, sans in- 
térét, et cent pounds chaque année suivante au ler jour de Septembre, jusqu’au parfait payement de la susditte somme 
de treize cent pounds, en payant chaque année l’intéret de six pour cent. sur toute la somme qui restera & payer. 
Et pour sureté des dits payements a les époques cy-dessus mentionnées, avec l’intérét, le dit Antoine Lasselle ade ce 
moment affecté et hypothéqué la ditte terre susvendiie au dit Pierre Chene, ses hoirs, et ayant cause d l’avenir, 
jusqu’A l’entier et parfait payement de la susditte somme de treize cent pounds, avec l’intérét légal, & les époques cy- 
dessus mentionnées, une obligation ne dérogeant & autre. Et les dits Pierre Chene, Toussaint Chene, et Gabriel 
Chene garantissent au dit Antoine Lasselle, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, la ditte terre susvendiie de 
tous dons, douaires, dettes, hypotheques. évictions, aliénations, substitutions, et de tout empéchement, et de tous 
troubles générallement quelconques. Et pour sureté de leur garantie, ils hypothéquent au dit Antoine Lasselle, ses 
hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, tous leurs biens présents et & venir, et d’une maniere particuliére, la ferme, ou pian- 
tation, que Pierre Chene a derniérement acquis du Sieur Joseph Serre, dit St. Jean, sise et située au Grand Marais, 
dans le district du Detroit, et territoire de Michigan, consistant en cing arpents de front sur quarante arpents de 
profondeur, avec les batiments susconstruits, verger, clotures, circonstances, et dépendances; cette sureté addi- 
tionelle est pour assurer le dit Antoine Lasselle, ses hoirs, et ayant cause 4 l’avenir, contre toutes prétentions des 
Sieurs Chenes, et de leurs héritiers 4 l’avenir, en vertu d’une substitution qu’on dit avoir été faitte par le sieur 
Tetard, dit Forville, de la ditte terre susvendiie & l’ainé des enfants males de la famille des dits Sieurs Chenes, et 
aussi contre une rente annuelle non rachetable de deux pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, dont la ditte terre est 
chargée; le dit Pierre Chene. et ses dits fréres, declarant par ses présentes, qu’ils entendent transferrer la ditte 
substitution et la ditte vente, sur la terre que le dit Pierre Chene a derniérement acquise du dit Joseph Serre, dit 
St. Jean, sise au Grand Marais, comme est dit cy-dessus. Au moyende ce que dessus et des autres parts, les dits 
vendeurs ont de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transportent au dit acquéreur, ses hoirs, et ayant cause 
a Vavenir, tous droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres droits, que euxmémes ou leurs descen- 
dants ont et pouvaient avoir a l’avenir; voulant et entendant que le dit acquéreur, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’ave- 
nir, enjouissent, comme d’un bien justement acquis, et qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy 
qu’il appartiendra, en vertu des présentes. Car ainsi sont conveniies les parties de bonne foy, promettant, &c. obli- 
geant, &c. renoncant, &c. Fait et passé double entre les parties au Detroit, dans le territoire de Michigan, le 9me 
jour du mois de Juillet, mille huit cent six, et les parties ont signé et scellé en présence du temoins soussignés, aprés 
que lecture a été faitte des présentes. 

‘PIERRE CHENE. [1. s.] 


TOUSSAINT CHENE. (x. +.] 
: GABRIEL CHENE. (ct. s. 
Signé, scellé, et délivré, en présence de ANTOINE LASSELLE. A s.] 
Huserr Lacrorx, 
Tu. Lecuver. 
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Territory oF Micuiean, fo wit: 


Personaily appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the justices assigned to keep the peace in the district 
of Detroit, the above named Pierre Chene, Toussaint Chene, and Gabriel Chene, grantors, and Antoine Lasselle, 
Jun., grantee, and they all acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing to be their. free and voluntary act and 
deed, for the purposes therein contained, and that as such it may be recorded. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal, at Detroit, the 9th day of July, 1806. 


PETER AUDRAIN. [1. s.] 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant _is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 247; and'that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, ond a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 248. J. & F. Lassette.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques and Francois Lasselle, to 
a tract of land on river Detroit; and the notice by them filed, on the 16th of July instant, was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, July 16, 1808. 


Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim to a tract of 
land, situate on river Detroit, containing two arpents in front by eighty arpents in depth, bounded in front by river 
Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by Joseph Beaubien, and on the other side by Alexis D. Labadi. 
We claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by us or those from whom 


we derive title. 
J.& F. LASSELLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being two arpents in front and eighty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by Alexis Descontes 
Labadi, and below by lands claimed by Joseph Beaubien. 

Whereupon, Alexis Descontes Labadi was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Joseph Livernois was in posses- 
sion and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimants, who has possessed and tenanted 
the same since that time to this day. The claimants, in support of their claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 


Terrirorre DE Micuican, District du Detroit: 


Par devant les temoins soussignés fut présent Joseph Livernois, habitant démeurant dans le district du Detroit, 
lequel a reconnu, et par ces présents reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et 4 toujours, 
promet faire jouir et garantir de tous troubles, dons, douaires, dettes, hypothéques, évictions, aliénations, substitu- 
tions, et de tout empéchement générallement quelconque, a Messieurs Jacques et Francois Lasselle, négociants, 
demeurant dans le méme district, & ce présent, et acceptant acquéreurs, pour eux, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause & 
l’avenir, une terre sise et située dans le district du Detroit, et territoire de Michigan, consistant en deux arpents de 
front sur quatre-vingt de profondeur, bornée par devant par la riviére du Detroit, et par derriére par les terres non- 
concedées, au nord-est par Alexis, dit Meniche Labadi, et au sud-ouest par Joseph Beaubien, tel et ainsy que la 
ditte terre se poursuit et s’étend de toutes parts, y compris la maison et autres batiments susconstruits, verger, clo- 
tures, &c. circonstances, et dépendances, sans par le dit vendeur en rien excépter, reserver, ny retenir, que les dits 
acquéreurs disent bien connoitre, et dont ils sont contents et satisfaits. 

Cette vente, cession, oe et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant le prix et somme de sept cent 
pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, égalle & dix-sept cent cinquante piastres, monoye légalle des Etats Unis, que le 
dit Joseph Livernois reconnoit avoir regu des dits Messrs. Jacques et Francois Lasselle, lors et avant passation des 
présentes, les en tient quitté et dechargé, ainsy que tous autres. Au moyen de, ce le dit vendeur a be ce moment * 
transporté, et par ces présentes transporte, aux dits acquéreurs, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, tous et tels 
droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres droits qu’il a et pouvait avoir sur la ditte terre, s’en dé- 
mettant, et déssaissisant & leur profit, voulant et entendant qu’ils en soient mis en bonne possession et seizine, par 
qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra, en vertu des-présentes. Car ainsy, &c. &c. 

Fait et passé au Detroit, le 27¢me jour de Mars, A. D. 1806; et le dit Joseph Livernois a signé, et scellé, en pré- 


sence de temoins, apres lecture faitte. 
; JOSEPH LIVERNOIS. [_. s.] 
Signé, scellé, et délivré en présence de Pu. Lecuyer, 
PETER AUDRAIN. 


Territory oF Micuican, District of Detroit, ss. 


Personally appeared before the undersigned, one of the justices assigned to keep the peace, in the district of 
Detroit, Joseph Livernois, the above grantor, and acknowledged the foregoing deed of bargain and sale to be his 
act and deed, for the purposes therein contained, and that as such it may be recorded. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, at Detroit, the 6th day of April, 1808. 


; PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 
Territory oF Micuican, District of Detroit, ss. 


Be it remembered, that, on this day, the 7th day of April, 1808, personally appeared before me, the under- 
signed, one of the justices assigned 10 keep the peace in the said district of Detroit, ‘Vherese Livernois, wife of the 
said Joseph Livernois, the above grantor, and acknowledged that she freely consented to the foregoing sale, and 
‘that she now relinquishes all right of dower to the same. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my seal, the day and year above written. 


PETER AUDRAIN, J.P. D.D. [1. s.] 


And ‘thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 248; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 


, . ; Fripay, July 22, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 249. Francois Bonome.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francois Bonome to a tract of 
Jand situate at the Pointe & Guinolet, on lake St. Clair, which was entered (by James and Francis Lasselle, thirty- 
fourth claim) with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 234, under the date of 
27th November, 1805. t ee 

- This tract contains, by estimation, about two hundred arpents; it being about five arpents in front by forty in 
- depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed. by’ 5 Bo 
Baptiste Vernier, dit Ladouceur, and on the other side by lands claimed by Louis Réneau, Sen.: whereupon, Jean 
Batiste Vernier, dit Ladouceur, was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 


Pp 
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deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Pierre Bonome was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, (6th June, 1801) who has possessed and tenanted the same 
since that time to thisday. And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to 
the above described tract of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 2493 and that 
he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be re- 
turned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 250. Nicnoas Parenaupe, Jun.—The Board took into consideration, the claim of Nicholas Patenaude, 
Jun. to a tract of land situated at L’ance creuse, on lake St. Clair, and the notice by him filed on the 9th instant 


was read, in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Derrorrt, July 9, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land situate on lake St. Clair, containing four arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, 
in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by Batiste Ledouceur, on the other side by Batiste Sociers. I claim and 
set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements, inade by we, or those from whom I derive title. 


NICHOLAS PATENAUDE, his x mark. 


Q . 
SIR: 


Witness, Peter AvupRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in 
depth. bounded above by Batiste Ladouceur’s lands, and below by lands claimed by Batiste Socier: whereupon, 
Jean Batiste Vernier, dit Ladouceur, was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Francois Ambroise Tremblé was in possession and 
occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he made a present of the same to the claimant, who has possessed 
and cultivated the same to this day, except during the year 1806. The claimant, in support ef his claim, exhibited 
the following piece of writing, to wit: 

Je, soussigné, Frangois Ambroise Tremblé, déclare que j’ai fait, il y 2 plusieurs années, un don pir et simple 
d’une terre, & L’ance creuse, sur le lac St. Clair, contenante quatre arpents de front sur quarante de profondeur, 
bornée d’un cété, en haut, par Batiste Ladouceur, et en bas par Batiste Socier, a Nicholas Patenaude, fils, ses 
hoirs, et ayant cause, pour toujours; cette terrea été établie en 1795 par mon pére, pour mon compte; et je consens 
et je prie les commissionaires de confirmer le titre au dit Nicholas Patenaude, fils, promettant ne le jamais troubler 
dans cette possession, ny lui, ny ses hoirs, et ayant cause. 

Fait au Detroit, le 9 Juillet, 1808. ‘ 

FRANCOIS AMBROISE TREMBLE, sa x marque. 


En présence de 
Pierre CHENE. 


Territory oF Micuican, fo wit: 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the Justices of the Peace for the District of Detroit, 
the above named Francois Ambroise Tremblé, who acknowledged the foregoing to be his act and deed for the pur- 
poses therein contained. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereanto subscribed my naine at Detroit, the 9th day of July, 1808. 
Postponed. PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
' Monpay, July 25, 1808, 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

’ No. 251. Tue wipow anp THE neEIRS oF James Anport, Esq. deceased.—The Board took into consideration 
the claim of the widow and heirs of the late James Abbott, Esq. deceased, toa tract of land situate on Detroit river, 
which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 257, under the 
date of 28th November, 1805. ; 

This tract contains, by estimation, two thousand two hundred acres, it being fifteen acres in front by one hun- 
dred and fifty in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, below by the river & la 
Carriare, and above by unconceded lands: whereupon. James Havard was brought forward as a witness in behalf 
of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, in the year 1785, he, the deponent, lived on the 
premises, as a tenant of the late James Abbott, deceased, for about one month, during which time he ploughed part 
of the Jands; that one 4dam Brown, (a Wyandot Indian Chief) ordered the deponent to move off the premises; 
and the deponent not paying any attention to this order, the brother of the blind chief of the same nation came and 
ordered the deponent to quit the premises immediately, and that, if he did not do it with a good grace, he would 
compel him to do it. The deponent left the premises the next day. ‘The deponent saith that there was at that time 
on the premises a field of about eight acres under fence, wherein one Whitaker had planted corn as a tenant of Mr. 
Abbott; that afterwards, the blind chief took possession of the premises, and planted corn on the sames that there 
was a house built, and some fruit trees planted thereon. The deponent further saith, that, if he had remainéd on 
the premises, he would have built a large house, and other necessary out-houses, agreeably to an agreement he had 
entered into with said Mr. Abbott.—Postponed. 


And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Tuespay, July 26, 1808. 





The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and there being no business, adjourned 


to to-morrow, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
; ; Wenpnespay, July 27, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 252. Tus Winow ayp Heirs or Joun Wricur, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim 
of the widow and heirs of the late John Wright, deceased, to a tract of land situate on river St. Clair, and the 
notice filed by the widow and administratrix was read, in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Derroit, June 22, 1808, 


Sir: 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim (as the widow 


and administratrix to the estate of my late husband, John Wright, deceased) to a tract of Jand situate on river St. 
Clair, containing, by estimation, one hundred and ninety arpents, it being four and three-fourths arpents in front 
by forty arpents in depth, bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded Jands, on one side by lands 
claimed by William Thorn, and on the other side by lands claimed by James Robinson. I claim and set up title 
by virtue of a long possession, occupancy, and improvements, made by my late husband, and those from whom he 


derived title. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
For the widow and administratriz of John Wright, deceased. 
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This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and ninety arpents, it being four and_ three-quarter arpents in 
front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands 
claimed by William Thorn, and on the other side by lands claimed by James RoVinson. : 

Whereupon, George Meldrum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late John Wright, deceased, was in 
possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until his death, since which time his widow and children 
have occupied the same to this day. And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners, that the claimants are 
entitled to the above described tract of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certifieate shall be No. 
252; and that they cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein con- 
tained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. ; 

No. 253. Witu1am Tuorn, Sen.—The Board took into consideration the claim of William Thorn, Sen. toa 
tract of land situate on river St. Clair, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 1, page 40, under the date of 8th January, 1805. : 

This-tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and _ ninety acres, it being seven and a quarter acres in front, 
more or less, by forty in depth, bounded. in front by river St. Clair, in rear and south by lands claimed by Alexander 
Harrow, and north by lands claimed by the widow and heirs of John Wright, deceased: whereupon, George Me!- 
drum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the clatmant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that 
previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and has continued so 


to this day. ; 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 253; and that he cause the same to be 


surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. . . ; 
And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
TuHurspay, July 28, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and there being no business, adjourned 


to to-morrow, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. : 
Fripay, July 29, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board re-considered the claim of Nicholas Patenaude, Jun. (No. 250) which was postponed on the 22d inst. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
Jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 250; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. . 
No. 254. Jacos Viscer, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacob Visger, Esq. as agent of 


William J. Teller, to a lot of ground situate on river Detroit, and the notice by him filed on the 30th June last, 


was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 
To Peter Auprain, E'sq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: 

Please take notice that I, as agent for William J. Teller, heir of the late Garret Teller, deceased, set up and 
make claim toa certain lot of ground, situate,{lying, and being in the district of Detroit, containing two hundred and 
fifty feet on the side of the public road, and on the northeast side seventy-six feet, bounded by Robert Navarre, and 
on the southeast along the Detroit river, at low water mark,- and on the southwest twenty-seven feet, bounded by 
Pierre Labadi, which I elaim, as aforesaid, by virtue of a deed previous the Ist July, 1796. 

JACOB VISGER, 4gent for William J. Teller. 


This lot of land contains, by estimation, two hundred and fifty feet, on the side of the public road, and on the 
northeast side seventy-six feet, bounded by land claimed by Robert Navarre, and on the southeast along the Detroit 
river, at low water mark, and on the southwest twenty-seven feet, bounded by land claimed by Pierre Labadi. 

Whereupon, Major Jean Baptiste Cicot was brought forward as a witness ‘in: behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the 1st July, 1796, one Amable St. Cosme, a gunsmith, was living on 
the premises as tenant, placed thereon, by the claimant, as agent of William Teller, and that he continued thereon 
about two years; that afterwards the claimant put an old man in the house, to take care of it; that some time after the 
house was blown down in a gale of winds and that since that time, the premises have remained in the charge of the 
claimant. ‘The deponent further saith, Jean Baptiste Couture purchased that lot from Porlier Benac, before Pierre 
Labadi purchased his farm adjoining said lot. ‘The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed, 


to wit: 
. Par devant Thomas Williams, écuyer, notaire au Detroit y résidant, fat présent Jean Baptiste Couture, lequel a 
réconnu‘avoir de son bon gré, et Sans aucun contrainte, vendu, cédé, quitté, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et 
i toujours, promet faire jouir et garantir de tous troubles, dons, dettes, douaires, évictions, substitutions, aliénations, 
hypothéques, et empéchement genérallement quelconque, au Sieur Gerrit Teller, négotiant, & ce présent et acceptant 
acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, un emplacement sis et situé au nord de la riviére du Detroit, contenant 
deux cent cinquante pieds de long sur le chemin du Roy, svixante et seize pieds de large au bout a |’est-nord-est, et 
vingt-sept pieds de large au bout 4 l’ouest-sud-ouest, (mésure de Paris) tenant du cété de ]’est-nord-est & la terre 
de Robert Navarre, fils,et du coté du nord-nord-ouest, au chemin du Roy; du cété du sud-sud-est & la ditte riviére, 
et & l’ouest-sud-ouest & la terre de Pierre Labadi, le dit emplacement, .ensemble les maisons et autres batiments, 
circonstances, et dépendances, et ainsi que le tout se poursuit, comporte, et s’étend de toutes parts etde fond en 
comble, sans par le dit vendeur en rien excepter, réserver, ni retenir. Cette vente ainsy faitte aux clauses et con- 
ditions susdittes et suivantes, des rentes et taxes, et droits seigneuriaux, envers sa Majesté, ou des servitudes ac- 
coutumées auxquelles peut-étre sujet Je dit emplacement; en outre pour et moyennant le prix et somme de deux 
cents pounds du cours de la Nouvelle York, cent livres de sucre sauvage, et quatre vingt dix livres de graisse, pay- 
_able comme suit, savoir: cents pontes comptant, cents pontes dans le cours de May prochain, le.sucre et graisse 
quand le dit couture en aura besoin. Pour sureté de quoy, et desquels payements, Je dit emplacement, circonstan- 
ces, et dépendances, resteront hypothéquées jusqu’a entiére satisfaction et payements. Au moyen de quoy, et de tout 
ce que dessus, le dit vendeur a transporté et transporte au dit acquéreur, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, tous droits de pro- 
riété, ou autres qu’il a ou qu’il peut avoir prétendre ou demander en et surle dit emplacement, maisons, et autres 
atiments, fonds, et tréfonds, et dont il s’est par ces présentes désaissi, démis, et dévétu au nom et profit du dit 
acquéreur, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne et paisible possession et seizine; 
ar qui et ainsy qu’il appartienda en vertu des présentes. Et pour faire insinuer le présent contrat au greffe du 
etroit, ou par tout ailleurs, ou besoin sera, les dittes parties ont élu pour leur Procureur Général et spécial le por- 
teur diceux, & qui ils donnent pouvoir d’en requérir acte. Car ainsy, &c. promettant, &c. obligeant, &c. renon- 


cant, &c, : ' . , : . , a 
. Fait et passé au Detroit l’an mil sept cent quatre vingt-trois, et le huit Octobre, et & le dit vendeur a déclaré ne 
savoir signer, mais pour le dit acquéreur il a signé avec nous notaire, lecture faitte, présence du Sieur John Cassety 


et Jacques Campeanu, fils, lesquels ont signé comme témoins, faute d’un second notaire. 
JEAN BAPTISTE COUTURE, sa x marque. 


JOHN Casery, 
Jacques CAaMPEAU. 
T. WILLIAMS, Notare 


Enregistré au greffe du Detroit, en le registre No. 2, pages 311 et 314, par moy. 
Postponed. T. WILLIAMS, Greffier. 
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The Board reconsidered the third claim of James Baby, Esq. (No. 218.) . ; 

Whereupon, Antoine Jubainoille was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, he was living on the farm of Major Jean Baptiste Cicot, 
with one Leclerc, on the southwest side of river Rouge; that, at that time, there was an old building on the premises 
now under consideration, with a shed for a calash, a well had been dug, and that there were pickets and rails round 
a piece of ground. The deponent further saith, that he always understood that the premises were in the possession 
of the said Jean Baptiste Cicot. Alexis Labadi, another witness, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous 
to the 1st July, 1796, there was on the premises an old building used by Mr. Cicot to keep his hogs in; there was 
a shed for his calash, and a field of about one arpent, and one quarter of an arpent was fenced in, and that from that 
time to this day said Cicot had gradually increased his cultivation—Postponed. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

Saturpay, July 30, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 


to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
_ REUBEN ATTWATER, 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 
Detroit, July 30, 1808. 


No. 9. 


Transcript of the minutes of the proceedings of the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, from the 1st 
day of Jugust to the 31st day of same month, inclusively, 1808. 


Monpay, 4ugust 1, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being jno business, ad- 
journed to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. ; 
Tuespay, dugust 2, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


The Board took into consideration the claim of Meldrum and Park to three tracts of land, situate in the district 
of Detroit, and the notice by them filed on the 22d July last was read, in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Territory or Micuican, District of Detroit: 


To Perer Auprain, Esq. Register of the U. S. Land Office at Detroit, in the district and territory aforesaid. 
Sir: Derroit, July 22, 1808. 


We do hereby make entry and claim the following tracts of land in your district, to wit: Ist. one tract of about 
six hundred acres, situate on the north side of the river Raisins, and bounded in front by said river, on the west 
side by lands of James and Francois Lasselles, thence, running along river Raisins, until it strikes the shore on lake 
Erie, and bounded in rear by said lake, including a small island called island. 

2d. A tract lying and being at Grosse Pointe, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, on the southwest by Nicholas 
Patenaude, and on the northeast by the widow Crequi, running back forty acres. . 

3d. Also, one tract of improved land of about six hundred and forty acres, upon the north side of the said river 
St. Clair, of about twenty acres in front by thirty or thirty-one in depth, bounded on the south side by a small creek | 
called Mill creek, and on the north by a certain other improved farm, belonging to the claimants. 


For Metprum and Park, 





GEORGE MELDRUM. 


No. 255. Metprum and Pargk.—The tract No. 3 contains, by estimation, about six hundred and forty acres, it 
being twenty acres in front by thirty or thirty-one in depth, is situate on the north side of river St. Clair, is bound- 
= on the south side by a small creek, commonly called Mill creek, and on the north by lands claimed by the said 
claimants. 

Whereupon, Jean Marie Beaubien, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimants were in possession and occupancy 
of the premises; that, in the year 1790, apple trees were planted, houses were built, and a saw mill was erected, 
about three or four arpents were in cultivation, and that since the year 1796, to this day, the claimants have pos- 
sessed and caused the premises to be occupied and cultivated without any interruption.—Postponed. 


No. 256. THe netrs oF Wititam M’Comp, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the fourth claim of 
the heirs of the late William M’Comb, deceased, to wit, John, William, and David M’Comb, to an island called 
Hog island, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 354, 
under the date of the 2d of December, 1805. ‘This island contains, by estimation, seven hundred and four acres, 
is situate in the strait, about three miles above the city of Detroit. ' 

Whereupon, George Meldrum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, in the year 1793, the late William M’Comb was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he died, since which time to this day the premises have been cultivated by tenants 
placed thereon by one of the executors of the last will and testament of the said William M’Comb.—Postponed. 


No. 257. Tue HEerrs oF Witt1am M’Coms, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the twelfth claim of 
the heirs of the late William M’Comb, deceased, to wit, John, William, and David M’Comb, to a tract of land 
situate on river Detroit, at a place called Grand Marais, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 354, under the‘date of 2d December, 1805. This tract contains, by estima- 
tion, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in depth; bounded in front by river 
Detroit, imrear by unconceded lands, northeast by lands now claimed by Pierre Chene, and southwest by lands 
claimed by Charles Chovin, Sen. 

Whereupon, George Meldrum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, the late William M’Comb was in possession and tenanted the premises from 
the year 1783 until he died, since which time, to this day, one of the executors of the last will and testament of the 
said William M’Comb has caused the premises to be kept in constant cultivation, by tenants placed thereon by 
him.—Postponed. 


No. 258. Grecor McGrecor.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gregor McGregor to a tract of 
land situate at Grosse Pointe on lake St. Clair, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 36, under the date of 14th February, 1805. This tract contains, by estimation, 
two hundred and forty acres, it being six acres in front by forty in depth; bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in 
908 by unconceded lands, northeast by lands claimed by Alexander Grant, and southwest by lands claimed by Mrs. 

eaume. 

Whereupon, George Meldrum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession of the premises, and 
tenanted the same, and has continued so to this day. 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above. described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 258; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land. therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 218. James Basy, reconsidered.—The Board reconsidered the claim of James Baby, Esq. (No. 218:) where- 
upon Thomas Smith, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Jean Batiste Cicot had a small house, or a hog-pen, and he 
believed a well, on the premises; that Major Cicot has a been in possession from that time, and that he knows 
of no person having claim to the premises except Baby; and that Mr. Baby, or some one of the family, claimed the 
said tract of land by virtue of an Indian deed. _ At this time Jean Batiste Cicot owned a farm on the opposite side 
of the river, on which he or some one of his family lived. 

Question by Sol. Sibley.—Did you consider the improvements thus made by Cicot as a convenience or as a dis- 
tinct improvement, having no connexion with the farm or ferry? 

Answer.—I think it was both for improvement and convenience. 

The deponent doth not recollect that Cicot ever told him, previous to the year 1796, that he had any claim to the 
land in question. ‘The deponent, at the request of Mr. Baby, surveyed the land eight or nine years ago, and Cicot 
furnished the hands to help him to survey; that, at that time, there was the same improvements as existed previous 
to 1796, that is, a shed for horses; that there was not at the time of the survey any fields or enclosures, but that there 
was a kind of abbattis or brush fence, between this land and the land, of the Northwest Company, made by Cicot, 
as he understood from Mr. Cicot. He further saith that, at the time of the survey, he does not believe that any 
field or enclosures had been made on the tract in question. For the caveat entered by Jean Batiste Delille against 
this claim, see page 387.—Postponed. ; ; 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 

WepneEspay, August 3, 1808. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


The Board re-considered the twelfth claim of John, William, and David McComb, (No. 257,) which was post- 
poned yestesday for consideration. ue 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the said tract of land, and 
that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 257; and that they cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of Jand therein contained, tu be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. — 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

Tuurspay, August 4, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No, 259. THE wipow AnD HEIRs oF Isaac Ganter, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of the 
widow and heirs of Isaac Garnier, deceased, to a tract of land situate on river Rouge, and the notice by them filed 
with the Register of the Land Office, on the 6th of July last, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Aupratn, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: Derrorr, 6/h July, 1808. 


Take notice, that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of land, 
situate’ on river Rouge, containing two acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Rouge, in rear by un- 
located lands, on one side by the land of Capt. Nelson, on the other by lands of John Shaw. I claim and set up title 
for myself and my children, by virtue of possession and occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from 


whom I derive title. 
Widow of GANIER, her x mark, 
Jor self and her children. 


This tract contains, by estimation, eighty acres, it being two acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in front 
by pid a in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by Capt. Nelson, and below by lands claimed 
by John Shaw. 

Whereupon, James May, Esquire, was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Robert Gowie was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to John Shaw, who sold to the late Isaac Ganier, deceased, who occupied 
the same until he died, since which time, the widow and children have occupied and cultivated the same to this day. 
The claimants, in support of their claim, exhibited the following deed, viz. : 


TerriToire DE Micuican, District du Detroit: 


Par devant le témoin soussigné fut présent John Shaw, du district du Detroit, lequel a reconnu avoir vendu, 
cédé, transporté, et délaissé,dés maintenant et 4 toujours, promet faire jouir et garantir de tous troubles, dons, dou- 
aires, hypotheques, et de tout empéchement générallement quelconque, (excepté les droits du Gouvernement des 
Etats Unis,) & Isaac Ganier, tonnellier, demeurant au Detroit, a ce présent acceptant, pour Jui, ses hoirs, et ayant 
cause i l’avenir, deux acres de terre, sise et située sur la riviere Rouge, dans le Detroit, et territoire de Michigan, 
sur quarante acres de profondeur; bornée devant par la ditte riviére Rouge, en haut par la terre du Capitaine Jona- 
than Nelson, et en bas par la terre du dit vendeur, ensemble les batiments susconstruits, etc., lesquels deux acres 
sont partie d’une plantation de quatre acres de front sur quarante de profondeur, achetée par le dit John Shaw de 
Robert Gowie, par contrat passé au Detroit, le 25 Avril, 1800, enrégistré au gretfe du Detroit, dans le livre No. 1, 
page 405; tel et ainsy que les deux acres se poursuivent et comportent de toutes parts, circonstances, et dépendances, 
que le dit acquéreur dit bien connoitre, et dont il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et en échange d’une maison et lot sise et située sur 
la commune du Detroit, communément appellée domaine, par contrat passé ce jour, et exécuté par le dit Isaac 
Ganier au dit John Shaw. Au moyen de quoy, le dit John Shaw a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes 
transporte au dit Isaac Ganier, ses hoirs, et ayant cause A l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, 
actions, et tous autres droits, qu’il a et pouvoit avoir sur les dits deux acres susvendus, voulant et entendant qu’il en 
soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra, en vertu des présentes. 

Fait et passé au Detroit, le vingtiéme jour du mois de Mars, en I’an de nétre Seigneur mil huit cent six; et le 
dit John Shaw a signé et scellé aprés lecture faitte. 

JOHN SHAW. (1. s.) 


Signé et délivré en présence de 
Perer Auprain, J. P. D. D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 259; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a _< of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 260. Exyan Brusu.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Elijah Brush, Esq. to a tract of land 

situate at a place called Prairie Ronde, near the river Rouge, which was entered with the former Commissioners of 
the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 419, under the date of the 14th December, 1805. 

’ This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred acres, it being five acres in front by eighty in depth; bounded in 

front by lands claimed by Matthew Ernest and John Harvey at the distance of forty acres from river Detroit, south- 
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west by lands claimed by Joseph Livernois, and northeast by lands claimed formerly by Matthew Ernest, and in 
rear by unlocated lands. 

Whereupon, Louis Barthe was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, about seventeen years ago, he, the deponent, lived on the premises, and remained thereon 
eight years as agent of Mr. John Askin; and that, during that time, he caused a house to be built, and about twenty 
acres cultivated and under fence; that after he left the premises, Mr. Askin placed thereun a negro man called Ben, 
who remained thereon until Mr. Askin sold to claimant. Alexis Descontes Labadi, being also sworn, deposed and 
said, that the premises have always been cultivated and under fence, and are now so, and taken care of by Joseph 
Livernois. . 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
Jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 260; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 261. THE wipow anp HEIRS OF JEAN Batiste Creaqut, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the 
claim of the widow and heirs of Jean Barisre Crequr, deceased, to a tract of land situate on Jake St. Clair, and 
the notice by them filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, .7ugust 4, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, my claim, for myself and 
my children, toa tract of Jand situate on lake St. Clair, containing one arpent tn front by forty in depth; bounded 
in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by Joseph Ellair, and on the other side by Mel- 
drum and Park. I claim and set up title, by virtue of possession and occupancy, and improvements made by me on 
those from whom I derive title. 
MADELEINE, widow of Jean Batiste Crequi, her x mark, 
Sor self and her children. 


This tract contains, by estimation, forty arpents, it being one arpent in front by forty in depths bounded in front 
by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by Meldrum and Park, and on the 
other side by lands claimed by Joseph Ellair. 

Whereupon, George Meldrum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimants were in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and have cultivated the same to this day, without any interruption. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of ‘land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 261; and that they cause the same 
to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 


of the Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 262. Mextprum and Parx.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Meldrum and Park to a tract of 
land situate on lake St. Clair, and the notice by them filed this day was read in the words and figures following, 


to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. ° 
Sir: Derroit, 4ugust 4, 1808. 


Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, our claim toa tract of 
land situate on lake St. Clair, containing two arpents in front by forty in depths bounded in front by lake St. 
lair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by widow Crequi and children, and on the other 
side by Nicholas Patenaude. We claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made 

by us or those from whom we derive title. 
For Metprum anp Park 


GEORGE MELDRUM. 


This tract contains, by estimation, eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in 
front by Jake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by widow Crequi and children, 
and on the other side by lands claimed by Nicholas Patenaude. 

Whereupon, widow Crequi was brought forward as a witness in behaif of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimants were in possession and occupancy of the prem- 
ises, and have continued so to this day, by causing the same to be constantly cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 262; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

And the Board adjourned to to-morrow at nine in the forenoon. : 
; Fripay, Jugust 5, 1808. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of James Baby, Esq. (No. 218.) 

Whereupon, John Cissne was brought forward as a witness for Jean Batiste Delille, (in support of the caveat en- 
tered by him 2d August instant,) who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that there was ashed and a hog-pen 
erected cpposite the house of Cicot, but does not remember whether it was previous to 1796, or after; that the shed 
was made of four poles stuck into the ground with cross sticks on the top, and straw put over the same; that the 
hog-pen was small, and made apparently for the purpose of fattening hogs; that in the year 1798, or 1799, there was 
no fence or enclosures made on the premises, and that the year after a fence was put up on part of it. The depo- 
nent further saith that the shed was built for the purpose of putting a calash under it, as there was not then any flat 
to cross the river in, but only a canoe. 

Joseph Baron, sen. being sworn, deposed and said, that, before and after the arrival of the Americans, he has 
mowed hay on the tract of land in question, without ever having asked the permission of any person; that, he never 
saw any enclosures previous to the arrival of the Americans, but that he has seen some since; that six or seven years 
ago Major Cicot prevented him chopping firewood, saying that the land was his, and he had it by exchange from Mr. 


Baby. 

; Boats Leferté, sen. being sworn, deposed and said, that. previous to the arrival of the Americans, he had per- 
mission of the late Duperon Baby, deceased, father to the claimant, to cut on the premises what hay he wanted, and 
that, since the Americans have been here, he has-‘cut hay with the permission of Francis and James Baby, and during 


the time he was cutting, he saw no buildings or enclosures on the premises. 
Jean Batiste Lebeau being sworn, deposed and said, that, about thirteen or fourteen years ago, he saw a shed for 


a calash, and a small enclosure round it of about three or four pannels of fence. 
Jean Batiste Dufour being sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, there was on the 
premises a shed fora calash, and asmall house in decay, with about three quarters of an arpent enclosed, but under 


no cultivation, 
Antoine Lefranc, being sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, there was a shed for a 


calash, and a small house without a chimney, with about an arpent, and perhaps a little more, enclosed. 
Pierre Leblanc, being sworn, gave the same evidence as Antoine Lefranc. 
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Francois Gobeye, being sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the arrival of the Americans, he cut his hay on 
the premises without the permission of any body. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, ‘at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Sarurpay, Jugust 6. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of James Baby, Esq. (No. 218.) 

Charles Chovin, being sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the arrival of the Americans, he cut hay 
on the premises without permission, but has not cut any since; that he saw a shed for a calash made of four posts, 
and covered with straw, but doth not know whether it was previous to the Americans coming to this country, or 
afters that when he, the deponent, helped Delille to cart his rails, he saw rails spread on the ground here and there, 
two or three in one place prepared for a fence, as he was told by Major Cicot. 

Alexis Delille, being sworn, deposed and said, that, to the best of his knowledge, in 1798, or 1799, that part of 
the premises next to the lands of the Northwest Company was vacant; that, in the year following, Major Cicot enclo- 
sed a small field opposite to his farms that, at that time Major Cicot employed the deponent to. go and purchase of 
Mr. Baby the whole tract, and that it should be divided between Cicot and the deponent; that between six and seven 
years ago, Jean Batiste Delille, brother to the deponent, began to improve and cultivate that part of the tract on 
which he now lives, and that, previous to that time, no improvements had been made thereon before. 

Bernard Campeau, being sworn, deposed and said, that he never saw any ,improvements on the premises pre- 
vious to the Ist of July, 17963 that, in the year 1797, he went and lived on the opposite side of the river Rouge, aud 
had a full view of the premises in question; that there was on the premises, previous to the arrival of the Ameri- 
cans, a shed for a calash, a kind of a hog-pen, with three or four pannels of fence around it; that he himself, and 
several of his neighbors on the opposite side of the river, were in the habit of erecting similar sheds and pens on the 
Detroit side of the river, for the convenience of their farms on the other side; that 1t is about ten years since Mr. 
Cicot began to improve, enclose, and cultivate the tand in questions that when he, the deponent, went to live on said 
river, the general opinion was that Mr. Baby was the owner of the premises; and that, one year after he came to the 
said river, Major Cicot told him that the land was his, as he had got it from Baby by exchange. The deponent 
turther saith that the report was, that Baby had got the land by virtue of an Indian deed. 

Antoine Baron, being sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the arrival of the Americans, he never saw any 
improvements on the premises; that, to the best of his knowledge, Major Cicot began to improve and cultivate the 
pretiises about eight or nine years ago; that frem 1795, to this day, he was in the habit of coming often to Detroit, 
and always crossed the river Rouge at Cicot’s ferry, and that, previous to the time he mentioned, he never saw any 
improvements on the premises.—Postponed. ; 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 

Monpay, 4ugust 8, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment, and there being no business, adjourned 


to to-morrow at nine in the forenoon. 
Tuespay, 4ugust 9, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim ef James Baby (Esq. No. 218.) 

Widow Marie Anne André, being sworn, deposed and said, that, between fourteen and fifteen years ago she 
was living on the river Rouge on a farm now occupied by Charles Labadi, and that, at that time. there was on the 
premises in question a shed fora calash, and a small field enclosed, and in cultivation, as also a small building 
in which Major Cicot kept his hogs, and occasionally put his horse. 

Angelique Bourassa, being sworn; deposed and said, that, about fourteen or fifteen years ago, she was living on 
river Raisins, and,in coming to Detroit to get one of her children christened, she crossed river Rouge from the 
farm of Major Cicot, where one Leclerc was then living asa tenant, and that she perfectly recollects to have 
seen on the premises in question a shed for a calash, and a small building erected; and that at a little distance she 
saw a small field enclosed, and cultivated, in which there were pumpkins, and some Indian corn.—Postponed. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, 4ugust 10, 1808. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 263, W.Conner.—The Board took into consideration the claim of William Conner toa tract of land 
situate on river Huron, on the north side of said river. and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words 


and figures following, to wit: 


Terrirory or MicuiGan: 
To the Register of the United States Land Office at Detroit in the territory aforesaid. 
Derroirt, 4ugust 10, 1808. 


You will please take notice, and enter in your office my claim to a tract of land of twelve acres in front by 
fifty in depth, situate on the north side of ‘river Huron in said district, bounded on the upper side by the lands of 
John Askin, Jun. and on the lower by those of James Conner, in front by the river, and in rear by the lands of 
the United States, being, in all, about six hundred acres, which I hold and claim by virtue of a long and uninter- 


rupted possession and improvement. 
E. BRUSH, 
Attorney for Wm. Conner. 


‘This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred acres, it being twelve acres in front by fifty in depth, bounded 
in front by river Huron, in rear by unconceded lands, on the upper side by lands claimed by John Askin, Jun. and 
below by lands claimed by James Conner. 

Whereupon, Jacob Baker was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, about thirteen or fourteen years ago, he was on river Huron, and saw some improvements 
made on the premises, to wit: a fence around, about one and a half acre, but there was no land cultivated; some 
brushes were cut down by way of clearing; the deponent understood then that those improvements were made for 
William Conner. 

James Conner, another witness, being sworn. deposed and said, that, about thirteen years ago, this tract of 
land was given to the claimant by his father; that he, the deponent, then did, with the help of his brothers, cut down 
timber, and erected a small house on the premises; that two years after, on his return from the Indian country, he 
saw about two acres of land under fence; and that,about four years ago, he, the deponent, took possession, under his 
brother, of the said tract of land, and has continued to this day.—Postponed. 


Sir: 


Caveat of Jean Batiste Delille, against the claim of James Baby, Esq. (No. 218,) filed od of August, as follows, 
to wit: 

To the Commissioners of the United States Land Office, at Detroit, in the District of Detroit. 

John Batiste Delille comes before the said commissioners and enters his caveat against the claim of James Baby 
to so much of a certain tract of land situated on the west side of river Rouge, and lying ina bend of the said river 
Rouge, between a lot owned by the Northwest Company and the lands of James McGill, being, by estimation, about 
three hundred acres, *‘ as in the notice filed with the Register of the said Land Office is described and set forth, 
as he, the said John Batiste Delille, has occupied and improved for his own benefit, and at his own expenses and 
charges, to wit: seven acres in front upon said river Rouge, and extending back at right angles therefrom, to the 
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line of said McGill, bounded on the upper side by lands improved by Pierre Riopel, and on the other side by lands 
improved by Jean Batiste Cicot; because the said John Baptist Delille saith that he commenced his improvements 
upon said tract of land more than six years past, and has continued to improve and occupy the same, in his ow: 
right, to this day, and that he has made valuable improvements upon said tract of land in houses. buildings, and fences, 
and that he is the head of a family; and, by the provision of the third section ofan act entitled ** Anact, supplemental 
to an act regulating the grants of land in the territory of Michigan,” he, the said John Batiste Delille, is entitled to 
a preference in becoming the purchaser of said tract of land so by him occupied and improved, as above set forth, 
in pursuance of the said section; therefore, the said John Batiste Delille prays time may be granted him for a hear- 
ing before said commissioners, and that he may have the privileges of subpoenas for witnesses, by which to show his 
own right, as well as disprove the right and pretensions of said James Baby to said tract of land, &c. 


For Joun Barisre Dextiie, 
: SOL. SIBLEY., Attorney. 
Detroit, 4ugust 2, 1808. 

And then the, Board adjourned to to-morrow, nine in the forencon. ‘iain ii 


re SSN . Tuurspay, Jugust 11, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 264. Isaac 'Topp.—The Board took into consideration the fifth claim of Isaac Todd to a lot of ground at 
Grand Marais, on river Detroit, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, 
in vol. 1, page 123, under the date of the 19th of November, 1805. 

This tract contains nearly five acres square, bounded northeast by lands claimed by Gabriel St. Obin, in front 
by river Detroit, in rear and southwest by the heirs of Cardinal. 

Whereupon, Louis Barthe was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn. 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, John Askin, Esq. possessed and tenanted the premises, and 
continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has tenanted the same to this day. 

‘And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 264; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. ; 


No. 265. James McGitt.—The Board took into consideration the fourth claim of James McGill. to a lot of 
greund on the northeast side of the town of Detroit, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit in vol. 1, page 134, under the date of 19th of November, 1805. ‘This lot contains, by estimation, 
thirteen thousand five hundred feet, French measure, it being forty-five feet in front, by three hundred in depth; 
bounded ia front by river Detroit, in rear and northeast by land claimed by the heirs of the late Francois Gouin. 
and on the southwest by lands claimed by Antoine Dequindre, Esquire. 

Whereupon, Louis Barthe was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the ist of July, 1796, John Askin, Esq. possessed and tenanted the premises. 
and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has tenanted the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is ,entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 265; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 266. Isaac Topp.—The Board took into consideration the fourth claim of Isaac Todd to a tract of land 
on Prairie Ronde, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page — 
124, under the date of 19th of November, 1805. . This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and twenty 
arpents, it being six arpents in front by seventy in depth, bounded in front by the rear of lands claimed by the 
claimant, and by the wind mill lands, on the northeast by lands claimed by Joseph Livernois, and on the southwest 
by lands claimed by James McGill: whereupon, Joseph Livernois was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the 
n Areva who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, John Askin, Esq. was 
in possession and tenanted the premises, and continued so until 1801; that, the deponent has cultivated the prem- 
ises these two years past; and that, since Mr. Askin left the premises, he has always kept the fences in repair. 

Joseph Chamberlain, being sworn, deposed and said, that he lived on the premises, in 1801, as a tenant of Mr. 
Askin, and that one Coleman tenanted the same the year following. —Postponed. " 


No. 267. Isaac Topp.—The Board teok into consideration the first_claim of Isaac Todd to a tract of land on 
river Detroit, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land, Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 124 
under the date of 19th of November, 1805. This tract. contains, by estimation, three hundred and fifty arpents. 
being seven arpents in front by fifty in depth; bounded in front by river Detroit, and in rear, northeast, and south- 
west, by lands claimed by James McGill; whereupon, Jacob Visger was brought forward as a witness in behalf of 
the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the year 1796, John Askin, Esq. was in 
possession and tenanted the premises, and cultivated the lands, by causing ditches to be cut, and a bridge to be 
erected, for the purpose of making meadow land; as the ground does not admit of any other cultivation, the pre- 
mises have always been used as meadows, without any enclosures. —Postponed. 


No. 268. Isaac Topp.—The Board took into consideration the second claim of Isaac Todd, to a tract of land 
on river Detroit, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 
124, under the date of 19th of November, 1505. This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred arpents, it being 
six arpents in front by fifty in depth; bounded in front by the river Detrait, in rear by lands claimed by Joseph 
Livernois, southwest by lands claimed by James McGill, and northeast by Jands claimed by Louis Barthes where- 
upon, Joseph Livernois was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed 
and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, John Askin, Esq. was in possession and occupancy of the premises: 
that there were no improvemeats thereon, and that Mr. Askin always made use of it for pasture, and for cutting 
fire wood and hay; the land is sandy, wet,and unfit for cultivation. —Postponed. ‘ 


No. 269. Isaac Topp.—The Board took into consideration the third claim of Isaac Todd, to a tract of land 
situate on river Detroit, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1 
page 124, under the date of 19th of November, 1805. This tract contains, by estimation, seventy-six arpents, it 

ing two arpents in front by thirty-eight in depths is bounded in front by what is called the wind mill lands, at the 
distance of twelve arpents from the river Detroit, in rear by lands claimed by Livernois and Barthe, northeast by 
lands claimed by John Harvey, and southwest by Jands claimed by the claimant; whereupon, Joseph Livernois was 
brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to 
the Ist of July, 1796, John Askin, Esq. was in possession and occupancy of the premises; that there are no im- 

rovements thereon; and that Mr. Askin always made use of it for pasture, and for cutting fire wood and hay; the 
and is sandy, wet, and unfit for cultivation.—Postponed. : 


No. 270. James McGiutt.—The Board took into consideration_the second claim of James McGill, to a tract of 
jand situate on river Detroit, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
vol. 1, page 124, under the date of 19th of November, 1805. ‘This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred 
arpents, it being six arpents in front by fifty*in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, northeast and southwest by 
lands claimed by Isaac Todd, and in rear by lands claimed by the claimant: whereupon, Jacob Visger, Esq. was 
brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the premises 
were improved a long time before 1796, but doth know that no improvements have been made ‘since that time, nor 
is there any on the premises at present; the land is only fit for producing fire wood and hay.—Postponed. , 


No 271. Joun Askin, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Askin, Esq. to a lot of ground 
on river Detroit, and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, to wit: ° 
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To the Register of the Land ce at Detroit. 
; 8 f Op AvuaustT 11, 1808. 
John Askin, Sen. claims an acre of ground, on which there was formerly a house and_garden; its situation 
at what is called the race ground, and bordering on the Detroit rivers; bounded northeast by John Harvey, and in 
the rear by the same, and on the southwest by what is called the wind mill lands, claimed by . 
; JOHN ASKIN. 


This lot of ground contains one square acre, bounded iu front by river Detroit, northeast and rear by John Har- 
vey, southwest by what is called the wind mill lands. | 

been ope Alexis Labadi was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession of the premises, and that, 
in 1797 or 1798, the house was demolished, and that, since that time, has remained open, and used as a pasture. 
—Postponed. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Jacob Visger, Esq., as agent of William Teller, (No. 254,) which was post- 
poned the 29th of July last. 

Whereupon, Alexis Labadi was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that Jean Batiste Couture, the father, lived on this lot of ground before Pierre Labadi purchased 
the farm on which he now lives at least three or four years; that, five or six years ago, the house was blowed down. 

Jacob Visger, Esq. being sworn, deposed and said, that, after the house was blowed down, the heirs of William 
Teller requested him to keep possession of the premises; and that he has kept possession from that time to this day. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

Frupay, August 12, 1808. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to to- 
morrow, at twelve o’clock at noon. 
‘ ; Saturpay, August 13, 1808. 
The Board met at twelve o’clock at noon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 272. THE HErrs oF WiLi1AM Rozertson, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim. of the 
heirs of the late William Robertson, deceased, to a tract of land, situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice filed 
by E. Brush, their attorney, on the 10th of August instant, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


‘TerriTorY oF MICHIGAN: 


To the Register of the United Staies’ Land Office at Detroit, in the territory aforesaid. 
Sir: Detrotr, 4ugust10, 1808. 


You will please take notice that I enter and claim for the heirs of William Robertson, deceased, a certain 
tract of land, of three acres in front and rear by one hundred in depth, situate on lake St. Clair, and bounded in 
front by said lake, on the northeast by lands now claimed by St. Bernard, and on the southwest by Francois 
Tremblé, in the rear by the lands of the United States, which is held and claimed by virtue of a long and uninter- 
rupted possession and improvement by the ancestor of the claimants. 





E. BRUSH, 
Attorney for the heirs of William Robertson. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred acres, it being three acres in front, by one hundred in depth, 
bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by Jands claimed by St. Ber- 
nard, southwest by Francois Tremblé. 

Whereupon, William Grosbeck was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that the premises above described are part of a tract which he, the deponent, purchased 
formerly from the Indians, and which he afterwards sold to the late William Robertson, by deed of indenture, exe- 
cuted on the 15th of January, 1796, (was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
book No. 2, page 111, under the date of the 20th of February, 1805,) before which last conveyance, and soon after he 
purchased from the Indians, in the year 1780, he, the deponent, made the first improvements on the premises, by 
putting tenants on it, who remained thereon three or four years: after which, he agreed to sell this. tract to George 
Baker, now deceased, for the sum of one hundred pounds, but no writing passed between them; that Baker contin- 
ued on the la’ d several years, but failed in making any payments; that Baker afterwards sold his improvements to 
one L’Esperance, as the deponent was informed; the deponent was further informed by Baker that L’Esperance was 
to pay to him, the deponent, the one hundred pounds. The deponent further saith, that, about’ three years ago, 
he found this tract of land vacant, and, by the permission of Jean Batiste Marsac, (who now claims it) and also by 
the permission of the late William Robertson’s agent, he went to live on it, and has continued so until this day, 
without paying rent to either party. —Postponed. 


No. 273. Nicnoias Patenope, Sen.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Nicholas Patenode, senior, 
toa tract of land on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, 


to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, 4ugust 13, 1808. 


Please take notice that [ claim title to a tract of land, in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
the northeast side of lake St. Clair, containing, by estimation, twenty-four arpents, it being three arpents in front 
by about eight in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, on the southwest by lands 
claimed by Robinson and Martin, and on the northeast by lands claimed by Meldrum and Park. I claim title by vir- 
tue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me in. 1758, and continued to this date. 


NICHOLAS PATENODE, his x mark. 





Witness, C. CLEMENs. 


This tract contains, by estimation, twenty-four arpents, it being three arpents in front by eight in depth, 
bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, southwest by Robinson and Martin, northeast by 
Meldrum and Park. 

Whereupon, Michael Monet was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, for at least thirty years past, the claimant has possessed and occupied the premises to, this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 273; and that he cause, the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at eight in the forenoon. 


Monpay, August 15, 1808. 


. The Board metat eight o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjou rnment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next,.at eight in the forenoon. 
Wenpnespay, Jugust 17, 1808, 
The Board met at eight o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at eight in the forenoon. 
50 Pp 
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Tuurspay, August 18, 1808. 
The Board met at eight o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of the heirs of William Robertson, deceased, (No. 272,) which was postponed 
on Thursday the 13th instant. 

Whereupon, Louis Billou, dit L’Esperance, a witness, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, about nineteen 
years ago, he, the deponent, purchased of Jacob Baker the improvements which he had made on the premises under 
consideration, for fifty-five pounds, New York currency, which he paid said Baker, but that he never assumed and 
promised to pay to William Robertson, nor William Grosbeck, nor any body else, any further sum of money for the 
account of Bakers; that, at the time the jdeponent took possession of the premises, there was a very sinall hut in 
bad order, and about one and a half arpents enclosed and cultivated; and the deponent acknowledges to have received 
of Jean Batiste Maresac a full consideration for the premises, to wit, a plantation which he has received in exchange, 
situate on the British side of river Detroit, on which he now lives. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at eight in the forenoon. 

Fripay, 4ugust 19, 1808. 


The Board met at eight o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 274. ‘THomas Knacos.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Thomas Knaggs to a tract of land on 
the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Cummissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, 
in vol. 1, page 73, under the date of January 14, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hun- 
dred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, east by lands claimed by 
Whitinore Knaggs, and west by lands claimed by Joseph Chene. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day without any interruption. 

And thereupon itdoth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 274; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 


No. 275. James Knaces.—The Board took into consideration the claim of James Knaggs to a tract of land, situ- 
ate on river Raisins; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Derroirt, August 19, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, containing two and one-fourth arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded 
infront and north by said river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by the farm of Hyacinte Lajoye, on the 
other side by Jean Baptiste Leblanc. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements 
made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
For James Knaaes, 


THOMAS KNAGGS. 


This tract contains, by estimation, ninety arpents, it being two arpents and one-fourth of an arpent in front by 
forty in depth, is bounded north and in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by lands claimed 
by eadite Lajoye, and on the other side by lands claimed by Jean Baptiste Leblanc. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Simon Jacob was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until the 9th of August, when he sold to the claimant; since which time, the said Simon 
Jacob has continued to live on the premises as a tenant to the claimant. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 


Terrirory or Micnican, District of Erie, to wit: 


Know all men by these presents, that I, Simon Jacob, of the river Raisins, in the district of Erie, and territory 
of Michigan, for and in consideration of one hundred and fifty dollars, good and lawful money of the United States 
of America, to me in hand paid by James Knaggs, of the river, district, and territory aforesaid, the receipt whereof 
\ do-hereby acknowledge, have sold, bargained, transferred, and confirmed, and by these presents do sell. bargain, 
transfer, and confirm, unto the said James Knaggs, his heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, all my right, 
title, claim, and interest, in and to a certain farm, lot, or parce! of land, situated, lying, and being on the south side 
of said river Raisins, bound as follows, to wit: north and front by said river Raisins, on the west side by the farm and 
tenements of Yessaint Lajoye, on the east side by a farm claimed by Jean Batiste Leblanc, in rear by vacant lands, 
consisting of, or containing, by estimation, two and one-fourth arpents in front, by forty arpents in depth: to have 
and to hold the said farm, lot, or parcel of land, with the house, out-house, barn, stable, fences, and all and every 
of the appurtenances and privileges thereunto in anywise belonging, to the said James Knaggs, his heirs, executors, 
administrators, and assigns, forever. And I, the said Simon Jacob, do by these presents warrant and forever defend 
the said premises against the claim of myself, my heirs, executors, and assigns, against all judgments, bonds, mort- 
gages, or obligations, whatever, and against the claim of all person or persons whatever, the claim of the Government 
of the United States of America only excepted. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name, or, not knowing how to write myself, [ have caused 
my name to be written, made my common mark, and have hereunto affixed my seal, at river Raisins aforesaid, this 


ninth day of August, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and eight. ? 
SIMON JACOB, his x mark. [L.s.] 


Signed, sealed, and delivered, after being duly read and understood, 
in the presence of 
Joun Bursank, 
Joun Paxton. 


Territory oF Micuican, District of Erie, to wit: 


_ Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the Justices of the Peace in and for the district of Erie, 
Simon Jacob, the within subscriber, who acknowledged the within to be his own free and voluntary act and deed. 


Given under my hand, at river Raisins, the 9th day of August, 1808. 
CHRISTOPHER TUTTLE, J. P. D. £. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 275; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to he returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at eight in the forenoon. 
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Sarurpay, 4ugust 20, 1808. 


The Board met at eight o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no’business, adjourn- 
ed to Monday next, at eight in the forenoon. 
Monpay, August 22, 1808. 


The Board met at eight o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at eight in the forenoon. ' 
Wenpnespay, August 24, 1808. 


The-Board met at eight o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 276. JuLten Forton.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Julien Forton toa tract of land, situate 
on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read, in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, 4ugust 24, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of 
land, situate, lying, and being at Pointe & Guinolet, on lake St. Clair, containing four arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, above by Pierre Ambroise, and below by 
Gabriel Reneau. I claim and set up title by virtue of a long, uninterrupted possession, occupancy, and improve- 


ments. 
JULIEN FORTON, his x mark. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands claimed by Pierre Ambroise, 
and below by lands claimed by Gabriel Reneau. 

Whereupon, Seraphin Leson was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day without any interruption. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 276; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of Jand therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 

Tuurspay, Jugust 25, 1808. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the-forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


The Board took into consideration two claims of Charles Chovin to two tracts of land, situate at L’ance creuse; 
and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, Jugust 24, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
the northwest side of lake St. Clair, containing, by estimation, two hundred and twenty arpents, it being about five 
and a half arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by said lake, and in rear by unlocated Jands, on the 
northeast by lands claimed by Joseph Sansfacon, and on the southwest -by lands of Jean Batiste Marsac. Also, 
another tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the northwest side of lake St. Clair, containing, by estimation, 
one hundred and ten arpents, it being about two and three-fourths arpents in‘ front by forty in depth, bounded in 
front by said lake, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the northeast by lands claimed by Jean Batiste Lapierre, and 
on the southwest by lands claimed by Etienne Socier. I claim title to the above described lands by virtue of pos- 
session, occupancy, and improvements made by me previous to the Ist July, 1796, and continued to this day. 


CHARLES CHOVIN, his x mark. 
Witness, Lamperr Laroy. 


No. 277. Cuartes Cuovin, (1st claim.)—The first tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and twenty 
arpents, it being about five and a half arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear 
by unlocated lands, northeast by lands claimed by Joseph Sansfagon, and southwest by Jands claimed. by Jean 
Batiste Marsac. 

Whereupon, Jean Batiste Nantay was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 277; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 278. Cuartes Cuoviy, (2d claim.)—The second tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and ten arpents, 
it being two and three-quarters arpents in front by ‘forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by 
unlocated lands, northeast by lands claimed by Jean Batiste Lapierre, and southwest by lands claimed by Etienne 
Sieur. ‘ 

Whereupon, Jean Batiste Nantay was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day. 5 ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 278; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 279. Rosert Dixon, (1st claim. )—The Board took into consideration the claim (No. 1) of Robert Dixon, 
which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 460, under the 
date of 24th December, 1805, to a lot of ground at Michillimackinack. 

This lot contains seventy-five feet in front by one hundred and seventy in depth, more or less, bounded on one 
side by James Aird, and on the other side by David Mitchell, in front by the main street, and in rear by public Jand. 

Whereupon, George Gillespie was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the’claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the 1st July, 1796, John Ogilvy was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
_~ a to John Campbell, irom whom the claimant has purchased, and has occupied the same since that time to 
this day. 

kaa thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 279; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

. No. 280. Rosert Dixon, (2d claim.)—The Board took into consideration the second claim of Robert Dixon to 
a lot of ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 1, page 460, under the date of 24th December, 1805. 
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This lot contains sixty-two feet in front by two hundred and six feet in depth, more or less, bounded in front by 
the lake, in rear by the main street, on one side by Doctor Mitchell, and on the other side by G. Coté. 

Whereupon, George Gillespie was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, in 1796, André Todd was in possession and occupancy of the premises; and that, after his 
death, his heirs sold to the claimant, who has continued in possession until he sold to David Mitchell, (since this 
claim was entered) and the said David Mitchell (the present owner) has possessed and occupied the same to this 


day.—Postponed. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Pierre Lacroix, (No. 106,) which was postponed on the 13th April last. 

Whereupon, George Gillespie was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, in the year 1796, (on the Ist July) one André Roy was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and that the same has been constantly occupied by those under whom he claims.—Postponed. 

No. 281. James AIRD, AND THE LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF GEoRSE Ar1rD.—The Board took into consideration 
the claim of James Aird, for himself, and the legal representatives of George Aird, his brother, deceased, to a lot of 
ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit by 
James Aird, in vol. 1, page 463, under the date of 24th December, 1805. ; 

This lot contains eighty-five feet front by one hundred and seventy-five in depth, more or less, bounded on one 
side by a lot lately occupied by Rubert McKinsie, and on the other side by a lot of John Ogilvy. 

Whereupon, Robert Dixon was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the 1st July, 1796, Myers Michael was in possession and occupancy until he sold to the 
claimants, who have possessed and occupied the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 281; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 282. Joun Ocitvy.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Ogilvy toa lot of ground at 
Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office.at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 
118, under the date of 26th February, 1806. 

This lot contains one hundred and seventy-five feet square, is bounded in front by the main street, on the north 
9g py the road leading to a field in possession of Government, and on the south side by a lot now in possession of 
Mr. Davenport. 

on, Robert Dixon was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
depused and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Pierre Grignon was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the cemmissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 282; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 283. Lovis Crawrorb, (1st claim.)—The Board took into consideration the first claim of Louis Crawford 
to a lot of ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 2, page 30, under the date of 26th December, 1805. 

This lot contains ninety-three feet in front by one hundred and seventy in depth, bounded in front by the main 
street, on the north side by a lot now in possession of Alexis Laframboise, Jun., and on the west side by a field 
belonging to Government, and on the south side by a lot of Doctor Mitchell. 

Whereupon, Robert Dixon was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, John Ogilvy was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has, since that time to this day, possessed and setulae the same. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 283; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detrvit. 

No. 284. Louis Crawrorp, (2d claim.)—The Board took into consideration the second claim of Louis Craw- 
ford to a lot of ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office 
at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 30, under the date of 26th December, 1805. 

This lot contains seventy-five feet in front by two hundred in depth, is bounded in front by Water street, on the 
north by Mr. Cameron’s lot, on the west by the main street, and on the south by Robert Dixon and Company. 

Whereupon, Robert Dixon was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, Jean Batiste ‘Tabau was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to Louis Crawford, who has possessed and occupied the same until he sold to 
George Hoffman, Esq., who sold to Murdock Cameron, who has possessed and occupied to this day, and is now the 


real owner.—Postponed. 

No. 285. D. Mircuett, (1st claim.)—The Board took into consideration the first claim of Dr. David Mitchell 
to a lot of ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 2, page 22, under the date of the 26th of December, 1805. 

This lot contains seventy-five feet in front by one hundred and seventy in depth, is bounded in front by the main 
street, on the north by Louis Crawford, on the west by a field in possession of Government, and on the south by 
Robert Dixon aud Company. 

Whereupon, Robert Dixon was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the aforesaid lot of ground, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 285; and that he cause. the same to be surveyed 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Lan 


Office at Detroit. 

No. 286. D. Muircuet., (2d claim.)—The Board took into consideration the second claim of Dr. David Mit- 
chell to a lot of ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office 
at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 22, under the date of the 26th December, 1805. 

This lot contains two hundred and eighty feet in depth, and two hundred and ten in front, improved as a garden, 
bounded in front by the lake, on the east by a lot of John Coates, on the west by Government’s garden, and on 
the north by Government’s ground. 

Whereupon, George Gillespie was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, Messrs. Forsyth, Richardson, and Company, were in posses- 
sion and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until they sold to Captain Wiley, from whom the claimant 
purchased, and has possessed and occupied the same to this day. . 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 286; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
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No. 287. D. Mircuett. (3d claim.)—The Board took into consideration the third claim of Dr. ‘David Mit- 
chell toa lot of ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 22, under the date of the 26th December, 1805. ' 

This Jot contains —— feet in front by one hundred feet in depth, is bounded in front by the main street, on 
the south and on the north by Robert Dixon, and on the east by land of the claimant. A 

Whereupon, Robert Dixon was brought fgrward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
has continued so to this day. ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 287; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. . 

No. 288. D. Mrrcuett, (4th claim.)—The Board took into consideration the fourth claim of Dr. David Mit- 
chell to a lot of ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 22, under the date of the 26th of December, 1805. 

This lot contains forty-nine feet in front by one hundred in depth, is bounded in front by Water street, on the 
north by a lot now claimed by Robert Dixon, and on the west and south by other lands of said claimant. 

Whereupon, George Gillespie was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
has continued so to this day. Fi ‘ ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 288; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 289. D. Mrrcuett, (5th claim.)—The Board took into consideration the fifth claim of Dr. David Mit- 
chell to a lot of ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 22, under the date of the 26th December, 1805. 

This lot contains fifty by fifty feet, being a square lot, bounded in front by Water street, on the north by Robert 
Dixon and Company, on the south by the claimant, and on the west by Dixon. : L 

Whereupon, George Gillespie was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, Robert Dixon was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and continued so until he sold to Murdock Cameron, who sold to David Mitchell, who possessed and occupied the 
same until he sold to Robert Dixon, who is now in possession.—Postponed. 

No. 290. Murpocx CamEron.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Murdock Cameron to a lot of 
ground at Michillimackinack; and the notice by Solomon Sibley, his attorney, filed this day, was read in the words 


and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’? Land Office at Detroit. 
AveusT 25, 1808. 


Notice is hereby given to the Commissioners of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit that Murdock Cameron, 
of the island of Michillimackinack, makes entry and claim to a certain lot of ground, situated in the village and upon 
the island of Michillimackinack, with the buildings thereon erected, being sixty-five feet in front by two hundred 
feet in depth, bounded in front by the lake street, in rear by the main street, on one side by a cross street leading to 
the lake, on the other side by a lot claimed by said Cameron, by him acquired by purchase, formerly the property of 
Antoine Tabeau, sets up claim to said lot by purchase from George Hoffman, Esq. who claimed under purchase from 
the claimant, &c., sets up claim, also, by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements of said premises by 
himself and those under whom he claims and derives title to said premises. 

SOL. SIBLEY, 


Attorney Sor Murdock Cameron. 


This lot contains sixty-five feet in front by two hundred in depth, bounded in front by the lake street, in rear 
by the main street, on one side by a cross street leading to the lake, and on the other side by a lot claimed by the 
claimant. 

Whereupon, Robert Dixon was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, the representatives of Alexis Campion were in possession of the 

remises until they sold to Toussaint Pothier, who sold to Boutheillier, who sold to Cameron, who sold to George 
oftman, Esq., from whom the claimant purchased again the premises, and has possessed the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 290; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 291. Toussaint Poruier, (2d claim.)—The Board took into consideration the second claim of Toussaint 
Pothier to a lot of ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 19, under the date of the 26th December, 1805. 

This lot contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty feet in front upon the lake, and two hundred and 
seventy feet in rear to the bank or hill, bounded on the southwest by Patrick McGulpin’s possession. 

Whereupon, George Gillespie was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, Victor Lagaterie was in possession and occupancy of the premises; 
and the deponent further saith, that the claimant is justly possessed of the premises, and has occupied the same these 
three or four years. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above. described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 291; and that he cause the same tu be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 292. Jostan BLEAK ey, (1st claim. ae Board took into consideration the first claim of Josiah Bleakley 
to a Jot of ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 2, page 15, under the date of the 26th December, 1805. 

This lot contains thirty-nine feet in front by three hundred and forty-nine feet in depth, more or less, bounded 
in front by lake Huron, in rear by a lot of ground in possession of Mr. Lavictoire, on the southerly side:by Lapoint 
lot, and on the northerly side by a lane leading from Market street to the lake. 

Whereupon, George Gillespie was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 292; and that he cause the same to. be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 293, Giasson anp BertueLot.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Giasson and Berthelot to 
a lot of ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 2, page 7, under the date of the 24th December, 1805. 


Sir: 
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This lot contains, in front, two hundred and sixty-two feet upon the main street, and, in depth, one hundred and 
seventy-nine feet, bounded in front by said main street, on one side by a lot in possession of Mr. Davenport, and on 
the other side by a lot in — of Mrs. Laframboise, and in rear by Government’s ground. 

Whereupon, George Gillespie was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, André ‘Todd was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
continued so until he died; his heirs sold to Jacques Giasson, who has occupied the same with Berthelot to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 293; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. ; 


_ No, 294. Heirs or Jacques Grasson, deceased, (1st claim.)—The Board took into consideration the first claim 
of the heirs of Jacques Giasson, deceased, to a lot of ground at.Michillimackinack, which was entered with the for- 
mer Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 8, under the date of 24th December, 1805. 

This lot contains sixty-six feet in front, by one hundred in depth, or thereabout, bounded, &c. 

Whereupon, Robert Dixon was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, !796, Jacques Giasson was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
continued so until he died; since which time, his heirs, or their representatives, have occupied the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that they have a certificate thereof. which certificate shall be No. 294: and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 295. Toussaint Potnier.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Toussaint Pothier to a lot of 
ground at Michillimackinack: and the notice filed this day by Sol. Sibley, his attorney, was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: ¢ 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: , Derroir, dugust 25, 1808. 


Notice is hereby given to the Commissioners of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, that Toussaint Po- 
thier, of Michillimackinack, makes claim and sets up title to a lot of land, and the buildings thereon erected, situated 
in the village and upon the island of Michillimackinack, containing about sixty feet in front by about two hundred 
feet in depth, bounded in front by the main street, in rear by Government’s field, so called, on the south by a lot 
claimed by the heirs of Adhemar St. Martin, on the north by a lot claimed by Samuel Lashley. The claimant sets 
up claim and title to said tract of land by purchase, and by possession, improvement, and occupancy in himself and 


those under whom he sets up claim and title. 
TOUSSAINT POTHIER, 
By Sol. Sibley, his attorney. 


This lot contains about sixty feet in front by about two hundred feet in depth, is bounded in front by the main 
street, in rear by Government’s field, on the south by a lot claimed by the heirs of Adhemar St. Martin, and on the 
north by a lot claimed by Samuel Lashley. ; 

Whereupon, Robert Dixon was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn. 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, William Burnett was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 295: and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. | 


No. 296. Cuartes Cuanponer.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Charles Chandonet to a lot at 
Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 
11, under the date of 24th December. 1805. 

This lot contains seventy-five feet in front, by one hundred and thirty in depth, and bounded in front by a street. 

Whereupon, Robert Dixon was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Thomas Lisbey was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
continued so until he sold to Lacroix, who sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 296; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 297. Tue netrs oF Joun CAMPBELL, deceased, (1s¢ = <a el he Board took into consideration the claim 
of the heirs of John Campbell, deceased, to a lot of ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former 
Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 14, under the date of 26th December, 1805. 

This lot contains sixty feet in front by two hundred and six feet in depth, by actual admeasurement seventy-five 
feet, by two hundred and sixty, more or less, bounded in front by the main street, in rear by the lake, northerly by 
Robert Dixon, and southerly by the church. 

Whereupon, Robert Dixon was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who. being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1799, Gabriel Coté was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
continued so until he sold to John Campbell, who occupied the same until he died; since which, his representatives 
have kept possession. : ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 297; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register ot 
the Land Office at Detroiz. 


No. 298. Tue weirs or Jonn Campsetz, deceased, (2d claim. )—The Board took into consideration the second 
claim of the heirs of John Campbell, deceased, to a lot of ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the 
former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 14, under the date of 26th December, 1805. 

This lot contains seventy-five feet in front by two hundred and sixty feet in depth, bounded in front by Market 
street, in rear by public lands, northerly by James Aird, and southerly by James Porlier. : 

Whereupon, Robert Dixon was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposéd and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Robert McKinsie was in possession and occupancy, and continued so 
until he sold to John Campbell, who possessed and occupied the premises until he died; since which time, his repre- 
sentatives have kept possession. P ; ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the fabove described lot of 
ground, and‘that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 298; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 


Monpay, August 29, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 
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Poh ; , Tuespay, J4ugust 30, 1808. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 299. Cuartes Rivarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Charles Rivard to a tract of land, 
situate at Grosse Pointe, on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed on the 18th June last was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
iR: Derrorr, June 18; 1808. 
‘Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at. Detroit my claim to-a tract of 
land, situate at Grosse Pointe, containing four arpents six perches four feet in front by forty in depth, bounded in 
front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by Michel Rivard, and southwest by Simou Yax; it 
was formerly two tracts of land, now united in one farm. I claimand make title by virtue of long possession, occu- 
pancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
CHARLES RIVARD. 


2 


iY 


C 


This tract contains, by estimation, arpents, it being four arpents six perches and four feet in front by 
forty arpents in depth, is bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by lands claim- 
ed by Michel Rivard, and southwest by lands claimed by Simon Yax. nite 

Whereupon, Batiste Ambroise was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day. ; ; ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 299; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, aud a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 300. Micnen Rivarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Michel Rivard to a tract of land, 
situate at Grosse Pointe; and the notice by him filed the 18th June last was read in the words and figures following, 
to wit: 





To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrotr, June 18, 1808, 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate at Grosse Pointe, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, 
in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by lands of Louis St. Bernard, and southwest by lands of Charles Rivard. 
1 claim and set up title by virtue of a long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom 


I derive title. 
MICHEL RIVARD, his x mark. 
Witness, Cuarves Rivarp. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, is bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by lands claimed by Louis St. 
Bernard, and southwest by lands claimed by Charles Rivard. 

Whereupon, Batiste Ambroise was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described fract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 300; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 301. Joseru Bassixet.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Bassinet to a tract of land 
on river St. Clairs and the notice by him filed the 18th June last was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, June 18, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate, lying, and being on river St. Clair, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in 
front by river St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands claimed by William Hill, and below by lands 
claimed by Pierre Mini. I claim by virtue of a long possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or 


those under whom [ derive title. 
JOSEPH BASSINET, his x mark. 
Witness, Perer AupRaIn. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands claimed by William Hill, 
and below by lands claimed by Pierre Mini. 

Whereupon, Jean Marie Beaubien, Esquire, was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, 
being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, a long time previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession 
and occupancy of the premises, and has continued so to this day without any. interruption. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 301; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 302. Josep Ricarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Ricard to a tract of land, 
situate on river St. Clair; and the notice by him filed the 29th instant was read in the words and figures following, 
to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, August 29, 1808. 


Take notice that [ now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on river St. Clair, containing from three to three and a half arpents in front, bounded in front by river 
St. Clair, in rear by Belle river, on one side by lands claimed by Olivier Ricard, and on the other side by lands 
claimed by Jean Marie Beaubien, Esquire. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and 
improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 

JOSEPH RICARD, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AuDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, ——— arpents, it being from three to three and a half arpents in front by forty 
in depth, bounded in front by river St- Clair, in rear by Belle river, on one side by lands claimed by Olivier Ricard, 
and on the other side by lands claimed by Jean Marie Beaubien, Esquire. 

Whereupon, George Meldrum was ern forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Lariviére was living on the premises as a tenant 
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of the deponent, and remained thereon three years; afterwards, one Girard lived on it three years also as tenant of 
the deponent, and that, since that time to this day, the claimant has occupied the same. 
The claimant, in support of his claim, produced the following deed of bargain and sale, to wit: 


"Terriroire DE Micuican, 8s. 

Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent George Meldrum, agissant pour et au nom de l’ancienne société 
de Meldrum et Park, lequel au nom et pour compte de Ia ditte société, reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, et transporté, et 
délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, avec garantie de tous dons, douaires, dettes, hypothéques, et de tout empéche- 
ment générallement quelconqne, (les droits du Gouvernement des Etats Unis exceptés, ) au nommé Joseph Ricard, 
ses hous, et ayant cause & l’avenir, une ferme, ou plantation, sise et située dans le district de Hurons, dans le dit 
territoire de Michigan, contenante trois arpents et demi, plus ou moins, de front, bornée par devant par la riviére 
St. Clair, par derriére par Belle river, communément appellé la Belle Riviere, au nord-est par la ferme d’Olivier 
Ricard, et au sud-ouest par celle de Jean Marie Beaubien, écuyer, tel et ainsy que la ditte ferme se poursuit et 
comporte, et s’étend de toutes parts, circonstances, et dépendances, que le dit acquéreur dit bien connoitre, et dont 
il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et en considération de dix mille pieds de ma- 
driers et dix mille pieds de planches, que le dit acquéreur promet et s’oblige de délivrer au dit vendeur aux époques 
suivantes, savoir: cing mille pieds de madriers, et cing mille pieds de planches. dans le cours de cette presente année 
1806; deux mille cing cent pieds de madriers, et deux mille cing cent pieds de planches, dans le cours de l’année 
prochaine, 1807; et deux mille cing cent pieds de madriers, et deux mille cing cents pieds de planches, pour dernier 
et entier payement, dans le cours de l’année 1808. Lesquels madriers et planches doivent étre bons et marchands, 
et délivrés au Detroit, dans le lieu désigné par le dit George Meldrum, sur le bord de la riviere du dit Detroit; et 
pour sureté du payement des dits madriers et des dittes planches, et de la Jivraison aux époques ci-dessus désignés, le 
dit Joseph Ricard a de ce moment affecté et hypothéqué aux dits George Meldrum et William Park tous ses biens 
réels et personnels, et spéciallement la ditte ferme, ou plantation, cy-dessus vendiie, laquelle restera affecté et hypo- 
théqué jusq’au parfait et entier payement des dits madriers et planches, une obligation ne dérogeant & l’autre. 

Au moyen de ce que dessus le dit George Meldrum, au nom et pour compte de l’ancienne société de Meldrum 
et Park, a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transporte, au dit Joseph Ricard, ses hoirs, et ayant cause 
i Pavenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, et actions, qne la ditte société a et pouvait avoir sur la 
ditte ferme, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra 
en vertu des présentes. Fait et passé au Detroit, le second jour de Juin, mille huit cent six, et les parties ont signé 
et scellé, apres lecture faitte. 

For MeE.prvum and Park, 
GEORGE MELDRUM. [z. s.] 
JOSEPH RICARD, his x mark. LL. s.] 


Scellé et délivré en présence de Peter Auprain. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 302; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 303. Jean Marie Beavusien, Esquire-—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Marie Beaubien, 
Esquire, to a tract of land on river St. Clair; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures follow- 
ing, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

Sir: Detroit, Jugust 29, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on river St. Clair, containing sixteen arpents in front, by forty in depth, bounded in front by said 
river, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by Joseph Ricard, and on the other side by lands 
claimed by Messrs. Meldrum and Park, to the exception of one hundred and sixty arpents, sold to Olivier Ricard. I 
claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I 


derive title. 
JEAN MARIE BEAUBIEN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty arpents, it being sixteen arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by lands claimed by Ri- 
card, and on the other side by lands claimed by Messrs. Meldrum and Park. 

Whereupon, George Meldrum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly” 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so until this day, excepting one hundred and sixty arpents sold by the claimant to 
Olivier Ricard, who now occupies the same. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to four hundred and eighty 
arpents of the above described tract of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 
303; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein con- 
tained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 304. Joun MeLtprum.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Meldrum toa tract of land, 
situate on river St. Clair; and the-notice filed for him by George Meldrum, his father, was read in the words and 


figures following, to wit: 





Terrirory oF Micuican, to wit: 
To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, in said territory. 


Sir: 

You are hereby notified that I enter in your office at this time the following tract of land, to wit: One tract 
of twenty acres in front, by thirty-two in depth, being about six hundred and forty acres, bounded on the north side 
by Pine river, on the south by the lands of Meldrum and Park, on the east by the river St. Clair, and on the west 


by the lands of Meldrum and Park, which I enter and claim for John Meldrum. 
For Joun Metprum, 


MELDRUM & PARK. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being twenty acres in front by thirty-two in 
depth, bounded north by Pine river, south by the lands of Meldrum and Park, east by river St. Clair, and west 


by lands of Meldrum and Park. _ ; 
Whereupon, Jean Marie Beaubien, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 


duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Messrs. Meldrum and Park were in possession 
and occupancy of the premises, and that they have always kept tenants on the said tract to this day. 

Postponed. 

No. 305. James Metprum.—The Board took into consideration the claim of James Meldrum to:a tract of land, 
situate on river St. Clair; and the notice filed for him by George Meldrum, his father, was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 
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Terrirory oF Micuican, to wit: 
To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, in said territory. 


Sir: , ; 

You are hereby notified that I enter in your office the following tract of land of thirty-two acres in front by 
twenty in depth, being, likewise, about six hundred and forty acres, in the district aforesaid, bounded south by 
Pine river, north and west by lands of Meldrum and Park, and on the east by river St. Clair, which is entered 


and claimed for James Meldrum. 
For James Metprum, 


MELDRUM & PARK. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being thirty-two acres in front by twenty in 
depth, bounded south by Pine river, north and west by lands of Meldrum and Park, and east by river St. Clair. 

Whereupon, Jean Marie Beaubien, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, George Knaggs was living on the.premises as’ a 
tenant to Meldrum and Park, that Meldrum and Park put the premises in the charge of their tenants, who lived in 
the big house opposite and across the river, which tenants cultivated, or caused to be cultivated, part of the premi- 
ses; that there are about eight or ten acres in cultivation, and a large orchard.—Postponed. 

No. 306. Witttam Metprum.—The Board took into consideration the claim of William Meldrum to a tract o 
land, situate on river St. Clair; and the notice filed for him by George Meldrum, his father, was read in the word 


and figures following, to wit: 


Territory oF Micuican, to wit: 
To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, in said territory. 


Sir: 

You are hereby notified that I enter in your office the following tract of land of thirty-two acres in front by 
twenty in depth, being, in all, about six hundred and forty acres, in the district aforesaid, bounded on the north 
by the aforesaid Pine river, thence running easterly from the west end of the portage on said river, and on the 
south and west by iands of Meldrum and Park. ‘The said tract is entered, claimed as the property of William Mel- 


drum. 
For Witit1am MeE.tprum, 


MELDRUM & PARK. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being thirty-two acres in front by twenty 
acres in depth, is bounded north by Pine river, thence running easterly from the west end of the portage on said 
river, south and west by lands claimed by Meldrum and Park. 

Whereupon, Jean Marie Beaubien, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Meldrum and Park cultivated, by tenants, five or 
six acres, and that, since that time, those five or six acres have been cultivated occasionally, and sometimes have 
remained idle two or three years at a time; and that every year Meldrum and Park have caused their hay to be cut 
on the premises.—Postponed. 

No. 807. Davin Metprum.—The Board took into consideration the claim of David Meldrum to a tract of land, 
situate on river St. Clair, and the notice filed for him by George Meldrum, his father, was read in the words and 


figures following, to wit: 
Territory or Micnican: 

To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, in said territory. 
Sir: 
You are hereby notified that I enter in your office the following tract of land of thirty-two acres in front by 
twenty in depth, being, in all, about six hundred and forty acres, commencing where there was formerly a large 
and commodious water grist and saw mill, built in the year 1793, and which was afterwards consumed by fire in 
1803; said tract is bounded on the north by the aforesaid Pine river, and on every other side by the lands of Mel- 
drum and Park. Said tract is entered and claimed as the property of David Meldrum. 

For Davin MELprRuM, 


MELDRUM & PARK. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being thirty-two acres in front by twenty in 
depth, is bounded north by the aforesaid Pine river, and on every other side by lands of Meldrum and Park. , 
Whereupon, Jean Marie Beaubien, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Meldrum and Park were in possession of the pre- 
mises, and kept tenants on the same until the year 1803, when, by an unforeseen accident, the grist and saw mills, 
and many other valuable buildings, were burnt to the ground; since which time the premises have remained unoc- 


cupied.—Postponed. sien 
And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 


Wepnespay, August 31, 1808. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of William Robison and Hugh R. Martin (No. 241,) which was postponed 
on the 16th day of July last. And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are enti- 
tled to the aforesaid tract of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 241; and 
that they cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be 
returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 308, Jean Batisre Daunay.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Batiste Daunay toa 
tract of land situate on river St. Clair; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, to 


wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, August 26, 1808, 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate, lying, and_being on river St. Clair, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in 
front by said river St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by lands claimed by George Cotterall, Esq. 
and on the other side by lands claimed by George Cotterall, Jun. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, 
occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. : 
JEAN BATISTE DAUNAY, his x mark. 


Sir: 


Witness, Peter AuDRAIN. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by lands claimed by George 
Cotterall, Esq., and on the other side by George Cotterall, junior. ‘ , . 

Whereupon, Jean Batiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, bein 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the 1st July, 1796, Joseph Ambroise T'remblé was in possession an 
occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Jean Marie Beaubien, Esq. who sold to Jean Batiste 
Yax, from whom the claimant has purchased, as per deed exhibited to be recorded, and who has possessed and occu- 


pied the same to this day. 
51 Pp 
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TERRITOIRE DE MicuIGAN: 

Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent Jean Batiste Yax, habitant, demeurant dans le district de Huron, 
lequel reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et A toujours, avec garantie de toutes 
dettes, hypotheques, évictions, aliénations, et de tous troubles générallement quelconques, a Jean Batiste Daunay, 
du district du Detroit, 4 ce présent acquéreur, pour lui,ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, une certaine fermé ou plan- 
tation, sise et située dans le district i Huron, et territoire de Michigan, sur le bord de la riviére St. Clair, consis- 
tant en trois arpents de front sur quarante arpents de profondeur, bornée devant par la ditte riviere St. Clair, et 
par derriére par les terres non concédées, d’un coté par les terres du Colonel George Cotterall, et de l’autre coté 
par les terres de George Cotterall, fils, tel et ainsy que la ditte ferme ou plantation se poursuit et comporte de toutes 
putes es et dépendances, que le dit acquéreur dit bien savoir et connoitre, et dont il dit étre content et 
satisfalt. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de cent dix pounds, cours 
de la Nouvelle York, que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu comptant du dit acquéreur, lors et avant la passation 
des présentes, dont il le tient quitté et déchargé, ainsy que tous autres. Au — de quoy, le dit Jean Batiste Yax 
a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transporte au dit Jean Batiste Daunay, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a 
l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, et tous autres droits qu’il a et a pu avoir sur !a ditte terre, 
ferme, ou plantation susvendue, voulant et entendant qu’il soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy 
qu’il appartiendra, en vertu des présentes. 

Fait et passé au Detroit, le 3ler jour du mois d’Octobre, 1806; et le dit Jean Batiste Yax, vendeur, ayant dé- 
claré ne savoir signer, a fait sa marque ordinaire aprés que lecture lui a été faitte des présentes, en présence de té- 


moins. 
JEAN BATISTE YAX, sa x marque. [L. s.] 
Scellé et delivré en présence de 
Simon Yax, 
PETER AUDRAIN. 


Territory or Micuican, to wit: 
Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the Justices of the Peace in the district of Detroit. 
Jean Batiste Yax, the above grantor, who acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing to be his voluntary act 
and deed for the purposes therein contained, and, the same being read to him, he has declared that he is content. 
PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. J. D. 


Detroit, October 31, 1806. 


And pee it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 308; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 309. Francois Cuartier, Sen.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francois Chartier, Sen. to 
a tract of land, situate on river St. Clair; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, to 
wit: 

To Perer Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derroir, June 21, 1808. 
Take notice that [ now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 

land situate on river St. Clair, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river St. 
Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, above by Pierre Mini, and below by lands of the United States. 1 claim and 
set up title by virtue of a long possession and occupancy of sixteen years, and by virtue of valuable improvements 


made by me thereon. 
FRANCOIS CHARTIER, his x mark. 
Witness, Perer Auprain. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth; is bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded iands, above by lands claimed by Pierre Mini, 
and below by lands of the United States. 

Whereupon, Jean Marie Beaubien, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, sixteen or seventeen years ago, the claimant was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
_ land, and that o have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 309; and that he cause the same to be sur- 

veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 310. Oxivier Ricarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Olivier Ricard toa tract of land 

situate on river St. Clair, and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroir, August 31, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on river St. Clair, containing four arpents in front by forty in depth; bounded in front by said river, in 
rear by unconceded lands, on one side by Jean Marie Beaubien, Esq. and on the other side by Joseph Ricard. } 
claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom | 


derive title. 


Sir: 


For Oxrivier Ricarp, 
JEAN MARIE BEAUBIEN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by Jean Marie Beau- 
bien, Esq., and on the other side by lands claimed by Joseph Ricard. ; 

Whereupon, Frangois Chartier, Sen. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July 1796, Jean Marie Beaubien was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this day. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, produced the following deed, to wit: 


Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent le Sieur Jean Marie Beaubien, lequel reconnoit par ces présentes 
avoir vendu, cédé, quitté, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, avec garantie de tous troubles, dons, 
douaires, hypothéques, et de tout autre empéchement générallement quelconque, excepté des faits du Gouverne- 
ment, au Sieur Olivier Ricard, & ce présent, et acceptant pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a I’avenir, une terre de 
quatre arpents de front, située au nord de la riviére St. Clair, prenant par devant au bord de la ditte riviére, jusqu’ 
a la Belle Riviére en profondeur; et si quarante arpents y sont, plus ou moins, elle finira par la ditte Belle Rivi- 
ére, OU aux quarante arpents si la ditte ‘Belle Riviére est. plus loin; laquelle terre est bornée de chaque cété les 


terres appartenantes 4 Messrs. Meldrum et Park, ensemble teus les batiments susconstruits, circonstances, et dé- 
pendances, tels que lc tout se poursuit et comporte de toutes parts, sans par le dit vendeur en rien reserver, excepter, 
ny retenir, que le dit acquéreur dit bien connoitre, et dont il est content et satisfait. Cette vente, ainsi faitte pour 
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et moyennant la somme de deux cent quatre-vingt-dix pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, sur laquelle somme le 
dit vendeur reconnoit avoir recu comptant celle de cent vingt-huit pounds, six chelings, York; et le dit acquéreur 
promet et s’oblige de payer au dit Sieur Jean Marie Beaubien, ou ses ayants cause, la somme de quatre-vingt pounds 
et six chelings dans un an de cette date, et quatre-vingt pounds six chelings dans l’année suivante, qui sera pour 
parfait payement en l’année 1804; et pour sureté du dit payement, et au terme dit, le dit Olivier Ricard a de ce mo- 
ment affecté et hypothéqué envers le dit sieur vendeur tous ses biens, meubles, et immeubles, et principallement la 
ditte terre susvendiie, laquelle restera affecté et hypothéqué au dit vendeur jusqu’au parfait payement, une obliga- 
tion ne dérogeant & l’autre. Et le dit vendeur a de ce moment transporté, et transporte au dit acquéreur, ses hoirs, 
et ayant cause & l’avenir, tous droits qu’il a et pouvoit avoir sur la ditte terre, s’en démettant et dévétissant au profit 
du dit acquérear. Car ainsi sont conveniies les parties de bonne foy, promettant, etc., obligeant, etc. 
Fait et passé au dit Detroit, le 4 Octobre, 1802, et ont signé et scellé aprés lecture faitte. 
JEAN MARIE BEAUBIEN. [kt s.] 
OLIVIER RICARD, sa x marque. [. s.] 


Présence de 
ANTOINE DeEQuiNnpRE, 
Joun Baptiste TEmorn. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 310; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 311, Prerre Detorme.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Delorme to a tract of land, 
situate on river St. Clair, and the notice by him filed the 21st June last was read in the words and figures following, 


to wit: 
To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. . 
Sir: Derroit, June 21, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of land, 
situate on river St. Clair, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river St. Clair, 
in rear by unconceded lands, above by Ignace Champagne, and below by lands claimed by John McGregor. I make 
claim and set up title by virtue of a long possession, and improvements made by me, or those from whom I derive title. 
PIERRE DELORME, his x mark. 


Witness, PeTER AUDRAIN. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, is bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by Ignace Cham- 
pagne, and below by lands claimed by John McGregor. : 

Whereupon, Francois Chartier, Sen. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Jacques Toulouse was in possession and occupancy of the prem- 
ises, and continued so until he sold to one Reynier, who suld to Brindamour, from whom the claimant has purchased, 
and has possessed and occupied the same to this 6 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 

Know all men by these presents, that I, Pierre Brindamour, carpenter, of river St. Clair, for and in consideration 
of the sum of eighty pounds, New York currency, equal to two hundred dollars, lawful money of the United States, 
to me in hand paid by Pierre Delorme, farmer, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have granted, bar- 
gained, sold, alienated, and confirmed, and by these presents do bargain, grant, sell, alien, and eonfirm, unto the said 
Pierre Delorme, his heirs and assigns, forever, three acres of land in front, on river St. Clair, at Point aux Trem- 
blés, bounded on the northeast by lands of Ignace Champagne, and southwest by lands of John McGregor, and 
running back forty acres, with all and singular the appurtenances whatsoever to the said premises belonging, or in 
any wise appertaining, and all the estate, right, title, interest, property, claim, or demand whatsoever of him, Pierre 
Brindamour, of, in, and to the said messuage, tenements, and premises, ,and of every part and parcel thereof, with the 
appurtenances: to have and to hold the said messuage, tenement, and premises, a every part and parcel thereof, 
with the 5 gpg ong unto the said Pierre Delorme, his heirs and assigns, forever. And the said Pierre Brindamour, 
for himself, his heirs and assigns, the said land and premises, and every part thereof, against himself, his heirs and 
assigns, and every person or persons whatever, (except the United States) will warrant and forever defend by these 
presents. In witness whereof the said Pierre Brindamour has unto these presents set his hand, and affixed his seal, 
this 26th day of September, in the year of our Lord 1807, at Detroit. 

PIERRE BRINDAMOUR, his x mark. [1. s.] 

Witnesses present, Marre Racine, 

Louis Cuartes Bovete. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 311; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 


And the Board adjourned to Saturday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
REUBEN ATTWATER, 


PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


No. 10. 


Transcript of decisions of the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, for the month of September, 1808. 
' SEPTEMBER 3, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 312. Aaroy Toomas.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Aaron Thomas to a tract of land on 
river Rouge, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 4, page 66, 
under the date of 11th November, 1805. wer 

This tract contains, by estimation, acres, it being ten acres and five chains in front by forty acres in depth, 
bounded in front by river Rouge, on the lower side by lands claimed by John Dodemead, and on the upper side by 
lands claimed by the heirs of Godfrey Corbus. ; 

Whereupon, Captain John Cissne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, in March, 1796, one James Hobbs was in_possession, and began to improve the pre- 
mises by deadening and — trees, and continued so until one James Brigs succeeded him in the possession, and 
continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 312; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. ppg 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
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. Monpay, September 5, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. ‘ , 


No. 313. P. Turnautt.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Captain Prospert Thibault to a tract 
of land on riviére Aux Loutres, (Otter creek, ) which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 292, under the date of 29th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, arpents, it being seven arpents in front and three in rear, and between 
twenty-five and thirty arpents in depth, bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by river Aux Vases, east by lands 
claimed by Francois Leonard, and west by lands claimed by Antoine Gui. 

Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Dubreuil, junior, was heenakt forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, 
being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 313; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 314. Jean Baptiste Dusrevit, Jun.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Du- 
breuil, junior, to a tract of land on riviére Aux Loutres, (Otter creek,) which was entered with the former Com- 
missioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 272, under the date of 29th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty-five arpents, it being five arpents in front by twenty- 
five in depth, bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear, towards river Raisins, by a farm claimed by Medard Couture, 
at Plaisance, east by a marsh bordering on lake Erie, and west by the lands claimed by Jean Duseau, dit Phinon. ° 

Whereupon, Captain Prospert Thibault was brought_ forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and has continued so to this day. _ 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 314; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroif. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 





; ; ‘ Tuespay, September 6, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 315. THE wipDow AND HEIRS OF JosEPH PoMAINVILLE, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the 
claim of the widow and heirs of Joseph Pomainville, deceased, to a tract of land situate at Grand Marais, on river 
Detroit; and the notice by them filed this day with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit was read in 
the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Str: Detroit, September 6, 1808. 


Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim to a tract of 
land, situate on river Detroit, at Grand Marais, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front 
by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by Louis Moran, and on the other side by Nicholas Cam- 
peau. We claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements inade by us and those trom 


whom we derive title. 
The widow of JOSEPH POMAINVILLE, 
and her children. 

Witness, Perer AupraIn. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by Louis Moran, 
and below by lands claimed by Nicholas Campeau. 

Whereupon, Phillis Peltier was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the widow and heirs of Joseph Pomainville were in possession 
and occupancy of the premises, and have continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 315; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 316. Louis Lepuc.—The Buard took into consideration the claim of Louis Leduc to a tract of land, situate 
at L’ance creuse, on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, September 2, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate at L’ance creuse, on lake St. Clair, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front 
by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, above by one Panacha, and below by Frangois Duchene. I claim by 
virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 


LOUIS LEDUC, his x mark. 


Sir: 


Witness, Perer AuDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and weve: & arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by one Panacha, 
and below by lands claimed by Frangois Duchene. ; 

Whereupon, Jean Sunare was brought forward as a witnegs in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, one Champagne was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
continued so until he transferred the same to the deponent, who sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occu- 
pied the same to this day. The deponent further saith that the premises have been constantly cultivated and occu- 
pied from the Ist July, 1796, to this day. ane 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 316; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. . 

No. 317. Francois MaGNen DE Serrieres.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Frangois Magnen . 
de Serriéres to a tract of land, situate on river Raisins; and the notice by him filed the 18th July last was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, July 18, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by eighty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, 
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in rear by unconceded lands, on one side, west, by Jacques and Frangois Lasselle, and on the other side, east, by 
Pierre Tessier. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or 
those from whom I derive title. 

For M. De Serrieres, 


PETER AUDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being three arpents in front by eighty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, west by lands claimed by Jacques and Fran- 
cois Lasselle, and east by lands claimed by Pierre Tessier. ‘ 

Whereupon, Joseph Baron was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Pierre Baron, dit Nanette, was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until the 27th December, 1806, when he sold to Messrs. Jacques and Frangois 
Lasselle, as per deed here annexed, who possessed and tenanted the same until they sold to the claimant, as per deed 
here annexed, dated the 6th August, 1807, and that the claimant has possessed and tenanted the premises to this 
day. The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the two deeds above mentioned, which are in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 


TERRITOIRE DE MICHIGAN: 


Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent Pierre Baron, lequel reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, 
et délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, avec garantie de toutes dettes, hypothéques, dons, douaires, substitutions, 
et de tout trouble et empéchement générallement quelconque, & Messrs. Jacques et Francois Lasselle, & ce présent 

_acceptants acquéreurs, pour eux, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, une terre ou plantation sise et située sur 
le coté nord de la riviére aux Raisins, dans le district Erie, et territoire de Michigan, contenante trois arpents de 
front sur quatre-vingt arpents de profondeur, bornée & l’ouest par les dits sieurs acquéreurs, et & lest par Pierre 

_ Tessier, par devant par la ditte riviére aux Raisins, et par derriére par les terres non concédées; tel et ainsy que la 
ditte terre ou plantation se poursuit et comporte circonstances et dépendances, que les dits acquéreurs disent bien 
savoir et connoitre, et dont ils sont contents et satisfaits. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et ngoyennant Ja somme de cent pounds, cours de 
la Nouvelle. York, que le dit Pierre Baron reconnoit avoir regu comptant des dits acquéreurs, lors et avant la passa- 
tion des présentes, dont il les tient quittés et déchargés, ainsy que tous autres. Au moyen de quoy, le dit vendeur a 
de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transporte aux dits acquéreurs, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause & |’avenir, 
tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres droits qu’il a et a pi avoir, voulant et enten- 
dant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra, en vertu des présentes. 
Car ainsy sont conveniies les parties de bonne foy, &c. &c. ; ; fag 

Fait et passé au Detroit, le 27éme jour du mois de Décembre, en l’an de nétre Seigneur 1806; et le dit Pierre 
Baron, ayant déclaré ne savoir signer, a fait sa marque ordinaire, et a scellé en présence de temoins. 


PIERRE BARON, sa x marque. [L.s.] 
Scellé et délivré en présence de 
Tu. L’Ecuver, 

ANTOINE LAsSELLE. 


Territory or Micuican, to wit: 


Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the Justices of the Peace in the district of Detroit, 
Pierre Baron, the above grantor, to whom [ read, in French, the foregoing deed of bargain and sale, and acknowledged 
the same to be his free and voluntary act and deed for the purposes therein contained, that he had made his mark, ° 
and affixed his seal thereto, and that as such it may be recorded. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name, at Detroit, the 27th day of December, 1806. 


PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 
Territoire dE Micuican, District du Detroit: 


Par devant les témoins soussignés furent présents Messrs. Jacques et Francois Lasselle, négociants, demeu- 
rants dans le district du Detroit et territoirede Michigan, lesquels ont reconnus, et par ces présentes reconnoissent 
avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, avec garantie de toutes dettes, hypothéques, 
dons, douaires, substitutions, et de tout trouble et empéchement générallement quelconque, excepté de la part des 
Etats Unis, 4 Monsieur Francois Magnien de Serriéres, du district et territoire susdit, 4 ce présent acceptant ac- 
quéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause 4 l’avenir, une terre ou plantation sise et située sur le coté nord de la 
riviére aux Raisins, dans le district d’Erie, et territoire de Michigan, contenante trois arpents de front sur quatre- 
vingt arpents de profondeur, bornée 3 l’ouest par les dits vendeurs, et 4 l’est par Pierre Tessier, par devant par la 
ditte riviére aux Raisins, et par derriére par les terres non concédées; tel et ainsy que la ditte terre se poursuit et 
comporte de toutes parts, circonstances, et dépendances, que le dit acquéreur dit bien savoir et connoitre, et dont 
il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant Ja somme de deux cent pounds, 
cours de la Nouvelle York, que le dit acquéreur promet et s’oblige de payer aux dits vendeurs, comme suit. savoir: 
deux cent piastres en whiskey, bon et marchand, ’ raison de six chelings le gallon, payable d’ici au printems; et 
que le dit acquéreur s’oblige de faire livrer aux dits vendeurs, par le Sieur Berthelet, deux cent piastres en articles 
de sellier, au prix d’argent comptant, que le dit acquéreur promet et s’oblige de faire livrer aux dits vendeurs, par 
James Anderson, sellier au Detroit, d’ici au printems, et cent piastres en argent, que le dit acquéreur promet et 
s’oblige de payer aux dits vendeurs dans un mois de ce jour. 

Et pour sureté desquels differents payements, le dit acquéreur a de ce moment affecté et hypothéqué aux dits 
vendeurs, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, tous ses biens réels et personnels, et spéciallement Ja ditte terre ou 
plantation susvendiie, jusqu’au parfait et entier payement. 

Au moyen de quoy, les dits vendeurs ont de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transportent au dit ac- 
quéreur, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres 
droits qu’ils ont et ont pa avoir sur la ditte terre ou plantation, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne pos- 
session et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra, en vertu des présentes. 

Fait et passé au Detroit, dans le district du Detroit, et territoire de Michigan, et les parties ont signé et scellé, 
aprés lecture faitte, en présence de témoins, le 6 Aoat, 1807. 

J. & F. LASSELLE. [. s,] 


: DE LA SERRIERES. [1. s.] 
Signé, scellé, et délivré, en présence de 
Joun GENTLE, 
PeTerR AUDRAIN. 


Territory or Micuican, District of Detroit, ss. 


Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the Justices of the Peace in the district of Detroit 
the parties to the within deed, and both acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing to be their act and deed 
for the purposes therein contained, and that, as such, it may be recorded. f 

In testimony whereof, I have hereuntoset my hand, and affixed my seal, at Detroit, the 7th day of August, 1808. 


PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D.-D. (1. s.] 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 317; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Fripay, September 9, 1808. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


¢ No. 318. James Carrwricut.—The Board took into consideration the claim of James Cartwright toa tract of 
land on river St. Clair, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, 
page 17, under the date of 5th November, 1805. Reign: 

This tract contains, by estimation, about two hundred and forty acres, it being about six acres in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by lands claimed by Alexander Harrow, north by lands claimed 
by Samuel Cribble, and south by lands claimed by ‘Toussaint Chovin. 

Whereupon, William Thorn, Jun. was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day. sae ; ; 

And thereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 318; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon, 


; ; ; Monpay, September 12, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


_No. 319. Josepu Campeau.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Campeau, grantee of Louis 
Maure, to a tract of land situate on river Huron, which was entered by said Louis Maure with the former Com- 
missioners of the Land Office at Detroit, vob. 2, page 60, under the date of January 15, 1806. 

This tract contains, by estimation, —— arpents, it being five arpents in front, extending in depth to lake St. 
Clair, bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by lake St. Clair, on one side by lands claimed by Louis Chapoton, 
Jun., and on the other side by lands claimed by the claimant. 

Whereupon, William Tuckar was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Louis Maure was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he executed to the claimant the following deed of bargain and sale, to wit: 
Terriroire DE Micuican, District du Detroit: 

Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent Louis Maure, habitant demeurant sur la riviere aux Hurons, et 
a présent en cette ville du Detroit, lequel a reconnu avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et 
& toujours, avec garantie de toutes dettes, hypothéques, dons, douaires, substitutions, évictions, et aliénations, et de 
tout trouble et empéchement générallement quelconque, au Sieur Joseph Campeau, négociant, demeurant au cété 
du nord-est, dans le district du Detroit, &'ce présent acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’ave- 
nir, une terre ou plantation sise et située dans le district de Huron, et territoire de Michigan, consistante en cing 
arpents de front, et s’etendante en profondeur jusqu’au lac St. Clair; bornée par devant par la riviére aux Hurons, 
en arriére par le lac St. Clair, d’un cété par la terre de Louis Chapoton le jeune, et de l’autre coté par une terre du 
dit acquéreur, que le dit Joseph Campeau dit bien savoir et connoitre, et dont il est content et satisfait. Cette vente, 
cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant le prix et somme de trois cent pounds, cours de la 
Nouvelle York, que le dit Louis Maure reconnoit avoir regu du dit Joseph Campeanu, lors et avant la passation des 
présentes, dont il le tient quitté et déchargé, ainsy que tous autres. 

Au moyen de quoy, le dit vendeur a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transporte au dit acquéreur, 
ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres droits qu’il a 
eta pu avoir sur la ditte terre ou plantation, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, 
par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra, en vertu des présentes. 

Fait et passé au Detroit, le dixtéme jour du mois de Septembre, mil huit cent huit; et le dit Louis Maure, ayant 
déclaré ne savoir signer, a fait sa marque oriinaire, et a scellé, aprés lecture faitte, en présence des témoins. 

LOUIS MAURE, sa x marque. [L. s.] 

Scellé et délivré en présence de 

Jos. Watson, 
‘ Cuartes Pouparp. 


Territory oF Micuiean, District of Detroit, ss. 
Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the Justices of the Peace in the district of Detroit, 
Louis Maure,'the,above grantor, to whom [ read, in French, the foregoing deed of bargain and sale, and he acknow- 
ledged the same to be his free and voluntary act and deed for the purposes therein contained, and that, as such, it 
might be recorded. 
In testimony thereof, I have hereunto set my hand, at Detroit, the 18th day of September, 1808, 


PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that * have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 319; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 
And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, September 14, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of Jean Batiste Nantay, (No. 163,) which had been: before considered on the 
20th and 23d day of June last, and then postponed for further consideration. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 163; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
ee and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

Tuurspay, September 15, 1808. 

The Board met at nine o’clock inthe forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 320. Jean Batiste St. Lavrent.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Batiste St. Laurent 
to a tract of land, situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed on the 15th July last was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, July 15, 1808. 

- Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate at l’Ance creuse, on lake St. Clair, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front 
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by lake St. Clair, in rear by uncenceded lands, on one side, northeast, by the farm of Batiste Ambroise ‘Tremblé, 
on the other side, southwest, by Francois Ambroise Tremblé. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occu- 


and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
ari . : JEAN BATISTE ST. LAURENT. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by lands claimed by Batiste 
Ambroise Tremblé, and southwest by lands claimed by Frangois Ambroise Tremblé. 

Whereupon, Gayet Tremblé was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said. that, on the Ist July, 1796, Gabriel Reneau was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
continued so until he gave the same to his brother Louis Reneau, who sold to Bazile Crequi, from whom the claimant 
has purchased, and has possessed and occupied the premises to this day. k 

he claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed of bargain and sale, to wit: 

To all to whom these presents may come, be it known that I, Bazile Crequi, of the district of Detroit and Huron, 
within the territory of Michigan, for and in consideration of ninety dollars, good and lawful money of the United 
States, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, and Baptiste St. Laurent, his heirs and assigns, therefrom and 
thereof do also hereby acquit and forever exonerate, and, for other good and valuable causes and considerations, the 
said Bazile Crequi thereunto specially moving, have given, granted, sold, and conveyed, and do hereby give, grant, 
sell, and convey, to Baptiste St. Laurent, his heirs and assigns, forever, a certain parcel of ground, situate, lying, 
and being at |’Ance creuse, fronting on lake St. Clair, having three acres (ar a in front by forty acres (arpents) 
in depth, bounded on the northeast side by the farm of Baptiste Ambroise Tremblé, and on the southwest side by 
the farm of Frangois Tremblé, dit Ambroise: to have and to hold the above granted premises, together with all the 
pereacere and appurtenances thereunto belonging, and of right appertaining, to the aforesaid Baptiste St. Laurent, 

is heirs and assigns, forever. And I do covenant, both for myself, my heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, 
with the said Baptiste, his heirs and assigns, that he, the said Baptiste, his heirs and assigns, shall not be ere 
troubled and interrupted in the quiet possession and enjoyment of the abovementioned premises, by me, my heirs, 
executors, administrators, and assigns, or any other person or persons whatsoever, lawfully claiming, or to claim, by, 
from, or under me, or them, or any of us, in anywise howsoever. ; oo ; . 

In witness whereof, I, the said Bazile Crequi, and Veronique Crequi, my wife, in testimony that she relinquishes 
all her right to dower and alimony in and to the above described premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals, 
this fifteenth day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

BAZILE CREQUI, his x mark. [1.-s. 
VERONIQUE CREQUI, her x mark. [1 s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in presence of 
Louis PELTIER, 
Atexis CEralr. 


Territory or Micuican, District of Detroit, ss. 

Attest, that on the fifteenth day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eight, per- 
sonally came and appeared before me, the undersigned, notary public in and for the district of Detroit, Bazile 
Crequi, and one of the within grantors, who acknowledged the within instrument of writing to be his act and deed 
for the purposes therein contained. Also, appeared Veronique Crequi, wife of the said Bazile Crequi, and one of 
the within grantors, who, having been, pursuant to the law of the aforesaid territory, examined by me, privily and 
apart from her husband, declared and acknowledged that she had affixed her mark and seal to the within instru- 
ment of writing without any fear, threat, or compulsion from her husband, but of her own free will and consent; 
—* that she doth still approve of the said act, wishes not to retract it, and desires that it may be recorded as 
such. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, in the city of Detroit, the day and year above written. 
JOSEPH WATSON, WN. P. D. D. (1. s.] 


And ges oe it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 320; and that he cause the same to ve 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Saturday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 


Saturpay, September 17, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 321. Louis Grirrarp, Jun.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Griffard, Jun. to two 
tracts of land, now united in one farm, situate at Grand Marais, on river Detroit; and the notice by him filed on 
the 14th instant, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


: Detroit, September 16, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to two tracts 
of land, now united in one farm, containing six arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, 
in rear by unconceded Jands, northeast by Jean Retistn Alloire, dit Lapierre, and southwest by Pierre Griffard. 
I claim and set up titie by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me, or those from whom I 


derive title. 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
For Louis Griffard, Jun. 


Sire: 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being six arpents in front by forty in depth. 
It was formerly divided in two tracts, now united in one farms 1s bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by un- 
conceded lands, northeast by lands claimed by Jean Batiste Alloire, dit Lapierre, and southwest by lands claimed 
by Pierre Griffard. A ; ; 

Whereupon, Nicholas Campeau was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, one Laderoute was in possession and occupancy of three — 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Ignace Thibault, who possessed and occupied it until he sold to 
the claimant, as per deed here exhibited to be recorded; and the claimant has possessed and occupied the same to 
this day. And that on the Ist July, 1796, Louis Griffard, Sen. was in possession and occupancy of the other three 
arpents, and has continued so until he sold to his son, (the present claimant,) as per deed exhibited to be recorded. 
The two deeds are in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Territoire pu Micuisan, District du Detroit: 


A tous & qui ces présentes viendront, qu’il soit connu et manifesté que ce-jourdhuy, le premier jour de Décem- 
bre, l’an de notre Seigneur mil huit cent sept, par devant moy, George McDougall, notaire public du territoire et 
district cy-dessus, par autorité licite duement commissioné et sermenté suivant la loy, résidant en la cité du De- 
troit, et témoins soussignés, personnellement a comparu Ignace Thibault, du dit district du Detroit, lequel reconnoit 
par ces présentes, qu’en consideration de la somme de deux cent vingt-cing piastres, ou dollars, monoye légale des 
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Etats Unis, & lui payé comptant par Louis Griffard, fils,du dit district du Detroit, la recette de laquelle somme il 
avoue d’avoir regu avant la passation du présent contrat; lui, le dit Ignace Thibault, reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, 
quitté, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, avec bern de tous troubles, doires, hypothéques, et de 
toute autre empéchement générallement quelconque, et il ven , céde, quitte, transporte, et délaisse par ces pré- 
sentes au dit pone Griffard, fils, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, une terre avec tous les batiments et clétures 
susconstruits, sisé et située au Grand Marais, de trois arpents de front sur quarante arpents de profondeur, bornée 
en front par entrée du lac St. Clair, en profondeur par les terres non cédées, au nord-est par Jean Batiste Alloire, 
dit Lapierre, et au sud-ouest par Louis Griffard, pére, sans aucune reserve. D’avoir et tenir les prémises accordé 
et cédé comme est dit, avec toutes les priviléges et appartenances d’icelle, & lui, le dit Louis Griffard, fils, ses hoirs, et 
ayant cause, a perpetuité. Et moi, le dit Ignace Thibault, pour moi-méme, mes hoires, executeurs, et administrateurs, 
jagrée et convient avec le dit Louis Griffard, fils, ses hoires, et ayant cause, que je garantirai et defendrai les premisses 
susdittes au dit Louis Griffard, fils, ses hoires, et ayant cause, pour toujours, contre les claimes et demandes de toutes 
personnes quelconques, le droits des Etats Unis excepté. En foy de quoi, le dit Ignace Thibault a signé et scellé le 
présent contrat, en la présence de moi, le dit notaire, et témoins soussignés, le jour, mois, et an susdit; et en confirma- 
tion d’icelle de surplus, moi, le dit notaire, j’ai & ceci aussi posé ma signature et mon cachet d’office notairial. 


D°’IGNACE THIBAULT, sa + marque, [1. s.] 
{ MADELAINE THIBAULT, sa + marque. [1 s.] 
Signé, scellé, reconnu, et livré, en présence de 
Wut Jones, 
JEAN Durertre. 


GEORGE McDOUGALL, Notaire Public, 7. M. D. D. 


Territory oF Micuican, District of Detroit, to wit: 

Personally appeared before me, George McDougall, Notary Public of the said territory for the district of De- 
troit, Ignace Thibault, and Madelaine his wife, who acknowledged that they had voluntarily signed, sealed, and 
delivered the within deed for the purposes therein contained; and I do further certify and attest, that I examined 
the said Madelaine Thibault privily and apart from her husband, the said Ignace Thibault, and she declared to me 
that she did freely and willingly seal and deliver the said deed, which I have had explained to her, and she wishes 
not to retract it, and consenteth that it may be recorded. 

In testimony whereof, I have granted the present certificate under my notarial form and seal of office, at the city 


of Detroit, the 1st December, 1807. : 
GEORGE McDOUGALL, Notary Public. 


TerRITOIRE DE Micuican, District du Detroit, savoir: 


Par devant George McDougall, Notaire Public du dit territoire et district, résidant dans la cité du Detroit, 
et témoins soussignés, furent présents le Sieur Louis Griffard, pére, et Margueritte sa femme, lesquels considerant 
leurs infirmités corporels, quoique sain d’esprit, mémoire, et entendement, et en considération de l’amitié et de 
l'amour naturel qu’ils ont pour leur fils, Louis Griffard, ont de leur bon gré, et sans aucunes contraintes, fait donation 
entre vifs en Ja meilleure forme, que faire se peut et irrevocable, au dit Louis Griffard, fils, 4 ce présent et acceptant 
donataire, pour lui, ses hoires, et ayant cause a |’avenir, de tous leur biens, meubles et immeubles, consistant les dits 
biens en trois arpents de terre, qui se tiennent, de front sur quarante de profondeur, prenant par devant au nord et 
sur le bord du lac St. Clair, et par derriére aux terres non concédées, borné d’un coté, au sud-ouest, a la terre de 
Pierre Griffard, et de l’autre coté, au nord-est, & celle du dit donataire, avec une maison et autres batiments suscon- 
struits, et autres ameliorations, que le dit donataire dit bien connoitre, ainsy que tous les animaux qui leur appartien- 
nent & present, meubles de menage, et ustenciles d’agriculture, &c. le tous aux dits donateurs appartenant, suivant 
les titres qu’ils en ont, que le dit donataire dit bien connoitre aussy, ainsy que tous les biens mentionnés en cette 
présente donation, pour les avoir tous va et visité, d’ont il est content et satisfait, declarant les dits donateur et 
donatrice n’en rien excepter ny retenir. Cette donation ainsy faitte 4 les clauses et conditions suivantes, savoir: que le 
dit Louis Griffard, fils, promet et s’oblige envers les dits Louis Griffard, son pére, et Margueritte Griffard, sa ditte 
mére, de les bien nourir, cherir, les entretenir de hardes, linges, feu, et lumiére, tant en santé qu’en maladie, et au dit 
cas de maladie de jes soigner, et faire soigner, comme il convient, de leur fournir du vin, du rum, et autres douceurs, 
tant en maladie que dans leur besoin, et ce tout le tems de leur vie, et aprés leur morts, de les faire enterrer décem- 
ment, s’oblige aussi le dit donataire de payer toutes leurs dettes que les dits donateurs ont contracté, tant anciennes. 
que nouvelles, et d’en retirer des quittances, ayant le dit Louis Griffard, fils, promis, et il promet par ces présentes, 
d’accomplir ce que dessus, sous peine de revocation des preséntes. Et en vertu de ce, les dits sieur et dame dona- 
teurs, chaqu’un pour lui, ont mis et mettent le dit donataire en bonne possession et seizine de tous leurs dits biens, & 
commencer la jouissance de ce jour, pour par lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, user, faire jouir et disposer 
comme de biens a lui appartenant, a les clauses et conditions mentionnées dans les autres parts, car ainsy est la volonté 
des dittes parties. Fait et passé au dit Detroit, en la chambre du dit notaire, le 17éme jour de Septembre, en l’an 
de nétre Seigneur 1808; et ayant les parties déclaré ne savoir signer de cet enquis, ont fait leurs marques ordinaires, 


et scellé aprés lecture faitte. 
LOUIS GRIFFARD, pére, + sa marque, [L. s.] 
MARGUERITE GRIFFARD, + sa marque, [1. s.] 
Signé, scellé, et livré, en la présence de 
G. Gonrroy, 
J. N. Bosien. 
Aussi reconnu devant moy, GEORGE McDOUGALL, Notaire Public. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 321; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 322. Nicnoras Campeau.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Nicholas Campeau to a tract of 
land, situate at Grarid Marais; and the notice by him filed was read, in the words and figures following to wit: 


; To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, September 14, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land at Grand Marais, containing six arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by 
unconceded lands, northeast by the heirs of Joseph Pomainville, and southwest by Louis Tremblé. I claim and set 
up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 


For Nicuotas CampeEau, 
PETER AUDRAIN. 


\ 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being six arpents in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by lands claimed by the widow and heirs 
of Joseph Pomainville, deceased, and southwest by lands claimed by Louis Tremblé. 

Whereupon, Louis Griffard, Sen. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, wha, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day. 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 322; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a ~~ of os survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

The ¢= oot the claim of Meldrum and Park, (No. 192,) which was postponed for consideration on 
the 29th of June last. 

Whereupon, Antoine Provot was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, one Nicholas Petit was on the premises as a tenant of the claimants, 
and remained thereon a little more than one year; that he, the deponent, succeeded to Nicholas Petit; and lived on 
the premises one year; that, after he left it, one Dupré took his place, and remained thereon four or five years. The 
deponent further saith, that he had one hundred and five acres under enclesure, when he left the place. 

Frangois Dupré, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that he succeeded to Antoine Provot on the pre- 
mises, and remained thereon four or five years. 

Louis Thibault, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that he and his brother Gabriel, and one Lan- 
droche, have been living on that tract as tenants to Meldrum and Park these two years, and that eighteen acres have 
been enclosed in addition to the former enclosures. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Meldrum and Park, (No. 193,) which was postponed for consideration on 
the 29th June last. : 

Whereupon, Ignace Thibault was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, for these two years, he has been living on this tract of land as a tenant of the claimants,and 
has enclosed about six and a half arpents in superficies. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of John Dicks,(No. 117,) which was affirmed to the claimant on the 4th of 
June last, the commissioners having been informed that the said Dicks had obtained the same by fraud. 

Francois Chovin, who had been subpcenaed as a witness in behalf of the United States, appeared, and, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession, and had improved part of the 
premises by building a house, which he removed from the premises about three years ago. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 


Monpay, September 19, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Thursday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, September 22, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Saturday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Saturpay, September 24, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Tuesday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Turspay, September 27, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, September 30, 1808. 


The Board met at nine c’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 


to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
REUBEN ATTWATER, 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


No. 11. 


Transcript of decisions of the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, for the month of October, 1808. 


Monpay, October 3, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, October 5, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, ad- 
journed to Saturday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Saturpay, October 8, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, ad- 
journed to Tuesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Tvuespay, October 11, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, ad- 
journed to Friday next, at three o’clock in the afternoon. 
Fripay, October 14, 1808. 
The Board met at three o’clock in the afternoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of James Baby, Esq. (No. 216,) which was postponed for further evidence the 
6th and 12th of July last. ‘ ; ; ; 

Whereupon, Charles Chovin, being sworn as a witness in behalf of the claimant, deposed and said, that, previous 
to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession, and tenanted the premises, and that this tract has been cul- 
tivated every year from that time to this day; that Noel Chovin, father-in-law of this deponent, was living on the 
tract of aod inion on the 1st July, 1796, and continued so until 1802; and that since that time Pierre Chene has 
had possession as a tenant to the claimant, and has continued so to this day. ; si 

rangois Trudel, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that Isidore Delille was living as a tenant to 
the claimant on the first above described tract on the Ist July, 1796, and that, to the best of his knowledge, has 
always been cultivated every year. ; aes 

Gabriel Godfroy, senior, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the claim- 
ant was in possession, and tenanted the two above tracts, and that they have been cultivated every year since that 
time to this day by the tenants of the claimant. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, October 17, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 

to to-morrew, at nine in the forenoon. 
ae Turspay, October 18, 1808. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 323. Mucuaret Dousman.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Michael Dousman to a tract of 
— the island of Bois Blanc; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, 
0 wit: 
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To Perer Auprain, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, October 5, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of Bois blanc, containing in the whole six hundred and forty acres, being twenty acres 
in front by thirty-two acres in depth, bounded in the front by the strait of Michillimackinack, in the rear by land 
unlocated, on the east and west by lands of the United States. I set up claim by virtue of possession, and valuable 


improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
MICHAEL DOUSMAN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in frent by the strait of Michillimackinack, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the east and west by lands 
of the United States. : 

Whereupon, Daniel Daly was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, one Lagarée was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and was 
still im possession in 1797, when the deponent left Michillimackinack; that there were six or eight acres improved and 
cultivated in 1796.—Postponed. 

No. 324. Micnaet Dovsman.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Michael Dousman to a right of 
preference to a tract of land, situate on the island of Michillimackinack; and the notice by him filed this day was read 
jn the words and figures following, to wit: 

To Perer Auprain, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Dertrorr, October 5, 1808. 


Take notice that [ now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim of the right of 
reference of purchase of a tract of land, situate near the centre of the island of Michillimackinack, containing two 
lanieed acres, running east and west in its length, say sixteen and a half acres, and north and south, in its breadth, 
say twelve acres, bounded on the north by a swamp denominated and known under the name of Cedar swamp, on 
the east by the lands of the United States, on the south by lands also belonging to the United States, and on the 


west by a spring. MICHAEL DOUSMAN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred acres, it being twelve acres from north to south by sixteen and a 
half from east to west. 

Whereupon, Daniel Daly was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, in the year 1803, the claimant was in possession, and had improved part of the premises, and 
has continued to cultivate the same to this day. 

Thomas Cowles, another witness in behalf of the claimant, being sworn, deposed and said, that, in March and 
April, 1803, he helped to improve this tract for the claimant, and that the claimant was still improving the premises 
in 1805, when the deponent left Michillimackinack.—Postponed. 

No. 325. Samuet Assottr, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Samuel Abbott, Esq. to a lot 
of ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
vol. 2, page 33, under the date of December 26, 1805. 

This lot contains forty-six feet in front by fitty-one feet in depth, bounded in front by the main street, in rear by 
the house and concerns of Joseph Gui, southwest by widow Solomon, and northeast by one Petit. 

Whereupon, Daniel Daly was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, James Aird was in possession and occupancy of the premises 
and continued so until he sold to Bartholomew Noble, from whom the claimant has purchased, and has possesse 
and occupied the same to this day.—Postponed. 

No. 326. Samuet Aspotr, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Samuel Abbott, Esq. to a lot of 
ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
volume 2, page 33, under the date of the 26th December, 1805. 

This lot contains seventy-five feet in front by one hundred and seventy feet, more or less, in depth, bounded. in 
frant by the main street, in rear by the Government’s ground, south by a lot now owned by Lashley, and north by a 
lot formerly owned by Noel Rocheclave. 

Whereupon, Daniel Daly was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, René Nadeau was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this day.—Postpuned. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Pierre Lacroix, which was postponed on the 25th August. 

Whereupon, Michael Dousman was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that claimant has been in possession and occupancy of the premises these three or four 
years.—Postponed. 

No. 327. AmproisE Davenrort.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Ambroise Davenport to a 
lot of ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at De- 
troit, in volume 2, page 2, under the date of December 24, 1805. 

This lot contains one hundred and thirty feet in front, more or less, extending back to the public ground, bounded 
in front by the main street, on one side by Giasson, and on the other side by Ogilvy’s lot. 

Whereupon, Daniel Daly was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, David McCrae was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
continued so until he sold to John Ogilvy, from whom the claimant purchased, and has possessed and occupied the 
same to this day.—Postponed. 

No. 328. Prerre Dumay.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Dumay to a tract of land, on 
river Rouge; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, October 17, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, on which I have lived for more than twenty years, situate on the fork of river Rouge, called Arbres Matachés, 
containing three arpents and fifty links in front, and extending in depth about forty arpents, to the Pattawattamies 
road, bounded in front by the-fork of said river Rouge, and in rear by the Pattawattamies road, above by lands 
claimed by James Baby, and below by lands claimed by Charles Rouleau. I claim and set up title by virtue of an 


uninterrupted possession of more than twenty years, and improvements made by me. 
For Pierre Dumay, 


PETER AUDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, —— arpents, it being three arpents and fifty links in front, and extending in 
depth to the Pattawattamies road, bounded in front by a fork of the river Rouge, above by lands claimed by James 
Baby, Esq. and below by lands claimed by Charles Rouleau. ; 

Whereu n, Teophile Metté was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy ot 
the premises, and has continued su without any interruption to this day. 


Sir: 


Sir: 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and’that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 328; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 329. Louris GravELLe.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Gravelle to a lot of ground 
at Michillimackinack; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, to wit: : 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detrorr, October 18, 1808. 


Notice is hereby given that Louis Gravelle, of the island of Michillimackinack, makes entry and claim with the 
Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, for a certain lot of ground, situated in the village of Michillimacki- 
nack, upon the island of same name, with the buildings and improvements thereon made, of seventy feet front or 
thereabouts, and extending back to the hill for depth, is bounded in front by the lake Huron, in rear by the hill or 
second bank, southerly by a lot formerly belonging to Coates, northeasterly by a lot belonging to Toussaint Pothier; 
sets up claim by deed from George Meldrum, also by possession, improvements, &c. 

SOL. SIBLEY, Aitorney. 


The lot contains seventy feet in front, or thereabouts, extending back to the hill, bounded in front by lake 
Huron, in rear by the hill or second bank, northeast by a lot of Toussaint Pothier, and southwest by a lot formerly 
belonging to John Coates. ; ; ; ‘ 

Whereupon, Daniel Daly was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Patrick McGulpin tenanted the premises under the claimant, and 
has continued as a tenant to this day —Poaipomed. . 

No. 330. Grttory anp Brissois.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gillory_and Brisbois to a 
lot of ground at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at De- 
troit, in volume 2, page 12, under the date of 24th December, 1805. ’ ; 

This lot contains seventy-five feet in front and depth, is bounded on the lake in front, and in rear by a cross 
street, on one side by John Gregory’s lot, and on the other side by John McNamara’s lot. ; 

Whereupon, Daniel Daly was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who,. being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist day of July, 1796, Gillory was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
has continued sv to this day. ; ; ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 330; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. ’ 
Wepnespay, October 19, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 


to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, October 20, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 331. Georce Suinpter.—The Board took into consideration the claim of George Shindler to a tract of 
Jand on the island of Michillimackinack; and the notice by him filed yesterday was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit. 
To the Register of the United States Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrotr, October 19, 1808. 


George Shindler, of Michillimackinack, gives notice of claim, and hereby makes entry with the Commissioners 
of the United States Land Office at Detroit, of a certain tract of land, or farm, whereof he is proprietor and owner, 
situated upon the island of Michillimackinack, upon the southwest side thereof, containing six hundred and forty 
acres, being sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by the strait of lake Michigan, on both sides 
and rear by unlocated lands of the United States, being the same tract of land or farm by the claimant purchased of 
one Jeaneux; sets up and makes claim to said farm or tract of land, by virtue of occupancy, improvements, and 
long and continued possession, in himself and in and by those under whom he sets up title and claim in and to said 


tract of land. 
GEORGE SHINDLER, 
By Solomon Sibley, his atto rney. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by the strait of lake Michigan, and on both sides and rear by unlocated lands. 

Whereupon, Daniel Daly was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, one Cadien was in possession and occupancy of the premises as tenant 
to the claimant, and continued so until last spring, since which time the claimant has himself cultivated the same; 
that this tract was improved before 1796, and has been constantly cultivated ever since to this day. ; 

— Dousman, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that there are upwards of twelve acres in 
cultivation. 


No. 332. Micuaet Dovsman.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Michael Dousman to a lot of 
ground at Michillimackinack, purchased by him from the legal representatives of the late Noel Rocheblave; and the 
notice by him filed yesterday was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, October 18, 1808. 


Michael Dousman gives notice of claim, and makes entry with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, 
of a certain lot of ground, situate upon the island of Michillimackinack, in the said village, with the buildings thereon 
erected, being one hundred and twenty-six feet in front by two hundred and twenty feet in depth, to the exception 
of a part of said lot sold to Messrs. Chaudonet and Boutheiller by James Perrault, attorney to the estate of 
G Coté, deceased, by deed of August 28, 1795, bounded in front by the lake, on the north by T’. Pothier, on the 
west by main street, and south by ee Bailly; claims by deed from Giasson and Porlier, executors of Noel Roche- 
blave, who claimed by deed from Adhemar St. Martin, attorney to the estate of G. Coté, deceased, of 20th 
July, 1800; G. Coté purchased of Charles Gaultier; said Gaultier, by grant from Governor St. Clair, of 11th 
June, 1781; claims by virtue of possession, and improvements by himself and those under whom he claims. 


MICHAEL DOUSMAN. 


This tract was ——— entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2, 
page 35, under date of 24th December, 1805, by the late Noel Rocheblave, and contains one hundred and twenty- 
six feet in front by two hundred and twenty feet in depth, or thereabouts, (to the exception of a part of said lot sold 
to Chaudonet and Boutheiller, by Joseph Perrinault, attorney for the estate of G. Coté, by deed dated 28th August, 
1795,) bounded in front by the lake, north by G. Pothier, west by the main street, and south by Joseph Bailly. 
Whereupon, Daniel Daly was brought forwad as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, one Labruyer was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and con- 
tinued so until he sold to Noel Rocheblave, who occupied the same until he died, when the claimant purchased the 
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same from the legal representatives of said Rocheblave, and has possessed and occupied the same to this day.—Post- 
poned. 

No. 333. Jostan Dunnam.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Josiah Dunham to a lot of ground 
at Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2, 
page 32, under the date of the 24th December, 1808, by Rocheblave and Porliers and the notice by him filed yesterday 
was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, October 19, 1808. 


Josiah Dunham hereby gives notice of claim, and makes entry with the Commissioners of the United States’ Land 
Office at Detroit of a certain lot of ground, situate at the village of Michillimackinack, situate upon the island of the 
same name, seventy-five feet front, by two hundred feet in depth, more or less, bounded in front by the main street, 
northerly by a lot belonging to John Campbell, on the west by Government field, and southerly by a lot of Samuel 
Abbott, Esquire; claims under grant of Samuel Lashley, said Lashley under grat:t of J. Porlier, or Jacques Giasson, 
executors and representatives of Rocheblave and Porlier, who claimed under grant of Forsyth, Richardson, & Co. of 
25th July, 1797; claims by long possession, occupancy, and improvements by himself and those under whom he 


claims. 
JOSIAH DUNHAM, 
By Solomon Sibley, his attorney. 


_ This lot contains seventy-five feet front by two hundred feet in depth, more or less, bounded in front by the 
main street, north by a lot, late in the possession of John Campbell, west by a field belonging to Government, and 
south by a lot now possessed by Samuel Abbott, Esq. 

Whereupon, Daniel Daly was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, James and George Aird were in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until they sold to Forsyth, Richardson, & Co., who sold to Rocheblave and Porlier; 
Rocheblave died, and Porlier sold to Samuel Lashley, who sold to the claimant. 

Michael Dousman, another witness in behalf of the claimant, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the 
claimant is in actual possession of the premises. 


No. 334. ‘THE LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF RoperT CAMPBELL, deceased.—The Board took into consideration 
the claim of the legal representatives of Robert Campbell, deceased, to a certain farm, on the main land, southerly 
of the island of Michillimackinack; and the notice by them filed yesterday was read in the words and figures fo!- 
lowing, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, October 19, 1808. 


The legal representatives of Robert Campbell, late of Micnillimackinack, deceased, hereby give notice of claim, 
and make entry in the Land Office at Detroit, of and to a certain farm, or tract of land, containing six hundred and 
forty acres, situate upon the main land, southerly of the island of Michillimackinack, near a place commonly called 
Old Michillimackinack, in said district, being twenty acres in front by thirty-two in depth, and is the same farm, 
or tract of land, whereon the said Robert Campbell, for many years past, and until his death, did live and improve, 
together with the houses, mills, and other improvements thereon erected and made, commonly known by the name 
of Campbell’s farm. The said heirs of the said Robert Campbell claim said tract of land by virtue of long and con- 
tinued possession, occupancy, and valuable improvements by them, and the said Robert Campbell, under whom they 
claim, made upon said farm. 

For the legal heirs of Ropert Campse tt, deceased, 


SOL. SIBLEY, Aétorney. 


—_ farm contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being twenty acres in front by thirty-two in 
depth. 
je Daniel Daly was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the late Robert Campbell was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he died, since which time the heirs of the Prenton have occupied the same, 
and that forty acres and upwards are cultivated. 
Michael Dousman, another witness, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that there are considerable improve- 
ments made on the premises, to wit, a grist and a saw mill, a large orchard, and valuable buildings.—Postponed. 
No. 335. Patrick McGutpin.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Patrick McGulpin to a tract 
of land, situate on the main land, south of the isiand of Michillimackinacks and the notice by him filed yesterday 
was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


‘ To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: 

Patrick McGulpin hereby gives notice that he claims a certain tract of land, and makes entry of his said claim 
with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, of six hundred and forty acres, with the houses, buildings, 
and improvements thereon made; which said tract of land is situated on the main land, southerly of said island 
of Michillimackinack, in said district, upon the strait of lake Michigan, near the island of Michillimackinack, at 
a place called Old Michillimackinack, being twenty acres front by thirty-two acres in depth, and bounded in part, 
and on each side, and rear, by unlocated lands, being the same tarm, or tract of land, whereon the father of the 
claimant lived, and, after his death, the said Patrick by himself and tenants, commonly known by the name of 
McGulpin’s farm. The said Patrick sets up claim and title to said tract of land by virtue of long and continued 
possession, occupancy, and improvements in and by himself, and in and by those under whom he sets up title, and 
derives title. 

For Patrick McGutrin, 
SOL. SIBLEY, Aitorney. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being twenty acres in front by thirty-two in 
depth, and is bounded on all sides by the lands of the United States. 

Whereupon, Daniel Daly was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the father of the claimant was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he died, in 1802, since which time the claimant has constantly tenanted the 
premises to this day.—Postponed. 

And thereupon the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Monpay, October, 24, 1808. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to to- 
morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 
Tuespay, October 25, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of the legal representatives of Robert Campbell, deceased, (No. 334,) which 
was postponed the 20th of October instant. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants aré entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 334; and that they cause the same to be 
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surveyed, and a ee of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Louis Gravelle, (No. 329,) which was postponed the 20th October instant. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 329; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 
he Board reconsidered the claim of Patrick McGulpin, (No. 335, ) which was postponed on the 20th of October 
mstant. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 335; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


_No. 336. Murpocx Cameron.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Murdock Cameron, as grantee 
of George Hoffman, who was grantee of Louis Crawford, toa lot of ground at Michillimackinack; and the notice by 
him filed the 19th October instant, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’ Land Office. 


Sir: Detroit, October 19, 1808. 


Murdock Cameron hereby gives notice that he makes claim and entry of a certain lot of ground, with the 
buildings thereon erected, situate in the village of Michillimackinack, within said district, containing seventy-five 
feet in front by two hundred feet in depth, bounded in front by Water street, on the north by a lot of Cameron, 
on the west by main street, and on the south by Robert Dixon & Co.; which said lot was entered in this office in 
the name of Louis Crawford, under the date of 26th December, 1805, (No. 284.) The said claimant makes claim and 
title under grant of George Hoffman, dated July 18, 1808; said Hoffman derived title by purchase from Louis Craw- 
ford, and makes claim and title by virtue of long possession, occupancy, and improvements in himself, and in and 
by those under whom he claims and derives title, ie. 

For Murpocx Cameron, 
SOL. SIBLEY, 4%torney. 


This tract contains seventy-five feet in front by two hundred in depth, is bounded in front by Water street, 
north by a lot of Cameron, west by the main street, and south by Robert Dixon & Co. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, produced a deed from George Hoffman to him in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


This indenture, made the 18th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1808, between George Hoffman, of Michilli- 
mackinack, in the territory of Michigan, of the one part, and Murdock Cameron, of the same place, of the other 
part, witnesseth, that, for and in consideration of the sum of one hundred and seventy dollars,'current money of the 
United States of America, to the said George Hoffman in hand well and truly paid by the said Murdock Cameron 
at or before the sealing and delivery hereof, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, the said George Hoffman 
has granted, bargained, and sold, and_by these presents doth grant, bargain, and sell, unto the said Murdock Came- 
ron, his heirs and assigns, forever, all his right, title, interest, property, claim, and demand, which he now has, 
or could have, in and to a certain lot of ground, situate and lying in the village of Michillimackinack, being the 
same which was conveyed to the said George Hoffman by Louis Crawford, as by reference to his deed, dated the 7th 
September, 1807, will more fully appear, and all the houses, and buildings, and improvements, to the same belong- 
ing: to have and to hold the said lot of ground, with all its appurtenances, unto the said Murdock Cameron, his heirs 
and assigns, forever, to the only proper use and behoof of him, the said Murdock Cameron, his heirs and assigns, 
forever; the said George Hoffman doth covenant and agree to and with the said Murdock Cameron, that he will 
forever warrant and defend the title to the said lot of ground against all and every person or persons whatsoever, 
claiming by, through, from, or under him. 

In witness whereof, he hath hereunto set his hand, and affixed his seal, the day and year first aforesaid. 


GEORGE HOFFMAN. [1. s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
SAMUEL ABBOTT, 
Dan. Daty. 


Territory oF Micnican, District of Michillimackinack, ss. 


George Hoffman personally appeared before me, the subscriber, a justice of the peace in and for the district 
aforesaid, and acknowledged that he signed, sealed, and delivered the foregoing instrument of writing as and for 
his act and deed for the purposes therein expressed. 

Given under my hand and seal, this 21st day of July, 1808. 
SAMUEL ABBOTT. [t. s.] 


I, George Hoffman, clerk of the court of judicature, for the district of Michillimackinack, in the territory of 
Michigan, certify that this deed is faithfully recorded in my office, in book A, folios 10 and 11. | 
Given under my hand, and seal of the said court, this 21st day of July, A. D. 1808, and in the 33d year of 


American independence. 
GEO. HOFFMAN. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners, from the above deed, and the evidence taken on this claim 
on the 27th of August last, given by Robert Dixon, that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 336; and that he cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Samuel Abbott, Esq. (No. 325,) which was postponed the 18th October 
instant. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certiticate shall be No. 325; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Samuel Abbott, Esq. (No. 326,) which was postponed on the 18th Octo- 
ber instant. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 326; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. . 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Meldrum and Park, (No. 192,) which was postponed the 28th June last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the said described tract of 
land, and that ding have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 192; and that they cause the same to 
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be surveyed, and a — of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Meldrum and Park, (No. 193,) which was postponed the 28th June last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the said described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 193; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a piot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

‘The Board reconsidered the claim of James Baby, Esq. (No. 217,) which was postponed on the 6th July last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the said described tract 
of Jand: and, therefore, that his claim be rejected. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Isadore Morin, (No. 221,) which was postponed on the 8th of July last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the said described tract 
of Jand; and, therefore, that his claim is rejected. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Francois Benome, (No. 244,) which was postponed 19th July last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 244; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of William Conner, (No. 263,) which was postponed the 10th August last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the said described tract 
of land; and, therefore, that his claim be rejected. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 


Wepnespay, October 26, 1808. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of John Meldrum, grantee of Meldrum and Park, (No. 304,) which was 
postponed 30th August last. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a power of attorney of William Park to George Meldrum, and 
a deed of George Meldrum to the claimant, which power of attorney and deed are in the words and figures fol- 
lowing, to wit: 

Know all men by these presents, that I, William Park, of Petitte Coté, township of Sandwich, county of Essex, 
and province of Upper Canada, Esquire, have made, ordained, authorized, constituted, and appointed, and by these 
presents do make, ordain, authorize, constitute, and appoint, George Meldrum, of Detroit, Esquire, (my late part- 
ner in trade,) my true and lawful attorney, for me, and in my name, or in the name of George Meldrum and Wil- 
liam Park, to the use of George Meldrum and William Park, to ask, demand, sue for, recover, and receive of and 
from all and every person or persons whatsoever, all and every such sum and sums of money, debts, and demands 
whatsoever, which now are due and owing unto George Meldrum and William Park, late merchants in trade, under 
the firm of Meldrum and Park, which hereafter may grow or become due, and, in default of payment thereof, to have, 
use, and take all lawful ways and means for the recovery thereof; and also to ask, demand, sue for, recover, and 
receive all rents, and arrearages of rent, which are now due, or hereafter shall grow out of and from any messuage, 
lands, and tenements now belonging to the said George Meldrum and William Park, or which hereafter may belong, 
or any Wise appertain, unto them, the said George Meldrum and William Park, and, in default of payment thereof, 
fur me, and in my name, or in his own name, or ih the name of George Meldrum and William Park, to use and 
take all lawful ways and means for the recovery thereof, and also to take and receive quiet possession and seizure 
of all such messuages or tenements, lands and_ premises, with their and every of their appurtenances, which now 
belong unto the said George Meldrum and William Park, or which at any time hereafter may be bargained and 
sold unte them, or either of them, by persons indebted to the said firm of Meldrum and Park, and the same pos- 
session so had and taken to detain and keep to the sole use and behoof of the said George Meldrum and William 
Park, their heirs and assigns. And also, for me, and in my name, or in his own name, or in the name of the said George 
Meldrum and William Park, to grant, bargain, sell, release, and convey all and every my estate, title, interest, 
claim, and demand, whatsoever, of, in, and to any messuages, lands, and tenements which now belong, or which at 
any time or times hereafter may belong unto the said George Meldrum and William Park, or ora he, the said 
George Meldrum, may hold for them, unto any person or persons who may be inclined to purchase the same, and 
for the most money that reasonably can or may be gotten for the same, and any contract and agreement being en- 
tered into and concluded for the purchase for any lands, messuages, or tenements, now belonging to the said George 
Meldrum and William Park, or which hereafter may or ought of right to belong unto them, the said George Mel- 
drum and William Park, for me, and in my name, place, and stead, and as my proper act and deed, to execute, seal, 
and deliver such conveyances and assurances of any and every the messuages, Jands, and tenements, which now do 
or hereafter may‘belong to the said George Meldrum and William Park, unto any person on purchasing the same, or 
shall be needful and requisite for the doing thereof; giving and granting unto my said attorney full power and abso- 
lute authority to do, execute, and perform any act or acts, thing or things, whatsoever, that shall be needful and 
necessary to be done, touching or concerning the premises, or the conveying or assuring thereof to any person and 
persons as aforesaid, in as full and ample a manner, to all intents and purposes, as I, the said William Park, might 
or could do if I was then and there personally present. and did the same; and on receipt of any sum or sums 
of money on and for account of any debts now due, or hereafter to grow or become due, or for any purchase money 
which he, the said George Meldrum, may receive on my account, or on account of the said George Meldrum and 
William Park, sufficient releases and discharges for the same to sign, seal, and deliver, and, if needs be, to acknow- 
ledge my hand and seal before any Register or Registers of the said Detroit and its dependencies, with faculty to 
my said attorney, one or more attorneys under him, for all and every the purposes aforesaid, to appoint, and at his 
pleasure to revoke. And I, the said William Park, for myself, my heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, do 
hereby undertake and faithfully promise to ratify, confirm, and allow all, and whatsoever my said attorney, or any 
attorney or attorneys to be appointed under him, shall lawtully do or cause to be done in the premises, by virtue of 


these presents. so Taha ; 
In witness whereof, I, the said William Park, have hereunto set my hand and seal, at Sandwich, the 30th day of 


September, in the year of our Lord 1800. ; 
WILLIAM PARK. [1.s.] 


Signed and sealed in the presence of _ 
Gro. McDoveatt, 


Sox. Sistey. 


Territory or Micuican, District of Huron and Detroit: 


Know all men by these presents, that I, George Meldrum, of the district of Detroit, merchant, in considera- 
tion of the love I bear towards my son John, do grant, alienate, and confirm unto him, the said John, a certain tract 
of land, situate, lying, and being on the river Sinclair, containing twenty acres in front by thirty-two acres in 
depth, bounded north by Pine river, south by lands of Meldrum and Park, with all and singular the appurte- 
nances whatsoever to the said premises bejonging, or in anywise appertaining, and all the estate, right, title, interest, 
property, claim, or demand, whatever, of me, the said George Meldrum, of, in, and to the said premises, and of, in, and 
to every part and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances: to have and to hold the said premises, and every part 
and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances, unto the said John, his heirs and assigns, forever. And J, the said George 
Meldrum, for Meldrum and Park, and myself, the said tract of landaiud premises, against myself, and my heirs and 
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assigns, and against the heirs and assigns of William Park, and against all and every other person or persons what- 
soever, shall and will warrant and forever defend by virtue of these presents. 
In witness whereof, I, the said George Meldrum, for myself, and Meldrum and Park, have hereunto set my 
hand, and affixed my seal, at Detroit, this 23d day of August, A. D. 1807. 
; For Metprum and Park, 
GEORGE MELDRUM. [z. s.] 
Witnesses present, 
Wm. McScorrt, 
E. Brus. 


‘Terrirory oF Micuican, District of Detroit: 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the justices of the peace in the district of Detroit, 
George Meldrum, the above grantor, and acknowledged the acta instrument of writing to be his act and deed 
for the purposes therein contained, and that as such it may be recorded. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, at Detroit, the 5th day of September, 1808. 

PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


And — from the evidence adduced on the 30th August last, and from the two foregoing instruments of 
writing, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of Jand, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 304; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and 
a = of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of James Meldrum, (No. 305,) which was postponed the 30th August last. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the same letter of attorney of William Park to George Mel- 
drum, registered in the preceding claim. He also exhibited the deed of George Meldrum to him, in the words and 


figures following, to wit: 


Territory or Micuican, District of Huron and Detroit: 

Know all men by these presents, that I, George Meldrum, of the district of Detroit, merchant, in consideration 
of the love I bear towards my son James, do hereby ge alienate, and confirm unto him, the said James, a certain 
tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the river St. Clair, in the district of Huron, and territory of Michigan, 
containing thirty-two acres in front by twenty in depth, bounded on the south by Pine river, on the north and west 
by lands of Meldren and Park, and on the east by river St. Clair, with all and singular the appurtenances what- 
soever to said premises belonging, or in anywise appertaining, and all the estate, right, title, interest, property, claim, 
or demand, whatsoever, of me, the said George Meldrum, of, in, and to the said premises, and of, im, and to every 
part and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances: to have and to hold the said premises, and every part and parcel 
thereof, with the appurtenances, unto the said James, his heirs and assigns, forever. And I, the said George Mel- 
drum, for Meldrum and Park, and myself, the said tract of land and premises against myself, and my heirs and 
assigns, and against the heirs and assigns of William Park, and against all and every other person or persons what- 
soever, shall and will warrant and forever defend by virtue of these presents. [In witness whereof, I, the said 
George Meldrum, for myself, and Meldrum and Park, have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my seal, at Detroit, 
this 23d day of August, in the year of our Lord 1807. 
For Metprum and Park, 

GEORGE MELDRUM. [x. s.] 
Witnesses present, 
Wm. McScortrt, 


_ E. Brusu. 


Territory or Micnican, District of Detroit: 

Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one’ of the justices of the peace in the district of Detroit, 
George Meldrum, the above grantor, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing to be his act and deed 
for the purposes therein contained, and that as such it may be recorded. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, at Detroit, the 5th day of September. 1808. 
PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


And thereupon, from the evidence adduced on the 30th August last, and the foregoing instruments of writing, it 
doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, and that he have 
a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 305; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the 
survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of William Meldrum, (No. 306,) which was postponed the 30th August last. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the same letter of attorney of William Park to George Meldrum 
registered in the claim of John Meldrum. He also exhibited the deed of George Meldrum to him, in the words an 


figures following, to wit: 


Territory oF Micniean, District of Huron and Detroit: 


Know all men by these presents, that [, George Meldrum, of the district of Detroit, merchant, in consideration 
of the love [ bear unto my son William, do hereby grant, alienate, and confirm unto him, the said William, a cer- 
tain tract of land, situate, lying, and being on river St. Clair, in the district of Huron, and territory of Michigan, 
containing thirty-two acres in front and twenty acres in depth, bounded north by Pine river, thence running east- 
erly from the west end of the portage on said river, on the south and west by lands of Meldrum and Park, with all 
and singular the appurtenances whatsoever to the said premises belonging, or in_anywise appertaining, and all the 
estate, right, title, interest, property, claim, or demand, whatever, of me, the said George Meldrum, of, in, and to the 
said premises, and of, in, and to every part and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances: to have and to hold the said 
premises, and every part and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances, unto the said William, his heirs and assigns, 
forever. And J, the said George Meldrum, for Meldrum and Park, and myself, the said tract of land and premises 
against myself, and my heirs and assigns, and against the heirs and assigns of William Park, and against all and 
every other person or persons whatsvever, shall and will warrant and forever defend by these presents. In witness 
whereof, I, the said George Meldrum, for myself, and Meldrum and Park, have hereunto set my hand, and affixed 
my seal, at Detroit, the 23d day of August, in the year of our Lord 1807. 

' For Metprum and Park, 
GEORGE MELDRUM. {1. s.] 


Witnesses present, 
Ws. McScort, 
E. Brusu. 
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Territory or Micuiean, District of Detroit: 

Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the justices of the peace in the district of Detroit, 
George Meldrum, the above grantor, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing to be his act and deed 
for the purposes therein contained, and that as such it may be recorded. 

In testimony whereof, i have hereunto set my hand, at Detroit, the 5th day of September, 1808. . 


PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


And thereupon, from the evidence adduced on the 30th August last, and the foregoing instruments of writing, 
it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, and that he 
have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 306; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot 
of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at 
Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of David Meldrum, (No. 307,) which was postponed the 30th August last. 

Whereupon, Jean Marie Beaubien, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, since the burning of the mills and other buildings, Meldrum and Park have 
kept an agent to guard and superintend the premises, and to prevent people committing waste thereon; that the said 
agent lived in a house in the neighborhood, and has continued so to this day. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the same letter of attorney of William Park to George Mel- 
drum, registered in the claim of John Meldrum. He also exhibited a deed of George Meldrum to him, in the words 


and figures following, to wit: 


‘Terrtrory oF Micuican, District of Huron and Detroit: 
Know all men by these presents, that 1, George Meldrum, of the district of Detroit, merchant, in considera- 
tion of the love I bear towards my son David, do hereby grant, alienate, and confirm unto him, the said David, a 
certain tract of land, situate, lying, and being on Pine river, in the district of Huron, and territory of Michigan, 
containing thirty-two acres in front by twenty in depth, commencing where the grist and saw mill was, bounded 
north by Pine river, and on every other side by lands of Meldrum and Park, withall and singular the appurtenances 
whatsoever to the said premises belonging, or in anywise appertaining, and all the estate, right, title, interest, pro- 
perty, claim, or demand, whatever, of me, the said George Meldrum, of, in, and to the said premises, and of, in, and 
to every part and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances: to have and to hold the said premises, and every part and 
arcel thereof, with the appurtenances, unto the said David, his heirs and assigns, forever. And I, the said George 
Meldrum, for Meldrum and Park, and myself, the said tract of land and premises against myself, and my heirs and 
assigns, and against the heirs and assigns of William Park, and against all and every other person or persons what- 
soever, shall and will warrant and forever defend by these presents. In witness whereof, I, the said George Mel- 
drum, for myself, and Meldrum and Park, have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my seal, at Detroit, the 23d day 
of August, in the year of our Lord 1807. 
For Metprvum and Park, 
GEORGE MELDRUM. 
Witnesses present, 
Wa. McScorrt, 
E. Brusu. 


Territory or Micnican, District of Detroit: 


Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the justices of the peace in the district of Detroit, 
George Meldrum, the above grantor, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument uf writing to be his act and deed 
for the purposes therein contained, and that as such it may be recorded. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, at Detroit, the 5th day of September, 1808. 


PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 307; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. ; 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 

: ; Frivay, October 28, 1808. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of James Baby, Esq., (No. 216,) part of which was affirmed on the 20th July 
last, to wit, four acres in front by forty in depth, and the remaining part of said claim, to wit, five acres in front by 
forty in depth, was recons idered. 

And thereupon, from the evidence adduced in 4th volume, page 223, in 5th volume, pages 15 and 123, under the 
dates of 6th and 12th July last, and 14th October instant, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is 
entitled to said described tract of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 216; and 
that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be 
returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Isaac Todd, (No. 266,) which was postponed on the 11th -August last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said described tract of 
land, and that “ have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 266; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Isaac Todd, (No. 267,) which was postponed on the 11th August last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the said described tract 
of land; and, therefore, that his claim be rejected. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Isaac ‘Todd, (No. 268,) which was postponed on the 11th August. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the said described tract of 
land; and, therefore, that his claim be rejected. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Isaac Todd, (No. 269,) which was postponed on the 11th August last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the said described tract 
of land; and, therefore, that his claim be rejected. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of James McGill, (No. 270,) which was postponed on the 11th August last. 

And thereupon it doth epee to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the said described tract 
of land; and, therefore, that his claim be rejected. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of John Askin, Esq. (No. 271,) which was postponed on the 11th August last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the said described tract of 
land; and, therefore, that his claim be rejected. ; ; 

he Board reconsidered the claim of the heirs of William Robertson, deceased, which was postponed on the 
the 13th and the 18th August last. ; : ; 

And rose it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are not entitled to the said described tract 
of land; and, therefore, that their claim be rejected. 


And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, October 31, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to ad journment. 
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No. 337. Jean Baptiste Cuovin.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Chovin, as 
grantee of Charles Chovin, his father; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, to wit: - 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. - 
Sir: OcToBER 29, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
Jand, situate at the Grand Marais, in the district of Detroit, containing two arpents in front by forty in depth, bound- 
ed east-northeast by the lands of the heirs of William McComb, and west-southwest by Jean Baptiste Campeau, 
in front by river Detroit, and in rear by unconceded lands. I claim as grantee of my father, Charles Chovin, who has 


occupied this farm since the year 1782, until the 22d instant. 
JEAN BAPTISTE CHOVIN, his x mark. 


Witness, Peter AupRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front 
by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, east-northeast by lands claimed by the heirs of William McComb, 
deceased, and west-southwest by lands claimed by Jean Baptiste Campeau.. ; 

Whereupon, Jean Simare was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, for these twenty-four years past, the claimant’s father was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and has continued so to this day, and is now still living with his son on the premises. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


TERRITOIRE DE Micuican, District du Detroit: . 

Par devant les témoins soussignés furent présents Charles Chovin, et Louise Chovin son épouse, qu’il autorise 
i effet des présentes, demeurant au Grand Marais, dans le district du Detroit, lesquels considérant leur age 
avancé et leur infirmité, mais néanmoins sains d’esprit, mémoire, et entendement, et en considération de l’amitié et 
de l’amour naturel qu’ils ont pour leur fils, Jean Baptiste Chovin, ont de leur bon gré, et sans aucune contrainte, fait 
donation entre vifs en la eet? “ed forme que faire se peut et irrevocable, au dit Jean Baptiste Chovin, leur fils, & ce 
présent et acceptant donateur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, de tous leur biens, meubles et immeubles, 
consistant les dits biens en une terre de deux arpents de front sur quarante de profondeur, sise et située au Grand 
Marais, dans le district du Detroit, et territoire de Michigan, bornée par devant par la riviére du Detroit, et par 
derriére_par des terres non cédées, a |’est-nord-est par la terre de la famille McComb, et au ouest-sud-ouest par la 
terre de Jean Baptiste Campeau, avec maison et autres batiments susconstruits, circonstances, et dépendances, que 
le dit donataire dit bien savoir et connoitre, ainsy que tous les animaux qui leur appartiennent, meubles de menage, 
ustencils d’agriculture, &c. Cette donation ainsy faitte aux clauses et conditions suivantes, savoir: que le dit Jean 
Baptiste Chovin promet et s’oblige par ces présentes envers les dits Charles Chovin et Louise Chovin, ses pére et 
mére, de les loger, chauffer, et les entretenir de hardes, et linge, suivant leur état, tant en santé qu’en maladie, et 
en cas de maladie, de les soigner et faire soigner comme il convient, et aprés leur mort de les faire enterrer décemment, 
Je tout sous’ peine de revocation des présentes. En vertu et au moyen de ce que dessus, les dits sieurs donateurs ont 
mis et mettent le dit donataire en bonne possession et seizine de tous leurs dits biens, 4 commencer la jouissance de 
ce jour, pour par lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, user, faire jouir, et disposer, comme des biens a lui apparte- 
nant aux clauses et conditions mentionnées cy-dessus, car ainsy est la volonté des dittes parties, &c. 

Fait et passé au Detroit, le vingt-deuxiéme jour du mois d’Octobre, mil huit cent huit, et les parties ont signé, ou 
fait leurs marques accoutumées, et ont scellé aprés que lecture leur a été faitte des présentes, en présence de témoins. 

CHARLES CHOVIN, [1. s.] 
LOUIS CHOVIN, sa x marque, [L. s.] 
Signé, scellé, et delivré, en présence de JEAN BAPTISTE CHOVIN, sa x marque, [1. s.] 
F. Aupratrn, 
Peter AUDRAIN. 


Territory oF Micuican, District of Detroit: 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the justices of the peace in the district of Detroit, the 
parties to the foregoing instrument of writing, to whom I read and explained the same in the French language, and 
they all acknowledged the same to be their voluntary act and deed for the purposes therein contained; that they 
do not wish to retract it, but do consent that it may be recorded. 


In testimony whereof, I hereunto set my hand at Detroit the 22d day of October, 1808. 
PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that * have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 337; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 338. F. Cuasert.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Col. Francis Chabert to a tract of land 
on river Detroit, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol.1, page 175, 
under the date of 22d November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, forty arpents, it being one arpent in front by forty in depth, bounded in front 
by — Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, and on both sides by lands claimed by Messrs. Jacques and Francois 

asselle. 

Whereupon, Charles Poupard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, before the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and has continued so to this day. : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 338; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, together with the, quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. ; 

No. 339. F. Cuapert.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Col. Francois Chabert to a tract of 
land, situate on the river Detroit; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to 


wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. , 
Sir: Detroit, October 31, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate, lying, and being on the river Detroit, containing, by estimation, six hundred and thirty-nine acres, 
bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by lands of Alexis Labadi, northeast by a creek dividing this tract from 
Lasselle’s lands, and southwest by riviére aux Vases. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession of twenty- 


fe d improvements. 
i i at nl FRANCIS CHABERT JONCAIRE. 


Whereupon, Charles Poupard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, for more than fifteen years past, he has cut hay almost every year on this tract of land by 
the permission of the claimant, to whom he has always paid a consideration for the same, and that he has always 
understood that it was Col. Chabert’s property, and that there is no improvement. 
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Col. Gabriel Godfroy, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that he has cut hay, or caused to be cut, 
on the premises, by permission of the claimant, to whom he has always paid a consideration, and that he always con- 
sidered Col. Chabert as the owner of the premises.—Postponed. | 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
REUBEN ATTWATER, 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


No. 12. 


Transcript of the Commissioners of the Land Qffice at Detroit, from the 2d to the 30th day of ‘November, 
inclusively, 1808. : 
Wepnespay, November 2, 1808. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjourament; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

. Fray, November 4, 1808. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 

Monvay, November 7, 1808. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 340, Peter Curry.—The Board took into consideration the claim of i Peter Curry to a tract of land on 
river Rouge, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in val. i, page 113, 
under the date of 18th November, 1805. : 

Whereupon, Patrick Fitzpatrick was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, sixteen or seventeen years ago, the claimant cut timber on the premises for building 
vessels for Meldrum and Park, and for the Northwest Company, and that previous to Ist July, 1796, the claimant had 
made and enclosed a small garden, and that, during the buildings of vessels, there were sheds and huts. built for 
the convenience of the workmen. 

Major Jean Baptiste Cicot, another witness in behalf of the claimant, being sworn, deposed and said, that, pre- 
vious to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant built, on the premises, two vessels, and that, after the arrival of the Ameri- 
cans in this country, the claimant employed several hands in making rails, and cutting ditches on the premises; that 
six years ago, the claimant rented the premises to one Alexander Woillet, who left the premises about two years ago. 

Postponed for further evidence. 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Wepnespay, November 9, 1808. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

. No, 341. Jesse Hicxs.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jesse Hicks to the right of pre-emption 
to a tract of land on Gross Isle; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to 


wit: 
To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, November 8, 1808. 


Please take notice that I enter and claim the right of pre-emption to a certain tract or parcel of land in the 
district of Detroit, containing, by estimation, three hundred and twenty-four acres, situate, lying, and being on the 
island commonly called Gross Isle, eighteen acres in front by eighteen in depth, bounded in front or on the east 
side by the Detroit river, in rear or on the west side also by Detroit river, on the north side by unlocated lands, and 
on the south side by vacant lands. I claimthe right of preference by possession, occupancy, and valuable improve- 
ments made thereon in the year 1803, and continued to this day. 

JESSE HICKS, his x mark. 


Sir: 


Witness, Lampert Laroy. 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and twenty-four acres, it being eighteen acres.in front by eigh- 
teen acres in depth, bounded in front, or on the east side, by the Detroit river, in rear, or on the west side, also, by 
Detroit river, on the north and south by unlocated lands: whereupon, Joseph Barreau was brought forward as a wit- 
ness in behalf of the claimant, who, beg duly sworn, deposed and said, that he knows that the claimant has been 
in possession and occupancy of the premises for near five years past, and has cultivated the same; that the first im- 

rovements were made by one Thomas Williams, and that the claimant has paid rent to the heirs of William 
McComb, deceased, every year. . 

Adna Heacock, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant has been living on the pre- 
mises for better than these four years, and has worked and cultivated the same; that about twenty-five acres are in 
cultivation and under fence. 

No. 342, Francois Duree.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francois Dupée, which was entered 
—— former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 303, under the date of 30th No- 
vember, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred arpents, is situated on a point of land, bounded on one side by 
lake St. Clair, and on the other side by la riviére & la Salmi, about four miles higher than river Huron. 

Whereupon, Pierre Yax was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, about thirteen years ago, the claimant was making improvements on the premises, by building 
a house and a working shop, and a small garden enclosed and seeded, and that he continued until the buildings were 
destroyed by fire about eight years ago, to the best of his knowledge, and that since that time he has not occupied 
the premises.— Postponed. 

No. 343. Pierre Yax.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Yax toa tract of land on lake St. 
Clair, at a place called la pointe de la riviére aux Crapaux; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, November 9, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land situate on lake St. Clair, at a place called la Pointe aux Crapaux, containing twelve arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, and in rear by unconceded lands, on both sides by unlocated lands. I 
claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me. 

t PIERRE Y AX, his x mark. 

Witness, Perer AupRAIN. 

This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and eighty arpents, it being twelve arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear and on both sides by unconceded lands. : 

Whereupon, Francois Dupée was brought forward-as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, wag bag sworn, 
deposed and suid, that, at least thirteen years ago the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises; 


which were then improved, and that ever since to this day he has cultivated, or caused to be cultivated, the same. 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 343; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 344, Prerre Yax.—The Board took into consideration another claim of Pierre Yax, toa tract of land at 
Gross Point; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: ' Derrortr, November 9, 1808. 
‘Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of 
land situate at Gross Point, on lake St. Clair, containing two arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by 
lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, southwest by Benjatuiu Marsac, and northeast by John, Yax. I claim 
and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
; PIERRE Y AX, his x mark. 

Witness, Peter AuDRAIN. 

This tract contains, by estimation, eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front by forty in depth. bounded in 
front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, southwest by lands claimed by Jean Baptiste Marsac, and 
northeast by lands claimed by John Yax. ~ ae 

Whereupon, Pierre Goiiin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the prem- 


ises, and has continued so to this day. re : : ; 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 


land, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 344; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. : oe 
And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Fripay, November 11, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the furenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and there being no business, adjourned 


to Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, November 14, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 345. Wittiam Waxker.—The Board took into consideration the claim of William Walker. toa tract of 
land, situate on river Detroit; and the notice by him filed the 10th August last was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
Territory or Micnican, District of Detroit: 


To Peter AuprRAIN, Esquire, Register of the United ‘oe a Office at Detroit, in the district and territory 
oresaid. 
Sir: Detroit, July 22, 1808. 


I hereby make entry and claim the following improved tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the river De- 
troit, near Brown’s town, being twelve acres in front on said river, by fifty in depth, bounded on the upper side by 
the lands of the United States, and on the lower by the improved lands of the Wyandot Indians; which said tract of 
land I lay claim to by virtue of a long and uninterrupted possession, and improvements. 

WILLIAM WALKER. 
Witnesses for the claimant, 
Apam Brown, 
Jacob VISGER. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred acres, it — twelve acres in front by. fifty in depth, bounded 
on the upper side by the lands of the United States, and on the lower side by the improved lands of the Wyandot 


Indians. 
Whereupon, Adain Brown was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, .who, being duly sworn, 


deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and cultivated the prem- 
ises, and has continued so to this day; and that there are thirteen acres cultivated and under fence.—Postponed. 


And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 
Tuespay, November 15, 1808. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 346. Ienace Tvor, Sen. dit Duvat.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Ignace Tuot, Sen. 
dit Duval, to a tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice filed by him yesterday was 
read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detront. 
Detroit, November 14, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, containing four arpents in front by one hundred and twenty in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, west by Cadit Suzor, and east by Isidore Robert. 
I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me. 

IGNACE TUOT, dit DUVAL, his x mark. 


Sir: 


Witness, Perer AuDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and eighty arpents, it being four arpents in front.by one hun- 
dred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, west by lands claimed 
by Cadit Suzor, and east by lands claimed by Isidore Robert. 

Whereupon, Joseph Menac was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises. 
and. has continued so to this day;,that he, the deponent, originally owned the above described tract of land, which 
he had purchased from the Indians for one hundred and twenty —_ in depth, and that he himself sold it for the 
same depth to one Nadault, from whom the claimant has purchased. era oe 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to ‘the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 346; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plotof the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 347. [store Rosert.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Isidore Robert to a tract of land, 
situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed yesterday was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 











' 
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To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrorr, November 14, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate, lying, and being on the south side of river Raisins, containing about three arpents in front by one hun- 
dred and twenty arpents in depth, bounded in front by said river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, east by Baptiste 
Reaume, and west by Ignace Tuot, Senior. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and im- 


provements. 
Witness, Perer AUDRAIN ISIDORE ROBERT, his x mark. 
itne 55 ei Lf IN. | 


This tract contains, by estimation, about three hundred and sixty arpents, it being about three arpents in front 
by one hundred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, cast by 
Baptiste Reaume, and west by Ignace Tuot, Senior. 

Whereupon, Joseph Menard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, a long-time previous to the Ict July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and has continued so to this day; that he, the deponent, was present when the claimant purchased the 
premises from Isidore Chene, for about three arpents in front by one hundred and twenty arpents in depth. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 347; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 348. Barriste Reaume.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Baptiste Reaume to a tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, and the notice by him filed yesterday was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 


To the Regisier of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, November 14, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate, lying, and being on the south side of river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by one hundred 
and twenty in depth, bounded in front by said river Raisins, in rear by salocatal lands, east by Francois Robert 
and west by Isidore Robert. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made 


by me. 
dite BAPTISTE REAUME, his x mark. 
Witness, Peter AUDRAIN. 


This tract'contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hun- 
dred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by said river Raisins, in rear by unlocated !ands, east by Francois 
Robert, and west by Isidore Robert. ; : 

Whereupon, Joseph Menard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, eighteen or twenty years ago, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so until this day without any interruption. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 348; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 349. Francois Roperr.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francois Robert to a tract of land 
situate on the south side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 1, page 350, under the date of November 30, 1805. 

‘This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and forty arpents, it being twenty arpents in front by twenty- 
two in depth, bounded in front by the river Raisins, and in rear by lands claimed by the claimant, east by lands 
claimed by Meldrum and Park, and west by Jean Baptiste Reaume, Jun. 

Whereupon, Joseph Menard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Jean Baptiste Suzor was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he died; after which time, the claimant married the widow, and has ever since 
possessed and occupied the same.—Postponed. 


No. 350. Tae wipow AND HEIRS oF Francois Menarp, deceased.—'The Board took into consideration the claim 
of the widow and heirs of Francois Menard, deceased, to a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins 
which was entered. with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 373, under the date 
of naan 4, 1805. " men ee ’ 

is tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in fi i 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded ands, east by lands cated by ohn y Pig 
west by lands claimed by Antoine Rivard. ’ 

Whereu n, Joseph Menard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Francois Menard, deceased, was in possession end 
occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; since which time, the widow and heirs have possessed and 
a - same. a * has ih 

nd thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the abov i 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 350; and that they ee Sno i 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned tq the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. . : 


No. 351. JosepH Morisseav.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Morisseau to; { 
land, situate on the south side of riviére aux Sables; and the notice by him filed this day im read in the cs gee 


figures following, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: . Detroit, November 15, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on river Aux Sables, containing three arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, more or less, bounded 
north by said river Aux Sables, south by the lands of the river Raisins settlements, east by Alexis Bourdeaux, and 
west by Jean Baptiste Solo. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by 


me or those from whom [ derive title. 
JOSEPH MORI i 
Witness, Perer AUDRAIN. ¥ SSEAU, his x mark. 


This tract contains, by estimation, seventy-five arpents, it being three arpents in front by twenty-five in d 
more or less, bounded north by river Aux Sables, south by the lands of c* river Raisins? ser atte ae 
Alexis Bourdeaux, and west by lands claimed by Jean Baptiste Solo. ‘ 

Whereupon, Medard Labadi was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said, cord iene to the 1st July, 1796, one Vincent Mahein was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to Pierre Solo, sen., who occupied the same until he died; after which 


time, his son possessed and cultivated the same, until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the 
same to this day. , 
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The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 
TerrirorrE DE Micuican, District d’Erie, ss. 


Par devant moy, George McDougall, notaire public pour le territoire et district cy-dessus, dament nommé, 
commissionné, et sermenté, suivant la loi, et témoins soussignés, fut présent Pierre Solo, résidant dla riviére aux 
Raisins, lequel a reconnu et confessé, par ces présentes, avoir vendu, quitté, transporté, et délaissé, dés. mainte- 
nant et & toujours, avec garantie de tous troubles, dons, dettes, et hypothéques, évictions, aliénations, et de tout 
autre empéchement générallement quelconque, (les droits des Etats Unis seulement exceptés) au Sieur Joseph Mo- 
risseau, i ce présent, et acceptant acquéreur pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, une terre de trois arpents de front 
sur vingt-cing arpents de profondeur, plus ou moins, sur le rivage sud de la riviere aux Sables, bornée au nord par 
la ditte riviére aux Sables, au sud par les terres de la riviére aux Raisins, a |’est par Alexis Boardeaux, et 4 l’ouest 
par J. B. Solo, avec une maison, grange, &c.; ainsy que le tout se comporte, se poursuit, et s’étend de toutes parts, 
circonstances, et dépendances, tant en terre labourée que labourable, et bois de bout, tel que le tout se poursuit et 
comporte, dont le dit acquéreur a dit bien savoir et connoitre pour l’avoir va et visitté,-et dont il est content, satis- 
fait, et a pris possession, sans en rien retenir ni reserver, de toutes parts, et surtout de la part du dit vendeur. Cette 
vente, cession, transporte, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant le prix-et somme de deux cent cinquaute 
piastres, cours des Etats Unis, que le dit acquéreur promet et a payé, comme suit, savoir: cent vingt-cing piastres 
que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu du dit acquéreur avant la possession des présentes, et les autres cent vingt- 
cing piastres que le dit acquéreur promet et s’oblige de bailler et payer au dit sieur vendeur, comme suit: soixante- 
deux piastres et demie le ler jour de Novembre prochain, et les autres soixante-deux piastres et demie le ler jour de 
Novembre qui sera dans l’année de notre Seigneur mil huit cent huits lesquels dits payements se feront en grains ou 
farine, au prix courant, et pour sureté desquels dits payements, la susditte terre présentement vendiie demeurera par 
privilége special, affecté, obligé, et hypothéqué envers le susdit vendeur jusqu’a l’entier et parfait payement sus- | 
mentionné; et au moyen de tout ce que ci-dessus, le dit vendeur transporte au dit acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et 
ayant cause, tous droits de propriété qu’il pouvoit avoir en ou sur la ditte terre présentement vendiie, dont il se dé- 
saissit et demit, voulant et entendant qu’il enjouisse, lui, et ses hoirs, et ayant cause, comme de choses & lui ou eux 
appartenant, en pleine propriété, pour en faire et disposer, comme bon leur semblera, ainsy que les dittes parties 
sont conveniies de bon foi. 

En témoinage de quoi, les dittes parties ont & cecy posées -leurs signatures, par leurs marques usitées, le signe 
de la croix, (n’étant pas capable d’écrire) aprés lecture faitte, en présence de témoins soussignés, et moi, notaire, 
& la riviére aux Raisins, l’an-mil huit cent six, le 6¢me jour de Septembre. 

PIERRE SOLO, sa x marque. [L.s.] 
JOSEPH MORISSEAU, sa x marque. [1.s.] 
Signé et cacheté en présence de 
Laurent Durocuer, 
JosepH LoraNGER. 


GEORGE McDOUGALL, Not. Pub. 7. M.D. E. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 351; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

: Wepnespay, November 16, 1808. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 352. Wuirmore Knacos.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Whitmore Knaggs to a tract of 
land on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice filed by him this day was read in the words and figures fol- 


lowing, to wit: ; 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, November 16th, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of’ 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing four arpents in front by eighty in depth, bounded in front 
by the river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by William Knaggs, and below by Antoine Rivard. I claim 
and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements. 

WILLIAM KNAGGS. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and cis ¢ arpents, it being four arpents in front by eighty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above tae claimed by William Knaggs, 
and below by lands claimed by Antoine Rivard. . 

Whereupon, Joseph Menard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said,.that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession, and tenanted the premises, 
and has continued so to this day. : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 352; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 353. THE HE1Rs oF PrERRE Soro, deceased.—The' Board took into consideration the claim of the heirs of the 
late Pierre Solo, deceased, to a tract of land on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice filed this day in their 
behalf, by Medard Labadi, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Str: Detroit, November 16, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit the claim of the_heirs of 
the late Pierre Solo, deceased, to a tract of land on the north side of river Raisins, containing four arpents in front, 
more or less, by one hundred and twenty in depth, bounded below by lands claimed by J. and F. Lasselle, and 
above by Alexis Labadi, in front by river Raisins, and in rear by unconceded lands. ‘The said heirs claim and set 
up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by them or those from whom they derive title. 

For the heirs of Prerre Soto, 
MEDARD LABADI, his x mark. 
Witness, Peter AupRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and eighty arpents, more or less, it being four arpents in front, 
more or less, by one hundred and twenty arpents in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by uncon- 
ceded. lands, above by lands claimed by Alexis Labadi, and below by lands claimed by J. and. F. Lasselle. 

Whereupon, Joseph Menard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Pierre Solo, deceased, was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; since which time, the heirs have occupied the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 353; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 
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No. 354. Apam Brown.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Adam Brown to a tract of land, situate 
on the west side of Brownstown creek; and the notice by him filed yesterday was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
To Peter Auprain, Esq. Register of the Land Office in the District of Detroit. 
NovemBER 15, 1808. 


Sir: 

In pursuance of the different acts of Congress, in this behalf made and provided, I hereby give you notice 
that I claim the farm whereon I now live, situate, lying, and being on the west side of a creek commonly called 
Brownstown creek, containing six hundred and forty acres of land, being sixteen acres in front by forty acres in 
depth, bounded in front by said Brownstown creek, in rear, due west, by unlocated lands, on the south side of my 
orchard by the Indian village, and on the north by the United States’ lands; which said tract of land I hold and 
claim by virtue of the uninterrupted possession, occupancy, and improvements of the same, several years prior to 


the Ist July, 1796. 
ADAM BROWN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by a creek called Brownstown creek, in rear, due west, by unlocated lands, on the south side of 
my orchard by the Indian village, and on the north by the United States’ lands. 

Whereupon, William Walker was brought forward as a4 witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, (leposed and said, that, seven years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occu- 

ancy of the premises, and has cultivated part of said premises every year to this day; that about twenty acres are 
in cultivation, and that there is on the premises a flourishing orchard. —Postponed. 

No. 355. Apam Browyx.—The Board took into consideration another claim of Adam Brown to a tract of land, 
situate near the village of Brownstown; and the notice by him filed yesterday was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
To Perer Auprain, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Derroit, November 15, 1808. 


Sir: 

You will please take notice that I set up title, and make claim to a certain tract of land, situate, lying, and 
being in the said district of Detroit, containing six hundred and forty acres of land, bounded on the west by Browns- 
town creek, on the east by William Walker, on the south by Indian corn fields towards the Detroit river, and on 
the north, following the division line of the said William: Walker’s plantation; which said tract of land I hold and 
claim by virtue of the uninterrupted possession, occupancy, and improvements thereof, for several years prior to the 


Ist day of July, 1796. ; 
: ADAM BROWN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, and is bounded west by Brownstown creek, 
east by lands claimed by William Walker, south by Indian corn fields towards the river Detroit, and north, follow- 
ing the division line of the said William Walker’s plantation. | 

Whereupon, William Walker was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
ane that there is a house and barn erected on the said premises, and also.a small orchards and that the claimant 

as cultivated, or caused to be cultivated, part of the said premises every year to this day; and that about forty acres 
are in cultivation, or meadow land.—Postponed. 

No. 356. Meparp Lasap1.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Medard Labadi to the right of pre- 
ference to a tract of land, situate on river 41a Savatte; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words 


and figures following, to wit: a. 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, November 16, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim,to a right of pre- 
ference to a tract of land, situate, lying, and being on river a la Savatte, containing four acres in front by eighteen: 
acres in depth, bounded in front by the river & la Savatte, in rear by lands of Medard Coutiére, east by Baptiste 
Bourdeau, and west by Joseph Tuot, Jun. dit Duval. I claim by virtue of possession and improvements. 

MEDARD LABADI, his x mark. 


Witness, Peter AuDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, seventy-two acres, it being four acres in front by eighteen acres in depth. 
bounded in front by riviére & la Savatte, in rear by lands claimed by Medard Couture, east by lands claimed by 
Baptiste Bourdeau, and west by lands claimed by Joseph Tuot, Jun. dit Duval. ; 

Whereupon, Joseph Menard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the month of March, 1804, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day. ‘ ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the right of pre-emption to the 
above described tract of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 356; and that he 
return the same, together with a receipt from the Receiver of public moneys for at least one-fourth part of the pur- 
chase money, to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit, on or before the first day of January next. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
; Fripay, November 18, 1808. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 357. ANToINE LasseLLE, Jun.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Antoine Lasselle, Jun. as 
grantee of Alexander Bouvie, to a tract of land, situate on river & Dulu; and the notice by him filed this day was 


read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, November 18, 1808. 


Sir: 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim, as grantee of 
Alexander Bouvie, to a tract of land, situate on the river & Dulu, in the district of St. Clair, containing sixteen ar- 
nts in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by said river a Dulu, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by 
rangois Bonhomme, and on the other side by the United States’ lands. I claim and set up title by virtue of pos- 
session, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
ANTOINE LASSELLE, Jun. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by river & Dulu, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by Frangois Bon- 
homme, and on the other side by lands of the United States. : : ; 

Whereupon, Charles Pouier was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, seven years previous to the Ist July, 1796, Alexander Bouvie was in possession and occupan- 
cy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and tenanted the same to this 


day; there are about six arpents in cultivation and enclosed. ; ; 
The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 
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TERRITOIRE DE Micuican, District du Detroit: 

Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent Alexander Bouvie, de Ja riviére 4 Dulu, dans le district de St. 
Clair, lequel reconnoit par ces présentes avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, 
avec garantie de toutes dettes, hypothéques, dlons, douaires, évictions, aliénation, substitution, et de tout trouble et 
empéchement ent quelconque, (excepté de la part du Gouvernement des Etats Unis de |l’Amerique,) & 
Antoine Lasselle, Jun. & ce présent acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, une terre 
ou plantation sise et située & la riviére & Dulu, dans le district de St. Clair,et territoire de Michigan, consistant en 
seize arpents de front sur quarante de profondeur, bornée par devant par la ditte riviére & Dulu, et par derriére par 
des terres non concédées, d’un cété par la terre de Francois Bonhomme, et de l’autre coté par la terre des Etats 
Unis, ainsy que le tout se poursuit, se comporte, et s’étend de toutes parts, circonstances, et dépendances, que le dit 
acquéreur dit bien savoir et connvitre, et dont il dit étre content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy, fait pour et moyennant le prix et somme de cent cinquante 
pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu comptant du dit acquéreur lors et avant 
la passation des présentes, dont il le tient quitte et déchargé, ainsy que tous autres. Au moyen dé quoy, le dit ven- 
deur a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transporte au dit acquéreur, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, 
tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous, autres droits qu’il a et a pa avoir sur la ditte terre 
susvendiie, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra 
en vertu des présentes. Fait et passé au Detroit, le 17¢me jour de mois de Novembre, 1808; et le dit vendeur a 
signé ou fait sa marque, scellé, aprés lecture faitte, en présence de témoins. 

ALEXANDRE BOUVIE, sa x marque. [L. s. ] 


Scellé et délivré en présence de 
Pu. Lecuyer, 
PETER AUDRAIN. 


Terrirory oF Micuiean, District of Detroit: 

Personally came and appeared before me, the undersigned, one. of the Justices of the Peace for the District of 
Detroit, Alexander Bouvie, the above grantor, and acknowledged that he had of his own tree will executed ‘the fore- 
going instrument of writing, sealed and delivered the same for the purposes therein contained, and that as such it 
may be recorded. : 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, at Detroit, the 17th day of November, 1808. 

PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 357; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. ; / 
No. 358. Metprum and Parx.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Meldrum and Park to a tract of 
land on river St. Clair; and the notice by them filed yesterday was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. . 
Detroit, November 17, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim to a tract of land, 
situate, lying, and being on river St. Clair, containing ten acres in front by thirty acres in depth, bounded in front by 
the said river St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands claimed by Meldrum and Park, and below by a 
tree marked M. P. K. We claim by virtue of a long, uninterrupted possession, occupancy, and improvements made 


by us. 
‘ For Metprvum and Park, 
GEORGE MELDRUM. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred acres, it being ten acres in front by thirty in depth, bounded in 
front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands of the claimants, and below by a tree marked 
M. P. K. 

Whereupon, Henry Saunders was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimants were in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and that from that time to this day they have cultivated the same by their tenants; above fifty acres are 


enclosed. 
Peter Curry, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that the above testimony of Henry Saunders is 


correct. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 358; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therewh contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Peter Curry, which was postponed on the 7th November instant. 

Whereupon, John Shaw was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, in the year 1801, Joseph Rigby was living on the premises, but doth not know whether it was 
as a tenant to the claimant; that, after Rigby left the premises, Joseph Weaver took possession, and lived on the same 
as a tenant of the claimant; after Weaver, Alexander Woillet lived on the- premises, and continued on the same 


until last fall.—Postponed. 

No. 359. Domintqurt Drovyarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Dominique Drouyard toa 
tract of land, situate on Otter creek, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at De- 
troit, in vol. 1, page 270, under thie date of 29th November, 1805. : | 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by about forty 
in depth, bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by river Aux Vases, east by lands claimed by Etienne {Laviolette, 


and west by lands claimed by Jacques Lasselle. : ‘ 
Whereupon, Francois Lionard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 


premises, and has continued so tothisday. } th; 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 359; and that he cause the same to be sur- 


veyed, and a plot.of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. ; 
No. 360. Francots Lionarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francois Lionard to a tract of 
land, situate on Otter creek, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 
1, page 271, under the date of 29th November, 1805. fis 
This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred arpents, being four arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, 
bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by river Aux Vases, east by lands claimed by Andre Jourdain, and west’ by 


lands claimed by Prospect ‘Thibault. é : ; 
_ Whereupon, Dominique Drouyard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, tne claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 


premises, and has continued so to this day. 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
Jand, and that have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 360; and that he cause the same tobe sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Officeat Detroit. 


No. 361. Jean Bariste Roz.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Batiste Roe to a tract of land 
situate on Otter creek, which was entered with the former commissioners, in vol 1, page 275, under the date of 29th 
November, 1805. ‘This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in 
front. by forty in depth; bounded in: frent by Otter creek, in rear by unlocated -lands, east by Jands claimed by 
Joseph St. Bernard, and west by lands claimed by Jacques Prudhomme. 

Whereupon, Francois Lionard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certtiicate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 361, and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at. Detroit. 


No. 362. THe vecar ueirs oF Ettenne Laviotetre, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of 
the legal heirs of Etienne Laviolette, deceased, to a tract of Jand, situate on Otter creek, which was entered with 
the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 281, by Catherine Susor, under the date of 
29th November, 1805. ‘This tract contains, by estimation, seventy-five arpents, it being three arpents in front by 
twenty-five in depth, bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by river aux Vases, east hy Jands claimed by Etienne 
Robidou, and west by lands claimed by Dominique Drouyard. 

Whereupon, Dominique Drouyard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the late Etienne Laviolette was in possession and 
pee iva of the premises: and continued so until he died; since which time, the widow and children have occu- 

ied the same. 
‘ And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 362; and that they cause the same 
to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 


Saturpay, November 19, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 363. Jean Baptiste Tattton.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Taillon to a tract 
of land, situate on the river aux Loutres, which was entered by J. and F. Lasselle with the former Commissioners 
of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, pagé 242, under the date of the 27th of November, 1805. This tract con- 
tains, by estimation, about one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front _by about forty in depth: 
bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by river Aux Vases, east by lands claimed by the heirs of Ganier, and 
west by lands claimed by Joseph St. Bernard. i 

Whereupon, Dominique Drouyard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant began to possess, occupy, and cultivate, the premises in the year 1794, 
and has continued so to this day. ‘ ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 363; and that he cause the same 
to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, together with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the 
Register of the Land Office at Detroit. : 


No. 364. Louis Monmini1.—The Board took into_consideration the claim of Louis Monmini to a tract of land, 
situate on Otter creek, which was entered by J. and F. Lasselle with the former Commissioners of the Land Office 
at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 241, under the date of 27th November, 1805. ‘This tract contains, by estimation, about 
one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front, by about forty in depth; bounded in front by Otter 
creek, and in rear by river aux Vases, on one side by Jean Monmini, and on the other side by Francois Monmini. 

Whereupon, Dominique Drouyard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 364; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 365. ArmaBLe Betiair.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Aimable Bellair to a tract of land 
situate on Otter creek, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, 
page 278, under the date of 28th of November, 1805. ‘This tract contains, by estimation, about two hundred and 
forty arpents, it pie a arpents in front by about forty in depth; bounded in front by Otter creek, and in rear by 
river aux Vases, east by lands claimed by Jean Baptiste Lapoint, and west by the highway. 

Whereupon, Dominique Drouyard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Colonel John Anderson possessed and tenanted the 
a oe and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied: the same since that time 
to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 365; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 366. Jean Dusrau.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Duseau to a tract of land, situate 
on Otter creek, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 
276, under the date of 29th November, 1805. ‘This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred arpents, being 
twenty-five arpents in depth by four in front, bounded front by Otter creek, and in réar by the farms of the settle- 
ment of Plaisance, east by lands claimed by Batiste Dubreuil, and west by lands claimed by Nicholas Drouillard. 

Whereupon, Dominique Drouillard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Charles Drouillard was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Joseph Chattebraux, from whom the claimant purchased about 
eight years ago, and has since occupied the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract oc. 
Jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 366; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be delivered to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 367. Te Lecat nerrs oF Nronoras Drovittarp, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim 
of the legal heirs of Nicholas Drouillard, deceased, to a tract of land situate on Otter creek; and the notice filed. was 
read in the words and figures following, to wit: 
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To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. ; 
Derroit, November 19, 1808. 


SiR: 

Take notice that we claim title to a tract of land, situate, lying, and being on Otter creek, ‘containing four 
arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, bounded in front by said creek, in rear by lands of Plaisance settlement, 
east by lands of Jean Duseau, and west by lands of Ignace Tuot, Jun. dit Duval. We claim title by virtue of 
possession, occupancy, and improvements made by us or those from whom we derive title. 

PETER AUDRAIN, 
For the heirs of Nicholas Drouillard. 


This tract contains, by estimation, about one hundred arpents, it being about four arpents in front by twenty-five 
in depth, bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by the lands of Plaisance settlement, east by lands claimed by 
Jean Duseau, and west by lands claimed by Ignace Tuot, Jun. dit Duval. 

Whereupon, Dominique Drouillard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said,that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Antoine Guy was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold it, about ten years ago, to the late.Nicholas Drouillard, deceased, who pos- 
— and occupied the same until he died; since which time, the widow .and children have vccupied the same to 
this day. 

And. thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
jand,.and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 367; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 368. THE LEGAL HEIRS OF Ianace TvorT, Jun. deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of the 
legalfheirs of the late Ignace Tuot, Jun. deceased, to a tract of land, situate on Otter creek, which was entered with 
the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 277, under the date of the 29th of Novem- 
ber, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred arpents, it being four arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, 
bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by lands claimed by Claude Couture, east by Jands claimed by the heirs of 
the late Nicholas Drouillard, and west by lands claimed by Charles Drouillard. 

Whereupon, Dominique Drouillard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the late Ignace ‘uot, Jun. deceased, was in posses- 
sion and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; since which time, the widow and children have 
occupied the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 368; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 


of the Land Office at Detroit. - 

No. 369. JosepH Monmint.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Monmini to a tract of land, 
situate on Otter creek, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, 
page 374, under the date of the 4th of December, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred arpents, it being four arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, 
bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by lands claimed by Medard Couture, east by lands claimed by Jacques 
Ganier, and west by lands claimed by Joseph Chatelreaux. 

Whereupon, Dominique Drouillard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who. being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Francois Billet possessed and cultivated the premises, 
and continued so until he sold to Pierre Montcur, who sold to Jean Baptiste Lefevre, who made a present to the 
pr ype my has cultivated the same these six years; a house is built, and twenty-four arpents are in cultivation 
and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 369; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot ef the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 370. JosepH Cuatereaux.—The Board took inte consideration the claim of Joseph Chatelreaux toa tract,of 
land, situate on Otter creek, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
vol. 1, page 284, under the date of the 29th of November, 1805. : 

This tract contains, by estimation, about one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty 
in depth, bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by the lands of Plaisance settlement, east by lands claimed by 
Joseph Monmini, and west by !ands claimed by Jean Louis Bellair. 

Whereupon, Dominique Drouillard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Francois Billet was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to Pierre Montour, who sold to Jean Baptiste Lefevre, who made a 
present of the same to the claimant, who has occupied the same these five or six years; has built a house, barn, and 
stables, with about twenty-four arpents in cultivation and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 3703 and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 


of the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 371. Jean Louis Bettair.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Louis Bellair to a tract 
of land, situate on Otter creek, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, 
in vol. 1, page 285, under the date of the 29th of November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by Otter creek, and in rear by the lands of the settlement of Plaisance, east by lands claimed by 
Joseph Chatelreaux, and west by lands claimed by Jean Batiste Couture. 

Whereupon, Dominique Drouillard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Francois Billet possessed and cultivated the premises, 
and continued so until he sold to the claimant, twelve years ago, who has ever since to this day occupied the same; 
nas built a house and barn, and has planted an orchard bearing apples and peaches. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 371; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 372. Etienne Rozipov.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Etienne Robidou to a tract of 
land, situate on Otter creeks and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, 


to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Derroit, Vovember 18, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 


land, situate on Otter creek, containing four arpents in front by about twenty-five in depth, bounded in front by 
Otter creek, in rear by river aux Vases, east by lands claimed by Francois Valiquet, and west by lands claimed by 
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Antoine Lafontaine. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me 
since the year 1794. . 
For Ertenne Rosipovu 


DOMINIQUE DROUILLARD. 


This tract contains, by estimation, about one hundred arpents, it being four arpents in front by about twenty-five 
in depth, bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by river aux Vases, east by lands claimed by Francois Valiquet, 
and west by lands claimed by Antoine Lafontaine. 

Whereupon, Dominique Drouillard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession, and cultivated the 
premises, and has continued so to this day without any interruption. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 372: and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 373. Icnacz Moras.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Ignace Moras to two tracts of land, 
(now united into one farm) situate on the river Huron; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detrorr, November 19, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to two tracts 
of land, (now united into one farm,) situate on river Huron of lake St. Clair, containing, together, eight and a half 
arpents in front, extending in depth to lake St. Clair, bounded in front by river Huron, above by the lands of the 
widow and heirs of Alexis Peltier, deceased, and below by lake St. Clair. The first tract I purchased (as per deed 
herewith) from Louis Baudin, and the other from Pierre Goiiin, entered by said Goiiin with the former Commis- 
sioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 305, under the date of the 5th of February, 1805. I claim and 
set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 


IGNACE MORAS, his x mark. 

Witness, Perer AuDRAIN. 

This tract contains, by estimation, arpents, it being eight and a half arpents in front, extending in depth 
to lake St. Clair, bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by lake St. Clair, above by lands claimed by the widow 
and heirs of the late Alexis Peltier, deceased, and below by lake St. Clair. This farm is not to exceed, in the 
whole, six hundred and forty acres. ; 

Whereupon, Robert Robertjean was. brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, Michael Comparet was in possession and occupancy of the 
first tract, and continued so until he sold to Jean Baptiste Bodin, who occupied the same until he sold to the claim- 
ant, who has possessed and cultivated the same to this day; that, with respect to the second tract, previous to the 
Ist of July, 1796, Seraphin Loson was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold 
to Jean Baptiste Bodin, who sold to Pierre Goiiin, from whom the claimant has purchased, and has occupied the 
same to this day. ; x ; ; 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 





Terrirory oF Micuican, District of Detroit, ss. 


Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent le sieur Pierre Goiiin, du district du Detroit, lequel reconnoit 
avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, avec garantie de tous troubles, dons, douaires, 
hypotheques, évictions, aliénations, et de tout empéchement générallement quelconque, (excepté dela part du Gou- 
vernemént des Etats Unis de l’Amerique) au sieur Ignace Moras, aussi du district du Detroit, & ce présent accep- 
tant acquéreur pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, une terre ou plantation sise et située & la riviére aux 
Hurons, dans le district de Huron, et territoire de Michigan, contenante a peu prés de huit & dix arpents de front, 
et s’étendant en profondeur jusqu’au lac St. Clair, bornée par devant par la riviére aux Hurons, et par derriére 
par le lac St. Clair, en haut par une terre de l’acquéreur, et en bas par le lac St. Clair, tel et ainsy que la ditte terre 
se poursuit et comporte et s’étend de toutes parts, circonstances, et dépendances, ensemble les batiments suscon- 
truits, que le dit acquéreur dit bien savoir et connoitre, et dont il dit étre content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant le prix et somme de cent quarante- 
cing pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu comptant lors et avant la passa- 
tion des présentes du dit acquéreur, dont il le tient quitte et déchargé, ainsy que tous autres. 

Au moyen de quoy, le dit Pierre Goiiin a de ce moment transporte, et par ces présentes transporte au dit Ignace 
Moras, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres 
droits qu’il a et a pu avoir sur la ditte terre ou plantation, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne posses- 
sion et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’ii appartiendra en vertu des présentes. 

Fait et passé au Detroit, le douziéme jour du mois de Septembre, 1808; et le dit Pierre Goiiin a signé et 
scellé en présence de témoin, aprés que lecture lui a été faitte des présentes. 

PIERRE GOUIN. [1 s.] 


Scellé et délivré en présence de © 
Jos. Watson. 


Territory or Micuiean, District of Detroit, ss. 


Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the justices of the peace in the district of Detroit, 
Peter Goiiin, the above grantor, who acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing to be his act and deed for the 
purposes therein contained. In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, at Detroit, the 13th day of Sep- 


tember, 1808. 
PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 373; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 374. THE wipow AND HEIRS OF ALexis PextiEr, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of 
the widow and heirs of Alexis Peltier, deceased, to a tract of land on river Huron; and the notice by them filed on 
the 11th July last was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, July 11, 1808, 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim, for myself and 
children, to a tract of lana, situate onjriver Huron, of lake St. Clair, containing three arpents in front by aboutitwenty- 
five or thirty arpents in depth, bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by lake St. Clair, on one side by Joseph 
Robertjean, and on the other side by Ignace Moras. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and 
improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 


WIDOW AND HEIRS OF ALEXIS PELTIER, deceased, x. 
Witness, Ienacre Moras, his x mark.. 
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This tract contains, by estimation, about ninety arpents, it being three arpents in front by about thirty in depth, 

bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by lake St. Clair, west by lands claimed by Joseph Robertjean, and easi 
y lands claimed by Ignace Moras. 

Whereupon, Robert Robertjean was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 

sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Alexis Peltier, deceased, was in possession and 
‘occupancy of the premises, and continued,so until he died; since which time, the widow and children have occupied 
the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 374; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Monpay, November 21, 1808. 

The Board thet at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 375. Jean B. La Pornre.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean B. La Pointe to a tract of 
land, situate on Otter creek, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
vol. 2, page 51, under the.date of 25th January, 1806. ae ; 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by Otter Creek, in rear by river aux Vases, on one side by lands claimed by Amable Bel- 
lair, and on the other side by lands claimed by Jean Baptiste Lasselle. ' 

Whereupon, Dominique Drouillard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Prospect Thibault was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Francois Berard, who sold to Jean Monmini, who sold to 
Amable Bellair, from whom the claimant has purchased, and has possessed and occupied the same these five years 
past; that there are about thirty-six arpents in cultivation and under fence, ; » 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners, that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No, 375; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 376. Francois Vatiquet-—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francois Valiquet, as grantee 
of Antoine Guy, toa tract of land, situate on Otter creek, which was entered by said Antoine Guy with the former 
Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 282, under the date of 29th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred arpents, it being four arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, 
bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by river aux Vases, east by lands claimed by Prospect Thibault, and wesc 
by Jands claimed by Etienne Robidou. : } 

Whereupon, Dominique Drouillard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, twelve years ago, the said tract was cultivated by Pierre Foucreau, dit Misac, and 
continued so until he sold to Antoine Guy, who possessed the same until the 4th April, 1806, when he sold to the 
claimant, who has occupied the same to this day; that about sixty farpents are in cultivation and under fence; also, 
a dwelling: house, barn, stables, &c. : 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 


TerriroirE DE Micuigan, District d’ Erie, ss. 


Par devant moy, George McDougall, notaire public pour le district cy-dessus, diiment commissionné et ser- ; 
menté selon la loi, et temoins soussignés, fat présent Antoine Guy, habitantde la riviere aux Loutres, dans le dit dis- 
trict Erie, lequel a reconnu, et par ces présentes reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant 
et 2 toujours, au Sieur Francois Valiquet tous et tels droits qu’il a ou peut avoir sur une terre sise et située & la riviére 
aux Loutres, de quatre arpents de front sur vingt-cing de profondeur, plus au moins, bornée par devant par la ditte 
riviére aux Loutres, et par derriére par la riviére, aux Vases, & Vest par la terrede Prospect ‘Thibeault, et & l’ouest 
par celle d’Etienne Robidou; avec les batiments, clotures, &c. susconstruit. En considération qu’il me permit de 
recoltés la semence que j’y ai fait dessus, ayant vendu la ditte terre a Pierre Foucreau, qui ’la vendu ce jour au dit 
Francois Valiquet. Je prie les honorables commissioners nommé par le Gouvernement des Etats Unis de préter 
attentions & ceci, comme c’est la méme terre que j’ai entrée au Bureau des Terres l’automne passé. Riviére aux 
Raisins, Je 11 Avril, 1806. 


' ANTOINE GUY, sa X marque. 
Fraxcois NAVARRE. 


Geo. McDoveaut, N. P. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 376; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 377. ANDRE Jourpain.—The Board took into consideration the claim of André Jourdain to a tract of land, 
situate on Otter creek, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, 
page 273, under the date of the 29th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, arpents; it is situate on the southerly side of river aux Loutres, begin- 
ning at the mouth thereof, going up said creek until it intersects the farm of Francois Lionard, following his division 
line ina southerly direction until it strikes river aux Vases, going down said river; aux Vases until it empties into 
lake Erie, and from thence to the mouth of Otter creek, the place of departures; bounded west by lands claimed by 
Francois Lionard, and east by lake Erie. : 

Whereupon, Frangois Lionard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Alexander Woillet was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Joseph Guy, from whom the claimant has purchased, and has 
possessed and occupied the same ever since to this day; that there are thirty or forty arpents in cultivation and 
under fence, a dwelling-house, a barn, and out-houses, &c. This farm is not to exceed six hundred and forty acres. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 377; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 378. Jacques PrupHommMe.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Prudhomme to a tract 
of land, situate on Otter creek, which was entered by Jacques and Frangois Lasselle, in his behalf, with the former 
Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, vol. 1, page 122, under the date of 19th January, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, about two hundred and forty arpents, it being three arpents in front by about 
eighty in depth, bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by river aux Vases, on one side by lands claimed by Fran- 
gois Soudriette, and on the other side by lands claimed by Louis Monmini. ; 

Whereupon, Dominique Drouillard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Frangois Monmini was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Jacques Lasselle, from whom the claimant has purchased about 
six years ago, and has occupied the same ever since to this day; that about forty-five arpents are in cultivation, with 
a dwelling-house, barn, and stables. 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 378; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 379. JosepH Louis ‘Trempte.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Louis Tremblé to 


a tract of land, situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: 

Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district ef Detroit, situate, lying, and being or 
lake St. Clair, containing. by estimation, four hundred and eighty arpents, it being six arpents in front by eighty in 
depth, bounded in front by said lake, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the northeast by lands claimed by Charles 
Goiiin, and on the southwest by lands claimed by John Litle. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and 
valuable improvements made thereon by me previous tv the year 1796, and continued to this day. 


JOSEPH LOUIS TREMBLE, his x mark. 
Witness, Lamperr Laroy. 


This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and eighty arpents, it.being six arpents in front by eighty ir 
depth, bounded in front by jake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, northeast by lands claimed by Charles Goiiin. 
and southwest by lands claimed by John Litle. 

Whereupon, Frangois Chartier was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and guid, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day without any interruption. : 
~ And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 379; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of Jand therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 380. Francois Variquit.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Frangois Valiquet, as grantee 
of Amable Bellair, to a tract of land, situate on Otter creek, which was entered with the former Commissioners of 
the Land Office at Detroit, by said Amable Beliair, in vol. 2, page 71, under the date of 25th January; 1806. 

‘Vhis tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by about forty 
in depth, bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by river aux Vases, on one side by lands claimed by the heirs of 
Jacques Ganier, deceaseti, and on the other by lands claimed by Jacques and Francois Lasselle. 

Whereupon, Dominique Drouillard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said. that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Bodin was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to Francois Soudriette, who sold to Amable Bellair, from whom the 
claimant has purchased, and has occupied the same to this day. Nine or ten arpents are in cultivation and enclosed. 
—Postponed. 

No. 381. Jacques anD-Francois Lasseiite.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacquesand Fran- 
cois Lasselle to a tract of land, situate on Otter creek, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 122, under the date of 19th January, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by about forty 
in depth, bounded in front by Otter creek, and in rear by river aux Vases, on one side by lands claimed by Dom:- 
nique Drouillard, and on the other side by lands claimed by Francois Soudriette. 

‘hereupon, Dominique Drouillard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Medard Couture was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to Pierre Robidou, who sold to J. and F. Lasselle, who sold to Etienne 
Robidou, who sold to Baptiste Couture, from whom the claimants have purchased, and have possessed and tenanted 
the same to this day. Thirty arpents are in cultivation and enclosed, with a dwelling-house, and out-houses. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 381; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity ef land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 382. Jacques aNp Francots LassELLE, ADMINISTRATORS oF JosEPH Hyracur, deceased.—The Board took 
into consideration the claim of Jacques and Francois Lasselle, as administrators of the late Joseph Hyrague, deceased. 
to three tracts of land, (now united into one farm,) situate on Otter creek, which was entered with the former Com- 
missioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 122, under the date of 19th January, 1805, 

This tract contains, by estimation, about four hundred arpents, it being ten arpents in front by about forty in 
depth, bounded in front by Otter creek, in rezr by unconceded lands, east by lands claimed by Charles Drouillard. 
and west by unlocated lands. 

Whereupon, Dominique Drouillard was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn,-deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Paul Campeau, Joseph Drouillard, and Francois 
Campeau were in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until they sold each one tract to 
Joseph Hyrague, deceased, who possessed and occupied the same uatil he died; since which time, the claimants, as 
administrators, have tenanted the same for the use of the Jegal heirs of the said Joseph Hyrague.—Postponed. 

No. 383. Jean Baptiste Lassexrite.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Lasselle to 
a tract of ‘land, situate on Otter creek, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 1, page 92, under the date of 16th January, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by about 
forty in depth, bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by river aux Vases, on one side by lands claimed by Louis 
Monmini, and on the other side by lands claimed by Jean Monmini. 

Wherettpon, Dominique Drouiilard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Baptiste Drouillard was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Jean Monmini, from whom the claimant has purchased, and has 

sessed and tenanted the same to this day; about twenty arpents are cultivated and enclosed. The claimant has 

een in possession about eight years. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 383; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register o! 


the Land Office at Detroit. 

No, 384. Tur Lecar nes or Jacques Ganter, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of the 
legal heirs of Jacques Ganier, deceased, to a tract of land, situate on Otter creek; and the notice filed by André 
Jourdain, in their behalf was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


. 


Detroit, November 21, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit the claim of the legal heirs 
of the late Jacques Ganier, deceased, to a tract of land, situate on Otter creek, containing about nine arpents in front 


Sir: 
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by about sixty in depth, bounded in front by Otter creek, and in rear by river aux Vases, east by Francois. Va- 
liquet, and west by Jean Batiste Taillon. They claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, aud improvements {made 


by the late Jacques Ganier. | 
ANDRE JOURDAIN, his x. mark. 
Witness, Pevrer AuDRAIN. 
This tract contains, by estimation, about five hundred and forty arpents, it béing about nine arpents in front by 


about sixty in depth, bounded in front by Otter creek, and in rear by river aux Vases, east by lands claimed by 
Francois Valiquet, and west by lands claimed by Jean Ratiste Taillon. 

Whereupon, Francois Valiquet was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant; who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Joseph Ganier, deceased, was in possession 
and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he-dieds; since which time, his widow and children have 
occupied the same to this day; a dwelling-house, barn, and out-houses are erected on the premises, and more than 
thirty arpents are in cultivation and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 384; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit.- 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. : 
Wepnespay, November. 23, 1808. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 385. Louis Tremsire, Sen.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Tremblé to a tract: of 
Jand, situate on river Detroit; and the notice by him filed on the 21st November instant was read in the words and 


figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, November 21, 1808. 


Sir: 
Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 

the river Detroit, containing, by estimation, about two hundred and fifty arpents, it being three arpents and three 

erches in front by eighty in depth, bounded in front by said yiver, and in rear by unlocated lands,: northeast by 
ands of ‘Thomas Tremblé, and southwest by lands of Joseph Lionard Tremblé. 1 claim title by virtue of posses- 
sion, occupancy, and very valuable improvements, such as horse mill, water mills, dwelling-houses, barns, stables, 
&c. made thereon by me many years previous to the Ist day of July, 1796, and continued to this day. 
LOUIS TREMBLE, his x mark. 


Witness, Lambert Laroy. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and fifty arpents, it being three arpents and three perches in 
front by eighty arpents in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unlocated lands, northeast by lands 
claimed by Thomas Tremblé, and southwest by lands claimed by Joseph Lionard Tremblé. 

Whereupon, Michael Yax was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that the claimant has possessed the premises for more than thirty. years, and still doth occupy the 
same: two dwelling-houses, a grist and saw mill are erected on the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 385; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. ; 

No. 386. JosepH Lionarp TremBieE.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Lionard Trem- 
blé to a tract of land, situate, lying, and being on river Detroit; and the notice filed by him the 21st November 


instant was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Derroit, November 21, 1808. 


Sir: 

Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on the 
river Detroit, containing, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being three arpents in front by eighty 
in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands, northeast by Louis Tremblé, and south- 
west by Robert Marsac. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and very valuable improvements made by 
me many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, and continued to this date. 

JOSEPH LIONARD TREMBLE, his xmark. 


Witness, Lampert Laroy. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being three arpents in front by ‘eighty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, and in rear by unlocated lands, northeast by lands claimed by Louis 
Tremblé, and southwest by lands. claimed by Robert Marsac. 

Whereupon, Michael Yax was brought iorward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that the claimant has been in possession and occupancy of the premises these thirty-five years at 
least, and still occupies the same: a dwelling-house, barn, and stables are erected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
Jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 386; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot. of the’ survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. = 

No. 387.. MicuaeL Yax.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Michael Yax to a tract of land, situate 
on the river Detroit;,and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit. 
Detrort, November 23, 1808. 


Sir: 

Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on the 
river Detroit, containing, by estimation, three hundred and twenty arpents, it being four arpents in front by eighty 
in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the northeast by lands claimed by Jo- 
seph Laderoute, and on the southwest by lands claimed by Pierre Chene. I claim title by virtue of possession, oc- 
cupancy, and valuable improvements made thereon previous to the Ist July, 1796, and continued to this date. 

MICHAEL YAX, his x mark. 


Witness, Lampert Laroy. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and twenty arpents, it being four arpents in front by eighty in 
depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands, northeast by lands claimed by Joseph Lade- 
route, and southwest by lands claimed by Pierre Chene. _ nt ah ; } 

Whereupon, Joseph Lionard Tremblé was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant has been in possession and occupancy of the premises more than 
twenty-six years ago, and still occupies thesame, A dwelling-house, barn, and stables are erected thereon. 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 387; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 388. T HoMAS T'REMBLE.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Thomas Tremblé to a tract of 
land, situate on river Detroit; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of tie Land Office at Detroit. ‘ 


Sir: Detrorr, November 23, 1808. 

Please to take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being 
on the river Detroit, containing, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being two arpents in front by 
eighty'in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the northeast by Jands claimed 
by Collet Campeau, and on the southwest by lands claimed by Louis Tremblé. I claim title by virtue of possession, 
occupancy, and valuable improvements made thereon by me or those from whom I derive title. 


THOMAS TREMBLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being two arpents in front by eighty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unlocated lands, northeast by lands claimed by Collet Campean, 
and southwest by lands claimed by Louis Tremble. ; g 

Whereupon, Michael Yax was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Louis Tremblé. senior, was in possession, and tenanted 
the premises, and continued sc until he sold to the claimant, his son, who has occupied the same to this day. A 
dwelling-house, a barn, and stables are erected thereon, and thirty arpents are in cultivation and enclosed. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the following words and figures, to wit: 


TerriroireE DE Micnican, District du Detroit: 


Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent Louis Tremblé, habitant, demeurant dans la ditte district 
du Detroit, lequel a reconnu avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, promet ga- 
rantir de tous troubles, dons, douaires, dettes, hypotheques, évictions, aliénatians, et de tout empéchement zéné- 
rallement quelconque, 2 Thomas Tremblé, a ce présent et acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause i 
Vavenir, une terre sise et située dans le susdit district du Detroit, et territoire de Michigan, contenante cent soixante 
arpents, savoir: deux arpents de front sur quatre-vingt de profondeur, bornée par devant par.Ja riviére du Detroit, et 
par derriére par des terres non concédées, au nord-est par la terre de Colet.Campeau, et au sud-ouest par la terre de 
moy, Louis ‘l'remblé, ensemble Ja maison, et autres batiments susconstruits, circonstances, et dépendances que le 
dit Thomas Tremblé dit bien savoir et connoitre, et dont il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de cent quatre vingts 
cours de la Nouvelle York, que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu du dit Thomas Tremblé avant la passation de 
pounds, présentes, dont il le tient quitte et déchargé, ainsy que tous autres. 

Au moyen de ce que dessus le dit Louis T remblé a transporté, et par ces présentes transporte au dit Thomas 
Tremblé, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres 
droits qu’il a et peut avoir sur Ja ditte terre, ou emplacement, maison, et autres batiments susconstruits, s’en dé- 
mettant et dévétissant & son profit, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et 
ainsy qu’il appartiendra en vertu des présentes. 

‘ait et passé au Detroit, le 20éme jour du mois de Novembre, en |’an de nétre Seigneur mil huit cent huit; et 
le dit Louis Tremblé a signé et scellé, en présence de témoins, aprés lecture faitte des présentes. . 


a: . Seals ; LOUIS TREMBLE, sa x marque. [t. s.] 
Signé, scellé, et délivré, en présence de Lamzert Laroy, 
James ABBorT. 


Micuican TerriTorY, f0 wit: 


_ Personally appeared before the undersigned, one of the Judges of the District Court of Huron and Detroit 
Louis Tremblé, the wichin grantor, and acknowledged the within deed of bargain and sale to be his free and volun- 
tary act and deed for the purposes therein contained; that the same has been read to him, and therewith is perfectly 
satisfied; and that, as such, it may be recorded. In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, at 
Detroit, the 23d day of November, A. D. 1808. ‘ 

JAMES ABBOTT, [1. s.] 


Judge of the District Court of Huron and Detroit. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 388; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land-therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. g 


No..389. Josep Louts Trempte.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Louis Tremblé to a 
tract of land, situate on Tremblé’s creek; and the notice by him filed 21st November instant was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprarn, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: 

Please to take notice that I enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land in the district of Detroit, containing, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, situate, lying, and being ona 
creek commonly called 7rembleé’s creek, sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by said creek 
aud in rear by unlocated Jands, on the northwest or upper side by lands claimed by Frangois Marsac, and south. 
east or lower side by unlocated lands. I ciaim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made 


thereon in the year 1788, and continued to this date. 
JOSEPH LOUIS TREMBLE, his x mark. 
Witness, Lampert Laroy. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being sixteen acres in front by forty in depth 
bounded in front by said creek, and in rear by unlocated lands, northwest by lands claimed by Francois Marsac. 
arid southeast by unlocated lands. ’ 

Whereupon, Michael Yax was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said, that Joseph Lionard ‘T'remblé, godfather to the claimant, was in possession and occupancy many 

ears previous to the Ist July, 1796, and continued so until he made a present of it to his godson, the claimant, who 
fo been in possession and occupancy these ten years. The said Joseph Lionard Tremblé, being present, was 
sworn, and said that he really had made a present of it to the claimant; and that he relinquishes all right "title 
interest, claim, and demand to the claimant. There are about thirty arpents under cultivation. , ’ 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 389; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
aad a ay’ on am survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 

ce at Detroit. ' 
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No. 390. THE wipow AND HEIRS or AnroinE Moras, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim 
of the widow and heirs of the late Antoine Moras, deceased, to a tract of land. situate near the river Detroit; and 
the notice filed by Ignace Moras in their behalf on the 11th July last was read in the words and figures following, 


to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, July 11,.1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim, for myself and 
my children, to a tract of land, situate on river Detroit, back to the farm on which I live, containing three arpents in 
front by forty arpents in depth, bounded in front by my own farm, and in rear by unlocated lands, on one side 
by lands claimed by Paul Malcher, and on the other side by unlocated lands. TI claim and set up title by virtue of 
possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 


MARIANNE MORAS, her x mark, 
Widow of Antoine Moras, deceased. 
Witness, AnToinE Moras, his x mark. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by the farm of the claimants,-and in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed 
by Paul Malcher, and on the other side by unconceded lands. a ; 

Whereupon, Pierre Landroche was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Antoine Moras, deceased, was in possession, 
and cultivated the premises, and continued so antl be died; sincé which time, the widow and children have pos- 
sessed and cultivated the same. ‘A house is erected thereon, and about twelve arpents are cultivated and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 390; and that they cause the same to be. 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of : 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 391. Cuartes Gouin, Sen.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Charles Goiiin to a tract of land, 
situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed on the 3d September last was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: ; 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derroit, September 3, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commission ers of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate in the district of Detroit, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by Jake 
St. Clair, and in rear by unconceded lands, above by René Marsac, and below by Joseph Tremblé. I claim and set 
up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from. whom I derive title. 


CHARLES GOUIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, and’ in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands claimed by René 
Marsac, and below by lands claimed by Joseph Tremblé. 

Whereupon, Joseph Lionard Tremblé was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Charles Morin was in possession and 
occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; since which time, the widow and children, being of 
age, sold to Isidore Morin, from whom the claimant has purchased, and has occupied and cultivated the same to this 
day. 
The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 


TerRRITOIRE DE Micuican, District du Detroit, ss. 


Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent Isidore Morin, du district du Detroit, lequel tant en son nom 
qu’au noms de ses fréres et sa sceur, qui l’ont autorisé & cet effet, a reconnu, et par ces présentes reconnoit avoir 
vendu, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, avec garantie de tout troubles, dons, douaires, 
hypothéques, évictions, aliénations, substitutions, et de tout empéchement générallement quelconque, excepté de la 
part des Etats Unis, et de la part de la famille Benoit, & Charles Gouin, habitant, demeurant & la coté du nord-est 
dans le susdit district du Detroit, & ce présent acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & Vavenir, une 
certaine ferme, ou plantation, sise et située dans le susdit district du Detroit, et territoire de Michigan, consistante 
en trois arpents de front sur quarante de profondeur, bornée en haut par René Marsac, et en bas par Joseph Trem- 
blé, laquelle ferme, ou plantation, le dit Isidore Morin avait achetée de Nicholas Patenaude et de Marie Josette, son 
épouse, par contrat passé au Detroit, le 22 Octobre, 1803, et enregistré au greffe du Detroit, dans le livre No. 2, 
page 68. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de ,trente pounds, cours 
de la Nouvelle York, que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu comptant lors et avant la passation des présentes, 
dont il le tient quitte et déchargé, ainsy que tous autres, et aussi aux clauses et conditions que le dit Charles Gouin 
remplira envers le dit Patenaude, pendant la vie naturelle de son épouse, Marie Josette, l’obligation que le. dit 
Isidore Morin a contracté par le dit contrat mentionné cy-dessus, c’est & dire de leur payer chaque année vingt 
minots de grains que aura été semé sur la ditte terre. . 

Au moyen de ce le dit Isidore Morin a de ce moment transporté au dit Charles Gouin, ses hoirs, et ayant cause 
i Pavenir, tous et tels droits de propriété qu’il a et a pu avoir sur la ditte terre, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit 
mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra en vertu des présentes. ; 

Fait et passé au Detroit, le 198me Mars, 1807, et les parties ont signé et scellé, aprés lecture faitte, en présence 


de témoins. 
ISIDORE MORIN, [t. s.] 
CHARLES GOUIN. [1. s.] 
En présence de ; 
Peter Avuprain, J. P. D. D. 


Joun GENTLE. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 391; and that he cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 392. Rosperr Marsac.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Robert Marsac to a.tract of land, 
situate on the river Detroit; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, 
to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, Vovember 23, 1808. 
Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
r 


the river Detroit, containing, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being two arpents in —— eighty 
in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the northeast by lands of Lionard Tremblé, 
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and southwest by lands of Jacques Marsac. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements 
made by me or by those from whom I derive title. 
ROBERT MARSAG, his x mark. 
Witness, Lampert Laroy. 


This.tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being two arpents in front by eighty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by wnlocated lands, northeast by lands claimed by Lionard Trem- 
ble. and southwest by lands claimed by Jacques Marsac. 

Whereupon, Joseph Lionard Tremblé was brought forward as_a witness in behalf of the claimant,.who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Frangois Marsac was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this day. 


About thirty-two arpents are cultivated and enclosed. ; ac 
The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed, which is written on the back of the above 


notice, to wit: 
Territory oF Micuican, District of Detroit: 


: Know all men by these presents, that I, Francois Marsac, of Detroit, for and in consideration of the sum of 
five hundred dollars, money of the United States, to me in hand paid by Robert Marsac at and before the sealing 


- of these presents, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have assigned and made over to the said Robert 


Marsac, his heirs or assigns, all my right, title, interest, claim, and demand, of and to the within mentioned lands, 
to have and to hold to the said Robert Marsac, his heirs and assigns, forever. And I, the said Francois Marsac, for 
myself, my heirs and assigns, forever quit claim to the within mentioned lands, and every part thereof. 
In witness whereof, [ have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my seal, this 23d day of November, A. D. 1808. 
FRANCOIS MARSAC. [L. s.] 


Witnesses, Lampert Laroy, 
James ABBOTY. 


Acknowledged before me, PETER AUDRAIN, J.P. D.D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 392; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 393. Jean Baptiste Cuovix.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Chovin toa 
tract of land, situate at Gross Point; and the notice by him filed the 30th August last was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, Jugust 30, 1808. 


Sir: 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of 


land, situate at Gross Point, on lake St. Clair, containing three arpents in front by one hundred in depth, bounded 


in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side, northeast, by Frangois Forton, and on the other 
side by. the heirs of the late William Forsyth. I claim and set up title by virtue. of possession, occupancy, and 


improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
JEAN BAPTISTE CHOVIN, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AUDRAIN. 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred arpeuts, it being three arpents in front by one hundred in 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by lands claimed by Francois 
Forton, and on the other by lands claimed by the heirs of the late William Forsyth, deceased. 

Whereupon, Michael Yax was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said,{that, previous to the Ist ef 1796, Antoine Billou, dit "Esperance, was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this day. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 

Par devant les témoins soussignés, résidant au Detroit, dans le territoire de Michigan, fit présent Antoine Bil- 
lou, dit l’Espérance, d’une part, et Jean Batiste Chovin, d’autre part; lesquels ont fait les échanges et permutations 
suivantes, savoir: que le dit Antoine Billou, dit ’Espérance, céde et abandonne au dit Jean Batiste Chovin une 
ferme ou plantation sise et située & la Grosse Pointe, consistante en trois arpents de front sur cent arpents en pro- 
fondeur, au nord du lac St. Clair, bornée au nord-est par Francois Forton, et au sud-ouest par les héritiers de 
défunt William Forsyth, avec une maison, grange, &c. que le dit Jean Batiste Chovin dit bien connoitre, et dont 
il est content et satisfait. 

Et le dit Jean Batiste Chovin céde et abandonne au dit Antoine Billou, dit ’Espérance, un terrain d’un arpent 
de front sur quarante de profondeur, sis & la cété du nord-est sur fa riviére du Detroit. borné au nord-est & Jacob 
Marsac, et au sud-onest & la terre du défunt Jean Batiste Chovin, pére, dont le dit défunt fait partie, que le dit 
Antoine Billou, dit l’Espérance, dit bien connoitre, et dont il est content et satisfait. __ 

Les parties se garantissent réciproquement |’un & l’autre de tout trouble et empéchement générallement quel- 
conque, pour les terres. cy-dessus échangées: ct le dit Jean Batiste Chovin promet et s’oblige de payer au dit Antuine 
Billou, dit l’Espérance, la somme de cent pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, dans l’espace de quatre années, & 
compter de la date des présentes, sans intérét, en grains, au prix courant qu’il voudra au jour du payement, et cela 
en considération de !’échange cy-dessus. Car ainsy sont conveniie les parties de bonne foy. 

Fait et passé double au Detroit, le trente-premier jour du_mois d’Octobre, mil huit cent cing; et les parties 
ayant déclarées ne savoir signer, ont faittes leurs marques ordinaires, et ont scellées aprés que lecture leur a été faitte 


des présentes, en présence de témoin. ; 
ANTOINE BILLOU, dit L7-ESPERANCE, sa x marque. [L. s.] 
JEAN BATISTE CHOVIN, sa x marque. [1. s.] 


Signé, scellé, et délivré, en présence de Prerre CHENE. 


Territory oF Micnican, to wit: 

Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the justices of the peace in the district of Detroit, Antoine 
Billou, dit ’Esperance, and Jean Batiste Chovin, and both acknowledged that they had signed and sealed the fore- 
going instrument of writing for the purposes therein contained, and that, as such, it may be recorded. 

In testimony whereof, | have hereunto set my name, at Detroit, the 31st of October, 1805. 

PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 393; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 394. Francois Marsac.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Captain Frangois Marsac to a 
tract of land, situate on Tremblé’s creek, at Grand Marais; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the 


words and figures following, to wit: 
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To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, November 23, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on a 
creek called Tremblé’s creek, containing, by estimation, four hundred arpents, it being ten arpents in front by forty 
in depth, bounded in front by said creek, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the south, or below, by Joseph Louis 
Tremblé, and on the north, or upper side, by unlocated lands. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, 
and improvements made by me thereon previous to the Ist July, 1796, or by those from whom I derive title. 


FRANCOIS MARSAC. 


This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred arpents, it being ten arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded 

in front by Tremblé’s creek, and in rear by unlocated lands, south by lands claimed by Joseph Paws Tremblé, and 

north by unlocated lands. 
Whereupon, Joseph Lionard Tremblé was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 

duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Louis Griffard, Pierre Griffard, and Gaetan 

Tremblé were in possession, occupancy, and improvements, of ten arpents in front by forty in depth, (as per deed 

herewith,) and continued so until they sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this day. 
The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 


L’an mil huit cent quatre, le vingt-deuxiéme jour d’Octobre, furent présent Louis Griffard, pére, et Pierre Grif- 
fard, et Gaetan Tremblé, de vendre chacun une terre: Louis Griffard, trois arpents; Pierre Griffard, trois arpents; 
Gaetan Tremblé, quatre arpents; tous les trois de quarante arpents de profondeurs; la celle de Louis Griffard joint 
iu Francois Marsac a l’est, la troisiéme joignant 4 Ja terre de Ignace Thibault, ouest, et située dans le haut du 
Marais tb long de la riviére du Moulin; de Mr. Louis Tremblé, & Frangois Marsac, pour la somme de vingt-cing 
pounds, York, Louis Griffard dix pontes, Pierre Griffard sept et demi, Gaetan Tremblé sept et demi; les dits sieurs 
ont dit d’étre contents et satisfaits, et promettent et s’obligent de faire jouir le dit Frangois Marsac, et lui garantir 
de toutes dettes et hypothéques, excepté le Gouvernement. Le dit Francois Marsac ayant été mis en possession en 
présence de témoin, dit d’étre content et satisfait. Les dits sieurs ayant déclaré d’étre content, ont signé leurs 
noms, et fait leurs marques ordinaires, en présence de témoin. 

PIERRE GRIFFARD, 


LOUIS GRIFFARD, sa x marque. 
GAETAN TREMBLE, sa x marque. 
Témoin, Antoine LeGarrie. 


Fait et passé au Detroit, 22 Octobre, 1804. 


And ———— it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 394; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 
And the Board then adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, November 25, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of Jesse Hicks, to a right of pre-emption to a tract of land on Grosse isle, 
which was posponed on the 9th November. 

Whereupon, Solomon McCulloch was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the 26th March, 1804, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and occupied the same till November of the same year, and that, in the year 1806, he, the deponent, 
saw the claimant tilling the ground.—Postponed. 


No. 395. Jacques anv Francois Lasserte.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques and Fran- 
cois Lasselle as grantees of André Langlois, to a tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the 
notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: Detroit, November 25, 1808. 
Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim to a tract of 
land situate on river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by ——arpents in depth, bounded in front by river 


Raisins, in rear by the farms of river aux Loutres, on one side by Ambroise Langlois, and on the other side by William 
King. We claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by us, or those from 


whom we derive title. 
J. & F. LASSELLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, —— arpents, it being three arpents in front, extending in depth to the farms 
of ya a bounded on one side by land claimed by Ambrose Langlois, and on the other side by land claimed 
by William King. 

. Whereu on, Louis Robidou was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, André Langlois was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and that he always kept the farm in cultivation until he sold to the claimants, who have possessed and 
tenanted the same ever since to this day; twenty-five or thirty arpents are cultivated and enclosed. 

The claimants, in support of their claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 


Stanton, le 27eme Octobre, 1808. 


Par devant Je témoin soussigné fut présent André Langlois, dit Traversis, lequel reconnoit avoir cédé et 
vendu, par ces présentes, & Messrs. Jacques et Francois Lasselle, négociants au Detroit, une terre située & la 
riviere aux Raisins, de la contenance de trois arpents de front sur ce que se trouvera en profondeur, joignant le trés 
quarré des terres de la riviére aux Loutres, tenant d’un coté & Ambroise Langlois, son frére, et de autre coté a 
William King, par devant a la riviére aux Raisins, et derriére & les terres de la riviére aux Loutres. Cette vente 
ainsy faitte pour et moyennant la somme de quarante piastres, en argent, que le dit André Langlois, dit Traversis, 
reconnoit avoir regu comptant, et dont il est satisfait. En foy de quoy, le dit André Langlois, dit Traversis, a signé 
la présente vente, de sa marque ordinaire d’un croix, aprés lecture faitte. 


ANDRE LANGLOIS, dit TRAVERSIS, sa x marque. [t. s.] 
Témoin, Prerre Fenix. 


Tue Srate or Onto, Miamis County, ss. 


Personally came before me, the subscriber, one of the Associate Judges in and for the said county, Andrew 
Langlois, and acknowledged the within to be his act and deed for the purposes within mentioned. 
Given under my hand and seal, the 27th day of October, 1808, 
JOHN GERRARD. [L.s.] 
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Tue Srate or Onio, Miamis County, ss. 
This is to certify that_ John Gerrard Esq. before whom the within acknowledgment is stated to have been taken, 
is and was at the time of the taking thereof, truly commissioned one of the Associate Judges within and for the 


county aforesaid, and that full faith and credit is and ought to be given to all his judicial acts. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of our said Court of Common Pleas, 


Stanton, the 27th day of October, 1808. 
CORNELIUS WESTFALL, Clerk. [1. s.] 


_ And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 395; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 396. Amsrosk Traversts.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Ambrose Traversis to a tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice filed by Francois Lasselle in his behalf this day, was 
read in the words and figures following, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 7 
Detroit, November 25, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detrcit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on river Raisins, of four arpents in front by the depth of the adjoining farms of one hundred arpents, 
more or less, bounded in front by river Raisins, on one side by lands of Jacques Jacob, and on the other side by 
Joseph Jobin. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from 


whom I derive title. 


Sir: 


For Amprotse TRAVERSIS, 


FRANCOIS LASSELLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, about four hundred arpents, it being four arpents in front by about one hun- 
dred arpents in depth, more or less, bounded in front by river Raisins, on one side by lands claimed by Jacques 
Jaccb, and on the other side by lands claimed by Joseph Jobin. 

Whereupon, Louis Robidou was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued to cultivate, or cause to be cultivated, the same every year, from that time to this day; about 
fifteen arpents are cultivated and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 396; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned tu the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. , 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Monpay, November 28, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 397. Louis Rosrpov.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Robidou to a tract of land, 
situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed on the 26th November instant, was read in 


the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

Derroir, November 26, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detrvit my claim to a tract of 
Jand, situate on the north side of river Raisins, on which [ was living severa! years previous to the Ist July, 1796, 
and have continued to this day without any interruption, consisting of six arpents in front by one hundred in depth, 
bounded in front by said river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above and below by lands of J. and F: Lasselle. 
I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me. 


LOUIS ROBIDOU, his x mark. 


Sir: 


Witness, Peter AuDRAIN. 

This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred arpents, it being six arpents in front by one hundred in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above and below by lands claimed by Jacques and 
Francois Lasselle. 

Whereupon, Etienne Dubois was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the prem- 


‘ises, and has continued so to this day without any interuption; at least forty arpents are under cultivation: a dwell- 


ing-house, barn, &c. are erected on the premises. : ; ; ; 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 


land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 397; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 398. J. and F. Lasserte.—The Board took into consideration the claim of J. and F. Lasselle toa tract of 
land situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by them filed this day was read in the words and 


figures following, to wit: ‘ 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Derrorr, November 28, 1808. 


Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the river Raisins, containing about three arpents in front by eighty in depth, bounded in front by 
said river Raisins, northwest by Samuel Egnew, and southeast by George McDougall, Esq. We claim and set up 
title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by us, or those from whom we derive title. 


J.& F. LASSELLE. 


Sir: 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being three arpents in front by eighty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, northwest by lands claimed by Samuel Egnew, and southeast by lands 
claimed by George McDougall, Esq. ; ; ; ; 

Whereupon, Louis Robidou was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the first of July, 1796, Louis Suzore was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to Israel Ruland, from whom the claimants have purchased, (as per deed 
herewith) who have possessed and tenanted the same to this day. About sixteen arpentsare cultivated and enclosed; 


a dwelling-house, barn, &c. are erected on the premises. | ; ; ; 
The claimants, in support of their claim, exhibited.a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


TERRITOIRE DE Micnican, istrict d’ Erie: 

Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent le Sieur Israel Ruland, orfévre, demeurant a la riviére Raisins, 
dans le district d’Erie, lequel a reconnu, et par ces présentes reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, 
dés maintenant et & toujours, promet faire jouir et garantir de tous troubles, dons, douaires, dettes, hypothéques, 





























1807. ] LAND CLAIMS IN THE MICHIGAN TERRITORY. 431 





évictions. aliénations, et de tout empéchement générallement quelconque, (exceptant, cependant, de la part des Etats 
Unis seulement,) Messrs. Jacques et Francois Lasselle, négociants, demeurant dans le district du Detroit, a ce 
présents acceptants acquéreurs, pour eux, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause a |’avenir, une terre sise et située au sud de la 
riviere aux Raisins, dans le district d’Erie, et territoire de Michigan, consistant en trois arpents de front, moins 
quinze pieds Frangais, sur quatre-vingt de profondeur, bornée d’un cété, au nord-ouest, par Samuel Egnew, et de 
Pautre coté, au sud-est, par George McDougall, écuyer, ensemble les batiments susconstruits, circonstances, et dé- 
pendances, sans par le vendeur susdit en rien excepter, reserver, ny retenir, que les dits acquéreurs disent bien 
savoir et connoitre, et dont ils sont contents et satisfaits. 

Cette vente, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de quatre-vingt pounds, cours de 
la Nouvelle York, égalle & deux cent dollars, monnoye légalle des Ktats Unis, que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir 
recu comptant des dits acquéreurs, lors et avant la passation des présentes, dont il les tient quittes et les décharge, 
ainsy que tous autres. 

Au moyen de ce, le dit vendeur a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transporte aux dits acquéreurs, 
leurs hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres droits, 
qu’il a et a pd avoir sur la ditte terre susvendiie, s’en démettant et dévétissant 4 leur profit; voulant et entendant 
qu’ils en soient mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra en vertu des présentes. 

Fait et passé & la riviére aux Raisins, dans le district d’Erie, le troisiéme jour d’Octobre, en l’an de nétre Seig- 
neur mil huit cent six, et le dit Israel Ruland a signé et scellé, aprés lecture faitte. 


. ISRAEL RULAND. [1. s.] 


Signé, scellé, et délivré, en présence de 
Pu. Lecuyer, 
Jacques Cicor. 


TerritTorrE ps Micuican, District d’ Erie: 

Est personnellement comparu par devant moy, John Anderson, écuyer, un des juges assignés pour tenir la 
paix dans et pour le district d’Erie, dans le territoire de Michigan, Israel Ruland, le susdit vendeur, et a recon- 
nu que la vente cy-dessus est.son acte libre et volontaire, pour les raisons y mentionnées, et que, comme tel, il peut 
étre enregistré au greffe du dit district, ou partout besoin sera. En foy de quoy, j’ai signé le présent, & Ja riviére aux 


Raisins, le 3éme jour d’Octobre, A. D. 1806. 
JOHN ANDERSON, J. P. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 398; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 399. J; and F. Lassette.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques and Francois Lasselle 
to a tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by them filed this day was read in the 


words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Derrort, November 28, 1808. 


; Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim toa tract of land, 
situate on the south side of river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by eighty in depth, bounded in front by 
said river Raisins, above and below by lands claimed by us. We claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occu- 


pancy, and improvements made by us or those from whom we derive title. 
J.& F. LASSELLE. 


Sir: 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being three arpents in front by eighty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, and above and below by Jands of the claimants. 

Whereupon, Louis Robidou was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the ist July, 1796, Etienne Robidou was in possession and occupancy of the prem- 
ises, and continued so until he sold to Pierre Foucreau, who sold to Israel Ruland, from whom the claimants have 
purchased, (as per deed here annexed,) who has possessed and tenanted the same to this day. About twelve arpents 
are cultivated and enclosed: a dwelling-house and barn are erected on the premises. 

The claimants, in support of their claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Terriroire DE Micuican, District d’ Erie: 


Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent le sieur Israel Ruland, orfévre, demeurant & la riviére aux Rai- 
sins, dans le district.de Erie, lequel a reconnu, et par ces présentes reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et 
délaissé, dés maintenant et 4 toujours, promet faire jouir et garantir de tous troubles, dons, douaires, dettes, hy- 
potheques, évictions, aliénations, substitutions, et de tout empechement générallement quelconque, (excepté seule- 
ment de la part des Etats Unis,) & Messrs. Jacques et Frangois Lasselle, négociants, demeurant dans le district du 
Detroit, ces 'présents acceptants acquéreurs, pour eux, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, une terre sise et située 
au sud-ouest de la riviére aux Raisins, dans le district d’Erie, et territoire de Michigan, consistant en trois arpents 
de front sur quatre-vingt arpents de profondeur, joignant des deux cétés les terres des dits acquéreurs, ensemble les 
batiments susconstruits, et clotures, &c. circonstances, et dépendances, sans par le dit vendeur en rien excepter, 
reserver, ny retenir, que les dits acquéreurs disent bien savoir et connoitre, et dont ils sont contents et satisfaits. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de soixante-dix pounds, 
cours de la Nouvelle York, égalle & cent soixante et quinze dollars, monnoye légalle des Etats Unis, que le dit 
vendeur reconnoit avoir recu des dits acquéreurs lors et avant la passation des présentes, dont il les tient quittes. et 
les décharge, ainsy que tous autres. 

Au moyen de ce, le dit vendeur a de ce moment transporté et par ces présentes transporte aux dits acquéreurs, 
leurs hoirs,.et ayant cause & l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres droits, 
qu’il a et pouvoit avoir sur la ditte terre susvendiie, s’en démettant et dévétissant 4 leur profit, voulant et enten- 
dant qu’ils en soient mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra en vertu des présentes. 

Fait et passé a la riviére aux Raisins, dans le district d’Erie, le 3éme jour d’Octobre, en |’an de notre Seigneur 
mil huit cent six; et le dit Israel Ruland a signé et scellé, aprés lecture faitte. 

ISRAEL RULAND. [1. s.] 


Signé, scellé, et délivré, en présence de 
Pu. Lecuyer, 
JacquEs Cuicor. 


Terrriroimre DE Micuican, District d’ Erie: 

Est personnellement comparu par devant moy, John Anderson, écuyer, un des juges assignés pour tenir la paix 
dans et pour le district d’Erie, dans le territoire de Michigan, Israel Ruland, le susdit vendeur, et a reconnu que 
la vente cy-dessus est son acte libre et volontaire, pour les raisons y mentionnées, et que comme tel il peut étre en- 
registré au greffe du dit district, ou partout ailleurs ou besoin sera. En foy de quoy, j’ai signé le présent. 

JOHN ANDERSON, J. P. 


Riviere Raisins, le 3eme jour d’ Octobre, 1806. 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners, that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 399; and that they cause the same tu 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 400. J. and F. Lassette.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques and Francois Lasselle to 
a tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by them filed this day was read in the words 


and figures following, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

Sir: Detroit, November 28, 1808. 

Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by one hundred in depth, bounded 
in front by river Raisins, east by Israel Ruland, and west by Gabriel Godfroy. We claim by virtue of possession, 
occupancy, and improvements made by us and those from whom we derive title. 

J. & F. LASSELLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hundred in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, east by lands claimed by Israel Ruland, and 
west by lands claimed by Gabriel Godfroy. 

Whereupon, Louis Robidou was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Jean Baptiste Couture, senior, was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to his son, Jean Baptiste Couture, junior, who sold to Alexis 
Coquillard, from whom the claimants have purchased, (as per deed here annexed.) Ten arpents are cultivated and 
enclosed: a dwelling house, barn, &c. are erected on the premises. 

The claimants, in support of their claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Terrivorre DE Micnican, District du Detroit: 


Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent Alexis Cerat, dit Coquillard, demeurant dans le district du De- 
troit, lequel a reconnu, et par ses présentes reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, quitté, transporté, et délaissé, dés mainte- 
nant et a toujours, promet faire jouir et garantiz de tous troubles, dons, douaires, dettes, hypothéques, évictions, alié- 
nations, substitutions, et de tout empéchement générallement quelconque, a Messrs. Jacques et Francois Lasselle, né- 
gociants, demeurant dans le susdit district du Detroit, 4 ces présents acceptantsacquéreurs, pour eux, ses hoirs, et ayant 
cause a l’avenir, une terre sise et située au sud-ouest de la riviére aux Raisins, dans le district d’Erie, et territoire 
de Michigan, consistant en trois arpents de front sur cent arpents de profondeur, bornée par devant par la ditte 
riviére aux Raisins, a l’est par Israel Ruland, et & l’ouest par Gabriel Godfroy, avec une maison, grange, étable, 
&c. ainsy qu’une islette vis-a-vis !a ditte terre, contenant environ quinze ou seize arpents, dependant de la ditte 
terre; ainsy qu’une autre petite islette plus haut, aussi dependant de la ditte terres tel et ainsy que le tout se pour- 
suit et comporte de toutes parts, circonstances, et dépendances, que les dits acquéreurs disent bien savoir et con- 
noitre, et dont ils sont contents et satisfaits. 

Cette vente, cession. transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de cent pounds, cours de 
la Nouvelle York, que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu comptant, lors et avant la passation des présentes, dont il 
les tient quittes et les décharge, ainsy que tous autres. Et au moyen de ce, le dit vendeur a transporté, et par ces 
présentes transporte aux dits acquéreurs, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, 
raisons, actions, et tous autres droits qu’il a et pouvoit avoir sur laditte terre, s’en démettant et déssaissisant & leur 
profit, voulant et entendant qu’ils en soient mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsi qu’il appartiendra en 
vertu des présentes. ‘ 

Fait et passé au Detroit, le 17éme jour du mois de Mars, en l’an de nétre Seigneur 1806; et le dit Alexis Cerat, 
dit Coquillard, a signé et scellé en présence des témoins, apres lecture faitte. 


ALEXIS CERAT, dit COQUILLARD. [_. s.] 
Signé, scellé, et délivré, en présence de Josepu Guy, 
Pu. Lecuyer. 


Ternriroms DE Micuican, District du Detroit: 


Est personnellement comparu devant moy, le soussigné, Juge & Paix du district du Detroit, et territoire de Mi- 
chigan, Alexis Cerat, dit Coquillard, le susdit vendeur, lequel a reconnu que la vente cy-dessus, et de ]’autre part, 
est son acte volontaire, pour les raisons y conteniies, et que, comme tel, il peut étre enregistré au greffe du district 
d’Erie, ou partout ailleurs ou besoin sera. En foy de quoy, j’ai signé au Detroit, le 17ame Aoit, A. D. 1806. 


PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
‘land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 400; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of Michael Doussman, (No 332) which was postponed on the 20th of October 
last. ‘The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


This indenture, made at Michillimackinack, this 28th day of August, A. D. 1807, and of the American indepen- 
dence the thirty-second, between Messrs. Noel Rocheblave and Jacques Porlier, of Michillimackinack, merchants, 
trading under the firm of Rocheblave and Porlier, of the one part, and Michel Doussman, merchant, of Michilli- 
mackinack, of the other part: witnesseth, that the said Noel Rocheblave and Jacques Porlier, for and in consideration 
of the sum of three hundred dollars, current money of the United States of America, two hundred dollars of which 
to them, the said Noel Rocheblave and Jacques Porlier, in hand paid by the said Michel Doussman, at or before the 
sealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof the said Noel Rocheblave and Jacques Porlier doth hereby 
acknowledge, and the said Michel Doussman from the same doth forever release and acquit; the remaining sum of 
one hundred dollars the said Michel Doussman hereby binds himself to pay, or cause to be paid, to the said Noel 
Rocheb!lave and Jacques Porlier, in the month of June next, they, the said Noel Rocheblave and Jacques Porlier, 
have granted, bargained, and sold, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, and sell, unto the said Michel Douss- 
man and his heirs, forever, one certain lot of ground in the village of Michillimackinack, on the island of Michilli- 
mackinack, bounded and known as follows, to wit: bounded on one side by a street, commonly known by the name 
of Front street, on another side by a street commonly called the Water street, on another side by the house and 
concerns of ‘Toussaint Pothier, and on the opposite side by the premises of Joseph Bailly, together with all houses, 
buildings, improvements, and appurtenances to the said lot appertaining, or in any wise belonging: to hold and have 
the said lot and its appurtenances, to him, the said Michel Doussman, his heirs, and assigns, forever, to the only 

reper use and behoof of him, the said Michel Doussman, and of his heirs and assigns, forever; and the said Noel 

ocheblave and Jacques Porlier, for themselves and their heirs, by these presents, covenanted and agreed to and 
with the said Michel Doussman and his heirs, that they, the said Noel Rocheblave and Jacques Porlier, and their 
heirs, will forever warrant and defend unto the said Michel Doussman and his heirs the aforesaid lot of ground and 
appurtenances, free and clear of and from the claim or claims of all and every person or persons whatsoever, and 
free and clear of and from all titles, charges, and encumbrances, of w« ! kind, excepting the claim of the United 
States. In testimony whereof, the said Noel Rocheblave and Jacques Porlier have hereunto set their names and affixed 
their seal, the day, month, and year, first above written. 


For Rocuesiave and Por.ier, 
Attest, Samuer Assortr, Not. Pub. J. GIASSON. [1. s.] 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 332; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 401. Jean Baptiste. Courure.—The Boardtook into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Couture to a 
tract of land, situate on the northeast bank of Otter creek, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 291, under the date of 29th November, 1805. : 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in depth; 
bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by unsettled lands, east by lands claimed by Jean Louis Bellair, and west 
by unsettled lands. ; ; 

Whereupon, Joseph Bernard was brought ferward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, Francis Dx. Bellcour was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to Jacques Jacob, who sold to the claimant, who has possessed and tenanted the 
same > this day; that about twelve arpents are cultivated and enclosed, with a dwelling house and out-houses 
erected. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 401; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 402. Josern St. Bernarv.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph St. Bernard to a tract 
of land, situate on Otter creek, which was entered by J. and F. Lasselle with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 234, under the date of 27th November, 1805. oe & : 

This tract contains, by estimation, arpents, it being four arpents in front and extending in depth to river aux 
Vases, bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by river aux Vases, east by lands claimed by Jean Baptiste ‘Taillon, 
and west by lands claimed by Joseph Chattelreaux. ; ; ji 

Whereupon, Alexander Quattet was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises prior to the Ist July, 1796, and 
has continued so to this day: about forty arpents are cultivated, with a house, barn, and orchard. ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 402; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 403. Cartes Drovittarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Charles Drouillard toa tract 
of land, situate on Otter creek, and the notice by him filed the 28th November instant was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 





To the Register of the Land Office ut Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, November 28, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of 
land, situate on river aux Loutres, containing two arpents in front by about forty in depth, bounded by front by 
Otter creek, in rear by lands of river Raisins settlement, on one side by the lands claimed by the heirs of Nicholas 
Drouillard, and on the other side by the lands claimed by J. and F. Lasselle. [ claim and set up title by virtue of 
possession, occupancy, and improvement made by me. 

For Cuarzes Drovittarp, 
JOSEPH St. BERNARD, his x mark. 
Witness, Perer AupDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, about eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front by about forty in depth, is 
bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by lands of river Raisins settlement, on one side by lands claimed by the 
heirs of Nicholas Drouillard, and on the other by lands claimed by‘Jacques and Francvis Lasselle. 

Whereupon. Joseph St. Bernard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day. A house and barn erected, and sixteen arpents cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 403; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 


? . Wepnespay, November 30, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of Thomson Maxwell to a tract of land situate on the south side of river 
Raisins, which was postponed on the 30th day of July last. 

Whereupon, Joseph Huntington was brought ferward asa witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, for these five years past, he has had in charge and has cultivated the said premises for the 
claimant, and doth still continue so to do: about ten acres are in cultivation. 

.And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 234; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 404. Atice Kirsy.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Alice Kirby to a tract of land, situate at 
Gross Point, on lake St. Clair, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, 
in vol. 1, page 295, under the date of 29th» November, 1805, as containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, 
(through mistake) it being five arpents in front by forty in depth, as per deed now exhibited, and recorded by the late 
Register in liber A, page 96. 

Phis tract contains, by estimation, —— arpents, it being five arpents and one hundred and twenty-six feet in 
front, by forty arpents in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, and on both sides by 
lands claimed by William Forsyth. 

Whereupon, Michel Monit was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, James May was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and continued so until he sold to the late James Donaldson, who possessed and tenanted the same until he died, 
and left the same as a legacy to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this day. 

The claimant, in support of her claim, exhibited a legal copy of the will of her father, James Donaldson, tleceased, 
from which the following is extracted: ; 

“I give and bequeath to my daughter, Alice Kirby, my freehold farm at Gross Point,” &c. which is ascertained 
to be the farm now claimed and under consideration. ; 

And bec it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
jand, and that she have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 404: and that she cause the same to be sur- 
. veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 

Land Office at Detroit. 
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No. 405. McTavisu Frosisner and Co.—The Board took into consideration the claim of McTavish Frobisher and 
Company, of Montreal, toa tract of land, situate on river Rouge, which was entered withthe former Commissioners 
of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 109, under the date of 18th January, .1805, 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents two rods and nine feet 
in front, &c. the same being butted and bounded as follows, to wit: beginning at a stone boundary on thie north bank 
of the river Rouge, opposite to Chabert’s creek; then, running north 29° 30 west, three arpents two rods and nine 
feet, to another stone boundary; thence, north 60° 30! west, thirty-seven arpents, butting‘on the boundary line of Jean 
Baptiste Couture; thence along said line, south 29° 30/ east, three arpents two rods and nine feet; thence, south 60° 
30’ west, twenty-seven arpents, to the place of beginning. 

Whereupon, Jacob Visger, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimants were in possession, and tenanted the premises, 
and have continued so to this day: about fifteen acres are cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 405; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 
And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
REUBEN ATTWATER, 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


Transcript of the proceedings of the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, from the 2d day of December, 
1808, fo the 13th day of the same month, inclusively. 


Frivay, December 2, 1808. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 406. Metprum and Parx.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Meldrum and Park toa tract of 
land on river St. Ciair; and the notice by them filed was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners of the Land Office for the territory of Michigan. 


Piease enter a certain tract of land, situate, lying, and being on river St. Clair, in the district of Huron, and 
territory of Michigan, containing thirty acres in front by twenty in depth, bounded on the north, south, and west by 


the claimants, and on the east by river St. Clair. 
For Mevprum and Park, 
GEORGE MELDRUM. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred acres, it being thirty acres in front by twenty in depth, bounded 
east by river St. Clair, west, north, and south by lands of the claimants. 

Whereupon, Jean Simare was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimants possessed and occupied the premises, by their 
tenants, René 'Tremblé and others, and have continued so to this day. 

Ignace Krisler, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that himself and Jean Baptiste Deschamp have 
lived on the premises these eleven years, and still do live on the same, as tenants to the claimants: about twelve 
acres are cultivated and enclosed, a house and stables are erected on the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shali be No. 406; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the,quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 407. Louis Bernarp, dit Lasove.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Bernard, dit La- 
joye, to a tract of land situate on river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office 
at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 261, under the date of 28th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and thirty arpents, it being three arpents and two and a half poles 
in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated Jands, south by lands claimed by 
Hubert Lacroix, and west by lands claimed by J. and F. Lasselle. ; 

half of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de - 


Whereupon, Joseph Bissonet was brought forward as a witness in heh: 
posed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Jean Marie Menard was in possession and occupancy of 


the premises, and continued so until he died; that, afier his death, Joseph Menard, his brother, took charge of the 
family and property; that he caused the real property to be cried three Sundays running at the church door, when 
he sold the tract of land (now claimed) to the claimant, as being the highest bidder, at two thousand five hundred 
livres, equal to four hundred and sixteen dollars; that, afterwards, the claimant married the widow, and raised her 
children, and has occupied the premises ever since to this day: about twenty arpents are cultivated and enclosed, 
with a dweiling-house, barn, stables, &c.—Postponed. 

No. 408. Josern Bissonet.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Bissonet to a tract of land, 
situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit: : . 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 2, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by one hundred in depth, bounded 
in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by J. and F. Lasselle, and on 
the other side by lands claimed by Hubert Lacroix. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements 


made by me, or those from whom [ derive title. 
JOSEPH BISSONET, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer Aupraln. 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hundred in depth» 
pounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by Jands claimed by J. and F. Lasselle, 
and on the other side by lands claimed by Hubert Lacroix. : 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day without any interruption: about thirty arpents are cultivated and enclosed; a house, 
barn, and orchard bearing fruit. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
jJand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 408; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. ; 

No. 409. Josepn Bissoner.—The Beard took into consideration the claim of Joseph Bissonet to a tract of land, 
situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures fol- 


lowing, to wit: 
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To the Register of the Land Office at Detrovt. 
Sir: Detroit, December 2, 1808, 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate, lying, and being on the south side of river Raisins, containing four arpents in front by one hundred in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by J. and F. Lasselle, and on the 
other side by Hyacinth Lajoye. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those 


from whom I derive title. 
JOSEPH BISSONET, his x mark. 
Witness, Peter Aupratn. 


This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred arpents, it being four arpents in front by one hundred in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by lands claimed by J. and F. Lasselle, 
and on the other side by lands claimed by Hyacinth Lajoye. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, John Askin was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and continued so until he sold to Paschal Reaume, from whom the claimant purchased eight years ago, and has cul- 
tivated the same to this day: about sixteen arpents are cultivated and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 409; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 410, THe LEGAL HEIRS oF Rene Croutier, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of the 
legal heirs of René Cloutier, deceased, to a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice 
filed by Louis Robidou in their behalf was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, November 26, 1808. 


Take notice that we, the widow and heirs of the late René Cloutier, deceased, now enter with the Commis- 
sioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim to a tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the north side of river 
Raisins, consisting of three arpents in front by the same depth as the adjoining farms, bounded in front by uncon- 
ceded lands, below by lands claimed by J. and F. Lasselle, and above by Pierre Cloutier. We claim and set up 
title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements began previous to the Ist July, 1796. 

LOUIS ROBIDOU, his x mark, 
For the Widow and Heirs. 


Witness, Perer AupRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hun- 
dred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, below by lands claimed 
by J. and F. Lasselle, and above by lands claimed by Pierre Cloutier. 

Whereupon, Louis Bernard, dit Lajoye, was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late René Cloutier, deceased, was in posses- 
sion and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; since which time, the wigow and heirs have 
tenanted the same every year to this day: about twenty-five or thirty arpents are cultivated and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 410;- and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity. of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 411. Lovrs Prerre Le Cierc.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Pierre Le Clerc toa 
tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed the 30th August last was read in 
the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: River aux Raisins, August 30, 1808, 


Please to take notice that I now make entry in your office of the following tract of land, situate on the south 
side of the river aux Raisins, butted and bounded as described by the deed hereunto anrexed. 


LOUIS PIERRE LE CLERC. 


This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and eighty arpents, it being four arpents and some chains in front 
by one hundred and twenty arpents in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, east 
by lands claimed by Antoine Robert, and west by lands claimed by Israel RuJand. 

Whereupon, Louis Bernard, dit Lajoye, was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Nicholas Drouillard was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the late Robert Irwin, who possessed and occupied the same 
until he died; since which time, the widow has occupied the premises, and has married Ethan Baldwin, from whom 
the claimant has purchased, (as per deed herewith, ) and has occupied the same to this day. The late Robert Irwin 
aes hen “a About twenty arpents are cultivated and enclosed; there is a dwelling-house, a barn, and a 

earing orchard. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 

Know all men by these presents, that we, Ethan Baldwin and Sarah Baldwin, both of the river Raisins, for and 
in consideration of the sum of six hundred and fifty dollars, to us in hand paid, the receipt of which we do hereby 
acknowledge, have granted, bargained, and sold, and also conveyed, and do by these presents convey and confirm 
to Peter Le Clerc, his heirs, executors, and assigns, forever, a certain tract or parcel of land, bounded on the east 
by Antoine Robert’s line, on the north by the river Raisins, and on the west by lands of Israel Ruland, being four 
arpents and some chains in front, and extending back from the river one hundred and twenty arpents: to have and 
to hold the said granted premises, with all the appurtenances and privileges thereof, or in anywise appertaining, to 
him, the said Le Clerc, his heirs and assigns, forever. We do warrant the aforesaid premises and demises, with all 
and singular the appurtenances, to him, the said Le Clerc, his heirs and assigns, forever, to have and to hold, occupy, 
and enjoy, for his or their own personal use and advantage, free and clear of all bonds, mortgages, claims, quit-rents 
executions, or incumbrances, that may in any way tend to obstruct or make void this present deed. ; 

Furthermore, we, the said E. Baldwin and 8. Baldwin, for ourselves, our heirs and assigns, do covenant and 
engage the above demised premises to him, the said Le Clerc, his heirs, and assigns, against all lawful claims or 
demands, of whatever name or nature, (the United States excepted,) forever hereafter to warrant, secure, and de- 


fend by these presents. 
ETHAN BALDWIN. [1, s.] 
SARAH BALDWIN. [t. s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in presence of us, 
Davip Hutt, 
Criaupius BERTHELOT, 
Moses Morse. 
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oe ’ River Raisins, February 25, 4. D. 1808. 
Terrirory or Micuican, District of Erie. 


Personally appeared before me, Moses Morse, one of the justices assigned to keep the peace in and for said 
district, Ethan Baldwin and Sarah Baldwin, and acknowledged the above deed of conveyance to be their own volun- 


tary act and deed. 
MOSES MORSE. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 411; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. } 

The Board reconsidered.the claim of the widow and heirs of John Rhodes, deceased, (No. 235,) which was post- 
poned on the 13th July last. ; ; f ¥ 

Whereupon, Medard Labadi was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist day of July, 1796, Francois Gauden was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, that he sold to Israel Ruland, who sold to Sol. Sibley, who sold to the late John Rhodes, deceased. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 235; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 412. Sotomon Sistey.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Solomon Sibley, Esq. to a tract of 
land, situate on river Raisins; and the notice by him filed the 2d day of July last was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sin: Detroit, July 2, 1808, 


[ hereby give notice of claim, and make entry of a certain tract of land, situate upon the north side of river 
Raisins, in said district of Detroit, containing three hundred acres, being three acres in front on said river, and 
extending back one hundred acres, (excepting thereout and therefrom one hundred and fifty acres, part and parcel 
of said three hundred acres by me sold to John Rhodes, late of the river Raisins, deceased, and conveyed by deed 
being dated the 6th of April, 1801, being the front part of said tract,) and bounded in front by said lands conveyed to 
said Rhodes, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands lately claimed by George Sharp, deceased, on 
the other side by lands claimed by Richard Pollard: makes claim by deed of bargain and sale of Israel Ruland to 


claimant, dated the 11th day of December, 1798; also makes claim by virtue of possession and occupancy, &c. 
SOL. SIBLEY. 


This tract contains one hundred and fifty acres, it being three acres in front by fifty in depth, bounded in front 
by the rear of the lands claimed by John Rhodes’s heirs, and in rear_by unconceded lands, on one side by lands 
claimed by George Sharp, and on the other side by lands claimed by Richard Pollard. 

The claimant relies on the testimony given respecting the claims of the widow and heirs of John Rhodes, de- 
ceased; this claim being the back part of the tract claimed by them.—Postponed. 


No. 413. Samuet Ecnew.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Samuel Egnew to a tract of land, 
situate on the south side of the river Raisins; and the notice by him filed the 28th of October last was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
— Derroit, October 27, 1808. 


Please to take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
the south side of the river Raisins, containing, by estimation, forty arpents, it being one arpent in width by forty 
arpents in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in the rear by unlocated lands; on the upper part by lands of 
Jacques Lasselle, extending, down said river one acre, French measure, to the lands of the said Jacques Las- 
seiles thence, southerly, along said Lasselle’s line, so as to include the orchard, and extending back, along said line, 
forty arpents, or French acres; thence, a westerly course, one arpent or French acre, to said Lasselle’s lines; thence, 
a northerly course, along said line, to the place of beginning, being forty arpents, or French acres, more or less. I 
claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 


SAML. EGNEW. 


This tract contains, by estimation, forty arpents, it being one arpent in front by forty in depth, and bounded as 
in the above notice. : ; ; A 

Whereupon, Medard Labadi was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Louis Suzore was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to Israel Ruland, who sold to Alexander Ewings, Jun. from whom the claim- 
ant has purchased, as per deed here annexed to be recorded; and that the claimant has occupied or tenanted the 
same to this day. ‘The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to 
wit: 

This indenture, made the 14th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1806, between Alexander Ewings, Jun. of the 
one part, and Samuel Egnew, of the other part, witnesseth: that the said Alexander Ewings, Jun. for and in consi- 
deration of the sum of one hundred and twelve dollars and fifty cents, lawful money of the United States, to him 
in hand paid by the said Samuel Egnew, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, has granted, bargained, sold, 
and released, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, sell, and release, and quit claim unto the said Samuel 
Egnew, his heirs and assigns, forever, all and singular the following lot of land, viz: situate and lying on the river 
Raisins, in the district of Erie, and territory of the United States, (Michigan) being on the southerly side of the said 
river Raisins, bounded on the upper side by lands of Jacques Lasselle, and extending down the said river one acre 
French measure, to the lands of said Jacques Lasselle; thence, a southerly course, along said Lasselle’s line, so as 
to include the orchard, and extending back along said line, forty arpents, or the usual depth of the other lots thence 
a westerly course, one arpent, to said Lasselle’s lines thence, a northerly course, along said line, to the place of 
beginning, being forty arpents, more or less; together with all and singular the hereditaments and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging: to have and to hold the above mentioned piece or parcel of land to him, his heirs and assigns 
forever. It is expressly agreed on by the parties, that, if the front, measured so as to include the orchard, doth ex. 
ceed one arpent, said Egnew is to pay such excess, at the same rate or proportion as he pays for the residue of said 
jot included in this deed; and the said Ewings, for himself, his heirs, and assigns, doth warrant and defend against 
all other claims, except the Government of the United States. In testimony whereof, he has set his hand, and affixed 
his seal, the day, month, and year first above written. 

ALEX. EWINGS, Jun. [1. s.] 





Sealed, signed, and delivered, in presence of 
Icuasop Leacu, 
Gites Barnes. 





River Raisins, May 20, 1807. 
I hereby certify that the above named Alexander Ewings acknowledged the above to be his hand and seal. : 


JOHN ANDERSON, J. P. 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 413; and that he cause the same to “be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 414. NanteL Mutnoranp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Daniel Mulholand, as grantee 
of Samuel Egnew, to a tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice filed this day was 
read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derroir, December 3, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
the south side of river Raisins, containing, by estimation, one hundred and forty arpents, it being three and a half 
arpents in front by forty in depth; bounded in front by said river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, on the west 
py lands claimed by Jacques and Francois Lasselle, and on the east by lands of Samuel Egnew. I claim title to the 
aforesaid tract of land, by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me previous to 1796, or those 
from whom I derive title, which improvements have been continued to this day. 


For Danie, MuLnonanp, 


SAMUEL EGNEW. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and forty arpents, it being three and a_half by forty, bounded 
in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, west by lands of Jacques and Francois Lasselle, and east by 
lands of Samuel Egnew. ; 

Whereupon, Medard Labadi was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Batiste Bourdeaux was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to Antoine Guy, who sold to George McDougall, who sold to Samuel Egnew, 
from whom the claimant has purchased, who has possessed and occupied the same to this day; about ten arpents are 
cultivated and enclosed. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited two deeds in the words and figures following, to wit: 


‘Territory oF Micnican, to wit: 


An indenture of assignment made and concluded the eighteenth day of February, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and seven, by and between George McDougall, Esq. on the one part, and Samuel Egnew 
of river Raisins, distiller, in said territory of Michigan, on the other part. Witnesseth, 

That, whereas the said George McDougall purchased from John Askin, Sen., agent for Isaac Todd and James 
McGill, of Montreal, in Lower Canada, a farm of three acres in front by forty acres in depth, French measure, 
with certain reservations contained, as per deed of bargain and sale herewith, dated the 15th day of May, A. D. 
1799, for the consideration therein contained, as is registered in the records of Wayne county, book No. 1, pages 
355, 356, and 357, reference being had thereto, and also received in exchange from Meldrum and Park another farm 
adjoining the above tract, per deed also herewith, from Joseph Lenfant, Sen. to them, the said Meldrum and Park, 
and by the latter endorsed over to the said George McDougall, of four acres in front by forty in depth, more or less 
of the like French measure, as is also registered in said records, book No. 1, page 362, reference being also ha 
thereto, which farms have been ever since in the quiet and peaceable possession and enjoyment of him the said George 
McDougall, who has notified and recorded the same in the United States’? Land Office at Detroit, and are situated 
on the southerly side of said river Raisins, in the district of Erie, and territory of Michigan aforesaid, and bounded as 
follows, to wit: northerly by said river Raisins, easterly by a farm belonging to Forsyth, Richardson, and Co. of 
Montreal, now occupied by Alexander Ewings, Jun. and westerly by alot of land whereon the said Samuel Egnew 
now has a distillery. Now this indenture witnesseth, that the said George McDougall, for and in consideration of two 
hundred and fifty gallons of whiskey. to be paid by the said Samuel Egnew to the said George McDougall, agreeably 
to two promissory notes of hand bearing even date with these presents, the receipt of which promissory notes of hand 
the said George McDougall doth hereby acknowledge, has granted, bargained, assigned, transferred and set over, 
and by these presents doth grant, bargain, assign, transfer, and set over, to the said Samuel Egnew, his executors, 
administrators, and assigns, all the estate, right, title, interest, property, claim, and demand whatsoever of him, the 
said George McDougall, acquired as aforesaid, of, in, and to the satne, or of, in, or to any part or parcel thereof, 
(but without an express warranty on the part of the said George McDougall, as the Government of the United 
States’ pre-emption right is not yet settled on any of the lands in the district of Erie:) To have and to hold the said 
described premises above mentioned, and hereby assigned, and every part and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances, 
unto the said Samuel Egnew, his executors, administrators, and assigns, in as full, large, and ample manner, to 
all intent and purposes, as he, the said George McDougall, his executors, administrators, or assigns, might, should, 
or ought to have, hold, and enjoy the same, by virtue of the said in part recited deeds of purchase and exchange, or 
hy any other way or means whatsoever. In witness whereof, they have interchangeably set their hands and seals, 


the day and year first above written. 
GEORGE McDOUGALL, [1. s.] 
, SAMUEL EGNEW. [_.s.]. 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in presence of 
Jacos VisGer, 
Davip Morrison. 


Memorandum at Detroit, the 25th day of October, 1808. 


Tacknowledge to have received satisfaction from Samuel Egnew aforesaid, for two hundred and fifty gallons of 
whiskey, mentioned in the foregoing assignment, agreeably to receipts on the two promissory notes before mentioned. 


GEORGE McDOUGALL. 


Terrrrory oF Micuican, District of Erie: 


Know all men by these presents, that I, Samuel Egnew, of the river Raisins, in the district of Erie, and territory 
of Michigan, for and in consideration of two hundred dollars, lawful money of the United States, to me in hand paid 
by Daniel Mulholand of the said place, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have sold, granted, bargained, 
aliened, and confirmed, and by these presents do sell, grant, bargain. alien, and confirm, unto the said Daniel -Mul- 
holand, ali my. right, title, claim, and interest in and to a certain farm, lot, tract, or parcel of land, situated, lying, 
and being on the south side of said river Raisins, and bounded as follows, to wit: Northerly and front by said river 
Raisins, on the westerly side - lands claimed by Messrs. Jacques and Frangois Lasselle, in rear by vacant lands, 
and on the easterly side by other lands belonging to me, the said Samuel Egnew, consisting of or containing three 
and a half arpents in front, and running one hu ndred and twenty arpents in rear, be the same more or less: To have 
and to hold the said farm, lot, tract, or parcel of land, with the house, out houses, barn, stables, and other improve- 
ments, and all and singular of the appurtenances and privileges, to the same in any ways belonging to him the said 
Daniel Mulholand, his heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, forever. And I, the said Samuel Egnew, for myself, 
my heirs, executors, and administrators, do by these presents warrant and forever defend the said premises against 
the claim of myself, my heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, and against the claim or claims of all and every 
other person or persons, the claim of the Government of the United States of America only excepted. 


Pp 
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'™n testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name, and affixed my <eal, at river Raisins aforesaid, this 
twenty-eighth day of November, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 
; ; > SAMUEL EGNEW. [1. «.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
CuristopHer TUTLE, 
Joun Bursank. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
‘and, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 414; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 

Na. 415. Erienxe ‘Tvor.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Etienne Tuot to a tract of land, 
situate on the south side of la Grande Coulée, a small creek south of river Raisins, which was entered with the 
former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 348, under the date of the 30th November, 
1805. 
This tract contains, by estimation, —— arpents, it being four arpents two perches in front by twenty-five in 
clepth, bounded in frout on said creek, east by a line dividing said farm and the farm of Medard Labadi, west by 
om dividing said farm and the farm of Joseph Robert, running south twenty degrees west by magnet, twenty- 

ve acres. 

Whereupon, Louis Couture was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that he, the deponent, was in possession and occupancy of the premises on the Ist July, 1796; 
that he remained on the same six years, and then ceded his improvements to the claimant, who has occupied and 
cultivated the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land. and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 415; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 416. Josepx Tuor.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Tuot to a tract of land, situate 
on the south side of the Grande Coulée, near river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at Detroit, in volusne 1, page 347, under the date of 30th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, arpents, it being four arpents eleven chains two perches in front by 
twenty-five in depth, bounded in front by said creek, on the east by the lands of Medard Labadi, and west by lands 
of Hyacinte Leduc. h ; 

Whereupon, Antoine Guy was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, he, the deponent, was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and had built a house thereon; that he remained thereon two years afterwards, and then ceded his im- 
—— tu the claimant, who has occupied and cultivated the same to this day; twenty arpents are culti- 
vated, XC. 

And thereupon it doth,appear to the commissioners that the claimant _is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 416; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 417. Prerre Foucreav.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Foucreau to a tract of land, 
situate on the south side of Ja Grande Coulée, near river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners 
of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 290, under the date of 29th of November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, fifty arpents, it being two arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, bounded 
in front by said Coulée, in rear by lands claimed by Claude Couture, east by lands claimed by Gabriel Lapointe, 
and west by lands claimed by Louis Bourdeaux. 

Whereupon, Claude Couture was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Francois Laplante was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he ceded his improvements to Louis Bourdeaux, who sold to the claimant, who has 
—_ —_ and cultivated the same to this day. Thirty arpents are in cultivation and under fence, with a house, barn, 
stables, &c. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 417; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of jand therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. . 

No. 418. Gasriex Oper.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel Odet to a tract of land, 
situate on the south side of la Grande Coulée, near river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commission- 
ers of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 286, under the date of 29th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred arpents, it being four arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, 
bounded in front by said Coulée, in rear by Otter creek farms, east by lauds claimed by Medard Couture, and west 
by lands claimed by Louison Missec. 

Whereupon, Claude Couture was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has, continued so to this day. About ten arpents are in cultivation and under fence, with a dwelling- 
house, &c. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 418; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 419. ALexis Soto.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Alexis Solo to a tract of land, situate 
at Grande Coulée, near river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at De- 
troit, in vol. 1, page 281, under the date of 29th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, seventy-five arpents, it ne three arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, 
bounded in front by said Coulée, in rear by lands claimed by Claude Couture, east by lands claimed by Louis 
Bourdeaux, and west by lands claimed by Medard Labadi. 

Whereupon, Claude Couture was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that; previous to the Ist July, 1796, Medard Couture was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to Antoine Guy, who sold to the deponent, who sold to Pierre Bourdeaux, 
who sold to John Anderson, Esq. from whom the claimant has purchased, and has occupied the same to this day. 
‘Twenty-five or thirty arpents are in cultivation, with a dwelling-house, barn, stables, and an orchard. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 419; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 420. Hyacinre Bernarp, dit Lasove.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Hyacinte Ber- 
nard, dit Lajoye, to a tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former 
Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 373, under the date of 4th December, 1805. 
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This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and eighty acres, it being four and a half acres in front by forty 
in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, east by lands claimed by Simon Jacob, and 
west by lands claimed by Colonel Francis Chabert. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Jacques Jacob was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has occupied and cultivated the same to this day. Ten 
or twelve arpents are cultivated, with a house, stables, &c. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 420; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 421. Husert La Crorx.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Hubert La Croix, as grantee of 
Alexis Laurengé, adininistrator of Jean Charett, to a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which 
was entered by Alexis Laurengé with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 352, 
under the date of 30th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed by William 
Griffith, and on the other side by lands claimed by Francis Baron, dit Cattin. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Jean Charett was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he died, since which time, Alexis Laurengé, administrator to the estate o/ 
said Charett, has sold it to the claimant, who has possessed and tenanted the same to this day. Eight arpents are 


cultivated and enclosed. ae - ; . 
The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Detroit: 

Par devant Francois Deruisseaux Bellcour, notaire au Detroit, y résidant, et témoins soussignés, fut present 
Je nommé Charles Lariole, dit Monforton, lequel reconnoit par ces présentes avoir vendu, cédé, quitté, transporte. 
et délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, avec garantie de toutes dettes, hypotheques, évictions, aliénations, quel- 
conques, au sieur Jean Charett, commergant, demeurant dans la paroisse de St. Antoine, de la riviére aux Raisins, 
ice présent et acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, une terre de trois arpents de 
front sur la profondeur des autres terres voisines, sise au nord de Ja ditte riviére aux Raisins, prenaut par devant 
au bord d’icelle, bornée du cété d’en haut au sieur Porlier Benac, et du cété d’en bas & Louis Robidou, et par 
derriére & les terres non occupées, ensemble une petitte maison, qui est tiré sur la place; tel et ainsy que le tout se 
poursuit et comporte de toutes parts, circonstances, et dépendances, que le dit acquéreur dit avoir va et visité, et 
dont il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de. dix-huit pounds, 
cours de Nouvelle York, sur laquelle somme le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu celle de dix pounds, avant la passa- 
tion des présentes, dont il est content, en tient quitte et décharge le dit acquéreur et tous autres. Et les huit 
pounds, pour parfait payement, le dit Jean Charett promet et s’oblige les payer au dit vendeur, ou & son ordre, dans 
le cour du mois de Septembre prochain, Au moyen de ce, le dit vendeur a de ce moment transporté, et transporte 
au dit acquéreur, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété qu’il a et pouvoit avoir sur la 
ditte terre, pour l’avoir eut des sauvages Pattawatamies, par donaison du 3 de Mai, de lV’année courante, qu’il a 
remis au dit acqaéreurs voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’i! 
appartiendra, en vertu des présentes. Car ainsy sont conveniies les parties de bonne foy, promettant, &c. obligeant, 
&c. Fait et passé au dit Detroit, en l’étude du dit notaire, le vingt-sixiéme jour de May, l’an 1796; et les parties. 
ayant déclaré ne savoir signer de cet enguis, ont fait leurs marques ordinaires, et scellé aprés lecture faitte, sui- 
vant l’ordonnances, présence des nommes Jean Lemay et Batiste Lemay, fils, qui, ayant aussi déclaré ne savoir 


signer, ont fait leurs marques ordinaires & l’original. 
CHARLES LARIOLE, sa + marque. 
JEAN CHARETT, sa + marque. 


En présence de : 
Frs. Dx. Beticour, Not. Pub. 


Je certifie que la présente terre mentionnée dans ie présent contrat appartient ’ Mr. Hubert La Croix, pour Ini 
avoir été adjugée par encan publique; c’est pourquoy je lui ai transporté, et transporte le présent contrat, ’ la 
riviére aux Raisins, ce 18 de Février, 1807. : 

ALEXIS LAURENGE, 


Administrateur de défunt Jean Charet. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
Jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 421; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 422. Prerre Braneiav, Sen.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Branchau, Sen. to a 
tract of land, situate at Plaisance, near river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 284, under the date of 29th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being eight arpents in front by fifteen in 
depth, bounded in front by la Grande Coulée, in rear by the marais and springs towards river Raisins, east by a 
marais towards lake Erie, and west by lands claimed by Pierre Branchan, Jun. 

Whereupon, Claude Couture was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant possessed and cultivated the premises, and has 
per so to this day; that, about six or eight years ago, he built a house and barn. About twenty-five arpents are 
cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 422; and that he cause the same to be sur- * 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 423. Prerre Brancuav, Jun.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Branchau, Jun. to a: 
tract of land, situate at Plaisance, near river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the 
oe at Detroit, ~ = 1, page a ag — of 29th N — 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being six arpents in front by twenty i 
depth, bounded in front by Grande Coulée, in rear by the de idee Navarre, east * lands a by > 
Branchau, Sen., and west by lands claimed by Jean Baptiste Reaume. e : 

Whereupon, Claude Couture was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant possessed and cultivated the premises, and has 
continued so to this day. ‘Twenty arpents are in cultivation, with a dwelling-house, barn, and stables. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall he No. 423; and that he cause the same to be surveyed. 
= a eg of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
ice at Detroit. 
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No. 424, Louis Bourpeavx.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Bourdeaux to a tract of 
land, situate at Plaisance, near river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office 
at Detroit, in volume 1, page 289, under the date of 29th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, fifty arpents, it being two arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, bounded 
in front by la Grande Coulée, in rear by Claude Couture’s farm, east by lands claimed by Pierre Foucreau, and west 
by lands claimed by Alexis Solo. 

Whereupon, Claude Couture was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Francis Laplante was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant eight years ago, who has occupied and cultivated the same 
to this ve fifteen arpents are cultivated, a house, barn, and stables are erected on the premises. 

‘And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 424; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


_ No. 425. Samuet Eonew.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Samuel Egnew toa tract of land, 
situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. . 
Sir: Detroit, December 3, 1808. 


Please take notice that [ claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on the 
south side of river Raisins, containing, by estimation, arpents, it being three and a half arpents in front by 
forty in depth, to the exception of a mill seat situate thereon, with about twelve acres of land claimed by Todd, 
McGill, & Co., provided the said mill seat should be found thereon; this tract of three and a half arpents by forty is 
bounded in front by said river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, on the west by lands of Daniel Mulholand, and on 
the east by lands claimed by Colonel Anderson. - I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements 
made thereon previous to 1796, and continued to this day. 

SAMUEL EGNEW. 


This tract contains, by estimation, —— arpents, it being three and a half arpents in front by forty in depth, with 
an exception, as in the notice, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, west by lands claimed 
by Daniel Mulholand, and east by lands claimed by Colonel John Anderson. 

Whereupon, Michael Labadi was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposéd and said, that, previous to the 1st July, 1796, Louis Gaillard was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to John Askin, who sold to George McDougall. as per deed recorded in the 
claim of Daniel Mulholand, who has purchased half of the whole tract of this claimant. .The deponent further saith 
that the premises have been constantly cultivated: about twelve arpents are in cultivation. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that a have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 425; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land ,therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 426. James May, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the claim of James May, Esq. toa tract of land 
situate at L’ance creuse, on lake St. Clair, and the notice by him filed yesterday was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 





To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit, §c. 
Territory or MICHIGAN, Viz. Detroit, December 2, 1808. 


Notice is hereby given that I set up title and claim to a certain tract of land, situate at L’ance creuse, con- 
taining four acres in front by forty acres in depth, bounded on the northeast side by Dubay, Jun., and on the 
southwest side by Dubay, Sen. by virtue of a deed and improvements made thereon. 

JAMES MAY. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty acres, it being four acres in front by forty in depth, 

bounded in a by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by Dubay, Jun.,and southwest by 
Dubay, Sen. 
Whereu os Simon Landry was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that nobody lived on the premises previous to the Ist July, 1796: that one Cochois had cleared 
some part of the premises about seventeen years ago; that the land remained uncultivated until about eight years 
ago, when the deponent went and lived on the premises, where he has remained since to this day, as tenant to the 
clomeent.—Pesipreed. 


No. 427. ANToInE Bernarp, dit Laronraine.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Antoine Ber- 
nard, dit Lafontaine, to a tract of land, situate on Otter creek, which was entered with the former Commissioners 
at Detroit, in volume 1, page 273, under the date of 29th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one. hundred and fifty arpents, it being six arpents in front by twenty-five in 
depth, bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by the farm of Medard Couture, east by lands of the late Joseph 
Hyrague, now claimed by Jacques Lasselle. ; 

Whereupon, Antoine Guy was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed me pe that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Francois Paul was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has ever since possessed and cultivated the same: about 
twenty arpents are cultivated; a house and barn are thereon erected. : . 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 427; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


_ No. 428. Gzorce McDoveatt and Israr: Rutanp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of George 
McDougall and Israel Ruland to a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by them 
filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office for the District of Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 3, 1808. 


Please take notice that we Iay claim toa tract of land in the territory of Michigan, situate, lying, and being 
on the north side of river Raisins, of seven arpents in front by eighty acres in depth, bounded in front by said river 
Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, on the east by Rachel Knaggs, and on the west by Giles Barns, which said tract 
we hold and claim by virtue of two deeds of purchase, viz: one from Joseph Chene to said Israel Ruland, dated at 
Detroit the 26th July, 1796, the other from Amable Bellair to the said George McDougall, dated river Raisins, 10th 
November, 1798, recorded and taken up by the late commissioners on the 26th February, 1805, book —, pages 224 
and 225, and also by virtue of the uninterrupted possession and improvements on the aforesaid tract prior to 1796. 


GEO. McDOUGALL, 
ISRAEL RULAND. 
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This tract contains, by estimation, five hundred and sixty acres, being seven acres in front by eighty acres in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, east by lands claimed by Rachel Knaggs, and 
west by lan«s claimed by Giles Barnes. : 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Amable Bellair was in possession and occupancy of 
three arpents in front, and continued so until he sold to George McDougall; that Joseph Chene, dit Flacon, was in 
possession of the other four arpents, until he sold to Israel Ruland; that there has been no cultivation on the pre- 
mises these six years: the house was burned two years ago. 

The claimants, in support of their claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: (See liber B, 
folio 74, of the former commissioners. )—Postponed. 


No. 429. Gites Barnes.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Giles Barnes to-a tract of land, situate 
on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice filed this day by Israel Ruland, in his behalf, was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’ Land Office for the District of Detroit. 


Sir: Derroit, December 3, 1808. 


Take notice that I claim title to a certain tract, piece, or parcel of land, being and lying on the north side of river 
Raisins, bounded as follows: on the north side by river aux Raisins, west by William Knaggs, and east by land which 
is now, or lately was, the property of Israel Ruland, being three acres in front by one hundred and twenty in depth, 
French measure, by virtue of an assignment from George McDougall to James Powers, and from him, to me for deeds 
numbered A and B, herewith left to be-recorded. 

For Gites Barnes, 


ISRAEL RULAND. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty arpents, being three arpents in front by one hundred 
and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by ————, west by lands claimed by William 
Knaggs, and east by lands claimed by Israel Ruland. ; 

hereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Amable Bellair cultivated the premises, and continued about 
five years, and that this tract has not been cultivated these five or six years; the above two tracts are under the same 
enclosure. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited two deeds in the words and figures following, to wit: 


En présence de témoin, et sous ma marque ordinaire, moi, Bazil Cousinau, reconnois et confesse avoir vendu au 
Sieur Israel Ruland, une terre sise et située au nord de la riviére aux Raisins, en haut de la ditte riviére, tenant 
au ouest & Sieur Charles Reaume, et a |’est aussi au Sieur Charles Reaume, d’environ trois arpents et demi, plus ou 
moins, sur la profondeur ordinaire, tel qu’elle se poursuit et comporte, tant au prairie qu’eu bois de bout, et ce pour 
la sommejde quatre cent cinquante francs, qu’il m’accompté tant en argent qu’en billet, payable & mon ordre, dont je me 
suis démanté et desaissi de la ditte terre, pour par lui en prendre possession, quand bon lui semblera, lui garantissant 
de tout trouble de la part des sauvages de plus un arpent de terre, au sud de la ditte riviére, tenant & la terre de 
Serat, dit Coquillard, et & la portion de terre que me reste. Riviere aux Raisins, le 19 Avril, 1792. 


BAZIL COUSINAU, sa x marque. 





J. Portier Benac, fémoin. 


I have sold and transferred to George McDougall, his heirs and assigns, all my. right, title, and interest to the 
within tract of land, in front on the river Raisins, and extending back one hundred and twenty, more or less, this 


221 day of April, 1799. 
ISRAEL RULAND. 


I hereby assign all my right, title, and interest to the within tract of land to James Powers, his heirs and assigns, 
in consequence of the award of Zal. Bedient and arbitrators between said Powers and self. 


GEORGE McDOUGALL. 


Know all men by these presents, I, James Powers, of the town of Northampton, county of Ontario, and State 
of New York, for and in consideration of three hundred dollars, to me in hand paid, at and before the ensealing 
and delivery of these presents, by Giles Barnes, of the town of N orthampton aforesaid, the receipt whereof I do ac- 
knowledge, to have given, bargained, granted, sold, conveyed, and forever quitted claim, unto him, the said Giles 
Barnes, his heirs, executors, and administrators, or assigns, a certain tract, or piece, or parcel of land, being and 
lying in the township of Sargent, in the county of Wayne, territory of the United States northwest of the river Ohio, 
bounded as follows: on the north side of the river aux Raisins, west by William Knaggs, and east by land which is 
now, or lately was, the property of Israel Ruland, and being three acres in front by a nc and twenty in depth, 
French measure, be the same more or less, which lands were purchased by me from George McDougall, Esq.: 
to have and to hold the aforesaid granted and bargained premises, with the appurtenances thereunto belonging, or in 
any wise oo and J, the said James Powers, do, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, covenant 
and agree to and with the said Giles Barnes, his heirs, &c. that, from and after the signing, sealing, and delivery of 
these presents, neither I, nor my heirs, &c. shall have any further claim or demand to the aforesaid bargained pre- 
mises, but will forever hereafter warrant and defend the same against all the lawful claims or demands of any per- 
son or persons claiming from, by, or under me, or my heirs, &c. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, the third day of June, in the year of:our Lord one 


thousand eight hundred and one. 
; . JAMES POWERS. [_. s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
STEPHEN Hopkins, 
D. Powers. 


Postponed.—And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine A. M. 
Ae Monpay, December 5, 1808. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 430. Roperr Gr.ass.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Robert Glass to a tract of land, situate 
on the south side of river Raisins; fand the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, 
to wit: 

To Peter Auprain, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: Detrorr, December 4, 1808. 
Please to take notice that I now make entry of my land, in your office, which I hold by purchase from Israel 
Ruland, as will more fully appear by his deed of 27th March, 1808, and by possession and improvements. 


For Rosert Grass, 
ISRAEL RULAND. 
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This tract contains, by estimation, arpents, it being five and a half in front by one hundred and twenty in 
depth, bounded in front and north by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, west by lands of James Moore, 
and east by lands of Israel Ruland, (not to exceed six hundred and forty acres. ) 

Whereupon, Joseph Bissonet was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late George Sharp, deceased, was in possession and occu- 

ancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Israel Ruland, from whom the claimant has purchased, and 
ssessed and occupied the same to this day: about forty arpents are cultivated and enclosed, a house is erected 


fas 
on the premises. ; 2 
The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the two following deeds, to wit: 


Territory oF Micuican, District of Erie, ss. 

Know all men by these presents, that I, Israel Ruland, of the river Raisins, in the district of Erie, and terri- 
tory of Michigan, for and in consideration of six hundred and forty dollars, to mein hand paid by Robert Glass, of 
the same place, the receipt whereof Ido hereby acknowledge, and for other good causes me thereunto moving, 
have bargained, sold, aliened, conveyed, and confirmed to the said Robert Glass, all my right, title, claim, 
and interest in and te a certain farm, lot, tract, or parcel of Jand, situated, lying, and being on'the south side of said 
river Raisins, and bounded as follows, to wit: north and front by said river Raisins, on the western side by Jands and 
tenements of James Moore, in rear by vacant lands, and on the eastern side by the lands and tenements of me, the 
said Israel Ruland, consisting of or containing five and one-half arpents in front and one hundred and twenty ar- 
pents in depth, be the same more or less: to have and to hold the said farm, lot, tract, or parcel of land, with all and 
every of the appurtenances and privileges to the same in anywise appertaining, to him, the said Robert Glass, his 
heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, to have and to hold forever. And i, the said Israel Ruland, do by these 
presents warrant and forever defend the said premises against the claim of claims of myself, my heirs, executors, 
administrators, or assigns, and against the claim or claims of all and every other person or persons whatsoever, (the 
claim of the Government of the United States of America only excepted,) free and clear from all bonds, mortgages, 


obligations, judgments, or prior sale or conveyance of whatsoever name or nature. : 
in testimony whereof, { have hereunto subscribed my name, and affixed my seal, at river Raisins aforesaid, this 


27th day of March, 1808. ISRAEL RULAND 
, AND. (1. +.] 


Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
Joun BurBANK, 


Isaac RuLanp. 


Terrrrory or Micnican, District of Erie, to wit: 

__ Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the Justices commissioned to keep the peace in and for 
said district of Krie, the within named Israel Ruland, who acknowledged the within to be his own free and volun- 
tary act and deed. Given under my hand this 23d day of November, A. D. 1808. 

CHRISTOPHER TUTLE, J. P. D. EZ. 


Par devant Porlier Benac, écuyer, et capitaine de milice, résidant 4 la riviére aux Raisins, et présence de témoins 
soussignés est comparu Francois Havier Cantara, lequel a de son bon gré et bonne volonté reconnu et confessé avoir 
vendu, cédé, quitté, et transporté, dés maintenant et pour toujours, au Sieur Batiste Lasselle, marchand, résidant au 
dit lieu, une terre de deux arpents de front sur la profondeur ordinaire, tenant au ouest au Sieur George Nex, et a 
\’est 4 Louis Deveaux, lesquels dits deux arpents de terre le dit Francois Havier Cantara, a acquis du dit Deveaux, 
avec garantie, tel. qu’elle se poursuit et comporte, tant en terre labourée et labourable, prairie, et bois de bout, sans 
en rien retenir, ny reserver, pour prix et somme de dix-huit pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, payable en argent 
ou marchandises, au prix courant, lequel dit étre content et dont quitte; c’est.a cette consideration que le dit acqué - 
reur peut prendre possession et cultiver & son gré, lui garantissant de tout trouble, dettes, et hypothéques gené- 
rallement quelconque, laquelle ditte terre a été crié a Ja porte de |’eglise paroissialle, par trois Dimanches, et adjugée 
au ditacquéreur. Car ainsy, &c. obligeant &c. renongant, &c. Fait et passé a la riviére aux Raisins, paroisse St. An- 
toine, le vingt-deux Juin, mil-sept cent quatre-vingt-quinze, et a le dit Francois Regis Cantara declaré ne savoir 


signer, a fait sa marque ordinaire aprés lecture faitte. . 
F, HAVIER CANTARA, sa x marque. 


En présence de 
Francois Pepin, 
Francois Navarre, J. P. 
Louis GarLiarp, temoins. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled te the above described tract of 
land, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 430; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
_ No. 431, Barney Parxer.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Barney Parker to a tract of land, 
situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice filed by Israel Ruland in his behalf was read in the words 


and figures following, to wit: 
To Perrer Avuprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 3, 1808. 


Please to take notice that I now make entry of my land in your office, which I hold by purchase from Israe! 
Ruland, as wil! appear by his deed, bearing date July 2, 1798, and by long possession and improvements. 
For Barney Parke 
ISRAEL RULAND. 


Thie tract contains, by estimation, —— arpents, it being three acres two perches in front by one hundred and 
twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, below by lands of Ichabod Leach, 
and above by Jands of Gabriel Godfroy. 

Whereupon, Joseph Bissonet was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Etienne Laviollette was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Charles Proux, who sold to Israel Ruland, from whom the claim- 
ant has purchased, and has possessed and cultivated the same to this day. About twenty arpents are cultivated 
and enclosed, and two dwelling-houses are erected. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed, in the words and figures following, to wit: 

Know all men by these presents, that we, Israel Ruland and Ann Ruland, of the river Raisins, in the county of 
Wayne, and territory of the United States northwest of the river Ohio, being justly possessed of a certain tract of 
land, lying and being on the southerly side of the said river Raisins: Now know ye, that for and in consideration of 
the sum of four hundred and eighteen dollars, current money of the United States, to us in hand paid by Ber- 
nard Parker before the signing, sealing, and delivery of these presents, that we have granted, bargained, sold, 
enfeofied, and confirmed unto him, the said Bernard Parker, all that tract or parcel of land, lying and being on the 
southerly side of the river Raisins, bounded in front by the said river, and on the west by lands of Charles Deulyard, 
and on the east by lands of Medard Labady, fils, containing three acres, or arpents, and two perches if front by one 
hundred and twenty in depth, be the same more or less: to have and to hold the aforesaid premises so bargained and 
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sold, with every part and parcel thereof, unto him, the said Bernard Parker, his heirs, executors, adininistra- 
tors, or assigns, forever, hereby warranting and defending unto him, the said Bernard Parker, his heirs or 
assigns, the aforesaid premises, forever, against any person or persons claiming, or to claim, by virtue of any deed, 
mortgage, act, matter, or causes whatsoever, by us, or either of us, done or caused to be done; and we do 
moreover covenant, grant, and agree, that it shall forever hereafter be lawful for him, the said Bernard Parker, his 
heirs or assigns, to take, hold, occupy, and_ enjoy all and singular the aforesaid premises, with all the rents, issues, 
and profits, in anywise thereunto appertaining, without the least let, suit, or interruption of us, our heirs, executors, 
administrators, or assigns, whatsoever. 

In witness whereof, we have unto these presents set our hands and seals, this second day of July, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, (1798,) and of the independence of the United States of 


America the twenty-third, (23d.) 
ISRAEL RULAND. [1. s.] 
; ANN RULAND. [1 s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of. 
JosePH Barb, 
,ALEB SHAW. 


Personally came before Frangois Navarre, Esquire, one of the justices to keep the peace in the county of Wayne, 
Israel Ruland and Ann his wife, and, after examining them separate from each other, declared the above to be their 


voluntary act and deed for the purposes therein contained. 
FRANCOIS NAVARRE, J. P. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 431; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 432. James Moore.—The Board took into consideration the claim of James Moore to a tract of Jand, situate 
on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice filed by him this day was read in the words and figures following, 


to wit: 
To Peter Auprain, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Si: River Rarsins, September 1, 1808. 


Please tu take notice that I now make entry of my lands in your office, which I hold by purchase from Jean 
Baptiste Duprey, Sen. and Jean Baptiste Duprey, Jun., as will more fully appear by the deed to me bearing date 
the second day of November, 1799, and the fifth day of December, 1804, and by a long and peaceable possession 


and improvements. 
JAMES MOORE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and twenty arpents, it being eight arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands of Abijah Hunt, and below 
by lands of Robert Glass. 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Jean Baptiste Debreuil was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied to this day. About 
thirty arpents are cultivated, with two houses, stables, &c. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the two following deeds, to wit: 

Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent Jean Batiste Dubreuil, pére, du district de Sargent, et comté de 
Wayne, lequel reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, et transporté, et par ces présentes, vend, céde, et transporte & Jacques 
Moore, du susdit district de Sargent, 4 ce présent et acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, 
avec garantie de toutes dettes, hypothéques, dons, douaires, accessions, et aliénations, et de tous troubles généralle- 
ment quelconque, une terre, ou ferme, sise et située au sud de la riviére aux Raisins, paroisse de St. Antoine, dans 
le seetlit comté de Wayne, consistante en quatre arpents de front sur quarante en profondeur, bornée par devant 
la ditte riviére aux Raisins, par derriére & les terres non concédées, tenant d’un coété a la terre de Jean Batiste Du- 
breuil, fils, et de l’autre cété & celle de Israel Ruland, que le dit acquéreur dit bien connoitre, et dont il est content 
et satisfait. Cette vente, cession, et transport, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de quatre-vingt pounds, 
cours de la Nouvelle York, que le dit Jacques Moore promet et s’engage de payer au dit Jean Batiste Dubreuil, pére, 
ses hoirs, et ayant cause, de la maniére suivante, savoir: cinquante-cing pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, en ani- 
maux, pour premier payement, executé quatriéme jour de Novembre, et le reste du payement, qui est de vingt-cin 
pounds, en argent, grains, farine, ou animaux, au premier de Novembre, de l’année mil huit cent; et pour sureté 
des susdits payements & leurs époques respectives, le dit Jacques Moore a hypothéqué, et par ces présentes hypo- 
théque au dit Jean Batiste Dubreuil, pére, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, la terre cy-dessus mentionnée et décritie, la- 
quelle terre le dit Jacques Moore ne pourra vendre, donner, ou engager, sous quelque pretexte que ce soit, qu’aprés 
que le dernier des payements cy-dessus mentionnées aura été fait au dit Jean Batiste Dubreuil, pére, ses hoirs, et 
ayant cause. Il est convenu entre les parties, que si les Etats Unis s’emparent de la ditte terre, le dit Jacques 
Moore n’aura rien & demander au dit Jean Batiste Dubreuil, pére, ny a ses hoirs, et ayant cause, et qu’il en cours 
les risques de cette part 1a. II est de plus agrée, convenu, et entendu, entre les parties, que si le dit Jacques Moore, 
ses exécuteurs, ou administrateurs, negligent ou refusent de faire les payements, alors, et en pareil cas, le dit Jean 
Batiste Dubreuil, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, auront le droit de reprendre et rentrer en possession de la ditte terre pai- 
siblement, et sans que le dit Jacques Moore puisse mettre aucune opposition ou obstacle, ny demander aucune in- 
demnité pour les payements qu’il pourrait avoir fait. Car ainsy sont convenu les parties de bonne foy. 

Fait et passé a la riviére aux Raisins, dans le susdit district de Sargent, le douziéme jour de Novembre, de 
i’année mil sept cent quatre-vingt-dix-neuf, et les parties ont signé et scellé en présence de témoins. 


JEAN BTE. DUBREUIL, sa x marque. [t. s.] 
JACQUES MOORE. [z. s.] 


Jean Bre. Dusrevit, sed oe 
Etienne Dusots. , 


ComTs DE Wayne, District de Sargent: 


Sont personnellement comparu devant moi, le soussigné, un des Magistrats assignés pour tenir la paix pour et 
dans le comté de Wayne, les susnommés Jean Batiste Dubreuil, pére, et _ ener Moore, ont reconnu que le con- 
trat cy-dessus est bien leur acte, avec leurs signatures et leurs cachets, et que, comme tel, il peut étre enregistré au 
greffe du dit comté. En foy de quoy, j’ai souscrit mon nom & la riviére aux Raisins, le 19¢me de Novembre, 1799. 


FRS. NAVARRE, J. P. 


Moy, Jean Batiste Dubreuil, pére, je soussigne, en présence de témoin, que j’ai regu le payement si au men- 


tionné, a la riviére aux Raisins, le 8eme Décembre, 1804. 
JEAN BTE. DUBREUIL, Peére, sa x marque. 
Frs. Navarre, 7émoin. 


Par devant les témoins soussignés, fut présent Jean Batiste Dubreuil, fils, du district de Sargent, et comté de 
. Wayne, lequel reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, et transporté, et par ces présentes vend, céde, et transporte, & Jacques 
Moore, du susdit district de Sargent, a ce présent et acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’ave- 
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nir, avec garantie de toutes dettes, hypothéques, dons, douaires, accessions, et aliénations, et de tout trouble géné- 
rallement quelconque, excepté de la part des Etats Unis, une terre, ou ferme, sise et située au sud de la riviére aux 
Raisins, dans le susdit district, comté de Wayne, consistant en quatre arpents de large sur quarante de profondeur, 
bornée par devant par la ditte riviére aux Raisins, et par derriére aux terres non concédées, tenant d’un coté a la 
terre du dit acquéreur, Jacques Moore, et de l’autre coté & Israel Ruland, que le dit acquéreur dit bien connoitre, 
et dont il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, et transport, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de soixante-quatre pounds, cours de la 
Nouvelle York, que le dit Jacques Moore a payé au dit Jean Batiste Dubreuil, fils, qu’il reconnoit d’avoir recu du 
dit Jacques Moore avant la passation des présentes, et par laquelle il le tient quitte, lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, 
afin qu’il enjouisse, lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, & les clauses et conditions susdittes. Car ainsy sont convenu les 
parties de bonne foy. 

Fait et passé & la riviére aux Raisins, et dans le susdit district de Sargent, le cinquiéme jour du mois de Décem- 
bre, an mille huit cent quatre, et le susdit vendeur a signé le présent en présence de témoins, et a posé son cachet. 


JEAN BTE. DUBREUIL, Fils. [1. s.] 
J. Portier Benac, : Témoins 
Grorce McDoveaL.L, / 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 432; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 433. Anromve Campeav.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Antoine Campeau to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice filed by Antoine Lasselle, in his behalf, was read in 
the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derroit, November 25, 1808. 


Take notice that 1 now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate, lying, and being on the north side of river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by one hundred 
and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by the lauds of 
John Askin, and on the other side by Jean Baptiste Racine. I claim and set up title to the said tract by virtue of 
possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 


For Antoine CaMPEAU, 


ANTOINE LASSELLE, Jun. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty arpents, it being three arpents in front by one 
hundred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands 
claimed by Richard Pollard, and on the other by lands claimed by Israel Ruland. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Alexander Ouattet was living on the premises as tenant of 
Batiste Cicot, who sold to the claimant, who has possessed the same to this day, but the premises have not been oc- 
cupied or cultivated these eleven years. <a 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the above described 
tract of land; and, therefore, that his claim be and is hereby rejected. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 


— ; Tuespay, December 6, 1808. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 434. Tue recar ners oF Witiiam Grirritu, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim 
of the legal heirs of William Griffith, deceased, to a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which 
was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 71, under the date of the 
12th of January, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, five hundred and seventy arpents, it being four and three-quarters arpents in 
front by one hundred and twenty in depth, bounded in front. by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above 
by lands of William Griffith, Jun. and below by lands of Guiliaume Lapointe. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brougut forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Romain La Chambre was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Charles Proux, from whom the late William Griffith pur- 
chased, and occupied and cultivated the same until he died; since which time, the claimants have tenanted the same. 
About fifty arpents are cultivated and enclosed; a dwelling-house and out-houses are erected, and there isa fine 
orchard on the premises. oo 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 434; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 435. Wiu11am Grirritx, Jun.—The Board took into consideration the claim of William Griffith, Jun. to 
a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed on the 17th of November last 
was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: 

William Griffith, Jun. hereby gives notice of claim, and makes entry with the Commissioners of the United 
States Land Office at Detroit, of a certain tract of land of four hundred and eighty acres, more or less, situate 
upon the river Raisins, in the district of Erie, and territory of Michigan, being four acres in front upon said river, 
and extending in depth back from said river one hundred and twenty acres. bounded in front upon said river Rai- 
sins, in rear by unlocated lands, on the east by the farm of Willliam Griffith, Sen. deceased, and on the west by 
Francois Baron, dit Cattin. The said William Griffith, Jun. makes title and claim to hold said farm and tract of 
land, with the appurtenances, to him and his heirs, by virtue of purchase thereof of one Touis Robidou, by deed 
dated June 4, 1804; also makes title and claim to himself and heirs, by long and continued possession, occupancy, 
and improvements, by himself and those under whom he claims and derives title to said tract of land and premises. 


SOL. SIBLEY, 
Attorney for the Claimant. 


This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and eighty acres, it being four acres in front by one hundred and 
twenty in depth, bounded in front by said river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, east by lands of the late 
William Griffith, deceased, and west by lands of Francois Baron, dit Cattin. ; 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Louis Robidou was in —— and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and tenanted the same to this day. 
Sixteen arpents are cultivated. 
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The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 
[See book A, folio 264, registered by the former commissioners. ] 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
Jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 435; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, anda plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 436.” Gites Barnes.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Giles Barnes to a tract of land, situ- 
ate on the south side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 1, page 386, under the date of 5th of December, 1805, ; 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty acres, it being three acres in front by one hundred and 
twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, west by lands of Israel Ruland, and 
east by lands of Charles Drouillard. ; : ; 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Laforest and Monmini were in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until they sold to Israel Ruland, who sold to Caleb Shaw, who sold to Gideon 
Cooley, who possessed and cultivated the same until he died. After his death his widow and administratrix. was 
authorized by the court of orphans to sell the same at public vendu, when the claimant purchased, being the high- 
est bidder, as per deed recorded with the former commissioners in liber A, page 90, and has possessed and culti- 
vated the same to this day. ; sory ‘ 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No, 436; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 437. Witxiam, Joun, and Scorr Ross.—The Board took into consideration the claim of William, John, and 
Scott Robb to a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commis- 
sioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 74, under the date of the 12th of November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and forty acres, or arpents, being three and a half in front by 
forty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands formerly of John Askin, 
and below by lands of J. and F. Lasselle. ; ; é 

Whereupon, Louis Bernard, dit Lajoye, was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Antoine Rivard was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to George Sharp, who sold to Israel Ruland, from whom the 
claimants have purchased, who have occupied and cultivated the same to this ven about eighteen arpents are cul- 
tivated; a dwelling-house and barn are erected on the premises, and an orchard planted. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, (subject to a mortgage by them executed to Israel Ruland, bearing date the 3d of November, 1800,) and that 
they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 437; and that they cause the same to be surveyed, and 
a _ of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 


No. 438. Prerre Fournter.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Fournier to a tract of 
land, situate at Plaisance, near river Raisins; and the notice by him filed yesterday was read in the words and 


figures following, to wit: 
‘ To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: 

Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate at Plaisance, near river Raisins, containing two arpents 
in front by fifteen in depth, bounded in front by the river & la Savatte, in rear by , on one side by Pierre Bran- 
cheau, Sen., and on the other side by Joseph Deschatelet. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improve- 
ments made by me or those from whom I derive title. 

For Prerre Fournier, 





CLAUDE COUTURE, his x mark. 
Witness, Perrr AuDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, thirty arpents, it being two arpents in front by fifteen in depth, bounded in 
front by river & la Savatte, in rear by , on one side by lands of Pierre Brancheau, Sen., and on the other by 
lands of Joseph Deschatelet. 

Whereupon, Claude Couture was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Jeremie Duquet possessed and cultivated the pre- 
—_— ye continued so until he sold his improvements to the claimant, who has possessed and cultivated the same 
to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 438; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 439. AnprE Lamarre.—The Board took into consideration the claim of André Lamarre to a tract of land. 
situate on the Miami bay; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 





To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
IR! 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the Miami bay, containing ten arpents in front by about fifteen in depth, bounded in front by the 
said Miami bay, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by river aux Vases, and on the other side by unlocated 
lands. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me before the Ist July, 1796. 


For AnpRE LaMarrE, 
FRANCOIS DURGEOT, his x mark. 
Witness, Perer AupRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and fifty arpents, it being ten arpents in front by fifteen in depth, 
bounded in front by Miami bay, in rear by unlocated Jands, on one side by river aux Vases, and on the other side 
by unlocated lands. 

Whereupon, Claude Couture was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, several years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and has continued so to this day: seven or eight arpents are culiveied and enclosed; fruit trees 
have been planted thereon about ten years ago.—Postponed. 


No. 440. Meparp Covture.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Medard Couture to a tract of land, 
situate on lake Erie, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, 
page 293, under the date of the 29th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it béing three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by lake Erie, in rear by unlocated lands, north by lands of Claude Couture, and south by 
Otter creek. 

57 p 





Sg Ss tw 


—— 


i saat - 


ai Se 5 


Petia See 


hanasu eee 


Siete wee ee ee be 





PUBLIC LANDS. { 1807. 


446 








Whereupon, Antoine Guy was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Joseph Reaume was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until nine years ago, when he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and cultivated the 
same to this day: about sixteen arpents are cultivated and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 440; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 441. Josepu Napautr, graniee of Alexis Bourdeaux.—The Board took inte consideration the claim of 
Joseph Nadault, as grantee of Alexis Bourdeaux, to a tract of land, situate on the south side of river aux Sables, 
which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 343, under the date 
of the 30th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, forty-five acres, more or less, it being three acres in front by fifteen in depth, 
bounded in front by the said river aux Sables, in rear by river Raisins’ farms, east by S. Champagne, and west by 
lands of Vincent Maheux. 

Whereupon, Antoine Guy was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, he, the deponent, was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to Jean Baptiste Leduc, who sold to Alexis Bourdeaux, from whom the 
claimant has purchased, and has possessed and occupied the same to this day: twenty arpents are cultivated and 
enclosed; a dwelling-house is erected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 441; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 442. Errenne Covrvure.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Etienne Couture to a tract of 
land, situate on the south side of la Grande Coulée, near river Raisins, which was entered with the former Com- 
missioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 294, under the date of the 29th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, arpents, it being six arpents in front on the Grande Coulée, and two 
acres only in rear, by about twenty-five in depth, bounded in front by la Grande Coulée, in rear by the farm of his 
brother Claude Couture. 

Whereupon, Avtoine Guy was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Joseph Deschatelet was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold his improvements to the claimant eight or nine years ago, who has possessed 
and occupied the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 442; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 443. GuittaumE Larotnre.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Guillaume Lapointe to a tract 


of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 





To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
' Derrorr, December 3, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit. my claim to a tract of land, 
situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by 
river Raisins, above by lands of William Griffith, and below by lands of Jean Jacob. I claim by virtue of posses- 


sion, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
For Gumttaume Laporte 


LOUIS BERNARD, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AUDRAIN. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, above by lands of William Griffith, below by lands of Jean Jacob. 

Whereupon, Louis Bernard, dit Lajoye, was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Jean Baptiste Laplante was in possession and 
occupancy of the premises until about nine years ago, when he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and cultiva- 
ted the same to this day: twenty-four arpents are cultivated. ‘ 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 

e have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 443; and that he cause the same to be sur- 


land, and that d ich ce C ) 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 444. Jean Jacos.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Jacob to a tract of land on the 


north side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: ‘ Derrort, December 3, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of 
Jand, situate on the north side of river Raisins, — two arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front 
by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of William Lapointe, and below by lands of Pierre 
Cloutier. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive 


title. 
a For Jean Jacon, 
LOUIS BERNARD, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AuDRAIN. 
This tract contains, by estimation, eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front 
by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of William Lapointe, and below by lands of Pierre 


Cloutier. ; , , 

Whereupon, Louis Bernard, dit Lajoye, was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, René Cloutier was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Vincent Maheux, from whom the claimant has purchased about 


eight years ago, and has possessed and cultivated the same to this day: twenty arpents are cultivated. | 
n it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 


And thereu 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 4443 and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 445. Prerre Croutier.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Cloutier to a tract of land, 


situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed the 3d instant was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 
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To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 3, 1808. 


Sim: 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
Jand, situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing two arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front 
by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Jean Jacob, and below by lands of the late René 
Cloutier, deceased. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom 


I derive title. ° 
For Prerre Cioutier, 


LOUIS BERNARD, his x mark. 


Witness, Peter AupRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in 
front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Jean Jacob, and below by lands of the late 
René Cloutier, deceased. . ; ; 

Whereupon, Louis Bernard, dit Lajoye, was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late René Cloutier, father to the claimant, 
was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; that his widow occupied the same 
five or six years, until she died; since which-time, the claimant has occupied and cultivated the premises to this day: 
more than twenty arpents are cultivated. ‘The deponent further saith, that he was present when the whole of the 
heirs of René Cloutier, deceased, agreed, unanimously, that the claimant should take possession of the farm, as he 
had paid all the debts of their father, and that they relinquished all claim to said farm. a 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 445; and that he cause the same to be sur- 


veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 446. Cartes Bernarv.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Charles Bernard, dit Lajoye, to 


a tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and 


figures following, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 3, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front 
by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of J. and F. Lasselle, and below by lands of Colonel 
Chabert. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive 


title. 
i For Cuartes Bernard, - 
LOUIS BERNARD, his x mark. 


Witness, PETER AUDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of J. and F. Lasselle, and below 
by lands of Colonel Francois Chabert. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and continued so to this day. Above eighteen arpents are cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 446; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 447. HyactnrE Bernarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Hyacinte Bernard toa tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed 3d December instant was read in the 


words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detrorr, December 3, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, containing two 
arpents in frout by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands 
of Jean Baptiste Leblanc, and below by lands of Joseph Bissonet. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and 


improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
For Hyacinre Bernarp, 


LOUIS BERNARD his x mark. 


Witness, Peter AupRAIN. 
This tract contains, by estimation, eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front by ferty in depth, bounded in 
front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by Tands of Jean Baptiste Leblanc, and below by lands 


of Joseph Bissonet. _ 
Whereupon, Antvine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 


deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Louis Bristoule was in possession and occupancy of the 
remises, and continued so until he sold to Louis Bernard, dit Lajoye, from whom the claimant has purchased, and 
es possessed and cultivated the.same to this day. 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that ‘ss have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 447; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 448. CLrauvpe Courure.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Claude Couture to a tract of land 
situate on the lake Erie; and the notice by him filed 6th December was read in the words and figures follow- 
ing, to wit: 
To Peter Auprain, Esq. Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit. 


Detroit, December 6, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to my farm at Plaisance, situate, lying, and being on the north side of lake 
Erie, bounded in front by said lake, in rear by farms on river aux Loutres, on the northeast by farms at Plaisance, and 
on the southwest by Medard Couture, of three arpents in front by forty in depth, containing one hundred and twenty 
arpents altogether. I claim the same by virtue of a purchase from Jean Baptiste Reaume, Sen. whose improvement 
rights I paid him thirty-five pounds, New York currency, for, on the 24th August, 1805, by my note given, and 
witnessed before George Mc ougall, Notary Public, at river Raisins, for the district of Erie, the same having been 


Settled and improved prior to the year 1796. 
; CLAUDE COUTURE, his x mark. 
Witness, Georce McDovaatt. 


. 


Sir: 
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This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front_by lake Erie, in rear by the farms of Otter creek, northeast by the farms of Plaisance, and 
southwest by lands of Medard Couture. 

Whereupon, Antoine Guy was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Jean Baptiste Reaume, Sen. was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until nine years ago, when he sold to the claimant, who has occupied and cultivated 
the same to this day. 

George McDougall, Esq. another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that, about the 24th August, 1805, he 
wee ie of conveyance from Jean Baptiste Reaume, Sen. to the claimant, in which deed the claimant was 
acquitted, 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, 
and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 448; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and 
a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 

No. 449. Jean Marie Bourpeaux.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Marie Bourdeaux, as 
grantee of Baptiste Fontaine, who was grantee of Francis Bourdeaux, who was grantee of Jean Baptiste Solo, to a 
tract of land, situate on river aux Sables, being part and parcel of a larger tract entered with the former Commis- 
sioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 342, under the date of 30th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, fifty arpents, it being two arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, bounded 
in front by river aux Sables, extending in depth to the lands of the river Raisins, on one side by lands of Gabriel 
Fontaine, and on the other side by lands of Jean Baptiste Bourdeaux. : 

Whereupon, Antoine Guy was brought forward as a_witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Jean Baptiste Solo was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to Francois Bourdeaux, who sold to Baptiste Lafontaine, from whom the 
claimant has purchased, and has occupied and cultivated the same to this day. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the two following deeds, to wit: 

Par devant le notaire public dans le district d’Erie, territoire de Michigan, y résidant, soussigné, fut présent 
le Sieur Francois Bourdeaux, lequel & par ces présentes reconnoit avoir vendu, quitté, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, 
dés maintenant et & toujours, avec garantie de tous troubles, dons, douaires, dettes, hypotheques, évictions, aliéna- 
tions, et de tout autre empéchement générallement quelconque, excepté le droit des Etats Unis, au Sieur Jean Bap- 
tiste Fontaine, & ce présent et acceptant pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, une terre de deux arpents de front, 
prenant par devant & la riviére aux Sables, et joignant en profondeur aux terres de la riviére aux Raisins, bornée 
d’un coté par Gabriel Fontaine, et de l’autre coté a Jean Baptiste Bourdeaux, avec tous Jes batimens, et autres fraix 
faites sur icelle, sans reserve d’aucune choses. Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et 
moyennant le prix et somme de soixante et quinze pounds, York, que le vendeura regu, et dont il se tient content et 
satisfait, et donne quittance pour la ditte somme, et ainsy le dit vendeur transport au dit acquéreur, ses hoirs, et 
ayant cause a l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, et tous autres droits qu’il a et pouvait avoir sur 
la ditte terre, s’en démettant et déveétissant en faveur du dit acquéreur, voulant et neering. we qu’il en soit mis en 
bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra. Car ainsy sont convenues les parties de bonne foy, 
promettant, &c. obligeant, &c. renongant, &c. Fait et passé a la riviére aux Raisins, en l’étude du dit notaire, le 
28 du mois de Novembre, 1808, et les parties ont déclaré ne savoir signer, ont fait leurs marques ordinaires pré- 


sence de témoin. 
FRANCOIS BOURDEAUX, sa x marque. 
JEAN BAPTISTE FONTAINE, sa x marque. 
Meparp Couture, fémoin. 

Cuarzes F. Grrarpin, Not. Pub. 

Par devant le notaire publique pour Je district Erie, territoire de Michigan, y résidant, soussigné, furent pré- 
sents le Sieur Jean Baptiste Fontaine, lequel par ces présentes reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, quitté, et dé- 
laissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, avec garantie de tous troubles, dons, douaires, dettes, hypothéques, évictions, 
aliénations, et de tout autre empechement générallement quelconque, au Sieur Jean Marie Bourdeaux, a ce présent et 
acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, une terre de deux arpents de front, prenant par 
devant & lariviére aux Sables, et joignant en profondeur aux terres de la riviére aux Raisins, bornée d’un cété par Ga- 
briel Fontaine, et de l’autre cété & Jean Baptiste Bourdeaux, bien entendu que la garantie ne regarde pas le droit 
que les Etats Unis ont ou pourraient avoir sur la ditte terre, cette vente fait sans reserve tel qu’il est, et dont le dit 
acquéreur dit bien connoitre, et dont il est content et satisfait. Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, 
ainsy fait pour et moyennant la quantité de dix mille livres de farine, payable en dix ans, mille livres par chaque 
année, dont le premier payement se fera dans le cours du mois de Decembre, de |’année mil huit cent huit, et con- 
tinuera d’année en année jusqu’au parfait payement sans iy rg bien entendu quela ditte terre restera hy pothéque 
jusqu’au parfait payement. Car tel a été convenu entre les dittes parties, et au moyen des conditions cy-dessus 
remplis, le dit vendeur transport au dit acquéreur, ses hoirs, et ayant cause ad l’avenir, tous droits de propriété, noms, 
raisons, et tous autres droits qu’il a et pourrait avoir sur la ditte terre, s’en démettant et dévétissant en faveur du 
dit acquéreur, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qu’i! appartiendra. Car ainsy 
sont convenues les parties de bonne foy, promettant, &c. obligeant, &c. renongant, &c. Fait et passé & la riviére 
aux Raisins, en l’étude du dit notaire, le 28 de Novembre, 1808, et les parties ont déclaré ne savoir écrire, ont fait 


leurs marques ordinaires, présence de témoin. 
JEAN BAPTISTE FONTAINE, sa x marque, 
JEAN MARIE BOURDEAUX, sa X marque. 

Antoine Courure, fémoin. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 449; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 450. Hyactnre Lepuc.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Hyacinte Leduc, which was 
entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 289, under the date of 29th 
November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred arpents, it being four arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, 
bounded in front by the Grande Coulée, in rear by Otter creek lands, east by Joseph Tuot, and west by Francois 
Robert. 

Whereupon, Claude Couture was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Joseph Menard was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to Medard Labadi, who sold to the claimant eight years ago, who has ever 
since occupied and caltivated the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
jand, and that * have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 450; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 451. Josrrn Bettarr.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Bellair to a tract of land, 
situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 
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To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: — . “a , ‘ 
Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
the south side of river Raisins, containing, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in 
front by forty in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands claimed by 
William Knaggs, and below by lands claimed by Jacques and Francois Lasselle. I claim title by virtue of possession, 
occupancy, and improvements inade thereon previous to 1796, and continued to this day. 


JOSEPH BELLAIR, his x mark. 
Witness, Lampert Laroy. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands claimed by William Knaggs, 
and below by lands of Jacques and Francois Lasselle. ; ; ‘ 

Whereupon, Simon Jacob was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that the claimant was in possession and occupancy previous to the Ist July, 1796, and has con- 
tinued to cultivate and improve the premises ever since by tenants. | ; } 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 451; and that he cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 452. Francois Catrrin.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Frangois Cattin to a tract of land 
situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, 
to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrorr, December 6, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing four arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by 
river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, east by Jean Charait, and west by Pierre Demuse. I claim by Virtue of 
possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 


FRANCOIS CATTIN, his x mark. 
Witness, Perer AupRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, east by lands of Jean Charait, and west by lands of 
J. and F. Lasselle. 

Whereupon, Simon Jacob was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Michael Cattin was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to Mallet, from whom the claimant purchased about seven years ago, 
who has possessed and cultivated the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 452; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land thereincontained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

Adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 





] a Wennespay, December 7, 1808. 
lhe Board met at nine in the forenoonypursuant to adjournment. 


No. 453. Bexorr Cuaporon.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Benoit Chapoton toa tract of 
land; and the notice by him filed 2d instant was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’? Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, November 28, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being in 
what is commonly called the second concession, of two arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by my 
lands, in rear by those of the United States, on the northeast by the rear of Maurice Moran’s lands, on the south- 
west by those of Robert McDougall. I claim title to this tract of land by virtue of possession, occupancy, and 
improvements made thereon by me previous to 1796, and continued to this day. 

BENOIT CHAPOTON. 


This tract contains, by estimation, eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front 
by lands of the claimant, and in rear by unlocated lands, northeast by the rear of Maurice Moran’s lands, and on the 
southwest by those of Robert McDougall. 

Whereupon, Robert McDougall was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and improved the same, and has continued so to this day. There is about half an acre of ground under 
improvements; a house was built in 1780, and was burnt down two years ago; another has been erected since; there 
are no fences at present on the premises; the claimant has always cut his firewood on the premises, and has pre- 
vented others from doing so. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 453; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 454. Roserr McDoveatt.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Robert McDougall to a tract of 
land; and the notice by him filed 2d instant was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrorr, November 28, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
what is commonly called the second concession, of three acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by my 
lands, and in rear by those of the United States, on the northeast by the rear of Benoit Chapoton’s lands, and on 
the southwest by those of the estate of the late Simon Campeau, deceased. I claim title to this tract of land by 
virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made thereon by me previous to 1796, and continued to this day. 


ROBERT McDOUGALL. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by lands of the claimant, in rear by unlocated lands, northeast by the rear of Benoit Cha-- 
. poton’s lands, and on the southwest by lands of the estate of Simon Campeau. ; 
Whereupon, Benoit Chapoton was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession, and improved the premises. 
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There is half an acre under improvements; a house was built some years ago, and burnt down since; another house 
was erected last year, which is still standing; the claimant has always cut his wood on the premises, and has pre- 
vented others from doing so. 7 : ; , 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No, 454; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 455. Jean Bapriste Beavcrann.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Beau- . 
grand to a tract of land, situate on river Rouge, which was eritered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 317, under the date of 30th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, —— arpents, it being three arpents in front, extending in depth to the St. 
oe family’s lands, on one side by lands of widow Delille, and on the other side by lands of Colonel Francis 

nabert. 

Whereupon, Louis Laferté, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Bernard Campeau was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and tenanted the same to this 
day. ‘I'wenty-five arpents are cultivated and enclosed, with a house and an orchard. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 455; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


Adjourned to to-morrow, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, December 8, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 456. JosepH Menarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Menard to a tract of land, 
situate at la Grande Coulée, near river Raisins; and the notice by him filed 7th instant was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 

: To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 7, 1808. 


Please take notice, and enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of 
land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being at a place called Grande Coulée, or Plaisance, containing, 
by estimation, one hundred arpents, it being four arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, bounded in front by the 
rear of lands of the claimant, and in rear by the settlement of Otter creek, on the west by the Miamis road, and on 
the east by Francois Robert. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me 


thereon previous to 1796, and continued to this day. 


Sir: 


For Joseph MEnarD, Sen. 


te 
BAPTISTE ST. AMOUR, his x mark. 


Witness, Lampert Laroy. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred arpents, it being four arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, 
bounded in front by the rear of the lands of the claimant, in rear by the settlement on Otter creek, west by the 
Miamis road, and east by lands of Francois Robert. 

Whereupon, Baptiste St. Amour was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and had begun to cultivate part of the tract, and built a house, and has continued so to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant.is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 456; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 457. Joun McGrecor.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John McGregor to a tract of land, 
situate on river St. Clair; and the notice filed 7th instant was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 7, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract _of 
land, situate on river St. Clair, containing three arpents in front by eighty in depth, bounded in front by river St. 
Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by Jacques ‘Toulouze, and southwest by Jacob Thomas. I claim by 


virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
For Joun McGrecor, 


ALEXANDER HARROW. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being three arpents in front by eighty in 
depth, bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by Jacques Toulouze, and south- 
west by Jacob Thomas.—Postponed for evidence. 

No. 458. Simon Yax.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Simon Yax toa tract of land, situate at 
Grosse Pointe, on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, 


to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detrorr, December 8, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to the farm 
on which I now live, situate at Grosse Pointe, containing one arpent four perches and four and a half feet in front by 
eighty indepth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by Charles Rivard, and 
southwest by John Yax. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me. 
SIMON YAX. 


This tract contains, by estimation, —— arpents, it being one arpent four perches and four and a half feet in front 
by eighty arpents in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by lands of 
Charles Rivard, and southwest by lands of John Yax. 

Whereupon, John Grant was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, previous to the 1st July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day without any interruption. Twenty arpents are cultivated and enclosed, witha 


dwelling-house and stables. : : ss tot ; 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 


land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 458; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 459. Jacques LassettE.—The Board took into consideration the claim of i ae Lasselle toa tract of 
land, situate on river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
volume 1, page 234, under the date of 27th November, 1805. 
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This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and_ sixty arpents, it being three arpents in front by one 
hundred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by lands 
of Louis Robidou, and on the other by lands of Chrysostome Villers. 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Pierre Demuse was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has occupied or tenanted the premises to this day: 
about thirty arpents are cultivated; there is a dwelling-house and a barn erected thereon. 

And i it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 459; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 460. Jacques Lassette.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Lasselle toa tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office 
at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 234, under the date of 27th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hundred in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, east by lands of Baron, and west by lands 
of John Loveless. ; 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Etienne Robidou was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has caused the same to be cultivated every year to 
this day: about twelve arpents are cultivated and enclosed. } 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 460; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 461. Jacques Lassette.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Lasselle to tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office. 
at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 234, under the date of 27th November, 1805, 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hundred 
and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by lands of Charles 
Robidou, and on the other side by lands of the widow Cloutier. . 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Antoine Beauregard was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has caused the same to be cultivated 
every year to this day: more than thirty arpents are cultivated, with a dwelling-house and a barn on the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 461; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Oftice at Detroit. 

No. 462. Jacques anp Francois Lassette.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques and Fran- 
cois Lasselle to a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Com- 
missioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 234, under the date of 27th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hun- 
dred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, west by lands of Villers 
St. Louis, and east by lands of the claimants. ; 

Whereupon, Jacques Martin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Amable Bellair was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to the claimants, who have caused the same to be cultivated every year to this 
day: sixty arpents are cultivated, with a dwelling-house and out-houses on the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that a have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 462; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, witn the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. j 
And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 





; : 5 Fripay, December 9, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. , : 


No. 463. Jacques anD Francois LasseLte.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques and Fran- 
cois Lasselle to a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Com- 
missioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 234, under the date of 27th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred arpents, it being three arpents in front, bounded as follows, to 
wit, beginning on the upper side at the corner of William Robb and brother’s lands, and running down said river 
three arpents, to the lands of the claimants’ line one hundred arpents, thence a westerly course, three arpents, to 
the place of beginning. ? 

Nhereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the 1st July, 1796, Pierre Foucreau, dit Missac, was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the deponent, who sold to Alexander Ewings, from whom the 
claimants have purchased, and have caused the same to be cultivated every year to this day: thirty arpents are cul- 
tivated, with a house, barn, and frait trees on the premises. 

_ And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 463; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 464. Jacques Lassette.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Lasselle toa tract of 
Jand, situate on the south side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office 
at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 234, under the date of 27th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by said river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by lands of Joseph Bissonet 
and on the other side by lands of Israel Ruland. ‘ 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Joseph Pouget was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to Jean Batiste Laplante, from whom the claimant has purchased, and 
has caused the same to be cultivated every year to this day: about forty-five arpents are cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 464; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 4 

_ No. 465. Jacques Lassette.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Lasselle toa tract of land 
. situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 1, page 234, under the date of 27th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, —— arpents, it being three arpents three perches in front by one hundred and 
twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by uniocated lands, east by lands of Joseph Carié, and 
west by lands of Amable Bellair. 
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Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Etienne Robidou was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to Peter Audrain, who sold to Etienne Navarre, from whom the claim- 
ant has purchased, and has caused the same to be cultivated every year to this day by his tenants: about one hun- 
dred and five arpents are cultivated; a dwelling-house and barn are erected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 465; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 


oy ; Saturpay, December 10, 1808. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 466. Antoine Rivarv.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Antoine Rivard to a tract of land, 
situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, 
to wit: 


To the Register of ihe Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: Detroit, December 10, 1808. 


‘Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing three arpents and a half in front by one hundred and 
twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands of Whitmore 
Knaggs, and below by the heirs of Francois Menard, deceased. { claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and im- 


provements made by me. _ 
ANTOINE RIVARD, his x mark. 
Witness, Perer AUDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and twenty arpents, it being three and a half arpents in front 
by one hundred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands 
ot Whitmore Knaggs, and below by lands of the heirs of Francois Menard, deceased. 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, a long time previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and has continued so to this day: about fifty arpents are cultivated; a dwelling-house and 
barn, &c. are erected. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 466; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 467. Jacques LasseLte.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Lasselle to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 234, under the date of November 27, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and eighty arpents, it being four arpents and three perches in 
front by one hundred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by 
lands of the ciaimant, and below by lands of Baptiste Lapointe. 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Colonel Antoine Beaubien was in possession and oc- 
cupancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Captain Jobin, from whom the claimant has purchased, 
January 9, 1798, and has caused the same to be cultivated every year without interruption to this day: about forty 
arpents are cultivated; there is a house, barn, &c. on the premises. ; ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 467; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 468. Francois DeLaitLe.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francois Delaille toa lot of land. 
situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 1, page 333, under the date of November 30, 1805. 

This lot contains one hundred and seven feet, French measure, in front by feet in depth, beginning from 
the river bank in a northwest direction, twenty feet measure aforesaid in rear of a small house on the said premises, 
which are near the meeting-house of the Roman Catholics. 

Whereupon, Baptiste Rivard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises. 
and has continued so to this day: a house and a shop are erected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 468; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 469. Jacques Martin.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Martin, as grantee of Jo- 
seph Jobin, to a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, being three arpents in front by one hundred 
and twenty in depth, part and parcel of a large tract of six and a half arpents in front by one hundred and twenty in 
depth, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 201, under 
the date of 23d November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hun- 
dred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, on both sides by lands of 
Jacques and Francois Lasselle. ' : 

Vhereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, the claimant_was in possession and occupancy of the premises previous to the Ist July, 1796. 
and has continued without interruption to this day: about seventy arpents are in cultivation; a house and barn are 
erected on the premises. _ pan 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 469; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 470. GasrieL Fontarne.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel Fontaine to a tract of 
land, situate on river aux Sables; and the notice by him filed on the 8th instant was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 





To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrorr, December 8, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on river aux Sables, containing two arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, bounded in front by river 
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aux’ Sables, in rear by the river Raisins settlements, west by Baptiste Fontaine, and east by Joseph Morisseau. 
I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 


- GABRIEL FONTAINE, his x mark. 
Witness, Perer AupRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, fifty arpents, it being two arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, bounded 
in front by river aux Sables, in rear by lands of river Raisins settlement, west by lands of Baptiste Fontaine, and 
east by lands of Joseph Morisseau. 

Whereupon, Baptiste Le Duc was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Pierre Solo was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who possessed and cultivated the same to this day: sixteen arpents 
are cultivated, and a house is thereon erected. j 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 

L’an mil huit cent sept, le six Juin, avant midi, est présent le Sieur Batiste Solo, résidant 4 la riviére aux Sables, 
paroisse de St. Antoine, territoire de Michigan, district d’Erie, lequel a par ces présentes recunnu et confessé avoir 
vendu, cédé, quitté, et transporté, dés maintenant et pour toujours, a Gabriel Fontaine, deux arpents de terre de front 
sur vingt-cing, pius ou moins, de profondeur, & aboutir aux terres de ia riviére aux Raisins, sans en rien retenir 
ny reserver, tel quelle se poursuit et comporte, tant en terre labourée que labourable, prairie et bois de bout maison 
et clotures, &c. tenant’ Pouest & Batiste Fontaine, et a est & Joseph Morisseau, pour prix et somme de quatre-vingt 
pounds, cours dela Nouvelle York, dont le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu comptant le payement, dont quitte; 
c’est pourquoi il s’est dénanté, dessaisi, dés maintenant et pour toujours, pour par le dit acquéreur jouir et cultiver & 
son gré, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, lui garantissant de tous troubles, dettes, hypothéques générallement quelconque, la- 
quelle ditte terre il a eu de son héritage, par la mort de son pére Pierre Solo; c’est pourquoy il a joui paisiblement, en 
toute propriété & lui appartenant, et est autorisé de la vendre et d’en disposer & son gré. [En toy de quoy "Pai 
signé le présent, par ma marque ordinaire, présence de témoins, et a posé mon cachet, aprés lecture faitte, le jour et 


an que dessus. 
JEAN BATISTE SOLO, sa x marque. [L. s.] 
GABRIEL FONTAINE, sa x marque. (1. s.] 
JOSETTE SOLO. sa X marque [L.s.] 
Pierre Dovcetre, 
J. Portier Benac. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shal! be No. 4703 and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. ; S 

No. 471. Josern Josin, pre-emption right.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Captain Joseph 
Jobin of a right of pre-emption to a tract of Jand, situate on Otter ereeks and the notice by him filed the 9th instant 
was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derroit, December 10, 1808. 


; Take notice that [ claim the right of pre-emption to a tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the south side 
of Otter creek, in the district of Detroit, containing fifteen acres, it being three acres in front by five in depth, 
bounded in front by said creek, and on every other side by unlocated lands. 

JOSEPH JOBIN. 


Whereupon, Jacques Martin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, for these nine years past, the claimant has possessed and cultivated the same, and has now 
completed a grist mill, and is now in possession of the same. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the right of preference to the 
above described tract of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 471; and that he 
return the same, together with a receipt from the Receiver of Public Moneys, for at least one-fourth part of the pur- 
chase money to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit, on or before the Ist day of January next. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Monpay, December 12, 1808: 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 472. Francis Cuazpert.—The Board took into cons:deration the claim of Colonel Francis Chabert toa 
tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 177, under the date of January 24, 1805: 

This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred acres, it being six acres in front by one hundred in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of the late Louis Cousineau, and 
below by lands of Hyacinte Lajoye. 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, a long time previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession, and ten- 
anted the premises, and has kept tenants on the same without any interruption to this day: about twenty-seven 
arpents are cultivated and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to.the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 472; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 473. Jacques LasseLtte.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Lasselle toa tract of land, 
situate on river Detroit, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 
1, page 234, under the date of 27th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, east-northeast by lands of Francois Laton- 
taine, and west-southwest by lands of Colonel Francis Chabert. 

Whereupon, Colonel Francis Chabert was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day: very valuable improvements are on the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 473; and that he cause the sate to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 474. J. anp F. LasseLLe.—The Board took into consideration the claim of James and Francis Lasselle to a 
tract of land, situate on river Detroit; and the notice by them filed the 20th July last was read in the words and 


figures following, to wit: 
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To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. | ; 
Sir: Derrort, July 20, 1808. 


Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim to a tract of 

land, situate on river Detroit, containing two arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in 
1 : ae ’ : Oe ‘ a “s 7 bs 

rear by unconceded lands, on one side by Colonel Gabriel Godfroy, and on.the other side by Colonel Chabert. We 

claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by us or those from whom we 


derive title. 
J.& F. LASSELLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in 
front by river Detroit, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by lands of Colonel Gabriel Godfroy, and on the other 
by lands of Colonel Francis Chabert. 

Whereupon, Colonel Francis Chabert was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Alexis Delisle, deceased, was in possession 
and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; that, after his death, the widow and children occu- 
pied the same until they sold to the claimants, who have possessed and tenanted the same to this day; there are valu- 
able improvements thereon. 

The claimants, in support of their claim, exhibited a deed in the werds and figures following, to wit: 


‘Terrtromre DE Micnican, District du Detroit: 

Par devant les témoins soussignés, fut présent dame veuve de feu Alexis Delisle, demeurant a la‘coté du sud-ouest, 
dans la paroisse de Saint Anne, du district du Detroit, laquelle reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, quitté, transporté, et 
délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, promet faire jouir et garantir de toutes dettes et hypotheques, dons, douaires, 
évictions, aliénations, substitutions, et de tous troubles générallement quelconques, & Messieurs Jacques et Francois 
Lasselle, néguciants, demeurant aussi & la susditte coté du sud-ouest, & ces présentes acceptants acquéreurs, pour 
eux, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause A lavenir, une terre ou plantation sise et située dans la ditte coté du sud-ouest, et 
susdit district, consistante en deux arpents de front et quarante de profondeur, bornée par devant par la riviére du 
Detroit, et par derri¢re par les terres non concédées, au sud-ouest par la terre du Major Gabriel Godfroy, et au 
nord-est par celle de Colone! Chabert Joncaire; ensemble les batiments susconstruits, circonstances, et dépendan- 
ces, sans par la ditte vendeuse en rien excepter, reserver, niretenir, excepté un certain lot ou emplacement sur lequei 
est batie la distillerie de Messieurs Godfroy et Beaugrand, lequel emplacement consiste de cent quatre vingt douze 
pieds de front sur la ditte riviére du Detroit, & prendre du bord de eau, et trois cent dix pieds en profondeur, plus 
ou moins; que les dits acquéreurs disent bien connoitre et savoir, et dont ils sont contents et satisfaits. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de cing cent cinquante 
pounds, cours dela Nouvelle York, sur laquelle somme la ditte vendeuse reconnoit avoir regu comptant cent pounds, 
moitié en argent, et moitié en marchandises, et deux cent vingt-cing pounds, que les dits acquéreurs ont payé au 
Sieur Joseph Delisle, pour une terre sise et située sur Ja riviére Rouge, dans le district du Detroit, contenant trois 
arpents de front sur quarante de profondeur, tenant dun cété & Jean Baptiste Chicot, et de’ Vautre cété & Alexis 
Cerat, dit Coquillard, dont la ditte dame Delisle reconnoit avoir regu possession avant Ja passation des présentes, et 
dont elle dit etre contente. 

Quant aux deux cent vingt-cing pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, que restent diies pour balances et entier 
payement de la présente vente, les dits Sieurs Jacques et Francois Lasselle prometient et s’obligent de les payer 
a la ditte dame veuvede feu Alexis Delisle, ses hoirs, ou ayant cause a l’avenir, de la maniere suivante, savoir: dans 
espace de cing années, & compter du premier de Juillet présent mois, c’est a dire, cinquante pounds au premier de 
Juillet, de chacune des quatres premires années, et vingt-cing pounds au premier de Juillet de la.cinquiéme année, 
avec Vintérét de six pour cent, sur la totalité de la susditte somme de deux cent vingt-cing pounds, ainsy due, dont 
moitié en argent et moitié en marchandises au prix d’argent. 

Les dits Jacques et Francois Lasselle s’engagent et s’obligenten outre envers la ditte dame veuve Delisie, de lui 
batir, ou faire batir, sur la ditte terre, qu’ellea regu de Joseph Delisle, comme il dit cy-dessus, une maison de piéces sur 
pieces de trente pieds de large sur vingt-cing pieds de protondeur, dix pieds de poteanx et couverte en bardeaux, avec 
une cheminée double en briques placées au milieu de la ditte maison, les joints tirés en dedans et en dehors, six ouver- 
tures complettes dle quatre verres de large et cing de haut, une porte a paneaux, avec les pentures, les contrevents 
simples & queues d’aronde, planches haut et bas, celui d’en haut blanche, et celuid’en bas non blanche, double sole 2 
ja maison, la ditte maison sera divisée en quatre parties a cloisons simples, avec trois portes dans les dits cloisons. 

Et pour sureté du payement de la susditte somme de deux cent vingt-cing pounds, avec intéret due, comme dit 
est. sur la présente venie, les dits J. et F. Lasselle ont de ce moment affecté et hypothéqué a la ditte dame veuve 
Delisle, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & Vavenir, la ditte terre susvendue, laquelle restera affecté et hypothéqué jusqu’au 
parfait et entier payement, une obligation ne derogeant & l’autre. ; 

Au moyen de ce que dessus et des autres parts, la ditte dame veuve d’Alexis Delisle a de ce moment transporté, 
et par ces présentes transporte aux dits J. et F. Lasselle, leurs hoirs, ayant cause @ l’avenir, tous et tels droits de 
propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres droits qu’elle a et pouvoit avoir sur la ditte terre susvendiie, voulant 
et entendant qu’ils en soient mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra en vertu des 
présentes, et qu’il enjouissent et disposent comme d’un bien justement acquis. Carainsy sont conveniies les parties 
de bonne foy, &c. . . 

Fait et passé double entre les parties en la maison de la ditte veuve d’ Alexis Delisle, a la coté du sud-ouest sus- 
dit district, le 15¢me jour de Juillet 1806; et les parties ont signé et scellé en présence de témoins aprés que lecture 


leur a été faitte des présentes. _ il 
MARIANNE Veuve DELISLE, sa x inarque, [1. s.] 
J.& F. LASSELLE. [1. s.] 


Signé, scellé, et délivré, en présence de Cuazert Joncaire, 
Francois LAFONTAINE. 
Territory or Micuiean, fo wit: 


Personally appeared before the undersigned, one of the justices assigned to keep the peace in the district of De- 
troit. the above named widow Delisle, and J. and F. Lasselle, and they all acknowledge the foregoing instrument 
of writing to be their free and voluntary act and deed for the purposes therein contained, and that, as such, it may be 
recorded. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, the 15th day of July, 1806. 
PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. (1. s.] 
Nous soussignés, Alexis Delisle, Bienvenu Delisle, Joseph Delisle, Batiste Delisle, Isidore Delisle, et Antoine 
Peltier, stipulant pour mon épouse Monique Delisle, tous enfants et héritiers de détunt Alexis Delisle, nétre pere, 
reconnvissent avoir recu de dame Marianne Delisle, notre mere, plein et entier payement de nos droits respectifs & 
la succession de notre susdit défunt péere, et declarons n’avoir aucunes pretentions sur la terre que la susditte dame 
Marianne Delisle a vendu ce jour 4 Messieurs J. et F. Lasselle, ainsy qu’ils —— par le contrat cy-dessus et de 
autre part, et qu’elle avait plein droits et autorité de la vendre comme lui appartenant en propre. Kn foy de quoy, 
nous avons signé et scellé en présence de témoin, le 15 Juillet, 1806. 
BIENVENU DELISLE, sa x marque. [1. s.] 
ISIDORE DELISLE, sa x marque. [L. s.] 
JOSEPH DELISLE, sa x marque. [L. s.] 
JEAN BAPTISTE DELISLE, sa x marque. [L. s.] 
Pour mon épouse ANTOINE PELTIER, sa x marque. [1. s.] 
Signé et scellé en présence de Peter Aupratn, J. P. 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 474; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 475. Jacques L.assette.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Lasselle to two tracts 
of land, situate on the forks of river Ecorces, now united into one farm, which were entered with the former Com- 
missioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 234, under the date of 27th November, 1805. 

This farm contains, by estimation, arpents, it being six arpents in front, extending in depth to the line 
of = Cosine family’s lands, bounded below by lands of Batiste Civot, and above by lands of Godfroy and Beau- 
grand. 
~ Whereupon, Colonel Francis Chabert was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Isidore Delisle and Bienvenu Delisle were in 
possession and occupancy each of a tract, and continued so until they sold to the claimant. 

Jean Batiste Chicot, another witness sworn, deposed and said, that he himself had cultivated the premises four 
or five years’ “sagt to July, 1796, and has continued to this day with the permission of the claimant, and that 
there are on the premises a grist and a saw mill. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 475; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 476. Grorcze MeLprum.—The Board took into consideration the claim of George Meldrum, part his own 
and as grantee of William Park, Gabriel Godfroy, and George McDougall, toa tract of Jand, situate on river aux 
Roches; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and-figures following, to wit: 





Terrtrory or Micuican: 
To the Register of the United States’ Land Office ut Detroit. 


Sir: DecemBer 8, 1808. 

I, George Meldrum, of the district of Detroit, in said territory of Michigan, do hereby give notice, and make 
entry in the Land Office, &c. that I claim to hold to myself and heirs, a certain tract of land, of six hundred and 
forty acres or thereabout, situate upon Sandy and Rocky creeks, in the district of Erie, and territory of Michigan, and 
wileathe limits of the United States’ lands, district of Detroit; which said tract of land and premises, which I do 
hereby give notice of claim, and make entry, is bounded and described as follows, to wit: commencing on the northerly 
side of Sandy creek, at the place where the road leading from Detroit to the State of Ohio strikes said creek; thence, 
with the general course of said road, about north forty-five degrees east, to a point upon Stony creek, to a boundary 
below the saw mill and northwest corner of land claimed by George McDougall; thence, in the same course across 
said Stony creek, below the saw and grist mill, about twenty-six rods, to a place commonly called the northeast corner 
of the four acre lots; thence, north forty-five degrees west, twenty-six rods, to the bank of said Stony creek; thence. 
running up said creek, with the meanders thereof, one hundred and twenty Gunter’s chains; thence, south forty-five 
degrees west, until said line strikes the northerly bank of Sandy creek aforesaid; thence, down the northerly 
side of said Sandy creek, following the meanders thereof, to the place of beginning. The said George Meldrum 
makes title and Sho to himself and his heirs, in and to said tract of land and premises, by virtue of a purchase 
thereof, and also by virtue of long and continued possession, occupancy, and valuable improvements made and done 
upon said premises by himself and those under whom he derives title and claim in and to said premises. 


For Georce MELpRum, 
SOL. SIBLEY, 4torney. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, is situated and bounded as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Fran¢ois Valiquet was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, whe, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, two years and a half previous to the Ist July, 1796, he, the deponent, had improved 
about eight acres on a tract on river aux Sables, of three acres by forty; that he afterwards sold his improvements 
to McDougall and Meldrum, to wit, in the year 1799, until which time he remained on the premises, and also one 
year after he had sold, as a tenant to McDougall and Meldrum. 

Francois Navarre, Esq. another witness sworn in behalf of the claimant, deposed and said, that he knows of 
Valiquet improving the above described tract; that, in January or February, 1796, and several times before, he, the de- 
ponent went at the request of Francois Pepin, and forbid the said Francois Valiquet to work on said tract of land, 
it being claimed by said Francois Pepin. That, immediately after said Francois Valiquet left the premises, a man 
by the name of Chevre cultivated the same as a tenant of Meldrum and Park and McDougall, and remained 
thereon two years; that, immediately after, Mr. Porlier Benac went and lived on it; and since he left it, the depo- 
nent saith, that, to the best of his recollection, tenants have been kept on the premises constantly to this day. ‘The 
deponent further saith, that the improvements made by Valiquet lay above the road leading from Detroit to river 
Raisins, and upon the northerly side of Sandy creek; and further knows, that the said improvements of Valiquet 
are on the same tract set forth in the notice of the claimant; that there are valuable improvements thereon, such as a 
saw mill and grist mill, houses, &c. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed of bargain and sale in the words and figures following, 
to wit: 


This deed of indenture, of four parts, made and executed at Detroit in the district of Detroit, and territory of 
Michigan, this 24th day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eight, by and between 
George McDougall, of said district, Esquire, of the first part; Gabriel Godfroy, Sen. of the district of Detroit, yeo- 
man, of the second part; William Park, of Sandwich, in the province of Upper Canada, merchant, of the third part: 
and George Meldrum, of the district of Detroit aforesaid, yeoman, of the fourth part; witnesseth, that the said 
George McDougall, Gabriel Godfroy, and William Park, for and in consideration of the sum of three thousand 
dollars, lawful money of the United States of America, to them in hand well and truly paid, at or before the seal- 
ing and delivery of these presents, 7 the said George Meldrum, the receipt whereof they do jointly and severally 
acknowledge to have received, and him, the said George Meldrum, his heirs, executors, and administrators, and 
every of them, by these presents, do exonerate and acquit therefrom forever, have bargained, sold, conveyed, re- 
leased, and confirmed, and by these presents do bargain, sell, convey, release, and confirm, and each according to 
his interest therein, to the said George Meldrum, his heirs and assigns, forever, all that certain tract of land and pre- 
mises, situate and lying in the district of Erie, in the said territory of Michigan, upon Stony and Sandy creeks, and 
containing, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, more or less, with the saw mill and grist mill, and all other 
buildings and improvements thereon made, erected, and standing, and which said tract of land and premises is bound- 
ed and designated as follows, to wit: beginning on the northerly bank of Sandy creek, at a point where the road leading 
from Detroit to the State of Ohio strikes said creek; thence, following the general course of said road in a direc- 
tion of north forty-five degrees east or nearly that point, toa point or boundary on Stony creek, where said road lead- 
ing to Detroit crosses said creek, below or near the saw and grist mill thereon erected; thence, across said creek, in 
the same course, twenty-six rods, to the corner of what is called the four acre lot; thence, north forty-five degrees 
west, twenty-six rods or thereabout; thence, south forty-five degrees west, until it strikes said Stony creek; 

_ thence, running up said creek upon the northerly side thereof, following the meanders thereof, one hundred and 
twenty Gunter’s c aing, more or less; thence, south forty-five degrees west, until it strikes Sandy’ creek aforesaid; 
thence, running down the northerly side of Sandy creek, following the meanders thereof, to the place of beginning, 
at the crossing of the creek by the road aforesaid: to have and to hold the said tract of land and premises above 
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described, with the saw mill and grist mill, buildings, and improvements thereon erected, made, and standing, 
with all and singular the privileges and appurtenances, of every name and description, thereto belonging or apper- 
taining, to the said George Meldrum, his heirs and assigns, and to his and their only proper use, benefit, and behoof, 
forever. And the said George McDougall, Gabriel Godfroy, and William Park, for themselves respectively, and 
their respective heirs, do covenant and agree, to and with the said George Meldrum, his heirs and assigns, that they 
have not either of them done any act or thing whatsoever, nor will they do or cause to be done any act or thing, 
whereby the right, claim, and interest of the said George Meldrum, his heirs and assigns, may, might, or can be 
injured or affected, in and to said tract of land and premises. And the said George McDougall, Gabriel Godfroy, 
and William Park, do 7 these presents, respectively, in regard to his own interest in and tothe above described 
premises, for himself and his heirs, warranty the said premises to the said George Meldrum, his heirs and assigns, 
against themselves respectively, and their respective heirs, and all other persons claiming or to claim under or through 
them respectively, firmly by these presents. 

In witness whereof, all and singular the above premises, the parties to these presents have hereunto interchange- 
ably set their hands aud seals, at Detroit aforesaid, the day, month, and year, first above written. 


GEORGE McDOUGALL, [t.s.] 
G. GODFROY, L. s.] 
; WILLIAM PARK, fr. s.] 
GEORGE MELDRUM. _ [L. s.] 


Signed, sealed, and delivered, ii presence of 
SoLomon SIBLEY, 
Wiutuiam Brown. 


The claimant also exhibited three receipts, in the words and figures foliowing, to wit: 

Recu & la riviére aux Raisins, le 302me jour d’Avril, 1799, du Sieur George McDougall, une livre de café et 
dix pounds en marchandises, pour acquit de dix pounds qu’il & entrepris, par son billet, de me payer ici, pour les 
lraix que j’ai fait sur une de ses terres & la riviere aux Sables, et quand il aura payé les vingt pounds au Detroit, au 
Sieur John Askin, pére, comme il est convenu, & Ja sera pour acquit des trente pounds York, montant des fraix, 
estimés, sous serment, par Joseph Menard et Etienne Lebeau, que jai fait sur la ditte terre, et sera pour acquit 


dicelle et de tous droits, Xc. ; ; 
FRANCOIS VALIQUET, sa x marque. [L. s.] 
Le CavELiER, /emoin. 


Regu & la riviere aux Raisins, le sixiéme de May, 1799, du Sieur George McDougall, le regu du Sieur John 
Askin, pére, pour vingt pounds, qu’il a reeu des Sieurs Meldrum et Park, sur mon compte, lesquelles vingt pounds, 
avec les dix pounds que j’ai recu du Sieur George McDougall. comme en l’autre part, sont pour acquit des fraix que 
ce co ge \ o 24% <) Dai, ~* . ny 
j'ai fait sur une terre a la riviére aux Sables, appartenant au dits Sieurs George McDougall et George Meldrum. 

FRANCOIS VALIQUET, sa x marque. 


Témoin. 

Recu & Ia riviére aux Roches, le 3ler Aout, 1803, du Sieur George McDougall, cing minots de bled _froments par 
un transport chez Louis Bernard, dit Lajoye, avec une paire de taureaux et vingt piastres, et une petitte terre que 
j’ai cédé & mon frére Batiste, lequels sont pour acquit des fraix que j’ai fait sur une de ces terres a la riviére aux 
Sables, plus haut que celle ou Monsieur Benac reste: mot, Louis Fontaine, j’ai fait ma marque ordinaire,aprés lectur 


faitte, et posé mon cachet aussi. ; ; ; 
LOUIS FONTAINE, sa x marque. 


En présence de Jean Bre. Lasseixe, (émoin. 


Postponed. 
No. 477. Jacques anv Francors Lassettr.—The Board took into consideration the claim of James and Francois 
Lasselle to a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, and the notice by them filed the 10th instant, 


was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Derroir, December 10, 1808. 


Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim toa tract of 
land, situate on river Raisins, which was formerly entered by ourselves (claim No. 31, in volume 1, page 234, under 
the date of 27th November, 1805,) in behalf of the heirs of the late Louis Cousineau, deceased, and now sold to us 
by Jean Duseau, admjnistrator to the estate of said Cousineau, as per deed herewith to be recorded. We claim 
by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by us or those from whom we derive title. 


JACQUES AND FRANCOIS LASSELLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, ——- arpents, it being three arpents one perch in front by one hundred and 
twenty arpents in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, east and west by lands of 
the claimants. 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Louis Cousineau was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; that Jean Duseau, administrator to the estate, sold the same 
to the claimants, who have possessed and tenanted the same to this day: about seventy-five arpents are in cultiva- 
tion, a dwelling-house, barn, and out-houses are erected on the premises. 

The claimants, in support of their claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


SIR: 


Terriroire DE Micuican, District d’ Erie: 

Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent Jean Duseau, administrateur de la succession de feu Louis 
Bazil Cousineau, lequel en sa ditte qualité a reconnu, et par ces présentes reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, trans- 
porté, et délaissé, des maintenant et a toujours, promet faire jouir et garantir de tous troubles, dons, douaires, 
dettes, hypothéques, évictions, aliénations, substitutions, et de tout empechement générallement quelconque, (le 
droit des Etats Unis seulement excepté,) & Messrs. Jacques et Francois Lasselle, associés négotiants dans le territoire 
de Michigan, & ces présents acceptants acquéreurs, pour eux, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, une terre, ou plan- 
tation, sise et située au nord de fa riviére aux Raisins, dans le district d’Erie, et territoire de Michigan susdit, con- 
sistant en trois arpents une perche et quelque pieds de front, autant de largeur par derriére, sur cent vingt arpents 
de profondeur, plus ou moins, etant la meme terre qui est entrée au bureau des terres pour les Etats Unis au De- 
troit, au nom de la veuve du dit Cousineau, bornée par devant par la ditte riviére aux Raisins, et par derriére par 
les terres non concédées, et & l’est et a l’ouest par les terres des dits acquéreurs, tel et ainsy que la ditte terre se 
poursuit et comporte de toutes parts, circonstances, et dépendances, avec les batiments susconstruits, le verger, 
les clotures, &c. que les dits acquéreurs disent bien savoir et connoitre, et dont ils sont contents et satisfaits. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de sept cent piastres ou 
dollars, monnoye légalle des Etats Unis, que le dit administrateur reconnoit avoir regu comptant des dits acqué- 
reurs, par une déduction qu’ils ont fait ce jour de la ditte somme cu montant, que la ditte succession doit aux dits 
sieurs acquéreurs lors et avant la passation des présentes, et dont il les tient quitte et les décharge, ainsy que tous 


autres. 
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Au moyen de quoy, le dit vendeur, en sa ditte qualité W’administrateur de la succession de feu Louis Bazil Cou- 
sineau, a de ce moment transporte, et par ces présentes transporte aux dits acquéreurs, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause 
1 Pavenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, et actions, et tous autres droits que la ditte succession 
a et pouvait avoir sur la ditte terre ou plantation, s’en démettant et dessaissisant pour icelle & leur profit; voulant et 
entendant qu’ils en soient mis et demeurent en bonne et suffisante possession et seizihe, par qui et ainsy qu’il ap- 
partiendra en vertu des presentes, | 

Fait et passé ala riviére aux Raisins, dans le susdit district d’Erie, et territoire de Michigan, le huitiéme jour 
d’Avril, mil huit cent sixs et le dit Jean Duseau ayant déclaré ne savoir signer, a faitsa marque ordinaire, et a scellé, 
en presence de témoins, aprés lecture faitte. 

JEAN DUSEAU, sa x marque. [1. s.] 
Comme Administrateur de la succession de feu Louis Bazil Cousineau. 
Scellé et délivré en présence de 
IsraeL RuLanp, 
Arex. Ewrnes, Jun. 


Terrirorre DE Micuisan, District d’ Erie: 

_ Est personnellement_ comparu devant moy, John Anderson, écuyer, un des Magistrats assignés pour tenir 
la paix dans le district d’Erie, Jean Duseau, administrateur de la succession de feu Louis Bazil Cousineau, 
lequel a reconnu que la vente cy-dessus est son acte libre et volontaire, pour les raisons y mentionnées, et que, comme 
tel, il peut étre enregistré au dit district d’Erie, ou partout ou besoin sera. En foy de quoy, j’ai souscrit mon nom, 


2 la riviére aux Raisins, le huit Avril, 1806. 
JOHN ANDERSON, J. P. D. EB. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 477; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. , 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenvon. 
a Tvuespay, December 13, 1808. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 478. Jacques AND Francois Lassette.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques and Fran- 
cois Lasselle to a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by them filed was read in 


the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

SIR: Detroit, December 12, 1808. 
Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim, as grantees 

of Louis Robidou, to a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by 

one hundred and twenty arpents in depth, bounded in front by river aux Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, west 

by our own lands, and east by lands of Louis Robidou. We claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, 

and improvements made by us or those from whoin we derive title. 


JACQUES AND FRANCOIS LASSELLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hundred 
and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, east by lands of Louis Robidou 
and west by lands of the claimants. , 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Louis Robidou was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimants, who have possessed and tenanted the same to this day: 


about thirty arpents are cultivated and enclosed. _ 
The claimants, in support of their claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Terrirome DE Micuiean, District d’Erie: 

Par devant les témoins soussignés, fut présent Louis Robidou, pére, cultivatenr, demeurant & la riviére aux Rai- 
sins, dans le district d’Erie, lequel a reconnu, et par ces présentes reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et dé- 
laiseé, dés maintenant et & toujours, promet faire jouir et garantir de tous troubles, dons, douaires, dettes, hypo- 
théques, évictions, aliénations, substitutions, et de tout empechement générallement quelconque, & Messrs. Jacques 
et Francois Lasselle, négociants, demeurant dans le district du Detroit, & ces présents et acceptants acquéreurs, pour 
eux, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, une terre sise et située ay nord de la rivi¢re aux Raisins, dans le dis- 
trict d’Erie, et territoire de Michigan, consistant en trois arpents de en sur cent vingt arpents de profondeur, 
joignant d’un coté, a lest, au dit vendeur, et de Vautre coté, & Pouest, aux dits acquéreurs, ensemble les clotures, 
&c. circonstances, et dépendances, sans par le dit vendeur en rien excepier, reserver, ni retenir, que les dits acqué.. 
reurs disent bien savoir et connoitre, et dont ils sont contents et satisfaits. ; 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et_délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de cent.cinquante pias- 
tres, ou dollars, monnoye légalle des Etats Unis, que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir recu des dits acquéreurs lors et 
avant la passation des présentes, dont il les tient quitte et les décharge, ainsy que tous autres. 

Au moyen de ce, le dit vendeur a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transporte aux dits acquéreurs 
leurs hoirs, et ayant cause, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres droits, qu’il a 
et pouvoit avoir sur la ditte terre, s’en démettant et dévétissant & leur profit, voulant et entendant qu’ils en svient 
mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra en vertu des présentes. ‘ 

Fait et passé & la riviére aux Raisins, dans le district d’Erie, le troisiéme jour du mois de Juin, mil huit cent 
huit; et le dit Louis Robidou ayant déclaré ne savoir signer, a fait sa marque ordinaire, en présence de témoins, aprés 
lecture faitte. 

LOUIS ROBIDOU, sa x marque. [1. s.] 

Signé, scellé, et délivré, en présence de 


Pu. Lecuyer, 
SamvEL Moore. 


TerriroireE pe Micuicax, District du Detroit, ss. 

Est personnellement comparu devant moy, le soussigné, un des Juges 4 Paix dans et pour le dit district d’Erie, 
dans le territoire de Michigan, Louis Robidou, le susdit vendeur, et a reconnu que la vente cy-dessus est son acte 
libre et volontaire, et que, comme tel, il peut étre enregistré au greffe du dit district, cu partout ailleurs ou besoin 


sera. En foy de quoy, j’ai signé 4 la riviere aux Raisins, le 30éme de Juin, A. D. 1808. 
CHRIS. TUTLE, J. P. D. EB. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 478; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a piot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
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No. 479. Jean Bapriste Ractve.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Racine to a 
tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit: f ; 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: . Derroit, December 12, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of land, 
situate on river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by one hundred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by 
river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by the iands of John Rhodes, and below by lands of John Askin. 17 
claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 

For Jean Barrisre Racing, 
J. LASSELLE. 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hundred 
and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of John Rhodes, 
and below by lands of John Askin. 

Whereupon, Jacques Lasselle was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July 1796, the late Jacques Ganier was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued$so until he sold to George Sharp, who sold to Francois Benome, who possessed the 
same seven years, and from whom the claimant has purchased four years ago, and has caused the same to be culti- 
vated to this day: fifteen arpents are cultivated and enclosed. 

Robert Forsyth, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that he was present and saw the late George 
Sharp, Esq. execute the deed above mentioned to Francois Benome, in the year 1796. : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 479; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. : 


No. 480. Jacques LasseLte.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Lasselle to a tract of land. 
situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 1, page 234, under the date of 27th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being two arpents in front by one hundred and 
o—_ * depth, bounded in front by river Raisins,in rear by unlocated lands, on both sides by lands of the 
claimant. 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Hyacinte Lajoye was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant the 21st of May, 1802, who, since that time to this day, 
has caused the same to be cultivated: thirty-six arpents are cultivated and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 480; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 481. Jacques LasseLte.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Lasselle to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office 
at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 234, under the date of 27th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hundred in depth. 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands of Hyacinte Lajoye, and below by 
lands of Louis Lajoye. 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession, and tenanted the 
premises, and has continued so to this day: about fifty-four arpents are cultivated and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certiticate thereof, which certificate shall be No.{481; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 


No. 482. Josern Jonin.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Captain Joseph Jobin to a tract 
of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 200, under the date of 23d November, 1805, and the deed recorded in vol. 1, 
page 205, under the date of 26th January, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and fifty arpents, it being four and a half arpents in front by one 
hundred in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of » and be- 
low by lands of J. and F. Lasselle. 

Whereupon, Jacques Lasselle was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn. 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy, and cultivated 
the premises, and has continued so without any interruption to this day: about sixty arpents are cultivated;a dwell- 
ing-house and barn are erected, and there is a bearing orchard. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 482; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 483. J. anp F. Lassetre.—The Board took into consideration the claim of J. and F. Lasselle to a tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by them filed this day was read in the words and figures 
following to wit: . 





To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 6, 1808. 


Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, containing about six arpents in front by one hundred in depth, bounded 
in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by our own lands, and below by unlocated lands. We 
claim by virtue of possession since the year 1793, and improvements made by us to this day. 

J. & F. LASSELLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, about six hundred arpents, it being about six arpents in front by one hundred 
in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands of the claimants, and below 
by unlocated lands. : : . 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witnessin behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimants were in possession, and tenanted the pre- 
mises, and have continued so to this day: about eighteen arpents are cultivated and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 483; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 
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No. 484. Husert Lacro1x.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Hubert Lacroix to a tract of 
iand situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office 
at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 251, under the date of 27th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded Jands, west by lands of Louis Lajoye, and east by 
Jacques Lasselle. f 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Baptiste Reaux was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and tenanted the same to this day: 
about seventy-five arpents are cultivated and enclosed; a dwelling-house and barn are erected on the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall he No, 484; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein c.ntained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 485. Huserr Lacrorx.—The Board took into consideration the’ claim of Hubert Lacroix to a tract of land, 
situate on the south side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 1, page 250, under the date of 27th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, west by lands of Amable Bellair, and east by 

lands of the claimant. ‘ 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Etienne Laviollette was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and tenanted the same to this day: 
fifteen arpents are cultivated and enclosed. 

And thereupen it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 4855 and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 486. James McGiuit.—The Board took into consideration the claim of James McGill to tract of land, situate 
on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office, at Detroit, 
in vol. 1, page 135, under the date of 19th November, 1805, 

This tract contains, by estimation, ——— acres, it being seven and a quarter acres in front by eighty in depth, 
situate on the north side of river Raisins, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, on both sides 
by lands claimed by Isaac Todd. 

Whereupon, Thomas Smith, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, about the year 1790, he, the deponent, surveyed the above described tract of land; that, 
at that time, Charles Reaume was in possession of part of the tract; that he had a horse mill and very considerable 
improvements thereon; that afterwards the sail Reaume informed the deponent that he had sold the premises to 
John Askin, Esq.; that, to the best of the deponent’s recollection, said Reaume had lived on the premises four years 
previous to surveying the land, and continued to reside thereon until their posts were delivered up to the American 
Government. 

Israel Ruland, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Charles 
Reaume was in possession and cultivated part of the premises, and continued so until he sold to John Askin, Sen. 
Esq.. who kept possession, and tenanted the premises until he sold to the claimant, who has generally kept tenants 
on the preinises, and a tenant is now thereon: there is a dwelling-house, a barn, a still-house, and other out-houses, 
erected on the premises: about eighteen or twenty arpents are under cultivation. 

Captain Joseph Jobin, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that, since Charles Reaume left the pre- 
mises, Mr. Askin caused the same to be cultivated every year by tenants to this day.—Postponed. 

No. 487. James McGitt.—The Board took into consideration the claim of James McGill toa tract of land, 
situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 1, page 135, under the date of 19th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred acres, it being three acres in front by one hundred in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Jean Baptiste Racine, and below 
by lands formerly of Lajoye. 

Whereupon, ‘Thomas Smith was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, before 1796, he, the deponent, surveyed the said tract of land for Isaac Ganier, who was then 
in possession of it, and residing thereon: there was a house erected, and some lands were cultivated and enclosed. The 
said Isaac Ganier informed the deponent that the river Raisins settlement not answering his trade, he had sold this 
tract to John Askin, Esquire. 

Captain Joseph Jobin, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that Isaac Ganier left the premises 
previous to the Ist July, 1796; that Alexander Woillet occupied the same one or two years afters and that, since 
Woillet left the place, the premises have never been occupied nor cultivated.—Postponed. 


No. 488. Joun Askin, Senior, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Askin, Senior, Esq., 
to a tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 138, under the date of 19th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and twenty-eight arpents, it being three arpents by seventy- 
six in depth, bounded in front by the rear of the water miil lands, and on every side by unlocated lands. 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, there was part of the premises cultivated by Charles 
Reaume, who then owned the whole farm, on which there was a water mill; that the mill was occupied until one or 
two years previous to its being burnt, but that it was always kept under lock and key during that time. The mill 
was burnt about six years ago. . 

Israel Ruland, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that he knows that part of the premises had been 
cultivated previous to the Ist July, 1796, and also since that time down to the time the mill was burnt; the house 
was also burnt with the miil.—Postponed. 


No. 489. J. anp F. Lassetue.—The Board took into consideration the claim of J. and F. Lasselle to a tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by them filed this day was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 13, 1808. 


Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim to 4 tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by one hundred in depth, bounded in 
front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands of Joseph Bissonet, and below by our own lands. 
We claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by us to this day. 

J. & F. LASSELLE. 


Sir: 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hundred in depth, 
‘bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands of Joseph Bissonet, and below by 
lands of the claimants. 
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Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimants were in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and have continued so to this day without any interruption: about thirty arpents are in cultivation. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 489; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 490. J. ano F. Lassette.—The Board took into consideration the claim of J. and F. Lasselle to a tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by them filed this day was read in the words and 


figures following, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
. Derrotr, December 13, 1808. 
Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim to a tract of 
Jand, situate on the south side of river Raisins, containing six arpents in front by one hundred in depth, bounded in 
front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated ‘lands, above by lands of the claimants, and below by unknown owners. 
We claim by virtue of possession and improvements made by us. 
J. & F. LASSELLE. 


his tract contains, by estimation, six hundred arpents, it being six arpents in front by one hundred in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by Jands of the claimants, and below by owners 
unknown. 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimants were in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and have continued so to this day without interruption. About sixty arpents are cultivated: there are on 
the premises a house and barn, and a bearing orchard. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 490; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 


Sir: 


REUBEN ATTWATER, 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


No. 14. 


Transcript of the proceedings of the Commissioners of the Land Ojjice at Deiroit, from the 14th day of December 
1808, to the 26th day of same month, inclusively. 


Wepnespay, December 14, 1808. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 491. J. anv F. Lassette.—The Board took into consideration the claim of J. and F. Lasselle toa tract of land. 
situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by them filed yesterday was read in the words and figures 


fellowing, to wit: ; 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 13, 1808. 


Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing two arpents in front by one hundred and twenty in depth. 
bounded in front by said river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by Jacques Martin, and below by our 
own Jands. We claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by us or those from whom we 


derive title. 
J.& F. LASSELLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being two arpents in front by one hundred 
and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Jacques Mar- 
tin, and below by lands of the claimants. 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous te the Ist July, 1796, Batiste Laplante was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimants, who have caused the same to be cultivated ever since 
to this day: about forty arpents are cultivated; a dwelling-house and barn are erected on the premises. 

The claimants, in support of their claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Sir: 


Derroit, Comte de Wayne: 

Par devant Francois Derruisseaux Bellcour, notaire public pour le comté de Wayne, résidant au Detroit, fut 
présent ie nommé Jean Batiste Laplante, demeurant a la riviére aux Raisins, dans la paroisse de St. Antoine, lequel 
reconnvit par ces présentes avoir vendu, cédé, quitté, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, avec ga- 
rantie de tous troubles, dons, douaires, dettes, hypothéques, évictions, aliénations, et de tout autre empechement 
générallement quelconque, au Sieur Jacques Lasselie, marchand, demeurant dans la c6té du sud-ouest de la paroisse 
de St. Anne, de ce district, & ce présent et acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, trois 
terres sises & la riviere aux Raisins, (ainsy qu’il suit, savoir:) une de trois arpents de front sur la profondeur ordinaire 
des autres terres voisines, tenant d’un coté au ouest & Joseph Bissonet, et & lest & Bazil Cousineau, ensemble une 
maison, grange, &c. et une autre terre de trois arpents de front, sur le coté du nord de la ditte riviére aux Raisins, 
de trois arpents de front, aussi sur la profondeur des autres terres voisines, tenant d’un coté au ouest & Bazil Cousi- 
neau, et 2 lest au Sieur Jacques Martin, avec une maison, grange, &c. et en outre une autre terre sise au nord de la 
ditte riviére de deux arpents de front sur la profondeur des autres terres voisines, bornée par devant au bord de la 
ditte riviére, bornée d’un cété & Jacques Martin, et du coté d’en bas & Hyacinte Lajoye, avec maison, grange, &c. 
tel et ainsy que les dittes trois terres se poursuivent et comportent de toutes parts, circonstances, et dépendances., 
que le dit acquéreur dit bien connoitre, dont il est content et satisfait. ‘ 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de quatre cent vingt-cing 
pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, que !e dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu comptant avant la passation des pré- 
sentes, dont il est content et satisfait, cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement3 et au moyen de ce, le dit ven- 
deur ade ce moment transporté et transporte au dit sieur acquéreur, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, tous et tels 
droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres droits qu’il a et pouvait avoir sur les trois dittes terres 
susvendiies, voulant et entendant qu’i! en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartien- 
dra en vertu des dittes présentes. (ar ainsy sont conveniies les parties de bonne foy, promettant, &c. obligeant, &c. 

Fait et passé au dit Detroit, ea la maison du dit Sieur Lasselle, le vingt-quatre de Juin, 1797; et ont les parties 


signé et scellé, aprés lecture faitte suivant l’ordonnance. 
JEAN BATISTE LAPLANTE. [1. s.] 
J. LASSELLE. [L. s.] 
Présence de 
Prerre FELIx. 
Frs. Dx. Beticour, Not. Pub. 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 491; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 492. J. anp F. Lasserte.—The Board took into consideration the claim of J. and F. Lasselle to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by them filed yesterday was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: . 

e 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 13, 1808. 


Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by one hundred and twenty in 
depth, bounded in front by said river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, west by our own lands, and east ‘by 
lands of Jacques Martin. We claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by us or those 


from whom we derive title. 
J. & F. LASSELLE. 


Sir: 


< 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and _ sixty arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hun- 
dred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, west by lands of the 
claimants, and east by lands ot Jacques Martin. ; ; 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Batiste Bonvoulloir was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Jean Batiste Laplante, from whom the claimants have purchased, 
and have caused the same to be cultivated every year to this day: about seventy-five arpents are cultivated; there 
are on the premises a dwelling house and barn, and a bearing orchard. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 492; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 493. J. anp F. Lassette.—The Board took into consideration the claim of J. and F. Lasselle to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by them filed was read in the words and figures fol- 
lowing, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 13, 1808. 


Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim to a tract 
of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by one hundred and twenty in 
depth, bounded in front by said river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands of Hubert Lacroix, and 
below by our own lands. We claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by us or those from 


whom we derive title. 
J. & F. LASSELLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hun- 
dred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands of Hu- 
bert Lacroix, and below by lands of the claimants. 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Jacques Prudhomme was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimants, who have caused the same to be cultivated 
every year to this day: about seventy-five arpents are cultivated; a dwelling-house is erected on the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 493; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 494. Husert Lacrorx.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Hubert Lacroix to a tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed 13th instant was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 12, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front 
by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by Etienne Laviolette, and on the other side by Joseph 
— I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive 
title. 


For Huserr Lacrorx, 
J. LASSELLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands of Etienne Laviolette, 
and on the other side by lands of Joseph Bissonet. , ; : 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, — to the Ist July, 1796, Jean Duseau was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has always tenanted the same to this day: about 
thirty arpents are cultivated; there are a house, barn, Xc. : ? 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Par devant le témoin soussigné fut présent le Sieur Jean Francois Dusault, habitant, laboureur, de {la paroisse 
St. Antoine, riviére Raisins, du district Sargent, et comté de Wayne, lequel reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, 
et par ces présentes vend, céde, et transporte 4 Monsieur Hubert Lacroix, marchand, de Ja susditte paroisse, du 
susdit district de Sargent, & ce présent et acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, avec 
garantie de toutes dettes, hypothéques, dons, douaires, accessions, ou aliénations, et de tout trouble générallement 

uelconque, une terre, ou ferme, sise et située au sud de la riviére aux Raisins, dans le susdit district, et susdit comté 

e Wayne, consistant en trois arpents de largeur sur quarante arpents de protondeur, bornée par devant par la ditte 
riviére aux Raisins, et par derriére aux terres non concédées, tenant d’un cété & la terre d’Etienne Laviolette, et 
de |’autre cété & celle de Joseph Bissonet, avec une maison, et grange, et autres batiments, avec les clétures, sans 
par le dit vendeur en rien reserver que la possession de !a maison, et d’une partie de la terre jusqu’aprés la récolte, 
et la grange pour mettre du grain, que le dit acquéreur dit bien connoitre, et dont il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, et transport, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de cent quarante pounds, cours de la 
Nouvelle York, payable en trois années en marchandises, ou farine, au choix du dit vendeur, savoir: cinquante 
pounds York payable par cinq milliers de farine pour année présente, cinquante pounds York payable dans le 
cours d’Avril, en - au prix courant dans l’année 1802, et la reste du payement, qui sera quarante pounds 
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York, & pareil mois dans l’année 1803, aussi en farine, au prix courant. Et pour sureté.des susdits payements, 
le dit Sieur Hubert Lacroix a hypothéqué, et par ces présentes hypothéque, au dit Jean Francois Dusault, ses 
hoirs, et ayant cause, la terre cy-dessus mentionnée et décritte, laquelle terre Je dit Sieur Hubert Lacroix ne 
peut vendre, donner, ou engager, sous quelque pretext que ce soit, qu’aprés que le dernier des payements aura été 
tait au dit Jean Francois Dusault, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, ainsy sont convenu les parties de bonne foy. Fait et 
passé a la riviére anx Raisins, dans le susdit district Sargent, le 18éme jour du mois de Mars, de année mil huit 
cent un; et les parties ont signé et scellé, en présence de témoin. 
JEAN FRANCOIS DUSAULT, sa x marque. [L. s.] 
HUBERT LACROIX. [1. s.] | @ 
EvriennE DuBois, /émoin. 
Comrrt pE Wayne, District de Sargent: 

Sont personnellement comparu devant moi, le soussigné, un des Magistrats assignés pour tenir Ja paix pour et 
dans le comté de Wayne, les sasnommés Hubert Lacroix, Jean Francois Dusault, et Marie Anne Ro, lesquelles ont 
reconnu que le contrat cy-dessus est bien leur acte, avec leurs signatures, et leurs cachets, et que, comme tel, il peut 
étre ernegistré au greffe du dit comté. En foy de quoy, j’ai souscrit mon nom, a la riviére aux Raisins, le 18¢me 


de Mars, 1801. : 
FRANCOIS NAVARRE, J. P. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 494; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. : 
No. 495. Wittiam Knacos.—The Board took into consideration the claim of William Knaggs to a tract of land. 
situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed the 13th instant was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

ay: ; Detroit, December 13, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, my claim to a tract of 
and situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing about six arpents in front by one hundred in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands of ‘Thomas Knaggs, and below by 


lands of Whitmore Knaggs. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me, prior to 
the first July, 1796. For Witi1aM Knaces, 
J. LASSELLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, about six hundred arpents, it being about six arpents in front by one hundred 
in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands of Thomas Knaggs, and 
below by lands of Whitmore Knaggs. - ; 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day without any interruption. He has built an excellent dwelling-house on 
the premises. 

Kod thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant_is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that = have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 495; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 496. Louis Lepvc.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Leduc, as grantee of Gabriel 
Chene, to a tract of land, situate on river Rouge, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 256, under the date of 28th February, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, arpents, it being three arpents in front, extending in depth to the St. 
Cosme family’s lands, on one side by lands of Claude Campeau, and on the other side by lands of Charles Labadi. 

Whereupon, Alexis Labadi was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Gabriel Chene was in possession and cultivated the premises. 
and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and cultivated the same to this day. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Sir: 





TERRITOIRE DE Micuican, District du Detroit, ss. dal 

Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent Gabriel Chene, du district du Detroit, et territoire de Michigan, 
lequel a reconnu, et par ces présentes reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et 'délaissé, dés d tprésent et & tou- 
jours, avec garantie de tous troubles, dons, douaires, hypotheques, et de tout empéchement quelconque, excepté 
de la part des Etats Unis de |’Amerique, & Louis Leduc, a ce présent acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et 
ayant cause a l’avenir, une terre ou plantation sise et située & la riviére Rouge, dans le district du Detroit, et terri- 
' toire de Michigan, consistant en trois arpents de front sur la riviére Rouge, et s’étendant en profondeur jusqu’a la 
ligne des terres de la famille Saint Cosme; bornée d’un cété par Charles Labadi, et de l’autre coté par la terre 
que Toussaint Chene a vendu & Claude Campeau; tel que la ditte terre ou plantation se poursuit et comporte 
de toutes parts, circonstances, et dépendances, que le dit acquéreur dit bien savoir et connoitre, et dont il est content 
et satisfait. Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de cent pounds, 
cours de la Nouvelle York, que le dit acquéreur promet et s’oblige de payer de la maniére suivante, savoir: dix 
pounds payés compiant lors de la signature des présentes, et les quatre vingt dix pounds restantes en neuf années con- 
sécutives, sans intérét, c’est a dire dix pounds chaque année, jusqu’au parfait et entier payement, et pour sureté du 
payement des dittes quatre vingt dix pounds le dit acquéreur a de ce moment affecté et hypothéequé au dit vendeur, 
ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, la ditte terre susvendiie. Au moyen de quoy, le dit Gabriel Chene a de ce mo- 
ment transporté, et par ces préseutes transporte au dit acquéreur, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, tous et tels 
droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres droits qu’il a et a pa avoir sur la ditte terre ou plantation, 
voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra, en vertu 
des présentes. Fait et passé au Detroit, le 28¢me jour du mois de May, mil huit cent huit, et les parties ayant dé- 
claré ne savoir signer ont fait leurs marques ordinaires, en présence de témoins, aprés que lecture leur a été faitte des 


présentes. 
GABRIEL CHENE, [1. s.] 
LOUIS LEDUC, sa x marque. [1. s.] 
Signé, scellé, et délivré, en présence de 
PrerrE AUDRAIN, 
Francis M. AupRAIN. 


Territory or Micuican, District of Detroit, ss. 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the Justices of the Peace in the District of Detroit, the 
above named Gabriel Chene and Louis Leduc, and both acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing ;to be 
their act and deed for the purposes therein contained, and that, as such, it may be recorded. In testimony whereof, 


I have hereunto subscribed my name, at Detroit, the 28th May, 1808. 
PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


And thereupon it doth eee to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 496; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
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No. 497. CraupE Campeav.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Claude Campeau, as grantee of 
Toussaint and Pierre Chene, to a tract of land, situate on river Rouge, which was entered with the former Commis- 
sioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2, page 256, under the date of 28th February, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, —— arpents, it being three arpents in front, and extending to the line of the 
St. Cosme family’s land, bounded in front by river Rouge, on one side by lands of Gabriel Godfroy, and on the 
other side by lands claimed by Louis Leduc. 

Whereupon, Alexis Labadi was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, ‘Toussaint Chene was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to Pierre Chene, from whom the claimant purchased, who has possessed and 
cultivated the’same to this day: a dwelling-house is erected on the premises. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited two deeds in the words and figures following, to wit: 
TerriTorre pe Micnican, District du Detroit, ss. 

Par devant le témoin soussigné fut présent Toussaint Chene, du district du Detroit, et territoire de Mi- 
chigan, lequel a reconnu, et par ces présentes reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, dés & présent et 
2 toujours, avec garantie de tous troubles, dons, douaires, hypotheques, et de tout empéchement générallement 
quelconque, excepté de la part des Etats Unis de l’Amerique, a Pierre Chene, son frére, & ce présent et acceptant 
acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, une terre ou plantation sise et située & la riviére Rouge, 
dans le district du Detroit, et territeire de Michigan, consistant en trois arpents de front sur la riviére Rouge, 
et s’étendant en profondeur jusqu’d la ligne des terres de la famille St. Cosme, bornée a l’ouest & la terre de Ga- 
priel Godfroy, et & Vest par la terre de Gabriel Chene, tel que Ja ditte terre se poursuit et comporte de toutes parts, 
circonstances, et dépendances, que Je dit acquéreur dit bien savoir et connoitre, et dont il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de deux cent pounds, 
cours de la Nouvelle York, que !e dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu comptant du dit acquéreur lors et avant la 

passation des présentes, dont il le tient quitte et déchargé, ainsy que tous autres. Au moyen de quoy, le dit ‘Tous- 
saint Chene a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transporte au dit Pierre Chene, ses hoirs, et ayant 
cause i Pavenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres droits qu’il a et a pa avoir 
sur la ditte terre ou plantation susvendiie, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, 
par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra, en vertu des présentes. Fait et passé au Detroit, le vingt-septiéme jour du 
mois de May, mil huit cent huits et le dit ‘Toussaint Chene a signé et scellé en présence de témoin, aprés lecture 


faitte. 
TOUSSAINT CHENE. [x. s.] 
Signé, scellé, et délivré, en présence de 
Roserr ABBOTT. 


Terrrrory or Micuican, District of Detroit, ss. 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the justices assigned to keep the peace in the district 
of Detroit, Touissaint Chene, the above grantor, and acknowledged that he had signed, sealed, and delivered the 
foregoing instrument of writing for the purposes therein contained, and that, as such, it may be recorded. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name, at Detroit, the 27th May, 1808, 
PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 
TERRITOIRE DE Micuican, District du Detroit, ss. 

Par devant le ‘témoin soussigné fut présent Pierre Chene, du district du Detroit, et territoire de Michigan, 
lequel a reconnu, et par ces présentes reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et a 
toujours, avec garantie de tous troubles, dons, douaires, hypothéques, et de tout empéchement générallement quel- 
conque, excepté de la part du Gouvernement des Etats Unis de l’? Amerique, & Claude Campeanu, Ace présent accep- 
tant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & Vavenir, une terre ou plantation sise et située & la riviére 
Rouge, dans le district du Detroit, et territoire de Michigan, consistant en trois arpents de front sur la riviére 
Rouge, s’étendant en profundeur jusqu’a la ligne des terres de la famille St. Cosme, bornée & l’ouest par la terre de 
Gabriel Godfroy, et & Vest par la terre de Gabriel Chene, tel que la ditte terre se poursuit et comporte de toutes parts 
circonstances, et dépendances, que le dit acquéreur dit bien savoir et connoitre, et dont il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de cent quatre-vingt 
pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir recu comptant du dit acquéreur lors et 
avant la passation des présentes, dont il le tient quitte et déchargé, ainsy que tous autres. Au moyen de quoy, le dit 
Pierre Chene a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transporte au dit acquéreur, ses hoirs, et ayant 
cause & l'avenir, tous et teis droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres droits qu’il a et a pa avoir 
sur la ditte terre ou plantation, voulant et entendant qu’i! en soit mis eu bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy 
qwil appartiendra, en vertu des présenies. 

Fait et passé au Detroit, le 2¢me jour du mois de Juin, mil huit cent huit; et le dit Pierre Chene a signé et scellé 
cn présence de témoin, aprés lecture faitte. 

PIERRE CHENE. [ x. s.] 


Signé scellé, et délivré, en présence de 4 ” 
rancis M. AupDRAIN. 


Territory oF Micuican, District of Detroit: 

Personally appeared before the undersigned, one of the justices assigned to keep the peace in the district of 
Detroit, Pierre Chene, the above grantor, and acknowledged that he had signed, sealed, and delivered the foregoing 
instrument of writing for the purposes therein contained, and that, as such, it may be recorded. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name, at Detroit, the 10th day of June, 1808. 
PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. 2. D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the cominissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 497; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 498. Francois Navarre, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francois Navarre, Esq. to 
a tract of land situate on the south side of river Raisins, and on which he now lives, being part and parcel of the 
tract No. 1, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 
226, under the date of 28th January, 1805. 5 

his tract contains, by estimation, about six hundred arpents, it being about six arpents in front by one hundred 
in depth, bourided in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands of Dolenal Belen Ander- 
son, and below by the highway. 

Whereupon, Jacques Lasselle was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said, that, more than twenty years ago, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day: there are very valuable improvements on the premises; a dweiling-house, barn, 
and orchard, and a grist-mili, and about ninety arpents are under cultivation. ? 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 498; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 499. Istpore Navarre.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Isidore Navarre to a tract of land 
situate on the south side of river Raisins, being part and parcel of the tract No. 1, which was entered by Francois 
Navarre with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 226, under the date of 
28th January, 1805. 
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This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred arpents, it being four arpents in front by one hundred in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands of Francois Navarre, Esq., and below 
by lands of Jacques Navarre. 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day. There are on the premises a dwelling-house, a barn, and about forty ar- 
pents in cultivation. 

And nrg a it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a coticats thereof, which certificate shall be No. 499; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


_ No. 500, Jacques Navarre.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Navarre to a tract of land, 
situate on the south side of river Raisins, being part and parcel of the tract No. 1, which was entered by Francois 
sae with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 226, under the date of 28th 

anuary, 1805. ‘ ee 5 

This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred arpents, it being feur arpents in front by one hundred in depth, 
—— in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands of Isidore Navarre, and below by 
the highway. . : : , ’ 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day: a dwelling -house and barn are erected thereon, and about sixty arpents 
are in cultivation. — — : ? é ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 500; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 501. Juan Baprisrz Lesiaxc.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Leblanc 
toa tract of land, situate on river Raisins; and the notice by him filed 13th instant was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 

To Perer Auprain, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: DeEcEMBER 6, 1808. 


You will please to take notice that Jean Baptiste Leblanc, by his agent, Simon Jacob, makes entry with the 
commissioners of a certain tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the south side of river Raisins, within the district 
of Detroit, and territory of Michigan, being three acres in front by one hundred and twenty in depth, bounded in front 
by said river, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by Jands of John Askin, and on the other side by unlocated 
lands. I claim and set up title to the said tract of land by virtue of along and uninterrupted possession, occupancy, 


and improvement. 
For Jean Baptiste Lesianc, 


; SIMON JACOB, his x mark. 
Witness, JosepH Watson. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred-and sixty arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hun- 
* dred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by ode fi | lands, on one side by lands of John 
Askin, and on the other side by unlocated lands. 

Whereupon, Simon Jacob was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Jacques Jacob was in possession and occupancy of the pretm- 
ises, and continued so until he sold to the deponent, who sold to the claimant, who has pessessed and occupied the 
same tothis day. About ten arpents are cultivated. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 

Par devant le témoin soussigné fut présent Jacques Jacob, fils, du district Sargent, et comté de Wayne, 
lequel reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, et transporté, et par ces présentes vend, céde, et transporte & Simon Jacob, son 
frere, du susdit district Sargent, a ce présent acceptant acquereur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, avec 
garantie de toutes dettes, hypotheques, dons, douaires, accessions, et aliénations, de la part du dit vendeur, une 
terre ou ferme, sise et située au sud de la riviére aux Raisins, paroisse de St. Antoine, dans le susdit district et sus- 
dit comté de Wayne, consistant en trois arpents de front sur quarante de profondeur, bornée par devant par la 
ditte riviére aux Raisins, et par derriére par les terres non concédées, tenant d’un cété A la terre de Jean Askin, 
et de l’autre coté par une terre appartenante aux nations, que le dit acquéreur dit bien connoitre, et dont il est 
content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, et transport, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de cinquante pounds, cours de Ja 
Nouvelle York, que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu du dit acquéreur. Il est de plus convenu entre les parties, 
que si les Etats Unis s’emparent de la ditte terre, le dit Simon Jacob n’aura rien & demander an dit Jacques Jacob, 
ses hoirs, et ayant cause, et qu’il encourt Jes risques de cette part la. 

Fait et passé & ja riviére aux Raisins, dans le susdit district de Sargent, et comté de Wayne, le cinquiéme jour 
de Juillet, de l’'année mil huit cent; et les parties ont signé et scellé en présence de témoin. 

JACQUES JACOB, sa x marque. [1. s.] 
SIMON JACOB, sa x marque. (1. s.j 
Erienne Dvusois, fémoin. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 501; and that he cause the same 
to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 502. Rene Marsac.—The Board took into consideration the claim of René Marsac to a tract of land on 
lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 14, 1808. 
Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate, lying, and being on lake St. Clair, containing, 
by estimation, eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by said lake, and in 
rear by unlocated lands, northeast by lands of Frangois Marsac, and southwest by lands of N. Patenaude. I claim 
title to this tract of land by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or by those from whom 


I derive title. R : 
RENE MARSAG, his x mark. 
Witness, Revsen ATTWATER. 


This tract contains, by estimation, eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front by forty in depth,- bounded in 
front by lake am Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, northeast by lands of Francois Marsac, and southwest by lands 
of N. Patenaude. 
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Whereupon, Charles Goiiin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Gagetant Marsac was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises. and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who since that time has possessed and occupied the same: 
there is a dwelling-house on the premises, and about thirty arpents are cultivated. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 


L’an mil huit cent, et le vingt-quatriéme jour du mois de Septembre, fut présent Gagetant Marsac, du district de 
Hamtramck, dans le comté de Wayne, et territoire des Etats Unis nord-ouest de Ja riviére Ohio, lequel reconnoit 
avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et uciaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, A René Marsac, son frére, du dit district 
de Hamtramck, a ce présent acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, une ferme, ou plan- 

ation, sise et située dans le susdit district de Hamtramck, consistant en deux arpents de front sur quarante de pro- 
fondeur, bornée en haut par le Capitaine Frangois Marsac, et en bas par la ferme de Josette Tremblé, femme de 
—— Patenaude, avec les batiments susconstruits, circonstances, et dépendances, que le dit acquéreur dit bien con- 
noitre, et dont il dit étre content et satiefait. 

‘ Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de cent soixante pounds, 
cours de la Nouvelle York, égalle en valeur & quatre cent dollars, monnoye légalle des Etats Unis, que le dit ven- 
deur reconnoit avoir recu comptant lors et avant la passation des présentes. Au moyen de quoy, le dit vendeur a de 
ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transporte au dit acquéreur, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, tous et tels droits 
de propriété, noms, raisons, et actions, et tous autres droits générallement quelconque, qu’il a et pouvait avoir sur 
la ditte terre, ou plantation, s’en démettant et dévétissant & son profit, voulant et entendant qu’il en svit mis en 
bonne possession et seizine, ainsy et par qu’il appartiendra, en vertu des présentes. Le dit vendeur garantie au 
dit acquéreur, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, la ditte ferme ou plantation exempte de toutes dettes et hypothéques, et de 
tout trouble générallement quelconque. Fait et passé au Detroit, dans l’étude du prothonotaire, le jour, mois, et an 
que dessus, et le dit Gagetant Marsac a signé et scellé. 

GAGETANT MARSAC. [1 s.] 


Signé, scellé, et délivré, en présence de ; 
Peter Auprain, Prothonolaire. 


Wayne County, ss. 
Personally came before me, the undersigned, one of the judges of the court of common pleas in and for the 


said county of Wayne, the within named Gagetant Marsac, and acknowledged the within instrument of writing to 
be his free and voluntary act and deed for the purposes therein contained, and that, as such, it may be recorded. 


In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name, at Detroit, the 24th day of September, 1801. 
JAMES MAY, J.C. C. P. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shal! be No. 502; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 503. Jacques Lassette.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Lasselle to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed 14th instant was read in the words 


and figures following, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: ‘ Dertrorr, December 14, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front 
by river Raistus, in rear by unlocated lands, above by my own lands, and below by John Askin, Esq. I claim by 
virtue of possession, occupancy, aud improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 


J. LASSELLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of the claimant, and below by 
Jands of John Askin, Esq. 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Jean Babtiste Lapointe was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Jean Baptiste Laplante, from whom the claimant has 
purchased, and has caused the same to be cultivated to this day: about twelve arpents are in cultivation. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Par devant le témoin soussigné fut présent Jean Batiste Laplante, commercant, et résidant i la riviére aux 
Raisins, dans le district de Sargent, et comté de Wayne, lequel reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, 
dés maintenant et & toujours, avec garantie de tout trouble, dons, douaires, dettes, hypothéques, évictions, et 
aliénations, et de tous autres empechements générallement quelconque. & Jacques Lasselle, négociant dans le district 
du Detroit, et susdit comté de Wayne, d ce présent acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause 2 |’avenir. 
une terre sise et située au nord de la riviére aux Raisins, de trois arpents de front sur quarante arpents de profondeur, 
bornée pardevant par la ditte riviére, et par derriére par les terres non concédées, tenant d’un coté &4 Antoine Beau- 
bien, et de autre coté ’ Jean Askin, Esq. avec tous les batiments susconstruits, ainsy que le tout se comporte de 
toutes parts, circonstances, et dépendances, que le dit acquéreur dit bien connoitre, et dont il est content et satisfait. 
Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de cent pounds, cours de ia 
Nouvelle York, que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu comptant du dit acquéreur, lors et avant la passation des pré- 
sentes, l’en tient quitte et déchargé, ainsy que tousautres. Au moyen de ce le dit Jean Batiste Laplante a de ce moment 
transporté au dit Jacques Lasselle, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, tous et tels droits de propriété qu’il a ou pouvait avoir sur 
la ditte terre; voulant et entendant qw’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, ainsy et par qu’il appartiendra 
en vertu des présentes. Fait et passé au Detroit, dans l’étude du prothonotaire du dit comté.de Wayne, le 3léme jour 
de May, de l’an de notre Seigneur mil huit cent: et le dit vendeur a fait sa marque ordinaire, et a scellé aprés lecture 


faitte des présentes. 
; JEAN BYTE. LAPLANTE, sa x marque. [1. s.] 
Peter Aupratx, Prothonotaire. 


Comre DE Waynes, ss. 


Est personnellement comparu devant moi, le soussigné, un des Juges & Paix dans et pour le comté de 
Wayne, Jean Batiste Laplante, eta déclaré que la vente cy-dessus est son acte volontaire, et que comme tel il peut 
étreenregistré. En foy de quoy, j’ai souscrit mon nom, au Detroit, le 31 de May, 1800. 


FRANCOIS NAVARRE, J. P. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that fs have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 503; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 504. Jacques Jacosp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Jacob to a tract of land, 


situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures following, 
to wit: 
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To the Rexister of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Derroir, December 14, 1808. 
Take notice that [ now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by one hundred and twenty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by Charles Drouillard, and on 
the other by one Baudin. [claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those 
from whom I derive title. 


Sir: 


For Jacqurs Jacos, 


JACQUES LASSELLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hun- 
dred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands of 
Charles Drouillard, and on the other by lands of one Baudin. 

Whereupon, Simon Jacob was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Etienne Laviolette was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to Jean Dusault, who sold to Etienne Jacob, who has sold to the claimant, 
who has possessed and occupied the same to this day. A honse is erected on the premises, and about twelve arpents 
are cultivated. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed, in the words and figures following, to wit: 

Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent le Sieur Etienne Jaccb, lequel reconnoit et confesse avoir de son 
bon gré, et sans aucune contrainte, vendu, cédé, quitté, transporté, et délaissé, du 3éme jour de Janvier, et & toujours, 
et promet faire jouir et garantir de tous troubles et empéchements, dons, douaires, dettes, hypothéques, et autre 
empechement générallement quelconque, au Sieur Jacques Jacob, son fils, & ce présent et acceptant, a lui, ses hoirs, 
ct ayant cause a l’avenir, une terre de trois arpents de front sur quarante de profondeur, sise et située & la riviére 
aux Raisins, le long du lac Erie, de ce district, tenant d’un coté du sud & la terre de Charles Drouillard, et du coté 
du nord & celle de Baudin, avec une maison, et étable, cloture, &c. atnsy que le tout se poursuit et comporte de 
toute part et de fond en comble. Le dit vendeur se reserve un emplacement d’un demi arpent de front sur un de 
profondeur, et un morceau de terre de quoy semer trois arpents de bled d’Inde, et trois minots de bled froment. Le 
dit acquéreur dit avoir va et visité la ditte terre, dont il est content et satisfait. Cette vente, transport, et delaisse- 
ment, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la quantité decent cinquante minots de bled froment, paye en six années, & com- 
mencer dans le cours de Décembre de cette méme année, et vingt-cing minots par chaque année & finir au pareil mois 
de mil huit cent trois. Au moyen de quoy, le dit sieur vendeur a transporté au dit acquéreur, ses hoirs, et ayant 
cause d l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété qu’il a et pouvait avoir sur la ditte terre, dont il s’est par ces pré- 
sentes dessaisi, demi et denanti au profit du dit acquéreur, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne pos- 
session et suffisante seizine, et ainsy qu’il appartiendra en vertu des dits présentes, 4 commencer dans le. cour du 
présent mois. Car ainsy sont_convenu les parties de bonne foy, promettant, &c. obligeant, &c. renoncant, &c. 
Fait et passé i la riviére aux Raisins, le 38me jour de Janvier, l’an mil sept cent quatre vingt dix-huit, et ont les 
dits vendeur et acquéreur déclaré ni savoir signer de ce enquis, ont fait leurs marques ordinaires, et scelle aprés 
lecture faitte suivant l’ordonnance, ainsy ont signé. 

Temoins. 

Joseru CARIER, sa X marque. ‘TIENNE JACOB, pére, sa x marque. 

Jean Dusavwtt, fils, sa X marque. JACQUES JACOB, fils, sa x marque. 

Hyactnre Lasoyr, sa X marque. MAGDELAINE GAUDET, sa x marque. 
ETIENNE DUBOIS. 


Le dit vendeur se reserve Jes animaux et la chaine pour Iui labourer la terre, qu’ila reservé sur le présent contrat 
et pour tous ses propres travaux. 
Detroit, February 24, 1798, 
WAYNE COUNTY, 83. 
Personally came before me, James May, Esq. one of the Judges of the court of common pleas, viz: Etienne 
Jacob, Sen. who acknowledges the within to be his act and deed, for the purposes therein contained. 


JAMES MAY, /. C. C. P. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereot, which certificate shall be No. 5043 and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 505. Jean Bapriste Petir.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Petit toa tract 
of land, situate at L’ance creuse, which was entered with the tormer Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 1, page 63, under the date of 9th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by lands of Michael Duchene, and on 
the other side by lands of Mr. Bellenger. —, 

Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Comparet was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Francois St. Bernard was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Louis Petit Clair, who sold to Louis Maure, from whom 
the ciaimant has purchased, and has occupied the same until the year 1804, when the deponent left that part of the 


country. 
Nicholas Valne, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that he knows that the claimant has been in 


possession and occupancy since the year 1804 to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 505; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. . 

No. 506. Cuarztes Nicuotas Gouty, Jun.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Charles Nicholas 
Goiiin, toa tract of land, situate at Gross Point, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 276, under the date of February 2, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, arpents, it being two arpents and eighteen feet in front by forty arpents 
in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by Jean Batiste Rivard’s 
lands, and on the other side by lands of Benjamin Marsac. 

Whereupon, Charles Goiiin, Sen. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Francois Duchene was in possession, and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied ‘the same to this 
day: a dwelling-house iserected thereon, and about forty arpents are cultivated, with a bearing orchard. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissicners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 


of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 506; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 507. Jacques Lassretie.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Lasselle to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed was read in the words and figures follow- 


ing, tu wit: 
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To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: ; . 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of land, 
situate on the north side of the river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by one handred and twenty in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, below by Captain Jobin, and above by my own lands. 
I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, afid improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
JACQUES LASSELLE. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hun- 
dred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, below by lands of Captain 
Joseph Jobin, and above by lands of the claimant. 

Whereupon, Captain Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Louis Bernard, dit Lajoye, was in possession and 
occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Antoine Beaugrand, from whom the claimant has pur- 
chased, and has caused the same to be cultivated to this day: a dwelling-house, barn, &c. are erected thereon, and 
about thirty arpents are in cultivation. —Postponed. 

No. 508. AmaBLE BeLiair.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Amable Bellair to a tract of land» 
situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice filed in his behalf by Joseph Jobin was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
. Derroir, December 14, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate, lying, and being on the north side of river Raisins, containing six arpents in front by one hundred 
in rear, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, below by Gabriel Godfroy, and above by 
land of the late Francis Menard. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me 
or those from whom I derive title. 


Sir: 


For AmMaBLE BeELLarr, 


JOSEPH JOBIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred arpents, it being six arpents in front by one hundred in « ’ 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, below by lands of Gabriel. Godfroy, and ioe 
lands of the late Francis Menard, deceased. 

hie gi Captain Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the’ claimant, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of J uly, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and has continued so to this day: a house and barn are erected thereon, and twenty arpents are cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 508; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained. to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, December 15, 1808. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

__No. 509. GasrteL Goprroy.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Colonel Gabriel Godfroy to a tract ' 

of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 295, under the date of 29th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, five hundred arpents, it being five arpents in front by one hundred in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, below by lands of J. and F. Lasselle, and above by 
~— ? the acy so wae . iain 

Thereupon, Francois Navarre, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the ist July, 1796, Medard Couture was in possession and in ra of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has since tenanted the same to this day: about fif- 
teen eg are eg ; Masti 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 509; and that he cause the same uke 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 510. Fe ncois Cartiv.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francois Cattin to a tract of land, 
situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed the 14th instant was read in the words and 


figures following, 9 wit: ; 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 14, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that 1 now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, containing four arpents in front by eighty in depth. I entered with the 
former commissioners the forty arpents in depth; (see vol. 1, page 213, date 25th November, 1805,) and I now claim 
the forty arpents back adjoining, by virtue of possession aud improvements made prior to the Ist July, 1796, and 


continued to this day. “ 
FRANCOIS CATTIN, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AvupRAIN. 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and twenty arpents, it being four arpents in front by eighty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Jacques Jacob, and below by 
lands of William Knaggs. 

Whereupon, Simon Jacob was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Charles Drouillard was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to Francois Durgeot, from whom the claimant has purchased, and has pos- 
sessed and cultivated the same to this day; that improvements were made on the forty acres back, previous to the 
Ist July, 1796, by cultivating and enclosing thirteen arpents, by Charles Drouillard; that the deponent kept him to 
— the aes and that the claimant has continued cultivating the said thirteen arpents since the time he pur- 
chased to this day. oe 

And — it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 510; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register. of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 511. Antoine Rosert.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Antoine Robert to a tract of land 
situate on the south side of river Raisins; which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 1, page 334, under the date of the 30th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred arpents, it being two arpents in front by one hundred in depth 
‘ bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, east by lands of Richard Pattinson, and west by lands 


of the late Robert Irwin, deceased 
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Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and has continued so to this day without any interruption; a house and out-houses are erected thereon: 
six arpents are cultivated, with a bearing orchard. ; ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 5115 and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 512. Metprum anp Parx.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Meldrum and Park toa tract 
of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by them filed the 9th instant was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 


The honorable Commissioners of the Lund Board for the territory of Michigan: 


Please take notice that I do enter in your office a tract of land, lying and being on the south side of river Raisins. 
at the entry of said river, bounded on the south by lands of Jacques and Francois Lasselle, easterly on lake Erie, and 
on said river westerly, containing about six hundred and forty acres. 

For Me.prum AND Park, 


GEO. MELDRUM. 


This tract contains about six hundred and forty acres, and is bounded south by lands of J. and F. Lasselle, east 
by lake Erie, west by river Raisins. 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, several years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimants were in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, by their tenants, and have continued to this day: about fifty arpents are cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 512; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quautity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Beard adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

Satcurpsy, December 17, 1808. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 513. Louis Larorce.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Laforge to a tract of land, situ- 
ate at L’ance creuse, on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed the 17th instant was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
— Detroit, December 17, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of land, 
situate at L’ance creuse, on lake St. Clair, containing four arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by 
lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, above by Jean Batiste Paré, and below by Batiste Dubey. I claim by 
virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 

LOUIS LAFORGE, his + mark. 

Witness, PeTrer AUDRAIN. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in depth, 
pounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated Jands, above by lands of Jean Batiste Paré, and below by 
lands of Batiste Dubey. 

Whereupon, Jean Batiste Nantay was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day, without any interruption: about ten arpents are vidiivaind> there are a 
dwelling-house, barn, and a bearing orchard on the premises. : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 513; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to he returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

No. 514. Francois Movron.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francois Mouton to a tract of 
jand, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice filed 16th December by Joseph Voyer, in his behalf, 
was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 16, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
Jand, situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing six arpents in front by one hundred in depth, bounded in 
front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, below by William Knaggs, and above by unconceded lands. I 
claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 


For Francois Mouton, 
JOSEPH VOYER. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred arpents, it being six arpents in front me hundred in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, below by lands of William Kn. :gs, and above by un- 
conceded lands. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward _as a witness in behalf uf the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Batiste Reaume was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and remained on the same two or three years. Louis Gornon took possession, and remained thereon about 
two or three years. Amable Bellair took possession and remained thereon three years; and since that time the claim- 
ant took possession, and has lived on it going on four years: about fifteen or sixteen arpents are cultivated; there are 
a dwelling-house and stables erected.— Postponed. 

No. 515. Francois Lavioterte.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francois Lavioletie to a tract 
of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed the 16th instant was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: , Dertrorr, December 16, 1808. 
‘Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by the same depth as the adjoining 
iarms. to wit, one hundred and twenty arpents, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above 
by Gabriel Godtroy, and below by Francois Cattin, dit Baron. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and im- 


provements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
FRANCOIS LAVIOLETTE, sa + marque. 
Witness, Perer Auprain. 
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This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty, arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hun- 
dred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Ga- 
briel Godfroy, and below by lands of Francois Cattin, dit Baron. ; 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July. 1796, James Knaggs was in possession and occupancy of the prem- 
ises, and continued so until he sold to Etienne Jacob, from whom the claimant has purchased, and has possessed and 
occupied the same to this day. This tract has always been cultivated: about thirteen arpents are cultivated; a 
house and stables are erected thereon.—Postponed. 

No. 516. Racuet Knacos.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Rachel Knaggs to a tract of iand, situ- 
ate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice filed the 16th instant by Joseph Voyer, in her behalf, was read 


in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Derrorr, December 16, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my clair to a tract of land, 
on which I have lived these fifteen or sixteen years, situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing two and 
three-fourths acres in front by one hundred in depth, bounded in front by said river Raisins, in rear by unconceded 
lands, above by Giles Barns, and below by Thomas Knaggs. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and im- 


provements made by me. 
For Racuet Knages, 


JOSEPH VOYER. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and seventy-five arpents, it being two and three-fourths arpents 
in front by one hundred in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of 
Giles Barns, and below by lands of Thomas Knaggs. : 

1 as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 


Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forwarc y ] 
deposed and said. that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 


and has continued so to this day without any interruption: a house, store, stables, &c. are erected thereon; about twelve 
arpents are cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that she have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 516; and that she cause the same to be 
surveved, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the i..nd Office at Detroit. 
No. 517, Apisan AnD Jess— Hunr.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Abijah and Jesse Hunt 
toa tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice filed the 12th instant was read in the 


words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office of the United States, in the District of Detroit. 
Derroir, December 8, 1808. 


Messrs. Abijah and Jesse Hunt hereby give notice, and make entry with the Commissioners of the United 
States’ Land Office at Detroit, that they claim to have and to hold a certain tract of land, as tenants in common, 
situated on the south side of the river, within the territory of Michigan, and district of Detroit, containing twelve 
acres French measure, in front upon said river Raisins, and sixty acres French measure in depth, more or less, 
bounded in front by said river Raisins, and in rear by other lands claimed by the said Abijah and Jesse Hunt, on 
the upper side by a farm formerly in possession of J. 8. Labonté, alias Laplante, on the other side by other lands of 
the claimants, the same being lands formerly claimed and owned by Louis Cousineau, or Cousinault, and Bissonet, 
and by them sold to Israel Ruland, which said Jand and farms by mesne conveyances came into the possession of 
the claimants. The claimants also set up title to said farm and tract of land by virtue of possession, occupancy, 
and improvements in themselves and those under whom they claim &c., and pray to be confirmed in said title, &c. 
For Messrs. AnisAH AND JEssE Hunt, 
SOL. SIBLEY, .2gent and Attorney. 


Sir: 


This tract is part of a tract of land which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in volume 1, page 73, under the date of 12th November, 1805, and which was lying at the time in that part 
of the country where the Indian title was not extinguished. 

This tract contains, by estimation, seven hundred and twenty arpents, it being twelve arpents in front by sixty 
in depth, is bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by‘lands of the claimants, on the lower side by one Dubreuil’s 
farm, now in possession of James Moore, and on the upper side by lands claimed by the claimants. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Bissonet was in possession of one tract, which he after- 
wards sold to Ruland, who sold to Louis Bond, from whom the claimants purchased; that Antoine Beaubien was 
in possession of the second tract on the Ist July, 1796, and continued so until he sold to Israel Ruland, who sold to 
Louis Bond, from whom the claimants have purchased, that Jean Baptiste Lapointe was in possession of the other 
tract on the Ist July, 1796, and sold to Israel Ruland, who sold to Louis Bond, from whom the claimants have 
purchased. ‘The deponent said that James Moore doth cultivate part of the said tract now claimed (about seven and 
a half arpents) which he saith has been cultivated since the year 1796.—Postponed. 

No. 518. Asian anv Jessr Hunr.—The Board took into consideration another claim of Abijah and Jesse Hunt 
to a tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice filed 12th instant was read in the words 


and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’ Land Office for the District of Detroit. 
Derroir, December 6, 1808. 


Sir: 

Notice is hereby given to the Commissioners of the said United States’ Land Office at Detroit, that Messrs. 
Abijah and Jesse Hunt_make entry of claim and title as tenants in common to a certain farm or tract of land, situate 
within the territory of Michigan, and district of Detroit, upon the south side of the river Raisins, in said district, 
being fourteen arpents in front upon said river, fifty-five arpents in depth, more or less, bounded in front upon said 
river, on the lower side by a farm formerly claimed by Dubreuil, now possessed by Mr. James Moore, in rear by 
lands of claimants, and on the upper side by other lands of claimants; the same being formerly claimed and pos- 
sessed by Jean Baptiste Laplante, Antoine Beaubien, and Etienne Bissunet, and by them sold to Israel Rulands; 
which said farm or tract of land has by mesne conveyances come into the possession of the claimants; they set up title 
and claim to said farm or tract of land by virtue of long possession, occupancy, and improvements by themselves, 
or those under whom they claim, made and had thereon, and others, &c. ‘They pray, therefore, that said farm or tract 


of land may be confirmed to them. } 
For Asian AND Jesse Hunt, Claimants, 


SOL. SIBLEY, gent and Attorney. 


. This tract is part of a tract of land which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in volume 1, page 73, under the date of 12th November, 1805, and which was lying at that time in that part 
of the country a the Indian title was not extinguished. 

0 Pp 
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This tract contains, by estimation, seven hundred and twenty arpents, it being twelve arpents in front by sixty 
in depth, bounde:! in front by river Raisins, in rear by lands of the claimants, on the upper side by a farm formerly 
of Jean Baptiste Labonté, now claimed by J. and F. Lasselle, and on the lower side by lands of the claimants. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Etienne Bissonet was in possession and occupancy of one tract, until he 
sold to Israel Ruland, who sold to Louis Bond, who sold to the claimants. ‘That Louis Cousineau was in possession 
and occupancy of two tracts, until he sold to Israel Ruland, who sold to Louis Bond, from whom the claimants 
have purchased. The deponent saith that about ten arpents are cultivated on the upper side of this claim, ne~t to 
the farm now claimed by J. and F. Lasselle, and have continued to be cultivated every year from 1796 to this day: 
a house and stables were formerly on the premises; the house is now burnt, the stables remain.—Postponed. 


No. 519. Jean Dusgav, administrator, &c.—The Board iook into consideration the claim of Jean Duseau, as 
administrator to the estate of the late Louis Cousineau, deceased, to a tract of land, situate on the south side of 
river Raisins; and the notice by him filed 17th instant was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrorr, December 17, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim, as administrator 
to the estate of the late Louis Cousineau, deceased, toa tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, con- 
taining five arpents in front by one hundred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by 
unlocated lands, above by Gabriel Godfroy, and below by Charles Lajoye. I claim by virtue of possession, occu- 
pancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom [ derive title. 

For Jean Duseavu, Administrator, &c. 
ANTOINE LASSELLE, Jun. 

This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred arpents, it being five arpents in front by one hundred and twenty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Gabriel Godfroy, and below 
by lands of Charles Lajoye. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Jean Baptiste Laplante was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to the late Louis Cousineau, deceased, who possessed the same until 
he died; since which time, the said Jean Duseau has tenanted the same for the heirs: twenty arpents are cultivated, 
and there is a grist-mill on the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant, as administrator, is entitled to the above de- 
scribed tract of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 519; and that he cause the 
same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the 
Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


_ No. 520. Amaste Betiair.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Amable Bellair to a tract of land, 
situate on Otter creek; and the notice by him filed 17th December was read in the words and figures following, 


to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 17, 1808. 


Take notice that [ now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of land, 
situate on Otter creek, containing six arpents in front by about forty in depth, bounded in front by Otter creek, in 
rear by river aux Vases, below by my own lands, and above by unlocated lands. I claim by virtue of possession, oc- 
cupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 

For AMABLE BELLAIR, 


ANTOINE LASSELLE, Jun. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpenis, it being six arpents in front by about forty in 
—_ bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by river aux Vases, below by my own lands, and above by unlocated 

ands. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession of the premises, and that he 
began to cultivate the same two years after, and has continued so to this day: eighteen or nineteen arpents are culti- 
vated and enclosed; there are no buildings on the premises, and never were.—Postponed. 


_ No. 521. Wittiam Knaces.—The Board took into consideration the claim of William Knaggs to a tract of land, 
situate on the south side of river Rasins; and the notice filed 17th December was read in the words and figures fol- 


lowing, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. ; 
Sir: Detroit, December 17, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by one hundred and twenty in 
depth, bounded in front by said river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by Francois Baron, and below by 
Joseph Bellair. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I 
derive title. 

For Witu1am Kwaces, 
ANTOINE LASSELLE, Jun. 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hun- 
dred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Francois 
Baron, and below by lands of Joseph Bellair. : 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Etienne Laviolette was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued until he sold to Paschal Bissonet, from whom the claimant has purchased, and has 
tenanted the same these eight years to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 521; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 522. Jean Barrisre Rosipov.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Robidou to a 
tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice filed 17th December was read in the words 


and figures following, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derkort, December 17, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing three arpents in front by sixty in depth, bounded in front 
by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, east and west by J. and F. Lasselle. [claim by virtue of possession, 
occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 

For Jean Baptiste Roziwov, 
ANTOINE LASSELLE, Jun. 
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This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and eighty arpents, it being three arpents in front by sixty in 
depth, bounded in front ii Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, east and west by lands of J. and F. Lasselle. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Chrysostom Villars was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to Hubert Lacroix, from whom the claimant has purchased; that this tract 
has been constantly cultivated since 1796 to this day: forty or fifty arpents are cultivated; a house, barn, and stables, 
are erected, and an orchard planted thereon. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited two deeds in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Know all men by these presents that we, Chrysostom Villars and Josette Villars, his wife, of the riverjRaisins, in 
the district of Erie, and territory of Michigan, for and in consideration of four hundred and fifty dollars, to us in hand 
aid by Hubert Lacroix, of the river, district, and territory aforesaid, the receipt whereof we do hereby acknow- 
edge, have sold, bargained, transferred, aliened, and confirmed, and do, by these presents, sell, bargain, transfer, 
alien, and confirm, unto the said Hubert Lacroix all our right, title, claim, and interest, in and to a certain farm, lot, 
tract, or parcel of land, situate, lying, and being, on the north side of said river Raisins, and bounded as follows, to 
wit: southerly and front by said river Raisins, on the western side by the lands and tenements of Jacques and Fran- 
cois Lasselle, in rear by vacant land, and on the eastern side also by lands claimed by said Jacques and Francois 
Lasselle, consisting of, or containing, three arpents in front, and running sixty arpents in rear, be the same more or 
less: to have and to hold the said farm, lot, tract, or parcel, of land to the said Hubert Lacroix, his heirs, executors, 
administrators, and assigns, with the house, out-houses, barn, stables, fences, and improvements, and all and singu- 
jar of the appurtenances and privileges thereunto in anywise belonging, to have and to hold forever. And we, the said 
Chrysostom Villars, and Josette Villars, his wife, do, by these presents, warrant and forever defend the said premises 
against the claim or claims of ourselves, our heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, and from the claim of all 
and every other person or persons whatever, (the claim of the Government of the United States only excepted,) free 
and clear from all bonds, mortgages, judgments, conveyances, or prior sales, of whatsoever name or nature. 
In testimony whereof, we, not knowing how to write, have caused our names to be written, have made our com- 
mon mark, and have hereunto affixed our seals, at river Raisins aforesaid, this twenty-cighth day of November, one 


thousand eight hundred and seven. 
CHRYSOSTOM VILLARS, his x mark. [1 s.] 
JOSETTE VILLARS, his x mark. [L. s.] 


Signed, sealed, and delivered, after being read and duly understood, in presence of us, 
Curist. Tutte, 
Joun BurBANk. 


Terrirory or Micuican, District of Erie: 


Know all men by these presents, that I, Hubert Lacroix, of the river Raisins, in the district of Erie, and terri- 
tory of Michigan, for and in consideration of five hundred dollars, lawful money of the United States, to me in 
hand _ paid by Jean Batiste Robidou, of river, district, and territory aforesaid, the receipt whereof I, the said Hu- 
bert Lacroix, do hereby acknowledge, have sold, bargained, transferred, and confirmed, and by these presents do 
sell, bargain, transfer, and confirm unto the said Jean Batiste Robidou all my right, title, claim, and interest in 
and to a certain farm, lot, tract, or parcel of Jand, situate, lying, and being on the northern side of said river 
Raisins, and bounded as follows, to wit: southerly and front by said river Raisins, on the western side by the lands 
and tenements of Jacques and Frangois Lasselle, in rear by vacant lands, and on the eastern side by lands also 
claimed by said Jacques afid Francois Lasselle, consisting of, or poe xp: three arpents in front, and running sixty 
arpents in depth, or near, be the same more or less: to have and to hold the said farm, lot, tract, or parcel of land, 
with the house, out-houses, barn, stables, fences, and improvements, and all and singular of the appurtenances and 
privileges thereunto in anywise belonging, to have and to hold forever. And I, the said Hubert Lacroix, do, by 
these presents, warrant and forever defend the said premises against the claims of myself, my heirs, executors, ad-~ 
ministrators, and assigns, and against the claims of all and every other person or persons whatsoever, (the claim of 
the Government of the United States only excepted,) free and clear from all*bonds, mortgages, or judgments, or 
prior sale, of whatsoever name or nature. ‘ 4 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name, and affixed my seal, at River Raisins aforesaid, this 


29th day of November, 1808. 
HUBERT LACROIX. [1. s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of us, 
Curist. Turte, 
JouNn Burpank. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 522; and that he cause the same to be 


surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 523. Gazriet Goprroy, Sen.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel Godfroy, Sen. to a 
tract of land, situate on the southwest side of river Rouges and the notice by him filed 17th instant was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detrorr, December 17, 1808. 
Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on the 
southwest side of river Rouge, containing, by estimation, two hundred arpents, it being four arpents in front by fifty 
in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the northwest by lands of Jacques and 
Francois Lasselle, and on the southeast by lands of Frangois Lafontaine. I claim title by virtue of possession, occu- 
pancy, and improvements made by me previous to 1796, or by those from whom I derive title. 
G. GODFROY. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred arpents, it being four arpents in front by fifty in depth, bounded e 
in front by river Rouge, in rear by unlocated lands, northwest by lands of J. and F. Lasselle, and southeast by 
lands of Francois Lafontaine. : 

Whereupon, John Cissne was brought forward as a witness in behaif of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Redmond Condon was in possession and occupancy of the 
i om and continued so until 1799, when he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and tenanted the same to 
this day. 

po thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 523; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
thaLand Office at Detroit. , ; 

nd then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 


Monpay, December 19, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 


ah Tuespay, December 20, 1808. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
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No. 524. THE LEGAL HEIRS oF JosEPH Voyer, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of the 
legal beirs of Joseph Voyer toa tract of land, situate on the river aos and the notice filed 15th June last by 
Joseph Voyer, agent in their behalf, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, June 15, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim, as agent and 
attorney for the heirs of the late Joseph Voyer, deceased, to a tract of land on the river Rouge, containing three 
arpents in front, extending in depth tothe lands of the St. Cosme family, bounded in front by said river Rouge, 
above by lands of John Conely, and below by lands of Louis Vesure, dit Laferté I claim and make title by virtue 
of possession, occupancy, ‘a improvements, made by the late Joseph Voyer or those from whom he derived title. 


JOSEPH VOYER., .fgent. 


This tract contains, by est:mation, —— arpents, it being three arpents in front extending in depth to the St. 
— lands, bounded in front by river Rouge, above by lands of John Conely, and below by lands of Louis 
aferté, Jun. 

Whereupon, Gabriel Godfroy, Sen. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Jacob Young was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to the late Joseph Voyer, deceased, in the year 1797, who possessed and 
occupied the same until he died; since which time, the claimant, as agent and attorney of the legal heirs, has tenanted 
the same to this day: a dwelling-house and barn are erected On the premises, and forty arpents are in cultivation. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 524; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. : 

No. 525. Gasriet Goprroy, Sen. AND HIS CHILDREN.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel 
Godfroy, Sen. in behalf of his children, to a tract of land, situate on the river Rouge, entailed to his children by his 
father, the late Jacques Godfroy, deceased, as per deed here annexed, which was entered with the former Commis- 
sioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 181, under the date of 25th January, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, arpents, it being three arpents in front, extending in depth to the St. 
Cosme line, bounded in front by river Rouge, on one side by lands of Miniche Labadi, and on the other side by lands 
now claimed by Claude Campeau. 

Whereupon, Pierre Chene was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day, and that the premises have been cultivated every year to this day: ten arpents are 
in cultivation, and a dwelling-house is erected thereon. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Pro. Haut Canapa, Detroit, District de l’ Ouest: 
Par devant Francois Deruisseaux Bellcour, notaire au Detroit, y résidant, et témoins soussignés, fut présent !e 

Sieur Jacques Godfroy, pére, demeurant dans la coté du sud-ouest de la paroisse de Ste. Anne, de ce district, lequel re- 
connoit par ces présentes avoir, de son bon gré, quitté, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et 4 toujours, avec 
garantie de tous troubles, dons, douaires, dettes, hypothéques, évictions, aliénations, et de tous autres empechements 
générallement quelconque, au Sieur Gabriel Godfroy, son fils, demeurant aussi dans la coté et paroisse susiittes,. 
a ce présent et acceptant, pour en jouir en usufruit sa vie durante seulement, un arpent de terre de front sur quarante 
de profondeur, sise et située au nord de la riviére du dit Detroit, tenant d’un cote & l’est-nord-est & la terre du feu 
Alexis Bienvenu Delisle, et du cété l’ouest-sud-ouest a celle du dit acceptant, de méme que deux esclaves, sept 
boeuts et vaches, deux chevaux, quatre cochons, une charrette garnie, une chaine complette, deux haches, deux pioches, 
un harnois, deux lits garnis, une marmitte, une poéle a frire, une douzaine d’assiettes, six cuilliers et six fourchettes 
d’argent, un goblet d’argent, et plusieurs autres meubles de menage; voulant et entendant le dit Sieur Jacques God- 
froy, que son dit fils, Gabriel Godfroy, jouisse du dit arpent de terre et des dites batiments susconstruits, ainsy 
que des autres articles susmentionnés, sa vie durante, comme dit est, sans pouvoir ny vendre, engager, ou échanger 
les dits biens, sous aucune pretexte que ce soit, ni d’aucune maniere que ce puisse étre; et aprés Ta mort du dit Ga- 
briel Godfroy, le dit arpent de terre, et les autres biens susmentionnés, appartiendront aux entants du dit Gabrie! 
Godlroy, & qui le dit Sieur Jacques Godfroy, leur grand-pére, donne le tout, ainsy q’une terre sise 4 gauche en 
montant la riviére Rouge, tenant d’un cété & Miniche Labadi, et de l’autre coté a Toussaint Chene, et par der- 
riére joignant les terres de St. Cosme; le tout pour étre partagé entre eux, égallement, voulant qu’ils, ou leurs 
hoirs, ayant cause & l’avenir, en jouissent et disposent, comme (un bien & eux appartenant, aussitdt aprés le déces 
de leur pére, le dit sieur donateur, leur grand-pere, leur transportant 4 cet effet, tous droits de propriété, noms, 
raisons, actions, et tous autres droits qu’il a et pouvait avoir en et sur les dits biens, a eux données par ces présentes, 
et qu’il soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il = en vertu des dits présentes. 
Cette donaison et délaissement, ainsy fait 4 la charge par le dit Gabriel Godfroy, pour l’usufruit des dits biens. de 
loger, nourrir, coucher, chaufler, et éclairer le dit sieur Jacques Godfroy, son pére, sa vie durante, de le bien traiter 
tant en santé qu’en maladie, et auquel cas de maladie, de le soigner et faire soigner, comme il convient, et de lui 
fournir toutes les douceurs necessaires: et lors qu’il plaira 4 Dieu de disposer de lui, de le faire inhumer décem- 
ment, et de faire dire cinquante messes basses pour Je repos de son ame, ce dont le dit Gabriel Godfroy se charge 
d’exécuter ponctue!lement. Car ainsy sont expressement convenu les parties, de bonne foy, promettant et obli- 
geant, &c. : ¥ ; ; bi oer 

Fait et passé au dit Detroit, dans la province du Haut Canada, en la maison de résidence des dits sieurs dona- 
teur et donataire, le quinziéme jour de Juin, mil sept cent quatre-vingt-quinze, avant midi, et ont signé et sceilé, 
aprés lecture faitte suivant l’ordonnance, ainsy signé & la minute. 

— GODFROY. 


GAB. GODFROY. 





Présence de 
J. Bre. Cicorte, __ 
Jacques Goprroy, Fils. | ; 
¥rs. Dx. Bzticour, Notaire Public. (1. s.] 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant and his children are entitled to the above 
described tract of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 525; and that they 
cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of and therein contained, to be returned 
to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 526. Antone LasseLie, Jun.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Antoine Lasselle, Jun. to a 
tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed 19th instant was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

Siti Derrort, December 19, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing four arpents in front by one hundred and twenty 
in depth, bounded in front by said river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Robert ‘Tonton Na- 
varre, and below by lands of Antoine Campeau. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements 


made by me or those from whom I derive title. , s 
ANTOINE LASSELLE, Jun. 




















¢ 
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This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and eighty arpents, it being four arpents in front by one hundred 
and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Robert, dit 
Tonton Navarre, and below by lands of Antoine Campeau. P 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Batiste Couture was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to Etienne Navarre, who sold to Jacques and Francois Lasselle, from 
whom the claimant has purchased and has possessed and tenanted the same to this day: about eighty arpents are cul- 
tivated; a valuable dwelligg-house, barn, and a number of out-houses are erected thereon.—Postponed. 

No. 527. J. anp F. Lasserie.—The Board took into consideration the claim of J. and F, Lasselle to a tract o! 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice filed 19th instant was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit: . 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 19, 1808. 


Take notice that we now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing two arpents in front by one hundred in depth, bounded _in 
front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by our own lands, and below by Alexis Lorranger. We 
claim by virtue of uninterrupted possession, occupancy, and improvements made by us previous to the Ist July, 


1796, and continued down to this day. ForJ. and F. L 
or J. and F. Lassie, 


AN TOINE LASSELLE, Junior. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred arpents, it being two arpents in front by one hundred in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of the claimants, and below by lands 
of Alexis Lorranger. ; ; ; ; 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Bourdon was in possession and occupancy of the premises, as 
tenant of the claimants, who have caused the premises to be cultivated every year without interruption to this day: 


twelve arpents are cultivated, &c. a ; ; 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract o: 


land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 527; and that they cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 528. THe nerrs oF CaTHarinE Goprroy, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of the 
heirs of Catharine Godirvy, deceased, to a tract of land, situate on Rocky river; and the notice filed 19th instant by 
Gabriel Godfroy, in their behalf, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 19, 1808. 


Please take notice that we claim title to a tract of Jand in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
Rocky river, containing, by estimation, four hundred and fifty arpents, it being four and a half arpents in front by 
one hundred arpents in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by Swan creek or unlocated lands, on the 
south and east by lands of the United States, and on the north and west by lands claimed by the claimants. We 
claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made thereon prior to the Ist of July, 1796, and 


continued to this day. 
For the heirs of the late CarHarine GopFroy, 


G. GODFROY. 

This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and fifty arpents, it being four and a half arpents in front by one 
hundred in depth, and is bounded as in the notice above. 

Whereupon, Baptiste Solo was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Gabriel Godtroy had Fili Desnoyer and Pierre Dufour as 
tenants on the premises, and has continued to cause the same to cultivated every year to this day: more than twenty 
arpents are cultivated.—Postponed. 

No. 529. Tue HeEmrs or Catruarine Goprroy, deceased. —The Board took into consideration the claim of the 
heirs of Catharine Godfroy, deceased, to a tract of land, situate on Rocky river; and the notice filed 19th instant by 
Gabriel Godfroy, in their behalf, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derroit, December 19, 1808. 


Take notice that we claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on Rocky 
river, containing, by estimation, four hundred and fifty arpents, it being four and a half arpents in front by one hundred 
in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by Swan creek, or ynlocated lands, on the south and east 
and north and west by lands claimed by the claimants. We claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and im- 
provements made thereon previous to the year 1796, and continued to this day. 

For the heirs of the late CarHarine Goprroy, 


G. GODFROY. 


This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and fifty arpents, it being four and a half arpents in front by 
one hundred in depth, and is bounded as in the notice above. 

Whereupon, Israel Rulaud was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Gabriel Godtroy had tenants on the premises, and has continued 
to cause the same to be cultivated every year to this day: ten or twelve arpents are cultivated, and a house erected 
thereon.—Postponed. 

No. 530. THe neirs or CarHARINE Goprroy, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of the 
heirs of Catharine Godlroy, deceased, to a tract of land, situate on Rocky river; and the notice filed 19th instant by 
Gabriel Godfroy, in their behalf, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
a Derrorr, December 19, 1808. 
Please take notice that we claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
Rocky river, containing, by estimation, four hundred and fifty arpents, it being four and a half arpents in front by one 
hundred in depth, bounded in front by said river, in rear by Swan creek or unlocated lands, on the south and east, 
north and west,tby lands claimed by the claimants. We claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improve- 
ments made thereon previous to the year 1796, and continued to this day. 
For the heirs of Carnarine Goprroy, 
G. GODFROY. 
This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and fifty arpents, it being four and a half arpents in front by one 
hundred in depth, and is bounded as in the notice. 
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Whereupon, Israe! Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Gabriel Godfroy had tenants on the premises; that Brock, 
one of the tenants has been cultivating the same these ten or twelve years, and that this tract has been cultivated 
every year to this day: a house and barn are erected, and about sevenacres are cultivated.—Postponed. 


No. 531. Tue weirs or Carnarine Goprroy, deceased.—The Board took into consideration another claim of 
the heirs of Catharine Godfroy, deceased, toa tract of land, situate on Rocky rivers and the notice filed 19th instant 
by Gabriel Godfroy, in their behalf, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: Detroit, December 19, 1808. 


Please take notice that we claim title to a tract of Jand in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
Rocky river, containing, by estimation, three hundred and fifty arpents, it being three and a half arpents in front 


‘by one hundred in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by Swan creek or unlocated Jands, on the south 


and east by lands claimed by the claimants, and on the north and west by lands claimed by Gabriel Godfroy, senior. 
We claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made thereon previous to the year 1796, and 
continued to this day. 

For the heirs of the late Carnarinr Goprroy 


G. GODFROY. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and fifty arpents, it being three and a half arpents in front by 
one hundred in depth, and is bounded as in the notice. : 

Whereupon, Baptiste Solo was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the 1st of July, 1796, Gabriel Godfroy had tenants on the premises, and caused 
the premises to be cultivated every year to this day: four acres are in cultivation and under fence.—Postponed: 

No. 532, Gasrizt Goprroy, senior.—The Board tuok into consideration the claim of Gabriel Godfroy, senior, 
to a tract of land, situate on Rocky river; and the notice by him filed 19th instant was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 

To the Register of the United States’? Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derroit, December 19, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
Rocky river, containing, by estimation, six hundred and thirty-seven arpents, it being thirteen arpents in front by 
forty-nine in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the south and east by lands 
claimed by the heirs of the late Catharine Godfroy, and north and west by unlucated lands. I claim this tract (to 
the exception of two arpents in front by two in depth, which I have sold to George Meldrum) by virtue of posses- 
sion, occupancy, and improvements made by me previous to 1796, and continued to this date. 

G. GODFROY. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and thirty-seven arpents, it being thirteen arpents in front by 
forty-nine arpents in depth, and is bounded as in the notice. 

Whereupon, Israel] Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession, and kept tenants on the prem- 
ises, and has continued to cause the same to be cultivated every year to this day: a house is erected, and three arpents 
cultivated. —Postponed. 

No. 533. Gasrie, Goprroy, senior.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel Godfroy, senior, 
to a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed the 20th instant was read in 
the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
SIR: Detroit, December 20, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
the north side of river Raisins, containing, by estimation, five hundred and seventy-five arpents, it Ceae five and 
three-fourths arpents in front by one hundred in depth, bounded in front by said river, in rear by unlocated lands, 
on the west by lands claimed by Amable Bellair, and on the east by lands claimed by Gabriel Godfroy, Jun., formerly 
the property of Peter Demarce. [! claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me 
thereon previous to the year 1796, and continued to this date. 

G. GODFROY. 


This tract contains, by estimation, five iundred and seventy-five arpents, it being five and three-fourths arpents 
in front by one hundred in depth, and is bounded as in the notice above. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Amable Bellair cultivated about six arpents, as tenant to the 
claimant, and has continued so to this day. 

Baptiste Solo, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Etienne Jacob 
cultivated about twelve arpents, as tenant of the claimant, and continued until about a year.ago, when he ceased to 
cultivate.—Postponed. 

No. 534. Gasriet Goprroy, senior.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel Godfroy, senior, 
to a tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed the 20th December instant 
was read in the words and figures following, to*wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: : 
Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on the 
south side of river Raisins, containing, by estimation, three hundred arpents, it being three arpents in front by one - 
hundred in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the west by lands claimed by 
Joseph Bellair, and on the east by lands claimed by the heirs of Joseph Cousineau. I claim title by virtue of posses- 
sion, occupancy, and improvements made by me thereon previous to the year 1796, or by those from whom I derive 


title. 
G. GODFROY. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred arpents, it being three arpents in front by one hundred in depth, 
bounded as in the notice. , . , 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Fontaine cultivated the premises, as tenant to the 
claimant, until ten years ago, since which the claimant has caused the same to be cultivated every year to this day, 
by tenants: there are about twenty-six arpents under cultivation. | ; ' ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 534; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 
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No. 535. Isaac Rutanp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Isaac Ruland toa tract of land, situate 
on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed the 19th instant was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 

To Peter Aupratn, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

Sir: Detrorr, December 10, 1808. 

; You will take notice that I now make entry of my lands in your office, lying and being on the south side of 
river Raisins, containing five acres, or arpents, in front by one hundred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by said 
river, on the east by lands of the late Robert Irwin, on the west by lands of Israel and Joseph Ruland, and on the 
south by unoccupied lands, which I hold by purchase from Israel Ruland, by his deed bearing date.the 20th July, 
1807, and by improvements. 

For Isaac Rutanp, 


ISRAEL RULAND. 


This tract contains, by estimation, about six hundred acres, or arpents, it being five acres or arpents in front by 
one hundred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, east by lands of 
the late Robert Irwin, deceased, and west by lands claimed by Israel and Joseph Ruland. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witnessin behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Dominique Drouillard and Chatelreaux were in possession 
and uccupancy of the premises, and continued so until they sold to Israel Ruland, from whom the claimant has pur- 
se as per deed mee a house is erected thereon; fifteen to twenty arpents are cultivated; there is an 
orchard. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited the following deed, to wit: 


Know all men by these presents, that I, Israel Ruland, of the district of Erie, and territory of Michigan, in con- 
sideration of the sum of six hundred dollars, lawful money of the United States, to me in hand paid by Isaac Ru- 
land, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have given, granted, bargained, sold, and aliened, and do by 
these presents give, grant, bargain, sell, and alien unto him, the said Isaac Ruland, his heirs and assigns, forever, all 
that certain tract or parcel of land, situate, lying, and being on the south side of river Raisins, containing five acres 
or arpents in front by one hundred and twenty indepth. bounded in front by the said river, on the east by the farm 
of the late Robert Irwin, ard on the west by the lands of Israel Ruland, together with the houses, fences, and every 
other improvement thereto belonging: to have and to hold the same granted and bargained premises, with the appur- 
tenances, hereby warranting and defending the same'unto him, the said Isaac Ruland, his heirs and assigns, forever, 
the claim of the Government of the United States of America only excepted. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my seal, the twentieth day of July, 1807. 


ISRAEL RULAND. [1 s.] 
Sealed, signed, and delivered, in the presence of 
Rosert Grass, 
Joun BurBANK. 
Territory oF Micuican, District of Erie, ss. 


__, Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the Justices assigned to keep the peace in and for the 
district aforesaid, the within subscribing Israel Ruland, who acknowledged the within to be his own free and 
voluntary act and deed. Given under my hand this 23d day of November, A. D. 1808. 


CHRIST. TUTLE, J. P. D. E£. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 535; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 536, Israrn Rutanxp anp JosepH Rutanp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Israel Ruland 
and Joseph Ruland to a tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by them filed on the 
19th instant was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Aupratn, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 17, 1808. 


You will please take notice that I now make entry of our land in your office, lying and being on the south side 
of river Raisins, containing about five acres in front, more or less, by one hundred and twenty in depth, bounded 
on the east by Giles Barns, on the west by Robert Glass, on the front by said river Raisins, and on the south by 
lands unoccupied, which I hold by purchase and improvements. 

For Joseru Rutanp and self, 
ISRAEL RULAND. 


This tract contains, by estimation, about six hundred acres, being about five acres in front by one hundred and 
twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, east*by lands of Giles Barnes, and 
west by lands of Robert Glass. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Gendron was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and continued so unti iis sold to Francois Couture, who sold to Baptiste Lasselle, who sold to the claimants, who 
have possessed and occupied the same to this day: about fifteen arpents are cultivated, and a house is built thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 536; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


_ No. 537. [srart Rutanp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Israel Ruland to a tract of land, 
situate on the north side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed the 19th instant was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 6, 1808. 


_. You will please take notice that I now make entry of my lands in your office, lying on the north side of river 
Raisins, and bounded on the east by Antoine Campeanu, on the west by Alexis Lorranger, and in front by said river, 
containing, in all, three acres in front by one hundred in depth, which I hold by purchase from Joseph Reaume, and 


by possession and improvement. 
ISRAEL RULAND. 


This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred acres, it being three acres in front by one hundred in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, east by lands of Antoine Campeau, and west by lands 
of Alexis Lorranger. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist J uly, 1796, Joseph Drouillard was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to Joseph Reaume, from whom the claimant has purchased, who has caused 
the same to be cultivated every year to this day: about thirteen arpents are cultivated. 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No, 537; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

No. 538. Israe. Rutaxo.—The Beard took into consideration the claim of Israel Ruland to a tract of land, 
situate on the south side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. L, page 77, under the date of November 12, 1805. ; 

This tract contains. by estimation, six hundred arpents, it being five arpents in front by one hundred and twenty 
iu depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, west by lands of Ichabod Leach, and east 
by lands of isaac Ruland. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Joseph Chatelreaux and Pierre Delorier were in possession and 
occupancy of the premises, and continued so until they sold to the claimant, who has caused the same to be culti- 
vated every year to this day: about twenty arpents are cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 538; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 539. GasrreL Goprroy, Sen.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel Godfroy, Sen. to a 
tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 


‘ To the Register of the Land Office at Detrott. 
Sir: 
Please take notice that [ claim title toa tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
the south side of river Raisins, containing, by estimation, five hundred arpents, being five arpents in front by one 
hundred in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, on the west by lands claimed by 
Franevis Lionard, and on the east by lands claimed by the claimant. I claim title by virtue of possession, occu- 
pancy, and improvements made by me thereon previous to the year 1796, or by those from whom | derive title. 


G. GODFROY. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. ; 
Whereupon, Baptiste Solo was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 


deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Antoine Nadault was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises until he sold to Medard Couture, from whom the claimant has purchased, and has caused the same to be cul- 
tivated every year to this day: about fifteen arpents are cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 539; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

7 Board reconsidered the claim of Meldrum and Park, (No. 255,) which was postponed on the 2d day of Au- 
gust last. : . : ' : : , 

And thereupon Nicholas Goiiin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, in the year 1792, Re, the deponent, lived on the premises, as tenant to the claimants, 
and continued four years; and that, since that time to this day, the claimants have constantly kept tenants on the 
premises: a house and a saw mill are erected thereon, and five or six arpents are cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that yb have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 255; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 540. Gasrret Goprroy, Sen.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel Godfroy, Sen. toa 
tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 181, under the date of January 25, 1505. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded on one side by lands of Jacques Lasselle, and on the other side by lands of the claimant. 

Whereupon, Baptiste Solo was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Medard Couture was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and caused the same to be cultivated every 
year to this day: a frame of a house is erected thereon, and six arpents are cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 540; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 


And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. ' 
Wenpnespay, December 21, 1808. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 541. James Conner anp Curistian CLemens-—The Board took into consideration the claim of James Con- 
ner and Christian Clemens to a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Huron; and the notice by them filed 


this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 21, 1808. 


Please take notice that we claim title to a tract of Jand in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
the north side of river Huron, containing, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being sixteen acres in 
front by forty in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the east by lands claimed 
by Peter Downan, and on the west by lands claimed by John Conner. We claim title by virtue of possession, occu- 
pancy, and improvements made thereon previous to the year 1796, and continued to this date. 

JAMES CONNER, 
CHRISTIAN CLEMENS. 


Sir: 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. ; ; 
hereupon, Henry Conner was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 


WwW 

deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, John Chartion was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and, to the best of the deponent’s knowledge, remained thereon five years. Henry Tucker then took posses- 
sion of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimants, who have caused the same to be cultivated 
ee year to this day: about six acres are cultivated; a house is built, and an orchard is planted thereon.—Post- 
poned. 

No. 542. Curisrian CLemens, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Christian Clemens, Esq. 
to a tract of land, situate on the south side of river Huron, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 314, under the date of 30th November, 1805. 
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This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres. and is bounded as follows: in front by river Hu- 
ron, in rear by unlocated lands, below by lands of James Abbott, Esq., and above by unlocated lands. 

Whereupon, James Conner was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, a Jong time previous to the Ist July, 1796, the premises were improved by Edward Hazel, 
and continued so until he sold to the late James Abbott, Esq. deceased, who sold to James: Abbott, Esq. his son; that 
the claimant went in possession under James Abbott, and has continued to possess and cultivate the same to this day. 
‘Twenty acres are cultivated, and a house and stables are built on the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No, 542; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. z 

No. 543. Francots Durocne.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francois Duroché to a tract of 
land, situate on the first fork of the river Rouge, and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrorr, October 29, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, my claim to a tract of land, 
situate, lying, and being on the first fork of the river Rouge, containing eight acres in front by twenty in depth, 
bounded in front by lands granted to James Baby, Esq. on which his mills are situated, on the northeast by uncon- 
ceded lands, and on the southwest by lands claimed by the widow and heirs of Joseph Lorain, deceased. I claim 
and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me. cl 

FRANCOIS DUROCHE, his x mark. 
Witness, Perer AupRAIN. 


Whereupon, Charles Chovin was brought forward as a witness in behalf the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the first July, 1796, the claimant was in possession, and cultivated the premises, 
and has continued to cultivate the same every year to this day. One-fourth arpent is cultivated and enclosed, and 
a small hut is built on its; more than ten arpents in meadow are enclosed. Postponed. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of James Conner, (No. 136,) which was postponed the 13th June last. 

Whereupon, Christian Clemens was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, (leposed and said, that, for nine years past, the deponent has seen the premises in cultivation and under 
fence; about five or six arpents are cultivated, and a house is érected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the abové described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 136; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 544. Joseru.Camprav.--The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Campeau to a tract of Jand. 
situate at the Pointe & Guinolette, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit. 
in vol 2, page 43, under the date of 31st December, 1805. eh 

This tract contains, by estimation, eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in 
front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by lands of Thomas. Tremblé, and on the other side 
by lands of Etienne Duchesne. : 

Whereupon Michael Duchesne was brought forward as a_witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the 1st July, 1796, Pierre Duchesne was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has caused the same to be cultivated every year to this 
day. About twenty arpents are cultivated, and there is a house erected on the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 544; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, aud a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 545. JoserH Campeau.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Campeau to a tract of land 
situate on the south side of river Huron, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at 
Detroit, in vol. 2, page 43, under the date of 31st December, 1805. , 

This tract contains, by estimation, —— arpents, it being three arpents in front, extending in depth to lake St. 
Clair. bounded on one side by Louis Campeau, Esq. and on the hee side by lands of Louis Maure. 

Whereupon, Michael Duchesne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has caused the same to be cultivated every year to this day; about thirty arpents are cultivated. : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 545; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 546. Henry Conner.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Henry Conner to atract of land 
situate on the north side of river Huron, and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures fol- 
lowing, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 21, 1808. 


Please to take notice that T now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, my claim to a 
tract of land, situate on the north side of river Huron, bounded in front by said river, on the east side by the north 
branch of said river, and running up the main river Huron sixteen acres, and bounded on the upper side and rear by 
unlocated lands, containing, in the whole, six hundred and forty acres. I claim title to said tract of land by virtue 


of possession, occupancy, and improvement. : 
HENRY CONNER. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the notice above. 

Whereupon, James Conner was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said, that, several years previous to the Ist July, 1796, he saw the claimant ploughing the land, and 
that, in the year 1804, when the deponent returned from the Indian country, the claimant was cultivating the pre- 
mises, and then a house was erected thereon. 

Francis Guy, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that, about six or seven years ago, he, the depo- 
nent, helped the claimant ‘to erect fences, and clear part of the tract, and that the claimant has been in possession 
and occupancy, and cultivated the premises to this day; seven or eight acres are cultivated, and a dwelling and 
a still-house are erected on the premises. 7 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 546; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register.of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the iain adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 
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‘ Tuurspay, December 22, 1808. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 547. JonarHan ScurEFFELIN.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jonathan Schieffelin to a 
tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Land’ Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 57, under the date of 7th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred arpents, it being about six arpents in front by one hundred in 
depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by lands of Gabriel Godfroy, and 
on the other side by lands of Louis St. Amour. . 

pi pe pac Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the land was improved,a house being built thereon, and some land 
cultivated; that, about 1796 or 1797, one Bordman lived on the premises, and informed the deponent that he was tenant 
to Smith and Schieftelin, and expected to purchase the premises; that he was then ploughing, and his son erecting 
fences; that, four years after, he, the deponent, was present when Pierre Demars made an agreement with Jonathan 
Schieffelin to go and Jive on the premises as tenant of said Schieffelin; and that he went immediately, built on it, 
and “we thereon until he died; that Schieffelin had promised Demars the preference, if he should sell it. Post- 
poned, 

No. 548. Tue Leeat Heirs oF Bensamin Tipper, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of 
the legal heirs of Benjamin Tibbet, deceased, to a tract of land on the south side of river Raisins, which was entered 
with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 75, under the date of 14th Jan- 
uary, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty acres, it being three acres in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, east by lands of Jean Louis Bellair, and west by 
lands of ‘Thomson Maxwell. ; 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Etienne Jacob was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued thereon until he sold to the deponent, who sold to Samuel Egnew, who sold to Benjamin ‘Tib- 
bet, who continued until he died; since which time, the heirs have continued to cultivate the premises to this date. 
About thirty acres are under improvements. There is a dwelling-house and a number of out-houses on the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 548; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 
Frivay, December 23, 1808. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of Michael Doussman to a right of pre-emption toa tract of land, situate on 
the island of Michillimackinack, which was postponed on the 18th day of October last, (No. 324.) 

Whereupon, Thomas Cowles was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, in 1804, there was a house erected on the premises, and a number of fruit trees thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the right of preference to the 
above described tract of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 324; and that he 
return the same, together with a receipt from the Receiver of Public Moneys, for at least one-fourth part of the 
purchase money, to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit, on or before the first day of January next. 


No. 549. THE HEIRS OR LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF WitiiamM Macomps, deceased.—The Board took into con- 
sideration the first claim of the heirs or legal representatives of William Macomb, deceased, to wit: John, Wil- 
liam, and David Macomb, to a tract of land situate on river Detroit; and the notice filed by Solomon Sibley, their 
agent, on the 2Ist instant, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’? Land Office at Detroit, territory of Michigan. 
Sir: Detrroir, December 17, 1808. 


@ Notice is hereby given to the Commissioners of the said United States’ Land Office at Detroit, for their land 
district of Detroit, and territory of Michigan, that the heirs and legal representatives of William Macomb, Esq. 
late of Detroit, deceased, make claim and entry of and to a certain tract of land or farm, of six hundred and forty 
acres, lying and being situate on the upper end or head of Gross Isle, in said district and territory, which is des- 
ignated and bounded, upon the plot of survey of said island herewith filed, as follows, to wit: Beginning at a post 
on the east border of said Gross Isle, being north eighteen degrees, west four chains and fifty links from Goodale’s 
lime-kiln, so called, and east from the south end of the horse mill; then running west across the island ninety chains, 
more or less, to the west border of said Gross Isle; then northeasterly, along the east side of the marsh to the east 
side of Gross Isle, to Williams’s improvements, so called; then down stream, along the rivage, to the place of begin- 
ning: bounded to the south bya proposed road leading across said islands which said tract of land is designated 
upon the said plan of survey by letter A, and the boundaries by the letters a, b, c, d; which said tract of land or 
farm, so set forth and described, the heirs or legal representatives of the said William Macomb, deceased, to wit, 
John, Williarn, and David Macomb, claim to have and to hold, to them and their heirs, by virtue of long and unin - 
terrupted possession, occupancy,and improvements, had, made, and done thereon by themselves, their agents, and 
the said William Macomb, deceased, and those under whom they claim and derive title, in and to the said tract of 
land, which claim and title they are ready to substantiate and prove, &c. ; 

For the heirs and legal representatives of Wirt1am Macomp, Esq. deceased, 
SOLOMON SIBLEY, Aitorney and Agent. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. “\ 

Whereupon, Jacob Eiler was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the. Ist July, 1796, Thomas Williams was living on the premises, as a tenant of 
the late William Macomb, and continued on about two years; after which time, William Serret tenanted its after- 
wards, Justice Allen rented it; after Allen, Jesse Hicks lived on it, and has remained thereon to this day, and paid 
rent to Mr. Angus McIntosh, agent of the estate, until last year. ‘There is a house and a horse mill on the pre- 
mises, and about one hundred and fifty acres have been improved. 

Joseph Bariau, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that Jesse Hicks has paid rent to Mr. McIn- 
tosh every year, except this year. _ f 

The claimants, in support of their claim, produced a legal copy of the last will and testament of the late Wil- 
liam Macomb, their father, deceased, from which the following is extracted, to wit: 


“* [ give and devise unto my sons, John Macomb, William Macomb, and David Macomb, to be equally appor- 
tioned between them, all the messuages, houses, lands, tenements, farms, and hereditaments whatsoever or where- 
soever to me belonging, or in any manner appertaining, or which I may have any right, title, or claim unto, whether 
the same be held in fee soccage, under Indian grants, or other tenure whatsoever.” ° 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 549; and that they cause the same 
to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. 
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__ No. 550. THE HEIRS AND LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF Witt1am Macoms, deceased.—The Board took into con- 
sideration the second claim of the heirs and legal representatives of William Macomb, deceased, to a tract of 
land, situate on river Detroit; and the notice filed by Solomon Sibley, their agent, on the 21st instant, was read in 
the words and figures following, to wit: : 


To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, in the territory of Michigan. 


Sr: Detroit, December 17, 1808. 


The heirs and legal representatives of William Macomb, Esq. late of Detroit, deceased, give notice of claim, 
and make entry with the Commissioners of the said United States’ Land Office at Detroit, for their district of De- 
troit, and territory of Michigan, of a certain farm or tract of land of six hundred and forty acres, situated and 
lying upon Gross Isle, in said district and territory; which said tract of land is designated and bounded upon and b 
the plot of survey, as follows, to wit: Beginning at a post on the east border of said Gross Isle, bearing north 
eighteen degrees; west, four chains fifty links from Goodale’s lime-kiln, so called; and east, from the south end of 
the horse mill 3 then down stream, along the border of said Gross Isle, to a post planted in the southing of sixty-two 
chains, and bearing from the front gate of the mansion house, so called, south, ten degrees, east, twenty-eight chains; 
then west, one hundred and eighteen chains, more or less, to the west border of said Gross Isle; then northerly, up 
stream, along the rivage or bank of said island, to the southwest angle of section A, upon said plans then east, to 
the place of beginning: which said tract is designated upon said plot of precd by letter B, and the lines by letters 
a, d, e, b, a; to which said tract of land, above described, the said heirs and legal representatives of said William 
Macomb, deceased, to wit, John, William, and David Macomb, make title, and claim, by virtue of long possession, 
occupancy, and valuable improvements had, made, and done in, to, and upon said premises, by themselves, and the 
said William Macomb, deceased, from and under whom they claim and derive title to the same, &c.: 

For the heirs and legal representatives of Wi1tt1am Macomp, deceased, 
SOLOMON SIBLEY, “gent and Attorney. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Jacob Eiler was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late William Macomb, deceased, was in possession and 
occupancy of the premises, and kept tenants thereon, [to wit, Edward McCarty, James Anderson, and Joseph 
Bariau, and that every year, from that time to this day, tenants have been kept on the premises. About sixty-two 
acres are in cultivation; three houses, one barn, and several out-houses are erected thereon. Sits 

Joseph Bariau, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that he went and lived on the premises in the 
year 1797, as tenant of William Macomb’s heirs, and then found three houses, one barn, and one stable built; that 
about sixty-five acres are cultivated, and that tenants have been kept on the premises to this day. ek 

The claimants, in support of their claim, produced a legal copy of the last will and testament of the late William 
Macomb, deceased, from which the following is extracted, to wit: 


**T give and devise unto my sons, John Macomb, William Macomb, and David Macomb, to be equally apportioned 
between them, all the messuages, houses, lands, tenements, farms, and hereditaments whatsoever or wheresoever to 
me belonging, or in any manner appertaining, or which I may have any right, title, or claim unto, whether the same 
be held in fee soccage, under Indian grants, or other tenure whatsoever,” &c. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 550; and that they cause the same 
to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 551. THe HEIRS AND LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF WiLL1aM Macoms, deceased.—The Board took into con- 
sideration the claim of the heirs and legal representatives of William Macomb, deceased, to a tract of land situate 
on river Detroit; and the notice filed the 21st instant by Solomon Sibley, their agent, was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, territory of Michigan. 
Sir: Derrorr, December 17, 1808. 


The heirs and legal representatives of William Macomb, Esq., late of Detroit, Weceased, give notice to the 
Commissioners of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, that they make claim and set up title, to have confirmed 
and granted to themselves, their heirs and assigns, a certain tract of land, or farm, situated upon Gross Isle, in said 
district and territory of Michigan, containing six hundred and forty acres, with the improvements thereon made; 
and which said tract of and, upon the plot and survey herewith filed, is bounded and described as follows, to wit: 
Beginning ata post planted on the east border of said Gross Isle, bearing south ten degrees, east twenty-eight chains, 
from the front gate of the mansion, being the southeast angle of section B, marked on said plot; then west eighty- 
five chains, more or less, to the intersection of a meridian line, the division of the eastern and western sections to a 
proposed road, as per said plot; then south, along said line, or road, seventy-five chains; then east, to the east border 
of said Gross Isle; then —- up stream, to the place of beginning: which said tract of land above mentioned is 
marked C upon said plot, and the lines designated by d, f, , A, ds; to which said tract.of land, or farm, above 
described, the heirs and legal representatives of the said William Macomb, deceased, make claim and title by virtue 
of ancient, long, and continued possession, occupancy, and valuable improvements, in and by themselves, and the 
said William Macomb, deceased, under whom they claim, by themselves and their agents, in and upon said tract of 
land, to wit, from a time prior to the first day of July, 1796, down to the present time, which they are ready to prove 
and substantiate according to law. 


For the heirs and legal representatives of Wint1am Macomp, deceased, 
SOL. SIBLEY, gent and Attorney. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. ; 

Whereupon, Jacob Eiler was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late William Macomb was in possession and 
tenanted the premises; that John Johnston was living on the premises in}1796, as a tenant of said William Macomb; 
and that the premises have been occupied and cultivated by tenants every year to this day; that about forty-two 
acres are cultivated; two dwelling houses are erected thereon. ; 

Joseph Bariau, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that he went and lived-on the island in 1797; 
that he found improvements made; and that, from 1796 to this day, tenants have been kept on the premises, and 
have paid rent to Mr. McIntosh, agent, &c. 

The claimants, in support of their claim, produced a legal copy of the last will and testament of the late William 
Macomb, deceased, their father, from which the following is extracted, to wit: 


_ “T give and devise unto my sons, John Macomb, William Macomb, and David Macomb, to be equally appor- 
tioned between them, all the messuages, houses, lands, tenements, farms, and hereditaments whatsoever or where- 
soever to me belonging, or in any manner appertaining, or which I may have any right, title, or claim unto, whether 
the same be held in fee soccage, under Indian grants, or other tenure whatsoever,” &c. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 551; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 
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__ No. 552, THe HEIRS AND LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF WiLt1am Macome, deceased.—The Board took into con- 
sideration the claim of the heirs and legal representatives of William Macomb, deceased, to a tract of land, situate 
on river Detroit; and the notice filed the 2st inst. by Solomon Sibley, their agent, was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 

To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, in the territory of Michigan. 
Sir: Detroit, December 17, 1808. 


The legal heirs and representatives of William Macomb, Esq., late of Detroit, deceased, give notice to the 
Commissioners of the said United States’ Land Office at Detroit, for the district of Detroit, and territory of Michigan, 
that they claiin and make title, to have confirmed and granted to them and their heirs, a ceriain tract of land, situate 
upon Gross Isle in said district and territory, containing six hundred and forty acres, more or less, with the im- 
provements thereon made, and which said tract of land is designated and bounded by plot of survey filed herewith, 
as follows, to wit: Beginning ata post planted upon the east border of said Gross Isle, bearing north six degrees, east 
twenty-seven chains, from Mitchell’s lime-kiln (so called) at the mouth of la Belle Riviere, being the southeast 
angle of section C on said plot; then west, eighty-seven chains, more or less, to the intersection of a meridian line, 
the division of the eastern and western sections being a contemplated highway; then south, along the said line, 
eighty chains; then east, to the east border of said Gross Isle; then up stream, northeasterly, to the place of begin- 
ning: which said tract of land 1s marked D upon said plot of survey, and the lines designated by the letters h, 2, e, 
k, hz to which said tract of land the said heirs and legal representatives of the said William Macomb, deceased, 
with the improvements thereon made, set up title, and make claim, by virtue of long and continued possession, 
occupancy, and valuable improvements in, to, and upon the said premises, by themselves and the said William, 
deceased, in and upon said premises made, done, and had, &c. 


For the heirs and legal representatives of Witt1am Macomp, deceased, 
SOL. SIBLEY, “gent and attorney. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 


Whereupon, Jacob Eiler was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist of July 1796, the late William Macomb was in possession, 
and tenanted the premises; that he, the deponent, was living as a tenant on part of this tract, and Robert Gill on the 
lower part of this tract; and that, from that time to this day, tenants have been kept on the premises, who paid rent; 
about twenty-one acres are cultivated, and two houses are erected on the premises. 

Joseph Bariau, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that he went and lived on the island in 1797, and 
from that time to this day, tenants have been kept on the premises, who have paid rent to Mr. McIntosh, as agent, &c. 

The claimants, in support of their claim, produced a legal copy of the last will and testament of the late William 
Macomb, their father, deceased, from which the following is extracted, to wit: 


** T give and devise unto my sons, John Macomb, William Macomb, and David Macomb, to be equally apportion- 
ed between them, all the messuages, houses, lands, tenements, farms, and hereditaments whatsoever or wheresoever 
to me belonging, or in any manner appertaining, or which I may have any right, title; or claim unto, whether the same 
be held in fee soccage, under Indian grants, or other tenure whatsoever, &c.” 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 

and,and that ~ have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 552; and that they cause the same to be 

surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 553. THE LEGAL HEIRS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF WiLLIAM Macomp, deceased.—Tiie Board took into con- 
sideration the claim of the legal heirs and representatives of William Macomb, deceased, toa tract of land situate on 
river Detroit, and the notice filed the 21st instant by Solomon Sibley, theiragent, was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’? Land Office at Detroit, for the district of Detroit and territory of Michigan. 


Sir: Detroit, December 17, 1808. 


The heirs and legal representatives‘of William Macomb, Esq. late of Detroit, deceased, give notice, through 
you, the Commissioners of the said Land Office, that they claim, and make title to have confirmed, and granted to 
them and their heirs, a certain tract of land of six hundred and forty acres, with the improvements thereon made, 
situated and lying upon Gross Isle, in said district and territory of Michigan, which said tract of land is bounded 
and designated upon the plot of survey herewith filed, as follows, to wit: Beginning at a post planted on the east 
border of Gross Isle, bearing south thirteen, west fifty-five chains. from Mitchel!’s lime-kiln, (so called) at the mouth of 
La Belle river, being the southeast angle of section D on said plot; then west, seventy-three chains, more or less, to 
the intersection of a meridian line, the division of the eastern and western sections, crintended road; then south, along 
said line, or intended road, eighty-eight chains; then east, to the east border of said Gross Isle; then up stream, north- 
erly, along the rivage to the place of beginning; which said tract of land is marked E upon said plot, and the boun- 
daries denoted by the letters, A, i, 7, m, &, to which said tract of land above described the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of the said William Macomb, deceased, set up claim, and make title by virtue of ancient and long pos- 
session, occupancy, and valuable improvements had, made, and done, inand upon said tract of land, by the heirs of 
said William Macomb, deceased, as also by the said William, under whom they set up title, and derive claim 
thereto and therein. 

For the heirs and legal representatives of Witt1am Macoms, deceased, 


; ; , SOL. SIBLEY, tlorney and Agent. 
This tract contains. and is bounded, as in the above notice. 


Whereupon, Jacob Eiler was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the late William Macomb was in possession, 
and tenanted the premises; that Jacob Stoffer was living on the premises in 1796; that he, the deponent, succeeded to 
Jacob Stoffer, and has continued on the premises to this day, and has paid rent to Mr. McIntosh, as agent. About 
forty-six acres are cultivated, two houses and one stable are erected thereon. 

oseph Bariau, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that, when he went and lived on the island in 
1797, he saw the improvements made; and that, from that time to this day, tenants have been kept on the premises. 
and have paid rent to Mr. McIntosh, as agent, &c. 

The claimants, in support of their claim, produced a legal copy of the last will and testament of the late 

William Macomb, their father, deceased, from which the following is extracted, to wit: 


“TI give and devise to my sons, John Macomb, William Macomb, and David Macomb, to be equally appor- 
tioned between them, all the messuages, houses, lands, and tenements, farms and hereditaments, whatsoever or 
wheresoever to me belonging, or in any manner appertaining, or which I may have any right, title, or claim unto, 
whether the same be held in fee soccage, under Indian grants, or other tenure whatsoever.” 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 553; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. 
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No. 554. Tue HEIRS AND LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF W1Lt1am Macomp, deceased.—The Board took into con. 
sideration the ciaim of the heirs and legal representatives of William Macomb, deceased, toa tract of land, situate 
on river Detroit, and the notice filed. the 21st instant by Solomon Sibley, their agent, was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, in the territory of Michigan. 
Sir: Detroit, December 17, 1808. 


The heirs and legal representatives of William Macomb, Esq. late of Detroit, deceased, hereby give notice to 
the Commissioners of the said United States Land Office at Detroit, for the land district of Detroit, and territory of 
Michigan, that they claim and make title to a certain tract of land, of six hundred and forty acres, more or less, situ- 
ated within said district and territory, and bounded and described as follows, to wit: beginning ata post on the east side 
of Gross Isle wan, the southeast angle of section E, upon the plot of survey filed herewith; then west, tothe west bor- 
der of said Gross Isle, one hundred and thirty-three chains, more or less; then down stream, along the said border, 
to a post planted on the southing of forty-nine chains; then east, to the east border of said Gross Isles. then-up stream, 
along the rivage, to the place of beginning; which said tract of land above described is marked F on said plot of sur- 
vey, and the boundary described by the letters, m, 7, 0, p,m, to which said tract. of land above described, with 
the improvements thereon made, the said heirs and legal representatives of the said William Macomb, deceased, 
make claim and title, to have granted and confirmed to them, and their heirs, by virtue of having possessed, occu- 
pied, and improved the same, by themselves, their agents, and the said William Macomb, deceased, under whom 
they claim, for a long time prior to the ist day of July, 1796, down to the present time, which they are prepared to prove 
and show to said commissioners, &c. 

For the heirs and legal representatives of Witt1am Macomp, late of Detroit, deceased, 
SOL. SIBLEY, Agent and Altorney. 
This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 


Whereupon, Jacob Eiler was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late William Macomb was in possession and 
tenanted the premises; that, in 1796, Elias Horn was in possession and-cultivated this tract as a tenant; that Jacob 
Stoffer succeeded ‘Elias Horn, as tenant; after Stoffer, John Jackson lived on it as tenant, and paid rent to Mr. 
McIntosh, as agent, and that, from that time to this day, tenants have been kept on the premises who have paid 
rentto Mr. McIntosh, as agent. Thirty-five acres are cultivated and under fence, and two houses are erected 
thereon. ‘ 

The claimants, in support of their claim, produced a legal copy of the last will and testament of the late William 
Macomb, deceased, their father, from which the following is extracted, to wit: | 


‘J give and devise to my sons, John Macomb, William, Macomb, and David Macomb, to be equally apportioned 
between them, all the messuages, houses, lands, tenements, farms, and hereditaments, whatsoever or wheresoever 
to me belonging, or in any manner appertaining, or which | may have any right, title, or claim unto, whether the 
same be held in fee soccage, under Indian grants, or other tenure whatsoever,” &c. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 554; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 555. THe HEIRS AND LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF WiLtiam Macomp, deceased.—The Board took into 
consideration the claim of the heirs and legal representatives of William Macomb, deceased, to a tract of Jand, 
on river Detroit; and the notice filed the 21st instant by Sol. Sibley, their agent, was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, in the territory of Michigan. 
; Detrorr, December 17, 1808. 


The heirs and legal representatives of Wiliiam Macomb, Esq. late of Detroit, deceased, hereby give notice 
to the Commissioners of the said Land Office, that they claim and make title to have confirmed and granted to 
them, and their heirs and assigns, a certain tract of land situated and lying upon Gross Isle, in said district of De- 
troit, and territory of Michigan, containing six hundred and forty acres, and bounded and described upon the map 
and plot of survey herewith filed, as follows, to wit: Beginning at a post on the west side of Gross Isle, being the 
southwest angle of the section B, on said plots then east, thirty-three chains, more or less, to the intersection of a 
meridian line, the division of the eastern and western sections at a proposed road leading between said section; then 
south, along said line, one hundred and thirty-six chains; then west, to the western border of said Gross Isle; then 
following the said border up stream, to the place of beginning; which said tract of land on said plot of survey is 
marked G, and the lines designated by the letters c,f, g, z, e. ‘To which said tract of land above described, said 
heirs and legal representatives of said William Macomb, deceased, do make claim and title, by virtue of ancient, long, 
and continued improvements, possession, and occupancy, in and by themselves and their agents; and the said Wil- 
liam Macomb, their father, deceased, under whom they claim and derive title therein, to wit, from a time prior to 
the Ist July, 1796, down to the present time, which they are prepared to prove, &c. ; 

For the heirs and legal representatives of Witt1am Macoms, deceased, 


SOL. SIBLEY, 4torney and Agent. 


Whereupon, Jacob Eiler was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late William Macomb, deceased, was in 
ossession and tenanted the premises; that Henry Hoffman was living on this tract as a tenant, in 1796; that the 
and remained idle for four years; that Adna Heacok then lived on it as tenant, and after James Chittenden rented 
it, also as tenant, and still continues so, as tenant, and pays rent to Mr. McIntosh, as agent, &c. About twenty 
acres are cultivated, and one house is erected thereon. ' 

Angus McIntosh, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that he is the agent to the estate, and 
one of the executors of the last will and testament of the late William Macomb, deceased, and that the cause of 
the above tract remaining idle four years is, that he could not procure tenants for the same. 

The claimants, in support of their claim, produced a legal copy of the last wil! and testament of the late William 
Macomb, deceased, from which the following is extracted, to wit: : 


**T give and devise to my sons, John Macomb, William Macomb, and David Macomb, to be equally apportioned 
between them, all the messuages, houses, lands, tenements, farms, and hereditaments, whatsoever and ~ulicuueer 
to me belonging, or in any manner appertaining, or which I may have any right, title, or claim unto, whether the same 
be held in fee soccage, under Indian grants, or other tenure whatsvever.” 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that a have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 555; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 556. THe HEIRS AND LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF Witi1am Macoms, deceased.—The Board took into 
. consideration the claim of the heirs and legal representatives of William Macomb, deceased, toa tract of land, 
situate on river Detroit; and the notice filed the 21st instant, by Sol. Sibley, their agent, was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 


Sir: 
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‘ To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, in the territory of Michigan. 
IR: 

Notice is hereby given to the Commissioners of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, for the district of 
Detroit and territory of Michigan, that the heirs and legal representatives of William Macomb, Esq. late of Detroit, de- 
ceased, set up title and make claim toa certain tract of land, containing six hundred and forty acres, situate upon Gross 
Isle, in said district and territory, bounded and described as follows, as by the plot of survey herewith filed, to wit: 
Begintung at the southwest angle of section G, marked in said plot, near the southerly entrance of the thoroughfare, 
where a post is planted; then east, fifty-nine chains, more or less, to the intersection of a meridian line, the division 
of the eastern and western sections; then south, along said line, one hundred and seven chains; then west, to the 
west side of said Gross Isle; then following the border up stream to the place of beginning; which section above 
described is marked on said plot of survey H, and the lines thereof z, g, ¢, n, z, which said tract of land or farm 
above described and set forth, the heirs and legal representatives of the said William Macomb, Esq. deceased, make 
claim and title to, by virtue of ancient, long, and continued possession, occupancy, and improvements in, to, and upon 
said land, by themselves and their deceased father, William Macomb, under whom they claim, their agents, &c. 


For the heirs and legal representatives of W1tt1am Macomps, Esq. deceased, 


SOL. SIBLEY, Agent and Attorney. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Jacob Eiler was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late William Macomb was in possession and 
tenanted the premises; that eight or ten years previous to 1796, the premises were improved by Charles Monger, as 
a tenant to William Macomb, to whom he ai pte that in the fall of 1794, he was killed, and his wife remained in 
possession until the summer of 1795, when she left it; and that, from that time until James Mitchell went on, which 
is three years ago, the land remained idles*said Mitchell remained a year thereon; since which time, it has been 
occupied by Michael Myers, as a tenant, who pays rent to Mr. McIntosh, as agent, &c. About eight acres are 
now under fence, and a house is erected thereon. 

Angus McIntosh, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that the reason why this tract of land 
remained idle sometimes is, that no application was made to him by any person whom he thought worthy of renting. 
i waren 27 further said, that he considered that part of the island as much under his protection and care as any 
other part of it. ; 

The claimants, in support of their claim, produced a legal copy of the last will and testament of the late William 
Macomb, deceased, their father, from which the following is extracted, to wit: 


“ | give and devise unto my sons, John Macomb, William Macomb, and David Macomb, to be equally apportioned 
between them,.all the messuages, houses, lands, tenements, farms, and hereditaments, whatsoever and wheresoever 
to me belonging, or in any manner appertaining, or which I may have any right, title, or claim unto, whether the 
same be held in fee soccage, under Indian grants, or other tenure whatsoever,” &c. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are not entitled to the above described 
tract of land; and that, therefore, their claim be rejected. 

And Sol. Sibley, agent and attorney for the claimants, comes and excepts to the decision of the commissioners, 
and files his bill of exceptions and appeal in the words and figures following, to wit: 


And the said John, William, and David Macomb, sons and legal representatives of William Macomb, late of 
Detroit, deceased, come here before the honorable commissioners, &c. and because the judgment and decision of 
said commissioners upon their claim, No. 556, as given and entered, said claim is negatived and rejected, they do 
except to such decision, and therefrom appeal. And for reasons of their exceptions and appeal in this behalf, say 
that, by the evidence by them produced in support of their said claim, the said tract of land and premises, as set 
forth in their notice filed, ought, in justice and equity, to have been granted and affirmed to them by the said com- 
missioners, according to the true intent and meaning of the laws of the United States, in such case made and pro- 
vided: for, in and by said evidence it is fully shown, that the said William Macomb, the father, in his life-time and 
long prior to the Ist July, 1796, made and caused valuable improvements to be made upon said tract of land and 
premises, which were continued for a length of time, and until suspended by the death of the then tenants; and 
that the improvements of said tract of land were reassumed by the claimants in a reasonable time thereafter, 
and continued down to the present time, the claimants never intending to abandon said premises; which facts so 

roved, it is hambly conceived, were and are sufficient to establish the right of the claimants in and to said tract of 
and, more particularly as the claimants were infants and minor children at the time when their right in and to 
said premises vested in them. 
Therefore, the claimants pray that the decision aforesaid may be set aside, reversed, aud held for naught, and 
further, that the said tract of land may be affirmed and granted to them, &c. | 
For the claimants, 
SOL. SIBLEY, .4ttorney and Agent. 


No. 557. THe HEIRS AND LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF WILLIAM Macomp, deceased.—The Board took into con- 
sideration the claim of the heirs and legal representatives of William Macomb, deceased, to a tract of land situate 
on the river Detroit, and the notice filed the 2ist instant by Solomon Sibley, their agent, was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, Territory of Michigan. 
Sir: 

The heirs and legal representatives of William Macomb, Esq. late of Detroit, deceased, make entry and 
give notice to the Commissioners of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, for the district of Detroit and terri- 
tory of Michigan, that they set up title and claim in and to a certain tract of land situate upon the lower end of Gross 
Isle, in said district of Detroit and territory of Michigan, containing six hundred and forty acres, more or less; which 
said tract of land or farm is bounded and designated upon the plot of survey herewith filed, as follows, to wit: Begin- 
ning at a post in the southwest angle of section F, then east to the east side of said Gross Isle, one hundred and nine- 
teen chains, more or less, then southerly along the water edge, down stream, to the mouth of Reedy creek, and the 
southernmost point of said Gross Isle; then northwesterly, up stream, along the west side of said Gross Isle to the 
place of beginning; which said tract of land above described is marked I on said plot of survey, and the lines desig- 
nated by 0, p, 8, 0. ‘To which tract of land above described, the heirs and legal representatives of said William Ma- 
comb, Bins a make claim and title by virtue of ancient, long, and continued possession, occupancy, and improve- 
ments in, upon, and to said tract of land, by themselves and the said William, deceased, and their agents, to wit, 
from a period of time ane to the Ist July, 1796, down to the present time, &c. 

For the heirs and legal representatives of WiiL1am Macomp, deceased 
SOL. SIBLEY, Attorney and Agent. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. . . 

Whereupon, Jacob Eiler was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, three improvements had been made on this tract by the tenants 
of the late William Macomb; that a year or two previous to 1796, the tenants left the premises, and the land has 
been idle since that time to this day. Three houses had been built thereon, but are decayed. __ 

Angus McIntosh, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that the reason why this tract of land had 
remained idle sometimes was, that no application was made to him by any person whom het hought worthy of 
renting. The deponent further saith, that he considers that part of the island as much under his protection and care 
as any other part of it. 
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The claimants, in support of their claim, produced a legal copy of the last will and testament of the late Wil- 
liam Macomb, deceased, from which the following is extracted, to wit:, 


‘*T give and devise unto my sons, John Macomb, William Macomb, and David Macomb, to be equally appor- 
tioned between them, all the messuages, houses, lands, tenements, farms, and hereditaments whatsoever or where- 
soever to me belonging, or in any manner appertaining, or which I may have any right, title, or claim unto, whether 
the same be held in fee soccage, under Indian grants, or other tenure whatsoever.” ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are not entitled to the above described 
tract of land, and that, therefore, their claim be rejected. 4 

And Solomon Sibley, agent and attorney for the claimants, comes and exeepts to the decision of the commis- 
sioners, and files his bill of exceptions and appeal in the words and figures following, to wit: 


And the said John, William, and David Macomb, -sons and legal representatives of William Macomb, late of 
Detroit, deceased, come here before the honorable commissioners, &c. and because the judgment and decision of 
said commissioners, as given and entered upon claim 557, said claim is rejected as unfounded; therefore, the said 
John, William, and David, claimants, as in their notice filed will appear, do except to said judgment, and appeal 
therefrom, and for reasons of their appeal in this behalf, do say, that the evidence by them introduced in support of 
said claim before said commissioners was sufficient to establish the right of the claimants in and to said premises, 
according to the true intent and meaning of the laws of the United States in such case made and provided. 

Therefore, they pray that the decision given and entered by said commissioners in this behalf may be reversed 
and set aside, and said premises confirmed and adjudged to the claimants, and that a patent may issue to them for 
the same, &c. 

For the claimants, 
SOL. SIBLEY, Attorney and Agent. 


No. 558. THE HEIRS AND LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF Witt1Am Macomnp, deceased.—The Board took into con- 
sideration the claim of the heirs and legal representatives of William Macomb, deceased, to a tract of land situate 
onthe river Detroit, and the notice filed the 21st instant by Solomon Sibley, their agent, was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, Territory of Michigan. 


Detroit, December 17, 1808. 
SIR: 

‘ The heirs and legal representatives of William Macomb, Esq. late of Detroit, deceased, give notice, through 
you, to the Commissioners of said United States’ Land Office at Detroit, for the land district of Detroit, and terri- 
tory of Michigan, that they claim and make title to a certain island or tract of land situated and lying to the east of 
Gross Isle, in the river Detroit, called and known by the name of Stony Island, which said island so. claimed con- 
tains two hundred acres, more or less, and is surrounded on all sides thereof by the Detroit river. ‘The said heirs 
and legal representatives of the said William Macomb, deceased, claim to have and hold said island to them, their 
heirs and assigns, forever, by virtue of long and quiet possession, occupancy, and improvement thereof, in and b 
themselves and the said William Macomb, deceased, to wit, from a period prior to the Ist day of July, 1796, down 
to this time, taking and enjoying the rents and profits thereof to his and their use, which they are prepared to verify 
and prove, &c. ‘The said heirs and representatives aforesaid, therefore, claim to have a confirmation thereof in 
themselves and their heirs, &c. 

For the heirs and legal representatives of Witt1am Macomp, deceased, 
SOL. SIBLEY, torney and Agent. 

This tract contains, and is bounded as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Jacob Eiler was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, several years previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Jacob Stoffer rented the premises from the 
late William Macomb, and paid rent from forty to fifty pounds a year, and continued to rent it until he died; the 
deponent then rented it for two years; that Solomon McCulloch rented it afterwards, and that said island was 
always rented until March, 1807; that there are not any improvements on said island; that the island is a stone 
quarry, and is improved as such. ; 

The claimants, in support of their claim, produced a legal copy of the last will and testament of the late William 
Macomb, deceased, from which the following is extracted, to wit: 


**T give and devise unto my sons, John Macomb, William Macomb, and David Macomb, to be equally appor- 
tioned between them, all the messuages, houses, lands, tenements, farms, and hereditaments whatsoever or where- 
soever to me belonging, or in any manner appertaining, or which I may have any right, title, or claim unto, whether 
the same be held in fee soccage, under Indian grants, or other tenure whatsoever, &c.”’ 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are not entitled to the above described tract 
of land, or island; and that, therefore, their claim be rejected. ; 

And Solomon Sibley, agent and .attorney for the claimants, comes and excepts to the decision of the commis- 
sioners, and files his bill of exceptions and appeal in the words and figures following, to wit: 


‘And the said John, William, and David Macomb. sons of William Macomb, deceased, claimants, come before 
the honorable the commissioners, &c.; and because, by the judgment and decision of said commissioners on claim 
No. 558, as given and entered, said claim is negatived and rejected, they do except to said decision, and, therefore, 
do appeal, and for reasons of such their appeal say, that, by the evidence adduced by the claimants in support of 
said claim, the said tract of land called Stony:Island ought, in justice and equity, to have been affirmed in and 
granted to them, the said John, William, and David, according to the true intent and meaning of the laws of the 
United States in such case made and provided; because the claimants say it is proven, as appears by the evidence 
on record, that William Macomb, deceased, father of the claimants, was in the possession and occupancy of the said 
premises long before the Ist day of July, 1796, and continued to occupy, possess, and enjoy the same until his death; 
and that the claimants under his right have continued to possess, occupy, and enjoy the same, in the manner the 
said island is capable of being occupied, possessed, and enjoyed, down to the present time. 

Wherefore, they pray that said judgment and decision may be reversed and held for naught, and that the said 
island may be confirmed in and granted to the said claimants, and that a patent may issue to them for the same, &c. 


For the claimants, 
SOLOMON SIBLEY, 4gent and Attorney. 


And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
; Saturpay, December 24, 1808. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 559. IsrarL Rutann —The Board teok into consideration the claim of Israel Ruland to a tract of land, 
situate on Salt river, and the notice by him filed the 21st instant was read in the words and figures following, 
to wit: : 

To Perer Avuprain, Esq. Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: Dertrorr, December 20, 1808. 


Please to take notice that I now make entry in your office of my lands, lying on the southerly and northerly 
sides of Salt river, in the district of Huron, territory of Michigan, consisting of thirty-two acres in front, bounded 
_ by said river on the southerly side, and extending back nearly a southwesterly course the distance of twenty acres, 
bounded on both sides and rear by lands claimed by Meldrum and Park, which I claim by virtue of deed bearin 
date the 29th day of September, in the year of our Lord 1808; also, one tract on the north side of said river, bound 
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in front by said river, of five acres in front by twenty in depth, bounded on the easterly side by lands of George 
Meldrum, on the northerly and westerly sides by uncultivated lands; all of which I claim by virtue of purchase and 


nprovements. 
ISRAEL RULAND. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, and is bounded as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Jean Batiste Nantay was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, whe, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Nicholas Petit and Antoine Prevot were living on the 
premises as tenants to Meldrum and Park, and remained thereon about one year; that, in 1797, he, the deponent 
went and lived thereon, and remained thereon five or six months, as an engagé to the claimants: that, about five or 
six years ago, the deponent was on the premises, and saw thereon John Lagord, Pierre Cham agne, and Joseph So- 
cier; that, at the first time the deponent was on the premises, there were old houses, and that he helped to build new 
ones, cleared three or four acres, and made and enclosed a garden; the deponent knows that, about six years ago 
John Lagord was on the premises, had built two new houses, and had repaired an old one for the claimant.— 
Postponed. 

No. 560. Metprum and Parx.—The Board took into consideration the claim-of Meldrum and Park toa lot of 
cround, situate on river Detroit, and the notice by them filed the 22d instant was read in the words and figures fol- 
lowing, to wit: ' x 

The honorable Commissioners of the Land Office for the Territory of Michigan. 


_ _ Please to enter on your records a certain lot of ground, with dwelling house and other out-houses, bounded 
in front by the river Detroit one hundred feet, and on the southwest by lands of Benoit Chapoton, and on the north- 
east by lands of Maurice Moran, and bounded on the rear by land of Benoit Chapoton, which I claim from a con- 
tiuued occupation since the year of our Lord 1785. 

For Metprum and Park. 


GEORGE MELDRUM. 


This lot coritains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. It is part and parcel of a tract of land formerly confirmed 
to Benoit Chapoton, No. 11, page 8, under the date of 3d July, 1807. 

ishccert ae John Lagord was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Francois Dupré was living on the premises as tenant to the 
claimants, anid remained three years thereon; that afterwards, he, the deponent, went and lived on the premises 
being then in the service of the claimants as a distiller, and remained thereon about three years; and that, while he 
lived there, he cultivated part of the lot. The deponent further saith, that Benoit Chapoton has told him that this 
lot was the property of Meldrum and Park; that after he, the deponent, left the premises, Etienne Belard lived on 
it about two years, and that, in general, tenants have been aiways kept on to this day. 

Jacques Campeau, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to Benoit Chapoton purchasing 
the farm on which he now lives, Philip Bellangé sold the lot in question to Etienne Belard, about twenty-two or 
twenty-three years ago; that Belard’s right to said lot was seized and sold by the sheriff to the claimants, who have 
possessed and tenanted the same to this day.—Postponed. : 

No. 561. Istpors NavarrE.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Isidore Navarre to a tract-of land 
situate on the southwest side of Mill creek, in rear of river Raisins. which was entered with ‘the former Commis- 
sioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 263, under the date of 23d November, 1805. 4 

This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred arpents, it being ten arpents in front by twenty in depth, bounded 
in front by Mill creek and the farm of Frangois Robert, towards river Raisins, in rear by lands of Branchau 
Sen. east by unconceded Jands, and west by lands of Jean Baptiste Reaume. ' 

Whereupon. Antoine Guy was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and has continued, without interruption, to this day. Sixty arpents are cultivated; a house, barn, and stables 
are built thereon. ? 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 561; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. S 

No. 562. Jacques Navarre.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Navarre to a tract of 
land situate on Mill creek, in rear of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office-at Detroit in volume 1, page 205, under the date of 23d November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being eight arpents in front by twenty in 
depth, bounded in front by Mill creek, in rear by the farm of Branchau, Sen., south by prairies, and west b 
lands. of Isidore Navarre. : y 

Whereupon, Antoine Guy was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said. that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and cultivated the premises, 
and has continued so, without interruption to this day; about twelve arpents are cultivated. iris 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 562; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 

Land Office at Detroit. ; 5 

No. 563. Jean Bariste Campeav.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Batiste Campeau to 
a tract of land, situate on river Detroit; and the notice by him filed the 5th instant was read in the words and fig- 
ures following, to wit: 








To Peter Auprain, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: DeEcEMBER 6, 1808. 


Please to take notice that I set up title and make claim to a certain tract of land, situate, lying, and bei 
in the district of Detroit, containing two arpents in front by eighty in depth, making one aalned and ay 
arpents; bounded in front by Detroit river, in rear by lands of the United States, on the northeast by lands of 
Whitmore Knaggs, and on the southwest by lands of Jacob’ Visgar; which I hold by improvements, possession, and 


occupancy, previous to the Ist July, 1796, 
JEAN BATISTE CAMPEAU. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being two arpents in front by eighty i 
depth, bounded in frout by river Detroit, in rear by unlocated lands, northeast 3 lands of Whitmore Bn yr 
southwest by lands of Jacob Visgar, Esq. , 

Whereupon, Jacob Visgar, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day; about thirty acres are cultivated, and a house and barn are erected; 
there is — an orchard. : a0 Tee ? 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above descri ° 
land, and that 4 have a cettificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 563; and that he cause the ire anda 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
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No. 564. Jean Batisre Rivarv.—The Board took into consideration the cfaim of J ean Batiste Rivard to a tract 
of land, situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed the 20th instant was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derroit, December 15, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
lake St. Clair, containing, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being three arpents in front by eighty 
in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, on the northeast by lands formerly belong- 
ing to Jean Crequi, and on the southwest by lands of Joseph Socier. I claim title to this tract, by virtue of pos- 
session, occupancy, and improvements made by me thereon previous to 1796, and continued to this day. 


For Jean Barisre Rivarp, 


LAMBERT LAFOY. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being three arpents in front by eighty in 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, northeast by lands formerly of Jean Crequi, 
and southwest by lands of Joseph Socier. : : 

Whereupon, Etienne Socier was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous the Ist j uly, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day without interruption; about forty-five arpents are cultivated; and there are on the 
premises a house, barn, and an orchard. : ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 564; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of Jand therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


_ No. 565. Ertenne Socier.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Etienne Socier to a tract of land, 
situate at L’ance creuse, on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed the 2d July last was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Avpratn, Register of the Land Office. 
Sir: Detroit, July 2, 1808. 


Please to take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit a tract of land, 
situate, lying, and being on L’ance creuse, lake St. Clair, in the district of Detroit, containing, by estimation, 
one hundred and _ sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by said lake, in 
rear by unlocated lands, on the north by Jean Batiste Lapierre, and on the south by Jean Batiste Ambroise ‘Tremblé. 
I set up title to the above tract by possession and occupancy, or those from whom I derive title. 

ETIENNE SOCIER, his x mark. 
Witness, Ropert ABport. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, north by lands of Jean Batiste Lapierre, and 
south by lands of Jean Batiste Ambroise Tremblé. 

Whereupon, Batiste Cochois was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Joseph Laforet was in possession and had improved the pre- 
mises, by building a house, and clearing about two arpents, and continued so until he sold to the deponent in July, 
1796; who exchanged with Ignace Sené, who afew months after sold to Henry Campeau, who sold to Ignace Am- 
broise ‘Tremblé. 

Batiste Ambroise Tremblé, another witness, sworn, deposed and said, that Ignace Ambroise ‘T'remblé sold to 
Amable Latour two or three years after he had purchased, and that said Latour sold to the claimant four years ago, 
who has cultivated the same to this day: and that since the year 1796 to this day this tract of land has been cultivated: 
about six arpents are cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 565; and that he cause the same to be sur- 


_ and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 


No. 566. Jean Bariste Amproise Trempte.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Batiste 
Ambroise Tremblé to a tract of land, situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed the 2d July last was 
read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


. To Peter Avuprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

Sir: Detroit, July 2, 1808. 
Please to take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit a tract of land, 

situate, lying, and being on L’ance creuse, lake St. Clair, in the district of Detroit, containing, by estimation, one 

hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by said lake, in rear by 
unlocated lands, on the north by Etienne Socier, and on the south by Batiste Celleron. I set up title to the above 

tract by possession and occupancy, or by those from whom I derive title. 

ad JEAN BATISTE AMBROISE TREMBLE, his x mark. 

Witness, Ropert Apport. 


This tract contains. by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, north by lands of Etienne Socier, and south by lands 
of Batiste Celleron. 

Whereupon, Batiste Cochois was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Ignace Sené had possession, and improved the premises, in 
building a house, and cleared about three quarters of an arpent, and continued until he sold to the deponent, 
who possessed the same two years. when he sold to the claimant, who has occupied and cultivated the same to this 
day: eight or nine arpents are cultivated; a house and stables are erected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled tothe above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 566; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


oi r Monpay, December 26, 1808. 
The Board metat nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 567. Cuartes Routeav.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Charles Rouleau to a tract of land, 
situate on river Rouge, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, 
page 298, under the date of 4th February, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred aud twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
* depth, bounded in front by river Rouge, in rear by the old Pattawatamie road, on one side by lands of Pierre Dumay, 

and on the — by lands of John Cissne. 
2 Pp 
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Whereupon, Teophile Demerse wis brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said. that, previous to the 1st July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day; a house and a shop are erected thereon: and about eighteen arpents are cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 567; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 

REUBEN ATTWATER, 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


Derroit. May 12, 1809. 


No. 15. 


Transcript of the Minutes of the proceedings of the Land Office at Detroit, commencing on Wednesday, 28th of 
December, and ending on Saturday, 31st of December, both inclusive. 


an Wepnespay, December 28, 1808. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 568. James Rosison.—The Board took into consideration the claim of James Robison to a tract of land, 
situate on river St. Clair: and the notice by William Hill filed this day was read in the words and figures follow- 
ing, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 27, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on river St. Clair, containing six and three-quarters of an acre in front by forty in depth, bounded in 
front by river St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, above by Antoine Nicholas Petit, and below by the widow 
Wright. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me. 

For James Rostson, 
WILLIAM HILL, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AUDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and seventy acres, it being six and three-quarters in front by 
forty in depth, is bounded in front by river St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Antoine 
Nicholas Petit. and below by lands of the widow and heirs of Wright. 

Whereupon, William Hill was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and has continued so to this day: a house is erected thereon, and nine acres cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 568; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 569. Jean Barrisrr Dewts.e, (pre-emption right.)—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean 
Baptiste Delisle to the right of preference to a tract of land, situate on river Rouge; and the notice by him filed on 
the 22d instant was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 





To the Register of the Land Office of the United States at Detroit. 


Sir: 

I, Jean Baptiste Delisle, of the district of Detroit, and territory of Michigan, do hereby give notice to the 
Commissioners of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, that I claim the preference of being a purchaser of the 
United States of forty-nine acres of land, lying and being on the river Rouge, on the northerly side thereof, in said 
district of Detroit, by virtue of the provisions of the 3d section of an act of said United States, entitled ‘* An act 
supplemental to an act regulating the grants of land in the territory of Michigan,” which said tract of land is bound - 
ed in front upon said river Rouge, in rear by unconceded lands, on the upper side by lands in possession of Pierre 
Riopel, on the lower side by lands lately occupied by Jean Baptiste Chicot, and containing seven acres in front by 
seven in depths claims to become the purchaser, as aforesaid, by virtue of having been in possession and improvement 
of said tract of land prior to the 26th of March, 1804, and of having continued such possession and improvement 
down to the passing of said act, and until the present times the claimant having been, and still being, the head of a 
family. Wherefore, he prays his claim and pretensions may be examined and heard, &c. 

For Jean Barrisre DELIsLe, 
SOL. SIBLEY, 2torney. 


Whereupon, Antoine Peltier was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the 26th of March, 1804, the claimant was in possession and cultivated the pre- 
mises, and was, and is still, the head of a family: there is a dwelling-house erected on the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the right of preference to the 
above described tract of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 569; and that he 
return the same, together with a receipt from the Receiver of Public Moneys for at least one-fourth part of the 
purchase money, to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit, on or before the 1st day of January next. 

No. 570. Wivow Catuerine Tuisautt.—The Board took into consideration the claim of the widow Catherine 
Thibault to a tract of land, situate near Grosse Pointe; and the notice by her filed this day was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 28, 1808. 


Please take notice that I enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate, lying, and being near Grosse Pointe, containing, by estimation, one hundred and eighty mt it 
being six arpents in front by thirty in depth, bounded in front by lands of Buffait and Goiiin, and in rear by unlo- 
cated lands, on the northeast by lands of John Little, and on the southwest by Jands of Jean Baptiste Lapierre. [ 
claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made thereon previous to the year 1796, and.con- 


tinued to this date. 
For Catuerine THIBAvLt, 1 8 
FRANCOIS THIBAULT, his x mark. 


Witness, James Axport. 
This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 
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Whereupon, Louis Chapoton was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and has continued so to this day without interruption. 

And thereupon ‘it doth ‘appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that she have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 570; and that she cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 571. Jean Baptiste JeEreAume.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Jereaume to 
a tract of land, situate on river Raisins; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures fol- 


lowing, to wit: 


To Perer Auprain, Esq. Register of the United States’? Land Office at Detroit. 
Derrorr, December 28, 1808. 


Please to take notice that I claim title to a farm I have always cultivated, prior to the Ist of July, 1796, of 
two hundred and forty arpents of land, more or less, situate, lying, and being on the northerly side of the river 
Raisins, bounded in front by said river, easterly by Mill creek, on the west by the road leading from the said river 
Raisins to the said Mill creek, between the farm of Joseph Bourdeaux and my said farm, and on the east, southerly 
side, by Mill creek, which empties, in part, by a small run into the river Raisins, up to the line of Meldrum and 
Park. I have been in the quiet and peaceable possession, occupancy, and improvement of said farm, as above, till 


the present day. 


Sir: 


For Jean Baptiste JEREAUME, 


By ISRAEL RULAND, his Attorney. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. _ 
Whereupon, Joseph Bourdeaux was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 


sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day: twenty-five arpents are cultivated and enclosed. —Postponed. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of George Meldrum, (No. 476,) to a tract of land, situate on Rocky river, 
which was postponed the 12th instant. wi 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the before described tract of 
Jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 476; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. , 
No. 572. JosrpH LorrenGer, (pre-emption right).—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Lor- 
renger to the right of preference to a tract of land, situate on Miami river; and the notice by him filed this day 


was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 24, 1808. 


Please take notice that I enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to the right of 
pre-emption to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on Miami river, that empties in 
lake Erie, bounded in front by the public highway, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the east by lands claimed by 
David Hull, and on the west by lands claimed by Joseph Ruland; the whole containing about sixty acres, it being 
one and a half acres in front by forty in depth. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvement 


made by me previous to the year 1804, or by those from whom | derive title. 
For JosepH LorrENGER 


RICHARD PATTINSON. 


Sir: 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that the claimant has been on the premises near two years, and that he is not a head of a family; 
that the claimant purchased the premises of one St. Michel about eighteen months ago, and that St. Michel had 


lived on the same five or six years before, who was the head of a family. | 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the right of preference to 


the above described tract of land; and that therefore his claim be rejected. 


_ No. 573, Lovis Cuaporon.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Chapoton to a tract of land, 
situate on river Detroit; and the notice by him filed the 26th instant was read in the words and figures following, 
to wit: 

To the honorable the Commissioners of the Land Board. 
Detroit, December 26, 1808. 


The subscriber enters his claim to a certain tract of land in the district of Detroit, containing three acres in 
front, bounded by the river Detroit, extending one hundred acres in depth, bounded to the north by a farm of the 


late Antoine Boyer, and on the south by the farm of Louis Benfait. 
' LOUIS CHAPOTON. 


Peter Auprain, Esq. Secretary of the Land Board. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being three arpents in front by eighty 
arpents in depth, is bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unlocated lands, northeast by the lands of the iate 
Antoine Boyer, deceased, and southwest by lands of Louis Benfait. 

Whereupon, George Meldrum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and has continued so without any interruption to this day: about sixty acres are cultivateds 
a house, barn, &c. are erected on the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, (subject to a mortgage of sixty-six pounds fourteen shillings, New York currency, which Messrs. R. & James 
Abbott hold since the Ist June, 1805,) and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 573; 
and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, 
to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. . 

No. 574. Josepa Livernots, Sen.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Livernois, Sen. to 
a tract of land situate on Prairie Ronde, near river Detroit, and the notice by him filed this day was read in the 


words and figures following, to wit: 
To Peter Auprain, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 28, 1808. 


Sir: 
Please take notice that I set up title and make claim to a certain tract of land, situate, lying, and being in the 
district of Detroit, containing four arpents in front by one hundred in depth, bounded in front by unconceded lands, 
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in rear by unconceded_lands, and on the east by lands of Joseph Livernois. Jun., and on the’ west by lands of 
Messrs. ‘Todd and McGill, which I hold and possess by virtue of improvements, possession, and occupancy previous 


to the Ist July, 1796. 
JOSEPH LIVERNOIS. 


This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred arpents, it being four arpents in front by one hundred in depth, 
and is bounded as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Jacob Visgar, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
oon and has continued so until this day; foity or fifty arpents are cultivated and enclosed: a house is erected 
thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof. which certificate shall be No. 5743; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 575. Joun Askin, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Askin, Esq. to a tract of 
land, situate on the Miami river, and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures foltowing, 
to wit: 


‘Terrirory oF MIcHIGAn: 
To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derroir, December 28, 1808. 


You are hereby notified that I enter and claim a tract of land of four acres in width by one hundred in depth, 
situate on the Miami river, and bounded in front by said river, on the upper side by fort Miami, and on the lower 
side by the house claimed by Alexander and Samuel Ewings, which I claim by virtue of a long and an uninter- 
rupted possession and improvements. 

For Joun AsKIN, 
E. BRUSH, 2ttorney. 


This tract contains four hundred acres, it being four acres in front by one hundred in depth, and is bounded as 
in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Colonel John Anderson was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, he, the deponent, was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, as clerk to the claimant, and remained thereon until 1802, when the deponent left that place, and then 
left the premises in charge of Alexander Ewings, for Mr. Askin, who has kept possession and cultivated the same 
from that time to this day: a house is erected thereon, and eight or nine acres are cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 575; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 576. Jean Batiste Sext.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Batiste Sené to a tract of 
land, situate on lake St. Clair, and the notice by him filed the 23d instant was read in the words and figures follow- 
ing, to wit: 


To Perer Auprain, Esq. Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 23, 1808. 


Please take notice that [ now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a cer- 
tain tract of land, situate and being at la Pointe au Guinolet, within the territory of Michigan, and bounded in front 
by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, on the northeast side by Jacques Allard, pére, and on the southwest by 
lands of L. Reneau, being in breadth three arpents and two perches, and in length eighty arpents. I claim and set 
up title to this tract of land by virtue of occupancy and improvements previous to the Ist July, 1796. 


JEAN BATISTE SENE, his x mark. 


Witness, JosepH Watson. 


This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and fifty-two arpents, it being three arpents and two perches in: 
front by eighty in depth; bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, northeast by lands claimed 
by Jacques Allard, senior, and southwest by lands of Louis Reneau. ce 

Whereupon, Michel Monet was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Louis Griffard, junior, was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this day: 
a house is erected thereon, and five or six arpents are cultivated and enclosed. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


This deed, made this 23d day of December, 1808, by Louis Griffard, of the district of Detroit, and territory of 
Michigan, to Jean Batiste Sené, of the district and territory aforesaid, in consideration of one hundred and thirty- 
seven dollars and fifty cents, to him in hand paid by the said Jean Batiste Sené, and for other gootl causes and 
considerations him thereunto moving, has given, granted, and conveyed, and hereby gives, grants, ,and conveys, 
all his, the said Louis Griffard’s, right and title in and to one certain parcel of land, lying and being at la Pointe aux 
Guinolettes, within the aforesaid district and territory, and bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated 
lands, on the northeast side by Jacques Allard, pére, and on the southwest by the lands of Louis Reneau, being in 
breadth three arpents and two perches, and in length eighty arpents, and containing, by estimation, two hundred and 
fifty-two arpents, be the same more or less, to the said Jean Batiste Sené, his heirs and assigns, forever: to have and. 
to hold the above described premises, together with all and singular’the privileges, hereditaments, and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging, or in anywise appertaining, to the said Jean Batiste Sené, his heirs and assigns, to the only 
proper use, benefit, and behoof of the said Jean Batiste Sené, his heirs and assigns, forever. 

In witness whereof, I, the said Louis Griffard, have hereunto set my hand and seal, the day and year first above 


written. 
LOUIS GRIFFARD, fils, his x mark. [t. s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
osEPH Watson, Conveyancer. 
LL. C. Bovate. 
District or Detrorr, December 23, 1808. 


Acknowledged before me, the undersigned notary public, pursuant to law. Witness my hand and seal of office. 
JOSEPH WATSON, N. P. D. D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 576; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 577. Henry Sr. Bernarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Henry St. Bernard to a tract 
of land, situate on lake St. Clair, and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, 
to wit: 
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To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derroitr, December 28, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on lake 
St. Clair, containing, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by said lake, and in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by Laurent Griffard, and on the other side 
by Julian Campeau. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me, previous to 
1796, and continued to this date. 
For Henry Sr. Bernarp, 
LAMBERT LAFOY. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by lands of Laurent Griffard, and on the 
other side by lands of Julian Campeau. 

Whereupon, Michel Monet was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Captain William Flemming was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Joseph Ellair, from whom the claimant has purchased, who has pos- 
sessed and occupied the same to this day. ? , 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


TERRITOIRE DE Micnican, District du Detroit, savoir: 


Par devant George McDougall, notaire public pour le territoire et district cy-dessus, résidant au Detroit, 
furent présents les Sieurs Henry St. Bernard, d’une part, et Joseph Ellair, d’autre part, lesquels ont fait les échanges 
et permutations, ainsy qu’il ensuit, savoir: que le dit Sieur Henry St. Bernard céde et abandonne au dit Joseph El- 
lair une terre de deux arpents de front sur le profondeur qu’elle pourra partir (de ce jours) laquelle terre sise au 
nord du lac St. Clair, bornée au nord-est par la terre de M. McGregor, et au sud-ouest par Josette, veuve de Julian 
Forton, étant la meme terre que le dit Henry St. Bernard a acquis d’lgnace Ambroise Tremblé, selon son contrat, 
avec une maison, et tel et ainsy que la ditte terre se poursuit de toutes parts, circonstances, et dépendances. Et 
le dit Joseph Ellair céde et abandonne au dit Henry St. Bernard une autre terre, de trois arpents de front sur qua- 
rante de profondeur, sise proche la riviére au Gillionet, sise au nord du lac St. Clair, laquelle terre, bornée d’un 
coté, au nord-est, par Laurent Griffard, et au sud-est par Julian Campeau, avec une maison, grange, et autres bati- 
mens susconstruits, circonstances, et dépendances, les parties se garantissent l’un & l’autre de tous troubles et 
empéchement générallement quelconque, pour les terres suséchangées, et de defendre les dittes prémisses, ’un & 
l’autre, contre toutes !es clames et demandes de toutes personnes quelconques. En foi de quoy, les dittes Sieurs 
Henry St. Bernard et Joseph Ellair ont signé et scellé le présent contrat d’échange, (fait double) en la présence de 
moy, le dit notaire, et témoins soussignés, en |’étude du dit notaire, au Detroit, le douziéme jour du mois de Sep- 
tembre, |’an de nétre Seigneur mil huit cent huit. 

JOSEPH ELLAIR, [t. s.] 


HENRY ST. BERNARD, sa x marque. [L. s.} 
Signé et scellé, apres lecture faitte, en la présence de 
Joun Burnett, 
B. W. VaustTIne. 
Acknowledged before me, 
Georcr McDoveatt, Not. Pub. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 577; and that he cause-the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 578. Samvet Ewincs.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Samuel Ewings to a tract of land, 
situate on river Miami, and the notice filed this day by Solomon Sibley, in his behalf, was read in the words and fig- 
ures following, to wit : 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroir, December 28, 1808. 


Samuel Ewings hereby gives notice to the Commissioners of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit that he 
claims to have granted and confirmed tohim, &c. a certain tract of land of six hundred and forty acres, with the im- 
provements, &c. situate upon the river Miami, in the district of Erie, in the territory of Michigan; bounded as follows, 
to wit: commencing upon the bank of the river Miami near the old fort, and running down stream along the bank 
of said river one mile, and extending back from said river at right angles in rear one mile; bounded in front by the 
said river, on the upper side by the old fort, or near thereto, on the lower side and in rear by unlocated lands; makes 
claim to said tract of land by virtue of actual possession, occupancy, and improvements in himself, and those under 
whom he claims and derives title for a long time past, to wit, from a long time prior to the Ist July, 1796. 


For Samvet Ewines, 


SOL. SIBLEY, Attorney. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty arpents, and is bounded as in the notice. 

Whereupon, Colonel John Anderson was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the ist July, 1796, Ronald McDonald lived on and improved the prem- 
ises, as clerk to Messrs. Leith and Shepherd, and remained thereon till 1798; that afterwards, the deponent went 
and lived on the premises, as a tenant of Leith, Shepherd, and Duff, and remained thereon till 1802; then Duff 
and Leith sold the premises to Alexander Ewings, to whom the deponent delivered possession; and that, since that 
time, he continued in possession and occupancy until the 22d instant, when he sold to the claimant; that, in the year 
1796, there was about one arpent improved as a garden: there were a house, a kitchen, and stables; that, in the year 
1802, when the deponent left the premises, there were about five arpents improved, and now there are about fifteen 
or twenty arpents. P : : sats 

There are about eighty acres cultivated and enclosed, sixty of which are claimed by Whitmore Knaggs; and that 
he, the deponent, was present when arrangements were made between Ewings and ia that Ewings was to im- 
prove as much of the land claimed by Knaggs as he could, for the consideration of building a barn, and erect good 
fences on said lands; and also, one bushel of grain yearly; that, on that part of the land claimed by Knaggs, where 
Ewings has made improvements, there were no improvements made before the year 1803; that, at the time the ar- 
rangement took place between Knaggs and Ewings, there were not more than five acres in cultivation in supertficies; 
and at that same time, Ewings claimed but five acres in front.—Postponed. ° 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

Tuurspay, December 29, 1808. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 579. Wuitmore Knaces.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Whitmore Knaggs, to a tract of 
_ situate on river Miami; and the notice by him filed the 19th instant was read in the words and figures fol- 
owing, to wit: 
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To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
District or Detroit, October 31, 1808, 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of 
land, situate on the river Miami, near the old fort Miami, and bounded as follows: commencing ata certain bush on 
the plain, where formerly twe trees stood, running down said river Miami six arpents, one Gunter’s chain and nine- 
ty-two links, in rear by unconceded Jands, on the upper side adjoining lands of the United States, extending back 
one hundred arpents, and below by lands sold to William Brown. I claim and set up title by virtue of a deed from 
che chiefs of the Ottawas nation, as well as long continued possession and improvements. 


WHITMORE KNAGGS. 


Sir: 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. y 

Whereupon, Colonel John Anderson was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, he knows of no improvements being made on this tract 
of land; that, in the year 1803, improvements were made by Alexander Ewings as tenant to Mr. Knaggs, and that 
those improvements have been continued to this day; that about twenty-five acres are cultivated and enclosed. This 
tract of land was always claiined by Whitmore Knaggs. ‘This tract is part of a large tract claimed by the claimant, 
on which large improvements were made, and were burnt down on the 20th August, 1794, by General Wayne’s 
army, as the deponent understood.—Postponed. 

No. 580. Wittram Brown, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the claim of William Brown, Esq. to a 
tract of land on river Miami; and the notice by him filed the 19th instant was read in the words and figures follow- 
ing, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

Detroit, October 31, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the river Miami, containing six arpents, one Gunter’s chain, and ninety-two links in front and rear, 
‘and one hundred arpents in depth, bounded in front on the river Miami, commencing six arpents, one Gunter’s 
chain, and ninety-two links, from a bush, where formerly stood two trees, which are now fallen down on the plain 
near fort Miaini, on the upper side joining lands claimed by Whitmore Knaggs, and on the lower side by lands ownec 
by Archibald Lyons. I claim and set up title to said tract of land by virtue of long continued possession, occu- 
pancy, and improvements of those from whom I derive title. 

WILLIAM BROWN. 


SIR: 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Colonel John Anderson was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, he knows of no improvements being made on this tract 
of lands that, in the year 1803, improvements were made by Alexander Ewings, as tenant to Mr. Knaggs; and that 
those improvements have been continued to this day; that about twenty-five acres are cultivated and enclosed. This 
tract of land was always claimed by Whitmore Knaggs. This tract is part of a large tract claimed by the claimant, 
on which large improvements were made, and were burnt down on the 20th August, 1794, by General Wayne’s 
army, as the deponent understood.—Postponed. 

No. 581. Arcui1spaLD Lyons.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Archibald Lyons to a tract of 
land, on river Miami; and the notice by him filed on the 19th instant was read in the words and figures following, 


to.wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, October 31, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on the river Miami, containing six arpents, one Gunter’s chain, and ninety-two links in front and rear, 
and one hundred arpents in depth, bounded in front on said river Miami, in rear by unconceded lands, on the up- 
per side by lands owned by William Brown, and below by lands owned by Conrad Teneyck: said tract of land 
being part and parcel of land, a tract of four thousand acres, granted to Whitmore Knaggs in July, 1784, and con- 
firmed to him by renewal of said grant, the 12th day of May, 1797. I claim and set up title to said tract of land by 
virtue of long continued possession, and improvements of those from whom I derive title. 


ARCHIBALD LYONS. 


SiR: 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. ; : : : 
Whereupon, Colonel John Anderson was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 


sworn, deposed and said, that, in the year 1794, the late George Knaggs was in possession and occupancy of the prem- 
ises; that, on the 20th August, 1794, the buildings were burnt down by the army of General Wayne, as the deponent 
understood; and that, from that time tothe year 1805, no other improvements were made on the premises; since which 
time improvements have been made by John Ewings, and that, as the deponent understood, under Alexander Ewings, 
his brother.—Postponed. 

No. 582. Prerre Rioret, (pre-emption right.)—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Riopel 
io a right of preference to a tract of land, situate on river Rouge; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sr: Detroit, December 28, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim the right of pre-emption to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, 
lying, and being on the north side of river Rouge, containing, by estimation, twenty-five acres, it being two and a 
half acres in front by ten in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the northwest 
by lands claimed by the Northwest Company, and on the southeast by lands of Batiste Delisle. I claim the right 
of pre-emption by virtue of improvements made thereon previous to the year 1804, and continued to this date. 

PIERRE RIOPEL, his x mark. 


Witness, Lampert Laroy. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Joseph Visger, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the 26th March, 1804, Jacques Desplats purchased this tract of Jean Bap- 
tiste Cicot, and remained in the}possession of the premises until he sold to the claimant, who has kept a tenant on the 
same until about a year and a half ago, when he went and lived on it himself. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to a right of preference to 
the above des¢ribed tract of land; and, therefore, his claim be rejected. 

No. 583. Jacos Viscer, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacob Visger, Esq. to a tract of 
land situate on river Detroit; and the notice by him filed the 28th inst. was read in the words and figures following, 


to wit: 
To Peter Aupraln, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: DeEcEMBER, 28, 1808. 


Please take notice that I set up title and make claim toa certain tract of land, situate, lying, and being in the dis- 
trictof Detroit, containing one hundred and sixtyacres, it being forty acres in depthby ten chains four links in front, 
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and sixteen chains in rear, bounded north by unconceded lands, west by unconceded lands, south by lands formerly 
claimed by Matthew Ernest and by lands of the claimant, and east by lands of the claimant and Batiste Campeau, 


which I hold by virtue of improvements, possession, and occupancy previous to the Ist July, 1796. 
JACOB VISGER. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. ’ 

Whereupon, Baptiste Campeau was brought forward as a. witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being dul 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the 1st July, 1796, there was a small house built on the premises, which 
house was renewed latel: , and has always been standing; that he knows of no land: being cultivated, but about five 
arpents cleared, and prepared for cultivation and meadows; that the claimant keeps frequently a man in the house a 
week at a time, and almost always. , 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 583; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. : 
And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. . 
Fripay, December 30, 1808. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 584. THe wipow or ALexanver Extair.—The Board took into consideration the claim of the widow of 
Alexander Ellair to a tract of land, situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice by her filed this day was read in the 


words and figures following, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. - 
Detkorr, December 28, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
the north side of lake St. Clair, containing, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents 
in front by furty in depth, bounded in front by the said lake, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the upper side by 
lands claimed by Gregor McGregor, and on the lower side by lands claimed by Madame Critie. I claim title 
by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me previous to 1796, or by those from whom I derive 


ttle. 
JOSETTE GALINION, her x mark, 
Witness, Lampert Laroy. Widow of Alexander Ellair. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. | ; ; 
Whereupon, Louis Leduc was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 


deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession of one arpent in front by forty 
in depth, and has continued so to this day; with respect to the other two arpents in front by forty in depth, the de- 
ponent saith, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was also in possession and occupancy, and continued so until she 
sold to Jean Baptiste Duiette, who sold to Frangois L’Esperance, who sold to Robert Marsac, who sold to Ignace 
Ambroise, who sold to Henry St. Bernard, who sold to Joseph Ellair, from whom the claimant has purchased (as 
per deed herewith;) and that the premises have been constantly cultivated from Ist July, 1796, to this day: a dwell- 
ing-house is erected, and about twelve arpents are cultivated. 

The claimant, in support of her claim, exhibited a duplicate of the deed of Henry St. Bernard to Joseph Ellair, 
as recorded in the claim of said St. Bernard, No. 577; also a deed of transfer in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Micuican Terrirory, 88. 
*’ Know all men by these presents, that I, Joseph Ellair, of Detroit, for and in consideration of the sum of one hun- 
dred and twenty-five pounds, New York currency, to me in hand paid at and before the sealing and delivery of these 
presents, the receipt. whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have assigned and made over to Josette Galinion, my mother, 
all my right, title, and interest, claim, and demand of and to the within mentioned land and appurtenances: to have 
and to hold to the said Josette Galinion, her heirs and assigns. forever; and I, the said Joseph Ellair, for myself, 
my heirs and assigns, forever quit claim to the within mentioned land, and every part and parcel thereof. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my seal, at Detroit, the 28th December, A. D. 1808. 


JOSEPH ELLAIR, his x mark. [1. s.] 


Sir: 


Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of 
Lambert Laroy, 
JamES ABBOT. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that she have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 584; and that she cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 585. JoserpH Socrer.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Socier to a tract of land, situ- 
ate on lake St. Clair, which {was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, ia volume 
1, page 315, under the date of 5th February, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, above by lands of Batiste Rivard, and below 
by Jands of John Little. 

Whereupon, Robert Marsac was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that the claimant has possessed and cultivated the premises these twenty years past, and stil! doth 
occupy and cultivate the same: about twenty-five arpents are cultivated and enclosed; a house and stables are erected 
thereon; there is an orchard. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 585; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 586. Joun Yax.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Yax to a tract of land, situate on lake 
St. Clair; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 30, 1808. 


Sir: 

, Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate at Grosse Pointe, containing two arpents one perch of 
eighteen feet in front by eighty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, northeast 
by Simon Yax, and southwest by Pierre Yax. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements 


made by me or those from whom I derive title. ; 
JEAN YAX, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AUDRAIN. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 
Vhereupon, Joseph Socier was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July,'1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day without interruption. About twenty-four arpents are cultivated; there are a dwelling- 


house and an orchard thereon. 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 586; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of Jand therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of James Basy, Esq., (No. 218,) which was postponed on the ninth day of 
August last. 

‘And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the before described tract 
of land; and that, therefore, fis claim be rejected. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 
Saturvay, December 31, 1808. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


_ No. 587, Cuartes Pertrer.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Charles Peltier to a tract of land, 
situate on river Detroit; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 31, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on 
what is generally called the second concession, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in 
front by lands of the claimant, and im rear by unlocated lands, on the northeast by lands claimed by Jacques Cam- 
peau, and on the southwest by lands claimed by Mr. Ducharme. [ claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, 
and improvements made by me, or by those from whom I derive title. 

CHARLES PELTIER, his x mark. 


Witness, Lampert Laroy. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Joseph Grimard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed a said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant had erected a small house on the premises, and 
pes — part of the land, and has continued to cultivate the same to this day; about four or five arpents are 
cultivated. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 587; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroif. 


No. 588. Jean Baptiste Cicot, (pre-emption right. )—-The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Ba;- 
tiste Cicot to a right of preference to a tract of land, situate on river Rouge, containing, by estimation, thirty and a 
quarter acres, it being five and a half acres in front by five and a half in depth; and the notice by him filed this day 
was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 31, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim the right of pre-emption to a tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the 
north side of river Rouge, containing, by estimation, thirty and a quarter acres, it being five and a half acres in 
front by five and a half in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the northwest 
side by lands occupied by Jean Baptiste Delisle, and on the southeast by lands claimed by the claimant. 1 claim by 
virtue of occupancy and improvements made previous to the year 1804, and continued to this date. 


JEAN BAPTISTE CICOT. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Jacob Visger, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, peeg: to the month of March, 1804, the claimant was in possession and cultivated 
the premises, and has continued so to this day; that he was then, and is still, a head of a family; a house is erected 
thereon, and six acres are cultivated. pee 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the right of preference to 
the above described tract of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 588; and that 
he return the same, together with a receipt from the Receiver of Public Moneys, for at least one-fourth part of the 
purchase money, to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit, on or before the first day of January next. 


No. 589. Jean Baprisre Cicort, (pre-emption right. )—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Bap- 
tiste Cicot to the right of preference to a tract of land situate on river Rouge, containing, by estimation, about sixty 
acres, it being eight acres in front by eight in depth; and the notice by him filed this day was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 31, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim the right of pre-emption toa tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, 
lying, and being on the north side of river Rouge, containing, by estimation, sixty acres, it being eight acres in front 
by eight acres in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the northwest by lands 
claimed by the claimant, and on the southeast by lands of the United States. I claim title by virtue of possession, 


occupancy, and improvements made by me. 
: ; : JEAN BAPTISTE CICOT. 
This tract contains. and is bounded, as in the above notice. 


Whereupon, Jacob Visger, Esq., was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the month of March, 1804, the claimant was in possession and cultivated 
the premises, and has continued so to this day; that he was then, and is still, a head of a family: about four acres are 
cultivated and enclosed, and a house is erected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitied to’ the right of preference to the 
above described tract of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 589; and that he 
return the same, together with a receipt from the Receiver of Public Moneys. for at least one-fourth part of the pur- 
chase money, to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit, on or before the first day of January next. 


No. 590. Grorce Biur Jacxer, (pre-emption right.) —The Board took into consideration the claim of George 
Blue Jacket to the right of preference to a tract of land, situate on river Detroit; and the notice filed 14th instant 
was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Te the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

Sr: Derroir, December 14, 1808. 

Please take notice that I claim the right of pre-emption to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, 
lying, and being on the Vetroit river, containing, by estimation, eighty acres, it being ten acres in front by eight in 
depth, bounded in front by Detroit river, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the southwest and northeast by lands 
of the United States, unlocated. I claim the right of pre-emption by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improve- 
ments made by me thereon previous to 1804, and continued to this day. 

For Geores Brus Jacket, 


J. LASSELLE. 
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This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. : i 

Whereupon, Phillipe Lecuyer was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said, that, previous to March, 1804, the claimant did possess, occupy, and cultivate the premises, an 
has continued so to this day. About ten acres are cultivated; that a dwelling-house and out-houses are erected on 
the premises; and that the claimant was then, and is still, a head of a family. : é 

- And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the right of preference to the 

above described tract of land, and that he have a certificate thereof. which certificate. shall. be No. 590; and that he 
return the same, together with a receipt from the Receiver of Public Moneys for at least one-fourth part of the pur- 
chase money, to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit, on or before the first day of January next. 


No. 591. Anvorne Lassette, Jun. (pre-emption right.)—The Board took into consideration the claim of 
Antoine Lasselle, Jun. toa tract of land, situate in what is commonly called the second concession, &c.; and the 
notice by him filed this day was read in the words and figures followin;, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir:. Detrorr, December 31, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim the right of pre-emption to a tract of land, situate, lying, and being in what is 
called the second concession, containing, by estimation, eighty arpents, it being two arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by lands of the claimant, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the northeast by lands uf John, 
William, and David Macomb, and on the southwest by lands claimed by Frangois Gamelin. I claim the right of 
pre-emption by virtue of improvements made agreeably to the third section of an act of Congress entitled “‘ An act 
regulating the grants of land in the territory of Michigan.” 

ANTOINE LASSELLE, Jun. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. : , ; : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the right of preference to the 
above decctiied tract of fend, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 591; and that he 
return the same, as well as a receipt from the Receiver of Public Moneys for at least one-twentieth part of the pur- 
chase money, to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit, on or before the first day of January next. 


No. 592. Joun, Witu1am, anv Daviv Macoms, (pre-emption right.)—The Board took into consideration the 
claim of John, William, and David Macomb, to the second concession, &c.; and the notice filed by Solomon Sibley, 
their attorney, on the 10th instant, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 10, 1808. 


In conformity with the second section of an act entitled ** An act supplemental to an act regulating the grants 
of land in the territory of Michigan,” John Macomb, William Macomb, and David Macomb, sons and heirs of 
William Macomb, late of Detroit, Esq., deceased, hereby give notice to the Commissioners of the Land Office that 
they claim the preference of becoming the purchasers of two certain tracts of land lying in said district and territory, 
in rear of a certain tract of land, and adjoining the same, confirmed to them, the said John, William, and David 
Macomb, by the said commissioners; which said farm, so confirmed, is situated upon the river Detroit, adjoining the 
public domain (so called) on the lower side of said town of Detroit; one of said tracts of land commences at forty 
arpents from said river, and extends back, in continuation, forty arpents, being two arpents in width, that is, five 
chains and ninety-two links in front by one hundred and sixteen chains and fifty links in depth, containing sixty-nine 
acres, English measure, or statute acres, bounded southerly by lands of the claimants, easterly by the public domain, 
(so called,) northerly by United States’ lands, and westerly by lands of claimants; the other of said tracts, com- 
mencing forty arpents from said river Detroit, is three arpents. wide by forty arpents in depth, or eight chains eighty- 
eight links wide, and one hundred and sixteen chains fe fifty links in depth, and coitaining one hundred and three 
2nd one-fourth acres, English or statute measure, and is bounded southerly and wesierly by the lands of the said 
John, William, and David, in rear by vacant lands, on the westerly side by the lands im continuation of Antoine 
Lasselle, Jun., formerly the farm of Pierre Chene; which said two tracts of land together contain one hundred and 
seventy-twe acres and one-fourth’of anacre, statute measure of the United States: wheretcre, the said John, William, 
and David pray that this their entry, and claim of preference of being the purchasers, &c. may be received and 
sustained by said commissioners, and that the same being examined and considered, such further proceedings may 
be had thereon, as may be necessary to enable them to obtain a patent for the same, &c. : 


For Joun, Witt1am, anp Davin Maco, 
SOL. SIBLEY, Attorney and Agent. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the right of preference to the 
above described tract of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 592; and that 
they return the same, as well as a receipt from the Receiver of Public Moneys for at, least one-twentieth part of the 
purchase money, to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit, on or before the first day of January next. : 


No. 593. Francois VALLIQuET AND AMABLE Be xtarr, (pre-emption right.) —The Board took into consideration 
the claim of Frangois Valliquet and Amable Bellair to the right of preference to a tract of land, situate on river 
Miami; and the notice filed this day by Solomon Sibley, their attorney, was read in the words and figures follow- 


ing, to wit: 
; To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrorr, December 30, 1808. 


} Notice is hereby given to the Commissioners of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit that Francois Val- 
liquet and Amable Bellair, of said district, and territory of Michigan, and each the head of a family, claim the right, 
under the third section of an act entitled An act supplemental to an act regulating the grants of land in the territory 
of Michigan, approved the 25th April, 1808, of becoming the purchasers of a certain tract of land situated upon the 
northwest side of the river Miami, below the rapids thereof, in the said land district of Detroit, and territory of 
Michigan, which said tract of land contains’ six acres in front. upon said river Miami, and twenty in depth, mak- 
ing one hundred and twenty acres, bounded in front by said river, on the lower side by a line separating said tract 
from the improvements of Jean Baptiste Beaugrand, in rear by United States’ lands, and upon the upper side by 
lands of the United States. The said Valliquet and Bellair claimeth privilege of purchasing the above described 
tract of land (to the exception of two acres claimed by Francis Desforges, to wit, one acre in front upon said river 
by two acres in depth,) by virtue of having occupied, possessed, and improved the same prior to the 26th March, 
1804, down to the 25th April, 1808. 
For Francois Vatuiquet and AmaBLE Bexar, claimants, 
SOL. SIBLEY, 2ttorney and Agent. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Gabriel Godfroy was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the month of March, 1804, the claimants were in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and have continued so to this day; that they are both heads of family; that about ten arpents are cultivated, 
and that two houses and out-houses are erected thereon. ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the right of preference to 
the above described tract of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 5933 and that 
they return the same, together with a receipt from the Receiver:of Public Moneys for at least one-fourth part of the 
purchase ae to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit, on or before the Ist day of January next. 

Pp 
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The Board reconsidered the claim of Jesse Hicks to the right of pre-emption to a tract of land on Grosse Isle, 
which was postponed on the 25th day of November last, (No. 341.) 


Whereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the right of preference to the 
before described tract of land ; and that, therefore, his claim is rejected. 


No. 594, Francis Desrorces, (pre-emption right. )—'The Board took into consideration the claim of Francis 
Desforges to the right of preference to a tract of land, situate on the northwest side of river Miami; and the notice 
filed this day by Solomon Sibley, his attorney, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit, in the Territory of Michigan. 


Detroit, December 30, 1808. 


Notice is hereby given to the Commissioners of the said United States’ Land Office at Detroit, that 
Francis Desforges claims the privilege of becoming the purchaser of the pre-emption right to a certain tract of land, 
or lot, with the buildings and improvements thereon erected and standing, situated upon the northwest side of the 
river Miami, in the district of Erie, and territory of Michigan, containing two square acres of land, and bounded 
in front by the bank of the Miami river, on the lower side by a lot of ground occupied and improved by Amable 
Bellair, or one Valliquet, in rear and on the upper side by United States’ land, said to be claimed by said Bellair or Val- 
liquet. The said Francis Desforges claims to become the purchaser of said lot or tract of land, under the provisions of 
the third section offthe act of Congress entitled ‘* An act supplemental to anact regulating the grants of land in the ter- 
ritory of Michigan,” approved April 25, 1808, the claimant being the head of a family, and possessed, &c. of said 
lot of land prior to the 26th March, 1804, and having continued to possess and improve the same down to the day 
of passing said act. 


Sir: 


For Francis Desrorces, 
; , SOL. SIBLEY, Atorney. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Gabriel Godfroy was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the month of March, 1804, the claimant was in possession ‘and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued thereon three years after, when he became insane; and that Robert Innis became his guar- 
dian, and kept a tenant in the house during his insanity; and that he is now restored to his legal capacity by a de- 
cree of the Supreme Court sitting in Chancery. There is a two story house erected on the premises, and there is 
also a good garden. 

An a it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the right of preference to the 
above described tract of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 594; and that he 
return the same, together with a receipt from the Receiver of Public Moneys for at least one-fourth part of the pur- 
chase money, to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit, on or before the Ist day of January next. 


No. 595. Ganriet Goprroy and Jean Baptiste BeavcranD, (pre-emption right.)—The Board took into con- 
sideration the claim of Gabriel Godfroy and Jean Baptiste Beaugr ind to the right of preference to a tract of land, 
‘ situate on the northwest side of river Miami; and,the notice by them filed this day was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: re 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 31, 1808. 


Please take notice that we claim the right of pre-emption to a tract-of land in the district of Detroit, situate, 
lying, and being on the west-northwest side of the Miami river, that empties itself into lake Erie, containing, by 
estimation, two hundred and twenty-five acres, it being fifteen acres in front by fifteen in depth, bounded in front 
by the said Miami river, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the south or upper side by lands claimed by Bellair 
and Valliquet, and on the north or lower side by unlocated lands: claim the right of pre-emption by virtue of im- 
provements and occupancy of the said tract previous to the year 1804, and continued to this date. 

For Goprroy and BEauGRAnD, 
G. GODFROY. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Antoine Lasselle was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the month of March, 1804, the claimants were in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and have continued so to thisday. Three houses are erected on the premises, and four or five arpents 
are cultivated and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the right of preference to 
the above described tract of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 595; and 
that they return the same, together with a receipt from the Receiver of Public Moneys for at least one-fourth part of 
the purchase money, to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit, on or before the first day of January next. 


No. 596. Dr. Francis Le Barron, (pre-emption right.)—The Board took into consideration the claim of Dr. 
Francis Le Barron to the right of pre-emption to a lot of ground of two square acres, situate on the island of Mich- 
illimackinack; and the notice by him filed on the 11th August last was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Avuprain, Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, 4ugust 11, 1808. 


I hereby make entry and claim the pre-emptive right to two square acres of land on the island of Michilli- 
mackinack, bounded on the south side and in front by the strait of lake Michigan, on the north by a high precipice, 
on the east by a line that divides this claim from the body of the island, and on the west by a lime ridge. This 


tract of land is claimed by possessory right for about five years past. 
FRANCIS LE BARRON. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. _ ; ; ; 
And thereupon, no testimony being adduced, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not enti- 
tled to the right of preference to the above described tract of land; and that, therefore, his claim be rejected. 


No. 597. —— Sr. Micnet and Joseru Lorrencer, (pre-emption right.)—The Board took into consideration the 
claim of —— St. Michel and Joseph Lorrenger to the right of pre-emption toa tract of land, situate on the northwest 
side of river Miami; and the notice by them filed this day was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrorr, December 31, 1808. 


Notice is hereby given to the Commissioners of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, that —— ‘St. Mi- 
chel and Joseph Lorrenger, of said district, and territory of Michigan, claim the right, under the 3d section of an act 
entitled “ An act supplemental to an act regulating the grants of land in the territory of Michigan,” approved April 
25, 1808, of becoming the purchasers of a certain tract of land situated upon the northwest side of the river Miami, 
below the rapids thereof, in the said land district of Detroit, and territory of Michigan, which said tract of land con- 
tains three acres in front upon said river Miami, and twenty acres in depth, making sixty acres, bounded in front by 
said river, on the upper and lower sides by land settled by David Hull and Joseph Ruland, andin rear by United 
States’ lands. The said St. Michel and Lorrenger claim the privilege of purchasing the above described tract of 
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land by virtue of having occupied, possessed, and improved the same prior to the 26th March, 1804, down to the 


25th April, 1808. 
For —— Sr. Micuet and Joseru Lorrencer, . 
GEORGE McDOUGALL, Attorney of claimants, 


This tract contains, and is bounded,-as in the above notice. ‘ 

Whereupon, Francis Durgeot was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, in the year 1803, —— St. Michel was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and has 
continued so until about twenty-one months ago, when Joseph Lorrenger took possession,.and has occupied the same 
until last spring, when the deponent was at that places about three or four acres are cultivated, ae 9 a house and 
store-house are erected thereon. 

The deponent further saith, that the claimants lived together on the premises about seven months. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the right of preference to 
the above described tract of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 597; and 
that they return the same, together with a receipt from the Receiver of Public Moneys for at least one-fourth part 
of the purchase money, to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit, on or before the Ist day of January next. | 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

REUBEN ATTWATER, 


PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


No. 16. 


Transcript of the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Land Office at Detroit, commencing the 2d day of January, 
and ending 27th of February, 1809, both days inclusive. 


Monpay, January 2,. 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, January 4, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, January 6, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. . 
Monpay, January 9, 1809. 
__ The Board met ai nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, January 11, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being. no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
mi: Ps Frivay, January 13, 1809. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 598. Grorce Metprvm, administrator of Jean Le May, decéased.—The Board took into consideration 
the claim of George Meldrum, as administrator of Jean Le May, deceased, toa tract of land, situate on river St. 
Clair; and the notice by him filed the 24th December last was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


The honorable Commissioners of the Land Office for the Territory of Michigan. 
Detroit, December 24, 1808, 


Please take notice and enter on your records a tract of land, lying and being on river St. Clair, containing five 
acres in front on said river, and on the southwest by lands of George Cotterall, and on the northwest one hundred 
acres, bounded by unlocated lands, and on the northeast by the same. 

For the late Jean Le May, 
GEORGE MELDRUM, Administrator. 


This tract contains, by estimation, five hundred acres, and is bounded as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Joseph Robitaille was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, he, the deponent, was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to the late Jean Dumay, deceased, who occupied the same until he died; 
since which, George Meldrum, as administrator, has caused the same to be cultivated every year to this day: about 
fourteen arpents are cultivated; a good house and stables are erected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shal! be No. 598; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 599. Tue LeGat Heirs of James Apsort, Esq. deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of 
the legal heirsof the late James Abbott deceased, to a tract of land, situate on lake St. Clair, near L’ance creuse; 
and the notice by them filed the 31st December last was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: : Detroit, December 31, 1809. 


Please take notice that we claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on the 
northwest side of lake St. Clair, near L’ance creuse, containing, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being 
sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, on the north 
by unlocated lands, and on the south-southwest by lands claimed by a Monsieur Duchesne. We claim title by 
— of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by us previous to 1796, or by those from whom we derive 
title. 

For the heirs of the late Jamzs Ansort, deceased, . 
JAMES ABBOTT. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. , : 

Whereupon, Joseph Robitaille was —— forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, he, the deponent, cultivated the premises as a tenant of the 
late James Abbott, deceased; that he built a house thereon, cleared and enclosed about three arpents; and that from 
that time to this day he has continued to cultivate the same as a tenant. : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 599; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. } 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon 
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R Awe : ‘ Monpay, January 16, 1809. 
Ihe Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment.. 


‘The Board reconsidered the claim of Amable Bellair, (No. 520,) which was postponed on the 17th instant. 

Whereupon, Joseph Bellair was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises. 
that he, the deponent, helped to haul the timber for the house now erected thereon, and that the claimant has continu- 
ed to this day to possess and cultivate the same. 

And thereupon, in consequence of the above evidence, and also in consequence of the entry made by the claimant 
with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2, page 71, under the date of 25th January, 
1806, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to three arpents in front by forty in depth 
bounded in front by Otter creek, in rear by river aux Vases, on the upper side by unlocated lands, and Me by the 
Jand of the claimant, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 5203 and that he cause the 
same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the 
Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

_ No. 600. AmaBLe Bettair.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Amable Bellair to a tract of land, 
situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed on the 30th December last was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at. Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 30, 1808. 


Please to take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a 
tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the south side of river Raisins, containing four arpents in front by one 
hundred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, above by the lands 
of the heirs of ‘Tibbitt, and below by Hubert Lacroix. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improve- 
ments made by me or those from whom I derive title. 

For AmaBLE BELzatr, 
JOSEPH BELLAIR, his x mark. 

Witness, Peter AupRAIN. 

This tract contains. and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Joseph Bellair was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises. 
and has continued so to this day without interruption: about eighteen arpents are in cultivation; a house and. stables 
are erected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
Jand, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 600; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

Adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, January 18, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 601. Batisre Dusay.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Batiste Dubay to a tract of land, 
situate at L’ance creuse, on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed on the 6th of September last was read in 
the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
é ; Detroit, September 6, 1808, 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of land, 
situated on lake St. Clair, at L’ance creuse, containing, by estimation, four and a half arpents in front, by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by Jake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side, above, by Louis Laforge, on 
the other side, below, by Simon Landri. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improve- 


ments made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
BATISTE DUMAY, his x mark. 


Sir: 


Witness, PeTER AUDRAIN. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Jean Batiste Nanté was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Joseph Garand was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Saraphan Loson, from whom the claimant purchased about six 
years ago, and has occupied and cultivated the same every year to this day. About six arpents are cultivated, and 
a house is erected thereon, ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
Jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 601; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 602. Atexis Dusay.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Alexis Dubay to a tract of land, 
situate at L’ance creuse, on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed on the 6th of September last was read in 
the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
s Detroir, September 6, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of land, 
at L’ance creuse, of ‘four arpents by forty in depth, bounded in front by Jake St. Clair, in rear by unconceded 
lands, above by Simon Landri, and below by Mic ael Comparet. Iclaim and set up title by virtue of possession, 
occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. ; 
ALEXIS DUBAY, his x mark. 


Sir: 


Witness, Perer AupRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, and is bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in 
rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Simon Landri, and below by lands of Michael Comparet. ; 

Whereupon, Jean Batiste Nanté was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the ist of July, 1796, one Dubay, father to the claimant, was in possession 
and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until about six years ago, when he sold to his son, (the claimant) 
who has occupied and cultivated the same every year since that time to this day. About five arpents are cultivated, 
and a house and stables are erected thereon. : ir . 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 602; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

Adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
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Sean 3 Frivay, January 20, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


bia Board reconsidered the claim of Meldrum and Park, (No. 560,) which was postponed on the 24th of Decem 
ber last. } oe 
begs gee. the claimants, in support of their claim, produced a deed from Phillippe Bellanger to Benoit Cha- 
poton, which was entered at full length by the former commissioners, in liber B, fo. 151; and from which the fol- 
jowing is extracted, to wit: 


“* Excepté et reservé l’emplacement et terreins du Sieur Bellard, et qui n’est ny ne sera point maitre d’elever au- 
cuns bestiaux d’aucune espéce, ni de passer ni faire aucun chemin sur la ditte terre.” ; 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 560; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at. Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Saturday next, at nine in the forenoon. ) 
Saturpay, January 21, 1809. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 603. Tue HErrs or Cecitte CampEav, wiFr oF Jacques Loson.—The Board took into consideration the 
claim of the legal heirs of the late Cecille Campeau, deceased, and wife of Jacques Loson, to a tract of land, situate 
on river Huron; and the notice by them filed the 18th of August last was read in the words and figures follow- 
ing, to wit: . 


To the Register of the. Land Office of the United States, held at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, August 17, 1808. 


Notice is hereby given that I, John Williams, son and co-heir of Cecille Campeanu, late the wife of Jacques 
Loson, and late the widow of Thomas Williams, my late father, deceased, for and in right of myself, as well as 
for and in right of all the children and co-heirs of the said Cecille, our mother, deceased, and in right thereof, do 
now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim in and to a certain tract of land, situated 
upon the river Huron, in the district of Huron, and territory of Michigan, containing, by estimation, six hundred and 
forty acres, or thereabout, bounded in front upon said river Huron, upon the upper side, southwesterly, by lands 
claimed by Joseph Campeau, on the lower side, northerly, by lands claimed by Michel Comparet, and in rear by lake 
St. Clair, being in front, upon said river Huron, twelve acres, or thereabouts, and in depth fifty-three and one-third 
acres, or thereabouts. 1, the said John Williams, for myself and for and on behalf of the children and co-heirs of the 
said Cecille, our late mother, deceased, make claim and set up title to said tract of land, in the right of, and as the le- 
gal representatives of, the said Cecille, deceased, by virtue of purchase of said tract of land, made by said Cecille, in 
her lifetime, as well as long possession, occupancy, and improvements thereon had, made, and done by the said 
Cecille, and those under whom the said Cecille, and the heirs and legal representatives, set up title and claim in and 


to said tract of land, &c. 
JOHN WILLIAMS, 
For himself and the co-heirs of the late Cecille Campeau, deceased. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. . 

Wherupon, Jacques Campeau was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist of July, 1796, Jacques Loson and his late wife, Cecille Campeau, were in 
possession and occupancy of the premises; that Mrs. Loson remained on the said premises with her husband until she 
died; and that Jacques Loson has continued on the same to this day: that several people had made some improve- 
ments on the premises, and that Loson and his wife purchased them, to wit, from Tien Edwards; that after- 
wards Isaac Williams did transfer to them a certain quantity of land adjoining, making now part of the farm possessed 
and occupied by said Loson, which said quantity of land so transferred was the joint property of said Isaac Wil- 
liams and of the late Thomas Williams. The deponent further saith, that the said Isaac Williams and ‘Thomas 
Williams never made any improvements on this tract of land. The deponent has no knowledge that the first im- 
provements were made under the authority of Isaac and Thomas Williams; the deponent saith that there are about 
thirty-five or thirty-six arpents cultivated and enclosed, and that a house, barn, and other out-houses.are erected on 
the premises; that the house now standing was built by Thomas Edwards, but that the barn and other buildings 
have been erected by Jacques Loson. The deponent further saith, that Jolin Williams worked now and then on the 
said tract of land with a negro of his father; that the negro worked seven or eight years until he was sold, to wit, 
seven or eight years ago. ‘I'he deponent knows that Jacques Loson has cultivated this farm ever since he has been 
in possession of it, and that all the fencing, seeding, and ploughing, has been made by said Loson, or by people under 
him; that the negro was brought to Jacques Loson by his wife, when he married her, and was sold by him, or her, 
during her lifetime; that John Williams lived in the house of Jacques Loson during the time he remained on 
river Huron. - That, when Mr. and Mrs. Losuu went to live on river Huron, he, the deponent, thought that they 
were going on the property of Mrs. Loson, but he does not know whether Loson thought so himself or not. That 
two daughters of Mrs. Loson, by her first husband, lived seven or eight years, more or less, in the family of Jacques 
Loson, except the time they were sent to school. 

Touissant Campeau, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that he often heard the late Mrs. Loson 
say that the premises under consideration were her property; that there were about twelve arpents cultivated and 
enclosed, previous to Mr. and Mrs. Loson going to reside thereon. The deponent being asked in what situation 
Jacques Luson was when he went to live on the river Huron, answered that, to the best of his knowledge, he be- 
lieves that he had nothing.—Postponed. 


No. 604. JoserH Campeav.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Campeau, toa tract of 
land, situate on river Huron; and the notice by him filed 31st December last was read in the words and figures fol- 


lowing, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land. Office at Detroit. | 
, Detroit, December 31, 1808. 
IR: 
Take notice that I claim title to one tract of land, situate on or near river Huron, containing twelve arpents 
in front by —— arpents in depth, bounded in front on river Huron, above by my own lands, and below by Fran- 
cois St. Obin. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I 


derive title. 
; . JOSEPH CAMPEAU. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Jacques Loson was brought. forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that he has been living on the farm under consideration about sixteen years, and has worked and 
improved the same to this days that, when he went to live on it, there was on-it one Thomas Edwards, from whom 
he, the deponent, purchased the improvements; that he sold this tract of land to Joseph Campeanu for a valuable consi- 
deration, but that the late Mrs. Loson refused to sign the deed; that, Mrs. Loson refused also to sign the mortgage, but 
that he, the deponent, forced her to du it; that he owed a sum of money to Joseph Campeau for goods which he, 
the deponent, had taken from the store of: Mr. Campeanu, for the use of his family; and that it was for that debt that 
he gave the above mentioned ‘mortgage to Mr. Campeau; that the children of Mrs. Loson by her first husband were 
not constantly with him, but lived with him about seven or eight years, and were clothed with part of the goods 
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purchased from Mr. Campeau’s store; that he paid Thomas Edwards for his improvements with a horse, which was 
part'of Mrs. Loson’s property, and with an order on Mr. Campeau for about twehty pounds, which is comprehended 
in the mortgage; that, since he sold his farm.to Mr. Campeau, he considered himself as a man living thereon, with- 
out paying rent, and that he does’ not consider Mr. Campeau as owner, because Mr. Campeau never took posses- 
sion of the premises. ‘The deponent further saith, that he knows of Mr. Isaac Williams having transferred all the 
lands to the late Mrs. Loson, the year they went to live on them, but prior to their going; and that he, the deponent, 
agreed to the transfer, and that he always considered the premises as thé property of his wife; and that he worked 
the same as common property befiveen them; that, about two years ago, he settled all his accounts with Mr. Cam- 
peau, and gave Mr. Campeau his note of hand for the balance, which is now unpaid, ircluding the mortgage money; 
that Mr. Campeau aid not say that the mortgage and other papers were null and good for nothing. ‘The deponent 
exhibited a writing purporting to be a mutual gift between him and his late wife.—Postponed. 
And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. ; 
Monpay, January 23, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. ‘ 
Wepnespay, January 25, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment: and, there being no business, adjourned to Fri- 


day next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, January 27, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenocea, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 605. THE wipow AND HEIRS OF Pierre Maver, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim 
of the widow and heirs of Pierre Mayet, deceased, to a tract of land, situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice by 
them filed the 6th July, 1808, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, July 6, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on lake St. Clair, containing about four arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake 
St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by Batiste Chovin, and on the other side by Jean Louis Tremblé. 
I claim and set up title for myself and children, by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by 


me or by my late husband, Pierre Mayet, deceased. 
MARY, rue wipow or Pierre Mayet, her X mark. 


Sir: 


Witness, Perer AuDRAIN. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, John Grant was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Pierre Mayet, deceased, was in possession and occupan- 
cy of the premises, and continued so until he died;.since which time, the widow and children have occupied and 
cultivated the same to this day: about fourteen arpents are under cultivation, and a house and stables are erected 


thereon. 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 


of land, and that they have a certificate thereof; which certificate shall be No. 605; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 606. Tue wipow or Vicror Moriceav, deceased. —The Board took into consideration the claim of the 
widow of Victor Moriceau, deceased, to a tract of ‘land, situate on river Ecorces; and the notice by her filed the 
28th December last was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 28, 1808. 


Take notice that J now enter with the Register of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of land, 
situate on river Ecorces, of three arpents in front by eighty in depth, bounded in front by said river, in rear by un- 
conceded lands, on one side by lands of Dominique Drouillard, and on the other side by lands of Mr. Schieffelin. I 
claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 


THE WIDOW OF VICTOR MORICEAU, her x mark. 


Sir: 


Witness, PeTer AuDRAIN. 

This tract contains, and is bounded,.as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Baptiste Rouson was brought forward as a witness in hehalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so without interruption to this day: ten or twelve arpents are cultivated, and a house and stabies 
are erected on the premises. aly 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that she have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 606; and that she cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, wit’ the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 607. THe LEGAL HEIRS oF Francois Paut Campeau, deceased.—The Board took. into consideration the 
claim of the legal heirs of Francois Paul Campeau, deceased, to a tract of land, situate on Otter creeks and the 
notice by them filed the 28th December last was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
. Detroit, December 28, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that we claim title to a tract of land, situate or river aux Loutres, containing six arpents in 
front by about twenty-five in depth, bounded in front by said river aux Loutres, on one side by lands of Joseph 
Monmini, and on the other side by lands of Joseph Drouillard. We claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and 
improvements made by our late father, deceased, or those from whom he derived title. 

For the heirs of Francots Pavit Campeau, deceased, 
JEAN BAPTISTE ROUSON, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AvpRAIN. 

Whereupon, Joseph Drouillard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the iate Francois Paul Campeau was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; afterwards the children have occupied the premises, until 
avout four years ago, since which time the land has remined idle: about seven arpents have been cultivated; there 
was a house on the premises, which was burnt about three years ago.—Postponed. 

No. 608. Josepy Drovittarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Drouillard toa tract of 
land, situate on Otter creek; and the notice by him filed the 28th December last was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
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To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Dertrorr, December 28, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate on river aux Loutres, containing four arpents in front 
by twenty-five in depth, bounded in front by said river, on one side by jlands‘of Antoine Dubreuil, and on the other 
side by lands of the heirs of Frangois Paul Campeau. ‘ I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improve- 


ments made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
ee, ; O.SEPH:DROUILLARD, his x mark. 
Witness, Perer AuprRaln. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above.notice. : : ; 

Whereupon, Frangois Soudriette was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and remained on the same-until about six years ago, when the claimant left them; after that time, Antoine 
Lafontaine took possession of that tract, and remained thereon two years, and then sold his improvements and pre- 
tensions to Antoine Guy, who has lived on the premises these two years.—Postponed. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Mownpay,. January 30, 1809. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 609. Cuartes Pouparp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Charles Poupard, grantee of the 
widow of Simon Campeau, deceased, being part of a tract which was entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at, Detroit, by Gabriel Chene, in vol. 2, page 256, under the date of 28th February, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being three arpents in front by eighty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Robert McDougall, and be- 
low by lands claimed by Gabriel Chene. ’ : \ : 

Whereupon, ‘Teophile Metté was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Simon Campeau, deceased, was in_pos- 
session and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until his death; that the widow occupied the same until five 
or six years ago, when she sold to the claimant, as per deed herewith; and that the claimant has occupied and culti- 


vated the same to thisday. ; i ; : 
The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Derrorr, Comté de Wayne: 

Par devant le notaire public pour le comté de Wayne, dans te territoire d’Indiana, residant au Detroit, fut pré- 
sent Dame veuve Simon Campeau, demeurant sur sa terre, dans le coté du nord-est de la. paroisse Ste. Anne, du dit 
comté, laquelle reconnoit par ces présentes avoir cédé, quitté, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et toujours, 
avec garantie de tous troubles, dons, douaires, dettes, hypotheques, évictions, aliénations, et de tout autre empéche- 
ment générallement quelconque, au Sieur Charles Poupard, son gendre, et & Phelise Campeau Poupard, son épouse, 
qu’il autorise & |’effet des présentes,'& ces présents et acceptants, pour eux, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, 
la moitié de la ditte terre ow elle demeure présentement, comme dit est: la ditte moitié dun arpent et demi de front 
sur quarante de profondeur, avec toutes les circonstances et dépendances, sans en rien reserver'ny retenir, et avec le 
méme droit sur les quarante autres arpents au bout des dits premier cédé, et en outre la ditte veuve, au dit Pou- 
pard et sa femme, tous les meubles mentionnées dans l’inventaire qui a été fait des biens qui ont été entr’elle et le 
dit defunt Simon Campeau, avant son mari, c’est & dire: tous les meubles en général mentionnées au dit inventaire, 
en date du neuf de May dernier, sans en rien reserver ny retenir, consistant en meubles de menage, animaux, 
instruments d’agriculture, &c. . Et en outre la ditte veuve donne au dit Poupard la jouissance de l’autre arpent et 
demi de la ditte terre sa vie durant, c’est 4 dire, tant qu’elle vivra, au profit du dit, Poupard, et lui abandonne aussi 
pour toujours ses douaires et préciput, tels qu’ils lui sont accordés par son contrat de mariage avec le dit feu Simon 
Campeau, tel que le tout est mentionné au dit inventaire, ce que les dits Charles Poupard et son épouse ont accepté: 

Cette abandon, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait aux conditions suivantes, savoir: que le dit Poupard 
s’oblige de nourrir, entretenir de hardes, loger, chauffer, éclairer la ditte veuve sa vie durant, ‘et la traiter avec 
respect, tant en santé qu’en maladie; auquel cas, de la faire soigner comme il conviendra, en outre s’oblige de nourrir 
et loger demoiselle Angelique Campeau, sa belle-sceur, jusqu’d .ce qu’elle soit pourvue par mariage, ou autrement, 
et de la traiter doucement, et ainsy que de nourrir la veuve Simon Campeau, fils, tant qu’elle voudra rester avec le 
dit Poupard, et de nourrir aussi une petitte fille, que la ditte veuve a avec elle, aux conditions, cependant, qu’elles 
travailleront en leur capacité pour leurs entretiens de hardes, &c. et feront les ouvrages que des femmes et filles 
sont accoutumées de faire, pour le profit du dit Poupard. Antoine Campeau, fils mineur du dit defunt Simon 
Campeau, pére, restera chez le dit Poupard, et travaillera pour lui jusqu’& ce qu’il aura l’age de vingt-un ans accom- - 
plis, le dit Poupard le nourrira comme il convient, !’entretiendra de hardes, et lui donnera par chaque année onze 
pounds et quatre shellings, en argent ou marchandises. Si le dit Charles Poupard peut avancer a la ditte dame, sa 
belle-meére, la somme de cent pounds, pour faire dire des priéres, &c., 1a ditte somme lui sera remise, et a prendre sur 
l’arpent et demi de terre, dont il a la jouissance de la ditte dame, veuve, duquel arpent et demi de front il aura la 
préference apres le decés de la ditte dame, au prix et prorata de ce que toute la terre de trois arpents a été estimée 
a l’inventaire du 19 May dernier, et du surplus il sera disposé suivant qu’il plaira & la ditte veuve d’ordonner 
dans la suite. S’il ne peut avancer Jes dittes cent pounds, pour faire dire des priéres pour son defunt et elle, la 
ditte somme sera payé, et a prendre sur le dit arpent et demi, comme dit est, aprés le decés de la ditte dame 
veuve, en deduction sur le prix du dit arpent et. demi, ce renvoy approuvé bon. 

Et pour sureté et garantie de part, le dit Charles Poupard, de remplir ponctuellement les conditions auxquelles 
il s’oblige par le présent acte envers la ditte dame veuve, Xc.; il a de ce moment affecté, engagé, et hypothéqué, en- 
vers elle, tous ses biens, et spéciallement le dit terrein, &c. a lui abandonné et cédé par ces présentes, et il s’oblige 
de plus, sous le méme hypothéque, de payer toutes les dettes sont diies & divers créanciers et héritiers du dit feu 
Simon Campeau, pére, ainsy qu’il est mentionné comme dit est. Car ainsy sont conveniies les parties, promettant, 
&c. obligeant, &c. Fait et passé au dit Detroit, le seize de May, l’an mil huit cent trois, et ont la ditte dame veuve 
Campeau et Charles Poupard, signé et posé leurs cachets & ces présentes, présence de, et de nous, dit notaire, qui 


avons signé et posé notre cachet d’office. 
Veuve SIMON CAMPEALU. [z. s.] 
CHS. POUPARD. [_. s.] 
Présence de 
HARLES Moran, 
F. D. BEeticovr. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, (subject to the above mortgage,) and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 609; and 
that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be 
returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 610, Joun Conner.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Conner to a tract of land, situate 
on the north side of the nrth branch of river Huron; and the notice by him filed the 30th of December, 1808, was 


read in the words and figures following, to wit: 
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; To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. ' 
Sir: Detroit, December 29, 1808. 


Take notice that I enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at-Detroit my claim to a tract of land, 
situate, lying, and being on the north side of the north branch of river Huron, containing, by estimation, six hun- 
dred and forty acres, it being sixteen acres infront by forty’in depth, bounded in front by said north branch, and 
in rear by unlocated lands, on the east by lands claimed by James Conner, and on the west, also, by unlocated 
lands. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive 
title. , 

For Joun Conner, 
JAMES CONNER. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Henry Conner was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the prem- 
ises; that, in 1797, the claimant went into the Indian country, and that he, the deponent, at the request of the claim- 
ant, took charge of the,premises, and has continued to take care of the same to this day: about four acres are culti- 
vated and enclosed: a grist mill 1s erected on the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 

_land, and that a have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall’ be No. 610; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

’ And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


f ; Wepnespay, February 1, 1809. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of Francois Laviolette, (No. 515,) which was postponed the 17th December 
last. : 
The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in tne words and figures following, to wit: 


Terrirory oF Micnican, District of Erie, to wit: 


Know all men by these presents, that I, Etienne Jacob, of the river Raisins, in said district of Erie, for and in 
consideration of one hundred dollars to me in hand paid, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have sold, 
bargained, aliened, and confirmed, and by these presents do sell, bargain, alien, and confirm unto Francois Lavio- 
lette, of the same place, all my right, title, claim, and interest in and to a certain farm, lot, tract, or parcel of land, 
situate, lying, and being on the north side of said river Raisins, bounded as follows, to wit: south and front by said 
river Raisins, on the west side by a farm claimed at present by Gabriel Godfroy, Jun. belonging formerly to the ‘late 
Pierre Demaise, on the eastern side by the farm of Francois Barron, alias Caton, and in rear by vacant lands, consisting 
of or containing three arpents in front, and running as far back as the adjoining farm, be the same more or less: to 
have and to hold the said farm, lot, tract, or parcel of land, with the house, out-houses, barn, and stables, and im- 
provements, and all and singular of the appurtenances and _ privileges thereunto in anywise belonging, to the said 
Francois Laviolette, his heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, forever. And I, the said Etienne Jacob, do b 
these presents warrant and forever defend the said premises against the claims of myself, my heirs, executors, ad- 
ministrators, or assigns, and against the claim and claims of all and every other person or persons whatsoever, (the 
claim of the Government of the United States of America only excepted,) free and clear from all bonds, judg- 
ments, mortgages, or prior sales, of whatsoever name or nature. 

In testimony whereof, I, not knowing how to write, have caused my name to be hereunto written, have made my 
customary mark, and caused my. seal to be hereunto affixed, at river Raisins, this 26th day of January, 1809. 


ETIENNE JACOB, his x mark. 


Signed, sealed, and delivered, after hayibg been read and duly understood, in presence of 
Israet RuLaNp, 
Daviv Hutt. 


Terrirory oF Micuican, District of Detroit, to wit: 


Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the Justices of the Peace for said district of Erie, the 
within named Etienne Jacob, whe acknowledged the within to be his own free and voluntary act and deed. 


Given under my hand, this 26th day of January, 1809. 
CHRISTOPHER TUTLE, J. P. D. E. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 515; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 611. Jutien Campeav.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Julien Campeau to a tract of land, 
situate on lake St. Clair, part and parcel of a larger tract entered by Joseph Ellair with the former Commissioners 
of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 359, under the date of the 3d December, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being about three arpents in front by forty 
in depth, bounded. in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Henry St. Bernard, and 
below by lands of Jean Batiste Marsac. 

Whereupon Jean Batiste Nantay was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Captain William Fleming was in possession and occu- 

ncy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Joseph Ellair, from whom the claimant has purchased, and 
oa occupied and cultivated the same to this day: about seven or-eight arpents are cultivated and enclosed. 

And the claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


‘Terrtroire DE Micuican, District du Detroit, ss. 


A toutes personnes & qui ces présentes viendront, qu’il soit connu et manifesté que ce-jourdhui, le dixiéme 
jour du mois de Septembre, l’an de nétre Seigneur mil huit cent huit, par devant moy, George McDougall, notaire 
public du territoire et district susdit, par autorité licitte duement commissionné et sermenté selon la loi, résidant 
en la cité du Detroit, et témoins soussignés, personnellement a comparu Joseph Ellair, habitant du dit district du 
Detroit, lequel reconnoit par ces présentes, qu’en considération de la somme de deux cent piastres ou dollars, 
monnoye légalle des Etats Unis, a lui en main payé comptant, par Julien Campeau, du dit district du Detroit, la ré- 
cette de laquelle somme il avoue d’avoir regu, par ces différentes billets de cette méme date, avant la passation 
du présent contrat, lui, le dit'Joseph Ellair, reconnoit d’avoir vendu, cédé, quitté, transporté, et délaissé, et il vend, 
céde, quitte, transporte, et délaisse, par ces présentes, au dit Julien Campeau, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, dés mainte- 
nant et & toujours, avec garantie de tous troubles, douaires, hypothéques, et de tout autre empéchement géné- 
rallement quelconque, une terre, avec tous les batiments et whe, | phe quelconques susconstruits, sise et située 
sur le bord du lac St. Clair, de trois arpents, et le surplus que se trouvera de front sur quarante arpents de pro- 
fondeur, bornée en front par le dit lac St. Clair, par derriére par des terres non concédées, d’un cété, au nord-est, 
par Henry St. Bernard, et au sud-est par la terre présentement occupée par William Grosbeck, qui est néanmoins 
clamé et appartient & Benjamin Marsac: d’avoir et tenir les prémisses accordées et cédées, comme dit est, avec toutes 
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les privileges et appartenances d’icelles, a lui, le dit Julien Campeau, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, & perpetuité, & son 
et leur jouissance et avantage, & perpetuité. Et moi, Je dit Joseph Ellair, pour moi méme, mes hvirs, exécuteurs et ad - 
ministrateurs, j’agrée et je conviens avec le dit Julien'Campeau, ses hoirs, et ayant cause. que jesuis légallement 
saisie en fief absolu des dittes prémisses, qu’ils sont exempt de toutes embarras, que j’ai un bon droit de les vendre et 
transporter au dit Julien Campeau, et que je garantirai et defendrai les prémisses susdittes au dit Julien Campeau, 
ses hoirs, et ayant cause, pour toujours, contre les clames et demandes de toutes personnes quelconques, le droit des 
Etats Unis excepté. 
En foy de quoy, le dit Joseph Ellair a signé et scellé le présent contrat, en présence de moi, le dit notaire, et 
témoins soussignés, le jour et an susdit; et en confirmation d’icelle de surplus, moi, le dit notaire, j’ai 4 cecy posé 


ma signature et mon cachet notarial. 
is ‘ ii JOSEPH ELLAIR. [t. s. 
Signé, scellé, et délivré, en la présence de ] 
James DopEMED, 
Raru M. Pomeroy. 

Sealed, delivered, and acknowledged before me, ai 
GEO. McDOUGALL, Not. Pub. T. M. - 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, aud that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No, 611;. and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 612. Gapriet Goprroy, Jun.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel Godfroy, Jun. to a 
tract of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed the 8th December last was read 
in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. ’ 
Detroit, December 8, 1808. 
Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land situate on tue south side of river Raisins, containing three 
arpents in front by the depth of the adjoining farms, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, 
on one side by Joseph Porlier Benac, and on the other side by Giles Barns. I claim title by virtue of possession, 
occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 

. GAB. GODFROY, Jun. 


Sir: 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, — to the Ist July, 1796, Charles Drouillard was in possession and occupancy.of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to Frangois Durgeot, from whom the claimant has purchased, and has ten- 
anted the same to this day. About nineteen arpents are cultivated. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


TerriroirE DE Micuiean, District du Detroit: 

Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent Francois Durgeot, & présent demeurant dans le district du 
Detroit, lequel reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et Telnineé, dés maintenant et 4 toujours, avec garantie de 
tous dons, douaires, dettes, hypothéques, évictions, aliénations, et de tout trouble et empéchement générallement 
quelconque, & Gabriel Godfroy, fils, a ce présent acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, 
une certaine terre ou plantation, sise et située au sud de la riviére aux Raisins, dans le district d’Erie, et territoire 
de Michigan, consistant en trois arpents de front sur la méme profondeur des autres terres: voisines, bornée d’un 
coté par Joseph Porlier Benac, et de l’autre coté par Giles Barns, que le dit acquéreur dit bien savoir et connoitre, et 
dont il est content et satisfait. La ditte terre ou plantation est la méme que le dit Francois Durgeot a acheté de 
Charles Drouillard, par contrat passé le 12 May, 1801; Charles Drouillard avait acheté d’Etienne Dufresne, dit Le- 
veillé, qui avait eu en échange de Pierre Baron; Pierre Baron l’avait ea dé Charles Reaume, & qui les sauvages 
Poutouatamies l’avaient donné, ainsy qu’il appert par leur contrat, en date du 1 Septembre, 1786. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de cinquante pounds, 
cours de la Nouvelle York, que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu du dit acquéreur lors et avant la passation des 
présentes, dont il le tient quitte et déchargé, ainsy que tous autres. ; 

Au moyen de quoy, le dit vendeur a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transporte au dit acquéreur, 
ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété qu’il a et a pa avoir sur la ditte terre, s’en démet- 
tant et dévétissant a son profit, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy 
qu’il appartiendra en vertu des présentes. 

Fait et passé au Detroit, le 27éme jour de Septembre, en |’an de nétre Seigneur mil huit cent six, et le dit ven - 
deur ayant déclaré ne savoir signer, a fait sa marque ordinaire, et a scellé en présence de témoins, aprés que lecture 


lui a été faitte des présentes. 

P ioe ‘ ; FRANCOIS DURGEOT, sa x marque. [L. s.] 
Scellé et délivré en présence de Joseru ‘TorNE, 
Peter AUDRAIN. 
Fe Detroit, October 27, 1806. 
Territory oF Micuican, to wit: 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the Justices of the Peace in the district of Detroit, Fran- 
cois Durgeot, the above grantor, who acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing to be his voluntary act and 


deed, and, the same being read to him, he declared that he is content. : 
PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 612; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. roe ey 
The Board reconsidered the claim of Christian Clemens and James Conner, (No. 541,) which was postponed 21st 


December last. i ’ ben 

The claimants, in support of their claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 

Know all men by these presents, that I, Henry Tucker, of river Huron, and territory of Michigan, in conside- 
ration of the sum of one hundred dollars, to me in hand paid by Christian Clemens, of the same district and terri- 
tory aforesaid, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have remised, released, and forever quitted claim, and 
do by these presents remise, release, and forever quit claim unto Christian Clemens, his heirs aa assigns, forever, 
all that certain tract or lot of land, situate, lying, and being on the river Huron, in said district, which farm or tract 
of land is bounded on the south by said river Huron, and on the east by lands claimed by ‘Tobias Newcomer, and 
running up said river fifteen and a half acres, and the usual depth of forty acres back; I do hereby release, and for- 
ever quit claim all my improvement right to said tract or lot of land, to have and to hold the same to him, the said 


Christian Clemens, his heirs and assigns, forever. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my seal, this 4th day of March, in the year of our 


Lord 1808. 
HENRY TUCKER. [z. s.] 


In presence of Rosert ‘Tait, 
Joun J. MancHEsTER. 


64 Pp 








502 PUBLIC LANDS. (1807. 





And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, (not to exceed six hundred and twenty acres,) and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall 
be No. 541; and that they cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein 
contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. é 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Frinay, February 3, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
ele Monpay, February 6, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 613. Francois Marsac.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Captain Frangois Marsac to a 
tract of land, situate on what is called Tremblé’s creek; and the notice by him filed the 30th December last was 
read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 30, 1808. 


Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land situate, lying, and being on a creek known as Tremblé’s 
creek, of six arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by said creek, and in rear by unlocated lands, on 
one side by lands of the claimant, and on the other side by lands of Joseph Tremblé. I claim title by virtue of pos- 
session, occupancy, and improvements made by me prior to 1796, and continued to this date. 


For Francois Marsac, 
ROBERT MARSAG, his x mark. 


Whereupon, John Litle was brought forward. as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, he, the deponent, was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
continued so until he sold the same to the claimant about seven years ago. 

Joseph Tremblé, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant has caused the premises to be 
cultivated every year to this day, and that about twelve or fourteen arpents are under cultivation. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited two deeds of sale and transfer, in the words and figures follow- 
ing, to wit: 

Know all men by these presents, that I, Andrew Baker, of Detroit, for and*in consideration of the sum of fif- 
teen pounds, New York currency, to me in hand paid by John Litle, yeoman, of the same place, the receipt whereof 
I do by these presents acknowledge, have granted, bargained, and sold, and by these presents grant, bargain, and 
sell, alien and confirm to said John Litle, his heirs and assigns, forever, a certain tract of land lying and being on a 
place commonly called Tremblé’s creek, on the right hand as you go up said river or creek, containing six acres in 
frout by forty in depth, bounded on the side below by Michael Tremblé’s land, and above by land occupied by Grif- 
fard, and in the rear by unoccupied Jands; together with all appurtenances belonging to said land, and the right, title, 
interest, claim, and demand whatsoever of him, the said Andrew Baker, his heirs and assigns, forever, of in, and 
to the said tract of land and premises above mentioned, and every part and parcel thereof: to have and to hold the 
said tract of land and premises, and every part and parcel thereof, to the only proper use and behoof of the said 
John Litle, forever; and the said Andrew Baker, for fimeelf, his heirs and assigns, and from them will warrant and 
forever defend the said tract of land and appurtenances. In witness whereof, I, the said Andrew Baker, have 
made my ordinary mark, after hearing this deed read before witnesses at the Presque Isle, this 7th day of May, 


A. D. 1796. 
; ANDREW BAKER, his x mark. [L. s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
Narahan WILL1AMs, 
Saran WILLIAMs. 
Micnican TERRITORY, SS. 
Know all men by these presents, that I, John Litle, of Detroit, for and in consideration of the sum of thirty 
dollars, money of the United States, to me in hand paid at and before the sealing of these presents, the receipt 
whereof 1 do hereby acknowledge, have assigned and made over to Francois Marsac, all my right, title, interest, 
claim, and demand of and to the within mentioned lands: to have and to hold to the said Francois Marsac, his heirs 
and assigns, forever; and the said John Litle, for myself, my heirs and assigns, forever quit claim to the within 
mentioned land, and every part and parcel thereof. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my seal, at Detroit, the thirty-first day of August, 


one thousand eight hundred and eight. 
JOHN LITLE. [1 s.] 


Sealed and delivered in presence of Lampert Laroy, 
James ABBOTT. 


_ And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
Jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 613; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. : 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, February 8, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 614. Francots Marsac.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Captain Francois Marsac 
to a tract of land, situate on Swan creek, of lake St. Clair, and the notice by him filed the thirtieth day of De- 
cember last was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroir. December 30, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate, lying, and being, on Swan creek, on lake St. 
Clair, twelve acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by said creek, and on every other side by un- 
located lands. I claim the above land by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me prior 
to 1796, and continued to this date. 
‘ For Francois Marsac 
ROBERT MARSAC, his x mark. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. J 

Whereupon, Pierre Yax was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, he, the deponent, was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to Francois Yax, his son, from whom the claimant has purchased, who has 
occupied and cultivated the premises to this day: about two arpents are under cultivation; a house, stables, &c. are 
erected on the premises. . t , 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 

Fut présent le soussigné, Francois Yax, dans mil huit cent huit, de dix-huit Février, de vendre & Francois Mar- 
gac une terre dans lac St. Clair, située 4 la Pointe au Cotonier, une terre seize arpents de large sur quarante de 
profondeur, avec une vielle maison, une écurie, et douze cent perches, et joignant au sud-ouest au terre non con- 
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cédée, au nord-est & Pierre Yax, pére, pour la somme de cinquante-sept piastres et demie, égalle & la somme de 
trois cent quarante-cing livres; le Sieur Yax ayant recu le payement en plein du Sieur Marsac, ii lui garantie de tous 
troubles, pour lui, et les siens, et a mis le dit Sieur Marsac en possession; le Sieur Francois Marsac ayant reeu la 
possession, a dit d’étre content et satisfait; le Sieur Franevis Yax ayant reeu Je payement en plein, a dit d’etre 
content et satisfait; et ayant déclaré ne savoir signer, a fait sa marque ordinaire en présence de témoins. 


FRANCOIS YAX, sa x marque. 
Peter Yax, sa-+ marque. . 
Francois ‘TREMBLE, sa + marque. é Témoins. 
Louis Tu1Bav, sa + marque. 


And rey sig it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 614; and that he cause.the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Fripay, February 10, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to to- 
morrow, at 9 in the forenoon. 


Sarurpay, February 11, 1809, 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, go to adjournment. __ 

The Board reconsidered the claim of J. Robertjean, (No. 229,) which was postponed on the 12th July, 1808. 

Whereupon, Louis Campeau, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, in the year 1801, he, the deponent, took on the premises one thousand rails, by the 
permission of Louis and Antoine Petit, who said that they were authorized by Joseph Robertjean, at which time 
part of the premises were enclosed, and are still enclosed.—Postponed. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of the heirs of the late Cecille Campeau, late wife of Jacques Loson, (No. 
603,) which was postponed 21st January last. : : 

And thereupon Louis Campeau, Esq. was brought forward as_a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Thomas Edwards was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and sold the same to Jacques Loson, that Is to say, all his rights, tithes, and claim to the same, but 
that Loson did not take possession until he had paid twenty-two pounds ten shillings, New York currency, for the 
balance due on said purchase; and that Mrs. Loson gave Edwards an order for that sum on Mr. Joseph Campeau, who 
paid it; and that then Loson took possession of the premises. "The deponent knows of no other improvements made 
on the premises than those made by Edwards, who sold to Loson, excepting a small improvement made by one 
Joseph Comparet, who abandoned it, and that Loson took and kept possession of the whole even before the Ame- 
ricaus came to this country. The deponent further saith that Mr. and Mrs. Loson both told him that they had 
sold to Mr. Joseph Campeau all their right and title to the premises now under consideration, and that Mrs. Loson 
said to him that she had sent for Mr. Campeau to come and take possession of the property; that the cattle and 
horses of Loson were delivered to the ae of Joseph Campeau, who branded the same. 

Joseph Robertjean, another witness, sworn, deposed and said, that Jean Baptiste Comparet, Sen. first improved 
the premises prior to ‘Thomas Edwards taking possession of the same, and had erected the square of a house; that 
the land cultivated by ‘Thomas Edwards contained about six arpents, between the land of Louis Maure and the land 
of Joseph Comparets; that Joseph and Francis Comparet, together with Jean Marie Comparet, had a house and a barn 
erected on the premises, and about twelve arpents cleared. The deponent further saith, that Thomas Edwards 
never was in possession of more than six arpents in front; that the Comparets lived on the premises four or five 
years, and vot left them when he, the deponent, went to live on river Huron, about eighteen years ago. . The 
deponent knows that Jacques Loson has been in the peaceable possession of the premises these fifteen or sixteen 
years; that Jacques Loson told him several times that he was in the possession of the premises as the property of his 
wifes that it was after their marriage that he went to live on the premises; that said Loson has always cultivated 
or caused to be cultivated, the premises; and that he knows of no owner but said Loson, who has cleared an 
enclosed a quantity of land, has repaired the barn almost anew, and has also repaired the house; that the year 
— a lived with said Loson, on river Huron, a great deal of land was cleared by the said Williams 
and others. 

Michael Comparet, another witness, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that he knows of Jacques Loson oc- 
cupying a farm of twelve arpents in front; that the first improvements were mate by his, the deponent’s, father and 
brothers, who abandoned them; that Thomas Edwards took possession the same year of six arpents, afterwards sold 
the same to Jacques Loson, who then took possession of the whole twelve arpents. ‘The deponent further saith, 
that, prior to his father and brothers improving the premises, it was rumored that.the land belonged to the late 
Thomas Williams. Esq., by virtue of an Indian deed; that, about eighteen years ago, Isaac Williams sold twelve 
arpents to his, the deponent’s, father, six of which are part of the premises under consideration; that he believes that 
Jacques Loson occupies the premises in his own right, and not in the right of his wife; that he, the deponent, has 
been —" by Mr. and Mrs. Loson that they had sold and mortgaged the premises to Joseph Campeau.— 
Postponed. 

‘the Board reconsidered the claim of Joseph Campeau, (No. 604,) which was postponed the 21st January last. 

Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, be- 
ing duly sworn, deposed and suid, that he, the deponent, together with his father and John Flin, first improved the 
premises under consideration, about twenty-one years ago; that they cleared one acre and a half, enclosed it, and 
planted corn thereon; that they raised the square of a house up to the joist; that they, by their agent, Francis Com- 
paret, sold their improvements to Thomas Edwards; that Joseph Comparet sold three acres adjoining the above tract 
of: six acres to one Matt, and the other three acres were abandoned by Jean Marie Comparet; Matt rented his three 
acres to Jacob Thomas, who occupied the same a year or two, and left them, and then Jacques Loson came into 
possession; that about eighteen acres were improved, independent of the tract of Thomas Edwards. ‘The deponent 
further saith, that said Loson informed the deponent that he, Loson, had purchased the twelve acres from Isaac 
Williams, in order to secure the same to his own children: the deponent repaired a house and a kitchen on the pre- 
mises; and saith that the barn is built again almost new; the deponent never knew any other owner of the premises 
but the said Jacques Loson. , , 

Jean Baptiste Nantay, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that, about sixteen or seventeen years 
ago, he, the deponent, interpreted between Thomas Edwards and Jacques Loson, when Edwards sold to Loson 
what right he had to the farm, which was delivered in his presence, and he, the deponent, brought down the baggage 
of said Edwards; that Loson gave, as part payment, a horse, and was to pay the balance in an order on Joseph Cam- 
peau. ‘The said Loson has always occupied the said farm, for these sixteen or seventeen years, as the owner of it. 

And then the Board adjourned to Tuesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Turspay, February 14, 1809. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 615. Wit11am_Murpay.—The Board took into consideration the claim of William Murphy to a tract of 
land, situate on river Rouges and the notice by him filed on the 3d September last was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 
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To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit, 
Detroit, September 3, 1808. 


Str: ) 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on_the north side of river Rouge, containing twelve acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in front 
by river Rouge, in rear and on both sides by unlocated lands. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occu- 


pancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
WILLIAM MURPHY, his x mark. 


Witness, Roperr Apporr. 


This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred and eighty acres, it being twelve acres in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by river Rouge, in rear and on both sides by unlocated lands. 

Whereupon, Captain John Cissne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, James Hobs was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and continued so until he sold to Joseph Rigby, who sold to the claimant, (as per deed herewith.) This 
tract has always been cultivated, except the two last seasons, but the fences have always been kept up: an Indian 
— part of the land from 1799 to 1805, during which time, Joseph Rigby was possessed of the same.—Post- 
poned. 

No. 616. Nicnotas Campeav.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Nicholas Campeanu, as grantee 
of Joseph Campeanu, to a tract of land, situate on river Huron; and the notice by him filed the 29th December last 


was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 29, 1808. 


SiR: 

Take notice that I claim title to three tracts of land, (now united into one farm) situate on the river Huron, 
containing nine arpents in front, and extending in depth to lake St. Clair, bounded in front by river Huron, above 
by lands of Joseph Campeau, and below by lands of said Joseph Campeau. I claim by virtue of possession, occu- 


pancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom [ derive title. 
For Nicuoias CaMpPEav; 


JOS. CAMPEAU. 


Whereupon, John Tucker was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the 1st of July, 1796, Nicholas Valné was in possession of one tract, Augustine 
Charon of another, and Antoine Lebceuf of another, and continued so until 5 respectively sold to Joseph Cam- 
peau, as per their respective deeds, recorded by said Campeau_with the former Commissioners of the Land Office 
at Detroit, in liber B, fo. 62, 65, and 68; that said Joseph Campeau continued in possession of and tenanted the 
premises until he sold to the claimant, (as per deed herewith) who has possessed the same to this day: about five 
acres are under cultivation. 

The claimant, in support of his claim,-exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 

Nous, Joseph et Nicholas Campeau, nous convenons des conditions cy-dessous specifiées, savoir: que le dit 
Joseph Campeau vend et céde une terre de neuf arpents de front sur la hauteur qu’elle peut porter, suivant les 
contrats wis recu Jui-méme, laquelle terre prenant par devant sur le bord de la rivi¢re aux Hurons, bornée d’un 
cété & la terre venant de Jean Baptiste Comparet, et de l’autre bord, en montant, a la terre venant de Jean Baptiste 
Descamellier, donc actuellement appartenant a Joseph Campeau, avec tous les batiments, clétures, &c. qui sont 
sur la ditte terre, sans rien se reserver ni retenir. Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et 
moyennant la somme de cent trente pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, payable en deux années de date, savoir: 
soixante et cing pounds payable le 15 de Juillet, 1808; la reste, égal a la somme de soixante et cing pounds, le 15 
de Juillet, 1809; qui sera le dernier payement de la ditte terre: le dit vendeur a de ce moment transporté, et trans- 
porte au dit sieur acquéreur, ses dits hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, 
actions, et tous autres droits qu’il a et pouvoit avoir sur la ditte terre susvendiie, circonstances, et dépendances, voulant 
et entendant qu’il en soit vétu et mis en bonne possession et seizine, entendu en bon accord. Fait et passé le ler de 


‘Juillet, 1807, donc nous avons signé et sceilé en propre accord. R 
NICHOLAS CAMPEAU, 
JOS. CAMPEAU. 


ANTOINE SESILLE, femoin. 


Territory of Micuican, to wit: 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the Justices assigned to keep the peace, Joseph 
Campeau, the above grantor, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing to be his act and deed, for the 
purposes therein contained. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, at Detroit, the 18th January, 1809. 
PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. 2. D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 616; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned tu the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. 


And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. ; 
Wepnespay, February 15, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Abijah and Jesse Hunt, (No. 517,)which was postponed on the 17th Decem- 
ber last. ; ; ! 

And thereupon James Moore was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, in the year 1798, when the deponent came to the river Raisins, there was an im- 
provement made on the premises from five to ten acres, and enclosed, with a house and out-houses now falling into 
decay; that since that time to this day, he, the deponent, has cultivated the said improvements, and has kept under 
good fence for the claimants.—Postponed. 


And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Frivay, February 17, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, February 20, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 617. Joun Kenziz.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Kenzie to a tract of land, situate 
at Gross Point, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 456, 


under the date of 23d December, 1805. _ ee el j 
This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred acres, it being six acres in front by one hundred in depth, bounded 


in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, southwest by lands of William Forsyth, and northeast by lands 
of Thomas Forsyth. 
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Whereupon, John Litle was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, William Forsyth was in possession of the premises, as\a tenant of 
James Forsyth, who sold the same to the claimant in 1799, who, since that time, to this day Soe kept tenants thereon: 
about twenty-five acres are under cultivation. , 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 6173; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 618. Tuomas Forsyru.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Thomas Forsyth toa tract of land 
situate at Gross Point, and the notice filed by Solomon Sibley, Esq. his attorney, the 10th Decernber last, was read 


in.the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit. 
° DeEcEMBER 10, 1808. 


Notice is hereby given, that Thomas Forsyth makes entry and claim, with the Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, to have and hold to himself, his heirs and assigns, a certain farm, or tract of land, within the dis- 
trict of Detroit and territory of Michigan, upon the lake St. Clair, of six acres in front by one hundred acres in 
depth, making six hundred acres, more or less, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by vacant lands, on the 
upper side by other lands, or farms, of claimant, on the lower side by a tract of land, or farm, of John Kenzie: sets 
up title and claim under deed of conveyance of William Forsyth, his late father, deceased, of the 20th day of De- 
cember, 17943 likewise sets up title mo claim by virtue of long, peaceable, and continued occupancy, possession 
and improvements had, made, and done, by himself, and those under whom he claims and derives title. ; 
For Tuomas Forsytu, 


SOL. SIBLEY, 2ttorney and Agent. 


Sir: 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred acres, it being six acres in front by one hundred in depth 
bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, on the upper side by lands of the claimant, and on 
the lower side by lands of John Kenzie. : 

Whereupon, Simon Yax was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, William Forsyth cultivated the premises as tenant to the claim- 
ant, since which time the claimant has caused the premises to be cultivated every year to this day; about eighteen.or 
twenty acres are under cultivation. ° . 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 618; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 619. Tuomas Forsyru.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Thomas Forsyth to a tract of land, 


situate at Gross Point, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at i 

Page = under the a of 23d a a aia a iene i 
is tract contains, by estimation, three hundred an sixty-six and two-thirds arpents, it being three ar 

two-thirds of an arpent in front by one hundred arpents in depth, bounded in front oe lake St. Clair, in ae —< 

located lands, above by lands of Robert Forsyth, and below by lands of the claimant. 

Whereupon, Simon Yax was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 
posed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Pierre Mayett was living on the premises, as tenant of the heirs 
of the late William Forsyth, deceased; that, from that time to four or five years ago, the premises have always been 
ocr by tenants, and that for these four or five years. the premises have remained idle. 

he said Thomas Forsyth claims by virtue of a deed of partition recorded with the former Commissioners of the 


Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 150.—Postponed. 

No. 620. Ropert Forsyta.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Robert For. 
James Forsyth, to a tract of land, situate at Gross Point, which was entered with the former pot Bek amper Ford 
Land Office at Detroit, in vol, 1, page 449, uuder the date of 23d December, 1805, recorded in liber E, page 146 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty-six and two-thirds arpents, it being three and two- 
thirds arpents in front by one hundred in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, above 
by lands of the claimant, and below by lands of Thomas Forsyth. r 

Whereupon, Pierre Michel Yax was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the-Ist July, 1796, Jacob Baker was living on the premises ‘and did con- 
tinue until he died; since which time his widow has occupied the premises, until about two years ago “and from that 
time her children have cultivated the premises. kg 

John Litle, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that he has several times heard Jacob Baker 
say that the premises were the property of the claimant, and that he was living on the same as a tenant. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 620; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register. of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 621. Ropert Forsyru.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Robert Forsyth to a tract of land, 


situate at Gross Point, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Offi it, i 
page 449, under the date of 23d December, 1805. seis Sheth doh een 
This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred and sixty-six and two-thirds arpents, it being three and two- 
thirds arpents in front by one hundred in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, above 
by lands of Jean Baptiste Chovin, and below by lands of the claimant. : 
Whereupon, Pierre Michel Yax was brought forward. as a_witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Pierre Mayet was living on the premises ps, con- 
tinued so until he died; since which time, his wife and family have lived on the premises. ; 
Joseph Springfield, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that Pierre Mayet was a tenant, and paid 


rent to the claimant.—Postponed. 
‘The Board reconsidered the claim of John Litle, (Ne. 128,) which was postponed on the 13th June last 

Whereupon, Elijah Howell was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said, that the claimant has to his knowledge cultivated the premises these eight or nine years past. i 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the before described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No, 128; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 7 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Wepnespay, February 22, 1809, 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Board reconsidered the claim of Frangois Dupré, (No. 342,) which was postponed on the 9th day of No- 


* vember last. 











506 PUBLIC LANDS. (1807. 





Whereupon, George Meldrum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, about twelve years ago, the claimant built a house, and cleared six or seven acres of 
land. which was under fence.—Postponed. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Fripay, February 24, 1809. 


The Board met at_nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Monday next, at n\e in the forenoon. 
Monpay, February 27, 1809. 


‘The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

REUBEN ATTWATER, 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


No. 17. 


Transcript of the minutes of the proceedings of the Land Office at Detroit, commencing the 1st day of March, and 
ending 28th of April, 1809, both days inclusive. 
; Wenpnespay, March 1, 1809. 


The Board met'at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to Fri- 
day next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, March 3, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 622. J. B. Fontaine.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Batiste Fontaine to a'tract of 
land, situate on river aux Sables, and the notice by him filed on 31st December, 1808, was read in the words and 


figures following, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 31, 1808. 


Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate on river aux Sables, containing two arpents in front, 
to extend to a piece of land claimed by Antoine Nadault, east by René Lebeau, and west by Martin Nadauit. 
claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 


BAPTISTE FONTAINE, his x mark. 
Witness, Perer AUDRAIN. , 


This tract contains, by estimation, arpents in front, extending in depth to a piece of land claimed by: An- 
toine Nadault, on the east side by lands of René Lebeau, and on the west by lands of Martin Nadault. 

Whereupon, Joseph Menard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Joseph Porlier Benac was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to Joseph Guy, who possessed and occupied the same until he sold to 
him, the deponent, who caused the same to be cultivated until he sold to the claimant, who has occupied and culti- 
vated thé premises to this day. : 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed and transfer in the words and figures following, to wit: 


L’an mil huit cent, le deuxiéme jour de Décembre, moy, Joseph Porlier Benac, et présence de témoins, de- 
meurant & la riviére aux Raisins, territoire des Etats Unis, comté de Wayne, nord-ouest de la riviére Ohio, recon- 
nois et confesse par ces présentes avoir abandonné et cédé, quitté et transporté, dés maintenant et pour toujours, 
au nommé Joseph Guy, acceptant, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, une portion de terre de deux arpents de front sur le bord 
de la riviére aux Sables, au sud de la ditte riviére, tenant a l’est au Sieur René Lebeau, et a l’ouest au Sieur Henry 
Martin Nadault, avec la profondeur qui peut se trouver & aboutir & une portion de terre, que j’ai vendu au Sieur 
Antoine Nadault, sans en rien retenir ny reserver, tant en prairie qu’en bois de bout, tel quelle se poursuit et com- 
porte, dont le dit acceptant est content et satisfait pour l’avoir vi et pris possession, et ce pour un abandon que le 
dit Joseph Guy lui a fait d’un heritage qu’il a en Canada, a la prairie de la Madline, dont il le charge de procura- 
tion pour retenir Jes dits fonds, meubles ou immeubles, qu’il peut se trouver et en prendre possession, pour par lui en- 
jouir et disposer, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, sans aucun empéchement de ma part, ny des miens; c’est & 
cette considération que le dit Sieur Porlier Benac s’est denanté dessaisi, dés maintenant et pour toujours, pour par 
le dit Joseph Guy jouir et cultiver a son gré, comme est dit cy-dessus, lui garantissant de tout trouble, surtout de la 
parts des sauvages, de qu’il a acheté la ditte terres tel sont conveniies les parties de bonne foy pour avoir toute la 
force que si le dit acte etoit passé par devant un notaire: ainsy ont signé les parties aprés lecture faitte, le jour et an 


que dessus, et ont apposé leurs cachéts, présence de témoins. 
J. PORLIER BENAC, [z. s.] 
JOSEPH GUY, sa x marque. [1. s.] 





Pierre T ent Cities. 
ANDRE JOURDAIN, 
First Transfer.—Moy, Joseph Guy, présence de témoins, transporte au Sieur Joseph Menard la portion de terre 
portée au dit contrat pour valeur recue comptant; c’est pourquoy je m’en suis dénanté déssaisi, dés maintenant et 
our toujours, pour par le dit Menard enjouir et disposer & son gré, et ses hoirs, et ayant cause. Fait & la riviére aux 


isins, le 12éme Février, 1801. 
’ JOSEPH GUY, sa X marque. 
PIERRE accsecatigaaga ids 
ANDRE JOURDAIN, 


Second Transfer.—Le sécond Décembre, mil huit cent huit, moi, Joseph Menard, présence de témoins, trans- 
porte, dés maintenant et & toujours, tous les droits de propriété que j’ai et pourrais avoir sur la terre mentionnée 
dans le contrat, au Sieur Jean Batiste Fontaine, ace présent et acceptant, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’ave- 


nir, a la riviére aux Raisins, le jour et an susdit. 

JOSEPH MENARD, sa x marque.. 

J. B. Couture, éémoin. 

C. F. Grrarpin, Not. Pub. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 622; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. ° ae 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Monpay, March 6, 1809.: 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Board reconsidered the claim of William Murphy, (No. 615,) which was postponed the 14th February last. 
Whereupon, Felix Metté was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, de- 

posed and said, that the Indian who worked the land severa] years told him that he knew that the land belonged to 

a white man, but could not tell the name; the deponent further saith that the claimant worked on the premises last 

year, and that some part of the fences are still kept up. 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 0 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 615; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. ; 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Frangois Dupré, (No. 342,) which was postponed on the 22d February last. 

Whereupon, Joseph Robertjean was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being‘duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, three years ago, he, the deponent, had made an agreement with the clalmant to build a house 
for him on the premises; that he went for that purpose, but was prevented by an Indian, who would not suffer him 
to erecta house: the deponent further saith that he knows that the claimant had built a house and a shop about ten 
years ago, which have been destroyed by fire; that he, the deponent, was employed by the claimant to go and save 
the hides that were in the vats, and to deliver them to the owners.—Postponed. 


No. 623, THE LEGAL HEIRS or James ABpotT, Esq. deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of 
the legal heirs of the late James Abbott, Esq. deceased, to a tract of land, situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice 
filed the 24th December last by James Abbott, Esq. executor to the estate of the said James Abbott, deceased, was 
read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. ; 

Sr: Detroit, December 22, 1808. 

Please take notice that we enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit our claim to a tract of 
land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on the northwest side of lake St. Clair, containing, by esti- 
mation, six hundred and forty acres, it being twenty acres in front by thirty-two in depth, bounded in front by said 
lake, in rear and on the upper or north side by unlocated lands, and on the south by lands claimed by Gaget ‘Tremblé. 
We claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made thereon, previous to the year 1796, by 
us or by those from whom we derive title, and continued to this date. 


For the heirs of the late James Apzorr, deceased, 
JAMES ABBOTT, Lecutor to the said estate. 


This tract contains, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being twenty acres in front by thirty-two in 
depth, bounded in front by Jake St. Clair, in rear and on the upper side by unlocated lands, and on the south by 
lands claimed by Gaget ‘Tremblé. ~ ; Tade ; ; 

Whereupon, Gaget Tremblé was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the 1st July, 1796, Laurent Griffard was cultivating the premises, as.a tenant to 
the late James Abbott, Esq. deceased; that Antoine Larabelle succeeded to Laurent Griffard, also as a tenant; and 
that, about seven years ago, he, the deponent, began to cultivate the premises as tenant to the claimants, and has-con- 
tinued so to this day. ; : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 623; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plotof the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


_ No. 624, Gacet Trempte.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gaget Trembié to a tract of land, 
situate on the northeast side of lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed on the 26th August last was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: ‘ 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, Jugust 26, 1808. 

Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and. being on 
the northeast side of lake St. Clair, containing, by estimation, six hundred arpents, it being fifteen arpents in front 
by forty in depth, bounded in front by said lake, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the southwest by lands claimed 
by Joseph Campeau, and on the north by the river commonly called Milk river. I claim title by virtue of possession, 
occupancy, and improvements made by me or by those from whom I derive title, previous to the 1st day of July, 


1796, and continued to this day. 
GAGET TREMBLE, his x mark. 

Witness, Lampert Laroy. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the foregoing notice. 

Whereupon, Pierre Duchene was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the 1st July, 1796, one Maison and Antoine Larabelle, were in possession and 
occupancy of the premises, and continued so until they respectively sold to the claimant, who has possessed and cul- 
tivated the same to this day; about six hundred arpents are enclosed, and more than two hundred arpents are under 
cultivation: a dwelling house and two barns are erected on the premises. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, produced two deeds, in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Detroit, Comte de Wayne: 


Par devant le notaire public pour le comté de Wayne, residant au Detroit, fut présent Je nommé Antoine Lara- 
belle, demeurant dans le coté du nord-est de la paroisse Ste. Anne, du dit comté, lequel reconnoit par ces présentes 
avoir vendu, cédé, quitté, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, avec garantie de.toutes dettes, hypo- 
théques, évictions, aliénations, et autre empéchement générallement quelconque, au Sieur Gaetan Tremblé, aussi 
demeurant dans le dit coté, 4 ce présent acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l'avenir, un 
terrein en pointe, a prendre par devant au lac St. Clair, et par derriére bornée par la riviére & Guignolet, conte- 
nant trois arpents et trois perches de large, environ a l’ouest de la ditte riviére, tenant du coté d’en bas &4 Thomas 
Tremblé, tel et ainsy que le dit terrein en pointe se poursuit et comporte de toutes parts, circonstances, et dépen- 
dances, que le dit acquéreur dit bien connoitre, et dont il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la quantité de trente-cing minots 
de bled froment, et trente-quatre shillings, en argent, que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu avant la passation des 
présentes, dont il tient quitte et décharge le dit acquéreur, et tous autres. 

Et au moyen de ce, le dit vendeur a transporté et transporte au dit acquéreur, ses dits-hoirs, et ayant cause a 
avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres droits, qu’il a et pouvait avoir sur le 
dit terrein, pour qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par quiet ainsy qu’il appartiendra en vertu des 
dittes présentes; le dit vendeur s’en démettant et dévétissant{au profit du dit acquéreur, pour qu’il en jouisse et 
dispose & l’avenir, comme bon lui semblera. Car ainsy sont conveniies les parties de bonne foy, promettant, &c. obti- 
geant, &c. renoneant, &c. aa 

Fait et passé au Detroit, en l’étude du dit notaire, le quatre de Février, l’an mil huit cent un. Les parties ayant 
déclaré ne savoir signer de cet enquis, ont fait leurs marques ordinaires, et scellé aprés lecture faitte. 


ANTOINE LARABELLE, sa % marque. [1. s.] 
GAETAN TREMBLE, sa x marque. (1. s.} 
En présence de Jean Barrisre Bovat, sa X marque. 
Joseru Besgav, fils. 
Frs. Dx. BeLicour, Notaire Public. 


Detroit, Comté de Wayne: 


Par devant le notaire public pour le comté de Wayne, résidant au Detroit, fut présent le nommé Louis Maison 
habitant, demeurant a la pointe nommé a Guignolet, dans le coté du nord-est de cette paroisse de Ste. Anne, lequel 
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reconnoit par ces présentes avoir vendu, cédé, quitté, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et 4 toujours, avec ga- 
rantie de toutes dettes, hypothéques, évictions, et aliénations, quelconques au Sieur Gaetan Tremblé, & ce présent et 
acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause 4 l’avenir, une terre de trois arpents de front sur la profon- 

eur des autres terres voisines, sise & la ditte Pointe 4 Guignolet, prenant par devant au lac St. Clair, bornée dun coté 
4X Franeois Duchene, et de l’autre coté au dit acquéreur, tel et ainsy que la ditte terre se poursuit et comporte de toutes 
parts, circonstances, et dépendances, que le dit acquéreur dit bien connoitre, dont il est content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant le prix et somme de quatre vingt 
quatre pounds, cours de Ja Nouvelle York, laquelle somme Je dit Louis Maison reconnoit avoir reeu avant la pas- 
sation des présentes, dont il déclare étre satisfait, en tient quitte et décharge le dit acquéreur, et tous autres. Et au 
moyen de ce, il lui a transporté, et transporte tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres 
droits qu’il a et pouvait avoir sur la ditte terre, s’en démettant et dévetissant & son profit, pour qu’il en jouisse et 
dispose a l’avenir, comme bon lui semblera, en vertu des présentes. Car ainsy, &c. promettant, &c. obligeant, &c. 

Fait et passé au dit Detroit, Je huit Juin, l’an mil huit cent un, et ont signé et scellé aprés lecture faitte. 

LOUIS MAISON, sa x marque. [1. a 
wt] 


Présence de Jean Baptiste Bover, GAETAN TREMBLE, sa x marque. 


JosePH Bezeat, fils. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled o the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 624; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit.’ 

_ No. 625. Prerre Ducnens.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Duchene to a tract of land, 
situate on the southwest side of.L’ance creuse, and the notice by him filed the 30th December Jast was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 


To Perer Auprain, Esq. Register of the United States’? Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 30, 1808. 


Please take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a cer- 
tain tract of land, situate, lying, and being above the Long Meadow, on the southwest side of L’ance creuse, being 
four arpents in breadth and eighty arpents in length, bpunded on the northeast side by lands formerly occupied by 
Jacques Allard, fils, and on the southwest side by the Long Meadow, in front by lake St. Clair, and in rear by un- 
located lands. I claim and set up title to the above described tract of land, by virtue of occupancy, and improve- 
ments made by me or those from whom I derive title previous to the Ist July, 1796. 

PIERRE DUCHENE, his x mark. 


Sir: 


Witness, JosepH Watson. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Gaget Tremblé was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has continued so to this day: about four arpents are cultivated and enclosed: there was a house erected on the 
premises, which has been destroyed by fire. | ; ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 625; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. ; tak 
And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 


Tvrspay, March 7, 1809. 

The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board re-considered the claim of Francis Dupré, (No. 342,) which was postponed yesterday. 

Whereupon, Gaget Marsac was brought forward asa witness, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that 
he has always considered the claimant as the owner of the premises; that, about two years ago, he made a verbal bar- 
gain with the claimant, for the purchase of the said tract now claimed, subject to the decision of the Commission- 
ers of the Land Office; and that he has lived on it from that time to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitied to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 342; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 626. Curist1an CLemens, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Christian Clemens, Esq. 
to a tract of land, situate on the northerly side of river Huron, which was entered with former Commissioners of 
the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 310, under the date of 30th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, about two hundred and eighty arpents, it being about seven arpents in front, 
more or less, by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Huron, in rear by unlocated Jands, on one side by lands 
claimed by John Askin, Jun., and on the other side by lands of: the claimant. 

Whereupon, Jean Batiste Comparet, Jun. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, John Askin, Jun. was in possession and caused 
the premises to be cultivated, and continued so until about seven years ago, when he sold to the claimant, who has 
cultivated the same every year to this day. a 

Joseph Robertjean, another witness, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant has caused the pre- 


mises to be cultivated every year for these seven years past.—Postponed. __ 
The Board reconsidered the claim of Joseph Robertjean, (No. 229,) which was postponed on the 11th of Feb- 


ruary last. Re ae a cae ; 
And thereupon it doth appear to the Commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 


land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 229; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 


And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenvon. 
Wepyespay, March 8, 1808. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No, 627. Prerre Yax.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Yax to a tract of land, situate 
on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed the 30th December last was read in the words and figures following, 


to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: Detroit, December 30, 1808. 


Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate on lake St. Clair, containing four hundred and eighty 

arpents, it being twelve arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated 

lands, south by Francois Marsac, and north by _unlocated lands. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and 

improvements made by me previous to the Ist July, 1796. 
For Prerre Yax, - 

JOHN YAX, his x mark. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 
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Whereupon, Louis Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant possessed and cultivated the premises, and 
has continued so every year down to this day: about five acres are under cultivation and enclosed.—Pustponed. 


And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, March 10, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, March 13, 1809. 


_ The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there ‘being no business, ad- 
journed to Wednesday, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, March 15, 1809. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Robert Forsyth, (No. 621,) which was postponed on the 20th February 
ast. 
Whereupon, William Forsyth was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that the late Pierre Mayet went and lived on the premises in the year 1795, with the permission of 
the deponent, (then agent for the estate of his late father,) and on the condition that he, the said Pierre Mayet, should 
pay a yearly rent of one bushel of grain, and should peaceably leave the premises when required; that one Caderet, 
who was then a hired man for the estate, worked with said Mayet, in erecting a cabin. The deponent further says, 
that, previous to 1795, the said Mayet lived on another tract of land, (now belonging to Thomas Forsyth,) and 're- 
mained thereon five or six years, and quitted it peaceably when he was ordered so to do.—Postponed. 


And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, March 17, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 628. MarcareT Conner, FOR HERSELF AND HER CHILDREN.—The Board took into consideration the claim 
of Margaret Conner, (widow of Richard Conner, deceased,) for herself and her children, to a tract of land, situate 
on the south side of river Huron; and the notice by her filed on the 30th December last was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: . 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Detroit, December 29, 1808, 


Sir: 

Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and being on. 
the south side of river Huron, about one mile from the banks of said river, containing, by estimation, six hundred 
and forty acres, it being sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by a small! creek, generally known 
by the name of Big 
Richard Conner, and on the west by unlocated lands. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improve- 
ments made by me previous to 1796, and continued to this date. 

For Marcaret Conner, 


' ; JAMES CONNER. 

This tract contains, and is bounced, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Pierre Laper] was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, several years previous to 1796, the late Richard Conner, deceased, was in possession and 
cultivated the premises, and caused the same to be cultivated every year until he died, since which time the claim- 
ant has caused the premises to be cultivated every year until last year; that about ten arpents were under cultivation 
and enclosed, but the deponent has not seen the premises since last years; there was a house erected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant and her children are entitled to the above 
described tract of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 628; and that they 
cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned 
to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 629. Curist1an CLemEns, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Christian Clemens, Esq. to 
atract of land, situate on river Rouge, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at De- 
troit, in vol. 1, page 441, under the date of 23d December, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty acres, it being six acres in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by river Rouge, in rear by unlocated lands, on the upper side by lands now claimed by George 
Hoffman, Esq., and on the other side by Jands claimed by John Dicks. Ape 

Whereupon, John Shaw was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, in the year 1795, André Bertheaume cultivated the premises; and that, in 1766, the said Ber- 
theaume told the deponent that he had sold the premises to the claimant. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Monpay, March 20, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, March 22, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 630. BatisrE Socrer.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Batiste Socier to a tract of land, 
situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed on the 31st December last was read in the werds and figures 


following, to wit: 
. To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Detroit, December 31, 1808. 


Sir: ; 

Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, sitnate at L’ance creuse, on lake St. Clair, containing six 
arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of 
Nicholas Patenaude, and below by unlocated lands. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improve- 


ments made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
BATISTE SOCIER, his x mark. 


Witness, Peter Avpraln. 

This tract contains, by estimation, two hundred and forty arpents, it being six arpents in front by forty in depth, 
bounded — by lake St. Clair, in rear byjunlocated lands, above by lands of Nicholas Patenaude, and below by 
vacant lands. 

Whereupon, Francois Ambroise Tremblé was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Joseph Garand was in poseeestin, and was im- 
proving the premises, but doth not know whether he cultivated the premises every year; Garand told him that he 
sold this tract to the claimant. ir. ¥ ‘ 

Simon Yax, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that Garand was in possession, and cultivated the 
premises some years before he sold to the claimant, and that the claimant has cultivated the premises since he 


bought them.—Postponed. 
No. 631. Francois Ambroise TRemBLe.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Frangois Ambroise 
Tremblé to a tract of land, situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed 31st December last was read in 


the words and figures following, to wit: 
65 p 


un, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the east by lands belonging to the estate of the late - 
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To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 31, 1808. 


Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate at La Pointe & Guinolet, on lake St. Clair, contain- 
ing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, above 
by lands of Benjamin Marsac, and below by lands of Frangois Forton. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, 
and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. ¥ 

FRANCOIS TREMBLE, his x mark. 


Witness, Peter AvuDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Benjamin Marsac, and 
below by lands of Frangeis Forton. 

Whereupon, Simon Yax was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the prem- 
ises, and has continued without interruption to this day. A house and barn are erected on the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners ‘that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 631; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, arid a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. ; ; 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Franeois Deroché,(No. 543,) which was postponed on the 21st December last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the before described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 543; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 632. Francois Denover.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francois Denoyer to a tract of 
Jand, situate on river aux Sables; and the notice filed the 26th December last was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derroir, December 26, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land on river aux Sables, containing three arpents in front by twenty-five in depth, bounded in front by river aux 
Sables, in rear by the farms of river Raisins, on one side by widow Gaillard, and on the other by unlocated lands. 
I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 


For Francois DENoYER, 
GABRIEL GODFROY. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the notice. 

Whereupon, Joseph Porlier Benac was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Louis Bourdeaux was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to Couture, and ‘Thibaudeaux, who sold to the claimant. A house and 
barn are erected on the premises, and about twenty-five arpents are under cultivation. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited two deeds in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Comte vE Wayne, District de Sargent: Novembre 9, 1800. 


Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent Louis Bourdeaux, lequel a par ces présentes reconnu et confessé 
avoir vendu, cédé, quitté, et transporté, des maintenant et a toujours, avec garantie de toutes dettes, hypothéques., 
évictions, aliénations, générallement quelconques, aux Sieurs Jean Batiste Couture et Pierre Thibaudeaux, de la riviere 
aux Raisins, & ces présentes et acceptants acquéreurs, pour eux, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause 4 l’avenir, une terre de 
trois arpents de front, sur vingt-cing arpents de profondeur, et plus s’ils sy trouvent, située au sud de la riviére aux 
Sables, & aboutir aux terres de la riviére aux Ruisins, tenant a Vest au Sieur Louis Gaillard, et 4 Pouest aux 
terres non occupées; laquelle ditte terre lui appartient bien légitimement pour l’avoir acquis du Sieur Joseph Por- 
lier Benac, par contrat, passé par devant maitre Francois Derruisseaux Bellcour, le 22éme de Septembre, 1800; le- 
quel contrat porte quittance, et est cy joint; cette ditte terre, telle qu’elle se poursuit et comporte, les dits acqué- 
reurs disent bien connoitre pour l’avoir va et visité, et disent en étre content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de trente pounds, cours de la Nou- 
velle York, que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir regu avant la passation des présentes et donne quittance; en considé - 
ration de quoy, le dit Louis Bourdeaux s’en denantit, dessaisit, dés maintenant et & toujours, pour par les dits ac- 

uéreurs jouir et cultiver & leur gré, eux, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, leur garantissant, comme est dit, ct 
de ses propres faits, qu’il a et pouvait avoir sur la ditte terre, s’en démettant et dévétissant a leur profit. Car 
ainsy sont convenu les parties. Le dit Bourdeaux a declaré ne savoir ny ecrire ny signer, et a fait sa marque or- 


dinaire, aprés lecture faitte. . ¢ 
LOUIS BOURDEAUX, sa x marque. [. s. } 


Jos. NEUVILLE, 
Jean Batisre Lassetxe, \ 7, 
Prerrft THiBpAuDEAUX, r Temoins. 
Batiste Couture, J 5 
Francois Navarre Jd. P. 


L’an mil huit cent un, le vingt de Mars, ont comparu les SieursJean Batiste Couture et Pierre Thibaudeau, rési- 
dant & la riviére aux Raisins, comté de Wayne, nord-ouest de la riviére Ohio, territoire des Etats Unis, lesquels ont 
par ces présentes, présence de témoins, reconnu et confessé avoir vendu, cédé, quitté, et transporté, dés maintenant 
et pour toujours, au nommé Francois Denoyer, acquéreur, une portion de terre, sise et située au sud de la riviere 
aux Sables, de trois arpents de terre de front, sur vingt-cing et plus s’i] sy trouve en profondeur, tenant a l’est au 
nommé Louis Gaillard, et & ’ouest aux terres non occupées, 4 aboutir aux terres de la riviére aux Raisins, tel qu’elle 
se poursuit et comporte sans en rien retenir ny reserver; avec maison, grange, et autres batimens, et cl/tures, telle 
qu’elle se présente, dont le dit acquéreur dit bien connoitre et prendre possession, quand bon lui semblera; les dits 
vendeurs l’ayant acquis du nommé Louis Bourdeaux, l’ayant acquis du Sieur Porlier Benac, par contrat aussi 
passé devant notaire, et délivré au dit acquéreur. 

Cette vente, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de cent pounds, cours de Ja Nou- 
velle York, payable par le Sieur Gabriel Godfroy, suivant son mandate, en date du vingt Mars, de la présente an- 
née; c’est a cette considération que nous nous sommes dénanté, dés maintenant et pour toujours, pour par le dit ac- 
quéreur jouir ou faire jouir, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, lui garantissant de tous troubles, dettes, hypothéques, 
générallement quelconques, a peine de tous depens, dommages, et intéréts, tel sont convenu les parties de bonne 
foy, et ont signé. Et le dit acquéreur ayant déclaré ne savoir signer, a fait sa marque ordinaire, en présence de té- 
moins, se sont reservé les dits vendeurs !e bled qu’ils ont dans la grange, avec les droits de le faire battre et enlever, 
ainsy que tous les animaux qu’ils ont donné & ferme au nommé La Becasse, ainsy ont signé. 

PIERRE THIBAUDEAUX. [1.s.] 

BATISTE COUTURE. [z. s.] 

FRANCOIS DENOYER, sa x marque. [1. s. ] 
Jos. Portier Benac, Zémoin. 
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‘TerriromreE pes Etats Unis, Nord-ouest de la Riviere Ohio: 


Personnellement ont soe devant moy, George McDougall, un des Juges de la cour des plaidoyers com- 
mun, pour le dit comté, Pierre ‘Thibaudeaux et Batiste Couture, d’un part, qui ont confessé d’avoir signé, cacheté, 
et délivré le contrat cy-dessus, & Francois Denoyer, de l’autre, lesquels ont avoué de plus que les dix-huit mots in- 
terlignés, et ecrit dans la marge de l’autre part, ont été ajouté avant leurs signatures faitte, et doivent étre consi- 
derés comme bon et valable. C’est pourquoys le tout, comme dit est, sont l’intention des dittes parties, et comme 
telle peuvent étre enrégistrés. En foy de quoy, j’ai signé le présent, ala riviére aux Raisins, le 25¢me Mars, A. D. 


1801. 
GEO. McDOUGALL, J. C. C. P. Wayne: 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 632; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. ; : 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Robert Forsyth, (No. 621,) which was postponed on the 20th February last, 
and 15th March instant. ; : f . 

The commissioners, having taken up this claim, and examined the evidence produced in support thereof, are of 
opinion that the claimant is entitled to be confirmed therein; but forasmuch as the same tract of land was, by decision 
of this Board, on the 27th day of January last past, confirmed to the widow and heirs of the late Pierre Mayet, 
deceased, upon evidence introduced on behalf of said heirs, we decide that the said claim be postponed, and no 
certificate issue to the said Robert Forsyth for the present, and that the said two cases be referred to the Secretary 
of the Treasury for his decision, to whom the patent ee the said commissioners: not considering them- 
selves authorized to revoke the decision made in favor of said Mayet’s heirs, or to grant two certificates for the same 
tract of land. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Frivay, March 24, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 

Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monnay, March 27, 1809. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. ; 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Christian Clemens, (No. 629,) which was postponed on the 17th instant. 

Whereupon, Abraham Eversouls was brought forward as a witness in behalf. of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, about nine years ago, the claimant had tenants on this tract, and that he, the onpe- 
nent, has worked as a laborer on said tract often for the claimant; and the deponent knows that the claimant has 
had people working on the premises within one year. There are about fifteen or twenty acres under cultivation, 
and a small house erected on the premises. —Postponed. , 

And then the Board ijcereed to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Wepnespay, March 29, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, the Board ad- 
journed to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Fripay, March 31, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Monpay, 4pril 3, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, pril 5, 1809. 


The Boatd met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, the Board ad- 
journed to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Frivay, 4pril 7, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. ; 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Abijah and Jesse Hunt, (No. 517,) which was postponed the 15th December 
ast. — 

__ And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, (not to exceed in the whole six hundred and forty acres,) and that they have a certificate thereof, which 
certificate shall be No. 517; and that they cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quan- 
tity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Abijah and Jesse Hunt, (No. 518,) which was postponed the 15th December 
ast. 

And thereupon it doth — to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, (not to exceed six hundred and forty acres in the whole,) and that they have a certificate thereof, which 
certificate shall be No. 518; and that they cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quan- 
tity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Samuel Ewings, (No. 578,) which was postponed on the 28th December 
ast. 
The claimant, in support of his claim, produced two deeds in the words and figures following, to wit: 


For and in consideration of the sum of one hundred pounds, New York currency, which we do acknowledge to 
have received from Alexander Ewings, by note of hand, payable in two years from this date, we have bargained, 
sold, and delivered unto the said Alexander Ewings, his heirs and assigns, forever, all our right, title, and interest 
to a certain house, and other out-houses, at fort Miami, at present rented and occupied by Mr. John Anderson, to 
be taken possession of by him as soon as the said John Anderson shall quit the said premises, who is, in our name, 
to deliver up the same to him, the said Alexander Ewings. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and seals, at Amherstburgh, province of Upper Canada, 
this 10th day of September, in the year 1802. 

DUFF & LEITH. [1. s.] 


Signed, sealed, and delivered, in presence of 
Joun ANDERSON. 


Know all men by these presents, that I, Alexander Ewings, of the district of Erie, and territory of Michigan, 
for and in consideration of four hundred dollars, to me in hand paid by Samuel Ewings, the receipt whereof I-do 
hereby acknowledge, have granted, bargained, sold, conveyed, released, and confirmed, and by these presents do 
grant, bargain, sell, convey, release, and confirm, unto the said Samuel Ewings, his heirs and assigns, all and singu- 
lar that certain tract of land, or farm, situate upon the river Miami, in said district, now oetegiiat and possessed by 
me, the said Alexander, containing six hundred and forty acres of land, more or less; which said tract of land, or 
farm, is bounded in front upon said river Miami, on the upper side by the old fort, on the lower side and in rear by 
unlocated lands, and is one mile in front, upon said river Miami, by an equal depth: to have and to hold the said 
tract of land, with the dwelling-house, out-houses, and all the other improvements thereon erected, and made to him 
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the said Samuel Ewings, his heirs and assigns, to his and their proper use, benefit, and behoof, forever, with all and 
singular the rights, privileges, and appurtenances thereto belonging, or in anywise appertaining. 
In witness whereof, I, the said Alexander Ewings, have hereunto set my hand and seal, at Miami, in said dis- 


trict of Erie, this 22d day of December, in the year of our Lord 1808, : 
ALEXANDER EWINGS. [z. s.] 


Signed, sealed, and delivered, in presence of 
SamuEL H. Ewines, 
Wiuuiam Hoppy. 
Territory or Micuican, District of Erie, ss. 

Personally came before me, the subscriber, one of the Justices assigned to keep the peace, in and for said dis- 
trict, Alexander Ewings, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be his voluntary act and deed, for the pur- 
poses therein mentioned. Acknowledged before me, at the port of Miami, in said district, this 23d day of Decem- 


ber, A. D 
LEWIS BOND, J. P. D. E. T. M. 


Postponed. 
And then the Board adjourned to Monday next. at nine in the forenoon, 
Monpay, -4pril 10, 1809. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. ; 

No. 633. Josepn Camprav.—The Board tock into consideration the claim of Joseph Campeau (No. 8) to a tract 
of land, situate on the river Huron, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, 
(No. 8,) in vol. 2, page 43, under the date of 31st December, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, —— arpents, it being three arpents in front, extending in depth to lake St. 
Clair, bounded in front by river Huron, and on both sides by lands of Pierre Phenix. 

Whereupon, Pierre Phenix was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn. 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession of the. premises, and had some 
part of them enclosed; that every year wood was cut on the premises for the use of the claimant: and that he, the 
deponent, has cultivated part of this tract these eight years past, as a tenant of the claimant. 

Batiste Letourneau, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the 
claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and has every year cut timber thereon, for the use of his 
other farms on said river Huron, and that many other persons have also cut timber thereon, with the permission of 
the claimant: there is.a house erected on the premises. —Postponed. 

No. 634. Colonel Gasriz, Goprroy.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel Godfroy, (No. 5,) 
which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 295, under the date 
of the 29th November, 1505. 

This tract is situate on the south side of river Raisins, and contains, by estimation, eight.hundred arpents, it be- 
ing eight arpents in front by one hundred in depth, is bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear and above by unio- 
cated iands, and below by lands claimed by Francois Lionard. 

Whereupon, Joseph Porlier Benac was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, many years previous tothe Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and has caused the same to be cultivated every year to this day: about forty arpents are 
under cultivation and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land. (which is not to exceed six hundred and forty acres in the whole, ) and that he havea certificate thereof, which 
certificate shall be No. 634; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity 
of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 635. Francois Lionarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francois Lionard to a tract of 
land, situate on the south side of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed on the 28th December last was read in 
the words and figures following, to wit: 


> , To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: . Detroit, December 28, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of Jand on the south side of river Raisins, containing, by esti- 
mation, six hundred arpents, it being six arpents in frent by one hundred in depth, bounded in front by said river, 
and in rear by unlocated lands, and on every other side by lands claimed by Gabriel Godfroy, Sen. I claim title by 
virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me thereon previous to the year 1796, and continued 
to this date. 
For Francois Lronarp, 

G. GODFROY. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Joseph Porlier Benac was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant. who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, anid has continued so to this day: about thirty arpents are under cultivation, and a barn is erected on the 

remises. 
‘ And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 635; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 636. Colonel GasrieL Goprroy.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel Godfroy (No. 17,) 
which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 295, under the date 
of 29th November, 1805. 

‘This tract is situate on river Huron, of lake Erie, and contains, by estimation. three hundred arpents, it being 
six es Free front by fifty in depth, bounded in front by said river Huron, and on every other side by the United 
States’ lands. 

Whereupon, Joseph Porlier Benac was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Jean Batiste Sanscrainte was in possession and occu- 
panty of the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has kept on the same a man named Ba- 
baud, as a ferryman, and who cultivated about one arpent as a garden; and from that time to this date the claimant 
_ constantly kept a tenant, who has attended the ferry, and has cultivated part of the premises: a house is erected 
thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 636; and that he cause the same to be 


surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 637. Samuen Lasutey.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Samuel Lashley to a lot of ground, 
in the village of Michillimackinack, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Betroit 
in vol. 2, page 32, under the date of 5th November, 1805. 

This lot contains seventy-five feet front, running to the southward two hundred and sixteen feet, bounded on 
the north by’a lot formerly the property of James Graham, and south by the half lot of William Burnett. 

Whereupon, George Meldrum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the 1st july, 1796, he, the deponent, was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant in 1804. 
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onent, went to Michil- 


Louis Dequindre, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that when he, the — 7 n 
was still in possession 


limackinack, in 1804, the deponent was in possession and occupancy of the premises, an 


when the deponent Jeft Michillimackinack last year. : 5 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that'the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 


ground, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 637; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
The Board reconsidered the claim of the heirs of Catherine Godfroy, deceased, (No. 528,) which was postponed 


the 20th of December last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 528; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 
The Board reconsidered the claim of the heirs of Catherine Godfroy, deceased, (No. 529,) which was postponed 


the 20th December last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 529; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a a of the surrey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. ; ; 
The Board reconsidered the claim of the heirs of Catherine Godfroy, deceased, (No. 530,) which was postponed 


on the 20th December last. ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that oi 8 have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 530; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. . 

The Board reconsidered the claim of the heirs of Catherine Godfroy, deceased, (No. 531,) which was postponed 
on the 20th December last. ; ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 531; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. f ' 

;' The Board reconsidered the claim of Gabriel Godfroy, (No. 532,) which was postponed on the 20th December 
ast. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 

i. have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 532; and that he cause the same to be sur- 


land, and that } t 4 I ’ } 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. ‘ 
The Board reconsidered the claim of Gabriel Godfroy, (No. 533,) which was postponed on the 20th December 


last. 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 


of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 533; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, pril.12, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
_ No. 638. Antoine Bitxov, dit L’Esperance.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Antoine Billou, 
dit L’Esperance, to a tract of Jand, situate at Grand Marais; and the notice by him filed the 31st December last was 


read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: : Detroit, December 31, 1808. 

_._ Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate at Grand Marais, containing one arpent in front by 
eighty in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unlocated Jands, above by Charles Chovin, and below 
by Jacques Marsac. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me cr those from 


whom I derive title. 
ANTOINE BILLOU, dit L7ESPERANCE, sa x marque. 
Witness, Perer AupRAIN. 
This tract contains, by estimation, eighty arpents, it being one arpent in front by eighty in depth, bounded in front 
by river Detroit, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands claimed by the widow and heirs of Jean Baptiste Cho- 


vin, deceased, and below by lands of Jacques Marsac. 
Whereupon, Robert Marsac was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 


deposed and said, that, on the 1st July, 1796, the late Baptiste Chovin, deceased, was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he gave it to his son, Jean Baptiste Chovin, who occupied the same until he ex- 
changed with the claimant for another tract of land at Grosse Pointe, on lake St. Clair: there is a house and barn 
erected on the premises, and about twenty-five arpents are enclosed, and part cultivated.—Postponed. 
And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, “4pril 14, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. ‘ 
soli Monpay, 4pril 17, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 639. Morice Wittermy.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Morice Willermy to a tract of 
land, situate on river aux Sables; and the notice filed the 23d December ‘last was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Dertrorrt, December 23, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate on river aux Sables, containing five arpents in front by 
about fifteen in depth, bounded in front by river aux Sables, in rear by river Raisins settlements, on one side by;one 
Bostonais, and on the other side by unlocated lands. 


For Morice WILLERMY, 
ANTOINE GUY, his x mark. 


Witness, Peter AupRAIN. 
This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 


t 
i 
i 
4 


I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements. 
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Whereupon, Joseph Porlier Benac was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, he, the deponent, was in possession, and continued 
so until he sold to the ciaimant, who has occupied and cultivated the same since to this day: five or six arpents are 
cultivated and enclosed, and the claimant has begun to improve about six years ago.—Postponed. 


No. 640. Bosronats.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Bostonais to a. tract of land? 
situate on river aux Sables; and the notice by him filed the 23d December last was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detrort, December 2, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on river aux Sables, containing five arpents in front by about fifteen in depth, bounded in front by river 
aux Sables, in rear by river Raisins settlement, on one side by Joseph Nadault, and on the other side by one Morice 
Willermy. I claim by virtue of possession and improvements. . 

or 











Bostonals, 
ANTOINE GUY, his x mark. 
Witness, Peter AuDRAIN. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Joseph Porlier Benac was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, one Champagne was in possession of the premises, 
and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has occupied the same to this day: twelve or fifteen arpents are 
cultivated and enclosed, and a house is erected on the premises.—Postponed. 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenocn. 


. i Wepnespay, /pril 19, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 641. THe wipow aNp HEIRS-oF Batiste Cuovin, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim 
of the widow and heirs of Batiste Chovin, deceased, to a tract of land, situate at Grand Marais; and the notice by 
them filed the 31st December last was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 31, 1808. 


Take notice that I claim title, for myself and my children, toa tract of land, situate at Grand Marais, 
containing two arpents in front by eighty in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unlocated lands, on 
one side by Antoine L’Esperance, and on the other side by Batiste Dupré. I claim by virtue of possession, occu- 
pancy, and improvements made by my late husband many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, and continued to 
this date. 

For THE wipow Cuovin, 
CHARLES CHOVIN, his x mark. 


Witness, PererR AUDRAIN. 


This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being two .arpents in front by eighty in 
depth, is. bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unlocated lands, on one side by the farm of Batiste Dupré, 
and on the other side by lands claimed by Antoine Billou, dit L’Esperance. 

Whereupon, Robert Marsac was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Batiste Chovin, deceased, was in posses- 
sion and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; since which time, the widow and children have 
occupied and cultivated the same to this day: about thirty arpents are under cultivation, and a house and a barn are 
erected on the premises. The deponent further saith, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Batiste Chovin 
~_ —" and cultivated about ten arpents behind the first forty arpents, which have been cultivated every year 
to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 641; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


oa Board reconsidered the claim of Antoine Billou, dit L’Esperance, (No. 638,) which was postponed on the 
12th instant. 

Whereupon, Robert Marsac was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, (in addition to his deposition of the 12th mag sey Mercer the tract now claimed by the claimant was 
formerly part of a tract of three arpents in front, owned by the late Batiste Chovin, deceased; that he made a gift of 
that arpent to his son, Jean Batiste Chovin, who has exchanged with the claimant for a tract at Grosse Pointe; that 
it is a part of the ten arpents in cultivation behind the first forty arpents, and has been possessed and cultivated pre- 
vious to the Ist July, 1796, and every year since that time to this day. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, produced his deed of exchange, which was registered with the former Com- 
missioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in liber D, page 149. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
jJand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 638; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Fripay, April 21, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, pril 24, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, Zpril 26, 1809. 


‘The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, /pril 28, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
REUBEN ATTWATER, 


PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 
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No. 18, « 


Transcript of the Minutes of the ponte of the Land Office at Detroit, commencing on Monday, the 1st day 
of May, 1809, and ending on the 30th day of June following, both days inclusive. 


4 — Monpay, May 1, 1809. © 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 642. Francis Fonrenoy.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francis Fontenoy to a tract of 
land, situate on river St. Clair; and the notice filed by Jean Batiste Comparet, in behalf of the claimant, was read 
in the words and figures following, to wit: 

» 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 14, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 

land, situate on river St. Clair, containing six and a half arpents by forty in depth, bounded in front by river St. 
Clair, in_rear by unconceded lands, on one side, above, by lands of widow Mini, and on the other side, below, by 
lands of James Robison. I claim by virtue of improvements, possession, and occupancy, &c. 


For Francis FontTenoy, 


JEAN BATISTE COMPARET. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. ‘ 

Whereupon, Colonel George Cotterall was brought forward as,a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, two or three years before 1796, one Indian man was placed on the premises by 
Garret Graverat, and remained thereon till 1798, since which time several people have worked the land, off and on; 
that the premises remained idle two or three years at a time; that no improvements were ever made by the claim- 
ant, or by any of his parents; that, in 1797, a school-house was erected on the premises by the neighbors, who had 
subscribed for the same, by permission of Charles Moran, then guardian of the claimant. 

Ignace Moras, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that, in 1797, one Antoine Mini, Jun. applied to 
Josette Fontenoy, then guardian appointed by the court to the claimant, and other younger children, and offered to 
purchase the premises now claimed; that she answered, that, if she could find the deed, she would sell, but she 
did not know where it was. The said Mini then began to cultivate the land, and continued about three years. 

Jean Batiste Comparet, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that, in the year 1796, previous to the 
Ist July, he, the deponent, saw one Antoine Mini, Sen. planting Indian corn, who told him that he had to pay a 
rent to an Indian who then held the land as the property of the claimant.—Postponed. 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Wenpnespay, May 3, 1809. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 

Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Fripay, May 5, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, May 8, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


: Wenpnespay, May 10, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 643. Ann CoaTEs, FOR THE LEGAL HEIRS OF JAMES Donapson, deceased.—The Board took into consider- 
ation the claim of Ann Coates, for the legal heirs and representatives of James Donaldson, deceased, to a tract of 
Jand on river Rouge, part and parcel of a larger tract of sixteen acres, which was entered with the former Com- 
missioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 67, under the date of the 30th August, 1804. 

This tract contains six acres in front by acres in depth, that is to say, extending in depth to the St. Cosme 
family line, bounded in front by river Rouge, above by lands claimed by Tee Coates, and below by lands of the 
late Godfroy Corbus. 

Whereupon, John Cissne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late James Donaldson was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until his deaths since which time, the said Ann Coates, one of the executors of the 
last will and testament of the late James Donaldson, deceased, has been in possession, and has tenanted the pre- 
mises to this day: about eight or nine acres are under cultivation and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that she have a certificate thereof, in her capacity of one of the executors; and that she cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 





Fripvay, May 12, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, May 15, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. F 
Wepnespay, May 17, 1809. 
_The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


cee Frivay, May 19, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 644. Pierre Rivarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Rivard to a tract of land, 
situate at Grand Marais; and the notice by him filed on the 28th December last was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: Detroit, December 28, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate at Grand Marais, on river Detroit, containing three arpents in front by eighty in depth, (excepting one’ 
arpent in front by two in depth, now the property of John Askin,) bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by 
unlocated lands, on one side by Batiste Laderoute, and on the other side by Bazil Campeau. I claim by virtue of 
possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom | derive title. 


PIERRE RIVARD, his x. mark. 
Witness, Perer AupRAIN. 
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This tract contains, by estimation, three arpents ip front by eighty in depth, with the exception of the lot claimed 
by John Askin, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Joseph Seguin, dit Laderoute, was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, 
being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the 1st July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occu- 
pancy of the premises, and has continued so without any interruption to this day: about thirty-six arpents are under 
cultivation, and a house and barn are erected on the premises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 644; and -that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 645. Francois Ducuenr, Sen.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Francois Duchene, senior, 
to a tract of land, situate on the west side of lake St. Clair, which was entered with the former Commissioners of 
the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 308, under the date of 30th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, acres, it being three acres and one rod in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, below by lands claimed by Louis Griffard, and above 
by lands claimed by Louis Percy. 

Whereupon, Batiste Nantay was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the 1st July, 1796, Pierre Champagne was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and continued so until he sold to the x i Nother who, since that time to this day, has possessed and occupied the same. 
About eight arpents are under cultivation and enclosed, and a house and barn are erected on the premises. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Par devant les témoins soussignés, moi, Pierre Champagne, pour moi, mes héritiers, a cédé et vendu au Sieur 
Francois Duchene, pére, dans le cours du mois de Septembre, de l’année de nétre Seigneur mil huit cent un, une 
certaine terre située sur le bord du lac St. Clair, contenant trois arpents, plus ou moins, de front, sur quarante 
arpents en profondeur, tenant du bord du nord-est par la terre de Louis Percy, et du bord sur ouest par la terre de 
Joseph Griffard, avec tous les batiments, clétures, &c. dessus. Donc pour et en considération de la somme de 
soixante pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, que je reconnois avoir recu, je lui garantie la ditte terre de moi, et de 


mes héritiers et hoirs, et ayant cause. a ae obs : 
Ainsy aprés lecture faitte, ne sachant signer, j’ai fait ma marque ordinaire, & la riviére St. Clair, le 5éme de 


Février, 1809. 
PIERRE CHAMPAGNE, sa x marque. 





En présence de 
Jean Marie BEAvBIEN, 
Wiviiam Torn. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 645; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, May 22, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, May 24, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, May 26, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, May 29, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wenpnespay, May 31, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, June 2, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Peter Curry, (No. 340,) which was postponed on the 7th November last. 

Whereupon, Alexis Delisle was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that the claimant was the first who improved part of the premises in 1796 or 1797; that, since that 
time to this day, the claimant has occupied, or caused the premises to be occupied and cultivated.—Postponed. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Mownpay, June 5, 1809. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 646. AnGELIquE Camprav.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Angelique Campeau toa tract 
of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 151, under the date of the 2ist November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred acres, it being four acres in front by one hundred in depth, 
bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, below by lands claimed by Antoine Campeanu, her 
brother, and above by lands claimed by Christopher ‘Tutle, Esq. 

Whereupon, Francois Pepin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession, and tenanted the premises, 
and has continued so to this day. About thirteen arpents are under cultivation and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that she have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 646; and that she cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 647. Antoine Campeau.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Antoine Campeau to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office 
at Detroit, in volume 1, page 152, under the date of 21st November, 1805. 
This tract contains, by estimation, four hundred acres of land, it being four acres in front by one hundred in 
’ depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands claimed by Angelique Campeanu, 
his sister, and below by lands claimed by Batiste Lasselle. 

’ Whereupon, Francois Pepin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession, and tenanted the premises, 
and has continued so to this day. About twelve or thirteen arpents are cultivated and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 647; and that he cause the-same to be sur- 
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veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 
And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. i 
Wepnespay, June 7, 1809. 


_ The Board met at nine.in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, June 9, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. ‘ 
ee ; Monpay, June 12, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 648. ‘THE WARDENS OF THE CHURCH OF THE PARISH OF St. ANToINE.—The Board took into consideration the 
claim of the wardens of the church of the parish of St. Antoine, on river Raisins; and the notice filed by Francois 
Navarre, Esq. on the 28th December last was read in the words and figures following, to wit: : 


To the Register of the Land Office ut Detroit. 
— Derrorr, December 28, 1808. 


Take notice that we claim title, as wardens of the church of the parish of St. Antoine, to a tract of land, 
situate on the north side of river Raisins, containing one arpent and two perches in front by forty in depth, bounded 
east-southeast by lands of Louis Monmini, and west-northwest by lands of Joseph Hivon. e also claim half 
an arpent in front by forty in depth, joining the above, as the property of our church. 

For the wardens of the’church of the parish of St. Antoine, . 
: FRANCOIS NAVARRE. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. _ 

Whereupon, Joseph Robert was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the wardens of said church were in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and have continued so to this day. There is a church, a dwelling-house, and out-houses erected 
on the premises, and about fifteen arpents are enclosed and cultivated, for the benefit of the said church. 

The claimants, in support éf their claim, exhibited two deeds, in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Par devant Porlier Benac, en présence de témoins soussignés, nous, Louis Monmini, pére, et Louis Monmini, 
fils, reconnoissons et confessons avoir cédé, quitté, et abandonné, dés maintenant et pour toujours, & la paroisse 
ou fabrique de la riviére aux Raisins, un arpent et deux perches de terre de front sur quarante de profondeur, 
tenant a l’est-sud-est 4 la terre que nous occupons, et faisant partie de nétre ditte terre, et 4 ouest-nord-ouest 2 la 
terre du Sieur Joseph Hivon, le dit terrein avoir été choisi par Monsieur Frichette, prétre, curé de la paroisse St. 
Anne, au Detroit, autorisé par Monseigneur |’évéque pour cet objet; lequel terrein doit servir pour toujours au curé, 
et batimens nécessaires, comme église, presbytére, et cémétaire, qu’il y aura a faire sur le dit terrein que nous 
vendons, soit pour toujours attaché pour le cure, sans que personne puisse jamais le démembrer et. hypothéquer, 
& moins d’un consentement général de tous les habitants, paroissiens, ou syndics, établis pour les representer. C’est 
a cette condition que nous faisons la ditte vente, et ce pour le prix et somme de quatre cent pounds, égal & vingt-six 
pounds six chelings huit pence, cours de la Nouvelle York, dont les habitants nous font payement en denrées, pro- 
duits de leurs terres. aa 

En foy de quoy, nous nous sommes dessaisi et dénanté pour toujours, et de ce jour, & prendre possession par les 
dits habitants, paroissiens, ou leurs répreséntants, obligeant, &c. renongant, &c. ; 

Fait & la riviére aux Raisins, le quinze Octobre, mil sept cent quatre-vingt-huit, voulant que le dit acte ait autant ;.- 
de force que s’il etait passé par devant notaire; etles dits Monmini, pére et fils, ont déclaré ne savoir signer, et ont fait 


leurs marques ordinaires. 

wits LOUIS MONMINI, Pére, sa x marque. 
LOUIS MONMINI, Fils, sa x marque. 
Cuar.es REAUME, Timetas. ' 


Louis GaAILLarD, 
J. PORLIER BENAC. 


Riviere Aux Raisins, le 25 May, 1790. 


Par devant moi, Porlier Benac, Juge 4 Paix, et capitaine de milice, sont comparu Sieurs Monmini, pére, et Mon- 
mini, fils, lesquels reconnoissent avoir regu le montant de la vente du terrein, qu’ils ont vendu en l’autre part, dont 


ils donnent quittance généralle. 
LOUIS MONMINI, Pére, sax marque. 
LOUIS MONMINI, Fils, sa x marque. 


Par devant Porlier Benac, et présence de témoins soussignés, moy, Joseph Hivon, reconnois avoir de ce-jourdhuy 
et pour toujours abandonné et fait don a !a cure ou paroisse de la riviére aux Raisins, d’un demi arpent de terre sur 
la ditte riviére aux Raisins sur quarante de profondeur, tenant a l’est-sud-est au terrein que les Sieurs Monmini, pére 
et fils, ont vendu aux dits paroissiens, et & l’ouest-nord-ouest a la terre que j’occupe, le dit demi arpent faisant partie 
de ma terre, pour par le curé ou representant jouir pour toujours, pour l’utilité des paroissiens, et servir X telle 
bitisse qu’ils jugeront nécéssaire pour le besoin de la ditte paroisses c’est dans cette considération que je fais la pré- 
sente donation sans aucun retour de ma part, voulant et me reservant en cas d’ensemble des paroissiens ou syndic 
pour les representer, si le dit terrein etait vendu, soit en partie ou le tout, avoir la préference de la ditte vente, 
obligeant, &c. renongant, &c. A la riviére aux Raisins, le vingt Octobre, mil sept cent quatre-vingt-huit, et le dit 


Hivon a déclaré ne savoir signer, et a fait sa marque ordinaire. 
JOSEPH HIVON, sa x marque. 


CHARLES REAUME, sdunsiiee . 


Lovis GAILLARD, 
J. PORLIER BENAC. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of Jand, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 648; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a ee of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at etroit. . 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
: Wepnespay, June 14, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Peter Curry, (No. eee which was postponed on the 2d June instant. 

Whereupon it doth appear to the commissioners, that the claimant is entitled to the said described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 340; and that he cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. The survey to begin above from the land now enclosed for the use of the public ship 
yard, and running down river Rouge ten acres, and running in depth forty acres, so as not to interfere with lands 
already affirmed. ; lle 

And then the sin adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Pp 
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Fripay, June.16, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. ; 
Mownpay, June 19, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. i 
Wepvyespay, June 21, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
‘No. 649. Heirs or ALExANDER McC ormicx.—The Board took into consideration the claim of the heirs of Alex- 
ander McCormick, deceased, to a tract of land situate on the river Miami, and the notice filed in their behalf by 
Sol. Sibley, attorney, on the 17th November last, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit. 
Derroit, November 15, 1808. 


Notice is hereby given to the Commissioners of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit, that the children, 
the legal heirs of Alexander McCormick, to wit: William McCormick, John McCormick, Matthew McCormick, 
Alexander McCormick, Agnes McCormick, Elizabeth McCormick, Sarah McCormick, and Mary McCormick, for 
themselves, and. in right of their said father, deceased, set up title and make claim to have and to hold, to them, and 
to their heirs and assigns, as the legal representatives of the said Alexander McCormick, deceased, a certain tract 
of land, with the appurtenances, situate and lying upon the Miami river, of lake Erie, upon the northerly side 
thereof, above the old fort, within the United States’ territory of Michigan, and their land district of Detroit, contain- 
ing six hundred and forty acres, or thereabouts, being one mile square, and bounded in front upon said Miami river; 
on the easterly or lower side by a small ravine upon the margin of said river; below, and near the house now occu- 
pied by John Baptiste Beaugrand, on the westerly side, by a small rivulet, where it. enters said river, which forms 
the outlet of several small ponds !ying back upon the meadows or premises, lying about one mile from the point 
first mentioned; in rear, as well as on both sides, by lands of the United States; said tract of land so claimed to be 
included within parallel lines, to be drawn at right angles from the aforesaid point upon said river bank. The chil- 
dren and heirs of said Alexander McCormick set up claim and make title to the said tract of land, under the title of 
their deceased father; also, by virtue of a long possession, occupancy, and improvements in and by their deceased 
father and themselves, and those from whom they derive title. . 


For and on behalf of the children and legal heirs of ALExaANDER McCormick, deceased, above named, 
SOL. SIBLEY, .Zttorney. 


Sir: 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Whitmore Knaggs was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to August, 1794, the late Alexander McCormick possessed and occupied 
the upper part of the tract now claimed; that, before the battle of the 20th August, he was driven away by the In- 
dians; that, in 1797, Alexander McCormick wrote from the new settlement on the British shore to the deponent, 
requesting him to suffer no person to settle on the premises now claimed, without making some previous arrange- 
ments with him; that, previous to 1794, he is knowing that Messrs. Beaugrand and Roulo rented a house from Mr. 
McCormick, (built by one Bellair,) and that one Valliquet cultivated part of the land now claimed. 

Colonel John Anderson, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that, in the year 1793, when the 
deponent went.to the foot of the rapids, the late Alexander McCormick was then living on the premises now 
claimed; that, in 1794, when the deponent went again to the foot of the rapids, said McCormick was still living on 
the premises, aud continued thereon until the 18th August, 1794, when said McCormick, as well as the deponent and 
other people, were driven away by the Indians; that, on the 20th August, all the buildings on the premises were burnt 
down by the United States’ troops, as the deponent understood; that, in the year 1798, said McCormick came to the 
foot of the rapids, informed the deponent that he was on his way to Kentucky to visit his friends, whom he had 
not seen since he was taken a prisoner by the Indians; that said McCormick requested the deponent to have an eye 
on his farm, that, if any person attempted to settle on it, to inform them that the premises were his property, which 
he expected to get confirmed to him by the United States, as a relief for his past sufferings; that, in 1799 or 1800, 
one Vailiquet built a house on a part of the land now claimed, and sold the same to one Bellair, who has occu- 
pied the same ever since, but the deponent doth not know whether or not it was as tenant to said McCormick. The 
deponent has no knowledge that any person did occupy any part of the premises from August, 1794, to 1799 or 
1800. The deponent further saith, that said Alexander McCormick informed him that he had been taken prisoner 
by the Indians; that his wife had also been taken prisoner by the Wyandot Indians, and had been very cruelly 
treated by them. ‘The deponent further saith, that, at the time said Alexander McCormick lived on the premises, 
there were between twenty and thirty acres enclosed and under cultivation; four or five cabins were erected, and 
an orchard of apple and peach trees planted.—Postponed. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Fripay, June 23, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 650. Prerre Tremsie.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Tremblé to a tract of land. 
situate on lake St. Clair, and the notice by him filed the 24th of December last was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 


To Perer Aupratn, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
DecEMBER 24, 1808. 


Sir: 

Please take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim 
toa certain tract of land, situate and being near the Pointe au Guinolet, within thé district of Detroit, being in 
breadth two arpents and three perches, in Jength forty arpents, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlo- 
cated lands, on the northeast side by Jand claimed by Antoine Reneau, and on the southwest side by Julian Forton’s 
farm. I claim and set up title to the above described tract of land by virtue of occupancy, and improvements by me 


or those from whom I derive title, previous to the Ist of July, 1796. ’ 
PIERRE TREMBLE, his x mark. 


Witness, Jos. Watson. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 5 ati : 

Whereupon, Michel Mornet was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, one Pierre Laderoute was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has occupied and cultivated the same ever since to this 
day. About seven or eight arpents are under cultivation and enclosed, and a dwelling house is erected thereon. 
The claimant, in support of his claim, produced a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


This deed, made this twenty-fourth day of December, one thousand eight hundred and eight, by Pierre Laderoute, 
of the district of Detroit, within the territory of Michigan, to Pierre Tremblé, of the aforesaid district and territory, 
witnesses, that the said Pierre Laderoute, in consideration of one hundred and fifty dollars and fifty cents to him 
in hand paid, and for other good causes and considerations him thereunto | moving, has granted, aliened, and con- 
veyed, and hereby grants, aliens, and conveys to the said Pierre Tremblé one certain parcel of ground, situate, 


- 
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lying, and ‘being, near Pointe au Guinolet, within the district and territory aforesaid, being in breadth two arpents and 
three perches, and a forty arpents, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, on the north- 
east side by lands claimed by Antoine Reneau, and on the southwest side by lands claimed by Julian Forton, con- 
taining, by estimation, eighty-eight arpents, be the same more or less: to have and to hold the same to the said 
Pierre Tremblé, together with all the privileges and appurtenances thereunto belonging, or in anywise appertain- 
ing, and to his heirs and assigns, to his and their use, benefit, and behoof, forever; and I, the said Pierre Laderoute, 
do covenant and agree with the said Pierre Tremblé, his heirs and assigns, to defend and warrant the above de- 
scribed premises against the lawful claims and demands of all persons claiming under me or them. 

In witness whereof, I, the said Pierre Laderoute, have hereunto set:my hand and seal, at the city of Detroit, the 


day and year first above written. ' 
PIERRE LADEROUTE, hi . . 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of ' nee Ae Led 
Lampert Laroy, 
JosepH Watson, Conveyancer. 


Detroit, December 24, 1808. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate’ shall be No. 650; and that he cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. ae 
And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


aan Monpay, June 26, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. : 


_ No. 651, Avexis Cenarr, dit Coquintarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Alexis Cenait, dit 
Coquillard, toa tract of land, situate on river Rouge; and the notice by him filed on the 24th of December last was 


read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Derrorr, December 24, 1808. 


Sir: ; 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit’my claim toa tract of 
land, situate on the river Rouge, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by said 
river Rouge, in rear by J. and F. Lasselle. 1 claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by 


me‘or those from whom [ derive title. 
ALEXIS CENAIT, dit COQUILLARD. 
Witness, Perer AuDRAIN. ' 


Whereupon, Alexis Delille was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn? 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, Jean Batiste Delille was in possession and occupancy of the prem- 
ises. and continued so until he sold to Antoine Peltier, who sold to Mrs. Mary Abbott, who sold to the claimant, who 
has possessed the premises, and caused them tobe cultivated to this day: there are a dwelling-house and barn erect- 
ed on the premises; about thirty-six arpents are under cultivation and enclosed, and the land has been cultivated 
every year from the Ist of July, 1796, to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 651; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. : ; . 
The, Board reconsidered the claim of Adam Brown, (No. 354,) which was postponed on the 16th of November 


last. 
And theretpon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said tract of land, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 354; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. : ' P 
The Board reconsidered the claim of Adam Brown, (No. 355,) which was postponed on the 16th-of November 


last. 
«And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 


land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 355; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
REUBEN ATTWATER, 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


No. 19. 


Extract from the minutes of the proceedings of the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, from the 28th 
June to 29th December, 1809, inclusively. 


Wepnespay, June 28, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. ; 
Frivay, June 30, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, July 3, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wenpnespay, July 5, 1809, 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no. business, adjourned to 


> 


Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
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Fripay, July 7, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, July 10, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 
Turspay, July 11, 1809, 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 652, Josep Dazet.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Dazet to a lot of ground, on 
the north side of the river Raisins. which was entered with former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in 
vol. 2, page 64, under the date of 18th February, 1805. 

This lot contains, by estimation, one arpent, is bounded in front by said river Raisins, in rear by the highway. 
east by lands of the claimant, and west by lands claimed by J. and F. Lasselle. 

Whereupon, Col. Gabriel Godfroy was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist of July, 1796, the late Pierre Selo was in possession 
and occupancy of said lot, (being then part of a larger tract,) and continued so until he sold to Bourdeaux, dit Lade- 
route, who sold to Amable St. Cosme, from whom the claimant has purchased, and has occupied the same to this 
day. There is a dwelling house erected, and an orchard planted on said lot. The deeds of transfer above referred 
to are recorded by the former commissioners in liber A, fol. 270, &c. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 652; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Thursday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

ein Tuurspay, July 13, 1809. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

‘ Boag Board reconsidered the claim of George McDougall, Esquire, (No. 236,) which was postponed on the 13th 
uly, 1808. 

i ceuien, Jean Baptiste Jereaume, who had been regularly subpoenaed, appeared, and acknowledged the sale 
which he had made to the claimant, and for which he had executed a deed the 18th day of September, 1805, recorded 
in vol. 5, page 8; and now consenteth that the claimant have a patent for the said claim. 

And thereupon it déth appear-to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described Jot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 236; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 653. Grorce McDoveat, Esquire.—The Board took into consideration the caveat and claim of George 
McDougall, Esquire, to a lot of ground, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was filed on the 30th Decem- 
ber last, in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Auprain, Esquire, Register of the United States’? Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: 

I hereby notify you that I claim title to about one hundred and ninety arpents of land, (being part of a lo 
land lately sures by Israel Ruland in behalf of Jean Baptiste Jereaume, supposed to heey ahtegether two vod 
dred and forty arpents, or French acres, of land, ) situate, lying, and being on the north bank of river Raisins; bound- 
ed in front by said river Raisins, in rear by a creek whereon a grist mill is standing, belonging to Major Gabriel 
Godfroy; on the west by the remainder of the said Jean Baptiste Jereaume’s lot of land, containing six and a half 
arpents, in front of river Raisins, by seven or eight arpents in rear, to said Mill creek, more or less, supposed by said 
Jereaume to contain sixty-five arpents of land, altogether, which he reserved for himself; and on the east by said 
Mill creek, which empties at high water, in part, by a small run into said river Raisins, joining Meldrum and Park’s 
claim to land: they acquired from Francois Reaume, Senior, deceased. 

The said Jean Baptiste Jereaume and one Joseph Bourdeaux, having made me a donation of the residue of said 
lot, (entered as aforesaid for said Jereaume,) as appears by their voluntary acknowledgment before the late honorable 
commissioners, on Tuesday, the 3d December, 1805, ‘‘ that they had given me the said tract of land, and that they 
had resigned all pretensions to the property or possession thereof in my favor,” which has been tenanted ever since 
for me by André Poupard Lafleur, who now lives thereon, occupies and cultivates the same in my behalf. 

I now, therefore, take the liberty of entering my caveat, in order to stop the said Jean Baptiste Jereaume from ob- 
taining a certificate from this honorable Board to that part of the said lot of land, which he has acknowledged to 
have ceded and abandoned in my favor, as aforesaid: all which is respectfully submitted by, sir, your most obedient 


servant. 
GEORGE McDOUGALL. 


Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Jereaume and the said George McDougall appeared before the Board of Commis- 
sioners, and the said Jean Baptiste Jereaume acknowledged that, from the road leading from the river Raisins to Mill 
creek, between this claim and the farm of Joseph Bourdeaux, six arpents and a half only are his private property, 
from the said road leading down river Raisins, and in rear extending to said Mill creek; and that, of the residue of 
this tract so claimed, one half belongs to George McDougall.—Postponed. 

And then the Board adjourned to Saturday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Sarurpay, July 15, 1809. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Monpay, July 17, 1809. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Wepvespay, July 19, 1809, 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
; Fripay, July 21, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, July 24, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, July 26, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of Joseph Campeau, (No. 604,) which was postponed the 21st January, and on 
the 11th of February last. a! ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 604; and that he cause the same to be 
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surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. i 

The Board reconsidered the claim of the heirs of Cecille Campeau, wife of Jacques Loson, (No- 603, ) which 
was postponed on the 2ist of January, and on the 11th of February last. ; ‘ 

And poor ig or it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are not entitled to the said described tract 
of land, and, therefore, that their claim be rejected; and it is hereby rejected. 

And then the Board adjourned to Saturday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


pd Sarurpay, July 29, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 654. Prerre Lanetois, dit Traversis.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Langlois, dit 
Traversis, to a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Com- 
missioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 3, page 328, under the date of 30th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estitnation, about two hundred arpents, it being two arpents in front by about one hun- 
dred in depth, more or less, bounded in front by river Raisins, east by lands of John Askin, Senior, and west dy 
the church lands. 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, (leposed and said, that either the claimant or Martin Nadault (from whom he purchased) was in possession 
and occupancy of the premises on the Ist of July, 1796, and that this tract of land has been constantly cultivated 
from that period to this day. . . 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the before described tract of 
land, (of which the lot No. 468, of Francis Delille, is to be deducted) and that he have a certificate thereof, which 
certificate shall be No. 654; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity 
of .land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Tuesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


pas , ; Tuespay, ugust 2, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment, 


No. 655. Henry BertuEeLet.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Henry Berthelet, grantee of 
Louis Barthe, toa tract of land, situate on river Detroit, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 264, under the date of 1st February, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and sixty arpents, it being four arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by lands.of Joseph Livernois, northeast by lands claimed by John 
Harvey, and southwest by lands claimed by John Askin. 

Whereupon, Ambroise Riopel was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, Joseph Livernois was in possession of the premises, and continued 
so until he exchanged with Louis Barthe, (as per deed recorded) on the 2d day of February, 1802. The deponent 
saith that he cultivated part of the premises during three years previous to 1796, that-is, in 1790, °91, and 792, 
with the permission of Joseph Livernois, and that there were then eight or nine arpents under cultivation and 
enclosed. There are no improvements or enclosures now on the premises.—Postponed. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

: Frivay, Jugust 4, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of George Shindler, (No. 331,) which was postponed on the 20th of October, 
1808, 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to forty-two acres only, bein 
six acres in front by seven in depth, being part of the aforesaid claim, and that he have a certificate thereof, whic 
certificate shall be No. 331; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity 
of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the I.and Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Monpay, 4ugust 7, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, August 9, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Saturday next, at nine in the forenoon. ' 


SaturDay, August 12, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Tuesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Tuespay, 4ugust 15, 1809. 
The B ard met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, 4ugust 18, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. | 


Monpay, August 21, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Thursday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

. Tuurspay, August 24, 1809. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. as 


The Board reconsidered the claim of Morice Willermy, (No. 639,) which was postponed on the 17th of April 
last. . 

Whereupon, Antoine Guy was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, Joseph Porlier Benac was in possession of the premises, an 
caused part thereof to be cultivated every year, until he sold to the claimant, who has occupied the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the before described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 639; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. Te 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Monpay, August 23, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
‘Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
WepnespaY, August 30, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
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No. 656, NicnoLas Rrvarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Nicholas Rivard to a tract of land, 
situate on lake St. Clair, and the notice by him filed on the 16th of July, 1808, was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sm: Detroit, July 16, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on lake St. Clair, containing three arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. 
Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by Batiste Celoron, and on the other side by Louis Tremblé. [ 
claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I de- 


rive title. 
NICHOLAS RIVARD, his x mark. 
Witness, Peter AUDRAIN. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Jacques Allard, Sen. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, one Frangois Ambroise Tremblé was in possession and oc- 
cupancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Frangois L’Esperance, who sold to Joseph Ellair, who, 
by virtue of a judgment and execution, delivered up the land to the then sheriff, who sold it at public sale to the 
claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a ceruficate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 656; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 657. Gasriet Reneav, Jun.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel Reneau, Jun. toa tract 

of land, situate on lake St. Clair; and the notice by him filed on the 2d November, 1808, was read in the words 

and figures following, to wit: , 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

Sir: Detroit, November 2, 1808. 


Take notice that I enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim toa tract of land, 
situate at the Pointe & Guinolet, containing one arpent in front by forty in depth, bounded in frent by take St. 
Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by Julian Forton, and southwest by Nicholas Rivard. I claim and 
set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom If derive title. 


GABRIEL RENEAU, Jun. his x mark. 
Witness, Peter AupRAIN. 


Whereupon, Jacques Allard, Senior, was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, one Colas Rivard was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and cultivated the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described. tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 657; and that he cause the same to-be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, September 1, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Mownpay, September 4, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepyespay, September 6, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Board reconsidered the claim of Jean Baptiste Lasselle, Jun. (No. 63,) which was affirmed on the 16th day 


of December, 1807. ; a, 
‘Lhis claim was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, under the date of 11th 


November, 1805, a. 

On the examination of this claim two deeds were produced, one from Frangois Soudriette, the other from Jean 
Baptiste Leduc; which two deeds were translated for the former commissioners, a copy of which has been trans- 
mitted to the Secretary of the ‘Treasury by the former commissioners; and now it appears that the two deeds say 
eighty arpents in depth, instead of forty, mentioned in the entry through mistake. 

Whereupon, it appears to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to eighty arpents in depth, and the sur- 
veyor is hereby authorized to survey and plot the same accordingly. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
; Fripay, September 8, 1809. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. . 

No. 658. RicuarD Pottarp, Esq.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Richard Pollard, Esquire, 
to atract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of 
the Land Office at Detroit, in book A, fo. 156, under the date of the 24th December, 1804. 

Whereupon, Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, in the year 1792 or 1793, Jacques Ganier was in possession and cultivated the premises, and 
continued so until he sold to Richard Pollard, which was in 1794 or 1795; the premises were then cultivated by 
Michael Bourdon until the year 1798 or 1799, as tenant to the claimant: there was a house built on the premises, 
and about seventeen acres of land under cultivation. 

Charles Frangois Jourdain, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that he has knowledge that the pre- 
mises in question have been under constant cultivation for three or‘four years back. 

John Anderson, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that he has knowledge that the fences of the premises in 
question have been kept in repair by Oliver Rhodes for eight years back, in behalf of the claimant. The deponent 
further saith, that he has always understood that the land in question was the property of the claimant, and that he 
knows of no other person who claims the same.—Postponed. _ 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, September 11, 1809. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 659. Atexis Lorancer.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Alexis Loranger to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former, Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, by Henry Berthelet, in behalf of the claimant, in vol. 1, page 264, under the date of Ist February, 
1805, and registered in liber B, folio 187. - 

Whereupon, Charles Campeau was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Charles Robidou was in possession and cultivated the 
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premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, and that this tract has been cultivated every year for these 


nineteen years. — ; f s d E 5 
Hubert Lacroix, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that the claimant has occupied and cultivated 
narles Robidou. 


the same since he purchased of the said C ; ' t : 
n it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 


And, — ) 
e have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 659; and that he cause the same to be sur- 


Jand, and that v { | ; : 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. hills 
And then the Board adjourned to Thursday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
:; Tuurspay, September 14, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Saturday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Saturpay, September 16, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Tuesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Turspay, September 19, 1809. 
_The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, September 22, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. . 
Monpay, September 25, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, September 27, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Saturday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Saturpay, September 30, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the “vrenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Tuesday next, at nine in the forenuvn. 
Tuespay, October 3, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to Fri- 
day next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Frinay, October 6, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, October 9, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Thursday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, October 12, 1809, 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Saturday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Saturpvay, October 14, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Tuesday next, at nine in the forenoon. tan 
Tuespay, October 17, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Thursday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, October 19, 1809.: 
The Board met at nine in ‘the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Saturday next, at nine in the forenoon. ; 
Saturpay, October 21, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 660. Joun Cissne.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Cissne to a tract of land, situate 
on the south side of river Rouge, and the notice by him filed on the 17th of December, 1808, was read in the words 


and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 17, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the south side of river 
Rouge, containing, by estimation, three hundred and twenty acres, it being eight acres in front by forty in depth, 
by the said river, in rear by-unlocated lands, on the west by lands claimed by John Dicks, and on 


bounded in front ; $ 
the east by lands claimed by Harris H. Hickman. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improve- 


ments made by me previous to 1796, and continued to this day. 
JOHN CISSNE. 


Sir: 


This tract contains, and is. bounded, as in the above notice. __ ; ; : 
Whereupon, James Cissne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 


deposed and said, that, in the year 1795, the claimant cleared a part of this tract, seeded it in turnips, and fenced 
it, and built a cabin; that, in the fall of the same year, the claimant sowed in wheat the same piece of land; that in 
1797, he collected a parcel of neighbors, with whom he made rails, and enclosed upwards of twenty acres; that in 
1798, Charles and Richard Jones went on the land, cleared, tilled, and fenced about three acres, and cleared more 
in the yearfollowing. ; : ; ae 

Felix Metté, another witness, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, in 1799, he saw people building a cabin 
on this tracts that, part of that tract was then cultivated, and under fence; that in the course of one year after, one 
Jones built a house of square logs; that no person lived on the premises for four or five years ago, until a negro man 
went and lived on it, and has continued to this day as a tenant to the claimant. e 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 660; and that he cause the same to be surveyed 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

No. 661. THE wipow AnD HEIRS oF GopFroy Corsus, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim 
of the widow and heirs of the late Godfroy Corbus, deceased, to a tract of land, situate on the south side of river 
Rouge, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 19, under 
the date of the 2d January, 1805. “} shes } sg 

This tract contains, by estimation, three hundred acres, it being four acres in front, poog irs, = depth to the 
line of the St. Cosme’s lands, bounded in front by river Rouge, on one side by the lands of the late William Cissne, 
deceased, and on the other side by lands of the late James Donaldson, deceased. 
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Whereupon, John Cissne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn 


‘deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the late James Donaldson was in possession of the premises, an 


continued so until he sold to Daniel Pursley, on the 8th of November, 1798, who possessed the same until the 18th 
December of the same year, when he sold to the late Godfroy Corbus, who possessed the same until he died, since 
which time the widow and heirs have kept possession to this day; and that five acres are sowed in timothy, and under 
fence.—Postponed. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 


er ; Monpay, October 23, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoen, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 662. Ferix Metre.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Felix Metté to a tract of land, situate 
on the north side of river Rouge, and the notice by him filed the 29th December, 1808, was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 29, 1808. 


Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land situate on river Rouge, containing four arpents in front by 
forty in depth, bounded in front by river Rouge, in rear by unconceded lands, below by lands of the late Godtroy Cor- 
bus, and above by lands of the late Captain Joseph Harrison. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and 
improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 

FELIX METTE, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AupRAIN. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. . 

Whereupon, James Cissne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being mo | sworn, 
deposed and said, that, in the year 1795, Joseph Hurt took possession of this tract by cutting bushes and girdlin 
trees; that, in the winter of 1796, one James Henry worked on this tract, and left in the spring of 1797; cleare 
more than half an acre, and cut timber for a house. 

John Cissne, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that one Duthu went on the land in the summer 
of 1797, and quitted it in the fall following; that, shortly after, the claimant went on it, and has occupied and culti- 
vated the same ever since to this day.—Postponed. 


No. 663. Trornite Dumay.—The Board took ‘into consideration the claim of Teophile Dumay to a tract of 
land, situate on the river Rouge, and the notice by him filed on the 31st December, 1808, was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detrovt. 
Sir: Derroit, December 31, 1808. 


Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Rouge, containing about six 
arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Rouge, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of the 
late William Cissne, and below by the lands of the late Joseph Harrison. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, 
and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 

For Trornire Dumay, 

Witness, Peter Auprarn. PIERRE DUMAY, his x mark. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, John Cissne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that on the Ist July, 1796, tne late William Cissne was in possession and cultivated the premises, 
and continued so until 1801, when he sold to the father of the claimant, who has cultivated the same to this day. 

Pierre Dumay, father to the claimant, now present, declares to have given that tract of land to his son, the 
present claimant, and relinquishes all claim to the sanie. ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 663; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 664. James Cissne.—The Board took into consideration the claim of James Cissne to a tract of land, on the 
south side of the river Rouge, and the notice by him filed on the 30th day of December last was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

Sir: ; Detroit, December 30, 1808. 
Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate on river Rouge, containing, by estimation, two hun- 
dred and forty acres, more or less, bounded on the east by the fork of the river, west by a white oak, in front by river 
Rouge, in the rear by another branch of said river. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements 


made by me. 
; JAMES CISSNE. 

This tract contains. and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, John Cissne was brought forward as a witness in behalf. of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and cultivated the premises; that since 
that time, a house has been built on the premises, and apple trees planted, which are now standing; that the claimant 
being absent from the countries four years, the ground remained idle, and no fence kept up; that the claimant, since 
his return, has erected fences round the apple trees, and put a new roof to the house.—Postponed. 


No. 665. THE widow anp HEIRS oF Wix.1am Cissne, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim 
of the widow and heirs of William Cissne, deceased; and the notice filed by James Cissne in their behalf, on the 
30th December, 1808, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: DrcEMBER 30, 1808. 


Take notice that we, the widow and heirs of William Cissne, deceased, claim title to a tract of land, situate 
on the north side of river Rouge, containing eight acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by said river, 
in rear by unconceded lands, east by lands of ‘Teophile Dumay, and west by unconceded lands. We claim by virtue 
of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by us or those from whom we derive title. : 


or the widow and heirs of Wir11am Cissng, deceased, 
JAMES CISSNE. 
This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 


Whereupon, Pierre Dumay was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the late William Cissne was in “meena and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, < ama so until he died; since which time, the widow and heirs have caused the premises to be culti- 
vated to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that oo | have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 665; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. : at 
And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
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Fale? , Wepnespay, October 25, 1809. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of William’ Walker, (No. 345,) which was postponed on the 11th November, 
1308. | | 
And thereapon it doth appear to the commissioners that tire claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 345; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Oftice at Detroit. 


And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. ; 
Fripay, October 27, 1809, 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. ; 
Monpay, October 30, 18C9. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant ‘to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. : 
Wepnyespay, November 1, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Friday next, at nine in.the forenoon. 
Frivay, November 3, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, November 6, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Board reconsidered the claim of the heirs of William Macomb, deceased, (No. 256,) which was postponed 


on the 2d day of August, 1808. ’ 

Whereupon, Gabriel Chene was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, George Meldrum was in possession and cultivated the premises as 
tenant to the late William Macomb, and that, from that time to this-day, the premises have been cultivated every 
year by tenants placed thereon by the claimants, or by one of the executors of the last will and testament of their 
father, the said William Macomb; that there are on the premises. two dwelling-houses and two stables, and between 
sixty and seventy arpents under cultivation and enclosures. 

And thereupon it doth appear tothe commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the before described tract 
of land, er island, but not to exceed six hundred and forty acres, and that they have a certificate thereof, which cer- 
tificate shall be No. 256; and that they cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity 
of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to: Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Wepnespay, November 8, 1809. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, i to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Colonel Francis Chabert, (No. 339,) which-was postponed on the 31st Oc- 


tober, 1808. 

Whereupon, Alexis Descontes, dit Labadi, was brought forward as a witness to the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, for fifteen or sixteen years last past, the claimant has been in possession of the premises, 
and has made use of it by cutting hay, or permitting other people to cut hay, upon paying him a certain considera- 
tion. The deponent has seen stacks of hay fenced in by the claimant, which fence was generally carried off 
every spring by the overflowing of the waters. ‘The deponent knows of the claimant having purchased the premises 
from the late Isidore Chene, deceased, his father-in-law; he saith further, that the reasons why the premises cannot 
be cultivated are, that this tract is overflowed in the spring by the high waters, which carry away every pannel of 
fence that can be made, and also, because, in the fall or spring, every pannel of ferice would be destroyed by the 
fire which generally runs through the meadows; that the hay, when cut down, cannot be cured on the spot, but must 
be carried off to some high ground to be cured and stacked. 

Charles Labadi, another witness, being sworn, says, that he confirms the above testimony of Alexis Labadi, and 
adds, that he himself has paid the claimant a consideration for the privilege of cutting hay on the premises. 

Jean Batiste Cicot, another witness, being sworn, saith, that he knows that the claimant has purchased the pre- 
mises from the late Isidore Chene, to whom he gave, in consideration of said premises, two tracts of land, one near 
the spring well, now in the district of Detroit, and the other on or near the Petitte Riviére, on the British side. ’ The 
deponent further saith, that the claimant could not make any other use of the premises than by cutting hay; that he has 
seen the claimant make stacks of hay and fence them; that Jacques Lasselle, who owns the land contiguous {o the pre- 
ss _ one year erecta fence between himself and the claimant, and that it was destroyed by fire the same year.— 

ostponed. 


And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
rf Monpay, November 13, 1809. 


_The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. ; 
: Wepnespay, November 15, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to Fri- 
day next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, November 17, 1809, - 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to Mon- 
day next, at nine in the forenoon. : 
Monpay, November 20, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there beiug no business, adjourned to 


Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, November 22, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to Fri- 
day next, at nine in the forenoon. E ; 
Fray, November 24, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. ; 
Monpay, November 27, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. : 
Wenpnespay, Vovember 29, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no busiess, adjourned to Fri- 
day next, at nine in the forenoon. 
; Frivay, December 1, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at = in the forenoon. 
7 Pp 
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or f ; Monpay, December 4, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Henry Berthelet, (No. 655,) which was postponed on Tuesday, the 2d 
day of August last. j \ 

Whereupon, André Lepage was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly.sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, one Simon Drouillard occupied the premises for Mr. Askin, and con- 
tinued thereon three years; that he, the deponent. went on the premises, and remained thereon six years and six 
inonths, and cultivated about four arpents; that this tract of land was then the property of Joseph Livernois, who 
sold the same to Louis Barthe, from whom the claimant has purchased. , 

Joseph Weaver, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that, one year before André Page left the 
premises, he, the deponent, was charged with the care of them by Mr. Askin, with instructions to suffer no waste 
to be committed thereon; that he himself, together with some other persons authorized by him, or by Mr. Askin, 
or Mr. Brush, have cut hay every year on the premises; that, five years ago, tn — >rovements were destroyed; that he 
has seen Indians and boatmen make fire with the fences; and that no improvements have been made since the first 
were destroyed. —Postponed. 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Wennespay, December 6, 1809. 


‘The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Frivay, December 8, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. ; 
Monpay, December 11, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. ae 
: he Board reconsidered the claim of Felix Metté, (No. 662,) which was postponed on Monday, the 23d Octo- 
ber last. ; 
The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed of conveyance in the words and figures following, to wit: 
M. Pierre Duthu ayant une terre sur les frontiers de la riviére Rouge, du coté du nord, bornée par un cdté par 
Godfroy, et par William Maxwell de l’autre, laquelle donnée et accordée & Phelix Metté par le dit Pierre Duthu, 
consentant de lui donner & son profit, et pour y rester le temps qu’il lui plaira, maitre de vendre du bois et foin, 
ce qu’il peut y avoir sur la ditte terre, en donnant possession, et lui abandonne le contrat, et tout autre papier qui 
seront passé a l’egard de la ditte terre. Le dit Pierre Duthu a son logement, et droit de sauner moyennant, 
u’aide a letablissement, et deserter la terre, maitre de faire tout sorte de traite sauvage et toutte autre commerce, 
s'il lui plait, licite et honnéte; mais il ne peut ny le vendre, ny |’engager & personne sans en donner avis et la pré- 
ference A son associé: si la ditte terre est. vendu a un autre, Felix Metté sera dedommagé de ses fraix. 
Fait au Detroit, 20éme Mars, 1800. Signé aprés lecture faitte. 
PIERRE DUTHU. 


Témoin, Teoruite Lemoy, sa x marque. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 662; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned io the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Jonathan Schieffelin, (No 212,) which was postponed on the 5th day of 
July, 1808. 

‘kad thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said described tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 212; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. ; 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Colonel Francis Chabert, (No. 339,) which was postponed on the 31st day 
of October, 1808, and on the 8th November, 1809. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed, which was read in the words and figures following, to 
wit: 

Par devant Guillaume Monforton, notaire public au Detroit, du district de Hesse, y résidant, soussigné, furent 
présents le Sieur Isidore Chene, et Frangois, Chevalier de Jonquiére, Sieur de Chabert, lesquels, de leur bon gré 
et bonne volonté, ont reconnu avoir changé, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, changent, cédent, et transportent, Pun 2 
autre, les terres cy-aprés designées, savoir: que le dit Isidore Chene donne, délaisse, céde, et transporte au dit Sieur 
Chevalier de Chabert, acceptant pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, une portion de terre sise et située & la riviere 
Rouge, du dit Detroit, & prendre, au sud-ouest, & la ligne de ‘Toussaint et Gabriel Chene, dit Cahoura, jusqu’a la 
riviere du dit Detroit, et au nord-est & la ditte riviere Rouge; la ditte portion de terre faisant partie d’une conces- 
sion faitte au dit Isidore Chene par les sauvages Poutouatamies, tel que la ditte part et portion de terre se poursuit 
et comporte, et tout le terrein qui pourra se trouver depuis la ligne du dit Toussaint et Gabriel Chene, en’ descen- 
dant, en droite ligne, jusqu’& la riviére du Detroit, sans par le dit Isidore Chene aucune exception ni reserve. 

Et en contre-échange, le dit Francois de Jonquiére, Sieur de Chabert, a donné, cédé, et transporté au dit titre, 
au dit Isidore Chene, acceptant pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, tout le terrein et espace de terre sise et située 
au nord de la riviére du Detroit, qui se trouve étre, et qui peut rester, entre la ligne de Joseph Bourdeanx, et de 
celle de Baptiste Reaume, bornée par devant a la ditte riviére du Detroit, et par derriére aux terres de Messrs. 
Baby et Macomb; tel que le dit espace de terre se poursuit et comporte de toutes parts, sans par le dit Sieur de 
Chabert en rien excepter, reserver, niretenir. _ 

Au moyen de quoy, et de ce que dessus, les dittes parties se sont mutuellement transporté, l'un & V’autre,-tous 
et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, qu’ils pourraient avoir et prétendre en et sur les dittes portions de 
terre échangées, sans autres garanties que de leurs faits seulement, dont ils se dessaissisent, pour et au profit ’un de 
l’autre, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, voulant et entendant, en vertu des présentes, qu’il en demeure saisi, revétu, et mis 
en bonne possession et seizine, ainsy et par qu’il appartiendra. 

Et pour l’exécution des présentes, les dittes parties ont fait élection de leur domicile, chacun en sa demeure, 
paroisse de Ste. Anne, du Detroit, auquel lieu, et non obstant, &c. &c. Fait et passé au ditDetroit, l’an mil sept 
cent quatre-vingt-neuf, et le ving-huit du mois de Décembre, et les dittes parties ont signé, aprés lecture faitte, 
en présence de Francois Pepin et Alexis Delille, qui ont signé comme témoins. 


ISIDORE CHENE, 
CHEVALIER DE CHABERT. 
Francois Pepin, 
Axexis DELILLE. 
GUILLAUME MONFORTON, Not. Pub. 
Enregistré au Greffe du Detroit, p. 498, 499, par moi, 


GuILLaumE Moyrorron, JN. P. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the above described tract 
of Jand; and that, therefore, his claim be rejected. 
The Board reconsidered the claim of John Askin, (No. 233,) which was postponed on the 12th July, 1808, 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that this tract of land is not within their district. 
And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
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ae Wepnespay, December 13, 1809. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. f 

The Board reconsidered the claim of the widow and heirs of Jean, Baptiste Suzor, deceased, (No. 349,) which 
was entered by Francois Robert, and was postponed on the 15th November, 1808. 

Whereupon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the widow and heirs of Jean Baptiste Suzor, deceased, are 
entitled to the said tract of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 349; and 
that they cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to 
be returned to the Register of the Land ffice at Detroit. 4 , 

‘The Board reconsidered the claim of Francois Valliquet, (No. 380,) which was postponed on the 21st Novem- 
ber, 1808. ‘ 

‘And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 380; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Jacques and Francois Lasselle, as administrators of Joseph Hyrague, de- 
ceased, (No. 382,) which was postponed the 2ist November, 1808. : ; 

The claimants, in support of this claim, exhibited a letter of administration, which was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: , 


Territory oF THE United Srates northwest of the river Ohio, Wayne County, ss. 


Whereas, Joseph Hyrague, late of Sargent township, trader, deceased, made his last will and testament the 
3d day of March last, and therein nominated and appointed his executor Jacques Ganier, of the same place, yeo- 
man; and whereas, on the 16th day of May last, the said Jacques Ganier came before me, and declared that he 
would not act as executor, as he thought himself incapable; now know ye, that, by virtue of the pawer in me vested, 
as judge of probate, and in conformity to the law in such case made and provided, I have ‘granted, and by these 
presents do grant, unto Jacques and Francois Lasselle, of Detroit township, merchants and co-partners, power and 
authority of administrators to the estate of the said Joseph Hyrague, and therein do and fulfil the duties in every 
particular, as administrators, according to law: a true inventory to be made and returned into the said court of pro- 
bate, at Detroit, in the county of Wayne aforesaid, on the first Monday in September next. 

Witness my hand and seal, at Detroit, this 16th day of May, A. D. 1801. 


PETER AUDRAIN, ‘Judge of Probate. 


’ And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the said Jacques and Francois Lasselle are, as adminis- 
trators, cutie to the said tract of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 382; 
and that they cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, 
to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. ; 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Solomon Sibley, Esq. (No. 412,) which was postponed on the 2d day of 
December, 1808. ; 5 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the said tract of lands and 
that, therefore, his claim be rejected. ; ; 

Ea prong reconsidered the ‘claim of James May, Esq. (No. 426,) which was postponed on the 2d day of De- 
cember, 1808. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the said tract of land; and 
that, therefore, his claim be rejected. ; 

The Board reconsidered the claim of André Lamarre, (No. 439,) which was postponed on the 6th December, 
1808. 

And thereupon it doth appear to ithe commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said tract of land, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 439; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of James McGill, (No. 486,) which was postponed on the 12th December, 
1808. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said tract of Jand, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 486; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at_Detroit. ; 

The Board reconsidered the claim of James McGill, (No. 487,) which was postponed on the 12th December, 
1808. » 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the said tract of land; 
and that, therefore, his claim be rejected. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Francois Mouton, (No. 514,) which was postponed on the 15th December, . 
1808. : 


The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed of conveyance, which was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 


‘Terrtroire DE Micuican, District d’ Erie: 


Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent Amable Bellair, du district d’Erie, lequel a reconnu que dans 
l’année mil huit cent cinq, il avait vendu, cédé, et transporté & Frangois Mouton, du district d’Erie, tous ses droits 
et pretentions & une certaine terre, ou plantation, sise et située & la riviére aux Raisins, sur le cété nord de la ditte 
riviere, contenant six arpents de front sir cent de profondeur, bornée par devant par la ditte riviére aux Raisins, 
par derriére'par des terres non concédées, en bas par William Knaggs,;et en haut par des terres vacantes, ensemble 
tous les batimens susconstruits, et tous les improvements faits sur la ditte terre, sans en rien reserver, excepter, ni 
retenir. 

Le dit Amable Bellair reconnoit avoir recu pleine et entiére satisfaction du dit Frangois Mouton pour la susditte 
vente, cession, et transport, et entend que le dit Francois Mouton en rester en bonne possession et seizine, et en ob- 
tient un cértificat des Commissaires du B: reau des Terres au Detroit. 

Fait et passé, le 28éme jour d’Avril, 1809; et le dit Amable Bellair a signé et scellé, aprés lecture faitte. 

AMABLE BELLAIR, sa x marque. [L. s.] 
Scellé et délivré en présence de 
Laurent Durocuer, 
P. Lacorerie. 


Acknowledged before me, a Justice of the Peace of the territory of Michigan, for the district of Erie,.as their act 
and deed for the purposes therein contained. In testimony whereof, | have hereunto set my hand at fort. Miami, 


September 14, 1809. ; 
JOS. BEAUGRAND. J. P. D. E. 


And thereupon it doth _— to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 514; and that he cause the same to be survey- 
ed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained; to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. ° er xs 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
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a ee ’ : Fripay, December 15, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 666. PrerRe Bonome.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Bonome to.a tract of land, 
situate on the river 4 Dulu; and the notice by him filed 31st December, 1808, was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sm: Detrorr, December 31, 1808. 


Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate on the river 4 Dulu, containing eight arpents in front 
by forty in depth, bounded in front by river 4 Dutu, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands claimed 
by my brother, Frangois Bonome, and on the other side by unlocated lands. TI claim by virtue of possession, occu- 


pancy, and improvements made by me. 
PIERRE BONOME. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Joseph Moras was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to and on the Ist July, 1796, the late Antoine Moras, father to the deponent, was in 
possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued a year or two after, when he sold to the claimant; the de- 

onent not having been on the premises every year, cannot say whether the claimant has cultivated the same, but has 


eard that he has.—Postponed. ; ; i : 
The Board reconsidered the claim of the widow and heirs of the late Godfrey Corbus, (No. 661,) which was 


postponed on the 21st October Jast. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the said tract of Jand, 
and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 661; and that they cause the same tobe sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit... et : 
The Board reconsidered the claim of the heirs of Francois Paul Campeau, deceased, (No. 607,) which was post- 


poned on the 27th January last. ; in Me ; 
And. thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are not entitled to the said tract of land: 


and that, therefore, their claim be rejected. ; 
The Board reconsidered the claim of Joseph Drouillard (No. 608,) which was postponed on the 27th January 


last. 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the said tract of land; and 


that, therefore, his claim be rejected. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Pierre Yax, (No. 627,) which was postponed 2d of March, 1809. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said tract of land, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 627; and that he cause the same to be surveyed. 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. ; ; i. : 
The Board reconsidered the claim of Christian Clemens, Esq. (No. 629,) which was postponed on the 17th 


March last.—Postponed. : 
“The Board reconsidered the claim of Francis Fontenoy, (No. 642,) which was postponed on the Ist May last. 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the said tract of land, and 


that, therefore, his claim be rejected. : ; 
The Board reconsidered the claim of Richard Pollard, Esq. (No. 658,) which was postponed on the 8th Septem- 


ber last. 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the satd tract of land, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 658; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and 
a a of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 
The Board reconsidered the claim of James Cissne, (No. 664,) which was postponed on the 23d October last. 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the said tract of land; and 
that, therefore, his claim be rejected. , 
And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Monpay, December 18, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

_ Board reconsidered the claim of Jean Batiste Jereaume, (No. 571,) which was postponed on the 28th De- 
cember, 1808. 

And thereupon it doth appear-to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to one undivided half of a tract ot 
ground, containing one hundred and ninety-two acres and thirty-nine one hundredths of an acre, situate on the north 
side of river Raisins, bounded in front by said river, in rear by Mason’s Run, above by lands of the claimant, and 
below by lands of George Meldrum; and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 571; and 


. that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be 


returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of George McDougall, (No. 653,) which was postponed on the 13th July. 

And thereupon it doth appear that the claimantis entitled to one undivided half of a tract of land, containing one 
hundred and ninety-two acres and thirty-nine one hundredths of an acre, situate on the north side of river Raisins, 
bounded in front by said river, in rear by Mason’s Run, above by lands of Jean Baptiste Jereaume, and below by lands 
of George Meldrum; and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 653; and that he cause the 
same to’ be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the 
Register of the Land Office at Detroit. , ; 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Wepnespay, December 20, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to Fri- 


day next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, December 22, 1809. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, December 25, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. i 
Wepnespay, December 27, 1809. 


_The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. ; 
Fripay, December 29, 1809. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 667, Gasriet Goprroy, Sen.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel Godfroy, senior, 
to a tract of land, situate on river Rouge, which was entered by John Shaw with former Commissioners of the Land 


Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 61, under the date of February 18, 1805. ; ; 
This tract contains, by estimation, eighty acres, it being two acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in front 


by river Rouge, on one side by Charles Chovin, and on the other by Isaac Ganier. 
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Whereupon, James May, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Robert Gouie was in. possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
continued so = he sold to John Shaw, from whom the claimant has purchased, who has ever since caused the same 
to be cultivated. ; | 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed of conveyance, which was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 

This indenture, made at Detroit the 2d day of July, in the year of our Lord 1806, between John Shaw, of 
river Rouge, in the district of Detroit, of the one part, and Gabriel Godfroy, of the same district, merchant, of the 
other part, witnesseth, that the said John Shaw, for and in. consideration of the sum of eighty pounds, New York 
currency, equal to two hundred dollars, Jawful money of the United States of America, to him in haud well and 
truly paid on or before the sealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, has 

ranted, bargained, sold, conveyed, and confirmed, and by these presents does grant, bargain, sell, convey, and con- 
rm, unto the said Gabriel Godfroy, his heirs and assigns, two acres of land, situate, lying, and being on the river Rouge, 
by forty acres in depth, bounded in front by the said river Rouge, on one side by Charles Chovin, and on the other side 
by Isaac Ganier; together withall the buildingsthereon erected, and the crop now in the ground, and all the appurte- 
nances thereunto belunging,or in anywise appertaining,and also all the estate, right, title, and demand of him, the said 
John Shaw, of, in, and to any and every part and parcel thereof: to have and to hold the above premises, with the 
appurtenances, unto him, the said Gabriel Godfroy, his heirs and assigns, forever. And the said John Shaw, for him- 
self and his heirs, the said premises above described and granted, and every part thereof, against him and his heirs, 
and against all and every other person or persons whatsoever, (the Government of the United States of America ex- 
cepted) to the said Gabriel Godfroy, his heirs and assigns, shall and will warrant and forever defend by these pre- 
sents.’ In witness whereof, the parties to these presents have hereunto set their hands, and affixed their seals, at 
Detroit aforesaid, the day and year first above written. 
; JOHN SHAW. [1. s.j 


G. GODFROY. [1.:.] 
Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
Josepu Voyer, Jun. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract. of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 667; and that he cause the same to be. sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

‘ Ea _— reconsidered the claim of Batiste Socier, (No. 630,) which was postponed on the twenty-second day 
of March. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 630; and that he cause the same to be | 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. : 


No. 668. Joun Askin, for Wint1am ANcram.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Major William 
Ancram to a tract of land, situate on the river Huron of lake St. Clair, which was entered with the former Com- 
missioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 4, page 77, under the date of January 31, 1806, ' 

Whereupon, Robert Dowler was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, in the year 1786, the deponent rented of Mr. Askin part of this tract, and cultivated about 
sixteen acres thereof during near two years; that, when he left it, John Cornwall was living on it as agent for Mr. 
Askin, and had resided there some time before. ‘The deponent further saith, that more than forty acres were under 
cultivation by several tenants of said Askin; that there were a number of cabins erected on the premises by the 
Moravian ministers and their Indians.—Postponed. 

. And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


REUBEN ATTWATER, 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT.. 
Detroit, Jue 28, 1811. 5: 


No. 20. 


Transcript of the proceedings of the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, from the 1st day of January to 
the 30th day of March, 1810, inclusively. 
a Monpay, January 1, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


¥ No. 669, Tue Leca Heirs or Jan Batiste Despiarnes, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the 
claim of the heirs of Jean Batiste Desplaines, deceased, to a tract of land, situate on river Rouge, which was en- 
tered “ie the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 157, under the date of Jan- 
uary 21, 1805. 

This tract contains three arpents in front, extending in depth to the line of St. Cosme, bounded in front by river 
Rouge, on one side by lands of Cattin, and on the other side by lands of Francis Chovin. 

‘hereupon, John Dicks was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, or. the Ist July, 1796, the late Jean Batiste Desplaines was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he died; since which time, the heirs of said Jean Batiste Desplaines have oc- 
cupied and cultivated the same. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 669; and that they cause the same 
to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


rie Wepnespay, January 3, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Samuel Ewings, (No. 578,) which was postponed the 28th December las, 

bidhopbies geo: James Lasselle was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the ist July, 1796, the premises were occupied by clerks of Messrs. Leith and Duff; 
that, in the winter following, Ranald McDonald lived thereon, as a clerk of said Leith and Duffs that, afterwards 
John Anderson lived on the premises; that about one hundred arpents are now under cultivation; and that from the 
are ig part of the enclosures had been erected six or seven years ago, and part three or four years ago.— 

ostponed. 

‘The Board reconsidered the claim of Thomas Forsyth, (No. 519,) which was postponed the 20th February last. 

Whereupon, William Forsyth was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, from the Ist July, 1796, until 1801, he had_the premises in charge, and caused part 
of them to be cultivated; in that year the deponent moved from Grosse Pointe, and left the premises in charge of 


_ his tenants, Hugh McVay and others; that part of this tract is now cultivated, and seeded in wheats and that a crop 


of wheat and Indian corn was taken last summer off that tract.—Postponed. 
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_ No. 670. Robert Govie.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Robert Gouie to a tract of land, 
—— on river Rouge; and the notice by him filed the 17th of November, 1808, was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 
“4 To the Register of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit. 

Sir: Detroir, September 14, 1808. 


Mr. Robert Gouie, late of Detroit, hereby makes entry and claims title to a tract of land, situate and lying 
on the west side of the river Rouge, being three acres, or arpents, in front, and extending back, ina northerly course, 
till it strikes land of one Fleming; supposed to contain six hundred and forty acres, more or less, and designated No. 
2, and bounded on the lower side by lot No. 1, late the property of Joseph Lorain; running, a northerly course, to 
the lands of Fleming, and bounded by said lands, three acres, to lot No. 3; thence, a southerly course, to the place 
of beginning; which said described tract of land lately belonged to Thomas Cox: sets up title and claim to the said 
last described tract of land, under deed of sale made by Lewis Bond, Esq., late sheriff of Wayne county, bearing 
date December 27, 1798; claims by occupancy, possession, and improvements in himself, and those under whom he 
claims and derives title. 

er, Oe For Rosert Govie, ‘ — 

, SOL. SIBLEY, Attorney. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. ‘ sj 

Whereupon, John Dicks was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, Thomas Cox was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
continued so until this tract was seized and sold by the sheriff of Wayne county, from whom the claimant purchased 
at public vendue; that there was a house on the premises in 1796, which was burnt about six years ago; that, for 
these seven or eight years, Durocher and Lorain have raised grain on the premises.—Postponed. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

byes Fripay, January 5, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. ; 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Jacques Lasselle, (No. 507,) which was postponed 14th December, 1808. 
The claimant proved that his deed, in support of this claim, was entered and registered. by the former Commissioners 
of the Land Office at Detroit. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 507; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 671. Jonaruan Netson.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jonathan Nelson, which. was 
ei with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 272, under the date of the 2d 

ebruary, 1805. os: . 5 

This tract contains, by estimation, —— arpents, it being four arpents in front, extending in depth to the line of 
St. Cosme’s lands.—Postponed. ae 
‘ ——— reconsidered the claim of Christian Clemens, Esq. (No. 626,) which was postponed on the 7th day of 
March last. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited an instrument of writing, which was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 

I do hereby certify that I am authorized, on the part of John Askin, Jun. to release to Christian Clemens all his 
right and interest to a tract of land, lying on the north side of the river Huron, in the district of Huron, which is 
situate and lying between the farm on which the said Christian Clemens now lives, on the upper side, and the tract 
of land that has been confirmed to the said John Askin, Jun., on the lower side, as by his certificate, No. 172, 
will appear; and I do hereby release the interest of the said John Askin, Jun. in the said tract of land to the said 
Christian Clemens; provided, that this release is not to affect the tract already confirmed to the said John Askin, Jun. 


For Joun Askin, Jun. 
E. BRUSH, -2torney. 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 


land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 626; and that he cause.the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returnéd to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. a 
And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoun. 
Monpay, January 8, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. _ 
Wepnesbay, January 10, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, January 12, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, January 15, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. ; 
Wepnespay, January 17, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenogn. 
: Fripay, January 19, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
: Monvay, January 22, 1810. 
~The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, January 24, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, January 26, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, January 29, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wenpnespay, January 31, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
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eee Fripay, February 2, i806. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 672. Jean Bapriste Lassette.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Lasselle, 
which was entered for the claimant by George McDougall, on the 28th day of October, 1805, with the former Com- 
missioners of the Land Office at Detroit. age 

"This tract is. situated on the north side of river Raisins, and contains,.by estimation, three hundred and sixty 
acres, it being nine acres in front by forty in depth, is bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear and on the west. by 
_ unlocated lands, and on the east by lands claimed by George McDougall. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that the claimant was, on the Ist July, 1796, in possession of the premises, and has caused part of 
the same to be cultivated every year to this day; that there is on the premises a cabin, and about two arpents cul- 
tivated and enclosed. Z 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that. the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 672; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 673. Wuitrmore Kwnaccs.- The Board took into consideration the claim of Whitmore Knaggs, which was 
a with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 262, under the date of 1st 
March, 1805. 

This tract is situate on the south side of river Raisins, contains six acres in front by one hundred in ‘depth, is 
bounded in front by said river, in rear by unlocated lands, below by lands claimed by Pierre Solo, and above by un- 
conceded lands. ; 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession of the premises, and caused part of the 
same to be cultivated, and the fence kept up ever since; that there are about fifteen acres under cultivation. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the’ claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 673; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot.of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 674. Joun Gites.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Giles, which was entered with the 
former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 35, under the date of 13th February, 1805. 

This tract is situate on the south border of river Raisins, and contains, by estimation, four hundred and eighty 
acres, it being four acres in front by one hundred and twenty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, in rear by 
unconceded lands, west by lands of [srael Ruland, and east by other lands of Israel Ruland. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Joseph Chene was in possession of the premises, and continued so until 
he sold to Israel Ruland, who sold to Ebenezer Allen, ‘ :s the deponent understood.) from whom the claimant has 
— ; that part of the premises has always been cultivated by the Indians with the permission of Israel Ru- 

and; that five or six arpents are in cultivation in different parts of the tract, and are enclosed. 

Israel Ruland, being present, was also sworn, deposed and said, that one Guernon, about eight or nine years ago, 
cultivated part of the premises with the permission of the deponent, and continued some time; that he, the deponent, 
while he was owner, gave the Indians leave to cultivate part of this tract, and afterwards, being agent to Ebenezer 
Allen, he continued the same permission to the Indians, who raised their corn thereon almost every year, and have 
engaged to deliver up the premises to the owner when requested. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 674; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 675. Icnace Boucnarp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Ignace Bouchard to a tract of land, 
situate on the north border of river Raisins; and the notice by him filed on the 30th December, 1808, was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 

To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detrorr, Decer*hber 30, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the north border of 
river Raisins, containing four hundred and eighty arpents, it being four arpents in front by one hundred and twenty 
in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the upper side by lands claimed by 
Sally Dormond, and on the lower side by lands claimed by the heirs of Alexis Campeau. [ claim title by virtue of 
possession, occupancy, and improvemenis made by me or those from whom I derive title. 


For Ignace Bovucnarp, 


; LAMBERT LAFOY. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. ‘ 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, he, the deponent, was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and — 
continued so until he sold to the claimant, who-has possessed and cultivated the same to this day without any inter- 
ruption. ; 

And Pp bg it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 675; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Giles Barnes, (No. 429,) which was postponed on the 2d December, 1808. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, by being present when the surveyor run the line between Mrs. Rebecca Knaggs and 
the claimant, he was convinced that about one-half of an arpent in width by three and a half in depth, which had 
been enclosed and cultivated by Mrs. Knaggs, was part of the tract now claimed by said Giles Barnes.—Post- 


ned. ; 
And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
= hs : Monpay, February 5, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
No. 676. James Bany, Esq. (1st claim. )—The Board took into consideration the claim of James Baby to a tract 
of land, situate on river St. Clair; and the notice by him filed on the 26th December, 1808, was read in the words 


and figures following, to wit: ’ 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

Sir: Detrorr, December 26, 1808. 
, Take notice that I claim eight acres of land on each side of my saw-mill, situate on river & Gervais, by forty 
in depth, bounded in front by river St. Clair, and on the three other sides by unlocated lands. 

And also sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by the river St. Clair, on the upper side by 
the river 4 Dulu, and on the other side, and in rear, by unlocated lands. 

J. BABY. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 
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Whereupon, George Meldrum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, more than twenty years ago, a saw-mill was erected on the premises; that, since 
the Ist July, 1796, the claimant has generally kept tenants thereon; that Migig, an Indian chief, has lived ont he 
premises, as tenant, about six years, until he died last year, and that the saw-mill is still standing thereon.— 
Postponed. 

No. 677. James Basy, Esq. (2d claim.)—The Board took into consideration the second claim of James Baby, 
contained in the notice of the foregoing number, to a tract of land, situate on the river St. Clair. : 

This tract contains six hundred and forty acres, it being sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, bounded in 
front-by river St. Clair, on the upper side by river & Dulu, on the lower side and in rear by unlocated lands. 

Whereupon, Francois Rivard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession of the premises; 
that he, the deponent, lived on the premises in the years 1795 and 1796, as tenant to the claimant.—Postponed. 

No. 678. THE wipow Anp HEIRS OF AnTOINE Boyer, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim 
of the widow and heirs of Antoine Boyer, deceased, to a tract of land, situate on river Detroit; and the notice by 
them filed on the 30th November, 1808, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register. of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, November 30, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate on river Detroit, on which I now live, containing four arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in 
front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by Louis Chapoton, and on the other side by Fran- 
cois Paul Malcher. I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me 


or those from whom I derive title. j 
CECILE BOYER, her x mark. 
For herself and her children. 


Witness, Peter AupRAIN. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, George Meldrum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the late Antoine Boyer, deceased, was in possession and vccu- 
pancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; since which time, the widow and her children have possessed 
and cultivated the same to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 678; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit, 

No. 679. Anrorne Cuapoton.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Antoine Chapoton to a tract of 
land, situate on river Detroit; and the notice by him filed on the 28th December, 1808, was read inthe words and 
figures following, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

Derroit, December 28, 1808. 
Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim, as grantee of 
Jean Batiste Chapoton, my father, to a tract of land, situate on river Detroit, containing three arpents in front by 
eighty in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by Francois Rivard, and 
southwest by lands of the late Colonel Hamtramck. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements 


made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
ANTOINE CHAPOTON, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AupRAIN. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. ; ; ‘ 

Whereupon, Francois Rivard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Jean Batiste Chapoton was in possessien and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has caused the same to be cultivated every year to this 


Sir: 


ay. : : i ia ia : ‘ , 
The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


TERRITOIRE DE Micuican, District du Detroit: 

Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent Jean Batiste Chapoton, pere, du district du Detroit, dans le territoire 
de Michigan, lequel reconnoit, par ces présentes, qu’en considération de l’amitié qu’il porte a son fils, Antoine Cha- 
poton, il Jui a donné et abandonné, és a présent et a toujours, tous ses biens réels et personnels, présents et venir, 
et particuli¢rement la terre sur laquelle il demeure a présent, sise et située dla cote du nord-est, dans la paroisse 
de Ste. Anne, dans le district du Detroit, et territoire de Michigan, contenant trois arpents de front sur quatre- 
vingt de profondeur, bornée par devant par la riviére du Detroit, et par derriére par les terres non concédées, au nord - 
est par Francois Rivard, et au sud-ouest par Ja terre du défunt Colonel Hamtramck, ensemble maison, grange, ver- 
ger, clotures, &c. sans en rien reserver ni retenir. 

Cette donaison et abandon ainsy fait aux clauses et conditions suivantes, savoir: que le dit donataire payera di 
Monsieur George Meldrum le montant d’une hypothéque qu’il a sur la ditte terre, avec l’intérét qui peut étre 
da, et que en outre le dit Antoine Chapoton aura soin de son pére pendant sa vie naturelle; c’est & dire, qu’il le 
logera, le nourrira, et l’habillera d’une maniére décente, suivant son état, et le traitera avec le respect da par un fils 
a son pére, tant en santé qu’en maladie; et qu’en cas de maladie, et il fera soigner, comme il convient; et qu’aprés 
sa mort, il le fera inhumer d’une maniére décente, et lui fera dire les priéres usitées en pareil cas. 

Et le dit Antoine Chapoton, donataire, agrée et s’oblige de remplir envers son peére toutes les clauses et condi- 


tions mentionnées en |’autre er sous peine de nullité des présentes. 
Fait et passé au Detroit, le 14éme jour du mois de Juillet, mil huit cent huit; et les parties ont signé et scellé, 


en présence de témoins, aprés lecture faitte des présentes, 
JEAN BATISTE CHAPOTON. [z. s.]} 
ANTOINE CHAPOTON, sa x marque. [1. s.] 


Signé, scellé, et délivré, en présence de 
Benoit Cuapoton, Joun Tucker, 


Louis Cuaporon, JosernH Tucker. 
Francois Rivarp, 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 679; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. ; ; 
And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 


Wepnespay, February 7, 1810. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
tu Friday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
































i807] © LAND CLAIMS IN THE MICHIGAN TERRITORY. 533 





Fripay, February 9, 1810. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant’ to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, February 12, 1810. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, February 14, 1810. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Saturday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
; Saturpay, February 17, 1810. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 680. ‘THE CHILDREN oF GasrieL Goprroy.—The Board took into consideration the claim of the children of 
Gabriel Godfroy toa tract of land, situate on river Huron, of lake Erie; and the notice filed by Gabriel Godfroy in 
their behalf, on the 31st day of December, 1808, was read in the words and iigures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: Detroit, December 31, 1808. 


Take notice that I claim, in behalf of my children, Susanne Godfroy, Pierre Godfroy, Francois Godfroy, Mari- 
anne Godfroy, and Jacques Godfroy, and such other children as may be born after this day, a tract of land, situate 
on river Huron, of lake Erie, containing ten acres in front by sixty in depth, bounded in front by said river Huron, 
in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Franeois Pepin, and below by unconceded lands. I claim by virtue 
of possession, occupancy, and improvements made thereon. ; 

For my abovenamed children, - G. GODFROY. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. | ; 

Whereupon, Francis Regis was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the 1st July, 1796, Gabriel Godfroy was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and has caused part of the said premises to be cultivated every year to this day; that a large orchard is planted 
thereon, and about ten arpents are under cultivation. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 680; and that they cause the same ‘to. 
be surveyed; and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of lai. 1 therein contained, to be returned to the Register. of 
the Land Office at Detroit. , 


No. 681. Francois Perin.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Frangois Pepin to a tract of land, 
situate on river Huron, of lake Erie, and the notice filed in his behalf by Gabriel Godfroy, on the 31st December, 
1808, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


Sir: Detrorr, December 31, 1808. 


Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land situate on river Huron of lake Erie, containing ten acres in 
front by sixty in depth, bounded in front by said river Huron, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Gabriel 
Godfroy, Sen., and below by lands claimed by the children of Gabriel Godfroy. I claim by virtue of possession, 
occupancy, and improvements made thereon. 

For Francois Pepin, 


, ; G. GODFROY. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Francis Regis was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Gabriel Godfroy was in possession and had the premises in 
charge for the claimant; that part of the premises have been cultivated every year to this day; that an orchard is 
planted thereon, and about ten arpents are under cultivation. f p 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 681; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. ) j 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 


Monpay, February 19, 1810. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 


$ 


Wepnespay, February 21, 1810. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Friday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Fripay, February 23, 1810. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
; Monpay, February 26, 1810. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 682. Goprroy and Beaucranp.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel Godfroy and Jean 
Batiste Beaugrand to a tract of land, situate on the Miami river, and the notice filed by Gabriel Godfroy, the 31st 
December, 1808, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrorr, December 31, 1808, 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the west side of river Miami, 
containing, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being ten acres in front by sixty-four acres in depth, 
bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the lower side by lands of Valliquet, and on the 
upper side by lands of the United States. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made 
by me or by those from whom I derive title. 

For Goprroy and BeauGRanpD, 


; ;, G. GODFROY. 
This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. ; ' 
Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, in the years 1793 and 1794, Beaugrand and Rouleau lived on the premises; that, in 1795 or 
1796, (the buildings having been destroyed by General Wayne’s army in 1794) Beaugrand went on the premises 


back again, and built thereon several cabins; there was on the premises a garden and a cornfield; that the premises 

have been occupied by himself or his men ever since; that about two or three acres are under cultivation. The 

—— — said, that this tract was bounded by a locust tree or a small run on one side, and by vacant land on 
e other side. 
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Antoine Boulard, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that Beangrand and Rouleau lived on the prem- 

ises in 1794; that there was thereon a house, a shop, and a store house, which were destroyed, as the deponent un- 
derstood, by General Wayne’s army; that in 1796 the claimants erected new buildings on the premises, and have 
always kept somebody thereon; that about five years ago there were about three or four arpents under cultivation. 
- . And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 682; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 683. Isrant Rutanp.—The Beard took into consideration the claim of Israel Ruland to a tract of land, situate 
on the south side of river Raisins, and the notice by him filed the 20th December, 1808, was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 


To Prerer Auprain, Esq. Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: — Detroit, December 20, 1808. 


Please to take notice that I now make entry of my land, situate, lying, and being on the southerly side of river 
Raisins, in the district of Erie, territory of Michigan, consisting of six arpents in front, bounded by said river, and 
extending back to the distance of one hundred arpents; bounded on the east by lands formerly claimed by Lewis 
Gornau, on ‘the west by uncultivated lands, and in rear by the United States lands; which I claim by virtue of 
purchase from William Knaggs, and improvements. , 

ISRAEL RULAND. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, William Knaggs possessed and cultivated the premises, and contin- 
ued so until he exchanged with the claimant; that, from the time the exchange was made until three or four years 
ago, the said William Knaggs continued to cultivate part of the premises for the claimant, and that, since that time 
te this day, the premises have been cultivated by the Indians with the consent of the claimant ; that there is one 
arpent and a half in front by six in depth under cultivation. 

And thereupon it dothappear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof,, which certificate shall be No. 683; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 684. Gaprie, Goprroy.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel Godfroy to a tract of 
land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, vol. 1. page 181, under the date of 26th January, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and ninety-six acres and six one-hundredths of an acre, bounded 
in front by river Raisins, and on both sides by Jean Batiste Jereaume. 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Couture and Masen were in possession and cultivated the premises, 
and continued so until they sold to the claimant, who has caused the same to be cultivated every year to this day; 
there is on the premises a grist mill erected, and about thirty acres under cultivation. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 684; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. ; 

, Turspay, February 27, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 685. Mre_prum anD Park.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Meldrum and Park to a tract 
of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, and registered in liber B, fo. 269. F 

This tract contains six arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by river Raisins, above by Israel Ru- 
land, and below by Whitmore Knaggs. : 

Whereu on, Antoine Boulard was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the’claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the ist July, 1796, the claimants were in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
have caused part of the land to be cultivated by sundry people every year: about nine arpents are under cultivation, 
and several Indian cabins are erected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 685; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of McDougall and Ruland, (No. 428,) which was postponed the 2d day of 
December, 1808. 

Whereupon, Antoine Boulard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Joseph Chene was in possession and occupancy of the premises; that, 
afterwards, Amable Bellair was in possession of the same; after Amable Bellair, George McDougall, one of the 
claimants, took possession; that about five arpents are under cultivation; some of the pannels of fence are still 
remaining, the greatest part having been carried away by freshets, or destroyed by fire; that several buildings erected 
on the premises were destroyed by fire; that he, the deponent, erected another for George McDougall, about a year 
agos that the houses built were part on George McDougall’s lands, and part on Israel Ruland’s; that the tract lately 
claimed by Giles Barnes, (No. 429.) is part of the claim now under consideration; that part of this tract has been 
cultivated every year since 1796.—Postponed. 


No. 686. Tue LEGA HeIrs or James Apporr, Esq., deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of 
the legal heirs of James Abbutt, Esq., deceased, which was postponed on the 28th day of November. 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, in addition to his former testimony of the 28th November, 1805, that, as he passed occasionally 
on the premises, on his way to Detroit, he has seen people working on said tract; that there is a house erected on 
the premises; that, in 1796, the late James Abbott, Esquire, was in possession of the premises; and that, since that 
time to this day, he, the deponent, has occasionally seen people work on the premises; and that he knows of no other 
claim thereto.—Postponed. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Fripay, March 2, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, March 5, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Thursday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Tuurspay, March 8, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
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, Monpay, March 12, 1810. 
The Board met at nine ‘in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepyespay, March 14, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, March 16, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, March 19, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepyespay, March 21, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


“i T a reconsidered the claim of Christian Clemens, Esquire, (No. 629,) which was postponed on the 27th 
arch last. 

Whereupon, Abraham Eversool was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, in addition to his deposition of the 27th March last, that there has always been a house 
standing on the premises until about two years ago-—Postponed. : 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, March 23, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 687. Jacques Marsac.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques Marsac to a tract of land, 
situate at Grand Marais; and the notice by him filed on the 30th day of December, 1808, was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrort, December 30, 1808. 


Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate at Grand Marais, containing 
two arpents in front by eighty in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, above by 
Robert Marsac, and below by Antoine Billou, dit L’Esperance. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and 
improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 

JACQUES MARSAG, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AupRAIN. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. ‘ 

Whereupon, Robert Marsac was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
has continued so te this day. About twenty-five arpents are under cultivation; a house.and barn are erected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 687; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 688, THE LEGAL HEIRS OF Louis Desaunier, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of 
the legal heirs of Louis Desaunier, deceased; and the notice by them filed on the 30th December, 1808, was read in 
the words and fgures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sm: Detroit, Vecember 30, 1808. 


Take notice that we claim title to a tract of land, situate at Grand Marais, containing in front two arpents 
by eighty in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unlocated lands, above by lands of Joseph St. Jean, 
and below by Joseph Laderoute. We claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by us or 
those under whom we derive title. 

For the legal heirs of Lours Desaunter, deceased, 


LOUIS DESAUNIER, his x mark. 
Witness, Peter AupRAIN. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Robert Marsac was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist J — 1796, the late Louis Desaunier was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he died; since which time the widow and heirs of the deceased have cultivated the 
premises. There are a house and out-houses erected thereon, and about forty arpents are under cultivation. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 688; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. : 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at-nine in the forenoon. 

Monpay, March 26, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. : 

Wepnespay, March 28, 1810. 


_The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Fripay, March 30, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


REUBEN ATTWATER, 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 
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No. 21. 
Transcript of the minutes of the proceedings of the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, from the 2d day 
of April to the 29th of June, 1810. 
; Monpay, June 2, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 689. Lovis Morin.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Louis Morin, and the notice by him 
filed 31st December, 1808, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: , Derroir, December 31, 1808. 

_ Please take notice that I claim titie to a tract of land in the district of Detroit, situate, lying, and_being on 
the river Detroit, near Grand Marais, containing, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three 
arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands; on the north by 
lands of Pierre Laderoute, and on the southwest by widow Pomainville. I claim title by virtue of possession, occu- 
pancy, and improvements made by me or by those from whom I derive title. 

LOUIS MORIN, his x mark. 


Witness, Lamsert Laroy. 


Whereupon, Pierre Seguien was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 


deposed and said, that Charles Poupard was in possession and occupancy of the premises on the Ist July, 1796, and 
continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has continued the possession and oecupancy of the same until this 
date. ‘There is a house on the premises, and about twenty-one acres in cultivation. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, produced a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Territoire DE Micunican, District du Detroit: 


Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent Charles Poupard, habitant, demeurant dans le susdit district 
du Detroit, lequel a reconnu avoir vendu, cédé,, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et 4 toujours, promet 
garantir de tous troubles, dons, douaires, dettes, hypothéques, évictions, aliénations, et de tout empéchement gé- 
nérallement quelconque, & Louis Morin, 4 ce présent acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & 
V’avenir, une terre sise et située dans le susdit district du Detroit, contenant trois arpents de front sur quarante de 
profondeur, bornée par devant par la riviére du Detroit, par derriére par des terres non concédées, au nord par la 
terre de Pierre Laderoute, et au sud-ouest par la terre de veuve Pomainville, ensemble la maison et autres bati- 
ments susconstruits, circonstances, et dépendances, que le dit Louis Morin dit bien savoir et connoitre, et dont il 
est content et satisfait. ; 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de quatre vingt-dix pounds, 
cours de la Nouvelle York, que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir recu du dit Louis Morin avant la passation des pré- 
sentes, dont il le tient quitte et déchargé, ainsy que tous autres. 

Au moyen de ce que dessus, le dit Charles Poupard a transporté, et par ces présentes transporte au dit Louis 
Morin, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres droits 
qu’il a et pouvait avoir sur la ditte terre, maison, et autres batiments susconstruits, s’en démettant et dévétissant & 
son profit; voulant et entendant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra 
en vertu des présentes. Fait et passé au Detroit, le 2éme jour du mois d’Avril, en l’an de notre Seigneur 1810; et 
le dit Charles Poupard a signé et scellé, en présence de témoins, aprés lecture faitte des présentes. 

CHARLES POUPARD. [1 s.] 

Signé, ‘scellé, et délivré, en présence de 
ReEvBEN ATTWATER, 

James ABBOTT. 


Micuican TERRITORY, SS. 

Be it remembered, that, on this second day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
ten, personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the Justices of the Peace in the territory aforesaid, 
Charles Poupard, who acknowledged the above deed of bargain and sale to be his free and voluntary act for the 
purposes therein contained, and desires that it may be recorded as such. 

n testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, at the city of Detroit, the day and year as above written. 


JAMES ABBOTT, Justice of the Peace. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 689; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 690. GasrieL Goprroy.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel Godfroy to a tract of 
land, situate on river Huron, of lake Erie, and the notice by him filed on the 31st December, -1808, was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Derrorr, December 31, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the southwest side of river 
Huron, containing, by-estimation, six hundred and forty arpents, it being sixteen arpents in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands; on the northwest by lands of R. Lachambre, and on 
the southeast by lands of Franevis Pepin. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made 


by me or by those from whom I derive title. 
. , , . G. GODFROY. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Charles Chovin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises; and 
that, since that time to this day, he has always kept a tenant on the same, and has caused part of this tract to be 
sr year. A house is erected on the premises, an orchard planted, and about fifteen arpents under 
cultivation. : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled co the above described tract of 
Jand, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 690; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 691. Romatn Lacnampre.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Romain Lachambre to a tract 
of land, situate on river Huron, of lake Erie, and the notice filed the 31st December, 1808, was read in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 


Sir: 
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To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir; Derrorr, December 31,1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the southwest side of river 
Huron, containing, by estimation, six hundred and forty acres, it being sixteen acres in front by forty in depth, 
bounded in front by said river, and in rear by unlocated lands, on the north by lands of the United States, and on 
the south by lands'‘of Gabriel Godfroy, senior. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvéments 
made by me or those from whom I derive title. 

For Romain Lacuamsre, 


: ‘ : : ; G. GODFROY. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Charles Chovin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and 
has continued so to this day. Several buildings are erected on the premises, and part of the premises have been 
cultivated every year. About six or seven arpents are under cultivation, ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described premises, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 691; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. . 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Joseph Campeau, (No. 633,) which was ee on the 10th April, 1809. 

Whereupon, Jean Batiste Letourneau was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant caused timber to be cut for the en- 
closure of several of his farms on the said river; and that, since that time, the claimant has caused part of the said 
tract to be cultivated every year. There is a house erected thereon, and about three arpents under cultivation and 
enclosed. — Postponed. ide 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Wepnespay, 4pril 4, 1810. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, April 6, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
_ Monpay, April 9, 1810. 
_The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned. to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, /pril 11, 1810. 
_The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. ; 
Fripay, April 13, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at ninein the forenoon. _, 
oe) : Monpay, April 16, 1810. 
‘The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Board reconsidered the claim of Joseph Campeau, (No. 633,) which was postponed on the 10th April, 1809. 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described. tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 633; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. . 
No. 692. Aprawam Fournter.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Abraham Fournier to a tract 
of land. situate on lake St. Clair, and the notice by him filed on the 29th October, 1808, was read in the words and 


figures following, to wit: . 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: | Derroirt, October 29, 1808. 


Take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract of 
land, situate in the district of Detroit, containing two arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake 
St. Clair, in rear by unconceded lands, northeast by widow Ambroise Tremblé, and southwest by René Marsac. 
I claim and set up title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I 


derive title. 
: : ABRAHAM FOURNIER, his x mark. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Julien Campeau was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Ambroise Tremblé was in possession. and occupancy of the premises; 
that the said tract has passed through several owners down to the claimant; but that it has been cultivated every 
year to this day. There is a dwelling house erected thereon, and about twenty-four arpents under cultivation, and 


enclosed. 
The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited two deeds in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Terrirome DE Micuiaan, District du Detroit, savoir: 


Par devant George McDougall, notaire public pour le territoire et district cy-dessus, fut présent Francois Mar- 
sac, habitant, résidant au susdit district du Detroit, qui par ces présentes reconnoit et confesse avoir vendu, cédé, 
quitté, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, promet faire jouir et garantir de tous troubles, dettes, 
douaires, évictions, aliénations, hypothéques, et empéchement générallement quelconque, au Sieur Joseph Cam- 
peau, négociant, aussi résidant au susdit district du Detroit, 4 ce présent et acceptant, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant 
cause, une terre de deux arpents de front sur quarante de profondeur, sise et située a entrée du lac St. Clair, 
tenant par devant au dit lac, et par derriére aux terres non concédées; du cété du nord-est & la terre de 
la veuve d’Ambroise Tremblé, et du coté du sud-ouest & une terre appartenant 4 René Marsac, consistant en bati- 
ments, verger, terre labourable, prairies, bois de bout, tel et ainsy que la ditte terre se poursuit et comporte de 
toutes parts, et sans par le dit vendeur en rien excepter, reserver, ni retenir. Cette vente, cession, transporte, et 
délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de cent trente pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, égalle & la 
somme de trois cent vingt-cing piastres, argent courant des Etats Unis, que le susdit vendeur confesse et déclatt avoir 
recu du dit acquéreur le quinziemé jour de Novembre, |’an mil huit cent deux, etant le jour de achat actuel et la 
livraison de la ditte terre par les dittes parties, dont il le tient quitte, et tousautres. Au moyen de tout ce que est dit cy- 
dessus, le dit Franeois Marsac a transporte alors, et il transporte par ces présentes au dit Joseph Campeau, pour lui, 
ses hoirs, et ayant cause, tous droits de propriété et autres qu’il pouvoit et peut avoir et prétendre en la ditte terre; 
voulant qu’il en soit mis en bonne possession et seizine, par et ainsy qu’il appartiendra en vertu des présentes. 

Fait et passé au Detroit, dans |’étude du dit notaire, l’an 1808, le 25¢me jour d’Aodts signé et cacheté aprés 


lecture faitte. 
FRANCOIS MARSAC. [1 s.] 


Signé, cacheté, et livré en présence de 
Rosert H. McNirr, 


Jacos VISGER. 
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Territory or Micuican, District of Detroit, to wit: 


Personally came before me, George McDougall, notary public for the territory and district aforesaid, F i 
Marsac, who acknowledged that he had freely sealed and delivered the within ied of alienation. In is 
whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, at the cily of Detroit, the 25th day of August, 1808. 


GEORGE McDOUGALL, Notary Public. 


Terrirorre DE Micuican, District du Detroit: 


_ Par devant les témoins soussignés fut présent Joseph Campeau, negociant demeurant & la coté du nord-est dans le 
district du Detroit, lequel reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, avec 
garantie de tous dons, douaires, hypothéques, évictions, aliénations, et de tous troubles et empéchement, généralle- 
ment quelconques, au Sieur Abraham Fournier, demeurant dans le dit district du Detroit, & ce présent acceptant 
acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, une terre ou plantation, sise et située dans le susdit district 
du Detroit, et territoire de Michigan, consistant en deux arpents de front sur quarante de profondeur, bornée par 
devant par le lac St. Clair, et par derriére par des terres non concédées, au nord-est par la terre de la veuve d’Am- 
broise Tremblé, et au sud-ouest par la terre de René Marsac; tel et ainsy que la ditte terre se poursuit et comporte 
de toutes parts, circonstances, et dépendances, ensemble les batiments susconstruits, verger, clotures, &c. sans par 
le dit vendeur en rien excepter, reserver, ni retenir, que le dit acquéreur dit bien savoir et connoitre, et dont il dit 
étre content et satisfait. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant le prix et somme de deux cent vingt 
ounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, que le dit acquéreur promet et s’oblige de payer au dit Joseph Campeanu, ses 
oirs, et ayant cause d l’avenir, de la maniére suivante, savoir: quarante-quatre pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, 

avec intérét & six pour cent, 4 compter de ce jour, payable en grains, bled froment, avoine, bled d’Inde, ou farine, 
au prix courant du jour du payement, qui sera le dix de Septembre de l’année prochaine 1809, suivant |’obligation 
datée de ce jour, etjsignée par lui, le dit Abraham Fournier et Francois Fournier, sun frére, solitairement, l’un pour 
autres quarante-quatre pounds, cours dela Nouvelle York, payable de la méme maniére, aussi avec intérét, & 
compter de ce jour, le 6eme Septembre, 1810, suivant pareille obligation d’Abraham et Francois Fournier, datée de 
ce jour; quarante-quatre pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, payable de la méme maniére, aussi avec intérét, & 
compter de ce jour, le 6¢me Septembre, 1811, suivant pareille obligation d’Abraham et Frangois Fournier, datée de 
ce jour; quarante-quatre pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, payable de la méme maniére, aussi avec intérét, comp- 
ter de ce jour, le 6éme Septembre, 1812, suivant l’obligation d’Abraham et Francois Fournier, datée de ce jour; et 
quarante-quatre pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, payable de la méme manieére, aussi avec intérét, & compter de 
ce jour, le 6€me Septembre, 1813, suivant |’obligation d’Abraham et Frangois Fournier, datée de ce jour. 

_ Et pour sureté du payement des différentes cinq obligations spécifiées cy-dessus, et aux époques susdittes, avec 
Vintérét de six pour cent pour an sur chaque obligation, le dit Sieyr Abraham Fournier a de ce moment affecté et 
hypothéque, et par ces présentes affecte et hypothéque au dit Sieur Joseph Campeanu, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & 
\’avenir, tousses biens réels et personnels, et speciallement la ditte terre susvendiie, qui restera affectée et hypothéquée 
jusqu’au parfait et entier payement des dittes cing obligations, une obligation ne derogeant l’autre. 

Au moyen de quoy et de ce que dessus, le dit Joseph Campeau a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes 
transporte au dit Abraham Fournier, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & Pievuiie, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, 
actions, et tous autres droits qu’il a et a pil avoir sur la ditte terre ou plantation, voulant et entendant qu’il en soit 
mis en bonne possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy qu’il appartiendra, en vertu des présentes. 

Fait et passé au Detroit, le 6éme Septembre, 1808, et les parties ont signé et scellé en présence de témoins, aprés 


lecture faitte des présentes. 
‘ ; JOSEPH CAMPEAU, his x mark. [1. s.] 
Signé, scellé, et délivré, en présence de 
Jos. Watson, 
PETER AUDRAIN. : 
ABRAHAM FOURNIER, sa x marque. 
Territory oF Micuican, District of Detroit, ss: ‘glee 


Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the Justices of the Peace in the district of Detroit, the 
above named Joseph Campeau, and Abraham Fournier, and both acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing 
to be their free and voluntary act and deed for the purposes therein contained, and that as such it may be recorded. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, at Detroit, the 6th day of September, 1808. 


PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 692; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

Aud then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Wepnespay, fpril 18, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
ie ‘ Fripay, 4pril 20, 1810. 
‘rhe Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


Whereas, the claim of Thomas Smith, (No. 48,) confirmed on the 7th day of August, 1807, and the claim of the 
legal heirs of Victor Moriceau, deceased, (No. 606,) confirmed on the 27th day of January, 1809, are entered for the 
same tract, the Board summoned the claimants to appear on this day, with such further testimony and evidence as 
they could adduce: the parties attended. 

Whereupon, Jean Batiste Rousson was brought forward as a witness in behalf of Thomas Smith, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, he first purchased the land now claimed from Thomas Smith for the sum of one hun- 
dred pounds, which, however, he never paid, because Thomas Smith refused to give him a warrantee deed: that he 
improved part of the land and sold his improvements to Batiste Lebeau, who sold the same to Victor Moriceau. 

Pierre Leblanc, another witness, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, Victor Moriceau sold his improve- 
ments to Thomas Smith, who paid him for the same. The deponent further says, that, previous to the American 
Government taking possession of this country, it was always considered that whoever paid for improvements of land 
was considered as owner of the soil. vt 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claim of Thomas Smith be affirmed; and that the 
claim of the legal heirs of Victor Moriceau be rejected; and that, therefore, the certificate granted to them be 
recalled, as’ null and void. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Monpay, “pril 23, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, April 25, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, April 27, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. = 
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Monpay, “pril 30, 1810, 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. : 
ee Wepnespay, May 2, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Board reconsidered the claim of the legal heirs of James Abbott, Esq. deceased, (No. 686,) which was 
— on the 17th of February last. _ . 
hereupon, Alexis Coquillard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the late James Abbott, Esq. deceased, was generally considered 
as the owner of the premises; that he, the deponent, has two or three times paid the claimants for the privilege of dig- 
ging stones on that tract of land, and that the last time was about four years ago: that a small house was. erected on 
the premises, and that about eight or ten arpents of this tract are cultivated and enclosed near the small river. 
sidore Peltier, another witness, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, in the year 1806, he digged stones, 
and paid the claimants for this privilege: that he saw a small house standing, and also enclosures, near the small river, 
of about eight or ten arpents. 
And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, May 4, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, May 7, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, May 9, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, May 11, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Mownpay, May 14, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wenpnespay, May 16, 1810. 


_The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. : 
Frivay, May 18, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, May 21, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to. adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepyespay, May 23, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Frivay, May 25, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, May 28, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


WEDNESDAY, May 30, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Fripay, June 1, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Pie Monpay, June 4, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of Robert Gouie, (No. 670,) situate on the river Rouge, which was postponed 
on the 3d day of January last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, containing, by estimation, one hundred acres, and one-sixteenth of an acre, bounded in front by the said river 
Rouge; and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 670; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of Jand therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 


ed ’ Wepnespay, June 6, 1810, 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


‘ The Board reconsidered the claim of Whitmore Knaggs, (No. 579,) which was postponed on the 29th Decem- 
er, 1808. ; 

Whereupon, John Anderson, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, when Alexander Ewings came to view the tract of land now claimed by Samuel Ewings, 
the deponent went with hin and showed him the boundaries, which did not exceed four or five acres in width; that 
part of the improvements, in cultivation and fencing, which the said Samuel Ewings has made, is made on this tract 
of land, now claimed by Whitmore Knaggs. On this tract of land Major Winston made some improvements in 
1797, by erecting fences, but the deponent doth not know whether the houses which he built were on this tract or 
on the tract claimed by Samuel Ewings. The deponent has no knowledge of any arrangement made between Ma- 
jor Winston and Mr. Knaggs, respecting the improvements. ‘This claim is postponed to this day two weeks. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. : 
Fripay, June 8, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 

Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, June 11, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 

Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. é 
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Wepnespay, June 13, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forénoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Frivay, June 15, 1810. 


The Board metat nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, June 18, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, June 20, 1810. 


The Board met at_ nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. : 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Whitmore Knaggs, (No. 579,) which was postponed on the 29th day of 
December, 1808, and on the 6th June instant. ; ; ; 

Whereupon, Albert Ringeard was brought forward as a witness in_ behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Mr. Knaggs, father to the claimant, was in pos- 
session of the whole tract, lived on the premises, built a dwelling-house, and several out-houses, and planted an 
orchard; that, in 1794, the buildings were destroyed by the soldiers of General Wayne’s army; that, in 1796, the 
claimant lived at the foot of the rapids, near the fort, and was in possession of the whole tract; that, at that time, 
no person pretended any claim to any part of this tract of four thousand acres, and that it was generally known to 
be the sole property of Whitmore Knaggs, the present claimants that, in 1797 or 1798, the claimant permitted the 
late Major Winston to improve part of that tract by cultivating and enclosing, and erecting buildings; that the 
claimant afterwards leased this tract to Alexander Ewings, who continued the improvements already made, and in- 
creased them; that Samuel Ewings took the lease from Alexander, his brother, and continued and increased the 
improvements; that, when Samuel Ewings was on.his way to live on that place, he stopped at the house of the de- 
ponent, and informed the deponent that he was going to join his brother Alexander, and work with him on the lands 
of Mr. Knaggs. ‘The deponent believes that there are about one hundred arpents under cultivation and enclosed 
in front of the whole tract, and that the greatest part has been cultivated every year, and that part of the premises 
were under cultivation in 1796.—Postponed. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Wi.i‘am Brown, (No. 580,) which was postponed on the 29th of Decem- 
ber, 1808. : 

Whereupon, Albert Ringeard was broug:: forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that part of this tract was under cultivation in 1796, and enclosed, and has been cultivated every 


year to this day.—Postponed. ; ; " ; 
The Board reconsidered the claim of Archibald Lyons, (No. 581,) which was postponed on the 29th of Decem- 


ber, 1808. : : ‘ 
Whereupon, Albert Ringeard was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, —_ duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, in 1796, part of this tract was under cultivation and enclosed, and has been cultivated every 


year ane s-Lesipenet ; : al. 
And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. __ 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Samuel Ewings, (No. 578,) which was postponed the 28th December, 1808, 
and on the 7th April, 1809. ; : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to part of the before described 
tract of land, to wit: five acres in front by one hundred in depth, bounded above by lands of John Askin, and be- 
low by lands of Whitmore Knaggs, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 578; and that 
he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned 
to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claira of Whitmore Knaggs, (No. 579,) which was postponed on the 29th December, 
1808, 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the before described tract of. 
land, to wit: six acres in front by one hundred in depth, bounded above by lands of Samuel Ewings, and below by 
lands of William Brown, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 579; and that he 
cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned 
to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of William Brown, Esq. (No. 580,) which was postponed on the 29th Decem- 


ber, 1808. 
The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed, which was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 
Know all men by these presents, that I, Whitmore Knaggs, of Detroit, in the district of Detroit, in the territory 
of Michigan, for and in consideration of the sum of one thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States of Ame- 
rica, to me in kand well and truly paid by William Brown, of the city of Detroit, in the district and territory afore- 
said, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, and sell, alien, convey, and con- 
firm unto the said William Brown, his heirs and assigns, forever, a certain tract of land, lying andbeing on the 
river Miami, and bounded as follows: six arpents, one Gunter’s chain and ninety-two links in front and rear, and one 
hundred arpents in depth, commencing six arpents, one Gunter’s chain and ninety-two links from a bush where for- 
merly stood two trees, which are now fallen down, on the plain near the fort Miami, in front on the river Mia- 
mi, and in rear ;by unconceded lands, above by lands belonging to me, the said Whitmore, and below by lands 
owned by Archibald Lyons; it being a part and parcel of a tract of four thousand arpents of land granted to me, the 
said Whitmore Knaggs, by the chiefs of the Ottawa nation of Indians, by deed.dated in July, 1784, and renewed 
to me at Detroit, the 12th day of May, 1797, and registered in the Recorder’s office of the late county of Wayne, in 
volume 1, pages 73 and 74, with all and singular the improvements made thereon, and appurtenances thereto belong 
ing, or in — a to have and to hold the said tract of land, with the appurtenances, unto thesaid William 
Brown, his heirs and assigns, forever. And I, the said Whitmore Knaggs, for myself and heirs, executors, and ad- 
ministrators, do covenant, grant, and agree to and with the said William Brown, his heirs and assigns, that I 
will secure, warrant, and defend the above granted premises against all claims whatsoever, to the said William 
Brown, his heirs and assigns, forever. 
_ In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my seal, at Detroit, the tenth day of February, 1808. 


W. KNAGGS. {[1.s.] 


Fripay, June 22, 1810. 


In presence of 
ArcuiBaLD Lyons, 
Ienace Moras, his x mark. 


Territory or MICHIGAN, District of Detroit: 
Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the Justices of the Peace in the district aforesaid, the 
above grantor, Whitmore Knaggs, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing to be his act and deed 


for the purposes therein contained. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, this 19th day of November, 1808. 
PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, to consist of six acres in front by one hundred in depth, bounded above by lands of Whitmore Knaggs, and 
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below by lands of Archibald Lyons, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 580; and 
that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be 
returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. , 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Archibald Lyons, (No. 581,) which was postponed on the 29th December, 
1808, and on the 20th June instant. ; 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed, which was read in the words and figures fcllowing. 
to wit: ; 

Know all men by these presents, that I, Whitmore Knaggs, of the district of Detroit, in the territory of Michi- 
gan, for and in consideration of one thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States of America, to me in 
hand well and truly paid by Archibald Lyons, of Detroit, in the district and territory aforesaid, the receipt whereot 
I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, and sell, alien, convey, and confirm unto the said Archi- 
bald Lyons, his heirs and assigns, forever, a certain tract of land, lying and being on the river’ Miami, bounded in 
front by the river Miami, six arpents one Gunter’s chain and ninety-two links, in rear by unconceded lands, on 
the upper side by lands owned by William Brown, extending back one hundred arpents, below by lands owned by 
Conrad Ten Eyck, it being part and parcel of a tract of four thousand arpents granted to me by the chiefs of the 
Ottawa nation of Indians, by deed dated in July, 1784, and renewed to me, at Detroit, the 12th day of May, 1797, 
and registered in the recorder’s office of the late county of Wayne, in volume 1, pages 73 and 74; with all and sin- 
gular the improvements thereon made, and appurtenances thereto belonging, or in anywise appertaining: to have 
and to hold the said tract of land, with the appurtenances, to the said Archibald Lyons, his heirs and assigns, for- 
ever. And I, the said Whitmore Knaggs, for myself and heirs, executors and administrators, do covenant, grant, 
and agree, to and with the said Archibald Lyons, his heirs and assigns, that I will secure, warrant, and defend the 
above granted premises against all claims whatsoever to the said Archibald Lyons, his heirs and assigns, forever. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my seal, at Detroit, the tenth day of February, 1808. 


WHITMORE KNAGGS. [L. s.] 


In presence of 
Wituiam Brown, 
Ienace Moras, his x mark. 


Territory or Micuican, District of Detroit, ss. 


Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the Justices of the district aforesaid, the above grantor, 
Whitmore Knaggs, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing to be his act and deed for the purposes 
therein contained. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, this 19th day of November, 1808. 


PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
Jand, to consist of six acres in front by one hundred in depth, bounded above by lands of William Brown, and below 
by unconceded lands, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 581; and that he cause 
the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the 
Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Monpay, June 25, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


_ No. 693. Wittt1am Conner.—The Board took into consideration the claim of William Conner to a tract of land, 
situate on the north side of river Huron; and the notice by him filed the 31st December, 1808, was read in the 
words and figures following, to wit: 


To Peter Aupralin, Esq. Register of the Land Office for the district of Detroit. 
Sir: Detrorr, December 29, 1808. 


Please take notice that William Conner hereby enters his claim'to a tract of land, of twelve acres in front by 
fifty in depth, containing six hundred acres of land altogether, situate, lying, and being on the north side of river 
Huron, bounded on the upper side by the lands of John Askin, junior, and on the other side by those of James Con- 
ner, in front by the said river, and in rear by unlocated lands; the said William Conner claims title to the above 
by virtue of actual possession, occupancy, and improvements of the same by me, and others under whom I hold and 
claim the right of occupancy and possession thereof to the Ist day of July, 1796. 


For Wi1.1am Conner, 


; ; GEORGE McDOUGALL. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, James Conner was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, one or two years before the Ameficans took possession of the country, he, the deponent, 
built for the claimant a small cabin on the premises; that, three or four years after, the deponent saw a temporary 
fence, made with brushes and poles, alongside of the river; no land was then cultivated.—Postponed. 

And-then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

; Frinay, June 29, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

‘The Board reconsidered the claim of ‘Thomas Forsyth, (No. 619,) to a tract of land, situate on Jake St. Clair, 
which was postponed on the 20th day of February last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said tract of land, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 619; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and 
a 7 of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

REUBEN ATTWATER, 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


No. 22, 


Transcript of the proceedings of the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, from the 2d day of July to 
the 31st day of October, 1810. 
Monpay, July 2, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. . 
Wepnespay, July 4, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at = in the forenoon. 
P 
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Fripay, July 6, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

: ? Jul: 3 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. ne eee 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Christian Clemens, Esq. (No. 629,) to a tract of land, situate on the river 
Rouge, which was postponed on the 17th March last, and on the 27th of same month. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said tract of land, 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 629; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. " 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Wepyespay, July 11, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. ' . 

Fripay, July 13, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Monpay, July 16, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Wepnespay, July 18, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 694, Jean Baprisre Cicor.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Cicot to a tract 
of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in vol. 3, page 98, under the date of the 14th November, 1805. 

This tract contains three hundred acres, it being three acres in front by one hundred in depth, bounded in front 
by river Raisins, in rear by unconceded lands, on one side by lands of Gabriel Godfroy, and on the other side by 
lands of John Askin, junior. 

Whereupon, Israel Ruland was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession of the premises, which he then 
caused to be cultivated, and has continued to do so ever since. The deponent further says that he was the agent of 
the claimant for several years, and kept people working on the premises; there are about four acres under cultiva- 
tion, and fences are thereon erected and standing.—Postponed. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of George McDougall and Israel Ruland, (No. 428,) which was postponed 
2d December, 1808, and 27th February, 1810. _ 

Whereupon, the claimants, in support of their claim, exhibited a deed, which was read in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


Know all men by these presents, that I, Giles Barnes, of the district of Erie, and territory of Michigan, Esquire, 
in consideration of the sum of three hundred dollars, lawful money, to me paid by Israel Ruland and George McDou- 
gall, of the said territory of Michigan, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have remised, released, and for- 
ever quit claimed, aud by these presents remise, release and forever quit claim unto the said Israel Ruland and 
George McDougall, their heirs and assigns, forever, all my claim, right, title, and interest to and into a certain tract 
of land, or farm, situate and lying on the north border of river Raisins, which I entered in the United States’ Land 
Office at Detroit, on the 4th day of November, 1808, of three acres in front by one hundred and twenty acres in 
depth, making three hundred and sixty acres, or French arpents, altogether, be the same more or less; bounded in 
front by said river Raisins, in rear by unlocated lands, on the east by Rachel Knaggs, and on the west by uncon- 
ceded lands: to have and to hold’the same, together with all the privileges and appurtenances thereunto belonging, 
to them, the said Israel Ruland and George McDougall, their heirs and assigns, forever. In witness whereof, I have 
hereunto set my hand and seal, at river Raisins, in said district of Erie, the 15th day of June, A. D.-1810, 


; GILES BARNES. [t. s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in presence of us, 
Ricuarp Smyru, 
Francis M. AuprRaln. 


Terrirory oF Micuican District of Detroit, ss. 


Beit remembered that personally appeared before me, Richard Smyth, Esquire, one of the Justices of the Peace 
in the territory and district aforesaid, Giles Barnes, of the district of Erie, and territory aforesaid, Esquire, who ac- 
knowledged to me that he had executed the above deed for the purposes therein contained. In testimony whereof, I 
have hereunto set my hand, at Detroit, the 25th day of June, A. D. 1810. 

RICHARD SMYTH, J. P. 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 428; and that they cause the same 
to be surveyed, and a_plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register 
of the Land Office at Detroit. The said tract not to exceed six hundred and forty acres in the whole. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Giles Barnes, (No. 429,) which was postponed on the 2d February, 1810. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the said tract of land, he 
having conveyed his right, title, and claim to the same, as per deed of conveyance made by him to George McDou- 
gall and Israel “hm and recorded in the preceding claim of McDougall and Ruland, (No. 4283) therefore, this 
claim is rejected. ® 

And a the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

see?) Fripay, July 20, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 695, THE WIDOW AND HEIRS oF AMBROISE TREMBLE, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the 
claim of the widow and heirs of Ambroise Tremblé, deceased; and the notice by them filed on the 24th December, 
1808, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: ; Derrorr, December 24, 1808. 


Take notice that I claim, for myself and my children, a farm, situate on lake St. Clair, on which I live, con- 
taining two arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by lake St. Clair, in rear by unlocated lands, above 
by lands of John Litle, and below by lands claimed by Joseph Campeau. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, 
and improvements made by my late husband, Ambroise Tremblé, who lived on this farm since the year 1774, until he 
died, about three years ago. ; ; 

For the widow and heirs of Amproise TREMBLE, 
ETIENNE SOCIER, his x mark. 
Witness, Peter Auprain. 
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This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon Batiste Ambroise Tremblé was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the late Ambroise Tremblé, deceased 
was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he died; since which time, the widow and 
heirs have possessed, occupied, and cultivated the said premises to this day. A dwelling-house and stables are 
erected thereon, and about eighteen arpents are under cultivation and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 695; and that they cause the same to 
be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, July 23, 1810, 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
pie Wenpnespay, July 25, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 696. Beaurair AND Loson.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Beaufait and Loson to a tract of 
land on river Detroit, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 3, 
page 407, under the date of 12th December, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and fifty-eight acres, is bounded in front by river Detroit, in 
nd b _ of the widow Thibault, on one side by lands of Jean Batiste Lapierre, and on.the other side by lands of 

ohn Litle. 

Whereupon, Benoit Chapoton was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the late Nathan Williams, deceased, was in possession and 
occupancy of the premises, and continued so until the 20th September, 1797, when he sold to the claimants, who 
have possessed and caused the same to be cultivated every year since that time to this day. There are on the 
— a dwelling-house, barn, and stables, and a windmill. About twenty arpents are under cultivation and 
enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 696; and that they cause the same te be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Fripay, July 27, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, July 30, 1810. 


‘The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, 4ugust 1, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, ther being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Frivay, August, 3, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of , aon Baby, Esq. (No. 676,) which was postponed on the 5th February 
ast. 

Whereupon, Jean Marie Beaubien, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 

duly sworn, deposed and said, that, for these thirty years, he has always known the premises to belong to the family 
of Babys that, to this day, the premises are known and called Baby’s mills by the white people and by the Indians. 
The deponent has never heard that any body else claimed any part of the premises. —Postponed. 
, The Board reconsidered the claim of James Baby, Esq. (No. 677,) which was postponed on the 5th February 
ast. 
Whereupon, Jean Marie Beaubien, Esq. was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being 
duly sworn, deposed and said, that, for these thirty years, he has always known the premises to belong to the family 
of Baby; that, to this day, the premises are known and called Baby’s mills by the white people and by the Indians. 
The deponent has never heard that any body else claimed any part of the premises-—Postponed. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Monpay, August 6, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. : 
Wenpnespay, August 8, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, August 10, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, August 13, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wenpnespay, August 15, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Frivay, August 17, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, August. 20, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, August 22, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, August 24, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Monpay, August 27, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
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Wepnespay, August 29, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, August 31, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, September 3, 1810. 
_ The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepyespay, September 5, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournments and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, September 7, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, September 10, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment, and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. fe 
Wepnespay, September 12, 1810. 
_The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, September 14, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to Mon- 
day next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, September 17, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to Wed- 
nesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wenpnespay, September 19, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant toadjournments; and, there being no business, adjourned to Fri- 
day next, at nine in the forenoon. ' 
Fripay, September 21, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to Mon- 
day next, at nine in the forenoon. ; 
Monpay, Sepfember 24, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to Wed- 
nesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, September 26, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to Fri- 
day next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, September 28, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to Mon- 
day next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, October 1, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. ; 
The Board reconsidered the claim of Ambrose Davenport, (No. 327,) which was postponed on the 18th October, 


1808. 

Whereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, David McCrae was in possession and occupaney of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to John Ogilvy, from whom the claimant has purchased, and that the premises 
have been constantly occupied from that time to this day. A dwelling-house and out-houses are erected on the pre- 


mises. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said lot of ground, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 327; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and 
a plot of the.survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 


at Detroit. 
No. 697. Tue HEIRS oF ApHEMAR St. Martiy.—The Board considered the claim of the legal heirs of Adhemar 


St. Martin, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 28, 
under the date of 26th December, 1805. 

Whereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the late Adhemar St. Martin was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until he died; since which time, the heirs have occupied, or caused the premises 
to be occupied, to this day. A dwelling-house and stables are erected on the premises. ; 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the said lot of ground, and 
that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 697; and that they cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. ; 
No. 698. FrepEertcK Graeter.—The Board considered the claim of Frederick Graeter, which was entered with 


the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 5, under the date of 24th December, 1805. 
Whereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 

sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 

and that he has caused the same to be occupied by tenants from that time to this day. A dwelling-house is erected 


on the premises. i : . . : 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said tract of land, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 698; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 
No. 699. Jean Baprisre Carron.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste Carron, which 
was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 12, under the date of 24th 


December, 1805. : : ' , 

Whereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of’ the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, David Rankin was in —— and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has occupied himself, or caused the premises to be occu- 


pied, to this day. A house and warehouse are erected on the premises. ‘ ; 
| thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said lot of ground, and 


An : 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 699; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and 
a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 


at Detroit. 
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No. 700. Trortrer anv Lapotnte.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Trottier and Lapointe 
which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 27, under the date 
of the 26th December, 1805. » page 27, 

Whereupon, Simon Champagne was brought ferward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796. Noel Rocheblave, attorney of Pierre G. Coté’s estate, was in 
possession and occupancy of the premises until he sold te the claimant, who has occupied or tenanted the premises 
to this day- A house and stables are erected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the said lot of ground, and 
that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 700; and that they cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. ¢ 

No. 701. Buisson anv Larocue.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Buisson and Laroche, which 
was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 10, under the date ‘of 24th 


a. rena os ‘ 
hereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sw 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist of J uly, 1796, the claimants were in possession and occupancy of the somuiows, 
— a . - this day: = agar Seta is — thereon. : 
nd thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the said lot of ground, and 
that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 701; and that they cause the same to : camel 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. 
No. 702. AnpRre SarrERE.—The Board took into consideration the claim of André Sarrere, which was entered 


with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 9, under the date of the 24th Decem- 


ber, 1805. 
Whereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being dul 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, Laurent Berthrand was in possession and occupancy of the 
remises, and continued so until he sold to Charles Marly, who sold to Pierre Lacroix, from whom the claimant 
as purchased. ‘The premises have always been occupied, winter and summer, to this day: a dwelling-house is 


eo —— — h ai ci ail 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said lot of ground 

he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 702; and that he cause the same to be Seas 
plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 


at Detroit. 
No. 703. Simon Cuampacne.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Simon Champagne, which was 


entered with the furmer Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, pz j 
vol. 2, page 36, under the date of 26th of December, 1805. sci a aa aha Aue rosie 
Whereupon, Joseph Numainville was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Jean Baptiste Gatien was in possession and occupancy of the 
remises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has constantly occupied the same to this day: a dwelling- 
~~ ? —— ——. . ° 6 

nd thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitl i g 

that he have 4 certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 703; and that he wane zai o fen 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


= gon iia . 
The Board reconsidered the claim of Pierre Lacroix (No. 106) to two lots of ground at. Michilli i 
which was postponed on the 13th day of April and 28th day of yea 1808. . aan tare nates, 
Whereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, David Rankin was in possession and occupancy of the prem- 
ises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has occupied, or caused the premises to be occupied, to this 
day: Php ioe gra — oo 4 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said two lot 
and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 106; and that he cause the same to hp sew 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. 
No. 704. Grorce Suinpter.—The Board took into consideration the claim of George Shindler, which was 


entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 38, under the date of 28th 


~~ mag o ie 
ereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being dul 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, Nicholas Frerot was in —s aud accupdaty ar the 


premises, and continued so unti! he sold to the claimant, who has always occupied the same to this day: a house and 


store-house are erected on the premises. alt 
. And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said lot of ground, and 


that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 704; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and 
a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. 
No. 705. Danret Bovrassa.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Daniel Bourassa, which was 


entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 26, under the date of 26th 
— a i el ™ 
Vhereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, bei 
sworn, deposed and said, that, for these thirty years, the claimant has been in possession and occupancy of thence 
ST any ag _— a wet adnan: is erected thereon. 
nd thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said lot of 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 705; and that he cause the same to be neoee = 
ph of _ survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detruit. 
No. 706. Jacos Franks.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacob Franks, which was ente i 
the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 3, under the date of 24th "het aig 
Whereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward as _a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Robert McKensie was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has ever since possessed and occupied the same. 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said lot of ground, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 706; and that he cause the same to be surveyed 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 


Office at Detroit. 
No. 707. Davi Mitcuett.—The Board took into consideration the claim of David Mitchell, (No. 8,) which 


was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2, page 22 

mg een 1805, Ch 6 ; ca naneicieNeiaare sce 
nereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being dul 

sworn, deposed and said, that, on the ist July, 1796, one George Cohen was in possession and occupancy Sf the 
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premises, and continued so until he sold to Bartholomew Noble, from whom the claimant has purchased, who has 
possessed and occupied the same to this day: a dwelling-house is erected thereon. : 4 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant_is entitled to the above described lot of 
ground, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 707; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 708. Davin MircueE.t, in TRUST FoR wipow Ann Coates.—The Board took into consideration the claim of 
Dr. David Mitchell, in trust for widow Ann Coates, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in volume 2, page 22, under the date of 26th December, 1805. 

Whereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the widow Ann Coates was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises; and that, when she left Michillimackinack, she left the house and lot in the care of David Mitchell, the 
— claimant; and that the premises have been constantly tenanted to this day: a dwelling-house is erected 
thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said lot of ground, in trust 
7 the — widow — Coates, ne pe - = : certificate gay which certificate shall be No. 708; and that 
he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therei i a 
turned to the Register of the lanl Office at Detroit. i , ‘ en ee 


No. 709. Josepx Guy.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Guy, which was entered with 
the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2, page 27, under the date of 25th December. 1805 

Whereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward as_a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Robert McKensie was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until he sold to Samuel Lashley, from whom the claimant has purchased. The premises 
have been constantly occupied to this day: a dwelling-house and store-house are erected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said lot of ground, and 
that he havea certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 709; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and 
a — of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

Tvespay, 0. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. sia ae 


No. 710. JosepH LarrampoisE.—The Board took into consideration the first claim of Joseph Laframboise which 
was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2, page 29, under the date of 
26th December, 1805. 

Whereupon, Simon Champa gne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises 
and continued so until he died, about four years ago; since which time, the widow and heirs have constantly occupied 
the same to this day: a dwelling-house is erected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the legal heirs of the claimant are entitled to the said 
lot of ground, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 710; and that they cause the 
same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the 
Register of the Land Office at Detroit. : 

No. 711. Josepo LarramBorsE.—The Board took into consideration the second claim of Joseph Laframboise 
which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2, page 29, under the 
date of 26th December, 1805. 

Whereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises 
and continued so until he died, about four years ago; since which time, the widow and heirs have constantly occu- 
pied the same to this day: there is a dwelling-house erected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the legal heirs of the claimant are entitled to the said 
jot of ground, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 711; and that they cause the 
same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the 
Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 


No. 712. Atexis LarramsBoise.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Alexis Laframboise, which was 
entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2, page 51, under the date of the 
4th day of January, 1806. 

Whereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, depused and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Benjamin Lyons was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and continued so until-he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied tle same to this day: a 
dwelling-house is erected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said lot ef ground, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 712, and that he cause the same to be surveyed. and 
a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to the Regisier of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 

No, 713. THe LEGAL HEIRS oF Jacques Grasson, deceased.—The Board took into consideration the claim of 
the legal heirs of Jacques Giassun, deceased, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office 
at Detroit, in volume 2, page 8, under the date of 24th December, 1805. 

Whereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Gabriel Coté was in possession and occupancy of the premises 
and continued so until he sold to Eustache Sansquartier, who died possessed of the same; the premises were sold 
at public vendue by the legal representatives of the said Sansquartier, and were purchased by the late Jacques 
Giasson, who occupied or tenanted the premises until he died; since which time, his legal heirs have caused the 
premises to be occupied to this day: a house and store-house are erected thereon. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the legal heirs of said Jacques Giasson are entitled to 
the said lot of ground, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 713; and that they 
cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be 
returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. , 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

Wepnespay, October 3, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 714. I¢xace Petrr.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Ignace Petit, which was entered with 
the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 2, page 4, under the date of 24th December, 
1805. 

Whereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Ignace Petit was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and continued so unti! 1806, when he died; and that, since, the premises have always been occupied to this day: a 
dwelling- house is erected thereon. 

Aud thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the legal heirs of Ignace Petit are entitled to the said 
lot of ground, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 714; and that they cause the 
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same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of ground therein contained, to be returned to 
the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Josiah Dunham, (No. 333,) which was postponed on the 20th of October, 
1808. 

Whereupon, Samuel Abbott was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 

deposed and said, that the premises were sold by him at public auction, as the property of Rocheblave and Porliers 
that Captain Josiah Dunham, through Samuel Lashley, his agent, became the purchaser, and paid the purchase mo- 
ney; no deed was passed, but delivery of the premises was made to the claimant, who has tenanted the same to this 
day: a dwelling-house and stables are erected thereon. : : ; 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above lot of ground, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 333; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and 
a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 
at Detroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Michael Doussman, (No 323,) which was postponed on the 18th day of Oc- 
ber, 1808. , ; , 

Whereupon, Simon Champagne was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, one Lagarcé, or Lagarée, was in possession and occupancy of 
the premises, and continued so until he sold to the claimant in 1804; there were then about fifteen acres under culti- 
vation. The deponent further said that the said Lagarcé told him that he had sold to Michael Doussman all his 
right and title to the said tract of land, and had put him in actual possession; and that, from that time to this day, 
the claimant had always kept tenants on the premises, and cultivated the same; that, to the best of this deponent’s 
knowledge, there are sixty arpents of land, either under cultivation or in meadows; that a house and stables are 
erected on the premises. ; pee 

Joseph Vaillancourt. another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that Lagarcé declared, in his presence, 
that he had sold to the claimant all his right, title, and pretensions to the premises, and _ had received full considera- 
tion for the same. ‘The deponent further said that Lagarcé was in possession, and cultivated the premises, previous 
to the American Government taking possession of the country, and that he continued so until he sold to the claim- 
ant, who has always, since that time to this day, kept tenants on the premises, and cultivated the same; that there 
are on the premises a house and stables, which were erected thereon before Lagarcé sold; and that about sixty 
arpents are either under cultivation or in meadows. ; ; : 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said tract of land, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 323; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
= a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. 


No. 715. Jean Batiste Notin.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jean Batiste Nolin; and the 
notice by him filed on the 30th day of December, 1808, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 30, 1808. 


Please take notice that I now enter with the Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit my claim to a tract 
of land, situate, lying, and being on the south side of the Sault of St. Mary, which place is in the territory of Mi- 
chigan, and district ot Detroit, containing, by estimation, two hundred and ten acres, it being two and a half acres 
in front by eighty-four acres in depth, bounded on the southeast by the improvements of Mr. Jean Batiste Cadet, 
and on every other side by lands unlocated. I claim title by virtue of possession, occupancy, and valuable improve- 
ments made thereon by me previous to the year 1796, and continued to this date. 


For Jean Batiste No uty, 
LAMBERT LAFOY. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, George Meldrum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and still occupied the same in 1798, when the deponent was last at that place. 

Samuel Abbott, Esq. another witness, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that he has knowledge of the claim- 
ant residing on the premises from 1803 to 1810: a dwelling-house, a store-house, and stables are erected on the 
premises, and more than ten acres are under cultivation and enclosed. ; 

_Captain Jonathan Nelson, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that he has knowledge of the claimant 
one in —— and occupancy of the premises from the year 1798 to 1803, and since that time to this day.— 
ostponed. 


No. 716. Joun Jonnson.—The Board took into consideration the claim of John Johnson, which was entered 
= former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 459, under the date of 24th De- 
cember, 1805. 

Whereupon, George Meldrum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises; 
that there was a dwelling and‘store-house erected thereon, and a large garden in cultivation; that the claimant was also 
in possession and occupancy of the same in 1798, when the deponent was last at that place. 

Samuel Abbott, Esq. another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that he knows of the claimant residing on 
the premises from 1803 to 1810. 

Captain Jonathan Nelson, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that he knows of the claimant being 
- eT rr occupancy of the premises on the Ist July, 1796, and that he has always occupied the same to this 
day.—Postponed. 


No. 717. Davin Mitcuett.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Dr. David Mitchell, which was 
— with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 25, under the date of 26th De- 
cember, 1805. : 

Whereupon, George Meldrum was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the 1st July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, by rais- 
ing turnips and potatoes thereon; that there was thereon a small house, and three or four acres under cultivation. 

Michael Doussman, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that, about four years ago, he saw James 
Gruette cultivate part of the premises, (about two acres, more or less,) and that the said Gruette has continued to 
cultivate the same.—Postponed. ; 

And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 

Tuurspay, October 4, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of Jonathan Nelson, (No. 671, ) which was postponed on the 5th January, 1810. 

Whereupon, Pierre Dumay was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Bernard Campeau was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and continued so until he sold to Jacques Lasselle, who sold to Godfrey Corbus, deceased, from whom the claimant 
has purchased; that the premises have been cultivated every year from the Ist July, 1796, to thisday. A dwelling- 
house, barn, and stables are erected thereon; and thirteen or fourteen acres are under cultivation and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said tract of land, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 671; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and 
















































































ee Se 


my 


— a 











548 PUBLIC LANDS. [1807, 





a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office 


at Detroit. 
And then the Board adjourned to Saturday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Saturpay, October 6, 1810. 


The Board met, at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, October 8, 1810. 


_ The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. . 
Wepnespay, October 10, 1810. 


_The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at ninein the forenoon. 
Fripay, October 12, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, October 15, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of William Conner, (No. 693,) which was postponed on the 25th June 1810, 

Whereupon, Henry Conner was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, a small house was erected on the premises by the father of the 
claimant, for the claimant, and about two acres of land were cleared round the house; that, in 1800, the claim- 
ant went into the Indian country, and left the premises in charge of the deponent; that one Baptiste Letourneau 
went to improve part of this tract, and that the deponent went and forbade said Letourneau from doing it, as it was 
the property of his brother Williams, then absent, and left in charge of the deponent; and that Letourneau did then 
leave the premises: in the year following, the claimant returned from the Indian country, and employed a man to 
make a fence in front of the tract, and turned each corner about four or five rods; this hired man cleared about one 
and ahalf or two acres on the upper part of the tract; that, from 1801 to this day, the premises have remained in 
charge of the deponent, who has always resided on river Huron: the house and part of the fence are still standing. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 693; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Wepnespay, October 17, 1810. 


_The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, October 19, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant te adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, October 22, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, October 24, 1810. 


_The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, October 26, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

Isaac Topp.—The claimant, by John Askin, his attorney in fact, presented a petition that the said claim, 
(No. 267,) which was rejected on the 28th of October, 1808, may be revised, and new testimony be taken thereon: 
the petition was read and filed, and is in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the honorable the Commissioners of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit. 
Derroir, October 25, 1810. 


Isaac Todd, by his attorney in fact, (John Askin, ) comes before the commissioners, at said Detroit, and prays 
said commissioners to reconsider their decision, made and entered at Detroit, on the 28th day of October, 1808, 
upon a notice of claim filed by him for a certain tract of land, lying upon the Detroit river, containing seven 
arpents front and fifty arpents depth, which said claim stands numbered in the plot of survey 267, and by the 
said commissioners entered rejected; because the said Isaac ‘Todd says, that, since the said decision of said com- 
missioners upon said claim, he, the said Isaac, has discovered witnesses, which he is ready to produce before said 
commissioners, who can and will prove that said tract of land, or some part thereof, was improved and cultivated 
on the Ist of July, 1796; and that the same premises have been uniformly cultivated ever since, down to the pre- 
sent time: and further says, that, at the time the said claim was under investigation before said commissioners, 
your petitioner had it not in his power to procure said witnesses, or otherwise identify and prove said facts, as the 
lines had not then been accurately ascertained, since the witnesses introduced not being able to identify said land 


claimed. 
For Isaac Topp 


JOHN ASKIN, Agent. 


And thereupon it is considered by the commissioners that the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted. 
And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, October 29, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 718. Joun Askin, Sen.—The Board took into consideration the ninth claim of John Askin, which was 
entered with the former commissioners at Detroit, on the 19th of November, 1805, in vol. 3, page 139, to a tract of 
Jand, situate on the north side’of river Rouge, containing nineteen perches, French measure, in front, by fifty acres, 
French measure, in depth. ; 

Whereupon, John Shaw was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the 1st of J uly, 1796, the claimant was in possession; that there were on the premises a 
house and barn, and about three-fourths of an acre under fence; and that, from that time to 1806, the possession 
has been kept by tenants. d 

Joseph Weaver, another witness, being sworn, deposed and said, that this tract of land has been occupied by 
tenants for these nine years. : , 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant_is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 718; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 
the Land Office at Detroit. 

No. 719. James McGitt.—The Board took into consideration the claim of James McGill to a_tract of land, 
situate on Prairie Ronde, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 
3, page 134, under the date of 19th November, 1805. 
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This tract contains six acres in front by seventy in depth, bounded in front by the second concession, in rear by 

Sg lands, on one side by lands claimed by Isaac Todd. and on the other side by lands claimed by Fran- 
ois Durocher. 

’ Whereupon, Joseph Chamberlain was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 

sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, Louis Barthe lived on the premises, as agent to John 

Askin, and remained thereon until 1798, when the deponent went and lived on the same premises, and remained 

thereon three years as a tenant; that Conrad Coleman succeeded to the deponent, and remained thereon one year: 

that, afterwards, Joseph Livernois enclosed and cultivated part of the premises every year to this day for the claimant. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 719; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Oftice at Detroit. 

wThe Board took into consideration the claim of William Ancram, (No. 668,) to a tract of land, situate on river 
Huron, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 2, page 76, under 
the date of 31st January, 1806, and postponed 29th December, 1809. _ 

Whereupon, Christian Clemens was bronght forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, in the year 1799, the Indians, to wit, Wittaness and his band, lived in the houses of 
the Moravian towns, and continued therein five or six years afterwards; and that they used to have their corn fields 
a short distance above the town; that one of the same band, by the name of Kossin, planted corn on the opposite 
side of the river from the town, last summer; that, in the year 1799, the late Richard Conner, deceased, was living 
on the lower part of the town, and had there a dwelling house and a barn, and about ten or twelve acres under cul - 
tivation and enclosed; that he continued thereon until he died, since which time his widow and heirs have occupied 
the same.—Postponed. ‘ahe- 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Wepnespay, Oclober 31, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
REUBEN ATTWATER, 
PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 


No. 23. 


Transcript of the proceedings of the Commissioners of the Land Office af Detroit, from the 2d of November, 1810, 
to the 28th day of February, 1811, inclusive. 


Fripay, November 2, 1810. 


The Board met_at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, November 5, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, November 7, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, November 9, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
, Monpay, November 12, 1810. 
‘The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Board reconsidered the claim of William Ancram, (No. 668,) which was postponed the 29th October last. 
Whereupon, Jacques Loson was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, to the best of his knowledge, about twenty-seven or twenty-eight years ago, the Moravian 
ministers, with Indians of the Delaware nation, were living on the premises; that Wittentes resided in the village, 
and cultivated lands in the same, or near it, for many years — to the Ist July, 1796, and several years after. 
The deponent recollects Wittaness telling him that Mr. Askin owned a large quantity of land, from the Moravian 
village upwards; that, about fifteen years ago, the late Mr. McNiff, surveyor, went up to river Huron, with the 
interpreter, Sanscrainte, and informed the deponent that they had come to survey the land, by orderof Mr. Askin; 
that the Indians were in company with Mr. McNiff, and were very well pleased, and that they went out with the 
surveyor to help him, and to accelerate the survey; that about twenty or thirty arpents were under cultivation, and 
enclosed in several places; and about twenty to twenty-five cabins and houses were thereon erected.—Postponed. 


No. 720. Isaac Topp.—The Board took into consideration the seventh claim of Isaac Todd, which was entered 
with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 123, under the date of 19th No- 


vember, 1805. ; , , 
Whereupon, Jacques I.oson was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 


gave the same evidence as in the preceding claim, verbatim.—Postponed. 

No. 721. James McGitt.—The Board took into consideration the sixth claim of James McGill, which was 
entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 134, under the date of 17th 
November, 1805. ; i ; . 

Whereupon, Jacques Loson was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
gave the same evidence, verbatim, as in the case of William Ancram, No. 668.—Postponed. 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Wepnespay, November 14, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to Fri- 

day next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Frivay, November 16, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 

Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, November 19, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 

Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. _ 

Wepnespay, November 21, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, November 23, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
70 p 
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Monpay, November 26, 1810. 


‘The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wenpnespay, November 28, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Fripay, November 30, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 722. Joun Askin, Sen.—The Board took into consideration the third claim of John Askin, Sen. toa tract 
of land, situate on the south side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 138, under the date of 19th November, 1805. 

Whereupon, Charles Reaume was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that Charles Baron was in possession and occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he 
sold, jointly with the deponent, to the claimants that when the claimant purchased, no person lived on the premises, 
which were then under the care of Charles Baron, with other property of the deponent; about three or four arpents 
are under cultivation.—Postponed. 

No. 723. Joun Askin, Sen.—The Board took into consideration the fourth claim of John Askin, Sen. to a tract 
of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with. the former Commissioners of the Land 
Office at Detroit, in volume 1, page 138, under the date of 19th November, 1805. 

Whereupon, Charles Reaume was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Pierre Baron had the premises in his charge, as agent for the deponent; 
that he did reside near this tract, and take care of it; that a person resided on the same; that the deponent, jointly 
with Pierre Baron, sold the premises to the claimant in the same month. About three or four arpents are under 
cultivation.—Postponed. 

John Askin, in person, filed an affidavit in the words and figures following, to wit: 

John Askin, Senior, Esq. being sworn, deposeth, that, on the 28th day of April, 1786, he made a purchase for 
himself and William Ancram, Esq. then major in the thirty-fourth regiment, and commandant at Detroit, sundry 
improvements of the Moravian ministers, and others, by them made on the river Huron, which empties into lake 
St. Clair, at a place called the Moravian village, for which he paid two hundred dollars; he likewise purchased for 
himself and said Ancram, the improvements made at the same place by the Moravian or Christian Indians, sixteen 
in number, for which he paid them the further sum of two hundred dollars, which fact and payment is evidenced by 
the deed of sales recorded by the late George Hoffman, Register of the Land Office at Detroit, in liber E, folio 3. 
Your deponent also paid one John Bull the further sum of fifty dollars for his improvements at said place; and the 
deponent further saith, that, as a further consideration for said improvements, the deponent and said Ancram, at 
their own expense, furnished said Moravians two vessels to enable hom and their Indians to return to Muskingum, 
their former place of residence; and also purchased most of their canoes to assist their departures and that they 
received the pointed thanks of said Moravians, through Mr. John Huckenwelder, their chief missionary, for their 
liberality and assistance. At the time they made the purchase of said Moravians, and others, the improvements 
consisted of more than twenty houses, with many out-buildings; the whole they purchased, to the exception of one 
dwelling-house, with a cellar, &c. occupied and claimed by the late Richard Conner, together with an Indian corn- 
field, also improved by him, with a yard or garden in rear of the said house; that the deponent, for himself and said 
Ancram, afterwards purchased of the Chippawa Indians, eleven of their principal chiefs signing said conveyance, 
the soil on which said improvements were made, as will appear by their deeds, recorded by the late George Hoff- 
man, in liber E, folio 6; and in making said purchase, they paid said Indians a valuable consideration. The depo- 
nent and said Ancram, with a view to the accommodations of said village, and to enhance the value thereof, were 
at the expense of laying out and cutting a road from Detroit settlement, through the woods, to said purchase, being a 
distance of about twenty miles, and were at the whole expense thereof, a little assistance from the Moravian Indians 
excepted. As soonas the said Moravians gave up the possession, your deponent, for himself and said Ancram, 
made an agreement with one John Cornwall to go and take charge of said purchase; also, one Robert Dolar, Ames 
Weston, and some others, went on as tenants under your deponent and said Ancram, and who raised crops and 
resided on the premises for some time; that, after said persons leaving said premises, your deponent, for himself, 
and as agent for said Ancram, put into possession of said buildings and improvements one Wittaness, a chief of said 
Chippawa Indians, with his band, who promised to hold and cultivate said property for your deponent and said 
Ancram, and to endeavor to prevent encroachments made thereon by others, et particularly by the said late Richard 
Conner, of whom the said Wittaness often complained; that the said Wittaness and his band, under such promise 
or agreement, continued in the possession under the said deponent and said Ancram, and those claiming under the 
deponent, until he died, about five or six years ago, as the deponent has been informed, he not having seen him since 
the fall of 1803, to his recollection; that the deponent paid said chief ten pounds per annum, for iodch he holds seve- 
ral receipts for said payments, the last of which was for a payment due in January, 1804; that the deponent em- 
ployed Philip Fry, the acting surveyor for the King, to survey said land; that he paid the said Fry for the same 
twenty-four pounds, and furnished him with men and provisions; that the deponent has been at the expense of 
repeatedly recording said deeds, papers, and vouchers, &c. making entries, &c. and has paid several times internal 
taxes for the same; that the deponent, on the 28th day of June, 1796, for the sum of one thousand six hundred 
pounds, New York currency, sold and conveyed his moiety, or half of said land, improvements, &c. to Messrs. 
Isaac ‘I'odd and James McGill, then merchants, residing at Montreal, in Lower Canada, who still own and claim 
the same. ‘The deponent having sold and parted with his interest in said land, &c. is not directly or indirectly 
interested in the fate that may attend the same. He has and still acts as a friend and agent for the claimants. And 


further saith not. 
JOHN ASKIN. 


Isaac Topp.—The claimant, by John Askin, his attorney in fact, presented a petition that the said claim (No. 
268,) which was rejected on the 28th October 1808, may be revised, and new testimony be taken thereon; the 
petition was read and filed, and is in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the honorable the Commissioners of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, November 30, 1810. 


Isaac Todd, by his attorney in fact, John Askin, comes here before the commissioners at Detroit, and prays them 
to take up, and reconsider their decision made and entered by them at Detroit, on the 28th October, 1808, upon a 
notice of claim filed by him, claiming a certain tract of land, with the improvements thereon made, lying upon the 
Detroit river, in said district, containing, by estimation, three hundred arpents, being six arpents in front by fifty ar- 
pents in depth, which said tract claimed is numbered in the books and proceedings of said cominissioners 268; and 
tor reasons of his prayer, the said Isaac saith that, since said decision of said commissioners, he has discovered wit- 
nesses and evidence which he is ready to produce before said commissioners, by whom he is able to prove the actual 
possession and continual occupancy and improvements of said tract of land claimed, as above, from and before the 
Ist day of July, 1796, down to the present day, either under himself or those under whom he derives title; and the 
said Isaac saith, that, at the time said claim was under investigation before said commissioners, your petitioner had 
it not in his power to procure said evidence, or otherwise identify said possession and improvements, or prove the 
facts, the lines not having been then accurately ascertained, and such witnesses as were examined not having accu- 


rate knowledge of said land claimed. 
JOHN ASKIN, Agent for Claimant. 
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And thereupon it is considered by the commissioners that the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted. 

James McGut.—The claimant, by John Askin, his attorney in fact, presented a petition that the said claim, (No. 
270,) which was rejected on the 28th October, 1808, may be revised and new testimony be taken thereon: the pe- 
tition was read and filed, and is in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the honorable the Commissioners of the United States’? Land Office at Detroit. 
Detrorr, November 30, 1810. 


James McGill, by his attorney in fact, John Askin, comes before the commissioners at said Detroit, and prays 
said commissioners to take up and reconsider their decision made and entered at Detroit on the 28th day of Octo- 
ber, 1808, upon a notice of claim filed by said James McGill for a certain tract of land, with the improvements there- 
on made, lying upon the Detroit river, in said district, containing six arpents in front and fifty in depth; which said 
tract of land is numbered, and by the commissioners in their proceedings entered rejected. 

Because the said James saith that, since said decision of said commissioners, he has found witnesses and evidence 
which he is ready to produce before said commissioners, by whom he is able to prove the actual possession and con- 
tinued occupancy be improvements of said tract of land claimed from and before the 1st July, 1796, down to the 
present time, either under himself, or those under whom he derives title in and to the said lands and the said James 
saith that, at the time said claim was under investigation before said commissioners, your petitioner had it not in his 
power to procure said witnesses and evidence, or otherwise to identify and prove said facts; the lines not having at 
that time been accurately ascertained, and the witnesses introduced not being able to identify said land claim. 

JOHN ASKIN, gent for Claimant. 


And thereupon it is considered by the commissioners that the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted. 
And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
_Monpay, December 3, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, December 5, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, December 7, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, December 10, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 723. Batiste Laperovte.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Batiste Laderoute to a tract of 
land, situate at Grand Marais, and the notice by him filedjthe 31st December, 1808, was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 31, 1808. 


Take notice that I claim a tract of land, situate at Grand Marais, containing three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by Louis Cochois, on one side by Pierre ser and on the other 
side by Gabriel St. Obin. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from 


whom I derive title. 
BATISTE LADEROUTE, his x mark. 


Sir: 


Witness, PeTer AuDRAIN. 

This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Barnabé Campeau was brought forward,as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly sworn 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Pierre Cardinal was in possession and occupancy of the premises, an 
continued so until he sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this day. A house and out- 
houses are erected on the premises, and about fifty arpents are under culttvation. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Detroit, Comté de Wayne: 

Par devant le notaire public pour le comté de Wayne, résidant au Detroit, fut présent le Sieur Pierre Cardi- 
nal. demeurant dans le cété du nord-est de la paroisse Ste. Anne, dans le dit comté, lequel attendu ses indisposi- 
tions et les maladies dont il est affligé, reconnoissant la bienveillance et l’amitié que lui témoignent Jean Batiste 
Seyien, dit Laderoute, et Archange Cardinal, son épouse, qu’il autorise & l’effet des présentes, et pour l’estime 

wil leur porte, leur a par ces présentes fait donation, entre vifs pure et simple, et irrévocable, et de la meilleur 
forme que faire se peut, et promet garantir de tous troubles, dettes, hypothéques, évictions, aliénations, et de tout 
autre empéchement générallement quelconque, au dit Jean Batiste Seyien, dit Laderoute, et & Archange Cardi- 
nal, son épouse, a ces présents et acceptants, pour eux, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause a |’avenir, une terre de trois ar- 
pents de front sur quarante de profondeur, sise et située dans le dit coté du nord-est de cette ville, prenant par 
devant au bord de la riviére du Detroit, bornée d’un cété, au nord-est, & Pierre Ricard, et de l’autre coté, au sud- 
ouest, a Gabriel St. Obin, avec une maison, grange, étables, verger, jardin, clotures, &c. tel que le tout se poursuit et 
comporte de toutes parts, circonstances, et dépendances, ainsy que tous les animaux qui appartiennent & présent au 
dit donateur, meubles de menage, ustenciles d’agriculture, et générallement tout ce qui lui appartient, ou pourrait lui 
appartenir & l’avenir, sans en rien reserver, excepter, ny retenir, a la charge que le dit Jean Batiste Seyien, dit La- 
deroute, et la ditte Archange Cardinal, son épouse, promettent et s’obligent solidairement, l’un pour J’autre, au 
dit Sieur Pierre Cardinal, leur pére et beau-pére, de le nourrir avec eux, et comme eux, de lui fournir de linge et 
hardes & son usage, suivant son état, loger, chauffer, éclairer, blanchir, et raccommoder, le tout pendant sa vie, tant 
en santé qu’en maladie, et en cas de maladie de le soigner et faire soigner comme il convient, a leurs frais, et aprés 
sa mort de le faire enterrer décemment. Et ila été convenu entre les parties, que s’ils ne pouvaient s’accorder par la 
suitte, que le dit Sieur Cardinal pourra sortir de chez les dits donataires et aller demeurer ailleurs, ou ils seront 
obligés de le nourrir et entretenir, comme dit est, suivant son état, le traitant toujours avec douceur et respect 
comme de bons enfants doivent faire. ’ 
Et au moyen de ce, le dit Pierre Cardinal leur a de ce moment transporté, et transporte tous droits de propriété 
noms, raisons, actions, et tous autres droits qu’il a et pouvait avoir en et sur la ditte terre, et autres articles men- 
tionnées en cette donaison, voulant et entendant qu’ils en soient mis en bonne possession et seizine, ainsy qu’il appar- 
tiendras se déiettant de tous ses dits biens en faveur des dits donataires, qui néanmoins ne pourront ni vendre ni 
engager la ditte terre durant la vie du dit donateur, pour la sureté de sa subsistance. Car ainsy sont conveniies les 
parties de bonne foy, promettant, &c. obligeant, &c. Fait et passé au dit Detroit, en l’étude du dit notaire, le 4 
Février, l’an 1801; et les parties ayant déclaré ne savoir signer, ont fait leurs marques ordinaires, et posé leurs 


cachets, aprés lecture faitte. 
PIERRE CARDINAL, sa x marque. [1. s. 
JEAN BATISTE SEYIEN dit LADEROUTE, sa x marque. [1. s.] 
ARCHANGE CARDINAL SEYIEN, sa x marque. [1. s.] 


P¥ésence de Simon Drovitiarp, : 
Jean Batiste ALLAIR, Sa X marque. , 


Et de nous, dit notaire soussigné, 
Fs. Dx. Beticour, NV. P. [1 s.] 
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And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 723; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. 

No, 724. JoserH Laprerovre.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Laderoute toa tract of 
land, situate at Grand Marais; and the notice by him filed on the 28th December, 1808, was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

Detroit, December 28, 1808. 


_,_ ‘Take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate at Grand Marais, containing two arpents in front by 
eighty in depth, bounded in front by river Detroit, in rear by unlocated lands; on one side by lands of the late Louis 
Desaunier, and on the other side by lands of Michael Yax. -I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and im- 


provements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
JOSEPH LADEROUTE, his x mark. 


Sir: 


Witness, Perer Auprarn. 

Whereupon, Barnabé Campeau was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist of July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the pre- 
mises, and has continued so to this day: a house and barn are erected thereon, and twenty-five arpents are under 
cultivation. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 724; and that he cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of 


the Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 725. Prerre Cuene.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Pierre Chene to a tract of land, 
situate at Grand Marais; and the notice by him filed on the 31st December, 1808, was read in the words and figures 


following, to wit: ; ; ; 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 31, 1808. 


Sir: 

Take notice that I claim title toa tract of land, on which I now live, situate at Grand Marais, containing 
five arpents in front by forty in depth, bounded in front by the river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, below by 
lands of Macomb, and above by Michael Yax. I claim by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements 


made by me or those from whom I derive title. 
PIERRE CHENE, his x mark. 


Witness, Perer AUDRAIN. 

Whereupon, Barnabé Campeau was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Jean Baptiste, dit Benjamin Marsac, was in possession and 
occupancy of the premises, and continued so until he sold to Joseph Serre, dit St. Jean, who possessed the same 
until he sold to the claimant, who has occupied and cultivated the premises to this day: a house and barnare erected 


thereon; and about eighty arpents are under cultivation. __ ; 
The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed in the words and figures following, to wit: 


TererirorrE DE Micuican, District du Detroit: 

L’an mil huit cent six, et le 27¢me jour du mois de Juin, furent présents les Sieurs Joseph Serre, dit St. Jean, 
habitant, demeurant au Grand Marais, dans le district du Detroit, et territoire de Michigan, d’une part, et Pierre 
Chene, dit Cahousa, demeurant pres de la ville du Detroit, d’autre part; lesquels ont déclaré et reconnu, et par 
ces présentes reconnoissent, en présence des témoins soussignés, avoir fait le marché et les conventions suivantes, 
savoir: le dit Joseph Serre, dit St. Jean, vend, céde, transporte. et délaisse au dit Pierre Chene, ses hoirs, et ayant 
cause 2 l’avenir, une terre de cing arpents de front sur quarante de profondeur, sise et située au Grand Marais, 
avec tous les batiments susconstruits, verger, clotures, &c. (laquelle terre le dit Joseph Serre, dit St. Jean, a der- 
niérement acquise du Sieur Benjamin Marsac,) aux clauses et conditions suivantes, savoir: que le dit Pierre Chene 
payera au dit Joseph Serre ]a somme de mille pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, comme suit, cest & dire: une 
cent pounds au premier jour de Septembre prochain, et Jes. autres neuf cent pounds en neuf aunées consécutives: 
c’est & dire, cent pounds, avec l’intérét légal, au premier jour Septembre de chaque année suivante, jusqu’au par- 
fait et entier payement de la susditte somme de mille pounds; auquel temps le dit Joseph Serre, dit St. Jean, promet, 
s’engage, et s’oblige, de passer et délivrer au dit Pierre Chene, ses hoirs, ou ayant cause a I’avenir, un contrat 
de vente en bonne forme, et de lui remettre tous les anciens contrats de la ditte terre depuis et y compris le con- 
trat de concession par le Gouvernement de France. ; eth 

Et le dit Pierre Chene, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, en considération de ce que dessus, promet 
et s’oblige de payer, ou faire payer, au dit Joseph Serre, ses hoirs, ou ayant cause a l’avenir, la susditte somme de 
mille pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, de la maniére et aux époques mentionnées cy-dessus, pour valeur et con- 
sidération de la ditte terre. pALA = 

Le dit Joseph Serre garantit au dit Pierre Chene, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, la ditte terre de toutes dettes, hypo- 
théques, et de toute trouble générallement quelconque, mais il est entendu et agrée entre les parties, que la ditte 
terre restera affectée et hypothéequée au dit Joseph Serre, jusqu’d l’entier et parfait payement des dittes mille 
pounds; et que le dit Pierre Chene ne pourra la vendre ni l’engager i qui que ce soit & moins qu’il ne paye au dit 
Joseph Serre, ses hoirs, ou ayant cause, la balance qui pourra alors étre diie sur les dittes mille pounds; et dans ce 
cas, le dit Joseph Serre, ses hoirs, ou ayant cause, en récevant la ditte balance, sera obligé de passer et de délivrer 
au dit Pierre Chene, ses hoirs, ou ayant cause, un contrat en bonne forme; et de lui délivrer tous les papiers con- 
cernant la ditte terre, comme il est mentionné cy-dessus. Le dit Joseph Serre se reserve quatre quartes de pommes 


chaque année jusqu’au partait et dernier payement. nee : ; 
Fait et passé, en double, au Detroit, le jour et an que dessus; et les parties ont signé et scellé, en présence de 


émoi res lecture faitte des présentes. 
iil : JOSEPH SERRE. [. s.] 


Scellé et délivré, en présence de PIERRE CHENE. [t. s.] 


PeTER AUDRAIN, 
Arcu. Lyons. 
Il est entendu et agrée entre les parties cy-dessus, que le dit Pierte Chene payera au dit Joseph Serre, l’intérét 
de six pour cent sur la somme de neuf cent pounds, pour Ja premiere année, c’est a dire, cent cinquante-quatre 
pounds, pour principal et intérét, et continuera chaque année en suite a payer cent pounds, et l’intéréet de toute la 


: i restera diie pour balance des dittes mille pounds. 
somme qui rester, po Pp iene imine 


Témoins présents, PIERRE CHENE. 
PETER AvuDRAIN, 


James May. 
Detroit, Octobre 16, 1806. 


né, reconnois avoir recu de Pierre Chene la somme de deux cent cinquante —— ou dollars, mon- 


Je, soussig : 
4 re dernier, en accompte 


noye légale des Etats Unis, etant pour parfait payement de la somme diie au ler de Septem 
d’une terre que je lui ai vendiie suivant marché passé comme cy-dessus. 
JOSEPH SERRE. 


Témoin, Pu. Lecuyer. 














18 07.] LAND CLAIMS IN THE MICHIGAN TERRITORY. 553 





And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
Jand. subject to the mortgage therein specified, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be 
No. 7253; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of Jand therein 
contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Wenpnespay, December 12, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
: Fripay, December 14, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay; December 17, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjqurned to 


Wednesday next at nine in the forenoon. . 
Wepnespay, December 19, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, December 21, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournments and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, December 24, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

No. 726. ANGELIQUE CicoT AND HER CHILDREN.—The Board tovk into consideration the claim of Angelique 
Cicot, wife of Jean Baptiste Cicot, and her children, to a tract of land on river Detroit, which was entered by Ga- 
briel Godfroy, her agent, with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 99, under the 
date of the 14th November, 1805. 

This tract contains, by estimation, one hundred and twenty arpents, it being three arpents in front by forty in 
depth, bounded in front by the river Detroit, in rear by unconceded lands, below by lands of Riopel, and above by 
lands of Laferté. : 

Whereupon, Alexis Labadi was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, many years previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimants were in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and have continued so to this day: a dwelling-house and barn are erected on the premises, and 
above forty acres are under cultivation-and enclosed. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 726; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. ; 4 

The Board took into consideration the claim of Gabriel Godfroy, (No. 684,) to a tract of land, situate on river 
Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissicners of the Land Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 181, under 
the date of 25th January, 1805. : 

This tract contains, by estimation, ninety arpents, more or less, it being three arpents by thirty, bounded in front 
by a small river where a mill is erected, above by lands of Jean Baptiste Couture, and below by lands of Bourdeaux, 
dit Lisle Ronde. ; 

Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Cicot was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and has caused the same to be cultivated every year since that time to this day. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the above described tract of 
land, and that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 684; and that he cause the same to be sur- 
veyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 


Land Office at Detroit. 
No. 727. Gasrret. Goprroy.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Colonel Gabriel Godfroy toa 
tract of land, situate on river Detroit; and the notice by him filed on the 31st December, 1808, was read in the 


words and figures following, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 31, 1808. 


Sir: 
Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of Ind, situate, lying, and being on the Detroit river, beginning 


at a stake on the bank of said river, between this tract and a tract confirmed to Robert Navarre; thence north thirty . 


degrees, west one hundred and nineteen chains sixteen links, toa post; thence north fifty-nine degrees, east two 
chains and ninety links, to a post; thence south thirty degrees, east one hundred and twenty chains thirty-six links, 
to a pust; thence, along the border of said river, south eighty-two degrees, west three chains and thirteen links, to 
the place of beginning. I claim title to this tract of land by virtue of possession, occupancy, and improvements 


made by me or by those from whom I derive title. 
G. GODFROY. 


Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Cicot was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimant was in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and has continued so to this day: a store-house is erected on the premises.—Postponed. 

No. 728. Tue HeErrs or Jacques Goprroy, deceased. —The Board took into consideration the claim of the heirs 
of Jacques Godfroy, deceased, to a tract of land, situate on the Detroit river; and the notice filed by Gabriel God- 
froy in their behalf, on the 3lst December, 1808, was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Detroit, December 31, 1808. 


Please take notice that we claim title to a tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the Detroit river, begin- 
ning at a stake on the bank of said river, between the claimants and Gabriel Godfroy, Sen.; thence north thirty 
degrees, west one hundred and twenty chains thirty-six links: thence north fifty-nine degrees, east_ten chains and 
seventy links; thence south twenty-six degrees, east one hundred and twenty-one chains fifty-two links, to Detroit 
river; thence, following along the said river, to the place of beginning. We claim title to this tract by virtue of 
possession, occupancy, and improvements made by us or those from whom we derive title. 

For the heirs of the late Jacques GopFroy, 


Sir: 


G. GODFROY. 


Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Cicot was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, Gabriel Godfroy, father to the claimants, was in pos- 
session and occupancy of the premises, and has continued so to this day: a dwelling-house and out-houses are 


erected on the premises.—Postponed. 


f 
} 


ine nnn 
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No. 729. Colonel Gasriet Goprroy.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Colonel Gabriel Godfroy 
to a lot of ground on river Detroit; and the notice by him filed on the 31st December, 1808, was read in the words 


and figures following, to wit: 
To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Derrort, December 31, 1808. 


Please take notice that I claim title to a tract of land, situate, lying, and being on the Detroit river, contain- 
ing, by estimation, three acres, it being one acre and a half in front, by one acre and a half in depth, bounded in 
front by said river, and in rear by Jacques and Francois Lasselle’s lands, on the northeast by lands of J. and F. 
Lasselle, and on the southwest by lands of the heirs of Jacques Godfroy, deceased. I claim title by virtue of pos- 
session, occupancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 

: h : ; ? . G. GODFROY. 

This lot of ground contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Jean Baptiste Cicot was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, the widow of Alexis Delille was in possession and occupancy 
of the premises, and continued so until she sold to the claimant, who has possessed and occupied the same to this 


day: a distillery is erected on the premises.—Postponed. ; 
And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 


Wepnespay, December 26, 1810. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Saturday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Satrurpay, December 29, 1810. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 730.°J. anp F. Lassette.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques and Francois Lasselle to 
a tract of land, situate on the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the 
Laid Office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 234, under the date of 27th November, 1805. 

This tract contains six arpents in front by eighty in depth, bounded above by Robert, dit Touton Navarre, and 
below by Antoine Campeau. 

Whereupon, Joseph Jobin was brought forward as a witness in behalf of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, on the Ist July, 1796, Jean Baptiste Couture was in possession and occupancy of the premises, 
and continued so until he sold to Eutreau Navarre, from whom the claimants have purchased, who have occupied 
the same since that time to this day. A dwelling-house, a barn, and other out-houses are erected on the premises; 
and sixty arpents are under cultivation and under fence.—Postponed. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Jacques and Frangois Lasselle, (No. 507,) which was postponed the 14th 
December, 1808.—Postponed. 

No.-731.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Jacques and Francois Lasselle to a tract of land on 
the north side of river Raisins, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, 
in volume 1, page 234, under the date of 27th November, 1808.—Postponed. 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Mownpay, December 31, 1810. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Wepnespay, January 2, 1811. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Fripay, January 4, 1811. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Monpay, January 7, 1811. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. . 

Wepnespay, January 9, 1811. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


The Board reconsidered the claim of Col. Francis Chabert, (No. 339,) which was rejected on the 11th Decem- 
ber. 1809. Solomon Sibley, agent for the claimant, filed an appeal from the decision of the commissioners, and 
prayed that it may be recorded on the minutes of the Board, and it is entered in the words following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners of the United States’ Land Office at Detroit. 
Derrorr, January 9, 1811. 


Francis Chabert Joncaire, by Solomon Sibley, his agent, comes before the honorable the said commissioners, &c; 
and because the decision and judgment, as given and entered of record on the 11th day of December, 1809, upon 
claim, (No. 339,) said claim is rejected as void and unfounded; therefore, the said Francis Chabert Joncaire, claim- 
ant to the said tract of land, as in his notice filed with the Register will appear, excepts to said judgment and deci- 
sion as erroneous and contrary to law, and therefore enters this his appeals and for reasons of exceptions to said 
decision and appeal therefrom, in his behalf, alleges and saith that the evidence by him adduced before said com- 
missioners in support of said claim was and is fully sufficient to establish the right of the claimant in and to the 
said tract of land and premises by him claimed, according to the spirit, meaning, and intent of the laws of the United 
States, in such case made and provided; and that the said claimant was and is entitled to a confirmation thereof, in 
him and in his heirs and assigns; and that a patent may be granted to him for the same. 

For Francis Cuasert Joncarre, 


SOLOMON SIBLEY, J4gent. 


And then the Board adjourned to Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, January 11, 1811. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, January 14, 1811. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. ‘ 
Wepnespay, January 16, 1811, 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, January 18, 1811. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, January 21, 1811. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
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Wepnespay, January 23, 1811. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 


Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
; Fripay, January, 25, 1811. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Monpay, January 28, 1811. 
The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 


No. 732. MELpRuM anp Park.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Meldrum and Park to a tract 
of land, situate on river St. Clair, and the notice by them filed the 29th December, 1808, was read in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 


The honorable Commissioners of the Land Office, for the Territory of Michigan. 
Detroir, December 24, 1808. 


Please take notice and enter on your records a certain tract of land, lying and being on the north side of river 
St. Clair, containing three acres, more or less, in the front, on said river, and forty acres in depth, bounded by un- 
located lands, and on both sides by lands of Jacob Hill. 
For MetpruM anv Park 


GEORGE MELDRUM. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. | Si ; ; 

Whereupon, Jean Simare was brought forward as a witness in behaif of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said, that, previous to the Ist July, 1796, the claimants were in possession and occupancy of the 
premises, and have caused part of the said tract to be cultivated every year since by their tenants. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the above described tract 
of land, and that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 732; and that they cause the same to be 
surveyed, and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the 
Land Office at Detroit. : Lah ; 

And then the Board adjourned to Wednesday next, at nine in the forenoon. 

Wepnespay, January 30, 1811. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 

Friday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
Fripay, February 1, 1811. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Henry Berthelet, (No. 655,) which was postponed on the 4th December, 
1809. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the said tract of land; and 
that, therefore, his claim be rejected. 


No. 737. JoserH DescuareLet.—The Board took into consideration the claim of Joseph Deschatelet to a tract 
of land, situate at Plaisance, and the notice filed by Antoine Guy in his behalf, on the 23d December, 1808, was 
read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Register of the Land Office at Detroit. 
Sir: Detroit, December 23, 1808. 


Take notice that I claim title toa tract of land, situate at Plaisance, near river Raisins, containing five acres 
in front, more or less, by about twenty-five in depth, bounded in front by La Grande Coulée, and in rear by !’Isle aux 
Féviers, on one side by Pierre Fournier, and on the other side by lake Erie. I claim by virtue of possession, occu- 
pancy, and improvements made by me or those from whom I derive title. 

For JosepH DEscHATELFET, 
ANTOINE GUY, his x mark. 
Witness, Peter AuDRAIN. 


This tract contains, and is bounded, as in the above notice. 

Whereupon, Pierre Bourdeaux was brought forward asa witness in behalf of the claimant, who, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said, that, on the 1st July, 1796, this tract was in possession of a person whose name he doth not 
recollect, and who sold, as the deponent was informed, to Baptiste Leduc, from whom the claimant has purchased, 
and who has lived on the premises these seven years, and has cultivated the same: abvut two or three arpents are 
under cultivation, and a dwelling-house is erected thereon. —Postponed: 

And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 


Mownpay, February 4, 1811. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. ; 
Wepnespay, February 6, 1811. 


The Board met at nine.o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Friday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Frinay, February 8, 1811. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, February 11, 1811. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment: and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Wepnespay, February 13, 1811. 


The Board met at nine o’ciock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Friday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Fripay, February 15, 1811. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Monday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
Monpay, February 18, 1811. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, purs....nt to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Wednesday next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon. ui 
Wenpnespay, February 20, 1811. 


The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned 
to Friday next, at nine o’clock in the foreioon. 
; Fripay, February 22, 1811. 
The Board met at nine o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 
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No. 738. James May, Esq.—The Board took into consideraiion the claim of James May, Esq. toa tract of Jand, 
situate on the river aux Ecorces, which was entered with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit, 
in vol. 2, page 97, under the date of 19th February, 1805. 

This tract contains three hundred and sixty acres, it being six acres in front by sixty acres in depth, bounded in 
front by the rear of the farms of Baptiste Rousson, Louis Bourrasa, and Joseph Bondi, and in rear by unconceded 
lands. ‘This tract was formerly part of the said three farms sold by said James May to said Rousson, Bourrasa, and 
Bondi.—See Nos. 62, 46, and 65. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited three deeds, which were read in the words and figures following, 
to wit: 

Detroit: ; 

Par devant Francois Desruisseaux Bellecour,notaire au Detroit, y residant, et témoins soussignés, furent présents 
les Sieurs Amable St. Cosme, Jean Batiste Pitre, comme ayant épousé feiie Demoiselle Marie St. Cosme, faisant ct 
agissant pour ses enfants mineurs; Antoine Beaubien, tuteur, et pour Pierre Dejean, fils de feiie Demoiselle Theatiste 
St. Cosme, et le notaire soussigné, representant et faisant aussi pour Charles Courtois, absent de cette province, 
lesquels et aux dits noms reconnoissent par ces présentes avoir vendu, cédé, quitté, transporté, et délaissé, dés 
maintenant et & toujours, au Sieur James May, demeurant en cette ville, i ce présent et acceptant acquéreur, pour 
lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, tous Jes droits successifs, mobiliers et immobiliers, fruits, et revenus 
d’iceux, droits, noms, ratsons, actions, rescindants et rescisoires, 4 eux appartenants,qui leur sont échiis par les décés 
de feu Pierre St. Cosme et de Dame Catherine Barois St. Cosme, leur pére et mére, en quelques lieux et endroits 
que les dits biens et droits successifs se trouvent dis et situés, en quoyqu’ils puissent consister, sans aucune re- 
serve, encore qu’ils ne soient ici particuliérement exprimés ny déclarés; voulant les dits vendeurs que le dit acqué- 
reur, ses dits hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, jouisse et dispose de tout ce qu’il pourra retirer et recevoir de leurs 
dits droits successifs, comme de choses & lui appartenantes, au moyen des dittes présentes, promettant pour eux et 
i dits noms ne jamais inquieter le dit acquéreur dans la paisible possession et jouissance des dits biens et revenus 
diceux. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de quatre-vingt pounds, 
cours de Ja Nouvelle York, pour Jes quatre présents vendeurs, dont chacun d’eux reconnoit en son particulier 
avoir recu vingt pounds pour sa part, disant étre content et satisfait, en tenant quitte et déchargé Je dit acquéreur, 
qui s’oblige d’acquitter toutes les dettes qui pourraient étre démandées par qui que ce soit aux dits vendeurs a cause 
des dittes successions. Et au moyen de ce, et aux conditions susdittes, les dits vendeurs et aux dits noms ont en 
outre transporté et transportent au dit acquéreur, ses dits hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, tous et tels droits de 
propriété, fonds, noms, raisons, actions, seizine, possession, et autres choses générallement quelconques, qu’ils 
avaient et pouvoient prétendre sur les dits droits successifs, dont ils se sont par ces présentes dessaisis, pour et au 
profit du dit Sieur James May, qui fera a ses fraix les poursuittes nécessaires pour le récouvrement des dits biens. 
Car ainsy sont conveniies les parties de bonne foy, promettant, &c. obligeant, &c. renongant, &c. Fait et passé au 
dit Detroit, en |’étude du dit notaire, le 18¢me jour de Février, 1796, avant midi; et ont les parties signé, ou fait 
leurs marques ordinaires, et scellé & la minute, aprés lecture faitte, suivant l’?ordonnance. 

AMABLE Sr. COSME, sa x marque. 
ANTOINE BEAUBIEN. 

JEAN B’TE PITRE, sa x marque. 
JAMES MAY. 


Présence de Mattuew Donovan, 
JosePu Rowe, 
Fr. Dx. Bettecour, Not. Pub. et faisant pour Cuaries Covrtots. 

Detroit: . 

Par devant Francois Desruisseaux Bellecour, notaire au Detroit, y residant, et témoin soussigné, fut présent le 
Sieur Dominique St. Cosme, lequel reconnoit par ces présentes avoir de son bon gré, et sans aucune contrainte, 
vendu, cédé, quitté, transporté, et delaissé, dés maintenant et & toujours, au Sieur James May, demeurant en cette 
ville, & ce présent et acceptant acquéreur, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, tous les droits successits, 
mobiliers et immobiliers, fruits et revenus d’iceux, droits, noms, raisons, et actions, rescindants et rescissoires & lui 
appartenants, et qui lui sont échis par les décés de feux Sieuret Dame St. Cosme, ses pére et mére, en quelques 
lieux et endroits que les dits biens et droits successifs se trouvent dis et situés, en quoyqu’ils puissent consister, 
sans aucune reserve, encore qu’ils ne scient ici particuliérement exprimés ni déclarés (excepté les droits du dit 
Dominique St. Cosme sur !’isle aux Daindes, et sur une terre qui avait été vendu & Antoine Robert, ila riviére aux 
Ecorces, qu’il se reserve pour en avoir sa part suivant ses droits;) voulant le dit vendeur que le dit sieur acquéreur, 
ses dits hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, jouisse et dispose de tout ce qu’il pourra retirer et recevoir des dits droits suc- 
cessifs, comme de choses & lui appartenantes, au moyen des dittes présentes. En outre, le dit Dominique St. Cosme 
céde et abandonne pour toujours au dit James May tout ce quilui est di par Pierre Michel Campeau, de la ditte 
riviere aux Ecorces, par une obligation en date du 17 Oct. 1787, laquelleil a remis au dit acquéreur, pour en faire son 
profit; promettant le dit Dominique St. Cosme ne jamais inquiéter le dit James May dans la paisible possession et 
jouissance des dits biens et revenus d’iceux. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant le prix et somme de deux cent 
pounds, cours de la Nouvelle York, que le dit acquéreur promet et s’oblige de payer au dit vendeur, comme suit, 
savoir: soixante-six pounds, treize shillings, et quatre pence, & mésure qu’il en aura besoin, d’ici au Jer d’Aoat de 
l’année 1797; la meme somme I’année suivante, et la derniére somme de soixante-six pounds, treize shillings, et 
quatre pence, pour dernier et parfait payement, aussi & mésure qu’il aura besoin du sécond terme, au ler d’Aoiat de 
Van 1799, et d’acquitter toutes les dettes qui pourraient étre demandées au dit vendeur, & cause et concernant les 
dittes successions. Et au moyen de ce, et aux conditions susdittes, le dit Dominique St. Cosme a transporté et 
transporte au dit James May, ses dits hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, tonds, noms, 
raisons, actions, seizine, possession, et autres choses générallement quelconques, qu’il avait et pouvait prétendre sur 
les dits droits successifs par héritage, donaisons, legs, ou autrement,.dont il s’est par ces présentes déssaisi, pour et 

_au profit du dit James May, qui fera a ses fraix les poursuittes nécessaires pour le recouvrement des dits biens, ex- 

cepté pour I’isle aux Daindes et la terre du dit Robert, comme il est dit cy-devant. Car ainsy sont _conveniies les 
arties de bonne foy, promettant, &c. obligeant, &c. Fait et passé au dit Detroit, paroisse de St. Antoine, en 
*étude du dit notaire, le 30 jour de Juillet !’an 1796; et ont signé etscellé, aprés lecture faitte suivant l’ordonnance. 


D. St. COSME. [t. s.] 
JAMES MAY. [1 s.] 


Présence de Joun Sutrsots, . 
F. D. Betzecour, Not. Pub. 


L’an 1797, le 4 May, fut présent Amable St. Cosme, lequel a reconnu avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, 
dés & présent et & toujours, a Jacques May, écuyer, & cet acceptant, pour lui, ses hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, 
une terre de quatre arpents de front 4 la riviére aux Ecorces, et cent arpents de profondeur, bornée a |’est par Jo- 
seph Bondi, fils, et & l’ouest par Joseph Bondi, pere; tel que la ditte terre de quatre arpents se poursuit et com 
porte. sans par le dit vendeur en rien excepter, reserver, ni retenir, et dont le dit acquéreur se tient content et 
satisfait. Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de deux mille 
livres, argent du pays, égalle & la somme de trois cent trente-trois dollars et un tiers, monnoye légale des Etats Unis, 
que le dit vendeur reconnoit avoir reciie, et dont il est content et satisfait. Au moyen de quoy, le dit vendeur a trans- 
porté au dit acquéreur tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, actions, qu’il pouvait avoir et prétendre sur la 
ditte terre, dont il se déssaisit et dévét en faveur du dit acquéreur, ses hoirs, et ayant cause, pour lui faire jouir 
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comme de chose & lui appartenante, voulant et entendant que le dit acquéreur en demeure saisi, et mis en bonne 
possession et seizine, ainsi et par qu’il appartiendra en vertu des présentes. Et pour l’exécution des présentes, les 

arties ont élii leurs domiciles au Detroit, et entendent que le présent acte soit enregistré au greffe du comté de 
Wa ne, ou partout ot besoin sera. Fait et passé au Detroit le jour et an que-dessus, et les parties ont signé et 


scellé les présentes. 
AMABLE Sr. COSME, sa x marque. [L. s.] 


En présence de PETER AuDRAIN. 

Personally came before me, Nathan Williams, Esq. one of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, Amable 
St. Cosme, who acknowledged the foregoing to be his deed and act, and that, as such, it may be recorded. In tes- 
timony whereof, I have hereto subscribed my name, at Detroit, the 4th May, 1797. 

NATHAN WILLIAMS, J. C. C. P. W. C. 


The claimant relies on the testimony given respecting the claims of Jean Baptiste Rousson, (No. 62;) of Louis 
Bourassa, (No. 46;) and Joseph Bondi, (No. 65)—this claim being the back of the three tracts claimed by them. 
And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is not entitled to the said tract of land; and 
that, therefore, this claim be rejected. 
And then the Board adjourned to Monday next, at nine in the forenoon. ' 
Monpay, February 25, 1811. 


The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment; and, there being no business, adjourned to 
Thursday next, at nine in the forenoon. 
: Tuurspay, February 28, 1811. 

The Board met at nine in the forenoon, pursuant to adjournment. 

‘ ‘ he Board reconsidered the claim of Gabriel Godfroy, (No. 727,) which was postponed on the 24th Decem- 
er last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said tract of land, and that 
he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 727; and that he cause the same to be surveyed,.and a 

lot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land Office at 
etroit. 

The Board reconsidered the claim of the legal heirs of Jacques Godfroy, (No. 728,) which was postponed on 
the 24th December last. 

And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled to the said tract of land, and 
that they have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 728; and that they cause the same to be surveyed, 
and a plot of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 
Office at Detroit. : 

The Board reconsidered the claim of Gabiiel Godfroy, (No. 729, ) which was postponed on the 24th December last. 

The claimant, in support of his claim, exhibited a deed, which was read in the words and figures following, to wit: 


TerriTorre vE Micuiean, District du Detroit, ss. 


Par devant moy, George McDougall, notaire public pour le district cy-dessus, diiment commissionné et ser- 
menté selon la loi, et teémoins soussignés, fut présent Madame Marianne Campeau, veuve de feu Alexis Bienvenu, 
dit Delille; laquelle dame a reconnu, et par ces présentes reconnoit avoir vendu, cédé, transporté, et délaissé, dés 
maintenant et & toujours, promet faire jouir et garantir de tous troubles, dons, douaires, dettes, hypothéques, évictions, 
aliénations, substitutions, et de tout empéchement générallement quelconque, aux Sieurs Gabriel Godfroy, pére, et 
Jean Batiste Beaugrand, négociants, dans le dit territoire de Michigan, a ce présents acceptants acquéreurs, pour eux, 
leurs hoirs, et ayant cause a l’avenir, un emplacement situé sur la terre a présent occupée par la ditte dame, veuve 
Delille, vendeuse, dans le cété au sud-ouest de la ville du Detroit, et surnommé le cété des Poutouatamis, contenant 
cent quatre-vingt-douze pieds de largeur, sur trois cent dix pieds de profondeur, plus ou moins, s’ils se trouve, tenant 
le dit emplacement d’un cété, sud-ouest, & la terre du dit acquéreur, et de |’autre coté, au nord-est, au reste de la 
terre appartenante & la susditte dame vendeuse, & prendre aussi le dit emplacement sur le bord de la riviére De- 
troit, et borné sur le derriére pe une cléture de pieux de bout actuellement existante; laquelle partage son verger 
d’avec le dit emplacement, tel et ainsy que le dit emplacement se poursuit et comporte de toutes parts, circon- 
stances, et dépendances, avec les batiments susconstruits, clotures, &c. que les dits acquéreurs disent bien savoir 
et connoitre, et dont ils sont contents et satisfaits. 

Cette vente, cession, transport, et délaissement, ainsy fait pour et moyennant la somme de trente-six pounds 
treize shillings et six pence, cours de la Nouvelle York, egale a quatre-vingt-onze piastres ou dollars, et huit cen- 
tiémes et trois quarts, monnoye légale des Etats Unis, quela ditte dame vendeuse reconnoit avoir reeu comptant desdits 
acquéreurs, lors et avant la passation des présentes, et dont elle les tient quitte, et les décharge, ainsy que tous 
autres. Au moyen de quoy, la ditte vendeuse a de ce moment transporté, et par ces présentes transportent aux dits 
acquéreurs, leurs hoirs, et ayant cause & l’avenir, tous et tels droits de propriété, noms, raisons, et actions, et tous 
autres droits qu’elle a et pouvait avoir sur le dit emplacement, s’en démettant et déssaisisant 4 leur profit; vou- 
lant et entendant qu’ils en soient mis et demeurent en bonne et suffisante possession et seizine, par qui et ainsy 
qu’il appartiendra en vertu des présentes. Fait et passé au Detroit, dans le susdit district du Detroit, et territoire 
de Michigan, le 31 jour de Juillet, de l’an de nétre Seigneur mil huit cent six; et la ditte dame veuve vendeuse 
ayant déclaré ne savoir signer, a faitte sa marque ordinaire, et a scellé en présence de témoins, aprés lecture faitte. 


MARIANNE CAMPEAU, sa x inarque. [1. s. 
Veuve d’ Alexis Bienvenu Delille. 
Scellé et délivré en présence de 
Frs. Pepin, 
Joseru VoyYER, 


Geo. McDoveatt, N. P. 


Territory oF Micniean, District of Detroit, ss. 


I, George McDougall, notary public, by lawful authority, duly admitted and sworn, for the district and ter- 
ritory aforesaid, do hereby certify and attest, that, on the day of the date hereof, before me personally appeared 
the within named Marianne Campeau, widow of Alexis Bienvenu, dit Delille, who, in my presence, did sign and 
seal, and, as her act and deed, deliver the within instrument of writing, or deed of alienation; and Franeois Pepin 
and Joseph Voyer did also, in my presence, subscribe their respective names thereunto, together with me, the said 
notary public, as witnesses of such sealing and delivery: And I do further certify and attest, that I also read and 
explained to the said widow the within deed; and she wishes not to retract it, and consenteth that it may be recorded. 

In faith and testimony whereof, I, the said notary public, have hereunto set my hand and notarial seal, at De- 


troit, in the said territory of Michigan, the 31st day of July, 1806. 
GEO. McDOUGALL, W. P. [1.s.] 


And thereupon it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimant is entitled to the said tract of land, and 
that he have a certificate thereof, which certificate shall be No. 729; and that he cause the same to be surveyed, 
= a aes of the survey, with the quantity of land therein contained, to be returned to the Register of the Land 

ce at Detroit. 


And then the Board adjourned to to-morrow, at nine in the forenoon. 
REUBEN ATTWATER, 


PETER AUDRAIN, 
JAMES ABBOTT. 
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9th Coneress.[ No. 136. [2d Session. 


LAND CLAIMS IN THE DISTRICT OF VINCENNES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 3, 1807. 


Treasury Department, January 3, 1807. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to enclose a supplementary report of the commissioners appointed to investigate the claim to 

land in the district of Vincennes. , sa 

In this they have inserted nearly the whole of their former report, with the addition of the situation of the several 
tracts of land, so far as the same has been ascertained, and have introduced some new matter, which seems to con- 
sist of the following points: 

Ist. They have confirmed two claims for four hundred acres each, which had not, at the date of their first re- 
port, been supported by sufficient evidence. : j ‘ 

2d. They have positively rejected a number of claims which were, in their former report, stated as entered, but 
unsupported by any evidence whatever. In these cases, the evidence adduced is now transmitted. 

3d. The act of 1791 had authorized the Governors to decide on certain claims. The third section of the act of 
March 26, 1804, and the fifth section of the act of March 3, 1805, virtually declare that persons having claims of 
that description.should forfeit the same, unless they were entered with the register and submitted to the commis- 
sioners. ‘The commissioners have thought themselves bound, unless there was a suspicion of fraud by the decision 
of the Governors, and have confirmed all the claims approved by said Governors, which have been entered with the 
Register. A number of perfectly similar claims have, from various causes, not been thus entered and submitted to 
the Board. The commissioners have in this supplementary report given a list of all the claims not entered with 
them, which can be ascertained from the territorial records to have been ratified by the Governors; for it appears 
very doubtful, from an examination of the act of 1791, whether Congress had a right to pronounce a forfeiture in re- 
lation to that description of claims, in case the claimants did not perform a certain subsequent act. 

4th. Some additional/papers respecting Judge Vanderburgh’s claim are added to this reports and a representation, 
together with some documents transmitted by that gentleman to the treasury, are also enclosed. 

[ have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


Hon. Mr. Boyie, Chairman of the Land Committee. 


Commissioners’ Orrice, VincenNES, November 27, 1806. 


Sir: 
-We have the honor of transmitting you a supplement to our report of the 25th of March, 1806.* 
: The paper entitled supplement to document A and C, is a duplicate of the same to which we have annexed the 
situation of each tract, already surveyed under the authority of the Governors. 

As to the claims designated therein as —— some are specific, and the description of the spot granted is 
annexed to each of them: the others, which are without specification of place, remain yet to be located, and have ob- 
tained here the denomination of floating rights. ‘To the same are also added certain corrections therein specified. 

As the donation tracts are all laid out in a body, of which a map has been transmitted to you, we have thought it 
superfluous to make out a new list. We must, however, notice an error which seems to have taken place in tran- 
scribing the donation list. There is but one donation tract granted to one Gabriel Custo, now claimed by William 
Bullett. Those names we find erroneously inserted in the abovementioned document a second time. 

The paper entitled supplement to*document D, is a duplicate of confirmations made by the commissioners, 
wherein we state the situation of each tract granted upon a claim of improvement, and whether the land confirmed 
has been already appropriated or not. Additions have also been made thereto, as therein specified. 

The paper entitled supplement to document E, contains certain rejections made since our report of March 
25, 1806. 

The paper entitled supplement to No. 1 of document H, contains a further illustration of the case of Henry 
Vanderburgh, op! 

A number of claims appear in our returns, as confirmed by the Governors, but not entered in the Register’s 
office by the persons to whom they belong. Upon which we will beg leave to observe, that a considerable time 
elapsed before the act of Congress of March, 1804, as far as it related to land claims in this territory, was fairly un- 
derstood; that an opinion generally prevailed, that grants or confirmations made by the Governors, under the autho- 
rity of law, did not require any further step on the part of the grantees to be valid. 

That the absence of some, the under age or absolute ignorance of others, did not permit them to conform to the 
requisitions of the said act. Under the impression that these circumstances plead strongly in behalf of persons so 
situated, and that Congress may have a full knowledge of the extent of the grants made by the different Governors 
in this district, we have, as far as we were able to ascertain from the territorial records, returned every grant thus 
a with the addition of the words not entered, where a notice of the claim has not been filed in the Register’s 
office. 

We have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servants, 
JOHN BADOLLET, 
NATHANIEL EWING. 


* See No. 152. 
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PUBLIC LANDS. 





SUPPLEMENT D.—Continued. 


List of Lands confirmed by the Commissioners in virtue of Militia rights. 

















Original Claimants. promot, “ Present Grantees. 
Culbert, John, - - e - 100 John Culbert, or heirs of. 
Dempsey, Hugh, - - - - 100 Hugh Dempsey. 
Dobbins, Matthew, - = - 100 Matthew Dobbins, or heirs of. 
Foizy, Francois, —- - - - 100 Samuel Baird. 
Goder, René, - . : - 100 René Goder. 
Jordon, Ephraim, - - - - 100 Ephraim Jordon. 
Moore, Samuel, - - - - 100 Abraham F. Snapp. 
Mays. Robert, - - - - 100 Robert Mays, or heirs of. 
Pacquin, Francis, - - . - 100 Francis Pacquin. 
Pea, Abraham, - - - - 100 Abraham Pea. 
Savage, John, - - - - 100 John Savage, heirs of. 
Small, John, a ae : 100 John Smnall. 
Sampson, Alexander, . . - 106 Alexander Sampson. 
Watts, James, - - - - 100 James Watts, heirs of. 








List of Donation rights confirmed by the Commissioners. 





Boucher, Charles, - - - - 400 Charles Boucher, heirs of. 

Bolon, Hyppolite, — - - - - | 400 Hyppolite Bolon. 

Becquet, widow of, . - - | 400 Samuel Baird. 

Brossard, Joseph, - : - - | 400 Joseph Brossard, heirs or assigns of. 
Couteaux, Jacques, - - - 400 Jacques Couteaux, heirs or assigns of. 
Crepeau, Louis, —- : - - 400 Louis Crepeau, heirs of. 

Cantelmy, Francis, . - - 300 Laurent Bazadone. 

Clermont, Lizette, - - - 400 Lizette Clermont, heirs of. 
Cardinal, Marianne W.~ - . - 400 Cardinal, widow, her heits or assigns. 
Clermont, Michael, - - . 400 John Duly. 

Dagenat, Ambroise, - - - 400 Ambroise Dagenat, heirs of. 
Grimarre, Pierre, Sen. . . - 400 Pierre Grimarre, Sen. heirs of. 
Goder, Pierre, - - . - 400 Pierre Goder, heirs of. 

Morin, alias De Valcour, Francis, - 400 Francis Morin De Valcour. 

Perron, Pierre, Jun. - - - 400 Pierre Perron, heirs of. 

Pettier, Andrew, - - - - 400 Andrew Pettier, heirs of. 

Thiriot, Jean C., widow of, - - 400 Julie Thiriot. 











Confirmations made since our report of March 25, 1806. 





Nancy Levins, . - - - 400 Nancy Levins, heirs of. _ 
Joseph Hamelin, Jun. - - - 400 Joseph Hamelin, Jun., heirs of. 








‘To the class of improvement rights |we have added, as above, the confirmation of the claim of the heirs of 
Nancy Levins, rejected before (document E.) for want of sufficient proof. 

We have also added, to the class of donations to the heads of families, the claim of John Harbin and Henr 
Vanderburgh, Esq. in right of Joseph Hamelin, Jun. which we have confirmed to the heirs of the said jonegh 
Hamelin; John Harbin and Henry Vanderburgh having produced no evidence of transfer. 

This case had been before rejected, (see document H, No. 2.) 


SUPPLEMENT TO DOCUMENT E. 


Stace McDonoveu, AssiGNEE oF ANTHONY FurNEY.—The Board this day resumed the consideration of the 
claim of Stace McDonough, assignee, &c., rejected before for want of evidence, (see document E, accompanying 
their former report.) ‘This claim was for four hundred acres, in right of improvement alleged to have been made 
by a certain Anthony Forney, on Patoka creek, in the winter of 1789 and 1790. In support of the aforesaid claim, 
the deposition of Solomon Thorn, taken before Pierre Menard and George Fisher, of Kaskaskias, Randolph county, 
has been exhibited, (recorded book A, page 327) stating that deponent, in the winter 1789 and 1790, saw at the 
slaty ford of Patoka creek, on the trace from Vincennes to Red Banks, an improvement, consisting of a cabin,wherein 
said weap neg J Forney then lived, and a small field cleared of about half or three-quarters of an acre; and that de- 
ponent, in the summer following, saw the said field planted in corn, which was then in a flourishing condition. 
That Forney lived in Vincennes and neighborhood about eight or nine years, and then went away. It being known 
to one of the members of this Board, then in this country, that Anthony Forney was, in the year 1791, a boatman 
in the contractor’s employ, and that the danger from the Indians was at that period such that it is hardly probable 
that any man would venture to make a settlement twenty miles from Vincennes, (the real distance of the slaty 
ford) and could remain there unmolested. This circumstance gave rise to a strong suspicion of the truth of the 


statement made by said Solomon Thorn. a 
With a view to throw some light on the subject, the commissioners summoned Colonel John Small, who, being 


duly sworn, made the following deposition: 

As to the improvement alluded to in the forementioned deposition, I have no knowledge of, neither do I think there 
was any such as stated by Thorn at that early date. My reasons for making this statement is, from the hostile dispo- 
sition of the Indians at that period. At that time said Thorn was an apprentice of mine; about which time I took occa- 
sion to send him, in company with others, to Patoka, on a hunting party; at which time they took an alarm of being 
about to be attacked by the Indians at their camp. The apprehension of danger was so great, that they decamped so 
ienpsee ge: as to leave ahorse of mine near the camp, (this, I believe, was in the month of August.) which horse I 
never got till December following, at which time I went in company with Thorn in quest of him, into the neighborhood 
of Potoka. At which time I found the whole country, as far as I went, in a wild uncultivated state, not a vestige of 
improvement, neither doI recollect of ever having heard of any in that quarter at that date. Thorn at that time was 
about from the age of fifteen to eighteen years, and those two forementioned trips all the opportunity he had of visit- 
ing that quarter about that time. As to Forney’s residence at Vincennes I have no knowledge of, further than I 
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believe he had the superintendence of a boat for the contractor about that time, and frequented Vincennes occasion- 
ally. Thorn served me about the forementioned period five years; I, myself, have resided in this country ever since 


the year 1785. 
JOHN SMALL. 


From the circumstances stated in the above deposition, and the result of the commissioners’ inquiries of the an- 
cient inhabitants of this place, who never knew of any such man residing here, further than is stated by John Small, 
and from the improbability of any man venturing so far from Vincennes, and remaining for such a space of time un- 
molested, the commissioners feel themselves under a strong impression that Solomon Thorn’s deposition is untrue, 
and cannot deem themselves justifiable in confirming the present claim; they do, therefore, reject it. 

Srace McDonovuen, assicNEE OF THomas Hitt.—A claim for four hundred acres in right of improvement, 
stated to have been made by Thomas Hill at the Beech Bottom, (see document E.) The deposition of the same 
Solomon Thorn, taken before the abovenamed Pierre Menard and George Fisher, states that said ‘Thomas Hill, in 
the winter of 1789 and 1790, made an improvement and cultivation at Beech Bottom, one mile above Anthony For- 
ney’s, similar in every respect to said Forney’s, and that Hill remained in the country till deponent’s departure 
from Vincennes, which was about four years afterwards. Solomon Thorn’s deposition in this case does not appear 
to be entitled to more credit than in the former. Except in Thomas Hill’s not appearing to have been a boatman 
every circumstance inducing suspicions in the former case obtrudes itself to the mind here, and the commissioners, 
under such an impression, cannot confirm this claims they, therefore, reject it. 

Ricuarp Sinnet anp Patrick CarmicnHaEL.—Each claim one hundred and thirty-six acres, in right of improve- 
ment, opposite the old fort of Vincennes, rejected before for want of evidence, (see document F accompanying their 


former report. ) oa 
The following depositions, taken before Joseph Morgan and Jesse Hale, Esquires, of Mercer connty, Kentucky, 


appointed for that purpose by the commissioners, were exhibited, viz: 

The deposition of William Hall, in support of the claim of Patrick Carmichael and Richard Sinnet. 

The deposition of Thomas Wilson, in support of the same. 

The deposition of Richard Sinnet, in support of the claim of Patrick Carmichael. 

The first two depositions agree in stating that Patrick Carmichael and Richard Sennet were soldiers under Ge- 
neral Clarks; went to Vincennes with him in the year 1779; that they applied to the Court for a grant of land; that 
the same was granted to each of them to the amount, as William Hall says, of one hundred and sixty arpents, oppo- 
site the forts that they cut timber thereon, and sawed planks for the use of the garrison, and made some brush heaps; 
that they could not raise corn there for the Indians. William Hall states that they were obliged to move over the 
_— within the French limits, to raise corn; and Thomas Wilson, that he understood they had raised corn else- 
where. 

Richard Sennet, in support of Patrick Carmichael’s claim, states nearly the same circumstances. 

Thomas Wilson and William Hall left Vincennes in the summer of the year 1780. 

Here appears neither improvement nor cultivation, nor does it appear that the claimants were ever residents in 
the country. The above claims are, therefore, rejected. 

Rosert ReyNoips, assiGNEE oF Joun AND MatruEew Garianp, Moses anp Apam Ortu.—Claims of four hun- 
dred acres, by virtue of improvements, in right of each of the several. persons above mentioned. In support of these 
four claims were exhibited the depositions of Solomon and Daniel Thorn, stating the improvements and cultivation vf 
John and Matthew Garland, Adam and Moses Orth, taken before George Fisher, of Kaskaskias, appointed by the 
commissioners to take depositions in the county of Randolph. 

The said claims were rejected as founded on spurious testimony; by reference to the rejected cases, (document 
E,) may be seen the reasons which induced the commissioners’ decision. 

They remain in the same opinion, still more convinced than ever that the deponent’s statements are untrue. In 
justification of their perseverance in that opinion, they will observe, that the same Daniel Thorn who swore before 
the commissioners that the former depositions signed by his brother Solomon and himself were false, that he never 
knew either of the above original claimants, comes again as an evidence in the same cases, and has made oath before 
George Fisher to establish the same facts he denied to have any knowledge of before. 

They will observe, also, that none of the depositions taken before the said George Fisher, and exhibited to the 
commissioners, are signed by either Solomon or Daniel Thorn; they, therefore, reject them. 


_ On the 17th day of November, 1806, the Board went into the reconsideration of the claim of James Gilbreath 
for four hundred acres of land, by virtue of improvement, as assignee of James Strong. This claim had been re- 
jected for want of sufficient evidence, (see document E of rejected claims accompanying their former report. ) 

_ In support of the said claim were exhibited the depositions of Solomon and Daniel ‘Thorn, taken before George 
Fisher, Esquire, of Kaskaskias, authorized by the commissioners for that purpose, stating the building of a cabin in 
the year 1787, fencing about one acre of ground, the planting and cultivating corn thereon for two years. ‘The land 
— on Mehl’s run, on waters of river Des Chis, and the residence of saidjStrong in the country till the year 
By reference to the document mentioned above, it will be seen, that, though the former and present depositions 
agree in stating improvements and cultivation, yet they differ materially respecting the continuance of Strong in this 
country. ‘That variation in the depositions of Daniel Thorn would be sufficient to invalidate his testimony; ‘but So- 
Jomon and Daniel ‘Thorn’s veracity appears very doubtful in the case of James Reynolds and Stace McDonough 
rejected above: the commissioners viewing them both, but especially Daniel, as not entitled to credit, reject the - 
present claims. 

On the 18th day of November took into consideration the claim of Jean Baptiste L’Esperance for a militia dona- 
tion, which was rejected for want of evidence. 
__ As the commissioners had established as a rule to admit as conducive testimony no deposition filed and recorded 
in the Register’s Office before their sittings began, except the deponent was dead, or such deposition operated 
against the claimant, and to have every witness examined before them, or, if at a distance, before persons by them 
appointed, they see themselves under the necessity of taking notice of this claim which had in their former report 
been improperly classed amongst those rejected for want of evidence. 

Jean Baptiste L’Esperance had filed the deposition of Pierre Bonneau and Louis Boyer, stating that claimant 
had lived in Vincennes from the year 1782 to the year 1786, and performed militia duty during the said period. 

This case does not come under the act of Congress of 1791; the claim is therefore rejected. 


SUPPLEMENT TO No. 1 OF DOCUMENT H. 


With a view to invalidate the statement of the commissioners, respecting the identity of the Céte a Beauchéne 
and the Big Hill, (Grande Cote) Henry Vanderburgh, Esq. brought forward Pierre Gaserd, alias Latulippe,who, being 


sworn, made the following statement: 

That he knew Mrs. Cornoyer’s father, his name was Racine, called Beauchéne; he is not sure what his isti 
name was, but that he believed it to be Frangois; that he knows that when the bans of matrimony were oibehad 
between Mrs. Cornoyer, his only daughter, and her husband, Pierre Cornoyer, now deceased, she was therein called 
Angelique, the daughter of Frangois Racine; that the hill now in or near the donation on the Fort Apparent old road, 
and about three miles eastward of Vincennes, has always been called the Big Hill; and that he, said Racine, dit 
Beauchéne, made a house there and cultivated some land thereon; that deponent himself gathered melons therefrom 
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in Racine’s lifetime, who died in 1764; that he can now show the spot, or very near to it; that the hill called Beau- 
chéne’s Cote is situate to the northeast of Vincennes, near the Wabash, about a league back of Snapp’s mill; that 
Beauchéne’s Cote is a bigger hill than the one called the Big Hill; that the Big Hill and Cote & Beauchene bear 
nearly north and south, about a league apart from each other, and are entirely different spots; that the said Racine, 
dit Beauchéne, when he took up the Cote & Beauchéne, rented the Grande Cote tract; that both were"merely sugar 
camps, excepting the cultivation above mentioned; that he knew Jean Baptiste Racine, called St. Marie, who was 
late — at this place; that he never was called Beauchéne, but was cousin-german of Racine, called 
Beauchéne. 

Here it is to be observed, that the above deponent had said before, in the commissioners’ office, that Grande 
Cote and Cote a Beauchéne were the same hill, but requested not to be brought as an evidence for some prudential 
reasons which he then mentioned, but which are not now perfectly recollected. 

That, notwithstanding the above deposition, the Cote a Beauchéne and Big Hill, (Grande Cote) are the same 
place, as the following extract from the orders of survey of Winthrop Sargent, then acting as Governor, book C, page 
25, and the subjoined depositions, will fully demonstrate. 

“Robert Buntin claims four hundred acres on the Big Hill, about three miles to the northeast of Vincennes, on 
the road leading to the Lick, by purchase from Jacques Cardinal. By the oath of Esquire Edeline, it is proved that 
Jacques Cardinal had permission to take up this land; and that, in 1782 and 1791, there were upon it twenty acres un- 
der good cultivation, to be satisfied by four hundred arpents.”’ 

Instead of a reference to our former report, (document H, No. 1,) we insert here the order of survey granted to 
Angelique Racine, quoted therein and marked G. 

** Angelique Racine four arpents by forty at the Big Hill, granted and allotted to her father, Francois Racine, 
upwards of thirty years ago, about three miles eastward of Vincennes.” 

It must be observed here, that the interference of the grant made to Robert Buntin at the Big Hill, in right of 
Jacques Cardinal, with the one made at the same place to Angelique Racine, in right of her father, Francois Racine, 
and the last being partly included within the lines of the donation, prevented, as will be seen hereafter, the survey- 
ing of her claim, which to this day has remained unsurveyed. 


Deposition of John Small. 


“recollect having been called upon by Mrs. Cornoyer, I think four years since, as surveyor, to lay off a tract of 
land granted to the heirs of Francois Racine by the Governor. 1 accordingly went to the place appointed, which, as 
I have understood, has formerly been known by the name of Cote & Beauchéne; Mr. Pierre Querré, dit Latu- 
lippe, being called upon, and then present, to point out and make known the improvement, in consequence of which the 
grant was made. I did not proceed to make the survey; the reasons why not are these: In the first place. the place 
pointed out by pe, was within the lines of the old donation tract, No. 24, then held and occupied by Jeremiah 
Claypole: and, secondly, Robert Buntin, Esq. and Joseph Baird both protested against the surveys being made, 
insinuating that such a survey as was then and there required ,would eventually run through lands of theirs that were 
legally granted and regularly surveyed, and returned some time previous to that period. Upon which reasons I de- 
clined making the survey. The forementioned spot of land alluded to within lies near the Chemin Laglaize, or 
Lick road, so called, about three and four miles from Vincennes, on the west side of Mill creek. 


“JOHN SMALL.” 
Robert Buntin’s deposition. 

‘* Some time in the year 1802, I was called upon by Mrs. Cornoyer to survey a tract of land of four arpents by 
forty, situate on the Big Hill, granted to Angelique Racine, in right of her father, Francois Racine. As this tract 
was said to interfere with a piece of land which I purchased from Jacques Cardinal, I declined acting as surveyor, 
and gave a copy of the order of survey to John Small, who had then been appointed surveyor by Governor Harrison, 
and accompanied him, together with the claimant, Toussaint Dubois, Joseph Baird, and Pierre Goerré, dit Latulippe. 
Mr. Baird went with an intention of preventing the survey to be made, as he expected it would interfere with a tract 
of land claimed by him; and Querré went to show the precise spot where the improvement of the said Francois Ra- 
cine was made. On our arrival at the place showed by Querré, (which is about three miles northeast of Vin- 
cennes, ) it was found to be within the tract laid off and surveyed for donations to the heads of families at Vincennes; 
in consequence of which the survey was not made. 

‘ROBERT BUNTIN.” 


Deposition of Toussaint Dubois. 


‘I was with Robert Buntin, John Small, Joseph Baird, Mrs. Cornoyer, and Pierre Querré, dit Latulippe, at the 
time stated by Mr. Buntin, and saw the place pointed out by said Querré as the spot called for in the grant made to 
the father of Mrs. Cornoyer; it was on the Grande Cote, (Big Hill) called the Cote a Beauchéne. 


‘** DUBOIS.” 


Thus it appears that Mrs. Cornoyer, formerly Angelique Racine, herself, and her witness, Pierre. Querré, dit 
Latulippe, when they went to show the place called for in the grant made to her, and the improvement made 
thereon, at the Big Hill, (Grande Cote) showed indeed a Big Hill, but which was also called the Cote a Beau- 
chéne. 

As to the deposition of Pierre Querré, (inserted above) the circumstance of his showing for the Big Hill the Cote 
a Beauchéne, and now swearing that they are two distinct places, evinces the perversion of his morals, or derangement 
of his understanding, and effectually destroys the credibility of his testimony. * 

‘The commissioners deem it superfluous to make any further comment on this business, and adhere to the opinion 
expressed in their former report. 


Vincgynes, November 21, 1806. 


Sir: 
I do myself the honor of enclosing to you, by the Honorable Benjamin Parke, a statement of the matter in dis- 
ute between the Commissioners of the Land Office for the district of Vincennes and myself, respecting the one 
Leuieed and thirty-six acres of land, which they say ought to be vacated, together with sundry depositions and cer- 
tificates, which I hope will remove from your mind any unfavorable impressions which the report was calculated to 
produce, and at the same time to request that this statement, with all the other documents herewith enclosed, may 
accompany the report of the commissioners, when it is laid before the Committee of Congress. 
Laas the honor to be, with sentiments of respect and regard, sir, &c. 


HENRY VANDERBURGH. 
The Hon. Atsert Gauuarin, Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. 


GENTLEMEN: 


I beg leave to trespass a few moments on your patience, and to address you on a subject, which to me is of the 
most interesting nature. With all the confidence which arises from conscious innocence, and with a firm reliance 
on your justice and impartiality, I will proceed to make my statement. _ 

In the year 1797, Winthrop Sargent, then acting as Governorjof the territory, authorized James Johnson, Francois 
Vigo, Robert Buntin, and myself, as a Board of Commissioners to take in the inhabitants’ claims to land, to examine the 
evidence produced in support of them, and make a report thereof to him, which was accordingly done. In taking down 
these claims, which were very numerous, a considerable time was consumed; most of them were given in under 
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French names, many of whom had nick or war names, by which they were better known than by their real names; 
and the Board understanding very little French, except Col. Vigo, who could not write, it seems, from the testimony 
herewith transmitted, as well as from Judge Johnson’s certificate, one of the Board, that the commissioners committed 
the trivial error of putting down, by mistake, the name of a certain person called Racine, more commonly known 
by the nick-name of Beauchéne, under a wrong Christian name; they entered him by the name of Jean Baptiste 
Beauchéne, whereas it ought to have been Francois Racine, called Beauchene. In consequence of this trivial error, 
and of a similar one which took place in the secretary’s office in obtaining a certificate, which will hereatter appear, 
Nathaniel Ewing and John Badollet, Commissioners of the Land Office for the district of Vincennes, in a very ex- 
traordinary and unjustifiable report by them made out and forwarded to the Secretary of the Treasury on this subject, 
have, ina most shameful manner, and in open violation of every principle of justice and right, impeached my charac- 
ter, slandered my reputation, and decided my cause, not only without a hearing, but without my having any sort of 
knowledge whatever of their proceeding. During the whole time they were engaged in this scheme, they found means 
to conduct it in such a manner as to conceal it effectually from my knowledge until the 2d day of September last, 
upwards of six months alter it had been made out and transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury, when it was dis- 
ps | to me by Henry Hurst, clerk to the General Court, in a very confidential manner, at whose house the com- 
missioners lived during the whole time they were engaged in this oppressive act. ‘To ensure success to a scheme on 
which they had set their hearts, Nathaniel Ewing, one of the commissioners, set out from this place in March last, for 
the city of Washington, charged with this report. Whether it was for the purpose of getting it before Congress pre- 
vious to its coming to my knowledge or not, is not for me to say; but so is the fact, that it was made out and carried 
from the country without my knowing any thing of it. ; 

I was never called upon by the commissioners, or by any person on their behalf, to produce testimony, which 
might have done away the doubts and difliculties which they allege existed. No: was I ever present or had any 
knowledge of the evidence they examined on the subject. though they appear to have had it a long time under con- 
sideration, during the whole of which I lived within fifty steps of their quarters. The claim being one which had 
been confirmed by the Governor of the territory, the regular authorized agent of the United States, nine years ago, 
and had been surveyed and actually settled upon eight years since, and is now under cultivation, as appears by 
Pierre Querré’s testimony, No. 1., I therefore had noidea that claims of this description were to be again agitated, and 
undergo a second confirmation by the commissioners after such a lapse of time; and when it was known, too, that all 
three of the witnesses, by whose testimony the claim was established in 1797, were dead. _ 

So soon as this very extraordinary transaction came to my knowledge, I waited forthwith on the commissioners, 
and asked them whether they would receive testimony, which would explain away the difficulties they had stated in 
their report unknown to me. They told me they would hear testimony, but!that the report which they had sent on to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, they were determined, whatever testimony I might offer, should not be altered. I then asked 
them whether they would transmit the testimony to the seat of Government; they said they would: upon which I brought 
Pierre Querré before them, whom they examined in part only, as will appear by No. 1, and gave mea copy of his 
testimony, which I herewith transmit (No. 2.) By looking into the deposition of the said Querré, taken before Justice 
Wallace, it will appear that the commissioners refused, in the most peremptory manner, to ask, or permit me to ask, 
such questions of the said Querré, when upon his oath before them, as I conceived essential to justice and truth; and 
this undeniable right, unaccountable as it may appear, was, in a very positive and peremptory manner, refused by the 
said commissioners, when acting in their official capacity, under the authority of a law of the United States, with- 
out assigning any reason whatever for this unprecedented decision, except by Mr. Ewing, who appeared to be pecu- 
liarly tenacious, and, if my recollection serves me right, mentioned that he thought it would be admitting parole testi- 
mony to contradict a record, which they had already made out and sent forward to the Secretary of the Treasury. Here 
I forbear to inquire into the motives of the commissioners for refusing this constitutional right, by which they de- 
prived me effectually of affording them such information as must have removed from any reasonable mind those doubts 
and difficulties which they say exist. 

Seeing the temper and the manifest intention of the commissioners, and that they were determined that I 
should not be permitted to ask such questions as I thought essential to the matter in dispute, I resolved, under these 
circumstances, not to go to the office with any further testimony, but to take it in the manner herewith certified. 
The law, under which they were solemnly sworn to act. requires of them to examine and decide upon the land 
claims of the people of this country according to the rules of justice and equity. How far their conduct in my case 
comports with these principles is for the honorable committee to decide, and not me. In looking over the report, 
I observe they called before them, unknown to me, Francois Racine, son of the late commandant, who is forty- 
eight years old, to give evidence in a transaction that happened in the lifetime of Mr. Beauchéne, who has 
been dead, as proved before the commissioners themselves, forty-two years, so that the witness, from his tender age, 
~— possibly know any thing about Franeois Racine, called Beauchéne, or the land which he may have claimed 
in the country. 

The witness is stated, in the report, to have said that the hill above A. Snapp’s mill was called a. Grande Céte, 
and Cote a Beauchéne, and was one and the same place; whereas. he has been heard to say since that he told the 
commissioners the hill above A. Snapp’s mill was a Grande Cote, and was called the Cote ad Beauchéne: in putting 
down his testimony, this mistake might very easily have been made. (No. 3.) 

With respect to the malicious and unfounded accusation of my having obtained a certificate surreptitiously from 
the secretary’s office, I can only lament that men advanced to high office should be capable of such injustice and 
oppression; they have not a shadow of proof before them to authorize censure, much less a criminal charge of so high 
a nature. General Gibson’s certificate is perfectly true: he certifies that the error which was committed was done 
through a mistake, but he does not_explain in what that mistake consisted, which was nothing more than the mere 
writing Jean Baptiste, instead of Francois. ‘This was done, too, at a late hour of the night, when the time for giving 
in the claims under the law had nearly expired. I gave in nearly forty of my own, and a much greater number for 
others, mostly French names, many of whom had nick-names; and that such a simple and trivial error should bring 
down such a heavy censure against a citizen, and a high officer of this Government, appears to me, though I may be 
a bad judge in my own case, to carry with it more acrimony than _a fair and impartial view of the circumstance will 
authorize. Another accusation, equally malicious and unfounded, waged against me is, that of my having united the 
Christian name of old Mr. St. Marie, whose surname was Racine, with Beauchéne, in order to procure one hundred 
and sixty arpents, equal to one hundred and thirty-six acres of land, from the United States, fraudulently. Here I 
am at a loss to express what I feel. towards the authors of this unjust and oppressive attack. This is merely a sur- 
mise of their own ill-designing hearts, unsupported by any sort of testimony whatever. I shall, therefore, say nothing 
more in reply to it. 

I think I shall stand justified when I say that the commissioners, in their report, have endeavoured as much as lay 
in their power, to darken and perplex the question in dispute, and to render it as complicated as possible; they very 
artfully mention that I wrote for the commissioners in the year 1797; and because I wrote for the commissioners in 
1797, by the request of all of them, as appears from.Judge Johnson’s certificate, (No. 4,) and because there appears to 
have been a misnomer committed by that Board in writing Jean Baptiste instead of Francois, (the error which occa- 
sions the whole dispute,) this, in the opinion of the commissioners, is conclusive evidence of fraud and corruption 
on my part, but not on the part of any of my colleagues. Here let me ask, in the name of common sense, what is 
there in all this which fixes any criminality on me, or which indicates, on my part, any disposition to defraud the 
United States of this one hundred and thirty-six acres of land, to which I never had any claim until the day on 
which I entered my claims in the commissioners’ office, when I bargained with Angelique Racine, at her earnest 
request for it, and gave her in exchange one hundred and sixty arpents of land, equally valuable, although the 
commissioners labor hard in their repert to impress an idea that it cost me nothing, but that I had obtained it frau- 
dulently: at the same time, they knew of the exchange. Mr. Jones, who served as clerk to the commissioners, was 
* the attorney whom I employed to draw the deed of exchange between Angelique Racine and Desnoyer, her present 

husband, and myself, for this land; and, in furnishing him with the names of the parties, I made the same error, 
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which I never discovered until to-day, and called Beauchéne Jean Baptiste, instead of Francois: a stronger evi- 
ence cannot possibly exist of my innocence, and that the whole transaction proceeded from a mere mistake. 

It will clearly appear, from an accurate examination of the Governor’s record, by which this land was granted, 
that the commissioners were so little acquainted with it, and understood the case so imperfectly, that the tract 
which they say in their report ought to be vacated is the very tract granted to Angelique Racine, in right of her 
father, Frangois Racine, at the Big Hill, where the said Frangois Racine made the improvement, which was proved 
on the oaths of Pierre Cartier, Jean Baptiste Potvan, and Ducouttee, before the commissioners, in the year 1797, 
(No. 53) and, in support of their testimony, Pierre Querré proves, before the present commissioners, on the 19th 
of September last, at the time they refused me the right of asking such questions of the witness as I thought essen- 
tial, that he, the said Francois Racine, called Beauchéne, occupied the land at the Big Hill upwards of forty years 
ago. ‘That he had a house and an actual cultivation there. That he afterwards took up the land at the hill called 
Cote a Beauchéne, and rented out the tract at the Big Hill. That they are three miles apart, and are separate 
and distinct tracts, ‘The one at the Big Hill lies east of the village, and the other northeast: and that he, the said 
Racine, called Beauchéne, was the father of Angelique, his only child and heir, under whom I claim (No. 2.) This 
witness, who is one of the most respectable Frenchmen in the country, and upon whose testimony alone the com- 
missioners have granted a great deal of land, as will appear by looking into their proceedings, is, nevertheless, sup- 
ported by two other respectable and disinterested witnesses, Joseph Chartier, and Josette Entire, who prove nearly 
the same thing (Nos. 6 and 7,). It will appear, by examining the record No. 5, that the surveyor, whe had the 
Governor’s order to survey both tracts, must have made a mistake, and marked Beauchéne on the plot made out, 
and returned of the tract at the Big Hill, which, most decidedly, is the one granted to Angelique Racine, in right 
of her father, Francois Racine, as expressed on the record itself, and where she, the said Angelique, settled with 
her family in the year 1798, one year after the land was confirmed and granted by the Governor, as appears by 
No. 1. This mistake of the surveyor occasioned the commissioners, in their report, to say that the first order of 
survey, marked G, has not been executed: but the fact is otherwise; it has been executed, and the land settled on 
for eight years. ‘The commissioners have thought proper, in a very insidious manner, to introduce into their report 
my marriage with the daughter of Angelique Racine, for the invidious purpose, no doubt, of heightening suspicion 
aud establishing inferences unfavorable to my character. How far this ungentlemanly conduct ought to be com- 
mended, I leave to the honorable committee to decide; my confidence in the justice and discernment of this honor- 
able body forbids me to apprehend that it can be successful. ‘They also say, with a view of making the same un- 
favorable impressions, that I could not be supposed ignorant of the name of my wife’s grandfather, (on the female 
side they must mean,) who had been dead nearly thirty years before I became acquainted with the family. In reply 
to this insidious surmise, (for it is no more,) [ can most solemnly declare that I never knew his real name until the 
present dispute, although it must have been presented to the Board in °97, of which I was a member, but I had 
totally forgotten it, as must clearly and unequivocally appear by the mistake which I made, as stated by!Mr. Jones’s 
certificate, (No 8.) The claimant having stated to the commissioners, in the year 1797, that Beauchéne died in the 
country, and never owned any other land, must, I suppose, in the opinion of the Governor, have alluded to 
the two tracts, both of which amounting to no more than two hundred and seventy-two English acres, and which 
was the usual quantity given to a man of a family under the French Government. ‘The Governor, however, under 
the law of Congress of the 3d of March, 1791, is authorized to give as far as four hundred acres for a cultivation. 

But these claims, I presume, were considered by him as belonging to a different class. ‘They were such as had 
been confirmed by treaty, as well as by the State of Virginia, in her act of cession to the United States, wherein 
she reserves to the inhabitants of this country all their ** possessions and titles” and the resolution of Congress of 
29th August, 1788, makes the same provision. I should, therefore, suppose, after seeing the testimony, that the Go- 
vernor considered them as old claims, arising under the French Government, prior to the treaty of Paris of 1763, 
the quantity tallying with what was usually allotted by the French commandant toa.married man, and as such con- 
firmed and granted them. ” 

i will now bring my observations to a closes and I think I may fairly say, that it is demonstrated by indisputable 
testimony that the Big Hill and Cote 4 Beauchéne are two separate and distinct places, lying three miles a art, 
one or: the Fort Apparent road, three miles east of Vincennes, and the other five miles northeast of the same place; 
and that they are not one and the same place as stated by the commissioners. It is also clearly and undeniably 
proved, on the solemn vaths of three respectable and disinterested witnesses, Querré, Chartier, and Entire, who 
were all intimately acquainted with Francois Racine, called Beauchéne, that he occupied both places upwards of 
forty years ago. That there never was any other person in this country called Beauchéne but himself, and that 
Angelique Racine is his only child and heir. I therefore flatter myself that there is neither uncertainty nor doubt as 
to the facts, and it may reasonably be concluded, that Francois Racine, called Beauchéne, having been entered by 
the name of Jean Baptiste instead of Francois, proceeded from a mistake, and it must be admitted that sucha mis- 
take might have been made very innocently. If any doubt can yet remain on the minds of the honorable committee 
with regard to.this dispute, it must be entirely removed by reading the certificate of Judge Johnson, one of the most 
respectable and independent men in the territory, who has been nearly sixteen years on the bench of the Common 
Pleas, most of the time as presiding Judge, and who says that the two claims were considered by the Board of Com- 
missioners in 1797, of which he was a member himself, as two separate and distinct claims, calling for two sepa- 
rate and distinct spots of ground, and as belonging to the same person, viz. the father of Angelique Racine. 

Before I close, permit me to ask whether any virtuous mind can, for a moment, conceive that a man in my situa- 
tion, whose prospects, to be sure, are not very great, but whose circumstances are far from being clouded, who has 
been thirty years out of forty-seven in public employ, served during the whole of the Revolutionary struggle, and 
who is married and has a numerous family of children, could be so lost, abandoned, and depraved, as to practice the 
vile, the base, and criminal plan pointed out in the report of the commissioners, to procure one hundred and thirty - 
six acres of land from the United States, not for himself, but for his mother-in-law, who had then, and has now, eight 
children, all of whom, under the laws of this territory, would come in for an equal share of this accession of wealth 
with his own wife, and which land he does most solemnly declare, by all his hopes of happiness hereafter, might have 
been purchased for less than fifty dollars after it had been confirmed by the Governor. 

I must now beg the honorable committee’s pardon for. occupying so much of their time on this question, and of 
soliciting their forgiveness of all the errors and indiscretions which this statement may be found to contain; at the 
same time, to express to them the unbounded confidence I feel in their justice and impartiality. 

Permit me here to add, the commissioners take this ground, that, as there never was a person in the country 
called Jean Baptiste Beauchéne, fraud was intended; and have reported against the claim. 

It is admitted that there never was such a person, and the contrary never was contended for by me; but I always 
contended, and do now, that the two tracts were granted and confirmed to the father of Angelique Racine; and I have 
adduced sufficient proof to establish it beyond a doubt, and that the insertion of Jean Baptiste instead of Franeois 
was an inadvertence of the Board in 1797. 

Suppose he had been entered by the name Francois Beauchéne; in that case there could have been no sort of 
difficulty, for it is demonstrated, and the commissioners admit it as a fact, that he was more generally known by the 
name of Beauchéne than Racine. The error of writing his name Jean Baptiste instead of Francois is, surely, 
neither in law or equity, sufficient to destroy a claim so well supported in every other respect. 

Had the commissioners, at the time they received from General Gibson the letter spread on their report, ac- 
quainted me with the perplexity in which they say the case is involved, a measure observed by them to others in 
doubtful points, such explanations would have taken place as must have removed all their suspicions. This omis- 
sion, together with other circumstances of a personal nature, afforded strong grounds to believe that it.was'a preme- 
ditated scheme to injure me. 

What evinces sufficiently that I_ had no intention to defraud the Government of the land, and my innocence in 
the transaction, is, that to draw the deed of exchange between my mother-in-law and me, about seven years after the 
two tracts had been confirmed to her, I furnished the conveyancer with the name of a person, viz. Jean Baptiste 
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Racine, to whom no land had been granted, as will appear by a reference to the record No. 5, as well as Mr. Jones’s 
certificate, No. 8; and, consequently, that I was a very innocent purchaser, contrary to the assertions of the commis- 
sioners stated in their report ; and, therefore, hope that the ultimate decision will be in favor of the claim and fair- 
ness of my conduct, which, in this case, was not otherwise influenced than that of the other members of the Board; for 
the claimant appeared in person, and supported her claims like other applicants, as appears by No. 4. 

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of the highest consideration and respect, 


Your most obedient humble servant, 
HENRY VANDERBURGH. 


Inpiana TERRITORY, Knox County: 

The deposition of Pierre Querré, called Latulippe, taken before me, the subscriber, one of the Justices of the 
Peace in and for the county aforesaid, this 25th day of October, 1806. ‘The said deponent, being duly sworn, depo- 
seth and saith, that, on the 19th of September last, he was called upon by Judge Vanderburgh to go before the Com- 
missioners of the Land Office to give evidence respecting two tracts of land, of one hundred and sixty arpents each, 
claimed under a grant made by Winthrop Sargent, acting as Governor, in the year 1797, to Angelique Racine, as heir 
to her father, Francois Racine, more commonly known by the name of Beauchéne; the other to the heirs of Jean 
Baptiste Beauchéne: that the said Judge Vanderburgh desired the commissioners to ask me, on my oath, whether I 
had ever known or heard of any other person in this country being called Beauchéne than the said Franeois Racine, 
and whether he was not the ancestor of Angelique, his only daughter and heir; when the commissioners peremp- 
torily refused to ask the question, or suffer it to be asked by the Judge. And this deponent further saith, that 
the said Francois Racine was more known by the nick-name of Beauchéne than by Racine, and that he never knew 
or heard of any other person in this country being called Beauchéne; that he was the ancestor of Angelique, his 
only child and heir, and that _he was the same person who occupied the land at the place called the Cote of Beau- 
chéne, as well as at the Big Hill on the Fort Apparent road. And this deponent further saith, that the Cote of Beau - 
chéne is at least five miles to the’‘northeast of the village of Vincennes,{being three miles back of Abraham Snapp’s mill, 
which is two miles from town. ‘This deponent further saith, that he believes the tract three miles to the east of the 
village was surveyed in the year 1798, by Robert Bunter, Esq. one year after the grant was made by the Governor; 
and in the same year Angelique Racine, with all-her family, moved on the said tract, where she built a house and 
barn, and continued to live on it with her family until the year 1803, when she rented it out; and the tract has been 
under cultivation ever since.. The deponent, being asked his age, says he is sixty-nine years old. 

PIERRE QUERRE, dit LATULIPPE, his + mark. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, the 26th of October, 1806. 
GEO. WALLACE, Jun. J. P. KX. C. 


I do certify that the substance of the within deposition was interpreted by me to the deponent before he wa 
sworn. 
GEO. WALLACE, Jun. 


Knox County, 8s. 
I, James Johnson, presiding Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of the county aforesaid, do certify that I have 


been well acquainted with Pierre Querré, the witness, for more than twenty years, during part of which time he has 
filled the office of major of the militia, and that he has always supported a good character as an honest man and a 


good citizen. 
Given under my hand at Vincennes, this 27th of October, 1806. 
JAMES JOHNSON. 


SEPTEMBER 19, 1806. 


Pierre Querré, on his oath, saith, that he knew Mrs. Cornoyer’s father; his name was Racine, called Beauchéne; 
is not sure what was his Christain name, but believes it was Frangois, and he knows that Mrs. Cornoyer, his only 
daughter, when the bans of matrimony were published between her and her after husband, Peter Cornoyer, was 
therein called Angelique, the daughter of Francois Racine; that the hill now in or near the donation tract, on the 
Fort Apparent road, and about three miles eastward of Vincennes, has always been called the Big Hill; and that 
the said Racine, called Beauchéne, made a house and cultivated some land thereon; that deponent himself gathered 
melons therefrom in Racine’s lifetime, who died in 1764; that he can now show the spot, or very near to it; that 
the Hill called Beauchéne’s Cote is situated to the northeast of Vincences, near the Wabash, about a league 
back of Snapp’s mill; that Beauchéne’s Cote is a bigger hill than the one called the Big Hill; that the Big Hill 
and Cote & Beauchéne, bear nearly north and south, and are about a league apart from each other, and are en- 
tirely different spots; that the said Racine, called Beauchéne, when he took up the Céte 4 Beauchéne, rented the 
Grande Céte tract; that both of them were merely sugar camps, excepting the cultivation above mentioned; that he 
knew Jean Baptiste Racine, called St. Marie, who waslate commandantat this place; that he was never called Beau- 
chéne, but was cousin german of the said Racine, called Beauchéne. 

A copy from the records. 
JOHN R. JONES, 


Clerk to the Commissioners of the Land Office at Vincennes District. 


I do certify that Francois Racine, called St. Marie, (son of the late commandant,) who was examined by the 
Commissioners of the district of Vincennes, on the subject of the real and nick-name of Frangois Racine, called 
Beauchéne, as well as on the subject of the Cote a Beauchéne, (as appears by and in their report) told me, a 
few days since, in a conversation which I had with him on those subjects, ‘‘ that he had informed the commissioners 
that the hill above A. Snapp’s mill (about five miles northeast of Vincennes) was a Grande Cote, and was called 
Cote a Beauchéne. ‘That he never said, or intended to say, any thing which might prejudice Beauchéne’s claim 
to land at the Big Hill, (on the Fort Apparent road) because he was too young at the death of Beauchéne to 


know any thing about it. 
Given under my hand, at Vincennes, the 3d of November, A. D. 1806. 
GEN. W. JOHNSTON. 


Vincennes, November 19, 1806. 


I, James Johnson, presiding Judge of the Court of Common Pleas for the county of Knox, and Treasurer of the 
Indiana territory, do wig — that, some time in the year 1797, Winthrop Sargent, Esq., acting as Governor 
anderburgh, Francois Vigo, Robert Buntin, ewe and myself, commission- 


of the territory, appointed Henr 
ers to take down the claims to land of the inhabitants of this place, to examine the evidence produced in support 


of the same, and make a report thereof to him; which was accordingly done. ‘That I well recollect the two claims 
exhibited to the Board, for one hundred and sixty arpents each, by Angelique Racine, who prosecuted the same in 
proper person; and that Henry Vanderburgh appeared to me to take no more interest in them than the other mem- 
bers of the Board, one of which claims called for a situation named the Big Hill, and the other a place called the 
Cote 4 Beauchéne. ‘That the Board considered them as two distinct and separate claims, supported by very dif- 
_ ferent testimony, as will appear by inspecting the record. That during the time we were. engaged in this business, 

there was not a single claim to land passed the Board without the unanimous approbation of the commissioners, 
which likewise appears by their own certificate annexed to their report made to the Governor. ‘That Henry Van- 
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derburgh, at the request of the commissioners, wrote down the proceedings of the Board. That there was nothing 
transacted on his part which was not consistent with the rules of justice and propriety. I do further certify that most of 
the old French inhabitants of this country have nick-names, by which they are more commonly known than by their 
real names. That Francois Racine is said by all the old settlers of this country to have been called Beauchéne, which 
I believe to be true; and that the writing Jean Baptiste, instead of Francois, in taking down a multitude of French 
names, might very reasonably have proceeded from a mistake. And I do further certif , that, shortly after the com- 
missioners delivered their report to Colonel Sargent, I was present at a conversation which passed between him and 
Judge Vanderburgh, respecting his powers to grant two tracts of land to one person; and that, after deliberation, 
he afterwards confirmed both, on the principle that the quantity did not exceed four hundred acres, which, by law, 
he was authorized to make. Motives of justice and impartiality induce me to give to Judge Vanderburgh the fore- 


going certificate. 
JAMES JOHNSON. 


N. B. Since giving the foregoing certificate, I have been asked whether I understood the two claims mentioned 
in the said report and certificate belonged to the same person. In answer thereto. 1 can say that the impression 


now on my mind is, that they did. 
JAMES JOHNSON. 


Secrerary’s Orrice, Vincennes, November 14, 1806. 


Angelique Racine, four arpents by forty, at the Big Hill, which was granted and allotted to her father, Francois 
Racine, upwards of thirty years ago. Pierre Cartier and Jean Baptiste Potvan prove the grant, allotment, and 
cultivation, in which they aided, in company with the said Racine. The land is three miles east of the village of 
Vincennes. Decotteaux also proves the above. 

Governor Sargent says: 

“ Angelique Racine, four arpents by forty, at the Big Hill, granted and allotted to her father, Francois Racine, 
upwards of thirty years ago, about three miles east of Vincennes.” 


The heirs of Jean Baptiste Beauchéne, one of the first settlers of this country, claims one hundred and sixty 
arpents of land, joining the donation, ; The land has been called, for more than forty years, Beauchene’s Cote, 
after the owner’s name. ‘This land, from the best information, though not positively proven, seems to have been 
assigned him by the Government of this place, upwards of forty years ago; the claim, therefore, a pears to have 
gained strength from its great antiquity, and, from this consideration, we are induced to recommend it to your par- 
ticular attention. Beauchéne died in the country, and never owned any other land. 

Governor Sargent says: 


‘* The heirs of Jean Baptiste Beauchéne, one hundred and sixty arpents of land, joining the donation. Survey 
the same agreeably to old boundaries; it appearing to have been very early with the family.” 


Secrerary’s Orrice, Vincennes, November 19, 1806. 


I certify that the above and within are true copies of the record on the books of Winthrop Sargent, secretary, 
and acting as Governor of the Northwestern territory, deposited in this office. 


JN. GIBSON, Sec’y Indiana Territory. 


Secrerary’s Orrice, Vincennes, Vovember 19, 1806. 


I do further certify, that, at the end of a statement of claims for lands, which is deposited in this office, and 
which was taken by Henry Vanderburgh, James Johnson, Francois Vigo, and Robert Buntin, Esquires, agreeably 
to request of Winthrop Sargent, Esq. acting as Governor, the following certificate is annexed: 


We certify that the foregoing claims to land have been taken before us, when we were personally present, in 
conformity to your instructions of September and October last. 
In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands, at Vincennes, 26th of November, 1797. 


HENRY VANDERBURGH, 
JAS. JOHNSON, 

F. VIGO, 

ROBERT BUNTIN. 


A true copy of the original record deposited in this office. 
JN. GIBSON, Secretary Indiana Territory. 


Inprana TERRITORY, 88. 


Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the Judges in and over the said territory, Joseph 
Chartier, an ancient inhabitant of Vincennes, who, after being duly sworn on the holy Evangelists of Almighty 
God, deposeth and saith, that there is a big hill, or céte, situate about three miles east of the village of Vincennes, 
on the road leading to fort Apparent, and which hasalways been called the ** Grande Cote,” or Big Hill, and which 
lies about three miles from the hill called the Cote a Beauchéne, which is likewise a big hill; at the former of these 

laces Francois Racine, called Beauchene, occupied a sugar camp, about forty years ago, and which joined old 
Mr. Delaurier on one side, and Dequeint on the other. Further, that there never was, to this deponent’s knowledge, 
any other Beauchene in this country than the one named Francois Racine, who was the ancestor of Angelique 
Racine, his daughter and only heir. This deponent further saith, that he could at this day show the place where 
the said Beauchene’s sugar camp was; being asked his age, this deponent says he is sixty years old. ‘The wit- 
ness not understanding the English language, General W. Johnston, attorney and counsellor at law, was duly 


sworn to interpret the foregoing deposition. 
JOSEPH CHARTIER, his x mark. 
Taken and subscribed before me, at Vincennes, this 22d day of September, A. D. 1806. 
WALLER TAYLOR. [1. s.] 


After the foregoing deposition was signed, the witness was asked by his honor Judge Taylor, whether Francois 
Racine, called Beauchene, did ‘not likewise occupy the land atthe place called the Cote of Beauchene, who 
answered, that, to his knowledge, he did, after the Big Hill: for the deponent saw Beauchéne’s wife aiding in 
making sugar. The foregoing question was put, and the answer rendered through the same sworn interpreter. 

JOSEPH CHARTIER, his x mark. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, on the same day the foregoing deposition was taken. 


WALLER TAYLOR. [z. s.] 


Knox County, 88. ne: . 
I, James Johnson, presiding Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of the county aforesaid, do certify that I 
have been acquainted with Joseph Chartier, the above witness, an ancient inhabitant of this place, for more than 
twenty years; that he has always conducted himself as a good citizen, and supported an honest character. 
Given under my hand, at Vincennes, this 27th October, 1806. 


JAMES JOHNSON. 
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Inprana TERRITORY, Knox county, ss. 
The deposition of Josette Entire, an ancient inhabitant of Post Vincennes, taken before me, the subscriber, 

one of the Justices of the Peace in and for the said county, this 27th day of October, 1806. ; ; : 

The said deponent, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that she was well acquainted with Francois Racine, 
more commonly known by the “nickname of Beauchéne, upwards of forty years ago, and she never knew or heard 
of any other person called Beauchéne in this country than the said Racine; and that he was the ancestor of 
Angelique Racine, his only child and heir. And the deponent further saith, that the said Francois Racine, called 
Beauchéne, occupied a piece of land upwards of — years ago, at a place called the Big Hill, on the Fort 
Apparent road, about three miles to the east of this village, where the deponent has frequently seen him at work; 
that this hill is about three miles from the hill called Beauchéne’s Céte, where he also claimed a tract of land, 
and which is at least five miles to the northeast of this village. ‘The deponent, being asked her age, says she is 
about fifty-seven years old. ‘The deponent not understanding the English language, the contents of the foregoing 
deposition was interpreted to her in dhe French language, previous to her being sworn. 
JOSETTE ENTIRE, her x mark. 


Sworn, and subscribed before me, at Vincennes, the 27th October, 1806. 
GEORGE WALLACE, Jun. J. P. K. C. 


Knox County, ss. ™ R shi 
I, James Johnson, presiding Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of the county aforesaid, do certify that I 
have been acquainted with Josette Entire, the within witness, and an ancient inhabitant of this country, for more 


than twenty years, during which time she has always supported a good character. - 
Given under my hand, at Vincennes, 27th October, 1806. JAMES JOHNSON. 


I certify that, some time towards the latter end of the year 1804, I was requested by Judge Vanderburgh to 
draw a deed of exchange between'him and Louis Denoyon and wife, formerly Angelique Racine; that I did so, 
and delivered the deed to the Judge. By it Mr. Denoyun and wife, therein described as the only daughter and 
heir-at-law of Jean Baptiste Racine, called Beauchéne, convey to the Judge one hundred and sixty arpents of 
land, being the same now in dispute between him and the Commissioners of the Land Office for the district of Vin- 
cennes; in exchange for which the Judge conveys to Mr. and Mrs: Denoyon the like quantity of land, part of the 
donation tract Ne. 22. That the description of Mrs. Denoyon, as heir to her father, Jean Baptiste, was made 
according to the instructions given me at the time, which, it now appears, must have been done through mistake, 
and the same which was made in the original entry in the Governor’s book, in 1797. ; 

I further certify, that Mrs. Denoyon frequently informed me, as well before the drawing of the deed as after- 
wards, prior to any dispute on the subject, that this exchange was agreed to by the Judge, at her repeated solicita- 
tions, in order to accommodate her family with a plantation of sugar-trees growing on the tract exchanged for, her 


land having none on it. : ‘as ese é 
And I further certify that the land given by Judge Vanderburgh is, in my opinion, fully adequate in value to 


the tract he got in exchange for it. 
JOHN RICE JONES. 


VincennES, November 12, 1806. 
Vincennes, November 27, 1806. 


We understand that Judge Vanderburgh has gone into an elaborate vindication of his conduct, with respect to his 
claim as assignee of Jean Baptiste Beauchéne, in which he no doubt endeavors to invalidate the correctness of our 
conclusions. With this view he has, as we have been informed, obtained from James Johnson, Esq. one of the 
commissioners appointed by Winthrop Sargent, to receive land claims in his absence, and report thereon, purporting 
that he, James Johnson, considered Francois Racine and Jean Baptiste Beauchéne as the same man. That this was 
perfectly well known to Mr. Vanderburgh we have no hesitation in believing, and the changing the name of Fran- 
eois Racine into that of Jean Baptiste Beauchéne, to create an impression in the mind of the Governor that those two 
— — two different persons, forms one of the most exceptionable parts of Mr. Vanderburgh’s conduct 
in this business. 

That James Johnson should have understood so at that time may have been the case, though the last line of the 
entry of the heirs of Beauchéne, (No. 129,) to which we refer you, renders it totally unaccountable, and the character 
he has to this day maintained will hardly permit us to harbor the idea of his being in the secret. We will not at- 
tempt to account for such a palpable inconsistency, but enclose you a copy of the reports of those commissioners to 
the Governor, from No. 51, inclusive, to the end, on which those two claims, with sundry others therein contained, 
were afterwards granted. We also send you the certificate of the other two commissioners, showing how they un- 
derstood them when they recommended them to the Governor. 

Mr. Vanderburgh has insinuated that he had no notice of the discovery of his mistakes, as he terms them; we do 
not know what formal way we might have used, as we had no serjeant-at-arms, but the enclosed certificate of General 
Gibson will prove that he was sufficiently informed of the circumstance. 

We have the honor to be, respectfully, your most obedient servants, 
JOHN BADOLLET. 
NATHANIEL EWING. 


ALBERT GALLATIN, Esq. ‘a iad 
OVEMBER 19, . 


We, the undersigned, being appointed commissioners, in conjunction with James Johnson and Henry Vander- 
burgh, Esqrs. by Winthrop Sargent, Esq. then acting as Governor of the Northwestern territory, for the purpose 


of ~~ and reporting to him such claims to land as we should find just, amongst the claims thus reported 


by us were the two following: ; 
No. 51. ** Angelique Racine four arpents by forty, at the Big Hill, which was granted and allotted to her father, 


Francois Racine, upwards of thirty yearsago. Pierre Cartier and Jean Baptiste Potwin prove the grant, allotment, 
and cultivation, in which they aided, in company with the said Racine. The land is three miles east of the village, 
or thereabouts. Decotteaux also proves the above.” 

No. 129. The heirs of Jean Baptiste Beauchéne, one of the first settlers of this country, claim one hundred and 
sixty arpents of land joining the donation. The land has been called for more than forty years Beauchéne’s Cote, 
after the owner’s name. This land, from the best information, though not positively proven, seems to have been as- 
signed him by the Government of this place upwards of forty yearsago. The claim, therefore, appears to have gained 
strength from its great antiquity; and, from this consideration, we are induced to recommend it to your particular 
attention. Beauchéne died in the country, and never owned any other land. 

The above two claims we considered as the claims of two distinct persons, and reported them as such to the 


Governor. 
R. BUNTIN. 
VIGO. 


Srcrerary’s Orrice, Vincennes, Vovember 19, 1806. 


I do certify, that, shortly after the mistake was discovered by the Commissioners of the Land Office, respecting 
two claims laid before them for land by Henry Vanderburgh, Esq. I informed him that a mistake had been made 
in his entries; and, to the best of my recollection, I told him it would be necessary for him to go to the commission- 
ers’ office to have it rectified: the answer he gave was, that if he was called on he would go, or words to that effect. 

JOHN GIBSON, Secretary Indiana Territory. 
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9th ConreeEss] No. 137. [2d Session. 








APPLICATION FOR AN EXCHANGE OF CERTAIN SCHOOL LANDS IN OHIO. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, JANUARY 15, 1807. 
DecemBeEr 25, 1806. 


Whereas, by an act of Congress entitled “An act in addition to, and in modification of, the'propositions con- 
tained in the act entitled An act to enable the people of the eastern division of the territory northwest of the river 
Qhio to form a constitution and State Government, and for the admission of such State into the Union, on an equal 
footing with the original States, and for other purposes, it is provided, that so much of that tract, commonly called 
the Virginia military reservation, as will amount to one thirty-sixth part of the whole tract, is granted for the use of 
schools within the same, and to be selected by the Legislature of the State of Ohio out of the unlocated lands in 
that tract, after the warrants issued from the State of Virginia shall have been satistied.”” And whereas it is repre- 
sented that there will be, after the 22d of March next, upwards of one hundred thousand acres of legal Virginia 
military warrants unsatisfied, besides nearly half the quantity of resolution warrants, and that the persons holding 
those warrants do not consider themselves bound by the act of Congress passed the 23d of March, 1804, prohibit- 
ing the location of Virginia military warrants between the Scioto and Little Miami rivers, after three years from the 
mgs 3 of said act, there being no limitation mentioned in the act of the Legislature of Virginia granting lands to 
ner officers anc soldiers, nor in her reservation, for satisfying those claims when she ceded her territory northwest 
of the river Ohio to the United States, which may cause much difficulty, litigation, and expense, should the Legis- 
lature of this State adopt measures for ascertaining and disposing of said surplus lands, agreeably to the provisions 
of the above recited acts and, as the quantity of land, after satisfying said warrants, will probably be deficient, and 
the quality much inferior to any land in the State, the expense of ascertaining and laying off such detached frac- 
tions will nearly amount to the value of the surplus Jand: therefore, Resolved, by the General Assembly of the State 
of Ohio, that our Senators and Representatives in the Congress of the United States be requested to use their ex- 
ertions to obtain a grant from Congress for a tract of land equal to the one thirty-sixth part of the land between 
the Scioto and Little Miami rivers, in any part of the unappropriated lands of the United States within this State, 
for the use of schools within the Virginia military district, in lieu of the donation heretofore granted by Congress 
for that purpose; and that the Governor be, and is hereby requested to transmit copies of the foregoing resolution te 


our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 
. ABRAHAM SHEPHERD, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
THOMAS KIRKER, 
Speaker of the Senate. 
“SECRETARY OF STATE’S waa 
Chillicothe, Ohio. 
I do certify that the foregoing resolution is a correct copy of the original roll in my office. 


WILLIAM CREIGHTON, Jun. Secretary of State. 
January 3d, 1806. 





9th ConGREss. ] No. 138. [2d Session. 





RECOGNITION OF CERTAIN GRANTS OF LAND MADE BY VIRGINIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 27, 1807. 


Mr. Boy ze, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Thomas Rogers, made the 
following report: 


That two tracts of land, of five thousand acres each, lying on the north side of the Tennessee river, near its con- 
fluence with the Ohio, were granted by the State of Virginia, by patents bearing date the 12th of October, 1788, to 
John Rogers, deceased, under whom the petitioner claims for himself and others. When granted, these lands were 
within the limits of Virginia, and are now within the limits of Kentucky. Prior to the emanation of the patents, 
but subsequent to the location and survey of the lands thus granted, the United States, by a treaty concluded at 
Hopewell, with the Chickasaw nation of Indians, acknowledged their title to extend to the ridge between the Ten- 
nessee and Cumberland rivers, including within the Indian boundary the two tracts above mentioned. ‘The Chicka- 
saws having by a late treaty with the United States relinquished their title to these lands, the petitioner prays that 
the claimants, under the grantee from the State of Virginia, may be confirmed in their right, or that other lands equai 
in value may be given to them. | 

The necessity of this application must have been suggested by an idea that the grants from Virginia were vitiated 
by the treaty of Hopewell. But this idea does not appear to the committee to be corrects they do not conceive that 
the species of title which is acknowledged by the treaties of the United States to be vested in the Indians, annihi- 
lates the sovereignty of the State on their right of soil, in those portions of territory which, within their respective 
limits, are covered by Indian titles. The right which the Indian derives from nature must, from his vagrant hunt- 
ing state of society, be confined to the temporary use of the land, except to those of which he is in the actual posses- 
sion. This, it is believed, is the extent to which the Indian title is acknowledged by the treaties of the United 
States, while the permanent fee simple is vested in, and remains with, the States, respectively; or, in the United 
States, where the States have ceded to them. 

It is the opinion of the committee that the gion made by the State of Virginia to John Rogers, deceased, vested 
in him and his heirs the fee simple estate in the land, subject to the incumbrance of the Indian title, and that no 
act of Congress is necessary to guaranty the right. 

Resolved, therefore, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition. 























1807.) LAND CLAIMANTS UNDER THE KING OF GREAT BRITAIN. 583 








9th ConeRreEss. ] No. 139. - [2d SzEssion. 


LAND CLAIMANTS UNDER A PROCLAMATION OF THE KING OF GREAT BRITAIN OF 17653. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 3, 1807. 


Mr. Boye, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of sundry officers who 
served in America during the war between France and Great Britain, made the following report: 


That the —- for themselves and others, claim of the United States certain lands, by virtue of a procla- 
mation of the King of Great Britain, issued on the 7th of October, 1763. An authenticated copy of the proclamation 
has been referred to the committee, by which it appears that the King, to testify his approbation of the conduct and 
bravery of the officers and soldiers of his armies, and to reward the same, commanded and empowered the Governors 
of his three new colonies, and all other Governors of the severai provinces of the continent of North America, to 
grant, without fee or reward, to such reduced officers as had served in North America during the then late war, 
and to such private soldiers as had been, or thereafter should be, disbanded in America, and were then actually re- 
siding there, and should personally apply for the same, the several quantities of land specified in the said proclama- 
tion, subject, at the expiration of ten years, to the same quit-rents as other lands are subject to in the province within 
which they are granted ; as also subject to the same conditions of cultivation and improvement. 

It further appears, as stated by the petitioners, that a number of officers of the Pennsylvania battalion met at 
Lancaster, in Pennsylvania, in the year 1773; and, in order to avail themselves of the provisions of the proclamation. 
deputed the late General Thompson to locate, in one of the royal governments, the quantities of land to which they 
conceived themselves entitled by the proclamation. ; 

It appears by an original document, in possession of the committee, that, on the 16th of December, 1773, an order 
was made by the Governor and council of Virginia, permitting officers and soldiers to locate their lands wheresvever 
they should think proper, so as not to interfere with legal surveys or actual settlements. 

‘The committee cannot determine whether this order was considered as extending to all officers and soldiers en- 
titled under the said proclamation, or only to such as had served in the Virginia line. The general terms in which 
the order is expressed would seem to warrant the former construction; but, from a report made by a committee of 
the Virginia Legislature, in the year 1783, it appears that application was made to the Governor and council of Vir- 
ginia, in 1774, by the agent of these associated officers, for leave and permission to survey and lay off the portions of 
and which they were respectively entitled to under the proclamation of 1763. That the Governor and council were 
of opinion that the claim of the said officers was well founded, and a commission was thereupon granted by the 
masters of William and Mary college, to Captain William Thompson, 2 ointing him either a principal or deputy- 
surveyor for the purpose of making the said surveys within Virginia. ‘ = said Thompson, being duly authorized, 
proceeded to make the surveys, and, as stated by the petitioners, did actually make and complete them on Salt Lick 
river, then in Virginia, now in Kentucky. | The committee, without suggesting a doubt as to the surveys being ac- 
tually made, will only remark, that the only evidence of the fact produced to them is a plot said to be a copy from 
the original, (which has been lost) on which is designated the several sections allotted to the respective officers; and 
such survey seems to be recognized by the report to the Virginia Legislature above referred to. 

It is further stated by the petitioners, and also appears by the report already referred to, that the said William 
Thompson, when he had completed a draft of the surveys, and made the necessary arrangements with the associated 
officers for the completion of the titles, proceeded, in the year 1775, to the office in Virginia, for the purpose of re- 
turning the said surveys, and having them duly accepted; but, as a previous condition to their acceptance, it was re- 
quired of him that he should take an oath of allegiance to the King of Great Britain, which, as a patriot, from prin- 
ciples of attachment to his country, he refused to take, and, consequently, the surveys were not accepted, and the 
patents were not issued. . ; 

Captain Thompson and a number of the said officers jommed the American armies, and the claims of the said 
officers were not further prosecuted till after the return of peace in the year 1783. 

By an act of the Legislature of Virginia, passed in the year 1779, it is provided, that “ no claim within this com- 
monwealth for military services, founded on the King of Great Britain’s proclamation, shall hereafter be allowed, 
except a warrant for the same shall have been obtained from the Governor ot Virginia, during the former Government, 
or ete such services were performed by an inhabitant of Virginia, or in some regiment or corps actually raised 
within the same; in either of which cases, the claimant making due proof in any court of record, and producing a 
certificate thereof to the Register of the Land Office, within the term of twelve months.” 

It appears that the said officers made application to the Legislature of Virginia, in the year 1783, by their agent, 
Dr. John Morgan, for redress. 

Their memoria! and petition was referred to a committee, who reported a resolution adverse to their claims; 
which report is said to have been agreed to by the House. 

The committee have detailed the principal facts that have come to their knowledge, relative to the claims of these 
officers; which statement of facts they believe is materially correct. 

They now proceed to the consideration of the merits of the claims as made against the United States. 

The committee would think themselves warranted in recommending to the House, ‘* That leave be given the 
petitioners to withdraw their petition,” on the ground that they have failed to produce sufficient evidence that any 
of the persons for whom they claim come fairly within the provisions of the proclamation; but, under the impression 
that — such evidence may be obtained, they have thought it their duty to examine the subject on the general 

rinciple. 

. The committee do not consider the King’s proclamation as a grant, but only as a conditional promise to grant 
lands to these officers and soldiers on more favorable terms than those on which the crown lands were generally 
offered; such of these officers and soldiers as did not avail themselves of that promise and of those favorable terms, 
while the ey proposed to be granted rested in the crown, cannot, after the property has passed to another 
sovereignty, legally plead the promise of the former for a grant from the latter. If a contrary principle should be 
established, the several States, and the United States, now vested with the property of lands formerly belonging to 
the King of Great Britain, would be under obligations to dispose of it on the same terms as formerly offered under 
the colonial Government, at least to those who were inhabitants of the colonies. 

Had those claimants applied for their lands within a reasonable time after the proclamation issued, it is evident 
no obstacle would have lain in the way of the completion of their titles. It appears that many who were entitled, 
under the proclamation, never did apply for their lands; that others did after a lapse of ten years: this extraordinary 
neglect and delay, whilst it appears to have been the sole cause of their eventually failing to obtain their grants, 
must be wholly ascribable to themselves, and that circumstance must have a direct bearing on any equitable consi- 
derations that may be urged in their favor. 

In regard to that class of claimants who deputed General Thompson, and for whom regular location and surveys 
were made, under an order of the Governor and council of Virginia, your committee are of opinion that the location 
and survey fixed the claim, and identified the lands claimed by the persons for whom they were made; and as no 
part of the lands so located and surveyed is now, or ever was, the property of the United States, and as the inability 
of the claimants to perfect their titles to such lands did not result from any act of the General Government, the 
committee are unable to discover any principle, either legal or equitable, on which redress can be claimed of tie 
United States. If an inceptive title to the lands so located and surveyed had at all vested, it must, if at all, be 
perfected to those identical lands; if such title never did vest, the claimants are thrown back to the situation of those 
who never did apply; and, with them, are precluded from a compensation in lands from the United States, by the 
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terms of the several acts of cession of the individual States, and by the general principles and practice of the Federal 
Government. 

The General Government has been considered, and the committee believe correctly, as a new sovereignty, erected 
by a confederacy of States; its powers and property were not derived from the King of Great Britain; and, not being 
successor to him in the property he lost in America, cannot be liable to the payment of his debts, to perfect his gra- 
tuitous offers, or be under obligations to fulfil his promises. The faith of the General Government is not pledged 
for satisfying demands which have originated previous to its own existence; it is only bound for the payment of debts 
created by its authority, and debts incurred in the common defence by individual States, which may have been as- 
sumed by the United States. 

The proceeds of the public lands are solemnly pledged as a fund for the payment of the public debts, not only 
by act of Congress, but by compacts entered into with the individual States who have made cessions of territory. 
The several deeds of cession, though differing in form, do all specially provide for the claims and classes of claims 
which shall be satisfied in lands, and then explicitly stipulate that the residue of the lands ** shall be considered as 
a common fund for the use and benefit of the United States of America,” and “shall be faithfully and bona fide 
disposed of for that purpose, and for no other use or purpose whatsoever.” Congress, by accepting the cessions on 
these terms, become specially bound as to the application of the proceeds, and are not at liberty to divert the fund 
from the uses to which it has been solemnly pledged. 

From the view the committee have taken of the subject, they are of opinion that the claimants, under the procla- 
mation of 1763, have no claim on the United States. They. therefore, respectfully submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners ought not to be granted. 


9th ConcreEss. ] No. 140. [2d_ Session. 








APPLICATION TO CONFIRM AN INDIAN GRANT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 17, 1807. 


Mr. Jerem1aH Morxow, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of George 
Ash, made the following report: : 


It appears that the petitioner was made a prisoner by the Indians in the early part of his life, and remained with 
them until the treaty of Greenville; that the Indians had promised to give hima tract of Jand of four square miles, on 
the west side of the Ohio, opposite the mouth of Kentucky river, and for which tract they have since given him a con- 
veyance in regular form; that he has settled and made improvements on the said land, and prays that Congress 
will confirm to him the Indian grant. ; 

It appears the Delawares and Shawanees claimed to be the proprietors of the land in which the petitioner’s grant 
is included. The conveyance is signed by seven Indians, styling themselves chiefs of the Delaware and Shawanee 
nations. and was made subsequent to the treaty of Greenville, to which those natious were parties. By that treaty, 
e Indians have strictly bound themselves not to dispose of or sell their lands, or any part of them, to any but the 

Jnited States. 

The grant having been made contrary to law and the express provision of the treaty, is, of course, void. The 
committee cannot recommend a confirmation of the grant; they believe it might encourage intriguing and unprin- 
cipled men in serious abuses, and in future be a source of much evil: but, from the peculiar circumstances of the case, 
the petitioner having been deprived of his liberty in early life, and, consequently, of an opportunity of acquiring 
property by his industry; and that the principal part of his labour, since he has been restored to liberty, has been 
employed in making improvements on the land, probably under an idea that the Indian grant vested him with a 
title, they think that he is in justice entitled to a preference in purchasing the land on which he has settled. They, 
therefore, submit the following resolution: ; 

Resolved, That George Ash be entitled to a right of pre-emption for six hundred and forty acres of land, includ- 
ing his improvement, and the same shall be granted to him on his payment of the purchase money, agreeably to 
the provisions made by law for lands sold at private sale. 





9th Concress. ] No. 141. [2d Sesston. 





CLAIM OF THE UNITED STATES TO LANDS IN TENNESSEE. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, FEBRUARY 17, 1807. 


Mr. Brap ey, from the committee appointed to inquire whether any, and, if any, what further proceeding is neces- 
sary to carry into effect the provisions of an act, entitled ‘‘ An act to authorize the State of Tennessee to issue 
grants and perfect titles to certain lands therein described, and to settle the claims to the vacant and unappropri- 
ated lands within the same,” reported: . 

That, in the absence of the Honorable Joseph Anderson, one of the Senators from the State of Tennessee, who has 
not attended Congress during the present session, the committee proceeded to examine the act of the State of Ten- 
nessee, entitled ** An act to appoint agents to settle the dispute existing between this State and the United States, 
relative to the vacant and unappropriated lands within this State, and to procure the relinquishment of the claim of 
the United States to the same,” passed November 14th, 1801; and find that, in and by said act, the State of Ten- 
nessee did authorize their Senators and Representatives, or their successors, or a majority of them, to procure from 
the United States a relinquishment of their claim to the lands in the State of ‘Tennessee, in such manner, and upon 
such terms, as to the said ageats might seem proper; and, being fully satisfied that the powers vested in the Sena- 
tors and Representatives from the State of Tennessee, signers of the hereinafter recited instrument, are ample and 
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sufficient to carry into effect, on the part of the State of Tennessee, the provisions of the aforesaid act of Congress, 
the committee have received from them the following instrument, signed and sealed by them respectively, to wit: 

‘Be it remembered, that we, the undersigned, Senators and Representatives in the Congress of the United 
States, from the State of Tennessee, do hereby make known, that, in pursuance of the power in us vested, by an act 
of the General Assembly of the State of ‘Tennessee, entitled ** An act to appoint agents to settle the dispute between 
this State and the United States, relative to the vacant and unappropriated lands within this State, and to procure 
the relinquishment of the claim of the United States to the same;” and by a resolution of the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the State of ‘Tennessee, passed in the year one thousand eight hundred and two, as instructions 
therein; we do, in consideration of the provisions made in the act of Congress, entitled ** An act to authorize the 
State of Tennessee to issue grants and perfect titles to certain lands therein described, and to settle the claims to 
the vacant and unappropriated lands within the same,” for and in behalf of the State of ‘Tennessee, agree and de- 
clare, that all right, title, and claim, which the State of Tennessee hath to the lands lying west and south of the fol- 
lowing line, to wit: beginning at the place where the eastern or main branch of Elk river shall intersect the southern 
boundary line of the State of ‘Tennessee: from thence, running due north, until said line shall intersect the northern 
or main branch of Duck river; thence down the waters of Duck river, to the military boundary line, as established 
by the seventh section of the act of North Carolina, entitled ‘* An act for the relief of the sibiere and soldiers of 
the continental line, and for other purposes,” passed in the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three; 
thence with the military boundary line, west, to the place where it intersects the Tennessee river; thence down the 
waters of the Tennessee river, to the place where the same intersects the northern boundary line of the State of 
Tennessee, shall hereafter forever cease; and the lands aforesaid, lying south and west of the line aforesaid, within 
the limits of the State of Tennessee, shall be and remain at the sole and entire disposition of the United States, and 
shall be exempted from every disposition or tax made by order, or under the authority of, the State of Tennessee, 
— the same shall remain the property of the United States, and for the term of five years after the same shall be 
sold. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto signed our names, and affixed our seals. 


Done at the city of Washington, this twenty-third day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 


hundred and seven. 
DANIEL SMITH. [z. s. 
WILLIAM DICKSON. b. s.] 
G. W. CAMPBELL. Lz. s.] 
JOHN RHEA. [1.s.] 
In presence of 
Samuet A. Otis, Secretary of the Senate of the United States. 
Joun Becxey, Clerk of the House of Representatives of the United States. 


Whereupon 
Resolved, That the Senate do approve of the aforesaid instrument, and order the same to be entered at large on 
the Journal; and the Secretary is hereby desired to cause the original instrument to be deposited in the office of the 

Secretary of State. 
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REFUGEES FROM CANADA AND NOVA SCOTIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DEC. 22, 1807. 


Mr. Tuomas, from the committee to whom were referred two reports of the Secretary of War, the Secretary and 
Comptroller of the ‘Treasury, commissioners under the act of Congress, passed the 7th April, 1798, entitled 
** An act for the relief of the refugees from the British provinces of Canada and Nova Scotia,” made the fol- 
lowing report: 


That, when the American people formed the intention of throwing off their allegiance to the King of Great 
Britain, and to establish an independent Government, they contemplated including those of the provinces of Canada 
and Nova Scotia, as well as those of the other States; and, with this view, endeavored to unite the people of those 
provinces in the common cause. No doubt from a persuasion that the whole would stand or fall together, a number 
of the inhabitants of these provinces, which were, for the most part of the Revolutionary war, in the possession of 
oa enemy, abandoned their homes, fled to the other States, and joined their efforts with the friends of the Revo- 

ution. 

That, when peace was concluded in 1783, and the independence of these States acknowledged by Great Britain, 
these provinces were not included, but left under the power of the British King, and, consequently, the property of 
all such as had taken a part against him in the war was of course confiscated. 

That Congress, from a just sense of the distressed situation of those who had emigrated from these provinces to 
joia the standard of American freedom, and thereby had provoked the vengeance of their King, did, by a resolution, 
the same year peace was concluded, pledge the faith of the nation to remunerate, by a grant of land, these people 
for their losses and sufferings. 

That nothing further, however, was done respecting it, under the old Confederated Government, nor until 1798, 
when an act was passed setting apart a tract of land for the purpose of compensating those sufferers, prescribing the 
mode in which proof of their services, sacrifices, and sufferings should be exhibited, and appointing the Secretary 
of War, the Secretary and Comptroller of the ‘Treasury, commissioners to examine those claims, and report on the 
same to Congress; allowing to those of the first class a quantity not exceeding one thousand acres; and, to the last 
class, a quantity not exceeding one hundred; making such intermediate classes as the resolutions aforesaid, and dis- 
tributive justice, might, in their judgment, require; and that, in case any such claimant should have sustained 
such losses and sufferings, or performed such services for the United States, that he could not justly be classed in 
any one general class, a separate report should be made of his circumstances, together with the quantity of land that 
ought to be allowed him, having reference to the foregoing rates. The period for exhibiting such claims was, by this 
act, linited to two years; but, by another act of March 6, 1804, the first mentioned act was revived, and continued 
in force for two years. ae 

Under these acts, the said commissioners have made the two reports in question; one in favor of the following 
persons, to wit: the widow of the late General Moses Hazen, one thousand six hundred acres; Elijah Ayre, senior, 
one thousand acres; Elijah Ayre, junior, three hundred and twenty acres; and Anthony Burk, two hundred and 

_fifty acres; all of which are included in one general report. ‘The other report in favor of two others, to wit: Chloe 
Shannon, the wife of James Noble Shannon, and relict of Obadiah Ayre, deceased, one thousand two hundred and 
eighty acres; and to James Ruland, nine hundred and sixty acres, also in one general report, without. in either of the 
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two reports, any specification of the particular circumstances attending the two cases, in which the claimants are 
allowed more than one thousand acres each. 

Upon a view of these facts, the committee doubt whether it will be consistent with the provisions of the said 
act, or a due exercise of that discretion which seems thereby to have been reserved to Congress, under a view of 
the special circumstances of the case, when spread before them by a special report of the commissioners, to allow 
to any one claimant a larger quantity than one thousand acres, when no such special report has been made in his 
favor. 

Being, however, of opinion that the aforesaid report furnished sufficient evidence that the two persons to whom 
more than one thousand acres are allowed are fairly entitled to at least one thousand acres each, being the greatest 
quantity which the commissioners could allow to any one claimant in such general report, the committee, therefore, 
submit a bill, conformably to that opinion, and confirming}the grants to the other claimants, agreeably to the said 
reports. 





10th Concress. ] No. 143. [ist Srsston. 








QUANTITY AND QUALITY OF PUBLIC LANDS IN THE ORLEANS TERRITORY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 23, 1808. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, January 23, 1808. 
Sir: 

I had the honor to receive your letter of the 20th instant, requesting such information as may be in the Trea- 
sury Department, relative to the quantity and quality of lands belonging to the United States in the Orleans terri- 
tory. 
ii is understood that the eastern district of that. territory, included between the Iberville and the lakes, the sea 
and the Chafalaya, or western arm of the Mississippi, is every year overflowed, with the exception of a narrow 
strip on the banks of the Mississippi, and of the several creeks or bayous which intersect the country. Although 
the greater and most valuable portion of the land, bordering on the water-courses, and fit for cultivation, belongs 
to individuals, it has been stated that there still remained on the Chafalaya, and several of the bayous, many unap- 
propriated, and, although narrow, yet very valuable tracts. ‘The remainder is at present an immense swamp, the 
greater part of which cannot be recovered without much labor and capital. 

It is well known that the western boundaries of the western district are not ascertained; and the President has, 
for the present, directed that the surveys should not be extended west of a meridian passing by Natchitoches. 

The Surveyor General has reported that the tract included between that meridian and the Chafalaya, and bounded 
on the north by the Red river, and on the south by the sea, would probably contain from one hundred: and eighty 
to two hundred townships, or about four millions and five hundred thousand acres; from which quantity must be 
deducted the settlements of Attacapas and Opelousas, and those bordering on Red river. It is probable that this 
will leave near four millions of acres of public lands. The returns of ten townships only have been received at 
the treasury; and the enclosed memorandum, extracted from the field notes, will show the general quality of the 
land contained in them. f ; ; 

I have no information relative either to the quantity or quality of the lands north of Red river; but I beg leave 
to refer you to the papers which | put in your hands on the subject of Bapstrop’s and Grand Maison’s grants. 

I have the honor to be, very respectiully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 

Honorable Joun Bovis, Chairman Land Committee in Congress. 


The returns of townships surveyed in the Orleans territory, together with the field notes, received at the treasury, are: 


























Ranges west | Townships 

of basis meri-{north or south} Predominant quality from the field notes. 

dian. of latitude 31°| 
1 1 north, | Excepting a small quantity of rich land, mostly poor sandy pine Jand. 
2 1 north, | In hickory and oak woods, rich; in pine, lands poors pine predominant. 
Q 2 north, With some exception, sandy and broken land. 
2 3 north, | Nearly equal proportions of poor, broken, hilly, middling, and rich lands. 
3 3 north, | All pine land, some poor, some middling, some broken and hilly. 
4 3 north, | Some rich bottom; middling and poor land nearly equal; pine. 
3 5 south, | With small exception, nearly equal part of poor level land and prairie. 
4 5 south, | Generally poor level lands, and prairies, interspersed with pine woods. 
5 5 south, | Generally rich lands, the rest level sandy land in lofty pines. 
6 5 south, | Level land of middle quality; good pine timber. 

The whole containing, ° - 231,894 acres. 


Mr. Pease, in his letter of 5th November, 1807, on the authority of Mr. Fitz, states that the territory contains 
one hundred and eighty or two hundred townships, from which deduct the above ten townships, and between one 
hundred and seventy or one hundred and ninety remain to be surveyed, 

10 townships, - - - - - - - - 231,894 acres. 

190 do. - - . ° - : : - 4,370,000 


—_—_—- 





Estimate of the Comptroller of the territory west of Mississippi, - - - 4,601,894 
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CLAIMANTS UNDER THE GEORGIA GRANTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, FEBRUARY 5, 1808. 


To the honorable the Senate and the honorable House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled: the respectful memorial and petition of the subscribers, citizens of the State of New York, showeth: 


That they became purchasers under various circumstances, and at different times and prices, of large tracts of 
land, within the limits of the lands: granted by the State of Georgia to sundry companies, lying in the waters of the 
Tennessee, ‘Tombigbee, and Mississippi rivers; that your memorialists, confiding in the validity of the grants of said 
State, and having no knowledge or suspicion of any matter or cause that could affect the title founded thereon, paid 
large sums of money for the lands thus purchased by them; that, after the said grants had been declared void by a 
subsequent Legislature of the said State of Georgia, and after that State had made a cession to the United States, 
with a reservation of five millions of acres of the said land to be applied, as your memorialists understood at the 
time, to the satisfaction of their claims on the said Jand, on the ground of a reasonable and equitable compromise, 
they have waited for several years in the hope and expectation that some such compromise would have been made, 
but have been hitherto disappointed: on the cohtrary, the United States are proceeding to sell certain parts of the 
said lands, and Congress have passed an act or acts making it unlawful for your memorialists and others claiming 
under the original grants of the said State of Georgia, to exert those acts of ownership which would have led to 
a regular judicial examination and decision of their right, and which the laws permit in ordinary cases. 

our memorialists were, and still are, desirous of submitting their rights to a regular examination, in any tribunal 
competent to give a final judgment: this they respectfully solicit, and claim as a right founded on natural justice, and 
the sacred principles of our free constitution declaring to your honorable body that they are still willing, as they 
have always been, to submit to any reasonable terms of compromise, on an agreement for that purpose, or to submit 
their claims to the arbitration of honorable and intelligent men. 

Your memorialists appeal with confidence to your honorable body, as the guardians of the public liberty, and the 
just rights of the citizens, that you will in your wisdom provide a method by which they may bring their claims 
before the Supreme Court of the United States, who alone have cognizance of controversies where the United States 
are a party, in order to a definitive judgment thereon; or that you will authorize an equitable compensation to be made 
to them by agreement, arbitration, or otherwise, in lieu thereof; and your memorialists will ever pray. 


G. Ludlow, John F. Champlin, 
Benjamin G. Minturn, B. W. Livingston, 
John R. Wheaton, Leonard Bleecker, 


Daniel Boardman, for self — Peter Griffin, 
Thomas Hunt, Nathl. Prime, 
Jonathan Ogden, Alexander Macomb, 
Alexander “Macomb, assignee “% Henry W. Pierpoint, executor 
the estate of Comfort Sands, of the estate of Wm. Constable. 
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ALTERATION PROPOSED IN SURVEYING THE PUBLIC LANDS IN ORLEANS TERRITORY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 22, 1808. 


Treasury Department, December 19, 1807. 
SIR: 

I understand that there is a considerable quantity of valuable vacant land in the territory of Orleans, lying in 
narrow strips along the margins of rivers and bayous, and surrounded by extensive tracts of inundated land, which 
cannot at present be sold. ‘The laws have directed that the public lands of that territory should be surveyed and 
divided, as nearly as the nature of the country will admit, in the same manner as is provided by law in relation to 
the other public lands. And neither Mr. Briggs nor Mr. Pease have thought themselves under that clause at liberty 
to adopt a different mode of surveying; that of regular townships and sections, divided by north and south, and east 
and west lines, being practicable, although inconvenient, and attended with the useless expense of dividing an un- 
saleable swamp into sections. 

Permit me, therefore, to suggest the propriety of authorizing the surveying of such lands within the alluvial 
country as may be now inhabited, into tracts not exceeding a certain number of acres, but without restrictions of 
shape, or obligation of surveying the adjacent lands. 

I enclose copies of the correspondence on that subject. 


I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Honorable Joun Boyie, Chairman Land Committee. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the anaes ~ Briggs, Esquire, surveyor, &c. Washington, M. T' 
datec 
Treasury Department, May 27, 1805. 


The obstacles which an alluvial and inundated country offers to cultivation and surveying will undoubtedly ren- 
der many deviations from the usual method necessary; and, before any plan whatever shall be adopted, your opinion, 
founded on such local information as you may have obtained, is requested. It appears to me that, in the alluvial 
country, those parts only which now are, or by a low levée may immediately be rendered fit for cultivation, ought 
to be surveyed. This will confine us to the banks of rivers, bayous, and lakes; but a fixed average depth, perhaps, 
of one mile, though extending within the inundated country, may be given to each tract; and however partial or irregu- 
‘lar the surveys, they should be connected one with another, and all of them with some correctly ascertained basis. I 
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throw, for the present, those hints merely for your consideration; and I will also beg leave to suggest, that a basis, which 
would connect the surveys west of the Mississippi with those in the Mississippi territory, would be the most eligible. 
As the Chafalaya begins about three miles below the mouth of Red river, the latitude and longitude of which are as- 
stronomically ascertained, a due west line from some point on the Mississippi, between those two points, say at 31°, 
seems to be recommended as a proper basis, from the consideration of its keeping more clear of the alluvial country 


than any other direction. A meridian, extending from the Red river to the seashore, sufficiently west to be clear of 
the Mississippi inundations, might afterwards be run. ‘The most eligible spot, exclusively of local considerations, 
from which to begin that meridian on Red river, would be Natchitoches, and, next to it, the Rapids. 






Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury to Isaac Briggs, Esq. Surveyor General, Washington, M. T. 


Treasury Department, July 2, 1805. 


3dly. So much of the alluvial or inundated country, lying between the Mississippi and the Fourche on the easts 
and the Chafalaya on the west, and also west of Chafalaya, as may be considered at present to be fit for cultivation. 
It is believed that no part of that large extent can now be inhabited, except some margins along the several streams 
or bayous, as is the case along the Mississippi and the Fourche. ‘The best mode, therefore, which presents itself, 
is to meander the principal streams, and particularly the Chafalaya, from its commencement to its discharge into 
the sea, and its water communications with the rivers Opelousa, Attacapa, and Feche, surveying, at the same time, 
on each qpargin, and in the best manner which the nature of the country will admit, tracts of one hundred and sixty 
acres, and having as much front, in proportion to their depth, as has been usual in Lower Louisiana. But the best 
method of executing this part of the work is, nevertheless, left discretionary with you, only observing that, although 
townships cannot be laid out, yet the surveys executed there should be connected in some manner with some 
known point on the Mississippi, and with some part of the ranges of townships hereafter mentioned. I will also 
add, that, as the mouth of the river Feche is understood to afford the best harbor between the mouth of the Missis- 
sippi and that of the Trinity river, a survey of the Chafalaya, from its commencement (in or about thirty-one degrees 
north latitude,) to the place where it is said to communicate with the Feche, and thence by such communication, 
and down the Feche, to the seashore, is considered asimportant, and the first part of the work to be executed. I say 
nothing of the Mississippi itself, nor of the lands lying either in the island of New Orleans, or on the opposite side of 
the river east of the Fourche, on a presumption that no body of land remains there vacant which would defray the 
expense of a general survey. If you shall think, however, that the margin of the Mississippi, at least from Concord 
to the settlements of Pointe Coupée, is susceptible of immediate cultivation, you may survey the same as the other 
rivers of that alluvial tract. 

4thly. As many ranges of township to be laid out west of Chafalaya, and of its inundation, and from Red river 
to the seashore, as the funds appropriated by Congress will permit us to survey, not going, however, further west 
than the meridian of Natchitoches. In relation to this last part of the work, you will be pleased to attend to the 
fullowing circumstances: Ist. Although those townships must commence at some distance from the Mississippi, it 
is necessary, nevertheless, that they should be connected by a line running due east and west, and accurately sur- 
veyed, with some known point on that river; and the 31st degree of latitude, as a continuation of Mr. Elliott’s boun- 
dary line, seems the most eligible. 2dly. In that part of the country which has already been granted to individuals, 
and is actually inhabited, including the several districts of Attacapas, Opelousa, Avoyette, and Rapids, the exterior 
lines only of the townships should be run, until the claims shall have been ascertained according to law, when the 
subdivisions will, of course, be made: and it will be necessary to inform both the white inhabitants and several small 
tribes of Indians, who are scattered through that territory, that the running of such lines will not in the least affect 
their rightful claims, and that the object is only to ascertain the vacant land, and to connect the whole together. 

The country is yet so little known here, that, notwithstanding the discretion vested in you, it will, perhaps, be 
found that some of the above instructions, which you might consider as imperative, cannot be carried into effect. 
In points which will not to yourself appear very important, and may not admit of delay, you may make such altera- 
tions as you will think necessary. But it will be more acceptable, in essential points, that you should state the 
objections and propose a substitute. In whatever manner the surveys may be executed, your assistants must be 
directed to make a very correct return of the nature and growth of the soil, of the depth of the rivers or bayous, of 
the elevation of the waters during the inundation, and of their greatest depression, and particularly of the depth of 
the lands not liable to be inundated, or which may be protected by a low levée. 


Extract of aletter from Isaac Briggs, Esquire, late Surveyor General of the United States’ lands south of the 
Tennessee, to the Secretary of the Treasury, dated 


Wasuincton, M.T. 31st of the 8th month, 1805. 


In obedience to thy request. in thy letter of May 27, I now offer an opinion, founded on such local information 
as I have been able to obtain, of the method of survey best adapted to the alluvial country on the Mississippi river. 
My idea coincides with thine, “‘ that those parts only which now are, or by a low levée may immediately be ren- 
dered fit for cultivation, ought to be surveyed.” And, although ** this will confine us to the banks of rivers, bayous, 
and lakes,” it is my opinion that the lines of division ought still to be in the direction of meridians and parallels of 
latitude, and situated where they would be if the township and section lines were traced throughout. In this 
way, the forms of the several parcels of |and would be less irregular, and a general connexion with any well ascer- 
tained point or basis more easily obtained than by the method adopted by the former Government. In the way 
proposed, no front could have to the side lines a greater obliquity than forty-five degrees; and if, at any time 
hereafter, the swamps should be reclaimed, simply producing the lines will connect the surveys in a regular man- 
ner with those in such parts as are at present capable of cultivation. ‘The principle on which surveys were made 
under the preceding Government, seems to be a front on some water-course, and side lines at right angles from the 
extremities of that front. Those side lines often converge to a point, and frequently diverge to a great extent, as 
the front happens to convex or concave. The average depth allowed by grants from the Spanish Government is, 
[ am informed, forty arpents, equal to one English mile and five-elevenths. This is supposed to be generally the 
direct distance from the water-course back to the swainp. ; 

As there must be, for many years to come, extensive intervals of inundated and uninhabitable swamp between 
the habitable margins of the rivers, bayous, and Jakes south of Baton Rouge, and east of a meridian fifteen or twenty 
miles west of Chafalaya, the best chains of connexion with any well ascertained basis will, in my estimation, be a 
careful and accurate survey of each river, bayou, and lake, in the alluvial country. On this survey, as many obser- 
vations for determining latitudes and longitudes as circumstances will admit should be taken, and the calculations 


referred to the Surveyor General’s office. 
Extract of a letter from Seth Pease, Esquire, Surveyor General, to the Secretary of the Treasury, dated 
Wasuineton, M. T. June 30, 1807. 


I find, in your letters of the 27th of May and 2d July, 1805, and in Mr. Briggs’s letter of the 31st of the 8th 
month, of the same year, some remarks on the most eligible mode of surveying that part of the alluvial country be- 
between the Mississippi and the Fourche on the east, and the Chafalaya on the west, and also west of the Chafalaya, 
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as may be considered at present fit for cultivation. As this will become a matter of considerable importance, I take 
the liberty of making the following remarks: , ong a i 

Ist. ‘That the mode you have pointed out appears to be the [most] eligible of the two, as it divides the front of 
the tract more equally than that proposed by Mr. Briggs, which, in my opinion, will greatly enhance the average 
value of the tracts. _ ; peri 

Qdly. The remaining part will probably remain unsurveyed and unsold for many years, and, when sold, it will 
probably be purchased by companies (possessed of large capitals) in large tracts, in order to enable them to reclaim 
the rm from the sea, or inundation of the Mississippi; the timber, however, may soon become a sufficient object to 
individuals to induce them to purchase, where it can be managed to advantage. . 

I do not see that the law authorizes any other mode than the one advised by Mr. Briggs, unless you have a dis- 
cretionary power to order it otherwise. 


10th Coneress. ] ; No. 146. List Session. 





PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS WEST OF PEARL RIVER. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 27TH OF FEBRUARY, 1808. 
Treasury Department, February 27, 1808. 
_ I have received by last mail the list of permissions granted by the po sae of the Land Office west of Pear! 


river, to settlers on lands of the United States, under the act to prevent settlements, passed 3d March, 1807. The 
result is as followeth: 


Number of | Number of acres Total number 

settlers. applied for by each. ; of acres. 
230 320 73,600 
76 160 ; 12,160 
2 200 400 

1 19743 1974 
1 100 100 

Total, 310 86,4574 


These settlers are, therefore, entitled to a right of pre-emption by virtue of the act passed this session. Buta 
difficulty will attend the execution of the law, which seems to require a legislative explanation. By the act of last 
session, the permissions were limited to three hundred and twenty acres for each settlers and it appears that eighty of 
these have applied for less quantities. By the act of this session, the right of pre-emption is given for the tract on which 
such settlers had received permission to remain; and yet it is provided, that such right of pre-emption shall not be for a 
quantity greater than six hundred and forty acres. Tdo not understand whether it be intended still to confine the 
pre-emption to the quantity for which the permission was given, or whether the party shall have a right of preference 
to purchase six hundred and forty acres; and if no explanatory act be passed, I will, of course, take the opinion of 
the Attorney General. Should that opinion limit the pre-emption to the quantity for which the permission was 
granted, it may create discontents, inasmuch as the parties may give a different construction to the law. Should it, 
however, be decided, or positively enacted, that the right of pre-emption may extend to six hundred and forty acres, 
it will be necessary to provide a mode of deciding between conflicting pretensions: for, in many instances, there 
will be vacant land between the permitted settlements, though not sufficient to give to each the fall anantty, Thus, 
if half a section of vacant land lies between two half sections, both settled by persons having a right of pre-emption, 
to which of the two shall the cs of purchasing be given, if both shall claim it? There is no officer designated by 
the act for deciding in such and other doubtful cases. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 





ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Hon. Joun Boyxe, Chairman of the Land Committee. 
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PUBLIC GROUND IN AND ADJACENT TO THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, MARCH 7, 1808, 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 


In the city of New Orleans, and adjacent to it, are sundry parcels of ground, some of them with buildings and 
other improvements on them, which it is my duty to present to the attention of the Legislature. The title to these 
grounds appears to have been retained in the former Sovereigns of the province of Louisiana, as public fiduciaries, 
and for the purposes of the province. Some of them were used for the residence of the Governor, for public offices, 
hospitals, barracks, magazines, fortifications, levées, &c.; others for the town-house, schools, markets, landings, 
and other purposes of the city of New Orleans. Some were held by religious corporations, or persons; others seem 
to have been reserved for future disposition. ‘To these must be added a parcel called the Batture, which requires 
more particular description. It is understood to have been a shoal or elevation of the bottom of the river, adjacent 
to the bank of the suburbs of St. Mary, produced by the successive depositions of mud during the annual inunda- 
tions of the river, and covered with water only during those inundations. At all other seasons it has been used by 
the city immemorially to furnish earth for raising their streets and court-yards, for mortar, and other necessary pur - 
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poses, and as a landing or quay for unloading fire-wood, lumber, and other articles brought by water. This having 
been lately claimed by a private individual, the city opposed the claim on a supposed legal title in itself; but it has 
been adjudged that the legal title was not in the city. [t is, however, alleged, that that title, originally in the former 
sovereigns, was never parted with by them, but was retained in them for the uses of the city and province, and, 
consequently, has now passed over to the United States. Until this question can be decided under legislative 
authority, measures have been taken according to law, to prevent any change in the state of things, and to keep the 
ground clear of intruders. The settlement of this title, the appropriation of the grounds and improvements, formerly 
occupied for provincial purposes, to the same or such other objects as may be better suited to present circumstances, 
the confirmation of the uses in other parcels to such bodies corporate or private, as may of right, or on other rea- 
sonable considerations, expect them, are matters now submitted to the determination of the Legislature. ; 
The papers and plans now transmitted will give them such information on the subject as I possess, and, being 
mostly originals, I must request that they may be communicated from the one to the other House, to answer the 


purposes of both. 
M 808 TH: JEFFERSON. 
MARCH 7, 1808. 
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LAND CLAIMS IN THE DISTRICT OF KASKASKIAS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 7, 1808, 


Treasury Department, March 7, 1808. 


Sir: 
I have the honor to transmit the copy of a letter from the Land Commissioners of Kaskaskias, with sundry en- 


closures. 

The power of laying out two tracts for locating recognized claims is already vested in the Register, with the appro- 
bation of the Secretary of Treasury, but will not be exercised until the amount of claims to be located shall have 
been better ascertained. 

I doubt the propriety of dispensing with the copy of the evidence on which claims may be rejected. The expense 
of transcribing cannot be put in competition with the advantages resulting from having, at the seat of Government, 
documents necessary to repel unfounded claims. 

Considering the great and unexpected mass of business which has come before the commissioners, and how mode- 
rate their compensation, I think a further allowance reasonable. It is not their interest to delay the settlement of 
claims, as their commission on sales will probably exceed the five hundred doliars they receive as commissioners. 


I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


Hon. Joun Boye, Chairman of the Land Committee in Congress. 


Commissioners’ Orrice, Kasxaskias, December 1, 1807. 
Sir: 

This is the third annual communication we have made to our Government, giving the same information, viz: 
that we have not finished our business. We have not finished it yet. Since the return of Mr. Backus from Wash- 
ington, we have taken up the immense mass of suspicious evidence given in before the clerk of the court of the 
district of St. Charles, in Upper Louisiana, who was authorized, with another person, to receive it. 

To our astonishment we find more than seven hundred depositions there given to be perjuries; most of these depo- 
sitions have been given in by persons assuming the names of certain ancient and respectable settlers in this country; 
by calling them forward (for most of them still reside in Upper Louisiana) we have discovered the truth, but a truth 
most embarrassing to us: we have ‘been obliged to reject nearly forty claims to four hundred acres each, which we 
had confirmed to one man on this evidence, and caused to be recorded by our clerk as ultimately decided; our re- 
cords are every where to be altered. 

Besides, more than two hundred depositions have been given in before this Board by persons who have since 
acknowledged their falsity: they found themselves entrapped. 

In reading this detail, sir, you are doubtless surprised at two circumstances: that this Board has been so much 
imposed upon, and that it has permitted the taking of depositions abroad: for the first, it has been impossible to avoid 
it; it has been by a slow and cautious comparison of facts which, from time to time, have dropped out in evidence 
that we have been able to come at that truth which wil! save to the United States so extensive a property: for the 
second, from our instructions, from the precedent set and followed by the two Governors who have preceded us in 
this business, we have been impelled, though very unwillingly, to adopt this practice. Yet it has been fortunate 
that we have done so; the rogues in roaming around the circle of our agents have found a hole in which we have 
caught*them. 

But the most difficult part of this business has been the decision on claims, supported by evidence which we 
could not legally find fault with, but which we could not readily believe; we have here thought proper, on the part of 
the United States, to call on a number of the oldest and most respectable inhabitants of the country; the expense 
will be something to the Government, but it will be infinitely overbalanced by the saving which it will make. We 
have called on these persons for two reasons; first, to get information; and, secondly, to enlist the sound part of this 
community with the Government: we have succeeded. ‘These men, as we expected, have been abused, and we are 
disposed to think it a matter of some merit that we have preserved, and shall preserve, the peace of this country. 

The tract which we last year designated to you, on which to locate the claims of this district, we are now satis- 
fied is too large; we were ignorant where the north and south ‘line we mentioned would run. We enclose a peti- 
tion from the principal claimants, which we think reasonable, as the setting apart two tracts would better accom- 
modate the two counties than one; yet, we are ignorant what amount of claims to land will be confirmed; much less, 
however, than we imagined. 

We enclose a sample of our decisions, as they will appear in our abstracts transmitted to Government, and, of 
consequence, of the difficulties with which we have to struggle; but is it indeed necessary we should send on in 
our report the statement of evidence in al! the rejected claims? You will see, by the specimen, that the writing in a 
thousand rejected claims must be very voluminous; whenever an appeal from our decisions is made to Congress, 
(which may not happen in many cases,) cannot the statement of evidence be called from our records at any time? 

From the loose mauner in which this business has been managed by the Governors and the surveyors, and the 
loose mode of entry by the claimants with the Register, it will necessarily happen that there will be much clashing 
between the claimants, as it respects their boundaries; by whom is this difficulty to be settled? By the decision of 
the surveyor, or by an appeal to the Board? We mention this, as we are ambitious to leave this country, by way of 
exception, in a state of quietude. 
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We shall certainly be able to make our returns to Congress at this session, provided it does not rise early; but a 
law will be absolutely necessary to extend our powers; more especially, as we shall be obliged, in some important 
ye to call out evidence, on the part of the United States, who will not obey our call unless we are legally autho- 
rized. 

We presume it will not be thought that we are mean enough to procrastinate, in order to get such further trivial sum 
as we shall be likely to get from Government, which, for a. business almost as extensive, equally delicate, and far 
more — has paid us our five hundred dollars, and, to the commissioners of Upper Louisiana, two thousand. 
We shall, indeed, sir, think ourselves abused if a further allowance is not made to men, who have been so long 
and so patiently struggling for so paltry a consideration in the — mire and filth of corruption, when, by catching 
the Louisiana gale of last year, we might have rushed through our business, much to the injury of our country, in one 


season. 
To you, sir, in this point, as our protector and our friend, we appeal with confidence. 


We have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servants, 
MICHAEL JONES, 
E. BACKUS. 


Honorable Atsert GauiaTin, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Kasxaskias, November 5, 1807. 


. GENTLEMEN: 
The subscribers, claimants to a large portion of the unlocated claims to land in the district of Kaskaskias, beg you 


to propose the following tracts for the locating of the said claims, viz: beginning on the Mississippi, at the southern 
extremity of range thirteen west, thence east to the meridan line, thence north thirty miles, thence west to the 
Mississippi, at the western extremity of the range No. 9, and thence by the Mississippi to the beginning. 

Another tract, beginning at the mouth of Prairie de Long Creek, a branch of the river Kaskaskias, thence east ten 
miles, thence north to the Indian boundary line, thence west with that line to the Mississippi, at the mouth of the 
Illinois river, thence down the Mississippi river, until it strikes a line drawn west from the mouth of Prairie de Long 
Creek, the place of beginning. The first above mentioned tract contains about fifteen townships; the contents of latter 
tract is not known, but it is believed it will contain about thirty miles square; but in this tract, it will be observed, 
almost all of the settlements in St. Clair county have been made, which will considerably reduce the quantity opened 
for location. 

On the presumption that there are about five hundred thousand acres to be located in your district, and that a 
very great part of the above tracts are Prairies, and without water or timber, they flatter themselves that your influ- 
ence and recommendation will be made use of in their favor, with the Secretary of the Treasury. and, more espe- 
cially, as they have been so long deprived of their donation lands, which ought to have been delivered to them twenty 


years ago. 
J. EDGAR 
J. R. JONES, 
W. MORRISON, 
' W. BIGGS, 
R. MORRISON, 
. GEO. FISHER, 
PIERRE MENARD. 


The Commissioners of the Land Office for the Distract of Kaskaskias. 


To the Board of Commissioners at Kaskaskias.: 
Sr. Crarr County, July 29, 1807. 


Sirs: 

The. memorial of the undersigned, as agent for the settlement on Richland creek, (so called,) states, that the 
said settlement is situated in the hilly country, at the distance of about fourteen miles from the Mississippi river, 
eastwardly, and about sixty miles south of the Illinois river. ‘That it is composed of the persons mentioned in the 
within plot,* who are settled in the order there noted; that those persons whose names are enclosed in said plot, 


within surveyed lines, have confirmed and located rights, amounting to three thousand seven hundred and seventy- 


five acres; that the residue of the said settlers, occupying about six thousand acres of land, whose names are marked 


on said plot, have, without any right, settled upon the public land; but, under the engagement of the Governor of 
the territory that they might procure confirmed rights which were not located, and locate the same upon their said 
settlements: that, with this assurance, many of them have made large improvements; that the said settlers have 
lived in harmony, and are desirous of living in the same neighborhood. Under these circumstances, they request 
from your Board that you would be pleased to recommend to the Secretary of the shape | of the United States 
that a survey, bounded by regular lines, may be made, to include the said settlements, and contain about 
acres of lands and that the said settlers, without any present right, may be permitted to fill up and locate the inter-: 
stices in the said general tract, with confirmed claims not located, which they have, or may hereafter require, in 
such a manner as to cover their said improvements. It is presumed that the Government can have no objection to 
this measure, as the land in the intervals between the said surveys already made is generally of an inferior quality. 
J. MESSENGER, Agent for said Settlement. 





Sir: i 
If this request could be granted, it would certainly conduce to the pn age of a respectable settlement. 
This land lies within the tract last mentioned in the petition of Edgar and others. The vacant tracts between the 
several locations are generally, we are told, of an inferior quality, and desirable only to condense the settlement. 
MICHAEL JONES. 
E. BACKUS. 


Statement of Claims, in virtue of improvements, within the district of Kaskaskias, confirmed by the Governor, 











No. of Claim. Original Claimants. Present Claimants. Quantity and Remarks. 
Peter Deshee, Robert Reynolds, 400 acres. Patented to John Reynolds. 
Blaize Barutel, Wm. McIntosh, 400 acres. ° ' 
Michael Beleau, Angelic Beleau, 50 acres. Confirmed to the heirs. 














* See plot annexed. 
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We find the surveys here, in a great many instances, to be vilely made, and the descriptions in the patents to 
be very vague; no topographical description being ever given by which it may be known in what part of the country 
the a lie. - he patents ought, in our opinion, to be retained, and new ones ought to be issued after the re-surveys 
have been made. 


Statement of Claims, in virtue of improvements, within the district of Kaskaskias, affirmed by the Board. 











No. of Claim. Original Claimants. Present Claimants. Quantity and Remarks. 
Joseph Hanson, Nich. Jarrot, 400 acres. 
Leonard Harnish, L. Harnish, 400 acres. 
Alexis Buyatte. Nich. Jarrot. 400 acres. Affirmed to the legal represent- 
atives of Alexis Buyatte. 

















As these lands have not been surveyed; as the entries of them by the claimants are, in almost all cases, vague; 
and as the patents must be grounded on the surveys, when they shall be made, we have thought it would be of no 
use to the Government to give any description till the plots themselves should be sent on. Are we correct? The 
surveyor will be furnished with a description from our general record. 


Statement of Claims, in virtue of improvements, within the district of Kaskaskias, rejected by the Board. 























No. of Claim. Original Claimants. ; Present Claimants. Quantity and Remarks. 

| John Ash, John Ash, by 3 ) . 
Jean Baptiste Allary,) | Robert Reynolds, 400 acres. Perjury. 
Clement Allary, Nich. Jarrot, 400 acres. Confirmed by the Governor to 

Do. do. Abraham Stallion. 

Samuel Allen, William Whitesides, 400 acres. Subornation and perjury. 

| Johnston Amberson, Johnston Amberson, 400 acres. Proof insufficient. 

|  Lusa Brazan. Robert Reynolds, 400 acres. Deed a forgery, and witness perj’d. 








We hope that a description is unnecessary, as the lands are not surveyed. The entries are vague and the claims: 
rejected. They are described at length on our record. 


Robert Reynolds claims four hundred acres, as assignee of Drusilla Turcourt, administratrix of the estate of 
Joseph Turcourt, deceased, by deed, 10th of June, 1803, in virtue of an improvement by the said Turcourt made, 
situate on the east bank of the Mississippi, below the mouth of the river Marie, in Randolph county. Witnesses, 
James Kinkead, Daniel Smith. ‘ 

Proof. ‘That the said ‘Turcourt occupied this place, being about two miles below the mouth of Cape Cinque- 
homé’s creek, from 1784 to 1794, principally for making sugars that he built a cabin, cleared about, two acres of 
land, and planted about half an acre of corn, &c. ; 

Remarks. The apparent grantor in this case, Drusilla Turcourt, came forward and denied having executed the 
above recited conveyance now on file, and said that the deceased (her husband) never intended to set up any such 
claim. ¢ 
The Board having, in consequence, summoned James Cooper, one of the subscribing witnesses to said convey- 
ance, he, on oath, utterly denied having ever subscribed his name as_a witness to said conveyance, or having any 
knowledge of such an instrument. Pierre Menard, one of the Justices of Court of Common Pleas for the said 
county, before whom the execution of said deed appeared to be proved by the evidence of a certain Comixyxon, 
apparently a subscribing witness to the same, appeared, and on oath stated, that he had never taken the evidence of 
the said Comixyxon relative to the execution of the said instrument; and that his name, subscribed toa certificate 
on the back of said instrument, stating that such evidence had been taken before him, was not written by him; and 
that he never kuew any such transaction. 

The Board reject this claim. 





10th ConcreEss. ] No. 149. [1st Session. 





LAND CLAIMS IN THE MICHIGAN TERRITORY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 7, 1808. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, January 5, 1808, 


I have the honor to enclose a representation from the commissioners appointed to investigate the claims to land 
in the territory of Michigan. It embraces four points, viz: 


ist. An extension of time for entering claims. 
od. A repeal of the provision by which no poet can be confirmed to one person for more than one tract of land. 
3d. A grant in all cases of what is called double concession, or continuation, viz: by allowing eighty arpents in 


th, instead of forty. . ; 
— A provision in favor of actual settlers subsequent to the Ist of July, 1796, when possession was obtained by 


United States. 
“i I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Hon. Joun Bovie, Chairman of the Land Committee in Congress. ’ 
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ano Orrice, Detroit, September 1, 1807. 


We, the undersigned Commissioners of the Land Board, established for the district of Detroit, in the territory 
of Michigan, take the liberty to submit the following representations, to wit: ; 

ist. That an extent of time be granted for entries of claims to lands in the district of Detroit; because the inhab- 
itants who have neglected to enter their claims with the former Commissioners of the Land Office at Detroit are 
poor, illiterate, and uninformed men, many of whom can neither read nor write, and, consequently, have never been 
acquainted with their danger in not entering their claims in due time: with a view to prevent such neglect in future, 
we have not only advertised in English, and French, in every part of this district, but we have obtained from the 
priest of the parish, to read and explain to his Canadian parishioners the absolute necessity for them to apply 
to our Board to have their claims examined and adjusted; in consequence of which a great number of them 
have come before us, whose claims we cannot take cognizance of, because they had not been entered with the for- 
mer commissioners. ‘They now see their unhappy situation, and are wishing and willing to make all necessary 
entries, and fully to comply with the law, if Congress, in their benevolence, were willing to grant a further time. We 
have taken every pains in our power to find out the reasons of their non-compliance with the act of Congress, and 
we are happy to have it in our power to assurefyou that their neglect proceeds entirely from ignorance and want of in- 
formation. [fone year, or even six months, after the rising of Congress, were granted for new entries, we truly be- 
lieve that not a single individual would neglect to secure his claim by an entry with the Register. Unfortunately, one- 
third of the inhabitants are in that predicament. We beg leave to observe, sir, that, incase Congress should refuse 
to grant that extent of time, those people will be completely ruined, and would be compelled to leave the country 
and cross over to the British side, where each of them may receive, gratis, from that Government, two hundred acres 
of land in fee simple. Indeed, we know that already offers of this nature have been made to them, which hitherto 
they have refused, and which they never will accept, if by a new act of Congress they are allowed toenter their 
claims, and keep their farms, on proving their title to the same, agreeably to the act of Congress of the 3d of March, 
1807. We have conversed with a great number of them, have advised them to remain quiet, and have taken upon 
= to assure them that, in all probability, you would patronize their prayer, and that they would be made 
vappy. 

Po That any claimant possessing more than one farm be entitled to receive a patent for each separate tract he 
claims, on proving possession and occupancy previous to the Ist of July, 1796, in conformity to the act of Congress 
of the 3d of March, 1807. We are fully and unanimously of opinion that this prayer ought to be granted, on the 
ground of strict justice artd equity, especially in cases where the claimant can justify a full consideration paid for 
each and every farm, and that no one single farm doth contain more than six hundred and forty acres: from every 
information we have been able to obtain from the record of the former commissioners, and from the best informed 
and most respectable people in this district, we find that few farms claimed exceed four hundred and eighty 
arpents; that very few contain that quantity, and that the greatest number of them are considerably under. Our 
representation at this time does not embrace large tracts granted by the Indian chiefs, on which there are hardly 
any improvements, and some of which are still in a state of wilderness; this species of grants will bet the subject of 
a future communication: our object, at present, is to recommend the granting of farms, which bona fide are improv- 
- <a — and occupied, and were so previous to the Istof July, 1796, and for which valuable considerations 
rave been paid. 

3d. That the old farms on the river Detroit, the greatest number of which contain two or three arpents in front 
by forty in depth, be extended to an equal depth, to wit, eighty arpents. 

In examining with the minutest attention the records of the former commissioners, we find that all the old farms 
on that river were mostly granted by the French Government, and that, with very few exceptions, they generally 
extend to forty arpents in depth, having two or three arpents in front; in examining and adjusting such of the claims 
as have come before us, we are confirmed in that opinion. We think it our duty to observe, that those farms have 
been in cultivation from forty to one hundred years; that the arable land is entirely exhausted, and that most of them 
are without timber for making fences, and even for fire-wood; that, hitherto, the inhabitants have supplied themselves 
with that essential part of their yearly wants on the lands back of their farms; and that, if Congress should refuse 
to extend their farms to eighty acres in depth, they cannot continue to live on the old ground, and support them- 
selves and their families. We will further observe, that,on the other side of the river, the British Government 
have not only confirmed to the inhabitants the possession of their lands, held under an Indian title, but has uni- 
tormly granted to each of them what is commonly called the continuation, that is, forty arpents in depth,.in addi- 
tion to the first forty arpents they had in possession. It appears to us, that it would be a matter of justice and 
equity in our Government to grant that additional quantity of land to the descendants of first French settlers, who 
otherwise would not reap an equal advantage under our Government with the new settlers on river aux Raisins, river 
aux Sables, river aux Roches, river aux Ecorces, and river Rouge, below the city of Detroit, and on river aux 
Hurons, and river St. Clair, above. In granting this, Congress will establish a uniform line back of the farms now 
settled, and parallel with the river Detroit, and thereby distinguish in a clear manner the boundaries of the lands, 
remaining the property of the United States, which may be offered for sale on a future day. We confidently 
hope that our Government will not do less for its citizens than the British Government has done for its subjects. 

Another article of minor consideration, indeed, but still of importance to several individuals,'is, that persons pos- 
sessing no other improvements than such as have been made since the Ist July, 1796, shall be confirmed in one 
tract not exceeding acres, which has been occupied and improved previous to the year 1800, or a later period, 
if thought proper by Congress. It is found that some valuable farmers commenced their improvements soon after 
the Americans took possession of this country, in 1796, and have bestowed on them much labor, who must be ruined 
if they cannot be permitted to hold them. ‘These appear not to have purchased directly of the Indians, nor with a 
knowledge of contravening the laws of the United States, but they purchased of men who showed them Indian 
deeds, and they gave to these men valuable considerations. Some are the sons of the old Canadian settlers, who 
were obliged to provide for themselves elsewhere than on their paternal farms, which were too small to admit of di- 
vision. As no land office existed here that was authorized to sell, they had no opportunity to provide for them- 


selves, but to purchase or take up lands in this manner. 
. STANLEY GRISWOLD, 


PETER AUDRAIN, é Commissioners. 
JAMES ABBOTT, 





To the SecrETARY OF THE TREASURY. 
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No. 150. 
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CLAIMS OF CERTAIN SUBJECTS OF GREAT BRITAIN TO LANDS IN THE TERRITORY OF 
MISSISSIPPI. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, APRIL 22, 1808. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States. 


I transmit to both Houses of Congress a letter from the Envoy of His Britannic Majesty, at this place, to the 
Secretary of State, on the subject of certain British claims to lands in the territory of Mississippi, relative to which 
several acts have been heretofore passed by the Legislature. 

TH: JEFFERSON. 


ApRIL 22, 1808. 
WasuincTon, 4pril 10, 1808. 


Sir: : ; ; 

I have the honor to lay before the Government of the United States, by His Majesty’s commands, a copy of 
a memorial which has been presented to Mr. Canning, His Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for Foreign Af- 
fairs, by several British subjects, proprietors of lands in His Majesty’s late province of West Florida. 

As I have already had the honor of explaining to you the well founded claims which the memorialists have upon 
the justice and liberality of the United States, for some remedy against the effects of a certain act of Congress, 
which was passed on the 2d of March, 1805, entitled “An act further to amend an act entitled An act regulating 
the grants of land, and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United States, south of the State of Tennessee;” 
and as the enclosed memorial, and the documents accompanying it, most fully and clearly exhibit the injury which 
the provisions of that act occasion to their rights and equitable ‘claims upon some of the lands in His Majesty’s late 
province of West Florida therein comprehended. 

I will, therefore, only beg leave to repeat my request that the Government of the United States will be pleased 
to pay a serious and early attention to these facts, now stated and laid before them, fully relying upon the known 
principles of equity and liberality which govern the conduct of nations in amity with each other, that some effectual 
relief will be affurded to the complainants by the timely intervention, in their favor, by the Government of the 
United States. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with very great respect, your most obedient, humble servant, 


D. M. ERSKINE. 
The Hon. James Mapison, &c. 


A. 
To the Right Honorable Lord Hawkesbury, one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, §c. §c. 


The memorial of the undersigned, proprietors of land in His Majesty’s late province of West Florida, respect- 
fully showeth: 


That your memorialists have, with extreme surprise and mortification, recently received the printed paper an- 
nexed, purporting to be an act of the United States of America, in which the interests of your memorialists, and 
of many other British subjects in various parts of the world, are deeply involved. 

That the said act effectually precludes your memorialists from the possibility of substantiating their claims after 
a very limited period, inasmuch as the 5th section thereof compels them to register their vouchers at Natchez, before 
the last day of March, 1804. | j 

That your memorialists will then be dispossessed of property which they had acquired by public services, by 
inheritance, or by purchase, in consequence of a proviso, which, if it were practicable on their part, would expose 
them to the loss of their documents. 

That the Legislature of America do not appear to have been fully aware of the injurious effect of the said section 
with respect to your memorialists: for it cannot be conceived they had it in contemplation without some imputed 
misconduct to deprive individuals of their property, in consequence of having obtained the sovereignty of the 
country. 

Sincstdees: your memorialists most earnestly entreat your lordship’s interference in their behalf, humbly pray- 
ing that you will take their case into consideration, and represent the fatal tendency of the said act, suggesting, as 
the means of affurding the most complete redress, that the British records of West Florida, which have been de- 
livered to the minister of the United States, should be 8 hor and acted upon as valid and decisive in all cases 
whatsoever, and the rights of the various claimants established accordingly, or affording such other relief as your 
lordship, in your wisdom, shall deem adequate, and your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 


Charles Shaw, for Major General Stuart, Arthur Clarke, 


My Lorp: 


Lieutenant General Shaw, and Major 
John Shaw, 

Peter Swanson, for himself and the repre- 

sentatives of John McGillivray, 

William Struthey, 

James McGillivray, and Charles Swede 
Stuart, 

J. Stephenson, for himself, 

K. Lorimer, _ 

Captain Gasling, 

Jonathan Ogden, and John Bradley, 

Wm. Sulteney, 

Archibald Dalzel, 


B. 


John Miller, 

William Ogilvy, for self and John Fal- 
coner, 

Arthur Strother, for himself, 

Thomas Strother, 

James Amoss, and Adam Amoss, 

John Miller, for Major Alexander Mac- 
donald, and Charles Roberts. 

Peter Swanson, for the representatives of 
General Johnston, R. A. and Wil- 
liam Godley, ° 

Edward Brocksopp, for himself and John 
Frederick Bowrne. 


Wasuineton, March 31, 1804, 


Thad the honor to receive, in the evening of the 22d instant, your lordship’s separate despatches of the 9th 
of February, transmitting to me the copy of a memorial which you had received from several proprietors of lands in 
His Majesty’s late province of West Florida, complaining of the injury which. they are likely to sustain from the 


provisions of an act of the American Congress which passed in the course of their last session, and instructing me 
to lose no time in representing the circumstances of the case to the American Government, and to use every exer- 
tion in my power for the purpose of obtaining redress for those persons. 
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I accordingly delivered to Mr. Madison a representation on this subject, of which I have the honor to transmit 
a copy enclosed; accompanying it with a suggestion, that the President “should give every possible weight to the 
object, by sending a message respecting it to the Congress. This measure proved, however, to be impracticable, 
from the circumstance of that body having agreed to rise on the 20th, whilst the Sunday which intervened rendered 
the time for business still shorter. All, then, that this Government could possibly do, as the Secretary of State has 
assured me, was to cause an amendment to take place, to the effect conceived to be desired by the British claimants, 
to a bill which was already pending before the Legislature, supplementary to the act in question passed in the las 
session. 

Your lordship will find enclosed, together with a copy of Mr. Madison’s answer to me, an extract of the above 
mentioned supplementary act, by which you will perceive that the term for the admission of claims has been pro- 
longed to the last day of November next, (this measure had been already proposed in the bill before my representa- 
tion had been delivered,) and that the twelfth section, by providing for the admission as evidence of transcripts of 
the records of His Majesty’s late province of West Florida, contains precisely what the British claimants stated in 
their memorial to your lerdship would be the means of affording the most complete redress. At all events, the pro- 
longation of the term now affords them an opportunity of seeing what further provisions may be necessary for 
securing to them their property and interests; which additional provisions may be made before the expiration of the 
new term given, because the Congress is to meet again on the first Monday in November, whilst, from the proof 
which the American Government have given on the present occasion, of their readiness to afford every assistance to 
the British claimants, there can be no doubt of their manifesting a similar friendly disposition on any further appli- 
cation which may be made to them. ; 

It may be proper I should add, for the information of the persons concerned, that Mr. Madison acquainted me, 
yesterday, with his having just received notice of the arrival at Baltimore, from London, of the records above 
alluded to, and that he had given orders for the safe conveyance of them to his office. 

: I have the honor to be, &c. 
ANT. MERRY. 


The Right Honorable Lord Hawxessury, &c. &c. 


To the Right Honorable George Canning, one of His Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, the memorial of 
the undersigned, in behalf of themselves, and other proprietors of lands in His Majesty’s late province of West 
Florida, respectfully showeth: 


That, in consequence of a former memorial, of which a copy (A.) is annexed, instructions were transmitted to 
His Majesty’s envoy in America, for the purpose of redressing the grievance therein represented. 

That His Majesty’s envoy, by a prompt application to the American Government, as appears by the corre- 
spondence, (B.) prevailed on them to repeal the obnoxious act, by passing an act supplementary, by which it is 
enacted, that “‘ Transcripts of the records of the British province of West Florida, to claims for lands therein, and 
which have been delivered to the Government of the United States, may be produced as evidence, and shall be 
entitled to the same weight in any court of the United States as if the same had been delivered, or shall be delivered, 
either to the Registers of the Land Offices in the Mississippi territory, before the last of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and four, any thing in this act, or in the fifth section of the act to which this is a supplement, to the con- 
trary notwithstanding.” : . 

_ That your memorialists, firmly believing their claims to have been thus incontrovertibly and definitely esta- 
blished, reposed in perfect security, under the persuasion that their lands would forever remaiu protected by the 
above recited act, till a fit opportunity should occur of settling or disposing of them. 

That your memorialists, while they conceived their property to be thus completely protected, have recently 
been alarmed by a new act of Congress, (which they have just received from America, and of which a copy (C.) is 
annexed,) dated 2d March, 1805, by which the holders of lands under British grants are entirely divested of such 
Property, without resource, the time therein allowed for fulfilling the required conditions being already elapsed. 

Jnder these circumstances, your memorialists earnestly entreat that some speedy and effectual remedy may be 
applied for their relief, either by an application for the repeal of the said act, or by obtaining a just compensation. 

And your memorialists, &c. 

Lonpon, December 15, 1807. 





Archibald Dalzel. 

‘Thomas Comyn. 

James Jefferson, agent for the representa- 
tives of Major General Small. 

J. Shearl, Major General. 

George Varlo. 

Konovan, for the Earl of Moira. 

Charles Stuart. 

C. Brocksopp, for the honorable General 
Harcourt. 

George Frere. 

Arthur Clarke. 

James Amoss. 

Henry Goldfinch. 

John Page, for Admiral John Ferguson. 

William Garnier. 

Ar. Strother, for self and Joseph Nunn, 
J. T. Neil, Eleanor Neil, Catharine 
Lorimer. 


Montgomeril. f 

Charles Shaw, for Lieut. Gov. Shaw. 

William Wingdam Falling. 

Alexander McDonald. 

Will. Charles Wells, for the heirs of Ro- 
bert Wells, 

Richard Taitt, agent for David Taitt. 

Peter Swanson, for self and John Miller. 

Peter Swanson, for John McGillivrayers. 

Peter Swanson, for Charles Roberts. 

Thomas Comyn, for Wm. McKennon. 

Charles Shaw, for Major W. Chesta, 
Captain Paul, R. N. and Sir Broderick 
Chennery. By desire signed, by letter 
to him, as chairman. 

Adam Gordon, for Major General Sir 
G. Prevost, Bt. 


Wasuineton, March 23, 1804. 








Sir: 

Ihave the honor to lay before you" the enclosed copy of a memorial, which has been presented to Lord 
Hawkesbury, His Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, by several of the King’s subjects, pro- 
prietors of land in that part of the territory of the United States which formerly belonged to His Majesty, under 
the title of the province of West Florida, respecting an act, which passed in the last session of Congress of the 
United States, entitled “*An act regulating the grants of land, and providing for the disposal of the lands of the 
United States south of the Tennessee;” the provisions of which act the memorialists represent as precluding them 
effectually from the possibility of substantiating their claims within the time limited, and, consequently, as tending 
to deprive them of their property. ; ; ; J . 

I flatter myself, sir, that it will be perceived, upon a reconsideration of the law in question, that the fifth section 
of it will, in fact, produce the effect which is apprehended by the proprietors inevitably, in as far as regards the period 
assigned for the admission of their claims, at eventually, in case their documents should be lost, in the transmis- 
sion of them to this country, particularly in time of war. ; 

It is, sir, by the express orders of my Government that I have the honor to represent these circumstances to you, 
and to solicit of the Government of the United States their ae ie to prevent the injury which will 
otherwise ensue to several of His Majesty’s subjects, in the cases above explained, either by referring to the sugges- 
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tion this subject stated by the memoriadists, or by adopting such other measures as in their wisdom shall appear 
more convenient. ; 

It is probable that the injurious consequences of the provisions of the act, with respect to claimants in the situ- 
ation of the memorialists, had escaped the notice of the American Legislature, and it is, therefore, to be hoped that 
it will be sufficient to point them out, to obtain a remedy for the evil. At all events, His Majesty’s Government 
confide in the friendship and justice of the Government of the United States to take such measures in this case 


as shall appear to them the most effectual for aftording redress to his Majesty’s subjects. 
[ have the honor to be, &c. 


ANTHONY MERRY. 
The Honorable James Mapison. 


DeparTMENT oF Strate, March 29, 1804. 


Sir: 

} I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 23d instant, enclosing a copy of a memorial, stating certain 
inconveniences to which its subscribers,who are British subjects, have represented themselves as being exposed 
by the operation of an act of Congress in the act passed on the 27th instant, of which a copy is now,enclosed. | flat- 


ter myself you will see those inconveniences removed. I have the honor to be, &c. 
JAMES MADISON. 


Antuony Merry, Esq. 


Extract from ‘‘An act supplementary to an act, entitled An act regulating the grants of land and providing for the disposal of the 
lands of the United States south of the State of Tennessee,’ passed 27th March, 1804. 


Section 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in 
Congress assembled, That persons claiming lands in the Mississippi territory, by virtue of any British or Spanish 
grant, or by virtue of the three first sections of the act to which this is a supplement, or the articles of agree- 
ment and cession with the State of Georgia, may, after the last day of March, in the year 1804, and until the-last 
day of November then next following, give notice in writing of their claims to the Register of the Land Office, for 
the lands lying west of Pearl river, and have the same recorded in the manner prescribed by the fifth section of the 
act to which this is a supplement: Provided, however, That, where lands are claimed’by virtue ofa complete Spanish 
or British grant, in conformity with the articles of agreement and cession between the United States, and the State 
of Georgia, it shall not be necessary for the claimant to have any other evidence of his claim recorded, except the 
original grant or patent, together with the warrant or order of survey and the plot; but all the subsequent convey- 
ances or deeds shall be deposited with the Register, to be by him laid before the commissioners, when they shall take 
the claim into consideration, &c. Section, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. 

Section 12. And be it further enacted, That transcripts of the records of the British province of West Florida, 
to claims for land therein, and which have been delivered to the Government of the United States, may be produced 
as evidence, and shall be entitled to the same weight in any court of the United States, as if the same had been 
delivered, or shall be delivered either to the Registers of the Land Offices in the Mississippi territory, before the 
last of March, 1804; any thing in this act, or in the fifth section of the act to which this is a supplement, to the 


contrary notwithstanding. 


C. 


‘* An act further to amend an act, entitled, Anact regulating the grants of land and providing for the disposal of the lands of the 
United States, south of the State of Tennessee.” 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That persons who may have obtained, or shall obtain certificates from the Board of commissioners 
appointed to ascertain the claims to lands in the Mississippi territory, shall be allowed three months after the respec- 
tive date of such certificates, for entering the same with the Register of the proper Land Office; and certificates 
thus entered shall have the same force and effect, as if they had been duly entered with the said Register, on or 
before the first day of January 1805. - 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners appointed to ascertain the claims to lands in the above 
mentioned territory, east of Pear] river, shall be authorized to grant certificates for lands lying in the island known 
by the name of Nannce Hubba, formed by the cut off of the rivers Tombigbee and Alabama; and persons having 
» ne for lands lying either in the said island, or east of the Tombigbee and Alabama rivers, shall be permitted to fill 
the same with the Register of the Land Office, until the first day of May, one thousand eight hundred and five: 
and commissioners shall decide on the same in the same manner as if they had been presented before the thirty-first 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and four. 

Sec. 3. And beit further enacted, That each of the last mentioned commissioners shall be allowed at the rate 
of six dollars a day, for every day he shall attend, — to the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and five: Provided, That such additional allowance shall not exceed five hundred dollars for each commissioner. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the clerks of each of the Boards of Commissioners appointed to ascer- 
tain the claims to lands, in the above mentioned territory, shall be allowed at the rate of seven hundred and fifty 
dollars a year, from the time when he entered on the duties of his office, to the time when the Board shall adjourn 


sine die. 

Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, That persons claiming lands in the a territory, by virtue of any 
British grants \egally and fully completed, who may not have filed their claims with the proper Register of the Land 
Office, in conformity with the provisions heretofore made for that purpose, may, until the first day of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and five, file such claims with the Register of the Land Office west of Pearl river, and 
have the same recorded. And the said Register shall on or before the first day of January, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and six, make to the Secretary of the Treasury a full report of all British grants thus recorded; which report 
shall immediately be laid before Congress. The lands contained in such grants shall not be otherwise disposed of 
until the end of one year after that time; and if any such person shall neglect to file such British grants, and to have 
the same recorded, in the manner and time hereby provided, neither such grants or any other evidence of such claim, 
which shall not have been recorded as above directed, shall ever after be considered or admitted as evidence in any 
court of the United States, or against any title legally and fully executed, derived from the Spanish Government, 


any act or acts to the contrary notwithstanding. 
NATHANIEL MACON, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
A. BURR, Vice President of the United States and President of the Senate. 


' Marcu 2, 1805, Approved, Tu: Jerrerson. 
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10th Congress. ] : No. 151. [ist Session. 


CLAIM TO BOUNTY LAND FOR MILITARY SERVICE RENDERED TO THE STATE OF 
VIRGINIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 23, 1808. 


Mr. JEREMIAH Morrow, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of William 
Biggs, made the following report: 


The petitioner states that he was a lieutenant in the regiment commanded by General George Rogers Clark. in 
the service of the State of Virginia, and, as such, was entitled, under an act of Assembly of the said State, to a 
share in the one hundred and fifty thousand acres of land granted by that State to the officers and soldiers of the 
said regiment, and reserved by Virginia for that purpose, in her cession of the Western territory to the United States. 
That, at the time the distribution of the lands was made, the petitioner was a prisoner to the Wabash Indians; his 
name was not inserted on the list among those entitled to a share; that, on his release from captivity, which he pro- 
cured by the payment of a sum of money, he made application to the commissioners appointed to make distribution 
of the lands, for his proportional share; but was informed that the whole of the land had been distributed among 
the other officers and soldiers. : : , x 

He prays that two thousand acres of land (being the quantity he was entitled to,) be granted to him in the 
Illinois country, or adjoining the tract reserved for the officers and soldiers of the regiment. 

The committee, on examining the subject, are of opinion that the petitioner has no just claim on the United 
States, arising out of any error or injustice in the distribution of land reserved by the State of Virginia for a regi- 
ment of her State troops. ‘The distribution was not made under the authority of the United States. ‘The reserve 
was special, and it is not alleged that the quantity reserved has not been appropriated. The United States are 
bound by the act of cession faithfully to dispose of the residue of the lands to the general benefit of the Union; 
es they are not at liberty to make gratuitous grants. The committee respectfully submit the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition. 
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PRE-EMPTION TITLES IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY.* 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, NOVEMBER 7, 1808. 


To the President, Senate, and House of Representatives in Congress assembled, the memoriai of the House of 
Representatives of the Mississippi territory. 


Your memorialists, impressed with a deep concern for a certain description of the people of the territo g 
leave to represent, that, by the law of the last Congress, the first instalment for se-oupaian title is due on te ane 
day of January, 1809; to meet this payment every exertion has been made, pai the result of the planters’ labor 
although more than usually abundant, will not be able to meet the requisition of the law. Cotton is the staple 
commodity of our age on it alone we depend for cash. For this reason, every planter directs his efforts to 
that particular article. ith this medium in our barns, we were prepared to meet the demands of Government, 
and take one more step towards a fee simple title. But these pleasing anticipations have been foiled, and our fellow 
citizens have been cut off from every hope of payment, by an act of that Government to which they are indebted. 
It has been deemed expedient to suspend, by embargo, our mercantile operations, and thereby our produce lies, 
unsold and unsaleable, in our barns. The policy of this measure is no where admired more than by the people of 
this territory. The promptitude with which it was adopted, and the energy with which it is maintained, merit their 
fullest approbation and support; but, at the same time we admire the wisdom, policy, and energy of the measure 
we deplore the severe and destructive effects which will inevitably accompany the operation of the law, if the 
payments due to the United States are rigidly exacted. We, therefore, humbly solicit the parental interposition of 
the General Government, and in the warmth of our highest confidence, ask of the Government an extension of 
the time for the payment of the first instalment. And your memorialists further represent unto your honorable 
bodies, that a great number of persons, many of whom are the heads of families, have emigrated to the Mississippi 
territory within the last twelve months, under a full expectation that, on their arrival, lands of the United States 
would be exposed to public sale, and that they would have the opportunity of procuring so much land as their funds 
would allow. But they, sorry to find that the public lands were not exposed to sale, or likely to be within a short 
time, were constrained either to settle on the lands of the United States, or to seek a residence within the Spanish 
lines. ‘Their attachments to the laws and constitution of their native country precluded such a step. Wherefore, 
your memorialists pray that a law may be passed, extending to those settlers the preference in becoming the pur- 
chasers of such lands, or so much thereof as may be proper, as they may have settled and improved. And your 
memorialists further solicit that, for reasons before stated, the time of paying the first instalment on the sales of 
public land to be made in the month of sagas Soi be extended to such period as will enable the citizens of this 
territory to realize their object of emigration. Your memorialists also most seriously wish to call the attention of the 
Congress of the United States to the great inconvenience and utter ruin which might be drawn on the citizens of 
this territory, if a bill, which was ander the consideration of the House of Representatives of the United States at 
their last session, for the establishment of a federal court in this territory, should pass into a law. If the non- 
resident British claimants, who hold large grants for lands within this territory, should, by the establishment of 
such a court, be enabled to bring suit therein, and to take an appeal therefrom to the Supreme Federal Court, the 
great injury and inconvenience which would result therefrom to the citizens of our country must be self-evident to 
your honorable bodies. 


And your memorialists will ever pray, &c. 
FERDINAND S. CLAIBORNE, 


RepresENTATIVES’ CHAMBER, September 19th, 1808. Speaker of the House of Representatives... 
Attest, B. R. Grayson, Clerk. 


*See Report, No. 153. 
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10th Coneress. ] No. 153. [2d Session. 








PRE-EMPTION TITLES IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, NOVEMBER 21, 1808. 


Mr. JeremraH Morrow, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the memorial* of the 
House of Representatives of the Mississippi territory, made the following report: 

The memorial presents three subjects for consideration: 

Ist. The expediency of giving a right to pre-emption to persons for lands settled on, and improved subsequent 
to, the 3d of March, 1807. 

2d. The expediency of extending the time for making the first payment on pre-emption rights, granted under an 
act of the last session of Congress; and 

3d. A remonstrance against a bill introduced the last session of Congress for establishing a federal court in that 
territory. 

It is stated in the memorial, in favor of the first proposition, that a great number of persons, many of whom are 
heads of families, have emigrated to that territory within the last twelve months. under an expectation that, on their 
arrival, lands of the United States might be procured by purchase; but the sales being protracted, and the lands not 
likely to be exposed to sale within a short time, they were constrained either to settle on the lands of the United 
States, or seek a residence within the Spanish lines. 

The committee do not impute to these settlers the improper intention of violating the laws of their country, but 
are of opinion that, to give a right of pre-emption to persons who have settled on the lands of the United States 
contrary to law, would be indirectly rewarding a direct violation of those laws, would be offering an inducement to 
future intrusion, and be giving support to a practice liable to many abuses, and which, if encouraged, must destroy 
all competition in the public sales, and eventually defeat the object of drawing a revenue from the sale of lands. 

The considerations adduced by the memorial, in support of the second proposition, are, the difficulty or impossi- 
bility of commanding money for their produce, owing to the stagnation of commerce, and the consequent inability 
of the claimants to make their first payment at the time directed by law. 

The committee are not insensible to their situation; but, when they consider that most of these claimants emigrated 
to that territory with the declared intention of becoming purchasers of public lands, that many of them may have 
had possession since early in the year 1803, and none of them but must have cultivated and actually inhabited the 
tracts which they respectively claim before the 3d of March, 1807; if public lands had been open for sale, and 
they had made purchase at the time of their respective settlements, the first payment under the law must have be- 
come due long before the time fixed by the law giving them a right of pre-emption; that they have already had a 
longer term for making their first payment, from the time of filing the notice of their claim, than other purchasers 
have from the time of their contracts; and that these claimants have had the selection of the best lands and most 
eligible situations, without any competition in the market; they cannot recommend an extension of the time of pay- 
ment. Another consideration, which had influence with the committee in estimating the merits of the claim for in- 
dulgence, wastthe public convenience. Perhaps public convenience ought not to be opposed to a claim of strict right; 
but, in a case like the present, they think it should, in some measure, be consulted. The Ist of January next is 
the time fixed by law for making the first payment on the pre-emption claims. By proclamation, the public sales of 
the lands in that territory{(with some exceptions) are to commence in the same month. If the time for making 
the first payment on pre-emptions should be extended beyond the period fixed for the public sales, then any lands 
which should become forfeited by the claimant’s failure to make payment could not be sold until a public sale, for 
these particular tracts were directed by proclamation. ; 

The third subject of the memorial, viz: the establishment of a federal court in that territory, the committee 
have not taken into consideration, as there is not now any proposition or bill having that in view before Congress. 

The committee, therefore, recommend to the House the adoption of the following resolutions: 

ist. Resolved, That a right of pre-emption ought not to be given to persons who have settled on the public lands, 
for land which they cultivate and inhabit. 

2d. Resolved, ‘That it is inexpedient to extend the time for making the first payment on pre-emption claims 
granted under an act of the last session of Congiess. 





*See Memorial, No. 152. 
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LAND CLAIMS IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 5, 1809. 


Treasury DeparTMENT, January, 2, 1809. 


Sir: : ' 
I have the honor, in conformity with the several provisions of the laws providing for the sale of public 


lands south of the State of Tennessee, to transmit the transcripts of decisions received from the commissioners 
appointed to settle claims to lands in the Mississippi territory, in the following cases, viz: 


A. British patents disallowed by the commissioners west of Pearl river; the claimants not being residents. 
a. British patents disallowed by the commissioners east of Pear] river, for the same reason. 
A. 2. British patents filed with the commissioners west of Pearl river, under the fifth section of the act of the 
2d March, 1805. 
B. Claims disallowed, as antedated, by the commissioners west of Pearl river. 
1). British and Spanish warrants, or orders of survey, disallowed by the commissioners west of Pearl river. 
d. Spanish warrants, or orders of survey, disallowed by the commissioners east of Pearl river. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 








To the Honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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MississipP1 TERRITORY, Town oF WasnincToN, July 3, 1807. 
Srr: 

The Board of Commissioners west of Pearl river, established by a law of Congress regulating the grants of 
land, and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United States:south of the State of Tennessee, respectfully 
report: 

P That, having finished the business assigned them, so far as related to decisions, on the 15th ultimo proceeded to 
the execution of that part of their duty required by the seventh section of the said act, and find that it is not prac- 
ticable to comply with the requisitions thereof, to the extent originally contemplated: because a survey of the lands 
has not, as yet, been made and returned, agreeably to the act aforesaid, by which the Board can know and ascer- 
tain the British claims required to be reported, and their conflictions with other claims, and also their present situ- 
ation. They, therefore, are under the necessity of submitting the following, as the only report which, at this time, 
can be made, to wit: 

The annexed abstract, marked (A.) contains all the claims to lands held under ** British grants, legally and 
fully executed, which have been duly recorded, the title of which is not confirmed to the holders thereof. 

‘The conditions annexed to those grants are numerous, and may be classed under four heads: those denominated 
mandamus grants, those to officers of the army and navy, and those to any other description of persons; the condi- 
tions of which vary, as will be seen by a reference to a copy of each, which is contained in the annexed sheets, 
numbered 1, 2, 3, and 4, ; . 

As to the performance of any of the conditions of those grants, no evidence has been given or offered to the 
Board relative thereto: in fact, they seem to have been considered more as matter of form than substance, and to 
have become obsolete. : = 

Abstract (B.) contains such claims as have been disallowed by the Board, on suspicion of their being antedated; 
but to be reported to the Secretary of the Treasury, in conformity to the third section of an act supplementary to 
the before recited law. 

Abstract (C.) contains claims of minors, founded on warrants of survey, &c. and disallowed by the Board, and 
also required to be reported by the ninth section of said supplemental act. As to the circumstances which occa- 
sioned the issuing these warrants, and the validity attached to them, the commissioners observe, that it seems to 
have been the policy of the Spanish Government to guard against monopolies of landed property: hence, it frequently 
happened that, in allotting lands to men with numerous families of children, certain portions were granted to their 
children, or some of them, in their own right, which, by the Spanish laws, had the same validity as if granted to per- 
sons of full age; that, under this character of title, the parties were in the habit of considering themselves as secure 
as if they had gone on to perfect their rights to complete patent, and especially as the powers of the Spanish Go- 
vernment to revoke the complete as well as the incomplete titles were the same; added to which, it was very 
expensive, by reason of the extortion and high fees of the Spanish officers, for the poor, or common class of people, 
to carry their claims through all the grades of title. 


THOMAS RODNEY, 
ROBERT WILLIAMS, 
THOMAS H. WILLIAMS. 


True copy from the journal of the Board of Commissioners. 
THOMAS H. WILLIAMS. 


CONDITIONS. 


1. Let a patent be prepared and engrossed, to pass the great seal of this province, importing His Majesty’s most 
gracious grant unto Captain Amos Ogden, his heirs, and assigns, of a plantation or tract of land, containing twenty- 
five thousand acres, situate southwesterly about twenty-one miles from the old Natchez fort, bounded southerly by 
a creek called Homochitto creek, and about one-quarter of a mile east of a tract of one thousand acres, granted 
to Colin Graham, Esq. on said creek, about half a mile south from land granted to Junis Hooper, on a creek called 
Second creek, and on the other side by vacant land; together with all rights, members, privileges, and appurte- 
nances to the same, being or in anywise belonging, upon the following terms, conditions, and reservations, viz: 
That the said Amos Ogden do settle the said lands with foreign Protestants, or persons that shall be brought from His 
Majesty’s other colonies in North America, within ten years from the date of the grant, in the proportion of one person 
for every hundred acres. ‘That if one-third of the land is not settled with foreign Protestants, or persons that shall 
be brought from His Majesty’s other colonies in North America, in the above mentioned proportion, within three 
years from the date of the grant, the whole to be forfeited to His Majesty, his heirs, and successors. That such 
part of the whole tract as is not settled with foreign Protestants, or persons that shall be brought from His Majesty’s 
other colonies in North America, at the expiration of ten years from the date of the grant, do revert to His Ma- 
jesty, his heirs, and successors. ‘That an annual quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre be reserved to His 
Majesty, his heirs, and successors, payable on the feast of St. Michael in every year, to commence and become 
payable upon one-half of the said land, on the feast of St. Michael which shall first happen after the expiration of 
five years from the date of the grant, and to be payable on every ensuing feast of St. Michael, or within fourteen 
days after; and the whole quantity to be subject in like manner to the like quit-rents, at the expiration of ten years. 
That there be a reservation in the said grant to His Majesty, his heirs, and successors, of all those parts of the land 
which the surveyor shall, upon the return of the survey, report to be proper for erecting fortifications, public wharfs, 
and naval yards, or for other military purposes. - That there be a reservation to His Majesty, his heirs, and succes- 
sors, of all mines of gold, silver, copper, lead, and coals. That, if any part of the land shall appear, by the sur- 
veyor’s report, to be well adapted to the growth of hemp or flax, it shall be a condition of the grant that the grantee 
shall sow, and continue annually to cultivate, a due proportion of the land, not less than one acre in every thousand, 
with that beneficial article of produce; the same terms, conditions, and reservations above mentioned being conform- 
able to His Majesty’s order in council to me directed, bearing date the thirteenth day of May, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and sixty-seven, and with the other usual clauses, reservations, provisoes, 
restrictions, and limitations, as contained in His Majesty’s instructions; and, for so doing, this shall be your sufficient 
warrant. 


2. To have and to hold the said tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby granted, with the appur- 
tenances, unto the said Daniel Clark, his heirs, and assigns, forever, in free and common soccage, yielding and paying 
unto us, our heirs, and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time being, or to such other 
officer as shall be appointed to receive the same, a quit-rent of one halaenne sterling per acre, at the feast of St. 
Michael, every years the first payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michael which shall first happen after 
the expiration of ten years from the date hereof, or within fourteen days after the said feast, annually: Provided, 
always, and this present grant is upon condition, nevertheless, that the said Daniel Clark, his heirs, and assigns, 
shall and do, within three years after the expiration of the term of ten years aforesaid, for every fifty acres of plant- 
able land hereby granted, clear and cultivate three acres, at least, in that part thereof which he or they shall 
judge most convenient and advantageous, or else do clear and drain three acres of swampy or sunken ground, or do 
drain three acres of marsh, if any such shall be contained therein; and shall further, within the time aforesaid, put 
and keep upon every fifty acres thereof, accounted barren, three neat cattle. and continue the same thereon, until 
three acres, for every fifty acres, be fully cleared and improved: and if it shall so happen that there be no part of 
‘the said tract of land fit for cultivation within the time aforesaid, without manuring and improving the same, if the 
said Daniel Clark, his heirs, and assigns, shall, within three years after the expiration of the ten years, as aforesaid 

erect on some part of the said tract of land one good dwelling-house, to contain at least twenty feet in length, an 
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sixteen feet in breadth, and put on his said land the like number of three neat cattle, as aforesaid, for every fifty 
acres therein contained; or otherwise, if any part of the said tract of land shall be stony or rocky ground, not fit for 
culture or pasture, shall and do, within three years, as aforesaid, besides erecting the said house, begin to employ 
thereon,and continue to work, for three years, then next ensuing, in digging any stone quarry or mine, one good and 
able hand for every hundred acres thereof, it shall be accounted a sufficient cultivation and improvement: Provided, 
also, that every three acres which shall be cleared and worked, or cleared and drained, as aforesaid, shall further be 
accounted a sufficient seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement, to save forever from forfeiture fifty acres of 
land in any part of the tract hereby granted; and the said Daniel Clark, his heirs, and assigns, shall be at liberty to 
withdraw his or their stock, or to forbear working in any quarry or mine, in proportion to such cultivation and 
improvements aforesaid, as shall be made upon the plantable lands, swampy, sunken grounds, or marshes therein 
contained: Provided, also, that this grant shall be duly registered in the Register’s Office of this province, within 
six months from the date hereof; and, also, that a docket thereof shall be entered in the Auditor’s Office within the 
same time, if any such establishment shall take place in this province: Provided, always, that the said Daniel Clark, 
his heirs, and assigns, at any time hereafter, having seated, planted, cultivated, and improved the said tract, or any 
part thereof, according to the directions and conditions above mentioned, may make proof of such seating, planting, 
cultivation, and improvement, in the general court, or in the court of the county district or precinct where the said 
land lieth, and have such proof certified to the Register’s Office, and there entered with the record of this grant, a 
copy of which, duly attested, shall be admitted on any trial to prove the seating and planting of said lade Pro- 
vided, always, nevertheless, that, if the said Daniel Clark, his heirs, and assigns, do not in all things fully comply 
with, and fulfil, the respective directions and conditions herein set forth, for the proper cultivation of the said land, 
within the time herein above limited for the completion thereof; or if the said Daniel Clark, his heirs, or assigns, 
shall not pay to us, our heirs, and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the proper officer 
appointed to receive the same, the said quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, on the said feast of St. Michael, 
or within fourteen days after, annually, for every acre contained in this grant, that then, and in either of these cases, 
respectively, this grant shall be void, any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding; and the said lands, 
tenements, hereditaments, and premises hereby specified, and every part and parcel thereof, shall revert to us, our 
heirs, and successors, fully and absolutely, as if the same had never been granted. 

3. To have and to hold the said tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby granted, with the appur- 
tenances, unto the said Christopher Guice, his heirs, and assigns, forever, in free and common soccage, yielding and 
paying unto us, our heirs, and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time being, or to such 
other officer as shall be appointed to receive the same quit-rent of one halfpenny per acre, at the feast of St. Mi- 
chael, every year, the first payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michael which shall first happen after the 
expiration of two years from the date hereof, or within fourteen days after the feast, annually: Provided, always, 
and this present grant is upon condition, nevertheless, that the said Christopher Guice, his heirs, or assigns, shall 
and do, within three years after the date hereof, for every fifty acres of plantable land hereby granted, clear and 
cultivate three acres, at least, in that part thereof which he or they shall judge most convenient and advantageous, 
or else do clear and drain three acres of swampy or sunken ground, or do drain three acres of marsh, if any such shall 
be contained therein, and shall further, within the time aforesaid, put and keep upon every fifty acres thereof 
accounted barren, three neat cattle, and continue the same thereon, until three acres, for every fifty acres, be fully 
cleared and improved; and if it shall so happen that there be no part of the said tract of land fit for present culti- 
vation, without manuring and improving the same, if the said Christopher Guice, his heirs, or assigns, shall, within 
three years from the date hereof, erect on some part of the said tract of land one good dwelling-house, to contain 
at least twenty feet in length and sixteen feet in breadth, and put on_his said land the like number of three neat 
cattle, as aforesaid, on every fifty acres therein contained; or, otherwise, if any part of the said tract of land shall 
be stony or rocky ground, not fit for culture or pasture, shall and do, within three years, as aforesaid, besides erect- 
ing the said house, begin to employ thereon, and continue to work fourteen years then next ensuing, in digging any 
stone quarry or mine, one good and able hand for every hundred acres thereof, it shall be accounted a sufficient cul- 
tivation and improvement: Provided, also, that every three acres which shall be cleared and worked, or cleared and 
drained, as aforesaid, shall further be accounted a sufficient seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement, to save 
forever from forfeiture fifty acres of land, in any part of the tract hereby granted: And the said Christopher Guice, 
his heirs, and assigns, shall be at liberty to withdraw his or their stock, or to forbear working infany quarry or mine, in 
proportion to such cultivation and improvements aforesaid, as shall be made upon the plantable lands, swamps, 
sunken grounds, or marshes therein: Provided. also, that this grant shail be duly registered in the Register’s Office 
of this province, within six months from the date thereof; and, also, that a docket thereof shall be entered in the 
Auditor’s Office, within the same time, if such establishment shall take place in this province: Provided, always, 
that the said Christopher Guice, his heirs, and assigns, at any time hereafter having seated, planted, cultivated, and 
improved the said land, or any part thereof, according to the directions and conditions above mentioned, may make 
proof of such seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement in the general court, or in the court of the county, 
district, or province where the said land lieth, and have such proof certified to the Register’s Office, and there entered 
with the record of this grant, a copy of which,’ duly attested, shall be admitted on trial, to prove the seating and 
planting of the said Jand: Provided, always, nevertheless, that if the said Christopher Guice, his heirs, and assigns, 
do not in ali things fully comply with and fulfil the respective directions and conditions herein above set forth, for 
the proper cultivation of the said land, within the time herein above limited for the completion thereof; or if the said 
Christopher Guice, his heirs, and assigns, shall not pay to us, our heirs, and successors, or to the Receiver General 
of our quit-rents, or to the proper officer appointed to receive the same, the said quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling 
per acre, on the said feast of St. Michael, or within fourteen days after, annually, for every acre contained in this 
grants that then, and in either of these cases, respectively, this grant shall be void, any thing contained herein to the 
contrary notwithstanding: and the said lands, tenements, hereditaments, and premises hereby specified, and every 

art or parcel thereof, shall revert to us, our heirs, and successors, fully and absolutely, as if the same had never 


Gee granted. 

4, To have and to hold the said tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby granted, with the appur- 
tenances, unto the said William Bay, his heirs, and assigns, forever, in free and common soccage, yielding and 
paying unto us, our heirs, and successors, or. to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time being, or to such 
other officer as shall be appointed to receive the same, a quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, at the feast 
of St. Michael every year; the first payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michael which shall first happen 
after the expiration of ten years from the date hereof, or within fourteen days after the said feast, annually: Pro- 
vided, always, and this present grant is upon condition, nevertheless, that this grant shall be duly registered in the 
Register’s Office of this province, within six months from the date hereof; and, also, that a docket thereof shall be 
entered in the Auditor’s Office, within the same time, if such establishment shall take place in this province: And 
provided, also, that if the said William Bay, his heirs, and assigns, do not in all things fully comply with and fulfil 
the conditions herein above set forth for the registering of this grant, within the time herein above limited for the 
completion thereof; or if the said William Bay, his heirs, or assigns, shall not pay to us, our heirs, and successors, or 
to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the proper officer appointed to receive the same, the said quit-rent 
of one halfpenny sterling per acre, on the said feast of St. Michael, or within fourteen days after, annually, for 
every acre contained in this grant; that then, and in either of these cases, respectively, this grant shall be void, any 
thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding; and the said lands, tenements, hereditaments, and premises 
hereby specified, and every part and parcel thereof, shall revert to us, our heirs, and successors, fully and absolutely, 


as if the same had never been granted. 
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628 PUBLIC LANDS. [1809. 





[The following additional papers are furnished by the General Land Office. ] 


Registers of the Land Office east of Pearl river—containing 


A. Register of certificates granted on British and Spanish patents. 
B. Register of certificates on which patents may issue, without any payment of purchase money. 


C. Register of certificates on which — may issue without any payment of purchase money, but not until a 
judicial decision shall have been obtained against the conflicting British claims. 


D. Register of pre-emption certificates. 

E. Register of pre-emption certificates on which patents may not issue until a judicial decision shall have been 
obtained against the conflicting British claims. 

F. Register of British patents on which no certificates have issued. 

N. Register of claims, presented December, 1805. 
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LAND CLAIMS IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 
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Mississipp1 Territory, Washington County: 
Fort Sroppert, Thursday, February 2, 1804. 

Be it remembered that, in pursuance of an act of the seventh Congress of the United States, passed on the 
third of March, one thousand eight hundred and three, entitled, ** An act regulating the grants of land, and provid- 
ing for the disposal of the lands of the United States south of the State of Tennessee,” and in virtue of com- 
missions, by Thomas Jefferson, President of the United States, to Ephraim Kirby, and Robert Carter Nicholas, to 
wit: f 
Tuomas JEFFERSON, President of the United Siates of America: To all who shall see these presents, greeting: 

Know ye, that, reposing special trust and confidence, in the integrity, diligence, and discretion of ral 
Kirby, of Connecticut, and Robert Carter Nicholas, of Kentucky, I do ia them commissioners of ig frat 
States in Washington county, in the Mississippi territory, for the purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons 
claiming lands in the said territory east of Pearl river,{in pursuance of the articles of agreement and cession between 
the United States and Georgia, of the three first. sections of the act of Congress, entitled, “* An act regulating the 
grants of land, and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United States south of the State of Tennessee;” 
and do authorize and empower them to execute and fulfil the duties of their respective offices, according to law: 
and to have and to hold the same; with all the rights and emoluments thereunto legally appertaining unto them 
the said Ephraim Kirby, and Robert Carter Nicholas, during the pleasure of the President of the United States for 


the time being, as to both or either of them. / 
In — whereof, [ have caused these letters to made patent, and the seal of the United States to be here- 
unto ainxed. 
Given under my hand, at the city of Washington, the twelfth day of July, in the year of our Lord on 
[L. s.] thousand eight hundred and Base, and of the Independence of the United States of ‘Aimedica the 


twenty-eighth. 
THOMAS JEFFERSON. 


By the President: 
James Mapison, Secretary of State. 


Who, in conformity thereto, severally took and subscribed the following oath, to wit: 
I, Ephraim Kirby, do solemnly swear that I will impartially exercise and discharge the duties imposed 
upon me, by an act of Congress, entitled, ** An act regulating the grants of land, and pally for the disposal of the 


lands of the United States south of the State of Tennessee,” to the best of my skill and judgment. 
EPHRAIM KIRBY. 


Sworn, and subscribed before me, Andrew Richardson, a Justice of the Peace for the county Alleghany in 
the commonweath of Pennsylvania, in due form, at Pittsburg, this seventeenth day of October, in the year of our 


Lord one thousand eight hundred and three. 
ANDREW RICHARDSON. 


Pennsytvania, Alleghany County, to wit: 

I, Tarlton Bates, prothonotary of the Court of Common Pieas for the said county, do hereby certify that 
the above is the proper signature of Andrew Richardson; that the said Andrew Richardson is one of the common- 
wealth’s Justices of the Peace in and for the said county, duly appointed, commissioned, and acting; and that full 


and entire faith and credit are and ought to be given to all his acts as such. 
In testimony of which I have hereto set my hand, and the seal of ‘the said court, at Pittsburg, this 


[u.s.] seventeenth day of October, in the twenty-eighth year uf Independence, in the year of our, Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and three. 
T. BATES. 


I, Robert Carter Nicholas, do solemnly swear that I will impartially exercise and discharge the duties im- 
posed upon me by an act of Congress, entitled, ‘* An act regulating the grants of land, and providing for the disposal 


of the lands of the United States south of the State of Tennessee,” to the best of my skill and judgment. 
ROBERT C. NICHOLAS. 


Subscribed, and sworn before me, James Caller, a Justice of the Peace for the county of Washington, in the 
Mississippi territory, in‘due form, at Fort Stoddert, in said county, this first day of February, in the year of our Lord 


one thousand eight hundred and four. 
JAMES CALLER, J. P.” 


And also, in pursuance of a commission to Joseph Chambers, by the President of the United States, as follows 


to wit: 
‘THomas Jerverson, President of the United States of America: To all who shall see these presents, greeting: 


Know ye, that, reposing special trust and confidence in the integrity, diligence, and discretion of Joseph 
Chambers, of the Mississippi territory, I do appoint him Register of the Land Office of the United States in the 
county of Washington, in the Mississipp: territory, for the lands rms So of Pearl river; and do authorize him to 
execute and fulfil the duties of that office according to law: and to have and to hold the said office, with all the 
rights and emoluments thereunto legally appertaining unto him, the said Joseph Chambers, during the pleasure 
of the President of the United States for the time being, and until the end of the next session of the Senate of the 


United States, and no longer. 
In testimony whereof, [ have caused these letters to be made patent, and the seal of the United States to be 


hereunto affixed. SEY 6 : 
Given under my hand, at the city of Washington, the twelfth day of July, in the year of our Lord 


[u.s.] one thousand eight hundred and three; and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the twenty-eighth. 
THOMAS JEFFERSON. 


By the.President: 
James Mapison, Secretary of State. 
Who also took and subscribed the following oath, to wit: I, Joseph Chambers, do solemnly swear that I will 


impartially exercise and discharge the duties imposed upon me, by an act of Congress, entitled, ‘* An act regulating 


the grants of+land, and Serer y for the disposal of the lands ‘of the United States south of the State of ‘Tennes- 
s 


see,” to the best of my skill and judgment. 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS. 


_ _ Subscribed and sworn before me, James Caller, a Justice of the Peace for the county of Washington, Missis- 
st > territory, in due form, at Fort Stoddert, this second day of February, in the year of our Lord-one thousand 


eight hundred and four. 
é JAMES CALLER, J. P. 
The said Ephraim Kirby, Robert Carter Nicholas, and Josep Chambers. met and formed the Board, and the 


Board then | pycope to the choice of a clerk; whereupon, David Parmelee 2d was unanimously appointed, who 
being notified of his appointment, accepted the same, and appeared, took and subscribed the oath required by law, 


to wit: 
82 Pp 
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I, David Parmelee 2d, do solemnly swear, that,I will truly and faithfully enter and record all minutes, proceed- 
ings, and decisions of the Board of Commissioners for the county of Washington, appointed under, and by virtue of 
an act of the United States, entitled ** An act regulating the grants, and providing for the disposal of the lands of 
the United States south of the State of Tennessee,” and will and faithtully do and perform all other acts and 


things in said act pointed out as the duty of a clerk of the said Board. 
DAVID PARMELEE 2d. 


Sworn, and subscribed in presence of the Board of Commissioners, February 2, 1804. 
Test: EPHRAIM KIRBY. 


One of the commissioners. 


The Board then adjourned until Friday, the 4th instant. 
Fripay, February 3, 1804. 


" The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Proceeded to the adoption of certain rules and. regulations, for conducting the business which might come 
before them; which rules were ordered to be published and posted upin some conspicuous places by the clerk, for the 


information of all concerned. 


The Board then adjourned until Saturday, the 4th instant. 
Sarurpay, February 4, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Adjourned until Monday, the 6th instant. 
Monpay, February 6, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Adjourned until Tuesday, the 7th instant. 
Tuespay, February 7, 1804. 


‘The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Adjourned until Wednesday, the 8th instant. 
Wepnespay, February 8, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Adjourned until ‘Thursday, the 9th instant. 
Tuurspay, February 9, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Friday, the 10th instant. 
Fripay, February 10, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Adjourned until Saturday, the 11th instant. 
Saturpay, February 11, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Monday, the 13th instant. 
Monpay, February 13, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Rorbert C. Nicholas. 


Isaac Ryaw’s case, No. 1 on the docket of the Board, and No. 4 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and thirty-five acres, under the second section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 

To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the third day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claim to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Bassett’s creek, bounded as follows: 
beginning at a black gum, south, eighty-six degrees west, thirty-three chains; south, twenty-two degrees west, thirty- 
two chains; south, fitty-eight degrees east, eighty chains; north, filty-three degrees east, fifty chains, to a gum; north, 
seven degrees west, seventy chains; toa beach on the side of Bassett’s creek; thence to the beginning; containing six 
hundred thirty-five acres, having such forms and marks, natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot 
annexed; which said tract of land is claimed under and in virtue of the second section of the aforesaid act of Congress 
asa donation, and is now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded 


as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot* hereunto annexed. 
ISAAC RYAN. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Fesruary 13, 1804. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 20, by Epwarv Lioyp Wa1tes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Francis Boykin, of the county of Washington, in the Mississippi territory, of lawful age, was produced as a wit- 
ness in support of this claim, and, being duly sworn before the Board, did depose, that he had lived within the county 
of Washington aforesaid thirteen years, and had been acquainted with Isaac Ryan, the present claimant, since the 
year 1795, and knew that, in the spring of the year 1797, and ever since, the said Ryan had lived on the lands by him 
claimed, lying on Bassett’s creek, and that he had, from that time to the present, continued to occupy and cultivate 
the same; and that the said Ryan was in the year 1797, the head of a family; and this witness further deposed, that, 
to the best of his knowledge and belief, the lands described in the claimant’s plot or survey now exhibited, are not 
claimed by virtue of any British or Spanish grant, or order, or warrant of survey. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration, and then adjourned until Tuesday the 14th in- 
stant. 

Turspay, February 14, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas 


Adjourned until Wednesday, the 15th instant. 
Wepnespay, February 15, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


Adjourned until Thursday, the 16th instant. 
Tuurspay, February 16, 1804. 


The Board. met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Friday, the 17th instant. 
Fripay, February 17, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Saturday, the 18th instant. 


* This plot, and all those following on this subject, have been omitted in printing, the tracts being already sufficiently de- 
scribed in the notices filed by the claimants. 
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Sarurpay, February 18, 1804, 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Monday, the 20th instant. : 
Monpay, February 20, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Tuesday, the 21st instant. 
Tuespay, February 21, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


Adjourned until Wednesday, the 22d instant. 
Wepnespay, February 22, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Thursday, the 23d instant. 
Tuurspay, February 23, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment.. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Friday, the 24th instant. 
Fripay, February 24, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Saturday, the 25th instant. 
Saturpay, February 25, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


Adjourned until Monday, the 27th instant. 
Monpay, February 27, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Tuesday, the 28th instant. 
Tuespay, February 28, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


James Morean’s case, No. 2 on the docket of the Board, and No. 5 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of three hundred and twenty acres and five-eighths of an acre, under the third 
section of the act. ie ecae : : ; 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims of lands south of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of House’s mill creek, beginning at a 
lightwood stake, and running north, sixteen and a half degrees east, one hundred and ninety poles, to a stake and 
pine; thence, north, seventy-three and a half degrees west, two hundred and seventy poles, to a small post oak; 
thence, south, sixteen and a half degrees west, one hundred and ninety poles, to a pine; thence, in a direct line to 
the beginning; containing three hundred and twenty acres and five-eighths of an acre, having such marks, natural 
and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed; which is claimed under and by virtue of the third section 
of the said act of Congress as a pre-emption, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl 
river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to reter, as also to the copy of the plot here- 


unto annexed. 
JAMES MORGAN, 
Legal representative of John Burney. 
[Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed for James Morgan a tract of land containing three hundred and twenty and five-eighths acres, lying in 
Washington county, on one of the head branches of House’s mill creek, beginning at a lightwood stake near the 
branch, and runs north, sixteen and a half degrees east, one hundred and ninety poles, to a stake and pine corner; 
thence, north, seventy-three and a half degrees west, two hundred and seventy poles, to a small post oak corner; 
thence, south, sixteen and a half degrees west, one hundred and ninety polls. across the branch, to a pine corner; 
from thence, a direct line to the place of beginning. Surveyed 1st February, 1804, by J. Malone. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 21, by Ep>warp Liroyp Waizzs, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


In support of the right of representation, the said James Morgan produced a deed of conveyance from John Bur- 
ney, bearing date the 4th day of December, 1803, duly executed, assigning, relinquishing, and conveying to the 
said James Morgan all the said Burney’s right and claim to the land described. 

Edward Lloyd Wailes, of the county of Washington, in the Mississippi territory, was produced as a witness, 
and, being duly sworn before the Board, did depose, that John Burney, the person on whose right the present claim- 
ant appears, did, on the 3d day of March last, inhabit and cultivate the land now claimed by the said Morgan, as his 
legal representative; and that the said Burney was at that time the head of a family, and that he had heard and be- 
lieved that the said James Morgan, since he purchased the said right or improvement of the said Burney, had re- 
sided, and still did reside, on the premises; and that he had no knowledge that the same land was claimed by virtue 
of any British or Spanish grant, warrant, or order of survey. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Witiram Morean’s case, No. 3 on the docket of the Board, and No. 8 on the books of the Register. 

Claim.—A right of pre-emption of three hundred and nineteen acres, and nine-fortieths of an acre, under the 
third section of the act. : 4 ; ; 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance Bs the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 

ceiving and adjusting the claims of lands south'of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 
Wasuineton County, February 26, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Bassett’s creek, in Washington 
county, beginning at a small pine, and running south, sixty and ‘a half degrees west, two hundred and twenty-six 
poles, to a small black jack corner; thence, south, twenty-seven and a half degrees east, two hundred and twenty- 
six poles, to a light-wood stake corners thence, north, sixty and a half degrees east, two hundred and twenty- 
six poles, to a post oak corner; thence, in a direct line to the place of beginning; containing three hundred and nine- 
teen acres and nine-fortieths of an acre: having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot 
annexed, which is claimed under and by virtue of the third section of the said act of Congress as a pre-emption, and 
now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all 


which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith annexed. ; 
WILLIAM MORGAN, 
[Plot omitted. ] 
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_ Surveyed for William Morgan a tract of land, containing three hundred and nineteen and nine-fortieths acres, 
lying in the county of Washington, on a branch of Bassett’s creek. Beginning at a small pine, running south sixty 
and a half degrees, west two hundred and_ twenty-six polls, toa small black jack corner; thence, south twenty- 
seven and a half degrees, east two hundred and twenty-six polls, to a light wood stake corner; thence, north sixty 
and a half degrees, east two hundred and twenty-six polls, to a post-oak and two pines, marked as corner trees; 
thence, a direct line to the beginning. Surveyed 30th January, 1804, by J. Malone. 

Entered in the record of claims, vol. 1, page 38, byEpwarp Lioyp Waizes, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


James Morgan, of the county of Washington, in the Mississippi territory, was produced as a witness, and being 
duly sworn before the Board, did depose, that William Morgan, the present claimant, did, on the 3d day of 
March last, inhabit and cultivate the lands now by him claimed, and still continues to inhabit and cultivate the 
same; and that the said William was at that time the head of a family, and that, to the best of his knowledge and 
belief, the said Jand was not claimed by virtue of any British or Spanish grant, orders, or warrants of survey, or 
elder possession than that of the said William. 

: han Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration, and adjourned until Wednesday, the 29th 
instant. 
Wepnespay, February 29, 1804. 

The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 

Adjourned until Thursday, the Ist day of March next. 

Tuurspay, March 1, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Friday, the 2d instant. 
Fray, March 2, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Saturday, the 3d instant. 
Saturpay, March 3, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


NatuHan BiacxweELv’s case, No. 4 on the docket of the Board, and No. 14 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
‘4 The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
gures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed ihe 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 


Please tu take notice, that the following tract of Jand, situated on the waters of Tombigbee, in the county of Wash- 
ington, beginning at a-yellow leaf sapling, running north, sixty-seven degrees west, ninety chains, toa red oak cor- 
ner; thence, north, twenty-three degrees east, seventy-one chains, to a stake; thence, south, sixty-seven degrees 
east twenty-five chains, to the first lake; thence, thirty-five chains, to the corner and sweet gum; thence, south, 
twenty degrees east, sixty[chains, to a stake; thence, south, forty-two degrees west, twenty-seven chains, to the begin- 
ning; containing six hundred and forty acres, having such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully re- 
presented in the plot annexed; which said tract of land is claimed by Nathan Blackwell, in and by virtue of the second 
section of the said act, as.a donation, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to 
be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

NATHAN BLACKWELL. 


Marcu 3, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed six hundred and forty acres of land, for Nathan Blackwell, of Washington county, Mississippi territory, 
under a donation claim, beginning at a yellow leaf sapling, running north, sixty-seven degrees west, ninety chains, to 
red oak corner; thence, north, twenty-three degrees east, seventy-one chains, to a stake; thence, south, sixty-seven 
degrees east, twenty-five chains, to the first lake; thence, thirty-five chains to the corner and sweet gum; thence, south, 
twenty degrees east, sixty chains, to a stake; south. thence, forty-two degrees west, twenty-seven chains, to the 


beginning. 
WILLIAM GILLIAM. 
Fesrvary 18, 1804. 


Entered in record of claims vol. 1, page 44, by Evwarp Lioyp Wales, for 7 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Adam Hollinger, of the county Washington, in the Mississippi territory, was produced as a witness, and, being 
duly sworn before the Board, did depose, that Nathan Blackwell, the present claimant, was in possession of the 
land now claimed in the year 1795, and has continued to inhabit and cultivate the same ever since; and that he was 
also at that time the head of a family, and of full age. i 

Young Gains, of the county of Washington, in the Mississippi territory, was also produced asa witness, and, being 
duly sworn before the Board, deposed, that Nathan Blackwell did inhabit and cultivate the tract of land, repre- 
sented by the plot annexed to his notice now presented to the Board of Commissioners, previous to the 27th of Octo- 
ber, 1797, and had continued to inhabit and cultivate the same ever since; and that he was at that time the head of 
a family, and of full age. He also said that he did not know that the land claimed by said Blackwell is claimed 
by any British or Spanish grant, warrant, or order of survey, except a small part by Francis Boykin, under a Spanish 
warrant of survey, as he believed. , 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration; then adjourned until Monday, the 5th instant. 

Monpay, March 5, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Tuesday, the 6th instant. 
Tuespay, March 6, 1804, 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Wednesday, the 7th instant. 
Wepnespay, March 7, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


Sreriine Duprer’s case, No. 5 on the docket of the Board, and No. 13 on the books of the Register. 

Claim. —The right of representation to four hundred and ninety-five acres, under the second section of the act, 
as assignee and legal representative of Emanuel ony F The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s 
plot of the land claimed, in the following words and figures, to wit: 
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To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. f 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the. waters of Tombigbee river, in the county of 
Washington, beginning at a white oak, running south, sixty-four degrees west, twenty chains; thence, south, forty- 
five degrees west, fifteen chains, toa post oak corner; thence, south, seventy-five degrees west, forty-six chains, to a 
post oak corner; thence, south, four degrees east, seventy-three chains, to a maple corner; thence, north, fifty-six de- 

rees east, eighty chains, to a stake on the bank of ‘Tombigbee river; thence, up the river to the beginning; containing 
our hundred and ninety-five acres, having such forms and marks, natural and artificial, as are fully represented in 
the plot annexed: which said land is claimed by Sterling Dupree, in and by virtue of a donation right derived from 
Emanuel Cheney, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, east of Pearl river, to be recorded as di- 
rected by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
STERLING DUPREE. 


Frsruary 29, 1804, ; 
[ Plot omitted. ] 


The above plot represents a tract of land surveyed for Sterling Dupree, on Nanna Hubba. 
: ; ; NATT. CHRISTMAS. 
Chain bearers, David Dupree and Edmund Smith, sworn. 
This day, David Dupree and Edmund Smith came before me, and made oath, that they have given a just account 


of the admeasurement of the above _ to the best of their knowledge. c 
Given under my hand, this 29th February, 1804. , JAMES CALLER, J. P. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 42, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


In support of the right of representation, the said Sterling Dupree produced a deed of conveyance from Emanuel 
Cheney, bearing date the 19th day of July, 1801, duly executed, assigning, relinquishing, and conveying to the said 
- Dupree all the said Emanuel Cheney’s right and claim to the said land, and to the improvements made 
thereon. ; 

Thomas Bates, of the county of Washington, in the Mississippi territory, was produced as a witness, and, being 
duly sworn before the Board, deposed, that Emanuel Cheney, in the month of September, 1798, built a house 
upon the lands now claimed; and in the month of December following, he removed into the house; and in the year 
following, he commenced the cultivation of the land; that the said Cheney was at that time the head of a family, and 
had three children; that, about two years after, the said Cheney gave up the possession to Sterling Dupree, who 
entered into the occupancy of the said house and lands, and has continued in the occupancy of the same until this 
time; that, to the best of his knowledge, the said lands are not claimed by any English or Spanish grant, order, or 


warrant of survey. : ; 
The Board then ordered that the case be postponed for consideration; and adjourned until Thursday, the 8th 


instant. 
Tuurspay, March 8, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
The Board adjourned until Friday, the 9th instant. 
Frivay, March 9, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Saturday, the 10th instant. 
, Saturpay, March 10, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Monday, the 12th instant. 
Monpay, March 12, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Tuesday, the 13th instant. ' 
Turspay, March 13, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Wednesday, the 14th instant. 
Wepnespay, March 14, 1804, 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


James Grirrin’s case, No. 6 on the docket of the Board, and No. 9 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and eighteen acres, under the second!section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Smith’s creek, in the county of 
Washington, beginning at a pine stake, and running thence south, fifty degrees east, sixty-eight chains fifty links, to 
a black oak; thence, south, forty degrees west, ninety chains, to a pines thence, north, fifty degrees west, sixty- 
eight chains fifty links, to a stake; thence, north, forty degrees east, ninety chains, to the beginning; containing six 
hundred and eighteen acres, having such forms and marks, natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot 
annexed: which said tract of land is claimed by James Griffin, in and by virtue of the second section of the said 
act of Congress as a donation; and is now exhibited to the Register of the Zand Office east of . Pear) river, to be re- 
corded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

JAMES GRIFFIN, his + mark. 


Fesruary 28, 1804. 
[ Plot omitted. } 


The above plot is truly surveyed and made out by me, Robert Ligon, this 14th day of February, Anno Domini 
1804. Beginning at or near the house that Thomas Baker evacuated some days since; beginning ona stake and 
running south, fifty degrees east; thence, south, forty degrees west; thence, north, fifty degrees west; thence, 
north, forty degrees east, to the beginning; including in the above lines six hundred and eighteen acres. 


Entered i ord of claims, vol. 1, page 39, by Epwarp Lioyp Watzes, for 
ee ee ae Pee Cee JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


John McGrew, senior, of the county of Washington, in the Mississippi yar was produced as a witness 
and, being duly sworn before the Board, deposed, that James Griffin moved, settled. upon, and. cultivated the land 
now claimed, and represented by the plot presented to the Board of Commissioners, before the year 1797, and has 
continued to inhabit and cultivate the same ever since; that he then was, lias continued to be, and now is, the head 


of a family, and of full age. 
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Question. Do you know whether this land is claimed by any British or Spanish claim? 

Answer. I have understood that there is both a British and Spanish claim for this land, but I have never seen 
either. ' 

Question. Do you know whether James Griffin, the claimant, claims any other lands in this territory in virtue 
of any British or Spanish title? 

Answer. I do not know that he does, but believe that he does not. 

Robert Ligon of the county of Washington, in said territory, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being 
duly sworn before the Board, did depose, that the plot of James Griffin’s donation claim is a true and correct re- 
presentation, natural and artificial, of the land claimed; and that the claimant resides within the limits of this claim. 

Question. Do you know and believe the chain carriers to be men of credibility? 

; Answer. I believe they are, but am not well acquainted with them, and cannot therefore answer positively that 
they are. 

The Board ordered that the case be adjourned for consideration. 


ExisHa Srumons’s case, No. 7 on the docket of the Board, and No. 19 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of four hundred and fifty-four acres, under the third section of the act. 
oe claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress’ passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying on the west side of Tombigbee river, consisting of 
four hundred and fifty-four acres, is claimed by Elisha Simmons, of Washington county, and Mississippi territory, 
under and in virtue of an improvement and actual cultivation made previous to, and had and continued on, the third 
day of March, 1803, to the date hereof; which claim to the aforesaid four hundred and fifty-four acres is now de- 
livered unto the Register of the Land Office to be established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said 
act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the plot thereof, herewith filed. 

ELISHA SIMMONS. 


Fesruary 24th, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. } 


Made out the 9th day of February, 1804, by me, Robert Ligon. Chain carriers, Rolly Green, Reuben West- 
molan. ' 


Entered in record.of claims, vol. 1, page 52, by Epwarp Liuovp Waizes, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


William Rogers, of the county of Washington, in the Mississippi territory, was produced as a witness, and, 
being duly sworn before the Board, deposed, that Elisha Simmons moved, lived, built a house on the place re- 
presented by the plot now presented to the commissioners, in the month of February, 1801, and has lived on the 
same ever since; and that he had then, and now has, a wife and two children. 

Question. Do you know whether this land is claimed by any British or Spanish grants? 

Answer. 1 do not know. 

Question. Do you know of any other claims for this land than pre-emptions? 

Answer. I do not. 

‘Robert Ligon of said county, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn before the Board, de- 

sed: 
“ Question. Is the plot now presented by Elisha Simmons, for a claim of pre-emption of four-hundred and fifty- 
four acres of land, a true and correct one of the land thereby represented? 

Answer. It is. Seth tae, 

Question. Are the chain carriers men of credibility? 

Answer. I believe they are. ar 

John McGrew, senior, of the county aforesaid, was also produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn before the 
Board, deposed, that he believes that the claimant settled and lived on the land claimed about the time mentioned 
by William Rogers, and has continued on the same ever since; that he is the head of a family, and was so at that 
time. 

Question. Is there any British or Spanish grants for this land? 

Answer. There is a’Spanish grant in the name of James Frazier, which I believe will be presented. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wiutiiam Rocers’s case, No. 8 on the docket of the Board, and No. 25 on the books of the Register. 


Ciaim.—A right of pre-emption of three hundred and eighty-eight acres, under the third section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of oe passed 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee and.east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the followiig tract of land, situated on the west side of ‘Tombigbee river, Washing- 
ton county, butted on said river, and bounded on the southwest by Kirkland’s old line, beginning at a sassafras, 
his old corner, and runs with the old line south, seventy degrees west, fifty-five chains, to a small pine corner; on 
the northwest, by lands within Kirkland’s survey, running north, twenty degrees west, fifty-five chains, to a small 
yellow leaf and whortleberry eorner; on the northeast by said survey, and runs north, seventy degrees east, ninety - 
two chains fifty links, to a stodping maple on the river bank; and from thence, the meanders of the river to the place 
of the beginning: having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, containing three 
hundred and eighty-eight acres; is claimed by William Rogers, under and by virtue of a settlement, bearing date 
the 7th day of February, 1800, and now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, 
to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy. of the plot here- 


with filed. : 
[Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed 17th February, 1804, by J. Malone. Chain carriers, John Cozby, Peter Cartwright. Test: R. Green. 
WILLIAM ROGERS, his x mark. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 72, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Mississippi Terrirory, Washington County: Marcu 12¢h, 1804. 


I do hereby certify that Peter Cartwright and William Shaw were sworn before me; that they impartially car- 
ried the chain for measuring a tract of land for William Rogers, claimed by virtue of settlement and cultivation, 


on the 3d of March, 1803. 
R. HARWELL, J. P. 
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Elijah Simmons, of the county of Washington, in the Mississippi territory, was. produced as a witness, and, bein 
duly sworn before the Board, deposed, that William Rogers moved, settled, built, and cultivated the land claime 
by the plot now presented to.the Board, in February, 1800, and has continued to inhabit and cultivate the same ever 
since; that he was the head of a family and of full age, in the said month of February, 1800, and is at this time the 
head of a family. 

Question. Do you know whether there is any British, Spanish, or donation claim for this land? 

Answer. I do not know of any.. 


John McGrew, senior, of said county, was also produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn before the Board, 
deposed, that William Rogers moved, settled, built, and. cultivated the land claimed and represented by the plot 
now presented to the Board, in February, 1800, and has continued to inhabit and cultivate the same ever since; and 
~~ “ was the head of a family and of full age in the said month of February, 1800, and is‘at this time the head of 
a family. fours a o/s 

. a Do -you know of any British or Spanish grant, or warrant, order of survey, or claim of donation for 
this land? 

Answer. I have understood, and believe, that there are both a British and Spanish claim for this land, but I 
have never seen either. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Matruew Suaw’s case, No. 9 on the docket of the Board, and No. 32 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—.A right of pre-emption of three hundred and thirty-three acres, two roods, and twenty-two poles, under 
the third section of the act. ; 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words following 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of compres passed 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee, butted on said 
river, bounded on the southwest by George Robbins and vacant land, on the southeast by vacant land, and on the 
northeast by vacant land and William Rogers; beginning on a hackberry on the river bank, and rans with Robbins’s 
line south, sixty degrees west, fifty-nine chains fifty links, to a sweet gum corner; thence, south, eighty-one dégrees 
west, fifty chains fifty links, to a hickory corner; thence, south, forty-two degrees west, eight chains, to a pine corner; 
thence, south, thirty degrees east, thirty-two chains, to a small pine corner; thence, north, seventy degrees east, thir- 
teen chains fifty links, to William Rogers’s corner, the saine course.continued; in all, one hundred and six chains, to 
Rogers’s corner maple on the river bank; and from thence, the meanders of the river to the place of beginning; 
having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, containing three hundred and 
thirty-three acres, two roods; twenty-two poles is claimed by Matthew Shaw, under and by virtue of a settlement, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and two, and now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office established 
east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, asalso to. the copy 
of the plot herewith filed. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 2d March, 1804, by J. Malone. Chain carriers, William Rogers, Peter Cartwright. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 86, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


MississipP1 Territory, Washington County: Marcu 12th, 1804. 


I do hereby certify that William Rogers and Peter Cartwright were sworn before me, that they impartially 
carried the chain for the measuring of a tract of land for Matthew Shaw, claimed by settlement and cultivation, on 


the 3d of March, 1803. 
R. HARWELL, J. P. 


William Rogers, of the county of Washington, in the Mississippi territory, was produced as a witness, and, being 
duly sworn before the Board, deposed: that Matthew Shaw moved, settled, built upon, and cultivated. the land 
claimed and represented by the plot now presented to the Board of Commissioners, in the summer or fall of the 
year 1802, and has continued to inhabit and cultivate the same ever since; that he then was, has continued to be, 
and now is, the head of a family, and of full age. 

Question. Do you know whether this land is claimed by any British, Spanish, or donation claim? 

Answer. I do not know of any. 


Elijah,Simmons, of{said county, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn before the Board, deposed, 
that Matthew Shaw moved, settled, built upon, and cultivated the land claimed and represented by the plot now 
presented to the Board of Commissioners, in the year 1802, and has continued to inhabit and cultivate the same 
ever since; that he was then, has continued to be, and now is, the head of a family, and of full age. 

Question. Do you know whether this land is claimed by any British, Spanish, or donation claim? 

Answer. I do not know of any. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration; then adjourned until Thursday, the 15th inst. 


_ Tuurspay, March 15, 1804, 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


James Ca.ier’s case, No. 10 on the docket of the Board, and No. 31 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of representation to five hundred and seventy-three acres, two roods, and fifteen poles, under 
the second section of the act, as assignee and legal representative of Jesse Briant and Henry Snelgrove. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in _—— of the act of Congress passed 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, on the waters 
of Smith’s creek, butted on said river, and bounded by Chestang’s claim above, and the heirs of James McGrew 
below, beginning on a small maple on the river bank, and running with Stewart’s old line, south, twenty-five de- 
grees west, crossing the river road at forty-nine chains thirty-five links, to a small pine station; at seventy-one 
chains, to a small branchs at one hundred and one chains, another; at one hundred and two chains, another; in all, 
one hundred and three chains, to a white oak corner; thence, north, sixty-five degrees west, crossing the main road 
at forty-seven chains to a small pine station, in all fifty-five chains fifty links, to a small pine corner on Stewart’s 
old line, on the upper side; thence, with the old line north, twenty-five degrees east, crossing the main or public 
road at nine chains sixty links, the river road at sixty-five chains fifty links, to a small bay station, crossing the 
branch at sixty-nine chains below the confluence of the above; in all, ninety-nine chains fifty links, to the old corner 
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and elm on the river bank; thence, the meanders of the river, to the place of beginning; having such marks, natural, 
as are represented in the plot annexed, containing five hundred and seventy-three. acres, two roods and fifteen 
poles, is claimed by James Caller, legal representative of Henry Snelgrove, under and by virtue of a settlement 
bearing date in the year 1797, and now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, established east of Pearl river, 
to be recorded as directed by said.act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot here- 


with filed. 
; JAMES CALLER, 
Representative of Jesse Bryant and Henry Snelgrove. 


[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 9th March, 1804, by J. Malone. Chain carriers, Richard S. Bryan and Hartwell Hardaway. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 83, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Mississipr1 Trerrtrory, Washington County: Marcu 10, 1804. 
Hartwell Hardaway and Richard S. Bryan came personally before me, John Murrell, and made oath that they 
carried the chain in surveying a tract of land, by Thomas Malone, for James Caller, on Smith creek, on one side, 
and Tombigbee river on the other, to the best of their skill and judgment. 
Sworn to before me, JOHN MURRELL, J. P. 
Hartwet. Harpaway, 
Ricu. Smiru Bryan. 


In support of the right of representation, the said James Caller produced a deed of conveyance from Jesse Bry- 
ant, re | the 19th day of September, 1800, duly executed, assigning, relinquishing, and conveying, to Henry 
Snelgrove, all the said Rosette right and claim to said land and the improvements made thereon; also, a deed of 
conveyance from sail Henry Snelgrove, bearing date the 14th day of June, 1803, duly executed, assigning, relin- 
quishing, and conveying, to the said James Caller, all the said Henry Snelgrove’s right and claim to the said land, 
and the improvements made thereon. ' 

Francis Boykin, of the county aforesaid, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn before the Board, 
deposed, that the land now claimed by James Caller was inhabited and cultivated by me, in the year 1795; that I 
removed from and abandoned the same, in the month of December o the same ‘year; that Jesse Bryant occupied the 
same in the said month of December, 1795, and continued to inhabit and cultivate the same in the year 1798; and 
further, that the said land has been inhabited and cultivated by the said Bryant, or Henry Snelgrove, ever since the 
month of December, 1795; and that Jesse Bryant was, at that time, head of a family; that the plot, now exhibited 
by the said Caller to the Board, represents a correct view of the land claimed. 

George Brewer was also produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn before the Board, deposed, that Jesse 
Bryant inhabited and cultivated the land, now claimed by James Caller, in the year 1797; and that the same land 
has continued to be inhabited and cultivated by the said Bryant or Henry Snelgrove ever since; and that Bryant and 
Snelgrove are the heads of families, and were at that time. 

e Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Isaac Ryan’s case.—The following certificate was exhibited, to wit: : 
Marcu 10, 1804. 
_ This day came before me Thomas Basset and James Finn, and, being duly sworn, say that they carried the 
chain for Isaac Ryan’s land, to the best of their skill and ability. so help them God. 
WILLIAM H. HARGROVE, J. P. 


Rozert Licon, Surveyor. 


James Morean’s case.—Sampson Mounger, George Brewer, and Micajah Wall, were produced as witnesses, 
and, being duly sworn, deposed, that John Burney, as the legal representative of whom James Morgan claims 
the right of a preference to purchase the tract of land represented by a plot exhibited by the said Morgan to the 
Board, inhabited and cultivated on the same, before and on the 3d day of March, 1803, by his representative; and 
that the said Burney was the head of a family. 

Question. Do you know of any British, Spanish, or donation claim for this land? ir? 

‘ Sampson Mounger.—I do not know of any, but have heard that John McGrew claims the same in virtue of a 
onation. . 4 
George Brewer.—John McGrew has told me that he claims this land in virtue of a donation. 
Micajah Wall.—John McGrew has told me that he claims this land in virtue of a donation, and have heard, and 


believe, that he has surveyed the same. 


Eprraim Barxer’s case, No. 11 on the docket of the Board, and No. 34 on the books of the Register. 


_ Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. The claimant presented 
his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures following, to wit: 


To the Commissieners appointed in ge wag of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on Tombigbee river, in the county of Washington, 
eagueled at a willow corner, and running thence, north, seventy-nine degrees west, fifty-five chains thirty-four 
links, to asmall gum; thence, north, forty-five degrees east, one hundred and forty-four chains, to a tupelo gum; 
thence, south, seventy-seven degrees east, fifty-five chains, to a gum; thence, south, forty-five degrees west, seventy- 
nine chains, to the river; thence, with the river, to the beginning; containing six hundred and forty acres; is claimed. 
by Ephraim Barker in and by virtue of the second section of the said act, as a donation; having such shape, form, 
and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, and is now exhibited to the 
Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he 


begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. : 
EPHRAIM BARKER, his x mark. 


Marcu 15, 1804, 
[ Plot omitted. ] 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 90, by Epwarp Liroyp Waites, for ; 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The following certificate was exhibited, to wit: 


Mississippi Territory, Washington county, ss: 

__ , This day personally came before me Joh Clark and William Barker, and made oath that they performed 
their duty: faithfully. and impartially in carrying the chain around a tract of land, surveyed by William Gilliam, 
surveyor, for Ephraim Barker, on the 18th of February, 1804, lying on the west side of Tombigbee river, and bound- 
ed partly on the bank of said river. 


Given under my hand and seal this, 12th of March, 1804. 
FIGURES LEWIS, J. P. 














1809.} LAND CLAIMS IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 653 











John Brewer, Esquire, and Wiley Barber were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that 
Ephraim Barker commenced to cultivate the land now claimed by him in the fall of the year 1797, and has continued 
to cultivate the same ever since; and that he was, at that time, the head of a family. 


The Board ordered that the case. be postponed for consideration. 


Hiram Movuncer’s case, No. 12 on the docket of the Board, and No. 33 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of rg em passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, beginning on a pine, and running south, forty-four degrees 
east, one hundred and forty-four chains, down the Sunflower.creek, to a tupelo gum; and thence, south, forty-seven 
degrees west, twenty-three chains, to stake in fifteen feet from black gum; and thence, north, thirty-five degrees 
west, fifty-four chains, to tupelo gum; and thence, north, sixty-five degrees west, twenty-five chains fifty links, to 
water oak; and thence, south, seventy degrees west, thirty-five chains, to swamp bush; and thence, north, forty de- 
grees west, thirty-five chains, to willow oak; and thence, north, forty-six degrees feast, seventy-two chains, to the 
beginning pine; including six hundred and forty acres, beg vacant land, now delivered to the Register of the 
Land Office to be established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave 


to refer, as also to the copy of the plot hereunto filed. 
HIRAM MOUNGER. 


Marcu 14, 1804, ' 
[ Plot omitted. ] 


The above survey was surveyed on the last day of February, beginning as follows, viz: on a pine; and thence, 
south, forty-four degrees east, one hundred and forty-four chains, directly down the said creek, to tupelo gum; 
thence, south, forty-seven degrees west, twenty-three chains; thence, north, thirty-five degrees west, fifty-four 
chains; thence, north, sixty-five degrees west, twenty-five chains fifty links; thence, south, seventy degrees west, 
thirty-five chains to branch; and up the said branch, amounting to fifty-seven chains; and thence, north, <i 
degrees east, to the beginning; bounded on the opposite of the said creek by vacant land, and on the opposite side by 
Charles Brewer, deceased. __ } ‘ 

Surveyed by me, Robert Ligon.—Chain carriers, James Danly, George Dieke. 

Robert Ligon, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that the plot now exhi- 
bited by Hiram Mounger, for the land claimed by him, presents a correct description, natural and artificial, of the 


same. 
Marcu 10, 1804, 


This day came before me, James Danley and George Dieke, and swore that they carried the chain, in surveying 
a tract of land for Hiram Mounger, without favor or affection, to the best of their skill and ability, so help them ; 
i WILLIAM H. HARGRAVE, J. P. 


Rosert Licon, Surveyor. 


John Brewer was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that Hezekiah Wheat inhabited and 
cultivated the land now claimed by Hiram Mounger, in the year 1796; and that the same has been cultivated ever 
since; and that he has heard Hezekiah Wheat say that he had exchanged this land with Hiram Mounger for other 
lands claimed and improved by said Mounger; and that said Hezekiah Wheat was, in the year 1796, above twenty- 
one years of age; and that the plot now exhibited by said Mounger presents a correct view of the land claimed by 
him; and that he lives within the limits of his claim and survey. 

Question. Do you know of any British or Spanish claim? 


Answer. Do not know of any. : ; 
Solomon Wheat was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that his brother, Hezekiah Wheat, 
and himself, inhabited and cultivated the land now claimed by Hiram Mounger, in the year 1795 or 1796, and that 
the same has been cultivated and inhabited ever since; that, in the year 1798, his brother, Hezekiah Wheat, 
exchanged this land with said Mounger for other lands claimed and improved by him, and that the plot, now pre- 
sented by Hiram Mounger to the Board, exhibits correct view of the land claimed by him, and that he lives within 


the limits of his.claim and survey. ; : 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Sampson MounceEr’s case, No. 13 on the docket of the Board, and No. 35 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and thirty-four acres under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee and east of 
Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on Mill creek, bounded as follows, viz: begin- 
ning at a red oak corners thence, south, fifty-four degrees east, seventy chains; thence, south, thirty degrees west, 
eighty chains, toa pine corner; thence, north, fifty-four degrees west, eighty-three chains, to an oak corner; thence, 
north, thirty-six degrees east, fifty-three chains, to a pine corner; thence, south, sixty-four degrees east, thirteen . 
chains; thence, north, thirty-two degrees east, twenty-five chains, to the beginning: having such marks, natural and 
artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, containing six_hundred and thirty-four acres; is claimed by 
Sampson Mounger, under and by virtue of the second section of the act, bearing date 3d March, 1803: the said 
Mounger claims no other lands in the territory, and now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office established 
east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy 


¥. March, 1803, for receiv- 
earl river. 


of the plot herewith filed. 
SAMPSON MOUNGER. 
[Plot omitted. } : 
Surveyed by Thomas Bilbo for Sampson Mounger, 9th February, 1804. Chain carriers, George Brewer and 
Osburn Brewer. 
: THOMAS BILBO. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 91, by Epwarp Lioyp Wauss, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


John Brewer, George Brewer, Jun. and Hiram Mounger, were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, . 
the said John and Hiram deposed, that Sampson Mounger built upon the tract of land claimed and represented by 
the plot exhibited to the Board, in the year 1797; and that he was at that time the head of a family... 

Gooden: Do you know that this land is claimed by a British or Spanish claim? 

Answer. We do not. 
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The said George deposed, that Sampson Mounger built upon the tract of land claimed in the fall of the year 
1797, and that he planted and cultivated within the limits of the same in the year 1798. 


Georce Brewer, Jun. attorney for the heirs or legal representatives of William Brewer, deceased; case No. 
14 0n the docket of the Board, and No. 37 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of five hundred and ninety-four acres under the second section of the act. : 
The claimant, as attorney aforesaid, presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in 
the following words and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in oa vA the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the Tombigbee, beginning at a cypress corner, 
made conditional between Sullivant and the party, on a lake, known by Sullivant’s landing, on the island by the 
name of the Three Rivers, and running south, cighty degrees east, seventy-nine chains fifty links; thence, 
north, ten degrees east, to Tombigbee, and up the said river to a cut-off; thence, with the cut-off to said lake, across 
on the west side of said lake; and thence, south, seventy degrees west, to an old line; and thence, south, fifty-one 
degrees west, with the said line to a black oak; thence, north, fifty-five degrees east, to the beginning cypress: having 
such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, containing five hundred and ninety-four 
acres, and is claimed by the-heirs of William Brewer, Sen. deceased, under and by virtue of the second section, to 
wit, a donation title; and now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be 
recorded as directed by said act. To all which they bes leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 


GEORGE BREWER, Jun. 
Altorney in fact for the heirs. 
Marcu 15, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


The above survey was surveyed the 23d of February, in the year 1804, per me, Robert Ligon, for the heirs of 
William Brewer, deceased, beginning on a cypress, at a landing on the east side of said lake, known by the name 
of Sullivant’s landing, in the island known by the name of the Three River island, and running south, eighty degrees 
east, seventy-nine chains and fifty links; thence, north, ten degrees east, to Tombigbee, and up the said river to.a cut- 
off; thence with the cut-off to said lake, across on the west side of said lake; and thence, south, seventy degrees 
west, to an old lines and thence, south, fifty-one degrees west, with the said line, to black oak; thence, south, thirty- 
five degrees east, to white oak, on one of the small creeks; and thence, north, fifty-five degrees east, to the begin- 
ning cypress. : 

og Wiley Barker and William Barker, do solemnly swear that you have faithfully executed the employment 
of chain-carriers, without favor or affection, to the best of your skill and ability: so help you God. 


: WILLIAM H. HARGRAVE, J. P. 
For the Three River tract, for the heirs of William Brewer, deceased. Rosert Ligon, Surveyor. 


Fresruary Ist, 1793. 


Articles of agreement made and agreed upon, by and belween George Brewer and Owen Sulliven, respecting his 
lands and possessions in the island. 


The said Brewer agrees, if the said Sulliven will go and'take possession of his houses and cleared land, and 
keep possession until the said Brewer call for the same again for himself, to give the said Sulliven half the land in 
the island; Sulliven to begin at the lower end of Mr. Brewer’s old clearing; the island to be divided in the middle; 
Brewer to keep the upper end, and Sullivan the lower end of the said island of lands, lying at the mouth of the 
Three Rivers, over the lake. ‘The above conditions are agreed upon by us. 

GEO. BREWER, * 
OWEN SULLIVEN, his x mark. 


N. B. And further agrees that, let Sulliven build a house on any part of the land, he would not dispossess him. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 94, by Ep>warp Lioyp Waizes, for 
; JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Wiley Barker, Richard Brashears, and Robert Ligon, surveyor, were produced as witnesses; and, being duly 
sworn, the said Barker deposed, that William Brewer inhabited and cultivated the land now claimed in the year 
1793 or 1794, and that he died previous to the year 1797, and that this land was not cultivated by any of his family 
in the year 1797, or since; sed. that he heard Owen Sulliven and George Brewer, Jun. for the representatives of 
William Brewer, deceased, agree upon a conditional line, mentioned in the notice, and upon a cypress for the 
corner tree to this line; and that said Sullivan and Brewer agreed that Brewer’s heirs should have the land lying 
above, or on the north side of the conditional line; and that Owen Sulliven should have the land lying below, or on 
the south side of this line. 7 

The said Brashears deposed, that William Brewer, deceased, inhabited and cultivated the land now claimed 
in the year 1792; that he died in the year 1793, or 1794; that Owen Sulliven inhabited and cultivated the same land 
for the representatives of William Brewer, deceased, as by an agreement between George Brewer and said Sulli- 
ven may more fully appear; and that Owen Sullivan continued to inhabit and cultivate this land until within one or 
two years last past, when he died; that he saw the articles of agreement, now presented to the Board, »etween 

rge Brewer and Owen Sullivan, signed and delivered for the purposes therein mentioned; and that he also saw 
James Bilbo subscribe the same as a witness. ; : ‘ 

Robert Ligon, surveyor, deposed, that the plot now exhibited by George Brewer for donation to the heirs of 
William Brewer, deceased, represents a correct view, natural and artificial, of the land so claimed. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Sotomon Wueat’s case, No. 15 on the docket of the Board, and No. 36 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A donation of two hundred and fifty seven acres and one hundred and thirty-eight poles, under the 
second section of the act. 


_..The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: . 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Bassett’s creek, in Washington 
county, beginning on a pine, and running north, sixty degrees east, twenty-five chains; thence, south, thirty — 
east, sixty chains, to a lake; thence, five chains, to a hackberry station, twenty-six chains and fift links to a arge 
sycamore, fifteen chains to the corner white oak: thence, south, sixty degrees west, twenty-three chains, to the begin- 
ning; containing two hundred and fifty-seven acres and one hundred and thirty-eight poles, having such shape, 
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form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are répresented in the plot herewith filed; is claimed by Solomon 
Wheat, in and by virtue of the second section of said act, asa donation. To all which he begs leave to refer, as 


also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
SOLOMON WHEAT, his x mark. 
Marcu 15, 1804. fy 
[Plot omitted. ] 
Fesrvary 22d, 1804. 

Then surveyed for Solomon Wheat, of Washington county, Mississippi territory, under a donation claim of 
land, two hundred and fifty-seven acres and one hundred and thirty-eight poles: beginning at a pine running north, 
sixty degrees east, twenty-five chains, to a pine; thence, south, thirty degrees east, sixty-five chains, toa lake; thence, 
to a fore-and-aft hackberry, five chains; thence to a cypress, twenty-six chains and fifty links, to a cypress pond; 
thence, to a white oak corner, fifteen chains and fifty links; thence, south, sixty degrees west, ninety-seven chains 

to Scot’s beginning corner; thence north, forty-one degrees west, fifteen chains, to the beginning. 


WILLIAM GILLIAM. 


Chain. carriers, Benjamin Harrison std Thomas Goodwin. 
Entered in record of claims, vol, 1, page 93, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
‘ JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


This may certify that Benjamin Harrison and Thomas Goodwin came before me, and made oath that they were 
chain bearers to William Gilliam, on a survey of a tract of land surveyed for Solomon Wheat, and that they gave a 
true account of the admeasurement as such. Given under my hand, this 15th day of March, 1804. 


JAMES CALLER, J. P. 


_Sampson Mounger, Hiram Mounger, Ephraim Barker, and Richard Brashear, were produced as witnesses, and, 
being duly sworn, the said Hiram deposed, that, in the year 1796, or 1797, he commenced to clear, and did clear, 
about two acres of land; and, on the 10th day of September, he went to the State of Georgia, for the purpose of assist - 
ing his father to remove to the settlement on the Tombigbee river; and, in October, 1797, he returned to this coun- 
trys in the year 1798, he exchanged the land by him claimed, with Solomon and Hezekiah Wheat, for another tract 
of land claimed by them; and that the plot now exhibited by Solomon Wheat is a true. representation of the land 
by him now claimed, also of a part of the land transferred by him to'Solomon and Hezekiah Wheat; and that Solo- 
mon and Hezekiah Wheat have divided the improvement, by a conditional :line made between them, as they have 
both told him; further, that they both intend claiming a donation under and in virtue of the labor and improvement 
made by him in 1796, or 1797; that he was at that time twenty-one years of age. 

Question. Do you know of any British or Spanish claim for this land? 

Answer. I do not. ; 

The said Barker deposed, that Hiram Mounger did clear some land on the tract now claimed by Solomon 
Wheat, in the year 1797, and that he was:at that time, and has continued to be, an inhabitant of this country, and 
was twenty-one years of age; and further, that he has heard said Mounger say that he exchanged said improvement 
and claim with Sciomon and Hezekiah Wheat, for other lands claimed and improved by them. 

The said Brashear deposed, that he saw Hiram Mounger clearing land, in the year 1797, on the tract now 
claimed by Solomon Wheat, and that said Mounger told him that he had exchanged this improvement and claim to 
this land with Solomon and Hezekiah Wheat, for other lands claimed and improved by them; and that Solomon 
Wheat now inhabits and cultivates within the limits of this claim and survey; further, that he believes that Hiram 
Mounger was, at the time of his settlement, twenty-one years of age. s 

The said Sampson Mounger deposed, that his son Hiram Mounger was born in the year 1772. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Ricuarp Brasuear’s case, No. 16 on the docket of the Board, and No. 55 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of act. , 
The claimant, as assignee and legal representative of Patrick Brewer, presented his claim, together with a sur- 
veyor’s plot, of the land claimed, in the words and figures following, to wit: — 


To the Commissioners appointed, pursuant to the act of Congress, the 3d March, 1803, for receiving and adjusting 
claims to lands south of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 


_ Please to take notice, that the following tract of land is claimed by Richard Brashear, of Washington county, 
Mississippi territory, under and in virtue of a settlement made by Patrick Brewer, in June, 1797, transferred by 
said Brewer to Sampson Mounger, 1798, and by said Mounger to James Denley in the same year, and by said 
Denley to George Dickey, in 1799, and by said Dickey to this claimant in May, 1800, bounded as follows, to wit: 
beginning ona white oak, and running north, thirty degrees west, eighty chains, to a tupelo gum; thence, south, sixty 
degrees west, eighty chains toa pine; thence, south, thirty degrees east, eighty chains, toa pine; thence, north, sixty 
degrees east, eighty chains, to the beginning; including in-said lines six hundred and forty acres, now delivered to 
the Register of the Land Office to be established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all 
which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 
RICHARD BRASHEAR. 
Marcu 15th, 1804. 


, {Plot omitted. ] 
The above is justly and truly laid off by me, Rosert Licon. 


Laid off the 14th July, 1803, for Richard Brashear, beginning on a white oak, and running north, thirty degrees 
west, eighty’chains, to a tupelo gum; and from thence, south, sixty degrees west, eighty chains, toa pine; and thence, 
south, thirty degrees east, eighty chains, to a pine; thence, north, sixty degrees east, eighty chains, to beginning; in- 
cluding in said lines six hundred and forty acres: at the time of the survey, it was boun ed by adjacent and unde- 
fined claims, including part of a claim held by Watley, and also the public ground, as the place appointed for the 
seat of justice in Washington county. 

Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 165, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
Mississippi Territory, Washington County: 


This day came before meJohn Denley, and, being duly sworn, says that he carried the chain for Richard 
Brashear’s land, without favor or affection, to the best of his skill and ability, so help him God. March 12th, 1804 


WILLIAM H. HARGRAVE, J. P. 
Mississipr1 Territory, Washington County, ss. 


I, David Gains, do swear that I have faithfully executed the office of chain carrier, to a survey of land 
made by Robert Ligon, and claimed by Richard Brashear. Sworn before me, this 10th of March, 1804. 


JOHN MURRELL, J. P. 
Roserr Licon, Surveyor. 
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Sampson Mounger and Hiram Mounger were produced as witnesses, and, being vo | sworn, the said Hiram de- 
sed, that, in the year 1797, Patrick Brewer built upon the tract of land claimed and represented by the plot ex- 
ibited to the Board, and cultivated upon the same. Knows that he was the head of a family previous to this time; 
and believes that he continued to be so in the year 1797, and that.he was twenty-one years of age; that he has heard 
Patrick Brewer acknowledge that he transferred his right of claim to this land to Sampson Mounger, and Samp- 
son Mounger that he transferred his right of claim to James Denley, and James Denley that he transferred his right 
to George Dickey, and George Dickey that he transferred his right of claim to Richard Brashear, at the several 
dates as specified in the notice of claim, now exhibited by the said Brashear for the said tract; and that the said 
Brashear has remained in the possession of the same ever since. 

The said Sampson deposed, that he purchased from Patrick Brewer, in the year 1798, and, in the same year, 
transferred the same to James Denley; further, that I know the said Brewer to have been the head of a family, and 
twenty-one years of age. js i eure eae 

Question. Do you know whether there is any British or Spanish claim for this land? 
Answer. We do not know of any. 
The. Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Micasan Watt’s case, No. 17 on the docket of the Board, and No. 39 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A right of pre-emption to three hundred and twenty acres and five-eighths of an acre, under the third 


section of the act. ; j ‘ 1 , 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on Smith’s creek, in the county of Washington, 
beginning at James Morgan’s northeast corner stake and pine, and runs north, seventy-three and a half degrees 
west, two hundred and seventy poles, to a small post oak, James Morgan’s northwest corner; thence, north, sixteen 
and a half degrees east, one hundred and ninety poles, crossing the spring branch to a small black-jack corner; 
thence, south,.seventy-three and a half degrees east, crossing spring branch, two hundred and seventy poles, 


to a light wood stake corner; from thence, a direct line to the beginning; containing three hundred and twenty acres 


and five-eighths of an acre; is claimed by Micajah Wall, in and by virtue of the third section of the said act, as a 
pre-emption; having such shape, form, ard marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot 
annexed, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as 
directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

MICAJAH WALL. 


Marcu 15, 1804. 
[Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed for Micajah Wall a tract of land, containing three hundred and twenty and five-eighths acres, lying 
in Washington county, on the waters of Smith’s creek; beginning at James Morgan’s northeast corner stake and 
pine-corners and runs north, seventy-three and a half degrees west, two hundred and seventy poles, to a small post 
oak, James Morgan’s northwest corner; thence, nurth, sixteen and a half degrees east, one hundred and ninety poles, 
crossing his spring branch, to a small black-jack corner; thence, south, seventy-three and a half degrees east, cross- 
ing another spring branch, two hundred fand seventy poles, to a light wood stake corner; and from thence a direct 


line to the beginning. Surveyed Ist February, 1804, by 
J. MALONE. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 100, by Eowarp Liuoyp Waites, for ; 
‘ JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Sampson Mounger and, George Brewer were produced as witnesses, and being‘duly sworn, deposed, that Mica- 
jah Wall, the present claimant, has inhabited ne | cultivated the land represented by the plot now exhibited to the 
Bvard, more than two years last past: and, during this whole time, hath been at the Lead of a family. 

Question. Do you know of any British, Spanish, or donation claim for this land? 
Sampson Mounger.—I do not know of any, but have heard that John McGrew claims the same, in virtue of a 
donation. 

George Brewer.—John McGrew has told me, that he claims this land by virtue of a donation. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration; then adjourned until Friday, the 16th instant. 


Frivay, March 16, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Ricuarp Ler’s case, No. 18 on the docket of the Board, and No. 44 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, as assignee and legal representative of Jordan Morgan, 


under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims south of the Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, beginning at a small hickory, upon a line run by Thomas 
Bilbo for James Denley, on his tract, lying above or north of Thomas Wheat’s land; and running thence, south, 
eighty-five degrees west, seven chains, toa pine; thence, north, fifty-five degrees west, seventy-five chains, toa 
hickory; thence, north, twelve degrees west, sixty-four chains, toa water oak; thence, east, eighty chains, to a white 
oak; and thence, south, to the beginning, one hundred and four chains: including in said lines six hundred and forty 
acres of land; bounded on the east by lands of James Denley and John Brewer, on the south by lands of John Brewer, 
on all other sidesby adjacent undefined claims. This land is claimed by Richard Lee, of Washington county, Mis- 
sissippi territory, under and in virtue of a settlement made by Jordan Morgan, in the month of August, or early in 
September, 1797, and sold by said Morgan to William Vardeman in the ‘year 1799, and by John Caller, Esgq., in 
behalf of said Vardeman, to this reporter, in the year 1801, April 16th; now delivered to the Register of the Land 
Office to be established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to 


refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 
R. LEE. 
Marcu M, 1804. 


[Plot omitted. ] 


The annexed survey was made the 10th of March, 1804, by the undersigned, for Richard Lee, having such marks, 
natural and artificial, as.the above plot represents, beginning ata small hickory, upon a line run by Thomas Bilbo 
for James Denley, on his tract lying above or north of Thomas Wheat’s land; and running thence, south, eighty-five 
degrees west, seven chains, to a pine; thence. north, fifty-five degrees west, seventy-five chains, toa hickory; thence, 
north, twelve degrees west, sixty-four chains, to a water oak; thence, east, eighty chains to a white oak; and thence, 
south, to the beginning; one hundred and four chains, bounded on the east by 1 


ands of James Denley and John 
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Brewer, on the south by lands of John Brewer, on all other sides by. adjacent undefined claims. This land sur- 
veyed for a donation claim. 
Roserr Licon, Surveyor. ! 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 115, by Eowarp Lioyp Watzss, for 
; JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
Mississipr1 Terri1ToRY, Washington County, ss: 


Personally appeared before me, one of the Justices of the Peace for said county, George Dickney and James 
Donnelly, who, after being duly sworn, say that they have this day truly and honestly performed the duty of chain 
carriers, in a survey of land claimed by Richard Lee, in the Sunflower neck. 


Sworn before me, this 10th day of March, 1804. 
WILLIAM H. HARGRAVE, J. P. 
Rosert Licon, Surveyor. 


Richard Brashear, Ephraim Barker, and Solomon Wheat, were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, 
the said Brashear deposed, that, in 1797, Jordan Morgan inhabited’ and cleared upon the land now claimed by 
Richard Lee, under and by virtue of a habitation and improvement made by the said Morgan; also, that said Morgan 
has told me that he had, for a valuable consideration, transferred the land to William Vardeman; and that, imme- 
diately upon Morgan’s quitting the habitation and improvement of this land, William Vardeman entered upon the 
same; and that Morgan was at that time of twenty-one years of age. ; 

The said Barker deposed, that, he believed that, in the year 1797, Jordan Morgan inhabited and improved the 
land now claimed by Richard Lee, in virtue of a_ purchase under Morgan; and that said Morgan has told me he 
transferred his right to. the land’ now claimed to William Vardeman for a valuable consideration; and that, imme- 
diately upon Morgan’s quitting the said habitation and improvement, William Vardeman entered thereon; and that 
Jordan Morgan was at that time twenty-one years of age. y : 

The said Wheat deposed, that, in the year 1797, Jordan Morgan inhabited and improved the land now claimed 
by Richard Lee, in virtue of a purchase under said Morgan. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Winey Barxen’s case, No. 19 on the docket of the Board, and No. 56 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, as legal representative to Daniel Barker, deceased, under 
the second section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot. of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed pursuant to the act of Congress, passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving and 
adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 


_ Please to take notice, that the following tract of land is claimed by Wiley Barker, of Washington cotinty, Mis- 
sissippi territory, by virtue of a legacy of Daniel Barker, deceased, to which the settlement was made by the said 
Daniel Barker, and held until 1803, and held in occupation until this period, to wit: beginning on a tupelo gum and 
conditional line made between James Coplen, deceased, and Daniel Barker, deceased, and running south, sixty de- 
grees west, eighty chains and fifty links, to a sweet gum; and from thence, north, thirty degrees west, seventy-nine 
chains fifty links, to a post oak; and from thence, north, sixty degrees east, eighty chains fifty links, to an ash; and 
thence, south, thirty degrees east, seventy-nine chains fifty links, to the beginning tupelo gum; including in said 
lines six hundred and forty acres, now delivered to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to 
be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot hereunto filed. 


WILEY BARKER, 
Legatee of Daniel Barker. 


Marcu 15, 1804. : 
[Plot omitted. ] 


The above survey was surveyed the 24th February, 1804, per mey Robert Ligon, for the legatees of Daniel Bar- 
ker, deceased, beginning on a tupelo gum, and running south, sixty degrees west, eighty chains fifty links, to black 
gum; and thence, north, thirty degrees west, seventy-nine chains fifty links, to post oak; thence, north, sixty degrees 
east, eighty chains fifty links, ash; thence, to the beginning tupelo gum; lying on the northeast by lands called Cal- 
jer’s, and on the northwest, and northeast, and southeast, on vacant land. Birveyed by me, 

ROBERT LIGON. 


N.B. The said land lies opposite the upper end of what is called the Three River island. 
Chain carriers, John Brewer, William Barker. . 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 167, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


You, John Brewer and William Barker, do solemnly swear that you have executed the employment of chain 
carriers, without favor or affection, to the best of your skill and ability: so help you God. 


. WILLIAM H. HARGRAVE, J. P. 
RoserT Licon, Surveyor. 


John Brewer, Esq. Ephraim Barker, and Richard Brasher, were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, 
the said Brewer and Brashear deposed, that Daniel Barker, in the year 1797, commenced to cultivate and improve 
the land now claimed by Wiley Barker, in virtue of a legacy, and that he continued to inhabit the same until the year 
1803, when he died; also, that he cultivated the same from the year 1798, until his death; and that he was twenty- 
one years of age at the date of his settlement. 

The said Ephraim Barker deposed, that he was present at the death of his son, Daniel Barker, and that he 
heard him give to Wiley Barker the land now claimed a short time previous to his decease; and that Daniel Bar- 
ker then requested him particularly to take notice that it was his will and desire that all his right and interest in this 
land should be vested in Wiley Barker, and that he was ~~ years of age at the time of his settlement, which 
was in the year 17973 and that Daniel Barker departed this life in the _ 1803; and that the present claimant im- 
mediately entered into the possession and cultivation of this land, and has continued in the possession and cultiva- 
tion thereof ever since. : 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for: consideration. 


Wycue Wat ey’s case, No. 20 on the docket of the Board, and No. 54 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and thirty-four acres, as assignee and legal representative ot 
Rebecca Kimbre, under the third section of the act. . , i 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims south of the Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of the Sunflower creek, near the 
seat of justice for Washington county, beginning on a black oak, and running south, twenty-three degrees west, fifty- 
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four chains, toa pine on the above creek; and thence, down the said creek, south, sixty-three degrees east, eight, 
chains, to a pine, one-eighth of a mile from said seat of justice; and thence, north, fifty-two degrees east, thirty-six 
chains, toa pine; and thence, south, fifty-five degrees east, seven chains, to pines thence, north, filty-two degrees east, 
one chain, to a post oak, to a line of Richard Lee’s, and with the said line four chains to the said Lee’s corner; thence, 
north, twelve degrees west, thirty chains, to swamp on stake; thence, south, eighty-six degrees west, twenty-five 
chains, to the beginning black oak; including in said lines one hundred and thirty-four acres, and also the two im- 
provements made by Mrs. Kimbre. This land is claimed by Wyche Watley, of Washington county, Mississippi 
territory, now delivered to the Register of the Land Office to be established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as 
directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot hereunto filed. 


WYCHE WATLEY. 
Marcu 15, 1804. 
[ Plot omitted. } 


The above survey was completed the 9th day of March by me, Robert Ligon, for Wyche Watley, claimed by 
re-emption, having such forms and marks, natural and artificial, as the above plot represents; beginning on the 
ake on a black oak, and running south, twenty-three degrees west, fifty-four chains, near the Sunflower creek;.and 

from thence, south, sixty-three degrees east, eight chains; and thence, north, fifty-two degrees east, thirty-six chains; 
south, fifty-five degrees east, seven chains;.thence, north, fifty-two degrees east, nine chains; thence, north, sixty 
degrees west, four chains, with Lee’s line; thence running north, twelve degrees west, thirty chains, with said Lee’s 
line, to Cypress swamp; thence, south, eighty-six degrees west, twenty-five chains, to the beginning, running into 
Brashear’s line. 


‘Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 163, by Epwarp Lioyp Watzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Maxcu 10, 1803. 
This day came before me James Donley and James Danley, and swore that they faithfully and truly carried the 


chain for to survey a tract of land for Wyche Watley, without favor or affection, to the best of their skill and ability, 
so help them God. 


WILLIAM H. HARGRAVE, J. P. 
Rosert Ligon, Surveyor. 


The said Watley produced a deed of conveyance from Rebecca Kimbre, bearing date the 9th day of October, 
1802, duly executed, assigning, relinquishing, and conveying to the said Watley all the said Kimbre’s right, title, 
and claim to said tract of land and the improvements made thereon. 

Hiram Mounger, Ephraim Barker, Wiley Barker, and Richard Brashears, were produced as witnesses, and, 
being duly sworn, the said Mounger deposed, that Rebecca Kimbre, in the year 1802, inhabited and cultivated on 
the land now claimed by Wyche Watley, as her representative; that, in the fall or winter of the same year, Mrs. 
Kimbre removed from and ceased to cultivate this land; and that the said Jand and improvement remained unculti- 
vated and unoccupied from the time that Mrs. Kimbre left the same, until the month of December or January, 1803, 
when the said Wyche Watley occupied and commenced the further cultivation thereofs and that Mrs. Kimbre was 
the head of a family. 


Question. At what time did Mr. Watley set out for the purpose of removing his family to the settlements on the 
Tombigbee, and at what time did he return with them? 


Answer. He set out in the spring of the year 1803, and returned to this settlement with them in the fall or winter 
of the same year. 

The said Ephraim Barker deposed, that he knew nothing about the settlement made by Mrs. Kimbre. 
ii bis said Wiley Barker deposed, that he knew nothing, of his own knowledge, of the settlement made by Mrs. 

imbre. 

The said Brashear deposed, that Rebecca Kimbre inhabited and cultivated the land now claimed in the year 
1802, and that she was at that time the head of a family. 

Question. Did Ne see Rebecca Kimbre sign and deliver, for the purpose therein mentioned, the instrument now 


presented to the Board, purporting to be a transfer from Rebecca Kimbre to Wyche Watley of the land now 
claimed, and did you see iy Denley subscribe to the same as a witness? 

Answer. I did. ; _ ; 

uestion put to Hiram Mounger. Was the land delivered to Mr. Watley or his agent by Mrs. Kimbre, and 

at what timer ; 

Answer. Rebecca Kimbre, in the month of October, 1802, delivered the land now claimed to me, as the agent of 
Wyche Watley, and for his use and benefit. : 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Brewer’s case, No. 21 on the docket of the Board, and No. —— on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 


The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
’ figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed pursuant to the act of Congress passed on the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving and 
adjusting of claims to lands south of the Tennessee and east of Peari river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, to wit: beginning on an ironwood, upon a line of the heirs 
of Charles Brewer, and running south, seventy degrees east, forty chains; thénce squaring the course each way, 
lying on the south side of the land claimed by said heirs, and the same distance on the north side of Johnson’s creek: 
this and is claimed by John Brewer, of Nip county, Mississippi territory, under and by virtue of a settle- 
ment made by this claimant in June, 1797, now delivered to the Register of the Land Office to be established east 


= = we river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the plot herewith 
ed. 


JNO. BREWER. 
Marcw 15, 1804. 
{Plot omitted. ] 


The above admeasurement is truly taken and laid down per me, Robert Ligon, this 15th day of February, 
1804; beginning on the corner of the orphans of Charles Brewer, and running eighty chains each way, lying on the 
south side of said tract, and on the north side of Johnson’s creek. 

Chain carriers, Wiley Roberts, James Danley. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 





sby Epwarp Lioyp Wa1tes, for 
. JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


You, James Danley and Wiley Roberts, do solemnly swear that you have faithfully executed the employment 
of chain carriers, without favor or affection: so help you God. 


Wun H. Harerave, J. P. ; WILEY ROBERTS, 
Roserr Licon, Surveyor. JAMES DANLEY. 
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Richard Brashear and Hiram Mounger were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, did depose, that, 
in the year 1797, John Brewer inhabited and cultivated the land now claimed, and has continued to inhabit and 
cultivate the same ever since; also, that he was at the time of his settlement the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Ficures Lewis’s case, No. 22 on the docket of the Board, and No. —— on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and twenty-nine acres, and thirty-six poles, under the third 
section of the act. 


The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 

figures, to wit: 

To the Commissioners appointed in ———_ of the act of Congress, passed 3d day of March,.1803,; for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on the west side of Tombigbee:iver, and on the 
west side of the most westerly prong of the Three Rivers, butted and bounded as follows, viz: beginning at a tu- 
‘eet gum, and over cup oak, standing on the west bank of the western prong of the Three Rivers, a little above Bar- 

er’s landing, in an old line, running on the old line south, fifty degrees west, forty-three chains and seventy-five 
links, to a turkey oak corner; thence, south, thirty-three degrees east, forty-six chains and thirty links, to.a water 
oak station; thence, course continued, fifteen chains and forty-five links, to a sweet gum corner; thence, south, ten 
degrees east, eleven chains, to a sweet gum station; thence, course continued, five chains and fifty links, to a water 
oak corner, standing on the north bank of Sullivan’s creek; thence, down the meanders of said creek, south, seventy- 
tive degrees east, nine chains, to the mouth where it makes into the before mentioned Three Rivers; thence, up the 
meanders of the said west prong of Three Rivers, to the beginning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are 
represented in the plot annexed, containing one hundred and twenty-nine acres and thirty-six poles, is claimed by 
Figures Lewis, of Washington county, as a pre-emption, under and by virtue of a settlement make by him, the said 
F. Lewis, on or about the Ist of December, 1803, and now exhibited unto the sy of the Land Office established 
east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of 
the plot herewith filed. 


FIGURES LEWIS. 
[Plot omitted.} 


Surveyed for Figures Lewis, of Washington county, one hundred and twenty-nine acres and thirty-six poles of 
land, which represents the above plot, lying and being, in the county of Washington, and on the west side of Tom- 
bigbee river, and on the west side of the most westerly prong of the Three rivers, butted and bounded as followeth, 
viz: beginning at tupelo gum, and over cup oak, standing on the west bank of the western prong of the ‘Three rivers, 
a little above Barker’s landing, in an old line, running on the old line, south, fifty degrees west, forty-three chains and 
seventy-five links, to a turkey oak corner; thence, south, thirty-three degrees east, forty-six chains and thirty links 
toa water oak station; thence, course continued, fifteen chains and forty-five links, to sweet gum corner; thence, 
south, ten degrees east, eleven chains, to.a sweet gum station; thence, course continued, five chains and fifty links, 
to a water oak corner, standing on the north bank of Sullivan’s creek; thence, down the meanders of anil creek, 
south, seventy-four degrees east, nine chains, to the mouth, where it makes in to the before mentioned Three Rivers; 
thence, up the meanders of said west prong of Three Rivers, to the beginning. 


Surveyed the ist day of March, 1804, by me, WILLIAM GILLIAM. 
Chain carriers, Wiley Barker and William Barker. : 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page —-, by Enwarp Lioyp Wares, for 


; JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
Misstssippt ‘l'erritory, Washington County, ss: 

_ This day came before me, Figures Lewis, one of the Justices of the Peace for said county, Wiley Barker, and 
William Barker, chain carriers, and made oath, that they would do justice, and render a true account of the outs in 
measuring round a tract of land surveyed by Mr. Gilliam for me. Given under my hand, this 2d of March, 1804. 


FIGURES LEWIS, J. P. 


Wiley Barker and Ephraim Barker were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, they deposed, that, in 
the month of December, 1803, Figures Lewis commenced to build and improve the land now claimed, and has in- 
habited and cultivated the same ever since; and that he was at that time the head of a family. 

Question. Do you know whether this land is claimed by any British, Spanish, or donation claim? 

Answer. We do not know of any British or Spanish claim, but do know that all, or the greater part thereof, is 
claimed by the representatives of William Brewer, deceased, in virtue of a donation claim. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. : 


Grorcr Brewer, Jun., case, No. 23 on the docket of the Board, and No. 62 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A donation of six hundred and twenty acres, as assignee and legal representative of James Watkins 
under the second section of the act. 


The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: * : 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, to receive and 
adjust the claims to lands south of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. ,? 


Mississtpp1 Territory, Washington County, March 6, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on Bassett’s creek, butting and bounded as fol- 
lows: beginning ona red oak corner, on the lower line of George Brewer’s Spanish claim, south, fifty-four degrees 
east, seventy chains, to a corner pine, along Mr. Sampson Mounger’s line; thence, south, thirty-six degrees west, 
forty-five chains, to a corner white oak, on said Mounger’s line; thence, south, sixty degrees east, forty chains, to a 
corner pine; thence, north, thirty degrees east, ninety chains, to corner stake; thence, north, sixty degrees west, one 
hundred and ten chains, toa corner red oak; thence, to the beginning first mentioned, having such marks, natu 
and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, containing six hundred and twenty acres, is claimed by George 
Brewer, Jun. as the legal representative of James Watkins and George Johnston, under and by virtue of occupancy; 
the said tract herein specified being inhabited and cultivated, the said claimants legally represented by George Brewer, 
Jun. on the day of the evacuation of the Spanish troops from this territory, agreeable to the second sectivn of an act 
of Congress entitled anact, &c. and for along time previous to that time; and the same does not appear to be 
claimed by virtue of any of the preceding provisions of the act, and the said claimant, legally represented by George 
Brewer, claims no other lands in the territory, and now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east 
of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. All of which he begs leave to refer, as also to the plot hereto 


fixed. 
; GEORGE BREWER, Jun. 
Surveyed by Thomas Bilbo, February, 1804. Chain carriers, Sampson Mounger, John Hall. 
Entered on record of claims, vol. 1, page 181, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
[Plot omitted. ] 
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Mississipr1 Territory, Washington County: P : 
Appeared before me, Wm. Pierce, one of the Justices for said county, John Hall and Sampson Mounger, and 


made oath that they rendered a true adjustment of the outs in a survey made by Thomas Bilbo, for Mr. Watkins, as 
donation right, to George Brewer, Jun., his representative:.as witness my hand and seal. 


Sworn before me, the 26th day of March, 1804. 
WLLIAM PIERCE, J. P. 


Sampson Mounger, and John Caller, Esq. were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said Caller 
deposed, that James Watkins inhabited and improved upon: the land now claimed, in the year 1797, and also in 
the months of March and April, 1798; and that James Watkins was, in the year 1797, twenty-one years of age. 

The said Mounger deposed, that James Watkins inhabited and improved upon the land now claimed, in the 
year 1797, and also in the months of March and April, 1798; and-that James Watkins was, in the year 1797, twenty- 
one years of age. That James Watkins told me that he had transferred his right to the land now claimed unto 
George Johnston for a valuable consideration, and that immediately after James Watkins quit the possession of the 
land, and George Johnston entered the possession thereof, that George Johnston has told me, that he had, for a val- 
uable consideration, transferred his right to the land now in question to Alexander McGrew, and I know that said 
McGrew possessed himself of the same: I have heard Alexander McGrew say that he had, for a valuable considera- 
tion, transferred his claim to this‘land to Julian Castro, !and do know that Julian Castro possessed himself thereof. 
Julian Castro has told me that he had transferred, for a valuable consideration, his right to the same land to George 
Brewer, Jun.; and I do know that said Brewer took possession thereof, in the year 1800 or 1801, and has continued 
in the possession and improvement thereof ever since. 

The Board ordered that the case be: postponed for consideration. 


JostaH SKINNER’s case, No. 24 on the docket of the Board, and No. 67 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and eighty-five acres, under the second section of the act. 

‘Fhe claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 

To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d ‘day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands southof Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Tombigbee river, in the county 
of Washington, beginning on a red oak, being Thomas’s corner, and runs thence, south, eighty-six degrees 
west, forty chains, toa stake; thence. north, forty-five degrees west, fifty chains, to a light wood stump; thence, south, 
forty degrees west, one chain and fifty links, to a pine corner; thence, south, thirty-eight degrees east, one hundred 
and five chains, to a gum corner; thence, south, eighty degrees east, forty chains, to the rivers thence, with the river 
to the beginning; containing one hundred and nog Sve acres, having such shape, form, and marks, both natural 
and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed; and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office esta- 
blished east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a 
copy of the plot herewith filed, March 16, 1804: the above land fis claimed under and i virtue of the third section 


of said act, as a pre-emption. 
JOSIAH SKINNER. 
[Plot omitted. } 


This plot represents a tract of land surveyed for Josiah Skinner, beginning on a red oak corner, of Thomas 
Carson’s, standing on the bank of Tombigbee river: running thence, south, eighty-six degrees west, forty chains, 
to a stake on Carson’s line; thence, north, forty-five degrees west, fifty chains, to a light wood stump; thence, 
south, forty degrees west. one chain and fifty links, to a pines thence, south, thirty-eight degrees east, one hundred 
and five chains, to asweet gum; thence, south, eighty degrees east, forty chains, to an ash on the bank of the river; 
thence, up the various courses of the river, to the beginning; containing one hundred and eighty-five acres. 


Surveyed 10th day of March, 1804. 5 
NATT. CHRISTMAS. 


Entered in the record of claims, vol. 1. page —, by Epwarp Liorp Wares, for ; 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Adam Hollinger and Natt. Christmas were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, they deposed: that 
Josiah Skinner commenced to inhabit and cultivate the land now claimed in the fall of the year 1802; and do be- 
lieve that he continued to inhabit and cultivate the same until after the third day of March, 1803; and that he was on 


said third day of March the head of a family. ; ‘ 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Anna Mouncer’s case, No. 25 on the docket of the Board, and No. 61 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of five hundred and four acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented her claim, together with.a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 


figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the Tombigbee river, butting and bounding as 
follows, viz: beginning ona large sycamore, running south, forty-eight degrees west, one hundred and ‘twenty-six 
chains, forty-nine links, to a pine; thence, north, forty-two degrees west, forty chains, to a pine; thence, north, forty- 
eight degrees east, one hundred and twenty-six chains, forty-nine links, to a hackberry corner on the river; thence, 
down the river Tombigbee, to the beginning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot 

d four acres of land 3 isclaimed by Anna Mounger, under and by virtue of occu- 


annexed, containing five hundred and four acres 0 i ) [ 
pancy, the said tract therein specified béing inhabited and cultivated by the claimant since the year 1797, and she 


claims no other lands iu the territory; and now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pear! 

river, to be recorded, as directed by said act. To all which she begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot here- 
ith filed. 

2 ANNA MOUNGER. 


[Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed by Thomas Bilbo, for Anna Mounger. Chain carriers, George Brewer, Jun. and John Hall. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 179, by Ey>warp Lioyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Mississiprt Territory, Washington County: 

Appeared before me, William Pierce, one of the Justices for the said county, John Hall, and made oath that 
he rendered a true adjustment of the outs, as chain carrier, in a survey made by Thomas Bilbo, for Anna Mounger, 
as donation right; as witness my hand and seal. Sworn before me, this twenty-sixth day of March, 1804. 

WILLIAM PIERCE, J. ?. 
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Mississippi. Territory, Washington County: Bs 
Personally ne before me George Brewer, and made oath, that he'carried the chain for a tract of land, 
ounger, to the best of his knowledge. Given under my hand, March 30th, 1804. Sworn to 


surveyed for Anna 
bef ore 
| JON. CALLIER, J. P. 


George Brewer, Jun., Francis Boykin, and James Caller, Esq: were produced as witnesses, and, heing duly sworn, 
the’ said Brewer and Boykin testified, that Elijah Thompson, the late husband ef Anna Mounger, inhabited and 
cultivated the land now claimed by Anna Mounger, in the year 1796, and part of the year 1797; some time in the 
first part of this year, Elijah Thompson died, without lawful issue, that Anna Mounger, his wife, continued to: inhabit 
and cultivate the same land, until sometime in the month of December, 1798, when she intermarried with Samp- 
son Mounger; and that Sampson Mounger continued, after his intermarriage, to. cultivate the year following. | 

The said Caller testified, that in the year 1802, he came into the possession of the land now claimed by 
Anna Mounger, by authority of Joshua Howard, who claimed the same, under an English title, but finding that the 
present claimant asserted her right to the land, and not finding any satisfactory title in Howard, he gave up the pos- 


session. ' 
Question to each of the witnesses. Do you know whether this land is claimed by any Spanish or English title? 
Answer. We do not. 

_ Question to each of the-witnesses. Do you know whether the present claimant makes claim to any other lands 

in this a, force of any British or Spanish grant, warrant, or order of survey? 


Answer. We do not. : ; ‘ 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Tuomas Carson’s case, No. 26 on the docket of the Board, and No. 38 on the books of the Register. _ 
Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, as assignee and legal representative of John Jacob Abner, 


under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, te wit: , 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. © ~ 
Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of the Tombigbee river, in the 
county of Washington, beginning at a stake at the mouth of the lake, called the Polbyu, and running south, eighty- 
six degrees west, eighty chains, to a pine corner; thence, south, eleven degrees east, eighty chains, to.a pine corner; 
thence, north, eighty-six degrees east, eighty chains, toa. red oak standing on the river; thence, up the river to the 
beginning; containing six hundred and forty acres; having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, 
as are represented in the plot annexed; which said tract of land is claimed by Thomas Carson, legal representative 
of John Jacob Abner, in and by virtue of the second section of the said act, as a donation, and is now exhibited to 
the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which 


he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
; THOMAS CARSON, 
Legal representative ef John Jacob Abner. 


Marcu 16, 1804. . 
[Plot omitted. ] 


This. plot represents a tract of land, surveyed for Thomas Carson, beginning at red oak corner, on the bank of 
Tombigbee, running up the bank of the river, as the plot directs, eighty chains, to a stake at the mouth of Polbyu; 


thence south, eighty-six degrees west, eighty chains, to a pine; thence, south, eleven degrees east, eighty chains to a 
pine; thence, to the beginning; containing six hundred and forty acres. Surveyed the 12th of March, 1804. 
; NATT. CHRISTMAS. 


Chain bearers, John Barnett, Godwin Mirack. 


Entered in record of claims, volume 1, pages 97 and 98, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, for. _ 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


This day came John Barnett and Goodwin Mirack before me, and made oath that, in all cases where they 
have borne the chain, nae gy done it to the best of their knowledge, and rendered a true account of the measure- 


ment; and that they would, in all cases hereafter, do the same in like manner. 


Sworn before me this 5th of March, 1804, } 
JOSEPH THOMPSON, J. P. 


The said Thomas Carson, in support of the right cf representation, produced a deed of conveyance from John 
Jacob Abner, bearing date the 31st day of July, 1802, duly executed, assigning, relinquishing, and conveying to the 
said Carson, his heirs and assigns, all the said Abner’s right, title, interest, and claim to the said land, and the im- 
provements made thereon. _ Aco ; U ; 

Adam Hollinger, Francis Boykin, and Richard Barrow, were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the 
said Hollinger deposed, that John Jacob Abner did, in the year 1797, and for many years before, inhabit and cul- 
tivate the land-now claimed, and continued to inhabit and cultivatethe same, until after he sold his right to Thomas 
Carson; that the said Abner was, in the year 1797, the head of a family: in the spring of the year-1803, Thomas 


Carson entered into possession of the premises, and has so continued ever since. 
The said Boykin testified, ‘That Abner was in possession of the land in the year 1792 or 1793, but does not know 


that he lived there in 1797. mae ale rm, 
The said Barrow testified, that John Jacob Abner did inhabit and cultivate the land in question in the year 1797, 


and has continued to cultivate the same until the last year; and that he was of full age, and the head of a family in 


year 1797. . i 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


The Heirs of Cuartes Brewer, case No. 27 on the docket of the Board, and No. 57 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of five hundred and eighty-two acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners.appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to lands south of the river Tennessee, and east of Pearl: river. - 

Marcu 14, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, beginning on a tupelo gum near the bank of Sunflower 
creek, or on a stake in and about fifteen feet from said gum, and bounding on five lines of Hiram Mounger’s survey, 
and cornering on a stake in the branch, and running south, twenty degrees west, forty-four chains; thence, south, 
seventy degrees —_ one hundred and twenty-seven chains, to the beginning. ‘This land is claimed by the heirs of 


Pp 








{ 
j 
j 
: 
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Charles Brewer, late of Washington county, Mississippi territory, deceased, under, and by virtue of, a settlement 
made by the said Charles Brewer, in pee agri 1797, and now delivered to the Register of the Land Office, to be 
recorded as directed by said act. To which they beg leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 


EPHRAIM BARKER, his x mark, 
sa For the heirs of Charles Brewer. 

[ Plot omitted. ] 

Test, Ricuarp Lx. 


The within plot is surveyed for the remains of Charles Brewer, deceased, beginning on a tupelo gum, near the 
bank of the Sunflower creek, or on a stake in and about fifteen feet from said gum, and binding on five lines of Hiram 
Mounger’s survey, and corners on a stake in the branch,,and running south, twerty degrees west, forty-four chains; 
thence, south, seventy degrees east, one hundred and twenty-seven chains, to the beginning. 


Surveyed by me, Robert Ligon. Chain carriers, Stephen Williams, George Dickey. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 168, by Epwarp Lioyp Waltzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Marcu 10, 1804. 


This day came before me George Dickey and Stephen Williams, and swore that they had faithfully and truly 
carried the chain in surveying a tract of land for the heirs of Charles Brewer, deceased, without favor or affection, to 


the best of their skill and ability, so help them God. , 
WILLIAM H. HARGRAVE, J. P. 
Rosert Licon, Surveyor. 


John Brewer, Esq. and Hiram Mounger, were produced as witnesses, and being duly sworn, they deposed, that 
the deceased Charles Brewer commenced the improvement of the land in question, in the fall of the year 1797, by 
clearing a little land, &c.; his family being sickly, he did not make a crop un the land in the year 1798, but came 
on to the land with his family in the fall of the year 1798, and continued to inhabit and cultivate the same until his 
decease, which was in the year 1802; his family have since continued to inhabit and cultivate the same land until 


the pont time. The said Charles Brewer was the head of a family in the year 1797. 
he Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Cater, Esq. case No. 28 on the docket of the Board, and No. 40 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of five hundred and sixty-seven acres and six-tenths of an acre, as assignee and legal repre- 
sentative of Joseph Anderson, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee river, and east of the Pearl river. 


Forr Stroppert, March 15, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land lying west of the Tombigbee river, butting and bounding 
northwardly, beginning at'a sycamore on the bank of said. river, being the conditional corner between Joseph Ander- 
son and Jacob Abner, running south, seventy-six degrees west, to another black jack corner, agreed upon by the said 
Anderson and. Abner; thence, to a stake on the same course, distance seventy chains; thence, south, three degrees 
east, seventy-five chains, to a black gum on the side of a small branch; thence, north, eighty-seven degrees east, se- 
venty chains, to a stake on the river bank at Rochon’s corner; then up the meanders of said river to the beginning 
corner; bounded northwardly by Jacob Abner’s land, and southeastwardly by Rochon’s land, west by vacant land, 
and on the east by the Tombigbee river, lying in the county of Washington, Mississippi territory, about two miles 
above Nanna Hubba bluff; is claimed by James Caller, the legal representative of Joseph Anderson, the said Joseph 
Anderson having settled thereon on the —— day of —— 1798; and conveyed by said Anderson to Seth Dean, on 
the 3d of December, 1803, and from said Dean conveyed to James Caller, on the 16th day of January, 1804, under 
and by virtue of the donation, agreeably to the second section of an act of Congress, passed the 3d of March, 1803, 
as may appear by that act, to all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot now handed or deliver- 
ed to the Register of the Land Office to be established east of Pearl river, and to be recorded agreeably to that act. 

| JAMES CALLER, 
JOSEPH ANDERSON. 


Marcu 14, 1804. 


Surveyed for James Caller, the legal representative of Joseph Anderson, a tract of land on the west side of the 
river Tombigbee, containing five hundred and sixty-seven and six-tenths acres; beginning at a sycamore on the bank 
of said river, being the conditional corner between the said Anderson and Jacob Abner, running south, seventy-six 
degrees west, to another black jack corner agreed on by the said Anderson and Abner; then to a stake on the same 
course, distance seventy chains; thence, south, three degrees east, seventy-five chains, toa black gum on the side of 
a small branch; thence, north, eighty-seven degrees east, seventy chains, to a stake on the river bank, at Rochon’s 
corners then up the meanders of said river to the beginning corner; bounded northwardly by Jacob Abner’s land, and 
south-eastwardly by Rochon’s land, west by vacant land, and on the east by the Tombigbee river, lying in the 
county of Washington, Mississippi territory. 

Surveyed by James Gordon. Chain bearers, Joseph Bates, Sen. William Weathers. 


Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 101, by Epwarp Lioyp Watrzes, for 
_ JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Joseph Bates, sen. and William Weathers, made oath, as chain bearers to James Gordon, surveyor, they have 
given a true account of the lands they admeasured for him as such, to the best of their knowledge. 


JAMES CALLER, J. P. 


In support of the right of representation, the claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance from Joseph Anderson, 
bearing date the 3d day of December, 1803, assigning and conveying to Seth Dean all the said Anderson’s right, 
claim, and interest in the said tract of land, and the improvements made thereon; also produced a deed of convey- 
ance from said Dean, ‘bearing date the 18th day of January, 1804, coriveying and assigning to the said James Caller 
all the said Dean’s right and claim to the said tract of land, and to the improvements made thereon. 

Adam Hollinger was produced as a witness, and being duly sworn, deposed, ‘That the said Joseph Anderson en- 
tered into the land in question early in the year 1798, (believes in the month of February,) and cultivated a small: 
crop that season, and lived on the land in a school house; that the year following he built a house on the land, and 
continued there to inhabit and cultivate until about this time last year; he then sold his improvement, and moved off. 
At the time when he first went on to said land, he had a wife and family of children. 

Question by James Caller. Did you ever hear John Jacob Abner say that he and Anderson had agreed upon a 
conditional line between their respective possessions?. 

Answer. I did hear Abner say so, but do not know where the line was.” 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideratiun. 


[ Plot omitted. ] 
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_ Howe Duprer’s case, No. 29 on the docket of the Board, and No. 42 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and thirteen acres, as assignee and legal representative of William Hillis, 
under the second section of the act. pee | 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the third day of March,.1803, for 
receiving and adjusting of the claims of land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land is claimed by Howel Dupree, of Washington county, 
Mississippi territory, under, and in virtue of,a settlement made by William Hillis in the year 1795, now delivered 
to the Register of the Land Office to be established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To 
which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 

HOWEL DUPREE. 


Marcu 15, 1804. , ' 
[Plot omitted.] — 


The above survey is just and true as it stands stated, surveyed the 14th day of March, 1804, by me, Robert 
Ligon, and having such marks, natural and artificial, as the plot represents; beginning on a line run fir Creighton’s 
survey, and running north, thirty-four degrees west, seventeen chains, to a sassafras; and from thence north, thirty- 
seven degrees east, thirty-five chains to pine; and from thence south, eighty: five degrees east, to water oak; and from 
thence north, twenty degrees east, thirty-four chains, to swamp bush; and from thence, meandering the river, and 
on its west side, to where the rivers Tombigbee and Alabama intersect each other, and corner. on a sweet guin on 
the bank of said river, and running south, eighty degrees west, one hundred and fifty-two chains, to the beginning 
stake, including, in said lines, the improvement made by Hillis and transferred to Dupree, to which the same 
implies the surveying. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 108, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. . 


Mississippi Territory, Washington County: : Manxcu 30, 1804. 


a appeared before. me John Hines and Edmund Smith, and made oath on the Holy Evangelists of 
a God, deposed, and said, that they carried the chain for a tract of land surveyed for Howel Dupree, and 
that they effected the duty to the best of their skill and judgment, as directed by the surveyor. 
Given under my hand. Sworn to before me, :; 
JON. CALLIER, J. P. 


The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyence from William Hillis, bearing date the 9th day of November, 1801, 
assigning and conveying to-the said Howel Dupree all the said Hillis’s right, interest, and claim ‘to the said tract 
of land, and to the improvements made thereon.’ 

Richard Barrow was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that, in the year 1795, William 
Hillis commenced the improvement and cultivation of the land now claimed, and continued to inhabit and improve 
the same until he sold his right to Howel Dupree in the year 1801; the last part of ‘the time the said Hillis rented 
the land. When Dupree purchased the right of Hillis, he took the possession, and has continued to inhabit and 
cultivate the same until this time; that the said Hillis, at the time of his inhabiting, as aforesaid, the said land, in 
the year 1797, was the head of a family. ae | ; 

Guestion. Were you present when the said Hillis assigned his right to the land in question to the said Dupree? 

Answer. I was; it was done at my house. 

Question. Did you see it executed and delivered by Hillis? 

Answer. I did, and signed it myself as a witness. ; 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Scor1’s case, No. 30 on the docket of the Board, and No. 41 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A. donation of three hundred and seventy-five acres and twenty poles, as assignee and legal represen- 
tative of Gabriel Burrows, under the second section of the act. ; é 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the third day of March, 1803, Sor 
receiving and adjusting the claims of lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Bassett’s creek, in thécounty of 
Washington, beginning at a pine and running south, thirty degrees east, one hundred and twenty-two chains, to a 
gum corners thence south, sixty degrees west, twenty-five chains, to a gum corner; thence north, thirty: degrees 
west, seventy-nine chains, to a cypress corner; thence north, sixty degrees west, te acm chains, to a red oak: 
thence north, forty-five degrees west, thirty chains fifty links, to red oak; thence north, ats sh degrees east, 
fifty chains thirty links, to the beginning; containing three hundred and seventy-five acres and twenty. poles, having 
such shape, form, and. marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot herewith annexed: is claimed 
by James Scott, legal representative of Gabriel Burrows, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office 
established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to 
a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

JAMES SCOTT, 


Marcu 15, 1804. ; _ Legal representative of Gabriel Burrows. 
[Plot omitted. ] 
Fesrvary 18, 1804. 


I have surveyed, for James Scott, three hundred and seventy-five acres and twenty poles of land, on the west 
side of Tombigbee river; its buttings and boundaries are as hereafter set down: beginning at a pine, running south, 
thirty degrees east, to a sweet gum, seventy-five chains, to an open pond; thence, to a tupelo gum corner, forty- 
seven chains; thence south, sixty degrees west, twenty-five chains; thence north, thirty degrees west, to a black 
gum station on Lee’s line, forty-seven chains; thence, to a cypress corner, thirty-three chains; thence north, sixty- 
five degrees west, to a forked red oak corner, twenty-five chains; thence north, forty-five degrees west, to-a mul- 
berry station, twelve chains; thence, to a red oak sapling corner, eighteen chains twenty-five links, to the beginning, 
north, sixty-seven degrees east, fifty chains thirty links. 

WILLIAM GILLIAM. 


Chain carriers, Solomon Wheat and Benjamin Harrison. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 106, by Epwarp Lioyp Waxes, for : 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Mississippr Territory, Washington County: — Marca 13, 1804, 


This day came before me, one of the justices assigned to keep the peace in said county, Solomon Wheat and 
Benjamin Harrison, and did swear that they carried the chain round the land that was run for James Scott, to the 


best of their knowledge: so help them God. 
WILLIAM H. HARGRAVE, J. P. 
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The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance from Gabriel Burrows, bearing date the 19th day: of September, 
1799, relinquishing and conveying to the said Scott all the said Burrows’s right, title, and claim, to the said tract 
of land, and the improvements made thereon. 

' Hiram Mounger was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that. about Christmas, inthe year 
1797, Gabriel Burrows removed on to the land in question, with his tamily, erected a house, and commenced the 
clearing of the land, and raised a crop upon the same the following season; that he continued to inhabit and cul- 
tivate the same until he sold his possessions to James Scott; the said James Scott,then came into the possession of 
the premises, and has continued to inhabit and cultivate the same until this time; that the said Burrows was, at the 
time of commencing his settlement, as aforesaid, the head of a family. ; . 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration, and adjourned until Saturday, the 17th instant. 


Saturpay, March 17, 1804. 


~The Board met, according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Monday, the 19th instant. _ 
Monpay, March 19, 1804. 


The Board met, according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Tuesday, the 20th instant. 
Tvuespay, March 20, 1804; 


The Board met, according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Txomas Bassett’s case, No. 31 on the docket of the Board, and No. 49 on the books of the Register. 
_Claim.—Of seven hundred and fifty acres, as administrator of Nathaniel Bassett, deceased, who was son and 
heir of Thomas Bassett, deceased, under a British grant, confirmed by a Spanish ‘warrant of survey, under the first 


section of the act. : é ; : ‘ 
The claimant exhibited his ciaim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 


figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the third day of March, 1803, for 
* receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Piease to take notice that the following tract of land, situated on the river Tombigbee, in the county of Wash- 
ington, beginning ata sassafras, running thence, north, eighty-two degrees west, one hundred and twenty-five chains 
and seventy-five links, to a pine corner; thence, south, eight degrees west, fifty-nine chains and twenty-eight links, 
toa black jack; thence, south, eighty-two degrees east, ninety-two chains, to a white ash on the river; thence, with 
the river, to the beginning; containing seven hundred and fifty acres, is claimed by Thomas Bassett, administrator 
of Nathaniel Bassett, in and by virtue of a British and Spanish grant, having such shape, form, and marks, both 
natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land 
Office, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as. also to a copy of the plot here- 


with filed. 
_ THOMAS BASSETT, 
Marca 19; 1804. Administrator of Nathaniel Bassett. 


[Plot omitted. ] 


‘The above survey was surveyed the 27th day of February, 1804, for ‘Thomas Bassett, the representative of 
Thomas Bassett his brother, lying and situated on the upper end of Mackintosh bluff, partly surround the basin, 
beginning on a sassafras, on the west side of the above river, and running north, eighty-two degrees west, one hun- 
dred land twenty-five chains, seventy-five links; thence, south, eight degrees west, fifty-nine chains, twenty-eight 
links; thence, south, eighty-two degrees east, ninety-two chains, to the above river or basin, including Hinston and 
Powel within the survey, amounting, by estimation, to seven hundred and fifty acres. 

N. B. The within survey was surveyed by me, Robert Ligon. 


Chain carriers, Francis Stringer, William Barker. 


You Francis Stringer, and William Barker, do swear, and affirm, that you have justly and truly carried the 
chain, as directed by the surveyor, to the best of your skill and ability, for ‘Thomas Bassett; land situated on M’In- 


tosh bluff. 
JOHN BREWER, J. P. 
Rosert Licon, Surveyor. 


In support of this claim, the following written documents were introduced, to wit: 


I, Najhaniel Bassett, inhabitant of this city, in the best form of law, before your excellency, appear and say, 
that from my late father, both my brother Thomas and myself inherited a certain quantity of land, situated on the 
river Tombigbee, formerly in the district of Mobile, but now included in the American territory, according to the 
limits lately fixed, which land consists of a plantation of one thousand and fifty acres, possessed by my brother, and 
another of seven hundred and fifty, whereupon lives, with our consent, Mr. Powel; which possessions were the 
property of our father, who had the titles thereof, from the time they were under the English government, having 
since, and while they belonged to the Spanish dominions, presented the said original documents to his excellency 
Stephen Miro, formerly Governor General of these provinces, who was pleased to confirm us, by the title we obtain- 
ed from him, in the legal possession which we enjoyed. But several accidents happened to my mother, Lucy Bassett, 
having caused the seizure of her property, and among other things of the said titles, which were put in the public de- 
posit; they were destroyed there in the fire of the year 1794. It being now necessary to ascertain the loss, in order 
prove, in the American territory, that I am the legal owner of the aforesaid lands, I beg your excellency to be pleased 
to order an information to be taken, without delay, and deposition to be received, as well of the. persons who saw 
us in peaceable possession of them, when the said river and its lands were delivered to this Government, as of those 
who have seen, not only the English titles which we had got, but also the confirmation granted to us in virtue of 
them, by the aforesaid Governor Miro. And to that end I beg your excellency to admit the justification I offer, 
issuing order for the witnesses whom I will present to be examined according to the tenor of what I have heretofore 
exposed, and to deliver me the whole after its execution, to the use, and with reserve of my rights; which favor I so- 


licit with justice; and swear, &c. 
, .NATHANIEL BASSETT. 


It being presented, the information solicited by the petitioner will be received. Mr. Peter. Derbigny, interpreter 
— being called, if necessary, with the usual formalities, the execution of the present order is committed to the 
otary, who, after it is duly complied with, will deliver it as is solicited. 


[Here follows the Civil Governor’s half signature.] eae 
It is so ordered by his honor Don Nicholas Vidal, Lieutenant Governor, Auditor of War for the provinces of 
Louisiana and West Florida, and Civil Governor temporary of the same, since the death of the Governor General, 
vice Patron Royal, and sub delegate of the posts revenues, for His Majesty, who signed it in the city of New Or- 


leans, the seventh day of July, one thousand eight hundred. 3 
NARC. BROUTIN, Notary Public. 


The same day I informed Mr. Nathaniel Bassett of the above. 


Broutin, Notary Public. 
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The same day I communicated the above te Mr. Peter Derbigny, who said he accepted of the commission of in- 
terpreting therein given tohim, and swore in the name of Almighty God to fulfil it faithfully. In witness whereof 


he has set his signature to the present. ' ; 
ae PETER DERBIGNY. 
Beforeme: . Narc. Brovtin, Notary Public. 


In the city of New Orleans, the seventh day of July, one thousand eight hundred, Mr. Nathaniel Bassett pre- 
sented as a witness, in the information by him solicited, according to the order given for its execution, Mr. Augustin 
Rochon, inhabitant of the town of Mobile, actually in this city, and in virtue of the commission to me conferred by 
the foregoing decree, and through the interpretation of Mr. Peter Derbigny, I recéived the oath which he made by the 
Almighty God, and the Holy Cross, according to law, to declare the truth in what will be under his knowledge, and 
being interrogated agreeably to the tenor of the foregoing petition, he said, that it is certain, to him known and noto- 
rious, that Nathaniel Bassett and his parents possessed some lands on the river ‘Tombigbee, in the district of Mobile; 
and that he, the deponent, saw the said Nathaniel and his parents in quiet and peaceable possession of the said Jands, 
at the time that the said river, and the lands belonging to it, were given up to this crown; and further, he affirms that 
his present deposition contains the truth, agreeably to his oaths and after it was read to him, he ratified and confirm- 
ed it; he is said to be twenty-seven years of age, and signed with.the above named interpreter; which I doattest. 

AUGUSTIN ROCHON, 
PETER DERBIGNY. 


Before me: Narc. Brovttn, Notary Public. 


In the city of New Orleans, the eighth day of July, one thousand eight hundred, Mr. Nathaniel Bassett, in the 
information by him solicited, according to the order given for its execution, presented as a witness Mr. Anthony 
Mendez, of whom, in virtue of a commission to me conferred by the foregoing decree, I received the vath which he 
made by the Almighty God, and the Holy Cross, according to law, to declare the truth in what will be under his 
knowledge; and being interrogated after the tenor of the foreguing petition, he said, that the contents of ‘the said 
petition are the exact truth, for the deponent held in his own hands, the titles of property of the said lands, written 
in the Engligh language; and he further affirms, that his’ present deposition is faithful and true, agreeably to his 
oath; and after it was read to him, he ratified and confirmed it: he is said to be above the age of majority, and signed 


it; which I do certify. : 
. ANTHONY MENDEZ. 
Before me: © Narco. Brovutrin, Notary Public. 


In the city of New Orleans, the ninth day of July, one thousand eight hundred, Mr. Nathaniel Bassett, in the 
information by him solicited, and ordered to be taken, presented as a witness Mr. Simon Favre, of whom, in virtue 
of the commission to me conferred by the foregoing decree, and through the interpretation of Mr. Peter Derbigny, I 
received the vath which he made, by the Almighty God, and the Holy Cross, according to law, to answer the truth 
in what will be under his knowledge; and being interrogated after the tenor of the foregoing petition, he said, that 
it is certain, and to him well known, that Mr. Thomas Bassett, father of the petitioner, since the time that the En- 
glish Government was owning and had the effectual possession of the plantations situated on the river. Tombigbee, 
one of them ata place called ‘Thomas’s Bluff, and the other at the place called Thichapataw, which now bears the name 
of Bayou Bassett, or Bassett’s creek; that when the district of Mobile, wherein were inciuded the,said plantations, 
was given up to the crown, the sons of the said Thomas Bassett became Spanish subjects, and, as such, continued to 
possess the said lands; that the deponent also knows that one.Stgoe Powel lives on one of the said plantations, although 
he is not informed for what motive. And he further says, that this is all that is ‘known to him concerning this mat- 
ter,and that it is the truth agreeably to the oath he has taken; and after it was read to’ him, he ratified and confirm- 
ed it. He is said to be forty years of age, and signed with the above named interpreter; which I do certify. 

SIMON FAVRE. 


Before me: Narc. Brovurin, Notary Public. 


In the city of New Orleans, the same day, month, and year, Mr. Nathaniel Bassett, in the information by him 
solicited, and ordered accordingly to be taken, presented as a witness, Mr. Charles Parent, of whom, in virtue of 
the commission to me conferred by the foregoing decree, and through the interpretation of Mr. Peter Derbigny, I 
received the oath that he made by the Almighty God, and the Holy Cross, according to law, to declare the truth; 
and being interrogated after the tenor of the foregoing petition, he said, that he knows and heard that the father of 
the petitioner possessed two plantations on the river Tombigbee, in the district of Mobile, in the time of the English 
dominion; and that, when the district of Mobile was given up to this crown, the said Bassett, father and son, be- 
came Spanish subjects, and remained in possession of the said lands; he further says, that his present deposition 
contains the truth, agreeably to the oath he has taken; and after it was read’ to him, he ratified and confirmed it. 
He is said to be sixty-three years of age, and signed with the above named interpreter; which I do certify. 

CHARLES PARENT. 
PETER DERBIGNY. 


Before me: Narc. Broutin, Notary Public. 


In the city of New Orleans, the twelfth day of July, one thousand eight hundred, Mr. Nathaniel Bassett, in the 
information by him solicited, and ordered accordingly, presented as a witness Mrs. Mary Fitzgerald, of whotn, in 
virtue of the commission conferred to me, and through the public interpreter, I received the oath which she made, by 
the Almighty God, and.the Holy Cross, according to law, to declare the truth; and being interrogated after the 
tenor of the foregoing petition, she said that the only thing she can declare is, that, before the last fire, shesaw the 
titles of grant of the lands mentioned in said petition, written in the English language, in possession of the petitioner, 
and confirmed by his excellency Stephen Miro, formerly Governor of this province; and she further says that her 
present deposition contains the truth, agreeably to the oath she has made. Is said to be, more than thirty years of 


age, and signed with the above named interpreter; which I do certify. 
MARY FITZGERALD. 


. PETER DERBIGNY. 
Before me: Narc. Browrin, Notary Public. 


In the city of New Orleans, the fifteenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred, before me, the Notary, appeared 
James Lemaire, witness presented by Mr. Nathaniel Bassett, in the information by him solicited, of whom, in 
virtue of the commission to me conferred by the preceding decree, I received the oath which he made by Almighty 
God, and the Holy Cross, according to law, to declare the truth; and being interrogated after the tenor of the fore- 
going petition, he said, that about two years before the fire of 1794, the petitioner showed him two titles 
of grant of some lands, which his father possessed on the river. Mobile, at the place called Tombigbee; the 
first in the English language, which his aforesaid father had since the time of the English dominion, and the 
others in Spanish, being given by his excellency Governor Stephen Miro, wheréby he left the petitioner in peace- 
able possession of the said lands, because, when said territory was given up to Spain, he, the oak petitioner, became 
a Spanish subjects‘that he cannot ascertain, with any degree of precision, what was the exact quantity of said 
lands, but believes that one tract contained above a thousand acres, and the other more than seven hundred of su- 
perticies; and he further says, that his — deposition contains the truth, agreeably to the oath he has taken, and 
after it was read to him, he ratified and confirmed it. Is said to be thirty years of age, and signed it; which I do 


certify. : 
;, JAMES LEMAIRE. 
Beforeme: Narc.' Broutin, Notary Public. 














I, Nathaniel Bassett, inhabitant of this city, in pursuance of the instance by me moved, with a view of justifying 
that my brother Thomas and myself are truly the owners of two plantations, situated on the river Tombigbee, the 
one at the place called Thomas’s bluff, and the other at Thichapataw, now known by the name of Bayou Bassett or 
Bassett’s creek; the first containing one thousand and fifty acres, and the other seven hundred and fifty; on one of 
which is now living, Mr. Powel, before your excellency appear and say, that I have sufficiently proved, by the de- 
positions of Augustin Rochon, Anthony Mendez, Simon Favre, Charles Parent, James Lemaire, and Mary Fitzger- 
ald, that we legally possess and own the said tracts of land, according to the titles of them, which the said witnesses 
have seen, as well as ‘those granted by the English Government, as those granted by the Spanish, which titles per- 
ished in the fire of the year 294; in consequence of which, and to the end of justifying my right, and legal posses- 
sion of the aforesaid lands, and that the said justification may be equivalent to the original titles destroyed by the fire, 
so that I’ may be acknowledged as legal owner of the said tracts, in the United States, in which territory they are 
now included, according to the late limits, I beg of your excellency to give your approbation to the said justifica- 
tion, as far as is by law required, giving it the necessary sanction by your decree, and the intervention of your royal 
authority; ordering, at the same time, that the original writings be delivered to me with such authenticated copies as | 
may want, to present myself where, and in the manner that will be convenient to my interest. And to that end, I 
entreat of your excellency to issue the orders I am soliciting with justice; swearing, &c. 

: i NATHANIEL BASSETT. 

Let the writings be brought before the tribunal: follows the Civil Governor’s half signature. 


It has been so ordered by his excellency Don Nicholas Maria Vidal, &c. the 24th of July, 1800. 
NARC. BROUTIN, Not. Pub. 
‘The same day, I, the notary, went to Mr. Nathaniel Bassett’s lodgings, and notified him the foregoing decree. 
BROUTIN, Not. 


Having seen the information, made at the request of Mr. Nathaniel Bassett, we approve it, in as much as is by 
law required, ordering to deliver the original of it to said Bassett, agreeably to his petition, with such copies as he 
may want for the purposes to him convenient, he paying their amount, together with that of the costs of the present 


writings, according to their just tax. ' 
NICHOLAS M. VIDAL. 


It. was so ordered by his exceilency Don Nicholas Maria Vidal, &c. in New Orleans, the 4th day of August, 1800. 
NARC. BROUTIN, Not. Pub. 

The same day, I communicated the contents of the foregoing decree to Mr. Nathaniel Bassett. 

BROUTIN, Vor. 

{ Here follows the taxation of the costs. ] 

I, Peter Derbigny, interpreter to His Catholic Majesty in and for the province of Louisiana, do certify that the 


above is a true and faithful translation from the original, written in Spanish. In testimony whereof, I have hereunto 
set my hand, the thirteenth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and one. (The 24th of July, 1800, interlined 


before signed.) PETER DERBIGNY 


I, Nathaniel Bassett, inhabitant of this city, in the information which I have been permitted to give, to the end 
of justifying that my brother Thomas and myself are the only legal owners of the two:plantations, one of which con- 
tains one thousand and fifty acres, and the other seven ltundred and fifty, both srenttolh to our father, with the usual 
titles, since the time of the English dominion in the river Tombigbee. formerly in the jurisdiction of Mobile, and 
now included within the American territory by the late limits; the said property having been confirmed to us by new 
titles under the Spanish Government, before your excellency appear and say: that, to the end of proving more fully 
the date of the Spanish titles which were destroyed in the fire that happened in this city in the year 1794, he wishes 
your excellency may be pleased to order that Mr. Bernard Molina, Mr. Anthony Mendez, and Mr. Augustin 
Camano, shall declare, upon eath, if they know and are assured that, before the said fire, they saw in my hands and 
possession the two above said titles, dated in June, 1787, by which his excellency Don Stephen Miro, then Governor 
of this province, confirmed to me the property and privilege which I had upon the said plantations or tracts of land; 
and, it being so done, in order to give more force and validity to these proofs, and hold them as a part and as the end 
of the present information, I beg of your excellency to approve’ them, so far as is by law required, and confirm them 
by your judicial decree, and the interposition of the authority which you represent, ordering the whole of the pro- 
ceedings to be delivered to me original, with the copies which I willask for the purposes that will tend to establish 
my rights; the costs of which I am ready to pay. I, therefore, beg of your excellency to be good enough to issue 


the order which I solicit with justice; to which end I do swear, &c. 
' NATHANIEL BASSETT. 


The persons named in the above shall swear and declare as is solicited before the notary to whom it is committed; 
and, after it shall be done, the papers will be brought before the tribunal. 

{Here follow the signatures or flourishes of the Governor and Auditor. ] 

It is so ordered by his excellency Don Manuel de Salcedo, colonel of the royal armies, civil and military Governor 
of the provinces of Louisiana and West Florida, inspector of the troops and militia of the same, vice patron royal, 
and judge sub-delegate of the superintendency of the posts for His Majesty, who signed it with Don Nicholas Maria 
Vidal, lieutenant governor, high judge of the war in and for these provinces, and counsellor general of the govern- 
ment of the same, in the city of New Orleans, the 2Ist day of October, 1801. 

NARCISSE BROUTIN, Not. Pub. 


Inthe city of New Orleans, the 22d day of October, 1801, before me, the notary, appeared Don Augustin Camano, 
of whom, in virtue of the commission which is given to me by the foregoing decree, I received the oath which he 
made by the Almighty, and a sign of the Holy Cross, according to law, to answer the truth that will be laid before 
him, and being interrogated agreeably to the tenor of the preceding petition, he said, it is true and certain that, before 
the fire which broke out in this city in the year 1794, he saw in the hands and possession of the petitioner the titles 
of two tracts of land situated on the river Tombigbee, formerly in the jurisdiction of Mobiles one of one thousand 
and fifty acres, the other of seven hundred and fifty; which titles were signed by his excellency Don Esteban Miro, 
Governor General of this province, under date of the month of June, 1787, and by them the aforesaid Governor con- 
firmed the property and rights which the petitioner had upon the said tracts ever since the English dominion; and 
he further affirms that his present deposition contains the truth, agreeably to his oath, and, after it was read to him, 
he ratified and confirmed it: said to be of fifty-three years of age, and signed it, which I do attest. 

AUGUSTIN CAMANO. 
Before me: 
Narcisse Brovtin, Not. Pub. 


In the same day, month, and year, I, the notary, in virtue of the commission which is conferred unto me by the 
foregoing decree, received the oath of Don Bernard Molina, sub-lieutenant of the armies, who took: it by the Almighty 
God, the right hand laid on the hilt of his sword, swearing to answer the truth to the questions that will be asked of 
him; and, being interrogated after the tenor of the foregoing, petition presented-by Mr. Nathaniel Bassett, he said, 
that, before the fire which happened in this city in the year 1794, he saw in the hands and possession of said Bassett, 
two titles of two tracts of land or plantations, situated on the river Tombigbee, formerly in the jurisdiction of Mo- 
bile, one of one thousand and fifty acres, and the other of seven hundred and fifty; said titles bearing date of the 
month of June, 1787, signed by the then Governor General of this province, confirming thereby the property and 
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rights which the said Bassett had to said lands, in time of the English dominion; and he further affirms that his pre- 
sent deposition contains the truth, agreeably to his oath; and,.after it was read to him, he ratified and confirmed it: 


sai he age of majorit d signed, which I do attest. . Bi 
said to be above the age ajority, and signed, whic do attes BERNARD MOLANA. 


Before me: 


Narcisse Broutin, Not. Pub. 


In the city of New Orleans, the 30th day of October, 1801, before me, the notary, appeared Don Anthony Mendez, 
of whom, in vittue of the commission which is conferred unto me by the foreguing decree, I received the oath, 
which he made by the Almighty God and the Holy Cross, according. to law, swearimg to answer the truth to the 
- questions that shall be asked of him, and, being interrogated after the tenor of the foregoing decree, he said, that 
he is certain and knows. positively that, before the fire of the year 1794, Mr. Athanasius Bassett had in his posses- 
sion the titles of property of the'lands expressed in his foregoing petition, and that the deponent himself kept in his 
hands the primitive titles in English in the year 1780, being at Mobile, which titles were’ destroyed, by the same fire, 
with those granted by his excellency Don Stephen Miro, former Governor of this province; and he said that what 
he has declared is the truth, agreeably to the oath which he has taken: that he is forty-nine years of age; and he 


signed it; which I do attest. » 
ANTHONY MENDEZ. 


Before me: 
Narcisse Brovutin, Not. Pub. 


The whole being seen, we approve, as far as the law admits it, the information received at the request of Mr. Na- 
thaniel Bassett, and order it to be delivered to him original, with such copies as he will ask for the purposes which 
may be convenient to him, he paying the amount and the costs, according to a just tax. 

MANUEL DE SALCEDO, 
NICHOLAS MARIA VIDAL. . 


_ It has been so ordered by his excellency Don Manuel de Salcedo. &c. who signed it, with Don Nicholas Maria 
Vidal, &c. in the city of New Orleans, the 1st day of December, 1801. 
; NARCISSE BROUTIN, Not. Pub. 


(Here follow the ratification of the decree and taxation of the costs. ] 


I, Peter Derbigny, interpreter to His Catholic Majesty, in and for the province of Louisiana, do certify that the 
above is a true and faithful translation from the original written in Spanish. In testimony whereof I have hereunto 
set my hand the 19th day of May, 1802. [The words then and with scratched out before signing.) 

PETER DERBIGNY, 


Don Manuel de Salcedo, coronel de lo reales exercito, gobernador solitico y militar de las provincias de. la Luisi- 
ana y Florida Occidental, inspector de la tropa veterana y milicia de ellas, vice-patron real, y suez sub-delegado de 
la superintendencia general de correo, &c. 4 F 

Certifico que Don Pedro Derbigny, dequien parece firmad el documento antecedente, es interprete publico por Su 
Magestad de etto provincia, y que es surerdadera firma a la que se debe dar entera fé y credita; y para que conste 
doy la presente firmada de mi mano, sellada con el sello de mi arma refrendada, por el infrascrito comisario hono- 
rario de guerra, secretario por Su Magestad de este Gobernador, en la Nueva Orleans, a dos de Junis, 1802. 

fn. s.)] MANUEL DE SALCEDO, . 
ANDREZ LOPEZ ARMETTO. 


Certified that the signature within this document is the same that his excellency the Governor General puts in 


all public and private papers signed by him. 
[L. s.] JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 
Mose, March 6, 1804, 


Entered in the Register’s Office, vol. 1, page 127 to 145, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish wri- 


tings hereto annexed... 
THOMAS PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn to before the Board, March 20, 1804. Attest: Davin ParmMecer 2d, Clerk. 


The following depositions were exhibited, to wit: 


The deposition of Wilford Hocket, who deposeth and says, that, at the time the British exercised jurisdiction on 
and about the river ‘Tombigbee, he lived there, and that he knew Thomas Bassett to live. and be in’ possession of a 
tract of land, said to contain five hundred acres, on the Tombigbee river, at the upper,end of what was called Mac- 
intosh’s bluff; and that, when the Spanish came to exercise jurisdiction there, the family of Bassetts went to New 
Orleans; some time after, say in the year 1788, the deponent being in company with Nathaniel Bassett, a Mr. Powel 
applied to said Bassett to purchase said land, but said Bassett refused selling it, saying he intended to return to 
and live on it as soon as he could arrange his business at New Orleans. After this, Mr. Powel requested liberty to 
live on said land: Bassett observed he might, on condition that he would leave it when thereunto requested. 

‘ WILFORD HOGGATT. 


Natcuez, November 12, 1801. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, ‘ 
SAMUEL BROOKS, Justice Peace. 
The deposition of bagi Hocket, Esquire, who deposeth and says, that, some time in the year 1788, the-de- 
ponent being in company with Nathaniel Bassett, a Mr. Powel applied to said Bassett, and requested liberty to go 
on toa tract of land, belonging to said Bassett, at M’Intosh’s bluff, until he could eis | himself elsewhere: said 
Bassett replied that he might, if he would leave or deliver it to him whenever he, the said Bassett, should request it. 
ANTHONY HOGGATT. 


Natcuez, November 12; 1901. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
SAMUEL BROOKS, Justice Peace. 

Young Gains and James Dean were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said Gains deposed: 

Question. Do you believe that the land now claimed by Thomas Bassett, as the legal representative of Nathan- 
iel Bassett, lying on Thomas’s bluff, was inhabited and cultivated on the 27th day of October, 1795? 

Answer. I co believe that this land, or some part thereof, was cultivated by William Powel, his sons, or 
widow, on the 27th day of October, 1795. 

The said Dean deposed: 





ce 
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In the latter part of the year 1788, I heard William Powel ask of Nathaniel Bassett, the brother of the present 
claimant, leave to settle upon and cultivate the land now in question; and that Nathaniel Bassett told William Powel 
that he might settle upon and cultivate the same, provided he, Powel, would deliver to him, Nathaniel Bassett, pos- 
session when he should require him, Powel, so to do; to which Powel assented, but said that he expected that Bas- 
sett would not want the possession within a short time. Bassett then told Powel he could not certainly say: for he 
ment — itshortly, or perhaps not within two or three years; and this was previous to Powel’s taking possession 
of the land. : 

Question. Do you know whether this land was inhabited and cultivated by William Powel, his widow, or sons, 
on the 27th day of October, 1795? : 

Answer. It was cultivated by them, or some of them, on the 27th day of October, 1795. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Tuomas Bassert’s case, No 32 on the docket of the Board, and No. 48 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—Of one thousand and fifty acres, as son and heir of Thomas Bassett, deceased, under a British grant, 


confirmed by a Spanish warrant of survey, under the second section of ‘the act. . : 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 
To the Con‘missioners appointed, in pursuance of the aci of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Bassett’s creek, in the county of 
Washington, beginning at a cotion tree, running thence, north, sixty-seven degrees west, ninety-seven chains and 
fifty links, toa pine; thence, south, twenty-three degrees west, eigthy-three chains and sixteen links to a pine; thence, 
south, sixty-seven degrees east, two hundred and twenty-three chains, to Tombigbee river, a maple corner; thence, 
with the river, as the same meanders, to the beginning; containing one thousand and fifty acres, having such shape, 
form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by Thomas 
Bassett, in and by virtue of a British grant and a Spanish grant; and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land 
Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot 


herewith filed. - 
THOMAS BASSETT. 


Marcu 19, 1804. ee 
p [Plot omitied.] 


The above survey was surveyed the 2d day of March, 1804, by me, Robert Ligon, for Thomas Bassett, an inha- 
bitant of this county, having such marks, forms, and boundaries, natural and artificial, as will hereafter be described, 
as follows, viz: beginning on the west side of the above river, and crossing the same, for compliment, on the front 
line, and extends north, sixty-seven degrees west, one hundred and fifty-seven chains, to a large lake or swamp, im- 
passable; thence. striking a square, north, twenty-three degrees east, eighty-three chains sixteen links to old british 
survey, said to be dene ior the father of Thomas Bassett, and following the said line, ninety-seven chains fifty links, 
to a pine; south, twenty-three degrees west, eighty-three chains sixteen links, to a pines; thence, aiming to ‘butt said 
line, to the aforesaid swamp; including, in said lines, by estimation, one thousand and fifty acres. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 122, by Eewarp Lioyp Waizes, for , 
; JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Marcu 10, 1804. 


This day came before me Isaac Rains and Joel Walker, and swore that they faithfully and truly carried the 
chain, to the best of their skill and ability, without favor or affection: so help them God. 
WILLIAM H. HARGRAVE, J. P. 

RosperT Lacon, Surveyor. 

In support of this claim, the same written documents recorded in the preceding case, excepting the two deposi- 
tions. were applied; also, Young Gains, Francis Stringer, and James Dean, were introduced as witnesses, and, being 
duly sworn, the said Gains deposed, that I saw Thomas Bassett, the father of the present claimant, in the occupancy 
and cultivation of the tract of land now claimed, before the year 1781, and during the dominion of the British Govern- 
ment over this country, having large improvements thereon, it being the same tract whereon the present claimant has 
lived, lying above the mouth of Bassett’s creek; and I always understood and believed that. Thomas Bassett’s 
father had obtained a grant from the British Government of West Florida for the same tract of lands and that the 
said Thomas Bassett, the father of the present claimant, as I was informed and do believe, was murdered by the 
Indians, in or before the year 1781. 

Question. Do you know that Thomas Bassett, the present claimant, inhabited and cultivated the land now in 
question on the 27th day of October, 17957 

Answer. He did inhabit and cultivate the same on the 27th day of October, 1795. 

Question. Of what age was Thomas Bassett at the time he was murdered? 

Answer. He was about thirty-seven years of age, or upwards. ' 

Question. Which is the true Bassett’s creek, the one that runs into the Tombigbee river on its eastern or left 
bank, or that which empties itself into the same river on the western or right bank? 

Answer. I believe they are both properly called by the name of Bassett’s creek; the one on the right bank of 
the Tombigbee, from his having lived on or near the same, and the one on the left from Thomas Bassett’s having been 
murdered thereon; and that the tract of land now in question lies on the west bank of the Tombigbee. 

Question, put to the said Dean. Do you know that Thomas Bassett, the present claimant, inhabited and culti- 
vated the land now in question on the 27th day of October, 1795, and has continued to inhabit and cultivate the same 


ever since? 
Answer. I do know that he did cultivate and inhabit the same on the 27th day of October, 1795, and has con- 


tinued to do so until this time. a . 
Question 2d. Do you know whether or not Thomas-Bassett, the present claimant, was twenty-one years of age 


in the month of June, 1787? 
Answer. I do not certainly know, but believe that he was twenty-one years of age at that time. 


The said Stringer deposed: ; wind 

I do believe that Thomas Bassett, the present claimant, inhabited and cultivated the land now claimed on the 
27th day of October, 1795, and do know that he has continued to have the same land inhabited and cultivated ever 
since. ; ; 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Cornetius M’Curtin’s case, No. 33 on the docket of the Board, and No. 53 on the books of the Register. 

Claim.—Of four hundred and eighty acres, by virtue of a Spanish grant or order of survey, under the first sec- 


tion of the act. sear ¥ ; : ; , 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act td Congress, passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to land south of the Tennessee river and east of the Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, the following tract of land, lying west of the river Tombigbee, beginning on the bank of 
the river, at a sycamore corner, standing at the mouth of a gut on George Brewer’s line, running up the river north 
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eighty-six degrees west, thirty-eight chains, to a swamp oak bush on the bank of the river; thence, south, thirty de- 

rees west, one hundred and twenty-six chains and forty-nine links, to a pine; thence, south, eighty-six degrees east, 
thirty-eight chains, to a pine; thence, north, thirty degrees west, one hundred and twenty-six chains and forty-nine 
links, to the beginning; bounded on the north by land of John Arnot, and on the south by John Stelly’s land, near to 
Fort St. Stephen’s: is claimed by Cornelius M’Curtin, under and by virtue of a Spanish grant or order of survey, 

ranted to Cornelius M’Curtin, as may appear by the original grant now delivered to the Register of the Land 
Bifice (to be established east of Pearl river,) to be recorded as directed by that act. To all which he begs leave to 
refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 


‘ [Plot omitted.] 


CORNELIUS M’CURTIN. 


Surveyed 23d February, 1804. Chain Bearers, John Dease and John Dean. 


The above plot represents a tract of land surveyed for Cornelius McCurtin, beginning on the west bank of Tom- 
bigbee river, on a sycamore corner, standing at the mouth of a gut, on George Brewer’s line, running up the river 
north, eighty-six degrees west, thirty-eight chains, toa smamp oak bush on the bank of the river; thence, south, 
thirty degrees west, one hundred and twenty-six chains and forty-nine links, to a pine; thence, south, eighty-six 
degrees east,thirty-eight chains, to a pine; thence, north, thirty degrees west, one hundred and twenty-six chains 


and forty-nine links, to the beginning; containing four hundred and eighty acres. 
NATT. CHRISTMAS. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 158, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
Mississippi Territory, Washington County: 
I do certify that John Dease made oath before me that he carried the chain for the measuring a tract of Jand for 
Cornelius McCurtin, as particularly as the nature of the case would admit of. 
R. HARWELL, J. P. 


Marcu 24, 1804. 


In support of this claim, the following deed of conveyance and order of survey were exhibited, to wit: 
TomsicseEeE River, July 19, 1790. 
Know all men, by these presents: That I, Edward Lucas, have bargained and sold, unto Cornelius McCurtin, 
all my right and title of a tract of land, my property, bounding on the north side by John Arnot, and on the south 
by John Stilley, for the sum of fifty silver dollars, to me paid in hand, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge. 
Given under my hand, before witnesses, this day and date abovementioned. 
EDWARD LUCAS. 


BENJAMIN — Wi 
(nesses. 
Joun ARnoT. ™ 


Ante mi en et fueste, St. Estevan, 19 de Julio, de 1790, 
JOSEF DEVILLE DEGOUTIN. 


His Excellency the Governor Genera of West Florida: 

Mr. Cornelius McCurtin, lieutenant of militia at Pensacola, and at present resident in Mobile, with the greatest 
respect, presents, and says, that, in the year of ’90, he bought of Edward Lucas, in district of St. Stephen, twelve 
acres front of land, and forty back, bounded on the north by land of John Arnot’s, and on the south by land of 
John Steely, (this is in that time,) which I bought for fifty Spanish milled dollars, and part at bill of sale, in con- 
sequence, that was authorized by Captain Josef Deville Degoutin, commandant at that time; and, not finding any 
document of grant in this office, in favor of Lucas, as at that time the Government was favorable to inhabitants, and 
did not exact the usual custom established; and, desiring the deponent to claim the same land as his property, he 
prays your excellency, in consideration of what he has said, that, by the Secretary of State, they may deliver him 
the titles of grant that correspond in good terms what he expects to receive from your excellency’s goodness. 

CORNELIUS McCURTIN. 

MosizeE, 18th December, 1793. 


His Excellency the Governor Geyerat of this province: 


It is very true what the deponent declares in his petition; and, being informed by the inhabitants that, before 
the said McCurtin went to Pensacola, he always made his crops on said land, without molestation: in consequence 
of which, I think he can obtain the grant that he petitions for, detaining the originals in this office, and deliver in 
a copy of the same, in order that I should make known that said land is his property. Your excellency may use 


your pleasure. 
MANUEL DE LANZOS. 


MosiLeE, December 20, 1793. 
New Orteans, January 26, 1794. 


The Surveyor General of this province, or his deputy, shall establish this individual upon the twelve acres front, 
and forty back, that he bought, situated on the place that he mentions in his petition, and not causing prejudices to 
his neighbors, remitting the original diligence, in order that I may furnish him with the titles of grant. 

BARON CARONDELET. 


This is a true copy of the original grant by which it was drawn, and that remains in this office of my command, 


which I do certify. 
JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. [z. s.] 
Mose, March 6, 1804. 


The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. 
THOS. PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 20, 1804.—Attest: Davin PaRMELEE 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 168, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


James Dean was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that Cornelius M’Curtin cultivated 
the land now claimed in the year 1790, and that he, M’Curtin, was, in the year 1793, above thirty years old, and 
the head of a family. ; 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
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Joun Cuasrane’s case, No. 34 on the docket of the Board, and No. 50 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of four hundred and eighty acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of 


the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, 'to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed, in pursuance of an act of Congress, passed the-3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to land south of the Tennessee river and east of the Pearl river. 
Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying west of the Tombigbee river, butting and bounding 
on the north by the church at Fort St. Stephen’s, and on the south by land granted to John Talley, is claimed by 
John Chastang, under and by virtue of a Spanish grant or order of survey, granted to John Chastang, as may ap- 
pear by the original grant, now delivered to the Register of the Land Office, (to be established east of Pearl river.) 
to be recorded as directed by that act. ‘Yo all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith 


filed. 
CHASTANG Jeune. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed for John Chastang, by Thomas Bilbo, February 21, 1804. Chain carriers, John Stearman and David 
Gains. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 146, by Ep>warp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


David Gains and William Stearman came before me, the subscriber, one of the Justices of the Peace for Wash- 
ington county, and made oath, that they carried the chain faithfully and impartially, on a survey made by Thomas 
Bilbo for Doctor John Chastang. Sworn before me, this 2d day of April, 1804. 

R. HARWELL, J. P. 


In support of this claim, a Spanish grant or warrant of survey was exhibited, in the words and figures following, 
to wit: 

Mosixe, December 28, 1794. 
His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: 

Don John Chastang, inhabitant established on Tombigbee river, with the greatests respects due to his ex- 
cellency, represents, these five years past he has been established on a tract of land, which contains twelve 
acres front, with its corresponding profounder, limited on the north by land: appertaining to the parish of this 
post, and on the south by land of John Talley; the same never had any proprietor, unless the petitioner, who is es- 
tablished thereon; and, being established thereon without the corresponding titles of concession, he humbly begs 
your excellency to order the Secretary of General Government to ps, the corresponding title of concession, 
in form, to the end that he may prove, at all times, that he is the real proprietor of said land; which favor he ex- 


pects from the great justification of your excellency. 
JOHN CHASTANG. 


; MosiLe, December 28, 1794. 
His Excellency the Governor Generat of these provinces: 

With the greatest confidence, I can assure it to be the truth what the petitioner solicits above, having myself 
seen the place whereon he was established, which was granted to him when he was a resident on the same place, 
whereon Fort St. Stephen’s now stands; and, by informations taken by me from the eldest inhabitants of this river, 
the land he solicits doth not appertain to any person; in consequence of which, it appears that it may be granted. 
The concession the above petitioner solicits, he having a sufficient number of negroes to cultivate the same, your 
excellency may dispose as it may seem best. 

MANUEL DE LANZOS. 


New Or.eans, January 30, 1795. 


The Surveyor General of this province, or some individual named by him, shall establish the petitioner on the 
twelve acres front of land, with its profounder of forty, as customary, as it is vacant, not causing prejudice to 
any neighbors, at the same place mentioned in the above petition, with the precise conditions of making the road, 
and clearing regularly, in the peremptory space of one year; and if, at the precise space of three years, the land is 
not settled, after which period it cannot be established, this grant to remain null: under which supposition, the 
business of settling the limits will be carried on in the tract and‘remitted me, to provide the interested party with 


titles in form. 
THE BARON OF CARONDELET, Register. 


This is a copy of the original within these archives of this place, which I certify. 
Monte, February 16, 1795. MANUEL DE LANZOS. 
The above was compared exact with the original in this office under my charge, by me, 

JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 


THOMAS PRICE. 


The words “ that part of ” have been erased, not corresponding with the Spanish copy, and “ the” added. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English inter reter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 20, 1804.—Attest: Davip Parme es 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page , by Epwarp Lioyp Waxes, for 
ntered in ‘ JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The above is a true copy of the Spanish grant. 





John Baker and Robert Welch were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said Baker deposed, 
that Doctor John Chastang inhabited and cultivated the land now in question on the 27th day of October, 1795, 
and that the said Chastang was, at that time, between forty and fifty years of age. ve 

The said Welch deposed, that Doctor Chastang inhabited and cultivated the land now in question in the fall 
of the year 1795, but did not know whether or not he did so inhabit and cultivate on the 27th day of October, 1795; 
and that he was, in the year 1795, above forty years of age. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
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Joun CHASTANG’S case, No. 35 on the docket of the Board, and ‘No. 51 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of four hundred and eighty acres, as assignee and legal representative of John Talley, by virtue of a 
Spanish warrant, under the second section of the act. ; : ; : ; 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
-and figures, viz: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying west of the Tombigbee river, butting and bounding 
on the north by Don John Chastang’s land, on the south by lands belonging to the heirs of Charles Stewart, is 
claimed by John Chastang, as the legal representative of John Talley, having now in his possession said Talley’s 
vill of sale for said land, bearing date 29th December, 1794, under and by virtue of a Spanish grant or order of sur- 
vey, granted to the said John Talley, as may appear by the original grant, now delivered to the Register of the Land 
Office, (to be established east of Pearl river,) to be recorded as directed by that act. To all which he begs leave to 
refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 


[ Plot omitted. ] CHASTANG, Jeune. 
Fepruary 21, 1804. 


Surveyed by Thomas Bilbo, for John Chastang. Chain carriers, John Stearman and David Gains, Jun. 


‘ : ies THOMAS BILBO. 
Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 149, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
utered in record of claims, volu pag TSMRPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


in support of this claim, a warrant of survey and a bill of sale were exhibited, in the words and figures follow- 
Ing, VIZ: 
His Excellency Don Estevan Miro, colonel of the royal army, governor civil and military of the city and proyince 
of the Louisiana, &c. &c. 
Mose, November 12, 1787. 


John Talley, inhabitant of Mobile jurisdiction, with'great respects to your excellency, petitions and says, that there 
are found on Tombigbee river, twelve acres of land, formerly of James Smith, limited, north and south by lands the 
property of Charles Stewart, deceased; said land was abandoned in the year 80, and until this present has not been 
claimed by him nor any other empowered; he begs your excellency’s generosity in granting him to be the os ayaa 
of said land, with its profounder, as customary; with papers of titles from the Secretary of Government, which may 


eorrespond with the concession; for which favor he will be forever thankful. 
JOHN TALLEY. 


At Mosite, November 17, 1787. 


Don Vicent Folch, captain in the fixed Louisiana regiment, commandant civil and military of. said place and 
its jurisdiction, certifies, that the land the petitioner solicits is vacant, by informations taken from different inhabit- 
ants who know said place, for which I sign these presents. 

VICENT FOLCH. 


New Orieans, November 27, 1787. 
The surveyor of this province, Don Carlos Laveau Trudeau, shall establish the individual on that part of land 
of twelve acres front, with its profounder of forty, as customary, as it is vacant, not causing any oe to neigh- 
bors, at the same place mentioned in the above petition, with the precise conditions of making the road and clear- 
ing regularly, in peremptory space of one years and if, at the precise space of three years, the land is not settled, 
after which seerioll it cannot be established, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the business of settling 
the limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me to provide the interested party with titles in form. 


ESTEVAN MIRO. 
Certifies that the above is a copy of the original in the office of this place, Mobile, December 28, 1787. 
SANTIAGO DE LA SAUSSAYE, Public Notary. 
The above was compared exact with the original in this office under my charge, by me, 
JOAQN. DE OSORNO. 
The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. THOMAS PRICE. 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly swear 
by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant, or writ- 


ing hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 20, 1804.—Attest: Davin ParmMeer 2d, Clerk. 


A bill of sale. —To all to whom these may come: I, John Talley, inhabitant on Tombigbee river, in St. Stephen’s 
jurisdiction, have really and effectually sold to Don John Chastang, doctor, and inhabitant on the same river, a plan- 
tation situate one quarter of a league distance from the fort St. Stephen’s, and half-quarter of a league from the 
same river, limited, on the north side by the said Don John Chastang, and on the south by the heirs of Charles 
Stewart, containing twelve acres front, with its profounder as customary, of forty; the same that was granted to me 
by his excellency the Governor General of this province, which the copy of concession will prove, dated the 27th of 
November, inthe year 1787, — by his excellency Estevan Miro, the copy of which is signed by Santiago de 
la Saussaye, Public Notary of Mobile: said copy I deliver to the purchaser, together with the above plantation, 
including a house thereon, and every thing else thereunto belonging, and eleven head of cattle, for and in consider- 
ation of eighty-five silver dollars to me in hand paid, in the presence of the commandant and the witnesses under- 
signed; renouncing all rights and claims to said land and cattle above mentioned, by giving up full possession to the 
purchaser, or any other person for him: which sale I warrant and defend from any claimers, by all the laws of justice, 
established by His Catholic Majesty: and, being present, Don Jolin Chastang accepted this bill of sale in his favor, for 
the above sum mentioned, for him to use as real proprietor of the same land, which I proved to be my own by 
the above titles mentioned; which titles may serve for him and his heirs. I, Don Pedro Rola, lieutenantin Louisiana 
regiment, commandant civil and military of said fort and its jurisdictions, accompanied with the evidences of assist- 
ance, knowing both parties contracting, and sign these presents with the two evidences, at Fort St. Stephen’s, the 


23d of December, 1794. 
JOHN TALLEY, his x mark. 


F JOHN CHASTANG. 
Gines FERNANDEZ ' 
BarTHoLome VILLACICENTIO, } Witnesses. 


Before me, PEDRO ROLA. 
This is a copy of the original, in the archives under my charge, Mobile, February 7, 1804. 
JOAQ. DE OSORNO. 
The above was compared exact with the original in this office under my charge, by me, 
JOAQ. DE OSORNO. 


THOMAS PRICE. 


‘The above is a bill of the Spanish original. 
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I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnl 
swear by the Almi hty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation or the Spanish anni 


seyance or writing hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 20, 1804.—Attest: Davip Parmeter 2d, Clerk. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 149, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a writing, by him subscribed, in the following words and figures, to wit: 


To the Board of Commissioners. : 
Fort Sroppert, March 20, 1804. 


Whereas I, John Chastang, have laid in claims before the commissioners, for lands at Fort St. Stephen’s, the surve 
of which includes that garrison: Be it known to the said commissioners now in session at Fort Stoddert, that 1, 
the said John Chastang, am not disposed to claim any land that my titles do not fully represents should I have claimed 
or had surveyed any fand at the above mentioned place, that the said commissioners may think proper to hold for 
public use or benefit, they are perfectly at liberty to deduct it, and itis my sincere wish that they should do so; was 
the said land at this time entirely at my disposal, as a good citizen of the United States, it would give me great plea- 
sure to accommodate that Government with so much as might be thought necessary for public use. 
CHASTANG. 


John Baker and Robert Welch were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, they deposed: 
Question 9 to said Baker. Do the lands now in question join the land belonging to Doctur Chastang? 


Answer. It does. i ’ : 
Question to both of said witnesses. Did Doctor John Chastang inhabit aud cultivate the land now claimed on 


the 27th day of October, 1795? 
Answer. He had improvements on the tract now claimed, as we believe, in October, 1795. 
Question to the same witness. Was John Talley twenty-one years of age in the year 1787? 
Answer. He was above forty years of age. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Cuasranc’s case, No. 36 on the docket of the Board, and No. 52 on the books of the Register. 
Claim—Of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight and four-tenths acres, by virtue of a Spanish grant, or order of sur- 


vey, under the first section of the act. ; 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress, passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to land south of the Tennessee river and east of Pearl river. 
Fort Sropperr. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying west of the Mobile river, butting and bounding on 
the south by Grog Hall creek, on the north by Cedar creek, on the east by said river, and on the other side by va- 
cant land, 1s claimed by John Chastang, under and by virtue of a Spanish grant or order of survey, granted to the 
said John Chastang, as may appear by the original grant now delivered to the Register of the Land Office, (to be es- 
tablished east of Pearl river, hay be recorded as directed by that act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to 


the copy of the plot herewith filed. 
CHASTANG Jeune. 
[Plot omitted.} 


Surveyed for John Chastang a tract of land on the west side of the Mobile river, containing one thousand nine 
hundred and thirty-eight and four-tenths acres, beginning at the mouth of Grog Hall creek, on the north side thereof, at 
a water oak. running due west seventy-nine chains to a black jack; thence, due north, one hundred and ninety-five 
chains, to a laurel on the bank of Cedar creek, the course to the river being impassable; but beginning a second time 
at the mouth of Grog Hall creek, and taking the meanders of said river Mobile by course and distance, as nearly 
as the nature of the way would admit, to a sycamore tree, I find the laurel on Cedar creek bank to be one hundred 
and forty-seven chains, bearing north, sixty-one degrees east, to the said sycamore; bounded eastwardly by the said 
Mobile river, on all other sides by vacant land; lying in the county of Washington, Mississippi territory. 

Surveyed by James Gordon, February 28, 1804. Chain bearers, Gabriel Tissrah, James Callier. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page —, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Mississippi Territory, Washington County: Marcu 17, 1804. 

This day came James Callier, and made oath, before the’ Holy =m te of Almighty God, deposeth and saith, 
that he carried the chain for a tract of land surveyed for Doctor John Chastang, the premises that he now resides 
on, and that he effected the duty to the best of his skill and judgment, as directed by the surveyor. 


Given under my hand. Sworn to before 
JOHN CALLIER, J. P. 


In support of this claim a Spanish grant, or order of survey, was exhibited, in the following words and figures, 
to wit: 

His Excellency Don Henrique Grimaresr, Lieutenant Colonel of the royal army, Governor civil and military 
of Mobile, and its jurisdiction, &c., with the humblest supplication, Mr. Chastang, (youngest. ) 

Should your excellency please to grant him a tract of land, situate on Mobile river, about twelve leagues 
distance from this place, bounded, on the one side, by a creek that separates said land from Grog Hall, and, on the 
other side, by another called Cedar creek, which separates it from that of Cambey, with the profounder, as customary; 
with the old fields belonging to said tract, which is situate on the other side the river; for which favor I shall be for- 


ever thankful. 
With the profoundest respects, I am your most obedient and most humble servant, 
CHASTANG, (youngest. ) 


Mosite, December 23, 1784. 


Shall be examined the above land the petitioner demands; and should there be found in the last treaty 
between the Spanish and the King of Great Britain no opposition, or nothing found contrary to said treaty, and 
not causing prejudice to any person, he may be provided with titles, in form, to take possession 4 Reo 7 


__,. Mosire, January 18, 1785. 
Don Pepro Favrot, Commandant of Mobile, and its district. 


We give to Mr. Chastang, (youngest,) the contents of his request to enjoy and cultivate said land, as though it 
had been granted him, until the ratification. The same will be forwarded to him by his excellency Don Estevan 


Miro, Governor of this province. 
PEDRO FAVROT. 
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Mosite, June 20, 1798, 


Don Manuel De Lanzos, captain in the royal army, retired commandant civil and military of Mobile and its 
jurisdiction, certifies that Don John Chastang, neighbor of this jurisdiction, and as inhabitant of said jurisdiction, 
solicits me for the concession original, from his excellency the Governor General of these provinces, given in favor, 
the above land mentioned in the petition, and the decisions of the conimandants of this place. Said concession was 
certainly granted, but they do not exist in these archives; no doubt they have bee mislaid and cannot be found: 
notwithstanding, by the informations I have taken, I am convinced that it is legally his, in consequerice of the 


original document which he presents; which is returned to him for his security. 
MANUEL DE LANZOS. 


; Mosite, March 8, 1804. 
This is a copy of the above document original, presented for the interested party. ; 
JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 


This is translated from the above document. THOMAS PRICE. 
I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant, 


or writing hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 20, 1804.—Attest: Davip PARMELEE 2d, Clerk, 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 155, by Epwarp Lioyp Watzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


GrorceE Rossins’s case, No. 37 on the docket of the Board, and No. 26 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, as assignee and legal representative of Zadock Brashear, 


under the second section of the act. ; ; ; 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act af Congress, passed the third day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, bounded on 
the southwest by lands claimed by Young Gains, on the southeast by vacant land, and on the northeast by the claim 
of John Cozby: beginning on a large sycamore, on the river bank, and runs south, sixty degrees west, fifty chains, 
to a red oak; thence, south, thirty degrees east, one hundred and fifteen chains, to a black gum;{thence, north, sixty 
degrees east, sixty chains, to an elm on the river bank; and from thence, the meanders of the river, to the place of 
beginning: having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, containing six hundred 
and forty acres; is claimed by George Robbins, legal representative of Zadock Brashear, under and by virtue of a 
settlement, bearing date in the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-four, and now exhibited unto the 
Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he 


begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 
GEORGE ROBBINS. 
[ Plot omitted. } 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 73, by Ep>warp Lioyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Mississippi Territory, Washington County: 
Joseph Lawrence and William Shaw came forward and made oath, that they carried the chain for Thomas 
Bilbo, while he was surveying a tract of land for George Robbins, to their best skill and judgment, this tenth day 


of March, 1804. 
JOSEPH LAWRENCE, 


Sworn to before me, Joun Murre.t, J. P. WILLIAM SHAW. 

The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance from Zadock Brashear, bearing date the 14th day of April, 1799, 
assigning and conveying to the said Robbins, all the said Brashear’s right and title to the improvements which 
he had made on said tract of land. 

Young Gains, Sen. and Robert Welch were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said Gains 
deposed, that Zadock Brashear did inhabit and cultivate the land now in question about the years 1791, 1792, and 
1793, and then moved out of this territory into the Spanish country, and had lived there ever since; that Brashear’s 
cultivation and improvement was considerably large, and after he went off the place was possessed by the Indians; 
but how long he could not say. 

The said Welch deposed, that he agrees with the testimony given by Young Gains, Senior; and further, that 
Indians, who were the relations of Zadock Brashear’s wife, inhabited and cultivated on the land -now claimed, in 
the years 1797 and 1798; and that Zadock Brashear was, in the year 1797, twenty-one years of age. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Baptist TRENIER’s case, No. 38 on the docket of the Board, and No. 79 on the books of the Register. 
Claim—Of three hundred and twenty-seven acres, one rood, andjfifteen poles, by virtue of a Spanish warrant 
of survey, under the first section of the act. ; ' . 
The claimant exhibited his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, viz: : 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the third day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the Mobile river, in the county of Washington, 
beginning at the mouth of Grog Hall creek, on a water oak; running thence, due west, one hundred and twenty-six 
chains, fifty-three links, to a stake corner; thence, south, forty-five degrees east, forty-seven chains fifty links, to a 
stake; thence, due east, one hundred and twenty-six chains fifty-three links, to a stake on the river bank; thence, the 
meanders of the river, to the mouth of the creek to the beginning; containing three hundred and twenty-seven acres, 
one rood, and fifteen poles, having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in 
the plot hereunto annexed: is claimed by Nicholas Weeks, attorney for John Baptist Trenier, in and by virtue of a 
Spanish warrant of survey, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, 
to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot annexed. 

NICHOLAS WEEKS, 
Attorney for Baptist Trenier. 


[ Plot omitted.) 


* Surveyed for Baptist Trenier a tract of land on the west side of the Mobile river, containing three hundred and 
twenty-seven acres, one rood, and fifteen poles; beginning at the mouth of Grog Hall creek, on a water oak, run- 
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ning due west one hundred and twenty-six chains fifty-three links, or: John Chastang’s line, to a stake corner; thence 
south, forty-five degrees east, forty-seven chains fifty links, to a stake; thence, due east, one hundred and twenty-six 
chains fifty-three links, to a stake on the river bank; thence, the meanders of the river, to the mouth of Grog Hall 
creek, the beginning corner; bounded northwardly by John Chastang’s land, and eastwardly by said river, lying in 
Washington county, Mississippi territory. Surveyed March 26, 1804, by 

JAMES GORDON. 


Chain carriers, Hartwe]] Hardaway and Daniel Murphey. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 228, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 

JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
This day came Hartwell Hardaway and Daniel Murphey, and made oath, as chain bearers to James Gordon, sur- 

veyor, they have given a true account of the admeasurement of a tract of land surveyed for Baptist 'Trenier. 
JAMES CALLIER. 

Marcu 29, 1804. 
In support of this claim, a Spanish warrant of survey was exhibited, in the words and figures following, viz: 


His Excellency Don Estevan Mrro, Colone! of the royal army, Governor General of the city and province of 
Louisiana, &c. 


Jchn Baptist Trenier, inhabitant of Mobile jurisdiction, with the greatest respect lays before your excel- 
lency, and says, that, having a small stock, and no range for them of his own, he prays your excellency’s goodness 
in granting him a concession of land of twenty acres front, situate on ‘Tombigbee river, called Grog Hall, bounded 
on the north by land the property of Don John Chastang, and on the south by land the property of Simon Andry: 
the above land, evacuated by Mr. Magilivrey these seven years past, and until now never has been claimed by the 
proprietor, ner any other person empowered for him: he begs your excellency to grant him the’above petition, with 
papers of titles necessary from the Secretary of Government which may correspond with the concession; for which 
iavor from your excellency he will be forever thankful. 

JOHN BAPTIST TRENIER. 


MosixeE, Jedy 27, 1787. 

Don Vicente Folch, captain in the Louistana regiment of fixed infantry, and commandant civil and military 
of Mobile and its district, certifieth, that, having taken information of the inhabitants of this district, the land the 
above petitioner solicits is vacant. 

VICENTE FOLCH. 
New Or.rans, September 1, 1787. 


The surveyor of this province, Don Charles Trudeau, shall establish that part of twenty acres front which the 
above petitioner solicits, with its profounder of forty acres back, as customary, at the same place as above mentioned 
in the petition, it being vacant, not causing any prejudice to the neighbors, with the precise conditions of making the 
road, and clearing regularly, in the peremptory space of one year: and if, at the precise space of three years, the 
land is not settled, during which period it cannot be alienated, this en to remain null: under which supposition. 
the business of settling the limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me to provide the interested party 


with titles in form. 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 
Mostrx, July 20, 1802. 
JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 
JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 


THOMAS PRICE. 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant, 
or writing hereto annexed. 

THOMAS PRICE. 

Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 20, 1804.—Attest: Davip Parme.er 2d, Clerk. 

Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 228, by Epwarp Lioyp Wattes, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


This is a copy of the original that exists in the office under my charge. 
The above compared exact with the original, by me, 


The above was translated from the Spanish grant. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James CaLirer’s case, No. 39 on the docket of the Board, and No. 69 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of seven hundred and thirty-two acres, as assignee and legal representative of Anthony Hoggatt, by 
virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. ‘ 

The claimant exhibited his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the fol'owing words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress, passed the third day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting claims south of the Tennessee river, and east of the Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying west of the Tombigbee river, butting and bounding 
as follows, viz: beginning on the river bank at a small hackberry, marked with an X and three chops, as a corner, 
and runs south, forty-eight degrees west, crossing the back swamp at thirty-seven chains, toa large cypress fore and 
aft tree, and seventy-seven chains, crossing a small branch to a large chestnut fore and aft tree; continuing the same 
course, one hundred and twenty-six chains forty-nine links, to a lightwood stake corner marked with an X and three 
chops; thence north, forty-two degrees west, sixty-three chains twenty-four links and a half, to a lightwood stake 
corner marked with an X and three chops; thence north, forty-eight degrees east, crossing a small branch at twelve 
chains fifty links, another at twenty-six chains, another at fifty chains, another at sixty-seven chains, the back swamp 
at eighty-two chains twenty-five links, ninety-seven chains, to a small sycamore on the bank of the river marked 
with an X and three chops, a corner; and from thence to the beginning: is claimed by James Callier, under and by 
virtue of a Spanish grant, or order of survey, to Anthony Hoggatt, and is now exhibited unto the Register of the 
Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to 
refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

JAMES CALLIER, 


Marcu 19, 1804. ; Legal representative of Anthony Hoggatt. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Wasuinoton County, Mississippi Territory. 


Surveyed for James Callier a tract of land, lying on the west side of the river Tombigbee, beginning on the river 
bank at a small hackberry, marked with an X and three chops, as a corner, and runs south, forty-eight degrees west, 
crossing the back swamp at thirty-seven chains, toa large cypress fore and aft tree, and seventy-seven chains, 
crossing a small branch, to a large chestnut fore and aft tree, continuing the same course one hundred and twenty- 
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six chains forty-nine links, to a lightwood stake corner, marked with an X and three chops; thence, north, forty-two 
degrees west, sixty-three chains twenty-four links and a half, to a lightwood stake corner, marked with an X and 
three chops; thence, north, forty-eight degrees east, crossing a small branch at twelve chains fifty links, another at 
twenty-six chains, another at fifty chains, another at sixty-seven chains, the back swamp at eighty-two chains 
twenty-five links; ninety-seven chains, to a small sycamore on the bank of the river, marked with an X and three 
chops, a corner; and from thence to the beginning. Surveyed 13th February, 1804, by MALONE 


Chain carriers, George Brewer and Robert Callier. 


His Excellency Esrevan Miro, Colonel of the royal armies, civil and military Governor of the city and province 
of Louisiana, &c. 


Anthony Hoggatt, ivhabitant of the jurisdiction of Mobile, with the most profound respect declares to your 
excellency, that there is found on this river of Tombigbee twenty acres of vacant land, the which, until the 
present, has not hada proprietor; in attention to this, and with the view of cultivating tobacco, he hopes from 
the generosity of your excellency, to grant him the proprietary in them, with those of the ordinary depth, and 
that your excellency may order the corresponding titles of concession to be delivered by the Secretary’s office of 
Government for so oe he solicits your excellency that it may be ordered as asked for; in the which he will 


receive favor. 
ANTONIO HOGGATT. 
Mosite, January 21, 1788. 


Don Vicente Folch, captain of the fixed regiment of Louisiana, commandant civil and military of the afore- 
mentioned place and district, certifies, that the land that the petitioner solicits for is found vacant, according to 
information taken (to this effect) from several inhabitants who have knowledge of it; and that it may be plain and 
evident, these presents are given in the said place. Fecit ut supra. 

VICENTE FOLCH. 


New Orveans, February 9, 1788. 


The Surveyor General of this province, Don Carlos Laveau Trudeau, will establish this petitioner upon the 
twenty acres of land in front that he solicits for, with the ordinary depth of forty, in the place indicated in the pre- 
— memorial, being vacant, and not causing prejudice to any, with the precise conditions of making the road 
and clearing in the term of one years and to remain null this concession if, at the expiration of three, the land will 
not be found established, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the business of settling the limits will 
be carried on in the tract, and remitted me, to provide the interested party with titles in form. 

ESTEVAN MIRO. 


Mosier, March 10, 1788. 


Certifies that the foregoing copy is like the original that remains in the archives of this place. 
SANTIAGO DE LA SAUSSAYE. 


The above was compared exact with the original in this office under my charge, ORG UIN DE OSORNO 


The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. THOMAS PRICE. 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant, 


or writing hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 20, 1804.—Attest: Davin ParME Ler 2d, Clerk. 


On the back of the original Spanish grant, or warrant of survey, are two endorsements, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


I do hereby relinquish my right and title of the within grant, to Robert Welch. 
ANTHONY HOGGATT. 
Witness present, Jacosp Pui.uis. 


I do hereby assign over to James Callier all my right and titie to the within tract of eight hundred acres of 
land, for and in consideration of six hundred dollars, this 11th of August, 1802. 
ROBERT WELCH. [z. s.] 


JosepH CAMPBELL. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 194, by Epwarp Lioyp Warts, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
Adjourned until Wednesday, the 21st instant. 
Wepnespay, March 21, 1804. 


The Board met according toadjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


James CALLieEr’s Case, representative of Anthony Hoggatt. Thomas Price, Robert Welch, and Young Gains, were 
produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said: Price deposed, that Robert Welch settled upon and _ culti- 
vated the land now in question in the year 1791 or 1792, and that the same Jand was previously inhabited and culti- 
vated by Anthony Hoggatt; that Robert Welch inhabited and cultivated this land on the 27th day of October, 1795, 
and continued in the habitation and cultivation of the same, from the said year 1791 or 1792, until the latter part of 
the year 1798, or the commencement of the year 1799; and that, on the 9th of February, 1788, Anthony Hoggatt was 
upwards of twenty-five years of age. 

Question. Do you know the time that Anthony Hoggatt first settled upon the land now in question, and whether 
he inhabited, cultivated, or claimed any land other than this on the Tombigbee river? 

Answer. He settled upon this Jand in the year 1786 or 1787, and continued to inhabit the same until the year 
1791 or 1792, when, as I understood, he transferred the same to Robert Welch; and Inever understood that he claimed 
any other land on the river Tombigbee than that now claimed by James Callier. 

The said Gains deposed, I saw Anthony Hoggatt in the habitation and cultivation of the land now claimed in the 
year 1788 or 1789, and do know that he continued there until the year 1792 or 1793, when, as I was informed, and did 
believe, he transferred the same to Robert Welch; and that Robert Welch settled upon the land immediately after 
Anthony Hoggatt quitted the same, and continued to inhabit and cultivate thereon, until after the year 1795; and that 
he, Welch, did actually inhabit and cultivate the same on the 27th day of October, 1795; and that Anthony Hoggatt 
was, as I believe, on the 7th day of February, 1788, upwards of twenty-five years of age. 

Question. Do you know whether Anthony Hoggatt claimed or inhabited any other land on the ‘Tombigbee river, 
than this now claimed by James Callier? 

Answer. [ do believe he did not. 

The said Welch deposed: I settled upon the land now in question, in virtue of a purchase from Anthony Hog- 
gatt, in the year 1792 or 1793, and continued to inhabit and cultivate the same until the year 1799; and that I did 
actually inhabit and cultivate the same on the 27th of October, 1795; that, in the year 1799, I was engaged as an in- 
terpreter of the Choctaw language for American garrison of Fort Stoddert, to which post I removed in this year, and 
left my wife and family on the landnow in question; that, in the winter of the year 1799, my wife and family quitted 
the possession of this land; but, previous to her doing so, she did rent the same to William Vardeman, upon his 
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agreeing to pay her annually, for the use of the same, thirty barrels of corn, Spanish measure, and to keep the house 
and fences in good repair; that, in pursuance of said agreement between my wife and said Vardeman, I received 
from him thirty barrels of corn, for the first year’s rent; and that he afterwards refused to pay me rent, or to go off. 
alleging, as the reason, that he had a British grant for the same, and I do acknowledge did transfer my right to 
this land. er to the true intent and meaning of the endorsement on the original’ warrant of survey. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Corne ius McCurrin’s case. Doctor John Chastang and Wilson Carman, Esq. were produced as witnesses, and 
being duly sworn, Chastang deposed, that, by recurring to a correspondence between Cornelius McCurtin and him- 
self, he finds that, in September, 1791, Mr. McCurtin requested him to take care of the plantation, being the land 
now in question, and that he did do the same until the year} 1796; that, in November, 1791, a man by the name of 
Stewart was in possession of the house and improvements which were on the land, of which he advised Mr. McCurtin 
by letter, and he,!Stewart, continued there some time, but does not know when he left it, nor how far he considered 
himself the tenant of McCurtin; that, in the year 1792, Barton Hanna applied to me, as the agent of McCurtin, to 
rent the plantation, but we did not agree upon the rent, and I referred him to Mr. McCurtin, but do not know what 
agreement was eventually made between them, but believe he lived on the land a short time. 

Question. Did Cornelius McCurtin, or any person in his behalf, inhabit and cultivate the lands now claimed in 
the year 1795, or on the 27th of October, in that year? 


Answer. Not to my knowledge. ; 
The said Carman deposed, that, in the month of November, 1800, Cornelius McCurtin constituted me his 


agent or attorney, and committed to me the charge of this land, with power to rent or sell it; and, subsequent to this 
time, au application was made to me to purchase the same, but we did not agree on the price. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Josepu House’s case, No. 40 on the docket of the Board, and No. 65 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
_. The claimant exhibited his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, viz: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 
Marcu 16, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on the west side of Tombigbee river, beginning at a 
branch of Bassett’s creek, on a pine, running south, fifty degrees east, eighty chains, to a corner pine; thence, south, 
thirty-two degrees west, to a corner stake, eighty chains; thence, north, fifty-eight degrees west, eighty chains, to a 
corner pine; thence, north, thirty-two degrees east, eighty chains, to the beginning: containing six hundred and forty 
acres: is claimed by Joseph House, of Washington county, having such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, 
as are represented in the plot annexed; the said land is claimed in and by virtue of the second section of the said 
act of Congress, by a donation, bearing date in the year 1797, and now exhibited to the Itegister of the Land Office, 
to be recorded as irvoted by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot hereunto 


annexed. 
YOUNG GAINS, 
Legal representative of Joseph House. 


[Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed for Joseph House, six hundred and forty acres of land lying in the pine woods. 
THOMAS BILBO. 


Chain carriers, David Gains, Jun. and Joseph Lawrence. March 16, 1804. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 187, by Epwaxp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 

Francis Stringer and Thomas Bassett were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, they deposed: 

Question. Have you or do you expect any interest, either directly or indirectly, by the establishment of Joseph 
House in this donation. 

Both answered. We have no interest, nor do we expect any. . 

Question. Do you know whether Joseph House, the claimant, has any British or Spanish grant, warrant, or order 
of survey, in his own name for land in this territory. 


Answer. We believe he has not. _ ; 
Said witnesses also deposed, that, in the winter of the year 1799, Robert House, the father of Joseph House, the 


claimant, entered upon the land now claimed in virtue of an agreement between him and Thomas Bassett, for the 
purpose of taking care of and attending a mill; and that Joseph House entered upon the same in the yeer 1800, and 
continued thereon until the year 1801, when he purchased Thomas Bassett’s right to this mill. 

The said Stringer further testified, that he believed that Solomon Boykin had or intended to present a claim for 
a right of preference to purchase a tract of land, in virtue of a settlement made by Joseph House, the present claim- 


ant. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Francis Strincrr’s case, No. 41 on the docket of the Board, and No. 45 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. | 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 
Marcu 19, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on Stringer’s mill branch, on Tombigbee, in the 
county of Washington, beginning at a stake, running north, forty-seven degrees east, one hundred and twenty-seven 
chains and fifty links, to a water oak; thence, south, forty-three degrees east, thirty chains, to a stake; thence, 
north, sixty-two degrees east, forty-one chains fifty links, toan ash; thence, with the meanders of the river, thirty- 
five chains fifty links, to a maple; thence, south, sixty-two degrees west, thirty chains fifty links, toa bay; thence, 
north, forty-three degrees west, twenty-four chains, to a stake; thence, south, forty-seven degrees west, one hun- 
dred and fourteen chains fifty links, to a stake; thence, with a straight line to the beginning: containing six hundred 
and forty acres, having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the 
plot annexed: is claimed by Francis Stringer, in and by virtue of the second section of the said act as a donation, 
and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, to be recorded as directed. To all which he begs leave to 


refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 
FRANCIS STRINGER. 
[Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed 12th March, 1804, by J. Malone.—Chain carriers, John Holleway and John Dunn. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 117, by Epowarp Lioyp Wauzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
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Thomas Bassett was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, did depose: ‘ 

Question. Have you or do you expect any interest, either directly or indirectly, by the establishment of this 
claim? : 

Answer. I have not any interest, nor do L expect any. 

He further deposed, that Francis Stringer settled and built upon the land now claimed in the month of Feb- 


ruary, of the year 1798; I do not recollect that he made a crop on the premises in that year; but that he cleared 
some land; that, from the year 1798, until the present time, he continued to cultivate and inhabit the land now in 
question. . 7 : ; é 

Question. Do you know whether Francis Stringer was, in the year 1798, the head of a family? 

Answer. I believe at that time, he was more than twenty-one years of age, and he was the head of a family. 

Question. Do you know whether Francis Stringer has either a British or Spanish claim for land in this ter- 
ritory? : ; 

Answer. I do not certainly know, but believe he has not. | 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

¢ 


Joun Hinson, administrator of the estate of Owen Sullivant, deceased, case No. 42 on the docket of the Board, 
and No. 43 on the books of the Register. 
Claim—Of four hundred acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 

To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated onan island, opposite the Three Rivers, beginning 
at a hickory on the banks of ‘Tombigbee, and running thence, up the river, the various courses as plotted, to a gum, 
at Baker’s cut off; thence, with Baker’s cut off, the courses as plotted, to a willow, at the mouth of the Three River 
lake: thence, with the east bank of the Three River lakes thence, down the Three River lake, the courses plotted, 
sixty-six chains and fifty links, toa hickory; thence, north, thirty-eight degrees east, thirty-seven chains, to a stake; 
thence, south, sixty-four degrees east, seventy-six chains, toa stake; thence, as plotted, to the beginning; containing 
four hundred acres, and has such marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed: is 
claimed by John Hinson, administrator of Owen Sullivant; and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office 
established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also 


toa copy of the plot within. 
JOHN HINSON, 
Marcu 15, 1804. Administrator of the estate of Owen Sullivant. 


[ Plot omitted. ] . 
Surveyed 9th of March 1804, by Natt. Christmas. Chain bearers, John Wheat, James Bilbo. 


Mississtprei Territory, Washington County, May Term, 1803. 
os To John Hinson: You are the administrator of the will of Owen Sullivant, deceased, with the will an- 
ies nexed; proceed as the law in such cases directs, and of your proceedings thereon make due return. 
Test: R. LEE, Clerk W. CU. C. 


In support of this claim, a Spanish warrant was exhibited in the following words and figures, to wit: 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: Fort St. Srepuen’s, April 12, 1795. 


Owen Sullivant, inhabitant in the jurisdiction of St. Stephen’s, with the greatest respect due to your excellency, 
represents and lays before your excellency, and says. that, about sixteen leagues from St Stephen’s, there is a tract 
of land vacant, containing about ten acres front, with corresponding prefounder, of forty backs situate at the Three 
Rivers, beginning at the mouth, running upwards until bounded by vacant lands; he is desirous of peaceable posses- 
sion, without causing prejudice to any person whatever: he begs your excellency to grant him the above petition, 
with papers necessary from the Secretary of Government, which may correspond with the cession; for which favor 


he will be forever thankful. 
OWEN SULLIVANT. 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: Fort Sr. Stepuen’s, May 12, 1795. 


By the best information from the inhabitants of this post, that the Jand the above demands is King’s commons, 


therefore, cannot cause any prejudice to any neighbors, your excellency may dispose as it may seem best. 
ANTONIO PALAO. 


New Organs, June 10, 1795. 


The Surveyor General of this province, or some other individual named by him for that business, shall establish 
that part of land of ten acres front. with its profounder of forty acres back, as customary, at the same place men- 
tioned in the above petition; with the precise conditions of making the road and clearing regularly in the peremp- 
tory space of one year: and if at the precise space of three years the land is not settled, during which period it 
cannot be alienated, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the business of settling the limits will be 


carried on in the tract, and remitted me to provide the interested party with titles in form. . 
THE BARON OF CARONDELET. 


Sr. STeruen’s, January 7, 1796. 


Registered. ‘The above is a copy of the orignal in this office, under my charge. 
FERNANDO LESORE. 


The above was compared exact with the original in this office by me, 
JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 
[u. s] The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 


i, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear, by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithtul translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. THOS. PRICE 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 2ist, 1804.—Aitest: Davin Parmexze 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 111, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Regiséer. 


Mississippi Territory, Washington County: 
_ Ido hereby certify, that John Wheat and James Bilbo qualified before me to perform their duty semper 
and impartially, as chain bearers to a tract of land, now about to be surveyed by Nati. Christmas, surveyor; whic 
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is claimed by John Hinson, administrator, with the will annexed of Owen Sullivant, deceased, as part of said de- 
ceased’s estate, by virtue of a warrant of survey, obtained from the Spanish Government in favor of said deceased; 
beginning at the mouth of the Three Rivers. Given under my hand and seal, this 9th day of March, 1804. : 
FIGURES LEWIS, J. P. [1 s. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. ‘ bt 0) 


DanrEt Jounson’s case, No. 43 on the docket of the Board, and No. 70 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of eight hundred acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of ‘Tombigbee river, in the county 
of Washington, beginning at the water oak on the river Tombigbee, and running west, one hundred and twenty 
chains seventy links to a post oak; thence, south, sixty-three chains twenty-five links, to an ironwood; thence, east, 
one hundred and forty chains and twenty links, to a sycamore on the river banks; thence, up the various courses of 
the river, tothe beginning; containing eight hundred acres, and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artifi- 
cial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by Daniel Johnson, in and by virtue of a Spanish war- 
rant of surveys and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be re- 
corded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 


DANIEL JOHNSON. 


Marcu 20, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 20th March, 1804, by John Dease. Chain bearers, James Dean and Amos Reed. 
In support of this claim, a Spanish warrant of survey was exhibited in words and figures following, to wit: 
His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: Forr Sr. Srepuen’s, May 11, 1795. 


Daniel Johnson, with the profoundest respect, represents and lays before your excellency, and says, that he 
being desirous of settling himself on Tombigbee river, there is a tract of land about sixteen leagues distance below 
Fort St. Stephen’s, containing twenty acres front, with its customary profounder back, bounded on the north by a 
bayou or creek, called the Three Mouth creek, and on the south by vacant land; he desires to cultivate the same, 
not causing prejudice to any person whatever: he begs your excellency to grant him the above petition, with papers 
of titles necessary, which may correspond with the grant; for which favor from your excellency he will be for- 


ever thankful. 
DANIEL JOHNSON. 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: Fort St. Srepuen’s, May 11, 1795. 


By the best information taken from the inhabitants of this post, that the land the above petitioner solicits is 
vacant lands,and King’s commons, your excellency may dispose as is best, as it cannot cause any prejudice to any 


person. 
ANTONIO PALAO. 
New Onteans, June 10, 1795. 


The Surveyor General of this province shall establish that part of twenty acres front, with the profounder 
back, as customary, of forty acres, which the petitioner solicits in the above petition, as the land is vacant, and at 
the same place as abovementioned in the petition, without causing any prejudice to any neighbors, with the precise 
conditions of making the road and clearing regularly, in peremptory space of one year; tand if at the precise space 
of three years the land is not settled, during which period it cannot be alienated, this grant remains null; under 
which en the business of settling the limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me to provide the 


interested party with titles in form. 
THE BARON OF CARONDELET. 


Forr St. Srepuen’s, September 15, 1795. 


Certifieth that the above is copy of the original in these archives, under my charge. 
FERNANDO LISORE. 


JOAQN. DE OSORNO. [L. s.] 


The above was compared exact with the original in this office, by me, 


The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 
THOS. PRICE. 

I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English ae for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 

swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of -the Spanish grant 

or writing hereto annexed. 


THOS. PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804.—Attest: Davin Parmer 2d, Clerk, 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 199, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The Board ordered the case postponed for consideration. 


Joun Jounson’s case, No. 44 onthe docket of the Board, and No. 76 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of four hundred acres, by virtue {of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: ; 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims tolands south of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 


Manca 20, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, in the 
county of Washington, beginning on said river at a pine; thence, south, forty-seven degrees west, one hundred and 
twenty-six chains forty-nine links, to a corner pine; thence, north, forty-three degrees west, thirty-one chains, to a 
corner stake; thence, north, forty-seven degrees east, one hundred and twenty-six chains forty-nine links, to a cor- 
ner red oak; thence, down the meanders of the river, to the beginning; containing four hundred acres, and hath such 
forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by John 
Johnson, in and by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey; and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office 
established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to 
a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

Joun Hinson, for 


JOHN JOHNSON. 


[Plot omitted. ] 
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Surveyed for John Johnson four hundred acres of land. Chain carriers, James Bilbo and Joseph Lawrence. 


Marcu 21, 1803. THOMAS BILBO. 
The claimant exhibited a Spanish warrant of survey in the following words and figures, to wit: 
His Excellency the Governor Generat: - Sr. Stepuen’s, May 11, 1795. 


John Johnson, inhabitant in the jurisdiction of St. Stephen’s, with the greatest respect due to your excellency, 
represents and lays before your excellency, and says, that he is established on a tract of land, about eighteen leagues 
distance from this fort, containing ten acres front, with its customary profounder, or back, bounded the south by 
Moses Moor, and on the north by William Powell, and, until this present, has no other proprietor but the one who 
has possession; but, not being legal, begs your excellency to grant him the above petition, with papers necessary 
from the Secretary of Government, which may correspond with the grant; for which favor from your excellency 


ill be forever thankful. 
% JOHN JOHNSON. 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: St. Sternen’s, May 11, 1795. 
By the best information from the inhabitants of \this post, that the land the above petitioner solicits is King’s 
commons, therefore cannot cause any prejudice to neighbors, your excellency may dispose as it may seem best. 


ANTONIO PALAO. 


New Orteans, June 10, 1795. 


‘The Surveyor General of this province, or some other individual named by him for that business, shall establish 
that part of land of ten acres front, with its forty acres back, as customary, in the profounder, without causing pre- 
judice to neighbors, as the land proves vacant, at the same place mentioned in the above petition, with the precise 
conditions of making the road and clearing regularly, in the peremptory space of one year; and if at the precise 
space of three years the land is not settled, during which period it cannot be alienated, this grant to remain null; 
under which supposition, the business of settling the limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me, to 


“OVI interested party with titles in form. 
cieeaienieaimieatind THE BARON OF CARONDELET. 
St. SrepHen’s, September 15, 1795. 


Certifieth the above is a true copy of the original that remains in this office under my, charge. 
FERNANDO LISORE. 


4 - a 4 . THOS. PRICE. 
’ b fas compared exact with the original in this office under my charge. 
naan , : JOAQN. DE OSORNO. [t. s.] 
I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. THOS. PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804.—Attest: Davin Parme.er 2d, Clerk. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 221 by Epw. Liroyp Waites, for, 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
James Bilbo and Joseph Lawrence came before me, and made oath that, as chain bearers for Thomas Bilbo, sur- 
veyor, in surveying a tract of land for John Johnson, they gave a true account of the admeasurement, to the best of 


their knowledge. 
Marcu 21, 1804. JAMES CALLER, J. P. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


The above is a true copy of the Spanish grant. 


Youne Gains’s case, No. 45 on the docket of the Board, and No. 84 on the books of the Register. 
Claim—Of seven hundred and eighty acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of 


he act. . ' ; p > 

, “The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 

following, to wit: 

To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day 9 March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the Tombigbee river, beginning at a sycamore 
on the bank of the river, and running thence, south, pore Bape degrees west, one hundred and twenty-six chains 
and forty-nine links, to a corner red oak; thence, south, sixty-six degrees east, sixty-three chains twenty-two 
links,to a corner post oak; thence, north, thirty-nine degrees east, one hundred and twenty-six chains forty-nine 
links, to the river; thence, with the meanders of the river, to the beginning; containing seven hundred and eighty 
acres, having such shape, forms, and marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed: is claimed 
by Young Gains, in and by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, bearing date the 22d day of October, 1787, 
and is now exhibited to the Register of 0 Land Office = pe es _ be recorded as directed by said act. 
To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. ; 
sii ‘ YOUNG GAINS. 

Marcu 20, 1804. 2 
' . [Plot omitted.] 

Surveyed 25th March, 1804, by Thomas Bilbo. Chain carriers, George Gullett and Joseph Lawrence. 
In support of this claim, a Spanish warrant of survey was exhibited, in the following words and figures: viz. 


His Excellency Don Estevan Miro, Colonel of the royal army, Governor civil and military of the city and pro- 
vince of the Louisiana, &c. 
Mosite, October 10, 1787. 


Young Gains, inhabitant of Mobile jurisdiction, with the greatest respects to your excellency, represents and says, 
that there is a tract of land on Tombigbee river, containing twenty acres, formerly the property of Mr. Dallas, 
limited on the north by John Arnot, and on the south by vacant land;,said tract, since the year 1780, never has been 
claimed by the proprietor, nor any other person empowered by him; the above petitioner begs your excellency to 
grant him the above tract of land, with the profounder, as customary, with papers of titles from the Secretary of Go- 
vernment, which may correspond with the concession; for which favor he will be forever thankful. 

YOUNG GAINS. 
MositE, October 10, 1787. 


Don Vicent Folch, captain in the Louisiana, regiment, and commandant civil and military of Mobile and its 
jurisdiction, certifieth that the land the above petitioner solicits is vacant, and by information from different inhabi- 


is distri | knowledge of said land. 
tants of this district, who have kn g VICENT FOLCH. 
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New Or.eans, October 22, 1787. 


The surveyor of this province, Don Carlos Laveau Trudeau, shall establish that part of land of twenty acres 
front, by its profounder of forty, as customary, as it is vacant, not causing prejudice to any person, at the same place 
mentioned in the above petition, with the precise conditions of making the road and clearing regularly in the peremp- 
tory space cf one year; and if at the precise space of three years the land is not settled, during which period it can- 
not be alienated, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the business of settling limits will be carried on 
in the tract, and remitted me to provide the interested party with titles in form. 

ESTEVAN MIRO. 


Mosix, December 4, 1798. 
MANUEL DE LANZOS. 


This isa copy of the original in this office, under my charge, which I certify. 


The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. ; 
THOMAS PRICE. 


The above was compared exact with the original in this office, under my charge, by me, 


JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. a 
THOMAS PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21st, 1804.—Attest: Davin Parme re 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 242, by Epwarp Luoyp Wal es, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Joseph Lawrence and George Gullett, chain carriers for the survey in this case, were sworn before John Callier, 


Esq... Justice of Peace. , 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Youne Gatvs’s case, No. 46 on the docket of the Board, and No. 85 on the books of the Register. 

Claim—Of eight hundred acres, as assignee and _ legal representative of Dominique de Olive, by virtue of a 
Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. ; 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners y greed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west’side of Tombigbee river, beginning at 
a cotton, running north, seventy degrees west, thirty-seven chains, to a stake; thence, west, eighty-four chains, to a 
corner oak; thence north, twenty-eight degrees west, forty-three chains, to a corner gum; thence, north, twenty-four 
chains, to a stake on the bank of Bassett’s creek; thence, east, one hundred and forty-four chains, to a branch; thence, 
south, forty-five degrees east, twenty chains, to a corner maple on the bank of the river; thence, with the river to the 
beginning, containing eight hundred acres; is claimed by Young Gains, legal representative of Dominique de Olive, 
having such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed: the said land is 
claimed in and by virtue of the first section of the said act of Congress, by a Spanish grant bearing date the 15th 
March, 1788, and now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all 
which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot hereunto annexed. 

YOUNG GAINS, 


; Legal representative of Dominique de Olive. 
[Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed 24th February, 1804, by Thomas Bilbo. Chain carriers, George Gullett and David Gains, Jun. 
A Spanish warrant of survey and a bill of sale were exhibited in support of this claim, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
Mosier, January 29, 1788. 
His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: 

Dominique de Olive, inhabitant of Mobile jurisdiction, with the greatest respect to your excellency, represents 
and says, that there is a tract of vacant land on ‘Tombigbee river, containing twenty acres, limited on the north by 
vacant land, and on the north by Monsieur Dubroca, which until now has never had any proprietor; begs your ex- 
cellency to grant him the above tract of land, with the profounder as customary, with papers of titles necessary 
from the Secretary of Government, which may correspond with the concession; for which favor he will be forever 


thankful. DOMINIQUE DE OLIVE. 
Mosire, May 4, 1788. 


Don Vincent Folch, captain in the Louisiana regiment of fixo, and commandant of civil and military of Mobile 
and its jurisdiction, certify, that by information from the different inhabitants, that part of land the above petitione: 


solicits remains vacant. 
VICENT FOLCH. 


New Orteans, March 15, 1788. 


The commandant of Mobile shall establish that part of twenty acres front, with the profounder of forty as cus- 
tomary, as it is vacant, and not causing prejudice to any neighbors, at the same place mentioned in the above peti- 
tion, with the precise conditions of making the road and clearing regularly, in the peremptory space of one year: 
and if at the precise space of three years the land is not settled, during which period it cannot be alienated, this 
grant to remain null; under which supposition the business of settling the limits will be carried on in the tract, 


and remitted me, to provide the interested party with titles in form. ESTEVAN MIRO. 
Mozsite, March 5, 1804. 

This is a copy of the original in this office under my charge. JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 
The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. THOMAS PRICE. 


The above is compared exact with the original in this office, under my charge, by me, 


JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 
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Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
vi by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


iti nexed. ‘ 
or writing hereto an eeseniamnem 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21st, 1804.—Attest: Davin ParMELEE 2d, Clerk. 


Know all men by these presents: I, Dominique de Olive, inhabitant of this place, really and effectually sold and 
delivered unto Young Gains, inhabitant of ‘Tombigbee river, one tract of land of twenty acres front, by forty in the 
profounder; limited on the south by land of Valentine Dubroca, and on the north by vacant land, above place 
called the Sunflower: said land obtained first by concession from his excellency the Governor General of these 
provinces, the original of which exists in the office of this place, dated the 12th day of March, 1788; said land I have 
sold and delivered unto said Gains for the sum of eighty silver dollars, which I have received, which said sum I am 
fully satisfied with: for which I pass this bill of sale with form and regularity, renouncing all rights to said land, and 
give full possession to Young Gains, with all rights and titles for the same; therefore give ha all rights, titles, and 
claims to said land sold and delivered to Young Gains, as above mentioned; in test of which, I sign these presents, 
in the presence of the commandant of Mobile, the 3d day of December, 1798. I, Don Manuel Lanzus, commandant 
civil and military of said place, accompanied with two evidences of assistance, who have knowledge of both contract- 
ing parties, shall sign these presents with the two evidences of assistance; Dominique de Olive shall sign with a cross, 


as customary. YOUNG GAINS, 
DOMINIQUE, his x mark. 
MANUEL DE LANZOS. 


is is f the original in the office under my charge, which I certify the day and date as abovementioned. 
sia i . MANUEL DE LANZOS. 


The above is a copy of the — om - sale. THOS. PRICE. 
Thi P t with origina me. 
This was compared exact wi , by me, JOAQ. DE OSORNO. [u. 5.] 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant, 
- writing hereto annexed. 
icin THOS. PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804. Attest: Davin ParmeLer 2d, Clerk. 


“ntered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 246, by Eywarp Lioyp Waltzes, for 
nonanneuaii , “es JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


David Gains, Jun. and George Gullett, chain carriers for the survey in this case, were sworn before 


JOHN CALLIER, J. P. 


Jose Lopez, Francisco CANTERO. Before me, 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Frazier’s case, No. 47 on the docket of the Board, and No. 80 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of sixteen hundred acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, including 
part of Toller creek, in the county of Washington, beginning at a cotton tree, running thence, south, forty-four de- 
grees west, one hundred and thirty-three chains and ninety links, to a red haw; thence, north, forty-six degrees 
west, ninty-five chains, to Toller creek; thence, with the creek north, forty-four degrees east, eighteen chains fifty 
links, to a persimmen tree; thence, north, forty-six degrees west, thirty-one chains fitty links, toa stake on the nerth 
fork of Toller creek; thence, north, forty-four degrees east, one hundred and three chains, to the river, a sweet gum 
corner; thence, with the meanders of the river, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and 
artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing sixteen hundred acres: is claimed by James Fra- 
zier, in and by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, bearing date the 31st day of July, 1787, and is now exhibited 
to the Register of the Land Office to be established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all! 


which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
J. F. McGrew, for 


Marcu 30, 1804. ; JAMES FRAZIER. 
' [Plot omitted. ] 

Surveyed March 20, 1804, by Robert Ligon. 

A Spanish warrant of survey was exhibited in this case, in the following words and figures, to wit: 


Don Esrzvan Miro, celonel of His Majesty’s royal troops, Governor of the city and province of Louisiana, &c. &c. 
: Mosirs, June 6, 1787. 


James Frazier, inhabitant in the jurisdiction of Mobile, with profoundest respect to your excellency, petitions and 
says, that existeth and is on Tombigbee river forty acres of land, formerly the property of Mr. Farmer, limited 
on the east side by a tract of land the property of John ‘Turnbull, and on the west side by another of the same, which 
was forsaken by the widow Farmer in the year 1780, and until this present has never been claimed by the proprie- 
tor, nor any pe person for him empowered; and as the attention of the above petitioner is to cultivate tobacco and 
Indian corn, he begs your excellency to grant him the above petition, with papers necessary from the Secretary of 


Government, which may correspond with the same. 
JAMES FRAZIER. 


Don Pedro Favrot, captain in Louisiana regiment, commandant civil and military at this place, certifieth, by in- 
formation from four of the inhabitants of character of this place, the land above mentioned was forsaken by the 
same individuals as above mentioned, and at the same time as specified above; and as it may be credited at any 


time, I give these presents at Mobile, this 7th June, 1787. 
PEDRO FAVROT. 


New Orteans, July 31, 1787. 


The Surveyor General of this province, Don Carlos Laveau Trudeau, shall establish the petitioner on that part 
of land of forty acres front by its profounder of forty back, as customary, at the same place mentioned in the 
above petition, not causing prejudice to any person whatsoever, with the precise conditions of making the road and 
clearing regularly in the peremptory space of one year; and if at the precise space of three years the land is not set- 
tled, during which period it cannot be alienated, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the business of 
settling the limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me, to provide the interested party with titles in form. 


ESTEVAN MIRO. 
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Mosiie, /ebruary 29, 1804. 
JOAQ. DE OSORNO. [1. s.] 
THOS. PRICE. 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant, 


or writing hereto annexed. 
THOS. PRICE. 


The above was compared with the original in this exact by me, 


The above copy is exact from the Spanish grant. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804.—Attest: Davin ParmMeLce 2d, Clerk. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 232, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, for 

JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Powe tt, executor of William Powell, deceased, case No. 48 on the docket of the Board, and No. 63 on the 


books of the Register. 
Claim—Of four hundred acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. 
The claimant exhibited his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, butting and 
bounding on the east by said river, to the south by Johu Johnson’s land, beginning on a red oak, west by vacant 
land, and north by James Powell’s land, containing four hundred acres; and hath such forms and marks, both natural 
and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by James Powell, executor for the estate of 
William Powell, in and by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land 
Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as 
also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
JAMES POWELL, 
Executor of William Powell. 


Marcu 20, 1804. [Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 2d , 1804, by John Dease. Chain carriers, James Dean and Amos Read. 
In support of this claim, a Spanish warrant of survey was exhibited, in the following words and figures, viz: 


To His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: Fort St. Stepuen’s, 11th May, 1795. 


William Powell, inhabitant in the jurisdiction of St. Stephen’s, with the greatest respect, represents and lays be- 
fore your excellency, that having been settled on a tract of land these ten years past, situate in distance about 
eighteen leagues from this Fort St. Stephen’s, on up-land, the same leads down to Mobile, which contains about 
ten acres front, bounded on the south by John Johnson, and on the north by Owen Sullivant; the land being vacant, 
begs your excellency to grant him the titles of cession: for which favor from your excellency he will be forever 


thankful. 
WILLIAM POWELL. 
To His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: Fort St. Stepuen’s, 11th May, 1795. 


By information from the different inhabitants of this post, it appears that the land is vacant, and within the King’s 
dominion; therefore, cannot cause any prejudice to any. 
ANTONIO PALAO. 





New Orteans, 10th June, 1795. 


The Surveyor of the province shall establish that part of ten acres of land front, the same that solicits the peti- 
tioner, with forty back, as customary, as it appears to be vacant land, and not causing any prejudice to the neigh- 
bors, with the precise conditions of making the road, and clearing regularly, in the peremptory space of one year: 
and if at the precise space of three years the land is not settled, d uring which period it cannot be alienated, this grant 
to lay null, under which supposition, the business of settling the limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted 


me, to provide the interested party with titles in form. 
THE BARON OF CARONDELET. 


Certifieth that the above is a copy of the original in the office under my charge, at Fort St. Stephen’s, October 


6th, 1795. . FERNANDO LESORE. 
Translated from the Spanish grant—copied. THOMAS PRICE. 
The above was compared to the original in this office, by me, JOAQ. DE OSORNO, [1. s.] 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English ee bpd for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21st, 1804.—Attest: Davip Parmeter 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 182, by Epw. Lioyp Waltzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Simon Anpry’s case, No. 49 on the docket of the Board, and No. 106 on the books of the Register. 
Claim—Of four hundred and seventy-nine acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first sec- 


tion of the act. oe ee ' P ; 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for-re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to land south of the Tennessee river, and east of the Pearl river. 
Fort Stopperr, March 21, 1804. 
Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying west of the Mobile river, butting and bounding on 


the north by Grog Hall creek, and on the south by Joseph Chastang, on the east by the said river, and west by va- 
cant land, is claimed by Simon Andrey, under and by virtue of a Spanish grant, or order of survey, granted to the 
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id Simon Andrey, as may appear by the original grant now delivered to the Register of the Land Office, (to be es- 
sai hed east of Pearl saree) e be coud as directed by that act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to 
the copy of the plot herewith filed. 

CuasTana, Jeune, acting for 
SIMON ANDREY. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed, 20th March, 1804, by James Gordon. Chain bearers, Gabriel Tissrah and William Weathers. 


in support of this claim, a Spanish warrant of survey was exhibited in the words and figures following, viz: 
Mosite, “4pril 13, 1787. 
Senor Don Esrevan Miro, colonel of the royal troops, and ieee of civil and military in the province of the 
ouisiana, &c.: tet: 

Simon Andrey, inhabitant of Mobile jurisdiction, with the greatest submission and respect, says, that on the 
river Tombigbee, there is forty acres of land that has been evacuated by Mr. Magillivrey these eight years 
past, lying and situate between the property of Mr. Chastang on the southeast side, and on the northeast side by 
a place called Grog Hall, so named by said Mr. Magillivrey, above mentioned, comprehending both sides of the 
river; and that the petitioner having slaves in number sufficient to cultivate the above mentioned lands, humbly begs 
your excellency to favor him with a grant for the same, having paid due attention that no pone whatever hath laid 
any claims since the evacuation of the above mentioned lands; he therefore begs your excellency to favor him of be- 
ing proprietor of the above mentioned forty acres of land front, with its profounder, that corresponds, as customary; 
and begs your excellency would give directions to the secretary of despatches for the same. 


God preserv ny years. 
se eaceainiiaiiiaiataeindl Signed dur SIMON ANDREY. 


Don Pedro Favrot, captain in the Louisiana regiment of fixo, and commandant of civil and military of Mobile, 
&c. certifieth, that having taken a second information from four credible inhabitants, who declare, that the above 
mentioned forty acres of land, front on the river, at the place above named, have been abandoned or evacuated 
by the same person above named, as long as the same term of time of eight years past, as above mentioned; and be- 
ing convinced of the fact of the above information, I have signed these presents, the 13th of Fe ta 1787. 

PEDRO FAVROT. 


New Orteans, May 14, 1787. 


The commandant of Mobile post shall establish the petitioner,on twelve acres of land only, front on the river, 
and forty acres back in the profounder, as customary, without causing any detriment; the petitioner may have choice 
of the above twelve acres front on the river within the boundary of the above mentioned forty acres front on the 
river, by him petitioned for, with these express obligations: that, within the term of one year, he shall make roads 
and lawful improvements; and if neglected for the term of three years, the same land shall become vacant; observ- 
ing these express couditions, that, during the above mentioned term of three years, he, the petitioner, shall not con- 
vey, bargain for, or sell, or cause it to be done, any part of the above mentioned twelve acres of lands front on the 
river, until intelligence shal! be given of the above obligation being completed, which may correspond with the titles 


in due form. . 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 


SANTIAGO DE LA SAUSSAYE, 
Mostze, July 8, 1787. Public Writer in Mobile. 


Translated from a copy of the original in this office. 


The above is a true copy of the original in the office of this place. 


THOMAS PRICE. 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English Interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish ' a 
or writing hereto annexed. THOMAS PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804.—Attest: Davin ParMELEr 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 331, by Eow. Lioyp Waites, for ; 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Gabriel Tissrah and William Weathers, chain carriers for the survey in this case, were sworn before 
; _ JAMES CALLIER, Esq. Justice of Peace. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Simon ANDREY’Ss case, No. 50 on the docket of the Board, and No. 163 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of forty-one acres, as legal representative of Charlotte Haurale, under the third 
section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee river anu east of Pearl river. 


Fort StoppertT, March 21, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tracts of land, one lying on the west, and the other on the east side of 
Mobile river, beginning ata persimmon tree, and adjoining to lands claimed by Joseph Chastang, for the lands on the 
west side of the river; the land on the east side of said river beginning at the green oak landing, and running until 
it also joins to lands of the said Joseph Chastang, is claimed by Simon Andrey, as the degal representative of Char- 
lotte Maurale, under and by virtue of the third section of an act of Congress passed the 3d March, 1803, for pre- 
em me to be recorded agreeably to that act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plots here- 
with filed. 


CHasranG, Jeune, acting for 


{ Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed February 20, 1804, by James Gordon. Chain carriers, Joseph Campbell and Gabriel Tissrah. 


In support of claim, a writing was exhibited in the following words and figures, to wit: 

I, the subscriber, Simon Favre, do give, and, by these presents, have given, unto Charlotte Haurale, in consi- 
deration of her good services done me, a tract of land on the bluff, beginning at my persimmon tree, until it joins 
Mr. Chastang’s boundary, which contains about one and a half acres on the river; and, on the opposite side of the 
said river, another tract of land, beginning at my landing, called the Green Oak, until it joins also Mr. Chastang’s 
boundary, forming about two acres front on the river, with the same profounder as customary; and that it may be 
well understood that the said Charlotte Haraule shall enjoy the same fully and peaceably, she being the only heir 
to the said lands, in promising her to warrant the same from all troubles or impeachments whatever. 

Given, in the presence of evidences, at my plantation, the twenty-third of June, one thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-three. 

Dovat, 2 Test SIMON FAVRE. 


P. Suzan 
: The above is a true copy of the original. THOS. PRICE. 


SIMON ANDREY. 
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I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the writing hereto 


annexet 
THOS. PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804.—Attest: Davip Parmeter 2d, Clerk. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 495, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Grorce Brewer, Junior’s, case, No. 51 on the docket of the Board, and No. 75 on the books of the Register. 
Claim—Of eight hundred acres, as assignee and legal representative of Valentine Dubroca, by virtue of a Spa- 


nish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. ; 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 

To the Commissieners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Tombigbee, in the county of 
Washington, beginning at sweet gum, and running west, one hundred and five chains, to a sweet gum corners thence 
south, sixty-three chains twenty-five links, to a laurel corners thence, east, one hundred and seventy-seven chains, toa 
stake corner on the river; thence, with the meanders of the river, to the beginning; containing eight hundred acres, 
having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed: is 
claimed by George Brewer, Jr., as legal representative of Valentine Dubroca, in and by virtue of a Spanish war- 
rant of survey, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be record- 
ed as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 


GEORGE BREWER, Jun. 


Marcu 16, 1804. ' 
[ Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed February 21, 1804, by Robert Ligon. 


A Spanish warrant of survey and bill of sale were exhibited in this case, in the following words and figures, viz: 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: Mosite, October 2, 1787. 
Valentine Dubroca, inhabitant of Mobile jurisdiction, with the greatest respects to your excellency, petitions 
and says, there is found on Tombigbee river twenty acres of land, limited on the north by land of Dominique de Olive. 
and on the south by vacant land, which never had any proprietor; in attention of which, he expects from your excel- 
lency the favor of granting him the above petition, with the corresponding papers of titles, from the Secretary of 
Government, which may correspond with the concession: for which favor from your excellency he will be forever 


thankfui. 
VALENTINE DUBROCA. 


Mosite, October 2, 1787. 


Don Vicent Folch, captain in the fixed Louisiana regiment, commandant civil and military of Mobile and its 
jurisdiction, certifies, that the land the petitioner solicits is found vacant, by information taken to that purpose from 


several inhabitants knowing the saine. 

VICENT FOLCH. 

New Oreans, October 22, 1787. 
The surveyor of this province, Don Carlos Laveau Trudeau, shall establish this individual on that part of land 
of twenty acres front, which he solicits, with the profounder as customary, of forty, at the same place mentianed 
in the above petition, as it is vacant, not causing any prejudice to any neighbors, with the precise conditions of 
making the road and clearing regularly in the peremptory space of one years and if, at the precise space of three 
years, the land is not settled, after which period it cannot, be established, this grant to remain null; under which 
supposition, the business of settling the limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me, to provide the inter- 


ested party with titles in form. 
This is a copy, compared to the original existing in the archives under my charge, which I certify. 


JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. [. s.} 
Mosier, February 24, 1804. 
‘The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemniy 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804.—Attest: Davin Parmeter 2d, Clerk. 


THOMAS PRICE. 


To ail to whom these may come: 

I, Valentine Dubroca, neighbor of Mobile jurisdiction, hath really and effectually sold to George Brewer. inha- 
bitant of Tombigbee river, one tract of land, containing twenty acres, situate at a place called Sunflower, on said 
river, limited on the north side by one of Dominique de Olive. and on the south by another of Arban Durny: said 
land is my own property, by concession from his excellency the Governor General, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-seven, the original of which exists in the archives of this place, the copy of which I sold to the 
purchaser, safe, without mortgage or claims on the same, for the sum of sixty silver dollars, which I have received, 
and am Satisfied; renouncing all rights, titles, and claims, me and my heirs, to said land and possessions thereunto 
belonging, and give full possession to the purchaser, his heirs, and assigns, forever, to dispose or make use of for 
him, his heirs, and assigns; and, being present said George Brewer, he accepts this bill of sale and titles to said 
land above mentioned, for the same sum we bargained for, in which he is well satisfied. In testimony of which, this 
is dated at Mobile, the twenty-sixth day of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight. 

I, Don Manuel de Lanzos, commandant civil and military of said province, accompanied with two evidences 
of assistance, knowing both parties contracting, and sign, with the two evidences. And I, the said commandant, &c. 


VALENTINE DUBROCA. 


Francisco ConTERO, . 
GaronEmo YAUANAS, Witnesses. 


Before me, 


MANUEL DE LANZOS., 




















1809. 3 LAND CLAIMS IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 635 





Mosizz, June 26, 1798. 
MANUEL DE LANZOS. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


This is a copy of the original that passed before me, for which I certify. 
The above isa bill of sale of the Spanish original. 


The above was compared exact with the original in this office under my charge, by me, 
JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. [1. s.] 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 214, by Epwarp Luoyp Wares. for , 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21st, 1804.—Attest: Davin Parme ee 2d, Clerk. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Brewer’s case, No. 52 on the docket of the Board, and No. 104 on the books of the Register. 

Claim—Of eight hundred acres, as assignee and legal representative of Charles Arbon Demoy, by virtue of a 
Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. ‘ hay 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1802, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the Tombigbee river, in the county of, Wash- 
ingion, beginning at a cotton tree, being James Denley’s corner, running thence, due west, eighty-one chains 
and fitty links, toa white oak: thence, north, sixty-three chains twenty-five links, to an ironwoods; thence, east, 
one hundred and seventy chains, to a stake corner on the river; thence, with the river, to the place of beginning; 
containing eight hundred acres, having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully repre- 
sented in the plot annexed: is claimed by John Brewer, as legal representative of Charles Abon Demoy, in and by 
virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, and now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, established east of 
Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot 


herewith filed. : : 
_ JOHN BREWER, 
Legal representative of Charles Arbon Demoy. 
Marcu 16, 1804. [Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed 20th February, 1804, by Robert Ligon. Chain carriers, James Danley, George Dickey. 
A Spanish warrant of survey and a bill of sale were exhibited in this case, in the words and figures following, 
VIZ. 
His Excellency Don Estevan Miro, Colonel of the royal army. Governor civil and military of the city and 
province of the Louisiana, &c. &c. 
Mosite, October 10th, 1787. 
Charles Abon Demoy, inhabitant in Mobile jurisdiction, with the greatest respect to your excellency, represents 
and says there is on Tombigbee river forty acres of vacant land, which land never has had any proprietor, limited 
on the north side by land, the property of Valentine Dubroca, and on the south by a tract of land of Daniel Ward’s; 
and with intention to cultivate tobacco and corn on said land, begs your excellency’s goodness in granting me the 
above forty acres as real proprietor of the same, with the profounder, as customary; for which favor he will be for- 


ever thankful. 
CHARLES ABON DEMOY. 


Mosier, October 10th, 1787. 


Don Vincent Folch, captain in the fixed Louisiana regiment, commandant civil and military of Mobile and its 
district, certifies, that what the petitioner solicits is found vacant by the information taken for that purpose from 


several inhabitants knowing the same. : E 
VINCENT FOLCH. 


New Orteans, October 22d, 1787. 
The surveyor of this province, Don Charles Laveauw Trudeau, shall establish this individual on that part of land 
of twenty acres front, which he solicits, with its profounder, as customary, of forty, at the same place mentioned in 
the above petition, as it is vacant, not causing prejudice to any neighbors, with the precise conditions of making the 
road, and clearing regularly, in the peremptory space of one year; and if, at the precise space of three years, the 
land is not settied, after which period it cannot be established, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, 
the business of settling the limits will be carried on the tract, and remitted me, to provide the interested party with 


titles in form. 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 


This is exact with the criginal, from which is written this copy, and existing in the archives of this place, under 
my charges the same I certify at Mobile, the 23d of October, 1800. 
MANUEL DE LANZOS. 


JOAQUIN DE OSORNO: [t.’s.] 


THOS. PRICE. 
I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writings hereto annexed. 
“THOS. PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 2ist, 1804.—Attest: Davin Parmetpe 2d, Clerk, , 
To all to whom these may come: 998 


Charles Arbon Demoy, inhabitant of Mobile jurisdiction, hath really and effectually sold unto John. Brewer, 
inhabitant established on ‘fombigbee river, United States’ territory, since the limitation, a tract of land of my own 
property, containing twenty acres front, with the profounder, as customary, of forty; said land limited on one side 
by land of Valentine Dubroca, deceased, and on the other side by land, the purchaser’s property; the above land 
proves to be my own property by titles of concession from his excellency the Governor General of these provinces, 
. warranted to me in the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, the original of which exists in the 

87 Pp 


This was compared with the original existing in the office under my charge. 


The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 
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archives of this place, of which I took a copy of certification from the commandant; the same I sold to said pur- 
chaser, safe from all mortgages or claims, with all the improvements, for the sum of two hundred silver dollars, 
which I received and am satisfied, and by these renounce all rights, titles, and claims to said lands and possessions 
thereunto belonging, and by these give full possession to said purchaser, his heirs and assigns, forever, to dispose of 
for him, his heirs and assigns; and, as the purchaser is not present to accept in his favor the bill of sale with titles 
for said land, accept for him, and in his favor, John Baptist Dubroca and Thomas Price, who hold themselves satis- 
fied, peng to the above contract, passing receipts on both sides, both being satisfied. In testimony of which, 
these are dated at Mobile, the twenty-third day of October, one thousand eight hundred. 


_I, Don Manuel De Lanzos, captain retired from the regiment fixed of the Louisiana, commandant civil and 
military of Mobile place and its jurisdiction, accompanied with two evidences of assistance, whois knowing the 
vender and the two persons who accepted in favor of the purchaser, having no Notary Public, they all sign these 


with me, at Mobile, the same day and year above dated. 
CHARLES ARBON DEMOY. 
; wd the purchaser: John Baptist Dubroca, Thomas Price. Evidences of assistance: Salvador Gormez, Augus- 
tin Blanco. 
Before me, MANUEL DE LANZOS. 
This is a copy of the original passed before me, and existing in the archives of this place under my charge, 


which I certify, the day above dated. 
MANUEL DE LANZOS. 
The above is a bill of sale of the Spanish grant. THOS. PRICE. 


The above was compared exact with the original in this office under my charge, by me, 
JOAQUIN ‘DE OSORNO. [_. s.] 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writings hereto annexed. 
THOS. PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21st, 1804.—Attest: Davin Parmeser 2d, Clerk. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 320, by Epwarp Lioyp Wauss, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


The heirs of James McGrew, case No. 53 on the docket of the Board, and No. 73 on the books of the Register. 


‘Claim—Of four hundred acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. 
The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, to receive 
and adjust claims to lands east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of the river Tombigbee, butting 
and bounded as follows: beginning on a corner cotton tree, above Reams’s line and lands claimed by Young Gains, 
&c. about two miles below Fort St. Stephen’s, (supposed;) thence, running south, eighteen degrees west, one hundred 
and twenty-six chains fifty links, to acorner red oak; thence, north, seventy-two degrees west, thirty-one chains and 
fifty links, toa corner stake; thence, north, eighteen degrees east, one hundred and twenty-six chains fifty links, toa 
corner cotton tree on the bank of the river; thence, down the meanders of the river to the first mentioned station; 
having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, containing four hundred acres; is 
claimed by James McGrew, or by his heirs, to wit: Peggy McGrew, Eliza McGrew, or Eliza De Castro, Alexander 
McGrew, Giles McGrew, James McGrew, Jane McGrew, Nancy McGrew, Keziah McGrew, John McGrew, and 
Wn. McGrew, children of said James McGrew, under and by virtue of a Spanish warrant or order of survey, granted 
unto him, the said James McGrew, on the day of; and the said claimant did, on the 27th day of October, 1795, in- 
habit and cultivate the tract herein specified, agreeably to the requisitions of the first section of an act of Congress, 
entitled an act, and the same does not appear to be claimed by any preceding provision of the act, and now exhi- 
bited to the Register of the Land Office, established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as is directed by said act. 


To all which they beg leave to refer, as also to the plot hereto fixed, &c. &c. Presented February 29th, 1804, by 
ELIZABETH DE CASTRO, her x mark. 


Witness, Epwin Lewis. . 
{Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed in February, 1804, by Robert Ligon. Chain carriers, Young Gains, Dawson Grimes. 
In support of this claim, a Spanish warrant of survey was exhibited in the following words and. figures, to wit: 


Don Estevan Mrro, Colonel of the royal army, Governor civil and military of the city and province of Loui- 
siana, &c. &c. 
Mosite, 12th January, 1788. 


James McGrew, inhabitant of this jurisdiction of Mobile, with the greatest respect to your excellency, repre- 
sents and says, that there is on the Tombigbee river ten acres of vacant land, which, until now, has never been 
claimed by any proprietor; he begs your excellency to grant him, with the profounder customary, with papers of titles 
necessary from the Secretary of Government, that may correspond with the concession; for which favor he will be 


forever thankful. 
JAMES McGREW. 


Don Vicent Folch, captain in regiment of fixed of the Louisiana, commandant civil and military of Mobile 
and its district, certifieth, that the land the petitioner solicits is vacant, by information from the different inhabi- 


tants who are knowing to the same place, for which I sign these presents the day and date above mentioned. 
VICENT FOLCH. 


New Orteans, 9th February, 1788. 


The surveyor of this province, Don Carlos Laveau Trudeau, shall establish that part of land of ten acres front, 


with its profounder of forty acres as customary, as it is vacant, and not cause prejudice to any neighbors, at the 
place mentioned in the above petition, with the precise conditions of making the road, and clearing regularly in the 
peremptory space of one year; and if at the precise space of three years the land is not settled, during which period 
it cannot be alienated, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the business of settling the limits will 


be carried on in the tract, and remitted me to provide the interested party with titles in form. 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 
Mostx, March 6th, 1788. 


Certifieth the above is a copy of the original existing in the office of this place. ‘ 
SANTIAGO DE LA SAUSSAYE, Public Notary. 
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bove i of the Spanish grant. 
The above is a copy Pp g THOS. PRICE. 


The above is compared exact with the original in this office, under my charge, by me. 
JOAQ. DE OSORNO. Lz. s.] 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly swear, 
by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant, or 


writing hereto annexed. 
THOS. PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 2\st, 1804.—Attest: Davin Parme.sr 2d, Clerk. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 206, by Eowarp Lioyp Waizgs, for 
| JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Francis Boyxin’s case, No. 54 on the docket of the Board, and No. 58 on the books of the Register. 
Claim—Of eight hundred acres, as representative of Adam Hollinger, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey. 


under the first section of the act. j ; 

The claimant exhibited his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 

To the Commissioners appointed, in pursuance of an act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the river Tombigbee, in the county of Wash- 
ington, beginning at an elm, and running north, sixty-seven degrees west, one hundred and thirty-eight chains, to a 
stake; thence, south, twenty-three degrees west, sixty-three chains twenty-four links, to a black gum; thence, 
south, sixty-seven degrees east, one hundred and fifteen chains, to a cotton tree standing on the river; thence, with 
the river, to the beginning, containing eight hundred acres, having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and 
artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by Francis Boykin under and by virtue of a Spanish 
warrant of survey, dated the 10th day of June, 1795, and now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office east of 
Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot 


herewith filed. 
FRANCIS BOYKIN. 


Marcu 15th, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 5th of March, 1804, by Robert Ligon. Chain carriers, Rice Wells, William McGee. 
In support of this claim, a Spanish warrant of survey was exhibited, in the words and figures following, viz: 
Str. STepHEn’s, May ist, 1795. 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: 

Adam Hollinger, with the greatest respect to your excellency, represents and says, that, these five years 
past he has been settled on a tract of land, about ten miles distance from the fort, on Mobile side, the said land 
contains twenty acres, limited next to the fort by Nathaniel Blackwell, and on the other side by Jand of Mr. Bas- 
sett’s; the same was vacant when the petitioner took possession; he begs your excellency to grant him the above 
petition, with papers of titles necessary which may correspond with the concession; for which favor he will be 


forever thankful. ; 
ADAM HOLLINGER. 
St. Srepuen’s, 6th May, 1795. 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: 
By information from the inhabitants of this post, that the land above mentioned is King’s commons, and not caus- 


ing any prejudice to any neighbors, your excellency may dispose as it may seem best. 
ANTONIO PALAO. 


New Orteans, 10th June, 1795. 


‘The Surveyor General of this province, or some individual named by him for that business, shall establish that 
part of land of twenty acres front, with its profounder of forty acres, as customary, as it is vacant, not causing any 
prejudice to any neighbors, at the same place mentioned in the above petition, with the precise conditions of makin 
the road, and Ceuiine regularly in the peremptory space of one year; and, if at the precise space of three years the lan 
is not settled, oe ee period it cannot be alienated, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the 
business of settling the limits will be .carried on in the tract, and remitted me, to provide the interested party with 


titles in form. 
THE BARON OF CARONDELET. 
Registered: FERNANDO LISORE. 
The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 
THOS. PRICE. 


The above was compared exact with the original in this office under my charge, by me, 
JOAQ. DE OSORNO. [1. s.] 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly swear 
by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant or 
writing hereto annexed. 

THOS. PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21st, 1804. Attest: Davin Parme es 2d, Clerk. 


On the back of the original Spanish warrant there is an endorsement in the following words and figures, viz: 


For value received of Francis Boykin, of the county of Washington, I do assign, transfer, release, and forever 
quit claim to the said Francis Boykin, all my interest, right, and title to all the lands which can or ought to be 
claimed or holden by virtue of the foregoing order or warrant of survey from the Spanish Government. 


Witness my hand the 21st of March, 1804. 
ADAM A. HOLLINGER, his x mark. 


Test: Epwarp Luioyp WaizEs. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 169, by Epwarp Lioyp Wats, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Rice Wells and William McGeehe, chain carriers for the survey in this case, were sworn before John Callier, 


Esq. Justice of Peace. ‘ 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
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Ann LAwrENCE’s case, No. 55 on the docket of the Board, and No. 101 on the books of the Register. 
Claim—Of eight hundred acres, as legal representative of Moses Moore, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of sur- 
vey, under the first section of the act. 


The claimant presented her claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, Sor receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of the river Tombigbee, in the 
county of Washington, beginning on said river at an oak: thence, south, twenty-five degrees east, fourteen chains: 
thence, south, thirty-six degrees east, one hundred and ten chains; thence, south, seventeen degrees east, seventeen 
chains; thence, south, seventy degrees east, seventy-seven chains, to a corner stake; thence, north, seventeen de- 
grees east, ninety-three chains, to a sassafras; thence, west, twenty-five chains; theuce, north, sixty-eight degrees 
west, twenty-five chains: thence up the meanders of said river to the beginning; containing eight hundred acres, and 
hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by 
the widow Ann Lawrence, legal representative of Moses Moore, in and by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, 
and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed 
by said act. ‘Toall which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 


JOSEPH LAWRENCE, 


For Ann Lawrence, Legal representative of Aloses Moore. 
Marcu 20, 1804. 


{ Plot omitted. ] 


Chain carriers, James Bilbo and William Phelps. Surveyed 19th March, 1804, by Thomas Bilbo. 
In this case, a Spanish warrant of survey was exhibited, in the words and figures following, viz: 


Mosi.e, October 1, 1787. 
His Excellency the Governor Generat of the province of Louisiana: 

Moses Moore, inhabitant in the jurisdiction of Mobile, with the greatest respect to your excellency, represents 
and says, that there is found on Tombigbee river a tract of land of twenty acres, formerly the property of Mr. 
McIntosh, interpreter and commissary of the Chickasaw Indians, in the English times; limited on the north by 
the same land, and on the south by Sunflower; which was evacuated by said McIntosh in the year eighty, and, 
until this present, never has been claimed by him, nor no other for him empowered. ‘The petitioner being necessi- 
tated fur such a tract to cultivate tobacco and Indian corn, he begs your excellency to grant him the above petition, 
with the profounder as customary, with papers of titles necessary, from the secretary of Government, which may 
correspond with the concession; for which favor he will be forever thankful. 


MOSES MOORE. 


Don Vicent Folch, captain in Louisiana regiment of infantry, and commandant civil and military of Mobile 
and its jurisdiction, certifies that the land the above petitioner solicits is vacant, by information from the different 
inhabitants of this district. 

VICENT FOLCH. 


New Orveans, October 22, 1787. 
_ The surveyor of this province, Don Carlos Laveau Trudeau, shall establish that part of land of twenty acres 
front, with its profounder of forty acres, as customary, as It is vacant, not causing any prejudice to any neighbors, 
at the same place mentioned in the above petition, with the precise conditions of making the road, and clearing re- 
gularly,in the peremptory space of one year; and if, at the precise space of three years, the land is not settled, dur- 
ing which period it cannot be alienated, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the business of settling 
the limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me to provide the interested party with titles in form. 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 
This is a copy compared with the origina! in this office, Mobile, March 5, 1804. 
JOAQ. DE OSORNO. 
The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


JOAQ. DE OSORNO. [1.s.] 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God and the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant or 
writing hereto annexed. . 


The above compared with the original exact in this office under my charge. 


THOMAS PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804.—Attest: Davin ParME Lee 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 308, by Enwarp Lioyp Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


In support of the right of representation, the claimant exhibited the last will and testament of the said Moses 
Moore, bearing date the 25th of July, 1791, in which he willed and devised to the said Ann Lawrence all his right 
and title to the land now claimed, which she was to have and possess after the decease of Margaret, the widow of 
said Moore: which said will was duly executed, proved, and approved. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun CaLiier’s case, No. 56 on the docket of the Board, and No. 95 on the books of the Register. 

Claim—Of seven hundred and eighty-one acres, one rood, and eleven poles, as assignee and legal representative 
of Adam Hollinger, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, viz: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, Washington 
county, butted on said river, and bounded on the north by Carny’s old improvement, on the west by vacant land, 
and on the south by the claims of Francis Stringer and Thomas Malone; beginning on a hackberry on the river 
bank, and runs south, forty-seven degrees west, at thirty-two chains, the back swamp at one hundred and thirty 
chains, crossing Stringer’s mill branch; in all, one hundred and thirty chains, toa small pine corner; thence, south, 
forty-three degrees east, at thirty chains, crossing a small branch; in all, sixty-three chains twenty-four links, to a 
pine corner; thence, north, forty-seven degrees east, at seventeen chains, crossing the mill branch at eighty chains, 
crossing the back swamp; in all, one hundred and twenty-three chains, to an elm corner on the river bank; thence, 





7 





1809.] LAND CLAIMS IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 689 





the meanders of the river, to the beginning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the an- 
nexed plot, containing seven hundred and eighty-one acres, one rood, and eleven poles: is claimed by John Callier, 
legal representative of Adam Hollinger, under and by virtue of a Spanish grant bearing date the 9th day of Febru- 
ary, 1788, and now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as 
directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 
JOHN CALLIER. 
[Plot omitted. } 


Chain carriers, Noah Pelcher and Francis Stringer. Surveyed Marci: 20, 1804, by Thomas Malone. 
In support of this claim, a Spanish warrant of survey was exhibited, in the following words and figures, to wit: 


Mosite, Junuary 21, 1788. 
His Excellency Don Estevan Mino, colonel of the royal army, Governor civil and military of the city and pro- 
vince of Louisiana, &c. 
Wilford Hogeatt, inhabitant in Mobile jurisdiction, with the greatest respect to your excellency, says, there, 
ss J : ; : Mi . 
are found on this river Tombigbee twenty acres of vacant land: said land until now never had any proprietor; in 
attention of this, begs your excellency’s generosity in granting him the proprietary of said iand, with the profounder, 
as customary, with papers of titles from the secretary of Government, which may correspond with the concession; 
for which favor he will be forever thankful. 


WILFORD HOGGATT. 


Don Vicent Folch, captain in the fixed Louisiana reginent, commandant civil and military of the abovemen- 
tioned place and district, certifies that the land the petitioner solicits is found vacant, as by information taken to 
that effect of several inhabitants who are well acquainted with the same; for which I sign these presents, at the 
place abovementioned, the day and date above. ees 

VICENT FOLCH. 
New Onteans, February 9, 1788. 

The Surveyor General of this province, Don Carlos Lavean Trudeau, shall establish that part of land of twenty 
acres front, with the profounder, as customary, of forty, at the same place mentioned in the above petition, as it 1s 
vacant, not causing prejudicé to any neighbors, with the precise conditions of making the road, and clearing regu- 
larly, in the peremptory space of one year: and if, at the precise space of, three years, the land is not settled, atter 
which period it cannot be established, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the business of settling the 
limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me to provide the interested party with titles in form. 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 
This is a copy of the original existing in the archives under my charge. 

JOAQ. OSORNO. 
Mositr, March 16, 1804. 
The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. : 
THOMAS PRICE. 

1, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 
or writing hereto annexed. 

THOMAS PRICE. 

Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804.—Attest: Davip Parmeter 2d, Clerk. 

Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 289, by Epwarp Luoyv Waites, for 

JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 

The claimant exhibited a bill of sale from the said Adam Hollinger, bearing date the 20th day of February, 1800, 
duly executed, assigning and conveying to the said John Caliier all his, the said Hollinger’s, right, title, and claim to 
the said tract of land, and the improvements and buildings made thereon. 

Yhe Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James DENLEY’s case, No. 57 on the docket of the Board, and No. 88 on the books of the Register. 
Claim—Oft four hundred acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. 


i The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
cures, to wit: 
co) 9 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance to the act of Congress pussed the 3d of March, 1803, for recording 
and adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


; Marcu 16, 1804. 
Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of ‘TTombigbee river, in the county 
of Washington, beginning at Perkins’s line, and extending thirty-one chains and sixty-two links for a front; thence, 
north, twenty’ degrees, east to the river, and then return back to the beginning, and reverse the course ninety-eight 
chains fifty hnks to a sweet gum, in high water, where it was impassable; andhath such forms and marks, both natural 
and artificial, as are fully represented in the plotannexed, containing four hundred acres: is claimed by James Denley 
in and by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office east of 
Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all whichhe begs leave to refer, as also to acopy of the plot 


herewith filed. 
JAMES DENLEY. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed by Robert Ligon. Chain carriers, James Denley and George Dickey. 
The claimant produced a Spanish warrant of survey in the following words and figures, to wit: 
. Mosie, October 9, 1787. 

His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: 
_ dames Denley, inhabitant of Mobile jurisdiction, with the greatest respect to your excellency, says, there is 
found on Tombigbee river ten acres of land, formerly the property of Mr. Magillivrey, by the name of Sunflower, 
situate on the east side by land of Daniel Johnson, and on the west side by vacant land; the above land was aban- 
doned in the year ’80, and until this present has not been claimed by the proprietor nor any other person empowered. 
for him; in attention of which, begs your excellency’s generosity, in granting him as proprietor of, said land with the 
profounder, as customary, with the ee of titles necessary from the Secretary of Government, which may corre- 
spond with the concession; for which favor he will be forever thankful. 
JAMES DENLEY. 


_ Don Vicent Folch, captain in the fixed Louisiana regiment, commandant civil and military of Mobile and its 
jurisdiction, certifies, the land the petitioner solicits is existing vacant, by information from the inhabitants who are 
well knowing the said land. 


VICENT FOLCH. 
Mosite, October 9, 1787. 
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New Orteans, October 22, 1787. 


The surveyor of this province, Don Carlos Laveau Trudeau, shall establish this individual on that part of ten 
acres front of land, with the profounder, as customary, of forty, at the same place the above petitioner solicits, as it is 
vacant, and not causing prejudice to any neighbor, with the precise conditions of making the road and clearing regu 
larly in peremptory space of one year; and if at the precise space of three years the land is not settled, after which 
period it cannot be established, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the business of settling the limits 


will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me, to provide the interested party with titles in form. 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 


This is a copy compared with the original existing in the archives of this place under my charge. 
Mosite, February 24, 1804. JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. [t. s.] 


The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this isa true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804.—Attest: Davin Parme.es 2d, Clerk. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
James Deniey’s case, No. 58 on the docket of the Board, and No. 105 on the books of the Register. 
Claim—Of two hundred and eighty acres, as assignee and legal representative of Solomon Johnson, by virtue of 
a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. ; ; 
he claimant exhibited his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 
Marcu 21, 1804. 


Please to. take notice, that the following tract of iand, situated in the county of Washington, butting and bound- 
ing on the east side by the Sunflower creek and lands surveyed for Hiram Mounger, and on the south side by Har- 
grave’s claim, and on the west by Morgan’s claim, and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are 
fully represented in the plot annexed, containing two hundred and eighty acres: is claimed by James Denley, legal 
representative of Solomon Johnson, in and by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, bearing date the 10th day of 
June, 1795; is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as 


directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
JAMES DENLEY. 


, [Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed the 24th of February, 1804, by Robert Ligon. 
In support of this claim a Spanish warrant was produced, in the following words and figures, viz: 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: Sr. Stepuen’s, May 11, 1795. 
Solomon Johnson, inhabitant of the of district St. Stephen’s, with the greatest respect to your excellency, repre- 
sents and says, that he has been established these four years ona tract of land, in distance about six leagues below 
fort St. Stephen’s on Mobile side, containing seven acres front, with the profounder, as customary, limited on one 
side by James Donnelly and on the north side by John Brewer; and, as it has no proprietor, prays your excellency to 
grant him the said land, with papers of titles from the Secretary of the Government, which may correspond with the 


concession in form; for which favor he will be for ever thankful. 
SOLOMON JOHNSON. 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: 
By information from the inhabitants of this post, the land the petitioner solicits is vacant, and King’s commons; 


and not causing prejudice to any neighbors, your excellency may dispose of it as may seem best. 
ANTONIO PALAO. 


New Orteans, June 10, 1795. 


The Surveyor General of this province, or any individual named by him, shall establish this individual on that 
part of seven acres of land front, with the profounder back as customary, of forty, at the same place the above peti- 
tioner solicits, as it is vacant, not causing prejudice to any neighbor, with the precise conditions of making the road 
and clearing regularly in peremptory space of one years; and if at the precise space of three years the land is not set- 
tled, after which period it cannot be established, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the business of 
settling the limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me to provide the interested party with titles in form, 

THE BARON OF CARONDELET. 


Certifies the above to be a copy of the original existing in the archives under my charge. 
Sr. STePHEN’s, September 21, 1795. FERNANDO LESORE. 
The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


The above was compared exact with the original in this office under my charge, by me, 
JOAQN. DE OSORNO. [_. s.] 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804.—Attest: Davin Parmeter 2d, Clerk. 


On the back of the said Spanish warrant of survey is an endorsement in the following words and figures, to wit: 
Fort Stoppert, March 20, 1804. 


I hereby assign all my right, title, and interest, of the within Spanish warrant of survey to James Denley, for 


value received. 
JOHN BREWER. 


Test: Epwarp Lioyp WairLes. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 327, by Eowarp Lioyp Wal1zes, for 

| Speer roe renee JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. . 
Nicuoras Perxrns’s case, No. 59 on the docket of ‘the Board, and No. 92 on the books of the Register. 
Claim—Of three hundred and six acres, as assignee and legal representative of Thomas Wheat, by virtue of a 


Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. ; ; 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 
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To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance to the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, in the county 
of Washington, beginning at a sassafras, being Ward’s corner, running south, twenty degrees west, one hundred 
and fifteen chains, to a sweet gum corner; thence south, twenty degrees east, twenty-six chains, to a stake corner; 
thence north, twenty degrees east, one hundred and twenty-two chains, to a stake on the river; thence, with the 
river, to the beginnings; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in'the 
plot annexed, containing three hundred and six acres: is claimed by Nicholas Perkins, legal representative oi 
Thomas Wheat, in and by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, and is now exhibited to the Registerof the Land 
Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, 


as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
NICHOLAS PERKINS, 
Marcu 21, 1804. Representative of Thomas Wheat: 
[Plot omitted. ] 


The claimant produced a Spanish warrant of survey in the words and figures following, to wit: 


His Excellency Don Esrevan Miro, Colonel of the royal army, Governor civil and military of the city and pro- 
vince of the Louisiana, &c.° 


Thomas Wheat. inhabitant of Mobile juridiction, with the greatest respect to your excellency, says, there are 
found on Tombigbee river eight acres of land, formerly the property of Mr. Masiliewrey, in the year eighty, situated 
on the east of land of Mr. Daniel. Wards, and on the west of John Johnson; since which, said land has not been 
claimed by the owner, nor any other person empowered by him; he begs your excellency to grant him the above peti- 
tion, with the profounder, as customary, with papers of titles necessary from the Secretary of Government, which 


may correspond with the concession; for which favor he will be forever thankful. 
THOMAS WHEAT. 


Mositx, October 9, 1787. 
_ Don Vicent Folch, Captain in the Louisiana fixed regiment, commandant civil and military of Mobile and its 
district, certifies, the land the above petitioner solicits is vacant, by the best information from the different inhabitants 


of this place, for which I sign these presents at said place, day and date above mentioned. 
VICENT FOLCH. 
New Orteans, October 22, 1787. 


The surveyor of this province, Don Carlos Laveau Trudeau, shall establish that part of land of eight acres front, 
with its profounder of forty acres, as customary, at the same place mentioned in the above petition, as it is vacant, 
not causing any prejudice to any person, with the precise conditions of making the road, and clearing regularly in 
the peremptory space of one year; and if at the precise space of three years the land is not settled, during which 
period it cannot be alienated, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the business of settling the limits 


will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me to provide the interested party with titles in form. 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 


Certify the above copy was compared with the original in the office of this place. Mobile, December 16, 1787. 
SANTIAGO DE LA SAUSSAYE. 


The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


The above was compared exact with the original in this office under my charge, by me, 
JOAQN. DE OSORNO. [_. s.] 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that thisas a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804.—Attest: Davin ParMELEE 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 266, by Ep>warp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The claimant produced a deed of conveyance from Thomas Wheat, bearing date the 19th day of August, 1803, 
duly executed, assigning and conveying to the said Nicholas Perkins, his heirs, &c., all the said Wheat’s right, title, 
and interest to the said tract of land, and the improvements made thereon; also, a letter of attorney, of the same 
date, from said Wheat, authorizing the said Perkins to prosecute said claim before the Board of Commissioners, for 


his own use and benefit. ; : 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Nicnotas Perktys’s case, No. 60 on the docket of the Board, and No. 93 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of two hundred acres, as assignee and legal representative of Daniel Johnson, by virtue of a Spanish 
warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. ' 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 
stoners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 


To the Commiss 
os oe, : . : 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of ‘Tombigbee, in the county of 
Washington, beginning at a stake on the river, and runs south, twenty degrees west, one hundred and twenty-two 
chains, on Wheat’s line, to his stake corner; thence, south, seventy degrees east, fifteen chains and seventy-five links, 
to a sweet gum corner; thence, north, twenty degrees east, one hundred and forty-one chains, to Tombigbee; thence. 
with the river to the beginning; containing two hundred acres, having such shape, forms, and marks, natural and 
artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by Nicholas Perkins, legal representative of Daniel 
Johnson, in and by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office 
east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of 


the plot herewith filed. 
NICHOLAS PERKINS, 
Legal representative of Daniel Johnson. 


Marcu 21, 1804. 
Surveyed by William Gilliam. 
A Spanish warrant of survey was exhibited in the following words and figures, to wit: 


To His Excellency Estevan Miro, Colonel of the _ armies, civil and military, Governor of the city and province 
of Louisiana, &c. 

. Daniel Johnson, inhabitant in the jurisdiction of Mobile, with the most profound respect, says to your excellency, 

that there is five acres of land on the river of Tombigbee, formerly belonging to Mr. McGillivray; named Sunflower, 


[Plot omitted. ] 
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situated on the east side of a tract of land belonging to Thomas Wheat. and on the west side of James Denley’s 
tract of land; the which land was abandoned in the year eighty, and since has hot been reclaimed by the proprietor. 
nor by his agent: in consideration whereof, your excellency will be pleased to grant him said acres, running back as 
usual, ordering that the necessary titles may be delivered through the Government’s Secretary’s Office. He humbly 
petitions you may grant his request, in which he will receive a favor. 

DANIEL JOHNSON. 


MosiLE, October 9, 1787. 
Don Vicent Folch, captain of the fixed regiment of Louisiana, civil and military commandant of the place of 


Mobile and its district, certifies that the land petitioned for as above, is found vacant, according to information taken 
from inhabitants who could have knowledge of this circumstance. 
VICENT FOLCH. 


New Or.eans, October 22, 1787. 


wwe 


Mopsite, October 9, 1787. 


4a! 


The surveyor of this province, Don Carlos Laveau Trudeau, will settle the petitioner on the five acres of land 
for which he petitioned, running back as usual forty acres, in the place mentioned in the preceding memorial, it being 
vacant, and not causing any injury, with the precise conditions of making the read and proper clearing, in the pre- 
cise space of one year; this concession to be null. if, at the precise expiration of three, the land may not be found 
settled: under which position the survey shall be made, remitting it to me, to provide to the interested titles in form. 


ESTEVAN MIRO. 


Mose, March 17, 1804, 
I do hereby certify that the above is a faithful and true translation rendered irom the original copy in the Spanish 


language that remains in these archives. _ 7 
JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. [. s.] 
THOMAS PRICE. 

i, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 
or writing hereto annexed. 

THOMAS PRICE. 

Subscribed and sworn to before the Board, March 21st, 1804.—Attest: Davip Parmeter 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 272, by Epwarv Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Rezister. 


The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance from Daniel Johnson, bearing date i7th August, 1801, duly exe- 
cuted. assigning and conveying to Solomon Johnson, his heirs, &c. all the said Daniel’s right and title to said tract 
of land. and the improvements made thereon; also, a deed of conveyance trom the said Solomon, bearing date 21st 
May, 1803, duly executed, releasing and conveying to William H. Hargrave all the said Solomon’s right and title 
to said; premises; also, a deed of conveyance from the said Hargrave, dated the Ist day of September, 1803, duly 
executed, releasing aud conveying to the said Perkins all the said Hargrave’s right aud titie to the said tract of land 
and the improvements thereon made. 

The Board ordered that the cause be postponed for consideration. 

Cornetivs Ratn’s case, No. 61 on the docket of the Board, and No. 100 on the books of the Register. 

Claim—Of four hundred acres, by virtue of Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. 


The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbce river, in the county 
of Washington, beginning at a gum on said river, and running north. eighty-five degrees west, one hundred and ten 
chains, toa water oak; thence north, five degrees east, to cotton wood, forty-six chains sixty-two and a half links, to 
said rivers thence, down the meanders of the river, to the beginning; containing four hundred acres, and hath such 
forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by Cornelius 
Rain, in and by virtue of a Spanish grant, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east 
of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by the said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the 


plot herewith filed. 
MarcH 19. 1804 CORNELIUS RAIN, 
Marc , 1804. 


[Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed, March 20, 1804, by John Dease. Chain carriers, James Powel and James Dean. 


The claimant produced a Spanish warrant of survey, in the words and figures following, to wit: 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: Forr St. Srepuen’s, May 11, 1795, 

Cornelius Rain, inhabitant of Tombigbee river, with the greatest respect, represents and lays before your ex- 
cellency, that there isa tract of land. distance about eighteen ieagues and two miles below Fort St. Stephen’s, and 
about half a league from where he is now a residenter, containing ten acres front with its corresponding protounder. 
bounded on the north by land the property of Moses Moore, and on the south by a creek called Lawrence’s creek: 
he begs your excellency to grant him the above petition, with papers necessary from Secretary of the Government, 
which may correspond with the cession: for which favor from your excellency he will be forever thankful. 


CORNELIUS RAIN. 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: Fort St. Srepurn’s, May 11, 1795. 
By the best information from the different inhabitants of this post, the land the above petitioner solicits is va- 
cant and within the King’s dominion, King’s commons. 
ANTONIO PALAO. 


New Organs, June 10, 1795. 
The Surveyor General of this province shall establish that part of ten acres of land front on the river, the same 
that the above petitioner solicits in the above petition, with forty acres back, as customary, without causing prejudice 
to any neighbors, with the precise conditions\of making the road and clearing regularly in the peremptory space of 
one years and if, at the precise space of three ‘years, the land is not settled, during which period it cannot be alien- 
ated, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the business of settling the limits will be carried on in the 
tract, and remitted me to provide the interested party with titles in form. 
THE BARON OF CARONDELET. 
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ei of the Spanish grant, copied. 
The above is a copy P a g P THOMAS PRICE. 
The above compared exact with the original in this office, by me, 
ae nee sie JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


‘riting hereto annexed. 
or writing he THOMAS PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804,.—Attest: Davin Parme er 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, vol.1, page 305, by Epwarp Lioyp. WaizEs, for 
; JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed ‘for consideration. 


Joun F. M’Grew anv Crarx M’Grew’s case, No. 62 on the docket of the Board, and No. 59 on the books of 
the Register. 

Claim—Of three hundred and thirty-five acres and thirty-one poles, as assignees and legal representatives of 
Julian de Castro, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. 

The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 

To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, Washington 
county, butted on said river, and bounded on the south by the claim of ‘Thomas Malone, on the west by vacant land, 
and the north by the claim of Mrs. Conner M’Grew, or the heirs of James M’Grew; beginning on asmall sweet gum 
on the river bank, and runs a conditional line between the claimants and ‘Thomas Malone, south, twenty-four de- 
grees west, one hundred and twenty-six chains and forty-nine links, to a corner stake, with a post oak, red oak, and 
two pines, pointers, (having crossed two branches, one at thirty chains fifty links, the other at thirty-two chains 
eighty linkss) thence, north, sixty-six degrees west, twenty-six chains fifty links, to a red oak corner; thence, north, 
twenty-four degrees east, one hundred and twenty-six chains forty-nine links, to a cherry corner on the river bank; 
thence, the meanders of the river, to the beginning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in 
the plot annexed, containing three hundred and thirty-five acres and thirty-one poles: is claimed by John F. M’Grew, 
legal representative of Julian de Castro, under and by virtue of a Spanish grant, bearing date the 10th day of June, 
1795, and now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office established east of ‘Pearl river, to be recorded as 
directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 

J. F. M’?GREW anp CLARK M’GREW, 
Legal representatives of Julian de Castro. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 21st March, 1804, by J. Malone. Chain carriers, Richard Burney and George Brewer. 
The claimants exhibited a Spanish warrant of survey, in the words and figures following, to wit: 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: "Sr. Srepuen’s, May 1, 1795. 


Julian de Castro, with the profoundest respect, represents to your excellency, and says, that he has been a re- 
sidenter for these eight years on Tombigbee river, without obtaining any concession for land; and, being desirous 
of remaining a residenter, and there being a tract of land of ten acres on the upland, the same that runs down to Mo- 
bile, bounded on the north side by James M’Grew, and on the south side by ‘Tobias Reams, and not causing preju- 
dice to any person, begs your excellency to grant him the above petition, with the corresponding titles, in form; for 


whichifavor he will be forever thankful. 
JULIAN DE CASTRO. 


His Excellency the GoverNor GENERAL: Sr. StepHen’s, May 5, 1795. 
By the best information from the inhabitants of this post, that the land the above petitioner solicits is King’s 
commons, and cannot cause any prejudice to any neighbors, your excellency, may dispose as it may seem best. 


ANTONIO. PALAO. 


New Organs, June 10, 1795. 


The Surveyor General of this province, or a person appointed by him for that business, shall establish that part 
of land of ten acres front, with the profounder, as customary, of forty back, at the same place as is mentioned in the 
above petition, with the precise conditions of making the road, and clearing regularly, in the peremptory space of 
one years and if at the precise space of three years the land is not settled, during which period it cannot be alienated, 
this grant to remain ee under which supposition, the business of settling the limits will be carried on the tract, 


and remitted me, to provide the interested party with titles in form. 
THE BARON OF CARONDELET. 


Registered. The above is a true copy of the Spanish original. 
THOMAS PRICE. 
The above was compared exact with the original in this office, by me, 
JOAQ. DE OSORNO. 


i, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly swear 
by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant or writ- 


ing hereto annexed. THOMAS PRICE 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804.—Attest: Davip Parmeter 2d, Clerk. 


The claimants also exhibited a writing, which is attached to said Spanish warrant of survey, in the following 


words and figures, to wit: 
1 transfer the within grants of land to J. F. McGrew and Clark McGrew, it being for value received. Witness 


my hand and seal, this 22d of July, 1802. 
JULIAN DE CASTRO. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 173, by Epwarp Liroyp Wat.es, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Dentey’s case, No. 63 on the docket of the Board, and No. 99 on the books of the Register. 
.  Claim—Of one thousand acres, as assignee and legal representative of Daniel Ward, by virtue of a Spanish 
warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. 
P 
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The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the river Tombigbee, butting and bounding as 
follows: beginning at a red bud, running west, one hundred and twenty-six chains and forty-nine links, to an oak 
corner; north,’seventy-nine chains and fifty-five links, from an oak corner to a magnolias east, one hundred and 
thirty chains and forty-nine links, from a magnolia to a cotton wood: and from thence, to the beginning; having such 
marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, containing one thousand acres: is claimed by 
James img h under and by virtue of a Spanish grant, bearing date the 22d day of October, 1787, and now exhibit- 
ed unto the Register of the land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To 
all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 

JAMES DENLEY. 
[Plot omitted. } 


Chain bearers, Hiram Mounger, George Dickey. Surveyed by Thomas Bilbo, for James Denley, 15th October, 
1801. 
_ In this case, a Spanish warrant of survey was produced in support of this claim, in the words and figures follow - 
Ing, VIZ: 
His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: Mopsie, October 12, 1787. 
Daniel Ward, inhabitant of Mobile jurisdiction, with the greatest respects to your excellency, petitions and says, 
there are found on Tombigbee river fifty acres of laud, formerly of James Mackintosh, deceased, which was abandoned 
in the year 1781, and until this present has not been claimed by the proprietor, nor any other person empowered 
for him; situate on the north side by land called the Sunflower; in attention of which, he expects from the generosity 
of your excellency, in granting him the proprietary of said land, with the profounder, as customary, with papers of 
titles from the Secretary of Government, which may correspond with the concession; for which favor he will be for- 


ever thankful. : 
DANIEL WARD. 
Don Vicent Folch, captain in the fixed Louisiana regiment, commandant civil and military of Mobile and its 
jurisdiction, certifies that the land the above petitioner solicits is found vacant by information, taken to the above 
purpose, from several inhabitants, who are knowing to the same. 


VICENT FOLCH. 
New Organs, October 22, 1787. 


The Surveyor General of this province shall establish this individual on that part of land of twenty-five acres 
front, in the place of fifty he solicits in the above petition, with its profounder, as customary, of forty, at the same 
place mentioned in the above petition, as itis vacant, not causing any prejudice to any neighbors, with the precise 
conditions of making the road and clearing regularly in the peremptory space of one year; and, if at the precise space 
of three years, the Tand is not settled, after which period it cannot be established, this grant to remain null; under 
which supposition, the business of settling the limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me to provide the 


interested party with titles in form. 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 


Monite, February 24, 1804. 
This is compared with the original existing in the archives under my charge, by me, 


JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 


THOMAS PRICE. 

I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly swear 
by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant or writ- 
ing hereto annexed. 

THOMAS PRICE. 


Subscribed.and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804.—Attest: Davip ParmELEE 2d, Clerk. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 300, by Epwarp Lioyp Wales, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 


The claimant exhibited a bill of sale from John Joyce, as executor of Daniel Ward, deceased, bearing date the 
12th of August, 1795, duly executed, relinquishing and conveying to the said James Denley all his, the said Joyce’s, 
right, title, and claim, as executor aforesaid, to the said tract of Jand now claimed. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


_ Lemvet Henry, attorney for Antonio Espaho, case No. 64 on the docket of the Board, and No. 94 on the books 
of the Register. 


Claim—Of five hundred acres, as assignee and legal representative of John Turnbull, by virtue of a Spanish 
warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, viz: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Marcu 20, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on the west side of the Tombigbee river, on the lower 
end of Nanna Hubba, (a bluff so called,) in the county of Washington; beginning at a stake on said bluff, near Creigh- 
ton’s old houses; thence, south, fifty-nine degrees west, seventy-four chains, to a large chestnut corner; thence, 
south, sixty-two degrees east, fifty-one chains fifty links, to Howel Dupree’s line: thence, north, forty degrees east, 
twenty one chains, to Dupree’s corner pine; thence, south, sixty-two degrees east, fifty-nine chains, to a stake; 
thence, north, thirty-nine degrees east, fifty-seven chains fifty links, to the river; thence, up the river, as plotted, 
to the beginning; and has such form and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot an- 
nexed, containing five hundred acres, is claimed by Lemuel Henry, attorney in fact: for Antonio Espaho, legal 
representative of John Turnbull, in and by virtue of a Spanish warrant or order of survey, and is now exhibited to 
Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he 
begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed, this 20th of March, 1804. 

LEMUEL HENRY, 
Attorney in fact for Antonio Espaho. 
Surveyed 21st March, 1804, by John Milliken. 


[Plot omitted. ] 
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The claimant exhibited a Spanish warrant of survey, in the words and figures following, viz: 


His Excellency Estevan Miro, Governor General of this province, &c. &c. Mosi.e, June 6, 1787. 


John Turnbull, inhabitant in the district of Mobile, declares to your excellency, that there are situated on 
the Tombigbee river five hundred acres of land, at the distance of sixteen leagues from Mobile, in the place called 
La Naniaba, on the side of the firm land; and, for the greater security of the petitioner, he prays your excellency 
to grant him the proprietary, and that you may give to the Secretary of Government orders to render him the 
necessary titles and rights, to the end that he may be put in actual possession; and which favor he will ever bear in 


mind. 
JOHN TURNBULL. 


Don Pedro Favrot, captain of the Louisiana regiment, civil and military commandant of Mobile and its jurisdic- 
ion, certifies that, according to information taken from four of the most respectable inhabitants, this land, that the 
above named demands, belongs to him, per verbal testimony; and that he may make appear, whenever it is requi- 
site, I here deliver him these presents, in Mobile, the 7th day of June, 1787. 
New Orueans, July 31, 1787. 
The Surveyor General of this province, Don Carlos ‘Trudeau, will establish this petitioner on the five hundred 
acres in the place above mentioned in the foregoing memorial, not being prejudicial; on which supposition, the mea- 
surement will be extended in continuation, and remitted to me, that the requisite titles may be forwarded in form. 


ESTEVAN MIRO. 


Mositx, March 6, 1804. 


Don Joaquin de Osorno, captain of regiment of infantry of Louisiana, civil and military commandant of Mobile 
and its jurisdiction, &c., certifies that the above writing is copy of the original that exists in the archives at his charge. 


JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 


THOMAS PRICE. 
This was compared exact with the originai in this office under my charge, by me, 
JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. [z. s.]} 


The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King. of Spain, do solemnly 
swear, by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21st, 1804.—Attest: Davin ParmMELEs 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 281, by Eowarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Regisier. 


The said Henry produced a deed of conveyance from Manuel Cheney, bearing date 20th of Januarf, 1801, duly 
executed, relinquishing and conveying to Don Benjamin Dubroca all the said Cheney’s right, title, and claim to 
said tract of land; also, produced a bill of sale from the said Dubroca, dated the 20th of February, 1801, duly exe- 
cuted, conveying to the said Antonio Espaho, all his, the said Dubroca’s, right and title to said land; also, produced 
a certificate, in the words and figures following, to wit: 

Don Joaquin de Osorno, captain of the royal troops, ‘and commandant civil and military of Mobile and its juris- 
diction, and sub-delegate to the royal intendency, &c. This certifieth that, in the Office of Records, under my charge, 
is a grant of a tract of land of John ‘Turnbull, lying and situate on Nanna Hubba’s bluff, Tombigbee river, containing 
five hundred acres; also, a tract of land lying and situate opposite Nanna Hubba’s bluff aforesaid, containing twenty 
acres front on the river ‘Tombigbee, and forty acres back, field or swamp land. 

Given under my hand and seal, at Mobile, this fifth day of December, 1801. 

JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. [t. s.] 


There was also — a power of attorney from said Espaho, bearing date 14th of May, 1803, duly executed, 
authorizing the said Lemuel Henry to transact all the said Espaho’s business respecting the two tracts of land men- 
tioned in the preceding certificate, and to bring suit or suits, if necessary, to recover said land, &c. 


Francisco FonTanitia’s case, No. 65 on the docket of the Board, and No. 102 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of eight hundred acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving — 
and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, near Fort 
St. Stephen’s, beginning on a sycamore, running south, thirty-two degrees west, one hundred and twenty-six chains 
forty-nine links, to a black-jack; thence, north, fifty-eight degrees west, sixty-three chains twenty-four links, 
to a hickory; thence, north, thirty-two degrees east, one hundred and twenty-six chains forty-nine links, to a 
an oak on the rivers thence, with the meanders of the river, to the beginning; containing eight hundred acres, 
having such shape, form, and marks, as are represented in the plot annexed; is claimed by Francisco Fontanilla, 
and now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To 
all which he begs leave to refer. 

[Plot omitted. ] 


Chain carriers, Young Gains and David Gains. Surveyed, 17th March, 1804, by Thomas Bilbo. 


The claimant exhibited a Spanish warrant of survey, in the following words and figures, to wit: 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: St. SterHen’s, May 4, 1795. 


Francisco Fontanilla, with the greatest respect to your excellency, represents and says, that, having pur- 
chased from Julian de Castro the possessions he had on a tract of vacant land, near Fort St. Stephen’s, formerly the 
property of an inhabitant by the name of Smith, the same is deceased, and left no heir; which land contains twenty 
acres front, with its corresponding profounder of forty acres; limited on the north by land the property of Stewart, 
and on the south by land the property of John Chastang, and causing no prejudice to any of the neighbors, begs your 
excellency to grant him the above petition, with papers of titles necessary from the Secretary of the Government. 
which may eorrespond with the concession; for which favor he will be forever thankful. 

FRANCISCO FONTANILLA. 


. His Excellency the GoverNor GENERAL: Sr. Stepuen’s, May 5, 1795. 


By information from the inhabitants of this post, that the land above mentioned is King’s commons, and not 
causing any prejudice to'any neighbors. your excellency may dispose as it may seem best. 
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New Orteans, June 10, 1795. 


The Surveyor General of this province, or some individual named by him for that business, shall establish that 
part of land of twenty acres front, with its profounder of forty acres, as customary, as it is vacant, not causing pre 
judice to any neighbors, at the same place mentioned in the above petition, with the precise conditions of making the 
road and clearing regularly, in the peremptory space of one years and if, at the precise space of three years, the 
land is not settled, during which period it cannot be alienated, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the 
business of settling the limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me, to provide the interested party with 


THE BARON OF CARONDELET. 


titles in forin. 
The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 
, ee THOMAS PRICE. 
The above was compared exact with the original in this office under my charge, by me, . 
JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. [1. s.] 
I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear, by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful! translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804.—Attest: Davin Parmeter 2d, Clerk. 

Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 314, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes. for 

; ; JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The Board ordered the case to be postponed for consideration. 


Samvet Mims’s case, No. 66 on the docket of the Board, and No. 74 on the books of the Register. 

Claim—Of sixteen hundred acres, as assignee and legal representative of John Turnbull, by virtue of a Spanish 
warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. : 2 ; 
_._ The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointedin pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 
Marcu 20, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of ‘Tombigbee, on Toller creek, 
in the county of Washington, beginning at a gum on the river, and runs south, fifty-six degrees west, one hundred 
and twenty-six chains fifty links, to a stake in a prairies thence, north, thirty-four degrees west, one hundred and 
twenty-six chains fifty links to a post and red oak; thence, north, fifty-six degrees east, one hundred and twenty-six 
chains fifty links to two red oaks on the bank of said river; thence, down the meanders of the river, to the begin- 
ning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, con- 
taining sixteen hundred acres: is claimed by Samuel Mims, legal representative of John Turnbull, in and by virtue 
of a Spanish warrant of survey, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl 
river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith 


filed. 
SAMUEL MIMs. 
{Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed 29th October, 1801, by Natt. Christmas. Sworn chain carriers, John Baker, Evin Boles. 
In this case, the claimant produced a Spanish warrant of survey, in the following words and figures, viz: 
His Excellency Don Estevan Miro, Colonel of the royal army, Governor civil and military of the city and pro- 


vince of Louisiana, &c. 
Mosite, June 6, 1787. 


John Turnbull, neighbor in Mobile jurisdiction, by the great respect due to your excellency, represents and 
says, that there is a certain tract of land on Tombigbee river of forty acres, formerly of Mr. Farmer’s; said land 
was abandoned by the widow Farmer in the year eighty; said Jand never has been claimed by the owner, nor any 
other person: limited on the east side by a large creek, and on the west side by land abandoned by the widow Far- 
mer; in consequence of which, as the petitioner is necessitated for a tract of land to employ his negroes in raising 
tobacco and Indian corn, he begs your generosity to grant him the proprietary of said land with the profounder as 
usual, and begs your excellency to give orders to the Secretary of-State to deliver him the titles of concession. 

JOHN TURNBULL. 


Don Pedro Favrot, captain of the fixed Louisiana regiment, commandant civil and military of the place of Mo- 
bile, certified, by informations taken from four inhabitants of note, who are knowing the land above petitioned for, 
that it has been abandoned by said Farmer; in consequence of which, I give this information at the request of the 


petitioner. 
PEDRO FAVROT. 


Mosixe, June 7, 1787. 
New Or eans, July 31, 1787. 


The Surveyor General of this province, Don Carlos Laveau Trudeau, shall establish that part of land of forty 
acres front, which the above solicits, by its profounder of. forty acres, as customary, as it is vacant, not causing pre- 
judice to any neighbors, at the same place mentioned in the above petition, with the precise conditions of making 
the road and clearing regularly in the peremptory space of one year; and if, at the precise space of three years, the 
land is not settled, during which period it cannot be established, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, 
the business of settling the limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me, to provide the interested with 


titles in form. 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 


Certified that the above is a copy of the original in the office of this place. ; 
SANTIAGO DE LA SAUSSAYE, P. Writer. 


Mosie, September 3, 1787. 


The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 


The above was compared exact with the original in this office under my charge, by me, 
JOAQN. DE OSORNO. [1. s.] 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804.—Attest: Davin Parmexze 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 210, by Epwarp Lioyp Wa1zes, for : 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant produced a deed of conveyance from Anthony Espaho, bearing date the 10th day of March, 1801, 
duly executed, conveying to the said Samuel Mins all the said Espaho’s right and title to the tract of land now 


claimed. 


THOMAS PRICE. 
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The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
Adjourned until Thursday, the 22d instant. 
Tuurspay, March 22, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


James Cauxier and Josern Campsex., executors of Maria Josephia Narbone, case No. 67 on the docket of the 
Board, and No. — on the books of the Register. 

Claim—Of fifteen hundred and ninety-nine acres and three-tenths of an acre, by virtue of a sale at public auc- 
tion, under authority of the French Government, in the year 1756, of lands previously owned and cultivated, and 
which have since continued to be inhabited and cultivated, by virtue of the title derived from said sale, under the 
respective Governments of England, Spain, and the United States, under the first section of the act. 

The claimants presented their claim, together witha surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to land south of the Tennessee river and cast of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying west of the Mobile river, bounded eastwardly by 
the said river, and on all other sides by vacant land, is claimed by the executors of the estate of Maria Josephia 
Narbone, wife of Anthony Narbone, deceased, for the use and benefit of the legatees of said estate. under and by 
virtue of the last will and testament of the late Maria Josephia Narbone, deceased, claimed under the first section 
of the above mentioned act of Congress; to all which the said executors beg leave to refer, as also to the copy of the 

lot now delivered, (to the Register of the Land Office, to be established east of Pearl river) which plot is herewith 


iled. 
Fort Stoppert, March 22, 1804. 
JAMES CALLIER, 


JOSEPH: CAMPBELL, i Executors. 


[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 12th March, 1804, by James Gordon. Chain bearers, Gabriel Tissrah, William Weathers. 
fn support of this claim, the following written documents were produced, viz: 
(Contract of adjudication of the plantation in partnership of the late Montclain with Flandrin, No. 1.] 


To Monsieur Bose Desciauseaux, Aing’s Counsellor, Commissary of the Marine, and Judge of the royal juris- 
diction of Mobile. 


Humbly prays Guilleaume Marcellin, substitute procurator for the vacant estates of this town, acting for and in 
the name of the succession of late Barthelemy Montclain whilst living, merchant of this town, setting forth his 
desire to arrive before you at the sale of the estate, moveables, and immoveables of the said succession contained in 
the inventory taken after his decease, as well as the plantation of the said succession, in partnership with the named 
Louis Flandrin, inhabitant of this town, that the whole should be judicially sold to the highest and last bidder; the 
purchasers paying the costs of the said adjudication. 

The petitioner further begs, as it is time to transmit to the hands of the procurator, for vacant estates at New 
Orleans, the amount of the said succession, that a dividend thereof may be made to the creditors of the same by 
the superior council, and that there may be in this town some that would be adjudicators at the sale, and who would 

urpose to retain for their debts the amount of the articles that might be adjudged to them, which cannot be done 
nut for ready money: 

May it please you to order that, notwithstanding there may be among the adjudicators at the said sale creditors 
of that succession; that, notwithstanding their debts, they may be obliged to pay into ny hands, at the expiration of 
the term, you will please to limit the amount of their adjudication; and of which ordinance a mention shall be made 


in the publications and advertisements, that they may not plead ignorance thereof; and you will do justice. 
MARCELLIN. 


At Mosie, July 22, 1756. 
ADVERTISEMENT BY THE KING. 


Judicial sale of Plantation. 


It is made known to all it may concern: That, on the petition of the substitute procurator for vacant estates, in 
virtue of our ordinance at the foot of the said petition, that it shall be proceeded to the sale and adjudication of a 
plantation, situate on the river of Mobile, eleven Jeagues from Mobile, the half of which belongs to the succession 
of late Barthelemy Montclain, on account of his partnership with the named Louis Flandrin, in the said plantation, 
which consists as follows: 

First, the place formerly called the plantation of Madame le Sueur, whereon is built a new house, thirty feet 
long, on twenty wide posts in the ground, covered with bark, clayed between said posts, with six windows and two 
doors, with a clayed chimney in the said house, and a piazza on one side, to the gable end whereof is an appentis, 
with a chimney, serving as a kitchen; beside said house is another small building, with posts in the ground, enclosed 
with stakes, serving as a fowl-house. ‘To the right, in the entrance of the said plantation, is a great building sixty 
feet long, on thirteen wide, closed in with stakes, posts in the ground, and bark covered, serving fora negro house; 
to the left isa barn of twenty-five feet long, on eighteen wide posts in the ground, and enclosed with pallisadoes, to 
the gable end whereof is an appentis, with » chimney; all which buildings are enclosed with stakes set upright, 
which form a yard of twenty-five toises square. Aside of said plantation, on the river, to the left going up, is a 
desert of fifteen arpents in front on the river, on two in depth; on the other side, to the right, is another desert of 
ten arpents, on two of depth. The which sale of plantation, with its circumstances andjdependencies above men- 
tioned, shall be made by public sale, for three Sundays running, at the door of this parish church, at the going out of the 
mass, to be definitively adjudged at the said fifteenth day to the highest and last bidder, in paying the costs of his 
adjudication; the purchaser whereof may enter in possession. But, in the course of the month of January of the 
next year, on account of the crop and ,other effects of which it cannot be cleared before that time, the purchaser 
is likewise to observe that, in case he should be a creditor of the said succession, he will be obliged, notwithstand- 


ing his credit, to pay the price of the said plantation into the hands of the said substitute. 
BOBE DESCLOSEAUX. 


Marce.iin, Notary, or Register. 
At Mosie, July 23, 1756. _ 


Adjudication of the plantation of the partnership of late Montclain with the named Flandrin. 


In the year 1756, Sunday, the 24th of July of the said year, at the request of Mr. Guilleaume Marcellin, sub- 
stitute to the procurator for vacant estates in this town, acting for and in the name of the succession of the late Bar- 
thelemy Montclain, whilst living, merchant of this town, tending to his grant that sale. should be made before us in 
a judicial manner, of the effects of the said deceased, and that proclamations should be made, and advertisements 

. set up, toarrive at the sale of the immoveables thereof in the usual and accustomed house; in consequence whereof, 
and according to our ordinance, the plantation that the said deceased had on the river of Mobile, in partnership with 
the named Louis Flandrin, inhabitant of this place, the half of which is belonging to his succession, had been pub- 
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lished and advertised to be entirely sold, with its buildings and its deserts, such as they are specified by the publi- 
cations and advertisements set up by the adjudication, to the highest and last bidder, subject to the charges, clauses, 
and conditions mentioned in the advertisements. 

Whereon, we, Jean Baptiste Claude Bobé Desclauseaux, King’s Counsellor, Commissary of the Marine, and 
Judge of the royal jurisdiction of Mobile, accompanied with Mr. Francis Cesar Bernoudy, deputy King’s Attorney 
General, and of our Register, at the door of this parish church, at the going out of the great mass, after having caused 
the said advertisement to be publicly read and proclaimed aloud by Cerinque, the crier, the judiciary sale of said 
plantation warranted against all trouble, debts, hypothecations, and other hindrances that might be thereon, adver- 
tising that he may not enter in possession but in the course of the month of January of the ensuing year 1757, on 
account of the crop and other effects of which the plantation cannot be cleared but at the time; and a sufficient 
number of people being assembled, and none opposing, we have proceeded, in presence of the said Flandrin, to the 
first adjudication as follows: 

First, after many publications, the said, plantation has been set up by Mr. Oliver to the sum of eight hundred 
livres; and, after many outcries on the said price of eight hundred livres, and that none bid higher, we have adjourned 
to Sunday next, the second adjudication, and have for that purpose ordered new proclamations and fixings as where 
it may be needful. Done the day, month, and year as above. 

FLANDRIN, 


BOBE DESCLOSEAUX, 
; MARCELLIN, Notary or Register. 
Marceiin, Voiary or Register. 


And Sunday, the Ist of August, of the said year, after the proclamations and setting up of advertisements, we 
have order to the proceeding to the second adjudication of the sale of the said plantation; and after having caused 
de nouveau the reading of the said advertisement to be made aloud by the said crier, the judicial sale thereof at the 
door of this parish church, at the going out of the great mass, with a sufficient number of persons present, and the 
calling out of the price of eight hundred livres of the first and present adjudication; and Monsieur Aubert has ap- 
peared, who bid up to the sum of nine hundred livres; and after many callings out of the bidding of nine hundred 
livres by Mr. Aubert, and that none offered that bid higher, we have referred to next Sunday to proceed to the 
third and last adjudication of the said plantation, and have ordered for that purpose new publications and setting up 
of advertisements, where may be needful. Done the day, month, and year as above. 


BOBE DESC LOSEAUX, 
MARCELLIN, Register. 
Manrce.uin, Register. 


And Sunday, the 8th of August, of the said year 1756, after the proclamations and setting up of advertisements, 
ordered to proceed to the adjudication, simple and definitive, of the sale of said plantation, at the church door of 
this parish, at the going out of high mass, where we again ordered new proclamations by Cerinque, the crier; and, 
a sufficient number of people having assembled, we proceeded as follows. subject to the charges, clauses, and con- 
ditions mentioned in the advertisement; and after many publications of the price of nine hundred livres of Sunday 
last, appeared Mr. Bobé, who bid up to the sum of one thousand livres. 

By Mr. Chastang, to that of twelve hundred livres; 

By Mr. Bonnille, to that of twelve hundred and twenty livres; 

By Flandrin, to that of fifteen hundred livres; 

By Mr. Aubert, to that of seventeen hundred livres; 

By Mr. Chastang, to that of eighteen hundred livres; 

By Flandrin, to that of two thousand livres; 

By Mr. Bobé, to that of two thousand two hundred livres; 

By Mr. Bonnille, to that of two thousand four hundred livres; 

By Flandrin, to that of two thousand four hundred and fifty livres; 
By Monsieur Bonnille, to that of two thousand five hundred livres; 
By Flandrin. to that of two thousand five hundred and twenty livres; 

And as none offered to bid higher on the price of two thousand five hundred and twenty livres, after having got 
the said highest offer, and that the said Flandrin required of us to adjudge him the said plantation, purely and simply: 

Whereon, we, King’s Counsellor and Judge as above said, have, to Flandrin, as highest and last bidder, adjudged. 
and do adjudge, purely and simply, the said plantation above mentioned in the advertisement, with its circumstances 
and dependencies, to be enjoyed by him, his heirs, &c. in all property, in consideration of the sum of twelve hun- 
dred and sixty livres, which he shall pay to the succession of said deceased Barthelemy Montclain, for the half of 
the price of his bidding, on account of the partnership with him therein, at the end of the present years for which 
purpose, the said Flandrin has affected and hypothecated all his goods, and has signed. Done the day, month, and 


year as above signed. 

FLANDRIN, 
BOBE DESCLOSEAUX. 
MARCELLIN, Register. 


MarceE Lin, Fegiséer. 


For copy conformable to the original remaining in the registry of the jurisdiction of Mobile, compared by us, 
Notary and Register of the said jurisdiction, at Mobile, 28th December, 1756. 
MARCELLIN, Register. 


I, the subscribing Notary and Register of the jurisdiction of Mobile, and deputy procurator fer vacant estates in 
said place, acknowledge to have received of Louis Flandrin, inhabitant. the sum of twelve hundred and sixty livres 
for the one half of the sale, by adjudication of the plantation of the partnership of the late Montclain with him, and 
of which, in my said capacity as procurator for vacant estates, I acquit and discharge him of the sum of twelve hun- 
dred and sixty livres, to be accounted for to the profit of the succession of the said deceased, in the account which 
I shall render of the said succession. Done at Mobile, 28th December, 1756. 

MARCELLIN. 


E. LAGARDERE, P. 7. & J. 


A just translation of the annexed No. 1. 


[Reeisterep No. 2.] 


We, Pierre Annibai Deville, Knight of the royal and military order of St. Louis, ancient King’s Lieutenant 
of Mobile, do certify that Mr. Francois and Bernard Bernoudy, brothers, and Flandrin, hold and. possess, since 
about seven years and a half, a plantation of twenty arpents in front on the usual depth, seated on the river of Mo- 
bile, eleven leagues above, and of the same side as the town, at the bluff formerly called the plantation of Mr. Le- 
sueur, as well asa desert; also of twenty arpents front on the usual depths, where they make provisions for their 
negroes of the other side of the river facing the said plantation; the which plantations and deserts, partly proceeding 
from the succession of late Montclain, have been adjudged the 8th of August, 1756, to the said Flandrin, who has 
ceded the one half of both to the said Messrs. Francois and Bernard Bernoudy. 

In testimony whereof, we have delivered to the said Messrs. Francois and Bernard Bernoudy, and Flandrin, 
the present certificate, to serve and avail to confirm their titles of property to the said plantations and deserts, 
as well as their dependencies. 

At Mosiier, Der. 24, 1763. 


DEVILLE. 
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We, the Director General commanding for the King at New Orleans, do certify that the plantation and desert, 
and their dependencies, mentioned of the other side, are to belong in full property to the said Francois and Bernard 
Bernoudy, and Flandrin, conformable to the intentions of His M. C. M., and to the power by him given to his go- 
vernors and ordonators, to permit his subjects to settle in this department of Mobile, where they thought fit. 

In testimony whereof, we have signed the present certificate, and caused our seal at arms to be set thereto, and 

countersigned by our Secretary, at Mobile, 24th December, 1763. 
DABBADIE. 


By my Lord Duverce. ; 
A just translation of the annexed No. 2. 


E. LAGARDERE, P. 7. & J. 


No. 3. 


I, the underwritten Francis Bernoudy, acknowledge to have this day sold, yielded, quitted, transferred, and 
made over, from henceforth and forever, with promise to warrant from all trouble and hindrance generally, what- 
soever, Mr. Anthony Narbon, inhabitant of this city, the half of a plantation to me belonging, and that I had in 
partnership with the deceased Mr. Flandrin, spouse of the wife of said Narbon; the said plantation situated upon 
the river of Mobile, about eleven leagues above, upon the same side of this city. 

[torn*] bluff called formerly the plantation of Mrs. (torn*] as well as the half of a desert, also of twenty ar- 
pents of front, with the accustomed depth this sale made paying the price and sum of four hundred dollars, money 
of Spain, that the said Mr. Narbon has paid me in his obligation one-half payable on the tenth of January next, 
and the other half in the course of the month of August of the year one thousand seven hundred and sixty-five; 
for which payment, the said plantation shall continue made over and mortgaged even until the perfect payment 
thereof; after which I consent that the said Mr. Narbon enjoys the said plantation as of a property belonging to 
him, having delivered to him, for that effect, the titles concerning the said plantation. 

Tone and passed at the seventh of September, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-four, in presence of the 
witnesses under written; thus signs: 

BERNOUDY, 


; NARBON, his x mark. 
Witnesses, Vidal, Vincent, Robert Farmer. : 
A just translation of the annexed No. 3. 
E. LAGARDERE, P. 7. &. J. 


Boarp or Commissioners, March 22, 1804. 


Doctor John Chastang, being under oath, did solemnly swear that this is a true translation from the papers in 
the French language hereto attached.—Attest: Davin ParmeE ee 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page —, by Epwarp Lioyp Wags, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Revister. 


Boanp oF Commissioners, WasuincTon County, 
Thursday, March 22, 1804. 


James Callier, Esquire, one of the executors of the last will and testament of Maria Josephia Narbon, having ap- 
peared before the Board, and on solemn oath declared that there isa claim now depending before said Board by said 
executors, for and in behalf of the legatees of said deceased, for fifteen hundred and ninety-nine acres and three-tenths 
of an acre, on the west side of Mobile or Tombigbee river, founded upon a title derived under the French Govern- 
ment of Louisiana, in the year 1756; and that Simon Andrey, of the county of Washington, is deemed to be an im- 
portant witness in support of said claim, and that he is now confined by severe sickness, and in sucha state of health 
that it is impracticable to have him before said Board, to give his testimony in the premises: 

Whereupon, it is ordered by the Board that thesaid Simon Andrey be duly qualified,before some lawful magistrate 
of said county, to give true and correct answers to the interrogatories hereto subjoined, and to such other interrogato- 
ries as shall be proposed to him; and that his answers shall be certified to this Board by the magistrate taking the 


same, in due form of law. 
; _ Attest: DAVID PARMELEE 2d, Clerk. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Jostan SKinNER’s case: Edward Gatlan was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed: 


Question. Have you, or do you expect any interest from this claim? 

Answer. I have no interest, nor do I expect any in virtue thereof. 

Josiah Skinner did inhabit and cultivate the land now in .question on the third day of March, 1803, and before 
and since that time; and that, on the third day of March, 1803, Josiah Skinner was the head of a family. 

Question. Do you know whether this land is claimed in virtue of any British, Spanish, or donation claim? 

Answer. I do not certainly know by what species of claim; but both James Callier and Thomas Carson have 
surveyed a part of this land. ; ; 

Question, Has Skinner removed from the land now claimed, and, if so, about what time? 

Answer. He did remove from the same, and his removal took place after the 11th day of March, 1803; for I well 
recollect, from writings and other circumstances, that he was living on this land on the said 11th day of March; his 
removal, therefore, took place soon after this day, but do not recollect the particular day. : 

Question. ‘To what place did Skinner remove, and for what purpose? 

Answer. He removed from the land now in question to the pine woods, for the benefit of range for his own 
stock, and to take care of the cattle of Adam Hollinger; but, by an advertisement which I saw posted on the side of 
the house at the place now claimed, signed by Josiah Skinner, he forbade any person entering into the houses or pre- 
mises he had quitted, for that he meant to continue his claim to this !and. 

TT : Did Josiah Skinner cultivate any land on that part of the tract now claimed, which lies next adjoin- 
ing the Tombigbee river, on the 3d day of March, 1803? 

Answer. He did not cultivate on that part of the tract now claimed on the 3d day of March, 1803, but had 
cleared land, and made preparations to cultivate. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Epwarp Creicnton’s case, No. 68 on the docket of the Board, and No. 91 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A right of pre-emption of thirty-two acres and six-tenths, as assignee and legal representative of Ben- 
jamin King, under the third section of the act. | ; 
The claimant presented his.claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving and adjusting 
claims south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 
Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, beginning ona water oak, and running south, twenty-seven 
degrees west, five chains seventy-two links, toa stakes and from thence, south, eighty degrees west, fifteen chains, 
‘to an unknown bush; thence, north, seventeen degrees west, five chains, to a pine; and from thence, north, two 
degrees west, twelve chains, to a stake on the creek; and from thence, meandering the creek, to the beginning: this 


* The original MS. is here defective, 
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small tract of land is claimed by Edward Creighton, in virtue of Benjamin King’s improvement, and erecting thereon 
a cotton ginn, as described in the plot annexed, about the year 1800, transferred by the said Benjamin King to this 
reporter, who claims by right of pre-emption; John Callier, Esq. being a witness to the declaration of Joseph Bates 
Senior, of the said tract of land, as plotted, being unclaimed or vacant Jand, now delivered to the Register of the 
Land Office to be established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs 


leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 
EDWARD CREIGHTON, _. 
Marcu 14, 1804. Representative of Benjamin King. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed by Robert Ligon. ; 
The claimant produced a deed of conveyance from Benjamin King bearing date the 11th day of March, _ 


duly executed and duly proven before James Farr, Justice of the Peace, relinquishing and conveying to the sai 
Edward Creighton, in consideration of five hundred dollars, all his, the said King’s, right, title, and interest to the said 
tract of land, and the buildings and improvements made thereon. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 261, by Epwarp Lioyp Wartrs, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


John Hinds, chain carrier for the preceding survey, was sworn before John Brewer, Esquire, Justice of Peace. 
Wilson Carman, and Andrew Barnard, were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said Carman de- 
posed, in answer toa question put to him by the Board, that he had no interest in, nor did he expect any, by the esta- 


blishment of thisclaim. = A ; ; ; 
That Benjamin King inhabited and improved upon the land now claimed in the month of June, 1801; but how 


long after he continued to inhabit the same, he did not know. 

Question. Do you know whether this land was inhabited or cultivated on the 3d day of March, 1803, either by 
Benjamin King or Edward Creighton? 

Answer. I do not know that either of them did inhabit the land in question on that day. 

Question. Do you know whether this land is claimed by any British, Spanish, or donation claim? 

Answer. | do not know that it is. 


The said Barnard deposed: : : 
Question. Have you or do you expect any interest in and by virtue of this claim? 


Answer. I have not, nor do I expect any interest. ; 
That Benjamin King built upon the land now in question, two years and a half before he conveyed the same to 


Edward Creighton, and part of the said time cultivated a garden; and that said King did inhabit and cultivate the 
same on the 3d of March, 1803; that he put Creighton in possession of the premises in the month of April, 1803; and 
that Creighton has continued to inhabit and cultivate the same ever since: and that Benjamin King was, on the 3d 
day of March, 1803, above twenty-one years of age. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Adjourned until Friday the 23d instant. 
Fripay, March 23, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


Epwix Lewis’s case, No. 69 on the docket of the Board, and No. 109 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of six hundred and ninety-six acres, under the third section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, io receive 
and adjust the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Wasuineron County, Mississiprt Territory, March 16, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on the west side of the river Tombigbee, butting 
and bounded as follows: beginning above Dr. Chastang’s upper corner, and below Edwin Lewis’s cotton house, above 
the first bayou above the Fort St. Stephen’s, on the river bank, on an old line run by John Baker and Peter Malone; 
thence, runs the course of said line along the same, supposed to be forty-two degrees west, forty chains, to a corner 
stake; thence, north, forty-eight degrees west, one hundred and twenty chains, to a corner stake; thence, north, 
forty-two degrees east, one hundred and twelve chains, to acorner stake, on the river bank; thence, down the 
meanders of the river, to the first station; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot 
annexed, containing six hundred and ninety-six acres; is claimed by Edwin Lewis, under and in virtue of a set- 
tlement or occupancy, he, the said claimant, having inhabited and cultivated the tract herein specified. agreeable to 
the third section of the act of Congress, entitled ‘* An act regulating the grants of lands, and providing for the dis- 
posal of the lands of the United States south of the State of Tennessee,” and the same dves not appear to be 
claimed by any of the preceding provisions of the act; and the same was not inhabited nor cultivated, agreeable 
to the requisitions of said act, by any other person, &c. 

This claimant further setteth forth, that he settled the same by consent of John Baker, in December, 1802, and 
he does not set forth this claim to injure or to impede said John Baker’s right; but in case the same proves insuffi- 
cient, then this claimant claims the first right to purchase the same, or any part thereof, to which there are no legal 
and superior claims, all of which are now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl 
river, to be recorded as is directed by said act. All of which he begs leave to refer, as also to the plot herewith 


filed. &c. &c. 
EDWIN LEWIS. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 342, by Epwarp Liroyp Watzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Thomas Price was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, did depose: 
Question. Have you any interest, direct or indirect, in the establishment of this claim? 


Answer. I have none. ; ; 
Question. Did Edwin Lewis, the present claimant, inhabit and cultivate the land in question on the 3d of March 


last? 
Answer. I do not know. 
Question. Was he twenty-one years of age at that time? 
Answer. I do not know. 
Question. Is the land now in question claimed by virtue of any British or Spanish title? 
Answer, [ understand that it is claimed by the heirs of one Stewart, under an English title, but have no particu- 


lar knowledge of the fact. t ; 
Question. Who inhabited this land at the evacuation of Fort St. Stephen’s? 
Answer. On part of the tract, there “lived a man by the name of John Woods, and on another part a man by the 


name of John Berry; these were the only men living on the land at that time to my knowledge. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
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Ricuarp Barrow’s case, No. 70 on the docket of the Board, and No. 28 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with asurveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in thé words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Marcu 7, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the Mobile river, in the county of Washing- 
ton, beginning ata gum corner, on the edge of Barrow’s swamp, on the lake, running thence, south, seventy-seven 
degrees east, one hundred and fifty-five chains, to a willow corner, standing near two hickories on the bank of Mo- 
bile river, at the point of a sand bar, seven chains from the southern point of Joney’s island; thence, north, fort 
degrees east, seven chains, to a cotton tree on the lower part of said island; thence, up the west side of said island, 
north, ten degrees east, thirty-two chains and fifty links, to a willow corner; thence, west, five chains, to a birch 
corner; thence, north, ten’degrees east, three chains, to a stake corner on Helverston’s line, to the bank of the river; 
thence, north, seventy-seven degrees west, one hundred and fifty-five chains with Helverston’s line, to a pine cor- 
ners thence, south, ten degrees west, forty chains, to the beginning, containing six hundred and forty acres: is claim- 

‘ed by Richard Barrow, in and by virtue of the second section of the said act, as a donation, and is now exhibited to 
the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs 
leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith. 

RICHARD BARROW. 


[Plot omitted. ] 


Chain bearers, Zachariah Worsly and Edmund Smith. Surveyed 2d March, 1804, by Natt. Christmas. 
Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 78, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 

JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The said chain bearers were sworn before James Callier, J. P. 


Joseph Bates and Thomas Bates were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, they did depose: 

Question to said witnesses. Are you directly or indirectly interested in the establishment of this claim? 

Answer. We are not. 

Both testified, that Richard Barrow, the present claimant, did, antecedent to the year 1797, during that year, 
and subsequent thereto, inhabit and cultivate the land now by him claimed, and that he was at that time an aged man, 
and the head of a family. , ; ay 

Question to both witnesses. Is this land claimed by any British or Spanish grant, warrant, or order of survey? 

Answer. Not to our knowledge. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. — 


Racnet Hetverston, in behalf of the heirs of Godfrey Helverston, deceased, case No. 71 on the docket of the 
Board, and No. 27 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d oo of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Marcu 7, 1804, 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Alabama river, on the west side, 
in the county of Washington, beginning at a cypress, and running thence, north, seventy-seven degrees west, one 
hundred and sixty chains, to a pine; thence, south, ten degrees west, forty chains, to a pine, it being Richard Bar- 
row’s corner; thence, south, seventy-seven degrees east, one hundred and sixty chains, along Richard Barrow’s line, 
toa stake on the bank of Mobile river; thence, up the said river, north, ten degrees east, forty chains, to the begin- 
ning, containing six hundred and forty acres, <i such shape, forms, and marks, both natural and artificial, as 
are fully represented in the plot annexed; which said tract of land is claimed by Rachel Helverston, for the heirs-of 
Godfrey Helverston, deceased, in and by virtue of a donation, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land 
Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which they beg leave to refer, as also to a 
copy of the plot herewith filed. 

Ricuarp Barrow, for 
_ RACHEL HELVERSTON, 
Acting for the heirs of Godfrey Helverston. 
[Plot omitted.] . 


Chain bearers, Edmund Smith, Zachariah Worsly. Surveyed 2d March, 1804, by Natt. Christmas. 
Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 76, by Enwarp Lioyp Waizgs, for 


. ; JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The said chain bearers were sworn before James Callier, Esq. J. P. 


Richard Barrow and Joseph Bates were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, deposed: 

Question. Are you duct or indirectiy interested in the establishment of this claim? 

Answer by each witness. [ am not. 

Both testified, that Godfrey Helverston, now deceased, commenced his improvements, on the land in question, 
in the year 1795, by building a house, and the following year by raising of crops; and that he continued to inhabit 
and cultivate the same from that time until the time of his death, which was in June last; and that, during said 
whole period, he was the head of a family,’ and twenty-one years of age; and that his widow and orphan children 
have lived on and cultivated the same land since the death of the said Godfrey. 

Question to both witnesses. Is this land claimed by virtue of any British or Spanish grant, order, or warrant of 
survey: 

‘Answer. Not to our knowledge. ' 

Question. Do you know whether the deceased claimed or held any Jands in this territory, by virtue of any En- 
glish or Spanish grant, order, or warrant of survey? 

Answer by both. He did not. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Perer MAtone’s case, No, 72 on the docket of the Board, and No. 47 on the books of the Register. 


‘Claim.—A donation of two hundred and seventy-eight acres, two roods, and eight poles, as assignee and legal 
representative of John Woods, under the second section of the act. A ; t 
‘ The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
_ligures, to wit: : 


89 ~?p 
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To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Wasuineton County, Mississippi Trrrirory, February 21, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the southwest side of Tombigbee river, butt- 
ing and bounded as follows: by a line commencing on a cedar bush on the river bank, about five chains above the 
Fort St. Stephen’ss thence, south, forty-seven degrees west, thirty-one chains seventy links, to a corner pine; thence, 
south, sixty-four degrees west, fifteen chains fifty links, to a red oak corner; thence, north, twenty-two degrees 
west, twenty-five chains, to a red bush; thence, north; fifty-four degrees west, eleven chains fifty links, to a small 
sassafras corner; thence, north, twenty-one degrees west, twenty-six chams fifty links, to a hickory corner; thence, 
north, fifty degrees east, thirty-eight chains, to a maple on the bank of the river; thence, the meanders of the river, 
to the beginning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed; containing two 
hundred and seventy-eight acres, two roods, and eight poles; is claimed by Peter Malone, the legal representative 
of John Woods, under and by virtue of the second section of the act, he, the said claimant, Peter Malone, having (as 
representative of said Wood,) no other chaim to land in the territory; and that the same was cultivated and inhab- 
ited agreeable to the act of Congress entitled ‘* An act, &c.;” and likewise, the said land does not appear to be 
claimed by virtue of the preceding provisions of the act, &c. ‘ 

. ' PETER MALONE. 


[Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed 13th February, 1804, by J. Malone. Chain carriers, Peter Malone and Colonel Josiah Bullock. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 120, by Epwarp Lioyp Waxes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a writing in the words and figures following, to wit: 
Sr. Estevan, March 25, 1800. 
This is to certify, that I have delivered my house and rails to Mr. Andres, according to Mr. Callier’s letter to 
me. Given from under my hand, the day and date above written. : 
JOHN WOODS. 


On the back of which writing is an endorsement in the words and figures following, viz: 


I endorse this instrument of writing over to Peter Malone, this 11th day of March, 1804. 
ANDRAIS BARNAUD. 


Josiah Bullock, one of the chain carriers for the preceding survey, was sworn, as such, before William Pierce, 
Justice of Peace. 

Thomas Price was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed: 

Question. Are you directly or indirectly interested in the establishment of this claim? 

Answer. I am not. . 

He then testified, that he did not know the land represented by the plot before the Board, but knew that John 
Woods did, in the year 1798, live on a tract of land called Stewart’s Reserve; that, in the fall of that year, he built 
his house, and commenced his cultivation in the year following; that John Woods was at this time a married man; 
that the place where Woods lived he always understood to be the property of one Stewart, who claimed the same 
by virtue of a British grant; and that he always understood that the Spanish Government refused to grant this land 
on the same account. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


_Joun Trovmter, Executor of Peter Trouillet, case No. 73 on the docket of the Board, and No. 103 on the books 
of the Register. 
Claim—Of eight hundred acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant, under the first section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to land south of the Tennessee river and east of the Pearl river. 


Forr StToppErtT. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying west of the Tombigbee river, beginning on a maple, 
Thomas Bassett’s corner, on the river aforesaid, and runs with his line, north, sixty-seven degrees west, one hun- 
dred and twenty-nine chains forty-nine links, to a stake corner; thence, south, twenty-three degrees west, sixty- 
three chains twenty-five links, to a stake; thence, south, sixty-seven degrees east, one hundred and twenty-three 
chains forty-nine links, to a stake on the river bank; thence, the meanders of the river, to the beginning: is claimed 
by John Trouillet, executor to the estate of Peter Trouillet, deceased, for the use and benefit of the heirs of the said 
Peter Trouillet, under and by virtue of a Spanish grant, or order of survey, granted to the before named Peter 
Trovillet, as may appear by the original grant now delivered to the Register of the Land Office to be established 
east of Pearl river. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 

JOSEPH CAMPBELL. 
[ Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed by J. Malone. 


The claimant exhibited a Spanish warrant of survey in the following words and figures, to wit: 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: Mosier, January 16, 1788. 
Peter Trouillet, native and inhabitant of Mobile, with great respect to your excellency, represents and says, 
that, with intention to cultivate tobacco, and being informed that it was good land for that eftect, begs your excel- 
lency to grant him a concession of twenty acres of land on said river, limited on the north by land the property of 
Madam Bassett, and on the south by land that is vacant; he begs your excellency to grant him the land above men- 
tioned; for which favor he will be forever thankful. . 
PETER TROUILLET. 


Don Vicent Folch, captain in the Louisiana regiment of fixo, commandant of civil and military of the said 
place and district, certifieth, that the land the above petitioner solicits is vacant, by information from the inhabitants 
who have knowledge of the same. In justification of which, I sign these presents at the said place and date as above 


mentioned. 
VICENT FOLCH. 
New Orueans, February 9, 1788. 


The surveyor of this province, Don Carlos Laveau Trudeau, shall establish the above petitioner on that part of 
land of twenty acres front, with its profounder back as customary, of forty acres, at the same place mentioned in the 
above petition; as it is vacant, it cannot cause prejudice to any Fee ; with the precise conditions of making the 
road and clearing regularly in peremptory space of one year; and if, at the precise space of three years, the land is 
net settled, durmg which period it cannot be alienated, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the busi- 
ness of settling the limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me, to provide the interésted party with titles 


in form. 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 
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Don Joaquin Osorno, captain in the Louisiana regiment of .infantry, and commandant of civil and military of 
Mobile and its jurisdiction, &c., certifieth, that the above is a copy taken from the original, in this office under my 
charge. Given from under my hand, in Mobile, the 18th of October, 1802. 

' ; JOAQN. DE OSORNO. 


THOS. PRICE. 
JOAQN. DE OSORNO. [1. s.j 


I, ‘'homas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. 
: THOS. PRICE. 
' Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 23d, 1804.—Attest: Davin Parmeter 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 317, by Epwarp Luoyp Waues for ; 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 


The above was compared with the original exact in this office. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
Adjourned until Saturday, the 24th instant. 


Saturpay, March 24, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


Joun Baxer’s case, No. 74 on the docket of the Board, and No 107 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of fifteen hundred and ninety-nine acres, three roods, and twelve poles, by virtue of a Spanish warrant 
of survey, under the first section of the act. , 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: : : 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act. of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
' ing and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river., 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of ‘Tombigbee, in the county of 
Washington, beginning at astakenear about the middle of a field on the river below my house; thence, south, 
twenty-nine degrees west, ninety-one chains; thence, south, forty-seven degrees east, one hundred and twenty-six 
chains forty-nine links; thence, north, twenty-nine degrees east, seventy-three chains seventy-five links, to the 
river; thence, with the river, to the beginning; fifteen hundred and ninety-nine acres, three roods, and twelve poles; 
and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed: is claimed 
by John Baker, in and by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, bearing date the 9th day of January, 1787, and is 
new exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said 
act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

JOHN BAKER. 


Marcu 24, 1804. ae 
[Plot omitted. } 


The claimant produced a Spanish warrant of survey, in the following words and figures, viz: 

His Excellency Don Pepro Favror, Commandant of this place: 

John Baker, with the greatest respect due to your excellency, has the honor to represent his intention to quit the 
navigation, and endeavor to cultivate the land by two. negroes; he expects to buy at the return of the schooner; in 
consequence of which, I beg your honor to grant me permission to establish one tract of land, containing forty acres 
front, and forty deep, as customary, formerly the property of Charles Walker, deceased, in the city of this place, 
situated on Tombigbee, and desire the petitioner to live peaceably and subject to His Catholic Majesty, by the 
conditions, to be a good settler and real Spaniard: the land above mentioned has no proprietor, and is right good to 
cultivate tobacco; E beg your excellency to grant the above land: for which favor from your excellency he will be 


forever thankful. 
JOHN BAKER. 


Mose, January 9, 1787. 


It is granted to the above petitioner, and laid off agreeably to the Governor’s royal orders; and the petitioner 
to give his oath to be true to the King and country, according to the orders from the General Government. 


FAVROT. 


Mosite, November 12, 1803. 


“Don Joaquin de Osorno, captain of the regiment of infantry of Louisiana, commandant civil and military of 
Mobile and its jurisdiction, certifieth, existing in one bundle of concessions of land, in this office, is found the origi- 
nal in French writing, which I translate by the petitioner’s demand, which I sign. 

JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 


The above was compared exact by the original existing in this office under my charge. 
JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemn! 
swear, by the Almighty God, and the’ Holy Cross, that, having examined the foregoing translation of the Spanish 
grant or writing thereto annexed, I find no material or essential errors contained in the same; but that all the sub- 
stantial parts of said writing, viz: the dates, names of persons, the description of the lands, and number of acres 


&c., are truly and correctly translated. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 24, 1804.—Attest: Davin ParMELEE 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, vol..1, page 335, by Eowarp Lioyp Wa1zes, for 
; JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Doctor John Chastang was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn and questioned by the Board, testified, 
that he was not directly or indirectly interested in the establishment of. this claim; that, in the year 1790, he removed 
on to his lands near to Fort St. Stephen’s, and at that time found John Baker, the present claimant, settled on his 
plantation near the same place, where he continued to live and cultivate until the year 1796, when he, Chastang, re- 
moved from that neighborhood: that he understood that Baker had been at the same place some years previous to 
this time, and that he believed he continued there still, and was, as the deponent fully believed, more than twenty- 
one years of age in the year 1787. 

‘ olley Green and Joseph Westmoreland, chain carriers for the preceding survey, were sworn before Ransom 
Harwell, Esq. Justice of Peace. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 








—— 
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Joun Baxer’s.case, No. 75 on the docket of the Board, and No. 108 on the books of the Register. . 


Claim—Of four hundred acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv - 
ing and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, in the county 
of Washington, beginning at a stake about the middle of my bottom field, on the river below my dwelling house; 
running thence. south, twenty-nine degrees west, one hundred and thirty-four chains twenty-five links, to a stake; 
thence, north, sixty-one degrees west, thirty-one chains sixty links, to a stakes thence, north, twenty-nine degrees 
east, one hundred and fifteen chains, to the river; thence, with the river, to the beginning; containing four hundred 
acres, and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed: is 
claimed by John Baker, in and by virtue of a Spanish grant, bearing date 2d day of July, 1787, and is now exhibited 
to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which 
he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

JOHN BAKER. 


Marcu 24, 1804. “ 
[Plot omitted.] 


The claimant produced a Spanish warrant of survey, in the words and figures following, viz: 


His Excellency Don Estevan Miro, Colonel of the royal army, Governor General of this city and province of 
Louisiana &c. &c. 
Mosier, June 21, 1787: 
John Baker, inhabitant of the jurisdiction of Mobile, with the great respect due to your excellency, represents 
and says, as having a small stock of cattle, and no, pasture for them, he begs your excellency’s ness to grant 
him ten acres of land, situate on ‘Tombigbee river, limited to the north side land, property of John Joyce, and on the 
south by Jand the*King’s commons; the above land was evacuated by Charles Walker, seven years past, and 
never been claimed by the proprietor nor any other person empowered by him: he begs your excellency to grant 
him the above petition, with the papers necessary from the Secretary of Government, which may correspond with 
the concession; for which favor from your excellency he will be ever thankful. 
JOHN BAKER. 


Mosier, June 22, 1787. 


Don Vicente Folch, captain of the Louisiana regiment, Commandant civil and military of Mobile and its district, 
certifieth, that the land the petitioner solicits is vacant, by information of the inhabitants of this district. 


VICENTE FOLCH. 


New Orzeans, Jely 2, 1787. 
The Commandant of Mobile shall establish this individual on that part of the ten acres of land front, by the 
profounder of forty back as customary, at the same place he solicits in the above petition, as it appears vacant, and 
not causing any prejudice to the neighbors, by the precise conditions of making the road and clearing regularly in the 
peremptory space of one year; and if, at the precise space of three years the land is not settled, after which period it 
cannot be established, and this grant to remain null; under which supposition. the business of settling the limits wil! 
be carried on in the tract, and remitted me, to provide the interested party with titles in form. 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 


. Mose, 3d September, 1787. 
Certifieth that the above is a copy from the original existing in archives of this place. 


_ SANTIAGO DE LA SAUSSAYE. 
The above is compared exact by the original existing in this office under my charge. 
JOAQN. DE OSORNO. 


‘ 


1, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear, by the Almighty God, and the Holy Cross, that. having examined the foregoing translation of the Spanish: 
grant or writing hereto annexed, I find no material or essential errors contained .in the same: but that all the sub- 
stantial parts of said writing, viz: the dates, names of persons, the description.of lands, number of acres, &e. are 


truly and correctly translated. | 
THOMAS PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 24, 1804. Attest, Davin ParMELEE 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 338, by Epwarp Lioypy Wares, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The testimony of Dr. John Chastang. recorded in the preceding case, was given and applied in support of this 
claim also. | F mee . 

The chain carriers for the survey in this case were the same persons, and sworn, as mentioned in the preceding 
case. ; 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


_ Joun Dease’s case, No. 76 on the docket of the Board, and No. 29 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of fifty acres, under the third section of the act. _ 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Marcu 9, 1804. 
Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Tombigbee river, in the county 
of Washington, beginning at a pine, and running thence, north, twenty-two chains thirty-five links, to a corner pine; 
thence, west, twenty-two chains thirty-five links, to a pine; thence, south, twenty-two chains thirty-five links, to 
a pine; thence, east, twenty-two chains thirty-five links, to the beginning; containing fifty acres, having such 
shape, forms, and_marks, natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed; which said Tand is 
claimed by John Dease, in and by virtue of the third section of the said act, as.a pre-emption; and is now exhibited 
to the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs 
leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
JOHN DEASE. 


[ Plot omitted. ] 


Chain bearers, James Powell, John Hinson. ——— 23d day of February, 1804, by Natt. Christmas. 
Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 80, by Epwarp Lioyp Wai1zes, for 


0 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
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-Daniel Johnson and James Powel, chain carriers for the preceding survey, were sworn before Ransom Harwell, 
Esq. Justice of the Peace. a ie 

James Powel and Daniel Johnson were produced as witnesses. and were duly sworn, and, being interrogated by 
the Board, both testified. that they were not directly or indirectly interested in the establishment of this claim; 
that, soine time in the fall of the year 1802, John Dease, the present claimant, entered upon. the land now claimed, 
and commenced the building of a mill; that he had, from that time to the present, continued the prosecution of said 
work; that he had built a house upon said Jand, for the accommodation of himself and workmen, and the last year 
cultivated a small garden; that he was twenty-one years of age on the 3d of ‘March, 1803. 

‘The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


’ Ransom HarRwEe.v’s case. No. 77 on the docket of the Board, and No. 87 on the books of the Register. 


Claim. —A right of pre-emption of one hundred and ninety-seven acres, one rood, and twenty-seven poles, under 
the third section of the act. , , 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the Jand claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on Tawler creek, Washington county, bounded 
on the southwest by the claim of Elisha Simmons, on the. southeast by the claim-of James Huckeby, and on the 
northeast by the claim of William Murrel, Senior, beginning at a willow oak, and runs north, thirteen degrees 
west, thirty-one chains sixty-two links, to.a bay corner, near the.creek Tawler; thence, south, seventy-five degrees 
west, at ten chains fifteen links, crossing his spring branch, in all twenty-six chains fifteen links, to a cherry corner, 
on Simmons’s lines thence, with his line, south, forty-seven degrees west, at twelve chains fifty links, crossing, the 
creek; at thirteen chains fifty links, crossing again; at seventeen chains thirty links, again; at twenty-four chains 
eighty-three links, crossing again; in all, forty-three chains fifty links, to a willow oak corner; thence, with Sim- 
mons’s or Huckeby’s southeast line, south, forty-five degrees east, forty-two chains fifty links, to a chinquepine cor- 
ners thence, north, twenty degrees east, twenty-three chains fifty links, to a large chestnut corner; thence, north, 
three degrees east, three chains thirty-eight links, to a hickory corner; thence, north, sixty degrees east, thirteen 
chains, to a hickory corners. thence, north, seventy-five degrees east, fourteen chains, to the beginning; having such 
marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed; containing one hundred and ninety-seven acres, 
one rood, and twenty-seven poles: is claimed by Ransom Harwell, of Washington county, under and by virtue of 
the third section of the above recited act, and now exhbited unto the Register of the Land Office established east of 
Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. . ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the 
plot herewith filed. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Sam carriers, William Murrel, Senior, and William Murrel, Junior. Surveyed, 7th day of March, 1804, by 
J. Malone. : 
Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 253, by Epwarp Luoyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The said chain carriers for the survey, in this case, were sworn before John M’Grew, Esq. Justice of the Peace. 

John Baker and Edwin Lewis were produced as witnesses, and duly sworn; and, being interrogated by the Board, 
they both testified. that they were ‘not, directly or indirectly, interested in the establishment of this claim; that 
Ransom Harwell, the present claimant, antecedent,to, and on the 3d of March, 1803, did inhabit and cultivate the 
land now by him claimed; that he had a number of buildings, such as a dwelling house and necessary out-houses 
erected thereon, at the time above mentioned; that he has since continued to inhabit and caltivate the same: and that, 
on said 3d day of March, he was more than twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wiritam Murretz’s case, No. 78 on the docket of the Board, and No. 90 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and seventy-five acres, one rood, and twenty-one poles, unde: 
the third section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, viz: 


To. the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of ‘Tawler creek, bounded on the 
southwest by the claim of Ransom Harwell, and on the northeast by vacant land, beginning on a chinquepine, and 
runs south, forty-eight degrees west, thirteen chains fifty links, to a post oak; thence, south, ten degrees east, sixteen 
chains fifty links, toa red oak corner; thence, north, sixty-five degrees east. thirty-five chains fifty links, to a hickory 
corner; thence, north, twenty-one degrees east, thirty-three chains fifty links, to a lightwood stake corner, with a 
hickory, dogwood, white oak, and chestnut pointers; thence, north, thirteen degrees west, fifteen chains, to Ransom 
Harwell’s beginning corner, water oak; thence, their dividing lines, south, seventy degrees west, fifteen chains, to 
a hickory corner; thence, south, sixty degrees west, thirteen chains, to a hickory corner; thence, south, three de- 
grees west, three chains thirty-eight links, to a large chestnut corner; thence, south, twenty degrees west, twen- 
ty-three chains fifty links, to the beginning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot 
annexed, containing one hundred and seventy-five acres, one rood, and twenty-one poles: is claimed by Wilham 
Murrell, senior, under and by virtue of the third section of the above recited act, and now. exhibited to the Register 
of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs 
leave to refer, as also to.the copy of the plot herewith filed. : 
WILLIAM MURRELL. 


Witness, Eowin Lewis. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 7th March, 1804, by J. Malone. Chain carriers, William Murrell, Jun. and Ransom Harwell. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 260, by Eowarp Liorp Waites, for 

JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The chain carriers above named were sworn before James Callier, Esq. Justice of the Peace. 


John Baker and Ransom Harwell were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they both testified. that they were not directly or indirectly interested in the establishment of this claim; 
that William Murrell, the present claimant, settled on the land by him now claimed, previous to the 3d of March, 
1803; that on that day, and ever since, he has there lived.and cultivated largely; and that, on the 3d of March, 1803, 
he was advanced in life and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Jounson’s case, commenced in page 678. 


James Powel and Daniel Johnson were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they both testified that they had no interest in the establishment of this claim: that, in the year 1794, John 
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Johuson, the present claimant, lived on and cultivated the land by him now claimed; that he had continued to live 
on and cultivate the same until the present times and that he was at that time of full age and the head of a family. 


‘The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


JouN Hinson, administrator of Owen Sullivan; case commenced in page 677. 

Daniel Johnson and James Powel were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they both testified that they had no interest in the establishment of this claim; that, in the year 1793, Owen 
Sullivan, lately deceased, did cultivate the lands now claimed by his administrator; that he continued to cultivate the 
same annually until the time of his death, which happened about one year ago; that the same Jands have since been 
cultivated by the administrator of the deceased; that,said Sullivan’s place of dwelling was near said lands, on the 
other side of the lake, the said lands being low ground and not suitable for the erection of dwelling houses; that the 
said Sullivan had a cabin on said land for the purpose of protecting his workmen from the weather; and that the said 
Sullivan was, in the year 1795, a man in years and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Dante. Jounson’s case, commenced in page 678. . 

- James Powel was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, he deposed, that 
he had no interest in the establishment of this claim; that, in the spring of the year 1795, Daniel Johnson, the present 
claimant, began to cultivate the land now by him claimed, and raised a crop the ensuing season; that he hath con- 
tinued to cultivate the same land ever since; but, being an unmarried man, he lived in the family of his father, 


near by. 
oe Did this claimant cultivate this land for his own use solely, or for the benefit of his father? 
Answer. I do not know positively, but always understood that he cultivated for himself solely. , 
Question. Was this claimant twenty-one years of age on the 11th day of June, 1795, or the head of a family? 
Answer. +He was not the head of a family, and [I do not know positively that he was twenty-one years of age. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James PowEt, executor of William Powel; case commenced in page 682. 

John Baker and Daniel Johnson were produced as_ witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they both testified, that they were not interested in the establishment of this claim; that, in the year 1793, the 
said William Powel, since deceased, lived upon and cultivated the land now claimed by James Powel, his executor: 
that he continued to cultivate and, annually to raise crops on the said Jand until the time of his death, which hap- 
pened in the year 1796; that his widow and family continued in the same cultivation and possession until the death of 
said widow, which took place about three mouths since; that, since that time, ‘the family have continued in posses- 
sion as before; and that the said William Powel was an aged man and the head of a family in the year 1793. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
James Powet’s case, No. 79 on the docket of the Board, and No. 64 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of five hundred and ninety-four acres, under the second section of the act, as a donation. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to lands sauth of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of the river Tombigbee, in the 
county of Washington, beginning at a water oak on William Powel’s corner, and runs west forty-five chains, to a 
pine; thence, north, sixty-three chains, to a red oak; thence, east, forty-five chains, to a pine; thence, south, sixteen 
chains ninety-three links, to a pine; thence, east, one hundred and forty-one chains, to a sycamore on the river bank: 
thence, down the various courses of the river, to the beginning; containing five hundred and ninety-four acres, and 
hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by 
James Powel, in and by virtue of the second section of the said act as a donation, and is now exhibited to the Regis- 
ter of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs 


leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. . 
JAMES POWEL. 


Marcu 24, 1804. ; 
{Piot omitted. } 


Surveyed 22d March, 1804, by John Dease. Chain bearers, James Dean and Amos Reed. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 186, by Ep>warp Liuoyp Waltzes, for ) 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Daniel Johnson was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, that 
he had no interest in the establishment of this claim; that James Powel, the present claimant, commenced .the cul- 
tivation of the land now by him claimed in the year 1795 or 1796; that he has continued annually to cultivate and 
raise crops on the same until the present time, and had a small cabin thereon, but resided near by the land in his 
mother’s family, who was a widow; that he cultivated and improved this land for his own use and benefit; and that 
he was twenty-one years of age, and, as the witness believed, the head of a family in the year 1797. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideyation. 

Adjourned until Monday, the 26th instant. 

Monpay March 26, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


Ropert Sorrev, Senior’s, case, No. 80 on the docket of the Board, and No. 140 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of three hundred and twenty acres, under the third section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, to receive 
and adjust the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Wasuincton County, Mississippi ‘Territory, March 23, 1804, 


Piease to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying and situated on Little creek, south branch of Bas- 
sett?s creek, butting and bounded as follows: beginning on a station pine on the hill a little below Robert Sorrell’s 
houses thence, running south, forty degrees west, fifty chains, to a corner pine; thence, south, sixty-six degrees 
west, one hundred and six chains, to a corner pine, near the bank of said creeks thence, north, thirty-three degrees 
west, twenty chains, to a corner stake; thence, north, fifty-two degrees east, eighty-eight chains, to a corner stake; 
thence, to the beginning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed; contain- 
ing three hundred and twenty acres; is claimed by Robert Sorrel, Senior, under and by virtue of occupancy, the 
said claimant having inhabited and cultivated the tract herein specified on the 3d day of March, 1803, agreeable to 
the third section of the recited act, &c., and now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of 
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Pearl river, to be recorded as dir 
fixed. : 
For Ropert SorreE., Senior 


EDWIN LEWIS: 





ected by said act. All of which he begs leave to refer, as also to the plot hereto 


Plot omitted. ] 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 466, by Epwaxn Lioyp Wales, for 
™ JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
Thomas Goodwin was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, he testified, 
that he had no interest whatever in this claim; that, before the 3d of March, 1803, on that day, and since, Robert 
Sorrel, Sen. the present claimant, did inhabit and cultiyate the land now by him claimed; and that he was at 
that time near seventy years of age and the head of a family. 14 é 


Epwin Lewis’s case, commenced in page 700. 

John Pickering was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, he deposed, 
that he had no interest whatever in this claim; that, in the last of the year 1802, Edwin Lewis, the present claim- 
ant, employed him to erect certain buildings for said Lewis, on the land now in question; that he built a store, a 
kitchen, a dwelling house, and a warehouse, for the storage of cotton; that the said Lewis had, from that time to 
the present, continued to inhabit the same; that he had cultivated a small piece of land connected with said build- 
ings; that he was thus inhabiting and cultivating on the 3d of March, 1803; and that the said Lewis was at that 


time more than twenty-one years of age. ‘ : 
The Board ordered that the.case be postponed for consideration. 


Patrick DonnELLY’s case, No. 81 on the docket of the Board, and No. 141 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A. right of pre-emption of four hundred and forty-eight acres and sixteen poles, under the third section 


of the act. 
The claimant 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners. appointed in pursuance of the act of a passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Bassett’s creek, on the west side 
of Tombigbee river, in the county of Washington, beginning at a pine corner, and rans south, thirty-two degrees 
east, forty chains, to a stake; thence, north, thirty-seven degrees east, one hundred and twenty-five chains fifty 
links, toa pines thence, north, forty degrees west, forty chains, to a stake corner; thence, south, forty degrees west, 
one hundred and eleven chains, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are 
fully represented in the plot annexed, containing four hundred and forty-eight acres and sixteen poles: is claimed 
by Patrick Donnelly, in and by virtue of the third section of the said act, as a pre-emption, and is now exhibited to 
the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl ,river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all 


which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 4 ‘ 
Exhibited by Harpy Worrton, his x mark, for . 
; PATRICK DONNELLY 


presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


Marcu 26th, 1804, [Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 28th February, 1804, by William Gilliam. Chain carriers, Jordon Morgan and Henry Hill. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 467, by Epwarn Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The said Jordon Morgan and Henry Hill, chain carriers for the preceding survey, were sworn before William 
H. Hargrave, Esq. Justice of the Peace. 


Jordon Morgan and John Kennedy were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they both testified that they had no interest whatever in this claim; that Patrick Donnelly, the present 
claimant, had lived upon the land now claimed ever since the year 1802; that the land is a pine barren, not fit for 
profitable cultivation; that the claimant has thereon a dwelling house, negro houses, cow-pens, &c. for the conve- 
nience of managing his stock of cattle, which subsist in the range, but no other cultivation than garden vegetables 
for the - of his household; and that the said Donnelly was, on the 3d day of March, 1803, more than twenty-one 
years of age. 

William Gilliam, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that the plot now ex- 
hibited to the Board is a true representation of the land now claimed, according to the best of his knowledge.and 
belief; that it includes the buildings and improvements of the claimant; that he, the deponent, knew of no interfer- 
ing claims, except the claim of Robert Sorrel, Sen. which runs tiearly half a mile into the northeast end of this tract. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


JosePH -Witson’s case, No. 82 on the docket of the Board, and No. 142 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of five hundred and sixty-one acres and sixteen poles, as assignee and legal rep- 
resentative of Joseph Dunbar, under the third section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: ' 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March. 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on ‘Tombigbee river, on the west side, in the county 
of a beginning at a cedar “on on the river bank, and runs north, eighty-five degrees east, sixty-five 
chains, to Cannady’s hickory corner; thence, with Cannady’s line south, five degrees east, thirty chains, to a stake; 
thence, south, seventy-eight degrees east, eighty-five chains, to the river, a maple corner; thence, with the meanders 
of the river, to the place of beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented 
in the plot annexed, containing five hundred and sixty-one acres and sixteen poles: is claimed by Joseph Wilson, legal 
representative of Joseph Dunbar, in and by virtue of the third section of the said act, as a pre-emption, and is now 
exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. 
To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

JOSEPH WILSON, 


Legal representative of Joseph Dunbar. 
Marcu 26, 1804. {Plot omitted. ] — ws 


Chain carriers, John Cannady and Henry Hill. Surveyed by William Gilliam. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 468, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for ; 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The said chain carriers were sworn before William H. Hargrave, Esq. Justice of the Peace. 
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The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance from vonlh Dunbar, bearing date the 12th day of March, 1804, 
duly acknowledged, relinquishing and assigning to the said Wilson all the said Dunbar’s right, title, and interest to 
improvements made ypon said tract of land. -_ 

Jordon Morgan and John Kennedy were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they both testified that they had no interest whatever in this claim; that, in December, 1802, Joseph Dunbar 
did live upon and cultivate the land now claimed by Joseph Wilson, as his legal representative; that he,. Dunbar 
continued there to live and cultivate until! December, 1803, and raised a considerable crop on said land in the sum. 
mer of 1803; that he sold his improvements to Joseph Wilson, the present claimant, who thereupon took possession 
of the premises, and has since continued to occupy and improve the same; that the said Joseph Dunbar was, on the 
3d of March, 1803, apparently more than twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. 

William Gilliam, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, he deposed that the plot now be- 
fore the Board is a true and correct representation of the land claimed, according to his best knowledge and belief: 
that it includes the buildings and improvements of the claimant; that he did not, know of any interfermg claim of 
any kind; that the figure of the plot was occasioned by other lines confining it to its present shape. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Epmunp Smiru’s case, No. 83 on the docket of the Board, and No. 139 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of four hundred and twenty-two acres, under the third section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee, in the county of 
Washington, beginningat a live oak, and runs north, seventy degrees west, one hundred and twenty-five chains, to a 
pine; thence, north, fifteen chains, to a pine. on Howel Dupree’s line; thence, with the said line, north, eighty degrees 
east, twenty chains, to a gum; thence, north, eighty-eight degrees east, ninety-four chains, to an elm on Gatlin’s line; 
thence, with the said line, south, four — east, fifty-eight chains, to the beginning; and hath such forms and 
marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing four hundred and twenty- 
two acres: is claimed by Edmund Smith, in and by virtue of the third section of the on, te as a pre-emption, and 
is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by 
said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. , 

EDMUND SMITH. 

Marcu 26, 1804. 

{ Plot omitted. } 


Chain bearers, Sterling Dupree and Howel Dupree. Surveyed the 17th day of March, 1804, by Natt. Christmas. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 464, by Epwarp Lioyp Watss, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The above named chain bearers were sworn before James Callier, Esq. Justice of the Peace. 


Howel Dupree was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, he deposed 
that he had no interest, direct or indirect, in the establishment of this claim; that Edmund Smith, the present 
claimant, entered upon the land in question in the year 1801, built a house, and raised a crop on the land the next 
season; that he has continued to inhabit and cultivate the same until the present time; and that, on the 3d of March. 
1803, he had a wife and family of children. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Scorr, representative of Gabriel Burrows; case commenced in page 663. 


William Gilliam, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, he deposed that the plot pre- 
sented is truly made, according to his knowledge and belief; that te of the figure of this land was occa- 
sioned by an accommodation with the adjoining claimants, to avoid litigation; that he did not know of any interfer- 
ing claims of any kind with the land now claimed. : 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Epwin Lewis’s case, No. 84 on the docket of the Board, and No. 20 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—<A right of pre-emption of one hundred and seventy-five acres, as assignee and legal representative of 
Dennis McClendon and John McCole, under the third section of the act. , ee 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: : 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed on the 3d day-of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to land south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on Fulsom’s and Tawler creeks, butting and 
bounded as follows: beginning on a water oak on Tawler, at the mouth of Fulsom’s creek; thence, running down 
the said T'awler creek, twelve chains, to a corner stake; thence, an east course, sixty-four chains, to a corner 
stake; thence, south, seven degrees west, forty-six chains, to a corner maple on the bank of Fulsam’s creek; 
thence, west, fourteen chains, to a line run by Edwin Lewis, representative of William Green; thence, north. 
seven degrees east, to a white pine corner; thence, down the meanders of the said Fulsom’s creek, to the first 
mentioned station; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot hereunto annexed. 
containing one hundred and seventy-five acres: is claimed by Edwin Lewis, as the legal representative of John 
McCole and Dennis McClendon, under and by virtue of occupancy; the aforesaid persons legally represented said 
Edwin Lewis, having inhabited and cultivated the tract herein specified, on the third day of March, 1803, agreeable 
to the third section of the act of Congress, entitled ‘* An act,” &c. and for a considerable time before that time: and 
the same does not appear to be claimed by any of the preceding provisions of the act, and now exhibited to the 
Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he 
begs leave to refer, as also to the plot hereunto fixed, &c. 

EDWIN LEWIS. 


MississipP1 Territory, WasHincTon County, February 22, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. } 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 53, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance from Dennis McClendon, bearing date the 14th day of February, 
1803, duly. executed, relinquishing and conveying to John McCole all the said McClendon’s claim, title, and interest 
to the said tract of land, and the improvements made thereon. | 

The claimant also produced a deed of conveyance from the said John McCole, bearing date the 25th of February, 
1804, duly executed, assigning and conveying to the said Edwin Lewis all the. said John McCole’s title, claim, and 
interest to the said land, and the improvements thereon made. 
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John Pickering and John McCole were presented _as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they both deposed, that they had no interest.in the establishment of this claim. F 

The said Pickering testified, that, in the year 1802, Dennis McClendon entered upon the land now claimed by 
Edwin Lewis, as the legal representative of McCole‘and McClendon; that said McClendon erected a house, and 
raised some corn on the same land in that year, and continued to inhabit and cultivate the same until the 15th of 
April, 1803; and that the said McClendon had, on the 3d day of March, 1803, a wife and family of children. 

The said McCole testified, that, on the 3d of March, 1803, Dennis McClendon lived upon the land naw claimed 
by Edwin Lewis, and continued there until the 15th of April, 1803, when he removed off; and that lie, the depo- 
nent, took possession thereof, having, previous to the 3d of March, 1803, purchased the improvements of said Dennis 
McClendon; that, in the course of the summer 1803, he, the said McCole, agreed to sell said improvements to 
Edwin Lewis, the present claimant; that, in pursuance of said agreement, did, on the 25th of February, 1804, 
execute a written conveyance for that purpose. ; 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joseru Bares, Junior’s, case, No. 85 on the docket of the Board, and No. 162 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. ; 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, viz: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of the Tombigbee, in the county 
of Washington, beginning on a gum corner on the west bank of the Tombigbee; running thence, north, forty-five 
degrees west, one hundred and nine chains, to a pine; thence, south, forty-five degrees west, one hundred and three 
chains, to a post oaks thence, south, forty -five degrees east, thirty-two chains, to a post oak corners; thence, south, 
sixty-two degrees east, fifteen chains, to a dogwood, near a spring on the bank of a branch; thence, down the mean- 
ders of the branch, as laid down in the plot, to the rivers; thence, up the river the various courses, as laid down in 
the plot, to the beginning; containing six hundred and forty acres: is claimed by Joseph Bates, Jun. by virtue of the 
second section of the said act, as a donation, having such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully 
represented in the plot annexed, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl 
river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot here- 
with filed. 

JOSEPH BATES, Jun. 
[Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed February 18, 1804, by Natt. Christmas. Chain bearers, Sterling Dupree, ‘Thomas Bates. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 493, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Richard Turvin and Thomas Bates, Jun. were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated 
by the Board, they both deposed, that they had no interest whatever in this claim. 

The said ‘Thomas testified, that Joseph Bates, Jun. the present claimant, was twenty-two years of age in the 
year 1797; that, being unmarried, he lived in the family of his father, Joseph Bates, Sen. upon the land now in ques- 
tions that he acted for himself, independent of his said father, and did, during the years 1797 and 1798, cultivate 
the land now by him claimed, for his own use and benefit; that his father lived upon the land, and did also cultivate 
some part of it at the same time, but claims no part of it. 

The said Turvin testified, that Joseph Bates, Jun. the present claimant, lived on the land now by him claimed 
in the year 1797, in the family with his father. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Harpy Woorrton’s case, No. 86 on the docket of the Board, and No. 188 on the books of the Register. 
_Claim.—A donation of six hundred and fifteen acres and fifty-six poles, as assignee and legal representative of 
William Hunt, under the second section of the act. 


__ The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following,, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress pussed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the Sunflower creek, in the county of Wash- 
ington, on the west side of Tombigbee, beginning at Carter’s line, south, twenty-one degrees east, sixty chains, toa 
pine stations; thence, forty chains, to a corner on Sunflower creek, standing in the prison bounds; thence, south, 
eighty-seven degrees east, through Richard Brashears’s field, to a pine station, forty-one chains twenty-five links, 
toa hazel corner, twenty-three chains seventy-five links; thence, north, twenty-one degrees west, seventeen chains, 
toa red oak station; thence, continuing the same course, seven chains and fifty links, to a new line; thence, on the 
same course, to a gum station, continuing the same course to Carter’s line, sixty-four chains on Carter’s line, south, 
seventy-five degrees east, forty-one chains fifty links, toa tupelo gum corner; thence, north, eighty degrees east, 
twenty-six chains, to the beginning stake corner; containing six hundred and fifteen acres and fifty-six poles. As 
a donation, this land is claimed by Hardy Wootton, legal representative of William Hunt, having such shape, forms, 
and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, and is now exhibited to the Register 
of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as by said act directed. ‘To all which he begs 
leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

HARDY L. WOOTTON, his x mark. 
Legal representative of William Hunt. 
Marcu 26, 1804. [Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed March 14, 1804, by William Gilliam. Chain carriers, Solomon Wheat and Joseph Wheat. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 553, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance from William Hunt, bearing date the 8th day of November, 1800, 
duly executed and acknowledged, relinquishing and conveying to the said Hardy Wootton all the said Hunt’s right, 
title, and claim to the improvements made upon said tract of land. 

On the back of said deed are two endorsements, in the following words and figures, to wit: 

I do hereby assign over all my right, title, and claim to the within, for the use mentioned, from myself and my 
heirs forever, to Thomas Ware and his heirs; likewise the said Ware is to have possession the 1st day of February, 
1802: as witness my hand, this 26th day of January, 1802. 

HARDY WOOTTON. 


JosEPH SHARP, } 
Cuares REEp. Test. 
I do hereby sign over all my right, title, and claim to the above privileges, as witness my hand, this 6th Novem- 


ber, 1802. 
“** \MAS WARE. 
90 Pp 
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A deed of conveyance was also produced from Daniel Johnson, as attorney for John Linder, bearing date the 
29th day of February, 1804, duly executed, relinquishing and assigning to the said Hardy Wootton all the said 
Linder’s right, title, and claim, to the abovementioned improvements. 

Jordan Morgan and Solomon Wheat were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated, they 
both testified, that they had no interest in the establishment of this claim; that, in the summer season of the year 
1797, William Hunt entered upon the ‘lands now claimed, erected a house, sowed some turnips, &c. the same 
year; that he raised a crop the year following, and continued to live on and cultivate the said land until he sold his 
improvements to Hardy Wootton in the year 1800, when he removed off, and Wootton entered into possession; that, 
in the year 1797, William Hunt had a wife and two children. , 

The said Wheat further testified, that he was not confident that Hunt sowed turnips on the land in the year 
1797, but knew that he lived there, because he. the deponent, helped him to raise his house. 

‘William Gilliam, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that the plot, by him 
returned, of the land now claimed is a true representation thereof, according to the best of his knowledge and be- 
lief; that he knew of no interfering claim to that part of this tract which lies northerly of Watley’s upper line; that 
there were several claims, houses, and possessions on the other part. ; 

The Board ordered that the case be pustponed for consideration. 


Hezexian Carrer’s case, No. 87 on the docket of the Board, and No. 138 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A donation of three hundred and fifty-eight acres and thirty-six poles, as assignee and legal represen - 


tative of Robert Jones, under the secend section of the act. ; : 
Mhe claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, jor re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on Sunflower creek, on the west side of Tombig- 
bee river, in the county of Washington, beginning at a white pine, running, south, forty-five degrees west, fifty-two 
chains, toared oak; thence, south, twenty-five degrees east, thirty-one chains, to a pine; thence, north, eighty degrees 
east, thirty-three chains, to a.gum corner; thence, south, seventy-five degrees east, forty-two chains, toa hornbeam 


corner; thence, south, seventy degrees east, twenty chains, to a mulberry corner; thence, north, sixty degrees east, 
three chains, to a yellow leaf sapling; thence, north, thirty degrees west, forty-six chains, to a cypress; thence, 
north, sixty-five degrees west, twenty-five chains, to a red oak; thence, north, forty-five degrees west, thirty-five 
chains twenty-five links, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both naturai and artificial, as are fully 
represented in the plot annexed, containing three hundred and fifty-eight acres and thirty-six poles: is claimed by 
Hezekiah Carter, legal representative of Robert Jones, in and by virtue of the second section of the said act, as a 
donation, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as 
directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
HEZEKIAH CARTER, his x mark. 


Marcu 26, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Chain carriers, Jeremiah Morgan and Benjamin Harrison. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 462, by Epwarp Lioyp Waltzes, for ; 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance from Robert Jones, bearing date the 10th day of November, 1806, 
duly executed, relinquishing and assigning to Hardy Wootton all the said Jones’s right and interest to the improve- 
nents made on said tract of fand. On the back of which deed is an endorsement in the words and figures follow- 


ing, VIZ: 
“T do hereby assign over all my right, title, and claim to the within mentioned, to Hezekiah Carter, his heirs, from 
me and my heirs forever. In witness whereof, I have set my hand this 25th day of January, 1802. 
HARDY WOOTTON. 


Witnessed: Jonn Croop, 
JosEPH SHARP. 

Solomon Wheat and Jordan Morgan were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interr 
the Board, they both testified, that they were in no way interested in this claim; that, in the latter part of 
or the beginning of February, in the year 1798, Robert Jones entered upon the land now claimed, built a house. 
cleared about six or seven acres, and raised a crop that season; that he continued to inhabit and cultivate the same 
until the year 1800, when he sold his improvements to Hardy Wootton, who entered into the possession and culti- 
vation, and so continued until he sold to Hezekiah Carter, the present claimant, who then entered into the posses- 
sion and cultivation of the same, and had so continued until the present times; and that the said Robert Jones was, 
in the year 1798, an aged man, and the head of a family. 

William Gilliam, surveyor, was presented as a witness; and, being duly sworn, deposed, that the plot by him 
returned is truly and correctly made, according to the best of his knowledge and belief; that this land is bounded 
on all sides by other claims, except the line on the northwest end, which is the reason of the irregularity of its 
shape; that Mr. Lee has since varied the figure of his survey; and that he, the deponent, knew of no interfering 


ogated iy 
Ji anuary, 


claim of any kind. 2 ; 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Cannepa’s case, No. 88 on the docket of the Board, and No. 77 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of five hundred and thirty-three acres, under the third section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
' and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the river Tombigbee, in the county of Wash- 
ington, beginning ata cedar post, and runs north, eighty-five degrees east, sixty-five chains, toa hickory corner; thence, 
south, five degrees east, sixty-five chains, to an elm; thence, south, eighty-five degrees west, one hundred chains, toa 
stake on Denley’s line; thence, north, twenty degrees east, fifty-one chains, fifty links, to the river; thence, with the 
river, to the beginning; and hath such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the 
plot annexed, containing five hundred and thirty-three acres: is claimed by John Canneda, in and by virtue of the 
third section of the said act, as 4 pre-emption, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established 


east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of 
the plot herewith filed. : 
JOHN CANNEDA. 


Marcu 20, 1804. [Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 9th March, 1804, by William Gilliam. Chain carriers, Joseph Wilson and Henry Hill. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 225, by Epwarp J.toyp WaIzEs, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
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The said Henry Hill and Joseph Wilson, chain carriers for the preceding survey, were sworn before William 
H. Hargrave, Justice of the Peace. : 

Jordan Morgan and Thomas Wheat were presented as witnesses; and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they both testified, that they were not interested in the establishment of this claim; that John Canneda, the 
present claimant, inhabited and cultivated the land now in question, in the year 1802, and ever since; that he was. 


on the 3d of March, 1803, more than twenty-one years of age. 

William Gilliam, surveyor, was produced as a witness; and, being duly sworn, deposed, that the plot now pre- 
sented to the Board contains a true and correct representation of the land claimed, according to the best of his 
knowledge and belief; that it includes the buildings and improvements of the claimant; and that he knew of no in- 


terfering claims of any kind. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Sctomon Wueat’s case, commenced in page 58. 

William Gilliam, surveyor, was produced as a witness; and, being duly sworn, deposed, that the plot now pre- 
sented is truly and correctly made, according to the best of his knowledge and belief; that this claim is bounded by 
other claims, and, therefore, necessarily surveyed in its present form; that he knew of no interfering claims. 

rhe Board ordered that the case by postponed for consideration. 


Joun Pickerine’s case, No. 89 on the docket of the Board, and No. 137 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of two hundred and eighty acres, under the third section of the act. 
__ ‘Phe claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
fullowing, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 
Wasuinetron Country, M. Terrrrory, March 5, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on Pickering’s branch, north of ‘Tawler creek, 
butting and bounded as follows: beginning on a wild plum tree, in a prairie called the Cow Stump prairie, on the 
east side of Pickering’s branch; thence, west, sixty chains, toa corner stake; thence, north, twenty degrees east, fifty 
chains, to a corner stakes thence, east, sixty chains,to a corner stake; thence, south, twenty degrees west, fifty chains, 
to the beginning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed; containing two hun- 
dred and eighty acres: is claimed by John Pickering, under and by virtue of occupancy, he, the said claimant, having 
inhabited and cultivated the tract herein specified, on the 3d day of March, 1803, agreeable to an act of Congress, 
entitled An act, &c. and the same does not appear to be claimed by any of the preceding provisions of said act, and 
now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said 


act. All of which he begs leave to refer, as also to the plot hereto fixed, &c. 
For Joun PIckeRING, 


EDWIN LEWIS. 
[ Plot omitted. ] 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 461, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for : ; 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


William Coleman was presented as a witness; and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he was in no wise interested 
in this claim; that he was in the State of Georgia on the 3d of March, 1803, and could not say that the present 
claimant inhabited and cultivated the land in question at that time; that, when he returned frem Georgia, in the monti: 
of May, 1803, he found John Pickering, the present claimant, working upon this land; that he had a house partly 
raised, about ten acres under fence, and five or six acres cleared, which appeared to have been cleared the preced- 
ing winters that he raised on said land a crop of corn that season; that the said John Pickering had at that time a 


wife and a number of children. 
rhe Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


_ Ricuaxrp S. Bryan and Grorcre Brewer, senior’s, case, No. 90 on the docket of the Board, and No. 6 on the 
books of the Register. 
Claim.—A right of pre-emption of three hundred and nineteen acres, under the third section of the act. 
‘The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, viz: 
Zo the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims tolands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land. situated on the waters of Tawler creek, in the county of 
Washington, beginning at acorner cherry tree, and running thence, south, seventy degrees west, sixty-five chains; 
thence, south, twenty degrees east, forty-nine chains; thence, north, twenty degrees east, sixty-five chains; thence, 
north, twenty degrees, west forty-nine chains, to the beginning; containing three hundred and nineteen acres, hav- 
ing such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed; which said tract of 
Jand is claimed by Richard Smith Bryan and George Brewer, senior, under the firm of Bryan and Brewer, in and by 
virtue of right of pre-emption, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl 
river, to be recorded as by said act directed. ‘To all which they beg leave to refer, as alsu toa copy of the plot 


herewith filed. 
RICHARD SMITH BRYAN, 
GEORGE BREWER, Senior. 


Fepruary 22, 1804. [Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 13th February, 1804, by Thomas Bilbo. Chain carriers, James Huckaby and John McCole. 


Jonn McCole was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, testified, that he had no interest in the esta- 
Diishment of this claim; that John Sluder entered upon the lands now claimed in the fall of the year 1802, built a 
small house, cut over about four acres of land, and commenced the cultivation of a garden on the same; that he 
continued to inhabit and cultivate the same until the month of April, 1803, when he moved off, having previously 
sald his improvements; that the said John Sluder was, on the 3d of March, 1803, the head of a family. 

That, some time in the month of February, 1803, Richard S. Bryan, one of the firm of Bryan and Brewer, and 
one of the present claimants, began to make improvements on another part of the land now claimed, to wit: on 
Tawler’s creek, near where they have since erected a mill; that the improvement then commenced was, as the 
deponent understood, the building of a dwelling houses that the present claimants had purchased the improvements 
which had been made by John Sluder on the other part of said land; took possession of the same in the month of 


June, 1803. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Epwtn Lewis’s case, No. 91 on the docket.of the Board, and No. 21 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A right of pre-emption of four hundred acres, as assignee and legal representative of William Green, 


.under the third section of the act. ; : , , ’ 
he claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, i:f the following words 


and figures, to wit: 
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To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Lennessee, and east of Pearl river. 
Wasuincton County, M. Territory, February 22, 1804. 

Please to take notice that the following tract of land, situated on Tawler’s bayou or creek, above Fulsom’s creek, 
butting and bounded as follows: By a line commencing at a water oak, at the mouth of Fulsom’s creek, on the 
bank of Tawlers thence, up the said Fulsom’s creek, about south, sixty degrees east, fifty-eight chains, to a corner 
white pine, on the south side of said creek; thence, south, seven degrees west, seventy chains, to a corner hickory; 
thence, north, eighty-three degrees west, fifty chains, to a corner stake; thence, north, seven degrees east, to the 
first mentioned water oak or beginning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot 
annexed, containing four hundred acres; is claimed by Edwin Lewis, as the legal representative of Wiiliam Greeu, 
under and by virtue of occupancy, he, the said William Green, having settled the same in January, 1802, and did 
likewise inhabit and cultivate the tract herein specified on the 3d day of March, 1803, agreeable to an act of Con- 
gress, entitled an Act, &c.; and the said William Green did, on the 7th day of June, 1803, assign a deed of con- 
veyance of his right unto the said Edwin Lewis, and likewise two depositions on the sixth day of August. (of the 
same date,) and the said Edwin had,a long time previous to those’ assignments, agreed with the said William 
Green, for a part of the said premises; and the same does not appear to be claimed by any of the preceding provi- 
sions of the act, and no part thereof was inhabited and cultivated, at that time required by the said act, by any other 
person, and now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by 
said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the plot hereto fixed, &c. 

EDWIN LEWIS. 


[ Plot omitied.] 


Surveyed, 15th of February, 1804, by Robert Ligon. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 55, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed from William Green, dated the 7th day of June, 1803, conveying to Edwin Lewis 
all the said Green’s right, title, and claim to the said tract of Jand and the improvements thereon. 

John Pickering was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interregated by the Board, deposed, that he 
had no interest in the establishment of this claim; that William Green entered upon the land, now claimed by Ed- 
win Lewis, as his legal representative, in the month of January, 1802, erected a house, cleared and fenced a few 
acres, and raised a crop that year; that he continued to live on and cultivate the same land until the fall of the year 
1803, and raised a crop thereon in the summer of the same year; that the said Green was, on the 3d of March, 1803, 
more than twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

James CaLuier, representative of Bryant and Snellgrove; case commenced in page 651. 

Richard Smith Bryant was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, he de- 
posed, that he liad no interest in this claim: that, on the 4th of June, 1803, he was present when Henry Snellgrove 
agreed to convey to James Callier, Esquire, his improvement and all his right to the land ew in question, and when 
he did actually convey the same by an instrument under his hand, to which he, the deponent, subscribed as a wit- 
ness; that, according to his understaading, the transaction was fair and bond fide. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


NATHAN BLACKWELL’s Case, commenced in page 643. 


William Gilliam, surveyor, was} presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that this plot is truly 
and correctly made, to the best of his knowledge and belief; that Francis Boykin’s line, as it is now surveyed, takes 
nine poles and twenty liaks upon the lower or southwardly side of the present claim; that he, the witness, had sur- 
veyed and measured the lands claimed by said Boykin, and found that the survey of said Boykin includes more 
than his quantity of acres, to the amount of this interference; that he knew of no other ciaim that interfered with 
this plot. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Tuesday the 27th instant. 

Turspay, March 27, 1804. 

The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Rober: C. Nicholas. 


Bensamin Harrison’s case, No. 92 on the docket of the Board, and No. 168 on the books of the Register. 
_Claim.—A donation of three hundred and seventy-eight acres, as assignee and legal representative of Jacob 
Miller, under the second section of the act. 


The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


-y 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
. ° ° ‘yy . ~ 
and.adjusting of claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee, in the county of 
Washington, beginning at Thomas Goodwin’s stake corner, and runs, north, sixty-five degrees east, eighty chains 
thirty links, to Ryan’s upper corner: thence, south, sixty degrees east, eighty-three chains, to a sweet bay corner; 
thence, north, forty-two degrees east, three chains, toa sweet gum corner on Ryan’s lake; thence, down Ryan’s lake 
to Thomas Goodwin’s elm corner, nineteen chains; thence, south, forty degrees west, eleven chains, to a hornbeam; 
thence, north, thirty degrees west, one hundred and eight chains, to the beginning; containing'three hundred and se- 
venty-eight acres, having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot an- 
nexed: is claimed by Benjamin Harrison, legal representative of John Acworth, attorney in fact for Jacob Miller, 
in and by virtue of the second section of the said act, as a donation, as is now exhibited to the Register of the Land 
Office, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to,a copy of the plot here- 


with filed. 
BENJAMIN HARRISON, 
Representative of John Acworth, Attorney for Jacob Miller. 
Marcu 27, 1804. 
[Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed, 20th February, 1804, by William Gilliam. Chain carriers, Thomas Goodwin and Hezekiah Carter. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 502, by Eowarp Lioyp Wa1tss, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 

The claimant exhibited sundry legal deeds of conveyance, duly executed and on file, by virtue of which all the 
right and title which the said Jacob Miller had to the said tract of land and the improvements made thereon, became 
vested in the said Benjamin Harrison; in consequence of which, he obtained and now holds the possession of the 
premises. . : 

Jordan Morgan was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, that, 
in the month of October, 1797, Jacob Miller, the person under whom Benjamin Harrison claims the land now in 


ee — - — - . . _ 
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question, did inhabit and cultivate the same; that he had a cabin and some small improvements; that he continued 
until some time in the year following, when he sold his improvements and possession to John James, who -entered 
into the possession of the same, and continued some time; then sold his improvement to the deponent; that, he en- 
tered into possessiun, and raised one crop on the land, then sold his right to Shered Hatley, who also entered into the 
possession, and there continued until he sold to Joseph Jackson, who took: possession and continued there until he 
sold to Benjamin Harrison, the present claimants that he entered into the possession, and had continued therein ever 
since; that, at the time when he, the deponent, saw Jacob Miller in possession of the premises, in the year 1797, 
he was a married man, as was John James to whom he sold. 

Willian Gilliam, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that the plot now before 
the Board was truly and correctly made, according to the best of his knowledge and beliefs that the house and im- 
provements of the claimant were within the plot, and that he knew of no interfering claim or claims. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wiriiam Giiiiam’s case, No. 93 on the docket of the Board, and No. 127 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and two acres, as assignee and legal representative of John Clark, 
under the third section of the act. ; 

he claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the Jand claimed, in the following words 
and figures, viz: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims io lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. \ 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on Sunflower creek, on the west side of Tombigbee 
river, in the county of Washington, beginning at a pine corner, running south, seven degrees east, forty chains, to a 
lightwood stake; thence, south, sixty-five degrees west, thirty-four chains, toa pine cortier; thence, north, seven 
degrees west,,twenty chains, to a ping corner on the creek; thence, north, forty degrees east, forty-five chains, tothe 
beginning; containing one hundred and two acres, and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are 
fully represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by William Gilliam, legal representative of John Clark, in and by 
virtue of the third section of the said act, as a pre-emption, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office 
established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to 
a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

WILLIAM GILLIAM. 

Marcu 26, 1804. ; 

[Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed, March 13, 1804, by William Gilliam. Chain carriers, James Leonard and Hardy Wootton, 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 447, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance from John Clark, dated 18th February, 1803, assigning to the said 
Gilliam all the said Clark’s right and claim to said tract of land and the improvements made thereon. 

The said Leonard and Wootton, chain carriers for the survey in this case, were sworn before William H. Har- 
grave, Esq. Justice of Peace. 

Solomon Wheat and Hardy Wootton were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they both testified, that they were not interested in this claim; that the land now claimed by ‘William 
Gilliam was settled and cultivated by John Clark, in the year 1802; that Clark sold his possession to the present 
claimant; that he moved his family on to the land, and raised a crop there in the summer of 1803; that they could 
not positively say whether he resided there on the 3d March, 1803; that he was, at that time, the head of a family. 


, 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Jorpan Moraan’s case, No. 94 on the docket of the Board, and No. 128 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and thirty-eight acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appoinied in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to land south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the Sunflower lake, on the west side of 'Tom- 
bigbee, in the county of Washington. beginning at a sassafras. corner, on Perkins’s line, thence, south, twenty de- 
grees west, sixty-two chains, to a white oak corner; then, due west, ninety-four chains, to a stake on James Denley’s 
line; thence, south, ten degrees east, fifty-eight chains, to a black oak corner on James Denley’s line; thence, west, 
one hundred and twenty-six chains, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, 
as are fully represented in the plot ‘annexed, containing six hundred and thirty-eight acres: is claimed by Jor- 
dan Morgan, in and by virtue of the second section of the said act, as a donation; and is now exhibited to the Re- 
gister of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs 
leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. © 

JORDAN MORGAN, his x mark. 


Marcu 26, 1804. 
[ Plot omitted. } 


Chain carriers, Wiley Roberis and Hardy Wootton. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 449, by Enwarv Lioyp Waizes, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The above named chain carriers were sworn before William H. Hargrave, Esquire, Justice of the Peace. 


Solomon Wheat and Thomas Wheat were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they both deposed, that they were not interested in this claim. 

The said Thomas testified, that, in the year 1798, the present claimant, Jordan Morgan, having married his 
daughter, he agreed to give him half of his improvements where he then lived, which was upon the land now claimed 
by said Morgan; that he entered upon the same land that year, and cultivated from twelve to fifteen acres in corn; 
that he afterwards relinquished to Morgan the whole improvements; that he lived there about three years from the 
time when he first came; and that he was, when he first entered upon said land, above twenty-one years of age, 
and a married man. ; 

Question by the claimant. Do you remember that you assisted me to haul my house and to haul rails, when I 
first came on to the land, and at what time of the year was it? 

Answer. Ido remember it, and it was in the spring season; but I cannot name the exact time. 

The said Solomon testified, that, in the spring, or the first part of the summer, of 1798, Jordan Morgan, the pre- 
sent claimant, entered, with his family, upon the land by him now claimed, and raised a crop that year; that he has 
been off and on several times since, and had raised crops; that he, the deponent, was not able to ascertain, with pre- 
cision, the years when he was off or on; that, at the time when he first went into the possession of said land, he was 
above twenty-one years of age, and a married man. 
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William Gilliam, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, he deposed, that the plot of 
the land claimed, which is now before the Board, was truly and correctly made, according to the best of his know- 


ledge and beliefs that it included the buildings and cultivation of the claimant; that he knew of no interfering lines 
or claims of any kind: that this tract was bounded on three sides by the lines of other claimants. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Cautrer’s case, No. 95 on the docket of the Board, and No. 160 on the books of the Register. . 
Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, as assignee aud legal representative of Isabella Trouillet, 


the wife of Joseph Campbell, under the second section of the act. i 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to land south of the Tennessee river, and east of the Pearl river. 

lease to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying west of the Mobile river, bounded eastwardly by 
the said river. and on all other sides by vacant lands, is claimed by James Callier, legal representative of Isabella 
Trouillet, at present the wife of Joseph Campbell; the said land having been settled in the year 1795, by the said 
Isabella ‘Vrouillet, who has occupied the same down to the present day, under and by virtue of the second section 
of the above mentioned act of Congress, for granting donation lands. ‘To al! which he begs leave to refer, as also to 
a copy of the plot now delivered to the Register of the Land Office, to be established east of Pearl river, which 


said plot is herewith filed. 
JAMES CALLIER. 


Fort Stoppert, March 27, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 22d March, 1804, by James Gordon. Chain bearers, William Weathers, Joseph Edmonson. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. —. page —, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant produced a deed of conveyance from Joseph Campbell, bearing date 20th of October, 1802, duly 
executed, conveying to the said Callier all the said Campbell’s right and title to said tract of land. : 
Doctor John Chastang was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, he de- 
posed, that he had no interest‘in this claim; that, in the years 1796, 1797, and 1798, and, as he believed, in the year 
1799, Isabella Trouillet, then the widow of Peter Trouillet, had a number of negroes living uponand cultivating the 
land now in question; that Madam Trouillet resided, at that time, in Mobile. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
Josern Cuastane’s case, No. 96 on the docket of the Board, and No. 135 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A donation of six hundred and thirty-nine acres and eight-tenths of an acre, under the second section 


the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


— 


0 


and figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3d day 
ceiving and adjusting claims to land south of the Tennessee and east of the 
Please to take notice, that the following tract of laud, lying on the west side of the Mobile river, butting and 
bounding as follows, viz: beginning at a stake at Simon Andry’s fence, on the bank of the said river, running north, 
sixty-two degrees west, ninety-nine chains, to a pine; thence, south, four degrees west, ninety-seven chains, to a 
stake; thence, due east, ninety-one chains and sixty links, to a red cak on the bank of the rivers thence, up the 
meanders, to the beginning, on a straight line, fifty-one chains; bounded westwardly on vacant land, northwardly 
by Charlotte Herau’s land, and eastwardly by the Mobile river: is claimed by Joseph Chastang, under and by vir- 
tue of the second section of the above mentioned act of Congress, fur granting donation land. To all which he begs 
leave te refer; also, to the copy of the plot now delivered to the Register of the Land Office to be established east 


of Pear! river, which plot is herewith filed. 
JOSEPH CHASTANG. 


Fort Sroppert, Varch 26, 1804. 


y March, 1803, for re- 
earl river. 


[ Plot omitted. } 
Surveyed March 24, 1804, by James Gordon. Chain bearers, Gabriel Tissrah, William Weathers. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 459, by Eowarp Liroyp Wales, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Joseph Chastang appeared before the Board, and, on solemn oath, declared, that Simon Andry, of the county of 
Washington, is (as he believes) a material witness in his case, now pending before the Board, wherein he claims a 
donation of six hundred and thirty-nine acres and eight-tenths of an acre: and that the said Simon Andry is now 
confined to his bed by severe sickness, and in such staté of health that it is not practicable to have him personally 
before said Board to give his testimony in the premises. 4 

Whereupon, it is ordered by the Board, that the testimony of the above named witness may be taken in said case. 
before any lawful magistrate ot said county (who is disinterested in said case,) being certified to the Board in due 


form of law. 
Attest: DAVID PARMELEE 2d, Clerk. 


John Chastang, Esquire, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, he de- 
posed, that in the year 1766 or 1767, Josepli Chastang, the present claimant, purchased the lands now in question, and 
went immediately into the possession and cultivation of the same, and continued there until the country was taken 
from the English by the Spaniards, when the Indians became so troublesome and dangerous that he was obliged to 
move down to Mobile; that when he, the deponent, came on to his plantation (which was near by the claimant’s) in 
October, 1796, he found one of the sons of the present claimant, on his plantation, with his negroes, conducting his 
business as overseer; that he believed that one of the claimant’s sons was there, with the negroes, as overseer, until 
the year 1798, when the said Joseph Chastang returned to his plantation now claimed, and had lived there ever since; 
that the present claimant was near sixty years of age in the year 1797. i 

Question. You say that this claimant purchased the lands now claimed in the year 1766 or 1767, and has ever 
since possessed the same; why does he not claim the lands by virtue of that title? 

Answer. I have understood that the Indians burnt several of his houses, in one of which were his title papers, and 
thereby it has become impossible for him to produce this written evidence of his title. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Tuomas Goopwin’s case, No. 97 on the docket of the Board, and No. 130 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A donation of three hundred and seventy-four acres, as assignee and legal representative of Hiram 


Mounger, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
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To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of — passed the 3d day of March, 1803, Sor receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on Ryan’s lake, on the west side of Tombigbee 
river, in the county of Washington, beginning at Wheat’s pine corner, and running thence, north, sixty degrees east, 
eighteen chains, to a lightwood stake; thence, south, thirty degrees east, one hundred and eight chains, to a horn- 
beam; thence, north, sixty degrees east, forty chains and fifty links, toa hornbeam on Ryan’s lake; thence, south, 
twenty-seven degrees east, forty chains, to a red oaks thence, south, sixty degrees west, twenty-eight, chains, toa 
sweet gum; thence, north, fifty-six degrees west, forty chains, to Wheat’s white oak corner; thence, with a straight 
line, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the 
plot annexed, containing three hundred and seventy-four acres: is claimed by Thomas Goodwin, as legal represen - 
tative of Hiram Mounger, in and by virtue of a donation claim, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land 
Office, east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to 


the copy of the plot herewith filed. — 
; THOS. GOODWIN. 


Marcu 24, 1804. ; 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Chain carriers, Hezekiah Carter and-Ambrose Miles. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 451, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, for ; 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


| = said chain carriers for the preceding survey were sworn before William H. Hargrave, Esquire, Justice of 
the Peace. 

The claimant produced a deed of conveyance from John Wheat, dated the 13th day of July, 1803; conveying to 
the said Thomas Goodwin, all the said Wheat’s right and claim to the said tract of land, and the improvements 


made thereon. i 

Jordan Morgan was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, 
that he was not Cement: in this claim; that, in the year 1797, he passed across this land, and found an improve- 
ment there, which he understood was made by Hiram Mounger; that, in the year 1798, Hiram Mounger exchanged 
his possession and improvement on this land, for the possession and improvement of Hezekiah and Solomon 
Wheat, on another tract; that two or three improvements were made in different parts of the tract, given up by 
Mounger to the Wheats; that the Wheais being brothers, made a partition of the land among themselves: that the 
land now in question is a part of the original tract, which was claimed by virtue of the settlement and improve- 
ment of Hiram Mounger; that Thomas Goodwin, the present claimant, then lived on one of those improvements: 
that Frederick Smith performed labor at the same place in the year 1798, and raised a crop there in the year 1790; 
and the same year sold his labor and improvement to John Wheat, a brother of Solomon and Hezekiah; that, 
whether Smith improved there by the consent of the Wheats or not, he, the deponent, could not be positive; though 
he presumed, it was by consent, as Smith was a connexion of the family by marriage, and lived in the house with 
them during that time; that Hiram Mounger was upwards of twenty-one years of age in the year 1797. 

William Gilliam, surveyor, and Solomon Wheat, were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said 
Wheat deposed, that Hiram Mounger had made some improvements on the land, now claimed by Thomas Good- 
win, before the exchange took place. as mentioned by the last witness; that Smith had also begun to labor there in 
the year 1798, before Solomon and Hezekiah Wheat entered into possession; that, after they came into possession, 
they agreed with Smith upon a partition line, between the improvements where Smith was at work and the improve- 
ments where Mounger lived, which line was truly represented by the plot then before the Board; that Smith 
afterwards sold his improvements and possession to John Wheat, as he, the deponent, had heard them say; that 
John Wheat sold to Thomas Goodwin, as he had heard them both say; that he knew that Goodwin took possession, 
and had since continued to live at the same place. 

The said Gilliam testified, that the plot of the land claimed by Thomas Goodwin, then before the Board, was 
truly and correctly made, according to the best of his knowledge and belief; that he knew of no interfering claims 
of any kind; that the irregular shape of this survey was occasioned by the lines of adjoining claimants. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wirnwiam Witiiams’s case, No. 98 on the docket of the Board, and No. 46 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and one acres, three roods, and twenty-seven poles, under the 


third section of the act. aes : : ; } 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on tne west side of Tombigbee, butted on the 
same, bounded on the southwest and southeast by vacant land, and on the northeast by George Robbins; beginning 
ona cotton tree, and runs south, fifty-six degrees west, thirty-one chains, to a white oak; thence, south, twenty-five 
degrees east, at twenty-five chains crossing a small branch; in all, sixty chains twenty-seven links, to a stake with 
two wahoos, a hickory, and dogwood pointers; thence, north, sixty degrees east, twenty chains and fifty links, with 
Robbins’s line to his corner, a large sycamore on the river bank; thence, the meanders of the river, to the begin- 
ning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed; containing one hundred and 
one acres, three roods, and twenty-seven poles: is claimed by William Williams, under and by virtue of a settle- 
ment bearing date the 20th day of February, 1803, and now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office east of 
Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the 


plot herewith filed. 
WILLIAM WILLIAMS. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Chain carriers, Henry Nail, Edward Williams. . Surveyed 28th February, 1804, by J. Malone. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 119, by Enwarp Luoyp Waites, for_- ms 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Richard Hawkins and Edward Williams were produtad as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they both deposed, that they had no interest in the establishment of this claim; that William Williams, 
the present claimant, did inhabit and cultivate the land by him claimed before and on the 3d of March, 1803, 
and raised a crop thereon in the summer following; and that he was, on the 3d of March, 1803, an aged man, and 


the head of a family. ; ; 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Hucxasy’s case, No. 99 on the docket of the Board, and No. 110 on the books of the Register. 
.._ Claim.—A right of pre-emption of four hundred and sixty-seven acres, as assignee and legal representative of 
Matthew Robinson, under the third section of the act. 
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The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit? 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the south side of Tawler creek, in the county 
of Washington, beginning at a stake on said creek, running east eighty chains, to a poplar corner; thence, north, 
fifty-three chains, to a chestnuts thence, north, forty-five degrees west, thirty-five chains, to a hackberry on said 
creek; thence, up said creek, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are 
fully represented in the plot annexed; containing four hundred and sixty-seven acres: is claimed by James Huckaby, 
legal representative of Matthew Robinson, in and by virtue of the third section of the above recited act, as a pre- 
emption; and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as 
directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 


Wizuiam CoLeman, for 
Marcu 27, 1804. JAMES HUCKABY., representative of Matthew Rodinson. 


[Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed 4th March, 1804, by Thomas Bilbo. Chain carriers, Reuben Westmoreland, Richard Smith Bryan. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 344, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The said chain carriers were sworn before William Pierce and Joseph Thompson, Justices of the Peace. 

The claimant exhibited a deed from Matthew Robinson, dated 22d January, 1803, conveying to the said James 
Huckaby all the said Robinson’s right to said tract of land and the improvements made thereon. 

Richard Smith Bryan and William Coleman were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interro- 
gated by the Board, they both deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that, in the latter part of the 
year 1801, Matthew Robinson commenced to improve upon the land claimed by James Huckaby. and live there 
with his family through the year 1802, and raised a crop that year; that he afterwards sold his improvements to 
James Huckaby; that he continued to live on the land, by the consent of Huckaby, some time after, but whether 
the said Robinson or the said Huckaby lived there on the 3d of March, 1803, they, the witnesses, could not be posi- 
tively certain; but were certain that, when Robinson moved off, Huckaby moved on to the land, and did cultivate 
and raise a crop thereon, in the summer of the year 1803; and that both Robinson and Huckaby were heads of 
families on the 3d of March, 1803. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Nicuotas Perkins, representative of Thomas Wheat; case commenced in page 690. 


John Baker was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, that he 
had no interest in this claim; that Thomas Wheat, the person under whom the present claim is made, was an old 
inhabitant of this county; that, on the 27th day of October, 1795, and before and since, until lately, the said Thomas 
Wheat did inhabit and cultivate the land then in question; that, on the 22d of October, 1787, the said ‘Thomas 
Wheat was more than twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. 

Thomas Wheat and William Gilliam, surveyor, were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said 
Gilliam deposed, that the plot before the Board was made by him; that it was true and correct, according to his 
best knowledge and belief; that he knew of no interfering claims. 

The said Wheat testified, that he did sell and convey his title to the land now claimed to Nicholas Perkins, the 
present claimant; that the instrument of conveyance, now produced to the Board, was his free act and deed for that 

urpose. 
‘ S pdaii Morgan and Hezekiah Carter, chain carriers for the survey in this case, and also for the survey in the 
said Perkins’s case, commenced in page 691, were sworn before William H. Hargrave, Esq. Justice of the Peace. 

' The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Wamacr’s case, No. 100 on the docket of the Board, and No. 147 on the books of the Register. 

Claim.—A right of pre-emption of two hundred and forty acres, under the third section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of the river Tombigbee, beginning 
at a large pine, and runs south, sixty-two degrees west, cressing a small branch at six chains and fifty links, forty 
chains, toa stake; thence, north, twenty-eight degrees west, sixty chains, to a black jack corner: thence, north, 
sixty-two degrees east, forty chains, to a stake, and from thence to the beginnings containing two hundred and 
forty acres: is claimed by John Wamack, under and by virtue of the third section of the above recited act of Con- 
gress; is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, established east of Pearl river, for the purpose of being 
recorded as directed by the above recited act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the plot herewith 


filed. 
JOHN WAMACK. 
Marcu 26, 1804. [Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed 18th February, 1804, by J. Maione. Chain carriers, Peter Cartwright and John Walker. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 475, by Hpwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The said chain carriers for the preceding survey were sworn before William Pierce, Justice of Peace. 

Richard S$. Bryan and William Coleman were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they were in no way interested in the establishment of this claim. 

The said Coleman further testified, that, in July, 1802, he was at the house of John Wamack, the present claim- 
ant, on the Jands which are now by him claimed; that he then had considerable land in cultivation; that he, said 
Coleman, then went into Georgia, and returned in the month of May, 1803, and found the said Wamack still there 
inhabiting and cultivating; that he continues there still; and that he verily believed that Wamack was there on the 
3d of March, 1803; that he was, at that time, more than twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. 

Question by the claimant’s attorney. What is the state of John Wamack’s improvements on the land by him 
now claimed? 

Answer. I suppose that he has between thirty and forty acres under cultivation. 

The said Bryan testified, that he was at the house of John Wamack, the: present claimant, on the land now by 
him claimed, the last of February, or the Ist of March, 1803; that he then lived there with his family; had consi- 
derable land in cultivation; that he has ever since continued to live there; and that he was, at that time, more than 
twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. 
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Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that the plot then before 
the Board was truly and correctly, made, according’ to the best of his knowledge and belief; that it includes the 
house and improvements of the claimant; that he knew of no interfering lines or claims of any kind. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Wednesday, the 28th instant. 

‘ Wepnespay, March 28, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


Nicwoas PERKINS, representative of Daniel Johnson; case commenced in page 691. 


James Denley, John Denley, and William H. Hargrave, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn 
and interrogated by the Board, they all deposed, that they had no interest in this claim. 

The said James testified, that Daniel Johnson, in whose right the present claimant appears, deceased about two 
years before; that he would then have been (if living) upwards of seventy years of age; that he resided in this 
county in the year 1795, and until the time of his death; that the land in question was, some part of it, under 
cultivation in the year 1795; but could not say that it was by Danjel Johnson. | a, a's 

The said John testified,"that he could not say, with positive certainty, as to the precise time, but Knew that, about 
the year 1795, the land in question was cultivated by the son of Daniel Johnson, deceased; that, before the year 
1795, and in that year; and until his death, the said Daniel Johnson did reside in this county, not far from this land, 
and that he was an aged man at the time of his death. : 5 f 

The said Hargrave testified, that the deed of conveyance, dated the 21st day of September, 1803, under his sig- 
nature, then before the Board, by which he conveyed all his right and interest in the land now claimed to Nicholas 
Perkins, Esq. the present claimant, was his free act and deed, and was by him executed and delivered for the pur- 
poses therein meritioned. - . k ; 

William Gilliam, surveyor, Hiram Mounger, and John Brewer, were produced as’ witnesses, and, being duly 
sworn, the said Gilliam deposed, that, on the 21st of May, 1800, he saw Solomon Johnson execute and deliver a 
deed to William H. Hargrave, conveying the lands now in question; that he was called and subscribed as a wit- 
ness; and that he saw Samuel Long also subscribe as a witness to the same instrument; that, upon inspection of 
the deed of Solomon Johnson, then exhibited in evidence before the Board, he was satisfied that it was the same 
original instrument to which he subscribed as a witness; that he surveyed, and made the plot then before the Board; 
that it was correctly made,-according to the best of his knowledge and belief; that a small portion of one line could 
not be measured, by reason of high water, and was laid down by conjecture. 

The said Brewer and Mounger both testified, that, from the year 1791, until within about three years past, the 
land in question has been cultivated by Daniel Johnson, deceased, or for his use. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for cunsideration. 


Nicnuoras Perxrys, representative of Thomas Wheat; case commenced in page 690. 


John Brewer, Esq. and Hiram Mounger were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated 
by the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that, before the year 1795, in that year, and 
until within a short time past, Thomas Wheat, the person in whose right the present claimant appears, did inhabit 
and cultivate the land in question, and that they believed that said Thomas Wheat was more than twenty-one 
years of age, and the head of a family on the 22d day of October, 1787. 

.The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Baxer’s twd cases; one commenced in page 703, the other in page 704. 


George Brewer was produced as a witness in said cases; and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, 
he testified, that, in the year 1794, he became acquainted with John Baker, the present claimant, at his place of 
residence, on the lands now in question; that the said Baker had continued to reside and cultivate there ever 
since. 

The Board ordered that these cases be postponed for consideration. 


Wiriram Giiiiam’s case, commenced in page 713. 


William Hargrave and John Denley were presented as witnesses; and, being sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not in any way interested in this claim; and the said Hargrave testified, that he 
was present when John Clark sold his possession and improvement on the land in question, on the 18th of February, 
1803; that, by their request, he drew and witnessed a writing which said Clark executed: that, within a few days 
after, he was present when Clark gave to Gilliam ‘the possession of the place; that Gilliam went there himself, and 
raised a crop that season, but did not move his family into the house immediately; that Gilliam was, on the 3d of 
March, 1803, the head of a family. 

The said Denley testified, that he was present when John Clark sold his possessions to William Gilliam, and 
witnessed the writing; that he knew that the possession was peaceably surrendered up by Clark to Gilliam; that 
Gilliam went to work on the land that spring, and raised a crop thereon the ensuing season; that, in the course. of 
the same spring, he moved into the house, and had there lived ever since. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


EpPuraim BarKer’s case, commenced in page 652. 


William Gilliam, surveyor, was presented as witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that the plot of the Jand 
claimed, then presented to the Board, was correctly made according to the best of his knowledge and belief; that 
said plot did not include any dwelling-house, as it usually overflowed annually, and was unfit for a dweiling place; 
that it included the cultivated field of the claimant; that he, Gilliam, knew of no interfering lines or claims. 

Question. Is this position such that a family could not reside upon it? 

Answer. It is very much surrounded by ponds and lakes. I cannot say how far the health of inhabitants might 
be affected by that: the annual overflowings, I think, would probably sweep a house off if one should be placed there. 

The Buard ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Bensamin Harrison’s case, commenced in page 712. 


Hiram Mounger was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he was not interested in the 
establishment of this claim; that, in the latter part of the year 1797, Jacob Miller settled upon the land in question, 
and as he, Mounger, understood, sold it afterwards to one James, who cultivated it in the year 1798; that from 
James the possession and improvement passed through several persons to Benjamin Harrison, the present claimant, 
who then lived upon the same; that both Jacob Miller and James were each the head of a family in the year 1797. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Francis STRINGER’s case, commenced in page 676. 


John Dunn and Reuben Holleway, chain carriers for the survey in this case, were sworn before John Callier, 
Esq. Justice of the Peace. 
ohn Callier, Esq. was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, 
that he had no interest in the establishment of this claim: that, in the month of January, or February, 1798, he 
» assisted Francis Stringer to erect a house on the land which he now claims; that he believed that Stringer got into it 
with his family — month of February, and had continued to live and cultivate there ever since, and believed that 
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he made a crop on the same land in the year 1798: that said Stringer was, at that time, more than twenty-one years 

of ages and that, according to the best of his recollection, said Stringer did cut his timber or logs for his house in 

the year 1797. . ; 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Noau Kinner.Hourson’s case, No. 1,01 on the docket of the Board, and No. 136 on the books of the Register. 


Claim:—A donation of two hundged and ninety-seven acres three roods and five polls, as assignee and lezal 
representative of Henry Nail, under the second section of the act. ; 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: . 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated in Washington county, on the west side ‘Tom- 
bigbee, butted on said river, and bounded on the north, by Jand claimed by Mrs. Ann Lawrence, on the west, by 
vacant land, and on the south, by the claim of James Callier: beginning at a small sweet gum on the river bank, 
said Callier’s corner, and runs with the river, south, eighty-seven degrees west, fifteen chains; thence, south, 
eighty-two degrees west, twenty-two chains fifty links; thence, north, eighty-two degrees west, twelve chains 
fitty links; thence, south, eighty-seven degrees west, nineteen chains; thence, north, eighty-five degrees west, five 
chains fifty links; thence, north. eighty-seven degrees west, four chains forty links to a sassafras corner, on the 
river banks thence, south, thirteen degrees west, forty-four chains fifty links, to a small pine corner; thence, south, 
fifty-nine degrees east. twenty-six chains, to a stake on James Callier’s line: thence, with his line north, forty-eight 
degrees} east, eighty-seven chains, to the beginning: having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in 
the plot annexed, containing ttvo hundred and ninety -seven acres, three roods and five poles: is claimed by Noah 
Kinner Hutson, legal representative of Henry Nail, under and by virtue of the section of the above recited act, 
and now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office, established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed 
by said act, to all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 

NOAH KINNER HUTSON, his x mark, 

Marcu 8, 1804. Legal representative of Henry Nail. 

[ Plot omitted. ] ‘ 


Surveyed 23d March, 1804, by J. Malone. Chain carriers, George Hutson and James Whitington. 
Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 460, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Regisier. 


The said chain carriers for the preceding survey were sworn before John Cailier, Esq. Justice of the Peace. 

John Callier, Esq. and George Brewer were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed,j that they were in no way interested in this claim; and the said Brewer testified, that, in 
the year 1794, Henry Nail, the person in whose right the present claimant appears, built upon and cultivated: the 
land in question, and continued to, live there until the year 1797 or 1798, when he removed off, but kept up the 
cultivation by means of other people until the year 1801 or 1802; when he sold his possessions and improvements to 
Noah Kinner Hutson, the present claimant; that he, Brewer, drew the writings for the parties, which, he understood. 
had since been lost by accident; that, in the year 1797, Henry Nail was the head of a familys that the present claim - 
ant had been in possession ever since the purchase which he made of Nail, as aforesaid. an 

The said Callier testified, that when he came into this country, in the year 1797, he found Henry Nail living on 
the land in question; that it appeared to be an old possession; that he knew that Nail continued there until the year 
1799; that, in the year 1797, Henry Nail had a wife and famrly of children. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly swern, deposed, that he made the plot 
then before the Board; that, according to his knowledge and belief, it was correct; that it included the dwelling 
house and improvements of the claimant: that there was an interfering claim; that the line of Mrs. Lawrence run 
across this plot, near to the house, on the westerly side thereof; that he knew. of no other interference. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Simon Anpry’s two cases; one commenced in page 682, the other case commences in page 683. 


Joseph Chastang was produced as a witness in these two cases, and being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, deposed, that Simon Andry, the present claimant, was more than fifty years of age; that, before and in the 
year 1795, the plantation of the said Simon Andry, on the land now claimed, was inhabited and cultivated by his 
slaves; that the said Andry being an interpreter of the Choctaw language, resided principally in Mobile, but occa- 
sionally visited this plantation to inspect the business, &c.: that the cultivation was continued in that manner until 
the year 1797, when he moved on to the land himself, and had ever since resided there the principal part of ihe time; 
that the said two tracts of land, claimed by said Andry, are adjoined and form the said plantation. 

The Board ordered that the cases be postponed for consideration. 


W ut11am Co.eman’s case, No. 102 on the docket of the Board, and No. 132 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—-A donation of four hundred and ninety-seven acres, two roods, and six poles, as assignee and legal re- 
presentative of Simon Favre, under the second section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the and claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: . 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side Tombigbee, butted on said river, 
and bounded on the southwest by Stewart’s old survey, beginning on the river bank, just above a bayou or branch, 
at the upper end of the bluff, on which stands Fort St. Stephen’s, at_a small ironwood, and runs with the old line 
south, twenty-five degrees west, crossing the bayou at one chain, in all forty-two chains ninety links, to a stake cor- 
ner, with two red oak pointers on James Griffin’s line; thence, on agreed line between the claimant and said Griffin, 
north, fifty degrees west, eighteen chains eighty-seven links, to a stake corner; thence, an agreed line south, forty 
degrees, west, fifty-five chains, to a pine corner; thence, north, sixty-fivedegrees west, thirty-four chains, fifty links, 
to a stake with a hickory and red oak pointers; thence, north, twenty-five degrees east, at fifty-eight chains, a small 
branch, in all, one hundred and sixteen chains, te a small locust tree on the river bank; thence, the meanders of the 
river to the beginning, having such marks, natural and artificial,as are represented in the plot annexed, containing 
four hundredjand ninety-seven acres, two .reods, and six poles: is claimed by William Coleman, of Washington 
county, legal representative of Simon Favre, under and by virtue of the second section of the above recited act, and 
now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office, established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by 
said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 


WILLIAM COLEMAN, 
Legal representative of Simon Favre. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 17th March, 1804, by J. Malone. Chain carriers, Nace Russel, James Griffin, and Dawson Grimes. 
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' The claimant exhibited a deed of cenveyance in the words and figures following, to wit: 

Sepan quantos esta carta vieren que yo Simon Favre, interprete de Indios en este Puesto, vendo legalmente, 
a Juan Berry, una cara, y una cerca de penchas, con todas las caranas que existen dentno de la mencionada cerca, 
sovre la Tierra, de Mon. Esturd, en el Preiri de Doscientos Banni les de mahir en Espiga, que derena Vivnanme 
en el Emban ladeno de este Juente 4 la findel mes de Octubre de este presente ano; vasa cuyas condiciones me 
sepano de todo el derecho de propiedad que tengo en dichos edificios, y cedo todo mi derecho en el mencionado 
Juan Berry, livnandele los citados en el tiempo de la evaquarios de este piesto; y para que conste lo sinmo en el su- 
erte de En. Estevan de Tombeibe, en presencia de los dos testiges, por Francisco Fontanillas y ‘Thomas Price, a los 
quatro dias del mes de Enero de mil setecientos noventa y nueve anos. —s 

SIMON FAVRE. 


Ante mi, . FERNANDO LESORO. 


On the back of which said deed is an assignment in the words and figures following, viz: ; 
{ do hereby assign all the within contents to William Coleman, for value received of him, the said Coleman, this 


21st September, 1800. JOHN BERRY 


Fran. Fonranitias, THomas Paice. 


Attest: Levin Arnswortn, his x mark, Tuomas WiL.Liams. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 454, by Epwarp Luoyp Wares, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 

The said Russel, Griffin, and Grimes, chain carriers for the preceding survey, were sworn before William 
Pierce, Justice of the Peace. , 

Francis Stringer, John Callier, and John F. McGrew, were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and in- 
terrogated by the Board, they all deposed, that they were not in, any way interested in this claim; and the said 
Stringer and McGrew testified, that, in the latter part of the year 1796, or the first part of the year 1797, Simon Favre 
entered into the possession and improvement of the land now claimed by William Coleman, as his legal repre- 
sentative; that said Favre continued to reside on and cultivate the same land, raised crops annually until after the 
Spaniards had evacuated that part of the Mississippi territory, in the spring of the year 1799; and that, in the year 
1797,"the said Favre was the head of a family. 

The said Callier testified, that he saw Simon Favre living on the land in question, in the year 1797; that he then 
nad a good crop of corn which had grown thereon that year; that he, Callier, went into Georgia and returned in June 
1799, and that said Simon Favre had removed with his family out of the country; and he understood, that Favre 
sold his possession and improvement to John Berry, who raised a crop on that land in the year 1800; that Berry af- 
terwards sold to William Coleman, the present claimant, as he had héard both the parties declare. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Ficures Lrwis’s case, commenced in page 659. 

William Gilliam, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that the plot then pre- 
sented was'correctly and truly made, according to the best of his knowledge and belief; that it included the dwelling 
house and improvements of the claimant; that, from information, he understood that George Brewer had surveyed 
Sullivan’s island, and crossed and included the whole of that survey, except a small corner. 

Thomas Sullivan was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, testified, 
that he was in no way interested in this claims that near about thé 15th of February, 1803, Figures Lewis entered 
upon the land then claimed, and set two negroes to werk on the same; that said Lewis lived at another place, but 
was there every two or three days superintending his business; that his work was continued until he moved there 
with his family in the spring season following: that, on the 3d of March, 1803, his work was. progressing, one smal! 
house was then finished, and two others partly done; that said Lewis had continued to live there ever since he 
inoved on in the spring, 1803. 

‘The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Dayiexi Jounson’s case, commenced in page 678. 

Bridget Burk was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, that 
she was frequently in the family of the present claimant’s father in the year 1795; that she then understood from the 
family, that Daniel Johnson, the present claimant, was more than ‘twenty-one years of age; that she lived in the 
family in the year 1796, and always understood the same thing; that,'in the year 1796, Daniel Johnson lived with 
his father, but carried on business by himself; that he used to go out to work with his men, which she understood 
tv be upon the land now claimed, but could not say positively that it was upon the land. . 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


DanteL Jonnson’s case, No. 103 on the docket of the Board, and No. 83 on the books of the Register. 

Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, as legal representative of William Burk, under the second 
section of the act. , os A 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in: pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, Sor re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Marcu 26, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, in the county 
of Washington, beginning at a water oak, running thence, north, one hundred and forty-three chains forty-six links, 
toa red oak corner; thence, north, eighty-one chains twenty-five links, toa corner stake; thence, east, forty-two 
chains and forty-six links, to a water oak on the Three River lakes thence, down the meanders of said lake, to the 
veginning; containing six hundred and forty acres, and hath such forms ‘and marks, both natural and artificial, as 
are fully represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by Daniel Johnson,. legal representative of William Burk, in 
and by virtue of a deed of conveyance from William Burk to the widow Elizabeth McKim, and from the widow 
i. McKim to said D. Johnson, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl 
river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot here- 


with tiled. ‘ . 
[Plot omitted. ] : 
Surveyed 22d, March, 1804, oy John Dease. Chain bearers, James Dean, Amos Reed. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 239, by Eowarp Lioyp Waizgs, for 
; JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed from Elizabeth McKim, bearing date the 3d of September, 1803, duly executed, 
conveying to the said Daniel Johnson all the said Elizabeth’s right and claim to the said tract of land, and the 
improvements made thereon. | 

Ephraim Barker and Bridget Burk were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in the establishment of this claim. 
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The said Burk testified, that, in the year 1797, William Burk, now deceased, then the husband of the witness, 
commenced the improvement of the land in question, by clearing a little land, preparing for a garden, planting some 
fruit trees, &c. and moved on with the family in the month of January or February, 1798, fi raised a crop on the 
land that years that in the last part of the same year, he sold his possession and improvement to the widow Elizabeth 
McKim, who took possession, and continued to inhabit and cultivate the same until last year, except one year that 


she rented it. is 
The said Barker testified, that, in the year 1797, William Burk began his improvements on the land now in ques- 
tion, by building a smoke house, and beginning his dwelling house, &c.; that he moved his family on in the year 1798; 


that he, Barker, saw that year a crop of corn growing there; that Burk was a married man in the year 1797. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Sotomon Boyxtn’s case, No. 104 on the docket of the Board, and No. 153 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A right of pre-emption of five hundred and two acres, as assignee and legal representative of Elizabeth 


Reed, under the third section of the act. ; xa i 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claiims to land south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Marcu 28, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Bassett’s creek, on the west side 
of Tombigbee, in the county of Washington, beginning at sweet gum, ona lakes thence, with the lake, to a sweet 
gum; thence, north, sixty-seven degrees west, eighty-three chains, to a post oak corner; thence, south, twenty-three 
degrees west, eighty-two chains, to a black gum, on Bassett’s creek; thence, with the said creek, to the beginning, 
and hath such marks and forms, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing 
five hundred and two acres: is claimed by Solomon Boykin, legal representative of Elizabeth Reed, in and by virtue 
of the third section of the said act, as a pre-emption; and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office estab- 
lished east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer,as also to a copy 


of the plot herewith filed. 
SOLOMON BOYKIN, 
. Legal representative of Elizabeth Reed: 


[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 7th of March, 1804, by Robert Ligon. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 482, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, for : 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


' Kinchen Boykin and John Smith, chain carriers for the preceding survey, were sworn before John Callier, Esq. 


Justice of Peace. 


Robert Ligon and Francis Boykin were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn ‘and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that, in the year 1802, Robert House inhabited and 
improved the land in question, and that he sold his possession and improvement to the widow Elizabeth Reed, who 
went into possession, and continued there, from the spring of the year 1803, until about the month of December, 
1803, when she relinquished her claim to House, not being able tv pay him the purchase money; that, during the time 
that she lived there, in the spring and summer of 1803, she cultivated a small garden for family purposes, which was 
the only cultivation she had on the land; that, when she relinquished and left the place, House sold it to the present 
claimant, who immediately went into possession, and has continued in possession ever since; that Elizabeth Reed 
was more than twenty-one years of age on the 3d of March, 1803. a 

The said Ligon further testified, that he knew that Elizabeth Reed was in possession of the premises before and 
on the 3d of March, 1803; that the plot of the land claimed was made by him; that it was accurately laid down 
according to the best of his knowledge and belief; that he knew of no interfering lines or claims. : 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. . 


Adjourned until Thursday, the 29th instant. 
Tuurspay, March 29, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Epya Bixso, administratrix of Matthew Bilbo, deceased, case No. 105 on the docket of the Board, and No. 131 


on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A donation of four hundred and one acres, under the section of the act. 
The claimant presented her claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 


figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Marcu 29, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying on an island called Bilbo’s island, in the county of 
Washington, beginning at the most northernmost part of the island, and running down the eastward river to the con- 
fluence of the same; thence, up the southwest river, to the confluence of the creek known by the name of Bilbo’s 
creek; thence, northwardly, to the beginning, containing four hundred and one acres, having such shape, form, and 
marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, is claimed by Edna Bilbo, for the heirs of Mat- 
thew Bilbo, and now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by 


said act. ‘To all which she begs leave to refer. 
EDNA BILBO, 
For the heirs of Matthew Bilbo. 





. [Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed 16th March, 1804, by Robert Ligon. Chain carriers, George Farrar and Cornelius Rain. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 452, by Eow. Lroyp Wares, for 
. JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Regiséer. 
The chain carriers above named were sworn before Figures Lewis, Esq. Justice of Peace. 


The claimant produced letters of administration granted to her, and duly authenticated, bearing date 8th of 


April, 1804. ; 
John Callier and Cornelius Rain were — as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated, they de- 
posed, that they had no interest, nor did they expect any, in this claim. 


The said Callier testified, that Matthew Bilbo came to this county with him, in the winter-of the year 1797, and, 
as he, Callier, believed, cultivated the land in question, in the year 1798, and continued to cultivate the same until 
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his deaths that his wife had cultivated the same ever since; that the land, being low ground, was subject to-be inun- 
dated, and therefore not suitable to build and live upon; that Matthew Bilbo built his dwelling house on the high 
land near the same, and that he was, in the year 1797, the head of a family. ‘ 
The said Rain testified the same, as did said Callier, excepting the words ** with him,” which words Rain omitted. 
Robert Ligon, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the land 
then in: question, and made the plot exhibited to the Board, which gave a true representation of said lands that it had 
such marks natural as are therein represented, and that he knew of no interfering lines. 
‘The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Bripcer Burke, administratrix of William Burke, deceased, case No. 106 on the docket of the Board, and 
No. 83 on the books of the Register. 

‘Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, as assignee and legal representative of Thomas Jones, under 
the —— section of the act. 

The claimant presented her claim, tog 
figures, viz: 

To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1893, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to land south of Ternessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of ‘Tombigbee, in the county of 
Washington, beginning at a sassafras on the-river bank, and running north, seventy-three degrees west, one hundred 
and one chains and twenty links, to a water vak; thence, north, seventeen degrees east, forty chains, toa cypress; 
thence, south, eighty degrees west, fifty-seven chains, toa pine; thence, south, ten degrees east, fifty chains, toa pine 
on Bilbo’s creek; thence, down said creek to the river, and up the various courses of the river to the beginning; and 
hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing six 
hundred and forty acres: is claimed by the widow Bridget Burke, in and by virtue of a deed of conveyance from 
‘Thomas Jones to the deceased William Burke: and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established 
east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘Toall which she begs leave to refer, as‘also to a copy of 


the plot herewith filed. 
BRIDGET BURKE, her x mark, 
Marcu 26, 1804. Administratrix of her deceased husband, William Burke. 


ether with a surveyor’s plot of land ciaimed, in the following words and 


[Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed March 22, 1804, by John Dease. Chain bearers, James Dean and James Powel. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 241, by Epw. Liroyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant produced. letters of administration to her, duly granted and authenticated, bearing date the 16th 
day of September, 1803. ! 

Ephraim Barker and Francis Stringer were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that ‘Thomas Jones, the person in whose right 
the present claimant appears, moved his family on to the land in question in the year 1796; made acrop thereon in 
1797; that his family continued to reside there until the last part of the year 1798, when William Burke, now de- 
ceased, purchased the possession and improvements which Jones had made, and removed there with his family, and 
there continued until the time of his death, which happened in the course of last year: that the said Thomas Jones 
was the head of a family in the year 1797. ’ 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Ann Lawrence’s case, No. 107 on the docket of the Board, and No. 133 on the books of the Register. 


Claim:—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented her claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in "phere of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side ef Tombigbee river, in the coun- 
ty of Washington, beginning at a stake on the river bank, and runs south, seventeen degrees west, crossing a small 
branch at forty chains ninety links, another at sixty-six chains, in all, eighty-eight chains, to a large pine corner; 
thence, north, seventy-three degrees west, cressing Brewer’s mill creek at sixty chains, about two chains below the 
mill, in all, eighty chains, to a stake corner; thence, north, seventeen degrees east, seventy-two chains, to a water 
oak, George Brewer’s corner, on the river bank; thence, the meanders of the river, to the beginning, containing six 
hundred and forty acres, having such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the 
plot annexed: is claimed by Ann Lawrence, in and by virtue of the second section of the act, as a donation, and is 
now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said 


act. To all which she begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
JoserH LawrENce, for 


ANN LAWRENCE. 
. [Plot omitted.] : 


Marcu 28th, 1804. 


Surveyed 13th February, 1804, by J. Malone. Chain carriers, Kenith Hutson and David Gains, Junior. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 456, by Epw. Lioyp Watzss, for 
; JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Young Gains and George Brewer, Junior, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated 
by the Board, they testified, that they had no interest whatever in this claim; that Ann Lawrence had inhabited and 
cultivated upon the land then in question ever since the year 1795; that she was, on the 27th of October, 1797, above 


twenty-five years of age. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Dunn’s case, No. 108 on the docket of the Board, and No. 152 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A right of pre-emption of three hundred and ninety-one acres, one rood, and thirty-nine poles, under 


the third section of the act. _ : ; : 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 


figures, viz: : 

To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. ; 

Please to. take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on Tombigbee river, butted on said river, and 

. bounded north by the claim of Francis Stringer, and on the west by vacant land, and on the south by the claim of 

Nathan Blackwell, pea on Stringer’s maple corner, on the river bank, and runs with his’ line south, sixty-two 

degrees west, thirty chains fifty links, to a bay corner; thence, north, forty-three degrees west, twenty-four chains, 
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toa stake, with two sassafras anda mulberry pointers; thence, south, forty-seven degrees west, seventy-three chains, 
to a small pine corner; thence, south, forty-three degrees east, seventeen chains, to a small red oak corners thence 
north, thirty-eight degrees east, twelve chains fifteen links to a stake, Nathan Blackwell’s corner; thence with his 
line south, sixty-eight degrees.east, sixty-three chains, (passing Blackwell’s sweet gum corner one chain fifty links) 
toa stake corner on the river bank; thence, the meanders of the river, to the beginning, having such marks, natural 
and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed; containing three hundred and ninety-one acres, one rood, and 
thirty-nine polls: is claimed by John Dunn, under and by virtue of a settlement in the year 1802, and now exhibited 
unto the Register of the Land Office, established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To ali 
which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 
JOHN DUNN. 


Marcu 24, 1804. f Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 24th March, 1804, by J. Malone. Chain carriers, Kinchen Boykin and Rice Wells. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 481, by Enwarp Luoyp Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Regis/er. 


The said chain carriers, Boykin and Wells, were sworn before John Callier, Esq. Justice of the Peace. 

Francis Boykin and Francis Stringer were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by‘the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in the establishment of this claim; that John Dunn, the present 
claimant, built a house and moved his family on to the land, then in question, in the year 1802; that he had continu- 
ed to live there ever since, and made acrop on the land in 1803; that, on the 3d of March of that year-he was the 
nead of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Tuomas Matonz’s case, No. 109 on the docket of the Board, and No. 146 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A right of pre-emption of three hundred and thirty acres, under the third section of the act. 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving and ad- 
justing the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, Washington 
county, butted on said river, and bounded on the north by the claim of Colonel John Callier, on the west by vacant 
land, and on the south.by the claim of Francis Stringer, beginning on an elm. on the river bank, Colonel Callier’s’ 
lower corner; and runs with his line south, forty-seven degrees west, twenty-four chains eighty-six links, to an 
ironwood corner; thence, south, thirty-seven degrees east} forty-four chains seventy-five links, to a white oak cor- 
ners thence, north, iorty-seven degrees east, thirty-two chains, to a white oak-corner, an agreed line between the 
claimant and F. Stringers thence, south, forty-three degrees east, thirty chains, to a stake corner; thence, north, 
sixty-three degrees east, forty-one chains fifty links, to a large ash, on the river bank; thence, the meanders of the 
river, to the beginnings having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed; contain- 
ing three hundred and thirty acres: is claimed by Thomas Malone, under and by virtue of the third section of the 
above recited act,and now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be re- 
corded as directed by said act. ‘lo all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 


Marcu 23, 1804. T. MALONE. 
[Plot omitted. ] : 


Surveyed 23d March, 1804, by J. Malone. Chain carriers, Noah Pelcher and Francis Stringer. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 473, by E>warp Lioyp Wass, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Resister. 

The above named chain carriers were sworn before Figures Lewis, Esquire, Justice of the Peace. 

John Callierand James Callier, Esquires, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated 
by the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this case; that Thomas Malone. the present claimant. 
went to reside on the land in question in the year 1802, and had cultivated it ever since, and resided there on the 5d. 
of March 1803; thathe was, at that time, more than twenty-one years of age. 

. The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. > 


James Caer, representative of Bryant and Snelgroves case commenced in page 651. 

James Griffin was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, testified, that the parties Jesse Briant and 
Henry Snelgrove executed and delivered the writing presented to the Board, on the 19th day of September, 1800, 
for purposes therein mentioned, and agreeably to the tenor thereof, as it had been read to him; that he made his 
mark as a witness to the same, as did also Samuel Griffin witness the same in his presence. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed fur consideration. 


Epwarp Creicuron, representative of Benjamin King; case commenced in page 699. 


John Callier, Esquire, was presented as a witness,and being duly sworn, testified, that in the year 1801, he went 
in company with Benjamin King to look out a piece of vacant land on which to erect a cotton gins that he pitched 
upon the land now in question, and according to his, the witness’s, best recollection, erected his cotton gin there 
in the same year, or in the beginning of the year 1802, and continued to reside there until after the 3d of March, 1803: 
that, on that day, King was more than twenty-one years of age. , : . 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for* consideration. 


Heirs of James Copexen, case No. 110 on the docket of the Board, and Ne. 66 on the books of the Register. 


Ciaim.—A donation of six hundred and forty.acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: ‘ 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee; and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the ‘Three River lake, on the west side of Tom- 
bigbee river, in the county of Washington, beginning on the bank of the Three River lake, ona water oak; running, 
thence, up the branch of the lake north, nine degrees west, forty chains, to a stake; thence, south, sixty degrees 
west, twelve chains, to Barker’s corner, on a sweet gum; thence, the same course, continued with his. line eighty 
chains, to the other corner, on a sweet gum; course still continued twenty-four chains, to a sweet gum, on the Boggy 
swainp; course continued fifty-seven chains further, to a stake; thence, south, thirty degrees west, thirty-eight 
chains, to a stakes thence, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully 
represented in-the plot annexed, containing six hundred and forty acres: is claimed by the heirs of James Copelen, 
deceased, in and by virtue of the second section of the said act of Congress, as a donation, and is now exhibited to 
the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all 
which they beg leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

The Heirs of JAMES COPELEN. 


Marcu 24, 1804. (Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed the 20th of March, 1804, by Natt. Christmas. Chain bearers, Edward Smith and William Rain. 


Etnered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 189, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, for 
: JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
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. Ephraim Barker and Elizabeth Bates were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this case: and the said Barker testified. that James Copelen, 
deceased, built, settled, and improved on the tract of land then in question, in the latter part of the year 1797; that 
he made a crop on the same in the year 1798, and continued to inhabit and cultivate the same from the year 1797 
until his death, which happened about one year since; that said Copelen was the head of a family in the year 1797. 

The said Elizabeth testified, that James Copelen, deceased, inhabited the land then in question, between seven 
and eight years last past, and did continue to inhabit and cultivate the same until his decease, which happened about 
one year since; and that said Copelen was the head of a family when he settled upon this land. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Tuomas Sunuivant’s case, No. 111 on the docket of the Board, and No. 150 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of two hundred and forty acres, under the third section of the act. 
_ The claimant presented: his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of .the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, viz: ° 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of Jand, situated on the west side of ‘ltombigbee river, in the county ° 
of Washington, beginning ata black gum, thence, running south, seventy-five degrees west, sixty chains, to a pines 
thence, north, fifteen degrees west, forty chains, to a stake; thence, north, seventy-five degrees east, sixty chains, to 
a stake; thence, south, fifteen degrees east, forty chains, to the beginning; containing two hundred and forty acres, 
having such shape, form,and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by 
Thomas Sullivant, in and by virtue of the third section of the said act, as a pre-emption, and is now exhibited to 
the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs 


leave to refer, as also to the plot annexed. 

: : _— ; THOMAS SULLIVANT, his x mark. 
Marcu 28, 1804. . [Plot omitted. ] . 
Surveyed by William Gilliam. Chain carriers, Owen Sullivant and ‘Thomas Sullivant. 


intéred in record of claims, vol. 1, page 479, by Epwarp Lioyp Wai es, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Ephraim Barker and John Denley were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board. they deposed, that they had no interest in this ‘claim; that the claimant inhabited and cultivated the land 
then in question on the 3d of March, 1803; and that he was on that day the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Tuomas Suttivayt, Junior’s, case, No. 112 on the docket of the Board, and No. 149 on the books of the 
Register. : 

Claim.— A right of pre-emption of one hundred and ninety acres, under the third section of the act. 

‘The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
andfigures, to wit: + 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv 

ing and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on Three River lake, in the county of Washington, 
beginning on a hickory; thence, north, thirty-eight degrees east, thirty-seven chains, to a ‘stakes thence, south, 
sixty-four degrees east, seventy-six chains, to a stakes, thence, south, four degrees east, twenty-six chains, to a 
hickory corner; thence, up the Three River lake, as is plotted, to the beginning; and hath such forms. and marks, 
both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed; containing one hundred and ninety acres: 
is claimed by Thomas Sullivant, Junior, in and by virtue of a pre-emption; and is now exhibited to the Register 
of the Land Office, established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs 
leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. © - ‘ 

Tuomas SuLivant, his x mark, for 
Marcu, 1804. THOMAS SULLIVANT, Jen. 
{Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed, 9th of March, 1804, by Natt. Christmas, Chain bearers, John Wheat, James Bilbo. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 478, by Epwp. Lioyp Waites,stor 
; JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Thomas Sullivant, Senior, and Ephraim Barker were produced as. witnesses, and, being duly sworn and inter- 
rogated by the Board, they deposed, that they were not in any way interested in this claim; that the land in 
question being Jow land, and subject to annual inundation, could not be built upon, but Thomas Sullivant, Junior, 
the claimant, cultivated on the same from the year 1802, by himself or representative, until the then present time; 
and that said Thomas Sullivant was, on the 3d of March 1803, the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Sanpers Rea’s case, No. 113 on the docket of the Board, and No. 78 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and fifty-eight acres, under the third section of the act. 
rhe claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
: and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, on the waters 
of Johnson’s creek, in the county of Washington, beginning at a water oak, and running thence, north, twenty- 
two degrees east, thirty-one chains seventy-five links, to a water oak corner; thence, north, sixty-eight degrees 
west, fifty chains; thence, south, twenty-two degrees west, thirty-one chains seventy-five links, to a pine corner; 
thence, south, sixty-eight degrees east, fifty chains, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural 
and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed; containing one hundred and fifty acres: is claimed by 
Sanders Rea, in and by virtue of the third section of the act, as a pre-emption; and is now exhibited to the Register 
of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, 


as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
SANDERS REA, his x mark. 


Marcu 28, 1804. [ Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed by Robert Ligon. : 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 226, by Epwp. Luoyp Waites, for « 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
Solomon Boykin and Jonas Rea, chain carriers for the preceding survey, were sworn before John Callier and 
Figures Lewis, Esquires, Justices of the Peace. : 
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Robert Ligon and Edward Lloyd Wailes were produced as witnesses, and, being dulj sworn and interrogated 
by the Board, they testified, that they were not interested in this claim; that they believed that Sanders Rea 
had inhabited upon the land then claimed from the year 1802 until the then present times that he was, on the 3d of 
March, 1803, the head of a family. 

The said Ligon further testified, that this land was surveyed by him; that the plot then presented to the Board 
eave a true representation of the land then claimed; that John Brewer, Esquire, claims about fifty acres thereof, 
from the north side, under and by virtue of a donation. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


RicuarD 8. Bryan and Grorct Brewer, Senior; case commenced in page 711. 

a Huckaby,one of the chain carriers for the survey in this case, was sworn before William Pierce, Justice 
of reace. 

John Gordon was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, testified. that he 
was not interested in this claim; that he saw laborers in the employment and tor the use of Richard §, Bryan, im- 
proving upon the land then in question, in the month of February, 1803; that he believed that said land had been in 
a continual state of improvement from the said month of February, 1803, until the then present times and that he 
believed the said Bryan was, on the 3d day of March, twenty-one years of age. . 

Question. Do you know whether Sluder inhabited and cultivated within the limits of the tract now claimed, and 
about what time, and for whose use? 

Answer. I saw John Sluder living within the limits of the tract of land now in question in the month of Feb- 
ruary, 1803; but whether for his own account, or for the benefit of said Bryant, 1 do not know. 

‘The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Carrier, representative of Adam Hollinger; case commenced in page 688. 

Noah Pelcher and Francis Stringer, chain carriers for the survey in this case, were sworn before Figures Lewis, 
Esquire, Justice of Peace. 

‘John Baker, George Brewer, and Francis Boykin, were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and 
interrogated by the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest whafever in this case. 

The said Baker testified, that Wilford Hoggatt, the person in whose favor the Spanish warrant of survey for 
the land in question issued, was a resident on said Jand at and before the date of said warrant, in the year 1798, 
and did perform the conditions on which said warrant was to become valid; that he was, at the date of said warrant, 
more than twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family; that said land had been annually cultivated ever 
since, by some person holding under said Hoggatt; and that, in the year 1795, it was cultivated by Adam Hollinger, 
a resident in this county, then claiming said land by a title derived from said Hoggatt. 

The said Brewer testified, that he came to this country in the year 1791, and that Wilford Hoggatt then lived 
upon and cultivated the land in question; and, from that period, agreed with the testimony of John Baker, as above; 
and. further, that he, Brewer, heard Wilford Hoggatt say, that he had.sold said land to Leonard Marbury; and also 
erro frem the information of others, that Marbury, by his attorney, John Joyce, sold the same to Adam 

ollinger. 

T - said Boykin testified, that, when he came to this country, in the year 1791, Hoggatt was in the possession 
of the said lands that, about the year 1783, Hoggatt sold to Marbury, who afterwards soid, by his attorney, Joyce, 
to Adam Hollinger, who cultivated the same in 1795; that said land had been peaceably possessed and cultivatec: 
by the several persons, holding title under said Hoggatt, to the then present time. 


Francis Boykin, representative of Adam Hollinger; case commenced in page 687. 

Francis Stringer, George Brewer, Junior, John Baker, and Nathan Blackwell, were presented as witnesses, 
and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, they deposed, that they were hot interested in this claim. 

The said Brewer and Stringer testified, that, in the year 1795, Adam Holiinger inhabited and cultivated the land 
in questions that they believed that said Boykin entered into the possession thereof in the year 1796; that he had 
ever since continued to inhabit and cultivate the same; that Adam Hollinger, on the 10th of June, 1795, was the 
head of a family. 

The said Stringer further testified, that he heard the said Hollinger say that he had sold and transferred said 
‘land to Francis Boykin for a valuable consideration. 

The said Baker testified, that Adam Hollinger did inhabit and cultivate on the Jand then in question in May, 
1795; that he, Baker, knew that the same had been inhabited and cultivated ever since, either by said Hollinger, 
or Francis Boykin, the present claimant; that Adam Hollinger, on the 10th of June, 1795, was the head of a family. 

The said Blackwell testified, that, on the 27th of October,.1795, Adam Hollinger inhabited and cultivated the 
land in question; that he had heard said Hollinger say that he had sold the same to Francis Boykin; and that Boy- 
kin entered into the possession thereof on the day that Hollinger quitted the same, which he, Blackwell, believed 
was in the month of December, 1795; that said Boykin had continued to inhabit and cultivate on said land ever 
since. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Brewer, representative of Charles Arbon Demoy; case commenced in page 685. 


Hiram Mounger and Ephraim Barker were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this case; that, from the year 1791, until the 27th day of Oc- 
tober, 1795, and afterwards, Charles Arbon Demoy, by his slaves, inhabited and cultivated the land in question; 
o they believed that said Charles Arbon Demoy was, on the 27th of October, 1787, more than twenty-one years 
of age. 

Robert Ligon, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that the piot then presente: 
to the Beard exhibited a true representation of the land then claimed; that he surveyed the same; that he knew of 
no other claim which interfered with said land, and believed there was none. - 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James DENLEy, representative of Daniel Ward; case commenced in page 693. 

Hiram Mounger and George Dickey, chain carriers for the survey in this case, were sworn before William H. 
Hargrave, Esq. Justice of the Peace. ‘ 

cam Mounger and Ephraim Barker were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they were not in any way interested in this case; that, in the year 1791, the land in 
question had the appearance, and they believed was cultivated many years previous thereto; that it had been culti- 
vated every year since that time; and that James Denley inhabited and cultivated the same, by his slaves, on the 27th 
day of October, 1795. ' 

John Baker and ‘Thomas Bilbo, surveyor, were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said Baker 
testified, that, on the 22d of October, 1787, Daniel Ward was more than twenty-one years of age; that Ward culti- 
vated the same land in question, ‘agreeable to the tenor of his Spanish grant for the same; and that James Denley 
cultivated the same, by his slaves, on the 27th of October, 17953 that said land being subject to inundations prevents 
it from being a proper site for a dwelling-house or houses to be built upon. 

The said Bilbo testified, that he surveyed the land then in question; that the plot exhibits a true representation 
of the Jand claimed, with such marks, natural and artificial, as were therein laid down; that there were no lines of 
other claims that interfered with that; that its lines did not interfere with those of any other claim that he knew of. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
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James Den.ey, representative of Solomon Johnson; case commenced in page 690. 


Hiram Mounger and Ephraim Barker were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest whatever in this claim; that, in the year 1795, the land in ques- 
tion was cultivated by Solomon Johnson, or for his use; that he was then a resident in this county; and that they 
fully believe, from his appearance, that he was at that time more than twenty-one years of age. : 

Robert Ligon, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the land 
then in question, and made the plot then exhibited to the Board, which gave a correct view of the land in question, 
and had marks, natural and artificial, as were in that plot represented, and that he did not know of any interfering 


lines. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James DenLEy’s case, commenced in page 689. 

George Dickey and James Donally, chain carriers for the survey in this case, and also for the survey in the said 
Denley’s preceding case, were sworn before William H. Hargrave, Justice of the Peace. ; 

John Brewer, Esquire, and Hiram Mounger, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interro- 
gated by the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this case; that from, and previous to, the year 1791, 
James Denley cultivated the 1and then in question by his slaves or tenants, and that he did actually so cultivate the 
same on the 27th day of October, 1795; and that, on the 22d day of October, 1787, James Denley, as they believed, 
was more than twenty-one years of age. ; ' 

Robert Ligon, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the land 
then in question, and made the plot then exhibited to the Board, which gave a correct representation of said land, . 
as circumstances would enable him to make, a part thereof being so deeply covered with water as to prevent an 
actual measurement thereof to be taken; that he knew of no interfering lines. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Adjourned until Friday, the 30th instant. 
Frivay, March 30, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Epwin Lewis, representative of William Green; case commenced in page 711. 


Robert Ligon, surveyor. was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the land 
then in question; that the plot exhibits a true representation of the land claimed; that there is an improvement 
claimed by Richard 8. Bryan, which improvement was made by said Bryan within the limits of said survey. 


Ann Lawrence, representative of Moses Moore; case commenced in page 688. 


John Baker, James Denley, Ephraim Barker, Daniel Johnson, and Young Gains, were produced as witnesses, 
and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this case. 

The said Baker and Denley testified, that they knew that Moses Moore inhabited and cultivated the land then 
in question, from the year 1786 until his death, which happened in the year 1791, and that he was the head of a 
— on the 22d day of October, 1787. . 

The said Barker testified, that he believed that Margaret Moore, the widow of the deceased, left her son, Cor- 
nelius Rain, on the land then in question, who did cultivate and inhabit the same on the 27th day of October, 1795, 
and as he, Barker, believed, for account of the said Margaret Moore. 

The said Johnson testified, that he believed that the land in question was cultivated in the year 1795 by Corne- 
lius Rain; that said Rain told him that said cultivation was for his own use and account; that he, Johnson, and his 
father commenced cultivation on said land in the year 1800, as weil as he recollected, by the consent of Mrs. Law- 
rence; that one of them had continued to cultivate thereon ever since; that he had heard his father, John Johnson, 
say that he was to pay Mrs. Lawrence rent for the cultivation of the land the last year. 

Question. Is Mrs. Moore, the widow of Moses Moore, dead, and at or about what time did she die? 

Answer. She is dead, and her death happened in the year 1800, according to my best understanding and belief. 

The said Gains testified, that in or about the year 1800 or 1801, Daniel Johnson applied to him to rent the land 
in question; that he told him that Cornelius Rain was the proper person to apply to for that purpose, as Mrs. Moore, 
then Mrs. Linder, had the use of it, by will, during her life-time, and that he believed that Cornaines Rain, her son, 
acted as her agent; he, Johnson, replied and said, that Mrs. Linder, late Mrs. Moore, was deceased; he, Gains, 
then told him he would speak to Mrs. Lawrence, and ee did so; that she agreed that it should be rented 
to Mr. Daniel Johnson, or his father, John Johnson, for the consideration that he would put and keep up a good and 
sufficient fence round the field, which he or they agreed to do, and, as he believed, did do. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


The uErrs oF James McGrew, case commenced in page 686. 


Young Gains, Jun. and Dawson Grimes, chain carriers for the survey in this case, were sworn before William 
Pierce, Esquire, Justice of the Peace. 

George Brewer, Jun. and Francis Boykin were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated 
by the Board, they deposed, that they were not in any way interested in this claim; that they knew that James 
McGrew, deceased, did, on the 27th of October, 1795, inhabit and cultivate, before and since, upon a tract of land 
lying below Fort St. Stephen’s, on the Tombigbee river, but they could not say whether the land so inhabited and 
cultivated lay within the lines represented by the plot then exhibited to the Board; that they believed that the said 
James McGrew was more than twenty-one years of age on the 9th day of February, 1788. 

John Baker was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he knew that James McGrew did 
cultivate and inhabit on the land in question in the year 1788, and that James McGrew, or his family, cultivated on 
the same land on the 27th day of October, 1795; that said James McGrew was, on the 9th day of February, 1788, 
the head of a family, and more than twenty-one years of age. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Gurorce Brewer, Jun. representative of Valentine Dubroca; case commenced in page 684. 


John Baker, James Denley, and Hiram a were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and inter- 
rogated by the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this case. 

The said Baker and Denley testified, that, from the year 1787 until 1796, Valentine Dubroca, by his son and 
slaves, inhabited and cultivated the land in question, and that he did actually inhabit and cultivate the same on the 
27th of October, 1795; and that the said Dubroca was, on the 22d of October, 1787, more than twenty-one years of 


age. . 
The said Mounger testified, that, from the year 1791 until 1796, the land in question was cultivated by the over- 
seer and slaves of Valentine Dubroca and Dominique de Olive. 
_ Robert Ligon, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the land 
in question; that the plot exhibits a true and correct representation of the same, agreeably to the tenor of the Spanish 
prey of survey under which it was claimed, and had such marks, natural and artificial, as were therein repre- 
sented. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
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The ners oF Emanvet Cueney, case No. 114 on the docket of the Board, and No. 144 on the books of the Re- 


gister. 

Claim.—A right of pre-emption of two hundred and fifty-three acres, two roods, and twenty-six poles, as repre- 

sentatives of Levin Hainsworth, under the third section of the act. , : er ny pre 
The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated in Washington county, on the waters of McGrew’s 
creek, and bounded onall sides by vacant land; beginning at a post oak, and runs north, seventy-three degrees east, 
fifty-five chains, to a red oak corner; thence, north, fourteen degrees east, sixteen chains ten links, ‘to a large red oak; 
thence, north, sixty-one degrees west, sixty chains sixteen links, to a post oak corners thence, south, thirty-five 
degrees west, twenty-seven chains fifty links, to a post oak; thence, to the beginning; having such marks, natural 
aa artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed; containing two hundred and fifty-three acres, two roods, and 
twenty-six poles: is claimed by the heirs of Emanuel Cheney, legal representatives of Levin Hainsworth, under and 
by virtue of the third section of the above recited act, and now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office, esta- 
blished east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘Toall which they beg leave to refer, as also to 


the copy of the plot herewith filed. 
; SALLY CHENEY, 4dministratriz, 
J.J. M°7GREW, Admin. of the estate of Emanuel Cheney, deceased, 
Legal representatives of Levin Hainsworth. 


Marcu 29, 1804. 
_ [Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed March 29th, 1804, by T. Malone. Chain carriers, William McGrew and William Kerr. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 471, by Ep>warp Lioyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


William Hunt and John Gordon were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they had no interest, directly or indirectly, in this claim; that Levin Hainsworth inhabited 
and cultivated the land in question on the 3d day of March, 1803, and before that time; that he, Hainsworth, was, 
on the said 3d day of March, 1803, the head of a a that Levin Hainsworth had told them that he sold and 
delivered his possession and improvements to the said Emanuel Cheney, deceased, for a valuable consideration; 
that they believed that said bargain took place in the summer of the year 1803; that, in the latter part of:that year, 
said Hainsworth removed therefrom, and said Emanuel Cheney entered into the possession of the same, and did 
inhabit and cultivate the same until his death, which happened in the latter part of the year 1803. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the 
land then in question, and made the plot exhibited to the Board, which gave a true representation of the land claim- 
ed; that there were no lines that interfered with that claim, and that its lines did not interfere with any other claim; 
that he believed ail the adjoining land to be vacant. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


GeorcE Brewer, Junior’s, case, No. 115 on the docket of the Board, and No. 134 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A donation of six hundred and twenty-nine acres, two roods, and thirty-six poles, under the second 


section of the act. ; : j ; ; 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee, in the county 
of Washington, beginning at a water oak, on Mrs. Lawrence’s line, running south, thirty degrees west, one hundred 
and twenty chains, toa stake; thence, north, sixty degrees west, fifty-three chains twenty-two links, toa stake; 
thence, with Thomas Malone’s line, north, thirty degrees east, one hundred and twenty chains, to a sycamore on 
the river; thence, with the river to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are 
fully represented in the plot annexed, containing six hundred and twenty-nine acres, two roods, and thirty-six poles: 
fem by George Brewer, Jun. in and by virtue of the second section of the said act, as a donation; and is now 


isc 
exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. 


To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 
GEO. BREWER, Jun. 


Marcu 28, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed for George Brewer by T. Malone. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 458, by Epwarp Lioyp Wa1zrs, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Hiram Mounger, James Denley, and John Baker were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, they 
deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; that George Brewer, Jun. had been in the uninterrupted cultivation 
and habitation of the land in question, from the year 1794, until the 30th of March, 1804; and that said Brewer was 


the head of a family in the year 1797. : ; 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wittiam H. Harerave’s case, No. 116 on the docket of the Board, and No. 148 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of two hundred and sixty-two acres, as assignee and legal representative of 
Stephen Williams, under the third section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 


ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that_the (hye nel land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee, on the Sun- 
flower creek, in the county of Washington, beginning at the commencement of Lee’s and Denley’s line; runnin 

thence, north, fifty-five — west, seventy chains, to a post oak corner, on Watley’s survey; and thence, wit 

said survey, to Brashear’s line, and with the said line to a white oak, and thence, a square, with the said line, to a 
creek called the Sunflower, and down the said creek to Denley’s line, and with the said line to the beginning; and 
hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed; containing two 
hundred and sixty-two acres: is claimed by William H. Hargrave, representative of Stephen Williams, in and 
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by virtue of the third section of the said act, as a pre-emption, and is now exhibited to the Register-of the Land 
Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he-begs leave to refer, 


as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
WILLIAM H. HARGRAVE, 
Representative of Stephen Williams. 
Marcu 28th, 1804. 
f {Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed by Robert Ligon. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 476, by Epwarp Liorp Waizes, for i 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance from Stephen Williams, duly executed, conveying to the said 
William H. Hargrave all the said Williams’s right and interest to the said tract of land, and the improvements 
thereon made. 

Hiram Mounger and James Denley were presented as witnesses, and, being duly.sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this case; that Stephen Williams built a house upon the 
Jand then in question in the year 1801; that said Williams was a blacksmith, and continued to inhabit the land on 
the 3d day of March, 1803; and that Williams was, on said 3d day of March, more than twenty-one years of age; 
that William H. Hargrave, by the consent, and under Williams, made a crop on said Jand, in the summer of said 
year 1803, and that said Hargrave continued in the possession when Williams removed therefrom, and was stil! 
in possession of the same; that he had heard Stephen Williams, the person under whom said Hargrave claims, 
say that he sold said land to said Hargrave. 

John Denley and Robert Ligon, surveyor, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said Denle 
testified, that be saw Stephen Williams sign and deliver the instrument of writing then presented to the Board, 
aene to be a conveyance of the land in question from said Williams to said Hargrave; and that since James 

enley subscribed his name as a witness thereto, that said instrument of writing was made, executed, and delivered 
for the purposes therein mentioned, in and about six months ago. - 

The said Ligon deposed, that he surveyed the land in question; that the plot represents a true and correct view 
of the land claimed, with such marks, natural and artificial, as were therein represented. 

Question. Why was said land located in such unshapely form? 

Answer. I had no chain carriers, and it is bounded on all sides by other lands actually surveyed by me, and was 
put in the present form to prevent an interference with other claims. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wattam H. Harerave’s case, No. 117 on the docket of the Board, and No. 156 on the books of the Register- 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of three hundred and eighteen acres, under the third section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 


figures, viz: 


To the Commissioners appointed in ae of the act of Congress passed 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Sunflower creek, in the county of 
Washington, beginning at Jordan Morgan’s white oak corner, on Nicholas Perkins’s line, running thence, west, sixty 
chains, to a stake; thence, south, twenty: degrees west, fifty-three chains, to a stake; thence, parallel with the first 
line, to Perkins’s sweet gum corner, sixty chains; thence, along Perkins’s line, fifty-three chains, to the beginning; 
having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed: is claimed 
by William H. Hargrave, in and by virtue of the third section of the said act, as a pre-emption, and is now exhi- 
bited to the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which 


he begs leave to refer, as also to the plot annexed. 
WILLIAM H. HARGRAVE. 


Marcu 29, 1804, 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed, March 29, 1804, by William Gilliam. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 486, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizss, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Hiram Mounger and John Denley were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this cases; that William H. Hargrave commenced to improve 
upon the land then in — in the year 1802, and had ever since continued occasionally to labor thereon; that he had 
rails split, and a small piece of ground fenced, on the 3d of March, 1803, but that the land being subject to inunda- 
tion, and it being difficultjto procure water in the summer season, was, therefore, not a suitable place for a habita- 
tion either for whites or blacks; that the said Hargrave had continued to claim the said land from the year 1802, 
until the then present time; and that Hargrave was the head of a family on the 3d of March, 1803. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Ricuarp 8S. Bryan and Grorce Brewer, Sen.; case commenced in page 711. 


_ James Bilbo, surveyor, was presented asa witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the land then 
in question, and that the plot exhibits a true representation of the land claimed, with such marks, natural and arti- 
ficial, as were therein tid. down; that he did not know that the lines of said claim interfered with those of any other 
claim, except, on the northwest corner, it interfered with land surveyed under a settlement made by Ebenezer Ful- 
som, which interference, he, Bilbo, thought did not contain more than ten or twelve acres. 

Question. Do you know about what time Richard S. Bryan commenced to improve upon the land now claimed? 

Answer. He commenced building a house thereon in the month of February, 1803, and has continued to improve 
thereon ever since. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Youne Gatns, representative of Dominique de Olive; case commenced in page 680. 


John Baker and James Denley were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, 
they deposed, that they had no interest in this cases that, previous to and from the year 1791, until the year 1796, Do - 
minique de Olive, by his overseer and slaves, did actually inhabit and cultivate the land in question on the 27th day 
of October, 1795; and that Dominique de Olive was, on the 15th of March, 1788, more than twenty-one years of age. 

Thomas Bilbo, surveyor, and Hiram Mounger, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said 
Mounger testified, that, from the year 1791, until the year 1796, the land in question was cultivated by the overseer 
and slaves of Dominique de Olive and Valentine Dubroca. ae te 

The said Bilbo deposed, that he surveyed the land in question; that the plot exhibits a true and correct repre- 
sentation of the same, agreeably to the tenor of the Spanish warrant of survey under which it was claimed, and had 
such marks, natural and artificial, as were therein laid down; that said survey includes a small part of the old im- 
provement; and that the lines of George Brewer’s survey includes all the old improvement and nearly one-third of 
the land then in question. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
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Howe Dupree, representative of William Hillis; case commenced in page 663, 

Adam Hollinger, and Robert Ligon, surveyor, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said Hol- 
linger testified, that he knew that William Hillis inhabited and cultivated the land in question in the year 1797, and 
did believe that he continued to inhabit and cultivate thereon until near the end of that year; and that said William 

Hillis was, in the year 1797, above twenty-one years of age. | : vi 

The said Ligon deposed, that he surveyed the land then in question; that the plot exhibited a true and correct 
representation of the land claimed, and had such marks, natural and artificial, as were therein laid down. 

Question. Why did you make said survey of such an unusual and uncomely form? 

Answer. I did it to avoid the lines of other claimants. : 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Cauurer, representative of Isabella Trouillet; case commenced in page 714. 


Isabella Campbell was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, the instrument or writing of conveyance 
from Joseph Campbell to James Callier, dated 20th October, 1802, being read to her, she was interrogated and an- 
swered as follows, viz: : 

Question. Did you before know of such instrument or writing of conveyance? 

Answer. I did. 

Question, Why did you not sign it? 

Answer. I was not asked to sign it. . . ; 

Question. Do you know that, by agreeing to this instrument, you convey the birth-right of your children? 

Answer. I do know it. 

Question. Has this transaction taken place with your full approbation and consent? 

Answer. It has. ; ; ; 

Question. Has your husband made use of no undue influence, persuasion, or coercive means, to induce you to 
agree to this instrument? 

Answer. He has not. ; . 

_ Question. Who made the first proposal to you to sell such right as you may have in or on the land now in ques- 
tion? 

Answer. My husband, Joseph Campbeil. ; : 

Question. What reason did your husband give you to induce you to part with this property? 

Answer. He gave none. 

Question. What reason had you to part with your right to this land? 

Answer. I parted with it from necessity. ' ' 

Question. What was the consideration, or do you know of any consideration being paid to your husband, fgr your 
right in and to this land? ; SE See 

Answer. It was a bargain and sale made by my husband, and I do not know what consideration was given. 

_ Question. How came you to part with the property of your children, without knowing there was some considera- 
tion paid therefor? 

Answer. I gave my consent. 

Doctor John Chastang and Wilson Carman, being under oath, deposed, that they had well and truly, according 
to the best of their skill and ability, interpreted the oath administered to the witness, and the interrogatories put by 
the Board to the witness, and her. answers to those interrogatories. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Epmunp Smitn’s case, commenced in page 708. 

Sterling Dupree was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, he deposed, 
that he was not interested in this case; and further testified, in the same words as Howel Dupree had done, whose 
testimony is recorded in page 370. 


Witiiam Hunt, representative of Dennis McClendon, case No. 118 on the decket of the Board, and No. 126 
on the books of the Register. 
: Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and eighty-nine acres and two poles, under the third section of 
the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, viz: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, {situated in Washington county, on the waters of Laura’s 
creek, butted and bounded on all sides by vacant land, beginning on a pine, and runs north, fifty degrees west, thirty- 
eight chains fifty links, to a small pine corner; thence, north, forty-five degrees east, crossing a branch at twenty 
chains, in all fifty six chains, to a large red oak corners; thence, south, thirty-five degrees east, nineteen chains sixty- 
five links, to a black-jack corner, on John F. M’Grew’s line; thence south, eighteen degrees east, crossing a branch 
at nine chains forty links, again at fifty, and again at seventy links, in all twenty-two chains seventy links, to a white 
oak corners thence, to the beginning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot.an- 
nexed, containing one hundred and ei hty-nine acres and two poles: is claimed by William Hunt, legal representative 
of Dennis McClendon, who was the al representative of John Sluder, who was the legal representative of Levin 
Hainsworth, under and by virtue of the third section of the above recited act, and now exhibited unto the Register of 
the Land Office, established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave 
to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 

WILLIAM HUNT. 


Marcu 19, 1804, [Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 19th March, 1804, by T. Malone. Chain carriers, Shields Marsh, John Hopkins. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 446, by Epowarp Lioyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


; 2 he said Marsh and Hopkins, chain carriers for the preceding survey, were sworn before John McGrew, Justice 
of Peace. 

Samford McClendon and John Gordon were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this case. : 

_ The said McClendon testified, that he moved to this country about three years since; that Henry Sluder came 
with him; that, soon after their arrival, he was present when said Henry Sluder purchased the land and improve- 
ment now in question, from Levin Hainsworth; that he heard Henry Sluder tell John Sluder to settle upon the 
land and improve it, and that he might have it if he did not return; that he, McClendon, was also present when 
John Sluder sold the same to Dennis McClendon, and when said McClendon sold to William Hunt, the présent 
claimant; that he knew that William Hunt inhabited and cultivated thereon on the 3d of March, 1803, and had 
continued to inhabit and cultivate the same ever since. ; i 

The said Gordon testified, that William Hunt did inhabit and cultivate on the land in question on the 3d of 
March, 1803, and before and since that time. 

Question. Was William Hunt the head of a family on the 3d of March, 1803? . 

Answer by both of said witnesses. He was. . 
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Thomas Malone, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the land 
then in question; that the plot represents a true exhibition of the same; that there were no lines of other claims that 
interfered with that claim, and that its lines did not interfere with any other, except on the northwest corner of said 
tract, Hunt’stine crossed the old Indian boundary; that, by this interference, he did not include more than one or 
two acres of land on the Indian or north side of said boundary. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun McGrew, Sen. Esq., case No. 119 on the docket of the Board, and No. 164 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and twenty-seven acres, under the second section of act. ; 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot.of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for recewv- 
ing and adjusting claims south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 
; — Marcu 29, 1804, 
Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate, lying, and being in the county of Washington, on 
the west side of the Tombigbee, beginning on a stake near the house of John McGrew, Esq. and running north, 
eight degrees west, forty-three chains, toa holly; thence, north, sixty degrees jeast, eighty-six chains seventy-five 
links, to a white oak; thence, south, thirty-four degrees east, fifty-six chains twenty-eight links, to a poplar; and 
thence, south, twenty-five degrees west, forty chains, to a white oak; from thence, south, eighty-five degrees west, 
fifty-three chains and fifty links, to a hickory; and from thence to the beginning; bounded on the north by lands 
claimed by John Baker, and on the east by Stewart’s old line, or William Coleman’s lands: is claimed by John 
McGrew, Sen. Esq. under and by virtue of the second section of the above recited act, and is now exhibited to the 
Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, for the purpose of being recorded as directed by said act. 
To all which he begs leave to refer, as well as the plot herewith filed. 
JOHN McGREW, Sev. 


[ Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed 21st March, 1804, by Robert Ligon. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 497, by Eowarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


5 Rail and John McGrew, Jun., chain carriers for the preceding survey, were sworn before R. Harwell, Jus- 
tice of Peace. 

Lemuel Henry, George Brewer, Jun. and James Denley, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and 
interrogated by the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this case. ; 

The said Brewer and Denley testified, that John McGrew, from the year 1791, and previous thereto, until the 
then present time, had inhabited and cultivated upon the tract of land in question; and that said McGrew was the 
head of a family in the year 1797. ; 

Question to Mr. Denley. Do-you know whether or not John McGrew, the present claimant, was among the first 
settlers above Bassett’s creek, after the conquest of this country by the Spaniards? 

Answer. He was. 

The said Henry testified, that he believed that John Linder subscribed with his own hand his name to the 
writing, certifying that a permit was given to John McGrew to settle upon certain lands. 

Robert Ligon, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, testified, that he surveyed the land 
then in question; that the plot exhibited a true representation of the same, with the marks, natural and artificial, as 
were therein laid down; that he knew of no other lines interfering with those of this claim, nor of its lines interter- 
ing with those of any other claim, except on the northwest corner, where it crossed a line, which was supposed to be 
the line of a British survey; that the interference included upwards of fifty acres of land. 


Josnua Howarp’s case, No. 120 on the docket of the Board, and No. 121 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—Of two hundred:and fifty acres, as assignee and legal representative of Arthur Moor, and Mary Moor, 
his wife, by virtue of a deed from them, under the first section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 

Joshua Howard, a citizen of the Mississippi territory, claims two hundred and fifty acres of land, lying on the 
west side of Tombigbee river, in the county of Washington; which tract of land was originally granted to Arthur 
Moor, by the British Government of West Florida, by order of survey, bearing date in the year 1777, which order 
of survey, together with the necessary documents accompanying the same, was deposited in the proper office in 
Pensacola, and by the said officer carried away from there at the evacuation thereof, when captured by the Spaniards; 
and the aforesaid Arthur Moor, and Mary, his wife, by their deed, legally and fully executed, bearing date the 5th 
day of July, in the year 1780, did convey unto the aforesaid Joshua Howard the aforesaid two hundred and fifty 
acres of land; and the said Joshua Howard was an actual settler in the Mississippi territory on the 27th October, 


1795. 
JOSHUA HOWARD. 
[Plot omitted. ] . 


The claimant produced a deed of conveyance in the following words and figures, to wit: 


This indenture, made the fifth day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty, be- 
tween Arthur Moor, and Mary, his wife, of the district of Mobile, in the province of West Florida, of the one part, 
and Joshua Howard, of the district aforesaid, of the other part, witnesseth, that the said Arthur Moor, and Mary, his 
wife, for and in consideration of the sum of two hundred dollars to them in hand paid by the said Joshua Howard, 
the receipt whereof the said Arthur Moor, and Mary, his wife, do hereby acknowledge, and themselves there- 
with fully satisfied, contented, and paid, have bargained and sold, aliened, enfeoffed, released, and confirmed, 
and by these presents do bargain, sell, alien, enfeoft, release, convey, and confirm, unto the said Joshua Howard, 
all that tract or parcel of land lying and being in the district and province aforesaid, situate on the west side of the 
river Tombigbee, by distance above the town of Mobile about one hundred and five’ miles; bounded on the north- 
east by said river, northwest by land surveyed for John Lott, and on the other sides by vacant land, having such 
shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed to His Majesty’s eee 
patent to the said Arthur Moor, bearing date the —— of ——, and contains two hundred and fifty acres: to have 
and to hold the above described two hundred and fifty acres of land, and premises above mentioned, with the appur- 
tenances, unto the said Joshua Howard, his heirs and assigns, forever, in as full and ample a manner as the same 
was granted to the said Arthur Moor by the aforesaid letters patent: and the said Arthur Moor, and Mary, his wife, 
for themselves and their heirs, do covenant and agree to and with the said Joshua Howard, his heirs, and assigns, 
that he, the said Arthur Moor, and Mary, his wife, are seised of a good, lawful, and indefeasible state of inheri- 
tance, in fee simple, of and in all and singular the premises above mentioned, and of every part thereof, with the 
appurtenances, without any manner of condition, mortgage, limitation of use or uses, or other matter, cause, or 
thing, to alter, change, or determine the same: and also, that he, the said Arthur Moor, and Mary, his wife, now 
have good rightful power and lawful authority, in their own right, to bargain, sell, and convey the above described 
tract of land and premises, with the appurtenances, unto the said Joshua Howard, his heirs, and assigns, to the 
only proper use and behoof of the said Joshua Howard, his heirs, and assigns, according to the true intent and mean- 
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ing of these presents; and that also he, the said Joshua Howard, his heirs and assigns, shall and may, from time to 
time, and at all times hereafter, peaceably and quietly have, hold, occupy, possess, and enjoy all and singular the 
premises above mentioned, to be hereby granted, with the appurtenances, without the let, trouble, hindrance 

molestation, interruption, and denial of him, the said Arthur Moor, and Mary, his wife, their heirs, and assigns, 
and of all and every other person and persons whatever claiming, or to claim, by, from, or under them, or any of 
them: and further, that he, the said Arthur Moor, and Mary, his wife, and their heirs, and all and every other 
person and persons, and their heirs, any thing having or claiming in the premises above mentioned, or any part 
thereof, by, from, or under him or them, shall and will, at all times hereafter, at the request and'cost of the said 
Joshua Howard, his heirs, and assigns, make, do, and execute all and every further and other lawful and reasonable 
acts and assurances in the Jaw whatsoever, for the further, better, and more perfect conveying and assuring of the 
premises hereby granted, with the appurtenances, according to the true intent and meaning of these presents. In 
witness whereof, the said Arthur Moor, and Mary, his wife, have hereunto set their hands and seals, the day and 


year first above written. 
ARTHUR A. MOOR, his x mark. 
MARY MOOR, her x mark. 


Sealed and delivered, [the words “and Mary, his wife,” interlined before sealing, } 


in the presence of 
ABEDNEGO LLEWELLYNN, 
Wiryiam Joyner. 


On the back of said deed are endorsements and certificates in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Received on the day of the date of the within written indenture, of and from the within named Joshua Howard, 
the sum of two hundred dollars, being in full for the consideration money within mentioned. 
ARTHUR A. MOOR, his x mark. 
, MARY MOOR, ‘her x mark. 
Witnesses, ABEDNEGO LLEWELLYNX, 
Wiuiam Joyner. 

_ Be it. remembered, that, on the 27th day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-eight, appeared before William Dunbar, thereunto authorized, William Joyner, one of the subscribing wit- 
nesses to the within instrument of writing, who, being duly sworn, did depose and say, that he saw the within named 
Arthur and Mary Moor sign, seal, and deliver the within instrument, as their voluntary act and deed, and also sign 
the receipt hereon endorsed; and that the names Abednego Llewellynn and William Joyner are of the proper 
hand-writing of the said Abednego Llewellynn, and of him, this deponent; and I, having inspected the same, and 


finding therein no material erasures, interlineations, or obliterations, do hereby certify the same. 
WILLIAM DUNBAR, 
Judge of Probate, pro tem. 


Entered on récord in the county of Adams, Mississippi territory, liber A, pages 12,13, 14 and 15. 
JOHN HENDERSON, Recorder. 


NatTcHEz, June 10, 1799. 


The claimant exhibited the following papers in support of his claim, to wit: 














Mr. ArTuur More, To Joun MecGittivray, Dr. 
1777, July 15. To 4 gallon run, at 6rs., 1 Ib. susar, 2 rs. - - - - - 8 
« 1 barrel potato seed, 2 dis. of Mr. L. in March, - - - - 2 
“6 Noy. 29. 2 horse bells, at 5 rs. - - - - - - - 1 
38 
Cr. By cash paid Mr. Little, - - - - - - 28 
Owes, - $10 
To paid for surveying 250 acres land for your acct. - - _- - 201 
To interest on ditto, from the 17th February, 1778, to the 4th of March, 1780, is 24 months, 
17 days, at 8 per cent. per annum, - - - - - - 3 33 
24 43 
Cr. By cash had of you, - - - - - - - 85 
$15 93 


Mosite, 4th March, 1780. Received the contents in full. 
For Joun McGitivray, 


LACHR. McGILLIVRAY. 


Two hundred and fifty acres, situated on the west side of the river T ombigbee, distant above the town of Mo- 
bile, about one hundred and five miles, bounded on the northeast by said river, northwest by land surveyed for 
John Lott, on the other sides by vacant land. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 435, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Thomas Malone, John Callier, and James Denley were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and inter- 
rogated by the Board, said witnesses deposed, that they were not interested in this claim. 

The said Callier testified, that, in the year 1799, he wrote to Joshua Howard offering to purchase the Jand in 

uestion, which he had been informed belonged to Howard; and that he agreed to take four hundred dollars there- 
or; that he, Callier, accordingly agreed with Howard for the land in the year 1799; that, in consequence of said 
agreement, the same was cultivated in the year 1801; that, after that time, the agreement for said land entered intu 
between said Howard and himself was cancelled, and he surrendered to Howard all the right, title, or claim 
which he had acquired under and by the purchase or agreement with said Howard. ; ' 

The said Denley testified, that he had heard that Joshua Howard claimed, and continued to claim, said land, 
under a British title previous to and since the year 1795; and did believe that, on the 27th day of October, 1795, 
Howard did reside within said territory, near to the town of Natchez, and did actually know that said land was 
not cultivated, in the year 1795, by Howard or his representative; that it was in that year cultivated by Mr. Elijah 
Thompson, or his widow, and for their own use and account. : ‘ 

Question by Mr. Gilmore, attorney for the claimant. Do you know from any circumstance, and from what cir- 
cumstances, that Elijah Thompson, or his widow, cultivated this land for his own use and account? ‘ 

Answer. They, or one of them, have told me that they did cultivate for their own use and account, and intended 
claiming the land in virtue of their settlement. 7 : 

The said Malone testified, that, in the year 1802, Joshua Howard, the claimant, came to this country to receive 
the payment for the land in question, in pursuance of a sale or agreement entered into, concerning the premises, 
between said Howard and Colonel John Callier; that, upon the investigation of James Callier, who wished to 
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become the purchaser, under John Callier, questioned the ability of Howard to make him a good and sufficient 
legal title to said land; and, therefore, Howard and said Colonel John Callier agreed to cancel the agreement to 
bargain which had been made between them in relation thereto; that he, Malone, afterwards rented the land and 
plantation then in question, the terms of which lease will fully appear by an instrument of writing signed by Joshua 
Howard and the said Malone, and dated the fifth day of October, 1802, which was then befure the Board. 

Robert Ligon, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the land 
then in question, and made said plot, which exhibits a true representation of the land claimed, with such marks, 
natural and artificial, as were therein laid down; that, in making said survey, he found marked trees which 
appeared to be evidences of an ancient line. : ; ; 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Cuares CasseTer’s case, No. 12! on the docket of the Board, and No. 155 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred acres, under the third section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 

To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please tu take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee, Washington 
county, on the waters of Santybogue and Laura’s creek, bounded on all sides by vacant land, beginning on a hickory, 
and runs north, forty-three degrees east, thirty-one chains sixty links, (crossing a fork of his spring branch at two 
chains from the beginning,) to a stake, with a black-jack pointer; thence, south, forty-seven degrees east, thirty-one 
chains sixty links, to a black-jack with two black-jack pointers; thence, south, forty-three degrees west, thirty-one 
chains sixty links, to a pine corner; thence, north, forty-seven degrees west, crossing the other prong of the spring 
branch at twenty-one chains, another smal! branch at twenty-five chains, in all thirty-one chains sixty links, to the 
beginning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, containing one hundred 
acres: is claimed by Charles Casseter, under and by virtue of a settlement bearing date December, 1802, and now 
exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office, established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said 
act. To all which he begs leave te refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 
CHARLES CASSETER. 


FEBRUARY 29, 1804. = 
| Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 29th February, 1804, by ‘T. Malone. Chain carriers, John Walker and Isaac Stanley. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1. page 485, by Epwarv Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The said Walker, chain carrier for the above survey, was sworn before Wiiliam Pierce, Esq. Justice of Peace. 


Raleigh Green and Samford McClendon were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated 
by the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this case; that Charles Casseter inhabited and cultivated 
the land in question on the 3d day of March, 1803, and before that time, and ever since; that he was, on said 3d day 
of March, 1803, more than twenty-one years.of age. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the 
land in question, and made the plot then exhibited to the Board; that it gave a true and correct view of the land 
claimed, with such marks, natural and artificial, as were therein laid down; and that the land lay on the west side 
of the ‘Tombigbee river, and below the old Indian boundary; that there were no interfering lines that he knew of, 
but, as he believed, it was bounded on all sides by vacant land. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Saturday, the 31st instant. 

Saturpay, March 31st, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Peter Cartwricut’s case, No. 122 on the docket of the Board, and No. 157 on the books of the Register. 
vaim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and fifty-nine acres, one rood, and thirty poles, under the first 


section of the act. ; ; ; ; ; 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the iand claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract, of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee, Washington 
county, bounded on the southeast by Mimms’s claim and vacant land, on the northeast, northwest, and southwest 
by vacant land; beginning on a hickory on Mimms’s line, and runs south, eighty-four degrees east, fifteen chains, to 
a stake corner, with a large red oak pointers thence, north, nine degrees east, thirty-three chains fifty links, (cross- 
ing a branch of ‘Tawler at twenty chains,) to a white oak corner; thence,. north, thirty degrees west, thirty-three 
chains, to a poplar corner; thence, south, fifty-seven degrees west, thirty-three chains fifty links, to a stooping bay 
corner; thence, Mimms’s old line to the beginning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in 
the plot annexed, containing one hundred and fifty-nine acres, one rood, thirty poles: is claimed by Peter Cartwright, 
under and by virtue of a settlement in the year 1801, and now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office estab- 
lished east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the 


copy of the plot herewith filed. 
? PETER CARTWRIGHT. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Chain carriers, John Wamack.and John Walker. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 487, by Epwarp Lioyp Warxgs, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The said chain carriers for the above survey were sworn before William Pierce, Justice of Peace. 


Raleigh Green was presented as a witness, and. being dul sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, that 
he was not interested in this claim; that Peter Cartwright inhabited and cultivated the land in question on the 3d 
of March, 1803, and before that time, and ever since; that said Cartwright was, on the 3d day of March, 1803, the 


head of a family. ’ 

_ Thomas Malone. surveyor, was —— as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the land 
in question, and made said plot, which exhibited a true representation of the land then claimed, with such marks, 
natural and artificial, as were therein laid down; that there were no other lines that interfere with the lines of said 


.claim that he knew ofs that it lies on the west side of Tombigbee river, and below the old Indian boundary line. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
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Isaac Srantey’s case, No. 123 on the docket of the Board, and No. 124 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred acres, under the third section of the act. 
‘The claimant presented his claini, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 


figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress’ passed the 3d day of March, 1803, fo: 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated in Washington county, on the waters of Laura’s 
creek, butted and bounded on all sides by vacant land, beginning on a hickory, and runs north, ten degrees east. 
crossing a branch of Laura’s creek at fifteen chains, another at eighteen chains, in all twenty-five chains, toa stake 
witha sweet gum and two red oak pointers; thence, north, eighty degrees west, crossing a branch at three chains. 
again at three chains fifty links, again at four chains, again at twenty-two chains, in all forty chains, to a stake with, 
two hickories and a red oak pointers; thence, south, ten degrees west, twenty-five chains, to a red oak; thence, to 
the beginning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as-are represented in the plot annexed, containing one huu- 
dred acres: is claimed by Isaac Stanley, under and by virtue of the third section of the above recited act, and now 
exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. 
To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 

ISAAC STANLEY, his x mark. 


Marcu 3, 1804. ; 
[ Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 3d of March, 1804, by T. Malone. Chain carriers, John Walker and John Gordon. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 444, by Epwarp Lioyp Wa1zes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The said Walker and Gordon, chain carriers for the preceding survey, were sworn before William H. Hargrave. 
Esq. Justice of Peace. 

Raleigh Green and Samford McClendon were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this case; that Isaac Stanley did inhabit and cultivate the 
land in question on the 3d day of March, 1803, and before that time, and ever since; that said Isaac Stanley was, 
on the 3d day of March, 1803, the head of a family. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed thie 
land in question, and made said plot; that it exhibited a true and correct representation of the land claimed, with 
such marks, natural and artificial, as were therein laid down; that there were no lines that he knew of, in other 
claims, interfering with the lines of this claim, excepting one of the lines of ‘Tandy and John Walker’s survey; that 
said land lay on the west side of Tombigbee river, and below the old Choctaw boundary line. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Tanpy Wa ker and Joun Watker’s case, No. 124 on the docket of the Board, and No. 125 on the books of 


the Register. 
Claim.—A right of pre-emption of four hundred and nineteen acres, two roods, and thirty-eight poles, under the 


third section of the act. ip oe ; ; ; 
The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day y March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, in the 
county of Washington, beginning at a hickory, running south, fifty degrees west, thirty chains fifty links, toa sweet 
gum; thence, south, twelve degrees west, thirty chains, to a black oak; thence, south, sixty-three degrees east, 
sixty-one chains, to a pine; thence, east, twenty-five chains fifty links, to a sweet gum corner; thence, north, fifty 
degrees east, forty chains, to a pine corner; thence, north, fifty-seven degrees west, ninety-five chains, to the begin- 
ning corner; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, con- 
taining four hundred and nineteen acres, tworoods, thirty-eight poles: is claimed by Tandy Walker and John Walker. 
in and by virtue of the third section of the said act, as a pre-emption, and is now exhibited to the Register of the 
Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which they beg leave tc 


refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 
JOHN WALKER, his x mark, 
For self and brother Tandu. 


Marcu 31, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 19th February, 1804, by T. Malone. Chain carriers, Charles Casserty and John Walker. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 445, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The said Casserty, chain carrier for the above survey, was sworn before Wiliiam Pierce, Justice of Peace. 


Samford McClendon and Raleigh Green were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; that Tandy Walker inhabited and cultivated o1 
the land in question on the 3d day of March, 1803; that both Tandy and John Walker cultivated on the same land 
before and since that time; that ‘Tandy Walker was, on the 3d day of March, 1803, the head of a family; and that 
John Walker was at that time, as they, the witnesses, believed, twenty-one or more years of age. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the land 
in question, and made said plot, which exhibited a true and correct view of the land in question, with such marks, 
natural and artificial, as were therein laid down; that said land lay on the west side of the Tombigbee, and below 
the old Indian boundary; that there were interfering lines with said claim, viz: William McGrew on the southwest 
and southeast corners, and Isaac Stanley’s on the west corners; that McGrew’s interference, he, Malone, supposed 
might include twenty-five or thirty acres of land; that Stanley’s interference did not include more than six or sever 


acres of land. ‘ ' 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Hucxapsy, representative of Matthew Robinson; case commenced in page 715. 


John Gordon was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, he deposed, that 
he was not ieninnated in this case; that Matthew Robinson inhabited and cultivated on the land in question on the 
3d day of March, 1803, and before that time, and continued so to do until he sold the same unto James Huckaby: 
and that said Robinson was, on the 3d day of March, 1803, the head of a family. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
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Raw Ley Green’s case, No. 125 on the docket of the Board, and No. 96 on the books of the Register. 

Claim.—A right of pre-emption of two hundred and one acres and thirty-one poles, under the third section of the 
act. : : : a ‘ ‘ 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, butted on 
said river, bounded on the northeast by the line dividing Robert Farmer’s and Kirkland’s surveys, and lying alto- 
gether within the lines of Farmer’s survey; beginning at a sassafras, and runs the dividing line between the claim- 
ant and John Westmoreland, south, seventy degrees west, seventy chains, to a sweet gums thence, north, forty de- 
grees west, twenty-nine chains, to a red oak on Farmer’s old line; thence, with the old line, north, seventy degrees 
east, seventy-four chains fifty links, toa sassafras on Farmer’s corner; thence, the meanders of the river, to the begin- 
ning, having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed; containing two hundred and 
one acres and thirty-one poles: is claimed by Rawley Green, under and by virtue of a settlement bearing date the 
3d day of March, 1803, and now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office, established east of Pearl river, to 
be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 


RAWLEY GREEN. 


Fexsruary 27, 1804. : 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed February 27, 1804, by T. Malone. Chain carriers, Joseph Westmoreland, Elisha Simmons. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 295, by Epwarp Luoyp Waits, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


John Baker and William Shaw were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said Shaw deposed, that 
Rawley Green inhabited and cultivated the land then in question on the 3d day of March, 1803, and before and 
since that time; that said Green was the head of a family on the 3d day of March, 1803. 

The said Baker deposed, that he had seen a Spanish grant for said land, inthe names of John Turnbull and 
James Frazier. ; : 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Samrorp McC.enpon’s case, No. 126 on the docket of the Board, and No. 145 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of ninety-nine acres, under the third section of the act. — 
_ The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
foilowing, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated in Washington county, on the waters of Laura’s 
creek, butted and bounded on all sides by vacant land; beginning on a post oak, and runs south, seventy-one de- 
grees west, thirty-seven chains eighty-six links, toa small post oak; thence, south, twenty-two degrees west, twenty 
chains, to a stake with a pine and Spanish oak pointers; thence, north, seventy-one degrees east, forty-seven chains 
fifty links, to a white oak; thence, to the beginning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in 
the plot annexed, containing ninety-nine acres: is claimed by Samford McClendon, under and by virtue of the third 
section of the above recited act, and now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl 
river, to be recerded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot 


herewith filed. 
, SAMFORD McCLENDON. 
Marcu 22, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed March 22, 1804, by T, Malone. Chain carriers, Zachariah Landrum and John Gordon. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 472, by Epwarp Lioyp Walzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The above named chain carriers were sworn before Ransom Harwell, Justice of the Peace. 

William Hunt and John Gordon were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; that Samford McClendon did inhabit and cultivate the 
land in question on the 3d day of March, 1803, and before that time, and ever since; that said McClendon was 
on said 3d day of March the head of a family. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the 
land in question, and made said plot, which exhibited a true and correct representation of the land claimed, with 
such marks, natural and artificial, as were therein laid down; that the lines of this claim did not, that he knew of, 
interfere with the lines of any other claim, nor were there lines of other claims interfering with this; that said land 
lay on the west side of Tombighbee river, and below the old Choctaw boundary line. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


ZacHARIAH LanpRum’s case, No. 127 on the docket of the Board, and No. 86 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and fourteen acres, under the third section of the act. 
rhe claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, viz: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated onthe west side of Tombigbee, Washington 
county, on the waters of Laura’s creek, butted and bounded on all sides by vacant land, beginning ona red oak, 
and runs, north, seventeen degrees west, crossing a small branch at eight chains fifty links, another at nine chains 
fifty links, in all twenty-eight chains fifty links, to a stake with two post oaks and a sweet gum pointers; thence, 
north, seventy-three east, forty chains, to a stake with a Spanish oak and two hickory pointers; thence, south, se- 
venteen degrees east, twenty-eight chains fifty links, with a post oak and maple pointers; thence to the beginning; 
having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, containing one hundred and four- 
teen acres: is claimed by Zachariah Landrum, under and by virtue of the third section of the above recited act, and 
now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said 
act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 

ZACHARIAH LANDRUM. 

Marcu 22, 1804. [Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed 22d March, 1804, by I. Malone. Chain carriers, John Gordon and Isaac Stanley. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 252, by Eowarp Lioyp Waites, for 
‘ JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
3 p 
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John Walker and Samford McClendon were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated 
by the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim. 

The said McClendon testified. that he knew that Zachariah Landrum inhabited and cultivated the land in ques- 
tion on the 3d of March, 1803, and before that time, and ever since; and that he was at that, time the head of a family. 

The said Walker testified, that he left this country in February, 1803, at which time Zachariah Landrum was 
in the habitation and cultivation of the land in question; that when he, Walker, returned in the winter of the same 
year, he found Landrum in the possession of the same Jand, which had the appearance of having been cultivated 
during the time that he, Walker, was absent; that said Landrum was, before and after the month of February, 1803, 
the head of a family. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented asa witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the 
land in question, and made said plot, which exhibited a true and correct view of the land claimed, with such marks, 
natural and artificial, as were therein laid down; that he knew of no interfering lines; and that said land lay on the 
west side of the Tombigbee river, and below the old Choctaw boundary line. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Gorpon’s case, No. 128 on the docket of tne Board, and No. 98 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and thirteen acres and twenty-five poles, under the third section 


of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Laura’s creek, on the west side 
of Tombigbee river, Washington county, butted and bounded on all sides by vacant land, beginning at a post oak, 
and runs south, five degrees east, at twenty-two chains fifty links, crossing a branch of Laura’s creek at twenty- 
six chains fifty links, in all, thirty-three chains fifty links, toa stake, with two hickory and two red oak pointers; 
thence, south, fifty-seven degrees east, eleven chains fifty-seven links, toa red oak corners thence, north, eighty- 
five degrees,east, twenty chains to a stake, with a chestnut, hickory, and red oak pointers; thence, north, five degrees 
west, crossing Laura’s creek, at twenty-nine chains; in all, forty chains, to a red bay, and from thence to the begin- 
ning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, containing one hundred and 
thirteen acres and twenty-five poles: is claimed by John Gordon, under and by virtue of the third section of the 
above recited act, and now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office, east of Pearl river, to be recorded as 
directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 

JOHN GORDON. 


Marcu 22, 1804, [Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 3d of March, 1804, by TT. Malone. Chain carriers, Isaac Stanley and Zachariah Landrum. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 298, by Enwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The above named chain carriers were sworn before R. Harwell, Justice of the Peace. 


Rawley Green and Samford McClendon were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrog 
the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that John oa, the present pena 
fore the 3d of March, 1803, on that day, and ever since, had resided upon and cultivated the land in question; and 
that, on said 3d of March, he was above twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. ‘ 
Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, he deposed, that he surveyed 
and plotted the land in question, and that the plot exhibited was a correct representation thereof, according to the 
pest of his knowledge and belief; that he knew of no interfering lines or claims. . 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun F. McGrew and Crark McGrew, representatives of Julian de Castro; case commenced in page 693. 


Nathan Blackwell and Francis Boykin were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, they deposed, th 
Julian de Castro inhabited and cultivated the Jand then in question on the 27th day of October,’ 1795, and that saad 
de Castro was, on the 10th of June, 1795, the head of a family, and more than twenty-one years of age. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun McGrew, Junior’s, case, No. 129 on the docket of the Board, and No. 72 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the honorable Board of Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3d d. 
March, 1803, for receiving and adjusting claims south of the Tennessee, and east of Pad river. day of 


Please to take notice, that a tract of land, lying on the west side of Tombigbee, in Washington county, in the 
hickory flat, bounded as follows: beginning at a small black-jack, and running south, seventy-three degrees east 
eighty chains, to a hickory; thence, south, seventeen degrees west, eighty chains, to a large pine; thence, north, 
seventy-three degrees east, eighty chains, to a large pines thence, south, seventeen degrees east, eighty chains, to 
the beginning: is claimed by John McGrew, Jun., of Washington county, Mississippi territory, by virtue of a 
settlement made by Alexander McGrew, who actually inhabited and cultivated the aforesaid land in 1797, when 
the evacuation took place, and conveyed by him to the said claimant, and now delivered to the Register of the Land 
Office, established east of Pearl river, for the purpose of being recorded. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as 


also to the plot herewith filed. 
JOHN McGREW 7 
[Plot omitted. ] ” , JUN 


Surveyed 22d February, 1804, by T. Malone. Chain carriers, John F. McGrew and Benjamin King. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 204, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


George Brewer and Joseph Lawrence were produced as witnesses, and, being duly swor i 2 
the Board, they deposed, that they were not iaietesied in this case. si ie saknediaitan satel 

The said Brewer testified, that, some time in the spring of the year 1798, he was on said land, and saw some 
signs of a little labor having been done, such as a few trees cut down; that a small patch appeared as if something 
had been planted there, but did not know who performed said labour, nor that any person lived on the land that 
year, nor that any crop was raised there, nor that Alexander M’Giew was twenty-one years of age at that time 
or a married man. , 

The said Lawrence testified, that, in the summer of the year 1798, he saw a small pen on said land, with corn 
growing in it, which appeared to have been planted, but did not know who performed said work, nor that any per- 
son resided on the land that year, nor that any other improvement or cultivation was made there that year; that he 
did not know that Alexander McGrew was twenty-one years of age in the year 1798, but believed he was. - 
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The said witnesses further deposed, that they understood that Alexander McGrew did the work above men- 
tioned, or caused it to be done; and also that they never knew or heard that he did afterwards either inhabit or cul- 
tivate the said land, but that it had since been cultivated by others not claiming under him. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed and 
lotted the land in question, and believed the plot exhibited to be correct; that the plot included the greater part of 
ames Morgan’s and Micajah Wall’s surveys. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Caxuier, [representative] of Isabella Trouillet, the wife of Joseph Campbell; case commenced in 


page 714. 

Adam Hollinger, Richard Barrow, George Brewer, Junior, Richard Hawkins, and Augustine Rochon, were pro- 
—_ as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest 
in this case. 

The said Brewer testified, that, in the fall of the year 1796, or 1797, as he was passing by the place in question, 
some negroes came out of the houses, and he asked those negrues to whom they belonged; that they told him to 
Peter Trouillet, or Mrs. Trouillet; that he did not certainly recollect which. 

The said Hollinger testified, that he knew that negroes belonging to Peter Trouillet, from the year 1794 until 
1799, inhabited on the land in question, but cultivated on the east side of the river Tombigbee; that he did not know 


that they cultivated on the west side of said_river, ; ; — ; 
Question. Do you know whether Peter Trouillet or Isabella Trouillet resided within the territory at any time, 


and, if so, about what time? ‘ aS 

Answer. I do not know that Peter Trouillet did reside within the territory, but am certain that Isabella Trou- 
illet did reside on the land in question at the time the American troops arrived at the garrison of Fort Stoddert, 
and commenced to build, I believe, the year preceding. 

Question. Where did Isabella ‘l'rouillet reside before the time you have mentioned? 

Answer. She resided within the town of Mobile. 

Question. Was not Alexander Trouillet acting as the overseer of Isabella Trouillet in the year 1797, at the 
place in question? 

Answer. I have always understood that he was, at that time, acting as the overseer of Isabella Trouiliet. 

The said Hawkins testified, that, in the year 1797, he saw negroes, said to belong to Madam Trouillet, in- 
habiting and cultivating upon the land in question; and that Madam Trouillet at that time resided in the town of 
Mobile, and continued to reside there until the fall of the year 1798, when she moved and made her residence on 
the place in question, and continued to reside thereon until the spring of the year 1803. 

Question. Did you, or did you not, understand that Isabella Trouillet was a widow in the year 1797? 


Answer. I did understand that she was a widow at that time. 

The said Barrow testified, that he knew that negroes, said to belong to Peter Trouillet, or the widow ‘Trouillet, 
inhabited and cultivated the land in question from the year 1794 until the American troops arrived here and com- 
menced to build the garrison Fort Stoddert; that Isabella Trouillet removed from Mobile, and did certainly inhabit 


on the land in question at the time the American troops came to this place, and that he believed she did remove and 


so inhabit the year preceding. . 
The said Rochon testified, that Isabella Campbell, late Isabella Trouillet, was a widow in the years 1796 and 


1797, before which time, her Jate husband, Peter Trouillet, died. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 





Lemvet Henry, attorney in fact for Antonio Espaho, representative of John Turnbull; case commenced in 


page 694. 
‘Adam Hollinger, Thomas Bates, and Richard Barrow, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and 
interrogated by the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this case. 
Question to said Hollinger. Do you know that the land now in question was inhabited and cultivated on the 
27th of October, 1795, or not? 
Answer. I do not know that it was. 
uestion. Do you kuow whether or not John Turnbull lived in the Mississippi territory on the 27th of October, 


1795: 
Answer. I have been informed that John Turnbull ‘did, on the 27th of October, 1795, live at or near Baton Rouge, 


on the Mississippi river. ; 
Question. Has John Turnbull, since the 27th of October, 1795, resided within this territory? 


Answer. I believe he has not. 

Question. Was John Turnbull, on the Ist of July, 1787, twenty-one years of age. 

Answer. I think he was near forty years of age at that time. 

Question. Do you know whether Michael Hartley at the time he purchased the land in question, agreed with 
John Turnbull, or John Joyce, his agent, that, if he did not pay him three hundred dollars at the expiration of three 
= hay the date of said purchase, the land so purchased by Hartley should again become the property of John 

urnbullt 

Answer. I do not know that he did, but that he did agree to give three hundred dollars for the land; and, having 
failed in making the payment of the three hundred dollars at the expiration of the three years, he again gave up the 
possession of the land to John Turnbull or his agent. 

The said Barrow testified, that one Alexander inhabited and cultivated the land in question in the years 1794 
and 1795; that, in the fall of the year 1795, he quitted the possession, and Michael Hartley moved on to the same 
soon after Alexander quitted it; that Michael Hartley cultivated it in the years 1796, 1797, and 1798; and further, 
that Hartley purchased said land from John Turnbull, or John Joyce, his agent, for the consideration of three hun- 
dred dollars, to have been paid within three years from the date of the purchase, which payment he failed to make, 
and again gave up the land to John ‘Turnbull or his agent, and Turnbull released him from his obligation to pay the 
three hundred dollars; that Emanuel Cheney afterwards purchased said land from John Turnbull, for the consider- 
ation of three hundred dollars; and that he, Barrow, saw the bill of sale which Turnbull gave Cheney for said 
land, in which he covenanted to warrant and defend the same against all persons. 

Question. Did John Turnbull live in this territory on the 27th of October, 1795? 

Answer. I do not know that he did, but believe he did not. 

The said Bates testified, that said land had been cultivated and inhabited for the last fifteen years; but for 
whom, or for whose use or account it was cultivated on the 27th day of October, 1795, he did not know. 

: Question. Was John Turnbull a resident within the Mississippi territory on the 27th of October, 1795, or 
since! 

Answer. I believe he was not, nor has he been since. 

_ John Milliken, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyéd the land 
in question; that said plot exhibited a true and correct representation of the same, with such marks, natural and ar- 
tificial, as were therein laid down; that the lines of this tract ‘interfered with the lines of Howel Dupree’s claim; 
that Colonel Benjamin Few set up a claim for the whole of ‘said land that lay within the dotted lines. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Epwin Lewis’s case, No. 130 on the docket of the Board, and No. 23 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, as assignee and legal representative of Henry Nail, under the 
second section of the act. 
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The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Wasuinctron County, Mississipr1 Territory, February 22, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on the southwest side of the river Tombigbee, but- 
ting and bounded as follows: by a line beginning on the mouth of the first bayou, or small creek or branch below 
the Hatchatigiby bluff or lakes thence, running due west, forty-four chains, to a corner stake; thence, running 
north, thirty chains, to a corner stake; thence, running north, forty-five degrees east, sixty chains, to a corner stake; 
thence, running due north, to a corner stake on the lower side or bank of Sintabogue; thence, down the meanders 
of said Sintabogue creek to the river Tombigbee; thence, down the meanders of the bank of the river to the begin- 
ning or first mentioned station; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, 
containing six hundred and forty acres: is claimed by Henry Nail, for his legal representative Edwin Lewis, under 
and by virtue of occupancy; he, the said Henry Nail, having occupied the same for some time previous to the final 
evacuation of the Spanish troops from this territory, and did, on the day of the evacuation of the Spanish troops, 
inhabit and cultivate the tract herein specified, and ever since unto this day, agreeable to the second and third sec- 
tions of the act of Congress, entitled ** An act regulating the grants of lands, and providing for the sale of the lands 
of the United States south of the State of ‘Tennessee;”’ and that he, the said claimant, claims no other land in the 
territory, and the same does not appear to be claimed by any of the preceding provisions of the act; and now ex- 
hibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. 
To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the plot hereunto fixed, &c. 

For Henry Nat, 
[Plot omitted.] EDWIN LEWIS. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 62, by Epwarp Lioyp Wass, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant produced a deed of conveyance from Henry Nail, bearing date the 29th day of October, 1803, re- 
linquishing and conveying to the said Edwin Lewis all the said Nail’s right, interest, and claim to the said tract of 
land, and to the improvements made thereon. 

Young Gains and Henry Nail were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim. 

The said Gains testified, that he believed Henry Nail settled and built on the land then in question in the latter 
part of the year 1797, or the beginning of the year 1798; that he was certain that Nail did inhabit and cultivate on 
the same previous to the final evacuation of said territory by the Spanish troops; that the old Choctaw line and that 
marked by General Wilkinson as such, in the month of August, 1803, ran across said tract, and struck the river 
just below the Hatchatigiby lake, as appeared by the dotted line on the plot; and that Henry Nail was, in the year 
1797, the head of a family. 

The said Nail testified, that he did improve and make some small cultivation on the land some short time be- 
fore the Spanish troops evacuated said territory, which was in the fall of the year preceding that event. 

Question. Have you or do you expect that there will be any other claim for land in this territory, in your name? 

Answer. I sold my right to Mr. Hudson of an improvement or labor which I had made on a tract of land, but 
sold no land previous to my settlement and cultivation of the land now in question. 

Question to said Gains. Do you think it would not be difficult to prove the settlement and cultivation of this 
land, on account of its remote situation from other white inhabitants? j 

Answer. It would, for, as well as I can recollect, there are no white families nearer than John Baker and John 
McGrew, Esquires; a distance of seven or eight miles from this land. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Monday, the 2d day of April next. 

Monpay, -Zpril 2, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Tuesday, the 3d instant. 

Tuespay, /pril 3, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Adjourned until Wednesday, the 4th instant. ; 
Wepnespay, /pril 4, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Thursday, the 5th instant. 
Tuurspay, April 5, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Friday, the 6th instant. 
Frivay, April 6, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


Witson Carman’s case, No. 131 on the docket of the Board, and No. 173 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of six hundred and ninety-one acres and five poles, under the third section of 
the act. 
__ The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act 9 Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to land south of the Tennessee river, and east of the Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of laud, lying west of the Tombigbee river, butting and bounding 
as follows, viz: beginning in and about fifteen chains below Fort Stoddert, on the said river, and running due west, 
forty chains, to a stake; thence, south, nine degrees east, one hundred ard seven chains, to a stake; thence, east, 
eighteen chains, to a tupelo gum, a station in water; thence, calling for the mouth of the bayou Chouheala, from 
calculation, nineteen chains; thence, according to Lieutenant Gains’s measurement, to the beginning: is claimed 
by Wilson Carman, under and by virtue of the third section of the above mentioned act of Congress for granting 
pre-emption lands. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also the copy of the plot now delivered to the orem 
of the Land Office to be established east of Pearl river, which plot is herewith filed. 

W. CARMAN. 


Fort Stopperr, March 31, 1804. ; 
[Plot omitted.] 


Chain carriers, Augustin Rochon and Nathan Blackwell. Surveyed March 31, 1804, by Robert Ligon. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1. page 511, by Epwarp Lioyp Wal1zes, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
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The said Rochon and Blackwell, chain carriers for the preceding survey, were sworn before James Callier, 
Justice of the Peace. ' ' 

Captain James Sterret and Godfrey Bartles were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interro- 
gated by the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this case. 

The said Sterret testified, that in November, 1802, he came to fort Stoddert to pay the troops, when the present 
claimant lived upon the land now claimed; that he was at that time the head of a family, and more than twenty-one 
years of age; and that having lately come to fort Stoddert, he found the claimant living at the same places and that 
he had, as Sterret believed, lived there ever since he first saw him. ‘ 

The said Bartles testified, that Wilson Carman, the present claimant, had, for several years last past, cultivated 
and resided upon the land in question, and in particular on the 3d day of March, 1803, and was at that time the 
head of a family. ; 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Srmpson Wuatey’s case, No. 132 on the docket of the Board, and No. 169 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred acres, under the third section of the act. _ ] 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit. 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for recetving 
and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Marcu 30, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on the west side of the Mobile river, in the county 
of Washington, beginning at a pine on the side of a lake a little above Fort Stoddert, running west, eighty chains to 
a pines thence, south, twelve chains fifty links toa lightwood stake; thence, east, eighty chains to a water oak, on the 
side of said lakes thence, up the said lake to the beginning; and has such form and marks, both natural and artificial, 
xs are fully represented in the plot annexed; containing one hundred acres: is claimed by Simpson Whaley, in and 
by virtue of the said act of Congress; giving the right of pre-emption, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land 
Office, established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as 
zlso to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 

SIMPSON WHALEY. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 23d of March, 1804, by James Gordon. Chain bearers, Gabriel Tissrah and William Weathers. 
Entered on record of claims, vol. 1, page 506, by Epwarp Liuoyp Wai ss, for , 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The above named chain carriers were sworn before James Callier, Esq. Justice of the Peace. 

Wilson Carman and Godfrey Bartles were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this cases that Simpson Whaley, the present claimant, began to im- 
prove upon the land by him chiend before the 3d of March, 1803; that he removed on to it in the spring of 1803, but 
could not positively say when; that he had resided and cultivated there to the present time; and that he was more 
than twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. 

James Gordon, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed and made 
the plot then exhibited to the Board, and believed it tu be correctly made; that it included the house and improve- 
ment of the said claimant, and that he, Gordon, knew of no interfering lines or claims. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Saturday the 7th instant. 

Sarurpay, April 7, 1804. 

The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


Robert Ligon, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the surveys 
and plots returned to the Board of Commissioners by the following claimants, to wit: 

John Denley’s pre-emption, six hundred and forty acres; Edward Creighton, representative of Benjamin King, 
pre-emption, thirty-two and sixth-tenths acres: George Dickey’s pre-emption, six hundred and forty acres; Edward 
Creighton, representative of Isram Miller, donation, six hundred and forty acres; William McGrew’s donation, six 
hundred and thirty-eight acres; Levin Haynsworth’s pre-emption, three hundred and ninety-six acres; Solomon John- 
son’s donation, six hundred and forty acres; ‘Clark McGrew’s donation, six hundred and forty acres; Isaac Ryan’s 
donation, six hundred and forty acres; Francis Boykin’s Spanish warrant, eight hundred acres; Thomas Bassett’s 
British grant, confirmed by Spanish warrant, one thousand and fifty acres. And that said plots respectively con- 
tained true representations of the land therein described, according to the best of his knowledge and belief, and did 
— the plantations and improvements of the several claimants; and that he knew of no interfering lines or 
claims. 

The Board ordered that the said cases be postponed for consideration. 


Wixey Barker, representative of Daniel Barkers; case commenced in page 657. 


Robert Ligon, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and 
plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct; that it included the buildings and cultivated fields of the 
claimant; that he, Ligen, had understood that this claim was interfered with on the lower or south line by a British 
grant, but did not know to what extent. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wixson CarmMan’s case, commenced in page 736. 


_ Robert Ligon, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and 
plot of the land in question, and that it was a correct representation XSi according to the best of his knowledge 
and beliefs that he believed that the whole of said survey was claimed by James Callier, Esq., as the representative 
of Joseph Campbell’s wife. ; 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Tue Herrs or Cuaries Brewer, case commenced in page 661. 


Robert Ligon, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed and plot- 
ted the land in question, and that he believed the plot then exhibited to be correct, and that it included the improve- 
inents of the claimant; that he. knew of no interfering claims or lines. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Tuomas Bassert, administrator of Nathaniel Bassett; case commenced in page 664. 


Robert Ligon, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
aid plot of the land in question, and that it was correct, according to his best knowledge and belief, and included 
* the buildings noted on said plots; that he understood that the claim of Daniel Johnson interfered with this upon the 
upper or north line, and that the claim of Powel covered the southern part of said tract. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
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Ricuarp Ler, representative of Jordan Morgan; case commenced in page 656. 


Robert Ligon, surveyor, was produced asa witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed and plot- 
ted the Jand in question, and that he believed it was correct, and included the improvements of the claimant; that he 
understood that Hardy Wootton’s claim interfered with this in part, but he, Ligon, did not know to what extent, 
and knew of no other interference. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wryonre Wat ey, representative of Rebecca Kimbre; case commenced in page 657. 


Robert Ligon, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and 
plot of the land in question, and that it was correct, according to his knowledge and belief, and included the im- 
provements of the claimant; that the said plot was at first interfered with by the claim of Richard Brashear; that the 
parties had since accommodated the business by mutual consent, and called him to witness the amicable adjustment 
which was made, by which Brashear withdrew his claim to that part which was first included in said survey: 
that Hardy Wootton had, as the deponent understood, exhibited a claim which covered the whole of said plot med 
a part of three adjoining ones, viz: Brashear’s, Lee’s, and Hargrave’s. sid 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Ricuarp BrasHEar’s case, commenced in page 655. 


Robert Ligon, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question; that it was true and correct, as he believed, and, that it included the improvements 
of the claimant: that it also included a part of the claim of Wyche Watley; but that said Brashear, in the presence 
of said Ligon, agreed to waive his claim to all the land which said interference covered; that he knew of no other 
interference with his claim, except that he had heard that Hardy Wootton had run into a part of it. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Frazier’s case, commenced in page 681. 


Robert Ligon, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the surve 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct; that it included the principal part of the old came. 
ment of the claimant, and five others, and part of the sixth; that the claims of Elisha Simmons, William Murre! 
Ransom Harwel!, and Joseph Westmoreland, and part of the claim of Raleigh Green, were included within said 
plots and that, on the lower or south side, it also interferred with the claim of John Baker. as 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


JouN Brewer’s case, commenced in page 658. 


Robert Ligon, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he ma ‘yey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct, and that it included the house and i ee 
the claimant; that on the southeast side it interfered with the claim of Sanders Rea, about fifty acres; that he 
knew of no other interference. bi 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Constant McGrew’s case, No. 133 on the docket of the Board, and No. 71 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and four acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented her ciaim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands east of Péarl river, and south of Tennessee. 


Mississippi Territory, Washington County: Marcu 2, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on the west side of river Tombigbee, butting and 
bounded as follows: beginning on a corner of Doctor Chastang’s lower line, on the bank of the river; ‘thence, run- 
ning south, twenty-five degrees west, along the said line, eighty chains, to a corner stake; thence, running south 
sixty-five degrees east, eighty chains, to a corner pine on James McGrew’s upper line; thence, north, eighteen 
degrees east, along the said James McGrew’s line, eighty-one chains, toa corner cotton tree on the bank of the river 
being James McGrew’s upper corner; thence, the meanders of the river, to the beginning or station first mentioned: 
having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, containing six hundred and four 
acres: is claimed by Constant McGrew, under and by virtue of occupancy; the said claimant having inhabited and 
cultivated the tract herein specified agreeable to the second section of the act of Congress, entitled An act regula- 
ting grants of land, and providing for the sale of lands of the United States,” &c. and a long time previous to and 
after that time; and the same does not appear to be claimed by any of the preceding provisions of the act, and the said 
claimant was qualified agreeable to the requisitions of the law, and claims no other Jand in the territory, and now 
exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by the said act 
All of which this claimant begs leave to refer, as also to the plot hereto ‘fixed, &c. &c. 

CONSTANT McGREW, her x mark. 
{ Plot omitted. ] 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 201, by Epwarp Liuoyp Waues, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Robert Ligon, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the land 
in question, but did not make tke plot, and could not say as to its correctness; but knew, from the natural marks 
that it included the improvements of the claimant; that the greatest part of this claim was also claimed by James 
Callier, as the assignee of Bryant and Snelgrove; that he knew of no other interference. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun FLoop McGrew’s case, No. 134 on the docket of the Board, and No. 165 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the Jand claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the third day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Piease to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the north fork of Tawler creek, in the county 
of Washington, on the west side of ‘Tombigbee; beginning at a hickory, running thence, south, sixty-four degrees 
west, ninety chains, to a corner post oak; thence, north, twenty-six degrees west, seventy chains toa corner black- 
jack; thence, north, sixty-four degrees east, ninety chains, to a stake corner; thence, south, twenty-six degrees 
east, seventy chains, to the beginning; containing six hundred and thirty acres, having such shape, form, and marks, 
natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by John Flood McGrew, in and by virtue 
of the second section of the said act of Congress, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office east of Pear! 
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river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also toa copy of the plot 

é ed. a 

ca J. F. McGREW. 
Marcu 29, 1804. [Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed by me, Robert Ligon. | 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 498, by Epwarp Lioyp Warzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, | Regisier. 


Robert Ligon, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct, and that it included a small improvements that he 
understood that the claim of John Gordon interfered with this in a small degree, on the northeast ‘side; that he knew 
of no other interference. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Hunes’s case, No. 135 on the docket of the Board, and No. 167 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, as representative of Frederick Smith, under the second sec- 


tion of the act. : y ; P : y : 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of ny: S88 passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to lands south of the river Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee, in the county of 
Washington, beginning at James Denley’s, and running south, twenty degrees west, one hundred and fifteen chains; 
thence, north, seventy degrees west, twenty-five chains fifty links; thence, north, twenty degrees east, one hundred 
and thirty chains, to a sweet gum; thence, with a straight line, twenty-five chains fifty links, to a sweet gum on the 
river; thence, with the river, to the beginning, containing six hundred and forty acres; having such shape, form, and 
marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by John Hines, representative 
of Frederick Smith, in and by virtue of the second section oi the act, as a donation, and is now exhibited to the 
Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he 
begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

Joun Dentey, for 


Marcu 28, 1804. JOHN HINES, 
; Representative of Frederick Smith. 
[Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed, the 26th March, 1804, by Robert Ligon. Chain carriers, James Denley and James Donley. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 500, by Epwarp Luoyp Wass, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, fezister. 


The claimant exhibited two writings, in the following words and figures, to wit: 

Know all men by these presents, that I, Thomas Ware, have bargained and-sold to Daniel Kannady an improve- 
ment made by John Wheat on the river joining Captain Hargrave’s; likewise, he doth warrant and defend it from 
James Lovel and his heirs, this 12th day of November, 1802. 

THOMAS WARE. 


Test: Hezexran Carrer, his x mark. 


_ Know all men by these presents, that I, Daniel Kannady, do bargain and sell unto George Farrar a certain tract 
of land, that I, Daniel Kannady, did buy of Thomas Ware, formerly called Smith’s improvement, below the Sun- 
tlower. I, Daniel Kannady, warrant and defend it from James Lovel, or his heirs or assigns, this 17th day of 


December, 1804. 
DANIEL KANNADY. 
Witness: Ben. BaLtpwin. 


Upon the back of the last recited writing is an endorsement in the words and figures following, to wit: 


_ For and in consideration of the sum of fifty dollars to me in hand paid, I do sell unto John Hines the within bill 
of sale, and all and every thing claimed thereby, as given under my hand this 14th of March, 1804. 


GEORGE FARRAR. 


Robert Ligon, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in questions that it was true and correct, as he believed; that it included the improvements of 
the claimant; that he understood that that part of said land which adjoins the river was claimed by John Kennedy; 
that he had not heard of any other interfering claim. 

Benjamin Baldwin and Richard Brashears were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, they deposed, 
that they were not interested in the establishment of this claim. The said Baldwin testified, that the first knowledge 
he had of said land was about the month of July, 1802; that he believed that there was no person then living upon 
it, and, not having a general knowledge of the plot, could not say that he knew that any person lived upon the land 
in question at any time since he first saw it, until lately a Mr. Hills, he thought,:had moved on to it. ‘The said Bra- 
shears testified, that, according to the best of his knowledge, Frederick Smith settled upon the land in question, in 
the year 1797, at the place called the Old Field; that the next year his wife was wounded and scalped by the Indians 
at that place, after which he removed off; and that he, Brashears, did not. know any thing of the succession of occu- 
pants since that time. 

James Denley was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that, to the best of his knowledge, 
Frederick Smith settled upon the land in question in the year 1797; that he never saw Smith’s house or improvement, 
but he believed that he had made some improvement; that said Smith sold his claim to this improvement to John 
Wheat for one gallon of taffia. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Monday the 9th instant. 

Monpay, 4pril 9, 1804. 


The Board met according toadjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


ALEXANDER McCuttaecn’s case, No. 136 on the docket of the Board, and No. 1 on the books of the Register. 
Claim—Of two hundred acres of land, by virtue of a British grant, under the first section of the act. 
r - claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land, in the following words and figures, 
0 wit: 
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To the Commissioners appointed for receiving and adjusting claims to lands in the Mississippi territory by virtue 
of an act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803. 
GENTLEMEN: 7 ; 

Be pleased to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate, lying. and being within the Mississippi 
territory, is claimed by Alexander McCullagh, nephew and heir-at-law of Alexander McCullagh, formerly of Pen - 
sacola, in the province of West Florida, deceased, who died intestate, and that the grant mentioned in the following 
list er schedule, and now delivered to the Register of the Land Office, opened under and by virtue of the said act for 
lands lying east of Pearl river, together with a copy of the plot for the same, now also delivered in said office, will 
evince his right and title to said tract of land. To all which, for greater certainty, reference is hereby made. 

ALEXR. McCULLAGH. 


List or schedule of the tract of land referred to in the following notification, viz: Lot No. 1, two hundred acres. 
This isa tract of two hundred acres of land, situate on the west side of the river Tombigbee, about three-quarters of a 
mile above McIntosh’s bluff; bounded to the north by land of Adam Tate, on the south by land surveyed for Thomas 
Bassett. east by the river Tombigbee, and on the west by vacant land. The title to this land will appear by the 
original grant to Alexander McCullagh, bearing date the 6th of April, 1778, fer two hundred acres of land, situated 
as above stated. A copy of the plot taken from the original grant of the above mentioned land is hereto annexed, 
and also herewith delivered into the Land Office. : 


[Plot omitted. ] 


Grorcr THE Tuirp, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, 
and so forth. To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Whereas, our loving subject, Alexander McCullagh, in his humble petition, presented to our trusty and well 
beloved Peter Chester, Esquire, our Captain General and Governor-in-chief in and over our province of West 
Florida aforesaid, bearing date the 10th day of February, now last past, did set forth in substance, that, by virtue 
of our royal proclamation of the 17th day of October, in the third year of our reign, a certain Thomas Wigglesworth 
did, on the 13th day of February, which was in the year of our Lord 1776, obtain a warrant for surveying two hun- 
dred acres of land, in consideration of his services in America, last war, as a non-commissioned officer, and some 
time after departed this life: that, before his death, the said Thomas Wigglesworth did, for a valuable consideration, 
grant, bargain, sell, assign, transfer, and set over unto the petitioner, all his estate, right, title, and interest of, in, and 
unto the same tract of land of twohundred acres of land; and, on account of the death of the said Thomas Wiggles- 
worth, as aforesaid, before the passing of a patent for the said lands, the said petitioner could not obtain proper titles 
thereto, unless the same was granted to himself, therefore, prayed that our letters patent for the said tract might be 
made out and passed for the same unto, and in the name of, the said petitioner, his heirs, and assigns; which tract 
of land, so purchased by the said Alexander McCullagh from the said Thomas Wigglesworth before his decease, as 
aforesaid, we being willing to grant unto the said Alexander McCullagh, according to the prayer of this petition: 
now know ye, That we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant unto the said Alexander McCullagh, his heirs and 
assigns, all that tract of land herein before mentioned, situate on the west side of the river Tombigbee, about three 
quarters of a mile above McIntesh’s bluff, bounded on the north by land surveyed for Adam Tate, on the south by 
land surveyed for Thomas Bassett, east by the river Tombigbee, and on the west by vacant land, in our province of 
West Florida, and having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot 
thereof hereunto annexed, as drawn by the Surveyor General of lands; which said tract of land contains two hun: 
dred acres, and is bounded as by the further certificate hereunto likewise annexed, under the hand of our said Sur- 
veyor General of lands in our said province, may more fully and at large appear; together with all woods, under- 
woods, timber, and timber-trees, lakes, ponds, fishingwaters, water-courses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, 
and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining; together, also, with the privilege of 
hunting, hawking, and fowling, in and upon the same, and all mines and minerals; reserving to us, our heirs and 
successors, all mines of gold and silver: to have and to hold the said tract of land, and all and singular the prem- 
ises hereby granted, with the appurtenances, unto the said Alexander McCullagh, his heirs and assigns, in free and 
common soccage; yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our customs, 
for the time being, or to such other officer as shall be appointed to receive the same, a quit-rent of one half-penny 
sterling, per acre, at the feast of St. Michael every year; the first payment to commence on the said feast of St. 
Michael which shall first happen after the expiration of ten years from the date hereof, or within fourteen days after 
annually: Provided, always, (and this present grant is upon condition,) nevertheless, ‘That the said Alexander Mc- 
Cullagh, his heirs and assigns, shall red omg within three years after the date hereof, for every fifty acres of planta- 
ble land hereby granted, clear and cultivate three acres, at least, in that part thereof which he or they shall 
judge most convenient and advantageous, or else do clear and drain three acres of swampy or sunken ground, or do 
drain three acres of marsh, if any such shall be contained therein; and shall further, within the time aforesaid, put 
and keep upon every fifty acres thereof, accounted barren, three neat cattle, and continue the same thereon unti! 
three acres for every fifty acres be fully cleared and improved; and if it shall so happen that there be no part of 
the said tract of land fit for present cultivation, without manuring and improving the same, that if the said Alexan- 
der McCullagh, his heirs and assigns, shall, within three years from the date hereof, erect on some part of the said 
tract of land one good dwelling-house, to contain at least twenty feet in length and sixteen in breadth, and put ou 
his said land the like number of three neat cattle, as aforesaid, on every fifty acres therein contained; or, otherwise, if 
any part of the said tract of land shall be stony or rocky ground, not fit for pasture culture, shall and do, within three 
years, as aforesaid, besides erecting the said house, begin to employ thereon, and continue to work for three years 
then next ensuing, in digging in any stone quarry or mine, one good and able hand for every hundred acres thereof, it 
shall be accounted a sufficient cultivation and improvement: Provided, also, That every three acres which shall be 
cleared and worked, or cleared and drained, as aforesaid, shall further be accounted a sufficient seating, cultivation, 
and improvement, to save forever from forfeiture fifty acres of land, in any part of the tract hereby granted; and 
the said Alexander McCullagh, his heirs and assigns, shall be at liberty to withdraw his or their stock, or to forbear 
working in any quarry or mine, in se en to such cultivation and improvements aforesaid, as shall be made 
upon the plantable lands, swamps, sunken grounds, or marshes therein contained: Provided, also, That this grant 
shall be duly registered in the Register’s office in this province, within six months from the date hereof; and, also, 
that a docket thereof shall be entered in the Auditor’s office, within the same time, if such establishment shall take 
place in this province. Provided, always, ‘That the said Alexander McCullagh, his heirs and assigns, at any time 
hereafter, having seated, planted, cultivated, and improved the said land, or any part thereof, according to the di- 
rections and conditions above mentioned, and make proof of such seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement, 
in the general court, or the court of the county district or precinct where the land lieth, and have such proof cer- 
tified to the Register’s office, and there entered with the record of this grant, a copy of which, duly attested, shal! 
be admitted on trial to prove the seating and planting the said land: Provided always, nevertheless, That if the 
said Alexander McCullagh, his heirs and assigns, do not in all things fully comply with and fulfil the respective 
directions and conditions herein above set forth, for the proper cultivation of the said land, within the time herein 
above limited for completion thereof; or if the said Alexander McCullagh, his heirs, or assigns, shall not pay to us, 
our heirs, or successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the proper officer appointed to receive the 
same, the said quit-rent of one half-penny sterling per acre, on the said feast of St. Michael, or within fourteen days 
after, annually, for every acre contained in this grant, that then, and in either of these cases respectively, this grant 
be void, any thing contained therein to the contrary notwithstanding; and the said lands, tenements, hereditaments, 
and premises hereby specified, and every part thereof, shall revert to us, our heirs and successors, fully and abso- 
lutely as if the same had not been granted. 
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Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida: Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter Ches- 
ter, Esquire, our Captain General and Governor-in-chief in and over our said province, at Pensacola, this 
sixth day of April, in the year of jour Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, and the eigh- 


teenth year of our reign. 
PETER CHESTER. 


Passed the Secretary’s Office. 
PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun. Deputy Secretary. 


West Fiori pa, 88: 


Pursuant to a fiat from his excellency Peter Chester, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, and Commander- 
in-chiefin and over His Majesty’s province of West Florida, &c. &c. to me directed, bearing date the 6th day 
of April, 1778, I have perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do hereby certify there is no error therein 


apparent to me. ss 
R. WEGG, Altorney General. 
Aupiror’s Orricr, April 6, 1778. 
J. LORIMER, Deputy Auditor. 


West Fiorina, ss. Secretary’s Orrice, April 6, 1778. 


{ do hereby certify, that the within letters patent, Surveyor General’s certificate, and the certificate of the At- 
torney General, are recorded in the Secretary and Register’s Office of the province of West Florida in liber A, No. 


2, page 506, and examined and compared with the said record, by ; 
PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun. Deputy Secretary. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 1, by Epowarp Lioyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


A docket of the within grantis entered in book B, folio 34. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for further consideration. 


Orro V. T. Barseris, attorney in fact for the heirs of Robert Farmar, case No. 137 on the docket of the Board, 
and No. 2 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of one thousand acres, by virtue of a British grant, under the first section of the act. ; 
The claimant presented his claim, together with asurveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of the river Tombigbee, distant 
from the town of Mobile one hundred and thirty miles, bounded eastwardly by the river Tombigbee, northwardly 
by lands surveyed for Moses Kirkland and vacant land, and on all other sides by vacant land, and hath such forms 
and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed; containing one thousand acres, more 
or less: isclaimed by Otto V. T. Barberie, of New York, attorney in fact for the heirs of Major Robert Farmar, 
under and by virtue of a British grant, dated the 6th August, 1778, now delivered to the Register of the Land 
Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, 


as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
OTTO V. T. BARBERIE. 


[Plot omitted. ] 
West Fioripa, ss: 


GrorcE THE Turd, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, §. 
To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and, by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant unto Robert Farmer, his heirs and assigns, all that 
tract of land situated on the west side of the river Tombigbee, distant from the town of Mobile about one hundred 
and thirty miles, bounded eastwardly by the river ‘Tombigbee, northwardly by land surveyed for Moses Kirkland, 
and vacant land, and on all other sides by vacant land, in our province of West Florida, and having such shape, 
form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot thereof hereunto annexed, as drawn by 
our Surveyor General of lands, which said tract of Jand contains one thousand acres, and is bounded as by the fur- 
ther certificate hereunto likewise annexed, under the hand of our Surveyor General of lands in our said province, 
may more fully and at large appear; together with all woods, underwoods, timber and timber trees, lakes, ponds, 
fishings, waters, watercourses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto be- 
longing, or in anywise appertaining; together, also, with privilege of hunting, hawking, and fowling in and upon 
the same, and all mines and minerals; reserving unto us, our heirs and successors, all mines of gold and silver: 
to have and to hold the said tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby granted, with the appurtenances, 
unto the said Robert Farmar, his heirs and assigns, forever, in free and common soccage; yielding and paying to 
us, our heirs, and successors, to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time being, orto such other officer as 
shall be appointed to receive the same, a quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, at the feast of St. Michael 
every year; the first payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michael which shall first happen after the expi- 
ration of two years from the date hereof, or within fourteen days after the said feast, annually: Provided always, 
(and this present grant is upon condition,) nevertheless, That the said Robert Farmar, his heirs and assigns, shall and 
do, within three years after the date thereof, for every fifty acres of plantable land hereby granted, clear and culti- 
vate three acres, at least, in that part thereof which he or they shall judge most convenient and advantageous; or 
else do clear and drain three acres of swampy or sunken ground, or do drain three acres of marsh, if any such 
shall be contained therein; and shall further, within the time aforesaid, put and keep upon every fifty acres thereof 
accounted barren three neat cattle, and continue the same thereon, until three acres for every fifty acres be fully 
cleared and improved; and if it shall so happen that there be no part of the said land fit for present cultivation without 
manuring and improving the same, if the said Robert Farmar, his heirs and assigns, shall, within three years from the 
date hereof, erect on some part of the said tract of land one good dwelling house, to contain at least twenty feet in 
length and sixteen feet in breadth, and put on his said Jand the like number of three neat cattle, as aforesaid, on ever 
fifty acres therein contained; or, otherwise, if any part of the said tract of land should be stony or rocky pion 
not fit for culture or pasture, shall and do, within three years as aforesaid, besides erecting the said house, begin to 
employ thereon, and continue to work for three years then next ensuing, in digging in any stone quarry or mine, 
one good and able hand for every hundred acres thereof, it shall be accounted a sufficient cultivation and improve- 
ment: Provided, also, That every three acres which shall be cleared and worked or cleared and drained, as aforesaid, 
shall be accounted a sufficient seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement, to save forever from forfeiture fifty 
acres of Jand in any part of the tract hereby granted; and the said Robert Farmar, his heirs or assigns, shall be at 
liberty to withdraw his or their stock, or to forbear working in any quarry or mine, in proportion to such cultivation 
and improvements as shall be made upon the plantable lands, swamp, sunken grounds, or marshes therein contained: 
Provided, also, That this grant shall be duly registered in the Register’s Office of this province, within six months 
from the date hereof; and also, that a docket thereof shall be entered in the Auditor’s Office within the same time, if 
. such establishment shall take place in this province: Provided, always, That the said Robert Farmar, his heirs and 
assigns, at any time hereafter, having seated, planted, cultivated, and improved the said land, or any part thereof, 


according to the directions and conditions above mentioned, may make proof of such seating, planting, cultivation, 
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and improvement in_the general court, or in the court of the county, district, or precinct where the land lieth, and 
have such proof certified in the Register’s Office, and there entered with the record of this grant, a copy of which, 
duly attested, shall be admitted on trial, to prove the seating and planting of the said land: Provided always, 
nevertheless, That if the said Robert Farmar, his heirs or assigns, do not in all things fully comply with and fulfil 
the respective directions and conditions herein above set forth, for the proper cultivation of the said land, within the 
time herein above limited for the completion thereofs or, if the said Robert Farmar, his heirs or assigns, shall not 
pay to us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the proper ofticer appointed to 
receive the same, the said quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, on the said feast of St. Michael, or within 
fourteen days after, annually, for every acre contained in this grants that then, and in either of these cases, respec- 
tively, this grant shall be void, any thing contained herein to the contrary notwithstanding; and the said lands, tene- 
ments, hereditaments, and premises hereby specified, and every part or parcel thereof, shall revert to us, our heirs 
and successors, fully and absolutely, as if the same had never been granted. 
Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida: Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter Ches- 
ter, Esquire, our Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in-chiet in and over our said province, at Pen- 
sacola, this sixth day of August, in the year ofour Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, and 


in the eighteenth year of our reign. : 


[c.s.] PETER CHESTER. 


Passed the Secretary’s Office, 
PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun. Deputy Secretary. 


West FLoripa, ss: 
Pursuant toa fiat from his excellency Peter Chester, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, and Commander -in- 


chief in and over His Majesty’s province of West Florida, and to me directed, bearing date the sixth day of August. 
1778, I have perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do hereby certify that there is no error therein 
apparent to me. E. H. Bay, for 

E. R. WEGG, Aftorney General. 


Aupiror’s Orricr, August 6, 1778. 


J. LORIMER, Deputy Auditor. 


Wesr Fiorina, Secretary’s Orrice, fugust 6, 1778. 
I do hereby certify that the within letters patent, Surveyor General’s certificate, and the certificate of the At- 
torney General, are recorded in the Secretary and Register’s Office of the province of West Florida, in liber A, 


No. 3, page 434. Examined and compared with the said record by 
PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun. Deputy Secretary. 


A docket of the within grant is entered in book B, folio 44, by 


Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 6, by Epw. Lioyp Waltzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Orto V. T. Barer, attorney in fact for the heirs of Robert Farmar, case No. 138 on the docket of the 
Board, and No. 3 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of eight hundred acres, by virtue of a British grant, under the first section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and figures, 


to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to land south of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 


Piease to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of the river Tombigbee, at the 
high bluff, known by the name of Architicpy, adjoining the Choctaw boundary grant of land, bounded southwardly 
by the river Tombigbee, and on all other sides by vacant land: and hath such forms and marks, both natural and 
artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed. containing eight hundred acres, more or less: is claimed by Otto 
V. T. Barberie, of New York, attorney in fact for the heirs of Major Robert Farmar, under and_in virtue of a Brit- 
ish grant, dated the 6th day of August, 1778, now delivered to the Register of the Land Office established east 
of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also toa copy of the 


plot herewith filed. 
OTTO V. T. BARBERIE. 


Feprvary 8, 1804. 

[Plot omitted. ] 

Wesr Fiorina, ss: ; 

GrorGE THE Turd, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, &c. 
To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and, 
by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant, unto Robert Farmar, his heirs and assigns. 
all that tract of land situated on the west side of the river Tombigbee, at the high bluff, known by the name of 
Architicpy, adjoining the Choctaw boundary grant of lands, [bounded] southwardly by the river Tombigbee, and on 
all other sides by vacant land, in our province of West Florida, and having such shape, form, and marks, both natural 
and artificial, as are represented in the plot thereof hereunto annexed, as drawn by our Surveyor General of lands; 
which said tract of land contains eight hundred acres, and is bounded as by the further certificate hereunto likewise 
annexed, under the hand of our said Surveyor General of lands in our said province, may more fully aud at large 
appear; together with all woods, underwoods, timber,and timber trees, lakes, ponds, fishings, waters, watercourses, 
profits, commodities, hereditaments, and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging, or in anywise appertain- 
ing; together, also, with privileges of huntingg hawking, and fowling in and upon the same, and all mines and min- 
erals, reserving to us, our heirs and successors, all mines of gold and silver: to have and to hold the said tract of 
land, and all and singular the premises hereby granted, with the appurtenances, unto the said Robert Farmar, his 
heirs and assigns, forever, in free and common soccage, yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and successors, or 
to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time being, or to such other officer as shall be appointed to receive 
the same, a quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, at the feast of St. Michael every year; the first payment 
to commence on the said feast of St. Michael which shall first happen after the expiration of two years from the 
date hereof, or within fourteen days after the said feast, annually: Provided always, (and this present grant is upon 
condition,) nevertheless, That the said Robert Farmar, his heirs or assigns, shall and do, within three years after 
the date hereof, for every fifty acres of plantable lands hereby granted, clear and cultivate three acres, at least. in 
that part thereof which he or they may judge most convenient and advantageous; or else do clear and drain three 
acres of swampy or sunken ground, or do drain three acres of marsh, if any such shall be contained therein; and 
shall further, within the time aforesaid, put and keep upon every fifty acres thereof accounted barren three neat 
cattle, and continue the same thereon, until three acres for every fifty acres be fully cleared and improved; and if 
it shall so happen that there be no part of the said tract of land be fit for present cultivation. without manuring and 
improving the same, if the said Robert Farmar, his heirs or assigns, shall, within three years from the date hereof, 
erect on some part of the said tract of Jand one good dwelling house, to contain at least twenty feet in length and 
sixteen feet in breadth, and put on the said tract of land the like number of three neat cattle, as aforesaid, on every 
fifty acres herein contained; or, otherwise, if any part of the said land shall be stony or rocky ground, not fit for 
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culture or pasture, shall and do, within three years, as aforesaid, besides erecting the said house, begin to employ 
thereon, and continue to work for three years then next ensuing, in digging in any stone quarry or mine, one good 
and able hand for every hundred acres thereof, it shall be accounted a sufficient seating, cultivation, and improve- 
ment, to save forever from forfeiture fifty acres of said land, in any part of the tract hereby granted. 

And the said Robert Farmar, his heirs and assigns, shall be at hberty to withdraw his or their stock, or to fe: - 
bear working in any quarry or mine, in proportion to such cultivation and improvement aforesaid, as shall be made 


upon the plantable lands, swamps, sunken grounds, or marshes therein contained: Provided, also, That this grant 
shall be duly registered in the Register’s Office of this province within six months from the date hereof, and also 
that a docket thereof shall be entered in the Auditor’s Office within the same time, if such establishment shall take 
lace in this province: Provided always, That the said Robert Farmar, his heirs and assigns, at any time hereafter, 
,aving seated, planted, cultivated, and improved the said land, or any part thereof, according to the directions and 
conditions above mentioned, may make proof of such seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement, in the gen- 
eral court or in the court of the county, district, or precinct where the said land lieth, and have such proof certified 
to the Register’s Office, and there entered with the record of this grant, a copy of which, duly attested, shall be 
admitted, on trial, to prove the seating and planting the said land: Provided always, nevertheless, That if the said 
Robert Farmar, his heirs and assigns, do not in all things fully comply with and fulfil the respective directions 
and conditions herein above set forth for the proper cultivation of the said land, within the time herein above limit- 
ed for the completion thereof; or, if the said Robert Farmar, his heirs or assigns, shall not pay to us, our heirs and 
successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the proper officer appointed to receive the same, the 
said quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre on the said feast of St. Michael, or within fourteen days after, 
annually, for every acre contained in this grant; that then, and in either of these cases, respectively, this grant 
shall be void, any thing contained therein to the contrary notwithstanding; and the said lands, tenements, heredi- 
taments, and premises, hereby specified, and every part and parcel thereof, shall revert to us, our heirs and succes- 
sors, fully and absolutely, as if the same never had been granted. 
Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida: Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter 
Chester, Esquire, our Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over our said province, at 
Pensacola, this sixth day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, 


and in the eighteenth year of our reign. 
[c.s.] PETER CHESTER. 


Passed the Secretary’s office. 
PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun., Deputy Secretary. 


West Fiorina, ss: 

_ Pursuant to a fiat trom his excellency Peter Chester, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, and Commander- 
in-chief in and over His Majesty’s province of West Florida, &c., to me directed, bearing date the 6th day of Au- 
gust, 1778, I have perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do hereby certify that there is no error there- 


in apparent to me. : 
E. R. WEGG, 4itorney General. 
oe Avpitor’s Orrice, 4ugust 6, 1788. 
A docket of the within grant is entered in book B, folio 44. 
J. LORIMER, Deputy Auditor. 


West Fiorina, Secretary’s Orrice, 4ugust 6, 1778. 


I do hereby certify that the within letters patent, Surveyor General’s certificate, and the certificate of the Attorney 
General are recorded in the Secretary and Register’s Office of the province of West Florida, in liber A, page 433. 


Examined and compared with the said record, by : 
PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun., Dep. Sec. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 13, by Epwarp Lioyp Wal1tEs, for 
; : JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wirtiam Varpeman’s case, No. 139 on the docket of the Board, and No. 7 on the books of the Register. 
Claim—Of three hundred acres, as assignee and legal representative of John Lott, Junior, by virtue of a British 


grant, under the first section of the act. ; ; ; 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures following, 
to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Tombigbee river, in the county 
of Washington, bounded on the west side by land surveyed for Jesse Wall, on the north by the river Tombigbee, 
and on the south by lands surveyed for Arthur Moor, and southwestwardly by vacant land, containing three hun- 
dred acres, having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot an- 
nexed: is claimed by William Vardeman, legal representative of John Lott, by virtue of a British patent, and is 
now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To 


all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
WM. VARDEMAN. 


GrorGE THE Turn, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France,’and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, 
§c. To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and, by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant, unto John Lott, Junior, his heirs and assigns, all 
that tract of land situated on the west side of the river Tombigbee, distant above the town of Mobile about one hun- 
dred and five miles, bounded on the west by land surveyed for Jesse Wall, north by the river Tombigbee, south- 
eastwardly by land surveyed for Arthur Moore, and southwestwardly by vacant land, in our said province of West 
Florida, and having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in plot thereof here- 
unto annexed, as drawn by our Surveyor General of lands; which said tract of land contains three hundred acres, 
and is bounded as by the further certificate hereunto likewise annexed, under the hand of our said Surveyor Gene- 
ral of lands in our said province, may more fully and at large appear; together with all woods, underwoods, timber, 
and timber trees, lakes, ponds, fishings, waters, watercourses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, and appur- 
tenances whatsoever thereunto belonging, or in anywise appertaining; together, also, with privilege of hunting, 
hawking, and fowling in and upon the same, and all mines and minerals, reserving to us, our heirs and successors, 
all mines of gold and silver: to have and to hold the said tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby 
granted, with the appurtenances, unto the said John Lott, Junior, his heirs and assigns, forever, in free and common 
soccage; yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the 
time being, or to such other officer as shall be appointed to receive the same, a quit-rent of one halfpenny sterlin 
per acre, at the feast of St. Michael every year; the first payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michae 

. which shall first happen after the expiration of ten years from the date hereof, or within fourteen days after the said 
feast, annually: Provided always, (and this present grant is upon condition,) nevertheless, ‘That this grant shall be 
duly registered in the Register’s Office in this province, within six months from the date hereof, and also that a 
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docket thereof shall be entered in the Auditor’s Office within the same time, if such establishment shall take place 
in this province: Provided, also, That if the said John Lott, Junior, his heirs and assigns, do not in all things fully 
comply with and fulfil the conditions herein above set forth for the registering this grant, within the time herein 
above limited for the completion thereof; or, if the said John Lott, Junior, his heirs or assigns, shall not pay to us, 
our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the proper officer as shall be appointed 
to receive the same, the said quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, on the said feast of St. Michael, or 
within fourteen days thereafter, annually, for every acre contained in this grant; that then, and in either of these 
cases, respectively, this grant shall be void, any thing therein contained to the contrary notwithstanding; and the 
said lands, tenements, and hereditaments, hereby specified, and every part and parcel thereof, shall revert to us, 
our heirs, and successors, fully and absolutely, as if the same had never been granted. 


Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida: Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter 
Chester, Esquire, our Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over our said province, 
at Pensacola, the sixteenth day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seven- 
ty-eight, and the eighteenth year of our reign. 


[c. s.] PETER CHESTER. 
PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun., Dep. Sec. 


Passed the Secretary’s office. 


West Fioripa, 8s: 


Pursuant to a fiat from his excellency Peter Chester, Esquire, Captain-General and Governor-in-chief in and 
over His Majesty’s province of West Florida, &c. to me directed, bearing the date 16th day of February, 1778, I have 
perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do certify that there is no error therein apparent to me. 


E. R. WEGG, 4iétorney General. 
Avupiror’s Orrice, February 16, 1778. 


J. LORIMER, Deputy Auditor. 


Pensaco.a, Secrerary’s Orrice, February 16, 1778. 


I do hereby certify that the within letters patent, Surveyor General’s certificate, together with the certificate of the 
Attorney General, are recorded in the Secretary and Register’s Office of the province of West Florida, in liber A, 
No. 2, page 468, &c. 

Examined and compared with the said record, by 


A docket of the within grant is entered in book B, folio 29. 


PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun. Deputy Secretary. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 23, by Ep>warp Lioyp Waltzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited deeds of lease and release from John Lott, Jun. bearing date the 24th and 25th of Septem- 
ber, 1780, duly executed, conveying to Hubard Rees and John Whitehead all the said John Lott’s right, title, and in- 
terest in and to said tract of land. : 

Also, exhibited a deed of conveyance from John Whitehead, bearing date the 27th day of October, 1800, duly 
executed, conveying to William Vardeman all the said Whitehead’s right, title, and interest in and to the said tract 
of land. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


The nerrs or Jonn McInrosu, case No. 140 on the docket of the Board, and No. 24 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of five hundred acres, by virtue of a British grant, under the first section of the act. ; 
The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance y the act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, ani east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land situated as follows: beginning on or below the east end of 
bluff of the Tomies, or Turkey bluff, on a willow corner, on the river bank; thence, a line of marked trees, south, seven- 
teen degrees east, one hundred and twenty-two Gunter’s chains forty-six links, to a corner gum; thence, south, 
seventy-three degrees west, forty chains twenty-eight links, to an oak corner; thence, north, seventeen degrees west, 
one hundred and twenty-two chains forty-six links, to a corner oak on the river bank; thence, the meanders of the 
river Tombigbee, to the first mentioned station, having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot 
annexed. eae rg five hundred acres: is claimed by the legal representatives of John McIntosh, deceased, under 
and by virtue of a British patent, legally and fully executed, bearing date the twelfth day of September, 1775, and 
now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. 
To all which they beg leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

Exhibited by EDWIN LEWIS, 


[ Plot omitted. ] For the heirs. 
West F oripa, ss: 


GrorcE THE TuirD, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, §c. 
To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and — and, by 
these presents, do give and grant, unto John McIntosh, his heirs and assigns, all that tract of land situated on the 
west side of the river Tombigbee, about sixty-three miles northwardly from the town of Mobile, on the east end of the 
bluff of the Tomies, or Turkey bluff, butting and bounding northwestwardly by the said river, and on all other sides 
by vacant land, in our eget neg of West Florida, and having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, 
as are represented in the plot thereof hereunto annexed, as drawn by our Surveyor General of lands in our said pro- 
vince of West Florida; which said tract of land contains five hundred acres, and is bounded, as by the further cer- 
tificate hereunto likewise annexed, under the hand of our said Surveyor General of lands in our said province of 
West Florida, may more fully and at large appear; together with all woods, underwoods, timber, and timber trees, 
lakes, ponds, fishings, waters, watercourses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, and appurtenances whatsoever 
thereunto belonging, or in pe pater appertaining; together, also, with the privilege of hunting, hawking, and fowling 
in and upon the same, and all mines and minerals, reserving unto us, our heirs and successors, all mines of gold and 
silver: to have and to hold the said tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby granted, with the appurte- 
nances, unto the said John McIntosh, his heirs and assigns, forever, in free and common soccage, yielding and paying 
unto us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time being, or to such other 
officer as shall be appointed to receive the same, a quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, at the feast of St. 
Michael every year; the first payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michael which shall first happen after the 
expiration of two years from the date hereof, or within fourteen days after the said feast, annually: Provided always 

(and this present grant is upon condition,) nevertheless, ‘That the said John McIntosh, his heirs and assigns, shall 
and do, within three years after the date hereof, for every fifty acres of plantable land hereby granted, clear and cul- 
tivate three acres, at least, in that part thereof which he or they shall judge most convenient and advantageous; or 
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else do clear and drain three acres of swampy or sunken ground, or do drain three acres of marsh, if any such shall 
be contained therein; and shall further, ie the time aforesaid, put and keep upon every fifty acres thereot ac- 
counted barren three neat cattle, and continue the same thereon, until three acres for every fifty acres be fully cleared 
and improved; and if it shall so happen that there be no _ of the said tract of land fit fur present cultivation, with- 
out manuring and improving the same, if the said John McIntosh, his heirs or assigns, shall, within three years 
from the date hereof, erect on some part of the said tract of land one good dwelling house, to contain at least twenty 
feet in length and sixteen feet in breadth, and put on his said land the like number of three neat cattle, as aforesaid, on 
every fifty acres therein contained: or otherwise, if any part of the said tract of land shall be stony or rocky ground, not 
fit for culture or pasture, shall and do, within three years, as aforesaid, besides erectingjthe said house, begin to employ 
thereon, and continue to work for three years then next ensuing, in digging any stone quarry or mine, one good and able 
hand for every fifty acres thereof, it shall be accounted a sufficient cultivation and improvement, to save forever from 
forfeiture fifty acres of land in any part of the tract hereby granted3 and the said John McIntosh, his heirs and assigns, 
shall be at liberty to withdraw his or their stock, or to forbear working in any quarry or mine, in proportion to such 
cultivation and improvements aforesaid, as shall be made upon the plantable lands, swamps, sunken grounds, or 
marshes therein contained: Provided, also, ‘That this grant shall be duly registered in the Register’s Office of this pro- 
vince, within six months from the date hereof, and also that a docket thereof shall be entered in the Auditor’s 
within the same time, if such establishment shall take place in this province: Provided always, That the said John 
McIntosh, his heirs and assigns, at any time hereafter, having seated, planted, cultivated, and improved the said 
land, or any part thereof, agreeable to the directions and conditions above mentioned, and make proof of such seat- 
ing, planting, cultivation, and improvement, in the general court, or in the court of the county, district, or precinct 
where the said land lieth, and have such proof certified to the Register’s Office, and there entered with the record of 
this grant, a copy of which, duly attested, shall be admitted on trial, to prove the seating and planting the said land: 
Provided always, nevertheless, That if the said John McIntosh, his heirs and assigns, do not in all things fully com- 
ply with and fulfil the respective directions and conditions herein above set forth for the proper cultivation of the said 
land, within the time limited for the completion thereof; or, if the said John McIntosh, his heirs or assigns, shall not 
pay to us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the proper officer appointed to 
receive the same, the said quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre on the said feast of St. Michael,or within four- 
teen days after, annually, for every acre contained in this grant; that then, and in either of these cases, respectively, 
this grant shall be void, any thing therein contained te the contrary notwithstanding; and the said lands, tenements, and 
premises, hereby specified, and every part or parcel thereof, shall revert to us, our heirs and successors, fully and 
absolutely, as if the same never had been granted. 


Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida: Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter Ches- 
ter, Esq. our Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over our said province, at Pensacola, 
this twelfth day of September, in the year of our Lord 1775, and in the fifteenth year of our reign. 


[a. s.] PETER CHESTER. 


_ Pursuant to a fiat from his excellency Peter Chester, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in- 
chief in and over His Majesty’s province of West Florida, &c. to me directed, bearing date the 12th day of Septem- 
ber, 1775, I have perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do certify that there is no error therein ap- 


parent to me. 
E. R. WEGG, Attorney General. 


Wesr Fiorina, Secretary’s OrrtcE, September 12, 1775. 


_ I dohereby certify that the within letters patent, Surveyor General’s certificate, and the certificate of the Attorney 
ena are recorded in the Secretary and Register’s Office of the province of West Florida,in liber A, No. 3, 
page 111, 
Examined and compared with the said record by 
ALEXANDER McCULLAGH, Deputy Secretary. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 24, by Epwarp Lioyp Wa1zEs, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Exruv Hat Bay’s case, No. 141 on the docket of the Board, and No. 113 on the books of the Register. 


_ Claim—Of one hundred and seventy-three acres, as assignee and legal representative of William Fradgley, by 
virtue of a British grant, under the first section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 
To the Honorable the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 
1803, for receiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


GENTLEMEN: DeEcEMBER 20, 1803. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, on the wesc side of Tombigbee river, for one hundred and 
seventy-three acres, about sixty-two miles above the town of Mobile, butting and bounding (at the time of survey,) 
westwardly on lands granted to John McIntosh, northwardly on said river, and on all other sides by vacant lands: 
is claimed by Elihu Hall Bay, of Charleston, South Carolina, under and by virtue of a grant to one William Fradg- 
ley under the great seal of West Florida, signed by Governor Chester, dated the 15th March, 1776; also, a lease and 
release from the grantee to Elihu Hall Bay, the claimant, for the same, as may appear by the original grant and con- 
veyance now delivered unto the Register of the Land Office, now established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as 


directed by the said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot annexed to the original grant, 
herewith filed. 


ELIHU H. BAY. 
West Fiorina, 8s: [Plot omitted. ] 


Georce THE Tuirp, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, $e. 
To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and, by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant, unto William Fradgley, a reduced non-commis- 
sioned officer, his heirs and assigns, all that tract of aa situated on the west of the river Tonbaghee, about sixty-two 
miles above Mobile, butting and bounding westwardly on land granted unto John McIntosh, northerly on said river, 
and on all other sides by vacant land, in our province of West Florida, and having such shape, form, aud marks, both 
natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot thereof hereunto annexed, as drawn by our Surveyor General 
of lands; which said tract of land contains one hundred and seventy-three acres, and is bounded as by the further 
certificate hereunto likewise annexed, under the hand of our said Surveyor General of lands in our said province, 
may more fully and at large appear; together with all woods, underwoods, timber, and timber trees, lakes, ponds, fish- 
ings, waters, watercourses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging, 
or in anywise appertaining; together, also, with privilege of hunting, lawhine. and fowling in and upon the same, 
and all mines and minerals; reserving to us, our heirs and successors, all mines of gold and silver: to have and 
to hold the said tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby granted, with the appurtenances, unto the 
said William Fradgley, his heirs and assigns, forever, in free and common soccage; yielding and paying unto us, our 
heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time being, or to such other officer as shall 
be appointed to receive the same, a quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, at the feast of St. Michael every 
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year; the first payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michael which shall first happen after the expiration 
of ten years from the date hereof, or within fourteen daysafter, annually: Provided always, (and this present grant 
is upon condition) nevertheless, That the said William Fradgley, his heirs or assigns, shall and do, within three years 
after the date hereof, for every fifty acres of plantable land hereby granted, clear and cultivate three acres, at least, 
in that part thereof which he or they shall judge most convenient and advantageous, or else do clear and drain 
three acres of swampy or sunken ground, or do drain three acres of marsh, if any such shall be contained therein: 
and shall further, within the time afvresaid, put and keep upon every fifty acres thereof accounted barren three neat 
cattle, and continue the same thereon, until three acres for every fifty acres be fully cleared and improved; and if it 
shall so happen that there be no part of the said tract of land fit for present cultivation, without manuring and im- 
proving the same, if the said Willliam Fradgley, his heirs and assigns, shall, within three years from the date hereof, 
erect on some part of the said tract of land one good dwelling house, to contain at least twenty feet in length 
and sixteen feetin breadth, and put on his said land the like number of three neat cattle, as aforesaid, on every fiity 
acres therein contained; or, otherwise, if any part of the said tract of land shall be stony and rocky ground, not fit 
tor culture or pasture, shall and do, within three years, as aforesaid, besides erecting the said house, begin to employ 
thereon, and continue to work for three years then next ensuing, in digging any stone quarry or mine, one good and 
able hand for every hundred acres thereof, it shall be accounted a sufficient seating, cultivation, and improvement: 
Provided also, That every three acres which shall be cleared and worked, or cleared and drained, as aforesaid, sha!! 
further be accounted a sufficient seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement, to save forever from forfeiture 
fifty acres of land in any part of the tract hereby granted. And the said William Fradgley, his heirs and assigns, 
shall be at liberty to withdraw his or their ak, or to forbear working in any stone quarry or mine, in proportion 
to such cultivation and improvements aforesaid, as shall be made upon the plantable lands, swamps, sunken grounds, 
or marshes therein contained: Provided, also, ‘That this grant hell be duly registered in the Register’s Office within 
this province, in six months from the date hereof, and also a docket thereof shall be entered in the Auditor’s Office 
within the same time, if such establishment shall take place in this province: Provided always, That the said Wil- 
liam Fradgley, his heirs and assigns, at any time hereafter, having seated, planted, cultivated, and improved the said 
land, or any part thereof, according to the directions and conditions above mentioned, may make proof of such seat- 
ing, planting, cultivation, and improvement, in the general court, or in the court of the county, district, or precinct 
where the land lieth, and have such proof certified to the Register’s Office, and there entered with the record of this 
grant, a copy of which, duly attested, shall be admitted on trial, to prove the seating and planting the said land: 
Provided always, nevertheless, That if the said William Fradgley, his heirs and assigns, do not in all things fully 
comply with and fulfil the respective directions and conditions herein above set forth for the proper cultivation of 
the said land, within the time herein above limited for the completion thereof; or, if the said William Fradgley, his 
heirs or assigns, shallj not pay to us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to 
the proper officer appointed to receive the same, the said quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, on the said 
feast of St. Michael, or within fourteen days after, annually, for every acre contained in this grant; that then, and ir 
either of these cases, respectively, this grant shall be void, any thing therein contained to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing; and the said lands, tenements, hereditaments, and premises, hereby specitied, and every part and parcel thereof, 
shall revert to us, our heirs and successors, fully and absolutely, as if the same never had been granted. ‘This grant 
being in pursuance of our royal proclamation of the 7th day of October, in the third year of our reign. 


Given under the [great seal of our province of West Florida: Witness our trusty and beloved Peter Chester. 
Esquire, our Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over our said province, at Pensa- 
cola, this thirteenth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, and 


in the sixteenth year of our reign. 
[c.s.] PETER CHESTER. 


Passed the Secretary’s Office. . 
PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun., Deputy Secretary. 
West Fiorina, ss: 

Pursuant to a fiat from his exceliency Peter Chester, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, and Commander- 
in-chief in and over His Majesty’s province of West Florida, &c., to me directed, bearing date the 13th day ot 
March, 1776, I have perused and inspected the within letters patent, and hereby certify that there is no errot 
therein apparent to me. 
E. R. Wee, 4tlorney General, by 

E. H. BAY, his Attorney. 


West Fiorina, Secretary’s Orrice, March 16, 1776. 
i do hereby certify that the within letters patent, Surveyor General’s certificate, and the certificate of the At- 
torney General, are recorded in the Secretary’s and Register’s Office of the province of West Florida, in liber A. 


No. 3, page 141. 


Examined and compared with the said record by ne . 
PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun. Deputy Secretary. 


The claimant exhibited deeds of lease and release from William Fradgley, bearing date the 14th and 15th of 
March, 1776, duly executed, conveying to the said Elihu Hall Bay all the said Fradgley’s right, title, and interest 
in and to the said tract of land. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 350, by Epwarp Lioyp Wares, for ; 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Regiséer. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Extmvu Hatt Bay’s case, No. 142 on the docket of the Board, and No. 114 on the books of the Register. 

Claim—Of twenty-seven acres of land, as assignee and legal representative of William Fradgley, by virtue of 
a British grant, under the first section of the act. ; ; ; 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Honorable Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, 
for receiving and adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 
GENTLEMEN: ; 
Please to take notice, that the following tract of land of twenty-seven acres, on the west side of Tombigbee 
river, about sixty-two miles above the town of Mobile, at a place known by the name of Tomies bluff; butting and 
bounding northerly on said river, northeastwardly on John McIntosh’s land, and on all other sides by vacant Tand: 
is claimed by Elihu Hall Bay, of Charleston, South Carolina, under and by virtue of a grant to William Fradgley, 
dated the 15th March, 1776, for the same, and indentures of lease and release from Fradgley to E. H. Bay for this 
tract; which grant and indentures of lease and release are all now delivered unto the Register of the Land Office 
established east of Pearl river, as directed by said act, with a copy of the plot annexed to the original grant. To al! 


which he begs leave to refer. 3 
, E. H. BAY. 
DeEcEMBER 20, 1803. [Plot omitted. ] 
i ‘ plot of twenty-seven acres of land on Tombigbee river, claimed by Elihu Hall Bay, of Charleston, Soutli 
Yarolina. 
E. H. BAY. 


DEcEMBER 20, 1803. 








none 
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West Fiorina, ss: . ; : 
GeorcE THE Trp, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, &c. 


To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and, by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant, unto William Fradgley, a reduced non-commis- 
sioned officer, his heirs and assigns, all that tract of and, situated northerly, about sixty-three miles above the town 
of Mobile, on the west side of Tombigbee river, at a place known by the name of Tomies bluff, butting and 
bounding northerly on the said river ‘Tombigbee, and on all other sides by vacant land, in our province of West 
Florida; and having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot thereof 
hereunto annexed, as drawn by our Surveyor General of lands; which said tract of land contains twenty-seven acres, 
and is bounded as by the further certificate hereunto likewise annexed, under the hand of our said Surveyor General 
of lands in our said province, may more fully and at large appear: together with all woods, underwoods, timber, and 
timber-trees, lakes, ponds, fishings, waters, watercourses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, and appurtenances 
whatsoever thereunto belonging, or in anywise appertaining: together, also, with privilege of hunting, hawking, and 
fowling in and upon the same, and all mines and minerals, reserving to us, our heirs and successcrs all mines of 
gold and silver: to have and to hold the said tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby granted, with 
the appurtenances, unto the said William Fradgley, his heirs and assigns, forever, in free and common soccage; 
yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time 
being, or to such other officer as shall be appointed to receive the same, a quit-rent of one halfpenny. sterling per 
acre, at the feast of St. Michael every year; the first payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michael which 
shall first happen after the expiration of ten years from the date hereof, or within fourteen days after the said feast, 
annually: Provided always, (and this present grant is upon condition) nevertheless, That the said William Fradg- 
ley, his heirs and assigns, shall and do, within three years after the date hereof, for every fifty acres of plantable 
land hereby granted, clear and cultivate three acres, at least, in that part thereof which he or they may judge most 
convenient and advantageous, or else do clear and drain three acres of swampy or sunken ground, or do drain 
three acres of marsh, if any such shall be contained therein; and shall further, within the time aforesaid, put and keep 
upon every fifty acres thereof accounted barren three neat cattle, and continue the same thereon, until three acres 
for every fifty acres be fully cleared and improved; and if it shall so happen that there be no part of the said tract 
of land fit for present cultivation, without manuring and improving the same, if the said William Fradgley, his 
heirs or assigns, shail, within three years from the date hereof, erect on some part of the said tract of land one 
good dwelling house, to contain at least twenty feet in length and sixteen feet in breadth, and put on his said land 
the like number of three neat cattle, as aforesaid, on every fifty acres therein contained: or, otherwise, if any 
part of the said land shall be stony and rocky ground, not fit for culture or pasture, shall and do, within three 
years as aforesaid, besides erecting the said house, begin to employ thereon and continue to work for three years 
then next ensuing, in digging any stone quarry or mine, one good and able hand for every hundred acres thereof, it 
shall be accounted a sufficient cuitivation and improvement: Provided, also, That every three acres which shall 
be cleared and drained, as aforesaid, shall further be accounted a sufficient seating, planting, cultivation, and im- 
provement, to save forever from forfeiture fifty acres of and in any part of the tract hereby granted; and the said 
William Fradgley, his heirs and assigns, shall be at liberty to withdraw his or their stock, or to forbear working in any 
quarry or mine, in proportion te such cultivation and improvements aforesaid as shall be made upon the plantable 
iands, swamps, sunken grounds, or marshes therein contained: Provided, also, That this grant shall be duly regis- 
tered in the Register’s Office within six months from the date hereof, and also a docket thereof shall be entered 
in the Auditor’s Office within the same time, if such establishment shall take place in this province: Provided, 
always, That the said William Fradgley, his heirs and assigns, at any time hereafter, having seated, planted, culti- 
vated, and improved the said land, or any part thereof, according to the directions and conditions above mentioned, 
may make proof of such seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement, in the general court, or the court of the 
county, district, or precinct where the said Jand lieth, and have such proof certified to the Register’s Office, and there 
entered with the record of this grant, a copy of which, duly attested, shall be admitted on trial, to prove the seat- 
ing and planting of the said land: Provided always, nevertheless, That if the said William Fradgley, his heirs and 
assigns, do not in all things fully comply with and fulfil the respective directions and conditions above set forth, for 
the proper cultivation of the said land, within the time hereunto above limited fer the completion thereofs or, if the 
said William Fradgley, his heirs or assigns, shall not pay to us, our heirs aud successors, or to the Receiver Gene- 
ral of our quit-rents, or to the proper officer appointed to receive the same, the said quit-rent of one halfpenny 
sterling per acre, on the said feast of St. Michael, or within fourteen days after, annually, for every acre contained 
in this grant; that then, and in either of these cases respectively, this grant shall be void, any thing herein contained 
to the contrary notwithstanding; and the said lands, tenements, hereditaments, and premises hereby specified, and 
every part and parcel thereof, shall revert to us, our heirs and successors, fully and absolutely, as if the same never 
had been granted. ‘This grant being in pursuance of our royal proclamation of the seventh day of October, in the 
third year of our reign. 

Given under the great seai of our province of West Florida: Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter Chester, 

Esquire, our Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over dur said province, at Pensacola, 
this thirteenth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, and the 


sixteenth year of our reign. 
[e.s.] PETER CHESTER. 


Passed the Secretary’s Office. 
PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun., Deputy Secretary. 
West Fiorina, 8s- 

Pursuant to a fiat from his excellency Peter Chester, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, and Commander- 
in-chief in and over his Majesty’s province of West Florida, &c. &c., to me directed, bearing date the thirteenth 
day of March, 1776, [have perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do hereby certify that there is 


no error therein apparent to me. 
E. R. Weae, ty. General, by 
ELIHU HALL BAY, his 2torney. 
West Fiorina, Skcretary’s Orrice. March —, 1776. 

[ do hereby certify, that the within letters patent. Surveyor General’s certificate, and the certificate of the 
Attorney General, are recorded in the Secretary’s and Register’s Office of the province of West Florida in liber. 
A, No. 3, page 142. 

Examined and compared with the said record by 


PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun.. Dep. Sec. 
The claimant exhibited deeds of lease and release from William Fradgley, bearing date the 14th and 15th days 
of March, 1776, duly executed, conveying to the said Elihu Hall Bay all the said Fradgley’s right, title, and inter- 
est, to the said tract of land. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 357, by Enwarp Lioyp Wai_es, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
Einav Hat Bay’s case, No. 143 on the docket of the Board, and No. 115 on the books of the Register. 
Claim—Of five hundred acres, as assignee and legal representative of John Sutherland, by virtue of a British 


grant, under the first section of the act. ; 
rhe claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 
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To the Honorable the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 
1803, for receiving and adjusting claims to lands south of the river Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


GENTLEMEN: 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, about one 
hundred and twelve miles above the town of Mobile, joining the Tombigbee river to the northeast, bounded on the 
northwest by lands surveyed to Charles Walker, and on the other two sides by vacant land; containing five hun- 
dred acres: is claimed by Elihu Hall Bay, of Charleston, South Carolina, under and by virtue of a grant, under the 
great seal of West Florida, dated the 22d October, 1779, to John Sutherland, signed by Governor Chester, a 
bargain and sale from John Sutherland, by Elihu Hall Bay, his attorney, to Henry Beaumont, dated the 13th day 
of November, 1779. Also, a bargain and sale from Henry Ranment back to Elihu Hall Bay, for said tract of land, 
dated 15th of November, 1779; which grant and intermediate conveyances are al] now delivered unto the Register 
of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, as directed by said act, with a copy of the plot of the said land 
to the original grant annexed. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer. 

KE. H. BAY. 


DeceMBER 20, 1803. ; 
[Plot omitted. } 


A plot of five hundred acres of land claimed by Elihu Hall Bay, of Charleston, South ie” - 
4e . BAY. 


DecEMBER 20, 1803. 


West Fiorina, 8s. i m 
Gerorce THE Tuirp, by the grace of God,of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, §c. 
To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and, by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant, unto John Sutherland, a reduced master’s mate 
in our navy, his heirs and assigns, all that tract of land, situated on the west side of the river ‘Tombigbee, distant 
from the town of Mobile about one hundred and twelve miles, joining the river Tombigbee at the northeast, bounded 
on the northwest side by land surveyed for Charles Walker, and on the other two sides by vacant land, in our pro- 
vince of West Florida, and having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in 
the plot thereof hereunto annexed, as drawn by our Surveyor General of lands; which said tract of land contains five 
hundred acres, and is bounded as by the further certificate hereunto likewise annexed, under the hand of our said 
Surveyor General of lands, in our said province, may more fully and at large appear; together with all woods, under- 
woods, timber, and timber trees, lakes, ponds, fishings, waters, watercourses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, 
and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging, or in anywise appertaining, together, also, with privilege of hunt- 
ing, hawking, and fowling in and upon the same, and all mines and minerals; reserving to us, our heirs and succes- 
sors, all mines of gold and silver: to have and to hold the said tract of land, and all and singular the premises here- 
by granted, with the appurtenances, unto the said John Sutherland, his heirs and assigns, forever, in free and common 
soccage, yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the 
time being, or to such other officer, as shall be appointed to receive the same, a quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling 
per acre, at the feast of St. Michael every year; the first payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michael, 
which shall first happen after the expiration of ten years from the date hereof, or within fourteen days after the said 
feast, annually: Provided always, (and this present grant is upon condition.) nevertheless: That the said John Suther- 
land, his heirs or assigns, shall and do within three years after the date hereof, for every fifty acres of plantable 
land hereby granted, clear and cultivate three acres, at least, in that part thereof which he or they shall judge most 
convenient and advantageous; or else do clear and drain three acres of swampy or sunken ground, or do drain 
three acres of marsh, if any such shall be contained therein; and shall further, within the time aforesaid, put and 
keep upon every fifty acres thereof accounted barren three neat cattle, and continue the same thereon, until three 
acres forevery fifty acres be fully cleared and improved; and if it shall so happen that there be no part of the said 
land fit for present cultivation, without manuring and improving the same, if the said John Sutherland, his heirs or 
assigns, shall, within three years from the date hereof, erect. on some part of the said tract of land one good dwelling 
house, to contain at least twenty feet in length and sixteen feet in breadth, and put on his said land the like number 
of three neat cattle, as aforesaid, on every fifty acres therein contained; or, otherwise, if - part of the said tract of 
of land shall be stony and rocky ground, not fit for culture or pasture, shall and do, within three years, as afore- 
said, besides erecting the said house, begin to employ thereon, and continue to work for three years then next 
ensuing, in digging any stone quarry or mine, one good and able hand for every hundred acres thereof, it shall be 
accounted a sufficient cultivation and improvement: Provided also, That every three acres which shall be cleared 
and worked, or cleared and drained, as aforesaid, shall further be accounted a sufficient seating, planting, cultivation, 
and improvement, to save forever from forfeiture fifty acres of land, in any part of the tract hereby granted; and 
the said John Sutherland, his heirs and assigns, shall be at liberty to withdraw his or their stock, or to forbear work- 
ing in any stone quarry or mine in proportion to such cultivation and improvements as shall be made upon the planta- 
ble lands, swamps, sunken grounds, or marshes therein contained: Provided also, That this grant shall be duly 
registered in the Register’s Office of this province within six months from the date hereof, and also, that a docket 
thereof shall be entered in the Anditor’s Office within the same time, if such establishment shall take place in 
this province: Provided, always. That tie said John Sutherland, his heirs and assigns, at any time hereafter, having 
seated, planted, cultivated, and improved the said land, or any part thereof, according to the directions and condi- 
tions above mentioned, may make proof of such seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement, in the general court, 
or in the court of the county, district, or precinct where the said land lieth, and have such proof certified to the 
Register’s Office, and there entered with the record of this grant, a copy of which, duly attested, shall be admit- 
ted on trial to prove the seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement of the said land: Provided always, never- 
theless, That it the said John Sutherland, his heirs and assigns, do not in all things fully comply with and fultil 
the respective directions and conditiois herein above set forth for the proper cultivation of the said land, within the 
time herein above limited for the completion thereof; or, if the said John Sutherland, his heirs or assigns, shall not 
pay to us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the proper officer appointed 
to receive the same, the said quit-rent of one-halfpenny sterling per acre, on the feast of St. Michael, or within 
fourteen days after, annually, for every acre contained in this grant; that then, and in either of these cases, respect- 
ively, this grant shall be void, any thing therein contained to the contrary notwithstanding; and the said lands, 
tenements, hereditaments, and premises, hereby specified, and every part ant parcel thereof, shall revert to us, our 
heirs and successors, fully and absolutely, as if the same had never been granted. This grant being in pursuance 
of our royal proclamation of the seventh day of October, in the third year of our reign. 

Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida: Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter Chester, 
Esquire, our Captain fone, Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over our said province, at Pen- 
sacola, this twenty-second day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seven- 


ty-nine, and in the nineteenth year of our reign. 
[c.s.] PETER CHESTER. 


Passed the Secretary’s Office. 
ELIHU HALL BAY, Deputy Secretary. 
West Fiorina, ss. 

Pursuant to a fiat from his excellency Peter Chester, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, and Commander- 
in-chief in and over His Majesty’s province of West Florida, &c., to me directed, bearing date the 22d day of 
October, 1779, Ihave perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do hereby certify that there is no 


¢rror therein apparent to me. 
E. G. WEGG, Attorney General. 
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West Fiorina, Secretary’s Orrice, Pensacola, 22d October, 1779. 


I do hereby certify, that the within letters patent, Surveyor General’s certificate, and the certificate, of the 
Attorney General, are recorded in the Secretary and Register’s Office of the Province of West Florida, in liber A, 
No. 3, page 532. 


Examined and compared with the said record, by : 
ELIHU HALL BAY, Dep. Secretary and Register. 


AupiTor’s Orrice, Pensacota, 22d October, 1779. 


A docket of the within grant is entered in this office, in book B, page — by 
J. LORIMER, Dep. Auditor. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1. page 374, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant produced a deed of conveyance from John Sutherland, executed by Elihu Hall Bay, as attorney 
for said Sutherland, dated 13th day of November, 1779, conveying to Henry Beaumont all the said Sutherland’s right, 
title, and claim to the said tract of land. : : 

The claimant also produced a deed of conveyance from Henry Beaumont, bearing date the 15th day of Novem- 
ber, 1779, conveying to Elihu Hall Bay all the said Beaumont’s right, title, and claim to the said tract of land. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Ausustin Rocuon’s heirs, case No. 144 on the docket of the Board, and No. 116 on the books of the 


Register. 
‘Claim—Of two hundred and twenty-five acres of land, as the legal representatives of Augustin Rochon, deceased, 


by virtue of a British grant, under the first section of the act. : : ; 
The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: ; 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and eastof Pearl river. 
Forr Sroppert, March 12, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of. land, lying west of Tombigbee river, butting and bounding 
northwardly by Lewis Forneret’s land, southerly by Daniel Mortimer’s land, eastwardly by said river, and on the 
other side by vacant land; about two miles above Nanna Hubba bluff, and about sixty-two miles from the town of 
Mobile: is claimed by Louise Rochon, widow, for and in behalf of the heirs of Augustin Rochon, deceased, under 
and by virtue of a British patent granted to Augustin Rochon, deceased, late husband of the said Louise, as may 
appear by the original patent now delivered to the Register of the Land Office to be established east of Pearl river, 
to be recorded as directed by said act. To all, which he begs leave to refer, as alsov to a copy of the plot here- 


with filed. 
AUGUSTIN ROCHON, 
Attorney for Louise Rochon. 


[ Plot omitted.] 


West Froripa, ss. 
Grorse THE Turn, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, &c. 
To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and, by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant, unto Augustin Rochon, his heirs and assigns, all 
that tract of land situated on the west side of the river ‘Tombigbee, about two miles above the bluff of the Nanna Hubba, 
and about sixty-two miles above the town of Mobile, bounded northwardly by Lewis Forneret’s land, southwardly 
by Daniel Mortimer’s land, eastwardly by said river, and on the other side by vacant land, in our said province of 
West Florida, and having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot 
thereof hereunto annexed, as drawn by our Surveyor General of lands, in our said province of West Florida; 
which said tract of land contains two hundred and twenty-five acres, and is bounded as by the further certificate 
hereunto likewise annexed, under the hand of our said Surveyor General of lands in our said province, may more 
fully and at large appears together with all woods, underwoods, timber, and timber trees, lakes, ponds, fishings, wa- 
ters, watercourses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging, or in 
anywise appertaining; together, alsu, with privilege of hunting, hawking, and fowling in and upon the same, and all 
mines and minerals, reserving to us, our heirs and successors, all mines of gold and silver: to have and to hold 
the said tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby granted, with the appurtenances, unto the said Au- 
gustin Rochon, his heirs and assigns, forever, in free and common soccage, yielding and paying unto us, our heirs 
and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time being, or to such other officer as shall be 
appointed to receive the same, a quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, at the feast of St. Michael every year; 
the first payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michael which shall first happen after the expiration of two 
years from the date hereof, or within fourteen days after the said feast, annually: Provided always, (and this present 
grant is upon condition,) nevertheless, That the said Augustin Rochon, his heirs or assigns, shall and do, within three 
_ after the date hereof, for every fifty acres of plantable land hereby granted, clear and cultivate three acres, at 
east, in that part thereof which he or they shall judge most convenient and advantageous; or else do clear and drain 
three acres of swampy or sunken ground, or do drain three acres of marsh, if any such shall be contained therein; 
and shall further, within the time aforesaid, put and keep upon every fifty acres thereof accounted barren three neat 
cattle, and continue the same thereon, until three acres for every fifty be fully cleared and improved; and if it shall 
so happen that there be no part of the said land fit for present cultivation, without manuring and improving the same, 
if the said Augustin Rochon, his heirs and assigns, shall, within three years from the date hereof, erect on some part 
of the said tract of land one good dwelling house, to contain at least twenty feet in length and sixteen feet in breadth, 
and put on his said land the like number of three neat cattle, as aforesaid, on every fifty acres therein contained; or 
otherwise, if part of the said tract of land shall be stony or rocky ground, not fit for culture or pasture, shall and 
do, within three years, as aforesaid, besides erecting the said house, begin to employ thereon, and continue to work 
for three years then next ensuing, in digging any stone quarry or mine, one good and able hand for every hundred 
acres thereof, it shall be accounted a sufficient cultivation and improvement: Provided also, That every three acres 
which shall be cleared and worked, or cleared and drained, as afuresaid, shall further be accounted a sufficient seat- 
ing, planting, cultivation, and improvement, to save forever from forfeiture fifty acres of land in any part of the 
said tract hereby granted. And the said Augustin Rochon, his heirs and assigns, shall be at liberty to withdraw his 
or their stock, or to forbear working in any quarry or mine, in proportion to such cultivation and improvements afore- 
said, as shall be made upon plantable lands, swamps, sunken grounds or marshes therein contained: Provided always, 
That this grant shall be uly registered in the Register’s Office of this province, within six months from the date 
hereof, and also a docket thereof shall be entered in the Auditor’s Office within the same time, if such establishment 
shall take place in this province: Provided always, That the said Augustin Rochon, his heirs and assigns, shall at 
any time hereafter, having seated, planted, cultivated, and improved the said land, or any part thereof, according to 
the directions and conditions above mentioned, may make proof of such seating, planting, cultivation, and improve- 
ment, in the general court, or in the court of the county, district, or precinct where the said land lieth; and have such 
. proof certified to the Register’s Office, and there entered with the record of this — a copy of which, duly attested, 
Shall be admitted on trial, to prove the seating and planting of the saidland: Provided always, nevertheless, That 
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if the said Augustin Rochon, his heirs and assigns, do not in all things fully comply with and fulfil the respective di- 
rections and conditions herein above set forth, for the proper cultivation of the said land, within the time herein 
above limited for the completion thereof; or if the said Augustin Rochon, his heirs and assigns, shall not pay to us, 
our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the proper officer appointed to receive 
the same, the said quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, on the said feast of St. Michacl, or within fourteen 
days after the said feast, annually, for every acre contained in this grants that then, and in either of these cases, re- 
spectively, this grant shall be void, any thing contained therein to the contrary notwithstanding; and the said lands, 
tenements, hereditaments, and premises, hereby specified, and every part and parcel thereof, shall revert to us, our 
heirs and successors, fully and absolutely, as if the same never had been granted. 


Given under the great seal of our said province of West Florida: Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter 
Chester, Esq. our Captain Genera!, Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over our said province, at 
Pensacola, this fourth day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
nine, and in the twentieth year of our reign. 

{c. s.] PETER CHESTER. 


Passed the Secretary’s office. 
ELIHU HALL BAY, Dep. Sec’y. 


West Fiorina, ss. 

Pursuant to a fiat from his excellency Peter Chester, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, and Commander- 
in-chief, in and over His Majesty’s province of West Florida,"&c. &. to me directed, bearing date the fourth day of 
December, 1779, Lhave perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do hereby certify that there is no 


error therein apparent to me. : 
i E. R. WEGG, Attorney General. 


Wesr Frioriwa, Secretary’s Orrick, Pensacola, 4th December, 1779. 


I do hereby certify, that the within letters patent, Surveyor General’s certificate, and the certificate of the At- 
torney General, are recorded in the Secretary and Register’s Office of the province of West Florida, in liber A, 
No. 3, page 534. 


Examined and compared with the said record, by ; 
ELIHU HALL BAY, Dep. Secretary and Register. 


Pensaco.a, Aupitor’s Orricer, 4th December, 1779. 
9 ’ 


A docket of the within grant is entered in book B, page —, by 
J. LORIMER, Deputy Auditor. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 393, by Epwarp Lioypy Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


The weirs or Avcusrin Rocuon, case No. 145 on the docket of the Board, and No, 117 on the books of tie 
Register. 

Claim—Of five iundred and fifty acres of land, by virtue of a British patent, under the first section of the act. 

The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Fort SroppErt, 12¢h March, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying west of the river Tensaw, butting and bounding on the 
north by land surveyed to Charles Parent; northwestward by land possessed by Lewis Duret; south by land pos- 
sessed by John Trouillet, and southwestward by the river Tensaw, about thirty-six miles above the town of Mobile: 
is claimed by Louise Rochon, widow, for and in behalf of the heirs of Augustin Rochon, deceased, under and by vir- 
tue of a British patent granted to Augustin Rochon, deceased, late husband of the said Louise, as may appear by the 
original patent now delivered to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as 
directed by said act. ‘To all which she begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 


Aveus1in Rocuon, Attorney for 


LOUISE ROCHON. 
[Plot omitted. ] 
Wesr FL oripa, ss. 


Grorce THE Tuirp, by the grace of God,of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, §c. 
To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and, by 
these presents, tor us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant, unto Augustin Rochon, his heirs and assigns, all 
that tract of land situated on the west side of the river Tensaw, about thirty-six miles above the town of Mobile, 
bounded on the north by land surveyed to Charles Parent, northward by land surveyed to Lewis Duret, south by 
land possessed by John Trouillet, and southwestward by the river Tensaw, in our prevince of West Florida, and 
having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot thereof hereunto an- 
nexed, as drawn by our Surveyor of lands; which said tract of land contains five hundred and fifty acres, and is 
bounded as by the further certificate, hereunto likewise annexed, under the hand of our said Surveyor General of 
lands, in our said province, will more fully and at large appear; together with all woods, underwoods, timber, and 
timber trees, lakes, ponds, fishings, waters, watercourses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, and appurtenances 
whatsoever, thereunto belonging, or in any wise appertaining: together, also, with privilege of hunting, hawking, and 
fowling in and upon the same, and all mines and minerals, reserving unto us, our heirs and successors, all mines of 
gold and silver: to have and to hold the said tract of land, and all and singular the said premises hereby granted, 
with the appurtenances, unto the said Augustin Rochon, his heirs and assigns, forever, in free and common soccage, 
yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time being, 
or to such other officer as shall be appointed to receive the same, a quit-rent‘of one halfpenny sterling per acre, at 
the feast of St. Michael jevery years the first payment to-commence on the said feast of St. Michael which shall 
first happen after the expiration of two years, or within fourteen days after’ the said feast, annually: Provided always, 
(and this present grant is upon condition,) nevertheless, That the said Augustin Rochon, his heirs and assigns, shall 
and do, within three years after the date hereof, for every fifty acres of plantable lands hereby granted, clear and 
cultivate three acres, at least, in that part thereof which he or they shall judge most convenient and advantageous; 
or else, do clear and drain three acres of swampy or sunken ground, or do drain three acres of marsh, if any such 
shall be contained therein; and shall further, within the time aforesaid, put and keep upon every fifty acres thereof 
accounted barren three neat cattle, and continue the same thereon, until three acres for every fifty acres be fully 
cleared and improved; and if it shall so happen that there be no part of the said tract of land fit for present cultiva- 
tion, without manuring and improving the same, if the said Augustin Rochon, his heirs or assigns, shall, within three 
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years from the date hereof, erect on some part of the said tract of land one good dwelling house, to contain at least 
twenty feet in length and sixteen in breadth, and put on his said land the like number of three neat cattle, as afore- 
said, on every fifty acres therein contained: or, otherwise, if any part of the said tract of land shall be stony and 
rocky ground, not fit for culture or pasture, shall and do, within three years, as aforesaid, besides erecting the said 
house, begin to employ thereon, and continue to work, for three years then next ensuing, in digging any stone quarry 
or mine, one good and able hand for every hundred acres thereof, it shall be accounted a sufficient cultivation and 
improvement: Provided, also, ‘That every three acres which shall be cleared and worked, or cleared and drained, 
as aforesaid, shall further be accounted a sufficient cultivation and improvement, to save forever from forfeiture fift 
acres of land in “a part of the said tract hereby granted. And the said Augustin Rochon, his heirs or assigns, shall 
be at liberty to withdraw his or their stock, or to forbear working in any quarry or mine, in proportion to such culti- 
vation and improvement: Provided always, That the said Augustin Rochon, his heirs and assigns, at any time here- 
aiter, having seated, planted, cultivated, and improved the said land, or any part thereof, according to the direc- 
tions and conditions above mentioned, may make proof of such seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement, in 
the general court, or in the court of \the county, district, or precinct where the said land lieth, and have such proof 
certified to the Register’s Office, and there entered with the record of this grant, a copy of which, duly attested, shall 
be admitted on trial, to prove the seating and planting the said land: Provided always, nevertheless, That, if the said 
Augustin Rochon, his heirs and assigns, do not in all things fully comply with and fulfil the respective directions 
and conditions herein above set forth, for the proper cultivation of the said land, within the. time herein above limited 
for the completion thereofs or, if the said Augustin Rochon, his heirs and assigns, shall not pay to us, our heirs and 
successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the proper officer appuinted tc receive the same, the 
the said quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, on the said feast of St. Michael, or within fourteen days after, 
annually, for every acre contained in this grant; that then, and in either of these cases, respectively, this grant shall 
be void, any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding; and the said lands, tenements, hereditaments, 
and premises, hereby specified, and every part and parcel thereof, shall revert to. us, our heirs and successors, fully 
and absolutely, as if the same never had been granted. 


Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida: Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter Chester, 
Esquire, our Captain,General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over our said province, at Pensacola, 
this sixteenth day of June, in the year of cur Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven, and the 
seventeenth year of our reign. 

[c. s.] PETER CHESTER. 


PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun. Deputy Sec. 


Passed the Secretary’s Office. 


West Frioriwa, ss. 


Pursuant to a fiat from his excellency Peter Chester, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, and Commander- 
in-chief in and over His Majesty’s province of West Florida, &c. to me directed, bearing date the 16th day of June, 
1777, I have perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do hereby certify that there is no error therein ap- 
parent to me. 

Eviau Hatz Bay, for 
E. R. WEGG, 2ttorney General. 


West Frioripa, Secretary’s OrFice, June 16, 1777. 

I do hereby certify that the within letters patent, Surveyor General’s certificate, and the certificate of the Attor- 
ney General, are recorded in the Secretary’s and Register’s Office of the province of West Florida, in liber A, No. 
3, page 284. Examined and compared with the said record by 

PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun., Deputy Secretary. 


AvpiTor’s Orrice, June 16, 1777. 
A docket of the within grant is entered in book B, folio 4, by 
J. LORIMER, Deputy Auditor. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 400, by Epwarp Ltoyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Francis CoLteman’s case, No. 146 on the docket of the Board, and No. 118 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of five hundred acres of land, as assignee and legal representative of Charles Walker, by virtue of a 
British grant, under the first section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Honorable the Board of Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day 
of March, 1803, for receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of .Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee, beginning on a 
point immediately above the Black Rock, on the river Tombigbee, and running west, twenty-one degrees thirty mi- 
nutes south, fifty-six chains fifty links, to the corner; thence, north, twenty-one degrees thirty minutes west, fifty- 
eight chains and fifty links, to the river; thence, along said river, to the beginning; containing five hundred acres, 
more or less: is claimed by Francis Coleman, of Jefferson county, State of Georgia, under and by virtue of a Brit- 
ish patent, granted to Charles Walker, conveyed by Charles Walker to Joel Walker, and by Joel Walker to the 
claimant, and now delivered to the Register of the Land Office established, in pursuance of the aforesaid act of 
Congress, east of Pear! river, to be recorded as directed by said act of Congress. ‘To all which he begs leave to re- 
fer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

WILLIAM COLEMAN, 


Attorney in fact for Francis Coleman. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Grorce THE Tuirp, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, &c, 
' To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and, b 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant, unto Charles Walker, his heirs and assigns, all 
that tract of land situated on a point immediately above the Black Rock, on the river Tombigbee, about one hundred 
and twelve miles above the town of Mobile, which tract of land is bounded by the river ‘Tombigbee on the north- 
east, south, and southwest, and part by vacant land, and on the west by vacant land, in our province of West Flo- 
rida; and having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot thereof here- 
unto annexed, as drawn by our Surveyor General of lands; which said tract contains five hundred acres, and is 
bounded as by the further certificate, hereunto likewise annexed, under the hand of our said Surveyor General of 
lands in our said province may more fully and at large appear; together with all woods, ae Tcerhh iy timber, and 
timber trees, lakes, ponds, fishies, waters, watercourses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, and appurtenances, 
whatsoever, thereunto belonging, or in any wise appertaining; together, also, with privilege of hunting, hawking, and 
fowling in and upon the same, and all mines and minerals, reserving unto us, our heirs and successors, all mines of 
* gold and silver: to have and to hold the said tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby granted, with 
the appurtenances, unto the said Charles Walker, his heirs and assigns, forever, in free and common soccage; yield- 
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ing and paying unto us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time being, or 
to such other officer as shall be appointed to receive the same, a quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, at the 
feast of St. Michael every year; the first payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michael which shall first 
happen after the expiration of ten years from the date hereof, or within fourteen days after the said feast, annually: 
Provided always, (and this’present grant is upon condition,) nevertheless, ‘That this grant shall be duly registered in the 
Register’s Office of this province within six months from the date hereof, and also that a docket thereof shall be en- 
tered in the Auditor’s Office within the same time, if such establishment shall take place in this province: nd pro- 
vided, also, That if the said Charles Walker, his heirs and jassigns, do not in ‘all things fully comply with and ful- 
fil the respective directions and conditions herein above set forth for registering fthis grant, within the time herein 
above limited for the completion thereof; orif the said Charles Walker, his. heirs or assigns, shall not pay to us, our 
heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the proper officer appointed to receive the 
same, the said quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, on the said feast of St. Michael, or within fourteen days 
after, annually, for every acre contained in this grant; that then, and in either of these cases, respectively, this grant 
shall be void, any thing therein contained to the contrary notwithstanding; and the said lands, tenements, heredita- 
ments, and premises, hereby specified, and every part and parcei thereof, shall revert to us, our heirs and successors, 
fully and absolutely, as if the same never had been granted. 
Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida: Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter 
Chester, Esquire, our Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over our said province, at 
Pensacola, the twenty-seventh day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and se- 


venty-seven, and in the seventeenth year of our reign. 
[e.s.] PETER CHESTER. 


Passed the Secretary’s Office. PH. LIVINGST( IN, Jus., Deputy Secretary. 


Pursuant to a fiat from his excellency Peter Chester, Esq. our Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in- 
chief in and over His Majesty’s province of West Florida, &c. &c. to me directed, bearing date the 27th day of 
January, 1777, I have perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do hereby certify that there is no error 


therein apparent to me. 
E. R. WEGG, Attorney General. 


Pensaco.a, January 27, 1777. 


I do hereby certify that the within letters patent, seeciy General’s certificate, and the certificate of the Attor- 
ney General, are recorded in the Secretary and Register’s Office of the province of West Florida, in liber A, No. 2, 


page 286, &c. Examined and compared with the said record by 
PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun. Deputy Secretary. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 406, by Epwarp Lioyp Wai es, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance from Joel Walker, bearing date the 21st day of December, 1798; 
also, a deed from Mary Walker, the wife of said Joel, bearing date. the 28th day of December, 1798, duly executed 
and proven, conveying and relinquishing to Francis Coleman, in and by the first mentioned deed, all the said Joel’s 
right, title, interest, and claim in and to the said tract of land, and in and by the other said deed, conveying and 
relinquishing to the said Coleman all the said Mary’s right, title, interest, and estate, in or to said tract of land. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Francis Coteman’s case, No. 147 on the docket of the Board, and No. 119 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of one hundred acres, as legal representative of Abraham Little, by virtue of a British grant, under the 
first section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee, bounded to the 
north by land surveyed for Frederick George Mulcaster, to the northwestward by the river Tombigbee, and on all 
other sides by vacant land, and hath such marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot an- 
nexed: is claimed by Francis Coleman, of Jefferson county, and State of Georgia, under and by virtue of a British 
patent, granted to Abraham Little, and by Abraham Little to Frances Walker, and from Frances Walker to Joel 
Walker, and from Joel Walker to said claimants; and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land. Office established 
east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the piot 


herewith filed. 
WM. COLEMAN, 
[Plot omitted. ] Attorney in fact for Francis Coleman. 
GEORGE THE TuirD, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, §c. 
To all io whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and, b 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant, unto Abraham Little, his heirs and assigns, all 
that tract of land situated on the west side of the river Tombigbee, about one hundred and thirteen miles from the 
town of Mobile, bounded to the northward by land surveyed for Frederick George Mulcaster, to the northeast by 
the river ‘Tombigbee, and on the other sides by vacant land, in our said province of West Floridasand having such 
shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot thereof, hereunto annexed, as 
drawn by our Surveyor General of lands in our said province of West Florida; which said tract of land contains one 
hundred acres, and is bounded, as by the further certificate hereunto likewise annexed, under the hand of our said 
Surveyor General of lands in our province, may more fully and at large appear; together with all woods, under- 
woods, timber, and timber, trees, lakes, ponds, fishings, waters, watercourses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, 
and appurtenances whatsoever hereunto belonging, or in anywise appertaining; together, also, with privilege of hunt- 
ing, hawking, and fowling in and upon the same, and all mines and minerals; reserving to us, our heirs and succes- 
sors, all mines of gold and silver: to have and to hold the said tract of land, and all and singular the premises 
hereby granted, with the appurtenances, unto the said Abraham Little, his heirs and assigns, forever, in free and 
common soccage; yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents 
for the time being, or to such other officer as shall be appointed to receive the same, a quit-rent of one halfpenny 
sterling per acre, at the feast of St. Michael every years the first payment to commence on the said feast of St. 
Michael which shall first happen after the expiration of two years from the date hereof, or within fourteen days 
after the said feast, annually: Provided always, (and this present grant isupon condition, ) nevertheless, That the said 
Abraham Little, his heirs and assigns, shall and do, within three years after the date hereof, for every fifty acres 
of plantable land hereby granted, clear and cultivate three acres, at least, in that part thereof which he or they shall 
judge most convenient and advantageous; or else, do clear and drain three acres of swampy or sunken ground, or 
do drain three acres of marsh, if any such shall be contained therein; and shall further, within the time aforesaid, 
put and keep upon every fifty acres thereof accounted barren three neat cattle, and continue the same thereon, 
until three acres for every fitty acres be fully cleared and improved; and if it shall so happen that there be no part 
of the said tract of land fit for present cultivation, without manuring and improving the same, if the said Abraham 
Little, his heirs and assigns, shall, within three years from the date hereof, erect on some part of the said tract of 
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land one good dwelling house, to contain at least twenty feet in length and sixteen feet in breadth, and put on his said 
land the like number of three neat cattle, as aforesaid, on every fifty acres therein contained; or otherwise, if any 
part of the said land shall be stony or rocky ground, not fit for culture or pasture, shall and do, within three years, 
as aforesaid, besides erecting the said house, begin to employ thereon, and continue to work for three years then 
next ensuing, in digging any stone quarry or mine, one good and able hand for every hundred acres thereof, it shall 
be accounted a sufficient seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement; Provided, also, ‘That every three acres 
which shall be cleared and worked, or cleared and drained, as aforesaid, shall further be accounted a sufficient seat- 
ing, cultivation, and improvement, to save forever from forfeiture fifty acres of land in any part of the tract 
hereby granted; and the said Abraham Little, his heirs and assigns, shall be at liberty to withdraw his or their 
stock, or to forbear working in any quarry or mine, in proportion to such cultivation and improvement, as 
aforesaid, as shall be made upon the plantable lands, swamps, sunken grounds, or marshes therein contained: 
Provided, also, That this grant shall be duly registered in the Register’s Office of this province within six months 
from the date hereof, and also that a docket thereof shall be entered in the Auditor’s Office within the same 
time, if such establishment shall take place in this province: Provided always, ‘That the said Abraham Little, his 
heirs and assigns, at any time hereafter, having seated, planted, cultivated, and improved the said land, or any 
part thereof, according to the directions and conditions above mentioned, may make proof of such seating, plant- 
ing, cultivation, and improvement, in the general court, or in the court of the county, district, or precinct where 
the said land lieth; and have such proof certified to the Register’s Office, and there entered with the record of 
this grant, a copy of which, duly attested, shall be admitted on trial, to prove the seating and planting of the said 
land: Provided always, nevertheless, That if the said Abraham Litt!e, his heirs and assigns, do not in all things 
fully comply with and fulfil the respective directions and conditions herein above set forth, for the proper cultiva- 
tion of the said land within the time limited for the completion thereof; or, if the said Abraham Little, his heirs or 
assigns, shall not pay to us,"our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the proper 
officer appointed to receive the same, the said quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, at the said feast of St. 
Michael, or within fourteen days after the said feast, annually, for every acre contained in this grant; then, and in 
either of these cases, respectively, this grant shall be void,'any thing contained therein to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing; and the said lands, tenements, hereditaments, and premises, hereby specified, and every part and parcel thereof, 
shall revert to us, our-heirs, and successors, fully and absolutely, as if the same never had been granted. 
Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida: Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter Ches- 
ter, Esq. Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over our said province, at Pensacola, 


this 16th day of February, 1778, and in the eighteenth year of our reign. 
{[c.s.] PETER CHESTER. 


Passed the Secretary’s Office, - 
PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun., Deputy Secretary. 


Wesr Fiorina, 88. ; , 
_ Pursuant toa fiat from his excellency Peter Chester, Esq. Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief 
in and over His Majesty’s province of West Florida, &c. to me directed, bearing date the 16th day of February, 
1778, I have perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do hereby certify that there is no error therein ap- 


parent to me. ; 
E. R. WEGG, Attorney General. 


- ~ West Fiorina, Secretary’s Orrice, February 16, 1778. 
1 do hereby certify that the within letters patent, Surveyor General’s certificate, and the certificate of the Attor- 
ney General, are recorded in the Secretary and Register’s Office of the province of West Florida, in liber A, No. 3, 


page 385, &c. Examined and compared with the said record by 
} PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun. Deputy Secretary. 


Avpiror’s Orrice, Feb. 16, 1778. 
A docket of the within grant is entered in book B, folio 28, per J. LORIMER, Deputy Auditor. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1; page 416, by Epwarp Lioyp Wai1zes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant ogee ag a deed from Joel Walker, bearing date the 21st day of December, 1798, conveying all 
the said Joel’s right, title, interest, and claim in and to the said tract of land. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Hoacatr’s case, No. 148 on the docket of the Board, and No. 120 on the books of the Register. 
Claim—Of two hundred and fifty acres, as legal representative of William Wall, and Eleanor, his wife, by vir- 
tue of a British grant, under the first section of the act. ’ : . , 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 
Mississippt TERRITORY, WASHINGTON County, February 4, 1804. 


James Hoggatt, a citizen of the territory aforesaid, claims two hundred and fifty acres of land, lying on the west 
side of the river Tombigbee, formerly granted by His British Majesty to William Wall, by letters patent, bearing 
date the 20th day of March, 1778; which foriginal patent is in the possession of the present claimant, and a plot 
hereof is thereunto annexed; and by the said William Wall, and Eleanor, his wife, by their deed, legally and fully 
executed, bearing date the 3d day of November, 1778, did convey unto the said James Hoggatt the said two hun- 


dred and fifty acres of land. 
JAMES HOGGATT. 
[Plot omitted.] 
West Fiorina, 8s. 


Grorce THE Tuirp, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, &c. 
To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and, b 
these presents, for us, our heirs, and successors, do give and grant, unto William Wall, his heirs and assigns, all 
that tract of land, situated on the west side of the river Tombigbee, bounded on the northwest by lands surveyed 
tor William Tucker, on the northeast side by the river Tombigbee, and on all other sides by vacant land, in our 
province of West Florida; and having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented 
in the plot thereof hereunto annexed, as drawn by our Surveyor General of lands; which said tract of land contains 
two hundred and fifty acres, and is bounded as by the further certificate hereunto likewise annexed, under the hand 
of our said Surveyor General of lands in our said province, will more fully and at large appear; together wih all 
woods, underwoods, timber, and timber trees, lakes, ponds, fishings, waters, watercourses, profits, commodities, 
hereditaments and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging, or in anywise appertaining; together, also, with 
privilege of hunting, hawking, and fowling in and upon the same, and all mines and minerals, reserving unto us, 
our heirs and successors, all mines of gold and silver: to have and to hold the said tract of land, and all and sin- 
gular the premises hereby granted, with the appurtenances, unto the said William Wall, his heirs and assigns, for - 
ever, in free and common soccage, yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General 
of our quit-rents fur the time being, or to such other officer as shall be appointed to receive the same, a quit-rent of 
. one halfpenny sterling per acre, at the feast of St. Michael every years the first payment to commence on the said 
teast of St. Michael which shall first happen after the expiration of ten years from the date hereof, or within four- 
teen days after the said feast, annually; Provided always. (and this present grant is upon condition,) nevertheless, 
That this grant shall be duly registered in the Register’s Office of this province, within six months from the date 
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hereof, and also that a docket shall be entered in the Auditor’s Office within the same time, if such establishment 
shall take place in this province: nd provided, also, That if the said William Wall, his heirs and assigns, do not 
in all things fully comply with and fulfil the conditions herein above set forth, for the registering this grant within 
the time limited for the completion thereof; or, if the said William Wall, his heirs and assigns, shall not pay to us, 
our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the proper officer appointed to receive 
the same, the said quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, on the said feast of St. Michael, or within fourteen 
days after the said feast, annually, for every acre contained in this grant; that then, and in either of these cases, 
respectively, this grant shall be void, any thing therein contained to the contrary notwithstanding; and the said 
lands, tenements, hereditaments, and premises, hereby specified, and every part and parcel thereof, shall revert to 
us, our heirs and successors, as fully and absolutely as if the same never had been granted. 


Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida: Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter Chester, 
Esq. our Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over our said province, at Pensa- 
cola, this 20th of March, 1778, and in the eighteenth year of our reign. 

[c. s.] PETER CHESTER. 


Passed the Secretary’s Office. 
PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun. Deputy Secretary. 


West Froripa, ss. 

Pursuant to a fiat from his excellency Peter Chester, Esq., Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in- 
chief in and over His Majesty’s province of West Florida, &c. &c. to me directed, bearing date the 20th day of 
March, 1778, I have perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do hereby certify that there is no error 


therein apparent to me. 
E. R. WEGG, Attorney General. 


PENSACOLA, SrcreETARY’S OrFice, March 20, 1778. 


I do hereby certify that the within letters patent, Surveyor General’s certificate, and the certificate of the Attor: 
ney General, are recorded in the Secretary and Register’s Office of this province, in lib. A, No. 2, page 500. 


Examined and compared with the said record, by 
PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun., Deputy Secretary. 


; Auprtor’s Orrice, March 20, 1778. 
A docket of the within grant is entered in book B, folio 33, per 
J. LORIMER, Deputy Auditor. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 424, by Epwarp Lioyp Wailzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance from William Wall, and Eleanor his wife, bearing date the 3d day 
of November, 1778, conveying to the said claimant all the said William and Eleanor’s right, title, interest, claim, 
and demand in and to the said two hundred and fifty acres of land. 

‘The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Rosert ApraHans’ case, No. 149 on the docket of the Board, and No. 122 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of five hundred acres, by virtue of a British patent, under the first section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl. river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of the river Tombigbee, in the 
county of Washington, butting and bounding northeast by said river, west by John Matthews’s land, and on all 
sides by vacant land, containing five hundred acres, having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, 
as are represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by Richard Burney, attorney in fact for Robert Abrahams, in 
and by virtue of a British patent, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pear! 
river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot here- 


with filed. 
RICHARD BURNEY, 
; Attorney in fact for Robert Abrahams. 
Marcu 26, 1804. [Plot omitted. } 


By His Excellency Peter Curster, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over 
His Majesty’s province of West Florida, &c. &c. 


To Extas Durnrorp, Esquire, Surveyor General: 


You are hereby directed and required to measure, or cause to be admeasured and laid out, to Robert Abra- 
hams, a plantation or tract of land containing five hundred acres, situated on the west side of the river Tombigbee, 
about one hundred and fifteen miles from the town of Mobile, in West Florida, observing His Majesty’s instructions 
in laying out the same, taking the utmost care you can that the same has not been heretofore run out on any warrant 
or patent, but be vacant land, and return a plot thereof hereunto annexed, certified by you in the Secretary’s Office 
within six months from this date. 

Given under my hand and seal at arms, at Pensacola, this 15th day of December, A. D. 1778. 

PETER CHESTER. 
Secretary’s office, certified by 
ELIHU HALL BAY, Deputy Secretary. 
West Fiorina, 83. 

Pursuant to a warrant from his excellency Peter Chester, Esq., Captain General, Governor, and Commander- 
in-chief in and over His Majesty’s province of West Florida, to me directed, bearing date the 28th day of January, 
1779, I have caused to be surveyed and laid out unto Robert Abrahams, a plantation or tract of land containing five 
hundred acres, situated on the west side of the river Tombigbee, bounded on the northeast by said river, distance 
from the town of Mobile about one hundred and fifteen miles, joining, west, a tract of land surveyed for John Mat- 
thews, and on the other sides by vacant land, and hath forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully re- 
presented in the plot annexed. Certified this 28th day of January, A. D. 1779, by 


ELIAS DURNFORD, Surveyor General. 


. Pensacota, January 28, 1779. 
Received from Robert Abrahams the Surveyor General’s fees for his five hundred acres on the river Tombigbee. 
THOMAS DURNFORD. 
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Received of Mr. Robert Abrahams 19 33, for his fees on his grant of five hundred acres, including Attorney Ge- 
neral and Auditor’s fees for the Secretary’s Office. ae 
R. W. CARR. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 441, by Epwarp Lioyp Wats, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Regiséer. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Serna Dean’s case, No. 150 on the docket of the Board, and No. 180 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of two thousand acres, as assignee and legal representative of Charles Walker, under the first section 
of the act. 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following land, situated on the west side of ‘Tombigbee river, about fifty-eight 
miles above the town of Mobile, and about eight miles above the fork of the Alabama, in the county of Washington, 
beginning at a pine, thence, south, eighty degrees west, eighty-one chains seventy-nine links, to a pine; thence, 
south, eighty degrees east, two hundred and thirty-six chains, to a willow; thence, the meanders of the river, to an 
oak; thence, north, eighty degrees west, two hundred and forty-five chains, to the beginning; and hath such shape, 
forms, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, containing two thousand acres: 
is claimed by Seth Dean, legal representative of Charles Walker, in and by virtue of a British patent, and is now 
exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. 
To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

SETH DEAN, 


; Legal representative of Charles Walker. 
[Plot omitted. ] 
West Fioripa, 88. 


Georce THE Tuirp, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, §c. 
To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and, by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant, unto Charles Walker, his heirs and assigns, all that 
tract of land situated about fifty-eight miles above the town of Mobile, and about eight miles above the mouth of the 
Alabama, butting southwardly by lands laid out unto Alexander McIntosh, eastwardly by Tombigbee river, and on 
all other sides by vacant land, in our province of West Florida, and having such shape, form, and marks, both 
natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot thereof hereunto annexed, as drawn by our Surveyor General of 
lands; which said tract of land contains two thousand acres, and is bounded as by the further certificate, hereunto 
likewise annexed, under the hand of our said Surveyor General of lands, in our said province, may more fully and at 
large appears together with all woods, underwoods, timber, and timber trees, lakes, ponds, fishings, waters, water- 
courses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging, or in anywise ap- 
pertaining; together, also, with privilege of hunting, hawking, and fowling in and upon the same, and all mines and 
minerals, reserving unto us, our heirs and successors, all mines of gold and silver: to have and to hold the said 
tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby granted, with the appurtenances, unto the said Charles 
Walker, his heirs and assigns, forever, in free and common soccage; yielding and paying unto us,.our heirs and 
successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time being, or to such other officer as shall be ap- 
pointed to receive the same, a quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre at the feast of St. Michael every year; 
the first payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michael which shal! first happen after the expiration of two 
years from the date hereof, or within fourteen days after the said feast, annually: Provided always, (and this present 
grant is upon condition,) nevertheless, ‘That the said Charles Walker, his heirs and assigns, shall and do, within 
three years after the date hereof, for every fifty acres of plantable lands hereby granted, clear and cultivate three 
acres, at least, in that part thereof which he or they may Judge most convenient and advantageous, or else do clear 
and drain three acres of swampy or sunken ground, or do drain three acres of marsh, if any such shail be contained 
therein; and shall further, within the time aforesaid, put and keep upon every fifty acres thereof accounted barren 
three neat cattle,and continue the same thereon, until three acres for every fifty acres be fully cleared and improved; 
and if it shall so happen that there be no part of the said tract of land fit for present cultivation, without manuring 
and improving the same, if the said Charles Walker, his heirs and assigns, shall, within three years from the date 
hereof, erect on some part of the said tract of land one good dwelling house, to contain at least twenty feet in 
length and sixteen feet in breadth, and put upon his said land the like number of three neat cattle, as aforesaid, on 
every fifty acres therein contained; or, otherwise, if any part of the said land shall be stony or rocky ground, not fit 
for culture or pasture, shall and do, within three years, as aforesaid, besides erecting the said house, begin to employ 
thereon, and continue to work for three years then next ensuing, in digging any stone quarry or mine, one good and able 
hand for every hundred acres thereof, it shall be accounted a sufficient cultivation and improvement: Provided, also, 
That every three acres which shall be cleared and worked, or cleared and drained, shall further be accounted a suf- 
ficient seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement, to save forever from forfeiture fifty acres of land, in any 
part of the tract hereby granted; and the said Charles Walker, his heirs and assigns, shall be at liberty to withdraw 
his or their stock, or tu forbear working in any quarry or mine, in proportion to such cultivation and improvements, 
as shall be made upon the plantable lands, swamps, sunken grounds, or marshes therein contained: Provided, also, 
That this grant shall be duly registered in the Register’s Office of this province, within six months from the date 
hereof, and also that a docket thereof shall be entered in the Auditor’s Office within the same time, if such establish- 
ment shall take place in this province: Provided, always, That the said Charles Walker, his heirs and assigns, at 
any time hereafter, having seated, planted, cultivated, and improved the said land, or any part thereof, according to 
the directions and conditions abovementioned, may make proof of such seating, planting, cultivation, and improve- 
ment, in the general court, or in the court of the county, district, or precinct, where the said land lieth, and have such 
proof certified to the Register’s Office, and there entered with the record of this grant; a copy of which, duly at- 
tested, shall be admitted on trial, to prove the seating and planting of the said land: Provided ulways, nevertheless, 
That if the said Charles Walker, his iis and assigns, do not in all things fully comply with and fulfil the respective 
directions and conditions herein above set forth for the proper cultivation of the said land, within the time herein above 
limited for the completion thereof; or, if the said Charles Walker, his heirs or assigns, shall not pay to us, our heirs 
and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the proper officer appointed to receive the same, 
the said quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, on the said feast of St. Michael, or within fourteen days after, 
annually, for every acre contained; that then, and in either of these cases, respectively, this grant shail be void, any 
thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding: and the said lands, tenements, hereditaments, and premises, 
hereby granted, and every part and parcel thereof, shall revert to us, our heirs and successors, fully and absolutely, 
as if the same never had been granted. 


Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida: Witness our trusty and well beloved Elias Durn- 
ford, Esq. Lieutenant Governor and Commander-in-chief in and over our said province, at Pensacola, this 
third day of April, in the year of our Lord 1770, and in the ninth year of our reign. 


[c. s.] ELIAS DURNFORD. 


FRANCIS POUSSETT, Dep. Cl’k Council. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 521, by Ep>warp Lioyp Wattes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Signed in council, this 3d April, 1770. 
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The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance from Mary Walker, as relict and sole executrix of Joel Walker 
deceased, bearing date the 25th day of November, 1799, conveying and relinquishing all her right, title, interest. 
claim, and demand of, in and unto the said tract of two thousand acres of land, unto David Walker; also. one other 
deed from David Walker and Charlotte Walker, bearing date the 3d day of September, 1801, conveying and re- 
linquishing all their right, title, interest, and claim of the aforesaid tract of land, unto the said Seth Dean. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Sera Dean’s case, No. 151 on the docket of the Board, and No. 182 on the books of the Register. 
Claim—Of one hundred and fifty acres, as legal representative of John Dawson, by virtue of a British grant, 


under the first section of the act. | ; 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Honorable Board of Commissioners sania 7 to setile claims to lands south of Tennessee and east of 
earl river. 


GENTLEMEN: 

; The annexed plot represents a tract of land originally granted to John Dawson, and by the said Dawson 
willed to his wife Elizabeth, who intermarried with Thomas Davis, and by said Davis conveyed to me, as by a deed 
bearing date 27th day of January, 1801, will more fully appear; which plot, will, and deed, is now delivered to the 
Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by an ‘* Act of Congress passed the 3d 


day of March, 1803.” To all which he begs leave to refer. 
SETH DEAN, 


Marcu 31, 1804, : Legal representative of John Dawson. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed the 3d day of October, 1776, by Elias Durnford, Surveyor General of West Florida. 
The claimant exhibited part of a seal, and a small piece of paper, which appear to be remnants of a British grant, 
the writing being illegible, and no entire sentence remaining. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 531, by Epwarp Lioyp Walrzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant produced a will and testament of John Dawson, bearing date the 6th day of December, 1790, 
duly executed and proven, in and by which will he devised to his wife Elizabeth Dawson all his right and title to 
the said tract of land; also, a deed from Thomas Davis, bearing date the 27th day of January, 1801, conveying all 
his right, title, interest, and claim in the said tract of land unto the said Seth Dean. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Seru Dean’s case, No. 152 on the docket of the Board, and No. 181 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of one thousand acres, by virtue of a deed of conveyance from Francis Juzant. 
The claimant presented his claim in the following words and figures, to wit: 


To the Honorable Board of Commissioners _— chirp the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of 
earé river. 


GENTLEMEN: 

The annexed deed for a tract or two tracts of land, lying on the west side of the river Tombigbee, situated 
on both sides of Cedar creek, below Fort Stoddert, I purchased_of Francis Juzant, heir-at-law of Peter Juzant. 
deceased, which land the said Peter Juzant obtained from the Spanish Government; which deed is now exhibited 
to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by the “ Act of Con- 


gress passed the 3d day of March, 1803.” ‘To which deed I beg leave to refer. 
- SETH DEAN, 


Marcu 31, 1804. Representative of Francis Juzant. 


Mississipp1 TERRITORY: 

This indenture, made this 25th day of December, in the year of our Lord 1802, and in the twenty-sixth 
year of American independence, between Francis Juzant of the one part, citizen of the Creek nation, and Seth 
Dean, of the territory aforesaid, of the other part, witnesseth: That the said Francis Juzant, for and in considera- 
tion of the sum of one hundred dollars to him in hand paid by the said Seth Dean, at and before the sealing and de- 
livery of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hath granted, bargained, sold, and confirmed 
to the said Seth Dean, his heirs and assigns, all that tract or tracts of land that was formerly the property of Peter 
Juzant, deceased, adjoining the west bank of the river Tombigbee, near or on both sides of the mouth of Cedar 
creek, supposed to contain one thousand acres of land, more or less: to have and to hold the above tract of land, 
with all and singular the improvements thereunto belonging, or in any wise appertaining, unto the said Seth Dean, his 
heirs and assigns, forever; and the said Francis Juzant, for himself, and his heirs and assigns, shall warrant and de- 
fend the right and titles of the beforementioned premises, against all persons lawfully claiming the same, unto the 
said Seth Dean, his heirs or assigns. 


In witness whereof, he hath set his hand and seal, the day and year above written. 
FRANCIS JUZANT. 


Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of 
Rosert Watton, 
WILiiaM Watron. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 530, by Epwarp Litoyp Wattss, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Tuomas Bates’s case, No. 153 on the docket of the Board, and No. 187 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and twenty-eight acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on Tombigbee river, in the county of Washing- 
ton, beginning at a sassafras; thence, south, forty-four degrees west, eighty chains, to a pine; south, forty-seven 
chains, to a pine; thence, south, forty-four degrees east, eighty chains, to a gum; thence, north, fifty degrees east, 
twelve chains, to the river; thence, with the river, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural 
and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed; containing six hundred and twenty-eight acres: is claimed 
by Thomas Bates, in and by virtue of the second section of the act, as a donation; and is now exhibited to the Re- 
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gister of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said-act. To all which he 
begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
; THOMAS T. BATES, his x mark. 


Marcu 31, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed the 15th of March, 1804, by Natt Christmas. Sworn chain bearers, Wm. Vaughn and Rob’t Sharp. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 551, by Epwarp Lioyp Wa1tes, for , 
: JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register.’ 


‘The said Vaughn and Sharp, chain carriers for the preceding survey, were sworn before James Farr, Justice of 
Peace. 

Richard Hawkins and James Powell were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Beard, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claims that Thomas Bates, the present claimant, did, be- 
fore the year 1797, during that year, and ever since, inhabit and cultivate the land in question; and that he was at 
said time the head of a family, and twenty-one years of age. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Ann LAWRENCE, representative of Moses Moore; case commenced in page 688. 

James Bilbv and William Phelps, chain carriers for the survey in this case, were sworn before John Callier and 
R. Harwell, Esquires, Justices of the Peace. 

James Powel and ‘Thomas Bilbo, surveyors, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly -sworn, the said 
Powel deposed, that: Moses Moore, deceased, did live upon and cultivate the land in quéstion at the time of his 
death; that, after his death, Cornelius Rain, who was the son of the widow, did inhabit and cultivate the said land, 
and was in possession thereof on the 27th of October, 1795, (as the witness understood) under the authority and by 
the permission of the widow of said Moses Moore. : 

The said Bilbo testified, that he made the survey and plot of the land in question; that it was correct, accord- 
ing to his knowledge and belief; that he believed that the upper end of this claim was covered by a British grant 
in the name of John McIntosh, and that the lower end’ was embraced by a Spanish permission, in favor of Corne- 
lius Rain; that the improvements, which were originally made by Moses Moore, deceased, were included within 
this survey. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Powe ’s case, commenced in page 706. 

” os Dean, one of the chain carriers for the survey in this case, was sworn before Figures Lewis, Esq. Justice 
of Peace. 

Cornelius Rain was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, that, 
before the year 1797, throughout that year, and ever since, James Powel, the present claimant, had lived upon the 
land‘in question, and cultivated the same; and that, in the year 1797, he was the head of a family, and more than 
twenty-one years of age. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Cornecius Ratn’s case; commenced in page 692. : 

, a Dean and James Powel, chain carriers for the survey in this case, were sworn before R. Harwell, Justice 
of Peace. 

‘Thomas Bates and James Powel were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claims; that Cornelius Rain, the present claimant, as they 
believed, was a married man, and twenty-one years of age on the 10th day of June, 1795; and that he had inhabited 
and cultivated the land in question from that time to the then present time. 

John Dease, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed and plotted: 
the land in question, and believed it to be correct; that it included the improvements of the claimants; that he un- 
derstood that this survey interfered with the claim of Mrs. Lawrence, but that it could not be run in any other 
form without excluding this claimant’s improvements. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Farr’s case, No. 154 on the docket of the Board. and No. 161 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of three hundred and forty-four acres, under the second section of the act. 
__ ‘Phe claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: ; 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
. . é . ray } _ ° ? ’ 
ing and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Marcu 29, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of the Tombigbee river, in the 
county of Washington, beginning on said river ata white oak, running thence, south, forty-seven degrees west, 
twenty chains, to a pine: thence, south, seventeen degrees west, sixty-nine chains, to a corner stake; thence, north, 
sixty-six degrees east, fifty-nine chains, to a corner stake; thence, north, thirty-six degrees west, fifty-four chains; 
thence, south, twenty-five degrees west, fourteen chains, to the river; thence, along the meanders of said river, to 
the beginning: and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot an- 
nexed, containing three hundred and forty-four acres: is claimed by Cornelius Rain, attorney in fact for James 
Farr, in and by virtue of the second section of this act, asa donation, and is now exhibited to the Register of the 
Land Office established east of Pear! river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to 
refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

CORNELIUS RAIN, 


: Attorney in fact for James Farr. 
[Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed 23d March, 1804, by Thomas Bilbo. Chain carriers, John Johnston and Jacob Nealy. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 492, by E>warp Lioyp Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The said chain carriers for the above survey were sworn before Figures Lewis and R. Harwell, Esquires, 
Justices of Peace. 

James Powel was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, that, 
in the spring of the year 1797, James Farr cultivated the land in question, and raised a crop upon it that year, 
and “o itin the winter of the year following; that, at that time, he appeared to be twenty-one years of age, or 
upwards. 

Thomas Bilbo, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of: the land in question, and believed it to be correct, and that it included the house and improvement of 
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the claimant; that he, the witness, believed that the claim of John McIntosh, under a British grant, interfered on 
the lower side of this survey. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
Adjourned until Tuesday, the 10th instant. 
Tvurspay, April 10/h, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


James Biiso’s case, No. 155 on the docket of the Board, and No. 113 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of four hundred and seventy-nine acres, under the third section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, viz: : 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March 1803, for receiv- 

ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 
Marcu 24, 1804. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of ‘Tombigbee river, in the 
county of Washington, beginning at a beech, running thence, west, one hundred and four chains, to a corner: 
swamp oak; thence, south, twenty-six degrees east, fifty-seven chains,to a post oak; thence, north, forty-eight de- 
grees east, seven chains; thence, east, ninety-seven chains, to a corner water oak, on Sullivan’s lake: thence, with 
the lake, to the beginning; containing four hundred and seventy-nine acres, having such forms and marks, natura! 
and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by James Bilbo, in and by virtue of the third 
section of the said act, as a pre-emption, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of 
Pearl river, to be recorded as by said act directed. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the 


plot herewith filed. ; 
[Plot omitted.] _JAMES BILBO. 
Surveyed 22d March, 1804, by Thomas Bilbo. Chain carriers, James Dean and Amos Reed. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 348, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizss, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Thomas Bilbo, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the surveys 
and plots returned to the Board of Commissioners by the following claimants, to wit: 

George Robbins, representative of Zadock Brashear, donation, six hundred and forty acres; George Brewer, 
representative of James Watkins and George Johnson, donation, six hundred and twenty acres; Young Gains, 
attorney for Joseph House, donation, six hundred and,forty acres; Sampson Mounger, donation, six hundred and 
thirty-four acres; AnnaMounger, donation, five hundred and four acres; George Farrar, pre-emption, one hundred 
and sixty acres; James Bilbo, pre-emption, four hundred and seyenty-nine acres; and John Johnson, Spanish war- 
rant, four hundred acres; and that the said plots respectively contain true representations of the land therein de- 
scribed, according to the best of his knowledge and belief; that they included the plantations and improvements of 
the several claimants; and that he knew of no interfering lines or claims. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


GeEorGE Farrar’s case, No. 156 on the docket of the Board, and No. 158 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and sixty acres, under the third section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Marcu 30, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, about two 
miles from the river, on a large creek called Bilbo’s creek, in the county of Washington, beginning ata corner pine 
on the north side of said creek, running thence, south, six degrees west, forty chains, across said creek, to a corner 
pine; thence, north, eighty-four degrees west, forty chains, to a corner pine; thence, north, six degrees east, forty 
chains, across said creek, to a corner stake;}thence, south, eighty-four degrees east, forty chains, to the beginning, and 
hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed; containing 
one hundred and sixty acres: is claimed by George Farrar, in and by virtue of the third section of this act, as a 
pre-emption, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded 
as directed by said act. ‘Toall which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 


GEO. FARRAR. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed the 28th March, 1804, by Thomas Bilbo. Chain carriers, Cornelius Rain and Jacob Neal. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 488, by Epwarp Ltoyp Watts, for 

; JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Epwarp Youne’s case, No. 157 on the docket of the Board, and No. 15 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of four hundred and eighty-eight acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, viz: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. ‘ 


Marcu 3, 1804. 


Please to take nbdtice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Tombigbee, in the county of 
Washington, beginning at a corner sycamore, and running thence, south, sixty degrees west, forty chains; thence, 
north, thirty degrees west, eighty-five chains; north, sixty degrees east, seventy-five chains; thence, with the river, 
to.the beginning; containing four hundred and eighty-eight acres, having such shape, form, and marks, both natura! 
and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed; which said tract of land is claimed by Edward Young, under 
and by virtue of the second section of the said act, as a donation, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land 
Office east of Pearl. river, to be recorded as by the said act directed. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to 
a copy of the plot herewith filed. Presented by me, 
- For Epwarp Youne, 

YOUNG GAINS. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 16th February, 1804, by Thomas Bilbo. Chain carriers, John Young and Joseph Lawrence. 


. Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 46, by Epwarp Lioyp Waltzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
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Thomas Bilbo, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and 
lot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct, and that it contained the improvements of the claimant; 
and that he, the witness, understood that the claim of William Williams covered the house and the lower part of this 
claim, but had no particular knowledge of the fact. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Dante Youne’s case, No. 158 on the docket of the Board, and No. 16 on the books of the Register. 


Claim. —A donation of sit hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act af Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Marcu 3, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated-on the waters of Fulsom’s creek, in the county of 
Washington, beginning on a red oak, and running north, forty-six degrees east, eighty chains; thence, south, forty- 
four degrees east, eighty chains; south, forty-six degrees west, eighty chains; thence, to the beginning; containing six 
hundred and forty acres, having such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot an- 
nexeds which said tract of land is claimed in and by virtue of the second section of the said act, by Daniel Young, 
and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as by said act directed. 
‘{'o all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 


Presented by me, Youne Garns, for 
} DANIEL YOUNG. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 15th February, 1804, by Thomas Bilbo. Chain carriers, John Young and Joseph Lawrence. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 48, by Epwarp Lioyp Walzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Thomas Bilbo, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that- he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct, and that it included the plantation and improvements 
of the claimant; that the claim of James Huckaby covered near one-half of this survey, on the northwesterly sides 
that the claim of Byant and Brewer, perhaps, interfered in-a small degree upon the southwesterly line. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Huckasy, representative of Matthew Robinson; case commenced in page 715. 


Thomas Bilbo, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and 
plot of the land in question, .ad believed it to be correct, and that it included the plantation and improvements of 
the claimants that about one-half of this claim, on the east corner, was covered by the claim of Danie! Young, and 
knew of no other interfering claim. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Francisco FonraniLia’s case, commenced in page 695. 

Young Gains, Jun. and David Gains, chain carriers for the survey in this case, were sworn before John McGrew, 
Esq, Justice of the Peace. 

Thomas Bilbo, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct; and that it contained the plantation and improvements 
of the claimant; that about one-third part of this survey, on the lower side, was covered by the claim of Doctor John 
Chastang; that he, Bilbo, understood that the donation claims of Julian De Castro, Peter Malone, William Coleman, 
and James Griffin, were also laid upon the upper part of this claim, | 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


DantEL Jounsron, representative of Daniel Spillards case No. 159 on the docket of the Board, and No. 81 on 
the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second sectivn of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wil: ; 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 

+ ceiving und adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. - 
; Marcu 30, 1804. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, in the county 
of Washington, beginning at a post oak, running south, seventy degrees west, fifty chains, to a stake; thence, south, 
twenty degrees east, one hundred and twenty-eight chains, toa stake: thence, north, seventy degrees east, fifty chains, 
to a stakes thence, north, twenty degrees west, one hundred and twenty-eight chains, to the beginning; and hath such 
forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed; containing six hundred 
and forty acres: is claimed by Daniel Johnston, legal representative of Daniel Spillard, in and by virtue of the 
second section of this act, as a donation, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of 
Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot 


herewith filed. 
DANIEL JOHNSTON. 
[ Plot omitted. J 


Surveyed 29th March, 1804, by Daniel Johnston. Chain bearers, Amos Reed and William D. C. Phelps. 
The claimant exhibited two writings, in the following words and figures, to wit: 


Know all men by these presents: That I, Archibald Reed, have bargained, sold, and dejivered unto James Bilbo 
all iny right, title, and claim of my improvement near Solomon Johnson, first improved by Daniel Shiler, for value 
received of him. Given under my hand, this 11th day of February, 1804, 

ARCHIBALD REED. 


Witness, Witu1am D. Puexps. . 
I endorse all my right and title of the above bill of sale to Daniel Johnston, for value received, of him: Witness 
my hand, this 25th March, 1804. 
hs JAMES BILBO. 
Witness, Joun Drase. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 237, by Epwarp Lioyp Wa1es, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
John Dease, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duiy sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the land in 


. question, but did not make the plots that it was made by another person from his field notes, and that he believed it 
to be correct, and that it included the plantation and improvements of the claimant; that he knew of no interfering 
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lines or claims, unless the northeast corner might interfere in a small degree with the claim of Wiley Barker; that 
it might also interfere in a small degree with Copeland’s claim on the southeast corner. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


DaniEu Jounston, representative of William Burke, case commenced in page 719. 

John Dease, surveyor, was presented as a witness,.and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and 
plot of the land in que-’ton, and believed it to be correct, and that it included the improvements of the claimant; 
that he believed that it covered nearly <he whole of James Bilbo’s pre-emption claim; that he believed that the claim 
of the representatives of James Copeland, deceased, also interfered on the north corner, and probably covered the 
improvement. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Brrpcet Burke, administratrix of William Burke, deceased; case commenced in page 721. 

James Powel and James Dean, chain carriers for the survey in this case, were sworn before R. Harwell, Esq. Jus- 
tice of Peace. 

John Dease, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and 
plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct; and that it contained the improvement of the claimant: 
that he knew of no interfering lines or claims; and that its present shape was in consequence of other claims which 
bound it on all sides but one. 

The Board ordered that the case be postpoued for consideration. 


Youne Garxs’s case, commenced in page 679. . 

Thomas Bilbo, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and. being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and that he believed it to be corrects that it included the improvements of the claim- 
ant; that he understcod that the claim of George Brewer, Jun. interfered with this on the lower side, arid ‘Thomas 
Malone on the upper side, but in what manner did not know. 

The Boarc ordered that the case be postponed for consideration, 


Joun CHastTane, representative of John Talley: case commenced in page 671. 

Thomas Bilbo, surveyor, was presented as a witness,-and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct; and that it contained the improvements of the claim- 
ant; that it adjoins the other claim of Doctor Chastang for four hundred and eighty acres, under a Spanish warrant, 
on the lower side thereof; that he knew of no interference. — 

The Board ordered that the case be. postponed for consideration. 


Joun CHAsTANG’s case, commenced in page 670. . 

Thomas Bilbo, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be corrects and that it contained the plantation and improvements 
of the claimant; that about two-thirds of this survey, on the upper side, was covered by the claim of Francisco 
Fontanilla; and that the claim of James Griffin interfered upon the back end. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Daniet Jonnson’s case, commenced in page 678. 

Amos Reed and James Dean, chain carriers for the survey in this case, were sworn before Figures Lewis and 
John Callier, Esquires, Justices of the Peace. 

John Dease, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and 
plot of the land in question, and believed it to be corrects and that it included the improvements of the claimant: 
that the British claim of Alexander McCullagh covered about one-quarter part of this claim, on the south sides and 
had heard of a British grant, in favor of Adam ‘Tate, which must also cover a part of this claim, on the north side. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Powe, executor of William Powel, deceased; case commenced in page 682. 

John Dease, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and 
plot of the land in question, and believed it to be corrects and that it contained the improvements of the claimant; 
that about one-third of this claim, on the north side, was included in the claim of the representative of Nathanie! 
Bassett, deceased; that he knew of no other interference. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Powe ’s case, commenced in page 706. 

John Dease, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and 
plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct; and that it included the improvements of the present 
claimant; that nearly the whole of this claim was covered by the claim of the representative of Nathaniel Bassett, 
deceased, excepta small point on the river, at the upper corner, and also on the north end; that he knew of no other 
interference. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourtied until Wednesday, the 11th instant. 

Wepwespay, pril 11, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Thursday, the 12th instant. 
Tuurspay, April 12, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


JoserpH CHasTANe’s case, commenced in page 714. 

James Gordon, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct; and that it included the dwelling-house aud improve- 
ments of the claimant; that he knew of no interfering line or claim. 

The claimant produced a deposition, taken in pursuance of an order of the Board, recorded in page 714; which 


deposition is in the following words and figures, to wit: 
Tvespay, “April, 3, 1804. 


Personally appeared before me Simon Andry, and, being qualified agreeable to law, testifies as follows: that, 
some time in the year 1795, Ushan Chastang entered on the land in question with negroes, the property of Josep): 
Chastang, as he understood, and cultivated the said land, until the American line was run, on both sides of the 
river; all of which time the said Joseph Chastang resided in Mobile; and, after the line was run, the said Joseph 
moved up, and has continued to cultivate and inhabit to the present day. 

Sworn to before me, JAMES CALLIER, J. P. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
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Sruon AnpRyY’s case, commenced in page 682. 

William Mitchel was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, 
that he was not interested in this claim; that, before the year 1795, and ever since, Simon Andry had been settled 
upon and cultivated the land in question, by his slaves; but having an overseer there, and being there occasionally 
himself, he resided principally in Mobile, until about six or seven years ago; that he made this place his steady re- 
sidence; and that he then was upwards of fifty years of age. 

James Gordon, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct; that this survey, together with another small one 
adjoining, which was claimed under a different title, included the buildings and improvements of the claimant, 
(part of the buildings coming within this plot, and part within the others) that, on the north or upper side of this str- 
vey, the claim of John Baptist Trenier interfered to a very considerable extent. ; 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Smron ANpRy, representative of Charlotte Haurale; case commenced in page 683. 

The testimony of William Mitchel, recorded in the preceding case in this page, was applied in this cases his 
knowledge being the same in both cases. 

James Gordon, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct: that the piece on the west side of the river, contain- 
ing forty-one acres, included part of the buildings and improvements of the claimant; that he, Gordon, knew of no 


interfering lines or clairhs. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Baptist TRENIER’s case, commenced in page 673. 

James Gordon, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be corrects and that it included the dwelling-house and improve- 
ment of the claimant; but that the claim of Simon Andry included the said buildings and improvements, and the 
whole of this claim, except about thirty-five acres. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun CuasTAno’s case, commenced in page 672. 

James Gordon, surveyor, was presented as _a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be corrects and that it included the dwelling and improvements 
of the claimant; that he, Gordon, knew of no interfering lines or claims. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James CauieEr, representative. of Isabella Trouillet, the wife of Joseph Campbell; case commenced in page 714. 
James Gordon, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believes that three of the lines which he run out, to wit, on the north end, west 
side, and south end, to be correctly delineated; but the line which pursues the meanders of the waters, and bounds 


thereon, he did not run, but laid the same down by conjecture. 
Question by the claimant. Whether you did or did not make a correct plot of the land in question, according to 


the best of your knowledge at the time? 
Answer. I did, as I was not able to take the meanders of the river. 
Question by the claimant. Were you not instructed to run out this land so as not to include more than six 


hundred and forty acres? ae 
Answer. I was instructed to run half a mile out, from the place of beginning, two miles down, and half a mile 


east, to the river. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James CaLiier’s case, representative of Joseph Anderson, commenced in page 662. 

James Gordon, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct; and that it included the improvements of the claimant: 
that it interfered with the claim of Thomas Carson, about one-half, on the north side. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Catuier and Josrpx Campse.t, executors of Maria Josephia Narbone; case commenced in page 697. 


James Gordon, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be corrects and that it included the dwelling.and improvements 
of the claimant: and that there were no interfering lines or claims. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Adjourned until Friday, the 13th instant. 
’ Frivay, 4pril 13, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Saturday, the 14th instant. 
Saturpay, “pril 14, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. . Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


Younc Garns’s case, commenced in page 679. 

Adam Hollinger and Nathan Blackwell were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated 
by the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claims that, according to their knowledge and belief. 
the land in question was inhabited and improved by a person of the name of Lucas, as early as the year 1790, and 
that it continued to be inhabited and cultivated by a person of the name of Burrows through the year 1795; but 
whether these persons were tenants to the present claimant or not, they did not know; that the present claimant 
was an inhabitant of the Mississippi territory on the 27th of October, 1795, before that time, and ever since; and 
that, on the 22d of October, 1787, he was more than twenty-one years of age. 

Question by the claimant. Did you ever know or hear that Burrows ever offered to sell the land in question, or 
exercise any act of exclusive ownership? 

Answer by both. We never did. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Adjourned until Monday, the 16th instant. 
Monpay, pril 16, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Bensamin Few’s case, No. 160 on the docket of the Board, and No. 170 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A right of: pre-emption of five hundred acres, as representative of Turnbull and Joyce, under the third 
section of the act. 
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The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in: pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on Nanna Hubba bluff, on the. west side of Tom- 
biguee river, in the county of Washington, beginning at.a stake at the old corner, said to be Turnbull’s; running 
thence, with the river, south, fifty-two degrees east, thirty-two chains; thence, south, seventy-three degrees east, 
thirty-one chains, to a sassafras; thence, south, twenty-eight degrees west, eighty-one chains fifty links, to a stake: 
thence, north, sixty-two degrees west, sixty-three chains, to a stake; thence, north, twenty-eight degrees east, 
eighty-one chains fifty links, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are 
fully represented in the plot annexed, containing five hundred acres: is claimed by Benjamin Few, under the third 
section of the act, &c.; the said Turnbull claimed this land under a Spanish warrant, [which] is now exhibited to 
the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To ail which 
he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

BENJAMIN FEW. 





Marcu 30, 1804. : 
[ Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed March 28, 1804, by Jolin Milliken. Chain bearers, James M’Coniell and Edmund Smith. 
Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 507, by Evwarp Lioyo Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Natt Christmas, Richard Barrow, and John Milliken, surveyor, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly 
sworn, the said Christmas deposed, that, some time in the year 1802, he, as sheriff, was directed by Lemuel Henry, 
[{squire, attorney at law, to advertise and sell one hundred acres of land, lying, as he believed, within the lines of 
the plot or survey then exhibited to the Board, in virtue of an execution issued from the court of Washington 
county, Mississippi territory, in favor of Michael Milton, against the property of Turnbull and Joyce; that he did 
accordingly advertise and put said land to sales at which sale, Colonel Benjamin Few was the highest bidder, and 
became the purchaser: that he, Christmas, gave him a sheriff’s deed for the said one hundred acres of lands that, 
in two or three days after the sale, he put said Few in possession of said land; and that he had continued to inhabit 
and cultivate the same ever since. 

The said Barrow deposed, that Colonel Benjamin Few had, according to his best belief, cultivated and inhabited 
on the land in question from the year 1802, and that Few was more than twenty-one years of age. 

The said Milliken deposed, that he surveyed the land in question, and made the plot, but only measured the 
river, with its meanders, and plotted the other lines for complement of land; that said plot interfered with the claim 
of Howel Dupree, in or about the red dots; that Lemuel Henry’s claim, as representative of John Turnbull, covered 
all of said land, except that part interfering with Dupree; that said Few inhabited and cultivated within the limits 
of this survey. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Tuesday, the 17th instant. 
Turspay, 4pril 17, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Wednesday, the 18th instant. 

Wepnyespay, pril 18, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Ricuarp Hawkrys’s case, No. 161 on the docket of the Board, and No. 171 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
Fhe claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on the west side of TTombigbee, on Barrow’s lake, 
in the county of Washington, beginning at a cypress on the point where Barrow’s creek empties into Barrow’s lake; 
running thence, down the lake, south, thirty-four degrees west, fifty-two chains, to a cypress on the bank;. thence, 
north, sixty-two degrees west, one hundred and twenty-five chains, to a stake; thence, north, forty-five degrees 
east, fifty-two chains, to a stake; thence to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural:and artificial, 
as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing six hundred and forty acres: is ciaimed by Richard Haw- 
kins, in and by virtue of the second section of the act, as a donation, and is now exhibited to the Register of the 
Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to 
refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

RICHARD HAWKINS. 


Marcu 31, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed March —, 1804, by Natt Christmas. Chain bearers, William Gibson and David Matthias. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 509, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Natt Christmas, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the 
land in question; that the plot then exhibited gave a true and correct representation of the land claimed, with such 
marks, natural and artificial, as were therein laid down; that said Hawkins resided within the limits of this survey; 
that there was an interference between this claim and the claim of Simpson Whaley, on the line north, forty- 
two degrees east, some where near to the lake, as he had beeninformed. 

The said Gibson.and Matthias, chain carriers for the above survey, were sworn before William H. Hargrave, 
Justice of Peace. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


JosePu Bates, Junior’s, case; commenced in page 709. 


Natt Christmas, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the 
land in question, and that the plot exhibited gave a true and correct representation of the land claimed, with such 
marks, natural and artificial, as were therein laid down; that the claimant lived within the limits of said survey; 
that there was an interference of a few acres on the line north, sixty-two degrees east, on the branch which makes 
a part of said line, between this claim and the claim of Edward Creighton, representative of Benjamin King; that 
he only knew of said interference upon information. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
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Apam Hottiinser’s case, No. 162 on the docket of the Board, and No. 174 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of six hundred and twelve acres, under the third section of theact. _ 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of un act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, Sor 
receiving and adjusting claims to land south of the Tennessee river, and east of the Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying west of the Tombigbee river, beginning on a stake, 
on the west bank of the said river, at the mouth of the Poll bayou, on the south side of the said creek, on Eason’s 
corner; thence, running with his line, south, eighty-six degrees west, eighty chains, to a pine; thence, south, eleven 
degrees east, twenty-five chains, to a pine; thence, south, seventy-seven degrees west, twenty-eight chains, to.a 

‘gum; thence, north, eleven degrees east, one hundred and five chains, to a pine; thence, north, eighty degrees east, 

seventy-one chains, toa stake, on the bank of the Tombigbee river; thence, down the river, to the beginning: is 

claimed by Adam Hollinger, under and by virtue of the thirdjsection of the above mentioned act of Congress. To 

all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot now delivered to the Register of the Land Office to 
be established east of Pearl river: which plot is herewith filed. 

W. CARMAN, ' 
Attorney in fact for Adam Hollinger. 
Fort StoppErt, March 31, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed the 15th day of March, 1804, by Natt Christmas. Chain bearers, John Barnet and Goodwin Mirick. 
Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 512, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Natt Christmas, surveyor, Joseph Bates, senior, and Lemuel Henry, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly 
sworn, the said Christmas deposed, that there were two interferences with the lines of this survey, viz: ‘Thomas 
Bates, senior, and Seth Dean, both run over the line north, eleven degrees east, a considerable distance; Dean near 
three hundred acres, and Bates above two hundred acres. 

The said Bates and Henry deposed, that Adam Hollinger inhabited and cultivated the land in question on the 
third day of March, 1803, and before, and ever since that time; and that said Hollinger was, on the third day of 
March, 1803, the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Setu Dean’s case, No. 163 on the docket of the Board, and No. 176 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, as representative of Jobn Jacob Abner, under the second 
section of the act. nm ; ' ; : 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, viz: 


y 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, anid east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, in the county 
of Washington, beginning at a corner stake, running north, seventy-two degrees west, eighty chains, to a lightwood 
stakes thence, south, eighty degrees west, fifteen chains, to a pine; thence, north, fifteen degrees east, eighty chains, 
toa corner stake; thence, south, seventy-two degrees east, seventy-five chains, to the river; thence with the river to 
the beginning; having such shape, form, and marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, 
containing six hundred and forty acres: is claimed by Seth Dean, representative of John Jacob Abner, in and by vir- 
tue of the second section of the said act, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river. 
to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith 


filed. 
SETH DEAN, 
Representative of John Jacob Abner. 
Marcu 31, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed 31st March, 1804, by Seth Dean. Chain carriers, Jesse Thomas and David Dupree. 
Entered in record of claims, wol. 1, page 514, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for ; 

. JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Setu Dean’s case, No. 164 on the docket of the Board, and No. 178 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of six hundred and forty acres, under the third section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners uppointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Piease to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of the river Tombigbee, in the 
county of Washington, beginning on the said river; running thence, north, eighty degrees west, ninety chains, to a 
corner stake; thence, north, sixty-six chains, to a stake; thence east, ninety chains, to a stake on said river; thence, 
to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot - 
annexed, containing six hundred and forty acres, is claimed by Seth Dean, in and by virtue of the third section of 
this act, as a pre-emption, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be 
recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 


SETH DEAN. 
Marcu 31, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 516, by Epwarp Lioyp Wailzss, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Natt Christmas, surveyor, was — as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the plot of 
the land in question, from his field notes of adjoining lines, and believed it to be correct; that it included an im- 
provement originally made by the claimant, then in the occupancy of Mrs. Copeland; that this tract was claimed by 
Thomas Bates and Adam Hollinger, representatives of William Cheney, except a few acres on the west side; that 
the interference of Hollinger was on the south side about one-half, and Bates’ interference on the north more than 
one-half, and extended on to the claim of Hollinger. a 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
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Grorce Dicxey’s case, No. 165 on the docket of the Board, and No. 151 on the books of the Register. 

Claim.—A right of pre-emption of six hundred and forty acres, under the third section of the act. 

_ The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 

figures, to wit: 5 

To the Commissioners appointed for adjusting’ claims and rights of lands south of Tennessee, and east of the Pearl 
river. 

Please to take notice, that the above survey is claimed by George Dickey, as a pre-emption, lying and situated 
about three miles below the Sunflower, beginning; on a sassairas, ranning west with Danley’s line, until hindered by 
water; thence, returning back to the beginning; thence, meandering the river down, one hundred and fourteen chains 
fifty links, toa sassafras; thence, west, until hindered by water: claiming, by the said pre-emption, six hundred and 
forty acres; bounding on the north by Denley, and on other sides by vacant land or undefined claims. 


Joux Dreney, for 
GEORGE DICKEY. 


Marcu 3, 1804. { Plot omitted. ] 
Chain carriers, James Donley and Hiram Mounger, Partly surveyed on the 23d March, 1804, by Robert 
Ligon. 


‘Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 480, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBEES, Register. 


John Denley was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, that the 
claimant began to work on the land in question in the year 1801, and worked upon it at times ever since, but did not 
know that he had ever made a crop upon it, but believed that he had about six acres well cleared; that the land was 
low, and subject to inundation, and was unfit for a place of residence; that the claimant had not resided upon it; that 
George Dickey, the claimant, was tlie head of a family onthe 3d of March, 1803. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Tuomas SuttivanT, Junior’s, case, commenced in page 723. 

Natt Christmas, surveyor, was presented asa witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the sur 
veys and plots returned to the Board by the following claimants, to wit: ‘Thomas Sullivant, junior, pre-emption, one 
hundred and ninety acres; Edmund Smith, pre-emption, four hundred and twenty-two acres; John Dease, pre- 
emption, fifty acres; heirs of Godfrey Helverston, donation, six hundred and forty acres; aud Seth Dean, represen- 
tative of John Wallace, pre-emption, six hundred and thirty-nine acres; and that the said plots respectively con- 
tained true representations of the land therein described, according to his best knowledge and belief; that they in- 
cluded the plantations and improvements of the several claimants; and that he knew of no interfering lines or 
claims. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Tuomas Bates’s case, commenced in page 756. 

Natt Christmas, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
of the land in question, that the plot then exhibited gave a true and correct representation 6f the land claimed, with 
such marks, natural and artificial, as were therein laid down; that there were two interferences with the lines of this 
claim, viz: the lines of Seth Dean’s claim, and the lines of Adam Hollinger’s claim, as representative of William 
Cheney; that Adam Hollinger’s claim interfered with this claim, running trom the line south, forty-four degrees east, 
nearly with the crooked line. intended to represent a fence, to the river ‘Tombigbee; that Dean’s claim interfered 
with this. claim, running with a line to the northeast of the fence, from the south line, forty-four degrees east, to the 
same river Tombigbee, as by the scratched line on the plot may better appear. - 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. : 


JostaH SKINNER’S case, commenced in page 660. 

Natt Christmas, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, depssed, that he surveyed the 
Jand now in question; that the plot exhibited gives a true and correct representation of the land claimed, with such 
marks, natural and artificial, as were therein laid down; that the improvements of the claimant were within the lines 
of this survey; that he had been informed that James Callier, Esquire’s, claim, as representative of Joseph Anderson, 
interfered with the whole of this land, except the narrow niche of land, which he knew run within the limits of Thomas 
Carson’s claim, and which Skinner run by the consent of Carson, given in his, Christmas’s, presence. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Evwarp Garianp’s case, No. 166 on the docket of the Board, and No. 11 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A right of pre-emption of three hundred and six acres, under the third section of the act. 


‘ (7 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 

To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Mobile river, in the county of 
Washington, beginning at a gum, and running thence, south, ten degrees east, sixty chains, toa gum; thence, south, 
two degrees east, ten chains, toa gum; thence, south, seventeen degrees west, thirty-four chains fifty links, to a cypress 
corner; thence, north, seventy-eight degrees west, eighteen chains, to alive oak corners thence, north, nine degrees west, 
ninety-three chains, to a gum corner; thence, to the beginning; containing three hundred and six acres, having such 
forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed: which said tract of land 
is‘claimed by Edward Gatland, in and by virtue of the third section of the said act as a pre-emption, and is now ex- 
hibited to the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which 
he begs leave to refer, as also to copy of the plot herewith filed. 

EDWARD GATLAND. 


Fresruary 29, 1804. 
[Plot omitted.) 


Surveyed 27th February, 1804, by Natt Christmas. Chain bearers, Sterling Dupree and David Dupree, who 
were sworn before James Callier, Justice of the Peace. 
Entered in record of claims, vol..1, page 41, by Epwarp Lioyp Wats, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Natt Christmas, surveyor, James Callier, and Joseph Bates, Sen. were presented as witnesses, and,. being duly 
sworn, the said Christmas deposed, that he surveyed the land now in question; that the plot exhibited gave a 
true and correct representation of the land claimed. with such marks, natural and artificial, as were therein laid 
down; that a negro house and field of the claimant were within the limits of this survey; that there was an interference 
between the lines of this claim and the claim of Howel Dupree, to the extent of a straight line drawn from the two 
small crosses on the lines north, nine degrees west, and south, ten degrees east, and on the north end of this sur- 
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vey; that he only knew of this interference from information, but the fact, he believed, would more at large appear, 
reference being had to the survey of Howel Dupree’s claim. : J y 

The said Callier and the said Bates deposed, that the claimant commeneed to improve upon the land in question in 
the winter of the year 1802, and made a crop of corn thereon in the following year, and had continued to cultivate the 
same ever since; that this being swamp or low land, it was not'a suitable place for a dwelling house; that they be- 
lieved that the waters covered nearly the whole of this land, at some seasons of the year; that, on the 3d of March, 
1803, and before, and ever since that time, the claimant was the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Hetrs or James CoPeten, case commenced in page 722. ° 


Natt Christmas, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the plot oi 
the land then exhibited to the Board, and did actually survey and measure the same from the Three River lake, 
to the Boggy branch, but was prevented from the further survey and measurement by high waters; that he plotted 
the residue for complement, and also took the course of the lake from actual observation; that there were two inter- 
ferences with the lines of this survey, viz: George Brewer and Figures Lewis; that both those interferences were on 
the south side of this survey; that he only knew of those interferences from information that the fact will more at large 
appear, by referring to the plots of George Brewer, attorney for the heirs of Charles Brewer, and Figures Lewis’s 
survey. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Thursday, the 19th instant. 

; Tuurspay, April 19, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Lemvet Henry, attorney in fact for Anthony Espahos; case commenced in page 694. 


Joseph Bates, sen. and Natt Christmas were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; and the said witnesses further deposed, that a man of 
the name of Alexander inhabited and cultivated the land in question in the year 1793; that his, Alexander’s negroes, 
continued to cultivate on this land in the years 1794 and 1795; that, in those last years, the negroes were under his, 
Bates’s, direction; that said cultivation and habitation were under the permission of John Turnbull, as he, Bates, was 
informed by Alexander, Joyce, and Turnbull; that after Alexander quitted the possession, a man by the name of Hartly 
contracted with John Turnbull for the purchase of said land; and, in full consideration therefor was to pay him three 
hundred dollars; that, in pursuance of said contract to purchase, said Hartly entered into possession of the premises 
in the winter of the year 1795, or spring of the year 1796, and continued to inhabit and cultivate thereon, until the 
fall or winter of 1799, when, having failed to make the payment of three hundred dollars, he told him, Bates, that he 
had given up the land to Turnbull again, and had cancelled his obligation to pay the said three hundred dollars; that 
he had also heard Joyce say that he had released Hartly from the payment of the three hundred dollars, in consequence 
of said Hartly’s having given up the land, or rather the right he had acquired by said contract to purchase; that neither 
Turnbull nor Joyce were inhabitants within the Mississippi territory on the 27th of October, 1795, or since that 
time. 

Question. Has the right to this land always been admitted to be in John Turnbull? 

Answer. I have understood that the right was always admitted to be in John Turnbull, or persons claiming under 
him. é 
Question to said Christmas by the claimant’s‘attorney. Did you or did you not see in the possession of Mr. Nor- 
wood an English grant for the land in question, in favor of John Turnbull? ; 

Answer. I did never see any such grant. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Narr Curistmas’s case, No. 167 on the docket of the Board, and No. 175 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of eighty-five acres, under the third section of the act. _ 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of Jand, situated on the west side of the river Tombigbee, on the 
bluff known by the name of Nanna Hubba, in the county of Washington; beginning on said river, running thence, 
north, three degrees west, twenty-one chains; thence, north, sixteen degrees east, twenty-three chains twenty-five 
links; thence, north, fifty-three degrees west, six chains; thence, north, five degrees west, twelve chains; thence, 
south, sixty degrees west, seventeen chains; thence, south, twenty-five chains; thence, north, eighty degrees east, 
thirty-two chains, to the beginning; containing eighty-five acres, and hath such forms and marks, both natural and 
artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by Natt Christmas, in and by virtue of the third 
section of this act, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be re- 
corded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 


NATT CHRISTMAS. 
Marcu 31, 1804. [ Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 28th March, 1804, by J. Milliken. Chain carriers, John Ackworth and Josiah Kirk. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 513, by Eowarp Lioyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Joseph Bates, Sen. and Edward Gatland were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; that the claimant has inhabited and cultivated 
on the land in question from the year 1801 until the then present time; that hedid actually inhabit and cultivate on 
the same on the 3d day of March, 1803; and that Natt Christmas, the claimant, was, on the said 3d day of March, 
1803, the head of a family. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. ° 
Adjourned until Friday, the 20th instant. ; 
Fripvay, pril 20, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned to Saturday, the 21st instant. 
Sarurpay, April 21, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Seru Dean’s case, commenced in page 763. 


Jesse Thomas and William Wallacewere presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; that Seth Dean commenced to improve upon the 
land then in question in the year 1802, and that he did actually inhabit and: cultivate the same on the 3d day of 
March, 1803; and that said Dean was, on said 3d day of March, the head of a family; and that Mrs. Copeland 

* then lived on said land. 
The Board ~~ that the case be postponed for consideration. 
r P 
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Seru Dean’s case, No. 168 on the docket of the Board, and No. 180 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A vight of pre-emption of six hundred and thirty-nine acres, as assignee and legal representative of 


John Wallace, under the third section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together witha surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures to wit: ; 

To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed on the 3d day of March, 1803, Sor 
receiving and adjusting the claims to land south. of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of the river Tombigbee, in the 
county of Washington, beginning at a sassafras on said river, running thence south, forty-four degrees west, ninety 
chains, to a pine; thence, north, forty-six degrees west, eighty chains, to a stake on Bilbo’s creeks thence, on said 
creek, north, sixty-four degrees east, seventy-one chains, to a stake; thence, north, fourteen degrees east, forty 
chains, to a gum; thence along the said river, to the beginning; having such shape, form, and marks, natural and 
artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by Seth Dean, legal representative of John Wallace, in 
and by virtue of the third section of this act, as a pre-emption, and now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, 
to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith 


filed. . 
SETH DEAN, 
Marcu, 31, 1804. Representative of John Wallace. 


[Plot omitted. ] 


Chain bearers, William Vaughn and Robert Sharp. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1. page 519, by Epwarp Lioyp Wa1zes, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant produced a deed of conveyance from John Wallace, bearing date the 31st of October, 1803, duly 
executed, relinquishing and conveying to the said Seth Dean all the said Wallace’s right and interest in or to the 
said tract of land, together with the improvements made thereon. 

William Walton was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, 
that he was not interested in this claim; that he saw John Wallace sign, seal, and deliver to Seth Dean the deed 
then presented to the Board, on the day and for the purposes therein mentioned, and that he subscribed thereto as a 
witness. 

Edna Bilbo and Richard Hawkins were presented as witnesses, and,-being duly sworn, the said Bilbo deposed 
that John Wallace built and settled upon the land then in question before the 3d of March, 1803, and cultivated a 

arden only on said land the ensuing season; and that John Wallace was, on said 3d day of March, the head of a 


family. ' 
The said Hawkins preg that John Wallace built and settled upon the land then in question before the 3d 
day of March, 1803, and that said Wallace was, on the said 3d day of March, the head of a family. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Seru Dean’s case, No. 169 on the docket of the Board, and No. 179 on the books of the Register. 
* Claim.—A right of pre-emption of six hundred and forty acres, as assignee and legal representative of James 


Lowe, under the third section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, viz: 

To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, in the county 
of Washington, beginning on a corner stake, running thence, north, eighty degrees west, sixty-four chains, to Bates’s 
creek; thence, along said creek, to Bilbo’s creek, to a corner stake on said creek; thence, south, fifty-eight degrees 
west, thirty-eight chains, to a pines thence, south, eighty-four degrees west, forty chains, to a corner pines thence, 
south, six degrees east, one hundred chains, toa corner stake; thence, north, eighty degrees east, eighty-four chains, 
to the beginning; having such shape, form, and marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed: 
is claimed by Seth Dean, representative of James Lowe, in virtue of the third section of the said act, and is now 
exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. 


To all which he begs leave to refer, as also toa copy of the plot annexed. 
SETH DEAN, 


Representative of James Lowe. 
Marcu 31, 1804. [Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed 31st March, 1804, by Seth Dean. Chain carriers, David Dupree and George Farrar. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 517, by Eowarp Liroyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance from James Lowe, duly executed, bearing date the 9th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1804, conveying to the said Dean all the said Lowe’s right, claim, and interest to the said tract of land. 
Sherwood B. Bonner, Edna Bilbo, and Richard Hawkins, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn 
and interrogated by the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this cases and said Bonner further testi- 
fied, that he saw James Lowe with his own hand sign, seal, and deliver unto Seth Dean the instrument of writing 
then presented to the Board; and that he, Bonner, subscribed to said writing, when made, as a witness, as did also 
Aaron Grinage. 
The said Bilbo and Hawkins further deposed, that James Lowe built a house, and lived upon the land in question, 
before the 3d of March, 1803, and did inhabit on said land on the said 3d day of March, and cultivated cotton and 
potatoes thereon the ensuing season; that James Lowe was, on the 3d day of March, 1803, the head of a family, 


and more than fwenty-one years of age. : 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Sern Dran’s case, No. 170 on the docket of the Board, and No. 177 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of six hundred and forty acres, as legal representative of Jesse Thomas, under 


the third section of the act. ; : 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 


figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on the west side of Tombigbee, in the county of 
oer beginning at a corner pine, about a mile from the river; running thence, south, twenty degrees east, 
one hundred and sixteen chains, to a corner; thence, north, forty degrees west, seventy chains, to a corner stake 
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and pines thence, south, fifty degrees west, sixty chains, to a corner stakes thence, north, twenty degrees west, 
eighty-four chains, to a corner stake; thence, north, eighty degrees east, eighty-six chains, to the beginning; and 
hath such forms and marks. both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing six 
eT ee ws claimed by Seth Dean, legal representative of Jesse Thomas, in and by virtue of the 
third section of this act, as a pre-emption, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east 
of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of 
the plot herewith filed. 
SETH DEAN, 
spacial . Representative of Jesse Thomas. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed March 31, 1804, by Thomas Bilbo. Chains carriers, Jesse Thomas and David Dupree. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 515, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Jesse Thomas and William Walton were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this case; and said Thomas further testified, that he sold his 
claim to the land then in question to Seth Dean, for the consideration of forty-eight dollars; that he commenced his 
improvement in the year 1802, and had inhabited and cultivated on said Jand ever since, and did actually inhabit 
and cultivate the same on the 3d day of March, 1803; and was, on the said 3d day of March, the head of a family. 

The said Walton deposed, that he knew that, on the 3d day of March, 1803, Jesse Thomas did actually cultivate 
aud inhabit the said land; and that said ‘Thomas was, on said 3d day of March, the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Sern Dean, representative of John Dawson; case commenced in page 756. 

Jesse Thomas was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, that he 
saw Thomas Davis sign, seal, and deliver, with his own hand, unto Seth Dean, the deed or instrument of writing 
then presented to the Board: and that he did, at the same time, subscribe his name thereto as a witness, as did also 
C. Helber in his presence. 

‘Thomas Bassett was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that John Dawson, during the pos- 
session of this country by the British Government, inhabited and cultivated on a tract of land, some distance above 
the mouth of the Three Rivers, and which land he supposed was represented by the plot then exhibited; that he did 
confidently believe that neither John Dawson, nor his legal representative or representatives, resided within the Mis- 
sissippi territory on the 27th day of October, 1795. . 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Setu Deay, representative of Francis Juzant; case commenced in page 756. 

William Walton was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, 
that he was not interested in this claim; that he saw Francis Juzant sign, seal, and deliver to Seth Dean the deed 
then presented ta the Board, on the day and date therein mentioned, purporting to be a conveyance of one thousand 
acres of land, on the west side of the Tombigbee river, and on both sides of the mouth of Cedar creek; that he saw 
Robert Walton subscribe the same as a witness. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Monday, the 23d instant. 

Monpay, “pril 23, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Tuesday, the 24th instant. 
Turspay, pril 24, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Adjourned until Wednesday, the 25th instant. , 
Wepnespay, 4pril 25, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Ricuarp Barrow’s case, commenced in page 701. 

Natt Christmas, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he run three lines 
of the survey of the land then claimed, and plotted the fourth line for complement; that the plot then exhibited, 
presents a true and correct view of the land claimed, with such marks, natural and artificial, as are therein noted: 
that there were no lines that interfered with this claim, nor did the lines of this claim interfere with that of any 
other, except with that of Hawkins’s, as had been stated. ; 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. : 


Narr Cueistmas’s case, commenced in page 765. 

John Milliken, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the land 
then in question, and made the plot exhibited to the Board, which gave a true and correct view of said land, with 
such marks, natural and artificial, as were therein noted; that the houses and improvements of the claimant were 
within the limits of said survey; that there was a claim of Edward Creighton’s, as representative of Benjamin 
King, that interfered with this claim, beginning at a corner stake, and running to the south of the spring branch, or 
the north line of said survey, in or about twenty acres; that the interference is represented by the dotted line; that 
Sterling Dupree’s claim covered the whole of said land. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Tuomas Carson’s case, as representative of John Jacob Abner, commenced in page 661. 


Natt Christmas, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the 
land in question, and made the plot then exhibited to the Board, which gave a true and correct view of the land 
claimed, with such marks, natural and artificial, as are therein noted; that he had been informed by Mr. James 
Gordon that he run a line of the survey or claim of the representative of Joseph Anderson, over the south line of 
Carson’s survey, to the extent of upwards of two hundred acres; that Josiah Skinner had also run over the south 
line of said survey, but, by the consent of Mr. Thomas Carson, given in his, Christmas’s, presence; that the original 
improvements of John Jacob Abner were within the limits of said survey. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James CaLLier’s case, as representative of Joseph Anderson; commenced in page 662. 

Thomas Bates, Senior, was ee as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, de- 
posed, that Joseph Anderson inhabited and cultivated the land claimed in the year 1798, and continued to inhalnt 
and cultivate on the game until about two years last pasts that said land had been inhabited and cultivated since Ander- 
son left it, by William Walton, as a tenant of Seth Dean, who purchased, as he, Bates, understood and believed, 
‘Anderson’s right to this claim; that Joseph Anderson was the head of a family in-the month of February, 1798. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
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Samuert Mins, representative of John Turnbull; case commenced in page 696. 


Natt Christmas, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that upwards of one 
year ago he surveyed the land ‘in question, and made the plot exhibited to the Board, in pursuance of an order to 
me issued from the court of Washington county; that the plot exhibited a true and correct view of ‘the land then 
claimed, with such marks, natural and artificial. as were on the plot noted; that there were two men, one of the 
name of Causby, and the other of the name of Rogers, who were then living within the limits of this survey. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Srertinc Dupreg, reprsentative Emanuel Cheney; case commenced in page 648. 


Natt Christmas, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he surveyed the 
land in question, and made plot exhibited to the Board, which gave a true and correct view of the land claimed. 
with such marks, naturai and artificial, as were therein noted; that there was a claim in his own name that. inter- 
fered with the line of the said survey, cornering on the margin of the Tombigbee river, represented by the cross on 
Dupree’s plot, the extent of which interference would more fully appear by reference to the plot of his survey; that 
there was a claim of Edward Creighton’s, as representative of Benjamin an, that interfered with the lines of this 
survey; that the extent of said interference will more fully appear by a reference to the plot of his,survey, and the 
plot of the survey of said Creighton, representative of said King. 

Edna Bilbo and Richard Hawkins were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that Emanue! Cheney settled upon the land 
in question late in the year 1798, but did not make any cultivation; that he inhabited and cultivated on said land 
in the year 1799, but the cultivation of this was a garden only. 

The said Hawkins further deposed, that Earles built the house on said land in which Cheney lived, some time 
in the summer or fall of the year 1798; that said Earles told him he had sold the same to Emanuel Cheney. 

The said Bilbo further testified, that Emanuel Cheney, in the year 1797, was the head of a family, and more than 
twenty-one years of age; the said Hawkins also deposed, that said Cheney was, in the year 1798, the head of a family, 
and more than twenty-one years of age. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Apam Scortvr’s case. No. 171 on the-docket of the Board, aud No. 112 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and sixfy acres, under the third section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance to the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803,! for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, in the county 
of Washington, beginning at Barrow’s lake, and runs down the river thirteen chains fifty links, to a holly; thence, 
west, twelve chains, to a pine; thence, south, thirty-seven chains twenty-five links, to a stakes thence, west, 
twenty-eight chains, to a stake; thence, north, fifty-one chains, to a stake; thence, east, forty-three chains, to the 
beginning; containing one hundred and sixty acres, and hath such marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully 
represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by Adam Scott, in and by virtue of the third section of the act, as a pre- 
emption, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as 
directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 


; ADAM SCOTT. 
Marcu 29, 1804. {Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed by John Milliken. Chain bearers, Cordeal N. Daniels and William Patten. 
Entered in record of claims, volume —, page 347, by Epwarp Lioyp Watrrs, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


John Milliken, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he began at a corner 
tree on Barrow’s lake, and meandered the lake toa holly, a station tree, in or about a hundred yards to the north 
of the garrison burying ground, and continued the measurement of the line, west, twelve chains, and south, thirty- 
seven chains twenty-five links, to a stake; and plotted the other lines for complement; that there were no other 
lines that interfered with the lines of this survey that he knew of, except the lines of James Callier’s survey, made 
by James Gordon; that the houses and improvements of the claimant were within the limits of this survey. 

Godfrey Bartles and Richard Hawkins were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated 
by the Board, they deposed, that Adam Scott, the claimant, inhabited and cultivated the land in ‘question on the 
3d day of March, 1803, and before and since that time; and that said Adam Scott was, on said 3d day of March, 
the head of a family, and more than twenty-one years of age. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Hawxrns’s case, No. 172 on the docket of the Board, and No. 172 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and fifty-one acres, under the third section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the third day of ‘March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee, in the county of 
Washington, beginning on a gum, on a point of land between Barrow’s lake and Mobile river, running thence, up the 
courses and distances, as laid down in the plot, to a willow on Richard Barrow’s corner; thence, west, forty chains, 
toa stake in Barrow’s lake swamp; thence, down the lake, as laid down in the plot, to the beginning; and hath such 
forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, containing one hundred and 
fifty-one acres: is claimed by John Hawkins, in and by virtue of the third section of said act, as a pre-emption, and 
is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by 
said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 

JOHN HAWKINS. 

Marcu 31, 1804. [Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed March, 1804, by Natt Christmas. Chain bearers, Robert Lucas and Matthew Murry. 
Entered in record of claims, volume 1, page 510, by Epwarp Lioyp Wat1tes for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Rezister. 


Natt Christmas, surveyor, Joseph Bates,and Richard Hawkins, were presented as witnesses, and, being dul 
sworn, the said Christmas deposed, that he surveyed the land in question, and made the plot then exhibited, whic 
gave a true and correct view of the land claimed, with such marks, natural and artificial, as were therein noted; that 
there were no lines that interfered with said survey that he knew of. 
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The said Bates and Hawkins deposed, that, before the 3d of March, 1803, and ever since, the land in question 
had been cultivated by the claimant, and for his use, but, being low land, subject to inundation, could not be made 
a place of residence; that John Hawkins, the claimant, was, on said 3d day of March, the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Thursday, the 26th instant. . 
Tuurspay, “pril 26, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


GrorceE Farnrar’s case, commenced in page 758. 


Richard Hawkins and Seth Dean were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, they deposed, that George 
Farrar inhabited and cultivated on said land before and ever since the 3d of March, 1803, and was, on said 3d ot 
March, more than twenty-one years of age. | 

Question to said witnesses. Do you, or either of you, know that the present claimant was the owner, or did ever 
claim said land, or the improvements, on or before the 3d day of March, 1803? 

Answer by both witnesses. Hedid not. ’ 

Question. Do you know under what pretensions the present claimant occupied and possessed the land and im- 
provements now in question on the 3d day of March, 1803? ; ; 

Answer. We know only that he lived there and made a crop on this land in that year, as a cropper. 

The said Dean further deposed, that, on the day that this land was surveyed, he heard Mrs. Bilbo say, that, as 
she could not take in said land in her claim, George Farrar, the present claimant, might purchase it himself from 
the United States. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Friday, the 27th instant. 

Fripay, April 27, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


Heirs oF James McGrew, case commenced in page 686. 


Adam Hollinger was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, that 
he had no interest in this cases that James McGrew, deceased, did inhabit and improve the land in question many years 
ago, he believed as much as fourteen years, and continued there uatil the time of his death, which was after the year 
1795; that his widow and family continued at the same place until after the Americans took possession of this coun- 
try, in the year 1799; and that said James McGrew was the head of a family, and more than twenty-one years of 
age, on the 9th of February, 1788. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Constant McGrew’s case, commenced in page 738. 


John Baker and Young Gains were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed that they had no interest in this claim; and the said Baker further testified, that the widow 
Constant McGrew, the present claimant, had been in the occupancy of the land in question many years; that she 
lived upon it with her husband before the year 1794, about which time she became a widow, and had continued to 
inhabit and improve the same ever since. 

The said Gains deposed, that he did not certainly know that Mrs. Constant McGrew inhabited and cultivated 
within the limits of the survey then exhibited in the year 1797, but his belief was that she did inhabit and cultivate 
on the said land in that year; that James McGrew died in or about the year 1797, as well as the witness recollected: 
that James McGrew, at the time of his leaving this country, and for some short time before his death, inhabited and 
cultivated on the place represented by Mr. Ligon to have been divided by the lower line of said survey, some dis- 
tance from the river; that, in or about the year 1788, James McGrew lived at the improvement where Mr. Gahey 
lived, and near to the rivers that Mrs. M’Grew was, in the year 1797, more than twenty-one years of age. 

Adam Hollinger and Robert Ligon were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said Ligon deposed, 
that he did not make the plot exhibited, but had retraced the lines from the lower line on the river, until he was 
prevented from pursuing the upper line to its junction with the river by high water; that Mrs. McGrew told him, at 
that time, that a stump, a line tree, was a corner to the piazza of the house in which she lived, and that the princi- 
pal part of the house, or all, except a corner of the piazza, was in the limits of the ee grant, and that she in- 
tended to support the Spanish grant, in virtue of her habitation in that house; that the upper line of this tract run 
five chains within the limits of Doctor Chastang’s claim; that Mrs. McGrew told him, Ligon, that she was glad that 
the line had left a sufficiency of the improvement within the limits of the donation, to support it, or to support her 
rights; that he did not exactly remember the words, but that they were to that effect. 

The said Hollinger deposed, that Mrs. McGrew was, in the year 1797, more than twenty-one years of age.— 
Vide his deposition, in the case of the heirs of James McGrew, recorded in preceding case. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Saturday, the 28th instant. 

Satrurpay, April 28, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


Crarxk McGrew’s case, No, 173 on the docket of the Board, and No. 166 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures* 
following, to wit: : 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to lands south of the State of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of the Tombigbee river, lying 
and being in Washington county, beginning near ‘Tawler creek, on a black gum, and running north, thirteen degrees 
west, seventy chains, to a hickory; thence, north, nine degrees east, thirty-two chains, toa hickory; thence, north, 
fifty-five degrees east, ninety-four chains, to a water oak; thence, south, forty-six degrees east, twenty-nine chains, 
toa persimmon; thence, to the beginning: is claimed by Clark McGrew, under and by virtue of the second 
section of the above recited act, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl! 
river, for the purpose of being recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs‘ leave to refer, as well as to 


the plot herewith filed. 
CLARK McGREW. 
Marcu 29, 1804. [Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed 20th March, 1804, by Robert Ligon. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 499, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
. ; JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The claimant exhibited a deposition, as follows, to wit: 
Wasnrneton County, Mississippi Terrirory, pril 26, 1804. 


This day came Thomas Ettridge before me, one of the Justices assigned to keep the peace for said county, and 
made oath that, previous to 1797, and of the date of 1797, he saw Clark McGrew’s tract of land in a state of im- 
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provement, about six acres of land in cultivation; and that Clark McGrew’s negro resided on the tract of land in 
the year 1797, and has. always continued the possession until the present year. And further this deponent saith 


not. 
THOMAS ETTRIDGE. 


Given under my hand and seal. Sworn to before — 
Joun Caer, Justice of Peace. 


John McGrew, Esq. was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that, in the year 1796, there 
was a small piece of land claimed within the limits of this survey, and that Clark McGrew has continued to make 
a small crop every year since that time on the same; that he never had himself resided on said land more than two 
or three nights at a time, having made his, the said John’s, house his home; that Clark McGrew was, in the year 


1797, more than twenty-one years of age. ‘ 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


JosepH WEsTMORELAND’s case, No. 174 on the docket of the Board, and No. 111 on the books of the Register. 
_ Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and ninety-three acres and thirty-six poles, as legal representa- 
tive of Lewis Crane, under the third section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the Tombigbee river, butted on the west side 
said river, bounded on the southwest by a line dividing him, the claimant, and Raleigh Green, lying altogether 
within the lines of Robert Farmar’s survey, beginning on a sassafras, Raleigh Green’s southwest corner, and runs 
with their dividing line south, seventy degrees west, sixty chains fifty links, to a poplar corner; thence, south, 
twenty degrees east, thirty chains, to a pine with two wahoos, pointers; thence, north, seventy degrees east, sixty- 
eight chains, to a stake on the river bank; thence, the meanders of the river, to the beginning; having such marks, 
natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, containing one hundred and ninety-three acres 
thirty-six poles: is claimed by Joseph Westmoreland, legal representative of Lewis Crane, under and by virtue of 
a settlement bearing date the 3d day of March, 1803, and now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office 
established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also 


to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 
JOSEPH WESTMORELAND. 
Fepruary 27, 1804. [Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 27th February, 1804, by T. Malone. Chain carriers, Raleigh Green and Elisha Simmons. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 345, by Epwarp Luoyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed of cortveyance from Lewis Crane, bearing date the 28th of March, 1803, relin- 
quishing and conveying to the said Westmoreland all the said Crane’s right and claim to said tract of land. 

John Baker and James Davis were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, 
they deposed, that. in the year 1802, Lewis Crane lived upon the land in question, and raised a crop, and had a 
small house; that, in the spring of the year 1803, he sold his possession and improvement to Joseph Westmoreland, 
who moved on, and Crane moved off, but could not say the precise time when the exchange took place; that West- 
moreland raised a crop on the land the last year; that Lewis Crane was the head of a family, and twenty-one years 
of age, on the 3d of March, 1803. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct, and that it included the dwelling house and improve- 
ments of the claimant; that this claim was wholly included within the claim. of Robert Farmar, under a British 
grant; that he knew of no other. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Simon ANDREY’s Case, commenced in page 683. 

James Callier and Wilson Carman were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they had no interest ‘in this cases; that part of the dwelling houses and other buildings of 
the claimant stand on the land in question, and also his garden; that he resided there on the 3d of March, 1803, and 
ever since, and on said day was more than twenty-one years of age. 

‘lhe Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun FLoop McGrew’s case, commenced page 738. 

Levin Hainsworth and William McGrew were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated 
by the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this case; the said Hainsworth further deposed, that, 
when he game to this country, in the last part of the year 1799, and was looking out fora farm or plantation, John: 
Flood McGrew showed him the land in question, as belonging to himself; that there had at that time some labor 
been done upon it, but no house erected, nor the appearance of any crop in that year; that, about the year 1801, he 
put a family on said land, and some stock; that he, the witness, believed that, at the time first mentioned, the 
claimant was more than twenty-one years of age. 

The said William further deposed, that, in the year 1798, the claimant began to work on the land by him then 
claimed, and did some work on the same every year, until the year 1801, when he put a family on, which had 
remained there ever since, and had raised crops. 

John McGrew, Esq. was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that John Flood McGrew was, 
in the year 1797, more than twenty-one years of age. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Levin Harnswortu’s case, No. 175 on the docket of the Board, and No. 18 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of three hundred and ninety-six acres, under the third section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, ia the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to land south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated below Sintabogue, on Pine Barren creek, butting 
and bounded as follows, to wit: beginning on a corner hickory; thence, running south, eighty-two degrees west, 
eighty-two chains fifty links, to a corner sassafras; thence, north, twelve degrees west, forty-eight chains, to a 
corner sweet gum; thence, north, eighty-two degrees east, eighty-two chains and fifty links, to a corner stake: 
thence, south, twelve degrees east, forty-eight chains, to the beginning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as 
are represented in the plot annexed, containing three hundred and ninety-six acres: is claimed by Levin Hains- 
worth, under and by virtue of occupancy; he, the said Hainsworth, having inhabited and cultivated the tract herein 
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ecified on the 3d day of March, 1803, agreeable to an act of Congress, entitled ** An act,” &c. and likewise the 


d claimant occupied the said tract from the year 1801, until this day. 


sp 
LEVIN HAINSWORTH, his x mark. 


sai 


Witness: JosePpH CHAMBERS. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Fepruary, 21st, 1804. . 
Surveyed by me, Robert Ligon. Chain carriers, William McGrew and John McGrew. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 50, by Epwarp Lioyp Waltzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


William McGrew was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed. 
that the claimant built two small cabins on the land in question in the year 1801, and made other improvements; that 
the Indians being troublesome, as this land was above the former Indian line, he did not reside there steadily; that. 
on the 3d of March, 1803, his people were there at work, and he was, at that time, more than twenty-one years of 
age.—Vide surveyor’s testimony in this case, In page 737. | ; 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Priscttia Mixes’s case, No. 176 on the docket of the Board, and No. 154 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of four hundred and fifty-six acres, under the third section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners ee in pursuance of the act of “hag aha passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of House’s Mill creek, Washington 
county, butted and bounded on all sides by vacant land, beginning ona hickory, and runs south, seventy-two de- 
grees east, twenty-five chains fifty links, to a large pine corner; thence, south, eighty-six degrees east, ninety chains, 
to a stake with three pines, pointers; thence, north, four degrees east, forty chains, to a pine corner; thence, south, 
eighty-six degrees west, one hundred and fifteen chains, to a stake corner, with two pines, pointers; thence, to the be- 
ginning; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, containing four hundred 
and fifty-six acres and twelve poles: is claimed by Priscilla Miles, of Washington county, Mississippi territory, under 
and by virtue of the third section of the above recited act, and now exhibited unto the Register of the Land Office 
established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which she begs leave to refer, as also 


to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 
PRISCILLA MILES. 
Marcu 26, 1804. [Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 26th March, 1804, by T. Malone. Chain carriers, George McGee and William Morgan. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 483, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The above named chain carriers were sworn before John Callier, Esquire, Justice of Peace. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the sur- 
vey and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct; that it included the dwelling and the greater part 
of the claimant’s improvements, and that he, Malone, knew of no interfering line or claim, and believed there was 
none; that, in September, 1802, he was at said place, and the present claimant then lived there, had a dwelling house, 
some cleared land, and —— of cultivation, and had continued there ever since; that she was at that time a 
widowed lady, considerably advanced in years. 

James Callier was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, that 
he was not interested in this case; that Priscilla Miles, the present claimant, lived upon and cultivated the land in 
question on the 3d of March, 1803, before that time, and ever since; and, at that time, was more than twenty-one 


years of age. : ; 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun PickERING’s case, commenced in page 711. 

William McGrew was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, 
that he had no interest in this claim; that, before the 3d of March, 1803, John Pickering had two houses partly built 
upon the land in question, and some ground cleared; that he raised a crop of eight or ten acres the ensuing season, 
and moved his family on at the beginning of the fall. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Epwarp CreiGHTon’s case, No. 177 on the docket of the Board, and No. 159 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, as legal representative of Isram Beard, under the second 


section of the act. as ; , 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed on the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims south of the Tennessee. and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated about one mile from Nanna Hubba bluff, begin- 
ning ona line of Howel Dupree’s, running north, thirty-four degrees east, to a tupelo gum; thence, north, fifty-six 
degrees east, five chains, to a tupelo gum; from thence, south, fifty-six degrees west, ninety-one chains, to a whortle- 
berry; from thence, south, thirty-four degrees east, seventy-two chains and fifty links; and from thence, north, fifty- 
six degrees east, ninety-one chains, to the beginning, including within the said lines six hundred and forty acres of 
land; bounded on the east by Howel Dupree’s donation claim, and on all the rest by vacant land or undefined claims: 
this land is claimed by Edward Creighton, of Washington county, Mississippi territory, under and in virtue of a 
settlement made by Isram Beard, on or before the month of August, 1797, by him transferred to Jacob Miller, and 
by said Miller to this reporter, in July 21st, 1802, now delivered to the Register of the Land Office to be established 
east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of 


the plot herewith filed. 
EDWARD CREIGHTON. 


Marcu 14, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 14th March, 1804, by Robert Ligon. Chain carriers, John Hines and Howel Dupree. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 489, by Enwarp Liorpy Wanes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Regiséer. 
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The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance from Jacob Miller, bearing date 21st of July, 1802, assigni 
conveying to the said Creighton all the said Miller’s right and claim to said land, and the si, nn a 

Rachel Helverson, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed 
that she had not any interest in this claim; that Isram Beard settled upon the land in question in the year 1798 by 
building a house, and raised a small crop the year following; that he did not live there more than two years before 
he parted with his possession to Jacob Miller, who took peaceable possession of the same; that, at the time of the 
settlement above mentioned, Isram Beard was the head of a family.—Vide surveyor’s testimony in page 737. 

Richard Barrow was b pears as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that, in the latter part of the year 
1798, Isram Beard settled upon the land in question, and, in the year 1799, cultivated thereon; that [sram Beard was 
the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Witi1am McGrew’s case, No. 178 on the docket of the Board, and No. 17 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A, donation of six hundred and thirty-eight acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice. that the following tract of land, situated on the south side of Tombigbee river, on the branch 
of Toller creek, called Coffee-house creek, or William McGrew’s creek, butting and bounding as follows, to wit: 
beginning at a corner pine on the south side of said creek, thence running north, sixty degrees east, seventy chains 
and fifty links, to a corner chestnut; thence, north, thirty degrees west, ninety chains fifty links, to a corner chinque- 
pine; thence, south, sixty degrees west, seventy chains fifty links, to a corner stakes thence south, thirty degrees east, 
to the beginning; having such forms and marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, con- 
taining six hundred and thirty-eight acres: is claimed by William McGrew, under and by virtue of occupancy, the 
said William McGrew having inhabited and cultivated the tract herein specified on the day of the evacuation of the 
Spanish troops, agreeable to an_act of Congress, entitled ‘* An act regulating the grants of land, and providing for 
the disposal of the lands of the United States south of the State of Tennessee.” The said land was likewise occupied 
previous, and ever since, unto this day, by the said claimant, who was above twenty-one years of age at the time re- 
quired by the act, and claims no other land in the territory; and it does not appear to be claimed by any other per- 


son, &c. &c. 
WILLIAM McGREW. 
Fepruary 21, 1804. PI , 
ot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 13th February, 1804, by Robert Ligon. Chain carriers, Levin Hainsworth and John McGrew. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 49, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


John McGrew, Senior, and Levin Hainsworth were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and inter- 
rogated by the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this case. 

The said Hainsworth also testified, that when he came to this country, in the latter part of the year 1799, Wil- 
liam McGrew, the present claimant, showed him the land in question as his plantation; that it had the appearance 
of having been cultivated several years; that there were the remains of an old house and a temporary shed, and four 
or five acres under cultivation, part of which appeared to have had a crop on it the preceding summer. 

The said John McGrew, Senior, further deposed, that he did see not the improvements of his son, the present 
claimant, upon the land in question, until several years after it commenced: that his own house was the frontier 
house, the said claimant a single man, and lived in the family with him; that, in the year 1797, the claimant commenced 
said improvement, as he believed; that he used to go regularly off to work, with working people and tools; and he, 
the witness, always understood from the claimants that it was at said place, and fully believed that it was: that he 
continued to improve in this manner annually, until he was married, about two years ago, when he moved there to 
live; that the claimant was born in the year 1776.—Vide surveyor’s testimony, in page 737. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Ricuarp Hawktnys’s case, commenced in page 762. 
) fom) 


Joseph Bates and John Hawkins were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this cases; and the said Joseph also deposed, that, in the fall 
of the year 1797, the present claimant entered upon the land in question, erected a house, and began to clear the 
lands; that, by himself or his son, he had continued to inhabit and cultivate the same until the then present time, 
and raised crops regularly; and that he was, in the year 1797, more than twenty-one years of age. 

The said John further deposed, that, in January, 1798, he came into this country, and found his father Richard Haw- 
kins, living upon the land in question, and that he had there lived and cultivated ever since, except about two years, 
when the claimant resided at Tensaw; and his improvements on the land in question were occupied by another 
person in his behalf. : 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun McGrew, Junior, representative of Alexander McGrew; case commenced in page 734. 


James McGrew and John McGrew, Esquires, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interro- 
gated by the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this case; and the said James also deposed, that 
he helped Alexander McGrew to build a house, and to plant alittle corn on the land in question, as he, wit- 
ness, believed, in the year 1798; that Alexander McGrew had done some Jabor on the land before that time, but 
that he did not inhabit the land, nor did any person live there in his behalf. 

The said John deposed, that he knew that Alexander McGrew was, in the year 1797, more than twenty-one years 
of age. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Juntan DE Casrro’s case, No. 179 on the docket of the Board, and No. 60 on the books of the Register. 

Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. — ; 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress for receiving and adjusting the claims of 
lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that a certain tract of land, lying on the Tombigbee river, and containing six hundred and 
forty acres, bounded as follows: beginning at a whortleberry on said river, and running south, twenty-seven degrees 
west, toa stake corner; thence, south, sixty-four degrees east, toa hickory corners; thence, north, twenty-seven 
degrées east, to a stake on said rivers thence, along the meanders of said river, to the place of beginning: is claimed 
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by Julian de Castro, by virtue of a certificate setting forth the same, and which tract will more particularly appear 
from a plot. and survey thereof herewith filed; he therefore prays that this claim may be recorded. 


: JULIAN DE CASTRO. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


_ Surveyed 16th February,1804, by T. Malone. Chain carriers, Thomas Barker, and 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 178, by Evwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


William McGrew was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, 
that, according to the best of his recollection, Julian de Castro, the present claimant, lived on the’ land in question 
in the year 1789; and about that time moved off to another place about three miles distant, where he resided about 
three years; and he then moved with his family out of the territory, and did not return until the year 1801. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a_ witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the sur- 
vey and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct; and that it included the dwelling house and 
improvements of the claimant; that this claim included the claim of Peter Malone altogether; also, some part of the 
claim of James Griffins also, a part of John Baker’s one thousand six hundred acres claim; that it also covered 
about half a mile front of the claim of Edward Lloyd Wailes, and of William Coleman; that it probably included 
about half the front of the claim of Doctor Chastang. 

The Board ordered that the case be pustponed for consideration. 


Pie. 





Epwarp Lioyp Watzes’s case. No. 180 on the docket of the Board, and No. 191 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of four hundred and eighty acres, as assignee and legal representative of John 
Baker, under the third section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to ‘ands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the west side of Tombigbee river, near 
Fort St. Stephen’s, in the county of Washington, beginning at Doctor John Chastang’s upper line, on a small iron- 
wood, standing on the river bank, and runs with his line south, twenty-five degrees west, eighty chains, to a stake; 
thence, north, sixty-five degrees west, sixty chains, to a stake; thence north, twenty-five degrees east, eighty chains, 
to a stake; thence, with the meanders of the river, to the beginnings containing four hundred and eighty acres, and 
hath such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed: is claimed 
by Edward Lloyd Wailes, assignee of John Baker, legal representative of John Berry, who purchased the said land 
at sheriff’s sale, and has had the same in possession from the 5th of October, 1801, until the present time; and 
claims the right of purchasing the said land, under the third section of the said act, and is now exhibited to the 
Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he 


begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
EDWARD LLOYD WAILES, 
Marcu 30, 1804. Representative of John Baker. 
Surveyed by ‘T. Malone. [Plot omitted.] 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 2, page 6, by Ep>warp Lioyp Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed from Elijah Powel, as deputy sheriff for said county, duly executed, acknow- 
ledged, and recorded, bearing date the 5th of October, 1801, conveying to the said John Baker the said tract of 
lands which deed was given in consequence of a writ of attachment against the lands and tenements of John Berry 
in virtue of which writ, directed to the said Powel, by the county court in said county, to execute and return 
according to law, he sold at public auction, and deeded said land as above stated. 

On the back of said deed is written as follows, to wit: 

-T hereby assign all my right, title, interest, claim, and demand of the within deed, and all the right, title, inter- 
est, and claim of the land therein mentioned, to Edward Lloyd Wailes, his heirs and assigns, and | do warrant 
and detend the said land unto the said Edward Lloyd Wailes, against myself and my heirs only. 

OHN BAKER. 


Witness, Orro T. V. Barperir. 


The claimant also produced three other instruments of writing, as follows, to wit: 


I, Pleasant Rose, have received in possession, for John Baker, or his heirs, eight hundred acres of land, includ- 
ing a certain improvement made by John Berry, and adjoining Fort St. Stephen’s, and sold by virtue of a writ of 
attachment, by the sheriff of Washington county, to the said Baker; the said eight hundred acres to be returned 
upon demand to the said Baker, except one lot, to include the house that the said Rose now lives in, which said 
house and lot the said Rose is to continue in for and during the term of two years, and pay unto the said Baker 
one dollar per annum; and for the true performance, the said Rose doth oblige himself to forfeit and pay to the said 
Baker, or his heirs, in case of refusal, the sum of fifty thousand dollars. 

Given under my hand and seal, this 16th day of September, 1802. 

PLEASANT ROSE. 


Witness, Witi1am Brewer. 


I, John Baker, do hereby oblige myself and heirs to pay unto Pleasant Rose for all the improvements he shall 
make upon a lot rented him, where he now lives, for two years, after the expiration of the said term, the said im- 
provements to be valued and paid in cotton, or country produce. 

Given under my hand, this 16th day of September, 1802. 

JNO. BAKER. 


Witness, WILLIAM BREWER. 
June 20, 1803. Received of John Baker one hundred dollars in full satisfaction for improving and cultivating 


the aforesaid land. 
: PLEASANT ROSE. 
Emanve. Cueney, his x mark. SE 


Joseph Westmoreland and James Davis were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, and interrogated 
by the Board, they deposed, that they had not any interest 14 this case; that Pleasant Rose did live on the land in 
question some short time before the 3d of March, 1803, and, as they understood, as a tenant to John Baker; but, 
whether he, or any other person, was there on said 3d of March they could not certainly say; that the improve- 
ments were two small cabins; that a small garden was made since the 3d of March, 1803. 

“ Ngee by the claimant. Do you not know that John Murrel did live on another part of this land on the 3d of 
March, 1803: 

Answer by both. John Murrel did live on a part of the land now claimed on the 3d of March, 1803, and raised 
acrop there the last year; that the place where Murrel lived was two or three hundred yards from the place first 
spoken of, where Rose lived. 

98 Pp 
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Questionto J. Westmoreland. Did you ever hear Pleasant Rose say that John Baker had settled with him, and 
paid him for the labor which he did on said land? 

Answer. I heard Rose say that Baker had settled with him, and paid him for work which he had done for 
Baker, part of which [ understood to be on this land. P 

Question. Was John Baker twenty-one years of age on the 3d of March, 1803? 


Answer, by both. He was. 
Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the plot of 


the land in question from his minutes of an adjoining line which he had surveyed, and believed it to be corrects that 
it included the house and improvements where Pleasant Rose lived, and also the house and improvements where 
John Murrel lived; that. on the southeast corner, there was a small ‘interference with the claim of James Griffin: 
that he, Malone, believed that the greater part of this survey was included in the lines of John Baker’s one thousand 
six hundred acres claim; that the greater part, if not the whole, of Peter Malone’s claim, was included in the lines 
of this, and also the greater part of the claim of William Coleman; that the east side of this also included about 
half a mile of the front of Julian de Castro’s donation claim. 

George Robbins and Thomas Ettridge were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said Robbins 
deposed, that Pleasant Rose inhabited and built a house on the land in question in the year 1802; that John Baker 
told him that he had settled Pleasant Rose at said place, to sell spirits for account of Baker; that he believed that 
Rose continued on said laad until the month of March, 1803, but could not say certainly that he did do so. 

The said Ettridge deposed, that he knew that Pleasant Rose inhabited upon the land in question on the 3d of 
March, 1803; that he had a small garden of about thirty feet square, on which he, Ettridge, saw six or seven stalks 
of corn growing; that Rose told him that he had never received any thing for building the house. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Adjourned until Monday the 30th instant. 
ad : f . : Monpay, April 30, 1804, 
Che Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


Joun Catiter, representative of Adam Ilollinger; case commenced in page 688. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, James Dean, and Nathan Blackwell, were presented as witnesses, an!, being duly 
sworn, the said Malone deposed, that he made the survey and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be 
correct, and that it included the dwelling house and improvements of the claimants that he understood that a Bri- 
tish claim, in the name of Hoggatt, was within this survey on the east or lower side. 

The said Dean deposed, that he always understood and heard Wilford Hoggatt say, that the place he lived on, 
and which John Cailier now claims as his representative was his own, and had heard said Wilford Hoggatt also 
say, that he had obtained a Spanish grant, in favor of his brother James Hoggatt, for eight hundred acres of land, next 
adjoining below the place he then lived on. 

The said Blackwell deposed, that he was present when Leonard Marbury tendered the last payment for the 
consideration money of the purchase of the tract of land in question, at which time said Marbury presented a bond to 
him, Hoggatt, purporting as he, the witness, understood, to require that Wilford Hoggatt would indemnify him, 
Marbury. against all other claims; that Hoggatt flew into a passion, and refused to sign it, but he, witness, under-. 
stood that, some short time afterwards, he did consent, received the payment, and did actually sign said bond; that 
Marbury. on quitting this country, made and authorized John Joyce to be his agent, and that he, Joyce, acted as 
such, without any person questioning his authority so to do, as well in conveying the land in question to Adam 
Hollinger, as in transferring other property belonging to the said Marburys that Hollinger gave to Callier in his, 
Blackwell’s, presence, at Mobile, the bill of sale of the same land, as he understood, from John Joyce, as agent to 
Leonard Marbury. to him, Hollinger, and that Callier appeared to be well satisfied therewith. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Francis SrRInGER’s case, commenced in page 676. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made surveys 
and plots returned to the Board of Commissioners by the following claimants, to wit: Francis Stringer’s donation, 
six hundred and forty acres; Thomas Malone’s pre-emption, three hundred and thirty acres; John Dunn’s pre- 
emption, three hundred and ninety-one acres; William Morgan’s pre-emption, three hundred and nineteen‘acres: 
Peter Cartwright’s pre-emption, one hundred and fifty-nine acres; and Priscilla Miles’s pre-emption, four hundred 
and fifty-six acres; and that the said plots respectively contain true representations of the land therein described. 
according to the best of his knowledge and belief, and did include the plantations and improvements of the severa! 
claimants; that he knew of no interfering lines or claims. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wirtiam Mvurre.v’s case, commenced in page 705. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the sur- 
vey and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct, and that it included the dwelling house and 
improvements of the claimant; that the principal part of said survey on the north was included in the claim of Elisha 
Simmons; that a small corner on the south was included in the claim of James Huckaby. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

‘Tomas Matone’s case, No. 181 on the docket of the Board, and No. 186 on the books of the Register. 

Claim—Of four hundred and eighty acres, as assignee and legal representative of John Arnot, by virine of a 
Spanish warrant, or order of survey, under the second section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on the west side of Tombigbee, beginning on a 
sweet gum corner of Fiood McGrew’s claim, and runs with his line south, twenty-four degrees west, one hundred 
and twenty-four chains forty-nine links, to a stake corner; thence, north, sixty-six degrees east, thirty-seven 
chains, and twenty links, to a corner stakes; thence, north, twenty-four degrees east, one hundred and twenty-eight 
chains, forty-nine links, to a corner sweet gum on the bank of the! rivers thence, the meanders of the river, to the 
beginning first mentioned; having such marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, con- 
taining four hundred and eighty acres of land: is claimed by Thomas Malone, representative of John Arnot, under 
and by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, bearing date the —— day of —— and now exhibited to the Register 
of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as is directed by said act. All of which he begs 
begs leave to refer to, as also to the copy of the plot annexed, &c. 

For Tos. Ma.ong, 
Marcu 31, 1804. EDWIN LEWIS. 
[ Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed March, 1804, by T. Malone. Chain carriers, John Dean and George Brewer. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 547, by Epwarp Lioyp Wares, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a Spanish warrant of survey, in the following words and figures, to wit: 














1809.] LAND CLAIMS IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 775 











His Excellency Don Estevan Miro, Colonel of ago Army, Governor General of the city and province of 
uisiana. 


John Arnot, inhabitant in the jurisdiction of Mobile, with the greatest respect for your excellency, represents 
and says, that there is in the river Tombigbee a tract of forty acres of land, of which ten or twelve acres was for- 
merly owned by a Doctor Dallas, situated on the east side by Benjamin James’s land, and on the west side by the 
said fe of the above mentioned Doctor Dallas, which was abandoned by him in the year 1779, and until this pre- 
sent has not been reclaimed by the proprietor, nor by any person by him empowered, (with anintention of what has 
been expressed as also to the petitioner, ) he, with a few head of cattle and hogs for his support, expects from your 
excellency’s generosity the favor of granting him the above petition, with titles from the Secretary of Government, 
which correspond with the concession; for which favor from your excellency, he will be forever thankful. 


JOHN ARNOT. 


Mosits, June 27, 1787. 


Don Vincent Folch, captain in the fixed regiment of Louisiana, commandant, civil and military of this dis- 
trict, certifies that the land which the petitioner solicits is vacant, from information taken for that purpose. 
VINCENT FOLCH. 


New Orteans, July 2, 1787. 


The Commandant of the post of Mobile, shall establish the petitioner upon the twelve acres of land, with the 
profounder, as customary, of forty, at the place he solicits, being vacant, not causing prejudice, upon the precise con- 
dition of making the road and clearing regularly, in the space of one year; and if at the end of three years, the land 
is not settled, during which period it cannot be alienated, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the 
business of settling the same is to be carried on in the tract, and remitted me to provide the interested party 


with titles in form. 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 


This is a copy of the original, which exists in the archives under my charge, remitted to me. 
JOAQN. DE OSORNO. [t. s.] 


John Baker and Doctor John Chastang were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said Baker 
deposed, that he had compared this translation with the Spanish original or grant hereto attached; and that, to the 
best of his understanding, it was truly and correctly translated, as to names, dates, and quantity of acres. 

The said Chastang deposed, that the foregoing is a true translation of the Spanish warrant or order of survey 
hereto annexed, according to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

The claimant produced a deed of conveyance from John Arnot, bearing date the 18th day of December, 1794, 
duly executed, conveying to Tobias Reams all the said Arnot’s right, claim, and title to the said tract of Jand and 
the improvements thereon. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the said land, and believed it to be correct, and that it included the house and other improvements made 
under the original claimant, except about lengths of fence. ‘That the claim of Cornelius McCurtin interfered with 
this, on the east side, about half way in front; thence, towards the southwest corner, so as to include something more 
than half of this tract; that he also understood that a claim of Young Gains ran diagonally across this, a little south 
of the house, so as to include the greater part of said survey on the south; and knew of no other interfering lines or 
claims with this. 

John McGrew and John Baker were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this case; that John Arnot settled upon the land in question, 
in the year 1787, and continued to inhabit and cultivate thereon for some time; that John Arnot was, on the 2d July, 
in the year 1787, more than twenty-one years of age; and that they believed that said Jand had been inhabited and 
cultivated by him, or some person under him, ever since that time; that Arnot had told them that he had sold his 
right to one Tobias Reams, and that they knew that Reams entered intoand enjoyed the peaceable possession thereof, 
under his purchase from Arnot. 

John Callier and James Callier were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said John deposed, that 
he was authorized, by a Jetter from his brother ‘Thomas Callier, to cancel the bargain or purchase of land, which he 
had made with Tobias Reams, for his, ‘TThomas’s use, and account, and which he, witness, accordingly dids and in 
pursuance of that power re-conveyed the land to Reams, in the manner endorsed on the Spanish writing. 

The said James deposed, that he saw a letter, and had understood that ‘Thomas Callier authorized John Callier 
to cancel the bargain or purchase ef land, which he had made for his account with Tobias Reams, and that said John 
Callier did accordingly do so, by reconveying said land to said Tobias Reams, in the mayner endorsed on said Span- 


sh writing. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


MoBILE, 26th June, 1787. 


Tuomas Goopwin’s case, No. 182.0n the docket of the Board, and No. 97 on the books of the Register. 

Claim.—A right of pre-emption of two hundred and eighty-six acres, as legal representative of Daniel Kannada, 
under the third section of the act. _ 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
foilowing, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that’the following tract of land situated on the waters of Bassett’s creek, in the county of 
Washington, beginning at a hornbeam, and running north, forty degrees east, eleven chains, to a lake; forty chains, to 
a beech corner; thence, north, fifty degrees east, twenty chains, toa hickory; thence, south, forty degrees east, fifty- 
five chains to an elm corner; thence, south, forty chains, on Brewer’s line, to a stake corner; south, sixty-seven 
degrees west, twenty-nine chains, to a red oak; thence, north, twenty-seven degrees west, forty chains, to the be- 
ginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, 
containing two hundred and eighty-six acres: is claimed by Thomas Goodwin, legal representative of Daniel Kan- 
nada, in and by virtue of the third section of the said act, as a pre-emption, and is now exhibited to the Register 
of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave 


to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
THOMAS GOODWIN, 


Marcu 26, 1804. ; Legal representative of Daniel Kannada. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Chain carriers, Ambrose Miles and Hezekiah Carter. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 296, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, for 
. JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed from John Kannada, bearing date the 14th day of August, 1803, duly executed» 
conveying to Nathaniel Russ all the said Kannada’s right, title, and claim to said tract of land, and the improve- 
ments thereon made. On the back of which deed is an assignment as follows, to wit: 
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Marcu 6, 1804, 
I endorse all my right and title to Thomas Goodwin, of the within mentioned, as witness my hand and seal. 


NATHANIEL ROSs. 


Test, STEPHEN Cray. 


Benjamin Baldwin was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, he deposed 
that he had no interest in this case; that Daniel Kannada purchased the improvements upon the land in ques- 
tion, about the last of December, 1802, or beginning of January, 1803; and was in possession on the 3d of March 
1803; and raised a crop of about one hundred bushels of corn the following season, by the cultivation of a tenant, 
having about twelve acres under improvement; that there was no dwelling house upon the land, it being low land 
and generally subject to inundation every year. That Daniel Kannada was more than twenty-one years of age on 
the 3d of March, 1803. 2 

William Gilliam, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he mgde the sur- 
vey in question, and believed it to be correct; and that it included the cultivated field of the claimant; that he, Gil- 
liam, knew of no interfering lines or claims. : 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Baxker’s case, commenced in page 703. 


Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct; and that it included part of the improvements of the 
claimant; that his dwelling house and other improvements were on adjoining land, claimed by him under another 
warrant; that the southwestwardly side of this tract interfered with the donation claim of John McGrew, Sen.; that 
it also interfered with the claims of Peter Malone, Julian de Castro, James Griffin, William Coleman, Doctor Chas- 
tang, and Edward Lloyd Wailes. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Baxer’s case, commenced in page 704. 


Thomas Malone, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the plot of 
the land in question, and believed it to be corrects and that it included the dwelling house, and part of the improve- 
ments of the claimants; that, on the east side, it interfered with the claim of John McGrew, senior, but in what man- 
ner he could not say. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Morea, representative of John Burney; case commenced in page 647. 


Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the sur- 
vey and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct, and that it included the dwelling house and im- 
provements of the claimants that this was principally included in the donation claim of John McGrew, junior, re- 
presentative of Alexander McGrew, on the northeast side, which was distinguished by a dotted line on the plot; ‘that 
there might be a strip of something more than two hundred yards wide, which was not included. : 

‘The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Ransom HarweE.t’s case, commenced in page 705. 


Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the sur- 
vey and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct, and that it included the dwelling house and im- 
eg of the claimant; and that he believed that this survey was wholly included in the survey and claim of 

lisha Simmons. , 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed fur consideration. 


Witram Rocers’s case, commenced in page 650. 


Thomas Malone, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct, and that it included the dwelling house and improve- 
ments of the claimant; that, from the best of his information and belief, there was no interference with this claim. 

The Board ordered that the case be pestponed for consideration. 


James CALuier, representative of Bryant and Snelgrove; case commenced in page 651. 


Thomas Malone, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the Jand in question, and believed it to be correct, and that it included the dwelling house and improve- 
ments made by. Henry Snejgrove; that the claim in the name of the heirs of James McGrew, under a Spanish war- 
rant, intersects a small corner of this on the northeast; that the claim of Constant McGrew, for a donation, com- 
prehends the whole front of this survey, and extends back within nineteen chains of the rear. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Ricuarp Lex, representative of Jordan Morgan; case cominenced in page 656. 


George Dickey, Jchn Callier, and William Vardeman, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and 
interrogated by the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this case. And the said Dickey testified, that 
he came to this country from South Carolina in the year 1799, and one of the first houses which he went to was Jor- 
dan Morgan’s on the land in question; that it appeared to have been erected in the winter preceding; that he had 
at the same time, a smitl’s shop erected, and the tools of his trade, and but small cultivation; that, some time after, 
Morgan went out of possession, and William Vardeman came in; that, at a subsequent period, Vardeman went out, 
and the place was afterwards improved by the tenants of Esquire Lee, the present claimant, and had been so conti- 
. to that —. ” on. - 

uestion by the claimant. en you came to the house of Jordan Morgan, as you have mention 
married to Mr. Wheat’s daughter, and had a child? siiiaiies eas aac 

Answer. He was married, and had a child at that time. ” 

The said Callier deposed, that he sold William Vardeman’s claim to the land in question to Richard Lee, an 
paid to him, Vardeman, the consideration money, which he received, and confirmed his, Callier’s, bargain and sale 
to Lee; that he, Callier, had always understood, and did believe, that Lee entered into the peaceable and quiet pos- 
session of said land, in virtue of said sale, and continued quietly to possess the same without upposition, until lately 
as he understood, some person or persons had set up claim or claims to all ora part of said land. , 

The said Vardeman deposed, that, in May, 1799, he purchased and settled upon the land in question, and conti- 
nued thereon until some time in the latter part of that year, or beginning of the year 1800, when he removed there- 
from, and rented another place; that, some time afterwards, Colonel Callier, in his, Vardeman’s, behalf, and for his 
account, sold his right or claim to the improvements and land to Richard Lee; which bargain and sale he, Vardeman, 
confirmed; that neither Jordan Morgan, nor any other person, set up claim to said land at that time, that he knew of, 
nor had they since, until very lately; that Jordan Morgan inhabited on said land at the time that he, Vardeman, pur- 
chased his claim and improvements. , 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wituram W11iiams’s case, commenced in page 715. 


Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct; that it included the dwelling house and improvements 
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of ‘he claimants that, from his knowledge of the natural marks referred to in the survey of Edward Young for a do- 
nation, and from an inspection of his plot returned to the Board, the whole of this claim was included within that 


survey. ; ; ; 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Perer MAtone, representative of John Woods; case commenced in page 701. 


Thomas Malone, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and ~ of the land in question, and believed it to be corrects that itincluded the dwelling house and improvements 
of the claimant. 

George Harris and Siddie Harris were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this case; that they knew that Peter Malone inhabited and culti- 
vated on the land in question, before and since the 3d day of March, 1803, and that they believed that he actually 
did inhabit thereon on the said 3d day of March; and that Peter Malone was at that time the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Micasan WALL’s case, commenced in page 656. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct; that it included the dwelling house and improvements 
of the claimant; that this survey was wholly included in the claim of John McGrew, junior, as the representative 
of Alexander McGrew, and that he knew of no other interference. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Matruew Suaw’s case, commenced in page 651. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct; that it included the dwelling house and improvements 
of the claimant; and that he knew of no interference. : 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wit1aM Coteman, representative of Simon Favre; case commenced in page 718. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question; and believed it to be correct; that it included the improvements of the claimant, 
but not his dwelling house, which was several miles off from the land claimed; that this survey included the whole 


of Peter Malone’s claim; that the east side of this comprehends the greater part of the claim of Edward Lloyd. 


Wailes, and that John Baker’s one thousand six hundred acres’ survey runs from south to north diagonally across 
this, and included a great part of it; that the claim of Julian de Castro for a donation interfered nearly in the same 
manner as did said Wailes’s claim. 

Augustin Rochon was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that Simon Favre ‘vas an inter- 
preter of the Choctaw language for the Spanish garrison at Fort Confederation, on the Tombigbee rivez, until that 
garrison was evacuated by the Spanish troops in the year 1796 or 1797; that said Favre was then attached to the gar- 
rison of Fort St. Stephen’s, on the same river, as an interpreter, and continued in this service at said post until it 
was evacuated by the Spanish troops; that he then removed to New Orleans, and there acted as interpreter for the 
Spanish Government, in which service and capacity he still continued. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Ann LAWRENCE’s case, commenced in page 721. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be correct; that itincluded the dwelling house and improvements 
of the claimants that this claim embraced almost the whole of the claim of Noah Kenner Hutson, except a little on 
the river at the northeast corner; that the south corner interfered with the claim of James Callier, under Anthony 
Hoggatt, and knew of no other interference. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James CaL.ier, representative of Anthony Hoggatt; case commenced in page 674. 


Thomas Malone, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he carried the com- 
pass part of the way in making a survey of the land in question, and that Mr. Bilbo carried the compass the remain- 
ing part; and that, from his own minutes, and those of Mr. Bilbo, he made this plot, and believed it to be corrects 
that it included the dwelling and improvements of the claimants that, from the best of his knowledge and informa- 
tion, the claim of: William Vardeman, under a British grant to John Lott, covered the whole width of this claim on 
the front, but how far back he was not able to say. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Grorce Brewer, Junior’s, case, commenced in page 726. 

Thomas Malone, surveyor, was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be corrects that it included the dwelling house argl im provements 
of the claimant; that the claim of Young Gains, under a Spanish warrant, included more than half the front of this, 
and running diagonally, intersected the west line of this survey, about half way back from the river, so that it em- 
braced the northwest curner; that he had understood that a British grant, in the name of Abrahams, interfered with 
some part of this, but in what manner he did not know. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Bensamin Krneo’s case, No. 183 on the docket of the Board, and No. 194 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of three hundred and fifty acres, by virtue of a deed of conveyance from William Jackson to Israel 
Foalsome, pre-supposing a British grant to said Jackson, under the first section of the act. _ 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of the ‘Tombigbee, in the county of 


Washington, beginning at Stewart’s old line; south, twenty-five degrees west, one hundred and ten chains, to a red 
oak corner; thence, south, sixty-five degrees east, thirty-one chains sixty links, toa stake; thence, north, twenty- 
five degrees east, one hundred and fifteen chains fifty links, to the river; and thence, with the river, to the begin- 
ning; containing three hundred and fifty acres: is claimed by Benjamin King, legal representative of Israel Foal- 
some, and now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office to be established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as 
directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
BENJAMIN KING, 
, Representative of Israel Foalsome. 
[Plot omitted.] 
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Surveyed 24th February, 1804. Chain carriers, Peter Nelms and Benjamin King. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 2, page 15, by Evwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The claimant produced deeds of lease and release from William Jackson, bearing date the 3d and 4th days of 
March, 1780, duly executed, conveying to Israel Foalsome all the said Jackson’s right, title, and interest in or to 
said tract of land. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Den .ey’s case, No. 184 on the docket of the Board, and No. 143 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of six hundred and forty acres, under the third section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, viz: 

To the Commissioners appointed for adjusting claims and rights of land south of the Tennessee, and east of 
Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the above survey is claimed by John Denley, as a pre-emption, lying and situated 
about two miles below the Sunflower, beginning on a red elm on the west side of Tombigbee, running west, unti! 
hindered by water; thence, returning to the beginning; thence, meandering the river down, until it intersects with 
George Dickey; thence, west, till hindered by water; claiming by the said pre-emption six hundred and forty 
acres, binding on the south by George Dickey, and on all other sides by vacant land or undefined claims. 

es JOHN DENLEY. 
Marcu 28, 1804. [Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 23d March, 1804, by Robert Ligon. Chain carriers, Hiram Mounger and James Donley. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 470, by Epwarp Liorp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


George Dickey was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, that 

he had no interest in this claim; that the present claimant began to work on said land in the year 1801; that, in the 

year 1803, he raised a crop of about five acres of corn and pumpkins on it; that he was, on the 3d of March, 1803, 

twenty-one years of age; but being an unmarried man, lived in the family with his father, and had no dwelling 

house or other houses on said Jand.—Vide surveyor’s testimony, in page 737. . 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


NaTHaANIEL Ross’s case, No. 185 on the docket of the Board, and No. 89 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and sixty-four acres and thirty-six poles, as representative of 
Henry Slaughter, under the third section of the act. 

T Se claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting claims to land south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Bassett’s creek, in the county of 
Washington, beginning at a red oak on Isaac Ryan’s line; running thence, north, twenty degrees east, fifteen 
chains, to a water oak; thence, north, sixty-five degrees east, thirty-three chains, toa gum; thence, north, thirty 
degrees west, thirty-five chains, to a red oak; thence, south, fifty-two degrees west, thirty-five chains, to a red oak; 
thence, south, sixteen degrees west, thirty chains, toa red oak sapling; thence, south, sixty-three degrees east, twenty - 
one chains fifty links, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully re- 
presented in the plot annexed, containing one hundred and sixty-four acres and thirty-six poles; is claimed by Na- 
thaniel Ross, representative of Henry Slaughter, in and by virtue of the said act, as a pre-emption, and is now ex- 
hibitedfto the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To 
all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

BenyamMin Batpwin, for 
NATHANIEL ROSS. 
[Plot omitted.] 


Chain carriers, Benjamin Harrison and Hezekiah Carter. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 258, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The above named chain carriers were sworn before William H. Hargrave, Esq. Justice of the Peace. 


Benjamin Baldwin was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed. 
that he had no interest in this claim; that Daniel Kannada purchased the improvements on said land, together with 
the improvement in the swamp, now claimed by Thomas Goodwin of Henry Slaughter; and he understood that 
Daniel Kannada sold the whole to his brother, John Kannada, who sold the same to Nathaniel Ross; that said Ross 
sold the swamp part to Thomas Goodwin,.as he, witness, had heard, and retained the upland, which is now in ques- 
tion; that on » part there was a cabin, but there was no cultivation in the year 1803, nor was it inhabited by any 
body on the 3d of March in that year, nor until the close of the year; Thomas Goodwin resided there a short time; 
_ — Ross, Daniel Kannada, and John Kannada, were each of them twenty-one years of age on the 3d of 
March, 1803. 

William Gilliam, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the sur- 
vey and plot of the land in question,“and believed it to be correct; that 1t included the dwelling house and im- 
provements of the claimant; that he had not heard of any interfering lines or claims. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Adjurned until Tuesday, the Ist of May next. 
Tusspay, May 1, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Wednesday, the 2d instant. 
Wepnespay, May 2, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


Wutiam H. Harerave’s case, commenced in page 727. 
William Gilliam, surveyor was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey 
and plot in question, and believed it to be correct; that it included a small improvement of the claimant; that he 


knew of no interfering lines or claims. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
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Tuomas Sutziivant’s case, comme nced in page 723. 


_ William Gilliam, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn. deposed, that he made the plot 
of the land in question, from a survey which he had previously made, and believed it to be corrects that it included 
the dwelling house and improvements of the claimant; that he knew of no interfering lines. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wiriiam GiLiiAM, representative of John Clarks; case commenced in page 399. 


William Gilliam, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the sur- 
vey and plot of the land in question, and believed it to be corrects that it contained the dwelling house and im- 
provements of the claimant; that he knew of no interfering claim. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Thursday, the 3d instant. 

Tuurspay, May 3, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Friday, the 4th instant. : 
a ‘ , Fripvay, May 4, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph s 
Adjourned until Saturday, the 5th instant. F : — 

Sarurpay, May 5, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Setu DEAN, representative of Charles Walker; case commenced in page 755. 


‘Thomas Bassett was presented as 2 witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that more than twenty years ago 
he saw negroes belonging to Charles Waiker clearing ground on the west side of Tombigbee river, opposite the 
cut-off, just below the mouth of the creek, as well as he recollecteds that he believed that neither Charles Walker 
nor his legal representative or representatives, resided within the Mississippi territory on the 27th day of October 
17953 that he had understood that Joel Walker, nephew to Charles Walker, inherited the whole of the estate of his 
uncle, Charles Walker, deceased. 

William Coleman was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed 
that he had no interest in this claim. : ; 

Question. Do you know the widow of Joel Walker, nephew of Charles Walker? 

Answer. I did know her, and her name was Mary, to the best of my recollection; she had a child, and I have 
heard that it was dead. I have heard from the brothers of Joel Walker, William and David Walker, that this child 
was dead; and I believe that this child died between the years 1798 and 1801. : 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Francis CoLEmMan, representative of Charles Walkers; case commenced in page 751. 


John McGrew, Sen., was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed 
that he had no interest in this case; that he knew that Charles Walker settled upon the land in question in or about 
the year 1778, built a house, and made two or three crops on said land; that he believed that Walker died in the 
year 17803 that neither Charlies Walker, nor his representative or representatives, resided within’ the Micsissippi 
territory on the 27th day of October, 1795; that he thought Walker had cleared, and under cultivation within the 
limits of said land, about forty acres. ‘ 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Monday, the 7th instant. 

Monpay, May 7, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


James Cauiier and Josep Campse.y, executors of Maria Josephia Narbone, deceased; case commenced in 
page 697. 

‘The following deposition, taken pursuant to an order of the Board, recorded in page 699, was exhibited, to wit: 

Question. Have you any interest, direct or indirect, in the establishment of this claim? } ; 

Answer. I have no interest, direct or indirect. 

Question. How long have the lands now claimed been in the occupancy and possession of the present claimants 
and those under whom they hold? i 

Answer. About forty-five years. 

Question. Have these persons held an uninterrupted possession, holding out all others therefrom, and no other 
person claiming any right thereto? : 

Answer. They have held an uninterrupted possession of the lands now claimed, holding out all others therefrom 
and no person or persons have made any claim thereto. . 

Question. When did Anthony Narbone, the husband of Maria Josephia Narbone, die? 

Answer. About ten years since. 

Question. Did he die in possession of the premises? 

Answer. He died in possession of the premises, and on the lands now claimed. 

Question. Did Maria Josephia Narbone, his widow, continue to inhabit and possess the same until her death, and 
at what time did she die? . 

Answer. Maria Josephia Narbone, the widow of Anthony Narbone, deceased, did continue to inhabit and pos- 
sess the said Jand until her death; and that she died about eighteen months ago, on the said premises. 

Question. Have the premises been inhabited and cultivated by the heirs of Maria Josephia Narbone since her 


death, and, if so, by which of them? _ 
Answer. ‘The premises have been inhabited and cultivated by one of the heirs of said deceased, viz: Isabella 


Campbell. 
Question. What kind of cultivation has been made on the land in question, from your first knowledge of the 

place, until the present timer 
Answer. Corn, pease, potatoes, rice, and sometimes tar. 


SIMON ANDRY. 

_ Personally appeared before me, James Farr, Esquire, one of the Justices of the Peace for the county of Wash- 
ington, in the Mississippi territory, Simon Andry, and, being duly sworn to make true and correct answers to such 
questions as should be proposed to him, did, on oath, make the answers to the above mentioned questions, as above 
stated. ° 


Sworn before me, this 27th day of April, 1804. 
JAMES FARR, J. P. 


John Chastang and Augustin Rochon were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this case. < 

The said Chastang further deposed, that, when he first came into this country, which was in the year 1765, Mr. 
Anthony Narbone, now deceased, was settled upon the land in question, and, from appearance, and as he then un- 
derstood, had been settled there-many years before; that he continued to live there until the time of his death, which 
happened about the year 1794; and that Maria Josephia Narbone, his widow, lived there unti! she died, about eigh- 
teen months since; and that one of her heirs, to wit, Isabella Campbell, had resided there ever since. - 
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_ The said Rochon also deposed, that, as long ago as he could remember, to wit, about the year 1781, Anthony 
Narbone lived on the land in question; that, for a time, the Indians became so troublesome, that Mr. Narbone was 
compelled to quit his plantation, and remove into Mobile; but, as soon as the danger was over, [he returned to it,] 
and lived there until he died; that his widow lived there until she died, and, since her death, her daughter Isabell. 
the present wife of Joseph Campbell, had resided at the same place. 7 ' ; - 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Cuastano’s case, commenced in page 672. 

The following notice, plot, and testimony, were produced by the claimant, as a part of said case, to wit: 

Lo the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 24 day of March, 1803, for recetn- 
ing ané adjusting claims to land south of the Tennessee river, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying east of Mobile river, butting and bounding on the 
north by lands claimed by Peter Juzant, on the south by lands claimed by Baptist ‘Trennier, en the west by said 
river, and on the other side by vacant land: is claimed by John Chastang, under and by virtue of a Spanish 
grant or order of survey, granted to the said John Chastang, as may appear by the original grant now delivered to 
the Register of the Land Office to be established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘Te 
all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 

; CHASTANG, Jeune. 
; [Plot omitted. ] 

Fort Sroppext. 

Surveyed 29th February, 1804, by James Gordon. 

The depostition of Simon Andry, taken pursuant to an order of the Board, was exhibited, as follows, to wit: 

Question. Are you, directly or indirectly, interested in the establishment of the claim in question? 


Answer. I am not interested, directly or indirectly, in the claim. 
Question. Did Doctor John Chastang, the present claimant, inhabit and cultivate the land now by him claimed 


on the 22d of October, in the year 1795, and, if so, what kind of cultivation? _ 
Answer. Doctor John Chastang did inhabit and cultivate the land in question on the 22d of October, 1795, on 


both sides of the river, and that he has so continued to inhabit and cultivate the said lands to the present time; and 


that he made corn, pease, rice, and potatoes thereon. | 
Question. Was Doctor Ciastang the head of a family, or twenty-one years of age, on the 18th of January, 1785? 


Answer. He was the head of a family, and twenty-one years of age, at that time. 
SIMON ANDRY. 


Chain bearers, Joseph Campbell and Gabriel Tissrah. 


_ Personally appeared before me, James Callier, Esquire, one of the Justices of the Peace for the county of Wash- 
ington, in the Mississippi territory, Simon Andry, and, being duly sworn to make true and correct answers to such 
questions as should be proposed to him, did, on vath, make the answers to the above mentioned questions, as above 


stated. Sworn before me, the 27th day of April, 1804. 
JAMES CALLIER, J. P. 


Augustin Rochon was presented asa witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, tliat Doctor Chastang established 
himself on the land in question in the year 1795, by building upon the same, and putting a number of his negroes 
there; that, some time after, probably in the year following, he removed from his upper plantations, near Fort St. 
Stephen’s, to this place, where he had resided ever since. 

Simon Andry was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that, at the time Doctor Chastang 
petitioned for the land whereon he now lives, the old fields on the opposite side of the river extended the whole 
length of his concession on the west side, commencing on the east, or opposite side of that channel of the river from 
that whereon said Chastang resides, and running up the bank of the said channel of the river, until nearly opposite 
the mouth of Cedar or Cambey creek, and, in extent from the river, in and about three acres. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Heirs or AucustTin Rocuon, deceased, two cases; one commenced in page 749, and the other in page 750. 


The deposition of Simon Andry, taken pursuant to an order of the Board, was exhibited, as follows, to wit: 
Question. Are you, directly or indirectly, interested in the claim in question. 

Answer. I am not interested directly or indirectly. 

Question. Did you know Augustin Rochon, deceased, and at what time did he die? 

Answer. I did know Augustin Rochon, deceased, betore his death, and he died about the year 1780. 

Question. Did he, at any time before his death, reside within this territory, and cultivate any of the lands which 


are now claimed by his heirs or executors? | ey ; 
Answer. Augustin Rochon, deceased, did reside in this territory before his death, and cultivate the Jands now 


claimed by his executors or heirs. ; 

Question. Do you know whether his widow or either of his heirs resided within the Mississippi territory through- 
out the year 1795, and whether either of them cultivated any of the lands of said deceased within said territory? 

Answer. The son of Augustin Rochon, deceased, did live on and cultivate the lands of the said deceased 
throughout the year 1795. 

Question. What kind of cultivation did he make? 

Answer. Corn, pease, potatoes, and rice in the summers in the winter he made tar. 

SIMON ANDRY. 


Personally appeared befere me, James Callier, Esquire, one of the Justices of the Peace for the county of Wash- 
ington, in the Mississippi territory, Simon Andry, and,ibeing duly sworn to make true and correct answers to such 
questions as should be proposed to him, did, on oath, make the answers to the above mentioned questions, as above 


stated. Sworn before me, this 27th day of April, 1804. 
JAMES CALLIER, J. P. 


Doctor John Chastang was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that, before the death of Au- 
gustin Rochon, deceased, he saw his laboring people working upon and cultivating the lands now claimed by his 
heirs; that he could not say from positive knowledge that Augustin, the son of the deceased, continued to do the 
same after the death of his father, but that he knew that his people were here in the year 1795; and believed that lie 
resided here also during a part of said year. ; : 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Thursday, the 10th instant. 

Tuurspay, May 10, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Saturday, the 12th instant. ! 
Saturpay, May 12, 1804. 


Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


The Board met according to adjournment. 
Adjourned until Monday, the 14th instant. 
Monpay, May 14, 1804. 


Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: 
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Rozerr Sorr:z., Senior’s, case, commenced in page 706. 


Thomas Bassett was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, 
that he had no interest in this claim; that Robert Sorrel, Sen., was living on the land in question, had land cleared 
and corn growing last spring was a year since; and, from the quantity of labor that appeared to have been done, he 
must have lived there | gehen to the 3 day of March, 1803; and was, at that time, more than forty years of age. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James FraAzIER’s case, commenced in page 681. 


John McGrew was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that James Frazier settled and com- 
menced to improve upon the land in question, in the fall of the year 1788 or 1789, and made four or five crops there- 
on, and then removed to Natchez, and from thence to Chickasaw nation, where he had resided ever since; that 
when Frazier quitted said land he told him to take care of the same for him; that he, McGrew, put on a man by 
the name of Stilly, who made a crop thereon in the year 1795; and that James Frazier was, on the 31st of July, 1787, 
more than twenty-one years of age. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Farr’s case, commenced in page 757. 


Daniel Johnson was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, that 
he was not interested in this claims that, in the year 1795, the land in question was settled upon and cultivated by 
Cornelius Rain, as well as he, Johnson, recollected; that he had understood that James Farr cultivated and inha- 
bited said land, in the year 1797, in the employment of Cornelius Rain. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Epwin Lewis’s case, as representative of William Green, commenced in page 711. 


John McGiew, Esquire, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, de- 
posed, that he had no interest in this case; that William Green settled, built houses, and improved upon the land 
in question, about two years last past, and continued thereon until last fall; and was, on the 3d of March, 1803, 
more than twenty-one years of age. : 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Epwin Lewis’s case, commenced in page 711. 


John McGrew, Esquire, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that Edwin Lewis settled 
upon the land in question before the 3d of March, 1803, built houses, and cultivated last summer one or two acres 
of land; that he had resided thereon before and ever since the 3d of, March last; and was, he, McGrew, thought, 
more than twenty-one years of age. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Heirs or Jonn Mcinrosus case commenced in page 744. 

John McGrew, Esquire, and Thomas Bassett were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn‘and inter- 
rogated by the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim. And the said McGrew deposed, that 
John McIntosh had land cleared, and negroes working on said land, in the year 1780 or 1781; and that it was said 
that the land was cultivated, at that time, for the account of John McIntosh. 

The said Bassett deposed, that he knew that said land was inhabited and cultivated, at the time that the British 
held this country, by his, McIntosh’s, negroes and overseer. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Josnua Howarp, representative of Arthur Moore and wife; case commenced in page 729. 


John McGrew, Esquire, and Thomas Bassett were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that 
they knew that Arthur Moore inhabited and cultivated on the land in question; when the British held possession of 
this country. And the said McGrew also deposed, that said Moore conveyed said land to Joshua Howard; that 
he had understood, and did believe, that said Howard did reside within the Mississippi territory on the 27th day 
October, 1795. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Hoacatr’s case, as representative of William Wall and wife, commenced in page 753. 


John McGrew, Esquire, and Thomas Bassett were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said Me 
Grew deposed, that James Hoggatt lived at or near the land, near to where Colonel Callier now lives, in the year 
1780; that Hoggatt had a plantation and barn on the said place; that he, McGrew, understood from William Wall 
and James Hoggatt, that the land thus inhabited and cultivated by James Hoggatt, in the year 1780, was the same 
which Hoggatt purchased from said Wall; that he did not know whether or not James Hoggatt, or his legal repre- 
sentative, resided within the Mississippi territory on the 27th day of October, 1795; that he knew that Wilford 
Hoggatt resided one year at or near the same place, in the low grounds where James Hoggatt lived, and afterwards 
removed from the low grounds, or swamp, to the pure lands, some distance from the river; that Marbury entered 
upon this land after Wilford Hoggatt quitted its that, after Marbury quitted the possession, Adam Hollinger entered 
thereon; that Wilford Hoggatt first came to this country after the conquest of it by the Spaniards, which was 
before the year 1795, at which time, he said he had come to get his and his brother’s land; that Wilford Hoggatt 
removed from this country to the Mississippi river, near to the town of Natchez, where he had resided ever since, 
as the witness believed. cae © 

The said Bassett deposed, that he knew that James Hoggatt lived, in the year 1789, or before that time, in or 
about the same place, on the river Tombigbee, where Colonel Callier now lives; that he asked Wilford Hoggatt, as 
well as he, Bassett, recollected, some time in the year 1791, why he settled upon the land claimed by his brother 
James Hoggatt, and whereon he had formerly lived; he said that his own place, or land, was entirely wood land, and 
as the place of his brother had considerable quantity of land that had been formerly cleared, it was much easier to 
clear up agains and that when his brother James Hoggatt came to this country, if he came at all, he might clear 
him, Wilford Hoggatt, as much land, and he would give him up his land again; that he, Bassett, believed that Wil- 
ford Hoggatt resided within the Mississippi territory on the 27th of October, 1795. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Hers or Roserr Farmer, deceased; two cases, commenced in pages 741 and 742. 


John McGrew, Esq. was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that, soon after the Americans 
took possession of this country, Colonel John McKee came to his house, and requested him to get some persons to 
settle upon Major Robert Farmer’s land, and said that he would pay for whatever labor they might do; that he, Mc- 
Grew, accordingly agreed with Elijah Simmons and William Rogers to settle upon the lower tract, for aceount of 
the representatives of Farmer; that he had since understood that their settlements were made without the limits of 
Farmer’s claim,{which happened from his, McGrew’s, not being well acquainted with the lines of Farmer’s land; that 
McKee gave him, McGrew, the plot of the said lower tract only. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Thursday, the 17th instant. 

99 Dp 
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Tuurspay, May 17, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


James Scotr’s case, representative of Gabriel Burrows, commenced in page 663. 


John Smith was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, that he 
had no interest in this claim; that Gabriel Burrows moved, built, and cleared ground, on the place in question, in 
the year 1797, and in that year cultivated about one acre in corn, and planted peach trees; that Burrows resided 
and cultivated on said land; one or two years after that, sold it to James Scott, the present claimant, who had resided 
on the same ever since Burrows quitted it; and that he, Smith, always understood that Burrows had sold his claim 
to Scott; that, in the year 1797, Gabriel Burrows had a wife and family of three children. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Adjourned until Friday, the 18th instant. 
Fripay, May 18, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Monday, the 21st instant. 
Monpay, May 21, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Adjourned until Wednesday, the 23d instant. 
Wepnespay, May 23, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Exinv Hatt Bay’s three cases, in two of which he claims, as representative of William Fradgley, the other, as 
representative of John Sutherland, the two first cases commenced in pages 745 and 746, the other case in page 747; in 
each of these cases the Board adjudged as follows, to wit: 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the articles of agree- 
ment and cession between the United States and the State of Georgia, and the said claimant is not confirmed in his 


title to said land. 


Heirs oF Joun McInrosu, deceased; case commenced in page 744. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the articles of agree- 
ment and cession between the United States and the State of Georgia, and the said claimants are not confirmed in 


their title to said land. 


James Hoceartr, representative of William Wall and wife; case commenced in page 753. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the articles of agree- 
= and re between the United States and the State of Georgia, and the said claimant is not confirmed in his 
title to said land. 


Heirs or Ropert Farmer, deceased; two cases, commenced, one in page 741, the other in page 7425; in each of 
which cases the Board adjudged as follows, to wit: , 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the articles of agree- 
ment and cession between the United States and the State of Georgia, and the said claimants are not confirmed in 
their title to said land. 


ya~ae 


Bensamin Kia, representative of Israel Foalsome; case commenced in page 777. 


Claim.—Three hundred and fifty acres, founded on a deed of conveyance from William Jackson to Israel Foai- 
some, presupposing a British grant to said Jackson; but no such grant being produced, or proved ever to have ex- 
isted, the Board, on due consideration, is of opinion that this claim is not supported, and the claimant is not con- 


firmed in his claim to said land, 


Hetrs or Aveustin Rocuon, deceased ; two cases, commenced, one in page 749, the other in page 750; in each of 
which cases the Board adjudged as foilows, to wit: 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the articles of agreement 
and cession between the United States and the State of Georgia, and the said claimants are confirmed in their title 


to said land. 


Setu Dean, representative of Francis Juzant, case commenced in page 756. 


Claim.—One thousand acres, by virtue of a deed of conveyance from Francis Juzant, pretending to be the son 
and heir of Peter Juzant, deceased: this claim is founded on a supposed British grant to the said Peter Juzant; but 
no such grant being produced, nor any evidence that it ever existed, the Board, on due consideration, is of opinion 
that this claim is not supported, and the claimant is not confirmed in his claim to said land. 


Sern Dean, representative of John Dawson; case commenced in page 756. 


On careful inspection of the paper produced, as the original patent or grant, in support of this claim, the same 
being mutilated, illegible, and altogether unintelligible; on due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the said 
paper, claimed to be the original patent, or grant, is destitute of the parts essential to its validity, and, therefore, the 


said claimant is not confirmed in his claim to said land. 


‘Sern Dean, representative of Charles Walker; case commenced in page 755. 


On due consideration, and careful inspection of the original patent or grant produced in support of this claim, the 
Board is of opinion that the said patent or grant is not legally and fully executed, and, theretore, the said claimant 


is not confirmed in his title to said land. 
Francis CoLeman’s two cases, commenced, one in page 751, as representative of Charles Walker, the other case 
in page 752, as representative of Abraham Little; in each of which cases the Board adjudged as follows, to wit: 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the articles of agree- 
ment and cession between the United States and the State of Georgia, and the said claimant is not confirmed in his 


title to said land. ' 


ALEXANDER McCu acu, representative of Alexander McCullagh, deceased; case commenced in page 739. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the articles of agree- 
ment and cession between the United States and the State of Georgia, and the said claimant is not confirmed in his 


title to said land. 
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Wiruiam Varpeman, representative of John Lott, Jun.; case commenced in page 743. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the articles of agree- 
ment and cession between the United States and the State of Georgia, and the said claimant is not confirmed in his 


title to said land. 


Ropert ABRAHAM'S Case, commenced in page 754. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 


law, and the said claimant is not confirmed in his claim to said land. 


Josuua Howarb, representative of Arthur Moore and wife; case commenced in page 729. 

Claim.—Two hundred and fifty acres, founded on deeds of conveyance from Arthur Moore, and Mary Moore his 
wife, pre-supposing a British grant to said Arthur Moore, of the lands claimed; but no such grant being produced, nor 
any evidence that it ever existed, the Board, on due consideration, is of opinion that this claim is not supported, and 


the claimant is not confirmed in his title or claim to said land. 


Tuomas Basserr, son and heir of Thomas Bassett, deceased; case commenced in page 668. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the existence and subsequent loss of the said grant from the 
British Government of West Florida to said ‘Thomas Bassett, deceased, is proved, and that this claim is supported 
agreeably to the requirements of law; and the Board doth confirm to the lawful heirs of the said Thomas Bassett, 
deceased, their title to the said land, to be located, as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the west side of the Tombigbee river, on the margin thereof, at a cotton trees thence, north, sixty- 
seven degrees west, with the line of the old British survey, seventy-nine chains fifty links; thence, south, twenty-three 
degrees west, eighty -three chains sixteen links; thence, south, sixty-seven degrees east, two hundred and twenty-three 
chains, to the margin of Tombigbee river; thence, up the same, with the meanders thereof, to the place of beginning. 


Tuomas Bassett, administrator of Nathaniel Bassett, deceased; case commenced in page 664. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the existence and subsequent loss of the said grant from the 
British Government of West Florida to said Thomas Bassett, deceased, is proved, and that this claim is supported 
agreeably to the requirements of law; and the Board doth confirm to the lawful heirs of the said Thomas assett, 
deceased, their title to said land, to be located, as follows, viz: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, about three-quarters of a mile above McIntosh’s bluff, at 
a sassafras, being the corner of the old British survey, and also the corner of lands granted by the British Govern- 
ment to Alexander McCullagh; thence, north, eighty-seven degrees west, one hundred and twenty-five chains se- 
venty-five links, in the said old line; thence, south, three degrees west, fifty-nine chains twenty-eight links, in said 
old Jine; thence, south, eighty-seven degrees east, ninety-two chains, in said old line, to the river; and thence up 


the margin of the same to the place of beginning. 
James Catyier and JosepH CamPpsey, executors of Maria Josephia Narbone, deceased; case commenced in 


page 697, 
On full investigation of the circumstances attending this case, and on due consideration thereof, the Board is 


of opinion that the long uninterrupted possession of such part of the lands now claimed as is hereafter described, 
under several successive Governments, affords as high evidence of a complete and perfect title as a grant from either 
of said Governments fully executed. Although this claim is not brought within the literal provisions of the act of 
Congress of the 3d of March, 1803, the Board is of opinion that it is well supported within the spirit and intent of 
said acts and doth, thereupon, confirm to the lawful heirs or legatees of the said Maria Josephia Narbone, deceased, 


title to the following tracts of land, to wit: britigd 
gbee, or Mobile river, ten chains above the present 


Beginning on the west margin of the west branch of the Tombigbe 
dwelling house of Joseph Campbell; thence, down the margin of said river sixty-three chains twenty-five links; thence, 
due south, seven chains fifty links; thence, up the course of said river, sixty-three chains twenty-five links, keeping, in 


all places, seven chains and fifty links therefrom; thence, due north, to the place of beginning: also, beginning on 
the east side of the west channel of said river, opposite the place of beginning before mentioned; and thence, run- 
ning from the east margin of said west channel due north, seven chains fifty lmks; thence, down the course of the 
said margin, sixty-three chains twenty-five links, keeping, in all places, seven chains fifty links therefrom; thence, 
due south, to the margin of said channel, and up the same to the place of beginning; containing forty acres of land 
on each side of said west channel of said river. And the Board doth order, that a certificate be granted to them 


accordingly. ACF . 
Adjourned until Friday the 25th instant. 
Frivay, May 25, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


James CaLLigr, representative of Anthony Hoggatt; case commenced in page 674. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of Jaw, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for seven hundred and thirty-two acres of land, to be located as follows, 


to wit: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of Anna Mounger’s five hundred and 
four acre donation tract; thence, up the margin of said river, so far as to make sixty-three chains twenty-five links, 
in a straight line; thence, south, thirty-three degrees west, so far, that a due west line therefrom, tosaid Anna 
Mounger’s northwest corner, and from thence, with her line north, fifty degrees east, to the place of beginning, shall 
include seven hundred and thirty-two acres: Provided, nevertheless, That the said claimant first obtain, before a 
court of competent jurisdiction, a judicial decision in his favor against the adverse claim, by virtue of a grant from 
the British Government of West Florida to John Lott, Jun., of three hundred acres, bearing date February 16, 1778. 
And the Board doth order that a certificate be issued to him accordingly. 


Lemvet Henry, attorney for Antonio Espaho; case commenced in page 694. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for said land by him claimed in, manner and form aforesaid. 


Joun Froop McGrew and Crarx McGrew, representatives of Julian de Castro; case commenced in page 693. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law 
and that the claimants are entitled to a patent for three hundred and thirty-five acres of land, to be located as fol- 
lows, to wit: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of Thomas Malone’s four hundred and 
eighty acre tract, in the right of John Arnot; thence, with the line of said tract, due south, one hundred and twenty- 
six chains forty-nine links, to his southwest corner; thence, due west, twenty-six chains fifty links; thence, due 
north, to the river; and down the margin of the same, to the place of beginning, And the Board doth order that a 


certificate be granted to them accordingly. 
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Corne.ius Ratn’s case, commenced in page 692. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for four hundred acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the lower cornerof Moses Moore’s Spanish warrant, 
confirmed to Ann Lawrence, his legal representative; thence, down the margin of said river so far, as in a straight 
line, due east and west, shall make thirty-six chains and twenty links; thence, south, seventeen degrees east, so far, 
that a due west line therefrom shall strike the southeast corner of the lands confirmed to said Ann Lawrence upon 
the Spanish warrant of said Moses Moore; and thence with said Ann Lawrence’s line north, seventeen degrees west, 
to the place of beginning: Provided, nevertheless, That the said claimant first obtain. before a court of competent 
jurisdiction, a judicial decision in his favor, against the adverse claim under a grant from the British Government 
of West Florida to William Fradgley, bearing date March 13th, 1776. And the Board doth order that a certificate 
be granted to him accordingly. 


James Frazier’s case, commenced in page 681. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by him claimed, in manner and form aforesaid. 


James Powe, executor of William Powel, deceased; case commenced in page 682. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the lawful heirs of the said William Powel, deceased, are entitled to a patent for four hundred acres of 
land, to be located in the following manner, to wit: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, near the cotton gin of Major Hinson, being the lower 
corner of lands confirmed to the heirs of ‘Thomas Bassett, deceased; thence, down the margin of said river to the 
upper corner of John Johnson’s Spanish warrant; thence, with said Johnson’s line, south, seventeen degrees east, 
forty-six chains; thence, west, so far, that a due north line therefrom to the line of said Bassett’s land, and thence 
with said line to the place of beginning, shall include four hundred acres. ‘And the Board doth order that a certifi- 
cate be granted to them accordingly. 

Adjourned until Saturday, the 26th instant. 

Saturpay, May 26th, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Nicuo.as PEerKins, representative of Daniel Johnson; case commenced in page 691. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for two hundred acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the margin of the Tombigbee river, at the lower corner of said Perkins’s three hundred and six 
acre tract, claimed under Thomas Wheat’s Spanish warrant; thence, with the line of said tract to the southeast 
corner thereof; thence, south, seventy degrees ‘east so far, that a line therefrom, north, twenty degrees east, to the 
margin of said river, and thence, up the same to the place of beginning, shall include two hundred acres. 


Nicuotas Perkins, representative of Thomas Wheat; case commenced in page 690. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law. 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for three hundred and six acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at a sassafras, at the mouth of Steep Gut, being the place 
called Ward’s old corner, a is also a northeast corner of Jordan Morgan’s pre-emption, and the southeast corner 
of James Denley’s one thousand acre tract, claimed under Daniel Ward’s Spanish warrant; thence. south, 
twenty degrees west, one hundred and fifteen chains; thence, south, seventy degrees east, twenty-six chains; thence, 
north, twenty degrees east, to the margin of ‘Tombigbee rivers; and thence, up the margin of said river, to the place 
of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 
Ann LawrENCe, representative of Moses Moore; case commenced page 688. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for eight hundred acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the west margin of the ‘Tombigbee river, at an oak corner, being the upper corner of lands formerly 
granted by the British Government of West Florida to John McIntosh; thence, down the margin of said river, so 
far as to make sixty-three chains and twenty-one links, in a straight line; thence, south, seventeen degrees east, so 
far that a due west line therefrom, sixty-three chains twenty-one links, and from thence, north, seventeen degrees 
west, to the place of beginning, shall include eight hundred acres: Provided, nevertheless, That the said claimant 
first obtain, before a court of competent jurisdiction, a judicial decision in her favor against the adverse claim by 
virtue of a grant from the British Government of West Florida to John McIntosh, bearing date September 12th, 
17753 also, against the claim by virtue of a British grant to William Fradgley, bearing date March 13th, 1776. 
And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to her accordingly. 


Joun Hinson, administrator of Owen Sullivant; case commenced in page 677. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion, that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the lawful heirs of the said Owen Sullivant, deceased, are entitled toa patent for four hundred acres of land. 
to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the upper side of the mouth of Three River lake; thence 
up the margin of said river, to asweet gum, at the mouth of Barker’s cut off, or bayou, which unites the upper part 
of said lake to the river; thence, with said cut-off, or bayou, to a willow on the east margin of said Jake; thence, 
down the margin of said lake, sixty-six chains fifty links, to a hickory; thence, north, thirty-eight degrees east, thir- 
ty-seven chains, to a stake; thence, south, sixty-four degrees east, seventy-six chains, toa stake; thence, with the 
waters of a branch of said lake, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted 
to them accordingl 


Adjourned aed Motil: the 28th instant. 
Monpay, May 28th, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Joun CuasTano’s case, commenced in page 670. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for four hundred and aay acres of fad, So be iscused as lage 
wit: 

Beginning at the southwest corner of John Chastang’s four hundred and eighty acre tract, in the right of John Tally: 
thence, with the line of said tract, due north, to the west margin of ‘Tombigbee river; thence, up the margin of 
said river to the mouth of a bayou or gut, a few chains below the former priest’s house of the parish of fort St. Ste- 
phen’s;ithence, due south, twenty chains; thence, due west, so far that a line therefrom, due south, and thence, due 
east, to the place of — shall include four hundred and eighty acres. And the Board doth order that a certifi- 
cate be gratited to him accordingly. 
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Joun Cuasrane, representative of John Talley; case commenced in page 671. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion, that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for four hundred and eighty acres of land, to be located as follows, 
to wit: 

Beginning at an elm on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, nang Divone old corner, a few chains below 
the mouth of Smith’s creek, and being also the upper corner of James Callier’s five hundred and seventy-three acre 
tract, in the right of Bryant and Snelgrove; thence, up the margin of said river so far as to make thirty-seven chains 
and twenty-links, in a due west line; thence, due south, so far that a line therefrom due east, thirty-seven chains 
and twenty links, to the line of said Callier’s tract; and thence, with said line due north, to the place of beginning, 
shall include four hundred and eighty acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him ac- 
cordingly. 


Herrs of James McGrew, deceased; case commenced in page 686. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion, that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the Jawful heirs of the said James McGrew, deceased, are entitled to a patent for four hundred acres of 
land, to be located as follows, viz: ; 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of John Flood and Clark McGrew’s 
three hundred and thirty-five acre tract, in the right of Julian De Castro; thence, with the line of said tract due 
south, to the southwest corner thereof; thence, due west, thirty-one chains fifty links; thence, due north, to the 
river, = “i the same to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to them 
accordingly. 


Joun Baxker’s case, commenced in page 703. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion, that this claim is not cepts, and that the claimant is not en- 
titled to a patent for the land by him claimed, in manner and form aforesaid. 


Joun TrovitteT, executor of Peter Trouillet, deceased; case commenced in page 702. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion, that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and that the claimants are not entitled to a patent for the land by them claimed, in manner and form aforesaid. 


Joun Baxker’s case, commenced in page 704. 
9 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion, that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for four hundred acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the west margin of the 'Tombigbee river, at twenty-five chains below his present dwelling-house; 
thence, due south, so far that a line therefrom due west, thirty-one chains sixty-three links; and thence, due north, 
to the river, and down the same to the place of beginning, shall include four hundred acres. Provided, nevertheless, 
That the said claimant first obtain, before a court of competent jurisdiction, a judicial decision in his favor, against the 
adverse claim, by virtue of a grant from the British Government of West Florida, to John Southerland, bearing date 
the 22d day of October, 1779; also against the adverse claim by virtue of a grant from said Government of West 
Florida to Charles Walker, bearing date the 27th day of January, 1777. And the Board doth order that a certificate 
be granted to him accordingly. 


Simon Anpry’s case, commenced in page 682. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion, that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for four hundred and eighty acres of land, to be located as follows, 
to wit: 

Beginning at a stake at said Andry’s Bluff; thence, north, sixty-two degrees west, forty-two chains ninety-eight 
links; thence, north, fifty-one degrees east, thirty-seven chains ninety-two links; thence, south, sixty-two degrees 
east, forty-two chains ene: ge links, to the river bank; thence, down the margin of said river to the place of 
of beginning, provided that said western lines shall not be so extended as to include more than four hundred and 
eighty acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Joun Baprist TRENNIER’s C..3e, commenced in page 673. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law> 
- that the claimant is entitled to a patent for three hundred and twenty seven acres of land, to be located as fol- 

ows, to wit: ; 

Beginning at the corner of land allowed to John Chastang, at the mouth of Grog Hall creek; and thence, _ 
down the margin of the Mobile river to the upper corner of land allowed to Simon Andry; thence, westwardly, pur- 
suing the course of the lines of the said Simon Andry and John Chastang so far, as to include the number of acres 
above mentioned. 


Danie. Jounson’s case, commenced in page 678. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for eight hundred acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, on the lower side of the mouth of a bayou or creek, called 
the Three Mouthed creek, or Three River lake; thence, down the margin of said river so far as to make sixty-three 
chains and twenty-five links, in a straight line; thence, north, eighty-seven degrees west, so for, that a line there- 
from due north, sixty-three chains twenty-five links; and thence, south, eighty-seven degrees east, to the place of 
beginning; shall include eight hundred acres: Provided, nevertheless, ‘That the said claimant first obtain, before a 
court of competent jurisdiction, a judicial decision in his favor, ee the adverse claim by virtue of a grant from 
the British Government of West Florida'to Alexander McCullagh, bearing date the 6th day of A. D. 1778. And 
the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 

Adjourned until Tuesday thé twenty-ninth instant. 

Tvuespay, May 29, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Samvuet Mis, representative of John Turnbull; case commenced in page 696. 


‘ On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by him claimed, in manner and form aforesaid. 


Francisco FonTaNILia’s case, commenced in page 695. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of the 
law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by him claimed, in manner and form aforesaid. 


James Denzey, representative of Daniel Ward; case commenced in page 693. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion, that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for one thousand acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 
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Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at a sassafras, at the mouth of Steep Gut, so called, being 
he place called Ward’s old corner, ard is also a northeast corner of Jordan Morgan’s pre-emption, and the northwest 
corner of Nicholas Perkins’s three hundred and six acre tract, claimed under Thomas Wheat’s Spanish warrant: 
thence, due west, one hundred and twenty-six chains forty-nine links; thence, due north, so far that a due east line 
therefrom to the margin of said river, and thence, down the margin of the same to the place of beginning, shall in- 
clude one thousand acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Joun JoHNson’s case, commenced in page 678. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for four hundred acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at an oak, being the upper corner of Moses Moore’s Span- 
ish warrant, claimed by his representative, Ann Lawrence; thence, up the margin of said river thirty-one chains 
seventy-five links; thence, south, seventeen degrees east, so far that a line therefrom to the southwest corner of 
said Ann Lawrence’s land, and from thence, with her line north, seventeen degrees west, to the place of beginning, 
shall include four hundred acres: Provided, nevertheless, That the said claimant first obtain, before a court of com- 
petent jurisdiction, a judicial decision in his favor against the adverse claim, by virtue of a grant from the British 
Government of West Florida, to William Fradgley, bearing date the 13th day of March, 1776. And the Board doth 


order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Francis Boykin, representative of Adam Hollinger; case commenced in page 687. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, and 
that the claimant is entitled to a patent for eight hundred acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, near Bassett’s old field, at the upper corner of a grant from 
the British Government of one thousand and fifty acres to Thomas Bassett, deceased; thence, in the course of said 
Bassett’s line north, sixty-seven degrees west, so far that a line therefrom, due north, seventy chains, and thence, 
south, sixty-seven degrees east, to the margin of said river; and thence down the same to the place of beginning, 
shall include eight hundred acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


James DENLEY’s case, commenced in page 689. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for four hundred acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the margin of the Tombigbee river, at the lower corner of Nicholas Perkins’s two hundred acre 
tract, claimed under Daniel Johnson’s Spanish warrant; thence, with the line of said Perkins, south, twenty degrees 
west, to the said Perkins’s southeast corner; thence, south, seventy degrees east, so far that a line therefrom, north, 
twenty degrees east, to the margin of said river, and thence up the same to the place of beginning, shall include 
four hundred acres. And the Board doth order thata certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


James Den.ey, representative of Solomon Johnsons; case commenced in page 690. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements oflaw, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for two hundred and eighty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning at the southwest corner of James Denley’s one thousand acre tract, claimed under Daniel Ward’s 
Spanish warrant, and the northwest corner of Jordan Morgan’s six hundred and forty acre pre-emption; thence, 
due south, with the line of said Morgan, fifty-five chains; thence, due west, fifty-two chains; and thence, due 
north, fifty-five chains; thence, due east, fifty-two chains, to the beginning. And the Board doth order that a certifi- 


cate be granted to him accordingly. 


Cornetius McCurtin’s case, commenced in page 668. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by him claimed, in manner and form aforesaid. 


Joun CALLieR, representative of Wilford Hoggatts case commenced in page 688. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for eight hundred acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginuing at the northwest corner of ‘Thomas Malone’s six hundred and forty acre pre-emption right; thence, 
north, fifty degrees east, to the west matgin of the Tombigbee river; thence, up the margin of the same so far, as to 
make sixty-three chains twenty-five links in a straight ines thence, south, fifty degrees west, so far that a line 
therefrom, south, forty degrees east, sixty-three chains twenty-five links, and thence, north, fifty degrees east,, to the 
place of beginning, shall include eight hundred acres: Provided, nevertheless, That said claimant first obtain, before a 
court of competent jurisdiction, a judicial decision in his favor against the adverse claim, by virtue of a grant from 
the British Government of West*Florida to William Wall, bearing date the 20th day of March, 1778. And the 
Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Adjourned until Wednesday the 30th instant. 
Wepnespay, May 30, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Joux McGrew, Senior’s, case, commenced in page 729. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claim is supported agreeably to the requirements 
of law, and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and twenty-seven acres of land, to be located as 
follows, to wit: 

Beginning at the southwest corner of Edward Lloyd Wailes’s six hundred and forty acre pre-emption tract, 
in the right of John Bakers thence, with the line off said tract, due north, eighty chains, to the line of Edwin Lewis’s 
one hundred and sixty acre pre-emption tract; thence, with said line, to the southwest corner thereof; thence, due 
north, with said Lewis’s line, and the line of Peter Malone, twenty-eight chains in all; thence, west, thirty-four 
chains; thence, south, one hundred and eight chains; thence, east, direct to the place of beginning: Provided 
nevertheless, ‘That the said claimant first obtain, before a court of competent jurisdiction, a judicial decision in his 
favor against the adverse claim, by virtue of a grant from the British Government of West Florida to John Suther- 
land, bearing date the 22d day of October, 1779. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him ac- 


cordingly. 


Joun FLoop McGrew’s case, commenced in page 738. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claim is not supported, but that the claimant may 
be entitled, under the third section of the act, to a right of pre-emption to five hundred and six acres of land, to be 
located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning ata hickory, being the same place mentioned in his plot returned to the Register’s Office as his beginning 
corner; thence, south, sixty-four — west, ninety chains; thence, due north, seventy-eight chains; thence, north, 
sixty-four degrees east, fifty-four chains; thence, to the beginning. And the Board doth order, that a certificate be 


granted to him accordingly, if requested. 
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Joun McGrew, Junior’s, case, as representative of Alexander McGrew; commenced in page 734. 
5 pag) 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the preseut claim is not supported agreeably to the require- 
ments of law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by him claimed, in manner and form aforesaid. 


Constant McGrew’s case, commenced in page 738. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claim is not supported agreeably to the require- 
ments of law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by her claimed, in manner and form aforesaid. 


Daniei Youne’s case, commenced in page 759. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claim is not supported agreeably to the require- 
ments of law, and the claimant is not entitled toa patent for the land by him claimed, in manner and form aforesaid. 


Epwarp Youne’s case, commenced in page 758. | 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claim is not supported agreeably to the require- 
ments of law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by him claimed, in manner and form aforesaid. 


Joun Hines, representative of Frederick Smith; case commenced in page 739. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claim is not supported agreeably to the require- 
ments of law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by him claimed in manner and form aforesaid. 


Crark McGrew’s case, commenced in page 769. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claim is supported according to the requirements 
of law, and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, 
to wit: 

Beginning ata black gum, near Tawler creek, being the same place mentioned in his plot returned to the Register’s 
Office as his beginning corner; thence, north, thirteen degrees west, seventy chains; thence, north, nine degrees 
east, thirty-two chains; thence, north, fifty-five degrees east, ninety-four chains; thence, south, forty-six degrees east, 
to Tawler creek; thence, with the meanders of the said creek, so far that a line therefrom to the place of beginning, 
shall include six hundred and forty acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Wiiiam McGrew’s case, commenced in page 772. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claim is not supported, but that the claimant may 
be entitled, under the third section of the act, to a right of pre-emption to six hundred and thirty-eight acres of land, 
to be located as follow, to wit: 

Beginning at a corner pine, on the south side of a branch of Tawler creek; thence, north, sixty degrees east, 
seventy chains fifty links; thence, north, thirty degrees west, ninety chains fifty links; thence, south, sixty degrees 
west, seventy chains fifty links; and thence, south, thirty degrees eust, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth 


order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Heirs or Wixt14m Brewer, deceased; case commenced in page 654, 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claim is not supported agreeably to the require- 
ments of law; and the claimants are not entitled toa patent for the land by them claimed, in manner and form aforesaid. 


Tuomas Bartes’s case, commenced page 756. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claim is supported agreeably to the requirements 
of law, and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and twenty-eight acres of land, to be located 
as follows, to wit: anid 

Beginning on the west margin of the ‘Tombigbee river, at the northeast corner of Seth Dean’s pre-emption; and 
thence, with the said Dean’s line south, eighty-six degrees west, seventy chains; thence, due north, so far that a line 
due east therefrom to the west margin of the Tombigbee river; and thence, down the margin of the said river 
to the place of beginning, shall include six hundred and twenty-eight acres. And the Board doth order that a cer- 


tificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Harpy Woorton, representative of William Hunt; case commenced in page 709. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claim is supported agreeably to requirements of laws 
and that the claimant is entitled toa patent for six hundred and fifteen acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning at the northwest corner of Richard Lee’s six hundred and forty acre donation, in the right of Jordan Mor- 
gan; and thence, with said Lee’s line due south, to the northeast corner of William H. Hargrave’s three hundred and 
twenty acre tract; and thence, with the line of said Hargrave and Wyche Watley’s line, due west, to the northwest 
corner of said Watley’s one hundred and forty-two acre tract; thence, due north, so far that a line therefrom due east, 
and thence, due south to the place of beginning, shall contain six hundred and fifteen acres. And the Board doth 


order that a certificate be granted to him accordingl 
Heirs or James CopELeN; case commenced in page 722. ° 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claim is supported agreeably to the requirements 
of law, and that the claimants are entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, 
to wit: 
Beginning on the west margin of the Three River lake, half way between the present dwelling house of Mrs. 
Copelen, and Wiley Barker, on a due east line; thence, down the margin of said lake, to the upper or northeast 
corner of Figures Lewis’s three hundred and twenty acre pre-emption; and thence, with said Lewis’s line, due 
west, so far that a line therefrom due north, and thence, due east, to the place of beginning, shall include six hun- 
dred and forty acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to them accordingly. 


James GriIFFIN’s case, commenced in page 649. 

_ On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claim is supported agreeably to the requirements 
. laws and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and eighteen acres of land, to be located as fol- 
ows, to wit: 

Beginning at the southwest corner of James Callier’s donation, in the right of Jesse Bryant; thence, in the line 
of the said tract, due north, to the southeast corner of John Chastang’s four hundred and eighty acre tract,,in the right 
of John Talley; thence, due west, with Chastang’s lines, to the southwest corner of his four hundred and eighty acre 
tract in his own rights thence, with the line of the said Chastang, due north, thirty-four chains; thence, due west, 
thirty-three chains; thence, south, eighty chains; thence, east, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order 


that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Noan K. Hutson, representative of Henry Nail; case commenced in page 718. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for two hundred and ninety-seven acres of land, to be located as follows, 


to wit: 





aS A ew 





788 PUBLIC LANDS. (1809. 





Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of James Callier’s seven hundred and 
thirty-two acre tract, in the right of Wilford Hoggatt’s Spanish warrant; thence, up the margin of said river, so far 
that a due south line therefrom to said Callier’s line, and thence, with said Callier’s line, north, thirty-three degrees 
east, to the place of beginning, shall include two hundred and ninety-seven acres. And the Board ordered that a 
certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Epwin Lewis, representative of Henry Nail; case commenced in page 735. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by him claimed in manner and form aforesaid. 


James PoweEw’s case, commenced in page 706. 

It appears to the Board that the land now claimed by the claimant is covered by a grant from the British Gov- 
ernment of West Florida to Thomas Bassett, late of this territory, deceased. Therefore, on due consideration, 
the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by 
him claimed, in manner and form aforesaid. 


JosePH Bates, Jnuior’s, case, commenced in page 709. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimant is not entitled toa patent for the land by him claimed in manner and form aforesaid. 
Adjourned until Thursday the 31st instant. ; 
Tuurspay, May 31, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


DaniEL Jounson, representative of William Burk; case commenced in page 719. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimantis entitled toa patent for three hundred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the west bank of the ‘Tombigbee, at the mouth of the Three River lake, being the upper or north- 
east corner of his Spanish warrant for eight hundred acres; thence, in the line of said Spanish warrant, north, eighty- 
seven degrees west, so far that a line therefrom, due north, twenty-five chains, and thence, due east, to the margin 
of said lake, and thence, with the margin of the said lake, to the place of beginning, shall include three hundred 
and twenty acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Hrram Mouncer’s case, commenced in page 653. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the north line of John Brewer’s six hundred and forty acre donation, at the southeast corner of the 
heirs of Charles Brewer’s pre-emption; thence, with the line of said heirs, due north, thirty-three chains seventy-five 
links, to their northeast corner; thence, still with the line of said heirs, due west, sixty chains, to their sertbinest 
corner; thence, due north, so far that a line therefrom, due east, shall strike the southwest corner of James Denley’s 
two hundred and eighty acre tract, claimed under a Spanish warrant to Solomon Johnson; and thence, still due east 
with said Denley’s line, so far that a line therefrom, jas south, to John Brewer’s six hundred and forty acre dona- 
tion, and with the line thereof, due west, to the place of beginning, shall include six hundred and forty acres. And 
the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Tuomas Carson, representative of John J. Abner; case commenced in page 661. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning ata stake at the lower side of the mouth of Poll bayou; thence, south, eighty-six degrees west, ninety- 
one chains; thence, south, eleven degrees east, seventy chains; thence, north, eighty-six degrees east, to the margin 
of the river Tombigbee; and thence, up the margin of said river,to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order 
that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


James CALLieR, representative of Bryant and Snelgrove; case commenced in page 651. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supporced according to the requirements of law, 

and that the claimant is entitled toa patent for five hundred and seventy-three acres of land, to be located as follows, 
to wit: 
Beginning at an elm, on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, being Stewart’s old corner, a few chains below 
the mouth of Smith’s creek; thence, due south, one hundred and five chains; thence, due east, so far that a due 
north line therefrom to the river, and up the same to the place of beginning, shall include five hundred and seventy- 
three acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Daniet Jonnston, representative of Daniel Spillard; case commenced in page 759. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by him claimed, in manner and form aforesaid. 


Howe tt Duprer, representative of William Hillis; case commenced in page 663. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and thirteen acres of land, to be located as follows, to 
wit: . 

Beginning at the northwest corner of Edward Gatland’s pre-emption, and thence, with said Gatland’s line, south, 
seventy seven degrees east, to said Gatland’s northeast corner, on the margin of Mobileriver; thence, up the margin 
of said river, twenty chains; thence, north, sixty-five degrees west, so far that a line therefrom to the place of be- 
ginning will include six hundred and thirteen acres; bounded eastwardly by the Mobile river, and southwardly by 
Edward Gatland’s pre-emption. And the Board doth order, that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. | 


, 


JosePH Hovsk’s case, commenced in page 676. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by him claimed, in manner and form as aforesaid. 


Sreriinc Dupree, representative of Emanuel Cheney; case commenced in page 648. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claim is not supported, but that the claimant may 
be entitled, under the third section of the act, to the right of pre-emption to three hundred and twenty acres of 
land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning at the northwest corner of Col. Benjamin Few’s pre-emption. thence, with the said Few’s line; north, 
fifty-six degrees east, to said Few’s begjnning corner, on the margin of ‘Tombigbee river; thence, up the margin of 
said river, thirty chains; thence, due west, so far that a line therefrom to the place of beginning shall contain three 
hundred and ‘price 4 acres, bounded southwardly by Col. Benjamin Few’s pre-emption, eastwardly on the Tombig- 
bee river, and northwardly on Major Natt Christmas’s pre-emption. And the Board doth order that a certificate 


be granted to himaccordingly, if required. 
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Ann LawrENce’s case, commenced in page 721. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claim is supported agreeably to the requirements 
of law, and the claimant is entitled to a patent for five hundred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows, 
to wit: 

Beginning on the northwest corner of Jsmes Callier’s seven hundred and thirty-two acre tract, in the right,of 
Wilford Hoggatt’s Spanish warrant; thence, in the course of said Callier’s line north, thirty-three degrees east, to 
the southwest corner of Noah Kenner Hutson’s two hundred and ninety-seven acre donation; thence, with said 
Hutson’s line, due north, to the west margin of the Tombigbee river; thence, up the same so far as to make sixty 
chains, upon a due west line; thence, due south. seventy chains; thence, dne east, so far, that a line therefrom, due 
south, will strike the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to her accordingly. 


GrorcE Brewer Jun., representative of James Watkins; case commenced in page 659. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for four hundred and ten acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning at George Brewer Jun.’s six hundred and twenty-nine acre donation, on his own right, at the south- 
west corner thereof; thence, with the line of the said tract, due east, fifty chains to the corner thereof; thence, due 
north, to the corner of Mrs. Lawrence’s five hundred and twenty acre tract; thence, with the line of said tract, due 
east, toa corner thereof; thence, still with the line of said tract, due south, to the corner thereof; which is also the 
southwest corner of James Callier’s tract, in the right of er ge thence, due west, so far, that a line therefrom, due 
north, will strike the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Joun BrEweEr’s case, commenced in page 658, 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as Pi to wit: 

Beginning at the northeast corner of Sanders Rhea’s pre-emption right of one hundred and sixty acres; thence, 
with said Rhea’s line, due west, eighty chains; thence, due north, eighty chains; thence, due east, eighty chains; 
thence, due south, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accord- 


ingly. 


Wirey Barker, representative of Daniel Barker; case commenced in page 657. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and theclaimant is entitled toa patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as ra anh to wit: 

Beginning, half way between the present dwelling house of said Barker and the present dwelling house of Mrs. 
Copelen, on the west margin of the Three River lake, on a due east line, and thence, with the line of the heirs 
of James Copelen, due west, to the northwest corner of said Copelen’s land; thence, due north, fifty-two chains; 
thence, due east, tothe margin of the Three River lake, or in case the lake doth not so far extend, then to a point 
parallel therewith; thence, to and with tht margin of said lake to the place of beginning, and to include six hundred 
and forty acres within these lines, or less, as the case may be. And the Board doth order that a certificate be 


granted to him accordingly. 


James Farr’s case, commenced in page 757. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is net supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by him claimed, in manner and form as aforesaid. 


Perer Matong, representative of John Woods; case commenced in page 701. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported, but that the claimant may be en- 
titled, under the third section of the act, toa right of pre-emption to one hundred and sixty acres of land, to be 
located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning at the northwest corner of Edwin Lewis’s one hundred and sixty acre pre-emption tract; thence, with 
the line of the said tract, due east, one hundred and fifteen chains, to John Chastang’s line: thence, due north, four- 
teen chains; thence, due west, one hundred and fifteen chains; thence, due south, fourteen chains, to the place of 
beginning: Provided, nevertheless, That the said claimant first obtain before a court of competent jurisdiction, a ju- 
dicial decision in his favor, against the adverse claim by virtue of a grant from the British Government of West 
Florida, to John Sutherland, bearing date the 22d day of October, 1779. And the Board doth order that a certificate 
be granted to him accordingly, if requested. ; 

Adjourned until Friday, the Ist of June next. 

Fripay, June 1, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


RicHarD Lek, representative of Jordan Morgan; case commenced in page 656, 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning at the southwestcorner of James Denley’s one thousand acre tract, claimed under Daniel Ward’s Span- 
ish warrant, which is also the northwest corner of Jordan Morgan’s six hundred and forty acre pre-emption, and 
the northeast corner of James Denley’s two hundred and eighty acre tract; and thence, with the line of the said last 
mentioned tract, due west, to the northwest corner thereof, and in the same course sixty chains; thence, due north, 
one hundred and six chains seventy-five links; thence, due east, sixty chains; thence, due south, to the northwest 
corner of James Denley’s one thousand acre tract, and in the same course with the line of said tract, to the place of 
beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Anna MovunGer’s case, commenced in page 660. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled tea patent for five hundred and four acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the west margin ef the ‘l'ombigbee river, at the upper corner of John Callier’s eight hundred acre 
tract, in the right of Wilford Hoggatt; thence, with the said Callier’s line, south, fifty degrees west, to his northwest 
corner; thence, due west, so far that a line therefrom north, fifty degrees east, to the margin of the river; and 
thence, down the same to the place of beginning, shall include five hundred and four acres. And the Board doth 
order that a certificate be granted to her accordingly. 


Heirs of Cuartes Brewer, deceased; case commenced in page 661. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, but that upon the evidence exhibited, the claimants are entitled, under the third section of the act, to a right of 


pre-emption to two hundred acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: : 

Beginning on the north line of John Brewer’s six hundred and forty acre donation, thirty chains, east, of the 
northwest corner thereof; thence, along said line, due west, to said corner, and in same course sixty chains; thence, 
due north, thirty-three chains and seventy-five links; thence, due east, sixty chains; thence, due south, thirty-three 
‘ chains seventy-five links, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to 


them accordingly. 
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Junian pe CastRo’s case, commenced in page 772. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim 1s not supported agreeably to the requiremenis of 
law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by him claimed, in manner and form aforesaid. 


Isaac Ryan’s case, commenced in page 646. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning at the northwest corner of Benjamin Harrison’s six hundred and forty acre tract, claimed in the right 
of Jacob Millers thence, with said Harrison’s line, due east, one hundred and sixty chains, to his northeast corner; 
thence, due north, forty chains; thence, due west, one hundred and sixty chains; thence, due south, to the place of 
beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Epna Biiso, administratrix of Matthew Bilbo, deceased; case commenced in page 720. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of Jaw, 
and the claimants are entitled to a patent for four hundred and one acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Bounded on all sides by the waters of the Tombigbee river, being an island in said river, about two miles 
above the bayou, called the Cut-off. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to her accordingly. 


James Scorr, representative of Gabriel Burrows; case commenced in page 663. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion, that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for three hundred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the northeast corner of Hezekiah Carter’s three hundred and twenty acre tract, and thence, with the 
line of said Carter, due west, eighty chains; thence, due north, forty chains; thence, due east, eighty chains; thence, 
due south, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Bensamin Harrison, representative of Jacob Miller; case commenced in page 712. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning at the northwest corner of Thomas Goodwin’s three hundred and twenty acre tract, claimed in the 
right of Hiram Mounger: thence, due east, in the line of'said Goodwin to his northeast corner, and continuing in the 
same course one hundred and sixty chains in all; thence, due north, forty chains; thence, due west, one hundred 
and sixty chains; thence, due south, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be 
granted to him accordingly. 


NatrHan BLackwELL’s case, commenced in page 648. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the margin of ‘Tombigbee river on the west side thereof, at the upper corner of Francis Boykin’s 
Spanish warrant in the right of Adam Hollinger, for eight hundred acres; thence, in the course of said Boykin’s line 
north, sixty-seven degrees west, one hundred and sixty-five chains; thence, due north, sixteen chains; thence, due 
east, to the margin of said river; and with the same to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a cer- 
tificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Ricuarp Barrow’s case, commenced in page 701. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitied to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning at a willow, standing near to two hickories, on the west bank of Mobile river, being the northeast cor- 
ner of John Hawkins’s pre-emption; thence, pursuing up the margin of said river so far as to make forty chains, in a 
straight line: thence, north, seventy-seven degrees west, so far that a line from thence, south, ten degrees west, to 
Barrow’s creek, and a line from the place of beginning north, seventy-seven degrees west, till it strikes Barrow’: 
creeks; and thence, with the meanders of said creek, shall include six hundred and forty acres, exclusive of a small 
island in the Mobile river called ‘Teney’s island. And the Board dothorder that a certificate be granted to him 
accordingly. 

Ersraim BarkKer’s case, commenced in page 652. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion, that this claim is supported, and the claimant is entitled to a pa- 
tent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the west margin of the ‘Sombigbee river, on the upper side of Barker’s cut-off, or the bayou which 
leads from the upper end of Three River lake into the river; thence. with the upper margin of said bayou, to the east- 
ern margin of said lake; thence, along margin of said lake, and to the northeast corner of Wiley Barker’s donation: 
thence, with the line of said Wiley, due west, to the southeast corner of Sanders Rhea’s pre-emption; thence, with 
said Rhea’s line due north, to his northeast corners thence, due east, so far that a line due south, therefrom, to the 
margin of the Tombigbee river, and down the same to the place of beginning, shall include six hundred and forty 
acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Heirs or Goprrey HELVERSTON; case commenced in page 701. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimants are entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 
Beginning on the west bank of the Mobile river, at the northeast corner of Richard Barrow’s donation claim; 
thence, north, seventy-seven degrees west, with the line of said Barrow to his north-west corners thence, north, ten 
degrees east, so far that a line south, seventy-seven degrees east, to the west shore of the Mobile river, shall include 
six hundred and forty acres; bounded east, on the west margin of the Mobile rivers and south, upon the land of Ri- 
chard Barrow. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to them accordingly. 
Adjourned until Saturday, the 2d day of June. 
Sarurpay, June 2, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Epwarp CreicuTon, representative of Isram Beard; case commenced in page 771. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
laws; and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by him claimed, in manner and form aforesaid. 

Sern Dean, representative of John Jacob Abner; case commenced in page 763. 
_ On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
iaw, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by him claimed, in manner and form aforesaid. 

Francis STRINGER’s case, commenced in page 676. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, but that the claimant may be entitled, under the third section of the act, toa right of pre-emption to six hun- 
dred acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 
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Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of John Dunn’s six hundred and forty 
acre pre-emption; thence, with said Dunn’s line, due west, to his northwest corner; thence, due north, forty-three 
chains eighty links; thence, due east, to the said river; and thence, down the margin of the same to the place of 
beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly, if requested. 


Grorce Rossins, representative of Zadock Brashear; case commenced in page 673. 


Thomas Eldridge was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed. that, in the year 1797, an Indian 
inhabited and cultivated the land in question; for the use and account of Zadock Brashear; that said Brashear sent 
him clothing by him, the deponent, which he delivered him for his services in taking care of the houses and planta: 
tion of Brashear; that, in the year 1799, said Brashear sent me a letter requesting I would inform the Indian that he 
might quit the land, as he had sold his right to a man by the name of Robbins; that this Indian lived with Brashear 
while he resided on said place, and continued to live thereon, from the time Brashear removed therefrom, for ac- 
count of said Brashear, until the year 1799; that, some time after, he informed the Indian that Brashear had sold its 
that said Brashear was, in the year 1799, the head of a family, and more than twenty-one years of age. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that, this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, but that the claimant may be entitled, under the third section of the act, to a right of pre-emption to six hundred 
and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning at the northwest corner of Matthew Shaw’s three hundred and twenty acre tract; thence, with the line 
of said tract, due east, to the west margin of Tombigbee river; thence, up the saine so far as to make ninety-five 
chains on a due north line; thence, due west, so far that a line therefrom, due south, shall strike the place of begin- 
ning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly, if requested. e 


GrorceE Brewer, Junior’s, case, commenced in page 726. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and twenty-nine acres of land, to be located as follows, 
to wit: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the upper end of Ann Lawrence’s five hundred and 
twenty acre tract; thence, up the margin of said river so far as to make fifty chains on a due west line; thence, due 
south, so far that a line therefrom, due east, fifty chains, and thence, due north, to the place of beginning, shall in- 
clude six hundred and twenty-nine acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Sampson Mouncer’s case, commenced in page 653. 


On due consideration, the Board is.of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and thirty-four acres of land, to be located as follows, 
to wit: 

Beginning at the southwest corner of George Brewer Jun.’s four hundred and ten acre tract, in the right of James 
Watkins; thence, with the line of said tract due east, eighty-five chains, to his southeast corners; which is also 
the southwest ‘corner of James Callier’s seven hundred and thirty-two acre tract; thence, due south, seventy-six 
chains; thence, west, eighty-five chains; thence, due north, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order 
that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Brivcer Burke, administratrix of William Burke, deceased; case commenced in page 721. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported, and that the heirs of the said William 
Burke, deceased, are entitled to a patent for six hundred ard forty acres of land, provided the same shall be con- 
tained within the following lines, viz: 

Beginning at the northeast corner of James Lowe’s pre-emption, claimed by his representative Seth Dean; 
thence, with said Lowe’s line, due east, to the northwest corner of John Wallace’s pre-emption, claimed by his re- 
presentative Seth Dean; and thence, with the said Wallace’s line, due east, to the west margin of the Tombigbee 
river, near the mouth of Bilbo’s creek; thence, up the margin of said river, to the mouth or outlet of Rain’s lake; 
thence, along the lower margin of said lake, to the lower line of Cornelius Rain’s lands thence, with the said Rain’s 
line, south, seventeen degrees east, to his southeast corner; thence, with his line, due west, to the southeast corner 
of Ann Lawrence’s land; thence, with said Lawrence’s line to her south-west corner; and thence, to the place of 
beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to them accordingly. 


Ricuarp Hawkrns’s case, commenced in page 762. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported, and that the claimant is entitled toa 
patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the margin of Barrow’s lake, opposite to a large pine tree on the bluff, being the northeast corner of 
Simpson Whaley’s land; thence, pursuing up the margin of said lake, northwardly, to the mouth of Barrow’s creek, 
thence, up said creek, westwardly, so far that a line due south therefrom, to intersect a line from the place of beginning, 
due west, in the course of said Whaley’s line, shall include six hundred and forty acres. And the Board doth order 
that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Tuomas Goopwin, representative of Hiram Moungers case commenced in page 714. 


Jordan Morgan and Solomon Wheat were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that they knew that John Wheat inhabited and 
cultivated on the land in question, before and on the 3d day of March, 1803; that the said John Wheat or Thomas 
Goodwin had inhabited and cultivated on the same land ever since; and that John Wheat was, on the 3d day of 
March, 1803, more than twenty-one years of age. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported, but that the claimant may be en- 
titled, under the third section of the act, to a right of pre-emption to three hundred and twenty acres of land, tobe 
located as follows, to wit: sate Vl 

Beginning on the northeast corner of Solomon Wheat’s two hundred acre tract; thence, with said Wheat’s line, 
due west, fifty chains, to his northwest corners thence, with said Wheat’s line, due south, forty chains, to his south- 
west corner, on the line of James Scott’s three hundred and twenty acre tract; thence, with said Scotts line, due 
west, to his northwest corner, and continuing the same course, in all forty-five chains; thence, due north, fifty-five 
chains; thence, due east, ninety-five chains; thence, due south, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order 
that a certificate be granted to him accordingly, if requested. 


James Ca..ier, legal representative of Joseph Anderson; case commenced in page 662. 


Adam Hollinger and Jesse Thomas were produced as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said Hollinger de- 
posed, that he understood and did believe, that William Walton inhabited and cultivated the land whereon Joseph 
Anderson formerly lived on the 3d day of March, 1803; and also understood and believed, that this cultivation was 
made by said Walton under a purchase from said Anderson. 

The said Thomas deposed, that William Walton inhabited on the land in question, on the 3d of March, 1803; and 
made a crop thereon the ensving season ; that, in the month of January, 1803, as well as he, ‘Thomas, recollected, the said 
Anderson removed with his family to Mobile, and resided, as the witness understood, at or near Mobile, until the 
month of December, 1803; when he returned with his family to this country, and after a few weeks he removed with 
his family to the Mississippi country; that he sold his improvement, with all its advantages, to Seth Dean, and that 
James Callier became bound to him, Thoinas, for the payment of the consideration which Dean was to make to him 
for his said improvements; and, from this circumstance, [ considered my improvemnets vested in Callier. 

Adjourned until Monday, the 4th instant. 
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Monpay, June 4, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Epwarp CREIGHTON, representative of Benjamin King; case commenced in page 699. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to 
one hundred acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning onthe west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of Natt Christmas’s pre-emption; 
thence, up the margin of the river ten chains; thence, north, fifty degrees east, so far, that a straight line to the 
northwest corner of said Christmas’s pre-emption, and thence, with said Christmas’s line, to the place of beginning, 
shall include one hundred acres, bounded southwardly on said Christmas, and eastwardly on the river Tombigbee. 
And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


James B1.so’s case, commenced in page 758. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported, and the same is accordingly dis- 
allowed. 


Sanpers Rea’s case, commenced in page 723. 

On-due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to 
one hundred and ‘sixty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning at the northwest corner of Wiley Barker’s six hundred and forty acre donation; thence, due north, 
thirty-one chains and seventy-five links: thence, due east, fifty-five chains; thence, due south, to said Barker’s line; 
thence, with the said line, due west, to the place of beginning, including one hundred and sixty acres. And the 
Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Apam Scort’s case, commenced in page 768. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to 
one hundred acres of land. to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the margin of Barrow’s lake. a little north of the burying ground of Fort Stoddert, at a holly, being 
one of the corners referred to in the plot which the claimant returned to thelRegisters thence, along the margin of the 
said lake, northwardly, thirteen chains and fifty links, to a water oak near Welch’s landing, being the first corner 
referred to in the claimant’s plot; thence, due west, so far that a due south line from the extreme point of this line to 
the extreme point of a line due west from the place of beginning, shall include one hundred acres. And the Board 
doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Ricuarp S. Bryan and Georcrt Brewer, Senior’s, case, commenced in page 711. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claimants are entitled to right of pre-emption to 
three hundred and twenty acres of land, te be located as ieee: 

Beginning at a corner cherry tree on Fulsom’s creek, being the place of beginning described in the plot of the 
claimants entered in the Register’s Office; thence, south, seventy degrees west, sixty-five chains; thence, south, 
twenty degrees east, forty-nine chains; thence, north, seventy degrees east, sixty-five chains; thence, north, twenty 
degrees west, forty-nine chains, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted 


to them accordingly. 


Epwarp GarLanp’s case, commenced in page 764. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to 
three hundred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows, viz. 

Beginning at the northwest corner of Edmund Smith’s pre-emption; thence, along said Smith’s line, south, 
seventy-seven degrees east, to his northeast corner; thence, along the line of said Smith, south, nine degrees east, 
toa live oak, being said Smith’s southeast corner; thence, along the line of Godfrey Helverston’s heirs, south, 
seventy-seven degrees east, to the margin of Mobile river; thence, up the west margin of said river, forty-nine 
chains; thence, north, seventy-seven degrees west, so far that a line therefrom south, ten degrees west, will strike 
the place of beginning: bounded eastwardly, by the Mobile river, southwardly, by Godfrey Helverston’s heirs and 
Edmund Smith’s pre-emption, and, northwardly, by Howell Dupree’s donation. And the Board doth order that a 
certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Figures Lewis’s case, commenced in page 659. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to three 
hundred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning on the west margin of Three River lake, three chains above the present dwelling-house of said Lewis: 
thence, down the margin of said lake, to the northeast corner of Daniel Johnson’s three hundred and twenty acre 
donation, in the right of William Burke; thence, with the line of said Johnson, due west, so far that a line there- 
from, due north, and thence, due east, to the place of beginning, shall include three hundred and twenty acres. 
And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Apam HoLLInGeERr’s case, commenced in page 763. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to six hun- 
dred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginuing at the mouth of the Poll bayou, on the lower side thereof, which is also the beginning corner of Thomas 
Carson’s donation; thence, up the margin of ‘Tombigbee river, sixty chains; thence, south, eighty-six degrees west, 
one hundred and six chains; thence, due south, so far that a straight line therefrom to the northwest corner of 
Thomas Carson’s donation, and thence, with said Carson’s line, north, eighty-six degrees east, to the place of begin- 
ning, shall include six hundred and forty acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him 
accordingly. 

JoskPH WESTMORELAND, representative of Lewis Crane; case commenced in page 770. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 
dred and ninety-seven acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: , 

Beginning at the northwest corner of Ransom Harwell’s three hundred and twenty acre pre-emption tracts thence, 
with the line of said tract, due east, thirty-four chains, to the line of William Murrell’s tracts thence, with the said 
Murrell’s line, due north, to the west margin of the Tombigbee river; thence, up the margin of the same, twenty- 
three chains; thence, due west, twenty chains; thence, due south, tu the place of beginning: Provided, nevertheless, 
That the said claimant first obtain, before a court of competent jurisdiction, a judicial decision in his favor against the 
adverse claim, by virtue of a grant from the British Government of West Florida to Robert Farmar, of one thou- 
sand acres, bearjng date the 6th day of August, 1778. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to 


him accordingly. 


JostaH SKINNER’s Case, commenced in page 660. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported, and the same is accordingly 
rejected. 
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Epwin Lewis’s case, commenced in page 700. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 


dred and sixty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning at the northwest corner of Edward Lloyd Wailes’s six hundred and forty acre pre-emption tract, in 
the right of John Baker; thence, due east, eighty chains, in the line of said tract, to John Chastang’s line; thence, 
with said line, fourteen chains; thence, due west, one hundred and fifteen chains; thence, due south, fourteen chains; 
thence, due east, to the beginning: Provided, nevertheless, That the said claimant first obtain, before a court of com- 
petent jurisdiction, a judicial decision in his favor against the adverse claim, by virtue of a grant from the British 
Government of West Florida to John Sutherland, bearing date the 22d day of October, 1779. And the Board doth 


order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


James Huckasy’s €ase, commenced in page 715. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a pre-emption right for four hun- 
dred and fifteen acres of land, to be located as follows: 

- Beginning at the southeast corner of Elisha Simmon’s six hundred and forty acre pre-emption tract; thence, in 
the line of said tract, due north, to a corner of Ransom Harwell’s three hundred and twenty acre tract; thence, due 
west, to the southwest corner of said tract; thence, due south, so far that a line therefrom due east shall strike the 
place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Wiiiam WILt1aAMs’s case, commenced in page 715. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled toa right of pre-emption to three 
hundred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning on the west margin of the ‘Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of George Robbins’s six hundred and 
forty acre tracts thence, up the margin of the said river, so far as to make thirty-three chains on a due north line; 
thence, due west, so far that a due south line therefrom, thirty-three chains, and thence, due east, to the place of 
beginning, shall include three hundred and twenty acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to 


him accordingly. 


Wycue War Ley’s case, coinmenced in page 657. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 
dred and forty-two acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning at the northeast corner of Richard Brashear’s six hundred and forty acre pre-emption in the right of 
Patrick Brewer, on the line of William H. Hargrave’s three hundred and twenty acre tract; thence, with said Bra- 
shear’s line, due west, seventy-one chains, to his northwest corner; thence, due north, twenty chains; thence. due 
east, seventy-one chains; and thence, due south, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certi- 


ficate be granted to him accordingly. 


Ransom HarweE.w’s case, commenced in page 705. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to three hun 
dred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning at the southeast corner of William Murrell’s one hundred and sixty acre_pre-emption tract; thence, 
with the line of said tract, due north, fifty chains; thence, due west, thirty-four chains; Fea due south, seventy - 
nine chains; thence, due east, fifty-four chains, to the line of Elisha Simmons; thence, with said line, due north, to 
William Murrell’s southeast corner; thence, with the said Murrell’s line, to the place of beginning: Provided, ne- 
vertheless, That the said claimant first obtain, before a court of competent jurisdiction, in his favor, against the ad- 
verse claim, by virtue of a grant from the British Government of West Florida to Robert Farmar, bearing date the 
6th day of August, 1778. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


James Morean, representative of John Burney; case commenced in page 647. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to three hun- 


dred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

_ Beginning at a lightwood stake, being the beginning corner described in the claimant’s plot returned in the office 
of the Register; thence, north, sixteen and a half degrees east, forty-seven chains fifty links; thence, north, seventy- 
three and a half. degrees west, sixty-seven chains fifty links; thence, south, sixteen and a half degrees west, forty- 
seven chains fifty links; thence, direct to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be 


granted to him accordingly. 


Epwin Lewis, representative of McCole and McClendon; case commenced in page 768. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 


dred and sixty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning at the northwest corner of Edwin Lewis’s three hundred and twenty acre tract, in the right of Wil- 
liam Green; thence, due north, thirty-two chains; thence, due east, fifty chains; thence, due south, thirty-two 
chains; thence, direct to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him ac- 


cordingly. 


Epwin Lewis, representative of William Green; case commenced in page 711. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled toa right of pre-emption to three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

_ Beginning at the southeast corner of Bryan and Brewer’s three hundred and twenty acre tract; thence, in the 
line of said tract, north, twenty degrees west, forty-nine chains, to the northeast corner thereof; thence, due north 
twenty-five chains; thence, due east, fifty chains; thence, due south, seventy-one chains; thence, «direct to the place 
of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Micasan WALL’s case, commenced in page 656. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

_ Beginning at the northeast corner of James Morgan’s three hundred and twenty acre pre-emption tract, in the 
right of John Burney; thence, north, seventy-three and a half degrees west, sixty-seven chains fifty links; thence 
north, sixteen and a half degrees east, forty-seven chains fifty links; thence, south, seventy-three and a half de- 
grees east, sixty-seven chains fifty-links; thence, direct to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a 


certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Rawxey GReEEN’s case, commenced in page 733. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning at the northwest corner of Joseph Westmoreland’s one hundred and ninety-seven acre tracts; thence, 
.with the line of said tract, due east, to the west margin of the said river Tombigbee; thence, up the margin of the 
river, twenty-two chains; thence, due west, eighty chains; thence, due south, fifty-three chains; thence, due east, 











794 PUBLIC LANDS. [1808. 








to Westmoreland’s line; and thence, with said line, to the place of beginning: Provided, nevertheless, That the said 
claimant first obtain, before a court of competent jurisdiction, a judicial decision in his favor against the adverse 


claim by virtue of a grant from the British Government of West Florida to Robert Farmar of one thousand acr an. 
ing date the 6th day of August, 1778. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him See a 


BeENsAMIN Few’s case, commenced in page 761. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to six hur 
dred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows: i 

Beginning on the west bank of the Tombigbee river, at a place a few paces north of a deep gully or ravine near 
to a house now occupied by Lemuel Henry, and being a stake corner, formerly agreed upon by Sterling Dupree and 
Colonel Benjamin Few; thence, south, fifty-six degrees west, so far that a line therefrom, south, sixty-five degrees 
east, will strike the northwest corner of Howell Dupree’s donation; thence, in the course of said Dupree’s line 
south, sixty-five degrees east, so far that a line therefrom due north, to the west margin of the ‘Tombigbee, and up 
the margin of said river, to the place of beginning, shall include six hundred and forty acres. And the Board doth 
order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Younc Garys, representative of Dominique de Olive; case commenced in page 680. 


Augustin Rochon was presented asa witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he had_ frequently seen 
Dominique de Olive laboring end attending to his crop and negroes, on the land now claimed by Young Gains, as 
his representative. 

Question. About what time did you see him on this plantation last? 

Answer. About nine or ten years past. 

That on this plantation there was a good store house and negro houses; that said Olive lived in the store house 
at such times as he resided on the plantation; that there was a large field, containing in or about thirty or forty acres 
cleared and cultivated. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Georcr Brewer, Jun. representative of Valentine Dubrocas case commenced in page 684. 


Augustin Rochon was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he saw the son of Dubroca 
resided on the land in question, and overlooked the negroes of his father then working on this lands; that this culti- 
vation took place in the year 1795; that young Dubroca resided in the territory at that time, being an interpreter of 
the Indian language at Fort St. Stephen’s. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Ca.ier, representative of Isabella Trouillet; case commenced in page 714. 


Alphaes Sayre was produced as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, that 
he was not interested in this claim; that from the year 1800 to the year 1804, Joseph Campbell and Isabella Tren - 
illet, his wife, inhabited and cultivated on the land now in question; that the extent of the cultivation was a garden 
turnip field, and such like domestic cultivation; that on the 3d day of March, 1803, said Campbell was from home. 
and on business at ur near New Orleans, but his family was then resident on said land; that Mr. Campbell pe | 
himself found them there on their return from New Orleans; that he had always understood, that Campbell left 
some property in his house on this land, and in the care of Alexis Trouillet, in order that he might have a home 
whenever he came there on business. “i 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun B. Trennter’s case, No. 186 on the docket of the Board, and No. 192 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of nine hundred and ninety-nine acres and nine-tenths of an acre, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of 
survey, under the first section of the act. ; 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the third day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. — : 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of the west channel of the Mobile 
river, in the county of Washington, beginning at John Chastang’s corner, running thence, east, one hundred and 
fifteen chains fifty-six links, te a stake; thence, south, nine degrees west, seventy-nine chains; thence, west, one 

‘hundred and fifteen chains fifty-six links to a red oak, on the bank of the said river; thence up the meanders of the 
river to the beginning; containing nine hundred and ninety-nine acres and _nine-tenths of an acre having such shape 
form, and marks as are represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by Nicholas Weeks, attorney, for said John 
Baptist Trennier, in and by virtue of Spanish warrant of survey; and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land 
Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, 


as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
NICHOLAS WEEKS, 


Marcu, 1804. ' Attorney for John B. Trennier. 
[Plot omitted. ]} 


Surveyed 3d March, 1804, by James Gordon. Chain bearers, James Callier, Hartwell Hardaway. 


Mosite, September 20, 1793. 
His Excellency the Governor and InrENDANT GENERAL: 


John Baptist Trennier, for him, and in his name, as lawful attorney for him, Simon Andrey, both inhabitants 
of this place, with the greatest respect represents, and lays before your excellency, and says, that there is a tract 
of land vacant, situate on the east side of Tombigbee river, containing twenty-five acres front, bounded on the 
north side by a creek called Hardrick, and on the south side by land the property of the petitioner; and as there 
never appeared any proprietor until now, he begs your excellency to grant him the above tract of land, it being 
vacant; and he being necessitated for such a tract of land, after his retire from the service as interpreter at 
Natchez, and that he may have some place of his own to retire to, and having slaves in number sufficient. to culti- 
vate the same, he begs your excellency to grant him the above petition, with papers of titles necessary which may 
correspond with the grant, for which favor he will be forever thankful. ‘ 

SIMON ANDRY. 


Mosite, October 11, 1793. 
His Excellency the Governor and InrENDANT GENERAL: 


‘The person who petitions, in the name of John Baptist Trennier, is duly authorized and empowered as his lawful 
attorney, who has charge of all his property ever since he was named interpreter for the Walnut Hills. I next was 
informed, by some of the oldest inhabitants, that the land the above petitioner solicits is vacant, and that he has 
slaves sufficient to cultivate the same. Your excellency may dispose as it may seem best. 

MANUEL DE LANZOS. 
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New Orveans, Ociober 14, 1793. 


The surveyor general, or any individual named by him for that business, shall establish that part of twenty-five 
acres front which the petitioner solicits, with forty in the profounder back as customary, not causing prejudice to 
neighbors, with the precise conditions of making the road, and clearing regularly in the peremptory space of one 
years and if at the precise space of three years the land is not settled, during which period it cannot be alienated, 
this grant to remain null, under which supposition the business of settling the limits will be carried on in the tract, 


| remitted me, to provide the interested party with titles in form. 
oi 2 THE BARON DE CARONDELET. 


Don Pedro Olivier, Captain in the Louisiana regiment of infantry, and Commandant, civil and military, of Mo- 
bile and its jurisdiction, certifieth, that the above concession of land is copied here exact from the original in these 
archives under my charge, for which I sign these presents, at Mobile, this thirty-first day of October, one thousand 


seven hundred and ninety-five. 
PEDRO OLIVIER. 


The above was compared exact with the orginal, by me, 
JOAQN. DE OSORNO. 
Translated from the Spanish grant, 
THOMAS PRICE. 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear, by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish 


grant,.or writing hereunto annexed. 
. THOMAS PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March the 20th, 1804.—Attest: Davin Parmeter 2d, Clerk. 
Entered in record of claims, vol. 2, page 15, by Epwarp Liuoyp Wares, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Simon Andrey was presented as a witness, and, being sworn, deposed, that he was agent for Jobn Baptist _ 
Trennier, and did, with his negroes, cultivate the land in question, on the 27th day of October, 1795; that said 
Trennier did at that time reside at, or near, the town of Natchez, and within the Mississippi territory, and that he 
was, in the month of October, 1793, more than twenty-five years of age. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Srmon AnpreEY’s case, No. 187 on the docket of the Board, and No. 193 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—Of forty-nine acres and nine-tenths of an acre, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first 
section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee river, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying east of the Mobile river, butting and bounding as 
follows, viz: beginning at a stake on the bank of the river, running south, fifty-five degrees, east, four chains 
seventy-four links, to a stake on Charlotte Heraul’s lines thence, south, fifty degrees east, seven chains fifty links; 
thence, south, fifty-two degrees east, six chains; thence, south, fifty-four degrees east, seven chains fifty links; 
thence, south, forty-four degrees east, nine chains; thence, south, eighty degrees east, thirteen chains fifty links; 
thence, south, eighty-nine degrees east, twenty chains fifty links; thence, north, sixty-eight degrees east, three 
chains fifty links; thence, north, sixty-three degrees east, seven chains twenty links; thence, north, forty-two de- 
grees east, ten chains fifty links; thence, north, twenty degrees east, five chains; thence, north, filteen degrees 
east, five chains; thence, north, one degree west, five chains; thence, north, eight degrees west, one chains thence, 
south, eight degrees east, four chains seventy-four links, to a stake on the river; thence, down the meanders, to 
the beginning corner, bounded southwardly by Charlotte Heraul’s land: is claimed by Simon Andrey, under and 
by virtue of a Spanish warrant, or order of survey, granted to the said Simon Andrey, as may appear by the original 
grant now delivered to the Register of the Land Office, to be established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as 
directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 


CHASTANG, Jun. 
Acting for Simon Andrey. 
Fort Sropperr, March 21, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed by James Gordon. Chain bearers, Joseph Campbell and Gabriel Tissrah. 


Mopsite, January 18, 1793, 
Scignior Governor and [nrenpanr GENERAL: 

Simon Andrey, inhabitant of this district, with the greatest respect, represents to your excellency and says, that 
the land whereon he now lives, and for which he has a grant, is of no further use to him than for building his houses 
and keeping his stock or cow-pen; the land being very poor, and not fit for cultivation, he begs your excellency to 
grant him on the east side of the river Tombigbee, opposite the place whereon his house now stands, which land is 
suitable for cultivation; but there not being more than one and a half acres back from the river that is tillable land, 
after which it is a low, boggy, over-flowing land not to be inhabited, and in consequence of the narrow limits on 
the bank of the river not fit for cultivation; he begs your excellency to grant him thirty-two acres front on the river, 
as above mentioned in this petition, for which favor he will be forever thankful. 

SIMON ANDREY. 


Seignior Governor Generat of this Province, &c. 


Ihave been informed by several inhabitants of this river, who confirm the above lands petitioned for to be 
vacant lands, and that the back part being inhabitable, is, as it is represented; but the front on the river being good 
tillable land, he having slaves in number sufficient to maintain and cultivate the same, he begs your excellency in 


favoring his petition, for which he will for ever pray. 
MANUEL DE LANZOS. 
Mosi.e, January 19, 1793. 


New Orteans, February 2, 1793. 


The commandant of Mobile shali establish that part of thirty-two acres of land front, on the river, as mentioned 
in the petition, with its back or profounder of one and a half acres, as is mentioned in the above memorial, as it 
proves to be vacant land, without causing any detriment: whatever, with these conditions precisely, of clearing roads 
and making lawful improvements within the term of one year; but should it be neglected for the term of three 
years, the same land shall again become vacant; and, during the above term of three years, the petitioner shall not 
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convey, bargain, or sell any part of the above lands, or cause it to be done, but shall give information of his fulfilling 
the above obligation within said term of time, that it may correspond with the titles given in regular form. 
THE BARON DE CARONDELET. 


| The above is a true copy of the original in this office under my charge, which I certify in Mobile. 
MANUEL DE LANZOS. 


Translated from a copy of the original in Mobile. 
TTHOMAS PRICE. 


!, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. : 
THOS. PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21st, 1804.—Attest: Davin ParMELEE 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 2, page 15, by Epwarp Lioyp Wair_es, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Augustin Rochon was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that Simon Andrey did cultivate 
the land in question on the 27th of October, 1795, and that said Andrey was, in the month of February, 1793, inore 


‘han twenty-five years of age. ; ; 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


4 Adjourned until Tuesday, the 5th instant. 
Tuespay, June 5, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


0 
‘i Natr Curistmas’s case, commenced in page 765. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion, that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to two 
hundred and seventy acres of land, to be located as fellows: beginning at the northeast corner of Sterling Dupree’s 
‘ pre-emption on the west margin of the Tombigbee rivers thence, up the margin of said river twenty-five chains; 
4 thence, north, sixty degrees west, so far that a straight line therefrom to the northwest corner of Sterling Dupree’s 
: pre-emption; and thence, with said Dupree’s line to the place of beginning, shall include two hundred and seventy 
i acres, bounded southwardly by said Dupree, and eastward!y on the river Tombigbee. And the Board doth order 


that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


8 Simrson Wuatey’s case, commenced in page 737. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one 
hundred acres of land, to be located as follows: beginning on the west margin of Barrow’s lake, at a water oak, near 
h Welch’s landing, being the northeast corner of Adam Scott’s claims; thence, northwardly, along the margin of said 
i lake, opposite to a large pine tree on the bluff, which was the corner designated in the plot of the claimant, as 
‘i ; returned to the Registers; and thence, due west, to and from said tree, so far that a line due south to the extreme 

point of this line, to the extreme point of a line due west from to the place of beginning, shall include one hundred 
acres, bounded south on Adam Scott’s line. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him ac- 


4 cordingly. 


a Exisua Simmons’s case, commenced in page 650. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to six hun- 
ia dred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows: beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, on the 
4 upper side of the mouth of Salt creek; thence, up the margin of said river, so far as to make thirty-eight chains on 
A a due west lines thence, due south, so far that due east therefrom thirty-eight chains; and thence due north to the 
d place of beginning, shall include six hundred and forty acres; Provided, nevertheless, That the said claimant first 
4 obtain, before a court of competent jurisdiction, a judicial decision in his favor against the adverse claim, by virtue 
4 of a grant from the British Government of West Florida to Robert Farmar, bearing date the 6th day of August, 
i 1778. Also against the adverse claim by virtue of a like grant to Abraham Little, bearing date the 16th day of 
i, February, 1778. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. ; 


Seru Dean, representative of Jesse Thomas; case commenced in page 766. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 
dred and ninety acres of Jand, to be located as follows: beginning at the southwest corner of Augustin Rochon’s 
British grants thence, with the said Rochon’s line, north, twenty-one degrees east, to the south line of James Cal- 
E:. lier’s pre-emption; thence, with said Callier’s line, south, eighty-six degrees west, to said Callier’s southwest cor- 
| ner; thence, south, eleven degrees east, twenty-seven chains; thence, north, eighty-six degrees east, to the place of 
beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 
Setru Dean’s case, commenced in page 763. 
4 On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to three 
; hundred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at 
4 the northeast corner of Adain Hollinger’s pre-emption, and thence up the margin of said river, twenty-five chains; 
thence, south, eighty-six degrees west, one hundred and thirty-one chains; thence, due south, so far, that a straight 
line therefrom to the northwest corner of Adam Hollinger’s pre-emption, and thence, with said Hollinger’s line, 
north, eighty-six degrees east, to the place of beginning, shall include three hundred and twenty acres. And the 
4 Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accerdingly. 


4 Sern Dean, representative of James Lowe; case commenced in page 766. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled toa right of pre-emption to six hun- 
dred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows: beginning at the northeast corner of the pre-emption right 
4 allowed to the representative of John Wallis; thence, with the line of said Wallis’s pre-emption, due south, to the 
a southwest corner thereof; and thence, with the same line, due east, to the northwest corner of Thomas Bates’s do- 

nation; and thence, with said Bates’s line, due south, fifty chains; and thence, due west, so far that a line therefrom 
due north, and thence due east to the place of beginning, shall include six hundred and forty acres. And the 


Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Seru Dean, representative of John Wallace; case commenced in page 766. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to three 
hundred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: beginning on the margin of the Tombigbee river, three 
chains above the mouth of Bilbo’s creek; thence, down the margin of said river to the northeast corner of ‘Thomas 
i Bates’s donation; thence, with the Jine of said Bates due west, so far that a line therefrom due north, and thence 
4 due east to the place of beginning, shall include three hundred and twenty acres. And the Board doth order that a 


certificate be granted to him accordingly. 
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Joun Pickerine’s case, commenced in page 711. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption of two hun- 
dred and eighty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning at a wild plum tree iha prairie, being the place described in his plot returned to the Register’s Office, 
as his beginning corner; thence, west, sixty chains; thence, south, twenty degrees, west, ef chains; thence, east, 
sixty chains; thence, north, twenty degrees east, fifty chains, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order 
that.a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Tanpy WALKER AND Joun WALKER’s Case, commenced in page 732. ‘ 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the claimants are entitled to a right of pre-emption to three 
hundred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning at a pine corner, described in the plot returned by the claimants to the Register’s Office; thence, east, 
twenty-five chaitis, fifty links, crossing Laura’s_ creek at thirteen chains; thence, north, fifty degrees east, forty 
chains; thence, north, fifty-seven degrees west, eighty chains; thence, south, thirty degrees west, sixty-nine chains; 
thence, south, sixty-three degrees east, forty-six chains, to the place of beginning. Provided, nevertheless, That the 
said claimants first obtain, before a court of competent jurisdiction, a judicial decision in their favor against the 
adverse claim, by virtue of a grant from the British Government of West Florida to Robert Farmar, bearing date the 
6th of August, 1778. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to them accordingly. 


Patrick DonnELLy’s case, commenced in page 707. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to three 
hundred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning on,the north side of Little Bassett’s creek, at the northwest corner of the tract, so far from the présent 
dwelling house of the claimant, as to leave the same in the centre of said tract; thence, due east, fifty-six chains 
seventy links; thence, due south, fifty-six chains, seventy links; thence, due west, fifty-six chains, seventy links; 
thence, due north, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accord- 
ingly. 

Wiui1am Murre.r’s case, commenced in page 705. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion, that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land, to be Jocated as follows: 

Beginning on the west side of the Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of Elisha Simmons’s six hundred and 
forty acre pre-emption tract; thence, up the margin of said river so far as. to make twenty chains on a due west line; 
thence, due south, so far, that a due east line therefrom to the line of said Simmons’s tract, and thence, with said 
line due north, to the place of beginning, shall inciude one hundred and sixty acres: Provided, nevertheless, That 
the said claimant first obtain, before a court of competent jurisdiction, a judicial decision in his favor, against the 
adverse claim, by virtue of a grant from the British Government of West Florida to Robert Farmar, bearing date 
the 6th day of August, 1778. Alsoagainst the adverse claim by virtue of a like grant to Abraham Little, bearing date 
the 16th day of February, 1778. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Isaac STANLEY’s case, commenced in page 732. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 
dred acres of land, to be located as follows: ae 

Beginning at a hickory corner, being the place-described as the beginning in the plot of the claimant returned to 
the Register’s Office; thence, north, ten degrees east, twenty-five chains; thence, north, eighty degrees west, forty 
chains; thence, south, ten degrees west, twenty-five chains; thence, direct to the place of beginning. And the Board 
doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


ZACHARIAH LANDRUM’s case, commenced in page 733. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion, that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 
dred and fourteen acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning at a red oak, being the same described in the plot returned to the Register’s Office, as his beginning 
corner; thence, north, seventeen degrees west, twenty-eight chains fifty links; thence, north, seventy-three degrees 
east, forty chains; thence, south, seventeen degrees east, twenty-eight chains fifty links; thence, direct to the place 
of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Josrpu Wixson, representative of Joseph Dunbar; case commenced in page 707. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to six hun- 
dred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows: ‘ 

Beginning on the margin of the Tombigbee river, on the west side thereof, half way between the claimant’s house 
and the house of John Kennedy, which is also said Kennedy’s beginning corner; thence, east, fifteen chains, with 
said Kennedy’s lines thence, with said Kennedy’s due south, te the southeast corner of said Kennedy’s pre-emp- 
tion; thence, due east, so far that a line therefrom due north, to the margin of said river, and thence, with the same, 
pursuing the meanders thereof, to the place of beginning, shall include six hundred and forty acres. And the Board 
doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


MATTHEW Suaw’s case, commenced in page 651. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to three 
hundred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of William Rogers’s three hundred 
and twenty acre tracts thence, up the margin of said river, so far as to make thirty-three chains on a due north line; 
thence, due west, so far that a line therefrom, due south, shall strike the northwest corner of said Rogers’s tract; 
and thence, with the line of said tract, due east, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a cer- 
tificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Sotomon Boyktn, representative of Elizabeth Reed; case commenced in page 720. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to six hun- 
dred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows: , ; 

_ Beginning at the northeast corner of Isaac Ryan’s six hundred and forty acre donation tract; and thence, with 
said Ryan’s line, due west, to his northwest corner; and thence, due north, forty chains; thence, due east, one hun- 
dred and sixty chains; and thence, due south, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certifi- 
eate be granted to him accordingly. 


Rozerr Sorret, Senior’s, case, commenced in page 706. 


On due consideration, the Bvard is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning on the north side of Little Bassett’s creek, at the northwest corner of the tract, so far from the present 
dwelling house of the claimant, as to leave the same in the centre of said tract; thence, due east, fifty-six chains seventy 
‘links; thence, due-south, fifty-six chains seventy links; thence, due west, fifty-six chains seventy links; thence, due 
north, to the sour of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 

01 Pp 
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Priscrtta Mites’s case, commenced in page 771. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled toa right of pre-emption to one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land, to be located as follows: 
Beginning at the northwest corner of the tract, so far from the present dwelling house of the claimant, as to leave 


the same in the centre of said tract; thence, due east, forty chains; thence. due south, forty chains; thence, due west, 
y chains, to the place of beginning.. And the Board doth order that a certificate 


forty chains; thence, due north, fort 
be granted to her accordingly. 

Tuomas MaLone’s case, commenced in page 722. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right ef pre-emption to six hun- 
dred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, on the upper corner of Francis Stringer’s six hundred and 
forty acre pre-emption right; thence, with said Stringer’s line, due west, to his northwest corner; thence, due north, 
forty chains: thence, due east, to the river; and thence, down the margin of the same, to the place of beginning. 
And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 

Adjourned until Wednesday, June the 6th. 

Wepnespay, June 6, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Wixt1aM Rocers’s case, commenced in page 650. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to three hun- 


dred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of Raleigh Green’s three hundred and 
twenty acre tract; thence, up the margin of said river, so far, as to make thirty-six chains on a due north lines thence, 
due west, so far that a line therefrom, due south, shall strike the northwest corner of said Green’s tract; and thence, 
with said Green’s line due east, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted 


_ to him accordingly. 


Joun CanNnepa’s case, commenced in page 710. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to six hun- 


dred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning on the margin of the Tombigbee river, on the west side thereof, at a place half way between the said 
claimani’s dwelling house, and the house of Joseph Wilson; thence, due east, fifteen chains; thence. due south, so far 
that a line due west therefrom, to the lower line of James Denley’s four hundred acre tract, and thence, with said 


line north, twenty degrees east, to the margin of the river, and thence, down the margin of the same, with the mean- 
And the Board doth order that 


ders thereof, to the place of beginning, shall include six hundred and forty acres. 
9 S 


a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


age 736. 


Wirson Carman’s case, commenced in page 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning on the west bank of the Mobile river, near the house where Alexis Trouillet now lives, at the place es- 
tablished for the upper corner of land allowed to James Calliers thence, up the margin of said river, toa place below 
Fort Stoddert, near said Carman’s landing, and also near where the present fence of said Carman strikes the river, 
and due east from a large oak tree near the river bank; thence, due west, so far that a due south line from the ex- 
treme point of this line to the extreme point of a due west line, from the place of beginning, shall include one hun- 

il be bounded south on the north line of James Callier’s land. And the Board doth 


dred and sixty acres; which shal 
order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Joun Den.ey’s case, commenced in page 778. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitl 
dred and sixty acres of land, to be located as follows: ; 

Beginning on the margin of the Tombigbee river, on the west side thereof, at the upper corner of George Dick- 
ey’s one hundred and sixty acre pre-emption; thence, with the line of said Dickey, due north, to his northeast cor- 
ner; thence, due east, thirteen chains seventy-five links; thence, due’south, to the margin of said river, and thence, 
down the same to the place of beginning; to include the number of acres above mentioned. And the Board doth 


order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


ed to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 


x90 
120. 


Tuomas SuLLivanT, Junior’s, case, commenced in page 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitied to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 
dred and ninety acres of land, to be located as follows: 

_ Beginning on the west margin of the Fombigbee river, on the upper side of the mouth of Three River lake, at a 
hickory, being the lower corner of a Spanish warrant, confirmed to the heirs of Owen Sullivant, deceased; thence, 
with the waters of the upper branch of said lake, to thenortheast corner of said Sullivant’s land; thence, north, sixty- 
four degrees west, seventy-six chains, in the line of said Sullivant’s land, to a cornerstake; thence, in said line, south, 
thirty-eight degrees west, thirty-seven chains, to the bank of the Three River lakes thence, down the margin of said 
lake to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 

Levin Hainsworru’s case, commenced in page 770. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported, and the same is accordingly dis- 


allowed. 
NATHANIEL Ross, representative of Henry Slaughter; case commenced in page 778. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported, and the same is accordingly dis- 


allowed. 

Witiam H. Harerave’s case, commenced in page 727. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported, and the same is accordingly re- 
jected. 


Tuomas SuLLIVANT’s case, commenced in page 723. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to two hun- 


- dred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows: 


Beginning at a black gum, on the southeast corner, being the beginning corner in the plot returned by this claim- 
ant to the Register’s Office; and thence, due west, sixty chains; thence, due north, forty chains; thence, due east, 
sixty chains; thence, due south, forty chains, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate 
be granted to him accordingly. 

Joun Dunn’s case, commenced in page 721. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to six hun- 


dred and forty acres of land, to be located as fellows: 
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Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of Nathan Blackwell’s six hundred and 
forty acre donation, and thence with said Blackwell’s line, due west, to his northwest corner; thence, due north, 
fifty-five chains eighty links; thence, due east, to said river; and down the same, to the place of beginning. And 
the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Wittiram Hvnt’s case, commenced in page 728. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land, to be located as follows: : 

Beginning at the southeast corner of the tract, thence, north, fifty degrees west, thirty-eight chains fifty links; 
thence, north, fifty-six degrees east, fifty-seven chains; thence, south, thirty-five degrees east, nine chains sixty-five 
links; thence, south, eighteen degrees east, twenty-two chains seventy links; thence, direct to the place of begin- 
ning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Wim H. Harerave, representative of Stephen Williams; case commenced in page 726. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning at the southwest corner of Richard Lee’s six hundred and forty acre donation, in the right of Jordan 
Morgans thence, with said Lee’s line, due east, to the northwest corner of James Denley’s two hundred and eighty 
acre tracts thence, with said Denley’s line, due south, to his southwest corner, on the line of Hiram Mounger’s six 
hundred and forty acre donation; thence, with said Mounger’s line, due west, thirty-two chains fifty links; and 
thence, due north, so far that a due east line therefrom to Richard Lee’s line, and thence with said line, due south, 
to the place of beginning, shall include three hundred and twenty acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate 
be granted to him accordingly. 


Peter CartwriGuT’s case, commenced in page 731. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning at a hickory, being the same described in his plot returned to the Register’s Office as his beginning 
corner; thence, south, eighty-four degrees east, fifteen chains; thence, north, nine degrees east, thirty-three chains 
fifty linkss thence, north, thirty degrees west, thirty-three chains; thence, south, fifty-seven degrees west, thirty- 
three chains fifty links; thence to the beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him 
accordingly. : 

Wiriiam Morean’s case, commenced in page 647. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to three hin- 
dred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning at the northwest corner of said tract, so far from the present dwelling of the claimant as to leave the 
same in the centre thereof; thence, due east, fifty-six chains fifty links; thence, due south, fifty-six chains fifty 
links; thence, due west, fifty-six chains fifty links; thence, due north, to the beginning. And the Board doth order 
that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. . 


Epmunp Smita’s case, commenced in page 708. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to four hun- 
dred and twenty-two acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning at a live oak, on the north line of the lands of Godfrey Helverston’s heirs, eighteen chains from the 
west bank of Mobile river; thence, north, nine degrees west, along the line of Edward Gatland, thirty chains, toa 
corner; thence, north, seventy-seven degrees west, so far that a line from the extreme point of this line south, ten 
degrées west, to intersect a line from the place of beginning, north, seventy-seven degrees west, shall include four 
hundred and twenty-two acres; bounded south on the lands of Godfrey Helverston’s heirs, east and north by Edward 
Gatland’s pre-emption. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 

Jouxn Wamack’s case, commenced in page 716. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to two hun- 
dred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning at a pine, being the same described in his plot returned tothe Register’s Office as his beginning corner; 
thence, south, sixty-two degrees west, forty chains; thence, north, twenty-eight degrees west, sixty chains; thence, 
north, sixty-two degrees east, forty chains; thence, direct to the beginning. And the Board doth order that a cer- 
tificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Georck Farrar’s case, commenced in page 758. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning at the place where John Johnson’s Spanish warrant, Muses Moore’s Spanish warrant, claimed by Ann 
Lawrence, his representative, and Bridget Burk’s donation corner together; thence, with said Bridget Burk’s line, 
to the northwest corner of James Lowe’s pre-emption; thence, with the line of said Lowe’s land, due south, twenty- 
five chains; thence, due west, seventy chains; thence, due north, so far that a line therefrom, due east, to John John- 
son’s line, and thence with said Jehnson’s line, due east, to the place of beginning, shall include three hundred and 
twenty acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Grorce Dicxey’s case, commenced in page 764. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning on the margin of the ‘Tombigbee river, on the west side thereof, at the upper corner of Ephraim Bar- 
ker’s donations thence, with said Barker’s line, due north, to his corners and continuing the same course so far that 
a line therefrom, due east, thirteen chains and twenty-five links, and thence, due south, to the margin of said river, 
and thence down the same to the place of beginning, shal! include one hundred and sixty acres. And the Board 
doth order that a certificate be granted to him accerdingly. 


Joun Deaser’s case, commenced in page 704. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: ‘ 

Beginning on the southeast corner, on the east side of Bilbo’s creek, and so far therefrom as to leave the mill 
dam and saw mill of the said Dease, which are now erected, in the centre of said tract; and thence, due west, fifty- 
six chains seventy links; thence, due north, fifty-six chains seventy links; thence, due east, fifty-six chains seventy 
links: thence, due south, fifty-six chains seventy links, to the place of beginuing. And the Board doth order that 
a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 

* Heirs or Emanvet Cueney’s case, commenced in page 726. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the lawful heirs of the said Emanuel Cheney, deceased, are 
entitled to the right of pre-emption to two hundred and fifty-three acres of land, to be located as follows: 
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Beginning at a post oak, being the same described in their plot returned to the Register’s Office as their beginning 
corner; thence, north, seventy-three degrees east, fifty-five chains; thence, north, fourteen degrees easi, sixteen 
chains ten links; thence, north, sixty-one degrees west, sixty chains sixteen links; thence, south, thirty-five slegrees 


west, twenty-seven chains fifty links; thence, direct to the beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate 
be granted to them accordingly. 


Cuarues CassETER’s case, commenced in page 731. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimaint is entitled to one hundred acres of land, to be 
located as follows: 

Beginning at a hickory, being the same described in his plot returned to the Register’s Office as his beginning 
corner; thence, north, forty-three degrees east, thirty-one chains sixty links; thence south, forty-seven degrees east, 
thirty-one chains sixty links; thence, south, forty-three degrees west, thirty-one chains sixty links; thence, north, 
forty-seven degrees west, thirty-one chains sixty links, to the beginning: Provided, nevertheless, That the said 
claimant first obtain, before a court of competent jurisdiction, a judicial decision in his favor against the adverse 
claim, by virtue of a grant from the British Government of West Florida to Robert Farmar, bearing date the 6th of 
August, A.D. 1778. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Joun Hawxtns’s case, commenced in page 768. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 
dred and fifty acres of. land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning at a willow, standing near two hickories, on the bank of Mobile river, being the southeast corner of 
Richard Barrow’s donation claim; thence, westwardly, with said Barrow’s line, till it strikes Barrow’s creek; 
thence, down the margin of said creek and lake, so far that a due east line from thence to the Mobile river shall in- 
clude one hundred and fifty acres; to be bounded eastwardly by the west shore of the Mobile river, northwardly by 
Richard Barrow’s south line, westwardly by the eastern shore of Barrow’s creek and lake, and southwardly by a 


due east line drawn from said lake to the river Mobile. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to 
him accordingly. 


Samrorp McCienpon’s case, commenced in page 733. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 
dred acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning at a post oak, being the same described in his plot returned to the Register’s Office as his beginning 
corner; thence, south, seventy-one degrees west, thirty-seven chains eighty-six links; thence, south, twenty-two 
degrees west, twenty chains; thence, north, seventeen degrees east, forty-seven chains fifty links; thence, direct to 
the beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Simon ANDREY’s case, commenced in page 683. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to twenty- 
four acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning at astake, the corner of lands confirmed to Joseph Chastang, on the west bank of Mobile river; thence, 
running up the margin thereof, to the corner of lands confirmed to said Andrey, under the first section of the act; 
and thence, back with the courses of said Andrey and Chastang, so far as to include twenty-four acres. And the 
Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Joun Gorpon’s case, commenced in page 734. 
9 i} 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 
dred and thirteen acres of land, to be located as follows: 
Beginning at a post oak, being the same described in his plot returned to the Register’s Office as his beginning 
corner; thence, south, five degrees east, thirty-three chains fifty links; thence, south, fifty-seven degrees east, eleven 
chains fifty-seven links; thence, north, eighty-five degrees east, twenty chains; thence, north, five degrees west, 


forty chains; and from thence to the beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him 
accordingly. 


Tuomas Goopwin, representative of Daniel Kennedy; case commenced in page 775. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land, to be located as follows: ; 

Beginning at the northeast corner of Thomas Goodwin’s three hundred and twenty acre tract, claimed in the right 
of Hiram Mounger; thence, with the line of said tract, due south, to the northeast corner of Solomon Wheat’s two 
hundred acre tract, and continuing the same course, forty-nine chains and fifty links in all; thence, due east, sixty- 
five chains; thence, due north, to Benjamin Harrison’s southeast corner; thence, with said Harrison’s line, due 
west, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Wim Gita, representative of John Clark; case commenced in page 713. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land, to be located as follows: 

Beginning on the north side of a branch, which runs near to the present dwelling house of the claimant, at a 
pine, being his beginning corner mentioned in his plot entered in the Register’s Office; thence, due south, forty 
chains; thence, due west, forty chains; thence, due north, forty chains; thence, due east, to the place of beginning. 
And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 

Adjourned until Saturday, the 9th instant. 


Sarurpay, June 9, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until ‘Tuesday, the 12th instant. 
Turspay, June 12, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Ricuarp BrasuEar, representative of Patrick Brewers case commenced in page 655. 


John Brewer, Esquire, and Solomon Wheat, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interro- 
gated, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claims that the said Brashear inhabited and cultivated on the 


land in question before the 3d day of March, 1803, on that day, and that he had continued to reside and cultivate 
thereon ever since. 


SoLomon WueEat’s case. commenced in page 654. 


Jordan Morgan and Richard Brashear were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated, they 
deposed, that they were not interested in this case; that Solomon Wheat inhabited and cultivated on the land in 
question on the 3d day of March, 1803, and had continued to inhabit and cultivate the same ever since. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
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Sotomon Jounson’s case, commenced in page 803. 


John Brewer, Esquire, and Jordan Morgan, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interro- 
gated, they deposed, that they knew that Solomon Johnson inhabited and cultivated the land in question before and 
on the 3d day of March, 1803, and had continued to inhabit and éultivate thereon ever since; and that said Johnson 
was, on said 3d day of March, more than twenty-one years of age, and a married man. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Jorpan Morean’s case, -commenced in page 713. 


Richard Brashear and Solomon Wheat were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated, 
they deposed, that they were not interested in this case. ; ; : 

The said Brashear further testified, that Jordan Morgan inhabited and cultivated on said land before and on the 
3d day of March, 1803, and that the same land had been cultivated ever since by William H. Hargrave, Esquire, 
for account of said Morgan. : 

The said Wheat also testified, that he believed that Jordan Morgan inhabited and cultivated on said land before 
and on the 3d day of March, 1803; that he saw William H. Hargrave, Esquire, cultivating thereon in the summer 
of 1803. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Hezextau Carter, representative of Robert Jones; case commenced in page 710. 


Jordan Morgan and Thomas Wheat were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated, they 
deposed, that they had no interest in this cases that said Carter inhabited and cultivated on the land in question be- 
fore and on the 3d day of March, 1803, and had continued to inhabit and cultivate the same ever since; that said 
Carter was, on said 3d day of March, more than twenty-one years of age. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Friday, the 15th instant. 

Fray, June 15,1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Monday, the 18th instant. 
Monpay, June 18, 1804. 

The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Thursday, the 20th instant. 
Tuurspay, June 21, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Saturday, the 23d instant. 

Saturpay, June 23, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


Joun Brewer, representative of Charles Arbon Demoy; case commenced in page 685. 


Richard Brashear and John Denley were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated, they 
deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; that Charles Arbon Demoy resided on the land in question, super- 
intending his business and laborers, in the year 1795, and fully believed that he continued there until after the 25th 
of October, 1795; that his principal residence was at Mobile, and on a plantation which he had below; but that he 
spent a part of his time every year at this place, where he had a black family; and, from particular circumstances, 
knew that he was here as above weir , 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Tuesday, the 26th instant. 

Tuespay, June 26,.1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Friday, the 29th instant. 
Fripay, June 29, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Youne Gatns, representative of Dominique de Olive; case commenced in page 680. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for eight hundred acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the margin of the Tombigbee river, on the west side thereof, at the upper corner of George Brewer, 
Junior’s, eight hundred acre tract, claimed under Valentine Dubroca’s Spanish warrant; thence, with said Brewer’s 
line, due west, so far that a line therefrom, due north, sixty-three chains and twenty-five links, and thence, due 
west, to the margin of said river, and thence, down the same, with the meanders thereof, to the place of beginning, 
shall include eight. hundred acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Tuomas Matong, representative of John Arnot; case commenced in page 774. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for four hundred and eighty acres, to be located as follows, to wit: — 

Beginning on the west bank of the Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of George Brewer, Junior’s, six -hun- 
dred and twenty-nine acre donation tract, in his own right; thence, up the margin of said river, so far as to make 
thirty-seven chains and twenty links, on a due west line; thence, due south, so far that a due east line therefrom, 
thirty-seven chains and twenty links, to George Brewer, Junior’s, line, and thence, with the same, due north, to 
the place of beginning, shall include four hundred and eighty acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate 
be granted to him accordingly. 


Joun CuasTano’s case, commenced in page 672. ; 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and that the claimant is entitled to one thousand nine hundred and thirty-eight acres of land, to be located on 
the west side of the west channel of the Mobile river, as follows, to wit: ; 

Beginning at the mouth of Groghali creek, on the north side thereof, and thence, running up the west margin of 
the Mobile river, to the mouth of Cedar creek; and thence, extending westwardly, upon the south margin of said 
creek, and due west from the mouth of Groghall creek, so far that a due north and south line, drawn between the 
extreme western points of said lines, shall include one thousand nine hundred and thirty-eight acres. And, also, 
on the east side of said west channel of Mobile river, beginning opposite to the. mouth of Groghall creek; thence, 
due east, eleven chains; thence, northwardly, up said river, pursuing the meanders thereof, at the distance of eleven 
chains from the east margin thereof, to a point. directly opposite to the mouth of Cedar creek, and due east there- 
from; and thence, due west, eleven chains, to the river. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted 
to him accordingly. 


Grorcr Brewer, representative of Valentine Dubroca; case commenced in page 684. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is _— agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for eight hundred acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 
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Beginning on the margin of the Tpmbigbee river, on the west side thereof, at’ the upper corner of John Brewer’s 
eight hundred acre tract, claimed under Charles Arbon Demoy; thence, with said Brewer’s line, due west, so far 
that a line therefrom, due north, sixty-three chains twenty-five links, and thence, due east, to the margin of said 
river, and thence, down the same, with the meanders thereof, to the place of beginning, shall include eight hundred 
acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Joun Brewer, representative of Charles Arbon Demoy; case commenced in page 685, 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to, the requirements of law, and 
that the claimant is entitled to a patent for eight hundred acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the west margin of Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of James Denley’s one thousand acre 
tract, claimed under Daniel Ward’s Spanish warrants thence, with the line of said James Denley, due .west, one 
hundred and four chains; thence, due north, so far that a line therefrom due east, to the margin of said river, and 
down the same to the place of beginning, shall include eight hundred acres. And the Board doth order that a cer- 


tificate be granted to him accordingly. 


eer sarge 


JosEpH CHasTANG’s case, commenced in page 714. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
aad that the claimant is entitled toa patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 
Beginning at a stake at Simon Andry’s fence, on the bank of the river Mobile; thence, down the west margin of 
said river, so far as to make fifty-one chains in a due south line; thence, south, sixty-four degrees west, so far that a 
line therefrom, due north, shall strike the southwest corner of John Baptist ‘i'rennier’s three hundred and twenty- 
seven acre tract; thence, with the line of tract, north, fifty-one degrees east, to the southwest cortier of Simon An- 
dry’s twenty-four acre pre-emption tracts thence, with the line of said tract, to the place of beginning. And the 
Board doth order that, 2 certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


eT re na etnias perenne 


« 


pour eamereteee 


RicuarD Brasuear, representative of Patrick Brewers case commenced in page 655. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported; but that, upon the evidence ex- 
hibited, the said Richard Brashear is entitled, under the third section of said act, to a right of pre-emption to six hun- 


dred and forty acres of land, to be lecated as follows, to wit: ; 

Beginning on Hiram Mounger’s line, at the southwest corner of William H. Hargrave’s three hundred and 

twenty acre pre-emption, in the right of Stephen Williams; thence, with said Mounger’s line, due west, to his 

northwest corner, and in the same course, seventy-one chains; thence, due north, ninety chains; thence, due east, 

seventy-one chains, to said Hargrave’s lines and thence, with the line of said Hargrave, due south, to the place of 
And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted accordingly. 


| beginning. 


iq James Caer, representative of Joseph Anderson; case commenced in page 662. 
On due cansideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported; but that, upon the evidence ex- 
hibited, the said James Callier is entitled, under the third section of said act, to a right of pre-emption to six hundred 
ft and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 
Beginning on the west bank of the Tombigbee river, at the southeast corner of Thomas Carson’s donations and 
thence, with said Carson’s lower line, south, eighty-six degrees west, one hundred and sixty chains; thence, south, 
rk eleven degrees east, forty chains; thence, north, eighty-six degrees east, to the west margin of the river Tombigbee; 
af thence, up the margin of said river, to the place of beginning. And the Beard doth order that a certificate be 


granted to him accordingly. 


Wy James CaLuier, representative of Isabella Trouillets case commenced in page 714. ; 

| On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported; but that, upon the evidence ex- 
if hibited, the said James Caller is entitled, under the third section of said act, to a right of pre-emption to six hundred 
iz and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning on the west bank of the river Mobile, on the bluff near where Alexis Trouillet now lives, so that a 
due west line therefrom will leave said house twenty-five links on the south side of said lines thence, running due 
west eighty chains, or one mile, and thence. due south, so far that a due east line therefrom to the west bank of the 
sluice, or bayou, which puts out from the Mobile below Fort Stoddert, and thence, up the margin of said bayou 
and river, to the place of beginning, shall include six hundred and forty acres, exclusive of one-half of an acre 


fronting on the river bank, where the cotton-house now stands, and extending back so as to leave said house as 
4. - nearly central as may be, which said half acre is reserved for the future use and disposition of the United States. 
And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Jorpan Morean’s case, commenced in page 713. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported; but that, upon the evidence ex- 

, hibited, the claimant is entitled, under the third section of said act, to a right of pre-emption to six hundred and 

“f forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

3Zeginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at a sassafras at the mouth of Steep Gut, being the place 

called Ward’s old corner, and is also the northeast corner of Nicholas Perkins’s three hundred and six acre tract, 

claimed under ‘Thomas Wheat’s Spanish warrant, and the scutheast corner of James Denley’s one thousand acre 

tract, claimed under Daniel Ward’s Spanish warfant; thence, with said Denley’s line, due west, one hundred and 

‘twenty-six chains forty-nine links; thence, due south, so far that a due east line therefrom to the line of said Per- 

kins above mentioned, and thence, with said Perkins’s line, to the place of beginning, shall include six hundred and 
forty acres. And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted accordingly. 


et) 


# Soromox Wueat’s case, commenced in page 654, 
{ On due consideration, the Beard is of opinion that this claim is not supported; but that, upon the evidence ex- 
i hibited, the claimant is entitled, under the third section of said act, to a right of pre-emption to two hundred acres of 
i land, to be located as follows, to wit: 
Beginning at the northeast corner of James Scott’s three hundred and twenty acre tracts thence, with the line 
thereo!, due west, fifty chains; thence, due north, forty chains; thence, due east, fifty chains; thence, due south, 
And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


i to the place of beginning. 
: . Sotomon Jonnson’s case, commenced in page 801. 
. . . - . . . . . 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported, but that, upon the evidence ex- 
hibited, the claimant is entitled, under the third section of the act, to a right of pre-emption to one hundred acres ot 
,. land, to be located as follows, to wit: ; 
H - Beginning at the northeast corner on the north side of a branch of Johnson’s creek, so far from the present dwel- 
ling house of the said Johnson, as to leave his said dweiling house in the centre of said tract; thence, due south, 


thirty-one chains seventy-five links; thence, due west, thirty-one chains ‘seventy-five links; thence, due north, 
thirty-one chains seventy-five links: thence, due east, to the place of beginning, containing one hundred acres. 
And the Board doth order that a certificate be granted te him accordingly. 
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Hezexian Carter, representative of Robert Jones; case commenced in page 710. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported; but that, upon the evidence ex- 
hibited, the claimant 1s entitled, under the third section of the act, to a right.of pre-emption to three hundred and 


twenty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 
Beginning at the northeast corner of Hardy Wootton’s six hundved and fifteen acre donation, in the right of 


William Hunt; thence, with said Wootton’s line, due west, eighty chains; thence, due north, forty chains; thence, 
due east, eighty chains; thence, due south, to the place of beginning. And the Board doth order that a certificate 
be granted to him accordingly. 
Adjourned until Tuesday, the 3d instant. * 
Turspay, July 3, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Joun Barrist TRENNIER’s case, commenced in page 794. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for one thousand acres, to be located in the following manner, to wit: 

Beginning on the east bank of the west channel of the Mobile river, opposite the mouth of Groghall creek. at 
the lower corner of land confirmed to Doctor John Chastang, then running down the margin of said river, so far as 
to make seventy-nine chains in a straight line; thence, due east, so far that a line drawn from the extreme point of 
this line to the east point of a line due east, from the place of beginning, shall include one thousand aeres. Provided, 
nevertheless, That this tract shall not extend down the river so far as to interfere with the lines of the land confirmed 
to Simon Andry. And the Board doth order that a certificate be issued to him, the said claimant, accordingly. 


Simon AnpREY’s case, commenced in page 795. 

On due consideration, the Beard is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 

and that the claimant is entitled toa patent for forty-eight acres of land, to be located in the following manner, 
to wit: ; 
Beginning at a stake on the east bank of the west channel of the Mobile river, at the place where the plot re- 
turned by this claimant to the Register commences; and thence, following down the east margin of said river, one 
hundred and one chains and twenty links; thence, east, so far that a corresponding line with the margin of said 
river, to a point due east from the place of beginning, shall include forty-eight acres. And the Board doth order 
that a certificate be granted to him accordingly. 


Wiiram CoLeman, representative of Simon Favre; case commenced in page 718. a 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by him claimed, in the manner and form aforesaid. 


Younce Garns’s case, commenced in page 679. 
On due consideration, the Board is of cpinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by him claimed, in the manner and form aforesaid.. 


Adjourned until Friday, the 6th instant. 
Fripay, July 6, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Monday, the 9th instant. 
Monpay, July 9, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Vhursday, the 12th instant. 
Tuurspay, July 12, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Saturday, the 14th instant. 
Sarurpay, July 14, 1804. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 
Adjourned until Monday, the 16th instant. 
Monpay, July 16, 1804. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Ephraim Kirby, Robert C. Nicholas. 


Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, representative of John Baker; case commenced in page 773. 

Joseph Westmoreland: and Elijah Simmons were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, they deposed, 
that they were acquainted with the hand writing of Pleasant Rose, and having inspected two papers then before the 
Board of Commissioners, the one-purporting to be an agreement made by said Rose with John Baker, respecting the 
possession and occupancy of the land in question, dated the 16th day of September, 1802, and the other a receipt to 
said Baker for one hundred dollars, in satisfaction for improvements made on said land, dated June 20, 1803, that 
they verily believed that the name of Pleasant Rose, subscribed to said papers, was written by said Rose, and that 
the same was his genuine signature; that Emanuel Cheney, one of the subscribing witnesses to said writings, was 
dead, and that William Brewer, the other subscribing witness, did not reside within this territory. The said West- 
moreiand further testified, that since he gave his former testimony in this case, he had recollected several cireum- 
stances, from which he was fully convinced that the said Pleasant Rose was in the occupancy and possession of the 
land in question after the 3d of March, 1803, as well as before that time; that he verily believed that said Rose re- 
sided there on said 3d of March. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to six hun- 
dred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning at the northeast corner of James Griflin’s six hundred and eighteen acre donation tract, on the line 
of John Chastang; thence, with said line, due north, eighty chains; thence, due west, eighty chains; thence, due 
south, eighty chains; thence, due east, eighty chains, to the place of beginning; and the Board doth order that a 
certificate be granted to him accordingly. 

So.omon Jonnson’s case, No. 188 on the docket of the Board, and No, 30 on the books of the Register. 


Claim—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the iand claimed, in the words and figures 
following, viz: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 

ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the waters of Johnson’s creek, in the county 
of Washington, beginning at a white oak, and running south, fifty degrees west, fifty-five chains, toa red oak; 
thence, south, thirty-three degrees west, forty-five chains, to a pine; thence, north, eighty-three degrees west, sixty- 
five chains, to a dogwoods thence, north, seventy degrees west, eighty-two chains, to a pine; thence, with Johnson’s 
creek, to the beginning; containing six hundred and forty acres, having such shape, form, and. marks, both natural 
and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by Solomon Johnson, in and by virtue of the 


as acts 
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second section of said act, as a donation, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, 
to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith 


filed. 
SOLOMON JOHNSON, his x mark. 
Marcu 13, 1804. [Plot omitted. } : 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, page 81, by Epwarp Lioyvp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The foregoing notice and plot ought to have been entered in vol. 2, page 518. 


Hosvckintoopa, Wepnespay, May 1, 1805. 
The Board of Commissioners convened at this place. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Nicuotas WEEKS, executor of Dominique de Olive; case No. 189 on the docket of the Board, and No. 2 on the 
books of the Register. 


Claim—Of eleven hundred and ninety-nine acres and six-tenths of an acre, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of 
survey, under the first section of the act. , ; ; 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of the river Tennessee,.and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of the Mobile river, in Washing- 
ton county, beginning at a gum, and running thence, south, sixty-two degrees east, one hundred and thirty-six chains 
and thirty-nine links, to a stake; thence, north, eight degrees east. ninety-four chains eighty links, to a stake; thence, 
south, sixty-two degrees east, one hundred and thirty-six chains thirty-nine links, to a beech; thence, with the river, 
to the beginning; containing one thousand one hundred and ninety-nine acres and six-tenths of an acre, having such 
shape, forms, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed: which said tract of 
land is claimed by Nicholas Weeks, executor of Dominique de Olive, in and by virtue of a Spanish warrant of sur- 
vey, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said 
act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of a plot herewith filed. 

NICHOLAS WEEKS, 
« Marcu 10, 1804. One of the Executors of Dominique de Olive. 
[Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed March 8, 1804, by James Gordon. Chain bearers, William Weathers, John Burgess, 


In support of this claim a Spanish warrant was exhibited, in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Mosier, December 6, 1793. 
To his Excellency the Governor Generat of these provinces: 

Dominique de Olive, an old inhabitant of this place, with the most profound respect due to your excellency, 
lays before you, that, at the end of the year 1791, or at the commencement of 1792, he solicited, through the means 
of the commandant of Mobile, at that epoch, a cession of land of thirty acres front, with the ordinary depth of forty, 
bounded on the north with a tract belonging to M. Narcis Broutan, and on the south by another belonging to M. 
Augustin Rochon, the same that was then found vacant, having no proprietor; the aforesaid commandant knowing 
this, permitted him to clear, labor, and cultivate the land, it being so that it is more than five years ago since he 
possessed it, gathering therefrom his victuals, without any one appearing to reclaim it; and having solicited the copy 
of the original cession, it was not to be found in the archives of this place, therefore he humbly begs of your excel- 
lency to grant him another cession of the same tract for security at all times, for which he will be forever thankful. 


DOMINIQUE DE OLIVE. 


Mopite, December 6, 1794. 
To his Excellency the Governor GENERAL of these provinces: 


There is no doubt remains with me in what the petitioner relates to your excellency; but, in order to be more 
certain, I listened to other old inhabitants of probity, who have assured me of the same, and the original document 
could have been very easily mislaid in these archives, and it seems to me that, no prejudice will occur by granting 
another cession; but your excellency’s benevolence will dispose of it for the best. 

MANUEL DE LANZOS. 


New Orzeans, December 26, 1794. 


The Surveyor General of this province, or the person named for this purpose, will settle the above named peti- 
tioner upon the thirty acres of land in front that he solicits, with the ordinary depth of forty acres, in the place that 
the preceding memorial describes, being vacant, and not causing any prejudice to the neighbors, with the precise 
conditions of making the road, and clearing regularly, in the peremptory space of one year; and if, at the precise 
space of three years, the land is not settled, (during which period it cannot be alienated,) this grant to remain null; 
under which supposition, the business of settling the limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me, to pro- - 


vide the interested party with titles in form. 
BARON DE CARONDELET. 


Mosie, January 10, 1804. 
Copy of the original grant that remains in the archives of this place commanded by me, the which I certify. 
JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. [1.s.] 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for his Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 20, 1804.—Attest: Davip Parmer 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, east side Tombigbee, vol. 1, page 6, by Epwarp Lioyp Waxes, for 

JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Saturday, the 4th instant. 
Saturpay, May 4, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Monday, the 6th instant. 
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Monpay, May 6, 1805, 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Benyamin Few’s case, No. 190 on the docket of the Board, and No. 84 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of six hundred and forty acres, under the third section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed to settle and adjust claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of the Pearl river. 


GENTLEMEN: . 
The annexed plot represents a tract of land situated on the east of the Mobile river, about one mile below the 


forks of the Alabama and Tombigbee rivers, containing six hundred and four acres; is claimed by the subscriber in 
virtue of the third section of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, which plot is now delivered to 
the Register of the Land Office, to be recorded agreeably to the aforesaid act of Congress. ‘To all which he begs 


leave to refer. 
| BENJAMIN FEW. 
Surveyed March 23,1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, John Airs and David Williams. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page —, by Epwarp Liuoyp Waites, fur 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The above named chain bearers were sworn before James Callier, Justice of the Peace. 


Natt Christmas was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that some time in January, 1802, 
Benjamin Few came to his house with his negroes from Georgia; that he, (Christmas) was confident that Few built, 
inhabited, and cultivated on the land claimed, in the said month of January, and that he had inhabited and cultivated 
on said land ever since, by his negroes and overseers, until January or February last, when his negroes and over- 
seers removed therefrom for a short time; that they soon afterwards returned to the improvement and cultivation 
thereof: that he believed Few was in the actual habitation and cultivation thereof, on the 3d day of March, 1803; 
and that said Benjamin Few was, on the said 3d-day of March, more than twenty-one years of age; that he had 
heard that said land was claimed in virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, granted to Dominique de Olive, but that 
he had never seen said warrant. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Thursday, the 9th instant. 


Tuurspay, May 9, 1805. 


The Board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Adjourned until Saturday, the 11th instant. 
Satrurpay, May 11, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Nicuotas Weeks, executor of Dominique de Olive; case commenced in page 804. 

John Baker and Gabriel Tisrah were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said Baker deposed, 
that in the year 1795, and for several years before and after, Dominique de Olive cultivated on the land in question; 
that he resided on said !and in the summer season, and at Mobile, with his family, in the winter; that he left a 
negro or two on the plantation in the seasons of winter, and took therefrom his other negroes, as was customary 
among French planters, during the winter months; that on the 26th day of December, 1794, Dominique de Olive 
was more than twenty-one years of age. 

The said Tisrah deposed, that Dominique de Olive cultivated and lived, in the summer season, on the land in 
question, in the year 1795, and continued thereon, with about ten negroes, until after Fort Stoddert was built; that 
he was an old man on the 26th of December, 1794, and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Monday, the 13th instant. 

Mownpay, May 13, 1805. 

The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 

Joseru Tuompson, representative of Adam Hollinger; case No. 191 on the docket of the Board, and No. 6 on 
the books of the Register. ; 

Claim.—A right to seven hundred and thirty acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first 
section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, viz: 

To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting claims to land south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east of the Tombigbee, fronting on the 
Alabama river, in the county of Washington, beginning on the Alabama river, on John Randon’s line, running, 
south, twenty-three degrees east, seventeen chains, to a cypress; thence, south, fifty-six degrees west, eleven 
chains, George Weekley’s corner, which is a cotton tree; thence, south, thirty-seven degrees west, five chains, to a 
stake, on Weekley’s line; south, fifty-six degrees west, thirty-six chains, toa gum corner; thence, due west, with 
Phillips’s line, ninety chains, to a stake; thence, north, five degrees west, seventy-seven chains, to Mimms’s line, 
toa stake; thence, south, seventy degrees east, seventy chains fifty links, toa sassafras corner; thence, with the 
river to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the 
plot annexed, containing seven hundred and thirty acres: is claimed by Joseph Thompson, legal representative of 
Adam Hollinger, in and by virtue of a Spanish warrant and survey, and is now exhibited to the Register of the 
Land Office, established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to 


refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
JOSEPH THOMPSON, 
Legal representative of Adam Hollinger. 


Marcu 26, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed March 24, 1804, by John Milliken. Sworn chain bearers, James McConnell and William Thomas, 
In support of this claim, a Spanish warrant of survey was exhibited in the words and figures following, to wit: 


His Excellency Don Estevan Mrro, Colonel of the Royal army, Governor civil and military, of the city and pro- 
vince of Louisiana, &c. 

Adam Hollinger, inhabitant of Mobile jurisdiction, with the greatest respect to your excellency, represents and 

says, there is found on ‘l'ensaw river, twenty acres of land, on an island by the name of Nanna Hubba; the said 
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land until now never'had any proprietor: he begs your excellency to grant him the above petition, with papers of 
titles necessary, from the Secretary of Government, which may correspond with the concession, for which favor he 


will be forever thankful. 
ADAM HOLLINGER. 
Mosi.e, October 10, 1787. 


Don Vicent Folch, captain of the Louisiana regiment of infantry, commandant civil and military of the place of 
Mobile, and its district, certifies, that the land the petitioner solicits is vacant, by information from the differ- 
ent inhabitants, who are knowing to the said place of land, above mentioned. Mobile, the day and date above men- 


tioned. 
VICENT FOLCH. 


New Or.eans, October 22, 1787. 


The Surveyor General of this province, Don Carlos Laveau Tredeau, shall establish that part of land of twenty 
acres front, with its profounder of forty acres, as customary, as it is vacant, not causing any prejudice to any neighbors, 
at the same place mentioned in the above petition, with the precise conditions of making the road and clearing regu- 
larly, in the peremptory space of one year; and if, at the precise space of three years, the land is not settled, du- 
ring which period it cannot be alienated, this grant to remain null; under which supposition the business of settling 
the Jimits will be carried on-in the tract, and remitted to me to provide the interested party with titles in form. 


ESTEVAN MIRO. 


ee eee Mosite, November, 29, 1787. 
Certified that the above is a true copy of the original in the office of this place. 
SANTIAGO DE LA SAUSSAYE, notary public. 
The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 
THOMAS PRICE. 
The above was compared exact with the original in this office under my charge, by me, 
JOAQN. DE ORSONO. [L. s.] 
I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter to His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true translation of the Spanish grant or writing 


hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 
Subscribed aud sworn, before the Board, March 21, 1804.—Attest: Davin ParmMeELre 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, (east of Tombigbee,) vol. 1, page 30, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


William Pierce and John Mills were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, they deposed, that the land 
now claimed was cultivated by Joseph Thompson, the present claimant, on the 27thday of October, 1795, who had 
continued to cultivate the same ever since; that, in consequence of the said land being situated in an island, and 
being occasionally covered by the water, it was an improper and unhealthy sityation for a dwelling-houses that the 
principal cultivation made by said Thompson, for the support of himself and family, had been on the land in ques- 
tion. 

Question. Was Adam Hollinger on the 22d of October, 1787, twenty-one years of age? 

Answer. Adam Hollinger’was, on the 22d of October, 1787, as they believed, more than twenty-one years of age. 

Question. Are you, or either of you, interested, or to be interested, in the establishment of this claim? 

Answer. We are not. . 


On the back of the said Spanish warrant of survey is an endorsement in the words and figures following, to wit: 
Forr Stoppert, March 26, 1804. 
For a valuable consideration, I hereby assign and make over to Joseph Thompson, Esquire, all my right, title, 
interest, and claim, of and unto the within Spanish warrant of survey, to him, his heirs and assigns, forever. 

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand and seal, the day and year above written. 

; ADAM HOLLINGER, his x mark. 
Witness, Epwarp Lioyp WaAILEs. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


JosepH THompson’s case, No. 192 on the docket of the Board, and No. 78 on the books of the Register. 

Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, viz: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of the Alabama river, on Hellow 
creek, adjoining Samuel Mimms on the south, and James Randon on the north, containing six hundred and forty 
acres: is claimed by Joseph Thompson, in and by virtue of the second section of said act, as a donation, and is now 
exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. 
To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

Apri 30, 1805. Wix.iam Pierce, for . 
; JOSEPH THOMPSON. 
ms [Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed 29th April, 1804, by J. Milliken. 
Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1. page —. 


‘ 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


John Mills and William Pierce were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that Joseph Thompson, the claimant, did inhabit 
and cultivate the land in question, in the year 1797, long before, and ever since that time, viz: that he had been in 
the continual occupation and cultivation thereof, in and about fourteen years last past, and that the said Joseph 
Thompson was, in the year 1797, more than twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


- WiitaM Pierce and Jonn Pierce; case No. 193 on the docket of the Board, and No. 82 on the books of the 
egister. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, as representatives of Jeremiah Phillips, under the second 
section of the act. 
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The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: : 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please tv take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on the east side of the river Tombigbee, in the 
county of Washington, beginning at the Alabama river, running north, thirty degrees west, sixty chains, toa gum; 
west, twenty-eight chains; south, twelve degrees east, one hundred and twenty-five chains; and hath such forms 
and marks, both natural and artificial, a3 are represented in the plot annexed, containing six hundred and forty acres: 
is claimed by William and John Pierce, in and by virtue of a donation, and is now exhibited to the Register of the 
Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which they beg leave to 


refer, as also to acopy of the plot herewith filed. 
Apri 29, 1805. W.& JOHN PIERCE. 


Surveyed by J. Milliken. [ Plot omitted. ] 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page —. 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimants exhibited a deed of conveyance from Jeremiah Phillips, bearing date the 27th of April, 1805, duly 
executed and duly proven, conveying to William and John Pierce, all his the said Phillips’s right, title and claim 
to said tract of land, and the improvements thereon made. ° 

John Mills and George Weekley were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim, that the land in question was situated in Nanna 
Hubba islands that it could not be inhabited, by reason of its being frequently covered with water, and that the said 
land was actually cultivated, by the said Jeremiah Phillips, in the year 1797; that he was at that time twenty-one 
years of age, and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Mitrs’s case, No. 194 on the docket of the Board, and No. 30 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of three hundred and fifty-five acres, under the second section of the act. 
__ The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, Sor re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee river, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice. that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee in Nanna Hubba 
island, in the county of Washington, beginning at two willows, thence, up the Alabama river, north, twenty-one de- 
grees west, to three cotton trees; thence, across said island, south, thirty degrees, to a corner maple, on said river: 
thence, down said river, to the beginning, south, fifty-five degrees east; containing three hundred and fifty-five 
acres, having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed: is 
claimed by John Mills, in and by virtue of the second section of this act, as a donation, and is now exhibited to the 
Register of the Land Office, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to 
a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

Marcu 26, 1804. JOHN MILLS. 

[Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed February 13, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, James Mills and Francis Killingworth. 
Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 106, by Enywarp Lioyp Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Joseph Thompson and Moses Stedham were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested inthis claim; that John Mills, the present claimant, culti- 
vated the land in question in the year 1797, and had continued in the occupancy and cultivation thereof ever since; 
that they believed that the said Mills was, in the year 1797, more than twenty-one years of age, and that he ee, 


the head of a family. 
‘The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Francis Kintiscwortn, representative of William Mills; case No. 195 0n the docket of the Board, and No. 
38 on the books of the Register. 

Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under-the second section of the act. 
__ The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 

. . . . . i4 . 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

' Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee and Alabama 
rivers, in the county of Washington, beginning on a pine corner; running thence, south, seventy-five degrees east, 
nine chains; thence, north, twenty degrees east, twenty-four chains, to a pine corner; thence, north, seventy-five 
degrees east, eighty-two chains, to a pine corner; thence, south, fifteen degrees east, sixty-four chains, to a stake 
corner; thence, south, seventy-five degrees west, one hundred and five chains, to a stake corner; thence, to the be- 
ginning; and hath such shape, forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed; 
containing six hundred and forty acres: is claimed by Francis Killingworth, legal representative of William Mills, 
in and by virtue of the second section of this act, as a donation, purchased of said William Mills, and is now-ex- 
hibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pear! river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To 
all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

Marcu 26, 1804. ; FRANCIS KILLINGWORTH. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed February 15, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, James Mills and William McDaniel. 


Entered in record .of claims, (east of Tombigbee,) vol. 1, page 111, by Epwarp Lioyp Waltzes, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


In support of this claim, the last will and testament of Thomas Hudson, deceased, was exhibited, bearing dat 
the 25th day of February, 1800, duly executed and proven; in and by which the said Hudson devised and bequeathed 
to Sarah Hall, (the daughter of Charles Hall,) all his estate, both real and personal, ** by her freely to be possessed 
and enjoyed.”’ 

A certificate was also exhibited, in the following words, to wit: 

I do hereby certify that I joined in matrimony William Mills and Sarah Hall, agreeable to the laws of this 


territory. Given under my hand, 17th March, 1800. 
JAMES THOMPSON, J. P. 
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A writing in the words following was also exhibited, viz: 


This obligation witnesseth, that I have this day bargained and sold a certain tract of land, formerly the property 
of Thomas Hudson, deceased, and now the property of William and Sarah Milis, to Francis Killingworth, for the 
sum of two hundred dollars; and I do further obligate myself to quit claim of the said land for the two hundred 


dollars. As witness my hand, this 4th day of February, 1804. 
WILLIAM MILLS. 


Witness, Joun Mitts. 


Joseph Thompson and John Mills were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that the land now claimed by Francis Killing. 
worth was inhabited and cultivated in the year 1797, by Thomas Hudson; and that said Hudson was, in the year 
1797, more than twenty-one years of age; that the same Francis Killingworth, in whose name this claim is filed, 


was dead. ; ; 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
Grorcr WEEKLEY. representative of Michael Skipper; case No. 196 on the docket of the Board, and No. 28 on 
the books of the Register. . 
Claim.—<A right to one hundred and sixty-one acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first 


section of the act. as } , ; é 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
To the Honorable Commissioners appointed to setile claims to lands south of Tennessee and east of Pearl river. 
GENTLEMEN: Marcu 23, 1804. 
Please to take notice, that I claim one hundred and sixty-one acres of land, on the east side of the river Tom- 


bigbee, and on the west side of the river Alabama, by virtue of a Spanish warrant, in the name of Michael Skipper, 
dated the 9th February, 1788, which is now delivered to the Register of the Land Office to be recorded, to which 


I beg leave to refer, as also to the within plot. 
GEORGE WEEKLEY. 
: [Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed 16th February, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, Robert Dunn, James McConnell. 
The claimant exhibited a Spanish warrant of survey, in the words and figures following, to wit: 


His Excellency Don Estevan Miro, Colonel of the Royal army, Governor civil and military of the city and province 
of the Louisiana, &c. &c. &c. 
Mosite, January 18, 1788. 
Michael Skipper, inhabitant of Mobile jurisdiction, with the greatest respects, represents to your excellency, 
and says, that there is, on Tenshaw river, twelve acres of land that never had aay proprietor until this present times 
he begs your excellency to grant him the said land, with the protounder as customary; with papers of titles from the 
Secretary of Government, which may correspond with the concession; for which favor he will be forever thankful. 
MICHAEL SKIPPER. 


Don Vicent Folch, captain of the fixed Louisiana regiment, commandant, civil and military, of Mobile and its 
district, certify, that the land the petitioner solicits is vacant, by information from the different inhabitants of note, 


who are knowing said land; to which I sign these presents, the above day and date. 
VICENT FOLCH. 


New Orteans, February 9, 1788. 
The surveyor of this province, Don Carlos Laveau Tredeau, shall establish that part of land of twelve acres front, 
with the profounder of forty acres, as customary, as it is vacant, not causing any prejudice to any neighbors, at the 
same place mentioned. in the above petition, with the precise conditions of making the road, and clearing regularly, 
in the peremptory space of one year; and if, at the precise space of three years, the land is not settled, during which 
period it cannot be established, this grant to remain null, under which supposition, the business of settling the limits 
will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me, to provide the interested party with titles in form. 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 


Mosier, March 11, 1788. 


Certified that the above is compared with the original in the office of this place. 
SANTIAGO DE LA SAUSSAYE, Public Notary. 


The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


The above was compared exact with the original in this office, under my charge, by me. 
JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. [z. s.} 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear, by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 23d, 1804.—Attest: Davin ParmELer 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, (east of Tombigbee,) vol. 1, page 99, by Eowarp Luovp Wats, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance, in Spanish, from Michael Skipper, — to convey to John 
Joyce all the said Skipper’s right, title, and claim to said tract of land; on the back of which deed of conveyance 
there are two endorsements or assignments, in the following words and figures, to wit: 

Mosite, March 2, 1792. 


I do hereby assign unto Cornelius Dunn, his heirs and assigns, all my right and title to the tract of land, houses, 
&c. mentioned on the other side, having received the full consideration money agreed upon between Mr. Cornelius 


Dunn and me. 
JOHN JOYCE. 


Tensaw, Vovember 1, 1796. 


I do hereby assign unto George Weekley, his heirs and assigns, all 7 right and title to the tract of land, houses, 
&c. mentioned, on west side of Alabama river, having received the full 


> Weekley and me. 
George y CORNELIUS DUNN. 


consideration agreed upon between Mr. 
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John Randon and Cornelius Dunn were brought forward as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated 
by the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that the land in question was cultivated and 
inhabited by Cornelius Dunn, on the 27th day of February. 1795; and that Michael Skipper was at that time twen- 
ty-one years of age. t ; 

r T hic cand ote’ that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Narciso Brovtin’s case, No. 197 on the docket of the Board, and No. 17 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right to eight hundred acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the c aims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


” _ . Wasuineton County, Mississipr1 Territory, March 20, 1804. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of the Alabama river, beginning 
at a stake corner, running north, thirty four degrees east, seventy-two chains, toa stake corners thence, south, fifty- 
six degrees east, sixty-three chains and twenty-four links, to a corner stake; thence, south, twenty-seven degrees 
west, one hundred and twenty-seven chains, to a corner stake on Olive Domie’s line: thence, north, sixty-three de- 
grees west, forty-seven chains, on the aforesaid line, to the rivers thence, with the river, to the beginning; contain- 
ing 800 acres: is claimed by Narciso Broutin, having such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are re- 
presented in the plot annexed. The said land is claimed in and by virtue of the first section of the said act of Con- 
gress, by a Spanish grant bearing date the 10th January, 1794, and now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office 
to be recorded, as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot hereunto 


annexed. 
YOUNG GAINS, 
Alitorney in fact for Narciso Broutin. 


Surveyed, 19th March, 1804, by Thomas Bilbo. Chain carriers, John Johnson, Esquire, and Joseph Lawrence. 
The claimant exhibited a Spanish warrant of survey, in the following words and figures, to wit: 


Mosite, December 22, 1793. 


His Excellency the Governor and InTENDANT GENERAL: 

Don Narciso Broutin, lieutenant of militia, of this place, with the greatest respects to your excellency, re- 
presents and says, that, between the two rivers ‘Tombigbee and Alabama, there is a tract of twenty.acres of 
land front, limited on the north by vacant land, and on the south the same, which land is vacant and King’s com- 
mons, and, being desirous of cultivating the same, begs your excellency to grant him the above petition, with papers 
of titles necessary, which may correspond with the cession, for which favor he will be forever thankful. 

NARCISO BROUTIN. 


Mosite, December 33, 1793. 


His Excellency the Governor and InTEnpAnt GENERAL: 
By information from the inhabitants of this jurisdiction, the land abovementioned is vacant, having no claim- 
ant, and his intention is to cultivate the same. Your excellency may dispose as it may seem best. 
MANUEL DE LANZOS. 


New Orteans, January 10, 1794. 


The Surveyor General, or some individual named by him for that business, shall establish that part of twenty 
acres front, with the profounder of forty acres, as customary, as it is vacant, not causing prejudice to any person, 
at the same place mentioned in the above petition, with the precise conditions of making the road, and clearing regu- 
larly, in the peremptory space of one year; and if, at the precise space of three years, the land is not settled, dur- 
ing which period it cannot be alienated, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the business of settling 
the limits will be catried on in the tract, and remitted me, to provide the interested party with titles in form. 

THE BARON OF CARONDELET. 


<a oan Mosite, February. 2, 1794. 
Certifieth this is a copy of the original in this office under my charge. 
MANUEL DE LANZOS. 


The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


The above was compared exact with the original in this office, under my charge, by me, 
JOAQUIN DE ORSONO. 
I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear, by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant 


or writing hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21st, 1804.—Attest: Davin Parme.ee 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side) vol. 1, page 66, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Cornelius Dunn was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, he deposed, 
that he had no interest in this claim; that, to the best of his recollection, the land in question was cultivated by 
Narciso Broutin, or to his use, on the 27th day of October, 1795; that the said Broutin was, on the 10th day of 
January, 1794, more than twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family; that the said Broutin was, on the 27th 
day of October, 1795, an inhabitant of the town of Mobile, and that his principal place of cultivation.was on the 
land in question; that he, Dunn, knew of no interfering claim. | 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. _ 


Heirs or Joun Liver, Jun.; case No. 198 on the docket of the Board, and No. 12 on the books of the 


Register. 
Claim.—A right to eight hundred acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey under the first section of the act. 


The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, viz: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d 4 March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east of Tombigbee and Alabama rivers, 
and west side of Tensaw lake, in the county of Washington, beginning on the Alabama river, and west side of 
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Tensaw lake, at an ash and maple; thence, north, seventy-five degrees east, one hundred and twenty-seven chains, 
toa hickory corner; thence, north, fifteen degrees west, sixty-three chains, to a cypress corner; thence, south, 
seventy-five degrees west, one hundred and twenty-seven chains, partly on Pine-log creek, to a boggy gut and 
stake; thence, down the Alabama river to the beginning; and hath such marks and forms, both natural and artifi- 
cial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing eight hundred acres: is claimed by John Mills, attor- 
ney in fact for the heirs of John Linder, Jun. in and by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, and is now exhibited 
to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all 
which he begsleave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 
JOHN MILLS, 


Marcu 26, 1804 For the heirs of John Linder, Junior. 
, ; 


[Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed 10th February, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, James Mills and Francis Killingworth. 
The claimants exhibited a Spanish warrant of survey, in the following words and figures, to wit: 


His Excellency Esrevan Miro, Colonel of the Royal army, Governor civil and military of the city and province of 
; the Louisiana, &c. &c. 

John Linder, Jun. inhabitant of Mobile jurisdiction, with the greatest respect to your excellency, petitions and 
says, there is found on the 'Tensaw river, twenty acres of vacant land, situate on the west side of said river, which 
land, until this present, never had any proprietor: he prays your excellency to grant him, as proprietor of said land, 
with the profounder as customary, and deliver him, through the Secretary of Government, the corresponding titles 
of concession, for which favor from your excellency the petitioner will be forever thankful. 


JOHN LINDER, Jun. 


Don Vicent Folch, captain in fixed Louisiana regiment, commandant civil and military of Mobile place and its 
jurisdiction, certifies, that the land the petitioner solicits is, found vacant by information taken to that effect, from 
several inhabitants who are well knowing to the said land, for which [ sign these presents the day and date above. 


VICENT FOLCH. 


New Oneans, May 2, 1788. 


The commandant will inform me the reasons of the above petitioner’s soliciting that tract of land, and whether 
he is in great necessity for it or not. ; 
MIRO. 


New Orzeans. June 3, 1788. 


The commandant of Mobile shall establish this individual on the twenty acres of land front he solicits, with the 
profounder, as customary, of forty, at the same place mentioned in the above petition, as it is vacant, not causing 
prejudice to neighbors, with the precise conditions of making the road and clearing regularly, in the peremptory 
space of one year; and if, at the precise space of three years, the land is not settled, after which period it cannot be 
established, this grant to remain null, under which supposition the business of settling the limits will be carried on 
in the tract, and remitted me to provide the interested party with titles in form. 

ESTEVAN MIRO. 


Mositr, May 14, 1798. 
Compared with the original existing in the archives of this place, from which this copy was drawn, the same I 


certify. 7 
MANUEL DE LANZOS. 


The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 
THOS. PRICE. 


The above was compared exact with the original in this office, under my charge, by me, 


JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear, by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and {aithful translation of the Spanish 
grant or writing hereunto annexed. 

THOS. PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21st, 1804.—Attest: Davip Parme.er 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 50, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Joseph Thompson and Moses Sedham were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested ‘in this claim; that the land claimed by the heirs of John 
Linder, Junior, was inhabited and cultivated by them on the 27th day of October, 1795, and that it had been in- 
habited and cultivated ever since; that they, the deponents, believed that John Linder, Junior, in whose name the 
land in question is claimed, was, on the 3d day of June, 1788, the head of a family, and twenty-one years-of age. 

Question. Does or does not the improvement, made by John Linder, Jun. in his life-time, and by his heirs smce 
his death, extend from the dwelling houses to a point on the Alabama river, next adjoining the head of the Ten- 
saw lake, where it makes out of the Alabama. 

Answer by both. It does. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Bensamin Hooven’s case, No. 199 on the docket of the Board, and No. 33 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of five hundred and sixty-six acres, under the second section of the act. ; 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot ofthe land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee river, on the 
Alabama river, beginning on a peach tree, runs south, seventy-eight degrees west, forty-two chains, to a cypress 
corner; thence, with Pine-log creek, to the river; thence, south, eighty-six degrees west, twenty-four chains, 
thence, ‘north, thirty-nine degrees west. fifty-four chains; thence, north, seventy-five degrees west, eight chains; 
thence, south, fifty-eight degrees west, eight chains fifty links; south, twenty-six degrees west, eight chains; thence, 
south, fourteen chains; thence, south, twenty-six degrees east, twenty-six chains; thence, south, fifty-four degrees 
east, to boggy-gut; thence, with the gut to Mills’s corner; thence, north, eighty-six dégrees east, and one hundred 
and fourteen chains, to a wild plum; thence, north, fifteen degrees west, twenty chains, to the beginning, containing 
five hundred and sixty-six acres; having such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in 
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the plot ‘annexed: is claimed by Benjamin Hooven, in and by virtue of a donation right; and is now exhibited to 
the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which 
he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
BENJAMIN HOOVEN. 
Marcu 26, 1804. : 

. : [Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed 22d March, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, James McConnell and Levi Qualls. 


Entered in record of claims, vol. 1, (on the east side) page 107, by Epwarp Liovp Watzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


John Mills and John Dunn were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, 
deposed, that they’were not interested in this claim; that Benjamin Hooven, the claimant, settled upon the Jand in 
question, in the spring of the year 1797; and had continued to inhabit and cultivate the same éver since; that the 
said Hooven was, in the year 1797, twenty -one years of age, and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

a 


Jostan Fiercuer’s case, No. 200 en the docket of the Board, and No. 41 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and one acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the laud claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress pussed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east {side of Tombigbee, in the cut-off 
island, commonly called Nanna Hubba island, in the county of Washington, beginning at a cotton tree; thence, 
south, five degrees east, one hundred and twenty chains, toa gum; thence, south, eighty-eight degrees west, forty- 
eight chains, to‘a stakes thence, north, thirty degrees east, twenty-six chains, to a sassafras; thence, with the Ala- 
bama and the cut-off to the beginning cotton tree; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as 
are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing six hundred and one acres: is claimed by Josiah Fletcher, in 
and dy virtue of the second section of the said act as a donation; and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land 
Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to 


a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
JOSIAH FLETCHER, his x mark. 
Marcu 27, 1804. 
[ Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 20th February, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, James McConnell and Robert Dunn. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side, ) vel. 1, page 115, by Enwarp Lioyp Waits, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Cornelius Dunn and George Weekley, Junior, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and inter- 
rogated. by the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claims; that Josiah Fletcher, the claim- 
ant, did, on the 27th day of October, 1797, cultivate and inhabit the land in question; that he was at that time more 
than twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Mosrs SrepHAm’s case, No. 201 on the docket of the Board, and No. 34 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, an east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee, on Curry’s Lake, 
in the county of Washington, beginning at a white oak on the lake, and runs down the lake, south, forty degrees 
west; thence, south, six degrees west; thence, to Pine Log creek, to a cypress; thence, at the first beginning 
corner, and running with George Weekley’s line; thence, north, sixty-eight degrees east, toa black oak on Mimms’s 
line; thence, south, twenty-two degrees east, to a pine; thence, to and with the creek, to a cypress; and hath such 
shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed; containing six hundred 
and twenty-eight acres: is claimed by Moses Stedham, in and by virtue of the second section of the said act, as a 
donations and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as 
«directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

MOSES STEDHAM, his x mark. 

Marcu 26, 1804. 

[Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed 17th February, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, James McConnell and Benjamin Hooven. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 108, by Epwarp Lioyvp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Cornelius Dunn and Josiah Fletcher were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that Moses Stedham, the claimant, did, in the 
year 1797, cultivate and inhabit the land in question; and that he was at that time more than twenty-one years of 
age, and the head of afamily. 

‘The Board ordéred that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Corne ius Dunn’s case, No. 202 on the docket of the Board, and No. 40 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of two hundred and fifty-two acres, under the third section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee, on the waters of 
Holly creek, in the county of Washington, beginning at an elm corner, and runs south, twenty-four chains, to a 
persimmon; thence, east, one hundred and three chains and a half, to a pine; thence, north, twenty-five degrees 
west, twenty-nine chains fifty links, to Holly creek; thence, with the jmeanders of said creek, to the beginning; 
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and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed; containing 
two hundred and fifty-two acres: is claimed by Cornelius Dunn, in and by virtue of the third section of the said act 
as a pre-emption; and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be re. 
corded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
CORNELIUS DUNN. 


Marcu 27, 1804. ‘ 
[Plot omiited.] 


Surveyed 18th February, 1804, by John Milliken. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 114, by Enwarp Lioyp Wales, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Josiah Fletcher and John Randon were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that Cornelius Dunn, the claimant, did, on the 
3d day of March, 1803, cultivate and inhabit the land in question, and that he was at that time more than twenty- 
one years of age, and the head of a family. 

he. Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun Ranpon’s case, No. 203 on the docket of the Board, and No. 37 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of three hundred and one acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee river, in the Nan- 
na Hubba Island, butting on the river Alabama, beginning at two willows, and running south, twenty-three degrees 
east, seventeen chains, twenty-five links, to a cypress; thence, south, five degrees east, fifteen chains, to a cotton 
tree; thence, south, thirty-five degrees east, forty-four chains fifty links, to the Alabama river; thence, with the 
Alabama river, to the beginning; containing three hundred and one acres, having such shape, form, and marks, 
both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed; and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land 
Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘fo all which he begs leave to refer. The above 
tract of land is claimed by John Randon, in and by virtue of the second section of the said act of Congress, as a 


donation. 
JOHN RANDON. 
Marcu 27, 1804. [Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed 22d February, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain carriers, James McConnell and William Thomas. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side of Tombigbee,) vol. 1, page 111, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Cornelus Dunn and George Weekley were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; that John Randon, the claimant, did, in the year 
1797, cultivate and inhabit the land in question; that he was at that time more than twenty-one years of age, and 


the head of a family. , 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Grorcre WEEKLEY’s case, No. 204 on the docket of the Board, and No. 52 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
To the Commisstoners appointed in pursuance of. the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee and Alabama 
rivers, beginning on Stedham’s lake, and runs north, eighty-eight degrees east, forty-four chains, to a pine corner; 
thence, north, sixty-eight degrees east, thirty-two chains, to a black oak; thence, south, twenty-two degrees east, 
sixty-three chains fifty links, to a pine,on Killingworth’s line; thence, north, seventy-five degrees east, seventy-four 
chains, to a stake; thence, north, fifteen degrees west, fifty-eight chains, to a stakes thence, due-west, one hundred 
and thirty-eight chains, to Mimms’s corner, on Stedham’s lake; thence, with the lake, to the beginning; containing 
six hundred and forty acres; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented 
in the plot annexed: is claimed by George Weekley, in and by virtue of the second section of the said act, as a do- 
nation; and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as 
directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

GEORGE WEEKLEY. 


Marcu 31, 1804. 
[ Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed March 8, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, John Ackworth and James McConnell. 


Entered in record of claims, (east of Tombigbee,) vol. 1, page 122, by Eowarp Lioyp Waltzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Cornelius Dunn and John Randon were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that George ae Fy the claimant, did, in the 
year 1797, cultivate and inhabit the land in question; and that he was at that time twenty-one years of age, and the 


head of a family. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
James Ranpon’s case, No. 205 on the docket of the Board, and No. 42 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and thirty acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, viz: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of _—— passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee river, on the waters 
of Holly creek, in the county of Washington, beginning at Mimms’s pine corner, and runs west, one hundred and 
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fifty-six chains, to a white oak corner on Holly creek; thence, with the creek, as it meanders, thence, east, one 
hundred and twenty-four chains, to a gum; thence, south, forty-five chains, to the beginning; containing six hun- 
dred and thirty acres, having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot 
annexed: is claimed by James Randon, in and by virtue of the second section of the said act, as a donation; and is 
now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To 
all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
Exhibited to the Register by Joun Ranvov, for his brother JAMES RANDON. 
Marcu 27, 1804. 
[ Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed 27th February, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain carriers, James McConnel and William Thomas. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 115, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Cornelius Dunn and George Weekley were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; that the land in question was cultivated in the year 
1797; that the claimant, James Randon, lived with his brother John Randon, and was owner of part of the slaves 
by whom the cultivation was made on said land; and that said James was at that time more than twenty-one years 
of age. — : ; 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


WiiraM WrekKLEy’s case, No. 206 on the docket of the Board, and No. 62 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and thirty-nine acres, under the third section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of the Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of ‘Tombigbee river, in the county 
of Washington, beginning at a pine; running thence, north, sixty-six degrees west, fifty-two chains, to a stake; 
thence, south, twenty-four degrees west, twenty-two chains, to a pine; thence, south, fifty degrees east, twenty- 
seven chains; thence, east, forty chains fifty links, to a pine; thence, north, seventeen degrees west, seventeen 
chains, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot 
annexed, containing one hundred and thirty-nine acres: claimed by William Weekley, in and by virtue of a pre- 
emption, and is now established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs 
leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. : boas ; 

Marcu 31, 1804. WILLIAM WEEKLEY. 


[Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed 24th March, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, James McConnel and Levi Qualls. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side) vol. 1, page 127, by Epwarp Liroyp Wa1zes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


John Mills and William Pierce were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that William Weekley, the claimant, did, on the 
3d day of March, 1803, actually inhabit and cultivate the land in question, and that he was at that time the head of 
a family, and twenty-one years of age; that they knew of no interfering claim. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


BenJAMIN StrepHaw’s case, No. 207 on the docket of the Board, and No. 31 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of one hundred and thirty-three acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed on the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee, and on the Alabama, 

in the county of Washington, beginning at a cotton tree, south, sixty degrees west, seventy chains fifty links, to a 

stake; thence, north, fifty-four degrees east, thirty-seven chains; thence, south, thirty-five degrees east, sixty-two 

chains, to the rivers thence, with the river, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artifi- 

cial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing one hundred and thirty-three acres: is claimed by Ben- 

jamin Stedham, in and by virtue of the second section of the said act, as a donation, and is now exhibited to the Regis- 

ter of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs 
leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. : 

Marcu 26, 1804. BENJAMIN STEDHAM, his x mark. 


[Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed 16th February, 1804, by John Milliken. Sworn chain carriers, Moses Stedham and James McConnel 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 106, by Eowarp Lioyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Josiah Fletcher and John Randon were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that, about eighteen or nineteen years ago, Benja- 
min Stedham commenced the improvement of the land in question; that, in the year 1797, cultivation was made on 
said land by Moses Stedham, his son. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Jesse Ross’s case, representative of Abraham Walkers No. 208 on the docket of the Board, and No. 36 on the 
books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and thirty acres, under the second section of the act. 


The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on Hollow creek, east side of Tombigbee and Ala- 
bama rivers, in the county of Washington, beginning on Hollow creek, at an ash corner; thence, east, fifty-six 
103 op 
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chains fifty-seven links, to a gum; thence, south, ninety-six chains, to a corner stake; thence, west, seventy-six 
chains, to a corner stake on Hollow creek; thence, up the meanders of said creek, to the beginning; and hath such 
forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing six hundred 
and thirty acres: is claimed by Jesse Ross, legal representative of Abraham Walker, in and by virtue of the second 
section of this act, as a donation, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl 
river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot here- 


with filed. 
JESSE ROSS, 
Marcu 27, 1804. ; Legal representative of Abraham Walker. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed February 18th, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, Wiseman Walker and Ezekiel Reaves. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side, ) vol. 1, page 110, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


George Weekley and Cornelius Dunn were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed that they were not interested in this claim; that the land in question was cultivated and 
inhabited by Abraham Walker in the year 1797; the said Walker was at that time twenty-one years of age; and 
that they knew of no interfering claim. ; ; 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Lemvet Henry’s case, representative of John Linder, Senior; No. 209 on the docket of the Board, and No. 24 
on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A right of four hundred and ninety-one acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first 
section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, viz: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee and Alabama rivers, 
in the county of Washington, beginning at the mouth of the Tensaw lake, on the Alabama river, on an ash and maple; 
thence, down said lake, north, seventy-five degrees east, seventy-eight chains, to a corner stake; thence, south, fif- 
teen degrees east, sixty-three chains, to a corner stake; thence, south, seventy-five degrees west, seventy-eight 
chains, across Linder’s lake, to a water oak corner; thence, north, fifteen degrees west, sixty-three chains, to the 
beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, 
containing four hundred and ninety-one acres: is claimed by Lemuel Henry, legal representative of John Linder, 
Senior, in and by virtue of a Spanish grant, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east 
of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the 


plot herewith filed. 
LEMUEL HENRY, 
Marcu 26, 1804. Legal representative of John Linder, Senior, deceased. 


[ Plot omitted. } 
Surveyed February 11th, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, Francis Killingworth and James Mills. 
The claimant exhibited a Spanish warrant in support of this claim, in the words and figures following, to wit: 


His Excellency Estevan Miro, Colonel of the Royal army, Governor civil and military of the city and province of 
the Louisiana, &c. &c. 

John Linder, father, inhabitant of Mobile jurisdiction, with the greatest respects to your excellency, petitions 
and says, there are found on Tensaw river twenty acres of vacant land, situate on the east side of said river; said 
land, until this present, never had any proprietor. He prays your excellency to grant him as proprietor of said 
land, with the profounder, as customary, and order the despatches from the Secretary of Government, the corre- 
sponding titles of concession; for which favor from your excellency the petitioner will be forever thankful. 

JOHN LINDER. 

Mosite, 4pril 23d, 1788. 

Don Vicent Folch, captain in the fixed Louisiana regiment, commandant civil and military of this place and its 
jurisdiction, certifies, that the land the petitioner solicits is found vacant, by information taken to that effect from 
several inhabitants ,who are well knowing the said land; for which I sign these presents, the day and date above. 

VICENT FOLCH. 


New Orteans, May 2d, 1788. 
The commandant will inform the reasons the above petitioner solicits the above tract of land, and whether he 
was in great necessity for it or not. MIRO 


New Orteans, June 3d, 1788. 


The commandant of Mobile shall establish this individual on the twenty acres of land front he solicits, with the 
profounder, as customary, of forty, at the same place mentioned in the above petition, as it is vacant, not causing 
prejudice to any neighbors, with the precise conditions of making the road, and clearing regularly, in the peremptory 
space of one years; and if at the precise space of three years the land is not settled, atter which period it cannot be 
established, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the business of settling the limits will be carried on 


in the tract, and remitted me, to provide the interested party with titles in form. 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 


The above compared with the original, from which this copy was drawn, existing in these archives under my 
charge, which I certify. 
Mosite, May 14th, 1798. MANUEL DE LANZOS. 


The above is a copy of the Spanish grant: 
THOMAS PRICE. 


The above compared exact with the original in this office, under my charge, by me. 
JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 


I, ‘Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true translation of the Spanish grant or writing 


hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 
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Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21st, 1804.—Attest: Davin Pare er 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, (east of Tombigbee,) vol. 1, page 85, by Eowarp Lioyp Waites, for ; 
ntered in . oe JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance from John Linder, Senior, bearing date the 6th day of November, 
1800, conveying to John Mills and Mary, his wife, all the said Linder’s right and title to the land described in said 
A deed was also exhibited, from John Mills, bearing date the 21st day of May, 1803, conveying 


Spanish warrant. \ x ( ) d : ¢ 
to Lemuel Henry all the said John Mills’s right and title to five hundred acres of the aforesaid tract of land, front- 
ing on the Alabama river, with the improvements made thereon. 


William Pierce and Moses Stedham were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; that John Linden, Senior, in whose name the land 
in question is claimed, cultivated the same on the 27th day of October, 1795; that they believed that he inhabited 
the same on the same day and_year; that they well recollected that he resided in the Mississippi territory on the 
27th day of October, 1795; and that they did believe that John Linder, Senior, was, on the 3d day of June, 1788, 
more than twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James MILs, representative of John Linder, Senior; case No. 210 on the docket of the Board, and No. 23 


on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A right to two hundred and ninety-nine acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the 


first section of the act. ; . 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee and Alabama rivers, 
and on the west side of Tensaw lake, in the county of Washington, beginning at a black oak, north, seventy-five 
degrees east, forty-seven chains fifty links, to a hickory corners; thence, south, fifteen degrees east, sixty-three 
chains, to a stake corner; thence, south, seventy-five degrees west, forty-seven chains fifty links, to a stake; thence, 
north, fifteen degrees west, sixty-three chains, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and 
artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing two hundred and ninety-nine acres: is claimed 
by James Mills, legal representative of John Linder, Senior, deceased, in and by virtue of a Spanish warrant or 
order of survey, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded as 
directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 


Lemvuet Henry, for 
Marcu 26, 1804. JAMES MILLS, legal representative of John Linder, Sen. 


[ Plot omitted.] 


Surveyed February 11, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, James Mills and Francis Killingworth. 
Entered in record of claims, (east side, ) vol. 1, page 85, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 

The Spanish warrant, together with the deed of conveyance, from John Linder, Senior, to John Mills, and the 
testimony of William Pierce and Moses Stedham, recorded in the preceding case of Lemuel Henry, commenced 
in page 814, were exhibited and applied in support of this claim. 

The claimant also exhibited a deed from John Mills, bearing date the 21st day of May, 1803, conveying to James 
Mills all the right, title, and interest of the said John Mills, in and to three hundred acres of land, on the east side 
of the Alabama river, and the east end of a tract of twenty acres front on said river, and forty back. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Tuesday, the 14th instant. 

Tuespay, May 14, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


WitiraM Pierce and Joun Pierce, representatives of Francis Ballard; case No. 211 on the docket of the 
Board, and No. 79 on the books of the Register. 

Claim.—A right of donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. ! 

The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 

To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on the east side of the river Tombigbee, in the 
county of Washington, beginning at the Alabama river, running north, thirty degrees west, sixty chains, to a gum; 
west, twenty-eight chains; south, twelve degrees east, one hundred and twenty-five chains; and hath such{forms 
and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing six hundred and 
forty acres: is claimed by William and John Pierce, in and by virtue of a donation, and is now exhibited to the 
Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he 


begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

ApRIL 29, 1805. ; WILLIAM & JOHN PIERCE. 
[Plot omitted. } 
The claimants presented a writing, as follows, to wit: 
oon ; Mississippi TErrirory, May 30, 1801. 

Phis is to certify, that I have sold and conveyed to Seth Dean all my right, claim, or title to two improvements, 
that is to say, the piace where I now live, and my swamp-field in the cut-off, and all claims near or adjoining; and 
for the above land and privileges I have received one hundred and twenty dollars: As witness my hand, 

FRANCIS BALLARD. [t. s.] 

In presence of 

Joseru Oapon, his x mark, 
ApraHaM WaLKeER, his x mark, 
AnpRew McNEELY. 

On the back of which writing is an endorsement, as follows, viz: 

endorse the within claims, and mine, also, to Mr. David Allen, for the sum of one hundred and forty dollars. 
Witness my hand, this 7th day of October, 1801. 

SETH DEAN. [1. s.] 


Signed in presence of 
Moses Stepuay, his x mark. 
DoxaLp McCoy. 
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Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page ——. 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimants also exhibited a deed from David Allen, bearing date the 25th day of April, 1805, conveying to 
William and John Pierce all the said Allen’s right, title, and claim to the land claimed in this case. 

George Weekley was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, he deposed, 
that he had no interest in this claim; that, some time in the year 1796, he moved to this country, and, in the latter 
end of the same year, or the beginning of the year 1797, as well as he recollected, Francis Ballard moved to this 
country, and commenced the cultivation of the land in question by his son-in-law and a negro; that the cultivation 
was continued about three or four years, when the said Francis Ballard removed to the Mississippi; and that he was, 
in the year 1797, twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


WituiaM Sutetps’s case, No. 212 on the docket of the Board, and No. 58 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and thirty-two acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee river, in the county 
of Washington, beginning at a cotton tree, running thence, north, forty degrees west, fifty-six chains, to a stake; 
thence, south, fifty degrees west, one hundred and thirteen chains, to a stake; thence, south, forty degrees east, 
fifty-six chains, to a stake on the river; thence, with the meanders of the river, to the beginnings; and hath such 
forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing six hundred 
and thirty-two acres: is claimed by Shields, in and by virtue of the second section of the act, as a donation, and is 
now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said 
act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 


Marcu 31, 1804, WILLIAM SHIELDS, his x mark. 
[Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed February 14, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain carriers, John Phillips and Charles Woolf. 
Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 125, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


George Weekley was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, he deposed, 
that he was not interested in this claim; that, as well as he recollected, William Shields, early in the year 1797, 
moved from Pensacola to Tensaw, and commenced the cultivation of the land in question; that he continued to 
cultivate the same for about four or five years, and that he knew of no interfering claim; and that he was, at that 
time, twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Wednesday, the 15th instant. 

Wepnespay, May 15, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Natt Curistmas, representative of Michael Hartly; case No. 213 on the docket of the Board, and No. 80 on 
the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
he claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, viz: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting cluims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of laud, lying in the island known by the name of Nanna Hubba, 
formed by the cut-off of the rivers Tombigbee and Alabama, in the county of Washington, beginning on a stake, 
on the east bank of the ‘Tombigbee river, (thirty chains northwardly, or above a corner already fixed, between Ben- 
jamin Few and Sterling Dupree, on the west bank of the river, ) running thence, east, one hundred and eighty-eight 
chains, to the Alabama river; thence, down the bank of the Alabama, to the mouth of the Fork lake: thence, with 
the margin of the lake, to the Tombigbee river; thence, up the margin of said river, to the beginning; containing 
six hundred and forty acres: is claimed by Natt Christmas, as representative of Michael Hartly, as a donation, by 
virtue of the second section of said act, and is now delivered to the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, 
to be recorded agreeably to the directions of said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the 

lot herewith filed. 
: Apri 30, 1805. NATT CHRISTMAS. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Entered in record of claims (east side,) vol. 1, page ; 





JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed from Michael Hartly, bearing date the 27th day of April, 1805, conveying to 
Natt Christmas all the said Hartly’s right and title to said tract of land. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James CALuier, representative of Joseph Campbell; case No. 214 on the docket of the Board, and No. 81 on the 
books of the Register. . 

Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 

To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of ‘Tombigbee river, nearly op- 
posite Fort Stoddert, beginning ten chains below the bend, running eighty chains down the river, thence, so as to 
contain six hundred and forty acres, in a square tract, is claimed by James Callier, legal representative of Joseph 
Campbell, under a conveyance from said Campbell, and acknowledged by Isabella Campbell, before the former 
Board of Commissioners, sitting at Fort Stoddert, by a settlement made by said Isabella Campbell, in 1797. 


JAMES CALLIER. 


Apri 30, 1805. 


Entered in record of claims, east side, vol. 1, page ——. 


[Plot omitted. ] 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
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Michael Hartly was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, he deposed, 
that he was not interested in this claim; that the land in question was cultivated in the year 1797, by Mrs. Trouillet, 
widow of Pierre or Peter Trouillet, and that she was at that time twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. 

The deed of conveyance from Joseph Campbell to James Callier, which was exhibited in said Callier’s case, No. 
95, and noted in vol. 1, page 407, was applied in support of this case. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until ‘Tuesday, the 16th instant. 

. Tuurspay, May 16th, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Seon WILKs, representative of James Proctor; case No. 215 on the docket of the Board, and No. 48 on the 
books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and thirty-six acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the Tensaw lake, on the east side of Tombig- 
bee, in the county of Washington, beginning at a hickory, running north, eighty degrees east, eighty chains, to a stake; 
thence, south, ten degrees east, eighty chains, to a pine; thence, to a water oak on the lake; thence, north, ten de- 
grees west, eighty chains, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully 
represented in the plot annexed, containing six hundred and thirty-six acres: is claimed by Simeon Wilks, legal 
representative of James Proctor, in and by virtue of the second section of the act, as a donation, and is now exhibited 
to the Register of the Land Office, established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act, to all 
which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 


Simgeon Wits, legal representative of 
JAMES PROCTOR. 
Marcu 28, 1804, 
[Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed March 12th, 1804, J. Milliken. Sworn chain carriers, James M’Connell and Levi Qualls. 


The claimant exhibited a writing in the words and figures following, to wit: Know all men by these presents, 
that I, James Proctor, have given up possession and all my claim of the improvement that Simeon Wilks now lives 
on, to him the said Wilks, for his properuse. Given under my hand, this 15th day of January, 1803. 


JAMES PROCTOR. 
Witness, Ricuarp Coteman, his x mark. 


Entered on record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 119, by Epwarp Lioyp Watzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Richard Coleman and Joseph Stiggins were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, yee | deposed, that they had no interest in this claims that James Proctor did, in the year 1797, actually 
—— and cultivate the land in question; and that he was at that time twenty-one years of age, and the head of a 
family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wiriiam Co..ins, representative of Charles Conway; case No. 216 on the docket of the Board, and No. 51 
on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and thirty-eight acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners uppointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on the east side of the river Tombigbee, bounded to 
the west by Tensaw lake; to the south by John Weekley’s land; and on all other sides by vacant lands; and hath 
such marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing six hundred and 
thirty-eight acres, is claimed by William Collins, under and in virtue of a donation right, now delivered to the Re- 
gister of the Land Office, established east of the Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he 
begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

W. Burorp, for 
WILLIAM COLLINS. 
Marcu 31, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed March 21, 1804. Sworn chain bearers, James M’Connell and Levi Qualls. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 121, by E>warp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Richard Coleman and Joseph Stiggins were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that Charles Conway did not inhabit or cultivate 
the land in question in the year 1797. The said Coleman further testified, that, as well as he recollected, the land 
was cultivated in the year 1797, but by whom, or for whose use, he did not know. The said Stiggins also testified, 
that, as well as he recollected, Richard Hawkins settled upon the land in question, in the year 1798. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun WEEKLEY, representative of James Farr; case No. 217 on the docket of the Board, and No. 50 on the 
books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and thirty-six acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on the east side of the river Tombigbee, bounded 
to the west by Tensaw lake, and to the south by Richard Colemanjand Simeon Wilks, and hath such marks, both 
‘natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, ‘containing six hundred and thirty-six acres: is 
claimed by John Weekley, under and in virtue of a right of a donation, now delivered to the Register of the Land 
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Office, established east of the Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by the said act. To all which he begs leave to 


refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 
W. Burorp, for 


Marcu 31, 1804. ; JOHN WEEKLEY. 
[Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed March 21, 1804, by J. Milliken. Sworn chain carriers, James McConnell and Levi Qualls. 


Entered in recerd of claims, (east side,) vol 1, page 120, by Epwarp Lioyp Wal1_gs, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited adeed from James Farr, bearing date the 14th day of March, 1804, conveying to John 
Weekley all the said Farr’s right and claim to the said tract of land. 

Joseph Stiggins and Richard Coleman were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that James Farr did actually inhabit and cultivate 
the land in question, in the year 1797: that he was at that time twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family, 
and that he knew of no interfering claim. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wiruiam Wesser’s case, No. 218 on the docket of the Board, and No. 55 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east of Tombigbee, in the county of Wash- 
ington, beginning at a siake, running east, eighty chains, to a stake; thence, north, eighty chains, to ahickory; thence, 
west, eighty chains, toa pines thence, south, eighty chains, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natu- 
ral and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, containing six hundred and forty acres: is claimed by Wil- 
jam Webber, in and by virtue of the second section of the said act of Congress, and is now exhibited to the Register 
of the Land Office, established east of Pearl river. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot 


herewith filed. ; 
W. Burorp, for 


Marcu 31, 1804. WILLIAM WEBBER. 
{Plot omitted. ] 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 124, by Epwarp Lioyp Wai_es, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Joseph Stiggins and Richard Coleman were presented as witnesses, and being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that William Webber cultivated and inhabited 
the land in question in the year 1797,’and that he was at that time twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family; 
that they knew of no interfering claim. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Fanny STEEL’s case, No. 219 on the docket of the Board, and No. 54 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented her claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on the east side of the river Tombigbee, bounded on 
the north by Tensaw lake, and on all other sides by vacant'land, and hath such marks, both natural and artificial, 
as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing six hundred and fortyacres: is claimed by Frances Steel, un- 
der and in virtue of a donation right, now delivered to the Register of the Land Office, established east of the Pearl 
river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which she begs leave to refer, as also toa copy of the plot here- 
with filed. 
W. Burorp, for 


FRANCES STEEL. 
[Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed March 17th, 1804, by J. Milliken. Chain carriers, James M’Connell and Levi Qualls. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 123, by Enwaro Lioyp Walzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Joseph Stiggins and Reuben Dyer were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; that Fanny Steel did, in the year 1797, actually in- 
habit and cultivate the land in question; and that she was, at that time, twenty-one years of age, and the head of a 
family; and that they knew of no interfering claims. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Jorpan Procror’s case, No. 220 on the docket of the Board, and No. 44 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and thirty-four acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


_ Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee, on lake Tensaw, 
in the county of Washington, beginning on a hickory on the lake, south, sixty-one degrees west, eighteen chains 
fifty links, to a stake; thence, north, twenty-eight degrees west, one hundred and fifty-one chains; thence, north, 
sixty-one degrees east, eighteen chains fifty links, to the lake: thence, with the meanders of the lake, to the begin- 
ning, and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, con- 
taining six hundred and thirty-four acres: is claimed by Jordan Proctor, in and by virtue of the second section of 
the said act of Congress, as a donation, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, established east of 
Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot 


herewith filed. DAN PROCTOR 
| JORDA TOR. 
Marcu 28, 1804. [Plot omitted. } 
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Surveyed March 13, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, James McConnell and Levi Qualls. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side, ) vol. 1, page 116, by Eowarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 

Joseph Stiggins and Richard Coleman were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim. And the said Coleman further testified, that, to 
the best of his recollection, in the year 1796, Jordan Proctor cultivated about five acres of the land in question, and 
that he was, at that time, twenty-one years of age. The said Stiggins also deposed, that, as well as he recollected, 
some time in the latter end of the year 1797, or the beginning of 1798, he passed by the plantation of Jordan Proc- 
tor, and saw the said Proctor at. work in his field; that, from appearances, he, Stiggins, did suppose that there had 
been some land cleared and cultivated previous to that time; and that the said Proctor was, at that time, twenty- 


one years of age. ; ; 
he Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Heirs or Micuart Mixron; case No. 221 on the docket of the Board, and No. 21 on the books of the Register, 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and eleven acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv - 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the lake Tensaw, on the east side of Tom- 
bigbee, beginning on the lake, and running with it, north, eighty-five degrees west, one hundred and forty-eight 
chains fifty links, to a mulberry; thence, south, eighteen degrees east, thirty-eight chains fifty links, to a sweet gum; 
thence, south, seventy-eight degrees east, one hundred and sixty chains, to a dogwood; thence, north, thirteen de- 

rees west, thirty-eight chains fifty links, to the lake, containing six hundred aiid eleven acres, having such shape, 
form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by the heirs of Mi- 
chael Milton, in and by virtue of a donation, and now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, established east 
of Pearl river, to be recorded as by said act directed. ‘To all which they beg leave to refer, as also to a copy of the 


plot herewith filed. 
BENJAMIN HOOVEN, 
For the heirs of Michael Milton. 


[Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed March 8, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, James McConnell and Levi Qualls. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 76, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Reuben Dyer and Joseph Stiggins were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that Michael Milton did, in the year 1797, actually 
inhabit and cultivate the land in question; and that he was, at that time, twenty-one years of age, and the head of 
a family; and that they knew of no interfering claim. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Reusen Dyer’s case, No. 222 on the docket of the Board, and No. 46 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. _ 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 


and figures, viz: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on the east side of Tombigbee river, being part of 
an island, in the county of Washington, beginning on the forks of ‘Tensaw lake and river, at a water oak; running 
thence, north, ten degrees west, forty chains; thence, north, forty-four degrees west, thirty-three chains; thence, 
north, seventy-six degrees west, thirty-seven chains; thence, south, twenty-two degrees west, thirty-nine chains; 
thence, north, fifty-five degrees west, nineteen chains fifty links; thence, north, twenty-four degrees west, twenty- 
five chains fifty links; thence, north, forty-one degrees west, twenty-four chains; thence, north, sixty-six degrees 
west, ten chains; thence, south, thirty-four degrees east, twenty-three chains; thence, south, fourteen degrees east, 
thirty-three chains; thence, south, twenty-six degrees east, twenty-one chains; thence, south, twenty degrees west, 
sixteen chains; thence, south, fifty degrees west, seventeen chains, to a water oak; thence, south, eighty-nine de- 
grees east, one hundred and twenty-eight chains fifty links, to the beginning, containing six hundred and forty acres. 
having such shape, forms, and marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by 
Reuben Dyer, in and by virtue of the second section of this act, as a donation, and is now exhibited to the Register 
of the Land Office, east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, 


as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
REUBEN DYER. 


Marcu 28, 1804. ; 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed, March 20, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, James McConnell and Levi Qualls. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 117, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Joseph Stiggins and Reuben Dyer were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that Reuben Dyer, the claimant, did, in the year 
1797, cultivate the land in question, and had continued to cultivate the same ever since; that, from its being fre- 
quently covered with water, it was rendered unfit to reside on: that the said Dyer was, at that time, twenty-one 
years of age, and the head of a family; and that they knew of no interfering claim. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Ricuarp CoLeman’s case, No. 223 on the docket of the Board, and No. 45 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and thirty-four acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of ‘Tombigbee river, on the Ten- 

saw lake, in the county of Washington, beginning at a black oak, and running thence, north, sixty-four degrees east, 
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fifty-six chains fifty-seven links, to a stake; thence, north, twenty-six degrees west, one hundred and thirteen chains 
fourteen links, toa maple and bay; thence, south, sixty-four degrees west, thirty-six chains, to the lakes thence, 
with the lake, south, thirty-one degrees east, eighty-nine chains, to the beginning, and hath such forms and marks 

both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing six hundred and thirty -four aren 
is claimed by Richard Coleman, in and by virtue of the second section of the said act, as a donation, and is now 
exhibited to the Register of the Land Office. established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. 
To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 


For Ricuarp CoLEMAN, 
JOSEPH STIGGINS. 
Marcu 28, 1804. 
[ Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed, March 12, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, James McConnell and Levi Qualls. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 117, by Epwarp Lioyp Wattes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Joseph Stiggins and Benjamin Pyburn were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; that Richard Coleman, the claimant, did, in the 
year 1797, actually inhabit and cultivate the land in question; and that he was, at that time, twenty-one years of 
age, and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Josern Sticerys’s case; No. 224 on the docket of the Board, and No. 43 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and thirty-five acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words and 
figures, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee river, in the county 
of Washington, beginning on a water oak on Coleman’s or Tensaw lake, running thence, north, thirty-two degrees 
west, ten chains; thence, north, ten degrees west, eighteen chains, to a red bay tree; thence, up the meanders of said 
Tensaw or Stiggins’s lake, to a bay, and on to a water oak corner; thence, south, fifty-five degrees east, twenty-four 
chains, to a corner stake; thence, south, sixty-one degrees east, one hundred and sixty-nine ,chains, to the begin- 
ning, being part of an island, and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in 
the plot annexed, containing six hundred and thirty-five acres: is claimed by Joseph Stiggins, in and by virtue of the 
second section of this act, asa donation, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, established east of 
Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot 


herewith filed. 
JOSEPH STIGGINS. 
Marcu 28, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed March 10, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, James McConnell and Levi Qualls. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 116, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Regiséer. 


Richard Coleman and Reuben Dyer were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that Joseph Stiggins, the claimant, did, in the year 
1797, cultivate the land in question; and that he was, at that time, twenty-one years of age, and the head of a 
family; that they knew of no interfering claim. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Cockraw, representative of Samuel Lyons; case No. 225 on the docket of the Board, and No. 47 on the 
books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of ‘Tombigbee, on lake Tensaw, 
in the county of Washington, beginning at a cypress, and running, north, seventy-three degrees east, eighty chains; 
thence, north, seventeen degrees west, eighty chains, to a pine; thence, south, seventy-three degrees west, eighty 
chains, toa tupelo gum; thence, south, seventeen degrees east, eighty chains, to the beginning; containing six hun- 
dred and forty acres, having such shape, forms, and marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot 
annexed: is claimed by James Cockram, legal representative of Samuel Lyons, in and by virtue of a donation, and 
is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said aet. To 
all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

JAMES COCKRAM, his x mark, 
Marcu 28, 1804. : Legal representative of Samuel Lyons. 
[Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed March 26, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, Levi Qualls and John Milliken. 


The claimant exhibited a writing as follows, to wit: 
Wasuineton County, May 29, 1802. 


Received of James Cockram forty dollars, in full, for all my claim to the house and improvements on which I 
now live, together with all the crop now growing on said improvement, which I have this day sold, and am ready 


to deliver to him when called for. 
SAMUEL LYONS, his x mark. 
Witness, Exiyan Smiru. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 118, by Epwarp Lioyy Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Regiséer. 


Reuben yer, Joseph Stiggins, and Benjamin Pyburn, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and 
interroge‘ed by the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim. ‘The said Stiggins further 
testifies, that Samuel Lyons did, in the year 1797, actually inhabit and cultivate the land in question, and continued 
to cultivate the same until his death, which happened, as well as he recollected, in the fall of the year 1802; and 
that he was, in 1797, twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. j 
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The said Pyburn also. deposed, that Samuel Lyons did inhabit and cultivate the land in question; but in what 
year, he, Pyburn, did not recollect; that Lyons. was twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. ; 

The said Dyer further testified, that Samuel Lyons did, in the year 1797, actually inhabit and cultivate the land 
in questions and that he was, at that time, twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Samven TrENv’s case, No, 226 on the docket of the Board, and No. 57 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
recéiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee and Alabama 
rivers, in the county of Washington, beginning at a stake, running thence, north, fifteen degrees east, eighty chains, 
to a cypress, on Pine-log creek; thence, north, seventy-five degrees east, eighty chains, to a stakes thence, south, 
fifteen degrees west, eighty chains, to a stake; thence, south, seventy-five degrees west, eighty chains, across said 
creek, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the 
plot annexed; containing six hundred and forty acres: is claimed by Samuel Trend, in and by virtue of the second 
section of this act, as a donation; and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land office, established east of Pearl 
river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot here- 


with filed. , 
i ; Wm. Surevps, his x mark, for 
Marcu 31, 1804. [Plot omitted. ] SAMUEL TREND. 


Surveyed February 15, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, William McDaniel and James Mills. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 125, by Epwarp Lioyp Waiters, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


William Pierce and Joseph Stiggins were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; that the land in question was actualiy inhabited and 
cultivated by Samuel ‘Trend, in the year 1797: and that he was, at that time, twenty-one years of age, and the head 
of a familys that the lands claimed by the heirs of Francis Killingworth interfere with this claim, 

The Board: ordered that the case be postpened for consideration. 


Wir.iam Burorp, representative of Conrad Selhoof; case No. 227 on the docket of the Board, and No. 25 on 
the books of the Register. 

Claim.—A right to eight hundred acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the 
act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, viz: 

To the Register appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for recording 
clains to the south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of the river Tombigbee, bounded 
to the south and southwest by ‘Tensaw river, and hath such natural marks asare represented by a Spanish warrant of 
survey hereunto annexed; containing eight hundred acres, or twenty acres front on said river, and forty back; 
granted to Conrad Selhoof, and transferred, by legal conveyances, to the present claimant William Buford. ‘The 
Register will further please to take notice, that the said tract of land, including Piney island, is at this time so covered 
by water, that an accurate survey cannot be made on the sames and that, when a proper board shall be appointed 
for adjusting the claims to lands lying in that part of Washington county, the claimant will exhibit the necessary 


plot and other documents to establish the said claim. 
r ba Ay) ° 
. : W. BUFORD, Claimant. 
Marcu 31, 1804. [Plot omitted. ] 
The claimant exhibited a Spanish warrant in the words and figures following, viz: 
His Excellency Don Estevan Miro, Colonel of the Royal army, Governor civil and military of the city and pro- 
vince of Louisiana, &c. ; 
Conrad Selhoof, inhabitant of Mobile jurisdiction, with great respect to your excellency, says, that there is found 
a tract of land on Tensaw river, containing twenty acres, by the name of Pine island; which land, until now, never 


had any proprietor; he begs your excellency to grant him the above petition, and deliver him the titles necessary 
irom the Secretary of Government, which may correspond with the concession; for which favor he will forever be 


thankful. 
CONRAD SELHOOF. 


Mosi.e, January 15, 1788. 


_ Don Vicent Folch, captain in the Louisiana regiment of fixed, commandant civil and military of said place and 
its jurisdiction, certified, that the land the petitioner solicits is vacant, by information taken from different inhabi- 
tants, who are well informed of said place, for which I sign at said place the day and date above mentioned. 


ViCENT FOLCH. 


New Orzeans, February 9, 1788. 
The surveyor of this province, Don Laveau Trudeau, shall establish that part of land of twenty acres front, which 
the petitioner solicits, with its profounder of forty, as customary: as it is vacant, not causing prejudice to any neigh- 
bors, at the same place mentioned in the above petition: with the precise conditions of making the road and clearing 
regularly, in peremptory space of one year; and if, at the precise space of three years, the land is not settled, after 
which period it cannot be established, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, the business of settling 
the limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted to me to provide the interested party with titles in form. 


ESTEVAN MIRO. 
Mosite, Zpril 4, 1788. 


Certifies that the above is a true copy of the original, in the office at this place. 
SANTIAGO DE LA SAUSSAYE, Public Notary. 
The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 
7 ae oo THOS. PRICE. 
‘The above was compared exact with the original in this office under my charge, by me, 
JOAQ. DE ORSONO. [t. s.] 
104 Pp 
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I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly 
swear by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant, 
or writing hereto annexed. 

THOS. PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21st, 1804.—Attest: Davin Parmeter 2d, Clerk. 


Upon the back of said order of survey, there are two writings or conveyances in the words and figures following, 
to wit: 

Know all men by these presents, that I, Cornelius McCurtin, by virtue of a power of attorney to me given by 
the widow Colate, of New Orleans, have made over unto John Linder, Esquire, his heirs or assigns, forever, 
the within grant, with all the rights and titles of said Madam Colate. Given under my hand this 10th day of March, 
1794. As by power of attorney from the widow Colate. 

CORNELIUS McCURTIN. 


Know all men by these presents, that I, John Linder, Esquire, Senior, have hereby bargained and sold unto John 
Linder, Junior, the within premises, or his heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, forever, for which I here- 
by warrant and defend against all persons whatsoever, or my heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, for value 
received; as witriess my hand and seal, this 11th day of June, 1798. 

JNO. LINDER. 


Witnesses, James McA.pine, 
Joun Mitts. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 91, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed from John Linder, duly executed, and bearing date the 24th day of October, 1803, 
conveying to William H. Buford all the right, title, and interest, of the said Linder in said tract of land, and the 
improvements thereon made. | ae : 

Reuben Dyer, Joseph Stiggins, and Richard Coleman, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and 
interrogated by the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim. The said Stiggins also deposed, 
that he knew nothing of this claim but from hearsay. 

The said Dyer also deposed, that Mr. Collett, many years past, lived _ the land in question; that he, Dyer, 
knew of no person, either by the name of Collett or Selhoof, being on said ‘and, in the year 1795; that the person 
called Collett was, when he knew him, an elderly man; and that the said Collett died on the land in question: and 
that an inventory of his estate was taken by Robert Lard. ‘ 

The said Coleman also deposed, that, as well as he recollected, John Linder, Senior, in the year 1795, informed 
him that he had the land in question in cultivation, but that he, Coleman, did not know it of his own knowledge. 

The Board ordered that the case be postpcned for consideration. 

Adjourned until Saturday, the 18th instant. 

Satrurpay, May 18, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. .Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Apvam Ho..incer’s case, No. 228 on the docket of the Board, and No. 16 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right to nine hundred and ninety-nine acres and five-tenths of an acre, under the first section of the 
act. by virtue of a Spanish warrant or order of survey. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee river, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, | ing east of the river Tombigbee, butting and bounding 
as follows, viz: beginning at a tupelo gum, on the bank of the Cut-off; thence, down the meanders, to the mouth of 
said Cut-off, to a willow; thence, down the river Tombigbee, to a maple corner; thence, north, eighty-six degrees 
east, one hundred and twenty-six chains, fifty-three links; thence, a straight line, to the beginning; bounded by 
Tombigbee river on the west, and northwardly by the Cut-off, on the other sides by vacant land: is claimed by Adam 
Hollinger, under and by virtue of a Spanish grant or order of survey granted to Adam Hollinger, as may appear by 
the original grant now delivered to the Register of the Land Office, to be established east of Pearl river, to be 
recorded agreeably to that act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 


W. CARMAN, -fttorney for Adam Hollinger. 
[ Plot omitted. ] 


Said warrant of survey was exhibited in the words following, viz. 


Fort Stroppert, March 21, 1804. 


Mosite, December 24, 1794. 
His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: 

Adam Hollinger, inhabitant of this jurisdiction, with the most profound respect, represents before your exce!- 
lency and says, that, within the district of Tombigbee exists and is twenty-five acres of vacant land, on a creek 
called Boukanonga, and on the right hand of said creek, up the river. Said land has no proprietor; and having slaves 
in number sufficient to cultivate the same, he begs your excellency to grant him the above petition, with papers 
necessary from the Secretary of Government, which may correspond with the concession, for which favor he will 


be forever thankful. 
ADAM HOLLINGER. 


Mosite, December 27, 1794. 
His excellency the Governor General of these provinces, by information from the old settlers of said river, it 


appears that the land the above petitioner solicits is vacant, and has no proprietor, and the number of slaves in 
possession of the above petitioner, it suffers no difficulty in granting the above petition, as it may seem best. 


MANUEL DE LANZOS. 


New Organs, January 30th, 1795. 


The surveyor of this province, Don Carlos Laveau Trudeau, or some other named by him, shall establish the 
petitioner on,the twenty-five acres of land front, with the profounder, as customary, of forty acres back, as it appears 
vacant, and not causing any prejudice to any neighbors, with the precise conditions of a the road and clearing 
regularly, in the peremptory space of one year; and if, at the precise space of three years, the land is not settled, 
during which period it cannot be alienated, this grant to remain null; under which supposition the business of settling 
the limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me to provide the interested party with titles in form. 


THE BARON OF CARONDELET. 


Mosite, February 16, 1795. 


Registered. Certifieth the above is a copy of the original concession, that remains in these archives, under my 
charge. 


MANUEL DE LANZOS. 
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The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 
e above 1s a copy . THOS. PRICE. 


JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. L[z. s. } 


I, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly swear 
by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant or wri- 


ting hereto annexed. 
THOS. PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21st, 1804.—Attest: Davin Parmever 2d, Clerk. 


The above was compared exact with the original in this office, by me, 


Entered in record of claims, (east of Tombigbee,) vol. 1, page 62, by Epwarp Liovp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Regisier. 


John Jacob Abner and Joseph Bates, senior, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interro- 
gated by the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that, in the year 1795, a man by the 
name of Watkins cultivated the land in question, as a tenant at will of Adam Hollinger; that, in the same year, in 
the month of August, Adam Hollinger commenced a clearing on the land, by his overseer and hands, and in the 
latter end of the same year removed himself and family to the place where he now lives; that the said land had been 
cultivated by the said Hollinger ever since, and that Adam Hollinger was, at that time, twenty-one years of age, 
and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered the case to be postponed for consideration. 


Joseru Bates, Senior’s, case, No. 229 on the docket of the Board, and No. 26 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A. right to one thousand acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the 


The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, viz: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east bank of Tombigbee river, beginning on 
a cedar post on said east bank; running thence with ‘Thomas Bates, Junior’s, line, south, forty-five degrees east, 
eighty chains, to a stake; thence, north, forty-five degrees east, sixty-four chains, to a stake; thence, south, forty- 
five degrees east, eighty chains, to a stake; thence, south, forty-five degrees west, eighty chains, to a stake; thence, 
north, forty-five degrees west, eighty chains, to a stake; thence, north, fifteen degrees east, sixteen chains, to a 
stake; thence, north, seventy-five degrees west, eighty chains, to a cedar post on the bank of the river; thence u 
the river the courses and distances, as laid down in the plot, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both 
natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing one thousand acres: is claimed by 
Joseph Bates, Senior, in and by virtue of a Spanish grant, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, 
established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to 


a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
JOSEPH BATES, Senior. 
Marcu 23, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed March 19th, 1804, by Natt Christmas. Chain bearers, Sterling Dupree and Thomas Bates. 


The claimant exhibited an order of survey as follows, to wit: 

Mosite, July 20th, 1795. 
His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: 

Joseph Bates, inhabitant of this district, with the greatest respect to your excellency, represents and says, there 
is a tract of vacant land, situate on ‘Tombigbee river, in distance about eighteen leagues from this place, limited on 
the north by land of John Turnbulls, and on the south by vacant land facing my own plantation; and, being necessi- 
tated for land to cultivate, begs your excellency to grant him twenty-five acres front, with its profounder of forty, 
as customary; the said land never had any proprietor, He begs your excellency to grant the above petition, with 
orders to the Secretary to deliver him the corresponding concession; for which favor he will be forever thankful. 


JOSEPH BATES. 


Mosite, July 27th, 1795. 


His excellency the Governor General of this province, by information from the inhabitants of that settlement, 
the land is vacant, and of consequence King’s commons: not causing any prejudice to any neighbors, you may dis- 
pose as it may seem best. 

New Organs, August 18, 1795. 

The Surveyor General of this province, or some individual named by him for that business, shall establish that 
part of land, of twenty-five acres front, with its profounder of forty acres, as customary, as it is vacant, not causing 
prejudice to any neighbors, at the same place mentioned in the above petition, with the precise conditions of making 
the road and clearing regularly in the peremptory space of one year; and if, at the precise space of three years, the 
land is not settled, during which period it cannot be alienated, this grant to remain null; under which supposition, 
the business of settling the limits will be carried on in the tract, and remitted me to provide the interested party 


with titles in form. 
THE BARON OF CARONDELET. 
Mose, March 6, 1804. 
JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. [x. s.] 


THOMAS PRICE. 


I, Thomas Price, of ths post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly swear 
by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful translation of the Spanish grant or writ- 


ing hereto annexed. . 
THOMAS PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21st, 1804.—Attest: Davip Parmevee 2d, Clerk. 
Entered on record of claims, (east of Tombigbee,) vol. 2, page 95, by Epowarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


_ Natt Christmas, surveyor, was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the plot ex- 
hibited to the Board by Joseph Bates with his Spanish warrant of survey, which included the improvement and cleared 
iands of the claimant; that an actual survey of the river or front of this land was made, and a few chains on the 


This is a copy compared with the original in this office under my charge. 


The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 
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upper and Jower lines running out from the rivers that, in consequence of high water, it was impossible to complete 
the survey, except by plotting the same. ; : 

Adam Hollinger and John Jacob Abner were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim. ‘The said Abner testified further, that, in the 
year 1791, he was at Joseph Bates, Senior’s, and saw considerable improvements and cultivation on the land in ques- 
tion; that he, the said Bates, had continued to cultivate thereon ever since: that he was, on the 18th day of August. 
1795, twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. 

The said Hollinger also deposed, that Joseph Bates, Senior, cultivated the land in question in the year 17953 and 
had continued to cultivate the same ever since; that, on the 18th day of August, 1795, he was twenty-one years of 
age, and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Ricuarp Turvin’s case, No. 230 on the docket of the Board, and No. 20 on the books of the Register. 

Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, viz: ai 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day ef March, 1803, for receiv- 

ing and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee river, in the county 
of Washington, beginning on a maple standing on the bank of Tombigbee river, at Adam Hollinger’s corner, run- 
ning down the bank of said river south, forty degrees east, thirty-eight chains, toa lakes continued two chains fur- 
ther to an oak corner; thence, along the banks of the river south, nine degrees east, twenty chains; thence, south, 
nine degrees west, fifteen chains; thence, south, forty-nine degrees west, five chains; south, forty-two degrees west. 
seven chains and fifty links, toa swamp oak corners thence, to Thomas Bates, Junior’s, linés thence, south, forty- 
five degrees east, thirteen chains, to au ash station at the edge of the swamp, continued in all eighty-four chains, to a 
stake; thence, north, forty-five degrees east, seventy-seven chains and fifty iinks, toa stakes thence, north, forty- 
five degrees west, eighty-nine chains, to the beginning; and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial. 
as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing six hundred and forty acres: is claimed by Richard Turvin, 
in and by virtue of the second section of the said act, as a donation, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land 
Office, established east of Pearl river. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, and ,to be recoriied as directed by said 
act; also toa copy of the plot herewith filed. 

RICHARD TURVIN, his x mark. 


Marcu 26, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed February 22d, 1804, by Natt Christmas. Chain bearers, Thomas Bates, John Barnet. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 74, by Epwarp Lioyp Waltzes, for : 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 

John Jacob Abner and Adam Hollinger were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that the land in question was not cultivated 
until the year 1798. 

The Board. ordered the case to be postponed for consideration. 

Samvuet Muws’s claim, No. 231 on the docket of the Board, and No. 85 on the books of the Register. 

Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
foliowing, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of the Tombigbee river, in the 
county of Washington, beginning on the Alabama river, or Cut-oit, at a sweet gums south, five degrees east, one 
hundred and nine chains; south, eighty-five degrees west, seventy-one chains, at a stake: north, five degrees west. 
eighty chains, at a stake: and hath such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the 
plot annexed, containing six hundred and forty acres: is claimed by Samucl Mims. in and by virtue of a donation. 
and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Oilice, established east of Peari-river, to be recorded as directed 
by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

W. Pierce, for 
SAMUEL MIMs. 
APRIL 29, 1805. . 
[Plot oinitted.] 
02” 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 237. ee ’ 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


William Pierce and Adam Hollinger were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; that Samuel Miins did, in the year 1797, actually 
cultivate the land in question, lying in Nanna Hubba Islands ‘that he was at that time twenty-one years of age, and 
the head of a family; and that they knew of no interfering claim. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Caer, representative of Joseph Campbell; case commenced in page 816. 

Joseph Bates, Sen. and John Jacob Abner, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated 
by the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claims and the said Bates testified, that the land 
in question was cultivated in the year 1797, by hands belonging to Isabella Trouillet, widow of Peter Trouillet: 
that he did not know whether Mrs. Trouiilet resided on the bluff} opposite the land in question at that time, or 
whether she was then living in the town of Mobile; that Alexis Trouillet informed him that he was the overseer oj} 
Mrs. Trouillet, and was cultivating the land to her use, and that she was at that time, as he, Bates, believed, twenty- 
one years of age, and the head of a family. The said Abner also testified, that he did not see the Jand in question 
in the year 1797, but from seeing the hands of Mrs. Trouillet pass to and from the place in question, and from being 
told by Alexis Trouillet, that he was the overseer of Mrs. Trouillet, he had reason to believe that the land was 
cultivated to her use, and that she was, at that time, as he believed, twenty-one years of age, and the head of a 
family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Natr CurisTMas, representative of Michael Hartly; case commenced in page 816. 
Joseph Bates, Sen., Adam Hollinger, and Richard Turvin, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly swori 


and interrogated by the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; the said Bates and Hollinge: 
= a 1 798 ‘ Hye 
798, that the 


testified, that the land in question was cultivated by Michael Hartly in the year 1796, 1797, and 1 
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situation of the land: was such as would not admit of being inhabited, and that said Hartly was, in the year 1797, 
twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. The said Turvin also testified, that Michael Hartly cultivated 
the land in question in the years 1797 and 1798; that, from the low situation of the land, it would not admit of being 
inhabited; that said Hartly was, in 1797, twenty-une years of age, and the head of a family. 

- The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Bensamin Few’s ‘case, commenced in page 805. 

Adam Hollinger was presented as a witness, and being duly sworn, he deposed, that Benjamin Few had raised 
three successive crops, independent of the one now growing on the land in question; and that he was, on the 3d day 
of March, 1803, twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Lemvet Henry, representative of Michael Hartly; case No. 232 on the docket of the Board, and No. 86 on 


the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
To the honorable the Board of Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d of 
March, 1803, for the adjusting of claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that Lemuel Henry, legal representative of Michael Hartly, claims a tract of land of six 
hundred and forty acres, as a donation, situate on the lower end of the Nanna Hubba Island, beginning at a cedar 
post, on the east bank of the Tombigbee river, running north, fifty-seven degrees east, five hundred poles, to the 
Alabama river, and down both rivers for complement, as by the plot herewith filed will more fully appear. 

LEMUEL HENRY. 


[ Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed by Lemuel Henry. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 239. 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed, bearing date the 22d day of April, 1805, from Michael Hartly, conveying to 
Lemuel Henry all the said Hartly’s right to said tract of land. ~ 

Adam Hollinger, Joseph Bates, Sen., and Richard ‘Turvin, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn 
and interrogated by the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim. The said Bates and Hol- 
linger testified, that the land in question was cultivated by Michael Hartly in the years 1796, 1797, and 17983 that 
the situation, of the land was such as would not admit of being inhabited; and that the said Hartly was, in the year 
1797, twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. The said Turvin testified, that Michael Hartly cultivated 
the land in question in the years 1797 and 1798; that, from the low situation of the land, it would not admit of being 
inhabited, and that said Hartly was, in 1797, twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. ; 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Samvuet Mims, representative of William Clark; case No. 233 onthe docket of the Board, and No. 66 on the 


books of the Register. 

Clain.—A right to one hundred and seventy-four acres, by virtue of a British grant, under the first section of 
the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 

following, to wit: 

To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated about eighty miles from the town of Mobile, in the 
county of Washington, bounded on the west by the river Alabama, and on the other sides by a laggoon, and hath 
such forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot_annexed, containing one 
hundred and seventy-lour acres, is claimed by Samuel Mims, legal representative to William Clark, in and by 
virtue of a British grant, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, established east of Pearl river, to 
be recorded as directed by said act, to all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 

SAMUEL MIMS. 


Marcu 31, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed, 1778, by Elias Durnford, S. G. 
A grant was exhibited in the words and figures following, to wit: 


West FLoripa, ss: 
GeorGE THE TuirD, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the fatth, §c. 
To all io whom these presents shall come, greeting: 

Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and, by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant, unto William Clark, his heirs and assigns, all 
that tract of land situated about eighty-five miles from the town of Pensacola, bounded on the west by the river 
Alabama, and on the other sides by a laggoon, in our province of West Florida, and having such shape, form, and 
marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot thereof hereunto annexed, as drawn by our Sur- 
veyor General of lands; which said tract of land contains one hundred and seventy-four acres, and is bounded as by 
the further certificate hereunto likewise annexed, under the hand of said Surveyor General of lands, in our said 
province, may more fully and and at large appears together with all woods, underwoods, timber, and timber trees, 
lakes, ponds, fishings, waters, watercourses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, and appurtenances whatsoever 
hereunto belonging, or in anywise appertaining; together, also, with privilege of hunting, hawking, and fowling in 
and upon the same, and ail mines and minerals, reserving to us, our heirs and successors, all mines of gold and 
silver: to have and to hold the said tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby granted, with the appur- 
tenances, unto the said William Clark, his heirs and assigns, forever, in tree and common soccage, yielding and 
paying unto us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time being, or to such 
other officer as shall be appointed to receive the same, a quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, at the feast of 
St. Michael every years the first payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michael, which shall first happen 
after the expiration of ten years from the date hereof, or within fourteen days after the said feast annually: Provid- 
ed, always, (and this present grant is upon condition,)’nevertheless, That this grant shall be duly registered in the 
Register’s Office of this province, within six months from the date hereof, and also that a docket thereof shall be 
entered in the Auditor’s Office within the same time, if such establishment shall take place in this province: Aad 
provided, also, That if the said William Clark, his heirs and assigns, do not in all things fully comply with, and 
fulfil the condition herein above set forth, for the registering of this grant, within the time herein above limited for 
the completion thereof; or if the said William Clark, his heirs and assigns, shall not pay to us, our heirs and suc- 
cessors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the proper officer appointed to receive the same, the said 
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quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, on the said feast of St. Michael, or within fourteen days after, annually, 
for every acre contained in this grant; that then, and in either of these cases, respectively, this grant shall be void, any 
thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding; and the said lands, tenements, hereditaments, and premises, 
hereby specified, and every part and parcel thereof, shall revert to us, our heirs and successors, as fully and absolu- 
tely, as if the same had never been granted. . 
Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida: Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter 
Chester, Esquire, our Captain General, and Governor-in-chief in and over our said province, at Pensacola, this 
sixth day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, and in the 
eighteenth year of our reign. 
PETER CHESTER. 
Passed the Secretary’s Office. PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun., Deputy Secretary. 


West Fioripa: 


Pursuant toa fiat from his excellency Peter Chester, Esq., Captain General and Governor-in-chief in and 
over His Majesty’s province of West Florida, &c. to me directed, bearing date the 4th day of August, 1778, I have 
perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do hereby certify that there is no error therein apparent to me. 

, ELIHU, HALL BAY, for 
E. R. Wece, Altorney General. 


Avpitor’s OrricE, August 6, 1778. 


J. LORIMER, Deputy Auditor. 
PEnsacoa, Secrefary’s Office. 


I do hereby certify, that the within letters patent, Surveyor General’s certificate, together with the certificate 
of the Attorney General, are recorded in the Secretary and Register’s Office of the province of West Florida, in liber 
A, No. 4, page 42, &c. Examined and compared with the said record. 


PHILIP LIVINGSTON, Jun., Deputy Secretary. 


Upon the back of which grant there is an endorsement, in the following words and figures, to wit: I deliver the 
within grant to Jesse McCall, Esq., as conveyed to him twenty-seventh May, 1801, by me, 


A docket of the within grant is entered in book B. folio 42, by 


at, ; ; A. GINDRAT. 
Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, by Epwarp Liuoyp Waites, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 

The claimant exhibited a deed from A. Gindrat, bearing date the 27th day of May, 1801, conveying to Jesse 
McCall, Esq., all the said Gindrat’s right and title to said land; also a deed from Jesse McCall, bearing date the 23d 
day of September, 1801; conveying to Samuel Mims all the said McCall’s right, title, and interest in said tract of 
land. 

Adam Hollinger and William Pierce were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim. ‘The said Hollinger also testified, that the land 
in question was cultivated by Samuel Mims in the year 1795; that said land adjoined the land on which he resided, 
and that his principal support was had from his cultivation on this land. The said Pierce also deposed, that the 
land in question was cultivated in the year 1795, by Samuel Mims, and that, from a conversation which he heard 
between the said Mims and William Clark, he was induced to believe that said land was then the property of said 
William Clark, and that Mims was tenant at will of him, said Clark; and that he, Clark, was an inhabitant and re- 
sident in the State of Georgia on the 27th day of October, 1795; that the land in question was adjoined to that on 
which the said Mims resided, and that his principal support was had from this land. . 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


SamvE. Mins, representative of William Clark; case No. 234 on the docket: of the Board, and No. 67 on the 
books of the Register. 


Claim—A right to three hundred and fifty acres, by virtue of a British grant, under the first section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: | 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting the claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee and Alabama river, 
in the county of Washington, butting and bounded west, by the Alabama river and a laggoon, and all other sides by 
vacant land, and hath such forms and marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed, contain- 
ing three hundred and fifty acres, is claimed by Samuel Mims. legal representative of William Clark, in and by vir- 
tue of a British patent, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land office established east of Pearl river, to be 
recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also toa copy of the plot herewith filed. 
SAMUEL MIMS, 

Marcu 31, 1804. 

{Plot omitted. ] 

Surveyed by Elias Durnford, Surveyor General. 

The claimant exhibited a British grant as follows, to wit: 
West Fiorina, ss: 


Grorce THE T'nirp, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, &c. 
To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and b 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant, unto William Clark, his heirs and assigns, all 
that tract of land situated on the east side of Alabama river, bounded West by’said river and by a laggoon, and on all 
other sides by vacant land, in our province of West Florida, and having such shape, form, and marks, both natural 
and artificial, as are represented in the plot thereof hereunto annexed, as drawn by our Surveyor General of lands, 
which said tract of land contains three hundred and fifty acres, and is bounded as by the further certificate hereunto 
likewise annexed, under the hand of our said Surveyor General of lands, in our said province, may more fully and at 
large appear; together with all woods, underwoods, timber, and timber trees, lakes, ponds, fishings, waters, water- 
courses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging, or in anywise 
appertaining; together, also, with privilege of hunting, hawking, and fowling in and upon the same, and all mines 
and minerals, reserving to us, our heirs and successors, all mines of gold and silver: to have and to hold the said tract 
of land, and all and singular the premises, hereby granted, with the appurtenances, unto the said William Clark, his 
heirs and assigns, forever, in free and common soccage, yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and successors, or to 
the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time being, or to such other officer as shall be appointed to receive 
the same, a quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, at the feast of St. Michael every year, the first payment to 
commence on the said feast of St. Michael which shall first happen after the expiration of ten years from the date 
hereof, or within fourteen days after said feast annually. Provided always, and this present grant is upon condition, 
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nevertheless, That this grant shall be duly registered in the Register’s Office of this Province, within six months from 
the date hereof. and also that a docket thereof shall be entered in the Auditor’s Office within the same time, if such 
establishment shall take place in this province. nd provided, also, That if the said William Clark, his heirs or 
assigns, do not in all things fully comply with, and fulfil the condition herein above set forth, for the registering of 
this grant, within the time herein above limited for the completion thereof; or, if the said William Clark, his heirs 
or assigns, shall not pay to us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the pro- 
per officer appointed to receive the same, the said quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, on the said feast of 
St. Michael, or within fourteen days after, annually, for every acre contained in this grant, that then, and either of 
these cases respectively, this grant shall be void, any thing therein contained to the contrary notwithstanding; and 
the said lands, tenements, hereditaments, and premises, hereby specified, and every part and parcel thereof, shall 
revert to us, our heirs and successors, fully and absolutely, as if the same had never been granted. 


Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida; Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter Ches- 
ter, Esquire, our Captain General, and Governor-in-chief in and over our said province, at Pensacola, this 
sixth day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, and in the 


eighteenth year of our reign. 
[e. s.] PETER CHESTER. 
Passed the Secretary’s Office. , PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun., Deputy Secretary. 
West Froripa: j 


Pursuant to a fiat from his excellency Peter Chester, Esq. Captain General and Governor-in-chiefin and over 
His Majesty’s province of West Florida, &c. to me directed, bearing date the sixth day of August, 1778, I hae 
perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do hereby certify that there ,is no error therein apparent to me. 


E. R. WEGG, itorney General. 
Avpitor’s Orricr, 4ugust 6, 1778. 


J. LORIMER, Deputy Auditor. 
Prnsacota, Secretary’s Office. 


I do hereby certify that the within letters patent, Surveyor General’s certificate, together with the certificate 
of the Attorney General, are recorded in the Secretary and Register’s Office of the province of West Florida, in 
liber A, No. 4, page 44. Examined and compared with the said record by 


PH. LIVINGSTON, Jun., Deputy Secretary. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 136, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizzs, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claiment exhibited two deeds, one from A. Gindrat, bearing date the 16th day of June, 1801; conveying to 
Jesse McCall all the said Gindrat’s right, title, and interest, in and to said tract of land; the other deed from Jesse 
McCall, bearing date the 23d of September, 1801, conveying to Samuel Mims all the said McCall’s right, title, and 
claim, to said land, and the improvement thereon. " 

Adam Hollinger and William Pierce were presented as witnesses, and being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; Adam Hollinger further testified, that the land in ques- 
tion was cultivated and inhabited by Samuel Mims. The said Pierce also deposed, that in the year 1795, the land 
in question was cultivated by Samuel Mims; that, from a conversation which he heard between the said Mims and 
William Clark, he was induced to believe, that the Jand was then the property of the said Clark, and that he, the 
said Mims, was the tenant at will of him, the said Clark, and that said Clark was an inhabitant and resident in the 
State of Georgia, on the 27th day of October, 1795. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


A docket of the within grant is entered in book B, folio 42. 


Joseru Sticcins, representative of John Johnson; case No. 235 on the docket of the Board, and No. 83 on the 
books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right to eight hundred acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the 
act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receivin 
and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. , a ” 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying east of the Mobile river, bounded on the east by lands 
belonging to the United States, south, by Mrs. Steel’s donation, west, by the Tensaw lake, and north, by a donation 
of Joseph Stiggins, representative of Coleman and others, is claimed by Joseph Stiggins, representative of John 
Johnson, Esq. by virtue of the first section of said act, under a Spanish warrant, bearing date the 9th February 
1788. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. ~ 

JOSEPH STIGGINS, 
Representative of John Johnson, Esq. 
May 11, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ]} 


It appearing from the files in this case, that there was no plot with the notice, which was filed with the Register 
on the 11th June, 1804, John Milliken, the surveyor, was duly sworn, and did depose, that, to the best of his recol- 
lection and beliet, he filed a plot with said notice, on the 11th day of June, 1804; that the plot which he filed with the 
Register was afterwards brought to him by Stiggins, and that he, Milliken, made out a plot different from the one 
originally filed, and gave it to Stiggins; but, whether he filed the altered plot or the original with the Register he 
could not say, but believed he did file the same, as amended, previous to the first of May, 1805, and that the plot 
now filed was conformable to the one amended by him for Stiggins. 


The claimant exhibited a Spanish warrant of survey, in the words and figures following, to wit: 


Don Estevan Miro, Colonel of the army, Governor of the province of Louisiana: 

Mopixe, January 14, 1788. 

John Johnson, inhabitant within the jurisdiction of Mobile, with all due respect, represents to your excellency 
that there is on the bank of the Tensaw river a vacant piece of land of twenty acres, which to this period never has 
had any proprietor, he therefore humbly expects that the generosity of your excellency will grant him the property of 
said land, with the ordinary depth, giving orders to the Secretary of Government, of your city, for the concession of 
the said titles; therefore he entreats your excellency to grant him this favor. 
JOHN JOHNSON. 


Don Vicent Folch, captain of the regiment of Louisiana and commandant of Mobile. I certify that the land 
which is solicited is vacant, according to the information that has been taken from several inhabitants, and in wit- 
ness whereof I sign this, the date as above. 

VICENT FOLCH. 
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New Orteans, February 9, 1788. 


The surveyor of this province, Don Carlos Laveau Trudeau, will establish this petitioner on the twenty acres of 
land of front, which is solicited, with the common depth of forty acres, in the place indicated in the antecedent memo- 
rial, the same being vacant, and causing no prejudice to any one whatever, under the precise condition of making the 
road and the regular clearing in the term of a years; and this concession to be null if, at the expiration of three years, 
the ground be not established, and until that time not to be alienated; after the fulfilment of which conditions 


the regular titles of propriety will be made out and granted. 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 


Mostte, March 10, 1788. 


I certify that the antecedent copy is equal to its original, which is in the archives of this place. 
SANTIAGO DE LA SAUSSAYE. 


PensacoLa, February 22, 1804. 


I do certify that the above is, to the best of my knowledge and judgment, a faithful translation of a Spanish 
document, transmitted to me by Mr. Joseph Stiggins, inhabitant of Tensaw. 
JAMES INNERARITY. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 232, by Enwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited three deeds or writings, that is to say, a deed from John Johnson, bearing date the 8th 
day of January, 1796, conveying to Arthur Rials, all right, title, and interest, which the said Johnson had to said tract 
of land, and the improvements thereon; a deed from Samuel Lyons, bearing date the 8th day of November, 1796, 
conveying to Joseph Stiggins, al! the said Lyons’s right and title to said land and the improvements; also a deed from 
Arthur Rials, bearing date the 11th day of November, 1796, conveying to Joseph Stiggins all the said Rials’s right, 
title, and claim to the aforesaid tract of land, and the improvements thereon made. 

Reuben Dyer and Benjamin Pyburn were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that, as well as they recollected, the land in ques- 
tion was cultivated on the 27th day of October, 1795, by James Upton or William Hillis, and that the said land 
was cultivated for a considerable time before the year 1795, to the use of John Johnson, and continued in cultiva- 
tion until it went into the possession of the said Upton or Hillis; that the said Johnson was, on the 9th day of Febru- 
ary, 1788, twenty-one years of age, and the head of a familys that the cultivation of the said land, by the said Upton 
or Hillis, was to the use of Samuel! Lyons. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until ‘Tuesday, the 21st instant. 

Tuespay, May 21, 1805. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Adjourned until Friday, the 24th instant. 
Fripay, May 24, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Witi1am WEsBER’s case, commenced in page 818. 

William H. Buford was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the plot and sur- 
vey of the land in question; that the land lay in the county of Washingion, and that the Indian claims to the whole 
of the said land had been extinguished; that it included the improvements of the claimant; and that he, Buford, 
knew of no interfering claim. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Saturday, the 25th instant. 

Sarurpay, May 25, 1805. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Herrs oF VALENTINE Dusroca’s case, No. 236 on the docket of the Board, and No. 49 on the books of the Re- 
gister. 

Claim.—A donation of six hundred thirty-nine acres and nine tenths of anacre, under the second section of the act. 

The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 

To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to land south of the Tennessee river, and east of the Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying east of the Mobile River, bounded northeastwardly 
by lands claimed by Joseph Campbell, as the legal representative of Augustin Rochon, westwardly by the Mobile 
river, and on the south, by vacant land, is claimed by Marton Dubroca, widow, for the use and benefit of the heirs 
to the estate of Valentine Dubroca, deceased, the said Marton Dubroca being his widow, and acting for said estate, 
under and by virtue of the second section of the above mentioned act of Congress, for granting donation lands. To 
all which she begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot now delivered to the Register of the Land Office, to 
be established east of Pearl river, which plot is herewith filed. 


Forr Stoppert, March 31, 1804. 
MILAINE DUBROCA, 
Acting for Marton Dubroca. 


[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed March 26, 1804, by James Gordon. 
Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 120, by Epwarp Lioyp Wattes, for : 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
Adam Hollinger and Richard Barrow were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim. ‘The said Barrow testified, that the land in question 
was cultivated by negroes, said to be the property of Dubroca, and superintended by a young man, son of said Du- 
rear 17973 but whether he cultivated to the use of the claimants, or to his own use, he did not know. 


broca, in the 
The said oe al also testified, that Valentine Dubroca, by his negroes and one of his sons, cultivated a tract of 


land near the Sunflower. . 
Question. Do yo know of more than one person by the name of Dubroca, who was the head of a family in the 
year 1795, 1796, or 1797? 
Answer. I did not. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joseru CAMPBELL, representative of AucustiN Rocuon anv Lovisa Rocnons; case No. 237 on the docket of the 


Board, and No. 65 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A. right, to two thousand three hundred thirty-seven acres and five tenths of an acre, by virtue of two 
Spanish warrants of survey, under the first section of the act. 
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The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, viz: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3rd of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee river, and east of the Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying east of the Mobile River, bounding northwardly by a 
bayou, which divides it from lands surveyed for the estate of Dominique, on the east by vacant land, southwardly, 
by lands known by the name of Daniel Ward’s lands, and on the west, by the said river, is claimed by Joseph 
Campbell, legal representative of Augustin Rochon, said Rochon having sold said lands, or the titles thereof, to the 
said Joseph Campbell, under and by virtue of two Spanish grants or orders of survey, granted to Louisia Rochon 
and the said Augustin Rochon. ‘Toall which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plots, now delivered to 
the Register of the Land Office to be established east of Pearl river, which plots are herewith filed, and the grants 


entered. 
Fort Sroppert, March 31, 1804. 
JOSEPH CAMPBELL. 


[Plot omitted.] 
Surveyed 8th March, 1804, by James Gordon. Chain bearers, John Burgess, William Weathers. 


Entered in record of claims, (east of Tombigbee,) vol. 1, page 129, by Epwarpv Lioyp Wares, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Adam Hollinger and Richard Barrow were presented as witnesses, and being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; that Augustin Rochon cultivated the land in ques- 
tion, from about the year 1793 until the evacuation of the Spanish troops in the year 1799; that they believed he was, 
at that time, twenty-one years of age. ‘That Augustin Rochon continued to cultivate the land in question, with the 
hands of Louisa Rochon, (his mother,) and his own, from the year 1793, until the evacuation of the Spanish troops, 
which took place in the year 1799. 

‘The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


‘Tuomas Bates, Junior’s, case, No. 238 on the docket of the Board, and No. 19 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. _ 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the following words 
and figures, viz: 
To the Commissioners — in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
.  $aater : ‘ : 
ing and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee, in the county of 
Washington, beginning on a cedar post in a field on the bank of 'Tombigbee river, running up the river bank, north, 
eighty-six degrees east, thirty chains; thence, north, sixty-eight degrees east, ten chains; thence, north, fifty-five 
degrees east, fifteen chains; thence, north, eighty-five degrees east, ten chains; thence, north, seventy-five degrees 
east, fifteen chains, to a swamp oak corner, to Richard Turvin on the bank of the rivers; thence, south, forty-five de- 
grees east, seventy-five chains, crossing a cypress swamp to a stake; thence, south, sixty-two degrees west, eighty- 
six chains and fifty links, to a stakes thence, to the beginning, containing six hundred and forty acres, and hath such 
forms and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by Thomas 
Bates, Junior, in and by virtue of the second section of said act, as a donation, and is now exhibited to the Register 
of the Land Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs 
leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 

Marcu 23, 1804. 

THOMAS BATES, Jen. 


(Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed February 28, 1804, by Natt Christmas. Chain bearers, John Barnet, John Hawkins. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side) vol. 1, page 73, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Joseph Bates and Richard Barrow were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the 
Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim. The said Bates testified, that before the year 
1797, throughout that year and ever since, Thomas Bates, Jun., the present claimant, had inhabited and cultivated 
the land in question, and that in the month of April, 1797, he arrived at the age of twenty-one years. 

Question. What kind of cultivation and improvement hath the claimant made on the land by him claimed? 

Answer. Being an unmarried man, he lived near by the land, in my family, but carried on business by himsel!. 
The first year he cleared about seven acres, and in the year 1797 had a crop on the sames he has since regularly 
— his improvements, to about forty acres now under cultivation; his buildings area horse stable and corn 
1ouse. 

Question to the said Barrow. Who cultivated the land in question in the year 1797? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Was Thomas Bates, Jun. twenty-one years of age in 1797? 

Answer. I do not know, but [have reasons to believe he was. 

Question. How many acres has the said Bates in cultivation? 

Answer. I suppose about twenty acres at this time. 

Natt Christinas, surveyor, was duly sworn, and did depose, that Thomas Bates, Junior’s, donation claim exhibit- 
ed to the Board included{the larger part of his improvements and cleared land: that an actual survey was made 
on the river or front of the land, and a few chains on the line above and below running out from the rivers that in 
consequence of high water it was impracticable to complete the survey, except by plotting the same. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Carer, representative of Joseph Campbell; case cominenced in page 816. 

Henry Weathers and Richard Barrow were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claims thet the land in question was cultivated to the 
use of the widow Trouillet in the year 1797, and that she was at that time the head of a family. ‘The said Weath- 
ers also deposed that, in the year 1797, he was hired by the widow Trouillet to work on the lan in questions that 
at that time she lived in the town of Mobile, as well as he recollected. ‘The said Barrow further deposed, that he 
did believe that the widow Trouillet was living on the bluff, nearly opposite the land in question, in the year 1797. 

he Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
_ Nart Curistmas and Lemven Henry’s case; the former commenced in page 816, the latter in page 825; each: 
of whom claim as representative of Michael Hartly. 
~ Rebecca Hartly and William Hartly were presented as witnesses, May 15th, 1805, and, being duly sworn and 
7h, rs fad rd fal ~ whe » . << ' a ‘ ee . 
interrogated by the Board, the said Rebecca deposed, that she should be richer if Natt Christmas got the land than 
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if Mr. Henry got it, but also said, that it made no difference with her, whether Natt Christmas obtained a right to 
the land or not, as he was to pay the same amount in either case; that, as well as she recollected, about three weeks 
ago, on Sunday, young Mr. Henry came to the dwelling house of Michael Hartly, and asked her if Mr. Hartly was at 
home; that she answered that he was not, and then asked him, Henry, if he was acquainted with Hartly; he said he was 
not, to which she replied, that Hartly had just taken his gun and walked out, and that he would return home in a 
short time; that Mr. Henry said he had come to qualify Mr. Hartly about a piece of land, opposite to Nanna Hubba 
Bluff, in the Nanna Hubba Island; that she told Henry that Mr. Hartly could swear nothing in his behalf he said 
that made no difference, that he had come to qualify him, Hartly, to what he knew about the land, and nothing else: 
that Mr. Henry then accompanied her to the cow-pen, where she went to milk the cows; that they had no more 
conversation about the land, until some time after dark, but, that before this time Mr. Henry and Mr. Hartly 
her husband, had both returned to the house; that Mr. Henry then stated to her husband that he, Henry, did noi 
know what to do about the land, and wished that his brother had come himself, as he knew more about these things; 
but, that he would write down what he, Hartly, would swear to about the land, and take it and show it to his brother. 
and that he might then do as he pleased; that Mr. Henry then wrote down, as he read to them, that Michael Hartly 
had cultivated the land in Nanna Hubba Island, in the year 1797, for his own use, or words to that effect: that to 
that writing her husband made his mark. The conveyance made by Hartly to Henry being read to Mistress Hartly 
she said, that she well recollected that Henry read from the beginning of the writing as far as the words in the year 
1797, before and afterwards; but, that the words from thence to the end of the instrument, she did not recollect to 
have heard before, nor did she believe that it ever was read to her or to her husbands; that she had heard read a copy 
of the instrument written by Henry. The said William deposed, that he was not interested in this claim; that he 
heard read a writing that John Henry wrote, and which his father Mr. Hartly made his mark to, but that it only - 
stated, as well as he recollected, that his father cultivated the land_in Nanna Hubba Island, in the year 1797, 
before and afterwards, that he had since heard read a copy of the writing made by John Henry, to which his father 
made his mark; that Henry said that he had come to qualify his father; thet he would take the writing to his 
brother; that he did not think it would be of any account, but his brother might do with it as he pleased. i 

Joseph Bates, Senior, Thomas Bates, Junior, Henry Weathers, John Henry and Adam Hollinger were this day. 
25th of May, presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, they deposed, that they 
were not interested in this claim. ; : 

Question to John Henry. Did you subscribe your name to the instrument of writing from Michael Hartly to 
Lemuel Henry? 

Answer. | did. 

Question. Did you make this instrument of writing? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. Did you read the whole of this writing to the said Michael Hartly within his hearing? 

Answer. I did, in the presence and hearing of him, his wife, and son. 

Question. What consideration did you, or were you to give the said Hartly for the land conveyed by this in- 
strument of writing? 

Answer. ! believe’the principal consideration, or object of Mr. Hartly, was, to prevent Antonio Espaho frou 
obtaining the land in question, and twenty dollars, which I promised should be given to him by Lemuel Henry. 
in case he should obtain said land. 

Question. Was ies instructed by Lemuel Henry to get Michael Hartly, in case you should obtain any instru- 
ment of writing relative to the land in question, to certify in the body of the same, the time of cultivating the 
said land? ; ™ 

Answer. I was. 

Question. When you found that Hartly refused to say or do any thing in support of Espaho’s claim, did not 
Hartly anxiously embrace the opportunity of doing any thing in his power for the support of his own claim, whereby 
said Espaho might be defeated, and he, Hartly, obtain the sum of twenty dollars? . 

Answer. He said he would do any thing in his power. 

Question. From the conversation which passed in Hartly’s family, was it or not generally and well understood 
what was the contents and substance of the instrument of writing from said Hartly to said Henry? 

Answer. It appeared to be well understood. 

Question. From the instructions you received, were there any rational motives for you to commit a fraud? 

Answer. None. 

Question. Did you or not tell Mr. Hartly, that it was two years too late for him to get the land in question? 

Answer. I told Mr. Hartly that it was two years too late for him to get a pre-emption. 

Question. Did you not tell Mr. Hartly, after obtaining the instrument in writing, that it was of no account, but 
that you would take it to your brother, and he might do as he pleased with it? : 

Answer. I told him my brother would support Turnbull’s claim if he could, and if he did, that this instrument 
in writing would die of course. 

Question. Did you not tell Mr. Hartly that your brother had possession of the land in question, and that it was 
impossible for him, Hartly, to get the same? 

Answer. I told him my brother had the land in possession, and wouid continue to hold it under Espaho’s claim if 
he could; that my brother wished to avoid disputes, and had sent me to get his, Hartly’s, right if he had any. 

Question. Why did you not get Mrs. Hartly, or her son William Hartly, to witness this instrument of writing? 

Answer. Because they lived below the line, and I knew of no way of getting them above. a 

Question. Did you not get the paper on which this writing was made, from Mrs. Hartly? 

Answer. I did not; the paper on which this writing was made [ took with me in my pocket book. Mrs. Hartly 
did give a piece of paper, on which I began the instrument of writing, but found the ink spread on it in such a man- 
ner that it would not do, and I then took the paper from my pocket book on which the same is made. 

Question. Did you not endeavor as much as in your power to keep Mr. Hartly ignorant of the value of his title? 

Answer. I did not explain the law to him, and told him I did not think his claim very good, in consequence of 
‘Turnbull’s claim to the same. 

Question. Did you not tell Mr. Hartly that you would make Espaho pay you fifty dollars for riding down there 
to do his business? 

Answer. I told him that Espaho ought to pay for my doing his business below the line, as I had understood by 
the contract between him and my brother, he was to do all that might be necessary below the line. . 

The said Weathers deposed, that he saw Michael Hartly sign the deed of conveyance from him to Natt Christ- 
mas, dated the 27th of April, by making his mark and acknowedging the same, and that he, Weathers, witnessed the 
same by making his mark thereon; that said deed was executed, as well as he recollected, on Sunday. 

_ Question. Did any other person than yourself sign the instrument of writing from Hartly to Christmas, as a 
witness? 

Answer. I do not recollect, I cannot read writing, and do not know whether there was any other witness or not, 
but the paper appears the same as when I made my mark thereto. Mr. Milliken wrote my name, and was present 
when I made my mark. . 

Question. Was Major Christmas present at the making of this contract? 

Answer. He was not. 

Question. Did you hear the contract made 

Answer. I did, and Mr. Milliken gave his note for one hundred dollars, as a consideration therefor. 

Question. Who went down for you asa witness? 

Answer. Mr. Milliken. 

Question. What was he to give you for coming up? 

Answer. Nothing at all; 1 had business of my own at the Bluff. 


rs 











1809. ] LAND CLAIMS IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 831 








Question. Did Mr. Milliken tell you it was absolutely necessary you should come up as a witness? 

Answer. He told me that he wanted me to come and prove the deed which I had witnessed. 

The said Thomas Bates, Jun. deposed, that he heard Mr. Milliken say that he was to give Mr. Hartly one 
handred dollars, if he, Milliken, should hold the land in question. ; _ 

Question. Did you hear Mr. Hartly say whether he was to have any thing for coming to the Board of Commission- 
ers to testify to the instrument of writing from him to Natt Christmasr ; 

Answer. I heard him say he was to have twenty-five dollars, and was to be paid on his return from the Board of 
‘ommissioners. 
ag ec Did you not hear Mr. Milliken say, that he told Mr. Hartly, if he had signed any other instrument of 
writing, conveying the land in question, not to sign the one_to Natt Christmas? ; 

Answer. He said he told him over and often, and that age said that he had not signed any other writing. 

The said Joseph Bates, Sen., deposed, that he heard Mr. Hartly say that he was to have one hundred dollars 
for the land in question, and twenty dollars for his coming up to the Board of Commissioners, as a witness in sup- 
port of the claim of Natt Christmas. = 

The said Hollinger deposed, that he heard Mr. Milliken say that he had bought the land in question, of Mr. 
Hartly, for Natt Christmas, and that said Christmas was to pay said Hartly one hundred dollars for the same, in 
case he, Christmas, should obtain it. } 

Question. Do you or not believe that, if a stranger was to apply to Mr. Hartly to purchase the land in question, 
that he would again sell it? 

Answer. I do expect he would, although I know no harm of the maa. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Antonio Espano, representative of John Turnbull; case No. 239 on the docket of the Board, and No. 15 on 
the books of the Register. 

Claim.—A right to eight hundred acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the 
act. ; ; 
The claimant presented his ciaim, together witha surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, viz: 


70 the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting claims to land,south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate on the east side of Tombigbee river, in the county 
of Washingtion, beginning at a post on said river, being Bates’s lower corner, and running north, twenty-seven 
degrees east, one hundred and twenty-three chains and fifty links, toa stake corner; thence, south, sixty-three 
degrees east, sixty-three chains, toa stake corner; thence, south, twenty-seven degrees west, one hundred and twen- 
ty-three chains fifty links, to the river; thence, up the said river, as plotted, to the beginning; and has such form 
and marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, containing eight hundred acres: 
is claimed by Lemuel Henry, attorney in fact for Antonio Espaho, legal representative of John ‘Turnbull, in and 
by virtue of a Spanish warrant, or order of survey, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office estab- 
lished east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to 


a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
LEMUEL HENRY, 
Marcu 30, 1804. : Attorney in fact for Antonio Espaho. 
[Plot omitted. ] 
Chain bearers, James McConnell and Edmund Smith. 


Surveyed March 28th, 1804, by J. Milliken. 
A Spanish warrant of survey was exhibited as follows, to wit: 
His Excellency Estevan Miro, Brigadier of the Royal army, Governor and Intendant Genéral of the province 


of Louisiana and West Florida, &c. &c. 


John Turnbull, inhabitant in the jurisdiction of Mobile, most respectfully solicits and declares, that there is on 
the Tombigbee river twenty acres of vacant land, situate opposite to land belonging to him, called la Nannahaba, 
the which, until now, has not had a possessor; therefore, he hopes you may grant him the proprietary, and that your 
excellency may give orders unto the Secretary of Government to render him the necessary titles, to the end that 
he might be put in actual possession, and which favor he will ever bear in mind. 

JOHN TURNBULL. 


Mosiie,’ January 2, 1790. 
Mosite, January 4, 1790. 


_ Don Vincente Folch, Captain of the Louisiana regiment, civil and military Commandant of Mobile and its dis- 
trict, certifies that the result of an inquiry made of several inhabitants, is that the land remains vacant, that the 
above named solicits, and as he has sufficient force to improve it, your excellency may make the cession if found suit- 


able. 
VINCENTE FOLCH. 


New Or.eans, January 14, 1790. 


The Surveyor General of this province, Don Carlos Trudeau, will establish the above named petitioner on twenty 
acres of land in front, with the ordinary depth of forty, in the place above mentioned in the foregoing memorial, it 
not being prejudicial to any person, under which supposition the measurement will be extended in continuation and 


remitted to me, that I may forward to the party interested the corresponding titles in favor. 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 


Mosi.e, March 6, 1804. 


Don Joaquin de Osorno, Captain of regiment of infantry of Louisiana, Commandant civil and military of Mobile, 
certifies, that the above writing is a true copy of the original in the archives at my charge. 


JOAQ. DE OSORNO. 


The above is a copy of the Spanish grant. 
THOMAS PRICE. 


The above was compared exact with the original in this office. under my charge, by me, 
JOAQ. DE OSORNO. 


1, Thomas Price, of the post of Mobile, English interpreter for His Majesty the King of Spain, do solemnly swear 
by the Almighty God, and by the Holy Cross, that this is a true and faithful trans!ation of the Spanish grant or wri- 


ting hereto annexed. 
THOMAS PRICE. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, March 21, 1804.—Attest: Davin ParMeLeE 2d, Clerk. 


Entered in record of claims, (east of Tombigbee,) vol. 1, page 58, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for i 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
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Adam Hollinger, Richard Barrow, and Joseph Bates, Sen. were presented as witnesses, and being duly sworn 
and interrogated by the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim. The said Bates also deposed 
that the land in question was cultivated in the years 1793, 1794, and 1795, by a man by the name of Alexander; that 
John Turnbull informed him, Bates, on Nanna Hubba bluff, that he, Turnbull, had permited the said Alexander to 
cultivate the same, and that said Alexander informed him, Bates, that he was on the place by permission of said 
Turnbull, and that the said Turnbull was, on the 14th day of January, 1790, more than twenty-one years of age. 

Question. Where did said Turnbull live in the year 1795? 

Answer. I believe that he lived in the town of Mobile, but [ am not confident. 

Question to the said Barrow. Did John Turnbull cultivate the land in question, in the year 1795? 

Answer. He did nots a man by the name of Alexander cultivated said land in the years 1794 and 1795. 

Question. ‘To whose use did Alexander cultivate this land? 

Answer. To his own use, I believe. ; 

Question. Did you ever hear Alexander say, that he cultivated this land for John Turnbull? 

Answer. I did not, to my recollection. 

Question. Did you ever know of Alexander’s paying any rent to Turnbull? 

: Answer. I did not, but that John Turnbull was, on the 14th day of January, 1790, more than twenty-one years 
of age. 
The said Hollinger deposed, that John Turnbuil did not cultivate the land in question in the year 17953 that 
said land was, at that time, cultivated by a man of the name of Alexander, but whether to his own use or Turnbull’s, 
he knew nots that on the 14th day of January, 1790, John Turnbull was more than twenty-one years of age. 

John Milliken, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and plot returned to the Board of 
Commissioners, by Lemuel Henry, attorney in fact for Antonio Espaho, under a Spanish warrant of survey; that 
this claim interfered with the claim of Joseph Bates, Senior’s, Spanish warrant, Natt Christmas’s donation claim, as 
representative of Michael Hartly, Thomas Bates, Junior’s, donation claim, and J.emuel Henry’s donation claim, as 
representative of Michael Hartly, as represented in the general map of the Nanna Hubba Island, presented to the 
Board by said Milliken. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Adjourned until Wednesday, the 29th instant. - 
Wenpnespay, May 29, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Adjourned until Saturday, the Ist day of June next. 
Sarurpay, June 1, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 

John Milliken, surveyor, being duly sworn,,deposed, that he made the surveys and plots, returned to the Board 
of Commissioners, by the following claimants, to wit: 

James Mills, representative of John Linder, Senior, Spanish warrant of survey; Lemuel Henry, representative 
of John Linder, Senior, Spanish warrant of survey; heirs of Michael Milton, donation claims; John Mills, donation 
claim; Moses Stedham, donation claim; Jesse Ross, representative of Abraham Walker, donation claims; John Ran- 
don, donation claim; William McDaniel, representative of George Phillips, donation claim; Joseph Stiggins, dona- 
tion claim; Jordan Proctor, donation claim; Richard Coleman, donation ciaim; Reuben Dyer, donation claim; James 
Cockaram, representative of Samuel Lyons, donation claim; John Weekley, representative of James Farr, donation 
claim; William Collins, representative of Charles Conway, donation claim; George Weekley, donation claim; Francis 
Steel, donation claim: William Buford, representative of George Weekly, Semor, donation claim; Cornelius Dunn, 
pre-emption claim; William Weekley, pre-emption claims and Simeon Wilks, donation claim; that said plots re- 
spectively contained true representations of the land therein described, according to the best of his knowledge and 
belief, and did include the plantations and improvements of the several claimants; that he knew of no interfering 
lines or claims; that the plot exhibited to the Board, in the case of Joseph Stiggins, representative of John Johnson, 
was made and surveyed in part by him, Milliken; that he believed that it gave a correct view of the land claimed by 
said Stiggins, and included his houses and cleared land; and that it did not interfere with any other claim. 

The Board ordered that these cases be postponed for consideration. 


WitiuaM SuIeEtps’s case, commenced in page 816. 

John Milliken, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and _ plot in this case; that he did 
not make an actual survey of this plot, further than twenty-five chains on the river bank, beginning on cotton tree, and 
plotted the balance of the survey; that this survey, as laid down in the general map of the Nanna Hubba Island, he 
believed to be a more correct representation of the land claimed; that it included the improvements of the claimant. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Jos1aAH FLETCHER’s case, commenced in page 811. 

John Milliken, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and plot in this case; that this 
claim interferes with the claim of Joseph Thompson, under a Spanish warrant of survey, as described in the general 
map of the Nanna Hubba Island, which he made and presented to the Board. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


BenJAMIN Few’s case, commenced in page 805. 

John Milliken, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and plot in this case; that from 
information, he believed that this claim was entirely covered by the claim ot Dominique de Olive, presented to the 
Board by Nicholas Weeks, executor of Dominique, under a Spanish warrant. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


SamuEL TRENp’s case, commenced in page 821. 
John Milliken, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and plot in this case; that the lar- 
ger part of this claim is included within the lines of the donation claim of Francis Killingworth, as described in the 


plot of this claimant. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


JosePH T'Hompson, representative of Adam Hollingers case commenced in page 805. 
_ John Milliken, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and pict in this case; that this claim 
interefered with the donation claim of Samuel Mims, and the donation claim of Josiah Fletcher, as described in the 
general-map of the Nanna Hubba Island which he presented to the Board. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Grorce WEEKLEY, representative of Michael Skipper; case commenced in page 808. 
_ John Milliken, surveyor, being —~ sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and plot in this case; that this claim 
interfered with the donation claim of M 
which he presented to the Board. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


oses Stedham, as described in the general map of Nanna Hubba Island, 
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Herrs oF Joun LinveER, Jun.3 case commenced in page 809. 
John Milliken, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and plot in this cases. that this 
claim interfered with the donation claim of Benjamin Hooven, and included his buildings and nearly all of his cleared 


land, as described in the plot of this claim. ; 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Francis Kinirseworta, representative of William Mills; case commenced in page 807. 

John Milliken, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and plot in this cases that this 
claim interfered with the donation claim of Samuel ‘Trend, as described in the plot of the two surveys. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


BexsaMIN Hooven’s case, commenced in page 810. 

John Milliken, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and plot in this cases that this claim 
interfered with the claim of Linder’s heirs, under a Spanish warrant, as described in the plot of this claimant. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


James Ranpon’s case, commenced in page 812. 

John Milliken, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and at in this case; that this 
claim interfered with the donation claim of Joseph ‘Thompson, as described in the plot of this claimant. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Samvuet Mrw’s case, commenced in page 824. 
_ John Milliken, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and plot in this case; that this 
cliam interfered with the donation claim of Joseph Thompson, as described in the general map of the Nanna Hubba 
island, which said Milliken presented to the Board. 


BeNJANIN STEDHAM’s case, commenced in page 824. 

John Milliken, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and plot in this case; that this 
claim interfered with the donation claim of Francis Ballard, as described in the general map of the Nanna Hubba 
island, which said Milliken presented to the Board. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joseru Tuompson’s case, commenced in page 806. 

John Milliken, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey and plot in this cases that this 
claim interfered with the donation claim of James Randon, as described in his plot. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Witi1aM Prerce and Joun Pierce, representatives of Jeremiah Phillips; case commenced in page 806. 
John Milliken, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey, and Clinch Gray made the plot 
in this cases that the plot, laid in by the claimants, did not represent the land in question, as would more fully ap- 
ear, by referring to said plot, and the general map of the Nanna Hubba island, presented to the Board by said Mil- 
iken; that the interferences would appear on the said general map, where the plot was altered, so as to give a true 
representation of the land claimed. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wiis Pierce and Joun Pierce, representatives of Francis Ballard; case commenced in page 815. 


Jolin Milliken, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that the plot exhibited to the Board in this case, was, as 
he believed, an exact copy of the one filed in the claim of William and John Pierce, as representatives of Jeremiah 
Phillips. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Wednesday, the 5th instant. 

Wepnespay, June 5, 1805. 

The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Saturday, the 8th instant. 
Saturpay, June 8, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


‘Tuomas Barres, Junior’s, case, commenced in page 829. 

Michael Hartly was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, deposed, 
that he had nointerest in this claim; that, in the spring of the year 1797, he helped Thomas Bates, Jun., the present 
claimant, to roll his logs on the land in question, and that said Bates cultivated the same, in that year, to his own 
use; that he was at that time twenty-one years of age, as he, Hartly was informed by the family of the claimant, 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wut Burorp, representative of Conrad Selhoof; case commenced in page 821. 


Richard Coleman and Thomas Marshall were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated 
by the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; the said Coleman further deposed, that, as 
wellas he recollected, in the year 1795, he saw Mr. John Linder, and a Mr. Lott, who was in the employment of 
said Linder, hauling corn to the house of said Linder, which corn, they both told him, they had brought out of Piney 
island, a plantation on the land in question; the said Marshall also deposed, that some time in the latter end of the 
year 1794, he came to Tensaw to live; that in the year 1795, he was on the land in question, at that time known as 
Collett’s island; that he was on the island, and saw the hands of John Linder and his overseer, Mr. Lott, cultivating 
the land in question; that he got roasting ears out of the fields, and that he well recollected that these circumstan- 
ces took place after the death of Townsen. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Narr CuristMas, representative of Michael Hartly; case commenced in page 816. 


Michael Hartly appeared in persou before the Board, and acknowledged the instrument of writing, or deed of 
conveyance, which is noted in page 816, to be his free and voluntary act, and for the uses and to the purposes 


mentioned in said deed. ; ; 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
Natt Curisrmas’s case, No. 240 on the docket of the Board, and No. 87 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right of pre-emption of one hundred and sixty acres, under the third section of the act. 
lhe claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
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To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress, passed the 3d day vA March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to land south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. i 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying in the island known by the name of Nann 
formed by the Cut-off of the rivers T sabres and Alabama, in the county of Wathiasten, beginning mal a 
stake, being Joseph Bates’s lower corner, near the bank of the river; running thence, north, seventy-five degrees 
east, eighty chains; thence, south, to the river Tombigbee; thence, up the margin of said river to the beginning; con- 
taining one hundred and sixty acres: is claimed by Natt Christmas, as a pre-emption, by virtue of the third Section 
of said act, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office east of Pearl river, to be recorded agreeably 
to the directions of said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 


NATT CHRISTMAS. 
Apri 30, 1805, [ Plot omitted.] . 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 242. 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


James Callier and William Buford were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by 
the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claim; that they believed that Natt Christmas, the 
claimant, cultivated the land in question, on the 3d of March, 1803, before and afterwards, and that he was at that 
time twenty-one yearsof age, and the head of a family. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wixuram McDavizx, representative of George Phillips; case No. 241 on the docket of the Board, and No. 39 
on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and thirty-two acres, under the second section of the act. 
__ The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
tollowing, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


_ Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of Tombigbee, on Major’s creek 
in the county of Washington, beginning at an iron wood, and running north, seventy-five degrees east seventy- 
seven chains, to a stake; thence, north, fifteen degrees west, forty-five chains, to a stake; thence, south sixty- 
one degrees east, one hundred and forty-five chains, to a stake; thence, south, twenty chains, to a black gums 
thence, north, eighty-four degrees east, seventy-two chains, to a pine; thence, north, sixty degrees west thirty-five 
chains, to Major’s creek; and thence, with the creek, to the beginning; containing six hundred and thirty-two acres 
having such shape, form and marks, natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot annexed: is claimed by 
William McDaniel, !egal representative of George Phillips, in and by virtue of the second section of said act, as a 
donation, and now exhibited to the Register of the Land Office, east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by 
said act. Toall which he begs leave to refer, as also to the plot herewith filed. 


lage rm enh sy 

egal representative of Georg illips. 

Saale. gal representative of George Phillips 
{ Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed March 23, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, James McConnell and Levi Quails. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side Tombigbee, ) vol. 1, page 113, by Epwarp Lioyv Wartes, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Richard Coleman and William Buford were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn and interrogated 
by the Board, they deposed, that they had no interest in this claim; the said Coleman testified, that, as well ‘as he 
recollected, George Phillips inhabited and cultivated the land in question, in the year 1797, and continued thereon 
until his death; that he was, in the year 1797, twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family; that he, Cole- 
man, believed that the Jand had been in cultivation ever since, to the use of the claimants that he knew that the pre- 
sent claimant had derived his title to the land in question, from Wyseman Walker, the second husband of the 
wife of George Phillips; that said Phillips left, when he died, two children, a son and a daughter; the said Buford 
testified, that he had heard Wyseman Walker, the present husband of the late wife of George Phillips, deceased, 
say, that he, Walker, had sold said land to William McDaniel; that Mrs. Walker, late Mrs. Phillips, had two 
children by George Phillips, her first husband. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Wixu1am Burorp, representative of George Weekley, Sen.; case No. 242 on the docket of the Board, and No. 
53 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A donation of six hundred and forty acres, under the second section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
foliowing, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of the river Tombigbee, bounded 
to the north, by the Major’s creek and John Mills’s lands, to the south by Conrad Selhoof, and to the west by Glade 
Rasley’s claim, and hath such marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed, con- 
taining six hundred and forty acres: is claimed by William Buford, under and in virtue of a donation right, now de- 
livered to the Register of the Land Office, established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. 
‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 


[Plot omitted. } W. BUFORD. 
Surveyed 22d March, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, James McConnell and Levi Qualls. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 123, by Epwarp Lioyp Wat1tes, for 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


Richard Coleman, Thomas Marshall, and John Milliken, were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn 
and interrogated by the Board, they deposed, that they were not interested in this claims the said Coleman testified 
that, as well as he recollected, in the year 1797, the land in question was cultivated by Peter Rolly, a Spanish 
commandant, by permission of John Linder, Sen. who continued thereon until the evacuation of the Spaniards in 
1799; that, as he, Coleman, believed, said Linder was, in the year 1797, twenty-one years of age, and the head of 
a family. 

Epaeations: Has said Jand been cultivated ever since the evacuation of the Spaniards or not? 

Answer. [ do not recollect to have seen the place evacuated. 








Si 
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Question. Has this land been constantly cultivated to the use of John Linder, Sen.? 

Answer. I know of no other claimant. ; 

Question. By whom was this land cultivated on the 3d day of March, 1803? 

Answer. I a not recollect. . 

The said Marshall deposed, that as well as he recollected, he came to live on the land in question, with Peter 
Rolly, a Spanish commandant, who was the tenant of John Linder, Senior; that said Rolly cultivated a considera- 
ble garden on said land, in that year; that, in the same year said Linder removed from the place in question, 
below the present boundary line, to a place called Honeycut’s bluff. ; 

The said Milliken deposed, that he had reason to believe that Arthur Patton resided on, and cultivated the land 
in ——- oe 3d of March, 1803; that he saw Mr. Patton on the place in the fall of the same years and saw 

on the land. ‘ 
7 “Leal Henry being duly sworn, deposed, that he always understood and did believe, that Arthur Patton in 
habited and cultivated the land in question, on the third day of Ma. h, 1803, by and under the permission of John 
Mills, executor of John Linder. ; ; 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Tuesday, the 11th instant. 

Tuespay, June 11, 1805. 

The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 

Adjourned until Friday, the 14th instant. 

Fripay, June 14, 1805. 

The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Joseru CAMPBELL, representative of Augustin Rochon and Louisa Rochon; case commenced in page 828, 
The claimant exhibited two Spanish warrants of survey, in the words and figures following, to wit: 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: Mosite, December 31, 1793. 


Mr. Augustin Rochon of this place, and Lieutenant of its militia, with respect, lays before you that there is 
on the river of Tombigbee twenty acres of vacant land, bounded on the south by a tract that the widow Rochon 
petitioned for, and on the north by a bayou without name, that divides it; and not having had until now any 
owner, and the petitioner having sufficient force for the cultivation, he respectfully prays that the proper titles may 
be passed through the Secretary’s Office of Government; a favor he hopes to receive from your excellency. 


AUGUSTIN ROCHON. 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: Monie, February 20, 1794. 

By the information I have taken from several planters in this jurisdiction, the twenty acres of land petitioned 
for as above is proved to be vacant, and belonging to the King; therefore, if your excellency thinks proper, the 
titles of concession may be passed the Secretary’s Office of Government. 


PEDRO OLIVIER. 


New Orteans, March 2, 1794. 
The Surveyor General of this province, or whoever may be so appointed, will settle the petitioner on ten acres of 
land in front, out of the twenty petitioned for, with the ordinary depth of forty acres; situated in the place ex- 
pressed in the preceding memorial, and not to injure the neighbors; with the precise conditions of making a road 
and regular clearing, in the precise space of one year; and to remain null this concession, if, at the expiration of 
the precise space of three years, the land shall not be found settled, and not in a situation to be alienated: under 
which proposition the survey will be made and remitted to me, in order to furnish the interested the proper title in 


form. BARON DE CARONDELET. 
Mosize, February 25, 1804. 


JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 


I, Joseph Gordou, do solemnly swear by the name of the ever-living God, that this is a true translation of the 
Spanish order of survey hereunto annexed, according to my best knowledge and belief. 


Compared with the original that is in these archives. 


J. GORDON. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, June 14, 1805.—Attest: Davin ParMELEr 2d, Clerk. 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: MositeE, December 31, 1793. 


The widow Rochon of this place, with due respect, appears before you and says, that, on the Tombigbee river, 
there are thirty acres in front with the corresponding depth, of vacant land, having no proprietor: bounded on the 
north by a tract belonging to Mr. Augustin Rochon, and on the south by another that belonged formerly to Mr. Dan- 
iel Ward; and as it is desired that the petitioner has sufficient force for its cultivation, respectfully prays your ex- 
cellency, that the corresponding titles of right may be passed through the Secretary’s Office of Government; a 
favor she hopes to receive from your excellency. 


Widow ROCHON. 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: Mosite, January 20, 1794, 
By the information I have taken from several planters in this jurisdiction, the land petitioned for as above 
is proved to be vacant; and if your excellency thinks proper, the titles of concession may be passed. 


PEDRO OLIVIER. 


New Orteans, March 9, 1794. 
The Surveyor General of this province or whoever may be so appointed, will settle the petitioner on ten acres 
of land in front out of the thirty acres petitioned for, with the ordinary depth of forty acres; situated in the place 
pointed out in the preceding memorial, being vacant, and not to injure the neighbors; with the precise condition of 
making a road and regular clearing in the precise space of one year; and to remain null this concession, if, at the 
end of the precise space of three years, the land shall not be found settled, and not in a situation to be alienated; 
under which proposition the survey will be made and remitted to me, in order to furnish the interested with titles 


in form. 
THE BARON DE CARONDELET. 
Confronted with the original that is in these archives. 
JOAQUIN DE OSORNO. 


I, Joseph Gordon, do solemnly swear in the name of the ever-living God, that this is a true translation of the 
Spanish order of survey hereto annexed, according to my best knowledge and belief. 1 —aeiiain 


Subscribed and sworn before the Board, June 14, 1805.—Attest: Davin ParMELEr 2d, Clerk. 
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_ On the back of the said Spanish orders of survey are two endorsements, in the words and figures following, to 


wit: 
I do assign the within title papers or warrants to Joseph Campbell, for value receiveds as witness my hand and 
seal, this 27th day of February, 1804. _ 
AUGUSTIN ROCHON. {[1. s.] 


Attest: R. H. Girmer, Nicnonas WErEks. 


I do assign the within title papers or warrants to Joseph Campbell, for value receiveds as witness my hand and 


seal, this 27th day of February, 1804. 
AUGUSTIN ROCHON, 
Attest: R. H. Girmer, Nicnomas Werks. 


The claimant exhibited a power or letter of attorney from the widow Rochon, bearing date the 26th February 
1804, authorizing Augustin Rochon to do, in her behalf, as he might think fit in all things respecting her lands A 
the county of Washington, in the Mississippi territory. rm 

Simon Andrey being duly sworn, deposed, that the lands now claimed under the Spanish warrants of survey, 
one in the name of Augustin Rochon, and the other in the name of the widow Rochon, were inhabited and culfi- 
vated on the 27th day of October, 1795, by said Augustin Rochon; that the cultivation was made by his slaves. and 
the slaves of the widow Rochon, his mother; and that she was twenty-one years of age, and the head of a 


family, on the 9th day of March, 1794. ; ; 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


BENJAMIN STEDHAM’s case, commenced in page 813. 

Benjamiu Hooven was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn and interrogated by the Board, he deposed 
that he was not interested in this claims that the land in question was cultivated on the 3d of March, 1803. by 
Moses Stedham: but whether he cultivated to his own use or to the use of the claimant, he, Hooven, did not know; 
that Moses Stedham was, on the 3d of March, 1803, twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. ; 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 

Adjourned until Saturday, the 15th instant. 

Sarurpay, June 15, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Narciso BrovuTin’s case, commenced in page 809. 
The claimant exhibited a deposition in the words and figures following, viz: 


His Excellency the Governor GENERAL: Pensacota, February 12, 1805. 

Mr. James Innerarity of this place, agent for Mr. Young Gains, planter, in the district of Tombighee, with 
the greatest respect appears before you and sets forth, that the said Gains, in order to assure to himself the posses- 
sion of some Jands which he has bought of Narcissus Broutin, in said district, when he was under the dominion of 
His Catholic Majesty, stands in need of the legal testimony of Geraud, of this place, in order to prove that the 
said lands were sowed and cultivated before the American Government took possession of the districts therefore, 
he prays your excellency to call before your tribunal the said Geraud, and make him declare on oath what he knows 
of the following points: If he remembers having ascended the river Tombigbee in the month of October, in the 
year 1795? If afterwards, he observed a plantation situated at the conflux of the rivers Tombigbee and Alabama, 
on the east bank? If he knew to whom belonged that plantation before mentioned, and if the owner of it was a 
Spanish subject? If said plantation was cultivated and sowed at that time, and if there was houses built upon it? 
And after these declarations are made that the original may be returned for the purposes intended, which is a favor 


I hope to merit from the known justice of your excellency. 
JAMES INNERARITY. 


Pensacoia, February 13, 1805. 


In order to legalize the declaration of Felix Geraud, for want of a notary, [ named for the purpose Mr. Mathias 
Cervera and Francisco A. Navarro, the which they accepted, and offered to fulfil the charge preferred, in order to 
legalize the oath; and in due form presented themselves and signed with me. 

VICENTE FOLCH, 
FRANCISCO A. NAVARRO, 
MATHIAS CERVERA. 


On the same day, month, and year, Felix Geraud presented himself before me and the assisting witnesses: and 
it was demanded if he swore by God and the Cross to say the truth to the interrogatory set forth in this notice; he 
said, yes, he swore. i ; 

It was demanded by the tenor of it, the which was stated to him, and that he should make a true declaration of 
all. He said, that he remembered to have ascended the river Tombigbee in the year past of 1795: and that he saw 
there was a plantation between the rivers ‘Tombigbee and Alabama, on the east bank, and that it belonged to Mr. 
Narcissus Broutin, a Spanish planter; that he had houses, &c.; that, in the time of which he spoke, his negroes 
were clearing the land of the plantation, and that he knew the said Broutin then sowed the said plantation; that is 
all he has to say on the business, the which he affirms and ratifies under the oath given: that he is in years. and 
signs this with me and the assisting witnesses. 

FELIX GERAUD, 


FOLCH, 
FRANCISCO A. NAVARRO, 


MATHIAS CERVERA. 


I, Joseph Gordon, do solemnly swear by the ever-living God, that this is a true and faithful translation of the 
Spanish affidavit or writing hereto annexed, according to my best knowledge and belief. . 
J. GORDON. 
Subscribed and sworn before the Board, June 15, 1805.—Atiest: Davin Panme er 2d, Clerk. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
Adjourned until Monday, the 17th instant. 
Monnay, June 17, 1805. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nichoias, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Wednesday, the 19th instant. 
Wepnespay, June 19, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Heirs oF VALENTINE Duproca; case commenced in page 828. 
Simon Andrey was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that_he knew that Valentine Du- 
broca, under whom this claim is made, was the same person under whom George Brewer, as his representative, 
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claims’ land in virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, in the name of said Valentine Dubroca; and that said Du- 
broca died in the _ 1799. ; d ' 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Adjourned until Saturday, the 22d instant. 
Sarurpay, June 22, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Adjourned until Tuesday, the 25th instant. 
Turspay, June 25, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


James CaRPENTER, heir at law to Richard, Caleb, and Joseph Carpenter; case No. 243 on the docket of the 


Board, and No. 1 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A right to one thousand acres, by virtue of a British grant, under, the first section of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, viz: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying east.of the Alabama river, butted and bounded to 
the south and southwest on the lands of Jacob Blackwell, on the north by the river, and on all other sides vacant, 
about forty-five miles from Mobile town, is claimed by James Carpenter, of Adams county, Mississippi territory, 
under and by virtue of a British patent granted to Richard, Caleb, and Joseph Carpenter, as may appear by the 
original patent, now delivered to the Register of the Land Office to be established east of Pearl river, to be re- 
corded as directed by that act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 

JAMES CARPENTER, 
Heir at law to Richard, Caleb, and Joseph Carpenter. 


Fesruanry 4, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


West FL oripa, 88. 
Georce THE THIRD, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, &c. 
To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant, unto Richard, Caleb, and Joseph Carpenter, their 
heirs and assigns, all that tract of land, situated on the east side of the Alabama river, butting and bounding to the 
south and southwest on the land of Jacob Blackwell, and on the northwest side on the river, and on all other parts 
by.vacant land, about forty-five miles from Mobile town, in our province of West Florida, and having such shape, 
form, and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the _ thereof hereunto annexed, as drawn by 
our Surveyor General of lands; which said tract of land contains one thousand acres, and is bounded as by the 
further certificate hereunto likewise annexed, under the hand of our said Surveyor General of lands, in our said 
province, may more fully and at large appear: together with all woods, underwoods, timber, and timber trees, lakes, 
ponds, fishings, waters, watercourses, profits,‘commodities, hereditaments, and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto 
belonging, or in anywise appertaining; together, also, with privilege of hunting, hawking, and fowling, in and upon 
the same, and all mines and minerals, reserving to us, our heirs and successors, all mines of gold and silver: to 
have and to hold the said tract of land, and all and singular the premises, hereby granted, with the appurtenances, 
unto the said Richard, Caleb, and Joseph Carpenter, their heirs and assigns forever, in free and common soceage, 
yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time be- 
ing, or to such other officer as shall be appointed to receive the same, a quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per 
acre, at the feast of St. Michael every year, the first payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michael, which 
shall first happen after the expiration of two years from the date hereof, or within fourteen days after the said feast 
annually: Provided, always, (and this present grant is upon condition,) nevertheless, That the said Richard, Caleb, 
and Joseph Carpenter, their heirs or assigns, shall and do, within three years after the date hereof, for every fifty 
acres of plantable land hereby granted, clear and cultivate three acres at least in that part thereof which he or they 
shall judge most convenient and advantageous, or else do clear and drain three acres of swampy or sunken 
ground, or do drain three acres of marsh, if any such shall be contained thereins and shall further, within the 
time aforesaid, put and keep upon every fifty acres thereof, accounted barren, three neat cattle, and continue 
the same thereon until three acres for every fifty acres be fully cleared and improved: and if it shall so happen 
that there be no part of the said tract of land fit for present cultivation, without manuring and improving the 
same, if the said Richard, Caleb, and Joseph Carpenter, their heirs or assigns, shall, within three years 
trom the date hereof, erect, on some part of the said tract of land, one good dwelling-house, to contain at least 
twenty feet in length, and sixteen feet in breadth; and put on the said tract of land the like number of three 
neat cattle, as aforesaid, on every fifty acres therein contained; or otherwise, if any part of the said tract of 
land shall be rocky or stony ground, not fit for culture or pasture, shall and do, within three years as afore- 
said, besides erecting the said house, begin to employ thereon, and continue to work for three years then next ensu- 
ing, in digging any stone quarry or mine, one good and able hand for every hundred acres thereof, it shall be 
accounted a sufficient cultivation and improvement: Provided, also, That every three acres which shall be cleared 
and worked, or cleared and drained as aforesaid, shall further be accounted a sufficient seating, planting, cultiva- 
tion, and improvement, to save forever from forfeiture fifty acres of land in any part of the tract hereby granted: 
and the said Richard, Caleb, and Joseph Carpenter, their heirs and assigns, shall be at liberty to withdraw their 
stock, or to forbear working in any quarry or mine, in proportion to such cultivation and improvements aforesaid, as 
shall be made upon the plantable lands, swamps, sunken grounds, or marshes therein contained: Provided, also, 
That this grant shall be duly registered in the Register’s Office of this province within six months from the date 
hereof; and, also, that a docket thereof shall be entered in the Auditor’s Office within the same time, if such esta- 
blishment shall take place in this province: Provided, always, That the said Richard, Caleb, and Joseph Car- 
penter, their heirs and assigns, at any time hereafter, having seated, planted, cultivated, and improved the said land, 
or any part thereof, according to the directions and conditions above mentioned, may make proof of such seating, 
planting, cultivation, and improvement, in the general court, or in the court of the county, district, or precinct, 
where the said land lieth, and have such proof certified to the Register’s Office, and there entered with the record 
of this grant, a copy of which, duly attested, shalt be admitted on trial to prove the seating and planting of said 
land: Provided, ways, nevertheless, ‘That if the said Richard, Caleb, and Joseph Carpenter, their heirs and as- 
signs, do not in all things fully comply with, and fulfil the respective directions and conditions herein above set 
forth, for the proper cultivation of the said land, within the time herein above limited for the completion thereof; or, 
if the said Richard, Caleb, and Joseph Carpenter, their heirs or assigns, shall not pay to us, our heirs and successors, 
or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the pcoper officer appointed to receive the same, the said quit- 
rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, on the said feast of St. Michael, or within fourteen days after, annually, 
for every acre contained in this grant, that then, and in eithe: of these cases respectively, this grant shall be void 
any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding; and the said lands, tenements, hereditaments, and 
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premises hereby specified, and every part and parcel thereof, shall revert to us, our heirs and successors, fully and 
absolutely, as if the same had never been granted. 

Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida. Witness our trusty and well beloved Montfort 
Browne. Esquire, our Lieutenant Governor and Commander-in. chief in and over our said province, at Pen- 
sacola, this 22d day of July, in the year of our Lord 1769, and in the ninth year of our reign. 

MONTFORT BROWNE. 


Signed in council, 22d July, 1769. 
Francis Poussetr, Dep. Clk. Council. 


2ecorded 24th July, 1769, book E, folio 19. 
FRANCIS POUSSETT, Dep. Register. 


A deposition was also exhibited in the following words and figures, viz: 
Be it known to all men by these presents. that, on the 23d day of March, Anno Domini 1804, before me, Israel 
E. Trask, duly commissioned and qualified notary public in and for the city of New Orleans, personally came and 
appeared Mr. Stephen Watts, of the city of New Orleans, who, being duly sworn, did depose and say, that he was 
ersonally knowing to the residence of the late Mr. Richard Carpenter, at Baton Rouge, in the province of 
Vest Florida, at the time that said province was surrendered to the arms of Spain; and also that the said Richard 
Carpenter afterwards moved to the district of Natchez, then under the sovereignty of Spain, where the said Richard 


continued, and died a Spanish subject. : : 
In testimony whereof, | have hereunto subscribed my name, and affixed my seal, the day and year aforesaid. 


I. E. TRASK, Nolary Public. [. s.] 
Entered in record of claims, (east of ‘Tombigbee, ) vol. 1, page 1, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


ALEXANDER MacuLiacu, representative of Thomas Underwood; case No. 244 on the docket of the Board, 
and No. 90 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A right to five hundred acres, by virtue of a British grant to Thomas Underwood, under the first sec- 
tion of the act. 
The claimant presented his claim, without any plot, in the words and figures following, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed for receiving und adjusting claims to lands within the Mississippi territory 
south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river, by virtue of an act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803. 


GENTLEMEN: 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situate, lying, and being within the Mississippi terri- 
tory, is claimed by Alexander Macullagh, nephew and heir at law of Alexander Macullagh, formerly of Pensacola, 
in the province of West Florida, deceased, who died intestate; and that the indenture, or deed of conveyance. 
mentioned in the following statement, and now delivered unto the Register of the Land Office, opened under and 
by virtue of said act, for lands lying east of Pear! river, will evince his right and title to the same. ‘To all which, 


for greater certainty, reference is hereby made. 
ALEXANDER MACULLAGH. 


This is a tract of five hundred acres of land, situate about sixty-five miles above the town of Mobile, on the east 
side of the Alabama river, butting and bounding west on said river, and on all other sides by vacant land. The 
title to this tract will appear, first, by an indenture, or deed of conveyance, bearing date Ist January, 1779, from 
Thomas Underwood to Alexander Macullagh, for five hundred acres of land, the quantity now claimed. The 
original grant, or patent, to Thomas Underwood is lest or mislaid, but your claimant hopes that, reference being 
had to the British records of West Florida, it will appear to have existed; he therefore trusts, by such documents, 
the said claim will be satisfactorily established, should your honorable Board think the same sufficient. 


Entered in record of claims, (on the east side,) vol. 1, page 246. 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed of conveyance from Thomas Underwood, bearing date the 1st of January, 1779. 
legally and fully executed, and duly recorded, conveying to Alexander Macullagh all the said Underwood’s right, 
title, and claim in and to the said tract of land. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Asian Hunt, representative of Augustin Rochon; case No. 245 on the docket of the Board, and No. 89 on the 
books of the Register. 

Claim.—A right to one thousand acres, by virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, under the first section of the 
act. 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, viz: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting.claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, situated on the east side of the Tombigbee river, beginning 
at a live oak tree, nearly opposite to Fort Stoddert, running south, sixty-two degrees east, one hundred and twenty- 
six chains fifty-three links, to a stake; thence, north, twenty-eight degrees east, seventy-eight chains seventy- 
five links, to a stakes thence, north, sixty-two degrees west, one hundred and twenty-six chains fifty-three links. 
to a stake on the bank of the river; thence, down the said river, with its meanders, to the beginning: is claimed 
by Abijah Hunt, in and by virtue of a deed of conveyance from Joseph Campbell, who claims by virtue of a Span- 
ish warrant, or order of survey, given by the Spanish Government to Augustin Rochon, and by him transferred 
to the said Joseph Campbell. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the plot annexed. 

NICHOLAS PERKINS, 
Agent for Abijah Hunt. 


[Plot omitted. ] 
Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 243, by Epwarp Lioyp Waltzes, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a deed from Joseph Campbell and Isabella Campbell, bearing date the 16th day of De- 
cember, 1801, conveying to Abijah Hunt all the said Joseph’s and Isabella’s right and title in and to the said tract 


of land. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
Heres or Ropert Farmer; case No. 246 on the docket of the Board, and No. 5 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A right to five hundred aud forty-two acres, by virtue of a deed from Francis Daran, under the first 
section of the act. 
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The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for 
receiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice; that the following tract of land or island, situated on the east side of Tombigbee river, 
eleven leagues from Mobile, on the Tensaw river and lake, first beginning on Tensaw lake, at three water oaks; 
thence, south, twenty degrees west, nine chains; thence, south, forty degrees west, thirty-six chains, to a white 
hickory, on the Tensaw river; thence, down said river, south, thirty-five degrees east, eighty chains; thence, south, 
fifteen degrees east, fifty-seven chains; thence, north, forty-five degrees east, nineteen chains; thence, north, eighty 
degrees east, forty-two chains, to a small water oak; thence, up Brier’s creek, or Tensaw Jake, north, thirty-five de- 
grees west, thirty-eight chains; thence, north, sixty degrees west, thirty-one chains; thence, north, twenty-five 
degrees west, thirty-two chains; thence, north, forty-two degrees west, twenty-four chains; thence, north, thirty- 
nine degrees east, twenty chains fifty links; thence, north, four degrees west, twenty chains, to a large cypress; 
thence, through Dyer’s Cut-off, north, thirty-one degrees west, seven chains; thence, north, seventy degrees west, 
eight chains; thence, south, seventy-five degrees west, ten chains, to the beginning; and hath such forms and 
marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed; containing, in the whole island, five 
hundred and forty-two acres, more or less: is claimed by Otto V. G. Barberie, of New-York, attorney in fact for 
the heirs of Major Robert Farmer, under and in virtue of a deed of conveyance from Francis Daran to Robert Far- 
mer, dated Mobile, West Florida, on the eleventh day of June, 1764, now delivered to the Register of the Land 
Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, 
as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 


OTTO V. T. BARBERIE. 
Forr Sroppert, March 19, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. } 


Surveyed March 15, 1804, by John Milliken. Chain bearers, James McConnell and Levi Qualls. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 24, by Enwarp Lioyp Wates, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The claimants presented a writing in the following words and figures, to wit: 


We, Peter Hannibal Develle, chevalier of the order royal and military of St. Louis, late lieutenant of the King at 
Mobile, certifies that the deceased, Mr. Boissy, when living, an officer of the infantry, has laid out and established, tif- 
teen years past, with the approbation of the governors and ordinators of the province of Louisiana, a plantation, situated 
at Tensaw, about eleven leagues from Mobile, containing seventy arpents of fronts besides, there is comprised a low 
point of wood, bounded to the southeast by the river, aiad to the north by a bay, which land Madam Populus has 
held and possessed for some years past by inheritance of the said deceased Boissy, her husband. In faith of which, 
we have delivered the present certificate, for to serve hum, and to validate the titles of property of the said land and 


its dependencies. 
DEVELLE. 

Mosite, December 9, 1763. . 

Subjoined to the foregoing certificate is another writing in the French Janguage, unaccompanied with any transla- 
tion, purporting to be a certificate, bearing date the 9th day of December, 1763, from the then Governor of New Or- 
leans, under his hand and seal, and countersigned by the Secretary of Government, certifying that the aforesaid 
land and its dependencies belonged to Madam Populus. Another writing in the French language, without any 
translation of the same, was exhibited, bearing date the 28th day of December, 1763, purporting to be a bill of sale 
from Madam Populus to Daran, conveying to him the land abovementioned. 

The claimants also exhibited a deed from Francis Daran, bearing date the 11th day of June, 1764, conveying to 
Robert Farmer, Esquire, all the said Madam Populus’s right and title to said land, and the buildings and improve- 
ments thereon. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Heirs oF Rosert Farmer; case No. 247 on the docket of the Board, and No. 4 on the books of the Register. 


ei ate right to five hundred and twenty acres, by virtue of a deed from Peter Deforge, under the first. sec- 
tion of the act. 

The claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiving 
and adjusting the claims to lands south of the Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of Jand, on the north end of an island, situate on the east side of 
Tombigbee river, on the Tensaw river, about eleven leagues from Mobile; first beginning on the Tensaw river at a 
small water oak; thence, up said river, north, thirty-five degrees west, sixty-five chains, to an elm and the forks of 
the lake and river; thence, up a creek, south, thirty-eight degrees west, twenty-eight chains; thence, south, seven- 
ty-seven degrees west, thirteen chains; thence, north, fifty-two degrees west, nineteen chains; thence, north, nine- 
teen degrees west, seven chains; thence, south, seventy-five degrees west, thirteen chains fifty links, to a mulberry 
on the creek Sabordins thence, down said creek, south, five degrees west, fourteen chains, to a gut; thence, south, 
thirty degrees west, forty chains; thence, south, twenty-four degrees east, eighty chains, to an ash; thence, across 
the island, north, seventy-nine degrees east, one hundred and ten chains, to the beginning; and hath such forms and 
marks, both natural and artificial, as are fully represented in the plot annexed; containing five hundred and twenty 
acres, more or less: is claimed by Otto V. T. Barberie, of New York, attorney in fact for the heirs of Major 
Robert Farmer, under and in virtue of a deed of conveyance from Peter Deforge to Robert Farmer, dated 1st of 
November, 1768, now delivered unto the Register of the Land Office‘established east of Pearl river, to be recorded 
as directed by said act. To all which he begs leave to refer, as also to the copy of the plot herewith filed. 


OTTO V. T. BARBERIE. 


Forr SroppeErt, March 19, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 


Surveyed March 14, 1804, by J. Milliken. Sworn chain carriers, James M’Connell and Levi Qualls. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side Tombigbee, ) vol. 1, page 13, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimants exhibited a deed from James Lucian, bearing date the 25th day of March, 1767, conveying to 
Peter Deforge all the right .and title of the said Lucian to his plantation, situated at Tensaw, bounding with the 
plantation of Lafrance. . 

Deeds of lease and release were also exhibited from Peter Deforge, bearing date the 1st day of November, 1768, 
conveying to Robert Farmer, Esquire, all the said Deforge’s right, title, and interest in and to the said five hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land, and to the buildings and improvements thereon made. 

The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 





CA ia i 


ei sarees 
Socom 


iy 
‘ 


it 








840 PUBLIC LANDS. [1809. 





Wiutram Burorp, representative of Conrad Selhoof; case commenced in page 821. 
The claimant returned the following order and affidavit, viz: 
Boarp or Commissioners, Wasuineton Country, Friday, May 24, 1805. 


William Buford having appeared before the Board, and, on solemn oath, declared that he has a claim pending 
before the said Board, in his own behalf, as representative of Conrad Selhoof, for eight hundred acres of land, on the 
east side of the Alabama river, founded upon a title derived under a Spanish warrant of survey dated at New Or- 
leans the 9th day of February, 1788; and that Mary Mills, wife of Major John Mills, and Mary Coleman, wife of 
Richard Coleman, are material and important witnesses in support of his said claim, and that they, he verily be- 
lieves, and each of them, are now in such a state of health, occasioned by severe sickness or personal inability, that 
it is impracticable for them, or either of them, personally to appear before the Board, to give their or either of their 


testimony in the premises. 
W. H. BUFORD. 


_ Whereupon, it is ordered by the Board that the said Mary Mills, wife of Major John Mills, and Mary Coleman, 
wife of Richard Coleman, be duly qualified before some lawful magistrate of the county, who is not interested in 
the case, to give true and correct answers to the interrogatories hereto subjoined, and to such other interrogatories 
as may be proposed to them, or either of them; and their and each of their answers shall be certified to this Board 
by the magistrate taking the same, in due form of law. : 

By order of the Board. 
Attest: DAVID PARMELEE 2d, Clerk. 


Question. Have you or either of you any interest in or by the establishment of the present claim? 

Answer. I have no interest in the establishment of the present claim. 

Question. How long has the land now claimed been in the occupancy and possession of the present claimant, and 
those under whom he holds? 

Answer. It has been in the occupancy of Selhoof, or the man commonly called Collet, sixteen years, and in the 
possession of Buford, the representative of Selhoof, about eighteen months. 

Question. Have these persons held an uninterrupted possession, holding out all others therefrom, and no other 
person claiming any right thereto? 

ae They have held an uninterrupted possession, and no person whatever, within my knowledge, has claimed 
any right thereto. 

Question. Was the land now claimed by William Buford, as representative of Conrad Selhoof, inhabited and 
cultivated on the 27th day of October, 1795, and for whose use and benefit? 

Answer. In January, 1798, Selhoof, or commonly called Collet, departed this life: then, the heirs of Selhoof or 
Collet sold it to John Linder, senior, who cultivated it for one year, or perhaps more. 

Question. Was Conrad Selhoof on the 9th day of February, 1788, the head of a family, or twenty-one years of age? 

Answer. He was, on the 9th of February, 1788, the head of a family, and twenty-one years of age. ; 

Question. What kind of cultivation and improvement was made on the land in question? 

Answer. Corn and rice were cultivated on the Jand in question. 

Question (by Mr. as Do you know Selhoof to be the man commonly called Collet? 

Answer. He was commonly called Collet, but he, at all times, signed his name Selhoof, 

Question (by Mr. veya Do you know of Cornelius McCurtin having power of attorney from the widow of 
Selhoof or the man called Collet? ; 

Answer. Cornelius McCurtin at all times acted as the attorney in fact for the widow of Selhoof or the man com- 


monly called Collet. 


Mississtre1 Territory, Washington county: 

Personally appeared before me, Mary Mills, wife of Major John Mills, and, being sworn, saith, that the 
answers to the within several questions are true, to the best of her knowledge. Sworn and subscribed to, before 
me, this 26th June, 1805. 

MARY MILLS. 


Ficures Lewis, J. P. 


MississipP1 Territory, Washington county: 


I do hereby certify, that Mary Mills, wife of Major John Mills, personally appeared before me, and sub- 
scribed the oath, above written, relative to the truth of the several within answers, and these interrogatories were 


sealed up by me this 26th June, 1805, 
FIGURES LEWIS, J. P. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
Adjourned until Friday, the 28th instant. 
Fripay, June 28, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Bensamin STEDHAM’s case, commenced in page 813. 


Theodore Brightwell was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that the land in question was 
cultivated by Moses Stedham, the son of the claimant, in the years 1801, 1802, and 1803; that the land being 
situated in an island, it was not usual for people to inhabit thereon; that he had seen corn growing on the cleare 
land, within the lines of this claim, in each of the years aforesaid; but could not say whether Moses Stedham culti- 
vated by the permission, or for the use and account, of Benjamin Stedham, his father, or for his own use and account 
and without his father’s authority; that Benjamin Stedham, the claimant, was, on the 3d day of March, 1803, more 


than thirty years of age. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Heirs of Pergr Derorce; case No. 248 on the docket of the Board, and No. 68 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right to one hundred and e‘ght acres, by virtue of a British grant, under the first section of the act. 
‘ — claimants presented their claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
ollowing, viz: 


To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to lands cast of Pearl river. 


Please to take notice,.that the following tract of land, situated.on the west side of the river Tensaw, bounded 
on the southeast by land belonging to Robert Farmer, northeast by the river Tensaw, and on the other sides by 
vacant land, bearing date the 22d day of September, 1778, containing one hundred and eight acres, is claimed by 
the heirs of Peter Deforge, in and by virtue of a British grant, and is now exhibited to the Register of the Land 
Office established east of Pearl river, to be recorded as directed by said act. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as 


also to a copy of the plot herewith filed. 
FRANCISCO FONTANILLA 


Manca 31, 1804. Legal Representative of the heirs of Peter Deforge. 


[Plot omitted. } 
Surveyed 22d day of September, 1778, by Elias Durnford, Surveyor General. 
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A British grant was exhibited in the words and figures following, viz: 


West FLoripa, 83. 
Grorce THE Tuirp, by the grace of God, of Great Briain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, &c. 
0 all io whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant, unto Peter Deforge, his heirs and assigns, all 
that tract of land, situated on the west side of the river Tensaw, bounded on the southeast by land belonging to 
Robert Farmer, Esq., northeast by the river Tensaw, and on the other sides by vacant land, distant from Pensacola 
about seventy miles, in our province of West Florida, and having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and 
artificial, as are represented in the plot thereof, hereunto annexed, as drawn by our Surveyor General of lands; 
which said tract of land contains one hundred and eight acres, and is bounded as by the further certificate hereunto 
likewise annexed, under the hand of our said Surveyor General of lands, in our said province, may more fully and 
at large appears together with all woods, underwood, timber and timber trees, lakes, ponds, fishings, waters, water- 
courses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, aud appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging, or in any wise 
appertaining; together, also, with privilege of hunting, hawking, and fowling in and upon the same, and all mines 
and minerals, reserving to us, our heirs and successors, all mines of gold and silver: to have and to hold the said 
tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby granted, with the appurtenances, unto the said Peter Deforge, 
his heirs and assigns, forever, in free and common soccage; yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and successors, or 
to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time being, or to such other officer as shall be appointed to receive 
the same quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, at the feast of St. Michael every year; the first payment to 
commence on the said feast of St. Michael which shall first happen after the expiration of two years from the date 
hereof, or within fourteen days after the said feast annually: Provided always, (and this present grant is upon con- 
dition,) nevertheless, That the said Peter Deforge, his heirs or assigns, shall and do, within three years after the date 
hereof, for every fifty acres of plantable land hereby granted, clear and cultivate three acres, at least, in that part 
thereof which he or they shall judge most convenient and advantageous, or else do drain and clear three acres of 
swampy or sunken ground, or do drain three acres of marsh, if any such shall be contained therein; and shall fur- 
ther, within the time aforesaid, put and keep upon every fifty acres thereof, accounted barren, three neat cattle, and 
continue the same thereon until three acres for every fifty acres be fully cleared and improved: and if it shall so 
happen that there be no part of the said tract of land fit for present cultivation, without manuring and improving the 
same, if the said Peter Deforge, his heirs or assigns, shall, within three — from the date hereof, erect on some 
part of the said tract of land one good dwelling-house, to contain at least twenty feet in length and sixteen in 
breadth, and put on his said Jand the like number of three neat cattle, as aforesaid, on every fifty acres therein con- 
tained; or, otherwise, if any part of the said tract of land shall be stony or rocky ground, not fit for culture or pas- 
ture, shall and do, within three years, as aforesaid, besides erecting the said house, begin to employ thereon, and 
continue to work for three years then next ensuing, in digging any stone quarry or mine, one good and able hand 
for every hundred acres thereof, it shall be accounted a sufficient cultivation and improvement: Provided, also, 
That every three acres which shall be cleared and worked, or cleared and drained, as aforesaid, shall further be ac- 
counted a sufficient seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement, to save forever from forfeiture fifty acres of 
land in any part of the tract hereby granted; and the said Peter Deforge, his heirs and assigns, shall be at liberty 
to withdraw his or their stock, or to forbear working in any quarry or mine, in proportion to such cultivation and 
improvements aforesaid, as shall be made upon the plantable Jands, swamps, sunken grounds, or marshes therein 
contained: Provided, also, That this grant shall be duly registered in the Register’s Office of this province, within 
six months from the date hereof; and, also, that a docket thereof shall be entered in the Auditor’s Office, within the 
same time, if such establishment shall take place in this province. Provided, always, That the said Peter Deforge, 
his heirs and assigns, at — time hereafter, having Booed planted, cultivated, and improved the said land, or any 
part thereof, according to the conditions and directions above mentioned, may make proof of such seating, planting, 
cultivation, and improvement, in the general court, or in the court of the county, district, or precinct where the 
said land lieth, and have such proof certified to the Register’s Office, and there entered with the record of this grant, 
a copy of which, duly attested, shall be admitted on trial, to prove the seating and planting of the said land: Pro- 
vided always, nevertheless, That, if the said Peter Deforge, his heirs and assigns, do not in all things fully comply 
with and fulfil the respective directions and conditions herein above set forth, for the proper cultivation of the said 
land, within the time herein abeve limited for the completion thereof; or, if the said Peter Deforge, his heirs or 
assigns, shall not pay to us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the proper 
officer appointed to receive the same, the said quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, on the said feast of St. 
Michael, or within fourteen days after, annually, for every acre contained in this grant, that then, and in either of 
these cases, respectively, this grant shall be vuid, any thing contained therein to the contrary notwithstanding; and 
the said lands, tenements, hereditaments, and premises, hereby specified, and every part or parcel thereof, shall 
revert to us, our heirs and successors, fully and absolutely as if the same had never been granted. 7 3 


Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida. Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter 
Chester, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over our said province, at 
Pensacola, this 16th day of April, in the year of our Lord 1779, and in the nineteenth year of our reign. 

PETER CHESTER. 


Passed the Secretary’s Office: 
Euinu Haut Bay, Deputy Secretary. [u.s.] 


Wesr Frorina, ss. 


Pursuant to a fiat from his excellency Peter Chester, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, and Commander- 
in-chief in and over his Majesty’s province of West Florida, &c. &c. to me directed, bearing date the 16th day of 
April, 1779, I have perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do hereby certify, that there is no error 


therein apparent to me. 
E. R. WEGG, Attorney General. 


Pensacota, AupiTor’s Orrice, 4pril 16, 1779. 

A docket of the within grant is entered in book B, page 59, per 
J. LORIMER, Deputy Auditor. 
Pensacoia, West Fioripa, Secretary’s Orrice, pril 16, 1779. 


I do hereby certify that the within letters patent, Surveyor General’s certificate, ‘and the certificate of the 
naga General, are recorded in the Secretary and Register’s Office of the province of West Florida, in liber A, 
No. 3, page 490. 


Examined, and compared with the said record, by 
ELIHU HALL BAY, Deputy Secretary and Register. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side, ) vol. 1, page 141, by Epwarp Lioyp Waizss, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 
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Georcr Burpon’s case, No. 249 on the docket of the Board, and No 74 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right to two hundred acres, by virtue of a British grant, under the first section of the act. 
, Rc he claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
ollowing, to wit: 

This survey was made the 19th day of July. 1779, =f virtue of a warrant from Peter Chester, Governor of West 
Florida, dated the 8th day of May, 1779, certified by Elias Durnford, Surveyor General. 

Isaac Gilliard and Benjamin Farrar claim this land, as attorneys in fact, for Mr. George Burdon. 


West Fiorina, ss. 


Georcr THE Tuirp, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, §c. 
To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we,of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant, unto George Burdon, who served as a Lieu- 
tenant in America last war, his heirs and assigns, all that tract of land, situated on an island, enclosed by Tombig- 
bee, Tensaw, and Brier creek; east by land surveyed for Joseph Jackson, and a small bayou, north, by a bayou, 
west by vacant land, in our province of West Florida; and having such shape, form, and marks, both natural and 
artificial, as are represented in the plot thereof hereunto annexed, as drawn by our Surveyor General of lands; 
which said tract of land contains two hundred acres, and is bounded as by the further certificate hereunto likewise 
annexed, under the hand of said Surveyor General of lands, in our said province, may more fully and at large 
appear; together with all woods, underwood, timber, and timber-trees, lakes, ponds, fishings, waters, water 
courses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging, or in anywise 
appertaining; together, also, with privilege of hunting, hawking, and_fowling, in and upon the same, and all mines 
and minerals; reserving to us, our heirs and successors, all mines of gold and silver: to have and to hold the said 
tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby granted, with the appurtenances, unto the said George Bur- 
don, his heirs and assigns, forever, in free and common soccage; yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and succes- 
sors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, for the time being, or to bx 4 other officer as shall be appointed 
to receive the same quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, at the feast of St. Michael, every year, the first 
payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michael, which shall first happen after the expiration of ten years 
from the date hereof, or within fourteen days after the said feast annually. Provided, always, and this present 
grant is upon condition, nevertheless, that the said George Burdon, his heirs or assigns, shall and do, within three 
years after the date hereof, for every fifty acres of plantable land hereby granted, clear and cultivate three acres at 
least in that part thereof which he or they shall judge most convenient and advantageous; or else do clear and drain 
three acres of swampy or sunken ground; or do drain three acres of marsh, if any such shall be contained therein: 
and shall further, within the time aforesaid, put and keep upon every acre thereof, accounted barren, three neat 
cattle, and continue the same thereon until three acres, for every fifty acres, be fully cleared and improved; and 
if it shal! so happen that there be no part of the said tract of land fit for present cultivation, without manuring and 
improving the same, if the said George Burdon, his heirs or assigns, shall, within three years from the date hereof, 
erect, on some part of the said tract of land, one good dwelling house, to contain at least twenty feet in length ;and 
sixteen feet in breadth, and put on his said land the like number of three neat cattle, as aforesaid, on every fifty 
acres therein contained; or, otherwise, if any part of the said tract of land shall be og or rocky ground, not fit 
for culture or pasture, shall and do, within three years, as aforesaid, besides erecting the said house, begin to em- 
ploy thereon, and continue to work for three years, then next ensuing, in digging any stone quarry or mine, one 
good and able hand for every hundred acres thereof, it shall be accounted a sufficient cultivation and improvement. 
Provided, also, That every three acres, which shall be cleared and worked, or cleared and drained, as aforesaid,. 
shall further be accounted a sufficient seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement, to save forever from for- 
feiture fifty acres of land, in any part of the tract hereby granted. And the said George Burdon, his heirs and 
assigns, shall be at liberty to withdraw his or their stock, or to forbear working, in any quarry or mine, in propor- 
tion to such cultivation and improvements aforesaid, shall be made upon the plantable lands, swamps, sunken 
grounds, or marshes, therein contained: Provided, also, That this grant shall be red registered in the Register’s 

flice of this province, within six months from the date hereof, and also that a docket thereof shall be entered in 
the Auditor’s Office within the same time, if such establishment shall take place in this province: Provided, always, 
That the said George Burdon, his heirs and assigns, at any time hereafter, having seated, planted, cultivated, and 
improved the said land, or any part thereof, according to the directions and conditions above mentioned, may make 
proof of such seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement in the general court, or in the court of the county, 
district, or precinct, where the said land lieth; and have such preof certified to the Register’s Office, and there 

entered with the record of this grant, a copy of which, duly attested, shall be admitted on trial to prove the seatin 

and planting of the said land: Provided, always, nevertheless, That if the said George Burdon, his heirs an 
assigns, do not in all things fully comply with, and fulfil the respective directions and conditions therein above set 
farth, for the proper cultivation of the said land within the time herein above limited for the completion thereof; or 
ifthe said George Burdon, his heirs or assigns, shall not pay to us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver 
General of our quit-rents, or to the proper officer appointed to receive the same, the said quit-rent of one halfpenny 
sterling, per acre, on the said feast of St- Michael, or within fourteen days after, annually, for every acre contained 
in this grant, that then, and in either of these cases, respectively, this grant shall be voids; any thing contained 
herein to the contrary notwithstanding; and the said lands, tenements, hereditaments, and premises hereby speci- 
fied, and every part or parcel thereof, shall revert to us, our heirs and successors, fully and absolutely, as if the 
same had never been granted. This grant being in pursuance of our royal proclamation, of the seventh day of 

October in the third year of our reign. 

Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida. Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter 
Chester, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over said province, at Pen- 
sacola, this seventeenth day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 


nine, and in the nineteenth year of our reign. 
PETER CHESTER. 


Passed the Secretary’s office. 
West Froripa, 8s. Exuinu Haut Bay, Deputy Secretary. 


Pursuant to a fiat from his excellency Peter Chester, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, and Commander- 
in-chief in and over His sexi he province of West Florida, &c. &c., tome directed, bearing date the 17th day 
of August, 1779, I have perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do hereby certify that there is no error 


therein apparent to me. 
Pensacota, Auprror’s OrricE, August 17, 1779. 


A docket of the within grant is entered in book B, page 65. : 
: J. LORIMER, Leputy Auditor. 
Pensacota, West Fioripa, Secretary’s Orrice, Jugust 17, 1779. 


I do hereby certify that the within letters patent, Surveyor General’s certificate, and the certificate of the Attorney 
General are recorded in the Secretary and Register’s Office of the province of West Florida, in liber N, No. 3, 
age 520. : 
. Examined and compared with the said record, by ; 
Entered in record of claims (east side,) vol. 1, page 189. 





, ' JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


§ 
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Tueopore Gariarp, representative of Allen Grant; case No. 250 on the docket of the Board, and No. 70 
on the books of the Register. 

Claim.—A right of one hundred acres of land, by virtue of a British grant of survey, under the first section of 
the act. Foal . | . 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, viz: 

This survey was made the 22d day of September, 1779, by virtue of a warrant from Peter Chester, Governor of 
West Florida, dated the 9th day of July, 1779, certified by Elias Durnford, Surveyor General; this land is claimed 
by Isaac Gaillard and Benjamin Farrar, as attorneys in fact to Theodore Gaillard, who is the holder of Allen 
Grant’s bond, to make titles to the said land, which bond and the patent is recorded with the Register of the district 
of Washin gton. 

[Plot omitted. ] 
Wesr Fiorina, ss. 
GrorcE THE Tuirn, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, 
&c. To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and, by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant, unto Allen Grant, his heirs and assigns, all that 
tract of land, situated on the east side of Brier creek, bounded west by lands surveyed for Samuel Fontanella, south 
by vacant land, and east by Joseph Jackson’s land, in our province of West Florida, and having such shape, form, 
and marks, both natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot thereof hereunto annexed, as drawn by our 
Surveyor General of land; which said tract of land contains one hundred acres, and is bounded as by the further 
certificate hereunto likewise annexed, under the hand of said Surveyor General of lands in our said province, may 
more fully and at large appear; together with all woods, underwood, timber and timber trees, lakes, ponds, fishings, 
waters, water-courses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging, or 
in anywise appertaining; together, also, with privilege of hunting, hawking, and fowling in and upon the same, 
and all mines and minerals, reserving to us, our heirs and successors, all mines of gold and silver: to have and to 
hold the said tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby granted, with the appurtenances, unto the 
said Allen Grant, his heirs and_assigns, forever, in free :and common soccage. yielding and paying unto us, our 
heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time being, or to such other officer as shall 
be appointed to receive the same quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, at the feast of St. Michael every year; 
the first payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michael which shall first happen after the expiration of two 
years from the date hereof, or within fourteen days after the said feast, annually: Provided, always, (and this pre- 
sent grant is upon condition,) nevertheless, That the said Allen Grant, his heirs or assigns, shall and do, within 
three years, after the date thereof, for every fifty acres of plantable land hereby granted, clear and cultivate three 
acres at least in that part thereof which he or they shall judge most convenient and advantageous, or else do clear 
and drain three acres of swampy or sunken ground, or do drain three acres of marsh, if any such shall be contained 
therein; and shall further, within the time aforesaid, put and keep upon every fitty acres thereof, accounted barren, 
three neat cattle, and continue the same thereon until three acres for every fifty acres be fully cleared and im- 
proved: and if it shall so happen, that there be no part of the said tract of land fit for present cultivation without 
manuring and improving the same, if the said Allen Grant, his heirs or assigns, shall, within three years from the 
date hereof, erect on some part of the said tract of land one good dwelliag-house, to contain at least twenty feet in 
length, and sixteen feet in breadth, and put on his said land the like umber of three neat cattle as aforesaid, on 
every fifty acres therein contained; or, otherwise, if any part of the said tract of land shall be stony or rocky ground, 
not fit for culture or pasture, shall and do, within three years, as aforesaid, besides erecting the said house, begin to 
employ thereon, and continue to work for three years then next ensuing, in digging any stone quarry or mine, one 
good and able hand for every hundred acres thereof, it shall be accounted a sufficient cultivation and improvement: 
Provided, also, That every three acres which shall be cleared and worked, or cleared and drained, as aforesaid, 
shall further be accounted a sufficient seating, planting, culdvation, and improvement, to save forever from for- 
feiture fifty acres of Jand in any part of the tract hereby granted; and said Allen Grant, his heirs and assigns, 
shall be at liberty to withdraw his or their stock, or to forbear working in any quarry or mine, in proportion to such 
cultivation and improvements aforesaid, as shall be made upon the plantable lands, swamps, sunken grounds, or 
marshes therein contained: Provided, also, ‘That this grant shall be duly registered in the Register’s Office of this 
province within six months from the date thereof, aud, also, that a docket thereof shall be entered in the Auditor’s 
Office within the same time, if such establishment shall take place in this province: Provided, always, ‘That the 
said Allen Grant, his heirs and assigns, at any time hereafter, having seated, planted, cultivated, and improved the 
said land, or any part thereof, according to the directions and conditions above mentioned, may make proof of such 
seating, planting, cultivation. and improvement in the general court, or in the court of the sounty, district, or pre- 
cinct where the said land lieth, and have such proof certified to the Register’s office, and there entered with the 
record of this grant, a copy of which, duly attested, shall be admitted on trial to prove the seating and planting of the 
said land: Provided, always, nevertheless, That if the said Allen Grant, his heirs and assigns, do not in all things 
fully comply with and fulfil the respective directions and conditions herein above set forth for the proper cultivation 
of the said land, within the time herein above limited for the completion thereof; or, if the said Allen Grant, his 
heirs and assigns, shall not pay to us, our heirs and successors, or to the Receiver General of quit-rents, or the pro- 
per officer appointed to receive the same, the said quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling peracre, on the said feast of 
St. Michael, or within fourteen days after, annually, for every acre contained in this grant, that then, and in either 
of these cases, respectively, this grant shall be void, any thing contained herein to the contrary notwithstanding; 
and the said lands, tenements, hereditaments, and premises, hereby specified, and every part and parcel thereof, 
shall revert to us, our heirs and successors, fully and absolutely as if the same had never been granted. 


Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida. Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter 
Chester, Esquire, our Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over our said province, 
at Pensacola, this fourth day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
nine, and in the nineteenth year of our reign. 

PETER CHESTER. 


Passed the Secretary’s office. 
Exinv Hart Bay, Deputy Secretary. 


Pensacota, AupiTor’s Orrice, October 4, 1797. 


A docket of the within grant is entered in book B, page 67. 
J. LORIMER, Deputy Audifor. 


Wesr FLoripa, ss. 


_ _, Pursuant to a fiat from his excellency Peter Chester, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, and Commander- 
in-chief in and over His Majesty’s province of West Florida, &c. &c., tome directed, bearing date the 4th day of 
October, 1779, I have perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do hereby certify that there is no error 


therein apparent to me. 
E. R. WEGG, Attorney General. 


West Fioripa, Secretary’s OrricE, Pensacoia, October 4, 1779, 


_ Ido hereby certify that the within letters patent, Surveyor General’s certificate, and the certificate of the Attor- 
ney General, are recorded in the Secretary and Register’s Office of the province of West Florida, in liber A, No. 3, 
page 530. 

” Examined and compared with the said record, by ' 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 160. 





‘ JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
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The claimant exhibited a bond for three hundred dollars from Allen Grant to John Donaho, bearing date the 
3d day of April, 1777, and conditioned that the said Grant should, when thereunto required, convey unto the said 
Donaho, by proper deeds of lease and release, one hundred acres of land. 

The Bourd ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


GrorcE Burpon’s case, No. 251 on the docket of the Board, and No. 73 on the books of the Register. 


Claim.—A right to eight hundred acres, by virtue of a British grant, under the first section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 

This survey was made the 19th day of July, 1779, by virtue of a warrant from Peter Chester, Esq., Governor of 
West Florida, dated the 8th day of May, 1779, certified by Elias Durnford, Surveyor General. 

Isaac Gaillard and Benjamin Farrar claim these lands, as attorneys in fact for Mr. George Burdon. 


[Plot omitted. ] 
West FLoripa, 8s. 


Georce THE Tuirp, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, §c. 
To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 


Know ye, that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, and, by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant, unto George Burdon, who served as a Lieutenant 
in America last war, his heirs and assigns, all that tract of land, situated onan island between Brier creek and Tom- 
bigbee river, bounded on the south by Brier creek, east by land surveyed for George Burdon, north by'a bayou and 
lands surveyed for Thomas Scott, in our province of West Florida, and having such shape, form, aud marks, both 
natural and artificial, as are represented in the plot thereof hereunto annexed, as drawn by our Surveyor General of 
lands; which said tract of land contains eight hundred acres, and is bounded as by the further certiticate hereunto 
likewise annexed, under the hand of our said Surveyor General of Jands in our said province, may more fully and 
at large appear; together with all woods, underwoods, timber, and timber trees, lakes, ponds, fishings, waters, water- 
courses, profits, commodities, hereditaments, and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging, or in any wise 
appertaining; together, also, with privilege of hunting, hawking, and fowling in and upon the same, and all mines 
and minerals, reserving to us, our heirs and successors, all mines of gold and silver: to have and to hold the said 
tract of land, and all and singular the premises hereby granted, with the appurtenances, unto the said George Bur- 
don, his heirs and assigns, forever, in free and common soccage; yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and suc- 
cessors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time being, or to met other officer as shall be appointed 
to receive the same, a quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, at ihe feast of St. Michael every year, the first 
payment to commence on the said feast of St. Michael which shall first happen after the expiration of ten years from 
the date hereof, or within fourteen days after the [said feast, annually: Provided, always, (and this present grant is 
upon condition, ) nevertheless, That the said George Burdon, his heirs and assigns, shall and do, within three years after 
the date hereof, for every fifty acres of plantable land hereby granted, clear and cultivate three acres, at least, in 
that part thereof which he or they shall judge most convenient and advantageous, or else do clear and drain three 
acres of swampy or sunken ground, or do drain three acres of marsh, if any such shall be contained therein; and 
shall further, within the time aforesaid, put and keep upon every fifty acres thereof, accounted barren, three neat 
cattle, and continue the same thereon until three acres for every fifty acres be fully cleared and improved: and if 
it shall so happen that there be no part of the said tract of land fit for present cultivation, without manuring and im- 
proving the same, if the said George Burdon, his heirs and assigns, shall, within three years from the date hereof, 
erect on some part of the said tract of land one good dwelling-house, to contain at least twenty feet in length and 
sixteen feetin breadth, and put on his said land the like number of three neat cattle, as aforesaid, on every fifty acres 
therein contained; or, otherwise, if any part of the said tract of land shall be stony or rocky ground, not fit for cul- 
ture or pasture, shall and do, within three years, as aforesaid, besides erecting the said house, begin to employ thereon, 
and continue to work for three years then next ensuing, in digging any stone quarry or mine, one good and able 
hand for every hundred acres thereof, it shall be accounted a sufficient cultivation and improvement: Provided, also, 
That every three acres which shali be cleared and worked, or cleared and drained as aforesaid, shall further be ac- 
counted a sufficient seating, planting, cultivation, and improvement, to save forever from forfeiture fifty acres of 
land in any part of the tract hereby granted; and the said George Burdon, his heirs and assigns, shall be at liberty 
to withdraw his or their stock, or to forbear working in any quarry or mine, in proportion to such cultivation and 
improvements aforesaid, as shall be made upon the plantable lands, swamps, sunken grounds, or marshes therein 
contained: Provided, also, That this grant’shall be duly registered in the Register’s office of this province within 
six months from the date hereof; and, also, that a docket thereof shall be entered in the Auditor’s office within the 
same time, if such establishment shall take place in this province: Provided, always, That the said George Burdon, 
his heirs and assigns, at any time hereafter, having seated, planted, cultivated, and improved the said land, or any 
part thereof, according to the directions and conditions above mentioned, may make proof of such seating, planting, 
cultivation,and improvement, in the general court, or in the court of the county, district, or precinct where the said land 
lieth, and have such proof certified to the Register’s Office, and there entered with the record of this grant, a copy 
of which, duly attested, shall be admitted on trial to prove the seating and the planting of the said land: Provided 
always, nevertheless, ‘That if the said George Burdon, his heirs and_ assigns, do not in all things fully comply with 
and fulfil the respective directions and conditions herein above set forth for the proper cultivation of the said land 
within the time herein above limited for the completion thereof; or if the said George Burdon, his heirs or assigns, shall 
not pay to us, our heirs, or successors, or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents, or to the proper officer appointed 
to receive the same, the said quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre, on the said feast of St. Michael, or within 
fourteen days after, annually, for every acre contained in this grant, that then, and in either of these cases respect- 
ively, this grant shall be void, any thing contained therein to the contrary notwithstanding; and the said lands, 
tenements, hereditaments, and premises hereby specified, and every part or parcel thereof, shall revert to us, our 
heirs and successors, fully and absolutely as if the same had never been granted. This grant being in pursuance of 
our royal proclamation of the 7th day of October, in the third year of our reign. 


Given under the great seal of our province of West Florida. Witness our trusty and well beloved Peter Ches- 
ter, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief in and over our said province, at Pensa- 
cola, this seventeenth day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine, 


and in the nineteenth year of our reign. 
PETER CHESTER. 
Fassed the Secretary’s office. 


West Fiorina, 3s. 


_ Pursuant to a fiat from his excellency, Peter Chester, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, and Commander- 
in-chief in and over his Majesty’s province of West Florida, &c. &c., to me directed, bearing date the 17th day of 
August, 1779, I have perused and inspected the within letters patent, and do hereby certify that there is no error 
therein apparent to me. 


Pensacota, Avpitor’s Orrice, August 17, 1779. 
A docket of the within grant is entered in book B, page 65, per 


J. LORIMER, Deputy Auditor. 
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Wesr Fionripa, Pensacora, Secrerary’s Orrice, 4ugust 17, 1779. 


I do hereby certify that the within letters patent, Surveyor General’s certificate, and the certificate of the Attor- 
ney General, are recorded in the Secretary and Register’s Office of the province of West Florida, in liber A, page 


—, No. 3 
9 . . . , 
Examined and compared with the said record, by . 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 183. 





; : JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 
The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joun TRovtLiet’s case, No. 252 on the docket of the Board, and No. 61 on the books of the Register. 
Claim.—A donation of six hundred and thirty-nine acres and nine-tenths of an acre, under the second section of 


the act. ; : ; 
The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 


following, to wit: 
To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3d of March, 1803, for receiv- 
ing and adjusting claims to lands south of the Tennessee river, and east of the Pearl river. 


Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying east of the Mobile river, bounded southwardly by 
Jusant’s land, eastwardly by vacant land,-and westwardly by the said river, is claimed by John Trouillet, under 
and by virtue of the second section of the act of Congress above mentioned. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as 
also to the copy of the plot now delivered to the Register of the Land Office to be established east of Pearl river, 


which plot is herewith filed. 
JOSEPH CAMPBELL, Acting for John Trouillet. 
Fort Stoppert, March 23, 1804. 
[Plot omitted. ] 
Surveyed March 19, 1804, by James Gordon. Chain bearers, Gabriel Tissrah, William Weathers. 
Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 127, by Epwarp Luoyp Waites, for 
a JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


‘The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Joux Trovit.et’s case, No. 253 on the docket of the Board, and No, 29 on the books of the Register. 

Claim.—A donation of six hundred and thirty-nine acres and nine-tenths of an acre, as representative of Joseph 
Milon, under the second section of the act. 

The claimant presented his claim, together with a surveyor’s plot of the land claimed, in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 

To the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of Congress passed the 3d day of March, 1803, for re- 
ceiving and adjusting claims to lands south of Tennessee, and east of Pearl river. 

Please to take notice, that the following tract of land, lying east of the Mobile river, bounded eastwardly by a 
lake called the Cut-oif to Tensaw,‘and on all other sides by vacant lands, is claimed by John Trouillet, under and 
by virtue of a bill of sale from Joseph Milon to John and Peter ‘Trouillet. ‘To all which he begs leave to refer, as 
also to the copy of the plot now delivered to the Register of the Land Office, to be established east of Pearl river, 
which plot is herewith filed. 

on 
: JOSEPH CAMPBELL. 

Torr Sropperr, March 31, 1804. 
[ Plot omitted. ] 

Surveyed March 24, 1804, by James Gordon. Chain bearers, William Weathers, Gabriel Tissrah. 


Entered in record of claims, (east side,) vol. 1, page 102, by Epwarp Lioyp Waites, for 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, Register. 


The claimant exhibited a bill of sale from Joseph Milon, duly executed, and bearing date the 9th day of October, 
1774, conveying all the said Milon’s right and interest in and to the said tract of land to John and Peter Trouillet. 


The Board ordered that the case be postponed for consideration. 


Adjourned until Monday, the Ist day of July next. 
Monpay, July 1, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Adjourned until Thursday, the 4th instant. 
Tuurspay, July 4, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Adjourned until Saturday, the 6th instant. 
Satunpay, July 6, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Adjourned until Monday, the 8th instant. 
Monpay, July 8, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Samurt Mins, representative of William Clarks case commenced in page 825. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not, supported agreeably to the articles of agree- 
ment and cession, between the United States and the State of Georgia, and the said claimant is not confirmed in 
his title to said land. 


SamveL Mins, representative of William Clark; case commenced in page 826. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the articles of agree- 
ment and cession between the United States and the State of Georgia, and the said claimant is not confirmed in 


his title to said land. 
Heirs oF PETER DerorGE; case commenced in page 840. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the articles of cession 
and agreement, between the United States and the State of Georgia, and the claimants are not confirmed in thei: 


title to said land. . 
Grorce WEEKLEY, representative of Michael Skipper; case commenced in page 808. 


. On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for so many acres of land as may be included in the following limits, to wit: 
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Beginning, at the mouth of a bayou or gut, on the west margin of the Alabama river, in the Nanna Hubba island, on 
two willows, it being the beginning corner as described in the claimant’s plot, entered in the Office of the Register, 
it being also the lower corner of John Randon’s donation claim, in his own right, running from thence, north, thirty- 
five degrees west, until it intersects with the line of Joseph Thompson’s claim, in virtue of a Spanish warrant of 
survey, in the name of Adam Hollinger; thence. with Thompson’s said line, south, fifty-six degrees west, twenty- 
eight chains and fifty links; thence, south, thirty-five degrees east, to the margin of the Alabama rivers and thence, 
up the west margin of said river, to the beginning. 


JoserH Tuompson, representative of Adam Hollinger; case commenced in page 805. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law. 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for seven hundred and thirty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 
Beginning, on the west margin of the Alabama river, in the Nanna Hubba island, at a willow, in a gut, being the 
beginning corner described in the claimant’s plot, entered in the Office of the Register, and being also the upper 
corner of John Randon’s donation claim, in his own right; running thence, south, twenty-three degrees east, seven- 
teen chains; thence, south, fifty-six degrees west, eleven chains; thence, south, thirty-seven degrees west, five 
chains; thence, south, fifty-six degrees west, thirty-six chains;.thence, due west, ninety chains; thence, north, five 
degrees west, so far that a line drawn from the extreme point of the same, to the place of beginning, shall include 
seven hundred and thirty acres of land. 


Heirs oF Jonn Linper, Junior; case commenced in page 809. ; 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for eight hundred acres of land, provided so many acres be included within 
the following limits, to wit: Beginning, at the mouth of the Tensaw lake, where it puts out of the Alabama river, at 
an ash and maple, being the beginning corner described in the claimant’s plot, entered in the Office of the Register, 
and also the beginning corner of Lemuel Henry’s four hundred and ninety-one acre tract, in virtue of a Spanish 
warrant of survey, in the name of John Linder, Senior; runing from thence, north, seventy-five degrees east, one 
hundred and twenty-seven chains; thence, return to the ash and maple, the place of beginning, before mentioned: 
and runs therefrom, up the margin of the Alabama river, to the mouth of Boggy gut, described in the aforesaid plots 
and thence, up the margin of said gut, so far as to make sixty-three chains, in a straight line, from the ash and 
maple: thence, a line to be drawn from the termination of this line, to run northeastwardly, so as to leave the house 
and principal improvements of Benjamin Hooven on the north side thereof; this line to be continued so far that a 
line drawn from the extreme point thereof, running south, fifteen degrees east, shal! join the said line of one hundred 


and twenty-seven chains, at its termination. 


James Carpenter, heir at law to Richard, Caleb, and Joseph Carpenter; case commenced in page 837. 
An affidavit was exhibited in the words and figures following, viz: 


Boarp or Commissioners, Wasuincron, Misstssipp1 TERRrrory, 
Monday, March 11, 1805. 


Witness, Daniel Whitaker, sworn, says, that Richard Carpenter, the patentee, died previous to the 27th of Oc- 
tober. 1795; and that his son, James Carpenter, the devisee and claimant, was a resident in the Mississippi territory 
on the 27th of October, 1795. 

I do certify, that the above is a true extract from the journal of the Board of Commissioners, for lands west of 
Pearl river, in the claim of James Carpenter, under a Spanish patent to his father, legally and fully executed. 


R. CLAIBORNE, Clerk of the Board. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the articles of agreement 
and cession between the United States and the State of Georgia, and that Richard, Caleb, and Joseph Carpenter, or 
their heirs or devisees, are confirmed in their title to said land. ; 

Adjourned until Thursday, the 11th instant. 

Tuurspay, July 11, 1805, 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Heirs oF Dominique DE OLtvg; case commenced in page 804. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requiremeits of Jaw 
and the claimants are entitled to a patent for one thousand two hundred acres of Jand, to be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning at a gum, in the month of a creek or bayou, being the beginning corner described in the claimant’s plot, 
entered in the Register’s Offices; running thence, south, sixty-two degrees east, one hundred and twenty-seven 
chains; thence, north, eight degrees east, ninety-four chains eighty links; thence, north, sixty-two degrees west 
to the Mobile river; and down the river, with its meanders, to the beginning. ; 


Apam Ho.iinGer’s case, commenced in page 822. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for one thousand acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: Beginning on 
the margin of the bayou, called the Cut-off, at its mouth, where it puts out of the Tombigbee river, in the Nanna 
Hubba island; and thence, down the Tombigbee river, with its meanders, so far as to make, in a straight line, 
seventy-nine chains; thence, north, eighty-six degrees east, one hundred and twenty-six chains forty-nine links; 
thence, in a straight line, to the lower margin of the Cut-off, and, with the said Cut-off, as it meanders, to the place 
of beginning, so as to include one thousand acres of land. 


Joseru Bares, Senior’s, case, commenced in page 823. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for one thousand acres of land, provided so many acres be included within 
the following limits, to be located as follows, viz: Beginning at a cedar post, near to the lower end of the claimant’s 
cleared land, on the east bank of the Tombigbee rivers being the same cedar post, acknowledged by the claimant 
as the point at which the line should commence, which might separate or divide his claim from that of John Turn- 
bull, or from the claim of the representatives ofMichael Hartley; running, from said cedar post, north, seventy de- 
grees east, one hundred and twenty-six chains forty-nine links; thence, at right angles, from the termination of the 
line last mentioned, seventy-nine chains; and from thence, south, seventy degrees west, to the rivers and, with its 
ineanders, to the place of beginning: Provided, That if the line, runuing at right angles from the termination of 
the line of one hundred and twenty-six chains forty-nine links, should strike the river Tombigbee, in running a less 
number than seventy-nine chains; thence, to run down the said river, from the point where it may intersect the 
same, with its meanders, to the place of beginning. 


JosEPH SticGins, representative of John Johnson; case commenced in page 827. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for eight hundred acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: Beginning on 
the east margin of Tensaw lake, five chains and fifty links below the mouth of Pyburn’s creek; running from 
thence, up the east margin of said lake, as it meanders, so far as to make, on a straight line, sixty-three chains 
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twenty-five links; thence, from the extreme point of the line last mentioned, north, seventy-six degrees east, one 
hundred and twenty-four chains; thence, south, fourteen degrees east, sixty three-chains and twenty-five links; 
thence, a direct line, to the beginning. 


Lemver Henry, representative of John Linder, Senior; case commenced in page 814. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeable to law, and the claimant is 
entitled to a patent for four hundred and ninety-one acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: Beginning at 
the mouth of Tensaw lake, where it puts out of the Alabama river, at an ash and maple, being the beginning cor- 
ner described in the claimant’s plot, entered in the Register’s Office; running thence, north, seventy-five degrees 
east, seventy-eight chains; thence, south, fifteen degrees east, sixty-three chains; thence, south, seventy-five degrees 
west, so far that a line from the extreme point of the same, to the place of beginning, shall include four hundred and 
ninety: one acres. 

James MILLs, representative of Jchn Linder, Senior; case commenced in page 815. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of Jaw, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for two hundred and ninety -nine acres of land, to be located as follows, to 
wit: Beginning at the northeast corner of Lemuel Henry’s four hundred and ninety-one acre tract, in virtue of a 
Spanish warrant of survey, in the name of John Linder, Senior; running thence, north, seventy-five degrees east, 
forty-seven chains and fifty links; thence, south, fifteen degrees east, so far that a line from the extreme point of 
the same, south, seventy-five degrees west, to the line of Lemuel Henry’s said tract, and, with said Henry’s line, 
to the place of beginning, shall include two hundred and ninety-nine acres of land. 


Joseru CAMPBELL, representative of Augustin Rochon and Louisa Rochon; case commenced in page 828. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of the 
act; but that the warrants or orders of survey, from the Spanish Government, in the name-of Augustin Rochon, and 
the widow, alias Louisa, Rochon, on which this claim is bottomed, granted, or ordered to be surveyed, for the said 
Augustin Rochon only four hundred acres, and for the widow Louisa Rochon only four hundred acres; and, there- 
fore, that the claimant is entitled to a patent for four hundred acres of land, in and by virtue of the Spanish warrant 
or order of survey, in the name of Augustin Rochon, to be located as follows, viz: Beginning on the east margin of 
the Mobile river, at a gum tree, in the mouth,of a gut or bayou, being also the beginning corner of a tract of one thou- 
sand two hundred acres, confirmed to the heirs of Dominique de Olive, under a Spanish warrant or order of survey, 
bearing date New Orleans, 26th of December, 1794; and running with the line of said tract, south, sixty-two degrees 
east, one hundred and twenty-seven chains; thence, south, twenty-eight degrees west, so far that a line from the 
termination thereof, to run north, sixty-two degrees west, to the margin of the Mobile river; thence, up the same, 
as it meanders, to the beginning, shall include four hundred acres of land. Also to a patent for four hundred 
acres of land, in virtue of a Spanish warrant or order of survey, in the name of the widow, alias Louisa, Rochon, 
to be located as follows, viz: Beginning on the east margin of the Mobile river, at the lower corner of the tract, 
confirmed to the claimant in virtue of a Spanish warrant or order of survey, in the name of Augustin Rochon, dated 
New Orleans, 9th of March, 17943 thence, with the line of said tract, south, sixty-two degrees east, one hundred and 
twenty-seven chains; thence, south, twenty-eight degrees west, so far that a line from the termination thereof, to 
run north, sixty-two degrees west, to the margin of the Mobile river; and, up the same, to the beginning, shall 
include four hundred acres of land. 


Antonio Espauo, representative of John Turnbull; case commenced in page 831. 


_ Qn due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent in manner and form aforesaid. 


Frances STEEL’s case, commenced in page 818. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning at a water oak, on the Tensaw lake,{being the beginning corner described in the claimant’s plot, en-. 
tered in the ‘Register’s Office; running from thence, south, thirteen degrees east, forty-two chains; thence, south, 
eighty-five degrees east, fifty-four chains; thence, north, sixty-two chains; thence, northwestwardly, across Ten- 
saw lake; thence, up the margin of said lake, so far that a line therefrom, south, twenty-two degrees west, to the 
pron ag — lake; thence, up the margin thereof, to the place of beginning, shall include six hundred and forty 
acres of land. 


Wittiam Wesper’s case, commenced in page 812. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning at a hickory, on the Indian line, as described in the claimant’s plot, entered in the Register’s Office; 
thence, with said Indian line, south, eighty chains; thence, west, eighty chains; thence, north, eighty chains; thence, 
po eighty chains, to the beginning, to include six hundred and forty acres of land, and the improvements of the 
claimant. 

Adjourned until Saturday the 13th instant. 

Saturpay, July 13, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Josepli Chambers. 


GrorcE WEEKLEY’s case, commenced in page 812. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning on Stedham’s lake, at the same place described in the claimant’s plot entered in'the Register’s Office; 
it being also the upper corner of Moses Stedham’s donation tract. of six hundred and twenty-eight acres; thence, 
north, eighty-eight degrees east, forty-four chains; thence, north, sixty-eight degrees east, thirty-two chains; thence, 
south, twenty-two degrees east, sixty-three chains and fifty links; thence, north, seventy-five degrees east, so far 
that a line drawn from the extreme point of the same, north, fifteen degrees west, fifty-eight chains; thence, due 
west to the margin of the lake; thence, with its meanders, to the beginning. 


Wir1aM Cottins, representative of Charles Conway; case commenced in page 817. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent in manner and form aforesaid. 


Joun WEEKLEY, representative of James Farr; case commenced in page 817. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and thirty-six acres of land, to be located as follows. viz: 

Beginning at a water oak, on the east margin of the Tensaw lake, a small distance below the mouth of Farr’s 
mill creek, being the beginning corner described in the claimant’s plot entered in the Register’s Office; running from 
thence, north, sixty-four degrees east, thirty-six chains; thence, south, twenty-six degrees east, thirty-eight chains; 
‘thence, north, eighty degrees east, sixty-three chains; thence, north, ten degrees west, so far, that a line drawn 
from the extreme point thereof, north, sixty-five degrees west, to the east margin of the Tensaw lake, and down the 
margin of said lake, as it meanders, to the beginning, shall include six hundred and thirty-six acres of land. 
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James Cockram, representative of Samuel Lyons; case commenced in page 820. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of the 
law, and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning at a cypress, on one of the branches of Rice creek, being the beginning corner described in the claim- 
ant’s plot entered in the Register’s Office; running from thence, north, seventy-three degrees east, eighty chains; 
thence, north, seventeen degrees west, eighty chains; thence, south, seventy-three degrees west, eighty chains; 
aap a direct line to the beginning, to include six hundred and forty acres of land, and the improvements of 
the claimant. : 


Jorpan Proctor’s case, commenced in page 818. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent in manner and form aforesaid. 


Herrs oF Micnaret Miron; case commenced in page 819. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimants are entitled to a patent for six hundred and eleven acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning at a water oak, on the south side of ‘Tensaw lake, being the beginning corner described in the claim- 
ant’s plot entered in the Register’s Office; running irom thence, south, thirteen degrees east, thirty-eight chains 
fifty links; thence, north, seventy-eight degrees west, so far that a lme from the termination of the same, north, 
thirteen degrees west, until it strikes the margin of said lake, and on the margin thereof, as it meanders, to the place 
of beginning, shall include six hundred and eleven acres of land. 


Bicuarp CoLeMan’s case, commenced in page 819. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and thirty-four acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning on the east margin of the Tensaw lake, at the upper corner of Joseph Stiggins’s eight hundred acre 
tract, in virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, in the name of John Johnson; running from thence, with Stiggins’s 
line, north, seventy-six degrees east, fifty-seven chains; thence, north, twenty-six degrees west, so far that a line 
from the termination of the same, south, sixty-four degrees west, to Weekley’s mill creek, and down the margin of 
the main branch of said creek, as it meanders, to Tensaw lake; thence, down the said margin of said lake, to the 
beginning, shall include six hundred and thirty-four acres of land. 


Joun Ranpon’s case, commenced in page 812. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for three hundred and one acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 

Beginning at the mouth of a gut or bayou, on the west margin of the Alabama river, in the Nanna Hubba 
island, on two willows, it being also the beginning corner of George Weekley’s one hundred and sixty-one acre 
tract, in virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, in the name of Michael Skippers thence, with the line of said Week- 
ley’s said tract, north, thirty-five degrees west, until it intersects the line of Joseph Thompson’s claim, in virtue ofa 
Spanish warrant of survey in the name of Adam Hoilingers thence, in the courses and with Thompson’s lines, to the 
beginning corner of his said tract of land; thence, down the west margin of the Alabama river to the place of be- 


ginning. 


Jesse Ross, representative of Abraham Walker; case commenced in page 813. 

No evidence being adduced to show that Jesse Ross, the claimant, is the legal representative of Abraham Walker, 
therefore— ; 

On due consideration, the Beard is of opinion that the claim of Abraham Walker is supported agreeably to the 
requirements of law, and that the said Abraham Walker is entitled to a patent for six hundred and thirty acres of 
land, to be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning at an ash, on the east margin of Hollow creek, it being the beginning corner described in the claimant’s 
lot entered in the Register’s Office; thence, east, fifty-six chains and filty-seven links; thence, south, so far that a 
ine from the termination of the same, to run west to the margiu oi said Hollow creek; and thence, up the margin 

of said creek, with its meanders, to the beginning, shall include six hundred and thirty acres of land, with the im- 
provements of the claimant. 


Moses STEDHAM’s Case, commenced in page 811. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law. 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and twenty-eight acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning at the beginning corner of George Weekley’s donation tract of six hundred and ferty acres, on Sted- 
ham’s jake; running thence, with said Weekley’s line, north, eighty-eight degrees east, forty-four chains; thence, 
north, sixty-eight degrees east, so far that a line drawn from the extreme point of the same, south, twenty-two de- 
grees east, sixty-nine chains; thence, south, seventy-nine degrees east, until it strikes Pine Log creek; thence, on 
the margin of said creek, as it meanders, to Stedham’s lake; thence. on the margin of said lake, with its meanders, 
to the beginning, shall include six hundred and twenty-eight acres of land. 


Joun Mrits’s case, commenced ia page 807. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for so many acres of land, as are included within the foilowing limits, pro- 
vided the same does not exceed six hundred and forty acres, viz: 

Beginning at three cotton trees, said to be ina gut, on the west margin of the Alabama river, in the Nanna 
Hubba island, being the same cotton trees described in the claimant’s plot entered in the Register’s Office; running 
from thence, down the said margin of said river, as it meanders, to a maple; being the same maple described in the 
aforesaid plot; thence, direct to the beginning. 


Heirs or VaLentinE Duproca; case commenced in page 828. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimants are not entitled to a patent in manner and form aforesaid. 

9 


James Ca.uier, representative of Joseph Campbell; case commenced in page 816. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements ef the 
act, and the claimant entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning on the east margin of the Mobile river, ten chains below the first bend below Fort Stoddert; thence, 
down the river so far,as, when reduced to a straight line, to make eighty chains; thence, at right angles, (eastwardly) 
from the general course of the river, so as to include six hundred and forty acres of land. 


Ricuarp Turvin’s case, commenced in page 824. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and that the claimant is not entitied io a patent in manner and form atoresaid. 
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Joun Troviniet’s case, commenced in page 845. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
the act, and the claimant 1s not entitled toa patent for the land by him claimed. 


Joun Trovi..ET, representative of Joseph Milons case commenced in page 845. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and that the claimant is not entitled to a patent for the land by him claimed. 

Adjourned until ‘Tuesday the sixteenth instant. 
Tvespay, July 16, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Wiwiam ann Joun Pierce, representatives of Francis Ballard; case commenced in page 815. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimants are not entitled to a patent in manner and form aforesaid. 


Jostau FLETCHER’S case, commenced in page 811. 

On due consideration the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for so many acres of land as may be included within the following limits. 
provided the quantity of land included therein does not exceed six hundred and forty acres, viz: ; 

Beginning at a sweet gum, on the margin of the Cut-off, in the Nanna Hubba island, being also the beginning 
corner of Samuel Mims’s donation claim, in his own right; running from thence, south, five degrees east, until a 
line in this course intersects a line of Joseph Thompson’s tract, in virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, in the name 
of Adam Hollinger, and with the line of Thompson’s said tract, to the margin of the Alabama river, and up the 
west margin thereof, as it meanders, to the mouth vf the Cut-off; thence, on the south margin of the Cut-off as it 
meanders, to the beginning. 
e 


Samue. TrEND’s case, commenced in page 821. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning at a point on Pine Log creek, being also the beginning corner of Francis Killingworth’s donation 
tract, as representative of William Mills; thence, with said Killingworth’s line, south, forty-five degrees west, so 
far that a line drawn therefrom, north, ten degrees west, forty chains, shall leave the present dwelling house of 
Samuel Trend, on the east side thereof; thence, from the termination of this line, east, one hundred and twenty ° 
chains; thence, south, ten degrees east, eighty chains; thence, west, so far, as to intersect said Killingworth’s line; 
thence, with said Killingworth’s lines to their intersection with Pine Log creeks thence, down the east margin of 


said creek, as it meanders, to the point of beginning. 


Francis Kittincwortd, representative of William Mills; case commenced in page 807. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law. 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning at such a point on Pine Log creek, that a line drawn therefrom, south, forty-five degrees west, shall 
leave Francis Killingworth’s plantation on the south side of the same, and the house of Samuel ‘Trend on the north 
side thereof; the line in this course of south, forty-five degrees west, to be continued so far, that a line drawn from 
the termination thereof, south, ten degrees east, one hundred and seven chains, shall leave the plantation of the said 
Killingworth, on the east side thereof; thence, from the termination of the last mentioned line, east, sixty-six 
chains; thence, north, ten degrees west, one hundred and six chains; thence, west, to the east margin of Pine Log 
@reek; thence, down the margin thereof, to the peint of beginning; to include six hundred and forty acres. 


BenyamMin Hooven’s case, commenced in page 810. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law. 
and the cleimant is entitled to a patent for five hundred and sixty-six acres of land, provided so many acres are in- 
cluded within the iollowing limits, viz: Beginning at the mouth of Pine Log creek, on the lower side of the same; 
thence, down the east margin of the Alabama river, to the mouth of a boggy gut, being the same gut described in the 
claimant’s plot entered in the Register’s Office, and also described in the location of the tract, in the name of the 
heirs of John Linder, Jun. in virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey; thence, up the margin of said gut, to the corner 
of the tract of the heirs of the said John Linder. Jun.; thence, in the course and with the line of said tract, north- 
eastwardly, one hundred and fourteen chains; thence, north, fifteen degrees west, to the line of Moses Stedham’s 
donation tract, and, with said Stedham’s line and Pine Log creek, to the beginning. 


James RANnDon’s cases commenced in page 812. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent in manner and form aforesaid. 


Samvet Mims’s case, commenced in page 812, 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: Be- 
ginning ata sweet gum on the south margin of the Cut-off, in the Nanna Hubba island, being the beginning corner 
described in the claimant’s plot entered in the Register’s Office, running from thence, south, five degrees east, until 
it intersects with a line of Joseph ‘Thompson’s claim, in virtue uf a Spanish warrant of survey, in the name of Adam 
Hollinger; and thence, witli said Thompson’s lines, so far as to make eighty chains in a straight line from the place 
of beginning; thence, south, eighty-five degrees west, so far that a line drawn from the termination of the same, to 
run north, five degrees west, to the south margin of the Cut-off; thence, on the margin thereof, with its meanders, 
to the beginning, shall include six hundred and forty acres of land. 


BenJaMIN STEDHAM?s case, commenced in page 813. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that the present claim is not supported agreeably to the require- 
ments of the second section of said act, but the same is supported agreeably to the requirements of the third section 
of said act, and the claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hundred and thirty-three acres of land, to 
be located as follows, viz: Beginning at the lower corner of George Weekley’s one hundred and sixty-one acre 
tract, in virtne of a Spanish warrant of survey in the name of Michael Skipper, on the west margin of the Alabama 
river, in the Nanna Hubba islands; running from thence, with said Weekley’s line, north, thirty-five degrees west, 
sixty-four chains; thence, in a direct line, to the Alabama river; and thence, up the said river, as it meanders, to 
the beginning; to include one hundred and thirty-three acres of land. 


Josepu ‘THompson’s case, commenced in page 806. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
° : 2 ej “ = = “ o 7 i 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, to wit: 
Beginning at a white oak, on the east margin of Hollow creek, being the beginning corner described in the claim- 
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ant’s plot entered in the Register’s Office; running from thence, south, eighty-eight degrees east, eighty chains; 
thence, north, so far that a line from the termination of the same, to run north, ag ps degrees west, to the 
east margin of said creek; thence, down the east margin thereof, to the beginning, shall include six hundred and 


forty acres of land. 


Wrtxiam and Joun Prerce, representatives of Jeremiah Phillips; case commenced in page 806, 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimants are entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land. to be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning at the upper corner of John Mills’s donation tract, in his own name, at three cotton trees; thence, up the 
west margin of the Alabama river, to the lower corner of Benjamin Stedham’s pre-emption tract; thence, with the 
said Stedham’s line, until it strikes the line of Joseph ‘Thompson’s tract, in virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, 
in the name of Adam Hollinger; thence, westwardly, with said ‘Thompson’s line or lines, until it strikes the line of 
Samuel Mims’s donation tract, in his own right; thence, with said Mims’s line, so far that a direct line from the ter- 
mination thereof to the margin of the Alabama river, and, up the margin of the same, to the lower corner of John 
Mills’s donation tracts; and thence, with said line, to the beginning, shall include six hundred and forty acres of Jand. 


Natr Curistmas, representative of Michael Hartley; case commenced in page 816. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: Be- 
ginning at a cedar post on the east margin of the Tombigbee river, being the beginning corner of Joseph Bates’s 
tract of one thousand acres, in virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, in his own name; thence, with said Bates’s 
line, north, seventy degrees east, one hundred and twenty-six chains forty-nine links; thence, return to the beginning 
cedar post; thence, down the east margin of the Tombigbee river, to its junction with the Alabama river; and, up 
the west margin thereof, so far that a direct line therefrom to the termination of the first nentioned line shall include 


six hundred and forty acres. \ 
Adjourned until Friday, the 19th instant. 
; Frivay, July 19, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Tuomas Bates, Junior’s, case, commenced in page 829. 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements ol 
law, inasmuch as the land covered by this claim is within the lim*ts of a Spanish warrant of survey in the name of 
' Joseph Bates, the father of the claimant, allowed by the Board; and, therefore, the claimant is not entitled to a 
patent in manner and form aforesaid. 


Wiuiam Burorp, representative of George Weekley, senior; case commenced in page 834. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent in manner and form aforesaid. 


Natt Curistmas’s case, commenced in page 833. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is not entitled toa right of pre-emption to the land by him claimed, inasmuch as a donation claim in 
the name of this claimant, as representative of Michael Hartley, was allowed by the Board, and includes within its 
limits all the improvements and Jand included within the lines of this claim. 


BENJAMIN Frw’s case, commenced in page 805. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
Jaw, inasmuch as there is a Spanish warrant of survey in the name of Dominique de Olive, supported agreeably to 
law, for the whole of the land included within the lines of this claim, and the same is therefore rejected. 


Witittam WEEKLEY’s case, commenced in page 813. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law. 
and the claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption to one hundred and thirty-nine acres of land, to be located 
as follows, to wit: . 

Beginning at a pine, being the beginning corner described in the claimant’s plot entered in the Register’s Office, 
running from thencé, north, sixty-six degrees west, fifty-two chains; thence, south, twenty-four degrees west, 
twenty-two chains; thence, south, fifty degrees east, twenty-seven chains; thence, east, so far that a direct line 
from the termination of the same to the beginning shall include one hundred and thirty-nine acres of land, and 
the improvements of the claimant. 


Adjourned until Monday, the 22d instant. 
Monpay, July 22, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Corne.ivs Dunn’s case, commenced in page 811. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled toa right of pre-emption to two hundred and fifty-two acres of land, to be located as 
follows, to wit: 

Beginning at an elm on the south margin of Hollow creek, being the beginning corner described in the claimant’s 
plot, entered in the Register’s Office; running from thence, south, twenty-four chains; thence, east, so far, that a line 
drawn from the termination of the same, due north, to the margin of Hollow creek; and thence, down the margin 
thereof to the place of beginning, shall include two hundred and fifty-two acres of land, and the improvements of 


the claimant. 


Simron Wixks, representative of James Proctor; case commenced in page 817. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: Be- 
ginning at a hickory, being the beginning corner described in the claimant’s plot entered in the Register’s Office; 
thence, north, eighty degrees east, eighty chains; thence, south. ten degrees east, eighty chains; thence, south, 
eighty degrees west, eighty chains; thence, ina direct line, to the beginning; to include six hundred and forty 
acres of land, and the improvements of the claiinant. 


Revsen Dvyer’s case, commenced in page 819. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a patent for six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: Be- 
nning at a water oak, nearly opposite to the confluence of Tensaw river and lake, being the beginning corner 
escribed in the claimant’s plot entered in the Register’s Office; running from thence up the margin of the Tensaw 
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river, as it meanders, so far that a direct line therefrom to the place of beginning shall include six hundred and forty 
acres of land, and the improvements of the claimant. 


Josep Sriaeins’s case, commenced in page 820. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of law, 
and the claimant is entitled to a_ patent for six hundred and thirty-five acres of land, to be located as foliows, viz: 
Beginning at a white oak, on Coleman’s or Tensaw lake, being the beginning corner described in the claimant’s 
plot entered in the Register’s Office; running from thence, north, thirty-two degrees west, ten chains; thence, north, 
ten degrees west, eighteen chains, to the margin of Tensaw lake; thence, up the margin of said lake, with its mean- 
ders, so far that a line from the termination thereof, south, fifty-five degrees east, twenty-four chains; thence, a 
direct line therefrom, to the beginning, shall include six hundred and thirty-five acres of land, and the improve- 
ments of the claimant. 


LemveEt Henry, representative of Michael Hartley; case commenced in page 825. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimant is not entitled toa patent in manner and form aforesaid. 
Adjourned until Thursday the 25th instant. 
Tuurspay, July 25, 1805, 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


TuroporE GariLiarp, representative of Allen Grant; case commenced in page 843. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported mony to the articles of agree- 
ment and cession between the United States and the State of Georgia, and that the title to this land is not con- 
firmed. 


Georce Burpon’s two cases; one commenced in page 842, the other in page 844, in each of which cases the 
Board adjudged as follows, viz: 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the articles of agree- 
ment and — between the United States and the State of Georgia, and the claimant is not confirmed in his title 
to said land. 


Herrs oF Ropert Farmer’s two cases; one commenced in page 838, the case in page 839, in each of which cases 
the Board adjudged as follows, viz: 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the articles of agree- 
ment and cession between the United States and the State of Georgia, and the claimants are not confirmed in their 
claim to the said land. 

Adjourned until Saturday, the 27th instant. 

Sarurpay, July 27, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


ALEXANDER MacuLaGu, representative of Thomas Underwood; case commenced in page 838. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the articles of agree- 
ment and cession between the United States and the State of Georgia, and the claimant is not confirmed in his claim 
to the said Jand. 

Adjourned until Tuesday, the 30th instant. 
Tuespay, July 30, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Friday, the 2d day of August next. 
Frivay, August 2, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Monday, the 5th instant. 
Monpay, 4ugust 5, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Thursday, Sth instant. 
Tuurspay, August 8, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Saturday, the 10th instant. 
Saturpay, Jugust 10, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Wixuam McDaniet, representative of George Phillips; case commenced in page 834. 


Jeremiah Phillips was presented as a witness, and. being duly sworn, deposed, that George Phillips, his bro- 
ther, moved upon, built a house, and cleared some ground upon the land in question, in the month of December, 
1797; that said George Phillips died in the spring of the year 1798; that his widow, or William McDaniel, had in- 
habited and cultivated this Jand, as he, the deponent, believed, until this time, and that said McDaniel inhabited 
and cultivated said land on the third of March, 1803. 

Question. Did George Phillips, deceased, leave a will? 

Answer. He did. 

Question. Did he make any disposition of this land in his will? 

Answer. He did not, for in that day it was not considered he had any right to the land. 

Question. Did your brother leave any children? 

Answer. He did leave two, a boy and a girl, the girl is married, and the boy is an infant, under twenty-one years 
of age. 

Question. Do you know whether they have transferred their right in this land to William McDaniel? 

Answer. John Phillips, the son of George Phillips, eighteen or nineteen years of age, and James Farr, the hus- 
band of — Phillips’s daughter, have transferred their right in said land to William McDaniel, as I have heard 
them both say. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of the 
act, and the claimant is entitled toa patent for six hundred and thirty-two aeres of land, to be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning at an Iron wood, being the beginning corner described in the claimant’s plot, entered in thé Register’s 
Office, thence, north, seventy-five degrees east, seventy-seven chains; thence, north, Fftesn degrees west, forty-five 
chains; thence, south, sixty-one degrees east, fourteen chains; thence, south, twenty chains; thence, north, eighty- 
four degrees west, seventy-two chains; thence, north, sixty degrees west, to Major’s creek; thence, along the margin 
of said creek and its branches to the beginning, shall include six hundred and thirty-two acres. 


Wiu1am Burorp, representative of Conrad Selhoof; case commenced in page 821. 


On due consideration, the Board is of opinion, that this claim is supported agreeably to the requirements of the 
act, and the claimant is entitled to a patent for eight hundred acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: 
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Beginning on the east margin of the ‘Tensaw river at a water oak; thence, down the margin of said river, so far 
as to make sixty-three chains, when reduced to a straight line; thence, south, seventy degrees east, one hundred 
and twenty-seven chains: thence, north, twenty degrees east, sixty-three chains; thence, direct to the beginning, 
shall include eight hundred acres; this land lying within the limits of Piney or Collet’s island. 


WiiLiraM SHIELDs’s case, commenced in page 816. 

Jeremiah Phillips and William Buford were presented as witnesses, and, being duly sworn, the said Phillips 
deposed, that he did not know of his own knowledge that William Shields inhabited and cultivated this land in the 
year 1797; but, that it was in cultivation on the third day of March, 1803, or the year 1803, for the use of William 
Shields; the said Buford deposed, that he well remembered that the land in question was cultivated on the 3d of 
March, or in the summer of 1803, for the use of William Shields. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is nut supported agreeably to the requirements of 
law, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent in manner and form aforesaid. 

Adjourned until Tuesday, the 13th instant. 

Turspay, Jugust 13, 1805. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


aa 
Avuan Hunr, representative of Augustin Rochon; case commenced in page 838. 


Elijah Smith was produced as a witness, and. being daly,sworn, deposed, that he saw Joseph Campbell, and Tsa- 
bell Campbell, sign, sea!, execute and deliver their deed, for the purposes therein mentioned, bearing date 16th De- 
cember, 1801; purporting to convey one thousand acres of land to Abijah Hunt, his heirs and assigns; also, that he 
subscribed his name therete asa witness, and that Wilson Carman likewise subscribed his name thereto, as a witness, 
in the presence of him, the said Smith. 

On due consideration, the Board is of opinion, that this claim is not supported agreeably to the requirements cf 
lnw, and the claimant is not entitled to a patent in manner and form aforesaid. 


Jonny Pickextne’s case, Perer Carrwkiaut’s case; the former commenced in page 711, and the latter in page 
Thomas Malone, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that he made the survey of the claim of Peter Cartwright, 
nd having followed the upper line of the heirs of Robert Farmer’s claim, of one thousand acres, under a British 
grant, that he verily believed that a part of Carowright’s claim is within the lines of said Farmer’s claims also, that 
ne believed that the greater part of the claim of John Pickering was also included within the limits of said Farmer’s 


claim, and that the said Pickering told him that the greater part of his claim was actually within the limits of the 


said Karmer’s said tract. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that a part of said Cartwright’s claim, and a 
greater part of said Pickering’s claim, is interiered with by the claim of Robert Farmer’s heirs, in virtue of a grant, 
from the British Government of West Florida to Robert Farmer, fer one thousand acres, bearing date the 6th day 


abi 


August, 1778. 





Noa K. Hutson, representative of Henry Nails case commenced in page 718. 


Thomas Bilbo, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that the claim of John Lott, Jun., under a British grant, 
interfered with the southeast corner of Noah Kenner Hutson’s donation claim. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of James Callier’s claim, as representa- 
tive of Anthony Hoggatt; thence, south, thirty-three degrees west, ninety-one chains; thence, north, seventy-two 

grees west, so far that a line to be drawn from the termination of the same, north, fifteen degrees east, to the mar- 
gin of said river, and with the same to the place of beginning, shall include three hundred and twenty-nine acres of 
land: Provided, nevertheless. that the said claimant first obtain before a court of competent jurisdiction, a judicial 
decision in his favor, against the adverse claim, by virtue of a grant from the British Government of West Florida, 
to John Lott, Jun., of three hundred acres, bearing date the 16th February, 1778; and the Board doth order, that a 
certificate be issued to him accordingly. 

Adjourned until Friday the 16th instant. 

Fripay, August 16, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Joux McGrew, Senior’s, case, commenced in page 729. 
Stephen Hogg, surveyor, being duly sworn, deposed, that to his best belief and information, John McGrew, Se- 
nior’s, donation tract, 1f located adjoining to the upper line of John Baker’s tract of four hundred acres, in virtue o! 
a Spanish warrant, will interfere with a grant ofone hundred acres of land from the British Government of Wes‘ 
Florida, to Abraham Little, also a grant of five hundred acres of land, from said Government, to Charles Walker. 
On turther investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion, that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of John Baker’s tract of four hundred 
acres, in virtue of a Spanish warrant or order of survey, in his own right; thence, with Bakev’s said line, south. 
to the corner thereof; thence, west, so far that a line from the termination thereof, to run north to the wes: 
margin of the Tombigbee river, and down the same margin to the beginning, shall include six hundred and 
forty acres: Provided, nevertheless, that the said claimant first obtain, before a court of competent jurisdiction, a 


t 


judicial decision in his favor, against the adverse claim by virtue of a grant from the British Government of Wes: 


Florida, of one hundred acres, to Abraham Little, bearmg date the i6th day of February, 17783 also, against the 
adverse claim by virtue of a grant from said Government, to Charles Walker, of five hundred acres, bearing date 


the 27th day of January, 1777. 

Joun Cauier, representative of Wilford Hoggatt; case commenced in page 688. 

n further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this clai ated as follows, viz: 

On furtl ivestigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, \ 

Beginning on a hackberry, on the bank of the Tombigbee river, being the beginning corner described in the 
claimant’s plot, eniered in the Register’s Office; theuce, to run south, fifty degrees west, so far thata line drawn 
from the termination thereof, south, forty-three degrees east, sixty-three chains and twenty-four links; thence, north. 
fifty degrees east, to the margin of the Tombigbee river; thence, up the river, as it meanders, to the beginning, shall 
include eight hundred acres of land. 


Anw Lawrencu’s case, commenced in page 721. 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of Noah Kenner Hutson’s donation 
tract, in right of Henry Nail; thence, south, fifteen degrees west, to the northwest corner of said Hutson’s tract; 
thence, north, seventy-two degrees wesi, so far thata line drawn from the termination thereof, north, fifteen degree= 
east, to the margin of said river; and thence, down the river, with its meanders, to the beginning, shall include fou: 
hundred and forty-five acres of land. ' 
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Georce Brewer, Junior’s, case, commenced in page 726, 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river. at the upper corner of Ann Lawrence’s donation tract, in 
her own rights thence, south, fifteen degrees west, one hundred and twenty-two chains; thence, north, sixty-six 
degrees west, so far that a line drawn from the termination of the same, north, fifteen degrees east, to the west mar- 
gin of said rivers thence, down the same, with its meanders, to the beginning, shall include six hundred and twenty- 
nine acres of land. 

Tuomas MALONE, representative of John Arnot; case commenced in page 774. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of George Brewer, Junior’s, donation 
tract, in his own right; thence, south, fifteen degrees west, one hundred and twenty-six chains forty-nine links: 
thence, north, seventy-eight degrees west, so far that a line therefrom, north, fifteen degrees east, to the margin of 
said rivers thence, down the margin of the same, to the beginning, shall include four hundred and eighty acres of land. 


Joun F. McGrew anv Ciark McGrew, representatives of Julian de Castros; case commenced in page 693. 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning on the west margin of the ‘Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of Thomas Malone’s claim, in virtue 
of a Spanish warrant, in the name of John Arnot; thence, south, filteen degrees west, one hundred and twenty-six 
chains forty-nine links; thence, north, seventy-eight degrees west, so far that a line drawn from the termination 
thereof, north, fifteen degrees east, to the margin of the Tombigbee river, and thence, down the margin of the same, 
to the beginning, shall include four hundred acres of land. 


Herrs or James McGrew; case commenced in page 686. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows. viz: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee mver, at the upper corner of Jolin Flood and Clark McGrew’s 
claim, in virtue of a Spanish warrant, in the name of Julian de Castro; thence, south, fifteen degrees west, one hun- 
dred and twenty-six chains forty-nine links; thence, north, seventy-six degrees west, so far that a line drawn from 
the termination thereof, north, fifteen degrees east, to the margin of said river, and down the margin of the same. to 
the beginning, shall include four hundred acres of land. 


GerorcE Brewer, Jun., representative of James Watkins; case commenced in page 659. 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning at the southwest corner of Noah Kenner Hutson’s donation tract, in the right of Henry Nail, and 
on the line of James Callier’s claim, in virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, in the name of Anthony Hoggatts thence, 
north, seventy-two degrees west, until it intersects the lower line of George Brewer’s donation tract, in his own 
right; thence, south, fifteen degrees west, with said Brewer’s said line, so far that a line drawn from the termination 
thereof, south, sixty-six degrees east, shall intersect the upper line of James Callier’s claim, before mentioned, and 
with the same, to the beginning, shall include six hundred and twenty acres of land. 


Sampson Mouncer’s case, commenced in page 653. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion. that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning at the northwest corner of George Brewer, Junior’s, donation tract, in his own rights thence, south, 
fifteen degrees west, eighty chains; thence, south, sixty-six degrees east, so far that a line from the termination 
thereof, north, fifteen degrees east, shall intersect the western boundary line of George Brewer, Junior’s, donation 
tract in the right of James Watkins; thence, with said line, north, sixty degrees west, until it intersects the line of 
said Brewer’s claim, in his own right; thence, with said Brewer’s line or lines, to the place of beginning, shall in- 
clude six hundred and thirty-four acres of land. 


Tuomas Goopwin, representative of Hiram Mounger; case commenced in page 714. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning at a cedar post, set up by the claimant, and branded with the initials J. M. and B. H.; thence, north, thirty 
degrees west, thirty-five chains and thirty links; thence, south, sixty degrees west, eighteen chains; thence, south, 
thirty degrees east, so far that a line from the termination thereof, north, sixty degrees east, eighteen chains, and a line 
to be drawn from the termination of this line, to the beginning, shall include one hundred and twenty acres of land. 


Sotomon WuEatT’s case, commenced in page 654. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning at a point on the south line of the tract of Thomas Goodwin, in the right of Hiram Mounger, twenty 
chains eighteen links from the southwest corner of said tract; thence, in the course of and with said line, south, 
thirty degrees east, forty-one chains and eighty links; thence, south, sixty degrees west, twenty-four chains; thence, 
north, thirty degrees west, so far that a line from the termination uf the same, direct to the beginning, shall intlude 
one hundred acres of land. 


Bewnsamin Harrison, representative of Jacob Miller; case commenced in page 712. 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning at a cedar post, set up by the claimant, branded J. M. and B. H., being also the beginning corner. of 
Thomas Goodwin’s claim, in right of Hiram Moungers from thence, north, thirty degrees west, so far, that a line 
from the termination thereof, north, sixty-five degrees east, eight chains and thirty-one links; thence, south, fifty- 
eight degrees east, eighty-three chains; thence, north, fifty degrees east, toa sweet gum corner on the margin of 
Ryan’s lake, return to the beginning cedar post, and run therefrom south, thirty degrees east, so far that the whole 
length of the line, beginning at the cedar post, and running north, thirty degrees west, and south, thirty degrees 
east, shall be one hundred and seventy-three chains; thence, from the termination of this line, north, sixty degrees 
east, forty chains and fifty links; thence, north, twenty-seven degrees east, sixty-five chains; thence, north, forty 
degrees east, to the south margin of Ryan’s lakes and thence, up the margin of the lake, to the sweet gum corner, 
shall include six hundred and forty acres of land. 


Peter MALong, representative of John Woods; case commenced in page 701. 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning at the upper or northwest corner of John Chastang’s tract of four hundred and eighty acres, in virtue of 
a Spanish warrant, or order of survey, in his own name; thence, with Chastang’s line, fourteen chains; thence, 
west, one hundred and fifteen chains; thence, north, twenty-eight chains; thence, east, one hundred and fifteen 
chains; thence, direct to the beginning, to include three hundred and twenty acres, exclusive of one square acre 
adjoining his upper line, to include the store and dwelling-house of Edwin Lewis, in which Judge Toulmin now re- 
sides: Provites, nevertheless, That the said claimant first obtain, before a court of competent jurisdiction, a judicial 
decision in his favor against the adverse claim, by virtue of a grant from the British Government of West Florida 
to John Sutherland, bearing date the 22d day of October, 1779; and the Board doth order thata certificate be grant- 
ed to him accordingly. 


James GrirFin’s case, commenced in page 649. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning on the line of John Chastang’s tract of four hundred and eighty acres, in virtue of a Spanish warrant, or 
order of survey, in his own right, at the southeast corner of Peter Malone’s pre-emption tract of three hundred and 
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twenty acres; thence, in the line of said Chastang, south, eighty chains; thence, west, eighty chains; thence, north, 
eighty chains; thence, direct to the beginning, shall include six hundred and forty acres of land. 


Epwin Lewis’s case, commenced in page 700. 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the mouth of a bayou, or gut, near to the upper end of the 
bluit'on which Fort St. Stephen’s stands; thence, up the west margin of said bayou, so far as to make eight chains in 
a straight lines thence, in a direct line, to the northeast corner of Peter Malone’s pre-emption of three hundred and 
twenty acres; thence, with said Malone’s upper line, east, so far, that one square acre on the south side thereof 
shall include the dwelling-house and store of the claimant, they being the same in which Judge Toulmin now re- 
sides; this east line to be continued so far on the line of ‘said Malone, as to make twenty-eight chains; thence, north 
forty degrees west, so fari that a direct line therefrom to the west margin of the said river, and down the same, as it 
meanders, to the place of beginning, shall include one hundred and sixty acres, exclusive of five acres, to include 
in the centre thereof, the cantonment at present occupied by the troops of the United States; the right of said 
five acres being reserved to the United States for their future use and disposition; and the Board doth order, that 
a certificate be issued accordingly. ° 


Epwarp Lioyp Waites, representative of John Baker; case commenced in page 773. 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning at the point where the line that runs north, forty degrees west, of Edwin Lewis’s pre-emption tract of 
one hundred and sixty acres, leaves the upper line of Peter iidlone’s pre-emption tract of three hundred and iwenty 
acres; thence, with said Lewis’s line, north, forty degrees west, to the corner thereof; thence, north, twenty chains: 
thence, west, so far, that a line from the termination of this line, to run south, until it intersects the upper line of 
said Malone’s said tract; and thence, with said line, to the beginning, shall include four hundred and eighty acres 
of land: Provided, nevertheless, That the claimant first obtain, before a court of competent jurisdiction, a judicia! 
decision in his favor against the adverse claim, by virtue of a grant from the British Government of West Florida, 
to John Sutherland, bearing date the 22d day of October, 1779; and the Board doth order that a certificate be 
issued accordingly. 


Wiutttam Rocers’s case, commenced in page 650. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning at a sassafras, on the west margin of the ‘Tombigbee river, being the beginning corner described in the 
claimant’s plot, entered in the Register’s Office, being also the upper corner of a tract granted by the British Go- 
vernment of West Florida to Robert Farmer, for one thousand acres; thence, south, seventy degrees west, fifty-five 
chains; thence, north, twenty degrees west, sc far that a line from the termination of the same, north, seventy de- 
grees east, to the margin of the Tombigbee river, and down the said margin to the place of beginning, shall include 
three hundred and eighty-eight acres of land. 


MatrrHew SHaw’s case, commenced in page 651. 
9 =) 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning on the west margin of the ‘Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of William Rogers’s pre-emption tract 
of three hundred and eighty-eight actes; thence, south, seventy degrees west, one hundred and six chains; thence 
north, thirty degrees west, so far that a line from the termination of the same, north, seventy degrees east, to the 
west margin of the Tombigbee river, and down said margin to the place of beginning, shall include three hundred 
and thirty-three acres of land. 


Wiruiam Wititams’s case, commenced in page 715. 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
seginning at a s iamegh on the west margin ot the Tombigbee river; thence, south, sixty degrees west, twenty 
chains and fifty links; thence, north, twenty-five degrees west, so farjthat a line from the termination of the same, 
north, fifty-six degrees east, to the west margin of the Tombigbee river, and down the said margin to the place of 
beginning, shall include one hundred and one acres of Jand. 


GrorcE Rossins, representative of Zadock Brashear; case commenced in page 673. 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning at a sycamore on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, being also the beginning corner of William 
Williams’s pre-emptic. tract of one hundred and one acres, and the same sycamore described in the claimant’s 
plot, entered in the Register’s Office; thence, south, sixty degrees west, fifty chains; thence, south, thirty degrees 
east, so far, that a line from the termination of the same, north, sixty degrees east, to the west margin of the ‘Tom- 
bigbee river, and up the said margin to the place of beginning, shall include two hundred and twenty acres of land. 


Raw ey GrrEN’s case, commenced in page 733. 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning at a sassafras, being the beginning corner described in the claimant’s plot, entered in the Register’s Office; 
also, the beginning corner of William Rogers’s pre-emption of three hundred and eighty-eight acres; thence, south, 
seventy degrees west, seventy-four chains; thence, south, forty degrees east, so far that a line from the termination 
of the same, north, seventy degrees east, to the west margin of the Tombigbee river, and up the said margin to the 
place of beginning, shall include two hundred and one acres. “ 


JoszrpH WESTMORELAND’S case, commenced in page 770. 


On further consideration and investigation, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the lower corner of Rawleigh Green’s pre-emption of two 
hundred and one acres; thence, south, seventy degrees west, sixty chains fifty links; thence, south, twenty degrees 
east, so far that a line from the termination of the same, north, seventy degrees east, to the west margin of the Tom- 
bigbee river, and up the said margin to the beginning, shall include one hundred and ninety-seven acres. 


Ransom HarwELv’s case, commenced in page 705. 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning at a willow oak, being the same described in the claimant’s plot, entered in the Register’s Office, stand- 
ing near to the branch that runs between the claimant’s house and the house of William Murrell; thence, north 
thirteen degrees west, thirty-one chains and sixty links; thence, south, seventy-five degrees west, twenty-six chains 
and fifteen links; thence, south, forty-seven degrees west, forty-three chains and fifty links; thence, south, forty - 
tive degrees east, so far that a line from the termination of the same to the place of beginning, shall include one 
hundred and ninety-seven acres. 


Wiiam Mvrre.v’s case, commenced in page 705. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning at a willow oak, being also the beginning corner of Ransom Harwell’s pre-emption of one hundred and 
ninety-seven acres; thence, with the south line of said Harwell’s tract, to his southwest corners thence, south, 
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forty-five degrees east, so far that a line from the termination of the same, to run parallel with the first mentioned 
line, and a line from the termination thereof to the place of beginning, shall include one hundred and sixty acres. 


James Huckasy’s case, commenced in page 715. 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning at a stake on the south margin of Tolla creek, a short distance below the confluence of Fulsom’s and 
Tolla creeks, being the beginning corner described in the claimant’s plot, entered in the Register’s Office; thence, 
east, so far that a line from the termination of the same, to run north, until ‘it intersects the upper line of Ransom 
Harwell’s pre-emption tract; thence, in the course of said Harwell’s line, north, forty-five degrees west, to the 
south margin of Tolla creeks and thence, up said margin to the place of beginning, shal! include four hundred and 
sixty-seven acres. 


Epwin Lewis, representative of McCole and McClendon; case commenced in page 708. 
Pp 3 pag 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning at a stake on the south margin of Tolla creek, a short distance below the confluence of Fulsom’s and 
Tolla creeks, it being also the beginning corner of James Huckaby; thence, east, so far, that a direct line from the 
termination of the same, to the lower margin of Fulsom’s creek; thence, with said margin of said creek, as it mean- 
ders, to its junction with Tolla creek; thence, down the south margin of Tolla creek to the beginning, shall include 
one hundred and sixty acres. 


Epwin Lewis, representative of William Green; case commenced in page 711. 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning in the fork of Tolla and Fulsom’s creeks, at their junction; thence, up the southern margin of Tolla 
creek, to the point where the line of Bryan and Brewer’s pre-emption tract of three hundred and twenty acres 
crosses said Tolla creek; thence, in the course of said Bryan and Brewer’s line, north, seventy degrees east, so far, 
that a direct line therefrom to Fulsom’s creek, and with said creek, to the beginning, shall include one hundred 
and sixty acres. 


Exisua Srumons’s case, commenced in page 650. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning on the west margin of the ‘Tombigbee river, at the lower corner of Joseph Westmoreland’s pre-emption 
tract of one hundred and ninety-seven acres; thence, in a direct line to the northeast corner of Ransom Harwell’s 
one hundred and ninety-seven acre pre-emption tract; thence, in the course of said line, south, thirteen degrees east, 
so far that a line from the termination of the same, to the west margin of the Tombigbee river, and up the said mar- 
gin to the beginning, shall include one hundred and sixty acres of land. 


Joun FLoop McGrew’s case; commenced in page 738. 
3 S 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz. 
Beginning at a hickory, being the same described in the claimant’s plot, entered in the Register’s Office, as his be- 
ginning corners thence, north, thirteen degrees west, forty chains; thence, south, seventy-seven degrees west, eighty 
chains; thence, south, thirteen degrees east, forty chains; thence, direct to the beginning, shall include three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land. : 


Tsaac Ryan’s case, commenced in page 646. 
On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
_ Beginning at the mouth of Ryan’s lake, at its junction with Bassett’s creek, at a black gums; thénce, south, 

eighty-five degrees west, thirty chains; thence, south, twenty-one degrees west, thirty-three chains, to the corner 
of Benjamin Harrison’s donation tract; thence, with said Harrison’s line, south, fifty-eight degrees east, eighty-three 
chains; thence, north, fifty degrees east, four chains, to said Harrison’s sweet gum corner; this line of north, fifty 
degrees east, to be continued so far that a line from the termination thereof, north, seven degrees west, to the 
southern margin of Bassett’s creek, and up the same, to the place of beginning, shall include six hundred and forty 
acres of land. 

Sotomon Boyk1y, representative of Elizabeth Reed; case commenced in page 720. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning at the mouth of the big lake, at a sweet gum, being the place of beginning described by the claimant’s 
plot. entered in the Register’s Offices thence, up the margin of said lake, to Bassett’s line; thence, north, sixty-seven 
degrees west, so far that a line from the termination thereof, south, twenty-three degrees west, to the northern 
margin of Bassett’s creek, and down the same to the place of beginning, shall include five hundred and two acres of 
land. 

James Scorr, representative of Gabriel Burrows; case commenced in page 663. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning at a pine, being the beginning corner described in the claimant’s plot, entered in the Register’s Office; 
thence, in a direct line to the southwest corner of Solomon Wheat’s pre-emption tract of one hundred acres; thence, 
in. the course of said Wheat’s line, south, thirty degrees east, so far as to make one hundred and twenty-two chains, 
from the beginning pine, thence, south, sixty degrees west, twenty-five chains; thence, north, thirty degrees west, 
seventy-nine chains; thence, north, forty-five degrees west, thirty chains and fifty links; thence, direct to the be- 
«inning, shall include three hundred and seventy-five acres of Jand. 


Hezexian Carrer, representative of Robert Jones; case commenced in page 710. 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be lor ated as follows, viz: 

Beginning at the point, where the line of James Scott’s donation tract, running north, thirty degrees west, 
seventy-nine chains, terminates; thence, in the course of said Scott’s line, north, sixty degrees west, twenty-five 
chains; thence, north, forty-five degrees west, twenty chains; thence, south, sixty-five degrees east, thirty chains; 
thence, direct tothe beginning, shall include sixty acres of land. ' 

Tuomas GoopwIn, representative of Daniel Kennedy; case commenced in page 775. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning on the margin of Ryan’s lake, at the point; where the line of Benjamin Harrison’s donation tract, run- 
ning north, forty degrees east, strikes said lake; thence, up the south margin of said lake, forty chains; thence, north, 
fifty degrees east, twenty chains; thence, south, forty degrees east, fifty-five chains; thence, south, forty chains; 
thence, south, sixty-seven degrees west, to said Harrison’s line; and from thence, with his line or lines, to the place 
of beginning, shall include two hundred and eighty-six acres of land. 


Naruan BiackwE.v’s case, commenced in page 648. 


On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning on the west margin of the ‘ombigbee river, at the upper corner of Francis Boykin’s tract of eight 
hundred acres, in virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey,in the name of Adam Hollinger; thence, north, sixty- 
~ seven degrees west, to the said Boykin’s line, one hundred and twenty chains; thence, north, twenty-three degrees 
east, so far that a line from the termination thereof, south, sixty-seven degrees east, to the margin of the Tom- 
bigbee a down the margin of said river, as it meanders, to the beginning, shall include six hundred and forty 
acres of land. 
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loun Duxy’s case, commenced in page 721. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning on the west margin of the Tombigbee river, at the upper corner of Nathan Blackwell’s donation tract, 
of six hundred and forty acres; thence, north, sixty-seven degrees west, in the course of said Blackwell’s line, eighty 
chains; thence, north, twenty-three degrees east, so far, that a line therefrom, south, sixty-seven degrees east, to 
the west margin of the ‘Tombigbee river, and down the said margin to the beginning, shall include three hundred 
and twenty acres of land. 


Francis STRINGER’S case, commenced in page 676. 
On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
That a square tract of one hundred and sixty acres, running due north, due east, due south, and due west, shal! 
include the present gin-house of the claimant in the centre thereof. 
Adjourned until Monday, the 19th instant. 
Monpay, 4ugust 19, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Tuomas Matone’s case, commenced in page 722. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be Iccated as follows, viz: 

Beginning on the west margin of the ‘Tombigbee river, at the lower corner of John Callier’s tract of eight hun- 
dred acres, in virtue of a Spanish warrant of survey, in the name of Wilford Hoggatts thence, in the course of said 
Callier’s line, south, fifty degrees west, eighty chains; thence, south, forty degrees east, so far that a line from the 
termination thereof, direct to the west margin of the Tombigbee river, and up the margin of the same, to the begin- 
ning, shall include three hundred and twenty acres of land. 

Wrcne Wat Lry’s case, commenced in page 657. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning at the northwest corner of William H. Hargrave’s pre-emption tract of three hundred and twenty 
acres; thence, west, seventy-one chains; thence, south, twenty-two chains; thence, east, to said Hargrave’s line, and 
with said line, north, to the beginning, to include one hundred and fifty-six acres of land. 


Ricuarp BrasueEar’s case, commenced in page 655. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 
_ Beginning at the southeast corner of Wyche Watley’s one hundred and fifty-six acre pre-emption tract on the 
line of Hargrave, thence. west, with Watley’s line, forty chains; thence, south, forty chains; thence, east, to Har- 
grave’s line, and with said line to the beginning, shall include one hundred and sixty acres of land. 


Hiram Mowuncer’s case, commenced in page 653. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning at the southwest corner of James Denley’s tract of two hundred and eighty acres, in virtue of a Span 
ish warrant or order of survey, in the name of Solomon Johnston; thence, west, ninety chains; thence, south, fifty 
chains; thence, east, sixty chains; thence, south, thirty-three chains seventy-five links; thence, east, so;far that a 
line from the termination thereof, north, to said Denley’s line, and with said line west, to the place of beginning, 
shall include six hundred and forty acres of land. 

Adjourned until Thursday, the 22d instant. 
Tuurspay, August 22, 1805. 


The Board met according toadjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Wituiam Giniiam, representative of John Clark; case commenced in page 713. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim be located as follows, viz: 

Beginning at a pine on the north side of Sunflower creek, being the beginning corner described in the claimant’s 
plot, entered in the Register’s Office; thence, south, seven degrees east, forty chains; thence, south, sixty-five de- 
grees west, thirty-four chains; thence, north, seven degrees west, so far, that a direct line therefrom to the place of 
beginning, shal! include one hundred and two acres, and the improvements of the claimant. 

Adjourned until Saturday, the 24th instant. 
SaturpDay, Jugust 24, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Joun and Tanpy Watker’s case, commenced in page 732. 

On further investigation and consideration, the Board is of opinion that the claim in virtue of a grant from the 
British Government of West Florida to Robert Farmer, bearing date the 6th day of August, 1778, does not inter- 
fere with this claim. 


Crark McGrew’s case, commenced in page 769. 

On further consideration and investigation, the Board is of opinion that a part of this claim is interfered with by 
the claim of the heirs of Robert Farmer, in virtue of a grant from the British Government of West Florida to Robert 
Farmer, of one thousand acres, bearing date 6th of August, 1778. 

Adjourned until Tuesday, the 27th instant. 

Tuespay, August 27, 1805. 
The Board met.according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Friday, the 30th instant. 
Fripay, Jugust 30, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Monday, the 2d day of September next. 
Monpay, Seplember 2, 1805. 

The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Wednesday, the 4th instant. 
Wepnespay, September 4, 1805. 


The Board met according toadjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Narciso Brovutin’s case, commenced in page 809. 


Augustin Rochon was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that in the year 1795, said Nar- 
ciso Broutin, with some negroes, inhabited and cultivated a crop of corn on the land in question; that the family 
of Mr. Broutin resided in Mobile, but that he made the corn to provision his family. 

Solomon Johnston (August 12) was presented as a witness, and, being duly sworn, deposed, that he knew the 
land claimed; that it lay just below the mouth of the Alabama river, nearly opposite to th 


e upper end of a small 
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islands that said land was inhabited and cultivated by Broutin’s negroes, but at what time he could not say, but 


he knew that the negroes were Broutin’s. — 
Question. Do you know whether Narciso Broutin, about the time you mention to have been on his place, cul- 
tivated any other land? 


Answer. I do not know. Poe eae eeoe rel ae ; 
On due consideration, the Board is of opinion that this claim is supported agreeably to the requiréments of law, 


and that the claimant is entitled to a patent for eight hundred acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: 
Beginning on the east margin of the Mobile river, at the upper corner of a tract of one thousand two hundred 
acres, confirmed to the heirs of Dominique de Olive, in virtue of a Spanish warrant, or order of survey, in the name 
of said Dominique de Olive, dated New Orleans, 26th of December, 1794; thence, up the east margin of the Me- 
bile and the Alabama rivers, so far as to make sixty-three chains twenty-four links, in a straight lines thence, south, 
sixty-two degrees east, so far that a direct line from the termination thereof shail strike the northeast corner of 
said Olive’s tract; and thence, with his upper line, to the beginning, on the margin of the Mobile river, so as to 


include eight hundred acres. 
Adjourned until Saturday, the 7th instant. 
Saturpay, September 7, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Tuesday, the 10th instant. 
Turspay, September 10, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Adjourned until Thursday, the 12th instant. : 
Tuurspay, September 12, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Adjourned until Saturday, the 14th instant. 
Saturpay, September 14, 1805. 


The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 

MississipP1 Territory, Washington County, August 3, 1804. 
SiR: ee 
In a private communication from a member of the Board of Commissioners, the Tensaw settlement was men- 
tioned as being left in an unpleasant predicament. Upon further reflection, we have thought it our duty to advise 
you officially and more particularly on this subject. 

As the ascertainment of the rights of persons to land on the east side of ‘Tombigbee river, was not included in 
the provisions of the act of the 3d_ March, 1803, the inhabitants there conceived it optional with them, whether or 
not to enter their claims with the Register of the Land Office, by the 31st March, 1804. On the recommendation 
of the commissioners, the claims were perhaps generally, though not entirely, entered; but itis probable, and indeed 
certain. that many important documents necessary to correct adjudication on these claims, have not, in conse- 
quence of the abovementioned construction of the law, been entered. It is conceived that no Board which may be 
authorized to decide upon these claims, can do justice if the claimants are barred from completing their entries at 
the Register’s Office. ‘The act of the 27th March, 1804, supplementary to the act of the 3d of March, 1803, con- 
tains no provisions applicable to this object. 

We looked a long time for official information that Congress had passed an act to enlarge the commissions 
which issued under the act of the 3d of March, 1803, declaring that the commissioners should, by virtue of those 
commissions, take cognizance of the claims east of Tombigbee river, but no communication of any kind, touching 
this subject, was received. Since the termination of the judicial business of the Board, namely, on the 26th July, 
the Register received a newspaper copy of the supplementary act referred to above. Had this act been announced 
in time, still it does not appear to contain any declaration investing the commissioners, heretofore appointed, with 
additional powers. 

Both the acts above mentioned exclude from the jurisdiction of the commissioners all claims to land where the 
Indian title has not been extinguished. On inspection of the confirmation of the boundary line between the United 
States and the Choctaw nation, executed the 31st August, 1803, by General Wilkinson on the one part, and Mingo 
Poos-Coos and Alatala Hoomah on the other part, we find the limits thus described: beginning in the Hatcha Co- 
misa or War river, where the limits between the United States and Spain cross the same; thence, up the channel 
of said river, to the confluence of Chickasaw Hay and Buckatannee rivers; thence, up the channel of the Bucka- 
tannee, to Bogue Hoomah or Red creek; and thence, with the various courses in said instrument written, to the 
main branch of the Sintee Bogue or Snake creek; and thence, with said creek, to the Tombigbee river; thence, 
down the main channel of the TTombigbee and Mobile rivers, to the abovementioned line of limits between the 
United States and Spain, and with the same to the point of beginning. 

By report only we are informed that General Wilkinson, in behalf of the United States, ran. marked, and 
confirmed a line of demarcation between the United States and the Creek Indians: beginning on the east side of 
the Tombigbee river, and on the north or upper side of the bayou, by the name of the Cut-off, (which flows between 
the Alabama and ‘l‘ombigbee alternately, as either of those rivers are the highest;) and thence, as specified in the 
said treaty. The island formed by these waters, called Nanna Hubba, containing about twenty thousand acres of the 
first quality of land, has been recently claimed by the Choctaw nation. These Indians refer to the beforementioned 

ines, settled on the 31st of Angust, 1803, as evidence of their never having relinquished their right to Nanna 
Hubba island. It is, however, certain, that, during the times when the British and Spanish Governments held the 
jurisdiction of this country, the island in question was in the occupancy and exclusive possession of their respective 
subjects; and has, in like manner, continued in the possession of the American citizens since the jurisdiction has 
been surrendered to the United States. It is believed that the Indian title was extinguished by the British, 
and that the same will appear by the field notes of Mr. Purcell, an English surveyor, and that these notes are, 
or were in the possession of General Wilkinson; and it is also said that General Wilkinson was fully of opinion 
that this island belonged to the United States. However satisfactory these circumstances may be, in the formation 
of private opinions, a judicial tribunal cannot proceed on such loose grounds; it must require official documents 
to justify its judgment. Any Board which may be appointed to adjust the claims on the east side of the Tombig- 
bee, will find insuperable difficulties, unless the Government is pleased to furnish such official documents and other 
evidence as may lead to a correct decision. 

On the 16th of July all the judicial business of the Board of Commissioners, which could come under its cog- 
nizance, by virtue of the law from which its appointment and authority were derived, was closed. Nothing re- 
mained to be done, but that the signature of a majority of the members be affixed to the certificates which have 
been adjudged to be issued; and, also, to report on the subject of British grants fully executed, required by the 
seventh section of the act. Under these circumstances, Mr. Nicholas, one of the commissioners, requested the 
consent of his colleagues to retire; the Board, considering that the object of its appointment was effected, and all 
the services to which it was particularly commissioned, draw near to the ultimate point, was of opinion that Mr. 
Nicholas might, with propriety, retires and he has accordingly taken his departure tor Kentucky. 

We have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, your obedient servants, 


EPHRAIM KIRBY, 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, 
Commissioners for adjusting claims to lands east of Pearl river. 


Hon. ALBert GaLaTin, Esq. 
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Boarp or Commissioners, EAST OF Pzart River, Hosuckinroopa, 
September 21, 1805. 
SiR: 
We have the satisfaction to communicate to you that on this day we finished the business of the Board, and 
adjourned sine die. 
Uncontrollable circumstances have protracted the completion of this tedious and complex business much longer 


than had been anticipated by you. 


Since the meeting of the Board at this place on the Ist day of May last, many complaints have been pesented 
against the locations (previously made) of lands lying on the west side of the ‘Tombigbee rivers and in all cases 
where the party complaining convinced us more justice might be done by a revision of the case, we either made 
a new location, or so modified the old one as to us seemed right. 

The locations, in every instance, have been effected, and the certificates issued, without any survey having been 
made under the authority of the United States. From this circumstance, we liave experienced much perplexity, as 
we were compelled to act either from such doubtful information as we could obtain, from the witnesses and the 
private surveyors, presented by the claimants, or to postpone issuing the certificates until the respective claims 
might be surveyed under the authority of the United States. ‘To the latter course, intrinsic objections presented 
themselves; and in adopting the former, difficulties in identifying the point or place at which certain tracts were 
to begin, unavoidably,intervened. Hence it is our opinion, that it might more certainly establish the rights of indi- 
viduals, as well as* facilitate the progress of the business of the Surveyor of Public Lands, if he, or those acting 
under his authority, should be empowered by /aw to administer oaths, compel the attendance of witnesses, and 
take their testimony, in order to identify such points or places of beginning as could not, for want of the necessary 
information, be described with certainty in the certificates issued by the Board. 

We have the honor to be, sir, with perfect respect and esteem, your most obedient servants, 
ROBERT C. NICHOLAS, 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS. 
The Honorable ALgert Gatiatin, Esq. Secretary of the Treasury. 


Boarp oF ComMIssioNERSs, EAST OF PEARL RIVER, 

eae September 14, 1805. 
Enveloped herewith you will receive the report (of British grants, legally and fully executed, and duly re- 
corded) required from this Board by the 7th section of an act entitled ** An act regulating the grants of land, and 
providing for the disposal of lands of the United States south of the State of Tennessee,” passed on the 3d day of 
March, 1803. 
We have the honor to be, sir, with perfect respect and esteem, your most obedient servants. 
ROBERT C. NICHOLAS, 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS. 


Sir: 


The Honorable Atzert Gatiatin, Esq. Secretary of the Treasury. 


Adjourned until Tuesday, the 17th instant. 
Turspay, September 17, 1805. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until ‘Thursday, the 19th instant. 
Tuurspay, September 19, 1805. 
The Board met according to adjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 
Adjourned until Saturday, the 21st instant. ; 
SaturpDay, Sepfember 21, 1805. 


The Board met according toadjournment. Present: Robert C. Nicholas, Joseph Chambers. 


Boarp oF CoMMISSIONERS, EAST OF PEARL RIVER, HopuckINToopPa, 
September 21, 1805. 


Enclosed you will receive a certificate, stating the day on which the clerk of this Board entered upon the 
duties of his office, and also the day on which the Board adjourned sine die. 
The vouchers for all the incidental and contingent expenses to which this Board has been subjected. are certified 
by us, in duplicate, and will be presented for settlement by the clerk, Mr. Parmelee. 
We have the honor tv be, sir, with perfect respect and esteem, your most obedient servants, 
ROBERT C. NICHOLAS, 
JOSEPH CHAMBERS, 


Sir: 


The Honorable Atsert GaiaTin, Esq. Secretary of the Treasury. 


The Board ordered that the clerk take into his possession and safe keeping the books and papers, and cause 
them to be transmitted to, and lodged in the office of the Secretary of State, agreeably to a requisition in the sixth 
section of the act of Congress of the 3d of March, 1803, eniitled ** An act regulating the grants of land, and provid- 
ing for the disposal of the lands of the United States south of the Siate of Tennessee.” 

Adjourned sine die. 


Attest: DAVID PARMELEE 2d, Clerk of the Board. 
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10th Conaress. ] No. 155. [2d Session.’ 


RELIEF TO PURCHASERS, REDUCTION OF THE PRICE, AND REPEAL OF THE CREDIT 
SYSTEM, IN THE SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 19, 1809. 


Mr. Jerem1AH Morrow, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom were referred a number of petitions from 
purchasers of public lands in the State of Ohio, and also a resolution directing an inquiry into the expediency of 
oa the price of the public lands, and of abolishing the credit upon the sales thereof, made the following 
report: 

The petitioners state, that they have purchased lands of the United States, have paid part of the purchase money, 
and many of them have made valuable improvements thereon; that, at the time of making their purchases, they had a 
confident expectation of making payment on the terms offered by the United States, but that, by the general sus- 
pension of commerce, and, in many of the individual States, the intervention of legal impediments to the recovery 
of debts, they are deprived of the means of fulfilling their pi emg with the United States, as thereby they 
have lost a market for the produce of their farms, and are unable to collect the money due to them in the States 
from whence they emigrated. They pray, 


Ist. That the forfeitures of interest which have been incurred, or which may be incurred during the existence of 
the laws laying an embargo, may be remitted. ‘ 

2d. That the time for completing the payment of the purchase money on lands heretofore purchased may be 
extended. On the first subject of the prayer of the petitioners, the committee would observe, that, by the act passed 
the 10th of May, 1800, interest, at the rate of six per cent. a year, was charged on the three last instalments from 
the date of the purchase, the interest thereby virtually making a part of the purchase money. The provision of the 
act is as follows: ‘* Interest, at the rate of six per cent. a year from the day of sale, shall be charged on the three 
last payments, payable as they respectively become due.” Under the operation of this provision, it did appear that 
there was not sufficient inducement afforded by the law to individuals to make punctual payment of their instal- 
ments when they became due; and to remedy the evil, as the committee believe, it was enacted by the eleventh sec- 
tion of an act passed the 26th of March, 1804, ‘* That no interest shall be charged on any instalment which may 
hereafter become due: Provided, That such instalment shall be paid on the day on which the same shall become due; 
but the interest shall be charged and be demanded, in conformity with the provisions heretofore in force, from the 
date of the purchase, on each instalment, which shall not be paid on the day on which the same shall become due.” 
The committee are of opinion that it would be improper to remit the forfeitures of interest which have been incurred 
under the above-recited provisions, as thereby delinquent purchasers would be placed on an equal or in a better 
situation than those purchasers who have made punctual payment of their instalments; and to dispense with the for- 
feitures of interest in future, would be to withdraw the principal inducement from the purchasers to make payment 
of their instalments when they shall become due. 

3d. In considering the statement made by the petitioners in support of their claim to an extension of time 
for completing their payments on lands heretofore purchased, the committee are impressed with the opinion, that, 
unless relief is afforded, numerous instances will occur of failure in individuals to complete their payments within 
the term prescribed by law. This opinion is supported by circumstances of general notoriety. * several of the 
States laws have been passed restricting the usual means for the recovery of debts, by which the collection of money 
is rendered difficult, and a speedy recovery impracticable; nor can money be obtained with much greater facility 
wheressuch restrictions have not been adopted; for, with the suspension of foreign commerce, has ceased that demand 
for domestic produce, and that exchange of produce for specie, so necessary to produce a general circulation of it, 
that whilst a redundant moneyed capital has accumulated in the commercial towns and cities, its circulation is pro- 
portionally diminished in the interior and remote parts of the country. 

From the statement (C) annexed to the last financial report of the Secretary of the Treasury, it appears that, on 
the Ist of October last, the total balance due by individuals for lands purchased of the United States was 
$2,041,673 003, of which sum $586,817 05} remained due from the last year, and $651,778 023 becoming due in 
the present year on preceding sales, the sums remaining due from the last, and becoming due in the present year, 
form an aggregate of $1,238,595 673. From these considerations and facts results the opinion that numerous cases 
of delinquency will occur. In casea tract of land be not completely paid for within five years from the date of the 
purchase, it is to be sold at public vendue, by the Register of the Land Office, for a price not less than the whole 
arrears due thereon, with the expenses of sale; the surplus, if any, is to be returned to the purchaser: but if the sum 
due, with interest, be not bidden and paid, the land is to revert to the United States, and all moneys paid for the 
land are forfeited. ‘The delinquencies that take place under the existing laws are evidently produced by the 
inability of the purchasers to make punctual payments the forfeiture of interest on the three last instalments charged 
for the five years, would average fifteen per cent. per annum from the time the instalments become due, until the 
period when the land would be sold, or would revert to the United States on account of non-payment. ‘The pur- 
chaser could not employ the money so as to replace such forfeiture; hence, by enforcing the law, the receipts from 
individuals would not be much increased, but the lands of a great number of inhabitants, encumbered with the occu- 
pancy of the purchaser, would revert to the United States, or a great quantity of improved lands offered at public 
vendue for the arrears due by delinquent purchasers (in most instances at a price less than that charged on the pub- 
lic lands) might give employment to a capital not possessed by the agricultural class of our citizens, and thereby 
encourage speculation, and produce a state of things unfavorable to the improvement and prosperity of the country. 
From a full view of the subject, the committee do not hesitate to recommend a conditioned extension of time for 
making payment on lands heretofore purchased. . : 

As to the abolition of the credit upon the sales, and the reduction of the price of the public lands, there are con- 
siderations which seem strongly to recommend such a modification of the present system. 

Ist. By the abolition of the credit; the interest of every subsequent purchase will at once become identified 
with that of the Government; whereas, under the present system, as long as.a purchaser continues indebted to the 
United States, he holds an interest to the amount of what he may owe adverse to that of the Government. 

It is not conceived to be sound policy to pursue a system which may thus give to any portion of the community 
an interest inimical to the Government, and which may tend to weaken their attachment to the Union. 

2dly. ‘The abolition of the credit would facilitate the collection gf the money proceeding from the sales of the 
public lands. ‘The demand for lands has been heretofore, in some measure, supplied by the vacant lands held by 
States or individuals, and which have been sold at a lower price than those of the United States; but, as the quan- 
tity of vacant lands held by States or individuals has greatly diminished, and, in a few years more, will become 
entirely exhausted, it is not unreasonable to suppose that the demand for the lands of the United States will increase 
to such a degree that the majority of the people, in some considerable sections of the country, may become at the 
same time indebted to the Government. ‘This would render the collection of the money extremely difficult, if not 
utterly impracticable. 

adly. tT he abolition of the credit will destroy every occasion of future applications for indulgences, which, under 
the operation of the present system, will, in all probability, be repeatedly made; and it will consequently hereafter 

. preclude that necessity of legislative interposition upon be subject. ; 

4thly. It will prevent that private distress which men, seduced by the temptation which the credit holds out to 

them, bring upon eo by extending their purchases beyond their means of payment; and those sources of 
115 Pp 























Rae 





— ——— 








PUBLIC LANDS. [1809. 


910 


discontent and disquietude which will unavoidably result from the measures necessary to enforce the payment, in 


cases of failure, will be, by the contemplated change, removed. 
As to the reduction of the price, it seems naturally to result from the abolition of the credit. ' 
It is believed that the price of the lands of the United States is considerably higher than that at which the States 


have sold their vacant lands; and it is not thought that a moderate reduction of the price of the public lands would 
diminish the revenue derived from that source, or that it would encourage speculation; while, at the same time, it 
might enable every honest, industrious man, though poor, to purchase. ; 

The policy of extending the time for the completion of the payments on preceding sales of the public lands, and 
that of abolishing the credit on sales hereafter to be made, having a mutual dependence, the committee have sup- 
posed it advisable to include these two subjects in the same report; and, under this impression, have determined to 
ask leave of the House to report a bill to embrace these two subjects, which they herewith submit to the considera- 


tion of the House. 





Treasury DeparRTMENT, December 29, 1808. 


Sir: 

The statement (C*) annexed to the annual financial report of this year contains all the official information of 
this Department respecting the sums due by the purchasers of public lands, and connected with their petitions for 
an extension of credit on those purchases. 

That such extension will, to a certain degree, affect the revenue, cannot be doubted; and you are perfectly aware 
of the necessity under which the United States now are of availing themselves of all their resources. Yet as, on 
the other hand, a portion of the money which would, in the ordinary course of things, be applied to the payment of 
former purchases, would, if the time shall be extended, be paid for new purchases, the actual receipts may not be 
materially diminished, and the danger of an increasing balance due by individuals be avoided; provided that the 
two following provisions be made part of the system: 

1. That the extension of credit, instead of being absolute, be conditioned on partial annual payments. Thus, sup- 
posing that two additional years of credit be given to former purchasers, let it be on the express condition of their 
paying, before the time when the land would become liable to be sold for non-payment of the balance due, one-third 
part of such balance, and the other two-thirds in two equal annual payments: the land to be liable to be sold in case 
of failure in paying either instalment. ; 

2. Let credits be altogether abolished in all future sales, reducing, in consideration thereof, the price of lands to 
one dollar and a half or one dollar and a quarter per acre; fixing the price low enough to enable every industrious 
actual settler to become a purchaser, and leaving it sufficiently high to prevent land monopolies. I have, on several 
former occasions, expressed my decided approbation of that plan. _ It is important, if practicable, that the body of the 
people should not, in any quarter of the Union, be debtors of the General Government. It will, generally speaking, 
be more advantageous for the new settlers to purchase only what they can at the time pay for. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


JerEMiAH Morrow, Esq., Chairman of the Land Committee. 





10th Conaress. } No. 156. [2d Session. 








RECLAIMED LANDS IN THE ORLEANS TERRITORY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, FEBRUARY 13, 1809. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 

The memorial of the inhabitants of the parish and county of Pointe Coupée, ir the Territory of Orleans, most 
respectfully and humbly showeth: That, from time immemorial, until about thirty years from this period, a quantity 
of land situate on the Great Bayou, and Bayou Maringouin, in the said parish, has been annually inundated, and un- 
suitable for cultivation; that the said inhabitants did, at great trouble and expense, levee the bank of the Missis- 
sippi river, whereby they have rendered the said lands suitable and fit for pastures and cultivation; that, at the time 
the said lands were subject to be inundated, and before the making or erecting the said levee, several of the in- 
habitants owned, and yet do own, small tracts of land adjacent to the said lands, reclaimed by their labor and indus- 
try, &c. each of which is not of a quantity or extent sufficient for cultivation to support a family; that, at the period 
when the said inhabitants put themselves to the trouble and expense to prevent the said lands from future inunda- 
tions, and to render them fit for cultivation, they then, and ever since that time, hoped that Government would 
grant uato them the said lands as a compensation or an indemnification for their expenses and trouble, and as an 


appendage to their small tracts of land adjoining the lands formerly inundated; that, in full faith and confidence 


that the Government would reward their care and industry, thus exerted and rendered for the general benefit of 
the public, they have, for the said thirty years, kept the said levee in repair. ‘The quantity of land thus rescued from 
inundation, and made valuable by the industry, care, and expense of the said inhabitants, will, if divided between 
the claimants, give to each of them but a small portion or dividend; and although the share of each claimant will 
be small, yet that addition will be of great importance to the proprietors of small tracts, and will render their 


scanty pittance sufficiently large to support their families by cultivation, &c. 
our memorialists being warmly attached to the Constitution and Government of the United States, by princi- 


Y 
ple, duty, inclination, and interest, and in full confidence that their just claim to the said lands will be ratified by 
the United States in Congress convened: 

Therefore, your memorialists pray that the said lands may be secured unto them by a law of Congress, to be 
passed or enacted for that purpose, either granfing to your memorialists the said lands as a donation or compensation 
for the industry, care, und expense they have been at in rendering the said lands suitable for cultivation; or, that the 
honorable the Senate and House of Representatives will grant to the said inhabitants the right of pre-emption to 
the said land; setting the price per acre to a low and reasonable rate, &c. 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

J. BOYDROS, and others. 


* See Finances, vol. 2, page 313. 
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MILITARY BOUNTY LAND WARRANTS FRAUDULENTLY OBTAINED. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 27, 1809. 


Mr. JEREMIAH Morrow, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom were referred the several petitions of 
Job Sheldon, William Irwin, and Richard Long, made the following report: 


The petitioners state that they were soldiers in the revolutionary war, and, in consequence of their services, entitled 
to military bounty lands, out of which they have been defrauded; land warrants having issued to satisfy them for their 
services before they made application, without their knowledge, and to persons not authorized to receive them. 

The petitioners pray that an inquiry may be instituted in order to devise a mode of relief. 

The committee cannot doubt but that, in some instances, the soldiers of the revolutionary war have been defrauded 
out of their bounty lands. But they believe that it is now as difficult to provide a safe remedy for such wrongs, as it was 
formerly to adopt regulations entirely to prevent them; had a degree of evidence been required by law to be pro- 
duced by persons claiming bounty lands, so_ as entirely to have prevented impositions, the effect must have been to 
render it difficult, and, in some instances, impracticable, for persons rightfully entitled to have substantiated their 
claims. It is not the opinion of the committee that the regulations on the subject were insufficient or defective, or 
that the Government are accountable for the frauds that may have been committed. 

The committee are informed that numerous applications are made at the War Office for land warrants on claims 
which it appears by the records have been already satisfied. To authorize asecond warrant to be issued whenever it is 
alleged by the original claimant that the first had not issued by his order, or to his assignee, would be to sanction the 
principle that the public record is not conclusive evidence; the admission of which principle would expose the 
public to extensive impositions. Nor do the committee believe a legislative provision necessary to afford a remedy in 
the cases stated by the petitioners, inasmuch as ‘the military land warrants are designated by numbers; they can 
ascertain the number of the warrants issued on their respective claims, the person to whom issued, and the lots on 
which they have been located, and, by resorting to a court of competent jurisdiction, obtain full and complete relief 
against the fraud practised upon them. From the foregoing view of the subject, the committee respectfully submit 
the following resolution: —__ ; 

Resolved, That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their several petitions. 
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Menissier, Francis, cultivation of ee vine, - 256 
Mercier, Juhn D., refugee, lands, - - 28 
Minturn, Benjamin G., Georgia grants, - 587 
- 133, 189, 257 


Military adventurers, claims, - 
Mississippi Legislature, titles to lands, 161, 184, 261, 597 
Mississippi Companies, claims, 24, 133, 149, 215, 252 
Morrison, Arthur, forfeiture of first payment, - 124 
Morton, Perez, claim to land ceded by Georgia, 159, 209 
Moultrie, Alexander, member of South Carolina 
Yazoo Company, - - - 165, 178 
Moultrie, Dr. James, member of South Carolina 
Yazoo Company, - - - 165, 178 
Mountjoy, John, military land warrant, - - 93 


Murray, William, et als., members of ‘the Illinois 
24, 27, 72, 74, 160, 189 


Company, - - 
Natchez, city of, town lots, - 162, 194, 219, 259 
Nelson, John, military bounty lands, - - 80 
New England Mississippi Company, claims, 215, 252 
New York, inhabitants of — application for 

lands, - - - - - 288 
New York, inhabitants of, Georgia lands, - - 587 
Nightingale, John C., claim under a law of Geor- 

ria, : - - - - - 34, 71 
Northw estern Territory, inhabitants of, penne 

tion rights, - - Mill 
Nova Scotia, refugees from, lands, 28, 31, 92, 106, 110, 

585 

Officers and soldiers, lands, - 17, 23, 24, 26, 583 
Ogden, Jonathan, Georgia grants, : - 587 
Ohio, inhabitants of, extension of credit, - - 284 
Do. do. reserved lands, - - 304 
Do. do. exchange of school lands, - 582 


Ohio Company, claims, - - 24, 25, 29, 67, 255 
Orleans Territory, inhabitants of, land ‘titles and 
reclaimed lands, - - 250, 258, 910 


Ovid, New York, inhabitants of, s ieneiee ‘for 
- 288 


lands, - 
Patterson, Matthew, et ie. bs reteeousiten of lands, 1038 


Payne, William, claim to lands ceded by Georgia, 159 

Peck, John, do. do. - 159 
Pennsylvania, inhabitants of Luzerne county, 

claims, - . - - - - 79 

- - 285 


Peoria, inhabitants of, claims, - 
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ceded by Georgia, - - 159, 252 
Person, Thomas, claim to lands ew by North 
Carolina, - - - - - 30 
Phelps, Matthew, etals., British warrant of survey, 189 
Phelps, Oliver, boundary of New York cession, - 7 
Pierpoint, Henry W., Georgia grants, - - 587 


Piggot, James, et als. land, - < r 20 
Prairie du Rocher, inhabitants of, claims, - 18, 21 
Prairie du Pont, inhabitants of, land, - - 20 
Prime, Nathaniel, Georgia grants, 587 
Purchases of lands, extension of credit, 284, 597, - 
Rebutaille, Francois, widow of, refugee, lands, - 28 
Reclaimed lands in Orleans Territory, donation, - 910 


Refugees from Canada and Nova Scotia, lands, 28, 31, 
92, 106, 110, 584 

Retrocession of lands ceded by South Carolina, - 102 
Rogers, John, claim of, - 81, 582 
Rogers, Thomas, grant by Virginia, - - 582 
Rose, en title to land under Georgia Com- 
pany, - 134, 139 
Russell, Charles, et als., military bemety lands, - 26, 80 
Sands, ‘Joseph, claim to land ceded by Georgia, - 159 
Sands, Comfort, Georgia grants, - < - 587 
Scott, John B., claim under a law of Georgia, - 34, 71 
Shee, John, for Wabash and Illinois oe anies, 160, 189 


Shelby, Isaac, grant of land, - 5 93 
Sheldon, Job, bounty land warrant, - = Of 
Short, Peyton, claim under J. C. Symmes, - 1 
Slavery, introduction of, - = - : 68 
Smith, Benjamin, land in Luzerne county, - 79 
Snipes, William C. member of South Carolina 
Yazoo Company, - - - 165, 178 
Soldiers, bounty lands, - - - : 17, 24. 
South Carolina, — under = Missis- 
sippi Company, - - 215 
South Carolina Yazoo Company, claims, 133, 165, 178, 
197 
Spafford, John, application for lands, — - - 80 
Strawbridge, James, claim under Tennessee 
Company, = - - - - 204 
Surveys of lands, expense of, —- - - 262 


Symmes, John Cleves, purchase of lands, 25, 67, 75, 77, 
82, 91, 104, 112, 126, 127 


Tatum, Absalom, grant of lands, - - - 23 
Taylor, Griffin, lost warrant, . - - 110 
Tennessee, claims of, - - - 162, 179 
Tennessee Company, claims, - 182, 142, 203, 252 
Thompson, Benjamin, refugee, lands, - - 28 
Thompson, John, military services, - - 165 
Trahan, Gregoire, refugee, lands, - - 28 
Trepagnie, Prisque, refugee, lands, - - 28 
Trepagnie, Augustine, refugee, lands, - - 28 
Turner, G., claim under J. C. Symmes, - Ce 
Upper Mississippi Company, claims, 133, 149, 215, 252 
Vincennes, inhabitants of, possessions and titles, 32 
Vine, cultivation of, lands, - - 256 


Virginia Yazoo Company, claims, 133, 172, 178, 194 
Wabash Company, claims, 24, 27, 72, 74, 160, 189, 301 
Walker, George, claim under a law of Georgia, - 34, 71 
Ward, John, children of, lands in Ohio, - - 256 
Warrants for lands, - - - 127, 151, 911 
Wayne county, Indiana, inhabitants of, lands, - 214 
West, Cato, et als., lands in Mississippi, - - 99 
Wheaton, John R., Georgia grants, - 587 
Yazoo Companies, "cl: aims, 125, 133, 165, 172, 178, 197 
Young, Thomas, claim under Georgia Company, 203 

Do. do. Tennessee do. - 204 
Zane, Isaac, Indian grant to, - - 93, 121 
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encouragement for the cultivation of the vine, 256 


Mercier, John D.—Report on petition of, refugee, - 28 
Meridian lines—Alterations suggested in running the; - 83 
Miami river-—Lands to the Virginia troops on Little, - 5, 24 
Boundary established by treaty of Great, - 24 
Settlements below the Great, - - - 91 


Salt made on the Great, - - 93 





Land titles and claims in the, 247, 263, 305, 592 | 
Improved farms and classification of titles to lands 


in the, - - - - ~ - 264 
Chronological history of the settlements in, - 265 
Claims founded on grants of Antoine de Lamothe 

Cadillac, Lord of J Bouaquet Montdesert, - 267 


Claims founded on grants issued by the Governor 
and Intendant of New France and Louisiana, in 


1735, 1737, and 1734 to 1754, - . = 267 
Claims founded on grants of Monsieur de Belestre 

and other French commandants, - - 268 
Claims pretended to be derived from the British 

Government, - - - - 268, 280 
Claims founded on Indian grants, - - 269 
Claims founded on settlements and — 

ments, - - - 269 


, Judge Woodward’s letter on British and French 
settlements, &c. in Michigan, - - - 281 
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district of Detroit, on claims, - - 305, 592 


Alphabetical list of claimants in the— 
Abbott, James, 353, 382, 495, 507, 534, 539 


Abbot, Samuel, - - - 406, 409 
Aird, James, . - - - 392 
Aird, George, representatives of, . - 392 
Allard, Jacques, - - - - - Soe 
Allard, Jacques, Jun. - - = - 369 
Aloine, Jean B.  - ‘ = = « $37 
Ambroise, Frangois, “ ‘ = - 348 
Ancram, William, = m - 529, 549 
Anderson, John, = = 5 $16 


Askin, John, Jun. - - - 353, 372, 388 
Askin, John, 372, 412, 459, 488, 526, 529, 548, 550 
Baby, James, 319, 367, 368, 385, 410, 412, 531, 532, 543 





Barrois, Jean Baptiste, - - - 273 
Baron, Antoine, - . - 324, 374 
Baron, Antoine Lupien, - - - - 374 
Barnes, Giles, - - AA, 445, 531, 542 
Barsinett, Joseph, - . . - 395 
Beaufait & Loson, - - - - 543 
Beaubien, Jean M. - - 305, 326, 378, 396 
Beaubien, Antoine, - - - - 306 
Beaubien, Joseph, . - - - $09 
Beaugrand, Jean B. - - - 450 
Bellair, Amable, - 420, 467, 470, 493, 496 
Bellair, Jean Louis, - = = 427 
Bellair, Joseph, - - : - 448 
Benfait, Louis, Sen. : - - - 309 
Bernard, Louis, - - : = ~ 494 
Bernard, Hyacinthe, - - - 438, 447 
Bernard, Antoine, - - - - 440 
Bernard, Charles, - - - - 447 
Berthelet, Henry, = - 328, 521, 526, 555 
Berthelot & Giasson, : - - - 393 
Billon, Antoine, - - - 513, 514 
Bird, Henry, = = - 268, 275 
Bissonet, Joseph, - - - - 434 
Bleakley, Josiah, - = = - §93 
Blue Jacket, George, - - - - 492 
Bondi, Joseph, heirs of, - Z = - $27 
Bondi, Antoine, - = - $28 
Bonome, Francois, - - - - 379, 381, 410 
Bonome, Pierre, - . - - 528 
Bouchard, Ignace, - - - - 531 
Bourassa, Louis, = - - - $24 
Bourassa, Daniel, S - - - 545 
Bourdeaux, Joseph, : a = - $324 
Bourdeaux, Jean B. - = = - $63 
Bourdeaux, J.ouis, ‘ - e - 440 
Bourdeaux, Alexis, : - - - 446 
Bourdeaux, Jean M. E - - - 448 
Bostonais, " < - 2 - 514 
Boyer, Antoine, heirs of, - = = - 532 
Branchau, Pierre, Sen. - B - - 439 
Branchau, Pierre, Jun. - _ - - 439 
Brisbois & Gillory, - - - - 407 
Brown, Adam, « . - 418, 519 
Brown, William, . 490, 540 
Brush, Elijah, - 268, 276, 306, 307, 385 
Buisson & Laroche, - - - 545 
Burbank, Jesse, - - - - $15 
Cabacier, Charles, - - - = See 
Campaigne, Ignace, - - - - 861 
Cameron, Murdock, 2 - - 393, 409 
Campbell, John, heirs of, - - - - - $94 
Campbell, Robert, 1 salarmaaamaes of, - - 408 
Campeau, Claude, - 272, 463 


Campeau, Michel, Antoine, and Angelique, 279, 330, 516 


Campeau, Alexis, - 323 
Campeau, Charles M. - - - - 9324 
Campeau, Jacques, - - : - 326 


Campeaqu, Antoine, - - 350, 444, 516 
Campeau, Joseph, 341, 342, 402, 477, 497, 503, 512, 


520, 537 
Campeau, Jean B. representatives of, = - - 347 
Campeau, Louis, - - - - 352 
Campeau, Nicholas, - - - 404, 504 
Campeau, Jean B. - - - - 484 
Campeau, Cecille, . - - 497, 503 
Campeau, Frangois Paul, heirs of, - 498, 528 
Campeau, Julien, - - - - 500 
Campeau, Angelique, = - - - - $16 
Carron, Jean B. - - - - 544 
Cartwright, James, - - - - 402 
Cattin, Antoine, Therese, and Pauline, - - 340 
Cattin, Francois, - - 449, 467 
Cenait, dit Coquillard, Alexis, : - - $1 
Chabert, Chevalier, 279 
Chabert, Colonel Francis, 3235 413, 453, §25, 526, 554 
Champaigne, Simon, . - - 545 
Chaudonet, Charles, - - - 394 
Chapoton, "Benoit, - = : _ -— 
Chapoton, Nicholas, - - - 
Chapoton, Louis, Jun. - - - - 375 
Chapotin, Louis, - ° - - 487 
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Chapotin, Antoine, 7 e - 532 
Chartier, Francois, Sen. - - : - 398 
Chatelreaux, Joseph, - ‘ - - 4241 
Chene, Isidore, - - : 269, 277 
Chene, Gabriel, - - e = - eR 
Chene, Pierre, : - . - 552 
Cherboneaux, Joseph, - - E - 319 
Chovin, Francois, - - = - Sia 
Chovin, Charles, - = : “ 311, 391 
Chovin, Toussaint, - . = = 379 
Chovin, Jean Baptiste, - = : 413, 428 
Chovin, Baptiste, representatives of, . - Sin 
Church of St. Antoine, - = P - 7 
Cicot, Angelique, - : “ 336, 553 
Cicot, Jean B. 2 a 492, 542 
Cicot, Jacques and Francois, - - - S67 
Cissne, Rebecca, - - ~ - 810 
Cissne, John, = " 5 311, 523 
Cissne, William, . 5 : - 311 
Cissne, James, - - - 313, 524, 528 
Cissne, William, heirsof,- —— - = - 524 
Clemens, Jacob, - Bey 
Clemens, Christian, 344, “476, 508, 509, “511, 528, ge 
535, 54 

Cloutier, René, heirs of, - - - - A435 
Cloutier, Pierre, : : - - 446 
Coates, Ann, - - - 318, 515, 546 
Coates, John, - - - - $320 
Cochois, Louis, = = = - 348 
Connelly, John, - c “ . sas 
Conner, James, - - 341, 342, 476 
Conner, Richard, representativ es of, - 342, 343 
Conner, Henry, . - - 343, 477 
Conner, William, - - 387, 410, 541, 548 
Conner, John, : . - - 499 
Conner, Margaret, - . - 509 
Corbus, Godfrey, representatives of, - - 321, 523, 528 
Cotterall, George, . E - 358 

Cotterall, George, Jr. Henry, John, Sie and 
David, . - - - - - 358 
Couture, Jean B. - - . - 33 
Couture, Medard, - - - - 445 
Couture, Etienne, - - - - 446 
Couture, Claude, - - - - 447 
Crawford, Louis, - - - - 392 
Crequi, Jean B., representatives of, - . 386 
Cribble, Samuel, - - - 359, 361 
Cumming, Peter, - - - 269, 276 
Curry, Peter, - - . 414, 517 
Daunay, Jean B. - - = - 397 
Davenport, Ambroise, = - . - 406, 544 
Dazet, Joseph, . - - 520 
Delorme, Frangois Fafard, - . - 270 
Delille, Alexis, widow of, - - 3929 
Delille, Jean B. - - - - 486 
Delorier, Pierre, . - - - 336 
Delorme, Pierre, - . - - $99 
Delaille, Francois, - - - - 452 
Denoyer, Frangois, - - - 510 
De Peyster, Arent Schuyler, - - ° 278 
Dequindre, Catharine, - - - - 307 
De Serrieres, F. M. - - - - 400 


Desforges, Francis, - ‘ - 494 
Desplaines, Jean B., heirs of, —- - - §29 
Desaunier, Louis, heirs of, - : - 535 
Deschatelet, Joseph, . - - 555 


Detroit, inhabitants of,  - - 269, 276 
Dicks, Joanna, - - - “ 312 
Dicks, John, - - - 336, 405 
Dixon, Robert, - - : 334, 391 
Dodemead, John, - - - 316 
Donaldson, James, heirs of, - » §15 
Donovan, Matthew, - - - - 25 
Dormond, Sarah, - - - - 323 
Doucet, Pierre, - - - - ois 
Doussman, Michael, - 334, 405, 406, 407, 547 
Drouillard, Jean B. - - - - 352 
Drouillard, Nicholas, heirs of, - - - 420 
Drouillard, Charles, - - - - 433 
Drouillard, Joseph, - - - 498, 528 
Drouyard, Dominique, - - - . 419 
Dubé, Joseph, - - . - 350 
Dubreuil, Jean B. - - - - 400 
Dubay, Baptiste, - - - - 496 
Dubay, Alexis, - - - - 496 
Duchene, Michel, - - - - 370 
Duchene, Pierre, - - - - 508 
Duchene, Frangois, Sen. - - - - $16 
Dumay, Pierre, : - - - 406 
Dumay, Theophile, - - - - 524 
Dunham, Josiah, - - - 408, 547 
Dupée, Francois, - - . 414, 505 
Dupré, Francois, - - 414, 505, 507, 508 
Durocher, Francois, - - - - $il 
Duroché, Francois, = - - 477, 510 
Duseau, John, - - - 420, 470 
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Duval, Ignace, 
Egneu, Samuel, 


Ellair, Alexander, widow of, 


Elliott, Matthew, 
Ernest, Matthew, 
Ewings, Samuel, 
Fontaine, Gabriel, 
Fontaine, J. B. 
Fontenoy, Francis, 
Forsyth, William, 


Forsyth, Richardson, & Co. 


Forsyth, ‘Thomas, 
Forsyth, Robert, 
Forton, Julien, 
Foucreau, Pierre, 
Fournier, Pierre, 
Fournier, Abraham, 
Franks, Jacob, 


‘ + a4 -4 


Gaillard, Louis, widow of, 


Gamelin, Francois, 


Ganier, Isaac, representatives of, 
Ganier, Jacques, representatives of, 


Gaisson & Berthelot, 


Gaisson, Jacques, heirs wad 


Giles, John, 

Gillory & Brisbois, 
Glass, Robert, 

Godfrey, Therese, 
Godfrey & Beaugrand, 
Godfrey, Gabriel, 467, 


Godfrey, Gabriel, Sen. 
Godfrey, Gabriel, Jun. 


Godfrey, Catharine, heirs of, 


Godfrey, Gabriel, heirs of, 
Godfrey, Jacques, heirs of, 


Goiiin, Claude, 
Goiiin, Charles, 
Goiiin, Nicholas, 
Goiiin, Frangois, 
Goiiin, Charles, Sen. 


Goiiin, Charles Nicholas, - 


Gouie, Robert, 
Graeter, Frederick, 
Grant, Alexander, 
Gravelle, Louis, 
Griffard, Laurent, 
Griffard, Pierre, 
Griffard, Louis, Jun. 


Griffith, William, heirs of, 


Griffith, William, Jun. 
Guy, Joseph, 


Hamtramck, Julian and Harriet, 


Harrow, Alexander, 
Harrow, James, 
Harrow, John, 
Harvey, John, 
Hickman, Harris H. 
Hicks, Jesse, 

Hill, Jacob, heirs of, 
Hivon, Joseph, 
Hoffman, George, 
Hopkins, James, 
Howard, Joseph, 
Hunt, Abijah and Jesse, 
Hyrague, Joseph 
Jacob, Jean, 

Jacob, Jacques, 
Jereaume, Jean B. 
Jobin, Joseph, 
Johnson, John, 
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415 


: 2 436, 440 


491 
306 


z - 310 
489, 511, 529, 540 


A452 
506 


- 515, 528 


339 
371 


- - 505, 529, 541 
- - 505, 511 


391 
438 
445 
537 


333, 545 


321 
309 
385 
424 
393 


394, 546 


531 
407 
441 
329 


- - 366, 494, 533 
501, 512, 513, 534, 536, 553, 


554, 557 


471, 472, 474, 47 6, 528 


- - 501, 512, 513 
- - 473, 474, 513 


533 


: - 553, 557 


271 


- - 305, 308 
- - 305, 308 


308 
427 
466 


- - 530, 539 


544 
372 
407 
357 
368 
403 
444, 
444 
546 
332 
359 
362 
362 
312 
329 
414 


: - 360, 361 


- 320, 487, 528 
- 453, 458 


325 
327 
321 


269, 278 
469, 511 
424, 527 


446 
465 


547 


Joncaire, Francis Chabert, 323, 413, 453, 525, 526, 554 


Jourdain, André, 
Kenzie, John, 
Kilburn, Joseph, 
Kirby, Alice, 
Knaggs, Whitmore, 
Knaggs, Thomas, 
Knaggs, James, 
Knagegs, William, 
Knaggs, Rachel, 


Labadi, Pierre Descontes del, 


Labadi, Alexis, 
Labadi, Charles, 
Labadi, Badi, 


- 323, 417, 489, 531, 539, 540 


Labadi, Alexis Descontes, 


Labadi, Menard, 
Labrosse, D. 
Lachambre, Romain, 
Lacroix, Pierre, 
Lacroix, Hubert, 
Ladouceur, J. B. 
Laderoute, Baptiste, 
Laderoute, Joseph, 
Lafontaine, Francois, 
Lafontaine, Antoine, 


269, 277, 309 


423 
504 
311 
433 


390 
590 


462, 470 


469 


309 
310 
320 
370 
418 
379 
536 


333, 545 
439, 459, 461 
348, 352 


551 
552 


313, 344 
- 440 
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Laferte, Louis Vessiere, Jun. - - 337, 371 
Laforge, Louis, - - = - 468 
Laframboise, Joseph, - - < - 546 
Laframboise, Alexis, - - = - 546 
Lajoye, Louis, “ - - - 434 
Lajoye, Hyacinthe, . “ 2 - 438 
Lamarre, André, - - = 44.5, 527 
Langlois, Pierre, = : 2 - 4521 
Lapierre, Jean B. - - = - ssf 
Laparle, Joseph, - “ = - 348 
La Pointe, Jean B. - . - - 4293 
La Pointe, Guillaume, = - . - 446 


Lasselle, James and Francis, 313, 340, 344, 381, 424, 
429, 430, 431, 432, 451, 453, 456, 457, 
458, 459, 460, 461, 473, 597, 554 


Lasselle, Antoine, Jun. - 313, 380, 418, 472, 493 
Lasselle, Jean B. - - 320, 424, 522, 531 
Lasselle, Hyacinthe, - - - $24 
Lasselle, Jean B. Jun. - - - 325 


Lasselle, Jacques, 344, 450, 451, 452, 453, 455, 458, 
465, 466, 530 


Lashley, Samuel, - - - - $512 
Laughton, John, - - - 269, 276 
Laviolette, Etienne, heirs of, - - - 420 
Laviolette, Francois, - - . - 468 
Le Barron, Dr. Francis, - . - - 494 
Lebeau, Etienne, - - - = gan 
Lebeau, Jean B. - = : - $335 
Leblanc, Jean B. - - - - 464 
Le Clerc, Louis Pierre, - - - - 435 
Leduc, Louis, - - - - 400 
Leduc, Hyacinthe, - . : - 448 
Leduc, William, a = = - 462 
Leech, Ichabod, - - - - 358 
Le May, Jean, - - - - 495 
Lenfant, Louis, Jun. - - - - 349 
Lenfant, Joseph, Sen. - - - - 355 
L’Esperance, Antoine, - - - 513, 514 
Leonard, Francois, - - - 419, 512 
Litle, John, - : - 334, 341, 505 
Livernois, Joseph, Jun. - - - - 352 
Livernois, Joseph, Sen. - - : - 487 
Lorain, Joshua, representatives of, . - $11 
Loranger, Alexis, - - - - $22 
Lorrenger, Joseph, - . - 487, 494 
Loson, Jacques, - - - 497, 503 
Lyons, Archibald, - - - 490, 540, 541 
McCarty, Edward, - - $13 


McComb, William, heirs of, 268, 273, 318, 384, 478, 
479, 480, 481, 482, 483, 493, 525 

McComb, John, William, and David, 318, 384, 478, 479, 
480, 481, 482, 483, 493, 525 


McCormick, Alexander, — of, 2 - 4518 
McDonald, John, = ' 384 
McDougall, George, 268, 973, 318, 373, “440, 520, 528, 
534, 542 

McDougall, John R. - - - - 307 
McDougall, Robert, - - 449 
McGill, James, 321, 365, 388, 412, 459, 527, 548, 549, 
551 

McGregor, Gregor, - - - - 384 
McGregor, John, - - - - 450 
McGulpin, Patrick, - - - - 408 
McKee, Alexander, - - - 268, 276, 307 
McTavish, Frobisher, & Co. - - - 434 
Marsac, Jean, - - - - 349 
Marsac, Jean B. - - - 375, 376 
Marsac, Robert, - - - - 427 
Marsac, Francois, - - - 428, 502 
Marsac René, - - - - 464 
Marsac, Jacques, - - - - 535 
Martin, Hugh R. - - - - 377 
Martin, Jacques, - - - - 452 
Matcher, Francis Paul, - - - 305, 308 
Maure, Laurent, - - ° - 364 
Maxewell, Thompson, - - - =) 3%3 
May, James, - - - 440, 527, 556 
Mayet, Pierre, representatives of, - - 498 


Meldrum, George, 269, 276, 305, 308, 455, 495 
Meldrum & Park, 269, 276, 360, "384, 386, 405, 409, 

_ 419, 434, 468, 484, 534, 555 
Meldrum, John, - 396 
Meldrum, James, - - - 396, 411 
Meldrum, William, - - 


- - 397 
Meldrum, David, - - - 397, 412 
Menard, Joseph, - - - 321, 349, 450 
Menard, Francois, representatives of, — - - 416 
Mette, Felix, - - - 524, 526 
Mini, Pierre, - - - 362, 363 
Mini, Antoine, representatives of, - 363 
Mitchell, David, - 334, 392, 393, 545, 546, 547 
Mitresse, Joseph, - - - 350 
Monmini, Louis, - - - - 420 
Monmini, Joseph, - - : - 420 
Moore, James, - - - - 443 
Moras, Antoine, - - - 305, 427 
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312, 427 


Moras, Antoine, representatives of, 


Moras, Ignace, - 
Moran, Charles, - 
Moran, Louis, - 
Moran, Maurice, - 
Morain, Isidore, - 
Morin, Louis, - 
Moriceau, Victor, widow of, 
Morisseau, Joseph, - 
Mouton, Francois, . 
Mulholland, Daniel, - 
Murphy, William, - 
Nadault, Martin, - 
Nadault, Joseph, - 
Nantay, Jean B. - 
Navarre, Robert, - 
Navarre, Francis, - 
Navarre, Touton, - 
Navarre, Isidore, 
Navarre, Jacques, = 
Nelson, Jonathan, - 
Nolin, Jean B. 2 
Odet, Gabriel, - 
Ogilvy, John, - 
Paré, Jean B. - 
Parker, Barney, - 
Patenaude, Nicholas, Jun. 
Patenode, Nicholas, Sen. - 
Pattinson, Richard, - 
Peltier, Felix, - 
Peltier, Charles, - 
Peltier, Phillis, - 
Peltier, James, 

Peltier, Alexis, representatives of, 
Pepin, Basile, - 
Pepin, Francois, - 
Petit, Louis, - 
Petit, Jean Baptiste, - 
Petit, Antoine N. - 
Petit, Ignace, - 
Phenix, Pierre, - 
Pilet, Jacques, - 
Pollard, Richard, . 
Pomainville, Joseph, representativ es of, - 
Pothier, Toussaint, - 
Poupard, Charles, - 


Prudhomme, Jacques, 


' 


Racine, Jean Baptiste, —- 
Reaume, Baptiste, - 
Reaume, Joseph, - 
Reaume, John B. - 
Reneau, Antoine, . 
Reneau, Louis, - 
Reneau, Gabriel, Jun. = - 


Rhodes, John, representatives of, 


Ricard, Joseph, . 
Ricard, Oliver, - 
Riopel, Ambroise, - 
Riopel, Antoine, - 
Riopel, Pierre, . 
Rivard, Francois, - 
Rivard, Antoine, - 
Rivard, Charles, - 
Rivard, Michel, . 
Rivard, Jean B. A 
Rivard, Pierre, 5 
Rivard, Nicholas, 


Robb, William, John, and Scott, 
Robert, Antoine, 
Robert, Joseph, 
Robert, Isidore, 
Robert, Francois, 


Robertjean, Joseph, - 
Robertjean, Robert, . 
Robertson, William, eae of, - 
Robidou, Etienne, - 
Robidou, Louis, - 
Robidou, Jean B. - 
Robinson, William, - 
Robison, James, - 
Roe, John Baptiste, - 
Rouleau, Charles, - 
Rousseau & Bailey, - 
Rousseau, Dominique, 
Rousson, Baptiste, - 
Rowe, Joseph, - - 
Ruland, Israel, - 440, 475, 476, 485, 
Ruland, Isaac, - - 

Ruland, Joseph, - 


ts Aubin, Jean Casse, - 
St. 
St. 
St. 
St. 
St. 
St. 


Antoine, church of, - 
Bernard, Joseph, . 
Bernard, Henry, - 
Laurent, Jean B. - 
Michel, 





Martin, Adhemar, heirs of, 


> ie ye 


aoe 


422 
307 
507 


307, 357 
368, 410 


536 


498, 538 


349 


, 309, 318 


278, 463 


318 


463, 484 
464, 484. 
530, 547 


547 
438 
392 
346 
442 
382 
389 


364, 365 


305 


308, 492 
308, 346 


310 
422 
355 
533 
354 
466 
364 
546 


354, 355 


273 


522, 528 


400 


393, 394 


499 
A23 
458 


973, 416 


323 
324 
368 
369 
522 
373 
395 
398 
319 
336 
490 
356 


356, 452 


395 
395 
485 
515 - 
522 
445 


272, 467 


349 
415 


416, 527 
371, 503 


378 


389, 412 


421 
430 
470 
377 
486 
420 


310, 485 


333 
333 
324 
351 


534, 542 


475 
475 
271 
517 
433 
488 
402 
494, 
544 
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Michigan Territory—Alphabetical list of claimants in the— 
St. Obin, Francois, - - - 346, 347 


St. Obin, Gabriel, - + - - S47 
Sansfagon, Joseph, - - : = 3650 
Sarrere, André, - - - - 545 
Schieffelin, Jonathan, - - 335, 366, 478, 526 
Schuyler, Arent, - - - - 9279 

- 488 


Sené, Jean Baptiste, - - - 
Serre, Joseph, - - $10 
Serrieres, Francois Magnen de, - - - 400 
Shindler, George, - - - 407, 521, 545 


Sibley, Solomon, - - . 436, 527 
Smith, Thomas, - - - 314, 358 
Socier, Etienne, - - - - 485 
Socier, Joseph, - . - - 491 
Socier, Baptiste, - . - 509, 529 
Solomon, Ezekiel, heirs of, - - - 333 
Solo, Pierre, heirs of, = . - - A417 
Solo, Alexis, - - - - 438 
Steinback, John, - - : -- ie 
Susor, Louis, : - - - on 
suzor, Jean B., representatives of, - 416, 527 
yaillon, Jean B. - - - - 420 
Tessiere, Pierre, - - - = S25 
Thibault, P. - - - - 400 
Thibault, Catharine, - : - - 486 
Thomas, Jacob, representatives of, - - 354 
Thomas, Adrion, - + - - $99 
Thom, William, Sen. - - - - 383 
Tibbett, Benjamin, heirs of, . - - 478 
Todd, Isaac, 321, 372, 388, 412, 548, 549, 550 
Traversis, Ambroise, - - - - 430 
Traversis, Pierre, - - - - §21 
Tremblé, Michel, - - . - 360 
Tremblé, Francois A. - - - 361, 509 
Tremblé, Jos. Louis, - - - 424, 426 
Tremblé, Louis, Sen. - - - - 425 
Tremblé, Jos. Leonard, - - . « 95 
Tremblé, Thomas, - - : - 426 
Tremblé, Jean B. Ambrose, - - - 485 
Tremblé, Gaget, - - . = 507 
Tremblé, Pierre, - - - - 518 
Tremblé, Ambroise, heirs of, — - : - $42 
Trottier & Lapointe, - - “ - 45 
Trudelle, Francois, . - - - 28 
Tucker, John, - . - - 344 
Tucker, Edward, - - eB = as 
Tucker, William, - - - - 345 
Tuckcr, Catharine, - - - - 345 
Tuot, Ignace, - - - 415, 421 
Tuot, Etienne, - - - - 458 
Tuot, Joseph, - . . - 438 
Tutle, Christopher, - - . - $19 
Valiquet, Francois, - - 423, 424, 493, 527 
Vernier, Jean B. - - c 340, 352 
Vessiere, Louis, - - - 33%5 ork 
Viger, André, - - - = oS 
Vinger, Jacob, - - - - 314 
- 383, 490 


Visger, Jacob, - - 
Voyer, Joseph, heirs of, - - - - 472 
Walker, William, - - - 317, 415, 525 
Weaver, Joseph, - - - 310, 317, 330 


Willermy, Morice, - - - 513, 521 

Wright, John, representatives of, - - 382 

Yax, Pierre, - - 414, 415, 508, 528 

Yax, Michael, - - . - - 425 

Yax, Simon, - - - - - 450 

Yax, John, . - - - - 491 

Military Adventurers—Company of, claim of, — - - 133 

Claim of M. Phelps and others under the, - 189 

Claim of Roger Enos under the, * - 257 

Military bounty lands—Proceedings relating to, 5, 17, 22, 25, 

80, 597 

Claims prior to the revolution for, - - 70 

Claims for Virginia, - - : 80, 597 

Warrants fraudulently obtained for, - - 9 
Military land district—Schedule of fractional townships 

within the, - - - - 115 


Certificates issued for the surplus deposited above 
the contents of each located section, showing 


those returned to the Treasury, - - 118 

Certificates for surplus above the amount of loca- 

tions, with such as are returned to the Trea- 
sury,  - - - . - - 119 
Schedule of fifty reserved sections in the, - 120 
Military land warrants—Survey of tract allotted for, — - 82 
Renewal of, - - - - 93, 110 
Time extended for locating, - - - 114 
Unregistered, outstanding, December, 1801, - 119 
Fifty reserved sections for original holders of, - 120 
Bernard Glenn petitions for location of, - - 131 
Further time to obtain and locate, - 164, 304 

347, substantiated since destruction of War Of- 
fice in 1800, - - - - - 285 
Location of, : . . : - 582 
Fraudulently obtained, - - - 911 
- - 84, 91 


Militia rights-- Warrants and surveys for, 
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Pages, 
Militia rights—Location of grants for, - = - 85 
Claims for, in district of Vincennes, - - 289 
Confirmations of, in district of Vincennes, - 568 
Milk river--Description of settlements from river Huron 
to, = = - - - - 192 
Mines—Number, extent, &c. of the Louisiana lead, - 206 
Minturn, Benjamin G.--Petition of, as claimant under 
Georgia grants, - - - - 587 
Mississippi Companies--Claims of the, - - 24, 133 
Mississippi Companies of Georgia—Claims and report 
thereon, - - - - 133, 149 
Claims under the, - - - - 215, 252 
Mississippi river--Sales of lands by Georgia, and settle- 
ments and claims on the, - - 100, 587 
Territory relinquished by the Indians on the, - 135 
Mississippi. Territory—Land claimants in the, — - 2 99 
Natchez district, purchased in 1777, - - 99 
Proposed adjustment of claims of inhabitants of 
the, - - - - - - 101 
- - - 101 


Enumeration of claims in the, 
Claims of Georgia to lands in the, 34, 71, 101, 111, 125, 


132 
Commission to establish a Government in the, and 
proceedings under it, - - : 125, 132 
Lands claimed by inhabitants of the, - - 161 
Compromise authorized with companies or per- 
sons claiming lands in the, - = - 162 
Application for donation lands by settlers in the; 
rejected, - - - - - 181 
Legislature of Mississippi petitions on claims for 
lands inthe, = - - - S - 184 
Annexation of a tract of land, bounded on the 
north by Tennessee, on the east by Georgia, 
on the south by a parallel of latitude passing 
by the mouth of Yazoo river, and on the west 
by the Mississippi river, to the, - 187, 193 
Further time allowed for producing claims to re- 
- - 193 


gisters of Jand offices in the, - 
Claimants under various companies to lands in the, 203, 
209, 215, 252 
Pre-emption rights prayed for by settlers in the, 261 
Appropriation of lands recommended for schools, 
report on surveys and pre-emption rights in, - 262 
Claims of British subjects to lands in the, 594, 598 
Expediency of giving right of pre-emption to set- 
tlers, and extension of time for payments on 
pre-emption rights, submitted by the Legisla- 
ture of, - - - - 597, 598 
Reports of commissioners appointed to settle land 
claimsin the, - - 187, 193, 598, 605, 859 
British patents disallowed, - - 601, 603 
British patents filed under act of March 2, 1805, 609 
Claims disallowed as antedated, - = - 610 
British and Spanish warrants disallowed, - 611, 626 
Spanish warrants disallowed, zs - 625 
Location of claims in the, 601, 610, 611, 625, 629, 630, 
633, 637 859, 897 
Registers of the land office east of Pearl river, - 628 
Register of certificates granted on British and 
Spanish patents, - _ 629, 859 
Register of certificates on which patents may issue 
without any payment of purchase money, 630, 887 
Register of certificates on which patents may issue 
without any payment of purchase money, but 
not until a judicial decision shall have been 
obtained against the conflicting British claims, 632, 897 
Register of pre-emption certificates, - 635, 897 
Register of pre-emption cert:ficates on which 
atents may not issue until a judicial decision 
shall have been obtained against the confi-cting 


British claims, - - Rig 7 635, 907 
Register of British patents on which no certificates 
- . - 636 


have issued, - ; 
Register of claims presented in December, 1805, 637 


Appointment of commissioners to settle claims to 


lands east of Pearl river, - _ - 645 
Appointment of register of land office in Wash- 

ington county, - - - - - 645 
Register of certificates grounded on British and 

Spanish patents for lands west of Pearl river, in 

the, - . - - - - 859 
Do. granted at the land office west of Pearl -_ 


river, under act of June, 1812, 
Alphabetical list of claimants in the— 
Abner, John Jacob, 631, 638, 641, 661, 767, 788, 790 

626, 639, 754, 783, 885 





Abrahams, Robert, - 

Adams, William, - = 5 - 894 
Adam, David, - = = - 859 
Adams, Jacob, - 5 = 871, 881 
Adams, Charles, - = s - 876 
Adams, John, - - . - 894 
Airhard, Jacob, - 2 2 - 896 
Alba, Stephen de, - - : - 871 
Aldridge, Thomas, - - 5 - 902 
Alexander, Isaac and Joshua, - = - 859 
Alexander, William, - - < - 859 
Alexander, Reuben, - - . - 885 














Allen, Joseph, 
Alston, Philip, 
Alston, Solomon, 
Alston, John, 
Alston, John M. 
Ambrose, Ezra, 
Ambrose, William, 
Ambrose, Stephen, 
Amos, James, 
Amot, John, 


Fages. 


Misstssippi Territory— Alphabetical list of claimants in the— 


2 : - 900 
- : - 602 
- 5 - 602 
- - 602 
- 888 
- : - 868 
- 871 
- 892 
- 601 
- 631 


Andry, Simon, 631, 633, 639, 640, 641, 642, 682, 683, 
718, 761, 770, 785, 795, 800, 803 
: 634, 688, 761, 767, 791, 802 


Anderson, Joseph, 
Anderson, Darius, 
Anderton, John, 
Andrews, Ithmer, 
Andrews, James, 
Andrews, Arthur, 
Andrews, Justus, 
Andrews, Edmund, 


Anthony, John, - 


Arrananders, Thomas, - 











Arbuthnot, James, 
Archenard, Cesar, 


Armesto, Andres Lopez, - 


Armstreet, John, 
Armstrong, John, 
Armstrong, Alexander, 
Armstrong, Francis, 
Armstrong, Moses, 
Armstrong, Sarah, 
Arnot, John, 
Ashley, Robert, 
Ashley, Thomas, 
Aspaho, Anthony, 
Atchinson, William, 
Atkins, Wylie, 
Babcock, John, 
Bachelot, Charles, 
Bachelot, Henry, 
Bacon, Richard, 
Bailey, George, 


"899° 904 
- 889 
618, 876 
‘ ; - 883 
‘ : - 887 
: " - 894 
‘ : - 901 
- 900 
- 903 
- 902 
é . - 872 
- 866 
- 602, 862, 870 
- 902 
; . - 902 
‘ ‘ - 903 
- 907 

‘ - 891 
- 641, 774, 801, 853 
: 888, 904 
‘ , - 888 
627, 639 
‘ - 861, 869, 906 
‘ , - 905 
. ; - 902 
: . - 619 
i : - 623 
’ : - 872 

: - 895 


Baker, John, 626, 627, 63 25 635, 636, 639, 641, 643, 
703, 704, ec 776, 785, 803, 854 


Baker, Joshua, 
Baker, Elizabeth, 
Baker, Ezina, 
Baker, Daniel, 
Baldridge, Francis, 
Ballard, Francis, 
Banks, George D. 
Barbaree, Otto V. 


Barbour, James, 
Barbut, James, 
Barker, Wiley, 
Barker, Ephraim, 
Barker, Daniel, 
Barland, William, 
Barnes, Elias, 
Barry, Richard, 
Barron, Richard, 
Barrow, Zadock, 
Barton, John, 
Bass, Jeremiah, 
Bassett, Thomas, 
Bassett, Nathaniel, 
Bassett, William, 
Bates, Joseph, 


- - 905 

- - - 619 

- - - 621 

- - “! S40 
- - 898 

643, 815, 833, 849, 901 
- - 883 


fe 626, 627, 632, 635, 636, 637, 641, 


741, 742 

- - 601, 602, 609 
. - 609 

630, 638, 657, 737, 789 
630, 637, 652, 717, 790 
- 630, 657, 737, 789 


869, 875, — 880, 881, 886, 904 


- - 895 

- 601 

631, 637, 701, 767, 790 

- 894 

= - 887 

- 905 

- - 629, 638, 664, 668, 737, 783 
- 737, 783 

= 860, 861 


- 630, 642, 823, 846 


Bates, Thomas, 630, 641, 642, 756, 764, 787, 829, 833, 


Bates, Joseph, Jun. 
Bates, Ephraim, 
Baugaud, Claudio, 


Bay, Elihu Hall, 601, 605, 606, 626, 632, 635, 636, 639, 


Bay, William, 
Bazo, Francis, 
Beard, Isham, 
Beard, Samuel, 
Beard, Thomas, 
Bealk, Benjamin, 
Bealle, Andrew, 
Beckley, Philippina, 
Bedsil, J. 

Belly, Peter, 
Bell, John, 

Bell, William, 
Bell, Richard, 
Benoist, Gabriel, 


Bentley, John, - 
Bennett, Micajah, - 


Bernard, J. 


Bernard, Joseph, - 


Berry, David 
Berry, John, 


850 
- 640, 709, 762, 788 
. 873, 904 
- - 625 
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745, 746, 747, 782, 


- - - 640, 771, 


907 
601 
886 
790 
900 
900 


- 859, 860, 878, 883 
, - 865, 896, 899 

- 904 
890, 902 

- 623 

- 872 
. , - 876 
‘ ; - 885 
861, 872 
, ‘ - 862 
‘ ; - 899 
: - 612 
‘ - 862, 872, 908 
‘ é - 887 
‘ : - 901 








Berry, William, 
Berry, Thomas, 
Bethel congregation, 
Beverest, Peter, 
Bickley, Adam, 
Bickham, Abner, 
Biggs, Caleb, 

Bilbo, Matthew, 
Bilbo, James, 

Bilbo, Edna, 

Bills, Thomas, 
Bingaman, Adam, 
Bingaman, Christian, 
Bingaman, Christopher, 
Bird, William, 
Bissardon, Peter, 
Bisland, John, 
Bisland, Alexander, 
Bishop, William, 
Blackburn, R. S. 
Blackburn, Ephraim, 
Blackwell, Nathan, 
Blommart, John, 
Blount, Luke, 
Blundel, Francis, 
Boardman, Charles, 
Bodwell, Enoch, 
Boland, Andrew K. 
Bolls, John, 

Bolls, James, 

Bolls, Wilson, 
Bonner, James, 
Bonner, Willis, 
Bonner, Moses, 
Bonner, Joseph, 
Bonnell, Elias, 
Boon, Squire, 
Booth, John, 

Boree, John Stephen, 
Bouille, Alexander de, 
Bounds, James, 
Bovard, William, 
Boyd, Alexander, 
Boyd, Samuel, 
Boyd, William, 
Boykin, Francis, 
Boykin, Solomon, 
Box, Joseph, 
Brackin, Andrew, 
Bradley, Darling, 
Bradley, Joseph, 
Brandon, Gerard, 
Brashears, Ann, 
Brashier, Richard, 
Brashear, Zadock, 
Brashears, Tobias, 
Brashears, Benjamin, 
Brassfield, Reuben, 
Braxton, C. 
Brazeale, D. W. 
Brazeale, Elisha, 
Bremarr, Francis, 





Xi 
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Mississippi Territory— Alphabetical list of claimants ‘in the— 


: = - 905 
: - - 891 
= - 862 
627, 641 
- 861 
- 892 
- 893 
- 631, 640, 720, 790 
- - 639, 758, 792 
- 790 
: - 883 
: - ~ 862, 868, 872 
5 5 - OF 
- - - 887 
- - - 892 
- 623 


625, 860, 861, 862, 863, 869 


- - 860 

- - - 890 
- - - 623 
- 871 


631, 637, 648, 712, 


790, 885 
601, 886 


: : - 906 
- 904 

614, 860, 864, 871, 894 
- - - 888 
- 899 


- 859, 860, 870, 872, 887, 904 


- 860, 869 
869, 895 
861, 865 
867, 887 
- 865, 867, 871, 887 
‘ ; - 863 
: - 613, 863, 877 
‘ : - 880 
. P - 860 
- . - 872 
: ‘ - 886 
. : - 899 
892, 903 

: - 871, 876, 896 
‘ , - 898 

. , - 902 
631, 638, 687, 724, 786 

- 640, 720, 797, 855 
899, 900 
, 3 - 903 
, : - 890 
> ‘ - 899 
860, 861 
‘ - 617 


633, 638, 655, 738, 800, 802, 856 


- 634, 637, 791, 854 
860, 878 
- 869 
: ‘ - 892 
860, 898 
: . - 907 
: ' - 904 
- 601 


Brewer, George, 630, 631, 638, 659, 684, 725, 726, 791, 


794, 801, 853 


Brewer, John, 631, 639, 640, 658, 685, 724, 738, 789, 


801 


Brewer, George, Sen. 637, 639, 640, 711, 724, 727, 


Brewer, William, 
Brewer, C. 
Brewer, Patrick, 
Brezina, Francis, 
Bridges, Samuel, 
Brocus, William, 
Brooks, John, 
Brooks, Samuel, 
Brooks, William, 
Broutin, Narcissa, 
Brown, William, 
Brown, Obadiah, 


777, 789, 792 

; - 638, 654, 787 
- 638, 661, 737, 789 
- 633, 638, 800, 802 
: . - 621 
‘ 888, 904 

861, 864, 869, 877, 906 


890 
622 


- - 869, 888, 896 


627, 631, 642, 809, 836, 856 


- - 625, 862, 872 


Brown, William and George, —- 


Bruin, Peter B. 
Bryan, Jeremiah, 
Bryan, Richard S. 
Bryant & Snellgrove, 
Bryant, Jesse, 


Buford, William, 631, 642, 645, 


Bullen, John, 
Bullock, Stephen, 
Bullock, Benjamin, 
Buller, John, 
Bullen, Joseph, 
Bullard, Joseph, 
Bunch, Eli, 

Burd, William, 


878 
906 


: 621, 880, 896, 907 
- 621, 861 

637, 711, 724, 727, 792 
651, 712, 722, 776, 788 
- - 631, 637, 905 
821, 833, 834, 840, 850, 
851 

- - - 860 
- - 873 

- . - 887 
- - - 887 
890, 906 
- - 899 
- - - 892 
‘ - - 901 
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Pages. | 


Burdon, George, si 627, ae 643, 842, 844, 851 | 





Burling, Thomas, - 610, 872 | 
Burling, Walter, - - - 875, 891 
Burnet, James, - - 620 
Burnet, Daniel, - 612, 620, 860, 861, 903, 908 
Burnet, John, - - 621, 880, 895, 903 
Burns, John, - - - 888 
Burke, William, oon, 631, 639, 720, 760, 788, 791 
Burke, Bridget, - 791 
Burney, John, . - 633, 637, 776, 793 | 
Burney, James, - - - - 901) 


Burrows, Gabriel, 82, 790, 855 
Burch, John, - 896, 907 | 
Burch, Washington, - - - - 907 
Burch, William, - - - - S72 
Butcher, Henry, - : - - 906; 
Butler, Richard, - - 861, 867, 868 


631, 638, 663, 708, 7 


Butler, Christopher, - : - - 860 
Butler, William, - - - - 876, 
Byrne, Gerald, - - - 627, 641 
Cable, John, - - - - 865 
Cable, Jacob, : - - - 895) 
Cabeau, William, - - - - 904 
Cabanna, Peter, - - - - 896 
Cadwallader, John, - ~ - - 871 
Cain, William, - - - - 903 | 
Calcote, John, - - - - 899) 
Callender, Robert, - - - - 601) 
Callender, Alexander, - - = “B52) 


Callier, James, 631, 632, 634, 636, 637, 638, 640, 643, 
651, 662, 674, 697, 712, 714, 722, 729, | 

735, 761, 767, 776, 777, 779, 783, 788, 

791, 794, 802, 816, 824, 829, 848 

Callier, John, 632, 636, 639, 688, 724, 774, 786, 852 


Calliban, John, - - - 865, 904 
Calvit, Anthony, - - - 615, 896 
Calvit, Joseph, - - - 860, 882 
Calvit, Thomas, - - 860, 864, 880, 895 
Calvit, Frederick, - . 860, 895 
Calvit, Phebe, - - - es 884 
Calvit, William, - : - 867, 870 
Calvit, John, - - - - 870 
Callihan, David, - - - - 901 
Calhoun, John, - - - - 903 
Campbell, John, - 869 


Campbell, Joseph, 631, 643, 697, 761, 779, 783, 816, 
824, 828, 829, 835, 847, 848 











Campbell, Gustavus, : - - - 904 
Campbell, James, - : - - 643 
Cammack, John, - - - 621, 875, 887 
Cameron, Duncan, - - - 899, 900 
Cameron, Evan, - - - - 862 
Camus, Peter, : - - 872, 875 
Cannada, John, : : - 639, 710, 798 
Cannon, William, - - - - 644 
Canadine, Parker, - - 859, 862, 863, 868 
Canadine, Richard, - - . 863, 882 
Canadine, John J. - . - - 863 
Canadine, George Rapalje, - - - 863 
Carr, Ann, - - 602, 907 
Carter, Rachel, - - - - 869 
Carter, Nehemiah, - - - 614, 901, 908 
Carter, Robert, - - - - 860 
Carter, Thomas, - : = ~ Ooi 
Carter, Jesse, . - - 859, 869, 871 
Carter, Hezekiah, - 634, 640, 710, 801, 805, 855 | 
Carter, Sarah, - - : - 869) 
Carter, Vincent, - - 2 - 893) | 
Carter, Charles, - 891 | 
Carpenter, Richard, Caleb, and Joseph, 629, 641, it 2 | 
Carpenter, Richard, - - - 868! 
Carson, Thomas, - 631, 638, 661, 767, 7% 8 | 
Carman, Wilson, - - 633, 641, 736, 798 | 
Cartwright, P. - . 640, 731, woes 852 
Carney, Martin, - - : 613 
Carney, William, - - - - 886 
Carroll, James, - - - - 620 
Carroll, John, - - - - 890 
Carroll, Benjamin, - - - - 892 
Carradine, David, - . - - 890 
Carmichael, John F. - - - - 891 
Case, William, - - - - 861 
Casbol, Robert, - - - 871 
Casseter, Charles, - 635, 636, 640, 751, 800 
Cason, Charles, - - - - 865 
Cason, William, - - - - 896 
Caston, Seth, - : - - 903] 
Caston, William R. - - - - 905 
Caston, John, - - 905 
Castro, Julian de, - 631, 638, 772, 783, 790, 853 
Chaney, Bailey E. - 892 
Chaney, Emanuel, 633, 634, 637, 640, 726, 768, pone 
Chaney, William, - - - - 876 
Chaney, Edward, + - + - 907 














Chastang, Joseph, 
Chambers, John, 
Chambers, Daniel, 
Chavue, Shadrack, 
Chabot, William, 
Chabot, Toussaint, 
Charbona, Lewis, 
Chacheré, Lewis, 
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- - 714, 760 
2 = - 892 
. - 880 
- 903 
- 871 
- 878 
- 881 


890 
Chestang, John, 638, 640, 671, 672, 714, 760, 761, 780, 


Chisholm, Hugh McD. 
Choate, John, 
Choate, Sarah, 


784, 785, 801, 803 
- - - 899 
. - 622 
- - 829 


Christmas, Nathaniel, 630, 633, 641, 643, 644, 765, 767, 


Cissna, Charles, 
Cissna, William, 
Claiborne, F. L. 


796, 816, 824, 829, 833, 850 


- - = 898 
- - - 898 
- ‘871, 885 


Clarke, William, 606, 607, 609, 627, 636, 643, 825, 826, 


Clarke, Edward, 
Clarke, John, 
Clarke, James, 
Clarke, Gibson, 
Clarke, Daniel, 
Clare, William, 
Clare, Fuzelier de la, 
Clare, George, 
Clawson, Abraham, 
Clapp, Ebenezer, 
Cleveland, Sarah, 
Cloyd, Robert, 
Cloud, Adam, 
Coale, John, 

Cobb, Jacob, 

Cobb, William, 
Cobb, Arthur, 
Coburn, Samuel, 
Coburn, Eliza and Ann, 
Coburn, ee 
Cochran, G 


Cochran, Robert, 


Cochran, Robert "and George, 


Cockaram, James, 
Cogan, Patrick, 
Cole, James, 

Cole, William, 
Cole, Solomon, 
Cole, Mary, 

Cole, John, 

Cole, Mark, 

Cole, Matthew, 
Cole, Stephen, 
Cole & McClendon, 
Coleman, Francis, 604, 


Coleman, Ephraim, 
Coleman, Richard, 
Coleman, Israel, 
Coleman, William, 
Coleman, Jeremiah, 
Coleby, S. and others, 
Collingsworth, James, 
Collins, William, 
Collins, John, 

Collins, Charles, 
Collins, Dennis, 
Collins, Theophilus, 
Collins, Joshua, 
Compton, Stephen, 
Comstock, Thomas, 
Conner, William, 
Conway, Charles, 
Conway, Maurice, 
Conway, William, 
Connelly, Christopher, 
Connelly, Patrick, 
Cooper, Samuel, 
Cooper, Martin, 
Cooper, William, 
Cook, Jesse, 


Cook, John and Samuel, 


Copelen, James, 
Corbet, James, 
Corey, Job, 

Corey, David, 
Corey, Isaac, 
Cousset, Francis, 
Coursey, William, 
Coursey, Lewis, 
Courtney, John, 
Courtney, Thomas, 
Cowperthwaite, Jacob, 
Cox, Tench, 
Coyle, Hugh, 


845 


= : - 900 
634, 640, 779, 800, 856, 867, 896 


890, 895 
- 867, 895 
866, » 872, 877, 883 
617 

- - 625 

- 888 
- 892 
- 898 
- 865 
- 611 
616, 617 
901 
881 
891 
891 
865 
888 
888 


. 613, 620, 625, 865, 871, 873, 877, 879, 
882, 84, 885, 887, 890, 905 


- 865, 879 
- - 880 
- 631, 643, 820, ~ 


621, 873, 879, 896, a 
- 882 
- - - 882 
- - - 892 
- : - 897 
891, 905 
- - - 905 
- - - 876 

- - 633 


608, 626, 632, 636, 639, 751, 


601, 


1525 779, 782 

865, 890 
- 631, 643, 819, 842 
- - 865 

640, 718, 777, 808 
861, 870 
- - 621 
- - 906 
625, 643, 817, 847, 873 
a - lene 867, 880 
- - 9053 
A - - 871 
= - - 875 


- - 876 
- - 905 
- - 871 
- 871, 872, 874, 892 
- - 643, 817, 847 
- - - 611 
611, 625 
- - - 623 
- 871, 879, 884, 886 
869, 891 
- - - 898 
- 869, 888, 895, 899 
- - - 904 

= - 903 
630, sis 722, 765, al 
: 906 
- - 612, 879, 3880 
612, 908 
- - - 901 
- - - 872 
- - - 906 
3 - 902 
- 860, 868, 876, 901 
: : - 905 
" = - 878 
: : - 602 
863, 887 
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Crabb, Thomas, 
Crane, S. 
Crane, Lewis, : 
Crane, Waterman, - 
Cravens, John, 


Creighton, Edward, 633, 639, 640, 699, 722, 771, 790, 


Crocket, Ely, - 
Crosby, David R. - 
Crumpholt, Jacob, - 
Crunkleton, John, - 
Crunkleton, James, - 
Cummings, Thomas, 
Cunningham, William,  - 
Currey, Jacob, : 
Curtis, Richard, - 
Curtis, Hannah, - 
Curtis, William, : 
Curtis, Benjamin, - 
Curtis, Jonathan, - 
Cushing, Elijah, - 
Custard, Maurice, - 
Cypress, Andrew, - 
Dallas, James, - 
Daniel, William, - 
Daniel, Thomas, - 
Daran Francis, - 
Dardin, Richard, - 
Dardin, Buckner, - 
Davis, Sarah, - 
Davis, Robert, - 
Davis, Hugh, : 
Davis, Martha, - 
Davis, Landon, - 
Davis, David, = 
Davis, Samuel, - 
Davis, Lewis, - 
Davis, John, - 
Davis, Micajah, : 
Davis, Daniel, - 
Davis, George, - 
Davidson, John A. - 
Davenport, James, - 
Davy, Thomas, - 
Dawes, Joseph, : 
Dawson, John, - 
Dawson, Thomas, - 
Day, Benjamin, - 
Day, Henry, : 
Dayton, Phebe, - 
Dayton, Ebenezer, 

Dean, Seth, 626, 636, 641, 7 


Dease, John, - 
Dearmond, Samuel, - 
Dealy, James, - 
De Castro, Julian, 

De Forge, Peter, 605, 
Delany, John, - 
Delgan, Anthony, . 
Demoy, Charles Arbon, - 
De Muy, Charles Arbon, - 
Demos, George, : 
Dempsy, William, 

Denly, James, 630, 659, 
Denly, John, 

Dennis, John, - 
De Selle, Lambert, 
Deval, Richard, - 
De Witt, Ezekiel, : 
De Witt, Mary, - 
Dias, Joseph, - 
Dickey, George, - 
Dickson, David, - 
Dillahunter, William, - 
Dillingham, Maria, - 
Divine, William, - 
Donnelly, Patrick, - 
Donaldson, Thomas, . 
Dorsey, Benjamin, - 
Doud, Roger, - 
Doud, Seth, - 
Dougherty, Anthony, — - 
Douglass, David, - 
Douglass, Daniel, : 
Douglass, Archibald, - 
Douglass, Stephen, : 
Douglass, Elizabeth, - 
Dove, Rebecca, - 
Dove, Joseph, : 
Dow, Lorenzo, - 
Downes, Ambrose, - 
Downes, William, - 
Drake, Jacob, - 
Drennon, David, : 
Dromgoole, Frankey, - 


- : - 888 
- - 621 
635, 636, 639, 770, 792 
- - - 865, 867, 869 
+ - 887 


792 

- 902 
- 906 
891 
616 
616 
864 
861 
- 901 
860, 869 
- - 878 
880, 885, 890, 901 
- 865, 873 

- - 888 
602, 618, 873, 875 
620, 890 
- 859 

- 872 
867, 876 
890, 906 
627, 641 
- 904 

- 902 

- 621 

- 621 

~ 849, 907 
- 869 
869, 894 
- 875 

- 890 
- 894 
- 901 
- 904 
904. 
- 905 
- 864 
- - 892, 903 
= - 609 


Be ee ee): oe oe 
oe «(gs 
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: - - 896 
626, 636, 641, 767, 782 

: - - 890 

- : - 621 

- - - 621 

: - 884. 

= - 879, 895 
755, 756, 763, 765, 766, 767, 
779, 782, 790, 796 

- 633, 637, 704, 799 

- 899, 900 
- - 620 


- 631, 638, 772, 783, 790, 853 


627, 636, 641, 643, 840, 845 
; ‘ - 898 

- 890 
- 631, 724, 801, 802 

: - 639 

. : - 897 

. - g99 

689, 690, 693, 725, 785, 786 
’ - 640, 778, 798 

‘ - g99 
‘ ‘ - 623 
‘ - 618, 886, 895 
884, 892 
. , - 890 
- 886 
: - 640, 764, 799 
. : - 609 
- 902 
, . - 891 
‘ - 904 
- 634, 640, 707, 797 
895, 906 
m . - 612 
- 867 
: ; - 874 
878, 891 
- 872 
- 871, 873, 878, 880 
‘ . - 882 
; - 888, 893, 895 
, ‘ - 891 
‘ - 862, 865, 902 
: - 876 
: ‘ - 602 
‘ , - 904 
- 905 
- 899 
‘ ‘ - 901 
- 888 
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Dubroca, Valentine, 630, 639, 643, 725, 794, 801, 828, 


836, 848 
Duforest, John J. 882 
Dunbar, ‘William, 610, 621, 864, 870, 872, 873, 875, 882, 
891, 895 


615, 616, 864, 873, 899, 908 


Dunbar, Robert, 
- 634, 640, 707, 797 


Dunbar, Joseph, 


ae ae, ae 


Dunbar, Ann, + 870, 874 
Dunn, John, 634, 640, 721, 798, 856 
Dunn, Cornelius, - - - 642, 811, 850 
Dun, Richard, - - - - 864 
Dunham, Joseph, - - - - 903 
Dunham, Reuben, - - . - 903 
Dunham, Hugh, - -" - - 903 

- - 886 


Duplantier, Fergus A. - - 
Dupree, Howell, - 630, 638, 663, 728, 788 
Dupree, Sterling, - 634, 637, 648, 768, 788 
Durbin, Skipwith, : - - - 896 
Durbin, Elizabeth, . - 860, 865 


Durham, Thomas, - - - - 601 
Dyer, Reuben, - - 630, 643, 819, 850 


Dyson, Joseph, - - - - 861 
Dyson, Clement, - - - 876, 888 
Dyson, Thomas, . - - - 888 
Dyson, John - : - - 888 
Dwight, Henry, : > - - 621 
Eastman, Able, - - - - 889 
Eastes, Elisha, - - - - 907 
Edwards, Jesse, . - < 895, 904 
Eglinton, Earl of, - - - - 609 
Elam, William B. - - : - 900 
Eldergill, John, - - 879, 887 

- 890 


Eldridge, David, 3 - - 

Ellicott, Andrew, - - - - 896 
Elliott, James, - 875, 880, 886 
Ellis, John, 615, 618, 859, 865, 866, 868, 870, 871, 874, 


875, 903, 908 
Ellis, Abraham, 859, 861, 868, 870, 904 
Ellis, Margaret, - = - - 859 
Ellis, William, - - - - 871 
Ellis, Hardress, - - - - 896 
Ellis, George, - - - - 903 
Ellis, Owen, - - - - 905 
Ellis, Richard, - - 859, 862, 865, 867 
Ellis, Mary, - - - - 867 
Ellis, William Cocke, = - - - - 868 
Ellison, John, - 882 


Epaho, or Espaho, Anthony, 626, 639, 642, 694, 735, 
765, 783, 851, 847 


Erwin, William, - - - 862, 902 
Erwin, Archibald, - - - 862, 898 
Erwin, John, . - - - 892 
Erwin, Joseph, - - - 901, 905 
Erwin, Thomas, - - - - 886 
Erwin, Isaac, - - - - 892 
Erwin, James, - - = 895, 901 
Essex, Thomas, - - - - 906 
Estell, William, - - : - 623 
Eugel, Phillippi, : - - 873, 875 
Evan, Edward, - - - - 602 
Evans, Edward, - - - - 610 
Evans, Nathaniel, - - - - 882 
Evans, Lewis, - - - 876, 891 
Evans, Thomas, - - -- - 898 
Evans, Ezekiel, - - . - 899 
Everitt, William, - - - - 892 
Ewing, Thomas, = - - - 875 
Fairbanks, William, - - - 867, 904 
Fake, Michael, - - - - 906 
Falson, Edmund, - - - - 623 
Fanning, Sylvester and James, - - 601 


Farr, James, 630, 640, 643, 757, 781, 789, 817, 847 
Farmer, Robert, 601, 605, 626, 632, 635, 636, 637, 741, 

742, 781, 782, 838, 839, 851 
Farmer, William, - - - 892 
Farrar, Benjamin, - 602, 862, 867, 872, 876, 891 
Farrar, George, . = 640, 758, 769, 799 


Farrar, Alexander, - 2 - 887 
Farquhar, John, - - - - 863 
- - 883, 896 


Fauré, Louis, - 
Favre, Simon, - . - 640, 777, 803 


Febreau, Bertrand, - - - - 896 
Fenton, John, - - - - 890 
- - 602 


Fergusson, James, - : 
Fergusson, David, 620, 869, 876, 879, 881, 883, 891, 


894. 

Fergusson, William, - 621, vain 871, 879, nn 891 
Fergusson, Joseph, - - 3, 907 
- 369, 873 


Fergusson, John, 
Few, Benjamin, 634, 641, "644, 761, 794, 805, 825, 832, 


850 
Fife, Isaac, - - - 864, 904 
Firman, Daniel, e = - 621 
Firby, John, - = - 602, 907 
Fitzgerald, George, - - - 863, 890 
Fitzpatrick, Thomas, - - - - 898 





ala aires 


Flannagan, Joseph, 
Fleurian, Charles, 
Fletcher, Josiah, 
Fletcher, William, 
Fletcher, James, 


Fletcher, Benjamin, 


Flowers, Josiah, 
Flowers, Elisha, 
Flowers, Samuel, 
Flower, Ezekiel, 
Floyd, Moses, 
Foalsome, Israel, 
Foley, Patrick, 
Fooy, Benjamin, 
Fortier, Michael, 
Fortner, T. and V. 
Fortner, Thomas, 
Fortner, Vincent, 
Forget, Charles, 
Foré, Louis, 
Foreman, W. G 
Foreman, George, 
Forman, David, 
Forman, Ezekiel, 
Forman, Augustina, 


Forman, Margaretta, - 


Forman, Frances, 
Foreman, Isma, 
Ford, Robert, 
Ford, John, 
Ford, Joseph, 
Ford, Thomas, 
Ford, Hezekiah, 
Foster, Thomas, 
Foster, John, 
Foster, William, 
Foster, Thomas and 
Foster, James, 
Foster, Moses, 
Foster, Mary, 


Levi, 


Foutinella, Francisco, - 


Fowler, J. 
Fradgely, William, 


Frazier, Thomas, 
Frazier, Micajah, 
Francies, John, 
Freeman, Thomas, 
Frend, Samuel, 
Fricker, William, 
Frouillet, Peter, 
Fry, Thomas, 


Fulsome, Ebenezer, 


Furlow, Robert, 
Furlow, William, 
Furney, George, 
Fuzelier, Gabriel, 
Gaillard, Isaac, 
Gains, Young, 626, 


Galbreath, Joseph, 
Gallagher, Jacintha, 
Galtney, Abraham, 
Garvey, Henry, 
Garnier, William, 


Garland, William G. 


Gardner, A. 
Gardner, William, 
Gaskins, John, 
Gatland, Edward, 
Gatlen, Edward, 
Germain, Jeremiah, 
Gibson, Reuben, 
Gibson, John, 
Gibson, Samuel, 
Gibson, Randall, 
Gibson, David, 
Gibson, Gibeon, 
Gibson, James, 
Gibson, Malachi, 
Gibson, Gadi, 
Gibson, Nathaniel, 
Gibson, Gideon, 
Gibson, Tobias, 
Gibson, Stephen, 
Gill, Andrew, 
Gilliard, Theodore, 
Gilliam, William, 
Gilbert, W. 
Gilbert, Christian, 
Gilbert, John, 
Gillespie, William, 
Girault, John, 623, 


Girault, Francis S. 
Girault, Maria, 


605, 606, 626, 632, 636, 659, 782 
Frazier, James, 623, 626, 639, 681, 738, 781, 784, 883 
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- - 902) 
. - 872) 


631, ied 811, 832, 849 | 


864, 868, 870, 881, 891 


618, 870, 875, 876, 878, 880 


612, 


626, 639, 695, 759, 785 


875, 891| 
. - 880 
, 890, 891 
- 620, 876, 891 
< 864, 902 
- 866, 868, 876 
; - 906 
; - 903 
; 777, 782 


- - 884 
- - 872 
- - 612 
- 621 
- - 900 

- 625 

- 880 


- 862 

- 870, 882 
- 868, 870, 882 
- - 870 
870 
870 
892 
861 
z - 865 
865, 867, 894, 898 
: - 887 

- - 899 
867, 881, 895, 908 
- 613, 863, 871 

= 623, 860 

- - 861 

- 862, 868, 888 

- - 901 

- 861 


' 
ee } 3 


- - 870 


‘ - 877 
. - 903 
. - 905 
- - 896 
. 630, 643 
- 601, 602, 609 
. - 626 
. - 602 
- - 893 | 
. - 901) 
‘ - 904) 
: - 880. 
‘ - 623) 
614, 865, 868, 870 | 





627, 630, 639, 643, 679, 680, 727, | 
760, 761, 794, 801, 803 | 


863, "869, 873, 876, 877, 881, 886, 


- 862, 866, 869, 873, 876, 904 


605, 627, 636, 643, 843, 851 
634, 640, 713, 717, 779, 800, 856 


: - 898! 
= - 610! 
: - 877) 
- 610; 
s 601, 602 | 
- ° 879 | 
: - 890) 
‘ - 906 
- 994 
634, 637, 764, 792 | 
- 637) 
> - 601! 
; 863, 868 | 
: 864, 902 


- - 866 
- - 869 
- 866, 867 
- - 878 
- - 902 
902 
902 
902 
902 
- - 902 
: - 873 


- - 867 
- - 877 
. - 904 

- 863 


895, 908 
- - 861 





- 865, 867 
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Glass, Anthony, - - 889, 896, 903, 904 
Glasscock, William, b - - - §892 
Godley, William, - - - - 602 
Goodail, Samuel, - : - : po 


Goodail, Benjamin, - 

Goodwin, Thomas, 634, 639, 714, 775, 791, 800, ass, 
855 

Gvuodwin, Richard, - - - - 871 

Goodwin, Phebe, - - 

Gordon, John, 


- - 892 
633, 639, 734, 800 
Gorman, William, 


= - - - 863 
Gormley, James, - - ~ - 888 
Gosset, Ebenezer, - - S - 896 
Grandpré, Rosalia de, - - s - 880 
Grandpré, Charlesde, —- - - 879 
Grant, Allen, - — 62, aa 643, 843, 851 
Grant, William, - 601 
Grafton, D. - - - - 864 
Grafton, John, - - - - 869 
Grass, Anthony, - - - 867, 886 
Graton, Rebecca, - - - - 893 
Graves, Richard, - - - 878, 901 
Graves, Francis, - . - - 901 
Graves, John, - - - - 901 


Gray, Ruffin, - = - - 892 
Green, Thomas, - - 611, 615, 861, 908 
Green, Edward, - - 612 
Green, Rawleigh, - - 639, 733, 793, 854 
Green, William, 633, 637, 711, 725, 781, 793, 855 


Green, Thomas M. - - 859, 861, 866, 896 
Green, Abner, - 859, 861, 875, 878, 901 
. Green, Joseph, - - 861, 898 
Green, Everard, - 862, 865, 869, 880, 908 
Green, Abraham, - - - 861, 862 
Green, Henry, - - - - 870 


Green, Maria, - - - - 86) 
Green, Filmer and Abram, - - 861, 862 
Green, Nathan, - - - - 888 
Greenfield, Jesse, - - : - 866 
Greenleaf, David, - - 867, 872, 880 
Griffin, James, : 630, 637, 649, 787, 853 
Griffing, John, - : 860, 864, 866, 880 


Griffin, Absalom, - ’ : - 869 
Griffing, G. - - = 870, 871 
Griffin, William, - - 5 - 889 
Griffin, Jesse, - - . - 902 
Griffin, Jonas, - - - - 902 
Griffin, Furney, - - - - 902 
Griffing, Jeremiah, . - - 903 
Griffin, Robert, - - 2 - 908 
Griffing, Gabriel, - - - 864, 866 
Grimbear, Simon, - - - - 888 
Guice, Abraham, - - - - 859 
Guice, Christopher, - - - 864, 869 
Guice, Michael, - - - - 864 
Guice, Jonathan, - - - 869, 887 
Guice, Jacob, - - - - 887 
. Guion, Isaac, - - - 871, 881 
Gurnet, Patrick, - - - - 876 
Hackler, Martin, - - - - 887 
Hackler, Samuel, - - - - 888 
Haines, Peter, - - - - 905 
Hainsworth, Levin, - 633, 637, 640, 770, 798 
Haldeman, Anthony Francis, - - - 609 
Haldemand, Frederick, - - 2 602, 609 
Hall, Edmund, - + - - 887 
Hamilton, Jesse, - - - - 869 
Hamilton, John, - - - 893 
Hamberlin, John, - - - 892 
Hamberlin, William, - - - 895 


Hanna, John, - - 2 - 905 


Hannon, Barton, - : - 887 
Hannon, Philip, . - - 862 
Hapalge, Garret, - - - - 908 
Hardesty, Thomas, - - - - 873 
Hardy, Thomas, - - : - 602 
Hare, Andrew, - - - - 880 
Harman, Jacob, - - - ° = 612 
Harman, Thomas, - - - - 884 
Harman, James, - - - - 894 
Harman, Hezekiah, - - - 623, 864, 907 
Harman, Christian, - - 876, 887, 891 


Harrison, Benjamin, - 630, 641, 712, 717, 790, 853 


Harrison, Joseph, - 867, 887 
Harrison, Richard, 862, 867, 868, 870, 882, 883, 891 
Harrison, Patsey, - - 884 


Harwell, Ransom, - - 633, 639, 705, 776, 793, 854 
Hargrave, William H. 633, 640, 726, 727, 778, 798, 


799 

Hartley, Michael, 630, 643, 644, 816, 824, 825, 833, 
850, 851 

Hartley, John, - - ooh 865, 867, 882 
Harding, Lyman, - - - 891 
Harper, Jesse, - - - - 897 
Harper, Samuel, - - - - 901 


Harrigill, Daniel, - é 


891, 907 
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Harrington, Thomas, - - - 906 
Havard, David, - - 868 
Hawkins, Richard, - 630, 641, 762, 772, 791 
Hawkins, John, - = - 641, 768, 800 
Hawley, Daniel, - - - - 887 
Hayes, James, 2 - = - 893 
Hazletop, James, : 2 = - 901 
Heady, Samuel, : - - - 891) 


Helverson, Godfrey, - 630, 637, 701,.790 | 
Henderson, John, 614, 863, 865, 868, 875, 908 | 
Henderson, Stephen, - - - 619, 887, 891 
Henderson, Dorothy, - . - 871 
Henderson, William, < - 614, 876, 880 
Henderson, Alexander - 863, 867, 868, 869 | 
Henderbrand, David, - - - 889) 
Hennington, John, - 905 | 
Henry, Lemuel, 631, 642, 644, 694, 735, 765, 783, 814, | 

825, 829, 847, 851 | 


Herren, Thomas, 2 


‘ x - 905 | 
Hergeroeder, Henry, - - ai 
Hestler, Martin, - - - - 877) 
Hicks, Benjamin, _ - - - 903 | 
Hickey, Daniel, - - - 625) 
Hickman, William, o = . - 901 
Higden, Jephtha, - - - 860, 896. 
Hill, Peter, « - - 868 
Hill, John, - - - - 898, 
Hill, Robert, “ - - 899) 
Hillis, William, - 630, 638, 663, 728, 788 | 
Hinds, Edward, - = - 906) | 
Hines, John, : - - 641, 739, 787 | 
Hinson, John, - _ 638, 677, 706, 784 | 
Hiorn, William, 2 - - 859) 
Hocombe, John, . = - - 870) 
Hodge, David, - - 601, 602 | 


Hoggatt, James, 607, 626, 632, 636, 639, 753, 781, "782, 
862, 872 

Hoggatt, Anthony, 632, 636, 638, 777, 783, 865, 866, 
873, 896, 897 

Hoggatt, Wilford, - 632, 636, 638, 639, 786, 852 
Hogegatt, William, - - - 860, 866, 887 





Hoggatt, Philip, - - - - 891 
Holland, John, - - - 891, 893 
Holliday, Samuel, - a - 602 
Holladay, Simeon, - - = _ 888, 899, 906 
Holden, Thomas, - - = - 906 
Holden, Joseph, - - - - 890 
Holt, John, : - - 618, 897 
Holt, David, - 860 


Hollinger, Adam, 630, 631, 633, 638, 641, 642, 724, 
763, il 786, 792, 805, 822, 832, 846 


Holmes, Sarah, Z - 859 
Holmes, Benjamin, - : : - 866 
Holmes, Simpson, - = - 894 
Holbrook, Austin, = a = - 887 
Holly, Nathaniel, - - = - 888 
Holly, Samuel, - - : - 889 
Hook, Benjamin, = ? ‘ - g92 
Hook, Simon, = 5 = 892, 896 
Hooper, Absalom, = ‘i : - 602 
Hooper, Innis, . 5 . . 866 
Hooser, John, 2 rs : - 905 
Hootsell, William, - - 901 

Hooven, Benjamin, - 630, 642, 810, 833, 849 
Hooter, Michael, - - - 862 
Hopkins, Gideon, - e - - 867 
Hopkins, John, - - = - 880 
Hornsby, Leonard, . - r =. O0f 
Horton, Abraham, = - 867, 871, 890 
Horton, Enoch, - Fs 3 - 886 
Hortsuck, Christian, : - s - $79 
Hostler, John, - - = - 864 


House, Joseph, - - - 638, 676, 788 
House, John, - - 901 
Howard, Joshua, 620, 626, 636, 639, 729, 781, 783, 

863, 876, 891 


Howard, James, - - - 866,892, 894 


Howard, Charles, - - e - 894 
Howey, William, - - z - g90 
Hoyes, William, = = 5 - 883 
Hubbard, Thomas, - - 891, 903 
Hubbard, Lemuel, - . 2 - 906 
Hubbard, William, - - = - 622 
Hubbard, Amos, - 898 
Huckaby, James, 634, 639, 715, 732, 759, 793, 855 
Huffman, Jacob, : a - 904 
Hughes, James, - ° 4 - 601 
Hughes, Daniel, - - 5 - 602 
Hughes, Felix, - - - - 897 
Humphreys, George W. - - : 879, 891 


Humphreys, Eustace, - - - 868, 882, 896 


Humphreys, Lewis, - . - - 904 
Humphreys, Joel, - - - - 906 
Humphreys, Ralph, - - 620 


Hunt, Abijah, 610, 618, “644, 838, 852, 873, 876, 878, 





880, 891, 893, 894, 895, 896, 902, 904 


iv 
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Hunt, William, 631, 633, 639, 641, 728, 787, 799 

Hunt, David, - - - - 898 
Hunter, Henry, - - - 867, 873 
Hunter, Nansworthy, - - - 867, 873 
Hutchins, Thomas, - - = 882, 885 


Hutchins, Anne, - - - 859 


Hutchins, John, - 859, 882 
Hutchins, Celeste, - - 859 
Hutchins, Samuel, . . - 8638 
Hutchins, Anthony, - - 859, 863, 867, 885 
Hutchins, Eliza Maria Celeste, - - - 869 
Hutchinson, William, . - 903 


Hutson, N. Kenner, - 632, 636, 640, 718, 787, 852 
Hyland, James, - - - 894, 903, 904 


Hyland, Jacob, - - - - 904. 
Hynum, James, - - - - 898 
Ingles, Thomas, . - - - 888 
Irvine, Francis, . : - - 623 
Isinwood, Barnabas, - - - - 888 
Israel, Philetus, - - - 867 
Ivers, William, - - - - 623 
Ivers, John, - - - - 888 
Ivy, Nathaniel, - - - - 863 
Jacobs, Susanna, - . - - 601 
Jacobs, Henry, - - - - 892 


Jackson, Isaac, - . ~ - 901 
Jackson, Reuben, - - . - 905 


Jackson, Joseph, - < P - 602 
Jackson, William, - - - 626, 641 
Jackson, Samuel, - - - - 904 
James, Thomas, - - ‘ - 601 
James, John, - 2 a - g90 
James, Bartholomew, - < - - 896 
Jelks, Reuken, - - - - 9% 
Jett, Stephen, - - - - 904 


Johnson, William, - - 602 
Johnson, Isaac, : 618, 864, 867, 891, 903 
Johnson, John, 627, 630, 632, 636, 639, 642, 644, 678, 
705, 786, 827, 846 

Johnson, Daniel, 630, 631, 632, 636, 638, 639, 678, 
706, 717, 719, 759, 760, 784, 785, 788 

Johnson, Solomon, 630, 637, 639, 725, 786, 801, 802, 


803 
Johnson, Edmund, - - - - 892 
Johnson, Joseph, - - - 902, 905 
Johnson, Henry, - - . - 903 
Joiner, William, - ‘ < - 859 
Jones, James, - = 602, 863 


Jones, Robert, - 640, 710, 801, 803, 855, 882 
Jones, Jonathan, - - - 360, 904 
Jones, John, - - _* 861, 872 
Jones, David, - - . - 892 


Jones, George, - - 897 
Jones, Harwood, - ~ - 900 
Jones, Francis, - - - 615, 900 
Jones, William, - - - - 902 
Jones, Jeremiah, - - : - 902 
Jones, Jacob, - - = - 905 
Jones, Moses, - = - 905 
Jones, James and Evan, - Z = - 625 
Jones, Thomas, - = 630, 639 
Jones, Charles, - - - = \ Say 
Jones, Russell, - 2 . - 895 


Jordan, Thomas, - - - 869, 873, 907 
Joyce, Maurice, - - - - 863 


Joyce, John, - . - 863 
Jurzan, Pitiagad, - - 627, 642 
Jurzan, Peter, - - 627, 641, 642 
Juzant, Pelagia L. - - 641, 642 


Juzant, Francis, - 626, 641, 756, 767, 782 


Kannady, John, - - - 634 
Kannady, David, - - - 634 
Kelly, Patrick, - - - 601 
Kelly, Sarah, . - - - 892 
Kemp, Jonathan, - . - - 900 
Kemp, Isaac, : - : - 900 
Kemplin, Nicholas, : - - - 610 
Kennedy, James, - - 625 
Kennedy, Daniel, - 639, 775, 800, 855, 873, 895 
Kenner, William, - - - 868 
Kenner, Sarah, - - - - 869 
Kennison, Nathaniel, . : - - 860 
Kennison, William, - - . 884, 898 
Kidd, Robert, - - - 863 
Killingworth, Francis, - 631, 642, 807, 833, 849 
Killian, George, - - 867, 877 
Killian, Joseph, - - - - 877 
Killcrease, William, - - ° - 904 
Kimbre, Rebecca, - - - 657, 738 
Kimble, Frederick, - - - - 863 
King, Joseph, - : - 602, 621 
King, Prosper, - 612, - 880, 887, 897, 908 
King, P. and R. : - 614, 618 
King, Caleb, - 619, 879 


King, Benjamin, 426, 633, 639, 641, 722, 777, 782, 792 
King, Justus, - - 614, 618, 873, 887 
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ne Richard, 860, 861, 863, 864, 868, 879, 880, 882, 
887, 894, 895, 896 


King, Charles, - - - 864, 872, 891 
King, Henry, - : - - 873 
King, Catharine, - - - - 880 
King, William Henry, = - - . - 880 
King, Edward, - F - - 888 
King, Jesse, - - - 894 
King, James, - - ~ - 899 
King, John, - - - - 902 
Kipley, Leonard, - - - - 889 
Kiper, Henry, - - . - 898 
Kirk, James, - - - 866, 871 
Kirkland, Zachariah, - - - 897, 907 
Kirkwood, William, . - - 890, 895 
Kitchens, Benjamin, - - - - 899 
Knapp, Abraham, - . - - 619 
Kneelan, John, - . - - 901 
Kneeland, Ira C. - - - - 904 
Knight, William, - - - - 900 
Knox, Robert, - - - 899 
Lacy, Thomas, - - : - 898 
Lacy, William, - : “ - §g98 
Lacy, Samuel, - - - - 901 
Lafieur, Henry, - - - - 885 
Lamb, Joseph, - - - 627, 636, 643 
Lambert, Rhoda, - - - - 878 
Lambert, David, - - - 887, 892 
Lamphier, Thomas, - - - - 893 

905 


Land, James, - - - - 
Landrum, Zachariah, - - 634, 639, 733, 797 


Lanehart, Adam, - - 895 


Lanier, Benjamin, - - - - 891 
Lapointe, John B. - : - - 895 
Lathrop, Isaac, : - - - 623 
Lattimore, David, . - 874, 877, 878, 892 

- - 874 


Lattimore, William, 
Lawrence, Ann, 631, 632, 636, 639, 640, 688, 721, 725, 
757, 777, 784, 789, 852 


Lawrence, Joseph, - - - - 643 
Lawrence, William, : - - - 901 
Lawrence, Jason, - - : - 879 
Lea, Christopher, - - - - 886 
Lea, Jesse, - : . - 01 
Lea, William, - - . - 904 
Leatherman, Daniel, > - - - 902 
Le Breton, -cmaguamaaid . - - $872 
Ledbetter, Henry, - 898 
Lee, Richard, - 631, 638, 656, 738, 776, 789 

- - 895 


Lee, John Still, . 
Lee, William, . . - - 873 
Leffiers, Margaret, - - - - 860 


Lejeune, David, - - 864, 876, 882 
Lemmon, William, - 863 
Lemon, Francis, - - - _ 874, 875, 883 
Lemos, Manuel Gayoso de, - - 875, 876 
Leonard, Gilbert, - - - - 880 
Leonard, Israel, - - - 619, 876 

- - 623 


Lewis, John, : 
Lewis, Figures, - 633, 638, 659, 719, 792 
Lewis, Edwin, 633, 637, 639, 700, 707, 708, 711, 725, 

735, 781, 788, 793, 854, 855 


Lewis, Francis, - - - 627, 636, 643 
Lewis, William, - - 610, 867, 896, 902 
Lewis, Moses, - - - - 867 
Lewis, Seth, - - - - 867 
Lewis, A. - - - - 871 
Lewis, Joseph, Dr. - - - 888 
Lewis, Sarah, - . - 871, 872 
Lewis, Asahel, - - - - 871 
Lewis, Samuel, - - - - 872 
Lewis, David, - - - 903 


Linder, John, 631, 642, 809, 814, ois, 833, 846, 847 
Lindsey, William & Co. - . - 876 
Lintot, Bernard, - - - 868, 887 
Lintot, William, - - 625, 875, 891, 896 


Little, Abraham, - 604, 626, 639 
Lloyd, Joseph W. A. - 602, 615, 906, 908 


Lobdill, James, - . - 895, 903 
Locks, Isaac, : . . - 875 
Logan, Hugh, . - - 621, 623 
Lord, Tomasina, - - - - 623 
Lorero, Domingo, : - - 881, 896 
Lorimer, John, - - 601, 907 
Lott, John, . oo 626, 632, 636, 637, 783 
Lovelace, John, - - 876, 883 
Lovelace, Edward, - - - - 892 
Lovelace, Thomas, - - - 894 
Lowe, James, - - - - 641, 766, 796 
Lowry, Gideon, . - - - 899 
Lum, Jesse, - - - 621, 859, 890 
Lum, William and Hanna, . . - 859 

- - - 870 


Lum, John, - 

Lum, Samuel, : - - 898 
Lum, David, - 
Lusk, John, - 


- - 899 
859, 862, 878, 883, 891 
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Lusk, Samuel, - - - 892 
Lusk, William A. - - - §892 
Lusk, Levi, - : - 896 

- - - 896 


Lusk, Jacob, 

Lyman, Thaddeus, 
Lyon, Samuel, 
McCullagh, Alexander, 


- 601, 602, 609, 882 
631, 643, 820, 848, 900 
01, 606, 626, 627, 632, 636, 


Gee e¢ & 5 8 


637, 644, 739, 782, 838, 851, 891 
McCaleb, Daniel, - 2 - 904 
McCaleb, William, - - - 601 
McCaleb, Samuel, - - - 902 
McCaleb, John, : - - 900 
= 900, 904 


McCaleb, James, 
McCurtin, Cornelius, 
McClendon, Sandford, 


626, 638, 668, 786 
634, 640, 735, 800 


' 
0 PO Oe on ce X% 


McClendon, Dennis, - - 639, 728 
McClindon, Debois, - - - 637 
McCole & McClendon, - - - 708, 793, 855 
McCay, Alexander, - - - - 904 
McCoy, D . - - - 870 
McCoy, John, - - - 614, 905 
McCall, Ezra, - - + - 890 
McCrorey, Thomas, - - - - 893 
McCulloch, Alexander, - - : - 891 
McCulloch, John, - - - - 894 
McCulloch, James L. - 2 - - 901 
McCullen, Micajah, - - - - 901 
McCabe, Edward, - - - 875, 879 
McCabe, Rebecca, - - - 887, 891 
McCann, Cornelius, = - - - 883 
McDermot, P. - - - 622, 908 
McDaniel, William, . - 631, 642, 834, 851 
McDonald, Willis, - - - - 888 
McDonald, Ambrose, - - - - 902 
McElwee, James, - - - - 902 
McFarlan, David, - - - - 877 

- - 874 


McGillivray, Daniel, 
McGrew, James, 630, 638, 686, 725, 769, 785, 853 
McGrew, John, 631, 632, "636, 638, 640, 729, 734, 772, 
786, 787, 852 

McGrew, Clarke, 631, 632, 636, 641, 693, 734, 769, 
783, 787, 853, 856 

McGrew, William, - - 633, 637, 772, 787 
McGrew, John Flood, 634, 640, 693, 734, 738, 770, 
783, 786, 853, 855 

McGrew, J. F. & Co. - - - 638 
McGrew, Constant, - 638, 738, 769, 787 
McGrew, Alexander, - 638, 734, 772, 787 
McGill, James, - 621 
McIntosh, John, 603, 626, 652, 636, 637, 744, 781, 782 
McIntosh, William, - 863, 864, 872, 875, 891 
McIntosh, Eunice, - - 868, 873, 879 
McIntosh, James, - - 868, 872, 879 
McIntosh, Alexander, . - 602, 862, 882 
McIntyre, James, - - 861, 867, 868 


McKiernan, Charles, - - - 862 
McKee, John, - - 896 
McKimn, E. - - - 620 
McKenna, Constantine, - - - - 875 
McNeely, James, : = - - 892 
McNeely, Daniel, - = - - 906 
McWaters, James, - - - - 901 
Mackey, William, - - - 895, 899 
Mackey, Jonathan, - - - - 904 
Madden, Manuel, - - - 865, 883 
Magill, James, - - - - 890 

- - 881 


Mahan, Samuel S. - 
Malone, Thomas, 627, 631, 633, 640, 641, 642, 722, 
774, 798, 301, 853, 856 


Malone, Peter, nee 636, ns m1, 677, 789, 853 


Maltze, Charles M. - 887 
Mann, Frederick, - - - - 621 
Manadue, Henry, . - - 863, 890 
Marsh, Cyrus, . . - 899 
Martin, Peter, - - - - 623 
Martin, Athanasius, - - - - 880 
Martin, John, : - + 862, 898 
Martin, Ann, - - - 874, 887 
Martin, Abraham, - - - - 892 
Martin, Thomas, - - - 887, 890 
Marbles, Earl, : - - 868, 892 
Marshall, William, - - 601, 602, 609, 907 
Marshall, Samuel, - - - - 868 
Marshall, George, - - - 900, 903 
Marschalk, Andrew, - - - - 886 
Marshall, S. B. - - - - 903 
Marble, Abner, - - - - 888 
Marble, Ezra, - - - - 903 
Marble, Theophilus, - - - - 888 
Marble, Stephen, - - - - 904 
Marler, Charles, - - - - 892 
Mason, Samuel, - - - - 888 
Matthews, George, - - - 616, 617 
Matthews, Hugh, - - - 613, 869 
Matthews, James Allen, - - - - a 


Matthews, Joshua, 






































INDEX TO PUBLIC LANDS. 


Middleton, Stephen, 
Mills, William, 
Mills, John, 

Mills, James, - = 
Miles, Priscilla, - - 
Miles, Moses, - - - 


601, 631, 642, 807, 833, 849 

- 631, 642, 807, 848 
631, 642, 815, 847 
634, 640, 771, 798 
905 
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Mather, George, - - - 883 
Mather, James, - - . 883, 886 
Matlock, Gideon, - ° - - 903 
Mayes, Abraham, - . z - 888 
Mayes, Sarah, - - ¥ - $870 
Maylone, John, - 2 Ps - 898 
Mayfield, Reuben, - - 2 898, 899 
Melson, James, = - . - 904 
Metzo, Frederick, - - : - 869 
- - - - 899 


Miller, Jacob, - 630, 641, 712, 790, 853 
Miller, Stephen, - - - - 863 
Miller, Christopher, - - 873, 878, 883 
Miller, Richard, - - “ 876, 891 
Miller, William, - - - 888, 900 
Miller, Robert, - - : - 890 
Miller, Joseph, : - - 894 
Miller, Daniel, - + S - 878 
Miller, John, - = a - 900 
Millikin, John, - = a - 644 
Milligan, James, - - - - 898 

- - - 887, 900 


Millburn, Henry, 
Milton, Michael, - 631, 642, 819, 848 
Mims, Samuel, 606, 607, 626, 627, 630, 638, 641, 643, 

644, 696, 766, 785, 824, 825, 826, 833, 845, 849 
Minor, John, 862, 867, 868, 870, 873, 875, 876, 881 
Minor, Stephen, - : - 876, 880, 883 
Minor, Stephen B. - - - - 879 
Minor, William, - - - - 879 
Miro, Peter, - - - 625 
Mitchell, David, - 863, 864, 875, 876, 877, 880 


Mitchell, John, - - 2 - g92 
Monroe, David, - - = - 860 
Montgomery, Alexander, - 612, 613, 864, 873, 892, 908 
Montgomery, Samuel, - . - - §g90 
Montgomery, William, - - - 890, 899 
Montgomery, John, - - - - 895 
Montgomery, Robert, = - - - - 901 
Montgomery, —_— - - - - 901 
Montgomery, J = = - 613 

873, 895 


Monsanto, Benjamin, : 
Moore, Robert, 610, 868, 873, 875, 876, 881, 8382, 884, 


891, 895, 906 

Moore, James, 610, 625, 873, 875, 877, 880, 881, 886, 
891, 896 

Moore, Samuel P. - - - 610, 873, 896 
Moore, Moses, - 632, 636, 639, 725, 757, 784 
Moore, Arthur, - 626, 636, 639, 781, 783 
Moore, Lewis, : . - 868 
Moore, Robert K. - - - 879 
Moore, William, - - - 610, 880, 886 
Moore, Joseph, - - - - 900 
Moore, Henry, - - 901 
Moore, William, Walter, wnt Mincages, - 873 
Moore, Alexander, - - - 875, 876 
Morris, John, - - - 627, 642 
Morrison, William, - - - - 885 
- - 868 


Morrison, James, 
Morgan, Jordan, 631, 633, 638, 640, Wks “738, 776, 789, 

801, 802 
- 634, 637, 647, 799 


Morgan, William, 
637, 647, 776, 793 


Morgan, James, 


Morgan, Thomas, - . - sins 898 
Morgan, Jemima, - - - 618 
Morgan, John, - - - - 905 
Morrow, Robert H. - - - - 904 
Moss, Patsey Westly, - : - - 860 
Mosely, Thomas, - : - - 906 
Monson, Telfair, - - - - 878 
Mulkey, David, - - . - 892 
Mulholland, Charles, - - - - 875 
Mundell, Andrew, - - - 903 
Munger, Anna, - - 631, 638, 660, 789 
Munger, Hiram, 631, 634, 637, 640, 653, 788, 791, 853, 

856 
Munger, Sampson, - 631, 637, 653, 791, 853 
Murdock, John, - - - 876, 878 
Murrell, William, - 633, 639, 705, 774, 797, 854 
Murray, Thomas, - - - - 870 
Murray, William, - - - 871, 883 
Murray, Edward, - - - - 886 
Murphree, John, - - - 900, 905 
Mygatt, Daniel, - - - 620, 888 
Nail, Henry, 632, 636, ie satde 787, 788, 852 
Nailer, Francis, - - 895 
Nailer, John, - - 906 
Narbonne, Maria J. - 629, 641, 697, 761, 779, 783 
Nealans, William, : - 873 
Nealy, Westly W. - - - - 902 
Neel, Abraham, - - . - 898 
Neely, William, - - - - 880 











Neille & Beauvais, 
Nelson, Peter, 
Nelson, Hugh, 
Nelson, Christopher, 
Neville, Philip, 
Newman, Isaac, 
Newman, George, 
Newman, Joseph, 
Newman, Benjamin, 
Newman, Thomas, 
Newman, William, 
Newman, John, 
Newman, Ezekiel, 
Newton, John, 
Nichols, Thomas, 
Nicholas, Anthony, 
Nicholson, James, 
Nicholson, Henry, 
Nicholson, William, 

* Norrell, Levi, 
Norris, William, 
Norris, James, 
Norwood, Charles, 
Nowland, Pierson, 
Nowland, William, 
Nugent, John, 
O’Connor, John, 
O’Connor, William, 
Odam, David, 
Odam, John, 
O’Dier, Major, 
Ogden, John, 
Ogden, Amos, 
Ogden, Daniel, 
Ogden, William, 
Oglesby, James, 
Oglesby, William, 
O’Hara, Timothy, 
Oiler, Mark, 


5 


861, 875 


Xvii 


Pages, 


Mississippi Territory—Alphabetical list of claimants in the— 
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- 891 
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- 905 
- 619 
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863 
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- 613, 876 
- Si 

876, 882, 897 
892, 895 

- 906 

- 602 


- 601, 602, 875, 878, 879, 880 


864, 882 
867, 891 
866 
- 890 
876, 882 
864, 872 


Olive, Dominique de, 630, 631, 639, 641, 727, 794, 801, 


Oliver, Mary, 
Olivares, Marcos, 
O’Neal, Asahel, 
O'Reilly, John, 
Osborn, Samuel, 
Osmun, Benajah, 
Overaker, George, 
Owens, William, 
Owens, Martin, 
Owens, James, 
Owens, Thomas, 
Pagé, Joseph, 
Page, Maria, 
Palmer, Archibald, 
Pannill, Alexander, 
Pannill, David, 
Pannill, John, 
Pannill, Joseph, 
Parks, Thomas, 
Parr, Henry, 
Patterson, Arthur, 
Patterson, John, 
Patterson, William, 
Patterson, Edward, 
Patterson, Thomas, 
Patton, James, 
Patton, Arthur, 
Paul, Jacob, 
Payne, Silas L. 


Pearne, Richard Freewan, 


Peck, John, 
Pegroux, P. C. 
Pendergrast, Robert, 
Percy, Thomas, 
Percy, Susanna, 
Percy, Charles, 
Perkey, John, 
Perkins, Nicholas, 63 
Perkins, Joseph, 
Perkins, John, 
Perkins, Caleb, 
Perkins, Ezekiel, 
Perret, John Baptiste, 
Perry, Hardy, 
Perry, John, 

Perry, Daniel, 
Perry, Barnabas, 
Perry, James, 
Peterkin, James, 
Peters, John, 
Pharis, William, 
Phelps, Henry, 
Phillips, Jeremiah, 
Phillips, George, 
Phillips, Jacob, 
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. 879, 898 
- 861, 865, 896 
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; - 876 
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- 869 
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- 625, 890, 893 
: - 902 
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- 861 
886 
- 886 
886 
892 
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- 623, 868 


- 621 
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- 609 
- - 623 
890 
- 615, 908 
- 866, 871 
- 859, 866 
888 


, 639, 690, 691, 716, 717, 784 


e 860, 890 
a 870, 878 
887 
890 


. - 864 
- 627, 642, 894 
- - 625 
- - 872 
- - 872 
- - 870 
- - 609 
- - 612 
- - 903 
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. - 900 
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Phillippi, Jacob, 

Phipps, Elijah, . 
Phipps, Henry, - 
Phipps, Samuel, : 
Pickles, Adam, . 
Pickering, John, > 
Pierce, William and John, 


Piernas, Peter, - 
Pipes, Windsor, . 
Pipes, Abner, - 
Pipes, John, - 
Pipkin, Moses, - 
Pipkin, Asher, - 
Pittman, Buckner, - 
Plattner, Henry, 
Ploché, Stephen, 
Pollard, Jahn, 
Pollock, Oliver, 
Pollock, George, 
Pomet, Leonard, 
Pope, William, 
Porter, Samuel, 
Porter, Landlot, 
Potter, Caleb, - 
Pousset, Francis, 

Powell, William, 627, 630, 
Powell, James, - 
Presler, Simon, - 
Presly, Peter, 

Prevost, Augustine, 
Prevost, James Marcus, 
Price, Lewellin, 

Price, Martin, 

Price, Ralph, 

Price, William, 
Proctor, Jordan, 
Proctor, James, 
Proctor, Katurah, 
Proctor, Reuben, - 
Profit, George, 

Provost, Augustine, - 
Pruett, Beesly, - 
Pruitt, Sinclair, - 
Quetglass, Joseph, - 
Quine, Robert, - 
Quine, Henry, - 
Quinn, Patrick, - 
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Quirk, Henry, 

Rab, John, 

Rabb, Nicholas, - 
Rabby, Cadder, - 
Ragsdale, John, - 
Rain, Cornelius, 
Randon, John, 
Randon, James, 
Ransford, Andrew, 
Rapaljé, Garret, 
Rapaljé, George, 
Rapaljé, Isaac, 
Rapaljé, James, 
Rapaljé, Jane, 
Rasby, Glode, 
Ratliffe, John, 
Ratcliffe, William, 
Ratcliff, Samuel, 
Ratcliffe, Henry, 
Ratcliffe, Peter, 
Rawlins, Benjamin, 
Ray, Reuben, 
Rayner, Daniel, 
Rea, Sanders, - 
Read, John, - 
Reed, Elizabeth, 

Rees, Ebenezer, 621, 266, 


Regillo, Policarpo, - 
Reid, T. - 
Reynolds, John L. - 
Rhea & Cochran, 

Rhea, Martha and Mary, 
Richardson, Henry, 
Richards, Stephen, 
Richards, Mordecai, 
Richey, William, 
Ridgely, Nicholas G. 
Ritchie, John, 

Ritchey, Andrew, 
Roach, Henry, 

Roach, William, - 
Robb, Nicholas, - 
Roberts, David, : 
Roberts, Bridget, : 
Roberts, Benjamin, - 
Robertson, Robert, - 
Robertson, James, - 


874 
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893 
877, 895 
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860, 865 
875, 894, 895 
- 898 

- 898 
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- 892 

891, 904 

- 625 

890, 899 

- 601 
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875, 883, 887 
905 
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871 
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638, 641, 682, 706, 760, 784 
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613 
601 
601 
- 865, 890 
880 
880 
887 
- 643, 818, 848 
630, 643, 817, 850 
- - 889 
- - 878 
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- - 907 
868 
905 
899 
- 9092 
902 
623 
623 
874 
- 887 
-. - 891, 897 
- 900 
636, 639, 640, 692, 757, 784 
- 630, 642, 812, 848 
643, 812, 833, 849 
602 
- 614 
- 878, 881, 884 
889 
889 
- 878 
643 
866 
- 871, 873 
83 
901 
- 901 
- 903 
900 
- 896 
- 634, 639, 723, 792 
- - 880, 888, 898 
640, 720, 797, 855, 894 
869, 872, 873, 881, 884, 891, 
894, 895, vines 908 
895 
866 
- 900 
602 
- 880 
- 863 
- 895 
- 891 
= -aiee 
610, 880 
- 896 
- 905 
613, 882, 896 
- 904 
864, 876 
621 
887 
896 
874 
- - - 879 
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Robins, George, 
Robinson, Matthew, 
Robinson, John, 
Robinson, Raymond, 
Robinette, John, 
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- 634, 637, 673, 791, 854, 885 


639, 715, 732, 759, 906 

- 899, 900 
899 
2 - 898 


Rochon, Augustine, 626, 627, 629, 631, 639, 644, 749, 


Rochon, Louisa, 
Rodney, George B. 
Rodriguez, John L. 
Roddy, Augustine, 
Roddy, Augustus, 
Rogers, Benjamin, 
Rogers, William, 
Rondle, Josiah, 
Ross, Nathaniel, 
Ross, Jesse, 

Ross, David, 

Ross, Alexander, 
Ross, Arthur Brown, 
Ross, Samuel, 
Ross, Isaac A. B. 
Ross, Eli K. 

Rose, Edward, 
Rose, Peter Francis, 
Rose, James, 
Routh, Zaccheus, 
Routh, Job, 
Routh, Jeremiah, 
Rowe, John, 
Rowell, Hubbard, 
Rucker, Jonathan, 
Rule, Thomas, 
Rum, Adam, 
Rumsey, James, 
Rumsey, Jane, 
Rumsey, Lacy, 
Rundell, Seth, 
Rundell, Joshua, 
Ryan, Isaac, 
Ryan, Daniel, 
Ryan, William, 
Ryon, Winifred, 
St. Germain, John, 
Sanders, Marian, 
Sanders, James, 
Sanders, Joseph, 
Sanders, Littleton, 
Sargent, Winthrop, 
Savage, John, 
Savage, Ann, 
Savage, Mary, 
Scarlett, James, 
Scartill, James, 
Scandlin, Andrew, 
Scoggin, Jonas, 
Scott, John, 

Scott, William, 
Scott, James, 
Scott, Adam, 
Scott, Robert, 
Scott, Sarah, 
Scriber, Stephen, 
Scriber, Abraham, 
Searcy, John, 
Segovia, Alonzo, 
Sellhoof, Conrad, 
Selsa, George, 
Sessions, John, 
Sessions, Joseph, 
Sessions, Philip, 
Sessions, Richard, 
Shaw, Matthew, 
Sharbut, William, 
Sharp, Joseph, 
Shields, William, 
Shilling, Palser, 
Shilling, Jacob, 
Shipp, Bartlett, 
Shropshire, Thomas, 
Shuffield, Robert, 
Siks, Philip, 
Silkings, William, 
Sims, Robert, 
Sims, David, 
Simmons, Elisha, 
Simmons, David, 
Simmons, Charles, 
Simmons, James, 
Simmons, Robert, 
Sinclair, John, 
Sinclair, Gasper, 
Skinner, Josiah, 
Skipper, Michael, 
Slaughter, Henry, 
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- 871 
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- 892 
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- 904 
- 896 
869, 873 
: - 601, 875, 899 


- 610, 620, 879, 885, 887, 896 
631, 638, 663, 708, 782, 790, 855 


- 633, 639, 768, 792 

886 
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864, 876 
892 
892 
- 886 
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- 866 
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892 
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: - 899 
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- 904 
- 901 
892 
- 893 
622, 890 
- 901 
902, 905 
633, 637, 650, 796, 855 
- 888 
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; - 892, 896, 897 
904 
623 
- 869 

638, 660, 699, 764, 792 
630, 642, 808, 832, 845 
: : 639, 778, 798 
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Slater, Hugh, . . - - 897) Sutton, Teckes, - . - 902 
Slocomb, Joseph, . ‘ - - 898 Swain, James, - - - - 901 
Sloder, Henry, : - - - 898 Swayze, Stephen, - - 614, 878 
Slone, Richard, 2 ‘ 2 - 898 Swayze, Nathan, : - - 614, 866, 878 
Slone, John, - - 898 Swayze, Hiram, - - 2 624, 908 
Smith, John, 601, 620, 859, 869, 874, vl 880, ane 893 Swayze, David, - - - - 866 
Smith, Robert, 2 621 Swayze, Samuel, - - - 878, 879 
Smith, Edmund, - 640, 641, 708, 728, 799 Swayze, Elijah, - - - - 878 
Smith, Frederick, - - - 641, 787 Swayze, Gabriel, - - - - 879 
Smith, Peter, - - - - 861 Swayze, Richard, - - : - 879 
Smith, Zachariah, - - 861, 868, 886, 888 Swayze, Sarah, - - - - 879 
Smith, James, - - - 861, 904 Swayze, Elizabeth, - - - - 893 
Smith, Calvin, - . - - 864 Swayze, Solomon, - - - - 884 
Smith, Philander, - = - - 867 Sweazy, Nathan, z 2 - 859 
Smith, Richard P. - : = - 868 Tabor, Isaac, - - - -. = 863 
Smith, William B. ; . . - 869 Tabor, William, - - - 868, 880, 899 
Smith, William, - - 876, 896, 903, 904 Talley, John, - 631, 638, 785, 859, 893 
Smith, Israel, - : - 877, 892 Taylor, Abraham, - - 612, 865, 875, 908 
Smith, Lucius, - - : 888, 903 Taylor, John Noble, - S - -. 872 
Smith, Pliny, - - - - 898 Taylor, Robert, - - - - 878 
Smith, William M. - - : - 899 Taylor, Isaac, ° ° ; - 878 
Smith, Chileab, : A - 902 Tear, John, - - - 886, 897 
Smith, Jesse, - - - 861, 903 Temple, W - ‘ - - 901 
Smith, Thomas, - - - - 620 Templeton, Joseph, - - - - 903 
Smith, David, . - - - 860 Terry, John, - - - - 897 
Smith, Josiah, - Z ss é 888 Terry, Stephen, “ és ‘o = 906 
Smith, Sarah and Maria, - - x - 891 Texada, Manuel de, - - - 871, 879 
Smith, Ebenezer, = Z sy - 896 Tharp, Zaccheus, - é - - 901 
Smith, Phineas, : - - - 898 Thery, John B. - - - - 887 
Snellgrove, Henry, - - - 631 Thearel, Elijah, : - - - 902 
Snyder, Adam, - - - ~ > Sri Thiekston, Abraham, - - - - 880 
Solabellas, Michael, - - - - 879 Thomas, William, - - 620, 872, 876, 908 
Sollivellas, Maria G. - ° - =) “887 Thomas, Jesse, - - - 641, 766, 796 
Sommers, John, - - - 601 Thompson, Margaret, = - oe Wet ae, - 610 
Sorrell, Robert, - 633, 640, 706, 781, 797 Thompson, Thomas, - - - 610 
Sorrall, George, - - - 899 Thompson, Joseph, 630, 641, 643, 805, "806, 832, 833, 
Southwell, John, - - 601 846, 849 
Southerland, John, - 632, 635, 636, 639, 782 Thompson, William, “ “ - - 890 
Spain, James, - - - 869, 872, 891 Thompson, Andrew, ° . s - 891 
Spain, Helena, - - - - 869 Thompson, Robert, - - - - 899 
Sparks, Richard, - : = - 884 Thompson, John, - - - - 905 
Spell, Susanna, - 2 867, 870 Thornell, Ephraim, - - - - 602 
Spell, Benajah, = e zi - g98 Thorp, Eleazer, - - - - 902 
Spiers, John, - < E - 881 Throckmorton, Mordecai, - - 891, 897 
Spillard, Daniel, - - - 639, 759, 788 Throckmorton, Robert, - - - - 888 
Spiller, William, - : - - 896 Tier, John, - - - 886, 897 
Splane, Thomas, - - ‘ - 892 Tierney, Matthew C. - - - 869 
Spyers, John, - : - - 860 Timberlake, Samuel, - - - - 891 
Stabraker, John, - = - - 897 Todd, Edward, - - - - 602 
Stackpole, Juliana, - = - - $87 Todd, Charles F. - - = 872 
Stackpole, Maurice, - - = - 880 Todd, James, - - - - 882 
Stames, Moses, - 903 Tomlinson, Nathaniel,  - - 619, 883, 896 
Stampley, John, - 613, 866, 869, 870, 875, 908 Tompkins, Thomas, - - - - 898 
Stampley, Jacob, - 621, 862, 866, 876, 908 Tool, Matthew, - a . - 901 
Stampley, Henry, - - ° - 888 Tooley, Adam, - - - - 897 
Stampley, William, : - . - 895 Trefore, Charles, : - 906 
Stampley, Margaret, - - . - 859 Trennier, John B. 631, 639, 641, 642, 675, 761, 785, 
Stampley, George, - - - - 888 794, 803 
Stanley, Isaac, - - 633, 689, 732, 797 Trend, Samuel, - - - 821, 832, 849 A 
Stanley, Rhoda, = . - - 906 Trentham, Robert, = “ E - 901 
Stansfield, James, - - - - 906 Trevillion, States, = - - 868, 879 
Starke, Robert, - - : - 618 Trist, Hore Browse, - - - - 886 
Stauts, Samuel, - - - - 902 Trivillian, Richard, - = - - 619 
Stauts, Sylvester, - - - 891 Trouillet, P. : - - 639, 702, 785 
Stedham, Moses, - - 630, 642, 811, 848 Trouillet, John, - 642, 643, 702, 785, 845, 849 
Stedham, Benjamin, 633, 642, 813, 833, 836, 840, 849 Trouillet, Isabella, 634, 640, 714, 728, 735, 761, 794, 
Steel, Frances, ° - 631, 643, 818, 847 802 
Steel, James, - - - - 865 Trudeau, Charles, - - - - 886 
Steel, John, - - - - 876 Truffio, Charles, : - a. - 885 
Steel, Benjamin, : - - 889, 903 Truly, Bennett, = = - 619, 621 
Stephenson, John, - . : - 6C1 Truly, James, - . - - 893 
Stephenson, Stephen, = - - - - 869 Truly, Sarah, . . - - 5 
Stephen, Jacob, : - - - 623 Tulwood, Lewis M. . . - - 906 
Stephens, Jesse, - - - 900, 902 Turnbull, Robert J. . - - - 601 
Sterett, James, - - - - 882 Turnbull, John, 626, 627, 638, 639, 642, 696, 768, 785, 
Stewart, James, - - . 612, 865 831, 847, 861 
Sticker, Joseph, : - 621 Turnbull & Joice, - : - - 641 
Stiggins, Joseph, 627, 630, 643, 644, 820, 827, 846, 851 Turner, Henry, - - - 866, 879 
Stitlee, John, - - - 868 Turner, Robert, . - - - 873 
Stockett, Samuel, - - - 902, 903 Turner, Edward, - - - 876, 907 
Stockstill, Joshua, - - - - 880 Turner, Linton, & Co. - = : - 904 
Stoddard, James, 7 - - 623, 896 Turpin, William, - ‘ - - 907 
Story, Ephraim, - - - 623, 892 Turvin, Richard, - - 642, 824, 848 
Stowers, John, - - 865, 875, 889 Tyler, Thomas, - 619, 621, 872, 875, 880 
Stringer, Francis, oe 638, 676, 717, 774, 790, 856 Tyrce, Benjamin, . - 887 
Stroud, Marshall, - - 899 Underwood, Thomas, —- - 627, 644, 838, 851 
Strupes, Jacob, - - - 865, 876, 888 Ury, Margaret, - - - 
Stump, John, - . - 896 Valleret, Louis, ‘ ‘ a“ 863, 873 
Sullivan, O. - 630, 638, 677, 706, 784 Vandon, Peter A. - - - 866, 885 
Sullivan, Thomas, 633, 640, 723, 764, 779, 798, 891 Vandeval, John, - = - 892 
Sullivan, John, - - 881 Vardiman, William, 607, 615, 619, 626, 632, 636, 637, 
Sullivan, Patrick, - * 863, 891 743, 783, 905 
Surget, Catharine, . 617, 867, 870, 886, 908 Varise, Thomas, - - - - 866 
Surget, Charles, - - - 618, 891, 908 Varlo, Weston, - - - - 609 
Surget, P. . - - 617, 867 Vauchere, Joseph, : . - - 620 
Sutherland, John, - - - 605, 626 Vauchere, Anthony, - - - - 890 
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Vauchere, John, - - - - 895 

Vick, Newell, - - - - 892 
Vidal, Jacintha, . ‘“ “ - 610 
Vidal, John, - - - - 625 
Vidal, Joseph, - : - ais 883, 886 
i Viles, Thomas, - - - 891 
/ Vincent, James, - - - - 898 
Vining, Uriah, - - 906 
} Vousdan, William, - sane 864, 867, 869, 873, 879 
Wade, James, - 865 
Waddell, John, - ° - - 904 
I Wadsworth, Thomas, - - 602 
( Wailes, Edward Lloyd, - 635, 636, 641, 773, 803 
} Walker, Joseph, - - - 620 
| Walker, John, - - - 620, 896 
- - - 620, 623, 873 


Walker, Abraham, 


Walker, Zachariah, 
Walker, William, 
Walbach, John B. 
Wall, Micajah, 
Wall, William, 
Wall, John, 
Wallace, John, 
Wallace, James, 
Walton, John J. 
Walton, Oliver, 
Wamack, John, 
Ward, Daniel, 
Ward, Joshua, 
Ward, Charles, 
Washburn, Lemuel, 
Waters, Mark, 
Watkins, James, 
‘ Watkins, Andrew, 
Watley, Wyche, 
Wattman, David, 
Watrous, Charles, 
Watson, Samuel, 
Watson, Jeremiah, 
j Watts, Francis A. 
Watts, Robert, 
Watts, John, 
Waugh, David, 
Webb, William, 
Webber, William, 
Weekly, John, 
Weekly, George, 


Se em 


rE TEE 


630, 


anean 


Weekly, William, 
Weekes, Nicholas, 
Weeks, Caleb, 
Wells, Simeon, 
Wells, Thomas, 
Wells, Samuel, 
Wells, Absalom, 
‘ Wells, John, 
i Westmoreland, Joseph, 
li West, Cato, 
West, Littlebury, 
West, William, 
West, James, 
Whaley, Simpson, 
Wheat, Solomon, 
Wheat, Thomas, 
Wheeler, Briant, 
Whipple, Elizabeth, 
Whitaker, Daniel, 
White, John Hampton, 
White, M 
White, Charles, 
White, Demsey, 
White, Thomas, 
White, Joseph, 
White, Thomas L. 
White, Reuben, 
| White, James, 
White, Larkin, 
Whittle, Elizabeth, 
| Whittle, Maria, 
Whitley, Solomon, 
Wicks, William, 
Wikoff, William, 
Wilds, John D. 
Wilkins, Thomas, 
Wilkins, John, 
Wilkinson, Abner, 
Wilks, Simeon, 
Willis, Henry, 
Willis, Asenath, 
Williams, Stephen, 
Williams, James, 
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Williams, William, 621, 634, 638, 715, 776, 793, 854, 
878 








Walker, John and Tandy, 
Walker, Charles, 608, 626, sammie vans _ 641, 779, 782 


- - 602, = 639, 


- 631, 642, 813, 848 | 


633, 639, 732, 797, 856 | 


- 903 
- 906 
- - - 904 
- 634, 638, 656, 777 


607, 626, 632, 636, 639, 781, 782, 793 


866, 870, 875, 876, 890 
- - 641, 766, 796 
- - 871 
- - 881, 885, 887 
- - 905 
640, 716, 799 
693, 724, 785 
602 
- - 627, 636, 643 
905 


-~- 1630; 


- 905 


- 631, 638, 789, 855, 874, 903 


- 633, 638, 657, 738, 793, 856 


891 


896 
- 874 
868 
899 
- - - 875 
- : - 887 

- - 888 
602 

- 871 
818, 828, 847 


631, 643, 
- 630, 643, 817, 847 
, 808, 812, 834, 845, 
847, 850 

633, 643, 813, 850 
- 641, 804, 805 
878 
- 643 
891 
886, 890 
: . - 905 
: - 905 


- - 635, 656, 639, 770, 792, 854 


- 860, 897 
; - 894 
‘ - 863, 902, 903 
. : - 897 
- 633, 641, 737, 796 


637, 654, 711, 800, 802, 853 
630, a 690, 716, 717, 784 


. - 906 
‘ - 876 
; - 859 
. 866, 894 
- 866 
- 866 
‘ - 887 
, 891, 896 
. 892, 904 
- 894 
. : - 898 
- 610, 896, 898 
; - 900 
877 


- 612 
‘ - 869 
: 618, 879 
- 903 
866, 876 
- 899 
- 888 
‘ - 630, 817, 850 
- 613 


- - 868 
- - 633, 640 
- 613, 876, 878, 879 





Pages. 
Mississippi Territory— Alphabetical list of claimants in the— 


Williams, David, - - - - 871 
Williams, John, - - - - 896 
Williams, Maria, - - 621 
Williams, William, Mary, ‘eal Ann, - - 871 
Williams, Maria McIntosh, - 871 
Williams, Margaret, - - - 874 
Williams, Hezekiah, - : 887, 890 
Wilson, Joseph, - - 634, 640, 707, 797 
Wilson, John, - - - - 874 
Wilton, William, . - - - 609 
Winfree, Jacob, - - - 602, 883 
Winn, Richard, - - - - 620 
Wiseman, Davenport, - - “ - 899 
Wisdom, Solomon H. - - - 623, 908 
Withers, Jesse, - - 865, 869 
Woods, John, 635, 636, 638, 777, 789, 853, 898 
Woods, Thomas H. - - - 902 
Woolley, Melling, - - - - 880 
Wooldridge, Edward, - - - - 871 
Wooldridge, William H. - - 904 
Wooton, Hardy, - - 631, 641, 709, 787 
Worley, Caleb, - - - - 905 
Wraye, John, - - - - 875 
Wright, Hezekiah, - - - - 899 
Wylie, Louisa, - - - - 866 
Wylie, John R. - - - - 872 
Wylie, James, - - - 887 
Yarborough, James smith, - 859 
Young, Samuel C. - 618, 623, 625, 876, 877, 896 
Young, Samuel, - - - 625 
Young, Edward, - - - 637, 758, 787 
Young, Daniel, - 637, 759, 787 
Mobile—Territory relinquished by the Indians on the 
- 135 


river, - 
Moravian Society—Survey of tracts granted to the, - 82 


Morgan, Colonel—Contract with, 2 “ 95 
Morrison, Arthur—Report of Secretary of the Treasury 
on petition of, relating to the forfeiture of the 

first payment on lands, ". 124 

Morton, Perez—-Claims to land ceded by ‘Georgia of, 159, 209 
Moultrie, Alexander--Claim of, asa member of the South 

Carolina Yazoo Company, - - 165, 178 
Moultrie, Dr. James--Claim of, as a member of the 

South Carolina Yazoo Company, - 165, 178 

93 





Mountjoy, John—Renewal of a military land warrant to, 





Murray, William, and others—Memorials, claims, &c. as 
members of the Illinois Company, 24, 27, 72, 74, 160, 189 


Muskingum—Boundary nn by 7“ asaate of, - 24 


Salt made on river, e 93 
N. 
Natchez--Claim to two lots by the city of, - - 162 
William Dunbar’s claim to land in and ome 
the city of, - - 185 
- 194, 219, 259 


Reports of committee on above claims, 
Navy—Land warrants issued to Virginia, 
Nelson, John—Petition of, relating to location of ny 

bounty lands; report adverse, 80 
New England Missiesippi ie ies imal of lands om 


by the, 
Report on memorial of the, purchasers under the 


Georgia Mississippi Company, - - 215, 252 
Newfoundland—Extension of the Government of, - 36 
New Orleans—President’s communication relative to the 

- 589 

















610 








Batture at, 
New York—Cession of lands to Congress by, - - 7 
Boundary of do. - - - Ps 


Grant to Duke of York of, 


Application for lands on terms “different from 

those established by law, from inhabitants of 
Ovid; refused, - - - - 288 

G. Ludlow et als., citizens of, memorial as pur- 
chasers of lands in Georgia, - - - 587 

Nicholas, Rob. C.—Commissioner of land claims east of 
Pearl river; report, -- - - : a 


Apppointment of, 
Nightingale, John C.—Claim under a law of Georgia by, 34, 71 
See report on Georgia claims, - 132, 149 
Carolina—Unclaimed lands in the North and 

Southwest Territories ceded by, - 22, 97, 108 
Claims to land of the continental line and Evans's 

battalion of, = - - - - - 23 
Grants to individuals by, - : - 23, 78 
Claims on the lands ceded by, 30, 33, 78, 102, 123, 180 
Petition of the trustees of the University of, - 30 
Within the limits of the first colony of Virginia, - 94 


Division of Carolina into South and, 1726, - 99 
Sale of lands acquired 7 cession from, - - 108 
- 102, 123 


North 


Boundary of, - 
Report on resolutions of, on —— of Memucan 
Hunt and others, - 179 
Acts relating to lands claimed by the United 
States in Tennessee, of, - - - 21 
Act to authorize the State of Tennessee to perfect we 


titles reserved by, - 
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Pages. 

Northwestern nye of a land office 
in the - 8 
Report on land claims from secretary of the, - 9 
Court grants for lands in the, = = - 10, 16 
Proclamation of John Todd, Jun. in the, - 16 


Reports of committees on grants and claims in the, 17, 71 
Reports of the Secretary of State on claimsinthe, 16, 18 
Unclaimed lands ceded by North Carolina in the, 22, vd 
Boundary of United States’ lands in the, - - 
Introduction of slavery and exchange of lands 


asked for by inhabitants of the, - . 68 
Pre-emption rights asked for in the, - - i 
Error in instructions to land officers in the, rela- 

tive to allowance of discount for preys pay- 

ment, - 258 

Nova Sithinneaiveiiiten of end for refugees from, - 25 
Reports on petitions of refugees from, - 28, 31, 92 
Extension of the Government of, - - 36 
General report on claims of refugees from, - 106 
Reports of committees of the House of Represen- 

tatives on claims of refugees from, = - 110, 585 
(For list see Refugees.) 

0. 

Officers and soldiers--Of the Virginia lines and navy, 

land warrants issued to, - - - 6,7 
Petitions of, relating to lands, = - - - 17, 26 
Of North Carolina, land claims of, - - 23 
Under General George —— Clark, reserva- 

tions of lands to, - - 24 
Who served in America during the war between 

Greaf Britain and France claim lands under 

proclamation of 1763; report thereon, - 583 


Ogden, Jonathan—petition of, as claimant under Georgia 
grants, - - - - 
Ohio--Cession of lands by Virginia, southeast and north- 
west of the, = - - - - 


587 


- 5 

Report on land claims from the Secretary, north- 
west of, - - - - 9 

Cession of lands by North Carolina, northwest of 
the, - - - . 22 

Boundary of United States’ lands northwest of 
the, - - . . - - 24 
Reservations in, - - - - - 67 
Pre-emption rights northwest of the, —- 68 


Progress of surveys northwest of the, - - - 81, 83 
Amendments suggested to the laws relating to the 


surveys and sale of lands by inhabitants of, - 163 
Reports of committee and Secretary of the ‘Trea- 
sury on the same, - - - 182 


‘Twenty miles square lots for the support | of schools 
and religion asked for by a company in, - 
Extension of credit iaeiem for by pur ee ” 
lands in, 
Balances due in 1803, 1804, ond 1805, by pur- 
chasers of public lands in, - 
Application for the sale of the reserved lands i in, 
Application for an exchange of certain school 
lands in Ohio, by the Legislature of, - - 582 
Ohio Company—Claims of the, - - . - 24, 25 
Claims of French settlers at Galliopolis to lands, 
under purchases from the, - - 29 


Reservations by the United States, under contract 
with the, - - 


255 
284. 


286 
304 


- - 67 
Report on memorial asking for twenty miles square 
lots for the support of schools and religion, 255 
Ohio river—Sale authorized of Jends north of the, - 182 
Organization of the land system--Proposed, - - 8 
Orleans Territory--Land titles, culture of sugar, and en- 
dowment of schools in the, - - - 250 
Appropriation of lands recommended for public 
schools in the, - - - 258 
Quantity and quality of lands in the, - - 586 
Alteration proposed in surveying lands in the, - 587 
Petition for reclaimed lands in the, - - 910 
Otter creek—Description of settlements on, - 190 
Ovid, New York—Inhabitants of, apply for lands on terms 
different from those established by law; re- 
fused, - - - - - 288 
P. 
Parmelee, David-—Appointed clerk to commissioners for 
settling claims to lands east of Pearl river, - 645 
Patents for lands--How to be — and issued, - 9 
Form of British, - 137 
Form of Spanish, with petition sik warrant, - 138 
Patterson, Matthew, and others—Ask retrocession of 
lands on French Broad river, ceded by South 
Carolina, - 103 
Payne, William—Claim to lands ceded by Georgia, of, 159 
Pearl river—List of pre-emption rights west of, - - 589 
British patents disallowed west of, - - 601 
British patents disallowed east of, - - 603 
British patents filed with commissioners east of, 
under act of 2d March, 1805, - - - 609 


118 P 


xxi 
Pages, 

Pearl river--Claims disallowed as antedated, by commis- 
sioners west of, - 610 

British and Spanish warrants or orders of survey 
disallewed by commissioners west of, 611, 626 

Spanish warrants or orders of survey ’ disallowed 
by commissioners east of, - - - 625 
Commissioners of land claims east of, - - 603 


Location of claims on, 601, 610, 611, 625, 629, 630, 
633, 637, 859, 897 
Registers of the land office east of, : - 628 
Register of certificates granted on British and 
Spanish patents, - : - 629, 859 
Register of certificates on which patents may issue 
without any payment of purchase money, 630, 887 
Register of certificates on which patents may issue 
without any payment of purchase money, but 
not until a judicial decision shall have been 
obtained against the conflicting British claims, 632, 897 
Register of pre-emption certificates, . 633, 897 
Register of pre-emption certificates on which 
patents may not issue until a judicial decision 
be obtained against British claims, - 635, 907 
Register of British patents on which no certificates 


have issued, = - - - - 636 
Register of claims presented December, 1805, - 637 
Appointment of commissioners to settle claims to 

lands east of, = - 645 
Appointment of register of land office in Wash- 

ington county, - - - - - 645 
Claims entered with register west of, = - - 859 
Register of certificates granted under act of June, 

1812, at the land office west of, - 908 
For alphabetical list of claimants to lands east and 

west of, see Mississippi Territory. 

Peck, John—Claim to lands ceded by Georgia, of, - 159 

Penn, William—Grant by Charles If. March 4, 1681, ™ 96 

Pennsylvania—Claims to land in Luzerne county, 79 
In part, within the limits of the first colony of 

Virginia, - - - - - 94 
Charter granted to, - - - 96 
Location of lands under British proclamation of 

1763, ordered by citizens of, - - - 583 


Peorta—Claims of inhabitants of, = - 285 

Peppin, Joseph—Claim to lands ceded by Georgia, of, 159, 252 

Person, Thomas—Report on petition of, claim to land 
ceded by North Carolina, - - - 30 

Petitions—See Memorials. 

Phelps, Matthew, and others--Claim of, under warrant of 
survey issued by British Government of West 


Florida; report adverse, - - - 189 
Phelps, Oliver—Boundary of New York cession, - 74 
Pickering, Timothy--Appointed commissioner to settle 
land claims with Georgia, - - 92 
Pierpoint, Henry W.—Pctition of, as ‘claimant under 
Georgia grants, - - - 587 
Piggot, James, and po oe forland, - - 20 
Plan—For disposing of the public lands, . - 8 
Point O’ Tramble—Description of settlements * - 192 
Powel’s river-—-Henderson’s grant on, - - 24 
Prairie du Rocher—Land claims of inhabitants uf, - 18, 21 
Donation lands to inhabitants of, - - 68 
Prairie du Pont—Petition of inhabitants of, for land, - 20 
Pre-emption rights—Under cession from North Carolina, 24 
Northwest of the Ohio, - - - - 68 
In the Northwest Territory, - - - tilill 
To claimants under John Cleves Symmes, - 112 
Adjustment by commissioners of do. - - 112 
Settlers in Indiana and Mississippi pray for, 261, 597; 
598 
Patents to holders in Mississippi, of, - - 262 
West of Pearl river, list of, - - 589 
Legislature of Mississippi ask for rights to ‘settlers, 
and extension of time for first payment on; re- 
port adverse, - - - - 597, 598 
Price of lands—Reduction of the, . z - 909 
Prime, Nathaniel—Petition of, as ee under Geor- 
gia grants, - - 587 


Purchasers of public lands— isin for an extension of 


credit, - 284, 597, 598, S09 
Balances due Foeany j in Ohio, 1803, 1804, 1805, 286, 909 
Relief to, - : - - - 909 
Quebec--Boundary of the Government of, - - 36, 95 
Foundation laid in 1608, of, - - = 282 
R. 

Rebutaille, Frangois--Report on the aaa of the 
widow of, refugee, - 28 

Reclaimed lands—In the Orleans Territory, donation 
asked of, - - 910 
Reduction--In the price of the public lands, - - 909 
Reed, Benjamin--Claim to land near Vincennes by, - 91 


Refugees from Canada and Nova Scotia—Reservations for, 





25 
Reports on petitions of, - - - 28, 31, 92 
General report on claims of, - - - 106 
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Refugees Srom Canada and Nova Scotia—Reports of com- 
mittees of the House of Representatives on 


claims of, - rie 
Alphabetical list “= 
Allan, John, - - - 
Boyd, James, heirs of, - - - 
Brooks, Martin, - = 
Bradford, Lieutenant Colonel, - 
Bindon, Joseph, - - - 
Bocart, Martha, - - - 
Clark, Parker, - - . 
Chester, Simon, heirs of, - - 
Cazeau, P. Francis, - - - 
Crawford, James, - - - 
Cole, Ambrose, . - : 
Cole, James, - - - 
Chinn, Edward, = - = 
Cone, Joseph, - - - 
Cayeau, Peter, - e 
Dodge, John, heirs of, - - - 
Danks, Isaac, ° ° : 
Delesdernier, Lewis F. - - 
Duggan, James, - - - 
Delesdernier, Gideon and Mary, - 
Delesdernier, uemaed heirs of, = 


Edgar, John, - : 
Eddy, Jonathan, - - ~ 
Earl, Daniel, Jun. = 4 : 
f / Earl, Nathaniel, : e " 
/ Earl, Jonas and Daniel, - - = 


Faulkner, Thomas, - - : 
Faulkner, Edward, - - 


Fales, Atwood, - - = 
Fales, Samuel, - - = 
Gay, David, - - - 
Gardner, Ebenezer, - - - 
Gouett, James, - - - 
Gosline, Lewis, . - - 
Gauley, John, - - - 
Harding, Seth, - - - 
How, William, - - = 
Halsted, John, ~ S - 
Hamtramck, Colonel J. F. - - 
Jenks, David, - - - 
Johnson, Adam, - “ a 
Livingston, Colonel James, - - 
Lamb, Joshua, - - - 


Livingston, John, - 
Levittre, Joseph, - 

Livingston, Abraham, - - - 
Leibert Philip, - 


Miller, Noah, - - : 
McGown, John, - - - 
Minot, Jonas C. a ‘ = 
Maxwell, Lieutenant William, - - 
Mercier, John D. - = ~ 
Miller, Oliver, = < : 
Noble, Seth, = : : 
Oliver, Major Lorant, - - ‘ 
Price, James, = 
Paskel, John, - = = 
Rouse, Louis, - - ‘ 
Rodgers, Samuel, - - p 


Reynolds, Nathaniel, - - - 
Robisheaux, James, - - - 
Starr, John, . - - 
Thompson, Benjamin, - - - 


Torrey, John, . - : 
Throop, Josiah, - - - 
Torrey, William, - - - 


Vander Heyden, Jacob, : - 

Von Heer, Major B. - - - 

Walker, Martha, - 

Welsh, Nathaniel and Patrick, - - 

Weibble, Henry, - - 
Registers and receivers at land offices—Instructions to, 

Increase of compensation to, - - 


Appointment of register for land office east of 


110, 584 


106, 110 
106, 110 
106, 110 
106, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
106, 110 
106, 110 
106, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
106, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
106, 110 
106, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
106, 110 
106, 110 
106, 110 
107, 110 
106, 110 
106, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
106, 110 
106, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
106, 110 
106, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
106, 110 
106, 110 
106, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
106, 110 
107, 110 
107, 110 
- 124 
- 182 


Pearl river, - = ° - 645 
Relief--To purchasers of public lands, - - 284, 909 
Repeal—Of credit system, - = ° 286, 909 
Reservations~—Under cession from North Carolina, - 24, 25 

In Ohio, - 67, 304 
Resolutions—Of Congress, July 17, 1788, : - 5 
Do. September 1, 1788, - - - 5 
Do. August 29, 1788, - - - 9 
Do. April 23, 1783, and pennaney 19, 1793, - 28, 31 
Do. April 13, 1785, - - 31 
Do. February 19, 1794, - . - - 31 
Do. March 10,1796, - : - - 33 
Do. March 3, 1795, - - - . 34 
Do. June 20, 1788, - - . : 68 
Do. August 12, 1790, - : - - 104 
Of Virginia, December 20, 1790, - - 17 
Do. December 12, 1791, - 26 
Retrocession—-Of lands ceded by South Carolina asked by = 
1 


settlers, a 
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Pages. 


Pages, 

Revolution—-Military land claims prior to the, - 70, 165 

River Raisin—Description of settlements on the, - 190 

Rocky river—Description of settlements on, - - 190 

Rodney, Thomas--Appointed commissioner to regulate 

grants of land, and dispose of lands of the 

United States south of the State of Tennessee; 

reports, = - - 187, 193, 598 
Rogers, John--Report on claim of, - - 81, 582 
Rogers, Thomas—Report on petition of, eee] 

grants by Virginia, - - 582 
Rose, Hugh—Attorneys of, title to land nies the Geor- 

gia Company’s purchase, - - 134, 139 
Rouge--Description of settlements on river, —- - 191 
Russell, Charles, and others--Petition relating to locations 

of military bounty lands, - - - 26, 80 

Ss. 

Sale of lands--Plan for the, - - - - 8 
Extension of credit on, - - - - 74 
Reports on the - - - - 82, 98 
Provision for, in Tennessee, - - - 108 
Revision of laws respecting the, - - - - 162 


Amendments suggested in laws relating to the, - 163 
Reports of committee and Secretary of the Trea- 
sury on alterations proposed in the laws relating 

to the surveys and, - - - 182, 187, 193 

Provision for, south of Tenessee, - - 187 

Salt springs and licks--Recommendation to lease, 1800, 93 
People of Indiana ask for salt ——, a the 

Wabash, - - 160 

Sands, Joseph-—Claim to Jand ceded by Georgia, of, - 159 


Sands, Comfort—Petition of, as claimant under Georgia 
grants, - - - 587 
Sandy creek—Description of settlements on, - - 190 
Sargent, Winthrop—Report on land claims in 1790, by, 9 
Report on grants to settlers in 1798, by, - - 84. 
Schools--Endowment of public, in Louisiana, — - 250, 258 
Lands for public, in Mississippi, - - - 262 
Proposed exchange of lands in Ohio for, - 582 
Scioto river—Lands to Virginia troops on, - - 5, 24 
Settlements on the, - - - - 91 
Salt made on the, - 93 

Scioto Company-—Claims of French settlers at Galliopolis 
to lands under purchases from the, —- - 29 
Scott, John B.--Claim under a law of Georgia by, - 34, 71 
See report on Georgia claims, —- - 132, 149 
Settlers--In the vicinity of Detroit, description of the, - 190 
In Michigan, British and French, . - 281 
In Michigan, provisions proposed i in favor of, - 592 

In Mississippi, expediency of granting pre-emp- 
tion rights to, considered and refused, 597, 598 

Shee, John—-Petition of, in behalf of Illinois and Wabash 
Land Companies, - - - - 160 
Report on same, - - - - 189 
Shelby, Isaac—Grant of land to, - 23 


Sheldon, Job—Report on petition of, setting forth that his 


warrant for bounty lands was fraudulently ob- 

tained by another person; adverse, - - 911 
Short, Peyton--Claimant under John Cleves mya, 

memorial of, - - : - 77 


Sitgreaves, Samuel—Appointed commissioner to settle 
land claims with Georgia, - 
Slavery—Inhabitants of Northwest Territory petition for 
the introduction of; report thereon, - - 68 
Smith, Benjamin—-Claim of, to land in Luzerne county, 79 
Snipes, William Clay—Claim of, as a member of the 


92 


South Carolina Yazoo Company, - 165, 178 
Soldiers--Land warrants issued to Virginia, - - 6,7 
Petition of assignees of, on the subject of bounty 
lands, - - - - 17 
Under General nome Rogers wien reservation 
for, 24 
South Carolina—Grants by Charles i. and Charles II. to 
Robert Heath and others, of, - - 34, 38, 99 


Erection and abandonment of Fort St. George, - 34, 38 
Commission and instructions to Robert Johnson, 
Governor of, September 25, 1795, = - 34, 35, 46, 49 
Grant proposed to charitable colonies of all the 
land between the rivers Savannah and Alta- 
maha, in, - - - - 34, 47 
Governor Wright, of Georgia, protests against 
grants of lands south of the Altamaha, by Go- 
vernor Thomas Boone, of, - - 35, 52 
Further proceedings relating to said grants, 53, 54, 55, 


56, 57 
Treaty between the Cherokee nation and, - 35, 59 
Boundary line between Georgia and, - 35, 60, 100 
Within the limits of the first colony of Virginia, - 94 
Division of Carolina into North and, 1726, - 99 
Settlers ask retrocession of lands ceded by, - 108 
Memorial of citizens of, purchasers under the 
Upper Mississippi Company; report, - - 215 
South Carolina Yazoo ye of the, and re- 
port thereon, - - - 133 _ 
Memorial of the, claiming compensation under 
convention with Georgia, - - 165 
Reports of committees on same, - - 178, 197 
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Pages, 
Southwestern Government—Establishment of a land office 
in the, - . 8 
Unclaimed lands ceded by North Carolina 3 in the, 22 
Southwestern parts of the United States—-Claims to land 
under a law of Georgia in the, 34, 71, 99, 111, 125, 
132, 159, 161, 162, 184,. 187, 203, 209 
Spain—Treaty of 1670 betrewn Great Britain and, - 34, 36 
Treaty of 1729 between Great Britain, France, 


and, - - 34, 36 
Treaty of 1763 ietwnen Great Seiten and, 34, 36, 99 
Boundaries in America claimed by, - - “99 
Conquest of West Florida in 1781 by, - - 99 
Treaty of 1783 between Great Britain and, con- 

firming cession of the Floridas, - - 100 


Claims and titles to lands derived from the Go- 
vernment of, 132, 135, 161, 184, 185, 188, 250, 259, 


596, 611 

Form of petition, warrant, and patent, granted 
by, - - - - - - 138 
Titles to lands in T.ouisiana derived from, - 250 


Patents and warrants of survey disallowed, claim- 
ed under authority from, 611, 625, 626, 629, 859 
Claims to lands in the Mississippi Territory, west 
of Pearl river, grounded on Spanish patents, - 859 
Spafford, lie aang for lands at a reduced — 
‘ 80 
St. Clair, a ee of the Northwest Ter ritory, 
reports of proceedings under resolution of Con- 


gress of June 20 and August 29, 1788, - 18, 90 
St. Philip’s--Donation lands to inhabitants of, - 2 68 
St. Vincent’s—Reservations to settlers at, - 2 24 
State, Secretary of-—Report of, on proceedings at Vin- 

cennes, under act of August 29, 1788, = 16 


Report of, on do. respecting the lands of inhabit- 
ants of nase La Prairie du Rocher, and 


Kahokia, 18 
Report of, on unclaimed ‘lands ceded by North 

Carolina, - - - - 22 
Report of, on Virginia military bounty lands, - 26 
Reports of, on claims of John Rogers and Charles 

Russell, - = - 81 


Appointed commissioner for an amicable settle- 
ment of the limits with Georgia, and the esta- 
blishment of a Government in the Mississippi 


Territory, with agreement, - = - 195 

Report on same, - - - - = $99 

State line—Land warrants issued to Virginia, - - 6,7 
Steubenville-—-Report on purchase by Arthur Morrison, 

and instructions to officers at, - = - 124 

Sale of reserved lands in the district of, - - 182 

Instalments due for lands in 1801, at, —- - 288 
Strawbridge, James—Agent for and claimant under the 

Tennessee Company, - - - - 204 

Sugar—Culture of, in Louisiana, - - - 250 

Sullivan county—Entries in, 240,264 acres, “ . 24 
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Alterations suggested in running the meridian 

lines in, - - - = a 83 
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Amendments suggested in laws relating tothe, - 163 


Reports of committee and Secretary of the Trea- 
sury on the alterations a in the laws 
relating to the sales and, - 182, 187 
Inhabitants of Mississippi pray that the United 


States pay the expense of, - : - 262 
Alterations proposed for the Orleans sepsis 

in the, - - - 587 

Surveyor General—Appointment and duties of the, - 9 

Appointment of the deputies, —- - - 9, 182 
Alterations suggested in running the meridian 

lines in the surveys, by Rufus Putnam, - 83 

Extension of authorities and duties of the, - 182 


Susquehannah Company—Purchase in 1754 by the, - 79 
Petition for a new colony within the limits of Con- 


necticut, by the, - - . - 98 
Symmes, John Cleves—Purchase of, - - - 25 
Reservations by the United States, under contract 
with, - - - . - 67 
Reports of Attorney General on contract ane 67, 127 
Reports of committees on contract with, 75, 126 
Claimants under, memorials of, &c. - 77, 104 
Survey requested by, = - - - - 82 
Settlements on land claimed by, - - 91, 104 
Pre-emption rights to claimants under, - - 112 
Adjustment by commissioners of do. — - - 112 
Boundaries of contract with, - - 104, 127 
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Tatum, Absalom—Grant of lands to, - - 23 

Taylor, Griffin—Application for renewal of a lost Vir- 
ginia land warrant by; refused, - = 1106 
* Tennessee-——Cession by North Carolina of, 1789, - - 108 


Received into the Union as a State, 1796, - i109 
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Tennessee—Land office for sale of lands in, - - 109 
Compromise authorized with companies or per- 
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Report of committee on same, - - - Wy 
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prior to the revolution; rejected, : - 165 
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Trahan, Gregoire—Report on the petition of, refugee, - 28 
Treasury, Comptroller of the—Report of, on the claim of 
Seth Harding, a refugee, . . 92 
Report of, on claims of ee —_ om and 
Nova Scotia, - 106 


Treasury, Secretary of the—Report of, on progress of 
surveys northwest of the Ohio, - 
Report of, on claim of Seth Harding, a refugee, 92 
Report of, on claims of refugees from Canada and 
Nova Scotia, - - - - - 106 
Report of, on Arthur Morrison’s petition to be 
relieved from a forfeiture on a land purchase, 124 
Appointed commissioner for an amicable settle- 
ment of the limits of Georgia, and the establish- 
ment of a Government in the Mississippi Terri- 
tory, with agreement, - - - - 125 
Report of, on same, - - - - 132 
Report of, on alterations suggested in the laws 
relating to the sale and sami of the ae 


lands, - 183 
Report of, on quantity and quality of public lands 
in the Orleans Territor Ys - 586 
Report of, on proposed alteration in sg 
the public lands in Orleans Territory, - 587 
Treaties—Between pee and Spel, of 1670, 7th 
article, - - - 34, 36 


Between Great Deitain, Fine, we Spain, 1729, 34, 36 


Between Spain and Great Britain, 1763, - - 34, 36 
Between South Carolina, a and the Chero- 

kees, 1777, - - - 35, 60 
Between Great Britain oul the United States, 

1783, - - - - 100 

Between Great Britain and Desing 1783, - 100 

Of Holston and Hopewell, 1785, 1786, 1791, 23, 33, 

123, 124 

Trepagnie, Prisqgue—Report on petition of, refugee, - 28 

Trepagnie, Augustine-—Report on petition of, refugee, - 28 
Turner, G.--Claimant under John Cleves stints me- 

morial of, - - - 77 
Turner, Edward—Appointed commissioner to regulate 
grants of land and dispose of land of the United 

States south of the State of Tennessee, - - 187 
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Unclaimed lands—In the territory ceded by North Caro- 
lina in the North and Southwest Territories, - 22, 97 

United States—Treaty with Great Britain, establishing 
the southern boundary of the, : - 100 
Interfering land claims of Georgia and the, - 101 
Agreement and cession between Georgia andthe, 125 
Claims to lands in Tennessee, by the, - 211, 584 

Upper Mississippi Company Clete of, and report 


thereon, = isa 
Deposite in the State Treasury of $35, 000, bythe, 149 
Claims under the, : 215, 252 

V. 
Vandalia Company—Claims of the, : - - 24 
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Claims for supplies to iainaienes troops by inhabit- 


ants of, - - - - 11 
Surveys of donation lands: at, - - 11 
Grants by Indians to inhabitants of, with petition 

and report of committee, - - 32 
Grants to settlers in, - - - 9, 84, 90 
Extension of time for notices of land claims at, - 263 
Claims in the, - - - - 285, 288, 558 
Claims allowed by Governors, - - 288, 559, 568 
Claims allowed by commissioners, - 288, 573 
Claims rejected by commissioners, - 288, 293, 574 


Claims not embraced by any act of Congress, 289, 301 
Donations of four hundred acres of land granted 





to heads of families in, 1783, - - - 290 
List of original donees and present claimants, 290, 559 
Claims of French inhabitants of, - - 301 
Claims of inhabitants of Upper Prairie, in, - 301 
Locations of claims in the, - - - 559 
Alphabetical list of claimants in the— 

Adair, Louis, - - - - 200 
Addison, William, - - - - Sep 
Ails, Amos, - - - - 299 
Ails, Stephen, - - - - 299 
Alare, Louis, - - . = 11 
Aller, Louis, - - - = 13 
Anderson, Thomas, - - - 567, 569 
Andrez, Joseph, - - - 5 11 
André, Joseph, - - - - 290 
André Pierre, - - - - 568 
Antaya, widow, - - - - 566 
Anthis, John and Jacob, - - - a toe 
Anthis, Francis, - - - 570, 572 
Applegate, Samuel, - . . - 563 
Ardrine, L. . - - - 9 
Arguilliere, John D’, - - - 87 
Armstrong, John, - - - 292, 299 
Arpin, Jean B. - - - 298, 559 
Arturgus, Mainard, - - - - 8&7 
Aschar, Joseph, - - - - 59 
Askin, John, - - - 88, 559 
Astargus, widow, - - E = 18 
Asturgus, Minor, heirs of, - . - $59 
Asturgus, Robert, - - : - 566 
Astrus Alexis, - - - 290, 559 
Baird, Sam’], 86, 89, 291, 292, 293, 300, 562, 570, 571, 574 
Baird, Joseph, - - - 89, 568 
Baird, Robert, - - : 291, 568 
Baird, Thomas, 4 - - 562, 568 
Bailey, John, - - 300, 559, 568, 570 
Baillarjon, Nicholas, heirs of, — - E 290, 560 
Baker, Isaac, - : : - ore 
Baker, Joel, - - - - 573 
Ballairjon, Nicholas, - - - 11, 290, 560 
Ballaidron, Nicholas, - " % 12 
Baroye, Francois, Jun. - = = 11 
Baroye, Frangois, Sen. - - - - 11 
Baril, Francis, - - - - 13 
Barrackman, Michael, - - - 86 
Barrackman, Peter, heirs of, - - 89, 560, 561 
Barrackman, Peter, Jun. - - - - 89 
Barrickman, Peter, - - - 297, 559 
Barrackman, John, - - - - 299 
Barrackman, Christopher, heirs of, - 560, 598 | 
Barrackman, Abraham, - . . lie 568, 570 | 
Barrais, Francois, - 5 = 88 | 
Barkman, Henry, - - - - O91) | 
Barrackman, Henry, - - - - 559} 
Barrois, Jean B. ° . . 290, 300 | 
Bartheaume, Noel. - - . - 300 
Barron, Joseph, - - - 564, 568 
Barton, Thomas, - - - - 565 
Barrois, Francois, Jun. - - - - 290 
Barry, Francis, - 5 = - 990 
Barrois, Francois, Sen, - - - - 290 
Barron, Pierre, heirs of, - : 5 - 290 
Barril, Francois, - - - - 559 
Barthe Pierre, - - - - 560 
Barrois, Lambert, - - - - 568 
Barrois, Leon, - - - - 568 
Barsaleau, Jean B. - - - - 568 
Barrois, Alexis, heirs of, - - - 568 
Basinet, Francis, widow of, - - - il 
Basseron, Francis, - - - - 13 
Bassadon, Laurent, - - - - 86 
Bawhus, Benjamin, - - - - 15 
Bayadon, Lawrence, - 89 
Bazadon, Laurent, 12, 290, 291, 292, 295, 300, 559, 
563, 568, 574 
Bazinette, Francois, widow of, - - - 290 
Bazinette, Francois, - ; - - §60 
Beauvais, Mr. - - 2 - 19 
Beauchain, Francois, heirs of, = - - - 302 
Beauchéne, Jean Baptiste, - - 302, 560, 575 
Beaudoin, Benjamin, - - - 568 
Beckes, Benjamin, . a7, 559, 560, 564, 568 
Beckes, Parmenas, - - 299, 565 





Becquet, widow of, 
Beedle, Elias, - 
Bequet, Pierre, - 


Bequet, Jacques, heirs of, 


Bergeron, Louis, - 
Berger, Frederick, 
Bergand, Charles, 


Berger, Frederick, heirs of, 
Berger, George, heirs of, 


Bergrand, Dominique, 
Bergrand, Charles, 
Bergman, Christian, 
Berger, Peter, - 
Bergand, Charles, 
Bergand Dominique, 
Biddle, Elias, - 
Biens, André des, 
Billet, Peter, - 
Binette, Jean B. - 
Binet, John, - 
Bino, Jean B. - 
Black, Daniel, - 
Black, James, - 
Blackford, John, - 


Blackford, Reuben, heirs of, 


Blackford, Ralph, 
Bolon, Amable, - 
Bolon, Susanna, - 
Bolon, Margaret, - 
Bolon, Hypolite, - 
Bolon, Gabriel, - 
Bolon, Louis, - 
Bolon, Gabriel, Sen. 
Bonneau, Charles, 
Bonneau, Charles, Sen. 
Bonneau, Peter, - 
Boneau, Jean B. - 
Bonneau, Nicholas, 
Bonhomme, John B. 
Bondy, Antoine, - 
Bono, Nicholas, - 
Bordeleau, Michael, 


Bordeleau, Antoine, Sen. 


Bordeleau, Antoine, 
Bordeleau, - 
Bordeleau, Charles, 
Bordeleau, Pierre, 
Bordeleau, Francois, 
Borneau, Charles, 
Bosseron, Francois, 
Bosseron, Charles, 


Bosseron, Francis, heirs of, 


Bosseron, J. B., heirs of, 


Bosseron, Ursule and Julie, 


Bosseron, 


Boucher, Vital, - 11, 12, 14, 290, ins 559, 560, 575 


Boulon, Amable, - 


Boucher, Charles, heirs of, 


Boucher, Joseph, 
Boyer, Francois, - 


- 


Boyer, Toussaint, or J. B. 


Boyer, Peter, - 
Boyer, Louis, - 
Bradley, Samuel, - 
Bradley, Charles, - 
Bradley, John, - 
Bradley, James, - 


Brassard, Joseph, widow of, 


Breton, Jean B.  - 
Brinker, Abraham, 
Briquet, André, - 
Bronniett, Michael, 


Brossard, Joseph, heirs of, 


Brouillet, Francois, 
Brouillet, Michael, 
Brouillet, Louis, - 
Brown, Frances, - 
Brown, James, - 
Brown, William, - 
Brown, Joseph, - 
—— Charles, 
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574. 
559 
290 
290 


- 12, 290, 560 


12, 559, 
560, 
559, 


568 

13 
959 
568 
290 
290 
299 
568 
560 
560 


568, 569, 571, 573 


562, 


565 


; - 300 
11, 13, 290, 559, 560 


12 
568 
292 
570 
299 
299 
299 


13, 290, 559, 568 


89, 


14. 
296 


- 300, 559, 574 


290, 
290, 
290, 
11, 12, 
14, 


300, 


568 
559 
568 
290 
560 
290 
290 
568 


- 559, 565, 568 


559 
560 


11, 12, 290, 294, 300, 559 
11, 300, 559, 573 
14, es 300, , 559, 568, 573 


560 
568 
568 
568 
560 


11, 290, 559, 560 


- 


85, 87, 
290, 
561, 


14, 559, 
560, 


85 
301 
560 
572 
560 


11 
574 
568 
568 
568 
560 


11, 14, 290, 560 


291, 


11, 290, 


299 
300 
299 
S00 

15 
290 
292 
290 

87 
574 
573 


11, 14, 290, 568 


ii, 15, 


296 
299 
299 
299 
299 

11 


Bullitt, William, - 290, 291, 292, 559, 562, 566, 567 


Bullett, Benjamin, 


560 


Buntin, Robert, 86, 88, 290, 291, 292, 298, 300, 560, 
561, 564, 


Buteau, widow, - 
Cabassier, Peter, - 
Cambris, André, - 
Campeau, René, - 
Campeau, Pierre, 
Campagnotte, Francois, 
Cantelmy, Francois, 
Capeau, Antoine, 
Capucine, Theodore, 
Cardinal, Jean B. 
Cardinal, Jacques, 


565, 569, 570, 


11, 


13, 290, 
568, 


11, 290, 
290, 560, 


571, 572, 578 


290 
503 
568 
294 
569 
294. 
574 
563 
569 
560 
561 
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Cardinal, Nicholaus, snails 11, 12, anita 561, 567, ari Dace, Michael, - - - - 569 
Cardinal, James, - - - Dagenat, Ambroise, - - 11, 301, 569, 574 
Cardinal, Jeanne, - - - - - 295 Dagené, Joseph, - - - - 291 
Cardinal, Marianne W. - - - - 574 Dagneau, Pierre, - - - - 291 
Cardinal, Toussaint, - - - - 568 Dagenet, Francois, . - - - 561 
Carnieyer, Pierre, - - - - 11 Dagneau, ; - - - - 562 
Carter, Moses, - - . - 11, 290, 560 Daigneau, Pierre, . - - - 11 
Cartier, Peter, - - 15, 290, 298, 561, 568 Dalton, Thomas, - a - - 12, 14 
Carriere, heirs of, - - - - 299 Dalton, Anne, - - a - 89 
Carmichael, Patrick, - - - 299, 575 Dalton, Valentine Thomas, - - 291, 562 
Carmichael, James, - - - - 560 Dalton, Valentine, - - - - 562 
Carson, Alexander, - - - - 300 Dalton, Hannah, - - - - 562 
Carron, Jean B. - - - - - 290 D’Amour, Jean Baptiste, - - . - 290 
Cardine, John, - - - - 299, 561 Danis, Honoré, - - 13, 290, 300, 573 
Cardine, Louis, - - - - - 561 Danis, Antoine, heirs of, - - 88, 291, 562, 573 
Carzee, Jean, - - - - - 570 Danis, Jacques, - - - - 291 
Cassaday, Henry, . - - 562 Daperon, Guillaume, - - - 11, 291 
Catt, Philip, - - - 560, 563, 568, 570 Dapron, Pierre, - - - - 569 
Catt, George, - - - - 563, 573 Dapron, Joseph, - . : - 569 
Caty, Antoine, - - - 11, 12, 290, 560 Darguiller, Pierre, - - - - 290 
Cearhart, Andrew, - . - - 297 Darrys, Antoine, - - - - 11 
Cedeter, Jacob, - - - - - 299 Darrys, Honoré, - - - - 11 
Chabot, Joseph, - - - 11, 290, 561, 569 Davidson, Jeremiah, - - - - 290 
Chartier, Joseph, - - - 11, 14, 290, 560, 561 Davis, Cornelius, - - - 300 
Chartier, J.B. - - - - 560, 561 Davis, John, - - - 568, 569, 572 
Charpentier, John, - - - 11, 290 Day, Robert, - - - 89, 299, 569 
Charbonneau, Jacob, - - - 11, 290 Day, John, . - - 89,299, 569 
Charbonneau, Germain, - - - - 568 De Claurier, Louis, - - - 11 
Chartier, Pierre, Sen. - - - - 11 Decker, John, 12, 293, 561, 569 
Chartier, Michel, - - - - 569 Decker, Luke, 14, 85, 296, 562, 563, 564, 565, 567, 
Chartier, Jean Baptiste, - - . 12, 290 569, 571 
Charpaid, Nicholaus, ° - = 11 Decker, Isaac, 87, 301, 559, 562, 564, 565, 566, 569, 
Chapard, Nicholas, - : 12, 89, 290, 561 572 
Chapard, Marie Clare, - - - 290 Decker, Joseph, - 87, 562, 569 
Chats, Philip, - - = = 2 13 Decker, Moses, 87, 89, 292, 293, 561, 568, 569 
Charbonneau, James, - - - 14, 560, 561 Decker, Tobias, - 88, 561, 569 
Chapart, Nicholas, - *. = : 14 Decker, Abraham, 88, 90, 294, 561, 562, 568, 569 
Chartres, Charles, - - e : 87 Decker, Jacob, - - 294 
Chapoton, Jean B. - . 2 - 290 Decointré, heirs of, - - ° - 559 
Chabert, widow, - . ‘ - 560 Decouteaux, Joseph, - : - 562, 570 
Chartier, Debeauch Joseph, : 2 - 561 Deganne, Joseph, - - - - 569 
Chabert, Jean, - = r . - sea De Hetre, widow, - : - - 291 
Chabert, Pierre, - - = : - 568 Dejean, Philip, - - - - 569 
Chatignie, Ignace, - - “ - 568 Delisle, Charles, - - - 11, 291, 562 
Chartran, Jean B. : + _ - 568 Delisle, Amable, . = 11, 15, 291 
Cheme, Jean B.  - - = . : 85 De Laurier, John B. - U1, 291, 561, 564, 573 
Chertier, Joseph, - - . e a oe Deloire, John B. - . - - 87 
Chien, Jean B. Beaux, - - - “ae Delorie, Louis, - - - - 567 
Cheroqui, Jean B. L : - - 569 Delaurier, Francois, - - : - 297 
Chicot, Francois, - - " = - 300 Delaurier, Louis, - - - 292, 298 
Church, - é = si 13, 566 Delaurier, René Francois, - - - 290 
Clarke, George Rogers, - = ° 89, 561 Dempsy, Hugh, - - - - 574 
Clarke, William, Z 290, 561 Denye, Jacques, = - . < 11 
Claypole, Jeremiah, 291, 292, 559, 563, 564, 566, 571, Denorgon, Louis, - - - - 11, 12 
573 Denorgon, Joressaints, - - - - 3, 12 
Clermont, Ursule, = = : 14, 290 Denorgon, L. and Angelique, - - - 302 
Clermont, Lisette, heirs of, - - 57h Denoyon, Toussaint, - - - 291, 569 
Clermont, Pierre, - = = - 568 Denoyon, Jean Louis, - - - 291 
Clermont, Michael, - : é - S574 Denoyon, Louis, - - 291, 561, 7 569 
Cloud, Joseph, - = = - 568 Denoyon, : - » a 561 
Cochon, Jacques, = r P - 991 Denis, Jacques, - : - ~~ 562 
Cochran, William, : - A - 299 Deneau, Pierre, < = - - 569 
Coder, Francois, - - - 11, 290, 561 Depron, Bernard, - : . - 569 
Coder, Louis, - a - 11, 13, 568 Depré, Francois, - - - - 569 
Coder, Pierre, heirs of, - 11, 15, 290, 560, 561, 569 Derogier, Bonaventure, - > - - 11 
Coder, René, - - - 560, 561 Derozier, Bonaventure, - - - 290, 561 
Coder, André, - - - - 561, 568, 569 Derousse, Francois, - - - - 291 
Coder, Jean Baptiste, : - ° - 568 Desause, Francois, = - - - 11 
Coder, Toussaint, - = : - 569 Desbiens, André, - - - 562, 565 
Coder, Henry, - - - - 569 Desloges, Pierre, - - - - 571 
Cointe, Ursule, - - - - 13 Devalcour, Francois, - - - - 300 
Compagnot, Francois, = - - - 11, 573 Devenu, Samuel, - - - - 299 
Compagnotte, Pierre, = - - - 300, 569 Devore, Philip, - : - 561, 569 
Cornoyer, Louis, - - : - 300 De Valcour, Francis M. - - - 573, 574 
Connoyer, Peter, - . - - 14, 87 Devignet, Louis, —- - - - 291 
Constant, Jean B. - - - - 293 Dielle, Charles, : - 11, 14, 291, 569 
Conger, Jonathan, - < - 290, 573 Ditard, Jean, - - - 562, 571 
Cooperwriter, Henry, = - - : - 299 Ditard, Nicholaus, - - - 11, 291 
Cooperwriter, George, heirs of, - - - 299 Divore, Philip, : - . - . 561 
Cornoyer, Louis, - - - 300 Dixon, Henry, : - : - 299 
Cornoyer, Pierre, heirs of, - - 290, 561 Dizier, widow, - - - =, 29% 
Cornoyer, Alexis, - - - - 569 Dizi, Barbara, - - ‘ - S61 
Coteau, Jacques, - - - - 88 Dizi, i : : - - 562 
Cott, Philip, - - - - 89 Dobbins, Matthew, - : - - 574 
Cott, George, - - - - 89 Dovritt, John, - - 2 - 18 
Coulter, Thomas, - . - 290, 565, 566 Dremin, Jacob, - « 204. 
Coulen, Jacques, - - - - 561 Drouet, Antoine, - ni, 291, 561, 562, 566 
Couteaux, Jacques, heirs of, - - - 574 Dubé, Joseph, - - - 12, 291, 562 
Courtois, Pierre, - - - - 569 Dubois, John Baptiste, - 11, 291, 562, 569, 573 
Crawford, John, heirs of, - - - - 561 Dubois, Toussaint, 14, 87, 290, 291, 293, 560, 562, 563, 
Crely, Jerome, - - - 15, 290 564, 565, 566, 568, 569, 570, 571, 572 
Crepeau, Louis, heirs of, - - - - 574 Dubois & Marchall, < - 290, 559 
Crock, David, - - - - 559 Dubois, Joseph, zs - - - 569 
Culbert, John, heirs of, - : . - 574 Ducheme, John Baptiste, - - - - 11, 12 
Cuntz, Felix, - - - - 561 Ducharme, Joseph, = - - 11,291, 562 
Custo, Gabriel, - - - - 290 Duchram, Joseph, a : - - 15 
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290, 294, 561, 564, 573 


~ it, 13, 291, 562, 569 


Duchesne, Jean B. 
Dudevoir, Charles, 
Dugal, Antoine, 

Duly, John, 

Dumay, Amable, 
Dumais, Ambrose, 
Dumais, Francis, 
Dumay, heirs of, 
Dumais, Jean Baptiste, 
Dumais, Jacques, 


Duquindre, Jean Baptiste, 


Durham, John, 


Dutremble, Jean Baptiste, 


Edeline, Louis, 
Edeline, Alexis, 


Edeline, Alexis, Joseph, wnt Nishiolne, - 


Edeline, Joseph, 
Edeline, Nicholas, 
Edgar, John, 
Egbert, Nicholas, 
Etienne, Jacques, 
Ewing, Nathaniel, 
Falls, Robert, 
Faucher, Pierre, 
Fernsly, James, 
Fernsly, William, 
Fieron, Robert, 
Fields, Keen, 

Fidler, George, 
Flammelin, Joseph, 
Flower, Thomas, 
Fortin, Jean Belony, 
Fortin, Louis Nicholas, 
Foreman, Joseph, 
Forney, Anthony, 
Fouché, Bonaventure, 
Foyzis, Francois, 
Fowler, Alexander, 
Frederick, Lewis, 
Frederick, Sebastian, 
Frederick, Peter, 
Frichette, Jean B. 
Furney, Anthony, 
Gagnier, Louis, 


Gallinois, Alexis Asturse, - 


Gamelin, Paul, 
Gamelin, Antoine, 
Gamelin, Pierre, 
Gamelin, Magdalene, 


Gamelin, Paul and mg, 


Garcis, John, 


Garland, John and Matthew, 


Garzee, Jean, 
Gibault, Rev. Peter, 
Gibault, 
Gibson, John, 
Gilbert, Pierre, 
Gilbreath, James, 
Gilbeau, Antoine, 
Gilmore, Robert, 
Glass, John, 
Glaze, Adam, 
Goder, Toussaint, 





Godere, René, dit Pannah, 


Goder, Louis, 
Goder, Pierre, 
Goder, Francois, 
Gonzales, Simon, 
Goyeau, Antoine, 
Gracoit, John, 
Gregoire, Joseph, 
Grimane, Charles, 
Grimane, Jean B. 
Grimane, Peter, 


Guarguipie, Amable, 
Guielle, Charles, 
Guilbaut, Charles, 


Guignolet, or Guiguvlet, Alexis, 


Guion, Pierre, 
Guignolet, Jean, 
Guignolet, Louis, 
Guilbea, Charles, 
Guitarre, Jean B, 
Guiyeau, Pierre, 
Gumarre, Pierre, 
Haintonge, Joseph, 
Hall, William, 
Hall, Thomas, 
Hall, Christian, 
Hamilton, William, 


Hamtramck, John Francis, 


Hamelin, Francis, 
Hamelin, Joseph, 
Harpin, John B. 
Harbin, Joshua, 
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Harrison, William Henry, 290, 291, 292, 293, 559, 561, 
562, 565, 566, 573 


Harness, Isaac, - - 292 
Harness, Adam, 559, 560, 561, 564, 565, 568, 569, 571 
Harbin, John, - 563, — 569, 570, 572 


Harpin, Amable, - - = 870 
Harpier, Jean B. - - - = 673 
Harselin, Joseph, - - - - 291 
Hay, John D. - - : - 290 
Hazleton, Daniel, - - = - 564 
Hazleton, Jarvis, - - - 565, 568 
Henry, Moses, - - 11, 13, 291, 299, 563 
Henry, James, - - - - 905 
Heward, Hugh, - - : - S68 
Hill, Thomas, - - - 300, 575 
Hinton, Vachel, - - - 300, 563 
Hoche, Barclay, - - : : 88 
Holder, Thomas, - - - 560, 568 
Holliday, James, - - - - 568 
Holliday, Ezekiel, - - = - 570 
Howe, Christian, - - - - 299 
Howell, Jacob, - - - 86, 89, 568 
Howell, William, - - - 89, 299 
Howell, John, - - - - 575 
Howell, David, - : - - 299 
Howell, Randré, - - - - 299 
Huff, Abraham, - - - - 565 
Hunot, Joseph, - - 11, 13, 291, 563, 570 
Hunot, Gabriel, - - - 563, 570 
Hunot, Toussaint, - - - - 291 
Hunot, Antoine, - - - 570 
Hunt, Jesse and Abigail, - - - - 291 
Hurst, Henry, - - - - 291 
Hyneman, Robert, - - - - S71 
Jacques, Etienne, - - - - 11 
Jennings, Robert, - - - 299, 568 
Johnson, Edward, - - - 11, 291 
Johnson, Robert, - 13, 88, 563, 570 
Johnson, James, 15, 87, ite 561, "563, 570, 571 
Johnson, General W. - - 292 
Johnson, John, - - 295, 569, 570, 572 
Johnson, Abraham, - - - 296, 299 
Johnson, Ezekiel, - - - - 300 
Johnson, Samuel, - - - - 559 
Johnson, William, - - - 563, 571 

- 563, 570 


Johnson, Richard, 
Jones, Thomas, 87, 290, 291, 292, 294, 562, 563, "568, 
569, 570 


Jones, John Rice, 88, 291, 292, 299, 560, 561, 562, 
563, 564, 565, 570 


Jordan, Ephraim, - 290, 291, 560, 569, 574 


Jordan, Thomas, - - - 295, 563, 570 
Joseph, Michel André, - - > - 291 
- - 11, 291 


Joyale, Jean Baptiste, = - 
570 


Joyeuse, Joseph, - - - 
Junkins, Anthony, - - 2 - 290 
Kerre, Peter, Sen. - - - 18, 85 
Kirk, Henry, - - - - 562, 568, 569 
Knox, Hugh, - = - 292 
Kuykindall, Abraham, —- 560, 561, 566, 568, 569 
Labuissiere, Joseph, : - - : 11 
Labreche, Paul, - : : - 296 
Labuxiere, Genevieve, - - - - 20% 
Labelle, Joseph, = : = - 299 
Labuxiere, Louis, - zs . 570 
Lacroix, Jacques, - - il, 291, 564 

- - 13, 291 


Lacoste, Charles, - 
Lachine, Charles, - - 291, 562, 569 
Lacoste, André, 291, 564 
Laderoute, Louis, - 11, 291 
Laderoute, Louis Seguin, - - - $00 
Laderoute, Alexis, 563 
Laderoute, Jacques, - 570 
Lafleur, Jean Baptiste, - - 291, 564 

11, 13, 291, 564, 570, 573 


Laforest, Pierre, - 
La Fontaine, Jean B. - - 11, 292 
Lafeuillade, Joseph, - - - 13, 298 
Laforest, Marianne, - - - - 295 
Lafoy, Vincent, - - - - 562 
Lafleur, Francis, ~ - - - 291 
Lafontaine, Etienne, - - - - 570 
Laframbois, Antoine, - : - 564 
Lafeuillade, Pierre, - - - - 570 
Lafleur, Joseph, - - - - 570 
Lafferty, John, - - - - 570 
Laforest, Louis, - - - - 570 
Lafeuillade, Jean B. : - - - 570 
Lagarde, St. Jean, - - - - 11 
Lalemere, Antoine, - - - 89, 565 
Lalumier, Antoine, - - - 565, 571 
Lamotte, Jacques, - - - 11, 13, 291 
Lamare, Louis, - - - 11, 291 
Lamothe, Joseph, - - - 89, 566, 570 
Lamoreux, Joseph, - - - - 291 

< 11, 564 


Languedoc, Charles, - 


Languedoc, Andres, - - -11, 13, 291, 564, 573 
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Langlois, Frangois, - - - - 570 Marie, widow, - - 565 
Langlois, René, - - 11, 13, 291, 563 Marie, Antoine, - 11, 13, 14, 292, 565, 573 
Langlois, Arné, - - - - 564 Martin, Alexander, - - - 571 
Languedoc, Frangois, 11, 12, 291, 296, 565, 564, 573 Martin, John, - - 15, 564, 565, 571 
Languedoc, Barbe Durand, - - - 291 Martin, William, - 566 
Laplante, Jean B. - - - 560, 573 Marshall, Antoine, 89, 290, 296, 559, 561, 562, 563, 565 
Lapointe, Nicholas, - - - - 291 Marney, Jonathan, - - - 290 
Lapointe, Joseph, - - - - 570 Marshall, John, - - - - 563 
Lardoise, Amable, - - - 11, 291, 570 Mattson, Luke, - - - - 294 
Larche, Joseph, - - : - 300 Matson, Ralph, - - - 564, 571 
Larsh, Joseph, - 291, 564 Mayot, Nicholas, . - - - 11 
Latrimouille, Jacques, 11, 13, — 296, 300, 563, 564 Mays, Robert, - 88, 300, 564, 571, 574 
Latour, Peter, - 14, — Mays, Jeremiah, - 291, 293, 559, 564, 571 
Latramoux, Jacques, ~ - - - Mays, William, - - - 564, 571 
Lebarge, Dennis, - - - 12, 291 Means, Samuel, - 2 = 292, 293 
Lecointe, Francois, - - - - 300 Meaux, £ - - - - 292 
Lecoteau, Joseph, - - - - 570 Mehl, Frederick, - - - 292, 564, 572 
Ledgerwood, James, - 561, _ 566, 570, 571, 572 Melloche, Antoine, - - - - 571 
Lee, William, - - 570 Melton, Thomas, - - - - 559 
Leech, George, = = - 295, 564 _ Menard, Pierre, - - - - - 5f2 
Leech, Francois, - 564 Meredy, Daniel, - - - - 571 
Lefevre, Antoine, 11, 13, 291, 292, 297, 563, 564, 7 Meteyé, Louis, - - - 34,292, 5735 
Lefevre, Charles, - - - Metellier, Louis, - - - - 15 
Lefevre, Pierre, - : - 291, sas Meteyé, Joseph Levron, - - - - 564 
Lefevre, Louis, - - - 571 Meteyé, Joseph, . - - 292, 564 
Lefeuillade, Francois, = - - - - 570 Metté, René, - - - 292, 571 
Leffleur, ; - - - 573 Metté, Joseph, - - . - “S41 
Legrand, Gabriel, - - 4k, 15; 291, 299 Meteyé, Levron Louis, - - - - 565 ’ 
Legrand, Joseph, - - . 570 Meuville, Joseph, - : . - 564 
Legrats, J. Philip Marie, - - . - 11 Midler, Frederick, - - - 571 
Legerwood, James, - - - 303 Milliet, Jean B. - - HI, 12, 292, 565 
Legarde, Jean, - - - 291, 570 Millet, John B. - - 12 
Legaud, René, - - - - 291 Mills, Zachariah, : - 290, 291, 569, 570 
Legvas, Philip, - - - - 292 Mills, John, 291, 564, — —_ 570, 571, 572 
Legrand, Jean M. - - - 563, 564, 570 Mills, Edward, - - 296 
Legardé, Jean B. - - + - 564 Mills, Thomas, - - - - 300 
Legrand, Jean B. - - - - 570 Millburn, Joseph, - - - - 563 
Lemay, Louis, - - - 12, 292 Minie, Francois, - - - 11, 292 
Leneveu, Louis, - - - . 13 Miny, Francis, + - - 14 
Leproux, Joseph, - : - - 573 Miner, Isaac, . - 89, 562, 564, 566 
L’Esperance, Jean B. — - = - 300, 575 Minor, Jacob, - - - 294, 561, 563 
Letemps, Jean B. - - - - 570 Mitchell, Joseph, - - - - 11 
Levrond, Joseph, - - - 11, 292 Mois, Jean B. - - - ii, 292 
Leveson, Joseph, - - - - 13 Moise, Charles, - : 296, 571 
Levins, Nancy, % w - 295, 574 Monplesir, André, . - ll, a, 292, 564, 565 
Levins, Nicholas, - - - - 573 Moore, Samuel, - - 300 
Levins, Joseph, - - - - 563 Morrison, William, 89, 291, 292, 299, "300, 562, 563, 
Levins, Richard, - - - - 563 566, 569, 570, 571 
Levron, Louis, - - - - 3573 Morrison, John, . - - 299, 300 
Levron, widow, - - - - 300 Moreau, Antoine, - - . - 292 
Leveron, Joseph, - 3 - 292, 564 Morin, De Valcour Francis, - - - 573 
Lewis, John, - - - - 293 Mouviel, Joseph, - . - - . Sa 
Lindey, Frederick, - . - 561, 570, 573 Moyse, Jean B. - - - - 292 
Lionois, Jean B. - - - - 3564 Moyse, Charles, - - . 296, 571 
Lismain, Peter, - - . - S70 Mullikin, James, - - - «een 
Lite, John, = = - - 564 Murdoch, Rachel, - - - - 296 
Liza, Manuel, - - - 290 Murphy, John, - - - 564, 571 
Lognon, Francois, - - 11, 13, 291, 563 Myot, Nicholaus, - - - - 12 
Lognon, Joseph, - - - 11, 292, 564 Nangle, Andrew, - - - - 299 
Loneven, Louis, - - - - 570 Naux, Josette, - - - - 88 
Long, Benjamin, < - - - 299 Neau, Michel, - - - Bees 
Lowe, John, - - - - S571 Noye, Jacob, - - - - 565 
Luneford, Anthony, - - - - 11 Ochiltree, John, - - - 291, 568, 569 
Lunsford, Antoine, - - - 291, 299, 300 O’Hara, James, - - - - 292 
McClure, George, - - - - 290 Orleans, Etienne, - : - - 292 
McClure, John, - - - - 290 Orleans, Joseph, - - - - 570 
McClure, William, - - - - 291 Orth, Moses and Adam, - - - - 575 
McClure, Daniel, - - =. 8 bet 3298 Ouilette, John B. . = 11, 14, 292, 565 
McClure, Samuel, = - ‘. - 4570 Ouilette, Alexis, - - - 12, S72 
McConnell, Samuel, - - “ - 290 Pacquin, Francis, - - - - 574 
McCoy, John, = = : - 290 Page, William, 14, 88, 89, 292, 296, 297, 303, 565 
McClelland, John, - - - 299 Page, Joseph, . = - 89, 565, 571 
McDonough, Stace, - - - 300, 574, 575 Pagé, Josette, - ° - 293, 294 
McGowen, William, - - 296, 564, 571 Paine, Louis, : - - 88, 565 
McIntosh, William, 290, 291, 299, 293, 297, "560, 561, Pannah, Renez, - - - - 11 
562, 563, 565, 566, 567, 568, 569, 570; 571, 572 Pancake, J. J. & D. - - - - 290 
McKee, Samuel, < : - - 290 Paneton, Etienne, - - - - 292 
McMullin, James, - - . - 300 Pancake, Joseph, - - : - 565 
McNully, James, - - - - 565 Pappino, Peter, - - - 565 
McNulty, James, - < 14, 15, 86 Park, William, - - - 14, 565 
McNulty, Watts, & Simpson, . - - 15 Parent, Joachim, - - - - 565 
McQueen, James, - - - - 300 Payette, Joseph, : - - - 292 
McQueen, Benjamin, - - - - 300 Payette, Guillaume, - - - = 292 
Magnant, Germain, - - - - 292 Payes, Guillaume, - - - i: 11 
Magot, Nicholas, - - - - 292 Pea, Jacob, - 13, 87, 559, 560,571, 573 
Mahl, Frederick, - - - - IY Pea, Henry, - 300, 560, 568, 569 3570, 571 
Maisonville, Joseph, - - - 292, 571 Pea, John, - 559, 5657568, 571 
Maisonville, Jean B. - - - 571 Pea, Daniel, - - - 565, 570, 571 
Malette, Pierre, - - = tie 12, 292, 300, 565 Pea, Abraham, - - . 570, 574 
Malette, Antoine, - - 11, 292, 564 Pearou, Amable, - : - - 565 
Mallet, Frangois, - 1, 12, 87, 292, 564, 565 Pedoret, Joseph, - - - - 565 
Malette, Joseph, - - - 11, 292 Peltier, Francois, - - - 11, 292 
Mallet, Louis, - - - 14, 292, 565 Peltier, Eustace, : - - 292, 565 
Mallet, Thomas, - - - - 88 Peltier, André, - - - 11,565, 574 
Mallet, Jos. and Louis, - - - - 565 Pelliere, Andrew, - - - 13, 574 
Mangen, Jean B. - - . 11, 292 Perret, Pierre, - - - 11, 14, 292 
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Perodeau, Joseph, - - - - 11 Ruyard, Joseph, - - - » 
Perron, Amable, - - - 11, 292 Sabolle, Joseph, 3 - - 11, 292 
Perot, Nicholas, - - 11, 292, 301, 565 St. Aubin, John, - - - = 12 
Peron, Pierre, - - 12, 292, 565, 574 St. Aubin, John B. - - - 11, 292, 566 
Perron, Jean B. - - - - 565 St. Aubin, Louis, - - - 14, 571 
Peredeau, Joseph, - - - - 13 St. Aubin, Joseph, - s : - 566 
Perry, William, - - - - 296 St. Augé, Joseph, - = < - 566 
Perodo, Joseph, - - - - 570 St. Dizier, André, - - - 290, 566 
Perodo, Joseph, - - - - 292 St. Louis, Jean, - - - - S75 
Perthiut, Widow, - = a - 292 St. Marie, Etienne, - - - 11, 292, 566 
Pettier, Andrew, - - - . s74 St. Marie, Francois, - - - 12,292, 566 
Petit, Antoine, - - 14, 293, 565, 571 St. Marie, Stephen, - - < 12, 13 
Pettier, Maria J. - - - » 873 St. Marie, Joseph, - - 1, 13, 292, 300 
Peters, Godfrey, - : - - S71 St. Marie, Pierre Racine, - - - - 292 
Phillibert, Etienne, - - - 11, 292 St. Marie, , - + = - 299 
Philipps, Henry, - - - - 299 St. Marie, André, - - - = ore 
Pillars, Richard, - - - - 565 St. Marie, André Racine, - - 561, 563, 573 
Plough, Jacob, - - - - 559 St. Marie, Jean B. - - - 292 
Pluchon, Louis, - - - 292, 297, 565 St. Marie, Racine Pierre, and André, - - 292 
Pluchon, Francois, - - 2 - 292 St. Martin, Adamher, = - - - - 15 
Pluchon, Joseph, - - - - 292 St. Martin, Jean B. - - - - 290 
Poirier, Francois, : - - - 4571 Sampson, Alexander, = - - - - 574 
Poirier, Pierre, . ¥ ‘ - 71 Santier, Olivier, - : - 293, 573 
Pollard, Richard, - - 290, 291, 292, 303 Savage, John, : “ - 88, 566, 574 
Popenoe, Peter, - - - 299, 300 Scott, James, - - . - 292 
Potevin, Jean B. = - 2 - 298 Seguin, Louis, - - - 13, 300 
Potdivin, Jean B. - - - < ova Seguin, Alexis, . : : - 566 
Potdivin, Joseph, - - - - $571 Selby, Thomas, - ° . - 566 
Potdivin, Francois, - - - - $571 Seguin, Louis, - 5 . - 292 
Preville, Louis, - - = - S71 Sevans, Ebenezer, - e 3 - 569 
Price, David, - - = - 559 Severe, Louis, - = : - 571 
Price, Benjamin D. - - 559, 561, 563, 566 Short, Peyton, - - - 290, 291, 292 
Prior, Abner, - . : - 294 Shoebrooks, Edward, - - - - 2 
Purcell, Noah, - - : - 290 Simarre, Francois, - i : - 572 
Purcell, Jonathan, - 290, 291, 292, 295, 301 Simpson, McNulty, & Watts, = 15 
Purcell, William, : a ; - 301 Simpson, Patrick, 88, 290, 291, 292, 560, 565, 566, 571 
Purcell, Andrew, . “ S - $01 Sinnet, Richard, - 299, 575 
Purcell, Edward, - - - - 566 Slaughter, Lawrence, - - - - 566 
Pyatt, Benjamin, - : « - 299 Slouter, Laurence, 89, 566 
Quenez, Pierre, ~ = - - ag Small, John, 15, 86, 88, 290, 291, 294, 561, 566, 574 
Queret, Peter, = : = 13 Small, Thomas, = 88, 566, 571 
Querré; Antoine, : E E - 297 Smith, Daniel, 89, 90, 291, 293, 297, 298, 559, 564, 
Querré, Peter, - = 992: 300, 571, 573 : 566, 568, 569, 571, 572 
Querrie, Pierre, - - - - 565 Smith, William, - - - - i 
Racine, J. B. St. Marie, - - 11, 292, 298, 565 Smith, William T. - - - = ore 
Racine, Frangois, . 11, 292, 297, 565, 566 Smith, Anthony, ‘ - 572 
Racine, Pierre and Andrez, - - . 1l Snapp, Abraham Fry, 290, 291, 299, 295, 298, 559, 563, 
Racine, F. P. A. and J. B. - - - 14 565, 566, 569, 570, 571, 574 
Racine, Angelique, - - - 88, 302, 566 Snyder, William, : - 3 - 929) 
Racine, Jean B. - - 298, 565, 566, 573 Souci, ; : A - S566 

Racine, Mary, - - - - 299 Soulier, Jean Louis, - 571 
Racine, Andrew, = - = 300, 573 Spears, Noah, - 292, 293, 568, 569, 570 
Racine, St. Marie Francois, - - - 565 Spech, Henry, - - - 566 
Racicos, Francis, - - - - 560 Springer, Ann, - - - : 14 
Radley, John, - - - - 299 Spring, Simon, - - - - 298 
Ramsay, Allen, - - 13, 88, 565, 571 Squires, David, - - - 299 
Ravalet, Louis, - 11, 14, 292, 300, 566, 573 Step, or Stipp, pieedinm, - - 292, 569, 571 
Ravalet, Jean B. : : : 300, 566 Stillwell, John, : - - 567, 569 
Raux, Joseph, - - - 11, 292, 573 Stokely, Francis, ‘ ‘ = - 572 
Raux, ——, - - - = wre Stone, Joseph, - - - 11, 292 
Reed, James, - - - 291, 293 Store, Frederick, : - - - 572 
Reed, William, - - - 564, 566, 573 Strong, James, 575 
Reed, Walker, 2 z - 570 Sullivan, Daniel, 15, 88, 89, 294, 299, 566, 573 
Reed, Benjamin, - - - - 578 Sullivan, Susan, - - 560, 565, 566 
Reel, Louis, - - - - 291 Tessier, Francois, - - 572 
Reel, John, - - - - SYi Tev ebaugh, Jacob, - - - - 566, 569, 571 
Reeves, Abner, - - - 559, 565 Theil, Isaac, - 0 5 * - 572 
Regnez, Pierre, - - - - 11 Thickston, John, - - - = 294 
Renault, Louis, - - - - 292 Theriot, Jean C. - - - - S574 
Renau, Antoine, = - - - 292 Thiriot, Julie, - - - - 574 
Renger, Pierre, - - - - 292 Tnomas, James, - - - - 299 
Reynolds, Robert, - - - 295, 575 Thompson, Samuel, - - - - 290 
Richard, widow, - - - 292, 566 Thompson, Joseph, - - - - 300 
Richard, Jean B. E E 2 13, 292 Thorn, Charles, . - - 88, 566, 572 
Richard, Marie Joseph, - - - - 300 Thorn, Michael, - - - 88, 566, 572 
Richardson, John, - - - - 297 Thorn, Charles ‘and Jacob, - - - 566 
Richardson, William, - - - - 297 Thorn, Peter, - - - 566, 572 
Richarville, Antoine, - - 291, 561, 562, 566 Thorn, Daniel, = - - 566, 572 
Riend, Joseph, - - - > ora Thorn, Jacob, - - - 566, 572 
Riendo, Jacques, - . - - 292 Thorn, Solomon, - - - = 872 
Rimbault, Peter, - - - 292, 300 Tonton, Francois, - - - - 293 
Rimbault, Henry, - - - - 3571 Tougas, Joseph, - - 11, 12, 293, 566 
Robinson, Andrew, - - . 299, 566 Tougas, John, - - - - 15 
; Robinson, James, - - - - 300 Tougas, John B. - - 15, 86, 293, 573 
Robbins, John, - - . 565, 571 Tougas, Auguste, - - - 296, 572 
Robb, David, - - - - 568 Tougas, Joseph, - - - 300, 572 
Robb, James, - - - - 569 Tougas, William, - : - - 572 
Robert, Pierre, - - - - ora Toulon, John, re - - 12, 295 
Rochard, Pierre, - - - 292 Trude], Francois, - - - 11, 293 
Roderigo, Diego, - - - 300, S71 Turpin, Francois, - - - 11, 293 
Rose, Matthias, - - - - 292 Twebaugh, Jacob, - - - 295, 297 
Roupiault, Louis, = = = ° 11 United States, - - - 560, 565 
Rouse, Joseph, - - - 12, 292 Urno, Francois, - - - - 293 
Roussant, Francois, - . - 12, 292 Vachette, Francois, - - - 11, 13, 293 
Roussault, Louis, - - = ‘292 Vachette, Pierre, - - - - 293 
Roy, André, - - 12, 292, 297, 566 Vachette, Pierre A. - : - - 567 
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Vallez, Alexander, 


Vallée, Alexander, - = - 12, 89, “a 
Valiquette, Frangois, - e = - 293 
Valli, Alexander,, - - - 561, 566, 567 
Valcourt, widow, = S : - 293 
Valcour, Jean B. = = - $72 


Vanderburg, Henry, 87, 290, 291, 292, 293, 302, 560, 

561, 562, 564, 566, 563, -_ 571, 572, 575 
Vanderburg, John, - - 569 
Vanorsdale, Louis, - . - - 290 
Vanmetre, Joseph, ° 


- 291, 293 
Vaudrye, Jean B. - 11, 14, 293, 566, 567 
Vaudrye, Antoine, ~ - ~ 14, 293 


Vigo, Francis, 11, 13, 85, 290, 291, 292, 293, 560, 561, 
562, 563, 564, 565, 566, 567, 568, 570 
Villeraye, Jean B. - 11, 14, 87, 567 
Villeneuve, Genevieve, - 14 
Villeneuve, Charles, 14, 87, 295, 566, 567, 572 
Villerage, Jean B. - 298 
Villaret, Jean B. 


, e e ‘ « ‘ 4 J 


z - - 293 
Vincennes church, - - - 567 
Walls, James, - - 12 
Wallace, George, 290, sat 297, 560, 567 
Warth, Robert, - - 569 
Watts, McNulty, & ann - - - 15 
Watkins, Samuel, - - 88, 567 
Watson, William, - - - 571 
Watis, James, - - - S574 
Wells, William, 290, sites 570, 571, 572 
Wells, Thomas, - 297 


Welton, William, 
Westfall, Isaac, 
Westfall, John, 
Westfall, Abraham, 
Westfall, John N. 


- 290, 291, 292 
- 291, 292, 293 
- 292, 559, 567 
- 564, 567, 572 


- 572 
White, Isaac, - 566 
Widner, John, - 567 
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